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Luton  Hoo  Lake,  87,  103 
Lynmouth,  Fishing  at,  329 
Lyon,  Fly  Fishing  for  Salmon  and 

"Trout  in  the,  208 

"M.  R.  L.  W." — Good  Sport  Spinning 

for  Pike,  191 
Mackerel,  Horse,  kicks   the  Captain 

overboard,  1 
Mackie,  Rev.  G.  E.,  280 
Marine  Biological  Association,  19 
Marston,  R.  B.  (Editor  F.O.),  see  also 
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Perkin,  F.  S.— Odds  and  Ends,  39 
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Pike  in  France,  Recent  Captures  of, 
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Bartholomew,  J. — Gazetteer  of  the 
British  lales,  75,  119,  136,  329 


"  Campaigner." — Camping  Out,  402 
Catalogues,  37,  73,  91,  210,  22.3,  226, 

238,  284,  329,  348,  367 
Country  Life,  402 
Fry's  (C.  H.)  Magazine,  188 
Gill,  L.  U. — Naturalist's  Directory, 

56 

Graham,  J.  A. — The  Sporting  Dog, 
155 

Gwynn,  S. — Fishing  Holidays,  155, 

238 

Heinemann,  W. — Great  Masters,  209 

Hodgson.  W.  Earl. — Trout  Fishing, 
155,  171,  254 

Ho  for.  Professor  B.— Handbuch  der 
Fiachkraukheiten,  55 

Kearton,  R.— Wild  Nature's  Ways,  21 

Kennedy,  E.  B. — Thirty  Seasons  in 
Scandinavia,  89 

Knowlson  and  Muller. — The  Fisher- 
man's Friend,  314 

Land  and  Water,  2000th  Number  of, 
360 

Long,  W.  J. — A  Little  Brother  to  the 

Bear,  104 
Maxwell,    Sir     Herbert.  —  British 

Freshwater  Fishes,  155,  171,  172 
Norwegian    Anglings     and  other 

Sportings,  122 
Patterson,  Dr.  C.  S. — An  Angler's 

Year,  55,  187 
Pennell,  H.  Cholmondeley. — Salmon 

and  Trout  Fishing,  367 
Roberts,  H.  W. — Guide  for  Anglers 

in  Clwyd,  Elwy,  etc.,  266 
Shrubsole,  E.  S. — The  Fisherinan's 

Handbook,  402 
Supino,    Professor. — Morfologia  del 

Cranio  dei  Teleostei,  297 
Tcherkassov,  Baron  P. — A  Russian 
Angling  Monthly,  119 
Roach,    Mr.     Geo.    Edmonds'  fine 

Thames,  4,  55,  87 
Roach  Galore,  267 
Roach,  31b.  6oz.,  266 
Rod  Rings,  About,  20 
"  Rod  well  Hookham." — A  Sea- Angler's 

Dream,  56 
Rogue  River,  Fishing  on,  26 
Rotation  of  the  Earth — Its  Influence 

on  Angling,  361,  381 
Rudd  for  Sale,  55 

"Rugde." — In  North-Eastern  Fin- 
land, 87 ;  An  August  Week  on  the 
Namsen,  155,  175 

Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries' 
Acts,  203 

And  Trout  Association,  56,  269 

Angler's  Perplexity,  5 

Angling  in  the  Caledonian  Glen,  76 

Angling,  Spring,  56 

Disease  in  the  Lyon,  235,  297 

Feed  in  I'resh  Water,  Do  ?  219 

Fisheries  (Scotland)  Acts,  413 

Fishing;in  the  Test,  266 

Fishing  Obtainable,  300 

Fishing  on  the  Hampshire  Avon, 
Spring,  175 

Fishing  on  the  Moy,  142 

Fly,  The  Sir  Herbert,  135 

Fry  for  the  Spey,  418 

Measurements,  4 

Norway,  from,  415 

Poaching,  Wholesale,  158 

Problems,  103,  106 

Roe  as  Bait  in  America,  329 

Spawn  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  249 

Stream,  A  Moorland,  5 

Unclean,  What  is  an.  291 
Saved  from  a  Watery  Grave,  361 
Scandinavian  Fisheries'  Exhibition,  311 
Scotch  Trout  Acts,  136 
Scotland,  Plenty  of  Fish  in,  19 
Sea  Angler's  Dream,  A,  56 
Sea  Fish  Attractor,  Booth's,  61 
Sea  Fisheries  Bill,  The  New,  131 
Sea-Trout  in  Rivers,  Spring,  345 
Sea-Trout,  Spring,  311 
Seals  and  Birds  destroying  Fish,  103 
Season  in  the  North,  The,  328 
Shark,  5ft.,  Caught  by  an  Angler,  399 
Sidmouth  District,  Fly  Fishing  in  the, 
386 

Sinking  a  Trout  Fly— Is  it  Fly  Fishing  ? 

298 

South  Africa,  Fishing  in,  24 

Spencer,  Mr.  Herbert,  as  an  Angler, 

279,345 

Spinning  for  Pike,  Good  Sport,  191  . 
Spinning  Flights  with  Single  Triangle, 
etc.,  57 


Split   Caners,   The — A  New  Miiaich 

Angling  Club,  158 
Spring  in  a  London  Garden,  297 
Spring  Morning  in  a  Yorkshire  Gill,  224 
Stanley,  R. — A  Winter's  Tale,  159; 

Paper  entitled,  "Things  that  Happen 

when  we  go  A-FLshing,"  189,  225,  239 
Steelheads  not  Salmon,  207 
Stobhall  F'ishings  in  1858,  The,  249 
Stocking  with  Trout,  135 
Storr  Flight,  The,  59 
Story,  A  Prize  Fishing,  247 
Strengthening      Rods  —  "Scottie's" 

Method,  238 
Sturdy,  E. — Salmon  Measurements,  4 
Sunlight  V,  Fish  Eggs,  404 
Surrey  Trout  Fishing  and  Golf  Clubs, 

New,  120 

Susquehanna  River,  Autumn  Outing 
on,  78 

Sussex  Piscatorial  Society,  Annual 
Dinner,  355 

Tackle,  Artificial  Baits,  etc.,  249,  250, 

266,  311 
Tarpon  Record,  The,  269 
Tay,  Increase  of  the  Weekly  Slap  on 

the,  103 

Tcherkassov,  Baron  Paul,  About  Rod 
Rings,  20 ;  American  Rods  and  Reels, 
73 

Tench-Trout,  The,  207 

Test,  Rod  to  let  on  the,  103 

Thames,  Opening  of  the  General  Fish- 
ing Season  on  the,  386 

Thames  Trout  Restocking  Association, 
First  Annual  Dinner,  233 

Thames  Trouting,  223,  282 

Theories  of  Mr.  Earl  Hodgson,  The, 
254 

Things  that    Happen    when  we  Go 

A-Fishing,  189,  225,  239 
Thomas,  W.  J. — Westmeath  Lakes  and 

Rivers,  393 
Tod,  E.  M. — Poem,  Ole  Joke,  etc.,  419 
Toronto  Fire,  The  Great,  266 
Tournaments,  see  "  Crystal  Palace," 

"  New  York  " 
Transvaal      Trout  Acclimatisation 

Society.  253 
Trout.  American  Illustrations  of,  329 
Trout  Angling  in  Due  Season,  301 
Trout  Feed  ?    Why  Won't  those  Biz, 

415 

Trout  Fishing,  Early  Spring,  252 
Trout  Fishing  in  Norway,  415  ;  in  the 

Transvaal,  140 
Trout  for  the  Thames,  55 
Trout  for  the  Tyne,  231 
Trout  from  the  Test,  161b.,  265 
Trout,  Growth  of,  30 
Trout  Rods  to  Let,  236,  329,  399 
Trout  Selling  Well,  87 
Trout  Stream  to  let  in  Hampshire,  265 
Tuna,  Tunny  or,  203 
Tweeds,  Scottish,  311 

UsK,  Rod  Season  on  the,  I 

"Val  Conson." — More  Jottings  of  an 
Amateur  Fly  Dresser,  21,  142,  222, 
366;  The  Theories  of  Mr.  Earl 
Hodgson,  209,  254 

Voracious  Fish,  91 

"W.  B.  S."— A  Chapter  of  Accidents, 

350 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Society,  322 

Wax  for  Fly  Tying,  119 

Weed  Cutter,  Wadham's,  298,  401 

Western  Waters,  Some,  313 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers,  393 

Wet-Fly  Fishing,  125 

Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling 

Society,  307 
When  do  Fish  Bite  Best  ?  314 
Where  Drake  played  Bowls,  76 
Wibbly-Wob,  125 
Wilton  Club,  The,  229 
Windermere  Angling  Association,  261, 

381 

Winter's  Tale,  A,  159 
Worms  for  Trout  Catching,  In  Defence 
of,  141 

Wye  Fishery  Board,  Annual  Meeting, 

99 

Yankee  Notions,  329 

Yorkshire,  Fishing  Waters  and  Quarters 

in,  159;  Notes  from,  181 
Yorkshire,  Good  Sport  with  Pike  and 

Roach,  40 
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Aluminium  Brogue  Nails,  396 
American  Reel  for  Bait  Casting,  etc., 

36,  51,  101,  117,  133. 
American  Salmon-Roe  Fisherman,  414 
"Angler's  Autobiography,  An,"  427 
Angling  Anecdotes,  70 
Angling  Fever,  Has  caught  the,  277, 

309.  328 

Answers  to  Correspondents,  see  under 

*'  Articles  " 
Aquarium  Troubles,  296 

Bailiff  Search  Pockets  1  May,  380 

Bait  Fishing,  220,  234,  328,  343,  360 

Baits  for  Carp,  379 

Baits  for  Sea  Fishing,  86,  101,  118 

Barbel.  351b.,  see  "Catfish" 

Bass  Fishing.  234,  263,  295 

Black  Bass,  The,  205 

Books  Wanted,  118,  278,  327,  429 

Breaking.  Cause  of  Lines,  16 

Bream,  Fine  Thames,  17,  35 

Bream,  Large,  35,  63 

Brogues  with  Alpine  Nails,  380,  395 

Bronzing,  134,  154,  170,  359,  380 

Burbot.  The,  68 

Button  for  Reel  Lines,  102,  116 

Butts  Ponds,  398 

Cabp  Fishing  in  East  Prussia,  102 
Carp,  Good  Sport  with  Carnatic,  102 
Carp,  Record,  263,  277,  296 
Catfish,  351b.,  360 
Chairman's  Voting  Power,  The,  427 
Challenge  Accepted.  Messrs.  Foster's, 

169,  183.  205.  234,  263,  277,  293, 

309,  343,  359,  379 
Charges  for  Salmon  Fishing.  70 
Chub,  The  big  Derwent,  183 
Clearing  a  Pond  of  Fish,  186,  206 
Codling  taking  Fly,  68 
Candor  QuiUs,  52,  70,  101 
Contents  of  Stomach  of  Trout,  Varied, 

398 

Creepers,  234,  248 

Crystal  Palace  Tournament,  220,  234, 
247,  309,  325,  397,  414,  427,  430 

Daddy  Longlegs  as  a  Bait,  430 

Dapping,  379,  395,  414,  427 

Darley  Dale  Club  Water,  The,  117 

Dee  Tackle,  The,  116,  134 

Deputation  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  263 

Dogfish  as  Food,  398 

Donegal,  The  Charms  of,  414 

Doubtful  Statement,  A.  153 

Dressings  of  Fliqs,  70,  132,  395 

Droppers  for  Wet  Fly  Fishing  (see  also 
"Wire"),  85,  132 

Dublin,  A  Note  from,  117 

Durham  and  District  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, 153 

Eels  Wanted,  170 

Eyed  Flies,  Hooks,  etc.,  see  "Flie?," 
"Hook." 

Favoubite  Flies,  «ee  "  Fish  and  their 

Fancies." 
Ferrules,  116,  153 

Fined  for  Selling  Fish  in  Close  Season, 
328 

Fish  and  their  Fancies  in  Flies,  17,  69 
Fish  Culture  in  the  Year  115  B.C.,  53 
Fish  Culture  by  Associations.  430 
Fishing  at,  in,  or  near  : — Aberdovey, 
327;  Abergele,  430;  Aden,  16;  Ald- 
burgh,  296 ;  Amersham,  360 ;  Angle- 
sey, 328,  343;  Ardennes.  296,  325, 
344;  Awbeg,  327,  343;  Bala,  427; 
Blyth,  234,  248;  Brittany,  343; 
Bude,  327  ;  Bundrowes,  134  ;  Bux- 
ton, 360 ;  Carmarthenshire,  54 ; 
Chagford,  170.  310;  Chichester,  70, 
328,  379;  Christchurch,  Hants,  427  ; 
Colorado,  264;  Colwyn  Bay,  398; 
Cork,  414;  Deal,  206,  430;  Dee,  154; 
Derbyshire,  101;  Devon,  154,  206; 
Donegal,  118;  Dove,  234,  248; 
Dovoy,   220,  234;   England,  264; 


Eastbourne,  429;  Epsom,  430; 
Filoy,  206 ;  Folkestone,  248 ;  France, 

327,  343  ;  Gorleston,  206 ;  Grasmere 
Lake,  328,  343;  Hampshire,  429; 
Harris,  343  ;  Hereford,  430  ;  Hodder, 
296;  Holyhead,  170;  Horsebridge, 
310;  Ipswich,  414;  Ireland,  117, 
118,  133,  134,  154,  310,  379,  414, 
429;  Isle  of  Man,  170;  Jamaica, 
360;  Killarney,  183;  Lake  Como, 
186 ;  Lake  District,  429 ;  Lake 
Geneva,  380;  Lancashire,  429 ;  Little- 
hampton,  234,  263;  London,  220; 
Lough  Erne,  278;  Lough  S willy,  310; 
Lougher,  118,  134  ;*Lympstone,  170; 
Medway,  264,  277  ;  Miller's  Dale, 
360  ;  Montreux,  206,  220 ;  Newquay, 
327 ;  Niagara,  54  ;  Norfolk  Broads, 
397,  414  ;  Normandy,  327,  343,  379, 
413,  414;  Norway,  296,  327;  Pad- 
stow,  427;  Paris,  170;  Pevensey 
Bay,  414 ;  Plymouth,  234  ;  Pwllheli, 
360;  Ribble,  117,  134,  398;  Rick- 
mansworth,  360;  Saltburn,  414,  430; 
Scarborough,    293;    Scotland,  264, 

328,  344,  360,  380,  397,  398,  414; 
Seaford,  134  ;  Southwold,  296  ;  Swit- 
zerland, -327,  343,  360 ;  Teify,  328  ; 
Tirol,  360,  380 ;  Towyn,  360  ;  Wales, 
264,  360 ;  Waveney,  327  ;  Wey- 
mouth, 1 70 ;  Worthing,  328,  343, 
379;  Wye,  328;  Yore,  296,  310; 
Yorkshire,  379,  427 

Flies,  Eyed  v.  Gut-tied,  17,  34,  52,  68, 

69,  86,  100,  101,  169 
Flies,  etc.,  in  Mr.  Hodgson's  "Trout 

Fishing,"  The,  248,  296 
Flies  on  Gut  Retied  on  Fresh  Gut,  69 
Flies,  Painted  Snipe,  153 
Floods,  Effect  of,  on  Trout  Food,  17 
Fly  and  One  Dressing,  One,  16 
Fly  Making,  Materials  for,  84,  102,  116, 

183,  206 
Fly  Releaser,  344 
Fly  Tying,  Hints  on,  186 
Fly  V.  Other  Methods,  264,  275 
Formalin,  118 
Francia's  Patent,  310,  360 
French    Angler's    Tip  for    Dry  -  Fly 

Anglers,  263,  264,  295 

Glass  Minnows  Wanted,  70 
Gold  and  Silver  Fish,  310 
Good  Work  not  Necessarily  Dear,  220 
Grandfather's  Fishing  Line,  154 
Grayling  I'ishing  in  Yorkshire,  379,  395, 
427 

Grayling  Fishing  Query,  A,  430 
Greenland  Bullhead,  The,  52 
Grey  Mullet,  427 

Hair  v.  Gut,  etc.,  397 
Hardy's  Tournament,  414 
Hebridean  Sporting  Association,  427 
Hook,  Eyed,  in  Salmon  Fishing,  54 
Hooks,  64,  134,  170 
Hurley  Lock  Dispute,  379 

Inventions  reinvented,  152 

Japanese  Gut  and  Glasgow  "Wut," 

186,  206 
Japanese  Views,  etc.,  170 
Jottings  of  an  Ailiateur  Fly  Dresser, 

247,  395.  430 

Killing  Fish,  Ways  of,  360,  379 
Kinking,  etc.,  35,  52,  206 
Kodak  Competition,  etc.,  309 

Lacing  Boots,  New  Method  of,  54 
Lake  Fishing  and  Shadows,  310 
Lake  Vyrnwy,  A  Note  from,  220 
Lamentations  of  Landrail,  325,  343, 
380 

Land  and  Water.  2000th  Number,  360 
Lantern  Slides,  16 

Ledger  Boom,  Lever  Pull,  327,  380, 
395 

Length  of  Rods,  248 
Light  Rods,  247 
Line  Distributer,  344 


Loch    Ness    Angling  Improvement 

Association,  153 
Lough  Corrib,  Angling  on,  413 
Luminous  Float,  328,  344 

Mahseeb,  Good  Sport  with,  102 
Mahseer  Query,  36 
Marazion  Reservoir,  183 
March  Brown  from  the  Derwent,  360 
May  Fly,  The,  397 
Measurements  of  Fish,  154 
Midge  Flies,  Double  Hooked,  427 
Moorland  Salmon  Stream,  A,  33,  62, 
70,  118 

Mortality  among  Fish  in  a  Pond,  278, 
293 

Mosquito  Lotion,  327 
Mullet  Fishing,  234,  263,  295 

Nairn  Report,  The,  170,  183 
Navy  League,   Questions  from.  132, 
429 

Nets  for  Landing  Salmon,  154,  170 
Nets,  Making,  263,  278 
Newbury,  Free  Trout  Fishing  Near, 
220 

Newfoundland  and  Mosquitoes,  278 
Nursling  Mill,  296 

"  Old  Harry,"  86 
Otter,  A  Word  for  the,  116 
Otters,  Destruction  of,  154 
Otters  on  the  Cam,  296 

Parasites,  278 

Paste,  How  to  Make  Green,  398,  427 
Pennell's    Single  -  Triangle  Spinning 

Flight,  Mr.,  33,  36,  61,  53,  68,  69,  84, 

85 

Phantoms  Rigged  Devon  Style,  248, 
278 

Photographic  Novelty,  A,  34 
Pike,  Curious  Fact  Be,  248 
Pike,  A  Fine  Wharfe,  53 
Pike  Fishing  Query,  186 
Pike,  Inglorious  Capture  of  a  261b.,  327 
Pike  on  Fly,  248,  278 
Pike  Problem,  A,  154,  185,  206 
Pike-Perch  for  England,  264,  296 
Pike,  Sport  with  the,  118,  134 
Pike  Tackle,  Spinning  Flights,  etc.,  16, 
17,  102 

Pikelets  in  May,  Capture  of,  397 
Points  of  Interest,  206 
Poisoning  from  Mussels,  70,  86 
Preservatives  for    Baits,    «ee   "  For- 
malin," 70,  328 
Priests,  328,  360 

Queries,  206,  360 

Rainbows,  etc..  132,  265,  398 

Recapture  of  Pike,  Curious,  206 

Red  Tag  Tip,  The,  359 

Reel  Fittings,  205 

Reels,  see  "  American,"  101 

Restocking,  Effect  of,  430 

Rings,  Too  Many,  on  Rod,  360,  379, 

Roach  and  Hybrids,  309 

Roach  and  Roach  Fishing,  34,  53 

Roach,  Mr.  Edmonds'  2lb  13oz.,  293 

Roach,  Thames,  133 

Roach,  Very  Fine,  234 

Roach  Pole,  Adaptation  of  the,  16 

Rod  for  Spinning  for  Salmon,  278 

Rod  Ring  or  Guide,  Detachable,  18,  35, 

53,  101,  116,  117,  133,  153 
Rod  Rings  and  Kinking,  see  "Kinking" 
Rubber,  Unvulcanised,  101,  134 
Rudd,  Reported  41b.  2oz.,  278 
Rules  Wanted,  360 
Russian  Anglers'  Association,  36,  101 

Salmon,  Colour  of,  86,  134,  169,  205, 
248 

Culture  in  America,  185 
Dead — out  of  aRiver,  Taking,  133 
Disease,  325,  344 
Does  not  mind  the  Hook,  278 
Feed  in  Fresh  Water  ?  Do,  205,  220, 
234 

Fishing  in  the  Lune,  51 


Fly,  The  Sir  Herbert,  84 

Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  in 

Paris,  205 
Fly  Casting,  Right  and  Wrong  Way, 

116 

Hooks,  Re  "  Ham- Young,"  86,  220 
In  the  Annan,  Large  run  of,  70 
Increase  of.  For  the,  343 
Leap,  Maximum,  170,  186 
I/ure,  327 
Reason  ?  Can,  359 
Roe,  Fishing  with,  397,  414 
Stocking,  170 
Teify,  49lb.,  328 
V.  Trout  in  the  Taw,  1 18,  152, 
Sear  Trout  in  Rivers,  see  "  White  Trout,' ' 
etc. 

Seals  and  Fish-Destroying  Birds,  154 
Single  Hook  v.  Treble,  69 
Snake  Rings  and  Kinking.see '  'Kinking' ' 
"  Special  Scotch's  "  reports,  see ' '  Nairn ,' ' 
247 

Spinning  and  Bait  Fishing  injurious  to 

a  "  Fly  "  Water  ?  Why  is,  248,  264 
Spinning  for  Thames  Trout,  430 
Spinning  Tackle,  Rings,  etc.,  68,  70, 

84,  100,  118,  310,  328,  344,  413 
Splicing  Lines,  164,  248,  264 
Sport  to  (Mr.)  Phillips,  185 
Stain  from  Gut,  To  Remove,  398 
Steel  Boats,  118,  153,  164 
Steel  Rods,  360,  379,  398 
Steelhead  Trout  in  California,  185 
Stocking  Llanelly  Reservoir,  101 
Stocking  Ponds,  296.  429 
Stone  Flies,  296 
Storr's  Flight,  70,  86 
Strengthening     Rods,     "  Scottie's  " 

Method,  see  "Challenge  Accepted  " 
Swans  on  a  Trout  Lake,  1 18 
Swivel  with  Spring  Catch,  etc.,  86,  101, 

118 


Taw,  Salmon  v.  Trout,  118,  152 

Thames  Trout  Fishing,  248 

Traces  for  Heavy  Sea  Fish,  35,  154  1 

Trailing  or  Pot  Hunting,  18,  33 

Trent,  A  Legal  Question,  Re  the,  360 

Triangle  Query,  A  Trailing,  63 

Trolhng  on  Windermere,  395 

Trolling  Tackle,  85 

Trout  and  Other  Fish  in  a  Lake,  36 

Trout  Angling  in  due  Season,  344 

Trout,  from  the  Clwyd,  61b.,  398 

Trout  from  Lough  Conn,  220 

Trout  Fry  Feeding  Question,  69,  360 

Trout  Galore,  429 

Trout.  Good  Darenth,  380 

Trout  Licence  Again,  183 

Trout  Licence  Money  not  used  for  Trout 

Protection,  152 
Trout,  Limit  to  Size  of,  53 
Trout  of  16lb.  Caught  by  a  Lad  of 

Ten  Y'ears,  293 
Trout  on  Roach  Tackle,  Thames,  186 
Trout,  Spring  Sea,  see  "  White  Trout  " 
Trout  Transferring,  51 
Turtle  Culture,  310 

Tweed  in  February,  Clean  Salmon  or 
Baggits  and  Kelts  in  the,  183 


Wall  Fly,  The,  429 

Waterproof  Lines,  To,  185 

Water  Ousel,  The,  277 

Wax,  Liquid,  69,  86 

Weever's  Sting,  248,  264 

Weight  of  Tackle,  344 
!  Wet  Fly  Fishing  with  Dry  Flies,  86 
i  What  is  It  ?  278 

1  White  Trout— Are  they  Kelts  ?  278 
296.  309,  324,  327.  413 
"Wimplin,"  17 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORi 


A  LINE  to  reciprocate  and  in  appreciation  of  the 
many  good  wishes  for  Christmas  and  the  New  Year 
sent  by  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

"  Too  Much  Fresh  Air  is  Water  Deadly  to 
Fish" — Effect  on  Salmon. 

Mr.  Henry  W.  Johnston  writes  : — 

"  In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  26  Mr.  Marston 
shortly  notices  under  the  above  heading  a  paper 
(•  A  Fatality  among  Fishes  in  Water  containing 
an  Excess  of  Dissolved  Air')  read  by  Mr. 
Marsh  at  a  meeting  of  the  American  Fisheries' 
Society  at  Wood's  Hole,  Mass.,  in  July  last. 
Apart  from  its  interest  to  fish-breeders  and  its 
clear  explanation  of  the  way  in  which  an  excess 
of  air  can  kill  fish,  the  information  contained  in  this 
article  has  a  distinct  bearing  upon  the  movements 
of  salmon  and  more  or  less  on  those  of  other  fish. 
It  seems  clear  that  salmon  require  to  breathe 
oxygen  (and  perhaps  other  gases)  in  quantities 
within  certain  limits,  hut  it  is  difficult  to  state  what 
these  Umits  exactly  are,  and  how  much  or  howfittle 
air  the  water  must  contain  to  induce  fish  to  run  up 
any  river  and  keep  them  lively  enough  to  respond 
to  the  angler's  invitation.  The  temperature  of  the 
water  has  been  much  studied  in  this  connection,  but 
it  is  desirable  to  go  a  step  further  and  inquire  how 
the  temperature  affects  the  gaseous  contents  of 
different  ri  vers.  We  know  that  when  the  barometer 
stands  at  30in.  and  the  river  thermometer  at  .32deg. 
the  water  is  naturally  capable  of  absorbing  about 
24  per  cent,  more  oxygen  than  when  its  temperature 
rises  to  .jOfleg.,  and  say  46  per  cent,  more  than  when 
it  increases  to  68deg.  Also  that  at  both  32deg.  and 
68deg.  the  Umits  of  safety  have  not  been  reached, 
although  such  extremes  are  not  good  for  anghng,  as 
they  make  salmon  sluggish  and  disinclined  to  rise. 
The  fish  are  then  breathing  under  difficulties,  and 
are  also  affected  by  the  state  of  their  blood  circula- 
tion, the  temperature  of  which  rises  and  falls  along 
with  that  of  the  water,  but  always  maintained  Ideg. 
to  .3deg.  higher.  It  is  a  simple  matter  to  test  the 
heat  of  the  blood,  but  not  so  easy  to  ascertain  what 
quantity  of  air  different  waters  contain  without 
proper  apphances  and  a  scientific  training,  and  if 
anyone  can  suggest  some  practical  method  that  can 


the  ordinary  jumping  competition  ;  Feb.  10,  extra- 
ordinary race  over  50  kilometres  ;  and  the  various 
competitions  of  the  principal  local  clubs  will  take 
place  about  the  same  time.  The  miUtary  manoju- 
vres  on  ski  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Christiania  have 
commenced,  and  will  be  carried  on  as  long  as  the 
condition  of  the  snow  allows. 

"  Many  EngUsh  tourists  give  up  their  intended 
winter  trip  to  Norway  for  fear  of  crossing  the  North 
Sea  at  this  time  of  the  year,  but  the  fact  is  that, 
on  the  whole,  the  North  Sea  is  hardly  any  worse  in 
winter  than  in  the  summer,  and  many  are  those  who 
have  crossed  it  winter  a.8  well  as  summer  over  and 
over  again,  and  have  found  the  winter  passage  by 
no  means  worse  than  that  of  the  summer.  Several 
years  ago  there  actually  was  one  weak  point  for  such 
a  trip,  and  that  was  the  chahce  of  the  steamer  being 
frozen  in  in  the  Christiania  Fjord  ;  but  the  capital 
now  possesses  one  of  the  most  powerful  ice-breakers 
in  the  world,  and  the  fjord  is  now  easily  kept  open 
the  whole  winter.  However,  people  who  do  object 
to  sea  travel,  can  leave  London  any  day,  and  by 
way  of  Calais,  Ostend,  Flushing,  or  Hook  of  Holland 
reach  Christiania  by  the  overland  route  in  about 
fifty-six  hours  on  comfortable  trains  fitted  with 
restaurant  and  sleeping-cars.  The  Norwegian 
Tourist  Traffic  Association,  Storthingsgade,  2, 
Christiania,  will  be  glad  to  answer  any  inquiries  from 
English  tourists  intending  to  visit  Norway."- 

An  Angler  of  Eighty  Lands  Seventy  Salmon. 

Let  it  be  recorded  that  Walter  M.  Brackett,  the 
fish  painter,  who  is  eighty  years  of  age  at  the  present 
time,  caught  seventy  salmon  in  his  six  weeks'  outing 
on  the  river  St.  Marguerite  last  summer.  He  has 
seldom  missed  a  season  on  this  Canadian  stream  for 
a  third  of  a  century.  To  handle  and  land  so  many 
big  fish  shows  a  remarkably  vigorous  old  age.- 
Walter's  brother,  E.  A.  Brackett,  of  Winchester, 
Mass.,  is  eighty-five. 

New  Fish  Discovered.- 

The  exploring  expedition  sent  out  to  the  Seychelles 
in  1898  and  1899  by  the  Hopkins  and  Stanford 
Universities  secured  so  great  a  lot  of  specimens  for 
their  museums  that  work  on  them  is  not  yet  finished. 
In  the  fishes  alone  twenty-three  new  kinds  were  dis- 
covered, and  of  these  no  less  than  five  differ  so  much 
from  any  known  forms  that  they  must  be  con- 
sidered as  entirely  new  species — that  is,  new  to 
man.  They  probably  are  all  a  great  deal  older  than 
Adam. 

The  Captain  Kicked  Overboard  by  a  Horse 
Mackerel. 

"  A  few  days  ago,  while  a  crew  of  fishermen  from 
Long  Branch,  N.  J.,  was  lifting  a  net,  a  6001b. 
horse  mackerel  was  seen  enmeshed.  The  account 
says  the  monster  was  landed  in  the  boat,  but  was 
bent  on  doing  '  stunts,'  even  after  being  tied  -with 
a  rope.  The  fish,  -with  a  slash  of  its  tail,  knocked 
the  seat  from  under  Captain  Charles  Van  Dyke, 
who  was  thrown  overboard.  The  crew  with  great 
difficulty  rescued  him,  but  not  till  they  had  speared 
the  fish  to  death.  The  mackerel  was  shipped  to 
Philadelphia." 

It  is  very  funny  that  "  not  till  they  had  speared 
the  fish  to  death"  could  they  attend  to  the  Captain  ! 

Fishing  in  Victoria,  Australia. 

Mr.  John  Scott,  of  the  Anglers'  Depot.  364, 
Bourke-street,  Melbourne,  issues  for  the  benefit  of 
anglers  a  card  giving  extracts  from  tlie  Fisheries 
Act  of  the  Colony  for  1890,  showing  the  close  times, 
limits  of  size,  cost  of  fishing  Ucences,  etc.  They  are 
ahead  of  us,  for  except  as  regards  the  Thames  and 
the  Lea,  there  is  no  legal  restriction  respecting  the 
sizes  or  weights  of  freshwater  fish.  It  is  a  pity  that 
the  capture  and  sale  of  fish  below  a  certain  size  is 
not  prohibited  by  law.  Of  course  private  regula- 
tions can  be  and  are  made,  but  this  does  not  apply 
to  waters  open  to  anyone  to  fish,  as  regards  others 
than  those  bound  by  such  regulations. 

Eel  Culture. 

In  Germany  young  eels  are  sold  to  fish  breeders, 
who  keep  them  in  ponds  and  fatten  them  on  cheap 
offal,  and  sell  them  when  large  enough  in  the  fish 
market.  I  should  think  that  it  might  be  made  to 
pay  in  this  country.  I  see  that  Mr.  H.  Popp,  of 
Hamburg,  vAW  sell  1000  young  live  eels  about  lOin. 
long  for  £2,  or  500  for  £1,  which  seems  cheap  enough 
in  all  conscience.  R.  B.  Marston. 


be  worked  without  difficulty,  it  would  be  very 
useful.  In  the  discussion  that  followed  Mr.  Marsh's 
paper  it  was  stated  that  a  rough  comparison 
between  two  samples  in  glass  bottles  might  be  made 
by  observing  the  air  bubbles  that  rose  from  each, 
but  this  is  hardly  enough.  Reference  was  also 
made  to  a  German  system  (Allgemeine  Fischerei- 
Zeitung,  1902,  p.  408),  but  details  were  not 
given.  Salmon  during  cold  weather  prefer  the  still 
pools  and  will  not  face  the  rush  of  broken  water, 
full  of  air,  coming  over  a  fall,  nor  will  they  then 
rest  in  the  rapid  streams,  because  in  both  places 
oxygen  is  too  abundant  for  their  tastes.  In  summer, 
however,  with  less  air  in  the  water  than  they  need, 
the  fish  frequent  these  better  aerated  situations,  so 
as  to  get  as  much  oxygen  as  they  can.  The  same 
cause  leads  to  a  movement  of  fish  at  certain  hours 
of  the  day  in  small  shallow  rivers,  where  the  water 
heats  up  quickly  under  the  strength  of  a  summer 
sun,  so  that  the  question  of  air  contained  in  water 
is  one  that  anglers  might  study  with  practical 
advantage.'' 

The  Rod  Season  on  the  Use. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Lyne  kindly  sends  me  the  following 
note  of  the  sport  on  the  Usk  this  year  ;  it  is  very 
gratifying  after  the  bad  seasons  of  late  years  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  my  letter  to  you  of 
Oct.  16  last,  I  have  now  made  up  my  return  of 
salmon  caught  \vith  the  rod  and  line,  and  the  fol- 
lowing are  the  figures  : — Monmouthshire,  1000 
salmon,  10,7351b.  ;  Breconshire,  986  salmon, 
91061b.— total,  1986  salmon,  19,8411b.  The  largest 
fish  caught  witli  the  rod  and  line  was  462lb. — Yours 
truly,  "  Horace  S.  Lyne, 

"  Secretary  United  Usk  Fishery  Association, 
Westgate  Chambers,  Newport,  Mon.". 

Fish  Culture. 

In  the  German  fishing  paper  Allgemeine  Fischerei 
Zeitung  I  see  an  advertisement  of  a  patent  fish- 
breeding  tray  or  trough  for  trout  fry,  which  seems 


to  be  useful.  It  is  sold  by  Herr  Wilhelm  Beyer- 
maker  of  piscicultural  apparatus,  Erfurt,  Germany- 
He  will  send  his  illustrated  price  list  to  fish  breeders - 


Winter  Sport  in  Norway. 

Mr.  H-  Hailing,  of  the  Norwegian  Tourist  Asso- 
ciation, sends  me  this  note  :  — 

"  Visitors  to  Norway  will  be  interested  to  know 
that  the  newly-formed  '  Forening  for  Reisehvet  i 
Norge '  (Norwegian  Tourist  Traffic  Association) 
has  now  established  an  office  in  Christiania, 
Storthingsgade,  2.  The  main  object  of  the  society 
is  development  of  tourist  traffic  in  Norway,  for 
which  purpose  the  office  has  been  estabhshed  to 
give  information  of  any  kind  to  people  desirous  of 
visiting  Norway  (free  of  charge  of  course). 

"It  is  not  now  the  actual  tourist  season  in  Norway; 
but  the  '  winter-sport '  season  is  now  at  its  begin- 
ning. The  lakes  are  aheady  frozen,  and  splendid 
opportunity  1  for  skating  is  afforded  at  numerous 
country-places.  The  skating-rink  at  Christiania 
was  opened  early  in  December,  the  Aveather  having 
been  very  cold  of  late.  Recently  heavy  falls  of 
snow  in  the  interior  have  brought  about  the  opening 
of  the  '  ski '  season,  and  as  the  snow  is  now  falling 
freely  even  in  Christiania  the  sleighs  have  aheady 
been  brought  out.  Reports  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  town  confirm  that  the  winter  season  has 
actually  set  in.  and  in  a  few  days  skiing,  skating, 
sleighing,  and  all  sorts  of  winter  sports  will  be  in  full 
swing.  The  grand  annual  ski  competition  at 
HolmenkoUen  will  come  off  as  per  following  pro- 
gramme :— On  Feb.  7,  jumping  for  boys  under 
20  years  ;  on  same  data,  ordinary  long  race  ;  Feb.  8, 
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A  NOTE  ABOUT  THE  BLACK  BASS 
AND  THE  AMERICAN  METHOD  OF 
BAIT-CASTING  FROM  THE  REEL. 

f  Althotjoh  not  intended  to  be  published  witii  the 
article,  Mr.  Levison  gives  such  useful  hints  about 
the  black  bass  that  I  have  prefixed  his  letter  to  me 


to  enable  an  angler  to  cast  a  bait  suggested  the 
enclosed  short  article  on  the  method  in  vogue  here. 
The  photos  enclosed  to  illustrate  it  were  made  on 
the  roof  of  my  house  two  or  three  weeks  ago  simply 
for  amusement  and  without  any  intention  at  the 
time  of  using  them  for  such  a  purpose.  In  the 
negatives  the  line  is  clearly  visible,  but  in  these 
prints  it  has  been  marked  in  to  ensure  its  showing 


article  appears  an  interesting  anecdote  of  the  late 
Thad.  Norris,  but  as  it  bears  on  the  same  subject, 
it  will  be  better  to  follow  this  on&. 

"  I  am  glad  to  see  that  another  attempt  to  stock 
your  waters  with  our  black  bass  is  hkely  to  be  made. 
Should  it  be  successful,  as  it  probably  will  be,  the 
very  glowing  picture  of  their  game  qualities  de- 
picted by  your  correspondent '  The  Boston  Bittern ' 


!  I 

-  t 

11^   .j 

1.  Overhead  Cast. 

The  start  forward,  side  view.    The  white  rubber  frog  may  be 
clearly  seen  on  the  end  of  tlie  lino. 


0  \  i:i<.iH:.\L>  Las.']'. 
Front  view  at  the  start  forward. 


3.  Overhead  Cast. 
Showing  rod  further  forward  just  as  it  straightens. 


4.  Overhead  Cast. 

Side  view  just  before  rod  straightens  as  the  force  forward  L? 
nearly  spent  and  the  line  begins  to  run  out. 


5.  Overhead  Cash. 

Side  view.  Tlie  line  rapidly  running  out.  Shows  the  line 
fluttering  between  the  reel  and  guides.  This  indicates 
that  the  reel  is  rendering  the  line  faster  than  the  lure  can  pull 
it  through  the  guides,  and  unless  the  reel  is  checked  there  will 
be  a  "  back  lash." 


0.  Uv  iiKHEAD  Cast. 


Side  \'iew,  showing  line  just  going  over  the  perpendicular 
before  starting  forward. 


to  his  article  gn  the  American  style  of  casting, 
which,  together  with  the  illustrations,  is  most 
interesting.— R.  B.  M.| 

"Brooklyn,  U.S-.A.,  Dec.  2,  1903. 
"  Dear  Sir, — The  description  in  the  Oct.  .31 
Fishing  Gazette  of  that  awful  outrigger  attachment 


in  the  cuts.  The  picture  of  the  reel  shows  its  fxad 
size,  but  if  you  think  it  not  of  sufficient  interest,  or 
room  is  precious,  it  can  be  left  out ;  but  as  reels  of 
this  type  are  so  little  known  over  there,  it  seems  to 
me  that  if  possible  it  should  be  given  space. 

"  I  have  ready  to  send  you  shortly  after  this 


I  fear  will  cause  great  disappointment.  For  three 
months  every  year  for  sixteen  years  1  fished  nearly 
every  favourable  day  for  the  email-mouth  variety, 
which  from  the  sporting  point  of  view  is  much 
superior — this  in  one  of  the  best  sections  in  tliis 
county  for  these  fish  of  large  size — and  during  that 
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period  my  largest  fish  were  a  trifle  under  81b.  Of 
such  size  I  caught  a  great  many.  The  two  largest 
that  I  saw  caught  in  that  locality  during  the  whole 
time  was  one  of  61b.  4oz.  and  another  of  61b.  6oz., 
and  this  last  mentioned  fish  took  a  prize  that  was 
offered  that  season  for  the  largest  small-mouth  black 


have  mentioned  them,  and  hope  the  stocking  of 
these  fish  will  be  a  success.  With  best  wishes. — 
Yours  sincerely,  "  C.  G.  Levison." 

Now  that  a  number  of  up-to-date  British  anglers 
have  been  converted  to  our  type  of  light  fly-rods, 
and  consequently  some  of  your  better  rod  makers 


When  this  is  thoroughly  done  by  some  unpreju- 
diced and  well-known  angler,  and  conscientiously 
reported,  the  result  will  probably  Ix;  that  the 
American  stylo  will  be  so  universally  adopted  that 
henceforth  all  such  mechanical  appendages  as  that 
shown  and  described  in  the  Fishirvj  GazeUe  of 


7.  Overhead  Cast. 


Just 


easy  to  reach  80ft.  or  100ft.    Line  running  out. 


>>.  Underhand  Cast. 
To  tlie  left,  forward.    The  start. 


bass  caught  with  hook.  line,  and  rod  anywhere  in  the 
world.  This  fish  was  caught  by  my  companion  and 
on  my  (ackle.  The  incident  was  described  by  me 
in  your  paper  at  the  time.  i«r  - 

"  The  large-mouth  variety  over  filb.  are  more 
plentiful,  and  I  liave  taken  and  seen  numbers  of 
such  caught,  but  the  largest  I  ever  caught  was  only 
T^lb.  In  the  warm  waters  of  the  Southern  States 
they  grow  to  great  size,  but  I  am  told  by  those  who 
have  caught  very  large  ones  from  these  warm  waters 
that  they  have  no  fight  in  them  at  all,  but  come  to 
the  net  like  an  old  water-soaked  log.  This  I  can 
well  believe,  as  even  in  cold  waters  where  I  have 
taken  the  large-mouth  variety  they  show  very  httle 
light  after  being  hooked  as  compared  to  the  sniall- 
moutb.  This  variety,  howevei-,  aie  very  liljeial 
biters,  and  will  take  almost  any  moving  nuifwi; 
lure  ;  but  for  catching  with  the  fly  the  amall-mouth 
variety  are  to  be  preferred.  There  is  a  pond  here 
on  Long  Island  about  fifty  miles  from  my  house 
which  is  well  stocked  with  large-mouth  bass,  and 
■where  I  sometimes  fish.  The  outlet  is  a  fine  stream 
that  empties  in  the  salt  water  about  four  miles 
below  the  pond.  When  the  water  of  the  pond  is 
very  high  or  the  dam  breaks  away,  as  has  happened 
once  or  twice,  many  bass  will  go  down  the  stream 
and  be  caught  in  the  salt  water  on  the  flood  tide. 
This  evidently  kills  them  at  once,  as  they  are  found 
in  numbers  along  the  banks  dead  or  dying.  I  do 
not  think  that  they  wish  to  escape  from  the  pond 
or  stream  as  do  rainbow  trout,  but  they  are  simply 
caught  unawares  by  the  salt  water  at  high  tide  and 
kiUed 

;'  Thinking^these  few  facts  may  interest  you,  I 


having  been  forced  to  attempt  their  production,  the 
next  step  in  the  evolution  of  Enghsh  methods 
should  be  the  practical  investigation  by  some  of 
your  pike  anglers,  who  also  spin  for  trout  and 
salmon,  of  the  American  stylo  of  bait-casting  with 
our  short  ligiit  rods  and  sm  Jl  multiplying  reels. 


Oct.  .31  last,  as  well  as  all  mechanical  breaks  to 
control  the  reel  during  the  cast,  will  be  relegated  to 
the  angling  club's  museums. 

In  all  bait-casting  competitions  from  the  reel  in 
America  one  hard-and-fast  rule  is  that  the  reel  must 
be  absolutely  free-running.    This  bars  the  use  of 


Latest  Model  Aluminium  Bait-Casting  Reel, 
iMade  by  the  Wm.  H.  Talbot  Co. 
(Reproduced  the  exact  size.) 
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any  mechanical  appliance  whatever  to  control  it 
during  the  flight  of  the  lure,  and  therefore  records 
that  may  be  nwide  in  competitions  where  such 
mechanical  aids  are  allowed  should  not  be  con- 
sidered as  being  in  a  similar  class. 

In  the  letter  from  Mr.  Creighton,  the  Canadian 
angler,  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  31,  describing 
an  English  single-action  bait-casting  reel,  which  I 
behove  depends  on  a  mechanical  brake  to  control 
it  as  the  cast  is  made,  this  occurs  :  "  Being  accus- 
tomed to  see  United  States  experts  casting  from  the 
reel  to  surprisingly  long  distances,  with  great  accuracy 
and  delicacy,  I  can  thoroughly  appreciate  the  per- 
formance of  your  reel.  It  has  the  advantage  over 
the  beautifully  made  but  expensive  ones  which  they 
use  of  moderate  cost  and  of  being  learned  after  very 
little  practice,  instead  of  requiring  years  to  acquire 
the  knack  of  thumbing  the  line."-  (The  itahcs  are 
mine. ) 

To  this  last  claim  you,  sir,  take  exception,  and 
no  doubt  justly,  for  it  must  be  acknowledged  by 
anyone  who  attempts  to  cast  a  bait  in  the  American 
style  with  suitable  tackle  that  it  is  a  very  simple 
matter  to  control  the  reel  with  the  protected  thumb, 
as  you  contend. 

As  you  further  question,  however,  if  this  method 
is  the  best,  but  suggest  no  substitute,  it  might  be  of 
much  benefit  to  those  interested  if  you  will  state  the 
reasons  for  the  doubt. 

Regarding  the  construction  of  the  Enghsh  reel. 
Mr.  Creighton  further  states  : — "  I  am  glad  to  see 
that  you  have  adopted  the  enlargement  of  the 
spindle  and  the  contraction  of  the  drum,  which 
gives  very  rapid  recovery."  While  this  is  true  the 
smaller  American  multipher  recovers  line,  if  any- 
thing, more  rapidly,  and,  if  the  results  in  casting 
stated  by  Mr.  Creighton  and  aa  shown  by  our 
tournament  records  are  considered,  it  has  also  many 
points  of  excellence  which  are  not  possessed  by  any 
single-action  bait-casting  reel  yet  produced. 

When  sifted  down,  the  question  of  their  high  cost 
appears  to  be  the  principal  and  only  feasible  objec- 
tion to  our  fine  bait-casting  reels  maintained  by 
Mr.  Q-eighton  and  one  or  two  Britisli  anglers  who 
have  corresponded  with  me,  and,  if  my  memory  is 
correct,  several  who  to  some  extent  have  from 
time  to  time  expressed  their  views  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  This  being  conceded,  the  question  may  be 
asked.  Are  such  fine  reels  necessary  ;  and,  if  so,  are 
they  worth  the  high  cost  ?  Well,  that  depends. 
If  an  angler's  enjoyment  is  increased  by  using  refined 
portable  tools  that  enable  him  to  accomplish  results 
that  are  unattainable  with  less  valuable  ones,  and 
this  with  a  minimum  amount  of  physical  exertion, 
any  sum  within  his  means  invested  with  this  end  in 
view  cannot  be  considered  extravagant ;  but  if 
the  sport  is  indulged  in  simply  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  provisions  in  the  shape  of  fish  at  the  least 
possible  outlay,  then  any  expense  for  extras  may  be 
too  much. 

Our  highest  grade  bait-casting  reels,  made  of 
aluminium  or  German  silver  with  six  sapnhire  jewels 
in  the  bearings  for  fresh  water  by  our  best  maker, 
cost  about  $45.  One  of  these  reels  with  proper  care 
should  last  with  any  amount  of  use  two  or  three  hfe- 
times,  so  when  its  actual  value  and  durabihty  be 
considered,  the  price  is  not  so  excessive  as  at  first  it 
may  appear,  and  it  is  not  probable  that  it  could  be 
duphcated  anywhere  in  the  world  for  less  money. 

The  Wm.  H.  Talbot  Company,  of  Nevada,  Mo., 
U.S.A.,  make  these  reels,  and  also  make  a  very  fine 
and  sensitive  one  without  jewels,  as  low  as  ^521. 
Jiegular  trade  reels  made  in  large  quantities  may  be 
bought  at  retail  for  .«!.'>  and  less,  but  these  are  not  the 
kind  tliat  arc  l)oiiig  ihscussed. 

These  pictures,  which  I  wish  were  better,  were 
recently  made  on  the  roof  of  my  residence,  and  will 
help  to  demonstrate  the  superiority  of  tlie  American 
style  of  bait-casting  from  the  reel  and  the  simple 
tackle  employed  as  compared  with  such  cumbious 
additions  as  t  he  moveable  outriggers,  which  twist  the 
line  and  add  to  the  friction,  turnabout  reels,  which 
also  twist  the  line,  "  quaint  wire  flower-baskets  " 
strapped  on  the  belt,  and  similar  clumsy  contri- 
vances useil  in  Crcat  Britain  for  tlie  same  purpose. 

Tlie  rod  sliown  is  one  made  hy  K.  F.  Payne,  of 
Highland  Mills,  N.Y.,  and  is  ratlier  shorter  than 
usually  used  i  >f  angling,  but  it  was  seh'cted  on  this 
account,  so  that  its  full  length  might  come  within 
the  plat:-.  The  red  on  the  rod  is  one  of  Talbot's 
b,-;8t.  mide  of  aluminium,  and  holding  100  yards  of 
Gtrong  has.  The  lure  bemg  ca5t  i.^  a  sold  rubber 
frog  weighing  ioz. 

Although  soma  of  the  many  advantages  of  the 
American  style  of  bait-casting  from  the  reel  have 


been  described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  it  may  be  well 
to  again  mention  one,  that  all  anglers  should  appre- 
ciate the  even  distribution  of  the  wear  on  the  rod. 
The  underhand  cast  being  made  while  the  reel  is 
held  on  top,  puts  the  strain  on  that  side  of  the  rod, 
and  the  next  instant  the  strain  is  reversed  to  the 
other  side  by  turning  it  to  bring  the  reel  and  guides 
underneath  to  retrieve  the  line  or  play  a  fish. 

Constantly  changing  the  strain  in  tliis  manner,  and 
thus  equally  using  the  rod  both  ways,  kecjps  it  i)cr- 
fectly  straight  and  in  splendid  condition. 

Nov.,  1903.  C.  G.  Levison. 

[I  hope  Mr.  Levison  will  come  over  here  and  show 
us  "  how  to  do  it."  I  do  not  think  that  he  appre- 
ciates the  fact  that  th^  casting  devices  which  he 
laughs  at  are  either  intended  for  those  who  cannot 
learn  to  use  the  ordinary  Nottingham  reel  or  for  use 
with  such  extremely  light  baits  and  tackle  that  you 
cannot  overcome  the  vis  inertia'  of  any  reel.  The 
"  pull  "  is  not  sufficient  to  start  the  reel  unless  great 
force  is  used.  In  the  ordinary  Nottingham  reel  the 
only  break  used  is  the  finger  or  fingers.  I  am  very 
glad  to  give  Mr.  Levison's  description  and  illustra- 
tions, and  thank  him  for  them  sincerely.  We  maj' 
be  old-fashioned  in  this  country,  but  we  are  never 
too  old  to  learn.  I  see  Mr.  Levison  says  that  the 
lure  is  a  solid  rubber  frog  weighing  half  an  ounce. 
Is  this  the  whole  weight  cast,  or  is  there  a  lead 
sinker  as  well  ?  In  another  column  will  be  found 
an  advertisement  of  the  Talbot  Reel. — R.  B.  M.] 


ME.  GEO.  EDMONDS'  FINE 
THAMES  EOACH. 

It  was  near  the  celebrated  Bells  of  Ouzeley,  on 
the  Thames,  that  Mr.  Geo.  Edmonds,  of  Walton-on- 
Thames,  immortalised  himself  by  catching  a  genuine 
roach  weighing  21b.  13ioz.,  which  is  certainly  the 
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Mr.  Geo.  Edmonds  akd  his  Fine  Ro.\ch. 


record  for  the  Thames  ;  in  fact.  I  doubt  if  we  have 
another  record  of  a  leal  roach  of  the  size  from  an}' 
water.  Bigger  fish  have  been  reported,  but  they 
turned  out  not  to  be  roach.  Mr.  Edmonds  tells  me 
he  has  sent  the  fish  to  Messrs.  John  Cooper  &  Sons, 
28,  Radnor-street,  St.  Luke's.  London,  to  be  set  up 
and  cased,  and  lie  could  not  liave  put  the  work  into 
better  hands.  The  other  day  Messrs.  Cooper  sent 
home  a  r>\h.  12oz.  chub,  which  they  have  set  up 
for  me,  and  it  is  first-rate,  and  infinitely  more  worth 
having  than  anj'  ])ainted  cast  in  my  opinion,  because 
you  Jiave  always  the  outside  of  the  original  fish, 
witli  the  actual  fins  antl  tail  wliicli  were  used  so 
splendidly  in  the  fish's  last  great  figlit.  If  it  is  a 
cast — well,  anyone  may  have  caught  it  or  bought  it, 
and  there  may  bo  a  dozen  of  it  in  existence.  As 
long  as  fish  ran  be  set  up  with  such  hfehke  quahties 
as  Messrs.  Cooper  &  Sons  give  us,  and  at  the  very 
mod?rat3  prices  they  charge,  there  is  no  fear  of  their 
art  d}ang  from  neglect.  Of  course  some  so-called 
fish -preservers  make  hideous  abortions  out  of 


"  specimen  fish."-  Mr.  Griffiths,  of  the  Frensham 
Pond  Hotel,  has  a  perfect  nightmare  of  a  pike  in 
his  bar  ;  he  also  has  a  wonderfully  well  set-up  hen 
fish,  with  the  smallest  head  and  most  bream-like 
depth  of  body  I  ever  saw.  I  said  the  other  was  a 
"  nightmare,"  but  it  is  a  hbel  on  the  sex,  as  it  must 
have  been  a  male  bogey  pike.    R.  B.  Makston. 


WINTER  GRAYLING  FISHING 
IN  THE  NORTH. 


The  weather  lately  has  been  typical  for  gray- 
ling, and  as  the  rivers,  although  at  the  time  gf 
writing  still  on  the  big  side,  are  rapidly  running  in, 
prospects  are  brighter  than  they  have  been  for 
some  time.  I  expect  to  hear  of  some  good  catches 
being  made. 

Up  to  now  the  oockspur  worm  has  answered  best, 
and  personally  I  consider  it  a  far  better  and  more 
reliable  bait  than  maggot  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
August  I  have  always  found  the  best  month  -for  the 
latter  named  lure,  so  far  as  grayling  are  concerned.' 
Formerly,  brandlings  used  to  be  considered  the 
thing.  Theakstone,  in  one  of  the  early  editions  of 
his  "British  Angling  Flies,"  remarks  in  his  notes 
on  November,  "  The  hardy  winter  fisherman  with 
his  brandlings  may  pack  his  pannier  with  black  fat 
grayling.'t 

Brandlings  are  said  to  be  attractive  on  account 
of  their  strong  smell ;  but  in  the  first  place  they 
are  too  tender,  and  cannot  be  toughened,  and  in 
the  second  they  are  too  large,  and  therefore  easily 
nipped  off  the  hook  by  the  wary  grayling. 

A  cockspur  about  an  inch  long  is  just  the  thing 
for  the  small  hook,  which  is  an  absolute  necessity 
in  this  branch  of  the  gentle  art,  just  as  in  roach 
fishing.  I  have  invariably  found  that  a  good  roach 
fisher  will  score  equally  well  with  grayling.  Nor  is 
the  reason  very  far  to  seek.  These  two  fish  take  the 
worm  or  maggot  in  precisely  the  same  way — namely, 
very  gingerly,  and  at  times  pnly  an  expert  can 
ensure  a  good  basket,  and  even  experts  sometimes 
are  dead  beaten. 

The  usual  float  adopted  in  Yorkshire  for  "  swim- 
ming "  the  worm  is  a  small  round  one  about  the  size 
of  a  marble,  light  brown  on  the  under  side,  and 
either  red  or  white  on  the  top.  This  is  fixed  in  its 
place  on  the  line  by  a  tiny  wooden  or  quill  peg. 
When,  however,  the  fish  are  taking  very  gingerly  I 
change  to  a  very  light  peacock  quill  float,  coloured 
green  on  the  lower  part  and  white  on  the  top, 
which  will  be  more  sensitive  to  a  slight  touch,  or, 
rather,  "  a  fine  bite,"  as  anglers  terra  it.  What- 
ever float  is  adopted,  it  must  be  light  enough  for 
one  shot  to  cock  it  properly. 
The  "FisHiNf;  Gazette"  Christmas  Ni'mber. 

The  Christmas  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  is 
a  wonderful  twopennyworth.  There  are  some 
quaint  pictures  of  wet'fly  fishing  in  1823.  The  top 
hat  looks  very  comical,  and  as  wading  stockings 
were  then  unknowTi,  the  angler  is  depicted  in  the 
water  with  only  his  leggings  and  ordinary  boots 
on.  There  is  also  a  picture  of  John  Jackson's  old 
tishing  hut  on  the  Yore,  near  Tanfield  Mill.  This 
is  reproduced  from  a  photograph  taken  by  Mr.  T. 
Johnson,  of  Leeds,  and  is  accompanied  by  a  brief 
memoir  of  his  life  by  "  Halcyon."  "  Uncle  Toby," 
one  of  Mr.  Robert  Stanley's  excellent  stories,  is 
another  good  thing  in  a  number  that  is  attractive 
throughout.— Halcyon  in  Weekly  Edition  of  the 
Leeds  Mercury. 


SALMON  MEASUREMENTS. 
By  E.  Sturdy. 

I  WILLINGLY  write  my  notions  on  the  two  ques- 
tions your  Ceylon  eoriespondent  asks — the  mora 
that  I  have  lopg  thought  it  desirable  and  even 
necessary  to  have  a  imiform  system  of  taking  the 
length,  the  one  dimension  of  fish  that  can  be  taken 
accurately  and  easily. 

With  his  first  inquiry  for  a  method  of  calculating 
the  weight  of  fish  from  their  length  and  girth  I  shall 
deal  briefly.  I  liave  never  tried  it,  having  no  belief 
in  its  practicability,  and  having  besides  a  distaste  foi 
systems  professing  to  be  scientific  while  the  nature 
of  the  cases  gives  no  certainty  of  exactness.  The 
measurement  of  girth  is  altogether  too  uncertain, 
Where  and  to  what  tightness  is  the  tape  to  be 
drawn  ;  Is  allowance  to  be  made  for  the  hollow  in 
the  side  of  a  dccp-belUed  fish,  or  is  the. oval  of  its" 
shape  to  be  compressed  into  something  approaching 
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a  circle  ?  A  very  small  difference  in  treatment 
•would  greatly  affect  the  result,  for  be  it  remembered 
that  the  girth  has  to  be  squared  as  well  as  to  be 
multiplied  by  the  length. 

But  to  his  second  question,  How  the  length  of  a 
fish  should  be  measured  to  assist  brain  and  eye  in 
estimating  the  weight,  I  reply  more  fully,  it  being  a 
point  to  which  I  have  given  much  attention  and 
which  I  think  important.  The  length  of  a  fish 
should,  in  my  opinion,  be  taken  from  the  snout  down 
the  median  line  to  the  extreme  end  of  the  bight  of  the 
tail  fin,  ignoring  the  points  of  the  fork,  which  add 
nothing  to  the  weight. 

Not  without  making  some  false  starts,  the  method 
of  taking  this  length  I  have  adopted  is  the  following, 
it  being  accurate,  speedy,  pleasant  to  use,  and 
requiring  no  other  implement.  On  the  top  of  a  low 
fence  or  wall  is  run  a  horizontal  wooden  rail  some 
6in.  wide,  right  angled  to  an  upright  post  or  wall. 
The  rail  at  each  foot  is  scored  right  across  its  width. 
Cuts  of  ?.in.  across  mark  the  half -feet,  and  of  l^in. 
the  quarter-feet.  The  scoring  of  these  two  last 
should  not  extend  to  either  edge,  but  be  kept  to  the 
middle.  Between  every  pair  of  these  cuts  two  holes 
the  size  of  a  split  tare  are  made  to  denote  the  inches. 
There  being  no  need  for  figures  on  the  rail,  none  are 
used.  Xo  one  is  Ukely  to  take  the  two -feet  cut  for 
that  of  the  three. 

The  fish  is  laid  on  the  rail,  its  snout  against  the 
upright,  and  should  he  there  till  the  length  is  taken 
and  verified.  Lifting  up  the  tail,  etc.,  which  every- 
one seems  prone  to  do,  is  confusing  and  needless,  it 
being  easy  to  count  back  from  the  next,cut  beyond. 
For  example,  one  sees,  or  feels  if  it  is  too  dark  to  see, 
that  the  end  of  the  middle  of  the  tail  reaches,  say, 
the  second  point  inside  the  through  cut  which 
marks  two  feet ;  the  length,  then,  2in.  short  of 
2ft.  is  22in.  The  pavement  and  wall  of  a  building 
can  be  used  in  the  absence  of  rail  and  post ;  in  fact, 
it  was  with  them  I  began,  but  found  so  many  incon- 
veniences in  stooping,  in  the  cuts  becoming 
choked  with  mud  and  dust,  and  in  the  feet  of  on- 
lookers getting  in  my  way  when  making  out  the 
marks,  that  I  adopted  the  about  three-feet-high 


if  he  has  not  recently  had  through  his  hands  fish  of 
somewhat  similar  size.  1  can  quote  instances 
almost  incredible.  There  is  an  old  custom  in 
Norway  of  giving  the  gaffer  a  dollar  for  every  401b. 
salmon.  Well,  I  have  known  a  man  who  had  gaffed 
and  weighed  fish  literally  by  the  thousand  be  in  hope 
of  being  paid  for  a  lanky  28-pounder,  whose  length, 
even  if  he  had  been  in  condition,  would  alone  have 
disqualified  him.  The  same  man,  some  years  later, 
on  landing  a  well-proportioned  .50-poundcr,  found 
no  more  to  say  than  "  peen  fisk,''  a  remark  best 
translated  perhaps  by  "  nice  fish,"  showing  he 
thought  it  under  401b.  My  own  judgment  was 
little  better,  though  I  had  a  vague  impression  that 
he  resembled  two  of  421b.  I  had  caught  in  one 
evening  long  ago.  On  reaching  home  a  visitor  took 
his  length  while  I  went  indoors  for  a  spring- balance 
and  for  your  table  of  weights  for  length.  On  his 
teUing  me  49in..  I  said,  "  I  dare  not  speak  it,  but 
this,"  showing  him  SO/filb.  on  the  table,  "  is  what 
it  should  weigh  "  ;  and  it  did. 

Note.— The  diagram  represents  the  first  two  feet 
of  the  scale. 

[The  table  of  weights  for  inches,  based  on  the 
assumption  that  a  salmon  of  36in.  weighs  201b., 
has  been  extended  to  54in.  We  therefore  reprint 
it  with  the  addition.— Ed.  F.G.] 

Weights  of  Salmon  for  Inches  of  Length. 


ill.  11). 

30   11-574 

31   12-770 

32   14-046 

33   15-404 

34   16-848 

35   18-379 

36   20 

37   21-713 

38   23-522 

39   25-428 

40   27-435 

41    29-544 

42   31-759 


in.  11). 

43   34-082 

44   36-516 

45   39-063 

46   41-725 

47   44-506 

48   47-407 

49   50-432 

50   53-584 

51    56-864 

52   60-274 

53   63-819 

54   67-500 


Mr.  Sturdy's  article  appeared  in  the  Fishing 


"  From  the  divergencies  between  the  proportions 
of  the  fish  experimented  upon  and  the  scale,  some 
very  obvious  deductions  as  to  the  condition,  or 
rather  as  to  the  shape  of  salmon  at  various  stages 
of  their  growth,  might  bo  drawn,  but  such  is  not 
the  object  of  this  paper,  nor  might  it  be  safe  to  seek 
to  base  any  general  law  on  a  limited  number  of 
trials,  carried  out  only  for  part  of  one  season  on 
one  river.". 


A  MOORLAND  SALMON  STREAM  AND 
AN  ANGLER'S  PERPLEXITY. 

Rising  on  the  heather-clad  moor,  a  tiny  stream 
goes  hurrying  off  on  its  short  course  to  the  sea.  The 
keen,  crisp  air  of  the  moorland  seems  to  impart 
life  and  vigour  to'thejvery  waters,  for  no  gently- 
flowing  stream  is  this,  but  a  rapid,  turbulent  Uttle 
torrent.  Gathering  supplies  from  its  nurturing 
watershed,  the  stream  soon  becomes  of  some  volume, 
and,  forcing  its  way  through  a  rockbound  channel, 
forms  one  long  succession  of  cascade,  pool,  and 
stickle.  Here  is  the  home  of  the  moorland  trout, 
right  gallant  httle  fellows  of  from  3oz.  to  8oz.,  and 
plenty  of  them,  as  the  lucky  angler  may  discover 
whose  flics  arc  cast  upon  a  "  spoiling  "  day.  His 
creel  may  contain  any  number  from  100  downwards, 
according  to  his  degree  of  skill.  The  old  fighting 
spirit  of  Devon  seems  to  possess  these  little  trout, 
for  with  what  pluck  and  dash  they  fight  for  life  can 
only  be  reahsed  by  experience.  ■  .  »^  , ,  .5*^  -     -  •  o 

For  several  miles  the  river  flows  through  a 
delightful  valley,  a  very  paradise  for  the  fly  fisher- 
man, its  unencumbered  banks  offering  but  httle 
opposition  to  his  art.  Then  the  valley  contracts, 
and  the  sides 'of  the  combe  begin  to  rise,  gently  at 
first,  but  soon  to  attain  a  height  of  some  900ft. 
Here  the  real  beauty  of  the  river  begins.  The 
tinkling  of  the  cascade  is  lost  in  the  roar  of  the 
waterfall.  The  "  pots  "  and  stickles  give  place  to 
deep,  dark  pools  and  intervening  rapids.  Luxuriant 
ferns  and  mosses  crown  the  rocky  banks,  traihng 
their  fronds  in  the  very  water.  Lichen-covered 
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rail,  with  which  it  is  a  positive  pleasure  to  work. 
The  gilhes  take  the  greatest  interest  in  taking  the 
measurements,  now  that  they  have  reahsed  how  very 
closely  the  w^eight  can  be  guessed,  if  these  be  taken 
to  a  nicety.  This  nicety  can  scarcely  be  attained 
with  a  rod,  though  such  may  serve  when  better 
means  are  not  available.  The  swell  of  the  middle 
of  the  fish  and  unevenness  of  the  ground  render 
accuracy  difficult,  if  not  impossible.  The  men, 
while  kneeling  by  a  newly-caught  fish,  as  I  insist  on 
their  continuing  to  do  till  the  fly  is  brought  back  to 
the  reel,  cannot  refrain  from  taking  the  length  with 
the  gaff-handle,  on  which  feet  and  inches  aie  cut, 
but  are  often  out  by  an  inch,  an  erroi-  which  at  48in. 
makeit  a  difference  of  31b. 

It  is  deliberately  that  I^have  used  the  words 
"  estimate  "  and  "  guess,"  because  my  system  has 
no  pretence  to  mathematical  correctness,  though  in 
the  case  of  salmon  it  is  possible  with  experience  and 
observation,  by  the  aid  of  the  table  pubUshed  more 
than  once  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  to  judge  the  weight 
even  of  a  very  big  fish  within  a  pound,  or  even 
closer,  as  some  of  my  correspondents  aver. 

To  those  who  maintain  that  two  dimensions  must 
give  more  accuracy  than  one,  I  would  remark  that 
one  that  ca"  be  obtained  correctly  is  worth  more 
than  any  numt)cr  of  doubtful  ones,  also  that  similar 
soUds  are  to  each  other  as  the  cubes  of  one  of  their 
dimensioas. 

In  my  experience  no  angler  or  gilUe,  or  even 
dealer,  can  judge  at  all  closely  the  weight  of  a  fish 
if  he  has  nothing  but  his  eye  to  guide  him,  especially 


Gazette,  Oct.  26,  1901,  also  in  Sept.  1893.  Here  is 
an  extract  from  it  which  wiil  be  useful : — 

"  Now  for  average  fish.  I  have  prepared  the 
accompanying  table  for  lengths  from  30  inches  to 
50  inches,  based  on  the  supposition  that  a  salmon 
measuring  in  a  straight  line  3  feet  from  tip  of 
snout  to  fork  of  tail  weighs  201b.  I  selected  this 
standard  as  being  simple  to  remember,  and  as 
agreeing  very  closely  with  the  proportions  of  the 
fish  of  which  I  was  landing  the  largest  numbers — 
namely,  those  of  from  151b.  to  241b. 

"  A  comparison  of  the  table  with  the  actual  pro- 
portions of  a  con.siderable  number  of  fish  from 

1  111),  to  411b.  showed  the  following  results:  Under 
I5lb.  the  weights  were  l  ather  below  the  standard  ; 
from  151b.  to  241b.,  both  inclusive,  the  weights 
were  very  near  it,  rising  to  6  per  cent,  over ;  at 
281b.  they  were  10  per  cent,  over;  from  291b.  to 
33lb.  they  were  from  10  to  24  per  cent,  over;  at 
361b.  and  371b.  they  were  20  per  cent.  over.  Of 
heavier  fish  I  had  only  two,  one  of  39lb.,  which 
was  6  per  cent,  over,  and  one  of  4 lib.,  which  was 

2  per  cent,  under  the  standard. 

"  At  first  sight,  a  system  requiring  an  adjustment 
of  from  5  per  cent,  under  to  25  per  cent,  over  would 
appear  of  small  value,  but  in  practice,  knowing 
what  a  fish  would  weigh  if  it  were  in  average  con- 
dition, is  a  very  great  help,  and  will  safeguard  even 
a  novice  from  the  excessively  wide  guesses  we  have 
all  made  when  estimating  the  weight  of  a  fish  much 
larger  or  much  smaller  than  those  to  which  we  had 
been  accustomed. 


SCAIF  3'-'^  J  FOOT 

trees  and  boulders,  perfectly  placed  by  Natui-e,  are 
all  around.  In  season  the  golden  primrose  and 
bluebell  add  their  colours  to  the  scene.  The  sides 
of  the  combe  rise  almost  precipitously  from  the 
river,  steep  enough  to  intercept  the  passing  clouds. 
The  woods  which  clothe  the  combe  give  safe  har- 
bourage to  the  wild  red  deer.  Here  and  there  in  a 
clearing  the  purple  heather  is  outshone  by  a  clumj) 
of  yellow  gorse,  whilst  the  bronze  of  the  dying 
bracken  stands  out  in  warm  contrast  to  the  grey 
rocks  shed  from  the  weather-worn  cHff.  Every 
turn  of  the  river  presents  a  fairy  scene.  Disturbed 
by  man's  ap[)roach,  a  watcr-grcbe,  or  perhaps  a 
Uiuglislier,  flashes  a  heron  flaps  heavily  oft"  a 
shallow,  a  squirrel  upon  a  low  bough  leaps  to  highei- 
security,  and  maybe  a  snake  wriggles  across  the 
angler's  path  and  takes  to  the  water,  working  its 
sinuous  way  over  the  stiller  portion  of  the  pool. 
Briefly,  here  is  scenery  which  for  beauty  cannot 
be  excelled  in  England,  and  happy  is  the  angler  who 
casts  his  line  amidst  such  surroundings. 

A  long,  narrow  pool  meets  the  gaze,  and  even  now 
a  salmon  rises  with  a  sullen  roll.  Several  others, 
some  fine  fellows  of  201b.,  follow  example,  for  here 
the  salmon  fishing  may  be  said  to  commence,  a  bio- 
fall  at  the  head  of  the  pool  preventing  an  easy  access 
to  the  waters  above. 

An  angler  has  endangered  his  hmbs  in  cUmbing 
down  the  sUppery  rocks,  but  now  stands  safely  on  a 
rocky  ledge  nearly  level  ■\Wth  the  water.  His  fight 
lift.  6in.  rod  is  well  calculated  to  safely  negotiate 
the  overhung  stream.    His  reel  contains  about 
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150yds.  of  fine  line.  His  casting  line  consists  of  6ft, 
or  more  of  undrawn  trout  gut,  for  the  river  is  low 
and  clear  as  crystal.  Salmon  or  sea-trout  tackle  is 
useless  except  when  the  river  comes  down  in  its 
toffee-coloured  flood  or  in  its  subsiding  peat-stained 
water.  A  No.  5  hook,  stout  in  the  wire,  is  put  in  at 
the  head  of  a  lobworm,  and  its  point  is  brought  out 
an  inch  below,  and  attached  to  the  cast  is  a  piece  of 
fine  drawn  gut,  on  which  are  pinched  spUt  shot, 
varying  in  number  according  to  the  strength  of  the 
stream. 

The  angler  has  now  cast  in  this  tackle,  and  it  is 
•worked  by  the  stream  through  the  pool.  As  the 
bait  passes  the  side  of  a  dark  rock,  the  line  is  stopped 
and  shaken,  and  begins  to  move  up  stream.  A 
strong  pull,  and  the  angler  drives  home  the  hook. 
And  now  begins  a  fight  in  which  skill  alone  will  win 
success.  No  15ft.  or  16ft.  salmon  rod  with  double 
or  even  single  salmon  cast  play  a  part  in  this  contest. 
The  hght  tackle  for  a  time  gives  the  fish  control  of 
the  angler,  and  he  may  lead  his  would-be  captor 
■whither  he  will.  To  keep  the  fish  in  the  pool  is 
plainly  the  pohcy,  and  a  wise  discretion  when  to 
give  and  take  line  ensures  this.  Had  the  angler 
pulled  on  his  fish  in  that  last  rush  to  the  tail  of  the 
pool,  he  would  probably  have  gone  out,  hut  on 
slack  being  given  he  turned  just  in  time.  Now  the 
steady,  even  strain  at  last  begins  to  tell,  and  the  first 
symptom  of  victory — the  bright  broadside  of  the 
fish — is  seen.  A  few  more  plunges  and  rushes,  and 
nearer  the  fish  approaches  the  sunken  gaff.  The 
angler  is  crouched  low,  and  with  a  jag  and  drag 
stroke  of  the  gaff  out  comes  a  14-pounder,  just  a 
trifle  dark,  but  in  good  condition. 

Another  pool  is  tried,  and  again  the  hook  is  fast 
in  a  good  fish  ;  but  this  fish  is  a  "  runner  "  and  has 
left  the  pool,  and  is  away  down  stream  with  the 
angler  in  pursuit.  His  is  no  easy  task,  the  rocky 
banks  and  boulders  giving  excellent  opportunity  for 
broken  limbs.  Twice  he  has  to  take  to  the  water  to 
avoid  trees  on  the  bank,  and  here  his  long  line 
becomes  of  use.  His  fish  has  now  stopped,  and  he 
puts  on  no  strain,  but  reels  in  as  he  nears  his  quarry, 
which  has  taken  refuge  behind  a  boulder.  Pressure 
again  makes  the  fish  continue  his  journey,  and  man 
and  fish  splash  on  till  the  next  pool  is  reached. 
Here  a  strong  strain  immediately  brings  to  the  gaff 
a  nice  bright  fish  of  101b.  Two  fish  killed  already  ! 
The  Fates  arc  kind.  The  angler  ponders  over  a 
brother  angler's  record  (a  fact)  of  a  three- weeks' 
hohday — eighteen  fish  hooked  and  one  killed — a 
record  not  difficult  to  explain  when  the  fineness  of 
tackle  and  the  natural  difficulties  of  the  stream  are 
considered. 

Surely  this  fishing  is  true  sport,  though  the  bait 
be  a  worm,  and  the  angler  is  surely  no  worse  a 
sportsman  than  the  man  on  Tweed  or  Tay  who,  with 
such  rod  and  tackle  as  are  there  used,  can  drag  to 
gaff  or  net  such  fish  as  these  with  scant  courtesy. 
So  much  then  for  the  river.  Now  as  to  the  angler's 
perplexity. 

Between  the  long  pool  and  the  sea  are  quite 
twenty  pools,  and  undoubtedly  salmon  rest  there  on 
their  journey  up,  as  they  are  observed  frequently  to 
rise.  Yet  in  the  history  of  this  river  there  is  no 
record  of  salmon  having  been  killed  on  fly  !  The 
worm  bait  is  taken  and  the  minnow  has  killed  some 
few  fish,  but  prawn  and  fly  seem  possessed  of  no 
attraction.  True  it  is  that  few  anglers  try  the  fly, 
Jcnowing  the  river's  reputation  in  this  respect.  Do 
the  characteristics  of  the  pools  account  for  this  V 
In  nearly  every  pool  there  is  a  fall  at  the  head,  with 
a  strong  stream  running  through  the  pool.  The 
fish  probably  in  their  desire  to  overcome  the  obstruc- 
tion decline  to  He  out  towards  the  tail  of  the  pool 
■where  a  fly  could  be  taken,  but  frequent  the  ■white 
water  near  the  fall.  Here  they  sometimes  take  the 
angler's  bait:  If  this  is  the  explanation  as  to  the 
pools  just  described,  the  same  will  not  hold  good 
where  the  pools  are  slower  flo'wing  and  without  the 
fall.  Here  salmon  rise  undoubtedly  at  the  natural 
fly.  Will  some  kindly-disposed  salmon  angler  come 
to  the  rescue  of  this  stream's  reputation  and  suggest 
■what  flies  (size  and  pattern)  might  be  tried,  and  also 
Avhat  other  sporting  methods,  more  interesting  than 
worm  fishing,  might  be  employed  to  lure  the 
nalmon  amidst  such  charming  surroundings  ? 

J.  D.  P. 

[Why  salmon  will  take  a  fly  on  one  river  and  not 
on  another  is  one  of  those  things  no  fellow  can 
understand  or  explain  satisfactorily.  Doubtless  on 
a  small  stream  like  that  described  it  is  easier  to  get 
H,  bait  to  a  fish  without  snaring  it  than  a  fly,  vhich 
is  cast  over  it  almost.  — Ed.] 


THE  AMEEICAN  WOMAN  IN  THE 
WILDEKNESS. 

The  author  of  "  The  Diary  of  a  Huntsman  " 
says  : — "  A  huntsman  should  possess  the  following 
quahfications — health,  memory,  decision,  temper, 
patience,  a  good  ear,  voice,  and  sight,  courage  and 
spirits,  perseverance  and  activity.''  All  these 
woman  has  proven  herself  to  embody,  until  to-day 
there  are  3048  women  in  this  country  earning  their 
entire  hvehhood  as  hunters,  trappers,  guides,  and 
scouts  ;  while  462  are  following  the  occupation  of 
fisher-women. 

Woman,  a  few  centuries  ago  a  beast  of  burden, 
through  the  refining  process  of  evolution  became  a 
dehcate  and  fragile  fiower  of  the  home,  attired  in 
her  silken  go-wns  as  the  reigning  queen.  The  pen- 
dulum of  civihsation  swung  too  far  in  the  extreme. 


and^^the  momentum  is  now  becoming  regulated  to 
a  more  permanent  and  rational  motion. 

Woman  has  at  last  discovered  that  artificial  exis- 
tence on  Persian  rugs  is  a  wearying  monotony.  She 
has  become  persuaded  that  beauty  is  not  confined 
within  the  narrow  hmits  of  a  mirror,  and  that  the 
fascinating  elements  of  hfe  are  found  only  in  mental 
and  physical  energy.  Restrained  ■vitahty  not  only 
demorahses  but  deci\ahses.  When  woman  became 
emancipated  from  her  slavery  as  a  beast  of  burden, 
she  revelled  in  her  freedom  intemperately,  inviting 
neglect  and  stagnation  of  her  better  quahties  until 
she  again  became  a  slave — not  to  labour,  but  to 
leisure.  And  when  leisure  becomes  master  it  is  the 
most  despicable  tyrant  in  the  category  of  monarchs. 
Its  direct  heir  is  laziness,  paralysing  the  springs  of 
action,  weakening  the  moral  sensibihty,  and  obhte- 
rat  ing  all  the  finer  attributes  and  graces.  Reahsing 
the  situation,  woman  to-day  has  decided  to  become 
an  appreciable  part  of  the  -world  of  action.    She  has 


felled  tradition,  and  extended  her  Ufe-hne  until  it 
now  penetrates  into  every  human  endeavour.  She 
has  discovered  that  the  pressure  of  business  stre- 
nuity  moulds  the  character  into  its  own  magnetic 
beauty,  and  infuses  the  glow  of  colour  of  experience 
into  tlie  personage.  In  professional  service  to-day 
there  are  430,576  American  women.  7387  of  whom 
are  physicians,  1010  lawyers,  3373  clergymen, 
2193  journalists,  786  dentists,  and  40!)  electricians. 

In  domestic  service  in  this  country  there  are 
2,095,449  women,  .59,455  being  lodging-house 
keepers,  4845  conducting  restaurants,  8033  janitors, 
2086  saloon-keepers,  and  440  bar-tenders. 

In  trade  and  transportation  woman  again  makes 
a  marvellous  showing,  503,347  being  engaged  lin 
these  intricate  life  enterj)rises.  There  seems  to  be 
no  field  whicli  she  dares  not  attempt.  The  records 
give  us  153  feminine  boatmen  and  sailors,  79  women 
hostlers,  190  livery-stable  keepers,  293  bankers  and 


brokers,  946  commercial  travellers,  904  teamsters, 
2915  huxters,  34,084  merchants,  1271  officials  of 
banks  and  companies. 

In  manufacturing  and  mechanical  pursuits  there 
are  1,313,204  American  women,  and  their  gainful 
occupations  are  varied  almost  beyond  compre- 
hension. There  are  1759  women  house-painters, 
5400  women  carpenters,  4328  bakers,  3750 
butchers,  193  blacksmiths,  571  machinists,  794 
bottlers,  275  brewers,  15,981  printers,  3580 
photographers,  43,497  tobacco  operatives,  and  so 
on  down  through  the  myriad  occupations. 

The  struggle  in  the  new  competitive  life  of  woman 
develops  the  dormant  courage  until  to-day  the 
typical  woman  is  physically  alert  and  eager  to  face 
danger.  She  has  become  a  lover  of  out-of-door  hfe, 
a  follower  of  the  trail,  an  expert  with  reel  and  Une, 
and  a  soldierly  markswoman  who  can  shoot  straight 
into  the  face  of  the  bear,  and  kill.  Th°  fashionable 
summer  resort  is  fast  losing  attractiveness,  and  the 


An  Expert^with  the  Rod  and  Lihe.  ' 
(5ee  "The  American  Woman  in  tlie  'Wilderness.') 
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American  coquette  now  dons  her  wading- boots  and 
kills  the  gamy  brook  trout  in  his  home,  and 
shoulders  her  rifle  and  starts  for  the  Rockies. — 
ilES.  F.  T.  Miller,  in  the  National  Sportsman, 
Boston,  U.S.A. 


TROUT,  GEAYLING,  AND  HUCHEN 
FISHING  IN  BAVARIA  AND 
NEIGHBOURING  DISTRICTS. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — With  much  pleasure  I 
accede  to  your  request  that  I  should  give  you  infor 
mation  as  to  the  streams  and  opportunities  of  fishing 
in  Bavaria  for  English  anglers  ;  but  I  think  it  will 
be  better  if  I  do  not  confine  myself  strictly  to  your 
wish.  As  regards  the  river  districts  of  Bavaria,  the 
rivers  are  almost  entirely  the  southern  tributaries  of 
the  Danube.  But  these  rivers  are  not  confined  to 
Bavaria.  I  prefer,  therefore,  and  I  hope  you  will 
agree  with  me,  to  treat  of  these  rivers  over  their 
whole  length,  and  also  to  include  two  other  im- 
portant river  districts — those  of  the  Traun  and 
Enns.  These  rivers  do  not,  it  is  true,  touch  Bavaria, 
but  they  flow  through  a  country  inhabited  by  people 
of  the  same  origin  and  having  the  same  character- 
istics. Both  rivers  come  from  the  same  chalk  hills 
and  contain  the  same  fish.  My  description  would 
otherwise  be  confined  to  the  southern  tributaries  of 
the  Danube  coming  from  the  Alps,  which  traverse 
the  country  between  Ulm  to  below  Linz ;  the 
country  is  extraordinarily  rich  in  streams,  brooks, 
and  lakes.  As  the  English  angler  %-i8iting  this 
country  will  probably  not  have  much  time  to  spare, 
I  have  ignored  the  smaller  tributaries  of  the  Danube 
rising  in  the  lowlands,  and  usually  containing  only 
coarse  fish.  My  description,  then,  will  be  confined 
chiefly  to  the  larger  tributaries  and  their  tributaries. 
These  are  the  Iller,  Lech,  Isar,  Inn,  Traun,  and 
Enns.  Before  I  describe  these  rivers  I  should 
mention  that  angUng  in  them  is  nowhere  free.  The 
streams  are  only  for  a  small  part  in  the  possession 
of  the  State,  and  then  they  are  always  let ;  but  for 
the  most  part  they  are  private  property.  The  right 
of  fishing  is  either  exercised  by  the  owner  or  he  has 
let  it.  It  is  of  course  possible  to  get  permission 
from  the  owner  or  from  the  tenant  to  fish,  but  only 
when  they  are  not  themselves  ardent  fishermen. 
You  will  see,  therefore,  that  it  is  not  easy  to  mention 
fishing  districts  and  rivers  which  a  stranger  can  fish 
without  further  trouble ;  and  as  the  owners  and 
tenants  are  constantly  changing,  it  is  impossible  for 
any  mortal  to  say  what  the  conditions  may  be  at  the 
time  of  writing.  I  can  therefore  only  advise  any 
English  angler  to  do  what  I  should  do— that  is,  to 
select  some  place  as  headquarters  in  the  great  South 
Danube  countries,  which  are  so  rich  in  rivers  and 
streams,  from  which  headquarters,  either  by  rail, 
carriage,  or  walking,  I  should  be  able  in  one  or  two 
hours  to  reach  a  whole  number  of  good  fishing 
places.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  myself  that  i 
should  in  this  way  be  able  to  find  out  no  end  of  good 
spots.  Only  to  one  other  point  would  I  call  the 
attention  of  your  countrymen  which  would  be  of 
importance  for  them  to  know.  Without  thinking 
perhaps  any  the  worse  of  them  on  that  account,  we 
in  Germany  have  come  to  look  on  the  Englishman 
as  a  man  of  untiring  exertion,  who  is  determined  on 
making  records,  and  who,  wherever  possible,  will 
fish  all  day  long,  morning  and  evening,  and  in  any 
weather.    Although,  of  course,  this  is  not  true  in  a 


great  many  instances,  still  it  is  the  character  the 
EngHsh  angler  has  on  many  German  waters  ;  con- 
sequently some  owners  refuse  him  permission  to  fish 
for  fear  he  might  catch  too  many  fish.  The  German 
angler  is  rarely  enthusiastic  to  the  same  extent,  but 
visits  districts  in  the  mountains  more  for  health  and 
recreation,  and  fishes  in  a  desultory  sort  of  way  for 
half  a  day  or  an  hour  or  two  at  a  time.  It  is  there- 
fore advisable  for  an  English  visitor  to  make  a  point 
of  stating  that  there  is  no  intention  of  tr5ring  for  a 
big  bag,  and  then  it  will  often  be  possible  for  a  small 
payment  to  get  permission  to  fish  ;  or  by  offering 
to  pay  for  the  fish,  or  to  give  them  up  alive  to  the 
owner,  permission  may  be  granted. 

"  The  best  times  of  the  year  in  the  Northern  Alps 
for  fishing  for  trout  and  grayling  are  the  months  of 
May,  June,  and  September.  July  and  August  are 
not  so  good,  on  account  of  the  number  of  tourists 
all  over  the  country.  The  grayhng,  which  are  even 
more  numerous  than  the  trout,  is  already,  contrary 
to  the  habit  of  the  English  grayling,  in  perfect  con- 
dition in  the  second  half  of  May,  and  quite  recovered 
from  spawning,  except  of  course  in  such  rivers  as 
still  contain  snow  water.  They  afford  splendid 
sport,  and  rise  freely  at  the  fly,  and  fight,  as  a  rule, 
even  better  than  the  trout.  As  a  rule  also  they  are 
caught  of  heavier  weight  than  the  latter. 

"  The  best  time  for  angling  is  unquestionably  the 
May  Fly  season,  from  June  1  to  June  20.  With  the 
same  fly  one  catches  not  only  grayling  and  trout, 
but  also  at  times,  of  course  in  waters  where  the 
May  Fly  is  found,  the  huchen.  Only  last  June  I 
succeeded  in  catching  a  221b.  huchen  on  a  light 
trout  rod  with  a  May  Fly,  after  a  battle  of  fifty 
minutes.  As  regards  the  kinds  of  fish  found  in  the 
different  rivers  referred  to,  they  are  always  the  same. 
In  the  highest  reaches  of  the  rivers  and  for  some 
miles  down  trout  are  found  ;  then  as  the  rivers  get 
bigger  grayling  appear  with  the  trout.  Lower  down 
grayling  and  huchen  predominate  and  trout  get 
scarcer,  until  in  the  lowest  reaches  of  the  rivers  we 
find  huchen,  barbel  and  other  coarse  fish.  The 
amount  of  fish  present  in  the  water  depends  upon 
various  circumstances.  Many  rivers  are  quite 
fished  out,  others  are  poisoned  by  factory  refuse  or 
other  means,  but  happily  many  are  still  in  flourish 
ing  condition. 

"  I  now  come  to  the  actual  fishing  districts,  and 
will  mention  briefly  the  headquarters  which  are  of 
importance  to  the  angler,  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  which  several  streams  or  rivers  or  lakes  are  to  be 
found  which  are  well  worth  visiting.  Arrived  at 
such  a  place,  the  visitor  will  easily  ascertain  from 
the  landlord  of  the  hotel  the  best  way  to  set  about 
getting  at  the  fishing  in  the  district. 

"  The  Iller  River  Z>i«<>  »c<.— Headquarters,  Oberst- 
dorf  station,  on  the  Immenstadt-Sonthofen-Oberst- 
dorf  Railway.  The  fishing  in  the  lower  parts  of  the 
rivers  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  sporting  anglers, 
and  permission  not  easy  to  obtain 

"  The  Lech  River  District. — This  river  rises  in  the 
Tyrol,  and  is  very  rich  in  trout  in  its  upper  portion. 
Headquarters,  Holzgau  or  Elbingenalp,  which  are 
reached  by  railway  from  Biessenhofen  to  Fussen, 
and  from  there  by  carriage  All  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  river  are  partly  fished  out  and  partly  in  the 
hands  of  eager  sportsmen.  The  Lech  has  an  im- 
portant tributary,  the  Wertach,  which  contains 
plenty  of  trout,  grayling,  and  huchen.  Its  lower 
reaches  are  for  the  most  part  in  the  hands  of  private 
anglers.  The  only  place  to  be  recommended  as 
headquarters  is  Nesselwang,  on  the  railway  between 
Kempten  and  Pfronten. 

"  The  Isar  River  District. — This  lovely  river  also 
offers  but  few  opportunities  to  the  stranger.  The 
upper  portions  are  in  the  hands  of  owners  who  very 
rarely  give  permission,  and  the  parts  which  formerly 
were  so  full  of  huchen  have  been  quite  destroyed, 
from  an  angler's  point  of  view,  by  the  sewage  of 
half  a  million  people — that  is,  in  the  district  below 
Munich.  Of  the  tributaries  of  the  Isar  may  be 
mentioned  the  Loisach,  which  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Partenkirchen  affords  fair  sport  as  well  as  the 
Amper.  The  latter  was  formerly  a  splendid  trout 
stream  in  the  Ober-Ammergau  district,  but  is  now 
fished  out  in  consequence  of  the  Passion  Play  bring- 
ing so  many  visitors.  The  stretches  below,  as  far 
down  as  the  junction  with  the  Isar,  are  all  in  the 
hands  of  sportsmen  living  in  Munich,  who  would 
only  give  permission  in  cases  of  very  special  intro- 
duction. The  same  applies  to  the  Sempt,  another 
tributary  affording  very  excellent  fishing,  but 
rigorously  preserved. 

"The  Inn  River  District.— The  Inn  rises  in  the 
Engadine,  and  is  said  to  be  well  stocked  with  trout 


nearly  up  to  its  source.  But  in  its  'owe  -  parts  in 
the  Tyrol  it  receives  so  many  t-ibutaries  from  the 
glaciers  that  it  is  seldom  clear  before  Oc'obc-,  and 
therefore  only  becomes  importan'  to  anglers  for 
winter  fishing  for  huchen.  The  huchen  in  this 
river  reach  a  considerable  size,  specimens  of  401b.- 
to  501b.  not  being  rare.  They  are  caught  in  Decem- 
ber, January,  and  February  with  the  spinning  bait. 
The  smaller  tributaries  rising  in  the  Oetz  Valley 
contain  trout,  and  the  smaller  lakes  of  the  same 
district  char.  The  Sill,  which  comes  from  the 
B  enner,  contains  trout,  and  Steinach,  on  the 
Brenner  Railway,  is  the  best  headquarters  for  fish- 
ing it  from.  After  passing  the  Bavarian  frontier, 
the  Mangfall,  having  received  the  waters  o'  the 
Leizach,  ioins  the  Inn  ;  the  Mangfall  is  fished  out. 
The  Leiza'^h  is  a  ra+her  difficult  river  to  get 
fishing  on,  but  contains  good  trout  nnd  gravling. 
Headquarters,  Miesbach,  on  the  Munich-Schlie-see 
Railway.  In  addition  to  the  Leizach,  two  other 
trout  streams,  the  Glon  and  Kaltenbach.  fall  into 
the  Mangfall,  which  may  be  fished  from  Aibling.  A 
good  tributary  of  the  Inn  for  anglers  is  the  AIz, 
which,  after  having  passed  through  the  Chiemseo, 
receives  the  Traun,  a  good  trout  water.  Good 
headquarters  are  Traunstein  and  Altenmarkt,  on 
the  Munich-Salzburg  Railway,  or  the  Fraueninsel.  in 
the  neighbouring  Chiemsee,  which  is  very  rich  in 
splendid  lake  trout  (Salmo  lacustris)  and  pike.  The 
lake  trout  often  reach  301b.  and  upwards.  The 
most  important  tributary  of  the  Inn  is  the  Salzach, 
which  rises  in  the  Salzkammergut,  and  receives  the 
waters  of  a  great  many  trout  streams.  Head- 
quarters, Zell  on  the  Zellersee  flake  trout  and  pike). 
Lend,  near  Gastein,  Bischoffshofen,  GolUng,  and 
Salzburg — all  stations  on  the  Salzburg-Zeller  Rail- 
way. Then  in  Bavaria  other  headquarters  are 
Laufen,  Tittmonine,  Burghausen.  The  lower  parts 
below  Salzburg  contain  many  huchen.  Sa'zburg 
is  an  exceedingly  good  headquarters,  because  so 
manv  lakes  can  be  fished  from  it. 

"TheTraun  River  District. — The  Traun  flows  out 
of  the  Grundelsee  (headq  uarters,  Aussee)  and  through 
the  Hallstadtersee  and  the  Gmundnersee  (head- 
quarters, Hallst'>dt,  Goisern,  and  Tschl),  from  which 
extremely  comfortable,  world-renowned  Bad,  the 
summer  residence  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the 
whole  of  the  lakes  mentioned  can  be  fished,  as  well 
as  the  Wolfgang,  Mond,  and  Attersee.  These  lakes 
are  all  rich  in  lake  trout.  The  Traun,  which  is  well 
stocked  with  grayling  and  trout,  flows  into  th'? 
Gmundner  or  Traunsee  at  Ebensee.  The  little 
town  Ebensee  is  also  a  suitable  headquarters 
for  fishing  the  capital,  well -stocked  Langbath 
trout  lakes,  of  which  the  upper  and  smaller 
one  affords  good  sport  with  the  fly.  After 
the  Traun  has  left  the  Traunsee  (head- 
quarters, Gmunden)  it  receives  the  capital  fishing 
stream  Ager.  The  lower  part  can  be  comfortably 
fished  from  Lambach  and  Wels.  The  lover  of 
nature  will  find  the  valley  of  the  Traun  combines  all 
that  he  could  desire — fine  landscapes,  high  moun- 
tains, a  large  number  of  the  finest  mountain  lakes, 
and  reallv  good  hotel  accommodation. 

"  The  Enns  River  District.— The  Enns  rises  to  the 
south  of  Salzburg,  and  flows  first  to  the  east  and 
then  to  the  north  to  join  the  Danube.  The  Enns 
and  its  principal  tributaries  would  be  quite  one  of 
the  finest  fishing  waters  were  it  not  for  the  refuse 
waters  from  the  mine,  which  two  years  ago  were 
allowed  in  the  most  thoughtless  manner  to  flow  into 
the  river,  causing  great  destruction  of  fish.  Although 
the  damage  done  was  so  great,  the  river  is  still  one 
of  the  richest  in  fish.-  Headquarters.  Steinach, 
Trdning,  Selzthal,  Admont,  Reifling,  Weyer.  and 
Steyer,  all  of  them  stations  on  the  railway  from 
Salzburg  to  Linz,  which  encircles  the  waters  of  the 
lake  district  in  a  great  curve.  Those  who  like  lake 
fishing  will  find  on  the  map.  besides  those  men- 
tioned, a  great  number  of  small  lakes,  generally  well 
stocked  -vvith  brown  trout,  great  lake  trout,  and 
char,  but  in  some  cases  containing  only  pike.-  As 
a  rule  permission  to  fish  in  them  is  not  diflScult 
to  obtain. 

'  North  of  the  Danube  the  only  districts  worth  a 
visit  from  the  trout  fisher  are  the  so-called  Frank- 
ische  Schweiz  (north  of  Nuremberg)  and  the 
Bavarian  Waldgebirge  (north  of  Passau).— Yours 
truly,  "Dr.  K,  Heintz. 

"  Munich. 'J 

[My  translation  does  not  do  justice  to  Dr. 
Heintz's  original.  He  has  kindly  promised  to 
send  me  an  account  of  fishing  in  Bosnia  and 
Herzegovina. — R.  B.  M.] 
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THE  STEIPED  BASS  OF  AMEEICA. 


'  In  a  paper  read  at  the  July  meeting  of  tlie 
American  Fisheries'  Society,  a  paper,  entitled, 
"  Some  early  Notes  on  Striped  Bass,"  by  the  Hon. 
D.  B.  Fearing,  was  read.  Mr.  Fearing's  paper  is 
very  interesting,  and  it  gave  rise  to  a  very  interesting 
discussion  on  this  splendid  game  fish  and  its  artificial 
cultivation.  If  Mr.  Fearing  sees  this,  I  hope  he 
will  kindly  tell  us  if  he  tliinks  that  the  fish  would 
be  a  good  one  to  introduce  into  our  waters.  It 
seems  to  me  there  can  be  little  doubt  about  it,  for 
all  the  writers,  ancient  and  modern,  sing  the 
praises  of  the  striped  bass,  both  as  a  game  fighter 
and  as  a  grand  food  fish.  Wm.  Wood,  writing  in 
"  New  England's  Prospect,"  pubhshed  in  London 
nearly twenty  years  before  Walton's  "  Angler," 


in  1814,  states  that  '  Basse  is  a  Dutch  word  sig- 
nifjdng  perch.'  James  Mease,  in  a  paper  read 
before  the  same  society,  says  that  '  the  largest 
rock  fish,  that  is.  those  that  weigh  from  25lb.  to 
601b.,  are  called  "  grcenheads  "  '  ;  he  also  called 
them  '  streaked  bass.'  Storer,  in  his  '  History  of 
tlie  Fisheries  of  Massachusetts.'  says  that  'the  larger 
striped  bass  are  called  squid-hounds,  from  the 
voraciousness  with  which  they  will  take  a  squid 
when  used  as  bait.'  There  is  a  tradition  that  there 
were  but  ten  species  of  fishes,  known  to  the  Dutch 
when  they  discovered  America  ;  that  when  they 
caught  a  shad,  they  named  the  fish  '  elft,'  or 
eleventh  ;  the  bass,  '  twalft,'  or  twelfth  ;  and  the 
drum,  '  dertienen,'  or  thirteenth.  He  is  found  as 
far  north  as  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  as  far 
south  as  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  on  the  Atlantic  coast, 
and  since  his  introduction  to  Pacific  waters  in  1879, 


FEESH-WATEK  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  G.  Bateman,  A.K.G.- 


{Continued  from  page  395,  Vol.  XLVII.) 
CHAPTER   XI L  —continued; 

There  are  only  three  species  of  the  genus  Hyda- 
ticus  found  in  Britain,  all  of  which  are  oblong-ovate 
in  shape  and  about  ^in.  in  length.  The  males,  like 
those  of  the  Dytisci  and  Acillii,  have  the  first  three 
joints  of  the  anterior  tarsi  dilated.  The  only  species 
calling  for  mention  here  is  H.  transversalis.  The 
upper  part  of  the  body  of  this  beetle  is  black,  the 
margins  of  the  thorax  are  a  dull  red,  and  those  of 
the  elytra  are  yellow.  The  legs  are  also  a  dull  red. 
This  insect  is  found  in  the  ponds  of  different  parts 
of  England,  and  is  fairly  common. 

We  have  in  Britain  nineteen  species  belonging  to 


Grand  Sea  Fishing  with  Ron  and  Link. 

"  Tliis  catch  of  striped  bass  was  made  on  Aug.  29,  1881,  between  0  a.m.  and  11  a.m.    Heavy  sea  and  a  rLsing  tide. 

of  the  Groves  Feint  Fishing  Club,  of  Newport,  R.T.,  TT.S.A." 


The  anglers  were  members 


4-.lb. 


531b.  4«lb. 

Mr,  Seth  B.  French. 


491b. 


Striped  Bass. 


511b. 


541b. 


581b. 

George  Tew 
(Baiter). 

(Total  weight,  4951b.    Average,  49Jlb.) 


5eib.  ouib. 

Mr.  John  Whipple. 


[The  Hon.  Daniel  B.  Fearing,  who  sent  me  the  photo,  says  this  is  the  best  day's  fishing  with  rod  and  line  for  striped  bass  of  which 

he  can  find  any  record. — R.  B.  M.J 


says  :  "  The  basse  is  one  of  the  best'fishes  in  the 
country,  and  though  men  are  soon  wearied  with 
other  fish,  yet  are  they  never  with  basse  ;  it  is,"  he 
says,  "  a  dehcate,  fine,  fat,  fast  fish." 

Mr.  Fearing,  in  the  introduction  to  his  paper, 
says  : — "  In  collecting  data  for  a  history  of  the 
striped  bass,  I  have  come  across  a  few  remarks 
concerning  him  amongst  the  early  New  England 
writers  that  may  be  of  interest  to  the  members  of 
the  American  Fisheries  Society.  The  striped  bass, 
as  he  is  called  here,  received  his  scientific  name 
of  lineatus  from  Bloch  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  WiUiam  Wood,  in  '  New 
England's  Prospect '  (London,  1635),  gives  'suggig' 
as  the  Indian  word  for  'a basse.'  Josiah  Cotton,  in 
his  '  Indian  Vocabulary,'  gives  as  the  equivalent  of 
'  a  bass,'  '  qunnammag.'  DeWitt  Clinton,  in  a 
note  to  his  introductory  address  before  the  Literary 
and  Physiological  Society  of  New  York,  delivered 


he  has  become  common  around  San  Francisco.  He 
is  usually  called  striped  bass  from  New  Jersey, 
north  ;  from  New  Jersey,  south,  he  is  kno'mi  as 
the  rock,  rock  fish,  or  rock  bass." 

The  illustration  of  a  wonderful  catch  of  striped 
bass  by  rod  and  Une  which  I  give  this  week  was 
kindly  sent  to  me  by  the  Hon.  Daniel  B.  Fearing. 
I  recommend  it  to  the  attention  of  the  members  of 
the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  and  should 
especially  hke  to  have  Dr.  Patterson's  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  striped  bass  would  not  be  a  fine  fish  to 
attempt  to  acchmatise.  There  would  not  be  great 
difficulty,  seeing  that  the  fish  has  already  been 
transplanted  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  coast 
of  North  America,  and,  as  Mr.  Fearing  tells  us,  has 
become  common  around  San  Francisco.  As  to  its 
game  quaUties  I  have  several  times  given  references 
to  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  the  best 
American  angling  authorities.:  R.  B.  M. 


the  genus  Agabus,  of  which  A.  bipustulafus  is  one  of 
the  largest,  being  nearly  ^in.  long.  It  is  an  active 
and  handsome  beetle,  and  looks  exceedingly  well  in 
the  aquarium  as  it  swims  to  and  fro,  with  a  most 
conspicuous  bubble  of  air  attached  to  the  apex  of 
its  elytra,  looking  like  a  drop  of  quicksilver  in  con- 
trast to  the  blackness  of  the  insect's  body.  Although 
A.  bipustulatus  has  a  rather  large  appetite  for  its 
size,  it  is  not  likely  to  do  any  harm  in  a  general 
aquarium  if  it  is  well  fed.  I  saw  very  recently  one 
of  this  species  sharing  a  worm  with  a  small  minnow, 
or  rather  the  insect  was  attacking  the  head  of  the 
worm  while  the  fish  was  trying  to  swallow  the  tail. 
This  beetle  is  ovate  in  shape  and  black  in  colour. 

♦  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
GiU. 
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OAKENGLOUGH  FISHERY, 

GARSTANG. 

Px>opi*ietoi?         -  -         HAROLD  JACKSON. 

OVER  500  ACRES  OF  WATER. 

We  supply  the  BEST  OVA  AND  TROUT  that  can  be 
produced.    OVA  from  WILD  FISH  and  from  Fish  kept 

in  a  NATURAL  STATE. 

Our  Fish  are  reared  under  such  conditions  that  there  is  PRACTICALLY  NO  DEFORMITY. 

BROWN  TROUT  for  Rivers,  from  River  Parents. 
BROWN  TROUT  for  Lakes,  from  Lake  Parents. 
FONTINALIS.  the  best  Table  Fish. 
RAINBOW  TROUT  (Trinity),  the  largest  kind  of  Rainbows 

RAINBOW  TROUT(shasta)  ,the  most  highly  coloured  variety 

ALL  KINDS  OF  NETS  FOR  LAKE  OR  RIVER  WORK. 

Hatcheries  Equipped,  and  all  requisites  supplied. 

DRIED  FLIES  FOR  FEEDING  TROUT. 

Fontinatis  ami  Rainbows  must  oniy  ite  piaced  in  water  witicit  is  perfectly 
fenced f  so  tit  at  escape  is  impossibie. 

\  WATERS  INSPECTED  BY  ARRANGEMENT. 
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There  are  two  red  spots  upon  the  crown — hence  the 
specific  name.  The  legs  are  a  brownish  black,  and 
there  are  three  rows  of  punctures  and  quite  a  net- 
work of  scratches  upon  the  elytra.  A.  bipustulatus 
is  common  almost  everywhere,  and  may  be  found 
at  any  season  of  the  year.  A.  bipunctatus  is  some- 
what smaller  than  the  last  species.  It  is  ovate  and 
rather  flat  in  shape.  The  upper  part  of  its  body  is 
yellowish,  and  the  under  brownish- black.  Upon 
the  thorax  there  are  two  round  dark  spots — hence  the 
specific  name.  The  legs  and  the  tip  of  the  abdomen 
are  a  reddish  colour.  A.  maculatus  is  an  active  and 
prettily-marked  beetle  ;  it  is  rather  common,  but 
looks  very  well  in  the  aquarium.  The  shape  of  the 
insect  is  oval.  The  elytra,  which  are  black,  have 
pale-yellomsh  spots,  lines,  and  margins.  The 
thorax  is  yellow,  with  its  anterior  and  posterior 
margins  black,  and  the  legs  are  of  a  reddish  colour. 
The  beetle  is  about  Jin.  in  length. 

Two  of  the  three  species  belonging  to  the  genus 
Laccophilus  are  very  common  and  very  small. 
They  are  only  about  ^in.  in  length,  and  are  occa- 
sionally found  in  brackish  water.  These  insects  are 
noted  for  the  great  development  of  their  hind-legs 
and  for  their  excellence  as  swimmers.  L.  minidus 
is  ovate  and  rather  convex  in  shape  and  greenish- 
grey  in  colour.  The  head  and  thorax  are  yellow, 
and  upon  the  elytra  there  are  some  rather  faint 
spots.  The  legs  are  reddish.  This  little  beetle  is 
abundant.  L.  hyalinus  is,  if  anything,  rather  a 
commoner  insect  than  the  preceding.  In  shape  it 
is  oblong-ovate  and  rather  flat.  The  elytra  are  a 
greenish-brown,  Avithrather  lighter-coloured  margins, 
The  legs  are  yellowish.- 

The  beetles  belonging  to  the  genus  Noterus  are  in 
form  somewhat  Uke  those  knoAvn  as  "  Whirligigs." 
There  are  only  two  species,  and  both  are  rather 
common.  N.  semipunctatus  is  a  small  dark- red  and 
shining  beetle,  a  little  more  ^than  Jin.  in  length. 
The  elytra  are  rather  lighter  in  colour  at  their 
margins,  and  are  covered  with  large  punctures  ; 
the  antennaj^are  short  and  thick,  and  the  under-part 
of  the  body^is  not  quite  so  darkj|_in  colour  as  the 
upper.  N.  crassicornis  is  very  like  the  preceding 
species,  but  a  little  hghter  in  colour. 

Pelobiiis  hermanni  (Fig.  155)  is  the  only  lepre- 


ViQ,J.55.    Pklobius  Hermann!  (Male 
AND  Female). 


sentative^in  this  country  of  the  sub-family  to 
which  it  .belongs.  It  is  an  interesting  and  hand- 
some beetle,  and  very  popular  with  aquarium- 
keepers.  From  a  habit  it  has  of  rubbing  the  hard 
edge  of  the  last  segment  of  its  body  in  a  groove 
under  its  elytra,  and  so  making  a  curious  noise,  it 
has  received  the  names  of  the  "  Squeaker,"  the 
"  Screech  Beetle,"  and  the  "  Chii'ping  Beetle."  Its 
body  appears  more  fitted  for  moving  upon  the  land 
than  through  the  water.  It  is.  however,  very 
convex,  and  is  able,  with  an  ambulatory  motion,  to 
swim  fairly  well.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  a  great 
eater,  and  I  have  never  seen  it  attempt  to  attack 
a  fish  or  any  other  of  its  companions.  This  beetle 
and  many  others  are  fond  of  hiding  themselves  in 
the  gravel  of  the  aquarium,  only  leaving  exposed 
the  bubbles  of  air  which  are  attacTied  to  the  apices 
of  their  elytra.  P.  hermanni  is  so  convex  th%t 
when  it  is  taken  out  of  the  water  it  can  hardly  move 
at  alL  It  is  never  a  very  active  insect.  Its  colour 
is  a  dull  red.  A  patch  round  the  eyes,  the  exterior 
and  posterior  margins  of  the  thorax,  and  a  very 
large  spot  on  the  elytra  are  black.  It  is  also  a  dull 
red  underneath  its  body,  except  the  breast  and  the 
apex  of  the  abdomen,  which  are  black.  This  insect 
is  about  jin.  long,  and  is  fairly  abundant  in  the 
weedy  ditches  and  ponds  of  many  parts  of  England, 
but  especially  in  tlic  neighbourhood  of  London. 

The  sub-family  Haliplides  possesses  two  genera — 
HalijAus  and  Cncmidotus.  The  Haliplides  have 
more  the  appearance  of  terrestrial  beetles  than 
aquatic,  their  legs  not  being  very  well  adaj)(ccl  for 
swimming,  and  their  heads  are  more  prominent 


than  those  of  most  of  their  relatives.  They  swim 
with  an  ambulatory  motion,  although  not  very 
often,  as  they  spend  a  considerable  portion  of  their 
time  in  crawUng  upon  the  water-plants.  They  are 
broad  and  convex  in  shape,  and  are  hardly  ever 
more  than  Jin.  in  length,  but  often  less.  Their 
elytra,  which  are  generally  of  a  yellowish  colour, 
have  large  punctures.  Their  antennae  are  ten- 
jointed,  while  those  of  the  rest  of  the  Dytiscidce  arc 
eleven- jointed.  In  distinguishing  one  species  from 
another,  one  should  be  guided  more  by  the  shape 
of  the  beetle  and  the  punctures  upon  its  wing  cases 
than  by  its  size  and  colour. 

The  genus  Haliplus  contains  eleven  species,  the 
commonest  perhaps  of  which  is  H.  ruficollis.  This 
is  a  very  small  beetle,  less  than  Jin.  in  length,  and 
abounds  almost  eveiywhero.  It  is  ovate  in  shape, 
and  of  a  dark  yellomsh-red  colour.  The  crown  and 
the  base  of  the  abdomen  are  dark  brown,  and  the 
thorax  and  the  elytra  are  impressed  with  punctures. 
The  suture  is  dark,  and  there  is  a  small  line  or  stria 
on  each  side  of  the  base  of  the  thorax.  H.  lineato- 
collis  is  also  a  very  common  little  beetle,  and  some- 
what larger  than  the  last  species.  Its  shape  is  ovate, 
its  colour  brownish-yellow,  and  it  may  be  distin- 
guished by  a  dark  longitudinal  line  upon  the  thorax. 
Its  elytra  are  punctured  and  faintly  spotted  with 
brown. 

There  is  only  one  solitary  species  belonging  to  the 
genus  Cncmidotus,  namely,  C.  ccesus.  It  is  Jin.  in 
length,  ovate,  and  convex  in  shape,  and  of  a  shining 
yellow  colour.  Its  elytra  arc  rather  deeply  punc- 
tured. 

The  sub-family  Hydro purides  is  represented  by 
the  genera  Hyphydras  and  Hydroporiis.  The  former 
genus  possesses  only  two  species,  one  of  which  is 
doubtful,  as  a  British  insect ;  the  latter  forty-seven. 

The  Haliplides  and  Hydroporides  do  exceedingly 
well  in  small  aquaria  which  contain  plenty  of  grow- 
ing plants.  They  will  not  hurt  tiny  fish  ;  large  fish 
might  eat  them.  But  if  a  fish  should  die,  they  \d\\ 
feed  upon  it  until  only  the  skeleton  is  left.  They 
are  very  useful  scavengers.  The  water  of  the  tank 
in  which  such  insects  as  these  are  kept,  if  they  are 
properly  treated,  will  remain  beautifully  clear. 
These  little  beetles  will  not  as  a  rule  hurt  snails  ; 
but  if  one  dies,  they  will  quickly  empty  its  shell  and 
use  it  as  a  hiding-place.  They  do  not  require  much 
feeding. 

Hyphydrus  ovatus  (a,  Fig.  156)  is  a  most  curious- 
looking  insect,  less  than  |in.  in  length  and  globose 
in  form.    Its  colour  is  of  a  rusty  red,  and  the  thorax 


  _  „.   ..^ 

Via.  156.    a,  Hyphydbus  ovatus  ; 

b,  HyDKOPOBUS  12-PT7STITLATUS. 

and  elytra  are  punctured.  When  captured  it  is 
often  found  covei'ed  with  mud  or  algae  ;  and  when 
out  of  the  water  it  is  said  to  emit  a  rather  pleasant 
smell  similar  to  that  of  hone}'. 

The  species  belonging  to  the  genus  Hydroporus 
are  by  no  means  easy  to  distinguish  from  each  other, 
and  one  of  the  largest  is  H.  \2-pustulatm  (b.  Fig. 
156).  This  is  about  Jin.  in  length,  and  its  form  is 
oblong-ovate.  The  thorax,  which  is  a  Ught  rusty- 
red,  has  the  anterior  and  posterior  margins  black. 
The  elytra  are  black,  and  are  covered  with  reddish 
spots  placed  in  threes.  The  legs  and  antennae  are 
a  rusty  red.  This  beetle  is  fairly  common.  H. 
palustris  is  a  small  insect  fourtd  in  great  abundance 
almost  everyivhere.  It  is  about  Jin.  in  length'.  Its 
head,  margins  of  thorax,  and  legs  are  red,  and  its 
elytra  are  dark  brown,  spotted  with  yellow.  This 
beetle,  however,  varies  much  in  its  colouring.  H. 
rivalis  (as  its  specific  name  implies)  is  found  in 
streams,  while  most  of  its  relatives  live  in  stagnant 
water.  The  colour  of  this  very  pretty  little  insect 
is  brownish-yellow,  and  the  thorax  has  a  black  line 
down  the  centre.  There  are  two  iri'egnlar  black 
patches  upon  the  elytra,  jointed  together  by  three 


or  four  Unes  of  the  same  colour.  This  beetle,  which 
is  not  Jin.  in  length,  is  not  very  common. 

All  the  Hydioporides  are  small,  and  some  of 
them  are  very  prettily  marked.  The  males  can 
often  be  distinguished  from  the  females  by  their 
shining  appearance. 

The  Gyrinidae,  which  includes  the  genera  Qyrinus 
and  Orectochilus,  form  the  latter  of  the  two  families 
of  the  Hydradephaga. 

Few  water-beetles  are  more  commonly  known 
than  the  merry  and  active  little  insects  which  belong 
to  the  genus  Gyrinus.  They  may  be  seen  keeping 
up  their  hvcly  gyrations  on  the  surface  of  almost 
any  pond  or  sheltered  nook  of  many  a  stream  during 
nearly  eveiy  fine  and  mild  day  throughout  the  year. 

(To  be  continued.) 


OKANAGAN  FISHING. 

Pbobably  few  lakes  in  the  Province  hold  a  finer 
stock  of  fish  than  those  caught  in  the  Okanagan  ; 
and  fewer  still  wherein  Mr.  Angler  can  indulge  his 
hobby,  practically  speaking,  all  the  year  round. 
The  winter  fishing  in  this  splendid  sheet  of  water 
would  be  very  hard  to  equal  anywhere. 

During  the  spring,  summer,  and  fall  months, 
when  fly  fishing  can  be  had,  the  trout  caught  never 
run  to  any  great  size — from  ^Ib.  up  to  51b.,  the  last 
figure  being  almost  the  limit  at  which  the  silver 
trout  will  rise  to  a  fly. 

The  lake  is  some  seventy  odd  miles  in  length  and 
from  two  to  three  and  a  half  in  breadth,  so  that  the 
fisherman  has  lots  of  ground  to  choose  from.  With 
the  rod,  the  best  catches  are  always  taken  whilst 
fishing  off  some  rocky  point,  where  the  water  is 
deep,  and  a  long  line  can  be  thrown.  It  is  around 
these  points  that  the  trout  appear  to  feed,  and  one 
can  often  see  them  passing  and  repassing,  and  if 
one  is  careful  and  can  throw  his  fly  lightly  ahead  of 
them,  he  can  see  his  fish  coming  up  and  is  able  to 
strike  him  successfully. 

If  the  fish  are  on  the  feed,  all  flies  are  equally 
good,  as  they  will  rise  to  any,  and  the  size  appears 
to  have  little  to  do  with  their  fancy.  A  very  suc- 
cessful lure  is  the  gi'asshopper,  and  by  attaching 
one  of  these  insects  on  to  a  small  hook  an  almost 
sure  catch  can  be  had. 

One  need  not  expect  to  get  very  heavy  baskets 
with  the  rod  ;  Okanagan  for  some  reason  or  another 
never  yields  tlie  huge  catches  which  one  reads  so 
much  of,  and  which  can  be  caught  in  many  smaller 
and  less  known  waters.  But  what  may  be  lacking 
in  fly  fishing  in  summer  is  amply  made  amends  for 
by  the  weight  and  size  of  the  fish  caught  during 
winter. 

About  the  beginning  of  November  up  till  the  end 
of  March  these  huge  fellow-s  are  on  the  feed.  They 
are  of  two  varieties,  locally  known  as  the  silver  and 
the  spotted.  In  build  and  size  they  are  pretty 
much  on  a  par,  but  the  silver  variety,  on  accotint  of 
his  dark  green  back  and  beautiful  silvery  sides,  is 
by  far  the  handsomer  of  the  two.  During  winter 
they  of  course  do  not  rise  to  fly,  so  that  trolling  has 
to  bo  resorted  to.  This  makes  the  sport  much 
poorer,  but  if  a  fight  trolling  rod  and  tackle  are  used, 
the  splendid  fight  the  big  fellows  show  makes  the 
troll  no  mean  substitute. 

They  run  in  size  from  31b.  up  to  301b.,  the  last 
named  of  course  being  exceptional,  but  fish  of  from 
71b.  to  151b.  are  commonly  caught.  The  Indians 
(who  are  fast  dying  out)  fish  nearly  all  wi^iter, 
marketing  their  catches,  often  making  good  money 
at  it. 

The  baits  used  are  many  and  varied :  spoons, 
otters,  beetle  baits,  and  ones  cut  out  of  oright 
colom-ed  tins — aU  are  equally  good.  Great  care 
must  be  taken  in  seeing  that  hooks,  cast,  and  fine 
are  very  strong,  especially  the  first  named.  I  have 
lost  many  a  fine  fish  by  the  hook  either  straighten- 
ing out  or  snapping  off  in  the  mouth  of  a  strong, 
heavy  fish. 

But  apart  from  the  fishing,  the  climate  in  the 
Okanagan  Valley,  and  particiilarly  that  around  the 
shores  of  the  lakes,  is  about  as  perfect  as  any 
sportsman  could  desire.  Even  in  w  inter  it  is  never 
very  cold,  and  it  is  only  occasionally  that  a  biting 
wind  and  a  hard  frost  keep  the  angler  indoors. 
Big  and  small  game  shooting  can  also  be  had  in  the 
near  vicinity,  so  that  when  the  rod  is  laid  aside  the 
rifle  or  gim  can  always  take  its  place. — R.  Leckie- 
EwiNG  in  Rod  and  Gun  in  Canada. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS.- 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  56 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 
22,478.    L.  S.  Larsen  and  J.  T.  Wold,  4,  South- 
j   street,  Finsbury,  London.  Improvmcnts 
in  hauhng  winches  for  fishing  lines. 
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p.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactiirer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Taclfle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN   GOLD   AND    OTHER   MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods- 
Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane, 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

iVIalloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  beet  loohs  In  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  Or.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


26  &  28,  scon  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B. 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


Now  Ready.     Canvas  Back.     Is.  6d.  net. 


WALTON  and  SOME  EARLIER 
ANQLINQ  writers! 

By  R.  B.  MARSTON  (Editor  "Fishing  Gazette") 

IN 

THE  BOOK  LOVER'S  LIBRARY. 

Edited  by  HENRY  B.  WHEATLEY,  F.S.A. 

Thi;  Book  Lover  s  Library  includes  many  able  and  useful  Works  which  have  taken  theii 
places  as  authorities  on  the  subjects  they  have  treated  of;  some  are  valuable  works  of 
reference,  while  others  of  the  lighter  character  have  afforded  entertaining  reading  on  bookish 
subjects.  The  Book  Lover's  Library  has  had  a  large  sale  among  collectors  and  bibliographers 
both  in  England  and  America,  and  many  well-known  and  eminent  writers  have  contributed  to 
ita  pages. 

London  ;  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 
And  ELLIOT  STOCK,  62,  Paternoster  Bow,  E.C. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THE 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbing  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London, 


GRAYLING  FISHING 

IN 

SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS 
By  H.  A.  ROUT. 

Fbiob    •     ■     2s.  6d.  aet. 
Ueuri.  Sampson  Low,  Mabstor  ft  Co..  Ltd. 


OLOTH  BINDINQ  OASES 

FOR  TIIK 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

oar  be  had  at  ihb 
Publishing  Office,  81.  Dunttan'i  Houte,  E.C. 


NORTON  FISHERY, 

BALUOCK:,  HERTS, 

HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  FISH  FOR  DISPOSAL: 


YEARLINGS. 


BROWN  TROUT,  10,000 
BROWN  TROUT,  5,000 
LOCH  LEVENS,  10,000 
RAINBOWS,  25,000  . 
RAINBOWS,  10,000  . 

TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 


from  3  inches  to  5  inches 
from  5  inches  to  S  inches 
from  4  inches  to  6  inches 
from  4  inches  to  6  inches 
from  6  inches  to  9  inches 


BROWN  TROUT,  10,000 
BROWN  TROUT,  5,000 
RAINBOWS,  10,000  . 
RAINBOWS,    5,000  . 


from  8  inches  to  11  inches 
from  9  inches  to  14  inches 
from  8  inches  to  12  inches 
from  9  inches  to  14  inches 


Quotations  for  larger  fish  on  application.  All  fish  free  on  rail  at  Baldock  Station, 
and  guaranteed  a  safe  delivery.  Fresh  Water  Snails  and  Shrimps,  especially 
recommended  for  waters  about  to  be  stocked,  are  supplied  at  f  1  per  1,000. 

Apply,  MANAGER. 


MALCOM  &  CO., 

The  Sportsman's  WaterprooferSm 


THE  "ANYWEATHER"  HAT 


The  FIELD,  October  25,  1902,  says : 

"  It  folds  up  into  a  very  narrov?  compass,  yet  is 
made  for  hard  weather.  The  turn-down  rim,  acting 
like  the  roof  of  a  house  to  shoot  water  ofi  wherever  it 
may  fall,  is  imdoubtedly  the  proper  thing  for  a 
sportsman's  wet  weather  headgear." 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.G. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Reforts  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  is  now 
exceptionally  clear,  and  anglers  should  try  the 
deepest  water,  where  the  stream  is  quiet.  Very  few 
persons  have  patronised  the  river  during  the  week, 
owing  to  ihe  cold  weather  and  the  north-east 
wind,  which  has  proved  very  trying  to  those 
who  have  braved  the  elements.  Roach  have  fed 
fairly  well  considering  the  many  drawbacks  ; 
but  it  would  be  better  now  to  try  for 
pike,  perch,  or  chub.  It  looks  to-day  (Thursday)  as 
if  we  may  have  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  which  would 
upset  the  roach  fishing  for  a  few  days.  A  novel 
angling  competition  took  place  on  Boxing  Day  :  the 
members  of  the  K.  P.  S.  fished  the  ponds  in  Bu.shy 
Park  for  pike,  and  not  a  single  fish  was  weighed  in, 
though  the  Hon.  Sec,  Mr.  Rogers,  landed  a  lOin. 
fish.  I  call  the  contest  novel  as  the  idea  of  fishing 
a  competition  in  Bushy  Park  was  more  of  a  chilly 
picnic  than  an  angling  contest. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley).  —  The  water  is  still  in  grand 

condition,  but  fish  are  not  feeding  well.  Here  and 
there  some  fair  bags  of  roach  have  been  taken,  and 
Mr.  Ramsden  Price,  fishing  with  G.  Vaughan,  has 
taken  some  nice  chub,  the  best  brace  weighing  81b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Somers  Clark  and  Mr.  Catkin,  fishing  with 
F.  Willis,  took  a  jack  of  91b.  6oz.,  the  fish  falUng  to 
the  rod  of  the  first-named  angler.  A  few  porch 
have  come  to  the  net ;  these  fish  still  want  a  lot  of 
finding. — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — The  river  is  now  in  excellent 
condition  for  pike  fishing.  A  visitor  staying  at  the 
Original  White  Hart  Hotel  (Mr.  F.  S.  Pridden)  has 
been  having  excellent  sport  among -t  the  pike,  taking 
1961b.  during  the  last  three  days.  Below  are  the 
weights.  On  Dec.  28  twelve  fish,  lOilb.,  91b.,  81b., 
7ilb.,  71b.,  71b.,  5ilb.,  51b.,  41b.,  41b.,  3J2lb.,and  31b.; 
on  the  29th  eight  fiA,  lO.Ub.,  lO.tlb,  101b.,  8.Ub., 
l\\h.,  6  Jib.,  6Jlb.,  and  61b.  ;  on  the  30th  eight  fish, 
13pb.,  9Jlb.,  8.Ub.,  6Mb.,  V,\\h.,  5Jlb.,  SJlb.,  and  2|lb. 
Mr.  Pridden  also  took  six  perch,  21b.  5oz.,  21b.  2oz., 
Iflb.,  the  other  three  from  lib.  to  lilb.  Mr.  Borth- 
wick  took  twelve  pike  on  Dec.  25,  26,  and  28. — 
M.  W.  Hayter. 

Bottisliam  Locks  (Waterbeach). — The  pike 
angler  has  had  a  fair  time  during  the  holiday  week, 
catches  up  to  51b.  each  with  six  fish  to  a  rod  mid- 
day. A  great  many  small  fish  have  been  returned 
to  the  river.  On  Dec.  30  slight  frost  with  N.E. 
wind,  more  guns  seen  out  tlian  fishing  rods.  What 
few  kingfishers  are  left  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
gunner  will  have  mercy  upon.  Roach  fishing  quiet. 
At  the  time  of  writing  water  in  splendid  trim.  Live 
baits  scarce.  —  John  O.  Geokge,  Beche-road, 
Cambridge. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  cold  weather 
has  rather  interfered  with  the  Christmas  anglers' 
good  sport,  but  some  pike  and  a  few  perch 
and  roach  have  been  caught  near  the  city  and 
neighbourhood.  Messrs.  A.  J.  Roberts,  R.  W. 
Shopley,  and  W.  Graf  visited  some  private  water 
near  the  city  and  had  a  fair  catch  of  pike,  the  best 
fish  being  a  good  specimen  of  161b.  In  the  canal  a 
few  small  pike  have  been  had  at  the  Limekilns  and 
near  Topsham  Locks,  and  anyone  on  their  track 
will  secure  reliable  information  if  they  interview 
Mr.  Warner,  the  lock-keeper,  who  can  also  supply 
boats,  etc. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— The  river  is  in  very  fair 
condition,  but  the  weather  has  been  none  too 
favourable ;  high  winds  have  prevailed.  Frosty 
weather  is  being  experienced  at  the  time  of  writing, 
and  ought  to  improve  pike  and  perch  fishing.  A 
few  anglers  have  been  successful.  At  Hertford  some 
excellent  basket?  of  roach  and  dace  have  been  made 
by  the  local  anglers.  One  angler  is  said  to  have 
taken  over  501b.  of  these  fish  in  the  coiirse  of  the 
past  week,  and  another  rod  has  accounted  for  a 
171b.  basket.  In  Christmas  week  a  121b.  pike  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Chambers  at  the  junction  of  the  Lea 
waters,  Amwell  Magna  stream,  at  Hertford.  Mr. 
Hattemore,  at  St.  Margaret's,  early  in  the  week, 
took  an  81b.  pike,  and  some  roach  and  pike  have 
been  landed  at  Rye  House  and  Ware.  Two  young 
otters  have  been  killed  near  Rye  House. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  are  now  running  in  good 
order  for  fishing,  having  gone  down  and  cleared, 
and  are  in  condition  for  cither  fly  or  bottom  fishing. 
The  weather  has  now  become  more  seasonable,  with 
cold  frosty  nights,  followed  by  bright  sunshiny  days. 
The  grayling  have  been  rising  better,  and  the  large 
fish  have  been  on  the  feed.  Aneling  has  been  rather 
slow.  Very  few  rods  out  this  week,  but  sport 
should  be  good  with  maggot,  grasshopper,  and  Red 
Tag,  Willow,  Green  Insect,  and  Silver  Dun.    A  few 


grayling  taken  on  Tuesday  with  fly.  The  Pinsley 
is  in  order. — Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and    Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  are  in  fair  order  for  the  time  of  year,  .\fter 
more  than  a  week  of  very  dull,  dark  weather,  Tues- 
day and  Wednesday  (Dec.  29  and  30)  have  been 
beautifully  fine,  frosty,  sunshiny  days — cold,  yet 
very  seasonable ;  yet  at  time  of  writing  the  glass, 
which  is  not  high,  is  inclined  to  fall,  possibly  for 
snow,  wind  being  east.  Prospects  for  midwater  and 
bottom  fishing  the  coining  week  are  good. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — We  have  had  a  nice 
run  of  dry  weather  now  which  has  enabled  the 
river  to  get  to  its  proper  level  and  colour,  and  it  is 
now  (Dec.  30)  at  its  very  best  in  regard  to  both 
those  items.  We  have,  however,  had  some  east 
winds,  which  are  not  conducive  to  good  sport,  so 
our  best  return  for  the  holidays  was  five  pike  to 
one  gentleman  in  the  day,  largest,  61b.,  and  Mr 
Atkinson,  Dr  Gover  and  Son,  and  other  ardent 
anglers  braved  the  cutting  winds,  but  were  not 
rewarded  with  any  of  the  larger  ones.  Good  roach 
could  now  be  had  here  with  the  lob,  and  there  are 
plenty  of  good  perch,  but  we  cannot  get  small 
enough  gudgeon  here,  and  they  don't  seem  to  take 
on  the  minnow. — A.  Scard. 

 (St.  Neots,  Half  Moon  Hotel).  —  Some 

very  good  sport  last  week-end.  Nice  pike  of  16:11b., 
and  another,  6Ub.,  taken  by  Mr.  F.  Nicholls  at 
Eaton  Socon,  near  the  Mill;  also  several  smaller 
ones.  Water  in  capital  order  if  frost  does  not  con- 
tinue severe. — F.  Beeson. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat.  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necb). — Christmas  Day  will  always  be  (juoted  in 
this  neighbourhood  as  one  of  the  very  few  real 
summer  days  had  in  these- parts  since  the  previous 
Christmas  Day.  It  was,  indeed,  more  like  May 
than  December,  and  all  the  singing  birds  must  have 
thought  so  too,  as  from  early  morn  till  dewy  eve 
the  thrushes  and  blackbirds  poured  forth  one 
unbroken  stream  of  delightful  melody,  w-hich  has 
seldom  been  hoard  on  this  particular  day. 
Anglers  also  were  particularly  busy,  and,  like  busy 
bees,  improved  the  shiny  hours  by  capturing  really 
good  baskets  of  grayling  and  other  kinds  of  fish  in 
all  these  rivers,  and  more  particularly  in  the  Vymwy 
and  Tanat.  Holiday  vLsitore  were  not  very  many, 
but  this  is  too  easily  accounted  for,  owing  to  the 
very  bad  state  of  trade  amongst  tlie  Lancashire 
cotton  spinners.  On  Tuesday  night  (Dec.  ?9)  a  very 
sharp  frost  set  in,  and  which,  at  the  time  of  writing, 
appears  to  have  come  to  stay. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  has  been  in 
good  condition  for  the  holidays,  but  sport  mostly 
slow.  Some  pike  have  been  captured  up  to  61b.  in 
weight,  and  some  roach  up  to  lib.  4oz.,  but  bags 
have  mostly  been  small.  Wind  eastward,  water 
good  colour.  Freezing  and  very  cold.  Roach  ought 
to  soon  commence  feeding  well.  Gentles  or  paste 
the  best  lure. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Cbichester  Canal.  — The 
Christmas  holidays. — I  think,  generally  speaking, 
there  has  been  less  angling  and  more  home  enjoy- 
ment by  their  own  fireside  by  the  majority  of 
knights  of  the  rod  this  year  than  for  many  seasons 
past.  Enthusiasts  have  been  out,  but  with  the 
cheerless  weather,  lines  freezing  to  the  rod-rings,  and 
fish  off  feed,  the  riverside  hostelries  have  found 
patrons  who  otherwise  would  have  indulged  in  their 
favourite  pastime.  There  is  nothing  wortli  recording 
from  the  Ouse.  At  Chichester  Canal  a  few  visitors 
were  to  be  seen,  but  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
pike  and  a  few  perch  the  outing  was  a  delusion.  A 
frost  set  in  on  Tuesday,  and  both  rivers  and 
canal  are  ice  covered  to  an  inch  in  some  parts  ;  there 
is  every  indication  of  a  change  as  the  wind  varies 
from  north-east  to  south-west,  and  bimches  of  wild 
fowl  are  on  the  move. — George  F.  S.\lter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  a  nice 
level  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
since  Saturday  (Dec.  26)  has  turned  more  season- 
able, and  sharp  frosts  have  set  in,  followed  by 
beautiful  fine  days,  with  sun  shining  brightly,  and 
it  has  brought  grayling  on  the  move.  Angling  has 
not  been  very  brisk  during  the  holiday  time,  but  a 
few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  fair  sport  had.  The 
grayling  are  sporting  between  eleven  and  one,  and 
have  been  taking  grasshopper  and  maggot.  The  flies 
to  use  will  be  Red  Tag,  Green  Insect,  Whirling  Blue, 
Willow,  Silver,  and  Twisted  Blue.    Sport  was  had 


Graylixo  Flies  on  gut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kinRdom.  i'lies  to  pattern 
accurately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material— wings,  hackles,  silks, 
etc.  Parcels  made  up  any  size  to  suit  customers'  requirements. 
Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Large  stock 
of  Blue  Hackles,  all  .shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and  Widgeon 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  best  quality,  2d.  per 
dozen ;  eyed,  4(1.  per  dozen,  liest  tapered  horsehair  caijts.  Is. 
each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly  makers' 
tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  ete. — J.  E.  SIll/LBll  ('i'elephone 
2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
TJelegrams  :  "Plscator,  Leeds." 


at  the  end  of  last  week  ■with  worm,  when  six  brace 
of  roach  and  dace  were  landed.  With  grasshoppers 
on  Tuesday  (Doc.  29;  three  brace  of  good  grayling  were 
caught  below  Ludlow.  Pike  fishing  has  been  tried  in 
the  upper  waters  by  three  gentlemen  with  a  bait  cajled 
"  bleak,"  but  sport  was  very  bad.  One  angler,  with 
live  minnow,  took  two  small  pike.  The  prospects 
for  sport  next  week  are  good,  unless  we  get  tovere 
frosts.  The  river  was  frozen  over  a  little  on  Wed- 
nesday (Dec.  30).  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and 
Lodwyche  arc  all  in  good  order  ;  little  done  in  them. 
— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down,  and  is  greatly  improved  to  what  it  has 
been  for  a  month,  it  being  clear  and  a  nice  level  for 
grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  now  changed  i 
for  the  best,  with  frosty  nights  and  fine  sunshiny  \ 
days.  Grayling  have  been  well  on  the  move  during 
midday.  There  liaVc  been  very  few  anglers  out  in 
this  part  of  late — it  being  Christmas  time — but  the 
prospects  for  sport  are  now  very  good,  and  good 
grayling  should  be  taken  with  fly,  grasshopper,  and 
maggot,  as  there  aro  some  fine  fish  in  this  district. 
— Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — Several  anglers  have  during  the  past 
week  been  out,  and  some  good  baskets  of  roach 
and  dace  have  been  killed  with  worm  in  the  Tyne 
at  Corbridge  and  Wylam.  Capt.  Fletcher,  of  Etal, 
fishing  on  the  Till  for  pike,  landed  a  monster,  scaling 
241b.,  the  largest  pike  that  has  been  caught  in  the 
Etal  district.  It  measured  42in.  long,  and  its  girth 
21  in.  He  also  killed  three  smaller  ones  the  same 
day.  Mr.  Tait  and  two  friends,  flshing  the  Glen, 
have  had  royal  sport  amongst  the  grayling  The 
creels  were  151b.,  191b.,  and  241b.  One  angler, 
fishing  a  nice  glide,  was  surprised  at  not  hooking 
any  grayling.  However,  to  his  surprise,  he  observed 
a  large  pike  following  a  small  fish.  Spoon  and 
other  artificial  devices  were  resorted  to,  but  no  use. 
He  was  eventually  captured  in  a  herring-net.  His 
length  was  44in.  If  these  fresh- water  sharks  are 
allowed  to  remain  they  will  soon  clear  both  the 
grayling  and  trout  out  of  the  Glen. — Henry  A. 
MuRTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10, 
Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd.Derwent,  Ouse,  etc. 
(Yorks), — Angling  at  present  in  Yorkshire  streams 
is  like  the  Christmas  turkey,  "off."  The  Yore  in 
the  upper  reaches  is  now  running  very  low  and 
clear.  A  few  brace  of  grayling  have  been  caught 
at  Hawes,  Askrigg,  and  Redmire  districts.  The 
weather  may  have  had  something  to  do  with  anglers 
not  meeting  with  any  great  success  on  the  upper 
reaches,  it  being  very  dull  and  cheerless.  The  Cover 
is  low  and  clear,  very  little  being  done  during  the 
last  few  days.  Bottom  fishing  in  the  lower 
reaches  has  been  quiet.  At  Ripon,  Boroughbridge, 
and  Myton,  a  few  pikers  have  been  out,  but  nothing 
doing.  A  few  perch  have  been  caught  at  Borough- 
bridge.  The  Swale  is  also  lunning  low  and  clear. 
In  the  upper  reaches  a  few  grayling  have  been 
caught  at  Easby  and  Catterick  Bridge.  The  Wharfe 
has  run  down  very  low.  Very  few  rods  have  been 
out  at  Appletreewick  and  Burnsall.  Things 
have  been  rather  quiet  in  this  district. 
In  the  Ilkley  lengths  a  few  rods  have  been 
out,  and  one  or  two  anglers  have  met  with  fair 
sport.  Very  few  rods  have  been  seen  out  in  the 
district  of  Ottery  and  Pool.  In  the  district  of 
Harewood  a  few  pike  fishermen  have  been  out  and 
met  ■with  fair  results.  A  few  grayling  fishermen 
have  been  out  at  Woodhall  and  Collingham ;  fair 
sport  has  been  met  with,  baskets  of  four  to  seven  brace 
being  got  with  the  little  red  worm.  In  the  districts  of 
Boston  Spa  and  Tadcaster  matters  are  rather  quiet. 
The  Derwent  is  now  running  in  fair  trim,  some 
fair  sport  being  met  with  in  the  higher  reaches,  and 
in  the  district  of  Malton  and  Hutton's  Ambo  some 
nice  pike  fishing  has  been  had  with  live  bait.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  trout  ha\  e  spawned  under  very 
favourable  conditions,  and  there  has  been  no  heavy 
floods  to  disturb  the  o\-a.  The  salmon  up  the  Yore 
are  now  falling  down  into  the  pools,  awaiting  a  . 
flood  to  take  them  down  to  the  sea.  The  other 
day  I  was  out  and  came  across  a  dead  salmon  of 
161b.  I  hear  several  have  been  killed  by  otters. 
Wishing  all  a  prosperous  new  year. — John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

North  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  have  been  in 
grand  fettle  for  inducing  an  early  run  of  fish,  and 
from  authentic  reports  to  hand  of  watchers  and 
others  several  clean  springers  have  already  been 
noted  on  the  Banchory  reaches  of  the  Dee.  The 
winter  is  apparently  to  be  an  open  one,  and  as  a 
consequence  the  kelts  are  getting  an  early  shift 
seawards  and  wiU  be  a  good  riddance,  although 
they  are  only  reduced  in  numbers  compared  with 
what  would  be  the  case  in  a  close  season  of  frost 
and  snow.   Most  of  the  sections  on  the  Dee  are 
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fixed  up.  Major  Davidson  has  let  his  Dess  water 
till  the  end  of  May  to  a  sportsman  who  has  not  yet 
fished  the  Dee  as  a  local  lessee.  Mr.  Grilchrish  has 
a^ain  taken  the  Crathes  and  Kinneskie  sections 
from  Sir  Thoma-s  Burnett,  of  Crathes,  and  Mr. 
^Meekin  the  Upper  Durris  water.  There  will  be 
little  change  on  the  Drum  or  Park  waters,  while 
Dr.  Stewart,  of  the  Deeside  Hydro,  has  again 
secured  the  Murtle  and  lower  waters  for  the  con- 
venience of  his  guests. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Shannon  and  Iiongh  Derg  (Killaloe). — If  the 

salmon  and  trout  fishing  opened  on  Friday  (Jan.  1) 
the  river  would  be  in  perfect  trim,  but  we  must 
wait  for  another  month  (Feb.  1).  Now  would  be 
the  time  for  salmon  fishers  to  secure  a  good  stretch 
of  water,  and  I  can  give  two  rods  their  choice  of 
the  three  first  months.  Sport  among  the  heavy  fish — 
or  heavy  cavalry  as  I  call  them — is  only  a  question 
of  suitable  water  and  weather.  The  spawning  is 
over  for  this  season,  but  I  shall  have  something  to 
say  on  this  subject  next  week.  The  weather  is  now 
right  for  snipe  and  duck  shooting  on  river,  lake,  and 
marsh. — S.  J.  Hxjkley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinakelligs. — The  weather  is  favourable 
though  very  cold,  and  good  takes  of  whiting  have 
been  had.— T.  J.  D. 

Ballycotton.— The  weather  at  present  is  very 
cold  and  no  anglers  have  been  out. — T.  J.  D. 

Seal. — Nothing  has  been  done  in  the  way  of 
fishing  during  the  last  two  days  owing  to  the  strong 
easterly  winds.  Mr.  J.  Glaasington,  his  son,  and 
Mr.  Nunn  landed  ten  and  a  h;ilf  score  very  large 
whiting  on  Dec.  26  ;  and  on  Dec.  28  Air.  Nunn  and 
Mr.  J.  G.assington  tjok  five  score  fourteen  whiting 
and  five  good  spur  dogs.  Unless  the  weatlier 
moderates  con-ide  ably  pr  jspects  will  be  very  poor. 
— Edwabd  Haxgeh  (B.S.A.S.). 

—  (the  Pier).  —  The  strong  east  wind  which 
has  prevailed  with  more  or  less  >trength  f  t  the  past 
ten  days  has  all  but  put  a  period  to  all  fishing  in 
this  locality.  Christmas  visiting  anglers  spent  day 
after  day  upon  the  pier  with  scant  success,  their 
only  reward  being  obtained  during  evening  hours, 
when  a  few  codling  came  to  hand.  It  is  very  ques- 
tionable whether  any  more  sport  with  whiting  and 
cod  will  be  obtained,  as  the  fish  have,  in  all  pro- 
bability, taken  to  deep  water.  Only  one  or  two 
anglers  have  recently  patronised  the  pier,  and  the 
piercing  easterly  wind  has  in  most  cases  driven 
them  into  more  comfortable  quarters. — J.  Richard- 
son (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth  — There  has  not  been  much  fishing 
during  the  week,  the  Christmas  holidays  having 
interfered.  The  pier  fishermen  have  done  a  little, 
and  the  mullet  are  feeding  in  the  docks,  although 
they  are  small.  One  of  the  herring  boats  brought 
in  a  good  catch  on  Dec.  26,  but  as  there  were  no 
buyers  they  were  sold  for  a  nominal  figure,  which 
was  hard  luck  for  the  fisherman,  as  they  had  not 
done  much  before ;  what  ought  to  have  brought  in 
£9  or  £10  only  fetched  £3. — William  Heakdeb 
(B.S.A.S.;. 

Sonthwold  — Some  very  good  takes  of  flounders 
and  dabs  have  been  secured  by  Messrs.  A.  and 
J.  A.  Waddington  (B.S.A.S.)  during  the  early  part 
of  the  week  before  Chri-;tma^,  the  total  weight 
being  lolb.  and  lUb.  on  two  consecutive  days. 
Prices  have  been  fished  for  duiing  the  month  on 
Wednesday  and  Saturday  afternoons,  and  those 
given  by  J.  Holmes,  Ksq.,  and  Dr.  Tripp  have  been 
won  by  Mr  Taylor  and  Mr  Blowers.  The  special 
Boxing  D  y  competition  was  a  great  success  as  far 
as  entries  went,  some  thi;  ty-five  competitors  putting 
in  an  appearanc  ■ ;  only  the  first  prize  was,  however, 
award  d — a  British  Sea  Anglers  rod — given  by  Mr. 
A.  Matthews,  as  the  minimum  weight  of  fish  for 
second  and  third  prizes  was  not  reached.  These 
will  be  competed  for  later  on.  The  winner  of  first 
prize  was  Mr.  Reynold-".  The  water  has  been 
almost  unfishable  during  the  last  five  days,  owing 
to  strong  easterly  gales.  Mr.  Wrightson  has 
managed,  however,  to  obtain  several  small  codling 
— some  six  in  number — since  Monday,  the  largest 
being  5Jlb.  As  soon  as  the  sea  quietens  down  a  bit, 
a  large  quantity  of  codling  are  e.xp^cted  close  in 
f-hore.  Large  cod  have  pone  buck  into  deep  water. 
January  Ls  the  be-it  month  here  for  large  flounders 
an-l  dabs.— L.  B.  Wriohtson  (B.S.A.S.). 


The  alligator  destroys  millions  of  mosquitoes  by 
letting  them  settle  on  his  jaws  and  then  swallowing 
them.  Ladies  who  are  annoyed  by  flies  might  rid 
them.selves  of  the  nuisance  by  keeping  an  alligator 
in  the  room  during  the  night,  but  there  are  some 
womAi  who  would  prefer  the  flies.  They  would  as 
soon  have  a  mouse  loose  in  their  chamber  as  an 
alligator. 


Jlssocttttions,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 

The  General  Committee  will  meet  on  .Monday 
next,  Jan.  4,  1004,  at  8..30  p.m. — R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Blenhei.m  Angling  Society. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  above  society,  at  which 
there  wa?  a  very  good  attendance,  after  the  ordinary 
business  had  been  transacted  the  rest  of  the  evening 
was  taken  up  by  a  concert,  and  our  thanks  are  due 
to  Messrs.  Moore,  Marks,  Cracknell,  Norman,  and 
others  for  their  assistance.  The  table  was  covered 
with  many  useful  and  seasonable  gifts,  representing 
the  prizes  won  in  the  Christmas  outing..  The  dinner 
in  connection  with  this  outing  was  held  at  the 
country  headquarters,  the  Fisheries  Hotel,  Harefield, 
and  proved  a  great  success.  Host  Bamford  catering 
to  the  satisfaction  of  everyone.  Mr.  Cracknell  has 
recently  had  a  good  show  of  roach  from  our  Hare- 
field  fishery,  and  several  members  fish  from  the 
Thames,  including  Mr.  Rod  bur,  jack  ;  Mr.  Blagrave, 
chub  and  roach;  and  Mr.  Yarham,  jack  and  perch. 
We  have  recently  elected  four  new  members  through 
the  influence  of  Mr.  McDonald,  including  Mr.  G. 
Lipscomb,  of  the  Pontefract  Castle,  Chapel-street,  W. 
The  committee  have  under  consideration  an  offer  of 
some  fish  for  restocking  purposes,  and  hope  to  do 
something  in  the  matter  before  long.  On  Jan.  27 
our  secretary  will  read  a  paper,  "  Some  remarks 
on  Spinning,"  when  our  president  will  occupy  the 
chair. — Hon.  Sec. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

At  the  last  meeting,  in  Fetter-lane,  in  1903,  Mr. 
J.  N.  Hearn  occupied  the  chair.  Mr.  Giaham 
reported  fishing  at  Dover ;  Mr.  Mallett  at  Deal. 
The  seen  tary  reported  a  big  catch  of  heiring  at 
Plymouth,  also  the  leceipt  from  Mr.  J.  Heliing,  the 
society's  agent  at  Mill'ord  Haven,  of  a  verv  fine 
spacimen  of  the  sea  perch — a  fish  very  seldom  found 
in  British  waters.  This  specimen  was  caught  by  a 
trawler  off  Cape  Finisterre  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay, 
and  after  examination  by  the  hon.  curator.  Dr. 
C.  H.  Patterson,  was  forwarded  to  the  Museum  of 
Natural  History  at  South  Kensington.  Letter  of 
acknowledgment  was  read  thanking  the  society, 
and  stating  that  the  specimen  would  be  added  to 
the  museum — being  somewhat  of  a  rarity.  Dis- 
appointment was  expres-!ed  by  some  of  the  members 
that  it  had  not  been  added  to  the  museum  in  course 
of  formation  at  the  society's  rooms  in  accordance 
with  a  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Croft  Handley 
in  September  in  his  paper  on  the  preservation  of 
specimen  fish,  and  a  hops  was  expressed  that  the 
hon.  curator  would  on  liis  return  give  the  society 
a  desciiption.  The  secretary  explained  that  it 
was  not  a  British  fish,  and  was  too  large  to  be 
preserved  by  means  at  the  Society's  disposal, 
and  having  been  caught  some  time  it  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  be  set  up  and  mounted.  The  agent 
was  to  be  thanked  for  his  attention.  Mr.  Bates 
moved  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  old  member 
in  the  chair,  and  expressed  the  hope  of  all  the  mem- 
bers that  he  might  often  be  seen  there.  The  toast 
of  the  B.S.A.S.  was  then  h  moured  with  all  the 
season's  wishes.  The  next  meeting  will  be  on 
Wednesday,  Jan.  6,  when  a  paper  w  ill  be  read  by 
Mr.  J.  Colquhoun  Kemp,  entitl  d  "  Sport  the 
Sportsman."  Dr.  Putterson's  report  upon  the 
big  sea  perch  will  be  awaited  with  in  erest,  as  it  is 
a  fish  very  seldom  seen  in  England.  The  number 
of  varieties  is  enormous.  Belonging  to  the  sub-order 
Acanthopterygii,  it  will  doubtlfss  be  found 
to  belong  to  the  fir.st  division  perciformes,  of 
which  Family  1,  the  Centrarchida?,  never  enter 
salt  water.  Of  Family  2,  the  percidaj-luci  iperca 
marinia  and  percarina,  though  fie-^h  water  fishes, 
are  occasionally  to  be  found  in  brackish  water  at 
the  mouths  of  rivers,  notably  in  the  Black  Sea. 
The  specimen  in  question  will  probably  be  found  to 
belong  to  Family  3,  the  Serranidse,  which  is  cosmo- 
politan, some  inhabiting  fresh  water,  but  the 
great  bulk  of  them  the'  sea.  Epinephelus 
Alexandrinus  and  Oilneus  are  common  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  off  the  Cape  Vere  and 
Canary  Islands,  onl  are  found  up  to  2ft.  9in. 
in  length,  E.  Gigas — the  giant  perch,  common  off 
the  coast  of  Portugal — luns  about  the  same  size, 
while  E.  Cernisides  has  been  measured  up  to  S^ft. 
Specimens  of  Serranus  Cabrilla  (Perca  Cabrilla)  have 
been  frequently  caught  in  the  entrances  to  the 
English  Channel,  but  have  not  been  found  to  exceed 
some  1.5in.  in  length.  So  many  families  being 
closely  similar,  very  minute  examination  is  need- 
ful to  class  these  perches. — Hon.  Reporter. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  will  take 
place   at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane, 


Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  on  Monday  evening  next, 
Jan.  4,  at  9  p.m.    Early  attendance  is  requested. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  J.  Hurren  presided  on  Tuesday  last.  Fishing 
reports  were  but  few  ;  however,  .Mr.  Fosbro  )ke, 
fishing  the  Mole  on  (/hristma-i  Day,  had  taken  sundry 
roach,  rrwstly  small,  but  at  Pulborough,  the  day 
following,  had  no  sport.  Mr.  Hurren,  fishing  at 
Richmond,  had  succeeded  in  taking  several  perch, 
but  of  no  great  size.  Dr.  LadoU  gave  an  amusing 
account  of  a  fishing  expedition  at  Ramsgate,  but 
the  result,  in  tho  way  of  sport,  was  not  satisfactory. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  and  tho  customary 
toa^t,  terminated  tho  proceedings.  At  the  meeting 
on  the  previous  Tuesday,  Mr.  J.  Dryden  (hon. 
librarian)  presided  ;  when  routins  and  other  neces- 
sary business  had  been  quickly  despatched,  Mr. 

G.  W.  Thompson  took  the  chair,  and  a  most 
delightful  musical  (phonographic)  evening  ensued, 
under  the  able  direction  of  Mr.  Begernie.  The 
instrument  and  accessories  employed  were  perfect. 
A  very  enthu  iastic  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Begernie 
testified  to  the  great  delight  experienced  by  those 
present.  A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
terminated  the  proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  Greshara  custom 
Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  presided  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  society  for  1903  on  Dec.  29.  A  new  member 
was  proposed  for  1904,  and  this,  with  the  fishing 
reports,  constituted  the  sole  business  of  the  evening, 
the  remainder  of  the  time  being  devoted  t )  an 
impromptu  concert.  Mr.  F.  W.  Grav  took  lllb. 
of  good  roach  from  Mr.  Gairdner's  water  and  Mr. 
P.  W.  S  dmond  101b.  from  the  same  place. 
Mr.  Hicks  had  some  good  roach  from  Kelvedon, 
and  Mr.  Bothwick  had  a  very  lively  time 
with  the  jack  on  some  private  wat  !r,  none, 
however,  being  of  any  g-eat  size.  Other 
members  have  visited  Kelvedon,  hut  the  no.th- 
east  winds  during  the  last  few  days  have  put 
the  roach  off  feed.  Mr.  Gill  managed,  however,  to 
secure  121b.  of  good  fish.  Among  those  who  con- 
tributed to  the  evening's  enjoyment  were:  Messrs. 
Buckingham,  Chasteney,  Gray,  C.  J.  Hayward,  P. 
West,  and  Dr.  J.  Simpson-Lad  11.  Among  the 
visitors  who  added  to  the  general  enjoyment  were 
Messrs.  Chippendale,  Stewatt,  and  Tarling,  all  of 
whoso  songs  we'  e  highly  appreciated.  The  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  and  visitors  were  cordially 
carried. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  over  the  meeting  on 
Dec.  30.  Chief  interest  centred  round  the  holiday 
angling  experiences.  Four  of  the  members  visited 
our  Barford  fishery,  and  although  the  conditions 
were  distin  tlv  unfavourable,  they  captured  large 
numbers  of  roach  and  pike.  The  roach  ran  in 
point  of  size  rather  be!ow  the  usual  standard,  but 
the  pike  were  a  fair  medium.  Mr.  G.  Rayner  took 
fifty  roach,  best  lib.  4oz.,  and  fourieen  pike, 
averaging  between  41b.  and  5lb. ;  Mr.  H.  Dunn, 
roach  up  to  lib.  2oz.,  and  pike  averaging  51b.  to 
61b.  each  ;  Mr.  Woodruff,  a  great  number  of  roach 
up  to  lib.  4oz.,  and  ten  pike  up  to  6!b. ;  Mr.  T.  A. 
Shaw  a  nice  even  lot  of  roach,  average  about  lib. 
each,  and  a  brace  of  pike,  o  ie  a  handsome  fish 
between  171b  and  181b.  From  other  waters,  Mr. 
Potter  h  id  tw  nty  n  ce  roach.  Msmbers  sfeak 
highly  of  our  new  lojal  headquarters  at  the 
Barford  fishery.  Members  can  obtain  ftill  informa- 
tion as  to  tariff,  etc.,  from  the  secretary. — G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  Robert  C.  Blundell  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting,  whea  only  formal  business  was  tr  insaoted. 
On  the  preceding  Mondaj',  however,  with  Jlr.  R. 
Bradford  in  the  chair,  half  a  dozen  plump  Colne 
roach  graced  the  table.  These  were  part  of  a  catch 
made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  whose  health  as  the 
"  Successful  Angler  "  was  cordially  drank.  Mr. 

H.  H.  Brown  reported  that  the  Itchen  was  stiU 
exceedingly  high  and  running  very  fast,  so  that 
grayling  fishing  has  yielded  poor  results.  He,  how- 
ever, creeled  a  couple  of  brace  of  fair  fish,  besides 
several  trout.  The  grayling  came  to  the  wet  fly, 
not  one  fish  being  observed  to  rise  during  the  whole 
time  he  was  on  the  water.  Trout,  howeve-,  were 
taking  the  naturals,  which  hatched  out  quite  freely. 
Both  the  Kennet  and  Colne  are  fining  down  rapidly. 
• — Hon.  Skc. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. 

Tickets  for  the  Windsor  match  should  be  to  hand, 
if  not,  kindly  drop  a  line.  Stockwell  A.S.  have 
removed  to  the  JFentiman  Arms,  Fentiman-road, 
Clapham-road.  In  addition  to  £5  from  the  prize 
fund  and  all  entrance  fees,  fifteen  good  prizes  have 
been  kindly  promised. — A.  G.  Smith,  Hon.  Sec. 
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"  We  had  better  appear  to  be  what  we  are,  timn 
affect  to  appear  what  we  are  not." — RorHEFOucAUT,D. 


I  HEAR  that  one  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society's 
fisheries- — Barford,  to  wit — has  again  afforded  the 
members  excellent  sport  with  the  pike,  and  as  a 
result  some  fine  fish  were  on  view  this  week  at  the 
society's  headquarters,  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Bed- 
ford-square. Mr.  T.  Acton  Shaw  took  chief  honours 
for  quality  with  a  handsome  fish  weighing  between 
171b.  and  18ib. 


The  ordinary  weekly  meetings  of  the  Gresham 
A.S.,  held  at  the  Manche  ter  Hotel,  Aldersgate- 
street,  E.C.,  will  be  as  follows  :  Jan.  5,  12,  10,  and 
20.  On  the  12th  Mr.  J.  Martin  Dickens  will  read 
a  paper ;  on  the  ICth  there  will  be  a  pike  outing 
to  Kelvedon ;  on  the  19th  the  annual  general 
meeting  will  be  held  ;  on  the  2Cth  a  Bohemian 
concert ;  and  on  the  30th  an  outing  to  Kelvedon. 


The  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  must  look  to  its 
laurels,  or,  rather,  sea-weeds.  An  Italian,  yclept 
Pino,  has  invented  a  submarine  boat  built  entirely 
of  steel,  capable  of  descending  to  any  depth,  and 
working  with  its  arms  upon  the  beds  of  oceans 
hitherto  untouched.  "  Gold,  gold  !  "  will  no  doubt 
be  the  principal  quest  of  these  boilers  of  the  deep, 
but  as  a  slight  change  from  the  ordinary  sea 
fishing  stations  it  would  be  interesting  to  read  the 
announcement  that  "  A  four  daj's'  match  will  be 
fished  —  any  waters,  Atlantic,  Bay  of  Biscay, 
Mediterranean,  or  Pacific — not  more  than  three  in 
a  submarine;  the  largest  fish  or  'monster'  to  take 
first  prize  and  a  gold  diamond.  No  wrecks  to  be 
explored.  If  fishing  (or,  rather,  prospecting)  at  a 
depth  of  500ft.,  no  longer  than  twelve  hours  under 
water  will  bo  allowed.  Weigh  in  at  four  o'clock  at 
the  Hippodromy." 


January. 

A  LITTLE  child  steps  gladly  forth  to  most  us, 

With  eager,  stately  welcome  in  his  stride; 
He  stretche-i  out  his  chubby  hands  to  greet  us, 

His  eyes  all  i'rau.;ht  with  sini'es  of  love  and  priJe. 
God  bless  his  gay  and  bonny  winsome  fa  e, 

Wher(>on  is  '■em  no  trace  or  thought  of  tear. 
List  his  sweet  voice,  as  with  a  winning  grace, 

He  wishes  us  a  bright  and  Happy  Year. 
O !  Would  that  he  could  be  for  ever  young — 

Ko  cloud  of  care  to  dim  liis  beaming  eyes; 
With  nought  to  stop  his  merry,  prattling  tongue. 

Or  change  morn's  sunshine  to  an  eve  of  sighs. 
No  anguish  and  no  pain  to  wring  his  brow. 
Which  haply  wears  such  joyous  beauty  now! 

— Chas.  F.  Foeshavv. 


A  common  (not  garden)  house  fly  sometimes  lives 
for  five  years. 


"  If  an  article  has  been  scorched  in  ironing  lay  it 
where  the  bright  sunshine  will  fall  dirrctly  on  it." 
So  says  the  Stin  'i  he  owner  of  a  nightshirt  which 
had  received  a  "  scorching  "  waited  seven  days  for  a 
g'eam — only  a  gleam — of  sunshine,  but  has  been 
obliged  to  resume  the  garment,  scorch  and  all  ! 


The  Blenheim  Anglers  are  certainly  "  going 
strong."  At  their  last  meeting  Mr.  John  Henderson 
(a  comparatively  new  member)  presented  the  club 
with  a  hahdsome  chub  caught  at  Mapledurham, 
which  weighed  41b.  7oz.  It  was  set  up  I  y  Messrs. 
Cooper  in  their  be.st  style. 


There  was  a  Christmas  competition  hold  on 
Dec.  20  and  27  at  Folkestone  for  members  of 
the  B.S.A.S.  and  affilidted  societies.  On  Boxing 
Day  boats  did  not  go  out,  but  there  was  fishing 
from  the  pier.  Dr.  Matthew  Dobbs,  F.S.A.A.. 
took  the  bronze  mednl  (first  prize).  Mr.  W.  C. 
Nickels,  B.S.A.S.,  tt.ok  the  prize  presented  by  the 
president  on  the  second  day.  He  too  fished  from 
the  pier.  The  sea  was  rough,  but  the  weathsr  fine, 
and  there  were  many  visitois. 

***** 

At  a  meeting  held  at  the  Town  Hall  a  r.;'Solution 
was  adopted  in  favour  of  affiliation  to  the  B.S.A.S. 
for  session  1904.  Competitions  were  talked  of,  and 
Mr.  Councillor  Warnpach  suggested  that  the  railway 
companies  should  be  approached  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  special  facilities.  Mr.  Eldridg?  will  have 
charge  of  the  Sassoon  Challenge  Cup,  which  ho  won. 
A  number  of  old  members  enrolled  themselves  for 
the  coming  session,  and  everybody  wished  every- 
body else  a  "  Happy  Ncw  Year." 


Lovers  of  good  art  and  good  workmanship  have, 
I  hope,  paid  a  visit  to  the  annual  exhibition  of 
students'  work  at  the  "  L.C.C.  School  of  Photo- 
Engraving  and  Lithography,"  Bolt-court,  Fleet- 
street.  There  were  some  380  drawings  on  view 
as  well  as  many  fine  examples  of  line  and 
half-tono  photogravure,  and  some  excellent  litho- 
graphs. In  the  art  section  there  were  studies  from 
life,  and  original  designs — really  original,  and  con- 
spicuous for  boldness  of  colour,  technical  skill, 
and  striking  "character."  The  school  is  doing 
wonders,  and  I  tender  congratulations  to  .Mr  Cecil 
Bea  (member  of  the  Institute  of  Painters  in  Oil), 
the  art  master,  who,  I  am  glad  to  know,  is  an 
enthusiastic  angler.  Mr.  A.  J.  Newton  (the  prin- 
cipal) has  good  reason  to  be  proud  of  what  has 
been  achieved. 


l^vERYBODY  knows  "  Fores,"  the  great  sporting 
print  sellers  of  Piccadilly — the  place  so  much  dis- 
cussed hy  the  Standard.  But  not  everybody  is 
aware  that  this  well-known  firm  publishes  a  maga- 
zine devoted  to  sport  which  appears  quarterly,  and 
which  would  increase  the  gaiety  of  nations  by 
coming  outoftener.  Bright,  clever,  well  illustrated, 
and  with  some  capital  fishing  articles,  a  copy  of  this 
magazine  should  be  secured  by  every  angler  who 
looks  at  the  sporting  prints  in  the  window  of 
"  Fores  " — and  who  is  the  angler  who  does  not  ? 


OUR  P.O.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

Mb.  Frederick  John  Hudd,  who  presided  at  the 
recent  successful  concert  of  the  Highbury  Anglers' 
Socii  ty,  always  takes  the  chair  at  the  weekly 
mestine's,  and  has  guided  the  destinies  of  the  club, 
of  wh'ch  he  is  a  popular  vice-president,  for  perhaps 
ten  years.  He  is  a  good  angler,  and  though  he  may 
not  have  many  "  monsters"  placsd  to  his  credit,  he 
has  had  fair  success  at  T'^atcham,  Selham,  on  the 


Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd. 


Rother,  and  other  private  fisheries.  A  good  all- 
round  sportsman  is  Mr.  Hudd.  He  owns  some  good 
hacknevs  and  fine  sporting  dogs ;  he  is  fond  of 
hunting,  coursing,  and  all  the  s-torts  of  a  country 
gentleman.  A  busy  man  at  Smithfield,  he  finds 
leisure  for  angling,  field  sports,  and  oth^r  recreations 
in  the  social  circle  near  his  home  at  Pal-ner's  Green. 
He  is  a  m  m  who  would  be  missed  in  the  Hertfor  1- 
shire  and  Middlesex  hunting  circles,  and  certainly 
the  Highbury  Anglers  could  scarcely  do  without 
him. 


One  hundred  and  fifty  million  tons  of  matter  in 
solution  are  annually  poured  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  by  the  Mississippi.  At  this  rate  one  foot  of 
land  over  the  whi  le  basin  would  be  removed  in 
4000  years.  Similar  calculations  applied  to  the 
St.  Lawrence,  the  La  Plata,  and  the  Amazon  reach 
the  result  that  100  tons  per  square  mile  is  removed 
from  the  entire  American  Continent  every  year. 
One  cubic  mile  of  earth  is  deposited  every  year  in 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  from  America,  Africa,  Europe, 
and  Asia.  And  so  the  continents  waste  away,  and 
form  materials  for  new  ones  in  the  geological  ages. 
[Why  don't  some  of  the  rivers  deposit  cubic  miles 
of  fish  ?] 


Many  anglers  who  have  visited  Newfoundland 
have  come  home  full  of  enthusiasm.  But  as  there 
are  spots  on  the  sun,  they  have  stated  how  their 
holidays  have  been  somewhat  marred  by  the  torture 
of  flies.  It  is  no  use  taking  a  lot  of  chemist-shop 
remedies.  It  is  much  better  to  take  a  wrinkle  from 
anglers  on  the  spots.  A  simple  mixture  of  oil 
tinctured  with  carbolic  acid  is  one  of  the  best 
things.  The  oil  soothes  the  skin  and  keeps  it  from 
burning  and  cracking,  and  the  scent  of  carbolic  flies 
"  can't  abide." 


Great  Brit.\in  contains  00  species  of  mammalia, 
274  of  birds,  14  of  reptiles,  and  263  of  fish. 


The  New  York  Fishing  Gazette  has  the  following 
comforting  words  about  oysters  : — The  English 
Press  very  foolishly  agitated  the  oyster  scare,  but 
it  fell  flat.  Consumers  are  being  educated  to  the 
fact  that  oysters  alone  will  not  cause  typhoid.  All 
physicians  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  disease  is 
generally  brought  on  by  drinking  impure  water  or 
milk,  and  the  seeds  of  the  disease  may  have  been 
in  the  system  of  the  victim  for  weeks.  When  it  is 
fully  developed,  if  he  has  eaten  oysters  within 
twenty-four  hours,  they  are  blamed  for  it.  Typhoid 
cannot  develop  in  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours, 
but  is  the  result  of  weeks  of  slow  development. 
It  is  all  rot  that  oysters  alone  will  produce  typhoid 
fever.  If  so,  why  are  the  oystermen  the  healthiest 
people  in  the  world  ?  No  one  ever  heard  of  their 
having  typhoid  fever." 


Jack  :  "  The  fish-hooks  used  to-day  are  of  pre- 
cisely the  same  form  as  those  of  two  thousand  years 
ago."    Jill :  "  So  are  the  stories." 


Lady  :  "  Have  you  ever  seen  the  Danube  ?  " 
Snob  :  "  Why,  certainly  ;  it  is  the  largest  river  on 
my  estates." 


The  Favourite  B'ly. 
{From  the  Trout' a  point  of  view.) 

In  a  nice  little  eddy,  just  under  a  weed, 
A  foxy  old  brown  trout  was  lying, 

Gazing  lazily  up  with  his  artful  bright  eye 

At  the  May  Flies  and  Red  Spiimers  flying. 

"Tom  Spotty,"  said  he,  "would  fairly  go  wild 

Just  to  get  at  those  Spinners  a  biti. 
While  if  William  Speckly  these  May  Flies  could 
see 

He'd  go  fairly  mad  with  delight. 

And  take  all  the  others,  each  one  has  his  taste, 
And  on  other  flies  flatly  looks  down ; 

For  one  trout  likes  this,  and  anothT  lik°3  that. 
And  my  own  taste  to-day  is  March  Briwn." 

— R.  W.  Vbenon. 


According  to  the  Consular  reports,  fishing  is  the 
principal  means  of  livelihood  in  the  Faroe  Islands. 
All  the  villages  are  situated  on  the  corist.  and  there 
is  hardly  a  house  on  the  islands  that  is  more  than 
a  few  minutes'  walk  from  the  sea.  The  fishing  is 
carried  on  from  open  row  boats  of  various  sizes, 
seating  generally  from  four  to  eight  men,  calculating 
two  men  on  a  seat,  each  with  an  oar.  The  boats 
are  made  after  a  time-honoured  pattern,  are  won- 
derfully handy  and  seaworthy,  and  marvellously 
managed.  The  blade  of  the  oar  is  usually  narrow. 
In  spring  and  summer  use  is  made  of  old  fishing 
smacks,  with  small  sailing  yachts  adaptpd  to  the 
purpose,  which  have  been  bought  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  Most  of  these  go  lor  weeks  in  summer 
to  Iceland,  returning  to  the  Faroes  in  the  autumn, 
and  take  part  of  their  catch  to  the  United  Kingdom 
or  Holland  for  sa'e.  The  herring  harvest  is  lament- 
ably wasted  ;  it  is,  in  fact,  doubtful  whether  any 
profitable  quantity  or  even  saleable  hei  rings  have 
hitherto  been  exported  from  the  Faroes  owing  to 
imorance  or  neglect  of  the  necessary  precautions 
for  preserving  them. 

Herrings  are  caught  in  Iceland  and  profitably 
exported  salted,  without  cleaning,  but  these  fish  are 
caught  by  cleverly  anchored  nets  within  which  they 
remain  for  about  eight  days.  By  this  method  the 
fish  clean  themselves,  and  when  taken  are  salted  for 
transport.  It  is  of  no  use  to  catch  them  in  a  drag 
net  and  merely  salt  and  export  them,  as  is  done  in 
the  Faroes.  The  Consul  considers  that  the  industry 
is  worth  the  attention  of  a  British  firm.  The 
vessels  would  have  to  fly  the  Danish  flag,  or  they 
may  not  lawfully  be  used  either  for  fishing  in  the 
fjords  or  for  landing  their  catch.  A  good  landing 
pier  would  have  to  be  constructed  at  Thorshavn, 
where  alone  sufficient  women  and  girls  could  bo 
found  accustomed  to  handle  cod — they  could  easily 
be  taught  by  a  few  skilled  women  from  the  U^nited 
Kingdom.  The  steadj'  employment  would  be  a 
great  boon  to  many  poor  persons.  The  whole  sub- 
ject is  one  with  possibilities  of  profit,  and  British 
firms  interested  in  the  subject  might  do  worse 
than  enter  into  correspondence  with  Mr.  Villiers 
regarding  it. 


We  have  all  heard  of  Geelong  and  Goalong,  but 
at  Keloang,  Japan,  recently,  a  missionary  tied  up  a 
cow  in  his  backyard  as  bait  for  a  tiger  (not  bread- 
crust,  mind  you),  and  turned  a  dojg  loose  to  watch. 
The  tiger  came,  the  missionary  in  his  haste  shot  the 
cow,  and  the  tiger  ate  the  dog  !  Dragnet. 
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Provincial  flnglifig  ]lotes 

miust  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning^ 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  of  our  members  have  been  out  during  the 
holidays  and  have  met  with  fair  sport.  The  weather 
has  been  very  much  better,  and  our  local  rivers  and 

!  their  tributaries  are  now  in  good  order.  We  have 
had  one  or  two  frosty  nights,  and  the  weather  to- 
day (Wednesday)  is  frosty,  bright,  and  very  clear; 

1  this  will,  I  hope,  continue  for  some  time  to 
come.  It  wiU  put  the  pike,  chub,  and  perch 
on  the  feed ;  the  former  fish  ought  now  to 
be  at  their  best,  and  sport  should  be  good 
with  them.  Some  small  fish  have  been  taken 
in  fair  quantities  from  private  waters,  together 
with  a  few  good  perch  ;  it  has  been  a  little  too  cold 
for  roach  fishing.  I  have  heard  a  good  account  of 
the  pike  being  on  the  feed  in  the  back  water  below 
Lincomb  Lock,  and  in  the  deep  waters  near  to 
Hampst  Jl  House  ;  these  waters  are  situated  about  a 
mile  to  a  mile  and  half  below  Stourport,  on  the  river 
Severn  ;  the  upper  reaches  above  Bridgenorth  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Upton  Magna  should  be 
extra  good  now.  On  the  Avon,  in  the  Fladbury 
district,  pike  fishing  should  be  at  its  best ;  the  river  is 
not  overrished  like  other  parts,  and  pike  fishermen 
visiting  this  water  will  be  rewarded  with  good  sport. 
Members  of  clubs  who  rent  private  waters  have 
been  out,  but  little  worth  recording  has  been  done. 
Public  pool  fishing  has  been  quiet  as  the  gentlemen 
who  fish  these  waters  outside  Birmingham  have 
been  enjoying  themselves  at  home.  The  canals 
have  been  very  poorly  patronised.  The  Corporation 
of  Birmingham  are  advertising  their  waters ;  a 
number  of  rods  are  only  allowed  on  each  water. 
The  reservoir  at  Shustoce  is  reserved  for  fly  fishing 
only ;  all  the  waters  are  restricted  to  a  certain  number 
of  subscribers.  What  is  known  as  Plants  Brook  is 
let  to  twenty  subscribers  at  one  guinea,  one  rod  only 
allowed  for  coarse  fishermen — this  is  the  best  outlay 
for  their  money.  The  Gravellsy  Hill  reservoir  is 
rsstricted  to  twelve  tickets  per  day,  at  Is.  each. 
The  close  time  on  all  waters  is  duly  observed  and 
no  Sunday  fishing  allowed.  The  St.  Paul's  ball  at 
the  Chapel  Hotel,  Great  Charles-street,  was  held  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  evenings  {Dec.  28  and  29), 
and  wa-i  as  usual  a  big  success.  Artistes  were  en- 
gaged to  appear  between  the  dances,  in  order  to 
vary  the  programme. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Roach  have  been  giving  capital  sport.  On  some 
waters  as  much  as  101b.  and  12lb.  of  roach  were 
captured  as  a  result  of  a  few  hours'  angling.  One 
angler  who  had  fished  the  Forty-foot  averred  that 
he  had  not  obtained  better  sport  at  any  previous 
period  of  the  season.  The  roach  he  captured 
weighed  from  pb.  to  lib.  each.  The  maggot  and 
paste  baits  have  been  found  most  attractive.  Pike 
fishing  is  improving.  Those  who  have  patronised 
the  Witham  in  the  Dogdyke  district  have  killed 
fish  with  live  bait  weighmg  up  to  81b. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  waters  were  all  in  nice  ply  during  the 
hoUdays,  and  in  some  parts  very  fair  sport  was 
participated  in,  especially  on  the  river  Hull  above 
riempholme,  where  roach  of  over  lib.  each  were 
secured,  also  dace  up  to  about  ^b.  each ;  a  little 
sport  was  aLso  met  with  at  Brigham,  Wansford,  and 
Whinhill  Lock,  on  the  Driffield  Canal,  and  some  fairly 
good  roach  and  perch  creeled.  Live  bait  fishing  for 
pike  has  also  been  pursued  with  a  fair  amount  of 
success,  in  some  parts  fish  up  to  71b.  each  being 
secured.  Tlie  Market  Weighton  Canal  has  also 
accounted  for  a  few  nice  fi.sh  of  the  latter 
species  during  the  holidays,  one  angler  secur- 
ing six  nice  fish  above  Sodhouse  Lock,  his 
best  fish  scaling  O^^lb.  A  few  roach  and  perch 
have  also  been  taken  near  the  Foulness  Daiii.  At 
the  December  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  and  Dis- 
trict Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association,  which  was 
held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  the  officers  were  elected 
for  1904,  .Mr.  W.  F.  B.  Calvert  being  elected  to  the 
presidential  chair;  Messrs.  W.  H.  Barker  and  W. 
Lond,  vice-pret<ident8  ;  Mr.  Geo.  Turner,  treasurer  ; 
Mr.  T.  Whitehead,  financi»l  secretary  and  registrar  ; 
and  general  secretary.  Mr.  .J.  Gower.  The  ne.xt 
council  meeting  will  be  held  on  Jan.  0,  after  which 
the  members'  privilfgo  tickets  will  be  issued  for 
1904;  the  annual  rnemliers'  meeting  will  be  held 
on  Jan.  22,  when  the  specimen  prizes  will  be  pre- 
Konted. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Judging  by  floating  rumours,  there  is  more  than 
iift  usual  amount;  of  unrest  and  change  in  evidence 
amongst.  the,\^arijus  ujiglji^g.  organisations  iji  thig 


county.  For  fear  of  making  any  additional  friction 
no  names  are  mentioned,  but  the  chief  cause  is 
financial  questions.  Executives  are  finding  out 
that  efficiency  cannot  be  guaranteed  without 
expense,  and  with  trade  being  bad,  the  working 
man  finds  the  additional  burden  irksome.  Another 
cause  is  the,  in  some  cases,  heavy  rents  asked  by 
owners  for  their  waters.  Some  allow  the  water  to 
be  stocked  and  thusf  become  valuable,  and  then 
increase  the  rent  as  if  they  had  improved  it  at  their 
own  expense.  It  is  no  wonder  that  poaching  and 
trespass  exist  when  such  unfair  treatment  is  ex- 
perienced. Anglers  in  this  county  are  much  pleased 
with  the  pictures  of  royalty  in  tlie  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  to  learn  that  they  actually  catch  coarse  fish 
occasionally.  Perhaps,  after  .this,  game' fishers  will 
be  a  little  more  tolerant  with  coarse  fishers. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  impossible  up  to  the  time  of  writing  to  form 
any  reliable  opinion  as  to  the  doings  of  our  city 
rods  during  the  holidays,  much  less  to  record  the 
sport  they  met  with.  Perhaps  the  holidays  did 
much  to  spoil  the  attendance  at  Mr.  Boswoll's  lecture 
to  the  Levenshulme  Angling  Society,  although  it 
was  a  subject  in  which  everyone  is  bound  to  have 
an  interest  in.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Ardwick 
Angling  Society  was  an  enjoyable  event  and  was 
well  attended.  The  Ben  Brierley  Angling  Society 
turned  some  exceptionally  fine  fish  into  their  private 
waters  on  Dec.  26,  obtained  through  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Smith  Nightingale.  The  Lower  Broughton 
Angling  Society  had  a  most  successful  meeting  to 
wind  up  the  year,  and  followed  by  a  social.  The 
North  Manchester  Angling  Society  appears  to 
appreciate  services  rendered,  judging  by  a  recent 
presentation  to  Mr.  Walker.  The  Bradford  Total 
Abstinence  Angling  Society  have  arranged  to  have 
a  lecture  from  Councillor  Sutton  on  Jan.  4. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Dull  and  cheerless  weather  prevailed  during  the 
Christmas  holidays,  but  large  numbers  of  anglers 
were  out,  and  on  most  of  the  backwaters  of  the 
Trent  pike  were  taken  with  the  live  bait.  A  brace 
from  Hazleford  Island  weighed  14  Jib.  The 
river  could  scarcely  have  been  running  in  better 
condition  for  fishirg,  though,  owing  to  the  lowness 
of  the  water  for  some  days  previously,  the 
sport  had  been  overdone.  At  .  Shardlow  on 
Boxing  Day  Master  F.  Gamble,  who  was  accom- 
panied by  his  father,  had  a  couple  of  runs  and 
landed  both  fish — his  maiden  effort  of  throwing  a 
live  bait.  Pater  took  one  of  about  tilb.  Weston 
Cliff  pool  and  basin  were  alive  with  enthusiasts 
from  Nottingham  and  Derby,  but  the  majority 
failed  to  stir  a  fish.  Previously,  in  the  pool,  P.C. 
Kemp,  of  the  Nottingham  Police  Force,  secured  a 
brace  of  141b.  odd.  Both  were  hooked  foul,  the 
largest  101b.,  by  the  ventral  fin.  Chub  anglers  have 
been  successful  with  pith  and  brains  at  Hazleford, 
Fiskerton,  and  Kelham,  whilst  greaves  have 
accoimted  for  substantial  baskets  at  Cavendish 
Bridge  and  Shardlow.  Bottom  fishing  has  been 
less  productive  of  sport,  the  fact  being  that  the 
nights  have  been  extremely  cold,  and  as  the  river 
had  fined  down  so  much,  roach,  perch,  and  bream 
required  a  good  deal  of  tempting.  On  Boxing  Day 
Mr.  J.  Bailey,  of  the  Pride  of  Derby  Club,  cree'ed  a 
choice  assortment  of  roach  and  perch  with  the  worm 
on  the  club's  preserves  above  Sawley  Bridge,  and  on 
the  same  day  Mr.  T.  B.  Potter  and  your  correspondent 
secured  eighteen  of  the  same  species  with  the  same 
kind  of  bait.  The  Nottingham  Anglers'  Association 
fished  their  annual  competition  on  their  leased 
waters  near  Sawley,  when  only  five  of  the  thirty- 
five  prizes  offered  were  won.  The  fish  seemed  dead 
off  the  feed,  the  prize  winners  being:  1st,  J. 
Matthews  (who  also  won  the  special);  2nd,  C. 
Swift  ;  3rd,  E.  Tomlinson,  jun.  ;  4th,  H.  C.  Tupper ; 
5th,  J.  Bignall.  One  hundred  members  took 
part,  and  the  winner's  catch — one  fish — weighed 
\i^oz.  1  shot. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  nearly  down  to  their  winter  level, 
and  in  capital  order  for  angling.  Not  many  rods 
have  been  out,  but  some  capital  sport  has  been 
had  among  chub  and  roach,  and  on  Dec.  29  three 
members  of  the  Worcester  Angling  Association, 
fishing  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Teme,  had 
eapital'sport  with  chub,  grayling,  etc.  The  Fountain 
A.  S.  had  a  smoking  concert  and  distribution  of 
prizes  on  Dec.  29.  Air.  Stephen  Smith  was  in  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Armstrong  in  the  vice-chair. 
The  secretary  gave  his  report  and  balance-sheet, 
which  wore  in  every  way  satisfactory.  Votes  of 
thanks  were  accorded  the  chairman,  vice-chairman, 
donors  of  prizes,  and  musical  friends.  The  club 
had  had  three  contests  during  the  season,  and 
•there  were  eight  prizes  competed  for  at  t^aoh,  and 
aU  .of  good  -value  


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Good  sport  was  obtained  by  York  anglers  on 
Boxing  Day.  A  party,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Askwell,  Broadley,  Gothorpe,  and  Gibson,  visited 
the  I'ocklington  Canal,  and  experienced  a  very 
enjoyable  time  in  fishing  for  pike.  Between 
them  they  cauaht  eighteen  fish,  which  included 
several  fine  samples.  In  the  River  Foss,  Mr. 
Fiddle  secured  a  pike  of  41b.  Mr.  Lawson, 
who  was  with  him,  was  also  successful,  though 
returning  a  fish  to  the  water.  Fishing  recently 
in  the  same  stream,  Mr  Morgan  took  a  pike 
of  81b.,  and  another  of  61b.  Sport  has  been  confinetl 
to  the  pike,  roach  fishing  in  the  Ouse  being 
impossible  on  account  of  the  snow  water.  Pros- 
pects brightened  with  the  advent  of  frosty  nights 
and  sunny,  though  cold,  days.  Pike,  chub,  and 
roach  will  be  the  aim  of  the  coarse  fisher  in  the 
present,  month  of  January.  The  best  time  for 
angling  is  the  middle  of  the  day.  The  weather 
should  be  still  and  the  water  clear,  conditions  which 
prevailed  in  the  middle  of  this  week.  In  February, 
perch,  carp,  and  dace  may  also  be  fished  for. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  favourable,  generally 
speaking,  since  last  notes,  and  spawning  has  been 
continued  under  conditions  which  must  be  con- 
sidered satisfactory.  On  the  earlier  waters,  though 
the  opening  day  is  still  a  good  way  off,  the  prospests, 
as  far  as  can  be  judged  at  this  juncture,  are  rather 
brighter  than  usual,  and  everything  considered  a 
good  start  in  all  probability  is  likely  to  be  made, 
should  the  weather  and  water  conditions  be  at  all 
favourable. 


^ofc5  from  if)e  ^oxtf). 

A  FIRM  of  Aberdeen  fish  salesmen  were  mulcted  in 
the  sum  of  £10  lately  at  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court 
for  buying  a  salmon  during  the  close  season  not 
caught  by  rod  and  line. 

They  pleaded  guilty,  and  the  more  the  pity,  as  it 
would  otherwise  then  come  out  how  the  fish  was 
supposed  to  be  caught,  but  by  so  doing  and  paying 
the  fine  everything  else  kept  quiet. 


What  is  £10  to  a  firm  turning  over  close  upon 
£100,000  on  fish  in  a  year  ! 


Only  when  it  becomes  illegal  to  deal  in  salmon 
after  Aug.  26  will  the  door  be  shut  and  the  poacher's 
occupation  gone.  As  long  as  there  is  a  market 
there  will  be  poachers  and  poaching  in  one  form  or 
another,  and  nothing  can  show  the  need  of  a  change 
in  the  law  more  than  this  case. 

Major  D.  F.  Davidson  has  let  tlie  Dess  water  for 
the  spring  months — till  the  end  of  May,  not  April, 
as  is  too  often  the  case  with  some  proprietors,  who 
thus  lop  off  the  very  best  month  for  themselves, 
and  so  the  stranger  is  "  taken  in." 


The  King  has  promised  his  hill  ponies  for  the  use 
of  the  2nd  Scottish  Horse  now  being  raised.  Others 
will  assuredly  follow  on  the  same  lines. 


Six  Dundee  ships  and  one  from  Peterhead  were 
at  the  whale  and  seal  fishing  last  year.  They  fished 
in  Davis  Straits  principally,  and  had  fovjrteen 
black  whales,  seventy-nine  white  whales,  107 
walrus,  3229  seals,  157  bears,  145  tuns  of  oil, 
175cwt.  bone,  ten  musk  oxen,  and  127  fox  skins. 

Special  Scotch. 


NORTH  OF  IRELAND  NOTES. 


During  the  Christmas  holidays  a  number  of 
Belfast  anglers  v'isited  Toome  Canal  for  perch 
fishing.  The  perch,  however,  were  feeding  poorly 
as  a  rule,  and  consequently  the  baskets  were  small. 
The  best  take  I  heard  of  was  a  dozen  fish.  That 
portion  of  the  canal  above  the  locks  is  said  to 
hold  the  best  perch,  and  some  jack.  Some  rods 
were  out  on  Lough  Ballyknockan,  a  jack  of  31b. 
being  the  top  weight.  Moira  Canal  was  patronised 
to  a  smaller  extent  than  usual,  which  was  justified 
by  the  small  return  of  perch  and  bream  taken.  The 
pollen  have  spawned  in  Lough  Neagh,  the  mild 
weather  having  been  conducive  to  the  operation. 
These  peculiar  fish  recuperate  very  quickly,  for  they 
are  usually  in  good  condition  when  the  season  for 
netting  opens  on  Feb.  1.  There  was  less  poaching 
this  season,  the  Fishermen's  Association  having 
done  some  very  useful  work  in  this  direction. 
L^nfortunately,  the  rivers  that  enter  the  lough  are 
sadly  harried,  and  the  waters  in  the  hinterlands 
have  been  denuded  of  their  stock.  Some  more 
Salmon  were  got 'in  the  Moyola' for  the  ivilrea 
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Hatchery.  The  Ulster  Anglers'  Association,  of 
Belfast,  closes  the  year  with  a  membership  of  245. 
There  i.s  some  talk  of  a  movement  for  the  federation 
of  the  anglers'  associations  in  the  North  of  Ireland. 


THE  KEARTON  NATURE 
PHOTOGRAPHS. 


We  understand  that  the  Brothers  Kearton  have 
arranged  to  hold  an  exhibition  of  enlarged  photo- 
graphs of  birds,  beasts,  reptiles,  and  injects  at  the 
Modern  Gallery,  Bond-street,  W.,  from  Jan.  2  to  12, 
inclusive.  The  gallery  will  be  open  from  10  a.m. 
till  9  p.m.,  and  Mr.  R.  Kearton,  F.Z.S.,  will  deliver 
limelight  lectures  to  children  each  afternoon,  and  to 
adults  in  the  evening. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitoc 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THE   CAUSES   OF   LINES  BREAKING. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — With  reference  to  "  Fet- 
tle's "  letter  in  the  Nov.  14  issue,  I  am  in  the  same 
quandary  myself — that  is,  as  to  the  strength  of  line 
and  casts  required.  I  have  been  condemning  mine 
wholesale,  and  think  I  have  been  going  in  for  imne- 
cessarily  heavy  tackle  here.  However,  I  am  quite 
convinced  as  to  the  cause  of  the  tackle  breaking. 
One  cannot  break  ordinary  tackle  with  rod  pressure 
and  a  stationary  line.  What  breaks  the  tackle  is 
the  pace  the  line  is  run  out.  The  friction  on  the  reel 
is  enormous  as  the  pace  increases.  The  weight  of 
the  fish  has  but  little  to  do  with  it,  except  ijidirectly, 
as  the  bigger  the  fish  in  the  same  species  the  faster 
he  goes.  If  it  were  possible  to  start  a  bullet  slowly 
with  a  piece  of  line  tied  to  it  (I  say  slowly  bocau.se 
there  should  be  no  jerk  to  start  it),  the  friction 
through  the  air  alone,  when  the  bullet  was  travelling 
fast,  would  break  the  line.  It  would  be  an  easy 
calculation  to  find  out  how  the  friction  varied  with 
the  pace.  However,  the  practical  difficulty  remains 
the  same.  What  should  a  line  or  east  on  an  oi'dinary 
check-reel  be  able  to  stand  to  hold,  say,  a  lOlb.,  a 
25lb.,  or  a  501b.  salmon,  doing  his  best  down  a  rapid 
stream  ? — Yours  truly,         G.  M.  Hutton, 

Bermuda.  Captain,  R.E. 

P.S. — ^The  truer  running  the  reel  the  less  the 
friction  when  running  fast.  Here  is  the  advantage 
of  the  best  reel.  Many  a  fish  is  lost  with  a  cheap 
reel,  not  so  much  through  the  reel  jamming,  but 
when  things  are  "  humming  "  unless  the  reel  runs 
perfectly  true,  enormous  friction  is  set  vip.  I  often 
wonder  why  ball-bearing  reels,  such  as  Hardy's 
"  Perfect,"  are  not  more  made.  On  another  subject  I 
have  to  thank  you  for  recommendations  as  to  tackle 
and  hooks  here.  Vom  Hope,  of  New  York,  is  good  ; 
he  appears  to  be  the  local  Hardy,  but  does  not 
stick  on  the  price  so  much.  Gregg's  book  on  fishing 
in  Florida  is  an  excellent  one,  and  no  one  tarpon 
fishing  there  should  be  without  it.  Do  you  know 
any  book  published  from  an  angler's  point  of  view 
on  the  fishes  of  the  West  Indies  in  general,  and 
J  amaica  and  St.  Lucia  in  particular  ? 

[I  am  afraid  no  such  book  exists,  but  I  will  make 
incjuiries.  What  Captain  Hutton  says  as  to  friction 
causing  breaks  is  doubtless  quite  true,  and  that 
cheap  reels  are  dear  at  any  price  when  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  angling  for  big  game  fish.  A  good  many 
years  ago  I  bought  a  second-hand  salmon-reei, 
because  it  was  large  and  light  and  appeared  well 
made.  After  playing  a  few  lively  salmon  on  it  one 
day  it  began  to  "  jib,"  and  finally  refu.sed  to  move, 
except  when  forced  round  with  the  hand.  On 
examining  it  next  day  I  foimd  the  inside  of  the 
reel  covered  with  "  iron  filings  "  ;  the  wretched 
cog-wheels  could  not  stand  the  friction  when  a 
salmon  rushed  off.  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  said  it 
was  jjoor  metal,  and  put  in  some  good  steel  cog- 
wheels.— Ed.] 

ONE  FLY  AND  ONE  DRESSING  OF  IT. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  "  W.  S.,"  asks 
Mr.  Tod  two  questions,  and  I  have  much  pleasure 
in  replying  :— (1)  "  W.  S."  asks  if  the  hackle  should 
be  a  cock's  or  a  hen's.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that 
Canon  Greenwell  (who  kindly  gave  nie  the  dressing 
of  the  fly  himself)  ever  gave  the  question  much  con- 
sideration, the  main  difficulty  being  to  get  well 
marked  and  coloured  Coch-y'-Bondhu  hackles  of 
suitable  sizes.  I  have  always  preferred  soft  hen  to 
hard,  wiry  cock  hackles  for  upstream  fishing, 
because  the  soft  feathers  are  so  full  of  play — I  had 
all  but  said,  of  life — as  they  sail  down  towards  you  ; 
whilst  cock  hackles  remain  rigid  and  give  no  idea  of 
life  whatever.  Surely  the  legs  of  a  fly  should  seem 
to  live  and  move.  (2)  He  cannot  do  better  thnn 
take  Canon  Greenwell's  own  words  : — "  The  wing  i.^ 


tied  in  a  bunch  and  split  " — that  is,  it  is  divided 
by  the  thread  into  two  wings.  The  wings  of  a  trout- 
fly  shoidd  never  be  longer  than  the  hook  itself.  Over 
long  and  over  bulky  wings  are  ridiculous— bad  in 
every  way.— Yours  truly,  E.  M.  TOD. 

LANTERN  SLIDES  OF  SALMON,  GRILSE,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  writing  a  lecture  on  "  The 
Salmon  "  for  the  Aberdeen  Natural  History  Society, 
and  am  anxious  to  illustrate  it  with  magic  lantern 
slides.  Can  you  put  me  in  comnuinication  with 
anyone  who  has  suitable  pictures  of  parr,  smolt, 
grilse,  and  collateral  topics — slides  which  he  would 
be  willing  to  hire  or  sell  '!  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  can 
help  mo.— Yours  truly,  A.  Mackie. 

Ashprington,  17,  King's  Gate,  Aberdeen. 

[I  wish  I  could  help  Mr.  Mackie,  but  I  know  of  no 
such  lantern  slides. — Ed.] 

SEA  FISHING  AT  ADEN  AND  BERMUDA— A 
SPECIALIST  IN  WIRE  TRACES. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— In  the  last  number  of 
Badminton  Magazine,  in  an  article  on  sea  fishing  at 
Aden,  a  man  in  Glasgow  was  mentioned  as  a 
specialist  in  the  supply  of  wire  traces  and  leaders. 
My  copy  has  been  blown  away,  and  I  am  at  a  loss 
for  the  addre.ss.  No  doubt  some  of  your  readers 
know  it. — Yours  truly, 

Bermuda.  G.  M.  Hutton,  Capt.,  R.E. 

\l  see  that  Mr.  A.  Willcock,  R.I.M.,  in  a  very 
mterestingand  useful  article,  entitled,  "  Sea  Fishing 
Round  Aden,"  says  you  want  specially  strong 
tackle  for  the  heavy,  strong  fish  there,  including 
tuna  Mr.  Willcock  says  :— "  In  concluding  this 
article  a  few  remarks  about  gear  will  perhaps  be  of 
assistance  to  those  who  may  be  thinking  ol  fitting 
themselves  out  with  tackle  for  Eastern  sea  fishing. 
For  all-round  salt-water  fishing  Hardy  of  Alnwick's 
sea  rod  is  exceedingly  hard  to  beat.  It  stands  an 
enormous  strain  and  springs  out  perfectly  straight. 
The  reel  sliotild  bo  suflficiently  large  to  take  150yds 
to  200yds.  of  line.  It  should  l>o  fitted  with  a  steel 
check  strong  enough  to  prevent  overrunning.  A 
brass  check  vanishes  into  dust  with  the  first  strong 
run.  A  reel  to  beware  of  is  one  in  which  strength  is 
•sacrificed  to  lightness,  for  with  a  full  reel  and  winding 
in  a  heavy  fish  the  sides  of  the  drum  are  forced  out- 
wards against  the  plates  and  a  dead  stop  results. 
A  good  plan  to  put  extra  pressure  on  is  to  have  a 
strip  of  leather  with  a  flap  sewn  on  the  butt  of  the 
c  ^  folding  the  flap  over  the  line  you  can  hold 
any  fish.  Wire  for  traces  is  absolutely  necessary, 
as  gimp  IS  easily  sawn  through  by  the  fish.  The 
best  I  know  of  is  sold  by  W.  Robertson,  of  5,  Both- 
well-street,  Glasgow.  It  is  very  light,  strong,  and 
cheap,  and  can  be  bought  in  three  sizes.  It  is 
especially  useful  when  fishing  in  clear  water  with  a 
live  bait,  and  the  best  way  of  attaching  it  to  the 
hook  and  swivel  is  by  means  of  a  fisherman's  bend, 
for  it  allows  the  hook  perfect  freedom.  As  regards 
hooks,  Messrs.  Luscombe's,  of  Allahabad,  drilled 
eye  Rohu  hooks,  are  the  best  I  know.  They  are 
exceptionally  strong,  and  having  no  length  of 
shank  are  easily  concealed  by  the  bait.  In  making 
up  a  trolling  trace  for  rock  fish  they  should  be  used 
cis  hp  hooks.  For  trolling  a  strand  of  seizing  wire 
IS  requisite,  as  it  stands  the  sudden  jerk  better  than 
laid-up  wire.  With  crocodile  spinners  for  dead 
bait,  spoons  2^in.  to  3in.  in  length,  a  variety  of 
treble  hooks,  swivels,  and  a  pair  of  wire  pliers,  you 
are  prepared  to  go  in  for  any  sort  of  sea  fishing." 
This  will  be  useful  to  others  besides  Captain  Hutton. 
— Ed.] 


ADAPTATION  OF  THE  ROACH  POLE. 
Dear  Sir,— Over  forty  years  ago  I  had  a  roach 
pole  With  winch  fittings  placed  on  the  two  bottom 
joints  ;  so  Mr.  J.  H.  R.  Bazley's  idea  described  in 
your  last  number  of  shifting  one's  reel  is  by  no 
means  a  new  idea.  I  discarded  it  many  years  ago 
for  a  Sowerbutt  and  tight  line,  finding  the 'Lea  style 
much  neater,  quicker,  and  gix  iiig  one  far  more  sport 
when  placing  good  fish.  When  I  find  it  necessary 
to  use  a  runmng  line,  say  for  chub,  barbel,  etc.,  I 
use  my  Nottingham  rod  reel  and  line,  which  T 
tliink  is  far  more  artistic.  Every  angler  knows  the 
perfection  to  which  the  Nottingham  style  has  been 
brought  by  William  Bailey  and  other  experts. 
Having  advanced,  do  not  let  us  go  back  to  old- 
fashioned  notions  or  fads. — Yours  truly,      F.  M. 

ADAPTATION  OF  THE  ROACH  POLE. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Bazley,  in 
his  last  article  remarks  that  our  Lea  rod  and  tight 
line  may  be  all  right  for  a  few  localities  ;  but  his 
supposed  new  idea  can  be  used  anywhere  —  of 
course  it  can  for  those  who  like  it. 

Would  it  surprise  "  J.  H.  R.  B."  that  the  writer 
has  bank  fished  from  over  forty  different  stations  on 
the  Thames  hundreds  of  swim.?,  also  he  has  fished 
more  than  twelve  other  rivers  in  England,  and  has 


always  been  able  to  use  his  Lea  rod  with  success 
without  the  addition  of  rings,  running  line,  etc. 

Messrs.  Carter,  many  years  ago,  made  me  a  rod 
for  dibbing,  but  I  only  used  it  for  chub,  never  for 
reaching.  May  I  ask  if  "  J.  H.  R.  B."  has  ever 
seen  a  London  roacher  at  work  ? — Yours  truly. 

Over  Sixty  Years  an  Angler. 

  I 

PIKE  SPINNING  FLIGHTS. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell's  letter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  26,  in  which  he 
advocates  a  spinning  flight  for  pike  fishing,  used 
with  one  triangle,  the  gimp  being  passed  in  at  the 
vent  and  out  through  the  bait's  mouth,  interested 
me  much  for  this  reason.  Quite  thirty  years  ago 
the  late  well-known  angler,  Mr.  Ogden,  sen.,  o. 
Cheltenham,  recommended  me  to  use  this  style  of 
flight,  telling  me  ho  had  never  for  many  years  used 
any  other.  His  style  of  using  it  was  to  have  the 
single  triangle  large  and  very  sfjuare  in  the  bend.| 
When  this  was  threaded  in  position  he  passed  a  pipe- 
lead  down  the  gimp  into  the  bait's  mouth,  which 
lead  was  pushed  clean  down  into  the  gullet  as  far 
as  it  would  go,  and  a  lip  hook  being  then  threaded 
on  the  gimp,  was  passed  through  the  two  lips  of  the 
bait  to  keep  the  lead  from  slipping  out,  and  to 
prevent  the  mouth  of  the  bait  tearing  during  the 
cast.  I  used  this  form  of  flight  for  many  years,  and 
found  it  most  effective.  The  spin  was  very  natural, 
the  nuisance  of  catching  weed  was  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  and  I  seldom  lost  a  fish,  especially  if  I 
was  able  to  pause  a  moment  after  a  fish  had  taken 
the  bait  before  giving  the  strike  which  fixed  the 
triangle  in  his  gullet.  I  fuily  endorse  Mr.  Pennell's 
remark  that  the  fewer  hook-points  you  can  do  with 
the  better. — Yours  truly,        B.  C.  Littlewood. 

Warfield  Vicarage,  Bracknell. 

STORR'S  FLIGHT  FOR  PIKE  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  perused  with  considerable 
interest  the  correspondence  relating  to  the  "  Pennell" 
trace  and  single  triangle  flight  in  the  recent  issues  of 
your  valuable  journal,  the  more  so  as  anglers  seem 
to  have  at  last  woke  up  to  the  fact  that  this  flight, 
which  was  invented  some  fifty  years  ago  either  by 
the  late  Mr.  Frank  Storr  or  my  late  father,  Mr. 
Thomas  Howse,  is  without  doubt  the  best  for  pike 
fishing.    It  was  first  used  for  spinning  at  the  Stoke 


Newington  Reservoirs,  and  was  sold  by  Alfred  and 
Carter  respectively  as  the  "Howse"  or  "Storr" 
flight.  My  late  father  used  it  at  first  with  a  large 
single  triangle  only  ;  a  small  triangle  was  added 
afterwards  partly  to  keep  the  large  hook  from 
tearing  the  \'ent  of  the  bait  and  partly  to  give  a 
better  spin  to  the  bait.  I  enclose  a  sample  as  I 
now  use  it  made  by  Messrs.  Allcock,  and  I  incline  to 
think  the  large  triangle  I  use  is  better  than  the 
smaller  one  adopted  by  Mr.  Pennell.  I  have  fished 
for  pike  with  this  pattern  of  flight  for  nearly  forty 
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yeass  and  have  never  used  any  other,  and  I  can 
confidently  say  I  have  killed  hundreds  of  pike  with 
it  and  also  some  large  perch.  My  late  father  intro- 
duced this  flight  at  Slapton  Ley,  and  he  used  to 
have  a  splendid  oil  painting  by  Rolfe  of  three  large 
pike  killed  by  him  with  these  hooks  in  the  Ley,  and 
painted  I  think  in  the  year  1858.  This  picture  was 
sold  after  my  father's  death,  and  was,  I  think, 
purchased  by  that  well-known  angler  Mr.  Richard 
HobljTi  or  one  of  his  brothei-s. 

One  of  the  principal  benefits  of  this  flight  is  that 
the  same  bait  can  often  be  used  for  several  fish, 
have  frequently  caught  three  fish  with  the  same 
bait,  and  this  is  a  consideration  when  baits  are 
scarce.  It  works  equally  well  with  either  dace, 
roach,  gudgeon,  or  perch ;  with  the  latter  bait  I 
have  killed  many  pike  in  the  Stoke  Newington 
Reservoirs. — Yours  truly,  Fbancis  Hovvse. 

West  Springfield, 

4,  Clapton  Common,  N.E. 
Dec.  28,  1903. 

[Mr.  Howse  is  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  celebrated 
Amwell  Magna  water  on  the  Lea.  I  am  glad  to 
have  from  him  this  account  of  the  Storr's  flight  or 
Howse  flight,  and  also  to  hear  that  thanks  to  the 
floorls  the  river  Lea  is  in  better  condition  than  it 
has  been  for  years.  If  only  the  sewage  can  be  kept 
out  the  river  may  recover  much  of  its  former 
glory. — Ed.] 


PIKE  SPINNING  TACKLE,  ETC. 
Dear  Sir, — As  I  read  Mr.  Pennell's  letter  in  last 
week's  Fishing  Gazette,  1  began  to  think  tlie  kinking 
remarks  hid  a  great  resemblance  to  mine  of  the 
week  before.     Had  I  written 
then  all  that  I  intended  the 
coincidence  would   have  been 
all  the  more  remarkable. 

Six  years  ago  I  began  spin- 
ning for  pike  from  the  informa- 
tion   given    in  Bickerdyke's 
"Angling  for  Pike."     I  Very 
quickly  learned  to  make  a  cast 
of  over  forty  yards  from  Coxon's 
reel,  but  the  number  of  flights, 
traces,  and  spinners  I  lost  on 
the  bottom  of  the  Severn  was 
something    appalling  —  some- 
times half  a  dozen  a  day.  My 
purse   being    very    limited,  I 
began  to  tliink  of  giving  up 
spinning  altogether,  but  fortu- 
nately 1  had  been  using  the  two 
triangle   tackle    with  natural 
baits   with  very  fair  success, 
and  often  noticed  that  mostly 
all  fish  taken  were  hooked  the 
best  on  the  top  hooks.    I  de- 
cided to  use  a  single  triangle 
only,  and  shall  certainly  stick 
to  it  now.    My  hook  I  tie  to 
about  three  and  a  half  inches 
of  gimp;  the  trace  is  double 
twisted  gut  nextthe  lead  (which, 
as  I  mentioned  before,  has  three 
swivels)  and  a  few  inches  of 
stout  single  gut  at  tlie  end  witli 
a  small    swivel    attached  to 
fasten  to  the  gimp,  the  idea 
being  that  when  the  bait  fouls 
the  bottom  and  you  have  to 
smash  only  the  hook  and  three 
or  four  inches  of  gimp  are  lost ; 
this  I  may  say  has  certainly 
saved  me  dozens  of  leads  and 
traces.     I  also  use  the  gimp  so 
short  to  have  the  tackle  finer 
as  the  gimp  is  hidden  in  the 
bait.    I  have  had  several  good 
trout  on  the  same  tackle,  wliich 
in  my  opinion  is  superior  to 
any  .spinning  flights  bar  none. 
I  enclose  you  a  hook  and  gimp 

■  IS  1       ''^"^  exactly 

L  i    a  i  t'-e  same  size  and  similar  to  Mr. 

r,  f«  T  Pennell's. 

&  Wwi  I  -Pe""«'H  "a-ys  hisllSlb. 

V  Jl  IV.  /  ^^^^  ^^'^  eight  inches  of  gimp 
V»_^^\f  below  the  nose.     I  have  never 

had  a  fish  take  more  than  the 
amount  on  my  hooks,  but  then,  unlike  Mr.  Pennell 
8lb"fifh  ^^^^^^  ^^'^  ''"■^'e^'  very  rarely  taking  an 
Re  the  kinking,  I  have  iLsed  very  expensive 
dressed  lines,  which  are  mostly  a  round  plait ;  but 
now  only  use  a  Thcaker  or  Barnes  line,  about  4h  6d 
the  one  hundred  yards.  Those  are  rather  square 
and  flat  and  u.sed  with  a  swivel  above  the  lead 
^othing  IS  more  easy  than  to  keep  the  line  firm 
between  finger  and  thumb  when  winding  in  after 

I  kinking  has  begun,  and  as  it  cannot  revolve  why 

j  theri  of  course  it  must  untwist.— Yours  truly 
Kidderminster.  H.  Ebury. 


PIKE  SPINNING  TACKLE. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  seen  some  correspondence 
lately  re  spinning  and  spinning  tackle  in  the  Fi.ihimj 
Gazette,  I  thought  I  would  send  you  tlio  spinning 
tackle  used  on  the  Dee  at  present  and  the  method 
of  baiting  same.  I  have  not  noticed  any  moiition 
of  this  tackle  in  your  paper  or  the  method  of  tying 
the  bait  over  once  or  twice  with  fine  wire  to  udd  to 
its  durability.  To  bait  with  gudgeon  or  minnow, 
hold  bait  in  left  hand  and  needle  in  right,  and  push 
needle  head  first  down  tlie  throat  of  bait,  bringing 
it  out  at  the  vent.  Slip  the  loop  of  the  flight 
into  the  eye  of  baiting-needle  and  draw  it  out  at  the 
mouth  again.  Slip  the  load  down  tlie  needle  and 
work  it  into  the  gullet  and  stomach  so  as  not  to 
tear  the  bait  or  burst  it.  Remove  needle  from 
loop  and  tie  the  bait  with  fine  wire  over  the  lead 
and  between  the  fins,  which  should  be  left  standing 


of  floods  lasting  for  month.s  on  end,  will  not  sudi  be 
the  means  of  destroying  a  great  percentage  of  larvte 
and  aquatic  insects  ?  As  I  have  not  seen  this 
subject  mentioned  in  any  angling  work,  I  would  be 
very  pleased  to  have  any  information. — Yours  truly, 

SCOTTIK. 

f'Scottie's"  query  is  not  an  easy  one  to  answer, 
but  in  a  general  way  it  is  pretty  certain  that  floods  do 
not  destroy  the  eggs  and  larva;  of  water  flies,  etc. 
But  months  of  floods  must  sweep  away  much  fish 
food.  I  doubt  if  there  is  any  recorded  evidence  one 
way  or  tho  other. — Ed.] 

A  FINE  THAMES  BREAM. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you 
could  inform  me  through  the  columns  of  the  Fiahinrj 
Gazette  the  weiglit  of  the  largest  bream  caught  in 


out  from  the  bait  to  add  to  its  attractiveness 
Loop  the  whole  on  to  the  cast  or  trace,  which  i 
generally  fitted  with  an  Archer  lead  heavy  enough 
to  suit  the  stream  or  pool  being  fished.  The  trace 
is  generally  about  the  length  of  one  enclosed  and 
usually  contains  three  swivels,  though  more  are 
desirable.  I  generally  fix  a  double  swivel  between 
the  line  and  trace  when  spinning. — Yours  truly, 

Blackbeetle. 


PIKE  RODS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  with  "  W.  B.  S.,"  as  doubtless 
are  many  who  fish  for  other  than  the  pot  or  mere 
slaughter.  My  favourite  pike  rod  is  a  greenlieart 
fly  rod,  one-handed,  originally  10ft.,  but  modified 
by  the  substitution  of  a  short,  stout  top  only  6in., 
with  steel  rine,  for  the  one  supplied  with  it.  It  is  a 
positive  luxury  to  cast  with,  and  I  use  nearly  the 
finest  of  lines — Lindum  No.  2. 

At  the  moment  I  call  to  mind  a  vivid  picture  of  a 
royal  twenty  minutes  last  August  twelve  months 
with  a  vigorous  and  determined  9-pounder,  who 
took  a  small  gudgeon  on  single-gut  hook.  Five 
times  was  this  plucky  fish- of  whom  I  always  think 
with  respect  and  regi-et  (we  ate  him  for  supper 
eventually) — reeled  up  a  yard  or  two  from  the  net. 
and  each  time  turned  and  made  again  for  his  lair  in 
the  weeds,  40yds.  across  open  water,  with  a  rush 
wortliy  of  a  salmon.  Once  he  had  almost  gained 
his  den,  and  for  a  breathless  moment  the  rod  was 
bent  and  line  strained  to  the  uttermost  of  their 
endurance.  But  he  failed  at  this  crisis,  gave  back, 
and  was  grassed  two  minutes  later. — Yours  truly, 

J.  c.  w: ' 

FISH  HAVE  THEIR  FASHIONS  IN  FLIES. 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  Oliver  Procter  asks.  Is  it  a 
common  experience  for  a  fly  to  become  unpopular 
with  the  fish  ?— doing  well  one  year  and  nothing 
another  ?  Most  certainly  yes.  Even  the  Stone  Fly, 
either  natural  or  artificial,  is  refused  some  years  for 
some,  to  me,  entirely  unexplained  cause,  and  then 
the  following  year  in  the  same  river  it  is  taken 
again  with  avidity.  Several  old  dalesmen  have 
remarked  the  same  thing  to  me  frequently. 

Esau  !  The  single  hair  seems  to  be  a  perennial 
question.  I  have  tried  both  gut  and  hair,  and  in 
clear  water,  particularly  on  a  bright  day,  much 
prefer  hair.  For  fish  up  to  a  pound  it  is  satisfactory. 
In  clear  water  it  has  three  advantages  :  it  floats 
better,  does  not  glitter,  lies  straighter  and  does  not 
1*^2:^  i""  '■^^'^'ly  fine  gut-  The  only  bother  is  the 
ditticulty  of  getting  really  good  stuff.  But  in 
Clapham  Beck,  if  my  memory  serves,  Mr.  Procter 
speaks  of  using  gut.  Wliy  this  thusness  if  he  is  so 
fond  of  hair  ?  I  always  thought  that  an  ideal  place 
for  hair.  What  Mr.  Marstcm  means  by  holidays 
being  too  short  for  liair  I  do  not  know.  To  catcli 
fasli  m  a  short  holiday  in  bright  weather  use  hair  in 
a  clear  stream.  Of  course  I  do  not  refer  to  dragging 
whales  through  tho  gulf  weed  nor  three-pounders 
through  beds  of  anacharis  ! — Yours  truly 

St.  Helens.  ClIrence. 

EFFECT  OF  FLOODS  ON  TROUT  FOOD. 
De.\r  Sir,— I  should  be  greatly  obliged  to  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  if  you  could  inform  me  whether 
floods  have  a  tendency  to  decrease  the  natural 
supply  ot  trout  food.  The  continual  .scourings  our 
nvers— at  least  in  the  west  of  Scotland— have  had 
during  the  last  three  months  will,  I  fancy,  to  some 
extent  affect  sport  in  the  coming  season.  I  should 
i-.i?  i^f'  rousing  floods  would  make 

little  difference,  but  when  it  comes  to  a  succession 


the  Thames  of  late  years  round  about  Twickenham 
or  Teddington. 

On  Dec.  21,  while  fishing  from  a  punt  (with  G. 
Coxen,  fisherman),  I  caught  a  bream  weighing  over 
G^lb.,  wliich,  I  think,  is  nearly  a  record  for  Twicken- 
ham. The  fish  was  in  splendid  condition,  and  I 
think  the  size  worthy  of  mention.  Thanking  you 
for  any  information, — Yours  truly, 

Thomas  F.  Hill. 

P.S. — The  fish  was  weighed  by  Mr.  Brown,  at 
the  Swan  Hotel,  Twickenham. 

[I  do  not  remember  recording  the  capture  of  any 
Thames  bream  so  large  as  this.  In  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk  larger  fish  are  caught  occasionally. — Ed.] 

"  WIMPLIN'." 
Dear  Sir, — It  appears  to  me  that  in  associating 
this  word  with  the  private  still  or  the  manufacture 
of  potheen  we  may  put  it  down  to  poetical  license 
and  nothing  more.  Literally  the  word  means 
"meandering"  (or  winding),  and  is  occasionally  met 
with  up  in  the  North  Countree  in  connection  with 
a  beck  or  burn  when  the  water  is  low.  Perliaps  the 
best  illustration  of  its  use  occurs  in  John  Colqu- 
houn's  old  book,  "  The  Moor  and  the  Loch,"  and 
will  be  found  therein  under  the  heading  of  the 
"  Spirit  of  Glencroe  "  :  — 

The  heather-bell  was  blooming  fair. 
And  gaily  waved  the  yellow  broom. 

And  many  a  wild-flow'r"  bright  and  rare 
Lent  to  the  breeze  its  choice  perfume. 

Above  me  frown'd  the  jutting  rock,  P'-^ 

The  wimpling  burn  beside  me  play'd  ; 
Around  me  stared  the  mountain  flock. 

And  ask'd,  "  Who  dared  their  rights  invade," 
—Yours  truly,  t.  S,  Hunt. 

EYED  F.  GUT-TIED  FLIES. 
Dear  Sir, — Perhaps  you  will  remember  the  dis- 
cussion which  took  place  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
about  this  time  last  year  on  the  above  subject. 
Well,  the  discussion  originated  through  my  en- 
quiring if  the  eyed  hooks  would  be  suitable  for  loch 
and  river  wet-fly  fisliing,  and  if  they  would  fish  as 
well  as  the  ordmary  gut-tied  ones.  The  answer  to 
the  query  was  with  one  exception  all  in  favour  of 
the  eyed  hook.  The  one  exception  referred  to  was 
your  correspondent  Mr.  "  Val  Conson,"  whose  theory 
was  {vide  liis  letter  of  Nov.  8,  1902)  that  in  river 
fishing  the  smaller  sizes  of  eyed  hooks,  being  thicker 
m  the  wire  than  the  "  bHnd  "  (that  is,  non-eyed) 
ones,  fell  clumsily  on  the  water,  and  had  a  tendency 
to  scare  the  fish.  I  refer  of  course  to  wet-flv 
nshing. 

The  result  of  the  discussion  was  that  I  deter- 
mmed  to  give  the  eyed  system  a  thorough  trial  in 
the  coming  season  both  on  loch  and  river.  Forth- 
with I  invested  in  some  eved  river  flies,  and 
thoroughly  mastered  the  best  method  of  attaching 
them  to  gut.  The  kind  of  hook  I  invariably  use  i% 
Mr.  Pennell's  new  pattern  upturn  shank,"  down- 
turn eye,  either  Linierick  or  sneck— the  latter  for 
choice,  as  it  looks,  I  think,  more  artistic.  The  knot 
I  always  use  with  this  hook  is  the  one  described  by 
Mr.  Pennell  in  his  book  on  "  Salmon  and  Trout 
Anghng  "  (Badminton  series).  It  is  called  the  half- 
hitch  jam  knot,  and,  combined  with  the  upturned 
shank  of  the  hook,  it  gives  a  perfectly  straight  pull 
Moreover,  when  properly  tied  it  arranges  itself  auto- 
matically and  perfectly  round  the  neck  of  the  eve 
which  it  grips  like  grim  death.  The  beauty  of  the 
knot  is  its  simplicity,  as  it  can  be  tied  even  quicker 
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thdrt  tile  ordinary  jam  knot.  I  give  an  illustration 
of  it,  which  I  hope  will  be  more  intelligible  than 
Verbal  instructions  would  possibly  prove  to  be. 
The  groat  tiling  to  bear  in  mind  is  to  have  the  loop 
well  over  and  behind  the  eye  before  drawing  taut. 
Anotlier,  although  perhaps  minor,  advantage  is 
that  when  the  knot  is  tied,  the  spare  end  does  not 
stand  out  at  right  angles  to  the  shank,  as  is  the  case 
with  the  jam  knot,  ijut  is  mixed  with  the  liackles 
and  is  out  of  siglit.  Indeed,  I  have  often,  when  in  a 
hurry  to  get  a  new  fly  on,  dispensed  with  cutting  off 
the  spare  end  altogether.  One  important  point 
should  be  kept  in  view  when  tying  tiiis  knot,  and 
that  is  tiiat  the  gut  should  fairly  fill  the  eye  of  the 
hook.  This  adjusts  itself  naturally  enough,  as  tlie 
small  eyes  in  river  flies  are  suited  for  the  finest  gut, 
while  t?ie  larger  eyes  adapt  themselves  more 
readily  to  gut  used  for  loch  fishing,  etc. 

I  hope  you  will  forgive  me,  Mr.  Editor,  for 
wandering  from  tlie  main  object  of  my  letter, 
which  was  to  tell  you  that  after  a  four-weeks' 
holiday  spent  in  loch  fishing  in  Inverness-shire  I  am 
a  complete  convert  to  the  eyed-hook  system,  and 
am  gradually  discarding  my  stock  of  gut-tied  flies. 
I  found  that  I  hooked  and  killed  my  fish  every  whit 

as  well  with  them  as  with  the  blind  ones,  besides 
which  I  claim  that  they  have  the  following  im- 
portant advantages  over  their  rivals,  namely  : — (1) 
Increased  length  of  life.  The  moment  a  blind  iiook 
gets  necked  or  frayed  from  any  cause  it  is  done  for, 
wliile  all  that  requires  to  be  done  to  the  eyed  fly  is 
to  retie  it  or  fasten  on  a  fresh  strand  of  gut.  Some 
of  the  flies  I  used  last  summer  were  on  my  cast 
nearly  a  week,  catching  tlieir  quota  of  fish  every 
day,  and  having  to  be  discarded  only  through  the 
hackle,  wings,  etc.,  coming  off.  (2)  The  eyed  fly  can 
he  tied  to  any  tliickness  of  cast  which  is  most  suited 
to  tlie  weather  conditions,  but  the  gut-tied  one  must 
bo  (or  should  certainly  be)  affixed  to  a  cast  of  the 
same  thickness  as  its  own  strand  of  gut.  Thus,  .an 
angler  fishing  a  loch  on  a  Ijright  sunny  day  with 
little  wind  might  find  that  the  fly  most  suited  to  the 
conditions  was  (although  of  the  proper  size)  useless, 
owing  to  its  being  tied  on  too  thick  gut.  (3)  The 
eyed  hook  is  far  less  liable  to  be  cracked  off  when 
casting  than  the  blind  one.  1  never  lost  an  eyed  fiy 
in  this  manner  last  season,  but  my  companion  in  tlie 
boat  was  continually  cracking  off  his  blind  flies,  not 
so  much  because  of  his  bad  casting,  but  because  the 
flies  he  was  using  had  been  in  liis  tackle  book  for 
motiths,  sometimes  years  ;  the  gut  in  many  cases 
was  practically  rotten,  and  a  variation  in  tlie 
strength  of  the  wind  was  often  heralded  by  that 
ominous  sound  which  meant  the  loss  of  another 
good  fly,  wliich,  if  it  had  been  an  eyed  one,  miglit  in 
the  future  have  accounted  for  many  a  lusty  trout. 
(4)  The  small  space  taken  up  in  the  tackle-book  by 
tlie  eyed  files  compared  with  the  blinds,  and  the 
ease  with  which  the  former  can  be  taken  out  of  the 
book  or  case  and  quickly  attached  to  the  leader  or 
dropper.  There  is  no  unwinding  a  coll  of  half-a- 
dozen  fhes  or  so  tied  on  long  gut  lengths,  with  the 
chance  of  creating  some  new  kind  of  Chinese  puzzle 
If  a  strong  wind  Is  blowing. 

The  advantages  above  set  forth  are  not  merely 
theoretical,  but  perfectly  useful  and  practicable, 
and  to  any  "  blind  '  and  conservative  adherent  to  the 
old  style  who  has  not  made  a  practical  trial  of  the 
subject  I  would  remind  him  of  the  old  Scotch 
proverb,  "  The  proof  of  the  puddln'  Is  the  preeln' 
o't."  Perhaps  the  best  proof  of  the  growing  popu- 
larity of  the  eyed  hooks  is  the  Increased  demand 
for  them  at  all  the  tackle  shops,  and  this,  be  It 
remembered,  for  wet  and  not  dry-fly  fishing,  which 
I  am  sorry  to  say  is  almost  an  unknown  art  north  of 
the  Tweed. 

To  be  perfectly  fair  to  your  correspondent  "  Val 
Conson,"  I  should  say  that  my  trial  has  been  largely 
confined  to  loch  fishing.  What  little  river  fishing  I 
did  do  last  season  certainly  gave  no  justification  to 
his  theory  of  the  heavy  wires  of  the  eyed  hooks 
scaring  the  trout.  I  rose  quite  as  many  fish  as 
usual,  and  I  may  mention  that  the  first  time  I  tried 
eyed  flies  (on  the  river  Leader,  near  Lauder,  Ber- 
wickshire) I  killed  a  nice  fish  of  lib.  on  Greenwell's 
Glory,  and  that,  too,  in  clear,  low  water.  Tf  Mr. 
Oonson's  theory  is  correct,  why  do  not  all  the  best 
dry-fiy  men  at  once  discard  the  eyed  fly  and  adopt 
the  blind  one,  because,  as  he  says,  the  moment  a  fly 
alights  Is  the  deadliest  of  all,  and  anything  In  the 
nature  of  a  splash  would  be  fatal.  Say  tiiat  a  No.  I 
eyed  March  Jirown,  fished  dry,  was  cast  over  and 
accepted  by  a  rising  fish,  does  Mr.  Conson  aver  that 
the  same  fly — perhaps  slightly  altered  as  to  dressing 
— if  flshed  wet,  would  have  the  effect  of  scaring  Mr. 
Trout  V    I  do  not  see  that  the  force  witli  which  the 


wet-fished  fly  strikes  the  water  can  be  greater  tlian 
that  of  the  dry-fished  fly. 

I  hope  you  will  excuse  the  length  of  this  letter, 
but  I  am  a  bit  of  an  enthusiast  over  this  hobby  of 
mine.  I  would  be  very  pleased  to  answer  any 
queries  from  a  brother  angler  who  is  thinking  of 
adopting  the  eyed  flies  for  wet-fly  fishing. — Yours 
truly.  New  Subscriber. 

Craighall  Gardens,  Lelth. 

[Very  glad  to  find  that  a  wet-fly  angler  Is  con- 
verted to  the  use  of  eyed  hooks  for  wet-fly  fishing. 
It  Is  delightful  to  find  how  he  has  discovered  all  the 
virtues  of  the  eyed  hook,  which  some  of  us  have 
been  preaching  these  last  twenty  years.  "  Val 
Conson  "  is  a  dry-fly  man  who  fishes  the  wet-fly 
when  he  thinks  It  answers,  as  some  of  the  rest  of  us 
do.— Ed.] 

A  PATENT  DETACHABLE  ROD  RING 
OR  GUIDE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  enclosed  'drawing  represents  an 
Improved  line  guide  for  a  fishing-rod,  consisting  of 
a  helically  formed  open  ring  and  keeper,  the  latter 
being  permanently  attached  to  the  rod  by  means  of 
whipping,  or  held  by  metal  bands  corresponding 
with  the  taper  of  the  rod.  The  rings  are  made  with 
a  bent  shank  forming  a  spring,  the  end  of  which 
engages  In  a  slot  In  the  keeper,  holding  It  securely 
in  place.  The  tip  ferrule  is  provided  with  a  slot  at 
each  side,  so  that  when  double  guides  are  used  the 
tip  ring  may  be  reversed  to  correspond  to  the  side 
of  the  rod  occupied  by  the  line.  The  advantage 
claimed  for  this  guide  over  others  is  tiie  means  of 
attaching  line  to  rod  quickly  or  disconnecting  It, 
regardless  of  hooks,  floats,  sinkers,  or  anything  that 
may  be  attached  to  the  end  of  It,  without  damage  to 
lines  of  the  finest  grade.  There  is  no  necessity  to 
remove  tackle  from  line  and  reel,  except  when 
change  is  require.!  for  different  conditions  of  fishlne, 
as  the  gut  leader  carrying  hook>:,  etc.,  may  be 
wound  around  the  body  or  shank  of  reel  or  on  the 
ordinary  winder  commonly  used.  The  advantage 
obtained  by  removing  the  line  from  the  rod  in  the 


manner  stated  must  appeal  to  the  angler  in  many 
ways  apart  from  those  mentioned.  The  rings  are 
detacliable,  and  may  be  removed  from  the  keepers 
by  pressure  of  the  spring  at  the  side.  They  are  also 
interchangeable ;  they  may  be  removed  entirely, 
leaving  the  rod  practically  bare  when  packed  for 
travelling.  When  they  become  worn  from  friction 
of  line  or  otherwise  damaged,  which  most  frequently 
occurs  to  guides  mounted  on  bait  rods,  they  may 
Instantly  be  replaced  by  others  In  the  manner 
described,  ensuring  perfectly  free  casting  and  pro- 
longing the  life  of  the  line.  They  are  light,  durable, 
simple,  cheap,  and  for  all-round  conditions  the  most 
serviceable  now  In  use. — Yours  truly. 

New  York,  Dec.  11,  1903.  E.  C.  Cattley. 

P.S. — All  letters  can  be  addressed  to  Mrs.  C. 
Gambler,  St.  Morltz,  Outram-road,  Southsea,  Hants. 
Rings  and  guides  are  patented,  and  the  patent  for 
England  Is  for  sale. 

[Mr.  Cattley's  Invention  Is  ingenious,  and  is,  I 
understand,  thought  well  of  by  American  anglers, 
but  I  think  most  anglers  on  this  side  would  prefer 
to  use  the  old  fixed  rings.  A  chief  drawback  is  that 
with  Mr.  Cattley's  rings  or  guides  the  line  will  be 
liable  to  catch  as  it  falls  back  along  the  rod  in  one 
of  the  guide  ends.  It  is  to  avoid  this  great  draw- 
back that  we  use  "  snake,"  "  bridge,"  and  other  rings 
so  made  that  the  line  slides  over  and  does  not  catch 
in  them — I  mean  the  line  in  use  between  bait  or 
fly  and  the  top  of  the  rod. — Ed. J 


TRAILING  OR  POT-HUNTING. 
Dear  Sir, — Tiie  "  Boston  Bittern  "  survives  Mr. 
Holmes  Leigh's  erratic,  random  pot-shots  without 
the  loss  of  a  feather  ;  aye,  he  is  all  alive  and  kicking. 
No  one  relishes  a  fair  stand-up  fight  with  either  pen 
or  gloves  more  than  the  old  bird.  He  does,  how- 
ever, detest  being  hit  below  the  belt ;  such  despic- 
able tactics  are  not  only  unsportsmanlike  but  im- 
gentlernanly.  To  indulge  in  gibes,  innuendoes,  or 
insinuations  is  hitting  below  the  belt — very  low 
down  indeed.    To  admit  having  caught  fish  by  fair 


means  and  foul  Is  apparently  an  unpardonable  sin .; 
nevertheless,  open  confe.sslon  Is  good  for  the  soul, 
and  perhaps  our  honorary  chaplain  will  absolve  me. 
He  who  poses  as  a  saint  Is  often  the  greatest  sinner. 
What  Is  "  fair  "  and  "  foul  "  ?  According  to  Mr. 
Holmes  Leigh,  trailing  minnows,  spoons,  or  artificial 
baits  attached  to  two  rods  behind  a  boat  Is  fair, 
whereas  taking  an  undersized  trout  on  a  trailed  fly 
Is  foul.  Here  is  a  pretty  kettle  o£  fish  for  some 
logician  to  decide. 

I  have  fished  waters  where  trout  over  8ln.  are 
allowed  with  fly,  but  where  worms  and  minnows 
were  barred  ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that  worms  and 
minnows  are  unfair  baits,  or  taking  a  ^Ib.  trout 
pot-hunting.  He  says,  "  I  admit  having  caught 
trout  by  foul  means."  I  deny  such  a  baseless 
accusation  most  emphatically,  and  challenge  him  to 
prove  his  assertion.  How  conveniently  does  he 
draw  on  his  Imagination  to  suit  his  own  purpose.  4 

The  dog  ln-the-manger  spirit  pervades  his  whole 
doings.  Apparently  he  spends  a  great  deal  of  his 
time  pot-hunting  on  Lough  Corrib,  whereas  I  have 
visited  that  lake  but  once  In  a  lifetime.  He  boasts 
having  caught  forty-four  trout,  fifty-four  pike,  and 
sixty-three  perch,  all  trailing  I  presume.  Then, 
Indeed,  Is  he  a  confirmed  pot-hunter  on  his  own 
showing  !  Now,  although  I  have  fished  Corrib  for  a 
week  in  July,  1901,  I  did  not  take  a  single  solitary 
trout  therefrom.  The  Little  Mary  whom  he  so 
flippantly  mentions  caught  three,  the  smallest  I  Jlb., 
so  that  no  baby  trout  disgraced  our  table  ;  therefore, 
I  have  no  need  to  feel  ashamed.  I  can  assure  Mr. 
Holmes  Leigh  that  I  appreciate  the  kind-hearted- 
ness of  the  Irish  of  Oughterard  quite  as  much  as  hei 
does  ;  indeed,  I  have  a  far  better  and  deeper  reason 
than  he  can  have.  Little  Mary  was  brought  home 
In  her  coffin  within  three  weeks  of  going  tliere,  and 
the  villagers  to  a  man  showed  tlielr  kindness  to  us 
in  a  most  practical  manner.  We  shall  pever  forget 
Oughterard.    No,  never  ! 

Now  for  a  quotation  or  two  of  Mr.  Holmes  Leigh's 
letters  to  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  venture  to  say  you 
have  no  correspondent,  Mr.  Editor,  more  ready  to 
rush  Into  print  and  to  laudate  himself  whilst  be- 


smirching others  than  Mr.  Holmes  Leigh.  In  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  Nov.  2,  1901,  re  "  Lough  Corrib," 
he  says  :  As  to  English  anglers  contributing  to 
funds  that  have  been  In  the  pa^t  so  injudiciously 
expended,  I  think  they  would  look  twice  at  their 
money  before  making  up  their  minds  to  part."  I 
wonder  what  Mr.  Scrope  Dolg  thinks  of  that.  How 
many  times,  I  wonder,  has  Jlr.  Holmes  Leigh  parted 
with  his  money  for  preservation  purposes  of  Lough 
Corrib  during  the  past  five  years  ?  In  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Nov.  9,  1901,  he  says:  "The  existing 
state  of  things  shows  extreme  indifference  to  the 
depredations  of  the  poachers  and  ultimate  ruin  of 
the  fish'ng."  W'hat  has  Mr.  Holmes  Leigh  done  to 
stop  It  ?  Yet  another  quotation.  Sept.  14,  1901, 
Fishing  Gazette,  re  "  Cross-lining  "  :  "  I  understand 
that  about  sixty  baits  are  used  on  one  line  between 
a  pair  of  boats,  the  baits  consisting  of  flies,  sprats 
(small  trout),  minnows,  etc.  I  have  seen  no  water- 
bailiff  since  residing  here,  which  has  been  since 
June.  N.B. — I  hear  of  no  salmon  being  caught 
except  In  Lord  Ai-dllaun's  nets  In  the  Ashford 
waters,  twenty-nine  being  taken  In  one  day."  Can 
anything  be  more  disparaging  than  that  ? — evidently 
the  baits  between  the  boats  were  trailed.  As  to  the 
netting,  I  suppose  his  lordship  had  a  perfect  right, 
as  proprietary  owner,  to  do  as  he  liked  with  his  own. 
Surely  Mr.  Holmes  Leigh  does  not  infer  that  tho 
boatmen  on  Lough  Corrib  are  greater  poachers  or 
pot-hunters  than  lilmself.  Lough  Corrib  Is  adver- 
tised as  a  "  free  fishery."  If,  therefore,  the  charges 
for  man  and  boat  do  not  Include  the  right  to  fish, 
why  not  make  it  known,  so  that  Intending  visitor^ 
may  know  where  they  stand  ?  To  twit  us  undef 
such  deceptive  conditions  with  forgetfulness — two 
and  a  half  years  afterwards — is  indeed  bad  taste,  it 
not  something  worse.  Mr.  Holmes  Leigh  noi*" 
drops  his  second  pot-hunting  rod  like  a  hot  potato. 
Has  his  seared  conscience  smitten  him  ?  Will  he 
discard  his  pot-himting  ways  ?  Then  has  thtt 
"Boston  Bittern"  not  written  in  vain. — Youfi 
truly,  i  The  Boston  Bittern. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORj 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 
All  members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  will,  I 
feel  sure,  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  forthcoming 
annual  dioner,  which  has  always  been  such  a 
successful  affair  in  the  past,  is  to  be  this  year  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  who  is 
.so  well  known  as  a  keen  angler  and  all-round 
sportsman. 

The  Marine  Bioloqical  Association — 
Important  Suggestion. 
The  excellent  work  done  by  Dr.  H.  M.  Kyle 
when  Assistant  Naturalist  to  the  Marine  Biological 
Association  is  described  fully  in   the  December 
number  of  the  Journal  of  the  Association.  The 
investigation  of  the  trawling  grounds  of  Start  Bay, 
'J'orbay.  and  Teignmouth  Bay  carried  on  in  189.5-8 
by  Messrs.  Stead  and  Holt  were  resumed  in  July, 
1901,  and  carried  on  to  September,  1902,  by  Dr. 
Kyle.    A  great  deal  of  useful  information  in  con- 
nection with  the  life  habits  of  soles,  plaice,  etc., 
is  given.    Mr.  Walter  Garstang,  M.A.,  in  summing 
up.  says:  "In  view  of  the  facts  ascertained  by 
these  investigations,  and  having  regard   to  the 
permanent  maintenance  of  the  fishery,  it  would 
appear  to  be  highly  inadvisahle  to  rescind  the 
rejjulation  which  prohibits  trawling  in  Teignmouth 
I    Bjy  and  Torbay.    Oa  the  other  hand,  there  are 
j    no  biological  reasons   against   the   reopening  of 
i    Start  B«iy."    It  is  to  be  hoped  the  suggestions  of 
I    the  association  will  be  acted  upon,  as  the  reasons 
:    given  in  the  report  appear  to  he  most  convincing, 
i    Jf  the  line  fishing  is  as  good  now  in  Torbay  as  it 
was  m  the  early  seventies  it  is  very  good  indeed. 
I  am  not  surfe  that  trawling  was  prohibited  then  in 
the  bay. 


Plenty  of  Fish  and  Good  Prospects 
in  Scotland. 
[  Mr.  R.  Anderson,  of  Edinburgh,  tells  me  that 
I  the  prospects  for  the  opening  of  the  salmon  season 
1  are  verv  good.  He  adds:  "I  do  not  think  there 
lias  been  before  in  our  time  eucn  a  show  of  fish  in 
I  our  rivers  as  there  is  at  present;  the  wonder  is 
\  where  they  all  come  from  after  so  many  bad 
f  Beaaons.". 


Improvements  in  Pike  Tackle. 

In  reply  to  "R.  W.  B.,  Bath,"  and  other 
inquirers,  I  may  mention  th«t  the  pike  tackle  and 
trace  recently  described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  by 
Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell  are  sold  by  Messrs. 
Farlow  and  Co.  In  their  advertisement  will  also 
be  seen  an  illustration  of  another  pike  tackle  called 
the  "  Avon  "  dead  bait  snap  tackle,  which  is  supposed 
to  be  an  improvement  on  the  dead  bait  snap  tackle 
I  devised  and  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  brought  out 
some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  In  my  tackle, 
which  is  illustrated  in  "  Angling  and  How  to 
Angle,"  the  baiting-needle  screws  into  the  lead,  so 
it  will  fit  any  size  of  bait.  One  advantage  claimed 
for  Messrs.  Farlow's  new  pattern  is  that  the  bait  is 
flexible ;  but  as  one  strikes  almost  directly,  I  do 
not  think  this  is  a  point  of  much  importance,  in 
fact  ,1  am  inclined  to  prefer  my  own  pattern, 
especially  as  it  can  be  used  for  live  baiting  just  as 
well  as  for  dead  bait  snap.  As  Mr.  Pennell  says, 
there  is  no  finality  in  fishing  tackle. 

Charles  Cotton's  Poems; 
Mr.  J.  R.  Tutin,  of  Cottingham,  near  Hull,  has 
done  good  service  by  publishing  in  two  little 
volumes  the  best  of  Charles  Cotton's  poems.  He 
will  send  prospectus  to  any  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  who  writes  to  him  for  one. 

Dee  Spinning  Trace  for  Salmon. 

This  illustration  shows  the  spinning  trace  re- 
ferred to  by  ?' Blackbeetle on  page  17  of  the 


Fishing  Gazette  for  Jan.  2,  1904.  It  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  nothing  unusual  about  it. 

Mr.  Levison's  Article  on  Casting  in  the 
American  Style  in  "Fishing  Gazette,"  Jan.  2. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Coggeshall  kindly  sends  me  this 
note:  — 

"  London,  Jan.  2. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — With  reference  to  my 
letter  of  yesterday,  I  beg  to  give  you  the  following 
particulars  regarding  a  '  bait  casting  outfit ' 
similar  to  one  described  in  your  issue  of  this  date 
by  Mr.  Levison  in  his  interesting  article.  The 
outfit  used  by  Mr.  Levison  was  made  by  Payne, 
and  the  reel  by  Talbot.  The  one  I  describe  is 
supplied  by  Wm.  Mills  and  Son,  21,  Park-place, 
New  York.  The  rod  is  a  three  (suction)  jointed 
split  cane,  8ft.  long,  and  weighs  8|oz.  The  reel  is 
a  four  multiplier  of  German  silver  with  ball  bear- 
ings ;  width  of  barrel.  Ifin. ;  diameter  of  reel,  2in.  : 
length  over  all,  3in. ;  weight,  with  about  75yd8.  of 
undressed  silk  line,  as  per  sample  herewith,  7|:0z. 

"  The  rubber  frog  is  2|in.  long,  and  weighs  just 
under  |oz.  In  case  you  would  like  to  see  the 
outfit,  I  will,  as  promised,  call  if  you  will  let  me 
have  a  line  to  say  when  it  is  convenient. — Yours 
truly,  "W.  D.  Coggeshall." 

Since  writing,  Mr.  Coggeshall  called  and  showed 
me  the  outfit,  and  I  shall  look  forward  with  great 
interest  to  see  it  used.  Mr.  C.  says  no  lead  is  used 
with  the  frog,  and  we  weighed  the  latter  and  found 
it,  as  he  says,  just  under  Joz.  The  line  is  a  very 
strong  fine  silk  one,  made  by  Messrs.  Mills ;  it  has 
the  appearance  of  being  dressed,  so  firm  and  level 
is  the  plait. 


A  Note  from  the  Interior  of  Victoria, 
Australia. 

Mr.  William  R.  Norman,  of  Ararat,  Australia, 
sends  me  this  interesting  note  :  — 

"  It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  though  in 
the  interior  of  the  colony  we  often  see  the  Fishin,g 
Gazette,  and  have  formed  an  angling  club  here,  of 
which  I  am  the  hon.  secretary.  We  have  liberated 
during  the  last  few  years  one  thousand  yearlings 
annually — brown,  rainbow,  and  Loch  Leyen  trout 
— in  the  various  creeks  about  here,  and  also  in  a 
large  reservoir  which  supplies  the  town  with  water. 
The  fish  have  done  well,  and  on  Saturday,  Oct.  24, 
1903,  one  of  our  members  caught  on  a  brown 
phantom  a  Loch  Leven  trout  61b.  4oz.  in  weight. 
It  is  nearly  all  bait  fishing  here — there  is  no  one 
that  can  cast  and  use  a  fly  properly.  Though  I 
frequently  catch  on  the  fly  fish  up  to  lib.,  which  I 
return  to  the  water,  as  I  am  only  an  amateur, 
never  having  seen  fly  fishing,  it  is  only  by  what  I 
have  read  about  it.  It  is  difiicult  to  procure  flies 
and  fine  gut  here  for  fishing,  as  it  is  not  used,  and 
they  are  all  English  flies.  They  take  the  March 
Brown,  and  the  Coachman  and  White  Moth  in  the 
evening.  If  the  flies  that  are  on  the  water  here 
were  imitated,  there  would  be  good  sport  with  the 

fly'-   

Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  in  the  Morning  Leader,  says: — 
"The  Fishing  Gazette  gives,  in  its  report  from 
Nottingham  and  district,  a  record  of  a  Greenland 
bullhead  (!)  foul-hooked  at  Beeston,  which  must  be 
over  fifty  miles,  at  any  rate,  from  the  point  at  which 
the  Trent  falls  into  the  Humber  estuary.  I  imagine 
the  fish  to  have  been  a  miller's  \huvah  {Cottus  gobio)^ 
It  is  just  possible  that  it  was  a  sea-scorpion  {Cottus 
Scorpio),  a  fish  of  the  bullhead  family  which  does 
occasionally  find  its  way  some  distance  above  the 
salt,  though  I  never  before  heard  of  one  so  far 
inland  as  Beeston.  But  that  it  was  the  Greenland 
species  (which  grows  to  a  length  of  six  feet,  and  is 
therefore,  like  the  newly-discovered  British  goby, 
the  giant  of  its  race)  seems  to  me  absolutely 
impossible,  and  the  error  must  be  due  to  the  too 
great  enthusiasm  of  the  reporter.  Another  equally 
interesting,  but  undoubtedlv  more  correct,  record 
is  that  of  a  burbot — not  foul-hooked  this  time,  but 
fairly  captured  in  the  Huntingdon  Ouse.  This 
strange  fresh-water  survival  of  the  cod  family  is 
found  only  in  a  few  of  our  rivers,  notably  the  Ouse 
and  Trent,  and  its  capture  on  the  hook  is  most 
unusual.  It  is  not  a  fish  that  those  interested  in 
the  culture  of  more  sporting  kinds  have  much 
reason  for  regarding  with  a  friendly  eye,  and  I  have 
always  been  glad  that  Alderman  Newlyn,  of  Bourne- 
mouth, abandoned  his  original  intention  of  adding 
it  to  the  fauna  of  the  >Stour.  L^ke  many  other 
good-for-nothings,  the  burbot  does  only  too  well 
with  the  least  encouragement,  and,  much  as  Mr. 
Newlyn  has  done  for  the  river  that  runs  near  his 
home,  it  would  have  been  no  credit  to  introduce 
the  fish  into  waters  which  Nature  never  afflicted 
with  its  presence." 

I  hope  Mr.  Coxon  will  tell  us  the  history  of  that 
Greenland  bullhead.  I  agree  with  Mr.  Aflalo  that 
it  is  as  likely  to  have  been  a  Greenland  whale  as  a 
Greenland  bullhead.  I  also  think  he  is  quite  right 
as  to  our  rivers  being  all  the  better  for  the  absence 
of  the  burbot,  or  eel-pout.  It  is  considered  a  great 
nuisance  in  some  Continental  waters. 

A  French  Angler's  Pike  Outfit. 

One  of  my  French  subscribers  writes  on  Dec.  20 
from  the  Faubourg  St.  Honore,  Paris,  as  follows  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  reply  to  '  W.  B.  S.'s  ' 
inquiry  will  you  allow  me  to  briefly  describe  the 
pike  spinning  tackle  which  I  have  been  using  for 
some  time  past : — Rod  :  Split  cane,  double- 
handed,  in  two  joints  and  independent  handle  ; 
large  agate  guides  ;  one  folding  guide  on  butt ; 
patent  reel  lock  ;  length  over  all,  7ft.  Sin.  ;  weight, 
lOjoz.  Reel :  Aluminiurh  quadruple  multipher, 
fully  jewelled  ;  weight,  45OZ.  Line  :  100  yards  of 
solid  undressed  silk  {see  enclosed  sample). 
Swivels :  Chain  of  eight  connected  bronzed 
No.  10  swivels  ending  with' a  spring  catch.  Trace  : 
One  yard  of  fine  duUed  steel  single  vdre  (see  enclosed 
sample),  with  spring  catch  at  lower  end. 

"  Though  I  have  personally  no  taste  for  hve- 
baiting,  I  might  also  mention  a  shder  float  of  a  new 
and  very  practical  pattern  by  means  of  which  this 
spinning  outfit  can  readily  be  converted  into  a  very 
useful  one  for  live-baiting.    The  ^\'hole  tackle  is 
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of  American  manufacture,  and  was  procured 
through  the  friendly  assistance  of  an  American 
expert.  Most  of  my  friends  over  here  have  since 
adopted  similar  outfits.  While  they  were  at  first 
strongly  prejudiced  against  the  short  rod  and  the 
multiplying  reel,  they  now  simply  pity  the  few 
unfortunates  who  have  stuck  to  the  huge  poles, 
clumsy  reels,  and  thick  lines  of  former  days.  With 
the  above-described  double-handed  rod  baits  up  to 
about  2Joz.  can  easily  be  cast,  but  when  nothing 
heavier  than,  say,  |oz.  is  required,  we  prefer  to  cast 
tliese  h'ght  weights  single-handed,  with  split-cane 
lods  of  about  7ift.,  7oz.,  which  are  quite  strong 
enough  to  kill  any  fresh-water  fish  with. 

"  No  doubt  the  cost  of  such  tackle  runs  pretty 
liigh,  but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  it  ought  to 
answer  equally  well  for  many  other  forms  of  sport 
of  a  higher  order  than  pike  fishing.  It  is  quite 
suitable  for  sea  bass  fishing,  and,  better  still,  it 
ought  to  be  the  most  perfect  gear  ever  used  for 
]>rawning  and  minnowing  for  salmon. 

"  1  have  not  seen  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine's  light  tackle 
to  which  you  refer  in  your  footnote  to  '  W.  B.  S.'s  ' 
letter,  but  I  hardly  see  how  it  could  be  lighter  and 
more  really  up-to-date  than  the  one  I  have  tried  to 
describe, — Yours  truly,  "Frog  Eater." 

I  The  hne  sent  is  very  strong  and  fine,  almost  as 
fine  as  Mr.  Jardine  uses  ;  the  wire  trace  is  all  right. 
I)ut  personally  I  do  not  like  it  for  the  trace,  it  is  so 
unpleasantly  stiff.  I  hke  my  pike  hooks  mounted 
on  a  few  inches  of  very  fine  phable  plaited  steel  wire, 
as  it  is  a  perfect  cure  for  cutting  by  pike's  teeth, 
whereas  gimp  only  appears  to  be  so,  and  is  a  bad 
thing  to  rely  on.  As  for  the  American  multipUer 
with  jewelled  bearings  and  crank-handle,  we  claim 
to  have  fighter  and  better  reels  in  this  country,  but 
we  are  open  to  conviction  ;  and  I  hope  we  shall 
arrange  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Exhibition  next  year 
to  have  one  or  two  American  experts  to  sliow  us 
how  to  cast  both  fly  and  spinning  baits.  To  reduce 
the  pike  or  salmon  rod  to  less  than  10ft.  or  12ft.  is 
<iuite  unnecessary,  but  many  anglers  in  this  country 
use  very  short  spfit-cane  rods  for  salmon  fishing 
with  bait  with  very  fight  reels  and  fine  reel-fines. 
All  the  same  I  am  much  obliged  to  "  Frog  Eater," 
and  am  quite  sure  that  many  a  pike  angler  in  this 
country  might  take  a  lesson  from  him  as  regards 
tackle  with  advantage. — Ed.] 

The  Rainbow  Trout  disappoints  our  French 
Friends— What  is  it  ? 

The  following  note  is  from  a  French  angler  who 
has  quite  exceptional  opportunities  for  getting 
information,  and  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  experience 
with  the  rainbow  in  France  seems  to  be  just  the 
same  as  in  this  country — namely,  it  disappears 
from  rivers,  does  well  for  a  time  in  enclosed 
waters,  but  then  falls  off  and  disappears,  as  Mr. 
E.  Valentine  Gorrie  long  ago  found  out.  If  you 
■want  sport  with  rainbows  you  must  keep  on 
putting  two-year-olds  into  your  water,  and  must 
not  expect  them  to  do  weU  after  they  get  to  about 
21b.  or  so.    Here  is  whaf  my  correspondent  says : — 

"  It  seems  that,  in  France  at  least,  this  fish  has 
been  a  complete  failure,  and  up  to  the  present  no 
one  ha«  been  able  to  prove  it  has  succeeded  really 
in  any'of  our  rivers.  In  closed  waters,  of  course, 
it  thrives  well  for  three  or  four  years,  but  after 
that  time  it  loses  more  or  less  its  condition,  and  in 
all  waters  where  it  has  been  introduced  by  my 
friends  it  has  disappeared  completely  sooner  or  later. 

"  I  am  quite  astonished  that  no  one  in  England 
has  answered  the  question  put  in  your  splendid 
Gazette  whether  the  rainbow  was  a  salmon  or  a 
trout.  Personally,  I  have  no  idea  on  the  subject, 
but  I  am  much  struck  by  the  theory  that  it 
is  really  a  salmon.  The  fact  that  it  disappears 
invariably  from  free  running  waters,  and  that  it 
changes  its  colours  whenever  it  reaches  salt  water, 
seems  to  me  a  strong  presumption  that  it  might 
in  fact  be  a  salmon,  or  at  least  a  sea- trout." 

The  Fishing  Gazette  in  past  years  has  often  had 
notes  on  the  rainbow's  pedigree,  but  it  seems  to  be 
by  no  means  exactly  established.  Some  American 
authorities  hold  that  it  is  closely  allied  to  the 
steelhead  trout  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  and  that  it  is 
migratory.  Others  deny  this,  and  look  upon  it 
as  a  separate  species,  more  like  the  European 
flea- trout  than  any  other  American  fish.  Others 
consider  it  the  descendant  of  a  sea-going  fish  of  the 
salmon  kind  which  has  become  landlocked,  as  some 
hold  to  be  the  case  with  our  Loch  Leven  trout. 

Here  is  what  Jordan  and  Evermann,  the  leading 
Ame.-ican  ichthyologists,  say  about  the  rainbow  :  — 


"In  mountain  streams  of  the  coast  ranges  of 
the  Pacific  States,  and  on  the  west  slopes  of  the 
Sierra  Nevada  Mountains,  are  found  the  various 
forms  of  trout  which  are  collectively  regarded  as 
constituting  the  rainbow  trout  series.  Members  of 
this  series  are  distinguished  from  those  of  the 
steelhead  series  by  their  larger  scales  and,  generally, 
by  their  smaller  size  and  brighter  coloration. 
From  the  cut- throat  series  they  differ  in  their  larger 
scales,  brighter  coloration,  and,  usually,  in  the 
absence  of  red  on  the  throat.  As  already  stated, 
however,  in  some  parts  of  their  range  these  series 
are  inextricably  mixed,  and  present  classifications 
can  be  regarded  only  as  provisional. 

"The  typical  rainbow  trout  (Salmo  irideus)  is 
found  only  in  the  small  brooks  of  the  coast  ranges 
in  California,  from  the  Klamath  River  to  the  San 
Luis  Ray  in  San  Diego  county.  It  is  subject  to 
large  variations,  some  of  these  landlocked  in 
peculiar  brooks,  as  in  Purisima  Creek  in  San  Mateo 
county,  where  the  individuals  are  small  and 
brightly  coloured,  and  popularly  regarded  as  a 
distinct  species.- 

"  It  is  thought  by  some  anglers  that  the  young 
fish  hatched  in  the  brooks  from  eggs  of  the  steel- 
head remain  in  mountain  streams  from  six  to 
thirty-six  months,  going  down  to  the  sea  with  the 
high  waters  of  spring,  after  which  they  return  to 
spawn  as  typical  steelhead  trout ;  those  which  are 
landlocked,  or  which  do  not  descend,  remain  rain- 
bows all  their  lives.  As  against  this  view  we 
have  the  fact  that  to  the  northward  the  rainbow 
and  the  steelhead  are  always  distinguishable,  and 
the  scales  in  the  latter  are  always  smaller  than  in 
typical  rainbow  trout."- 

This  is  from  Jordan  and  Evermann's  "American 
Food  and  Game  Fishes,"  1902 ;  and  I  think  we 
may  fairly  say  that  the  beautiful  rainbow  trout  is 
still  a  dark  horse  even  to  the  best  American 
authorities.  R.  B.  ^arston. 


BURBERKY'S  ANNUAL  SALE. 


As  will  be  seen  from  our  advertisement  columns, 
Messrs.  Burberry  announce  that  their  annual 
dispersal  sale  will  be  held  this  month  at  .SO,  Hay- 
market.  We  can  confidently  recommend  our 
readers  to  send  for  a  list  of  these  splendid  garments. 


ABOUT  ROD  RINGS. 


Deak  Sir, — I  have  been  watching  with  great 
interest  the  correspondence  that  has  been  going  on 
lately  in  the  fishing  Gazette  regarding  the  alleged 
"twist-causing"  effect  of  snake-rings  on  reel 
lines,  the  best  number  of  rings  for  spinning 
rods,  etc.  All  of  these  matters  are  of  considerable 
interest  to  the  angler,  especially  if  he  should  happen 
to  be  something  of  an  amateur  rod  maker  like  the 
writer  of  these  fines.  Having  meddled  with  rod 
making  for  close  on  twenty-five  years,  I  have  had 
to  experiment  a  good  deal  with  rod  rings  as  well. 
During  this  longish  space  of  time  I  have  accumulated 
a  good  many  notes  on  this  subject,  the  substance 
of  which  I  shall  attempt  to  present  to  the  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  as  concise  a  form  as 
I  can.- 

1.  As  to  the  best  number  of  rings  on  a  spinning 
rod;  T  am  afraid  this  is  not  an  easy  question  to 
answer,  for  the  simple  reason  that  two  clashing 
interests  have  to  be  reconciled  as  much  as  possible 
in  this  case.-  From  the  point  of  view  of  convenience 
in  casting,  the  answer  would  be,  "  As  few  as  it  is 
possible  to  do  with,"  while  from  the  point  of  view 
of  convenience  in  playing  a  heavy  fish,  and  of  even 
distribution  of  the  strain  along  the  whole  rod,  the 
answer  would  be,  "  As  many  as  it  is  possible  to  use 
without  inconvenience."  Perhaps  the  following 
details  regarding  American  bait  casting  rods  (of 
which  a  good  many  have  come  under  my  observa- 
tion during  the  last  four  or  five  years)  may  be  of 
interest : — The  fewest  number  of  rings  I  have  come 
across  is  three,  top  ring  included,  on  a  6ft.  "  Heavy 
Salt  Water  Rod,"  and  the  same  number  of  rings 
on  an  Extra  Heavy  Salt  Water  Rod,"  7Jft.  long. 
Six  rings  for  a  bait  rod  of  the  latter  length,  lighter 
built,  seems  to  be  the  usual  number. 

The  editorial  footnote  to  Mr.  J.  L.  Meyer's  letter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  14  reminds  me  of  a 
bamboo  spinning  rod  exhibited  by  a  French  firm 
at  the  International  Exhibition  held  in  this  city 
in  the  early  part  of  the  current  year.  In  this  rod 
the  line  was  run  through  the  whole  length  of  it, 


as  in  the  telescopic  "  Bristol'-  steel  rods.  Some  of 
the  jurors  were  very  much  taken  with  the  principle 
until  they  had  tried  to  take  out  line  (playing  the 
part  of  the  fish),  or  to  pay  out  line  and  take  it  in 
with  a  very  moderate  weight  (about  7oz.  avoir.) 
tied  to  it,  so  as  to  represent  the  resistance  of  the 
fish.  In  all  cases  the  friction  proved  so  excessive 
that  it  was  evident  that  such  a  rod  could  not  prove 
serviceable  in  actual  use,  and  it  could  not-  well 
have  been  otherwise  because  the  amount  of  friction 
stands — cceteris  paribus — in  direct  relation  to  tho 
area  of  the  friction  surface.  I  may  add  that  I 
have  found  the  friction  to  be  increased  greatly 
when  playing  a  fish  rings  up.  I  hardly  think  this 
would  make  itself  felt  to  any  appreciable  extent  in 
casting,  because  the  line  would  not  "cling"  to  the 
rod  in  its  rapid  course  through  the  rings — it  would 
barely  come  in  contact  with  it  now  and  then, 
about  to  the  same  extent  as  if  the  rod  were  held 
rings  down. 

This  brings  me  to  the  second  item — the  shape  of 
rod  rings.  I  must  confess  a  great  weakness  for 
"standing,"  "upright,"  or  "rigid"-  rings  (or 
"guides,"  as  they  are  styled  in  America,  and  I 
think  the  name  is  a  good  one) ;  I  have  used  them 
exclusively  on  all  my  rods  since  I  took  up  the  use 
of  the  reel,  and  was  rather  "gone"  on  snake- 
rings  when  they  first  were  introduced — they  ai-e 
so  very  satisfactory  from  the  theoretical  point 
of  view.  But  I  am  not  "  gone  '•  on  them  any 
more,  for  the  following  reasons: — L  Because  the 
line  (especially  a  fine  undressed  one)  is  very  liable 
to  get  jammed  in  the  angle  formed  between  the 
rod  and  the  bend  of  the  snake-ring's  shank  ;  this 
is  most  noticeable  (and  extremely  annoying)  when 
one  is  using  that  most  useful  dodge — pulling  out 
one  or  more  loops  of  line  between  the  rings  in 
order  to  make  a  longish  cast.  2.  Because  snake- 
rings  do  not  keep  the  fine  at  all  away  from  the  rod 
when  it  is  held  rings  up  in  playing  a  fish,  with  the 
result  that  the  line  frays  the  whippings  of  the  rings 
much  more  quickly  than  it  would  do  with  rings  of 
another  shape. 

For  the  above  two  reasons  I  have  given  up 
snake-rings  altogether,  and  pin  my  faith  to  the 
following  shapes ;  —  American  "  Raised  Center 
Tie  Guides "  in  their  several  modifications  (one  of 
the  best  I  know  of  is  Ed.  vom  Hofe's  "  Acme 
Guides"),  Messrs.  S.  AUcock  and  Co.'s  No.  56.59  (a 
modification  of  the  "  pronged  ring  "  introduced  by 
Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell,  as  far  as  I  can  judge), 
and  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.'  "  Bridge-Rings."-  "  Bell's 
Life -Rings"  and  Mr.  Qiolmondeley  -  Pennell's 
"  Pronged  Rings ' '  are  all  right  on  one  condition  : 
if  the  ring  or  loop  in  them  be  raised  suflSciently 
above  the  level  of  the  rod's  surface,  so  as  to  keep 
the  fine  away  from  it.  Of  all  the  above  "  guides  "• 
or  rings,  however,  I  think  the  American  ones  are 
the  best  in  one  respect:  the  tongues  by  means  of 
which  they  are  fastened  to  the  rod  come  so  close  to 
the  centre  of  the  tubular  part,  and  the  latter  offers 
so  little  leverage  as  to  reduce  greatly  the  strain  on 
the  whippings  in  comparison  with  rings  having 
longer  shanks. 

I  have  had  no  opportunity  to  give  a  practical 
trial  to  porcelain -lined  guides;  they  are  not  hand- 
some to  look  at,  but  "  handsome  is  as  handsome 
does  "  is  a  saying  worth  remembering  in  this  case 
as  well  as  in  many  others.  And  they  should  "  do 
handsome"  by  the  look  of  them. 

The  third  item  which  I  propose  to  speak  of  is 
the  alleged  "  twist-causing "  action  of  snake-rings 
on  the  line.  I  can  only  state  that  I  have  not 
noticed  it,  and  cannot  quite  understand  how  they 
could  have  such  an  action  on  the  fine  which  runs 
through  them  so  loosely.  Anyway,  if  experiments 
carried  out  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  this 
indictment  against  snake-rings  is  really  founded 
should  prove  this  to  be  the  case,  the  remedy  sug- 
gested by  some  of  the  contributors  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette — namely,  to  have  snake-rings  with  right 
and  left  twist  put  on  to  the  rod  alternately — ought 
to  prove  an  effective  one. 

But,  whether  it  should  prove  effective  or  not, 
as  far  as  /  am  concerned,  I  say,  no  more  snake- 
rings  for  me !  I  have  had  my  illusions  regarding 
their  virtues  shattered  too  rudely. — Yours  truly. 

Dec.  6,  1903.       Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov. 

P.S. — An  attack  of  bronchitis  has  prevented  me 
from  mailing  the  above  at  the  time  when  it  was 
written.  Now,  from  the  issue  of  Dec.-  26,  I  seo 
that  such  an  authority  as  Mr.  Jardine  shows  about 
as  little  enthusiasm  regarding  snake-rings  as  I  do ; 
this,  in  view  of  his  great  experience,  is  distinctly 
gratifying  to  me.; 


Jaxuary  9,  1904 
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MORE  JOTTINGS  OF  AN  AMATEUE 
FLY-DEESSEE. 

There  have  been  complaints  lately  in  the  corre- 
spondence columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  lack  of 
holding  power  on  the  part  of  the  hquid  wax  recom- 
mended by  "  Glanrhos."  In  trying  the  recipe  I 
diverged  from  it  to  the  extent  of  using  new  brown 
liarness-makers'  wax  instead  of  cobblers'  wax.  But 
I  can  hardly  think  this  would  make  the  difference 
between  success  and  failure.  I  have  tied  on  hooks 
to  bristles,  for  droppers,  with  my  liquid  wax. 
Bristles  are  much  stronger  than  gut  of  equal  thick- 
ness, but  I  have  found  the  bristle  will  break  before 
the  tying  gives  way.  It  seems  to  me  that  fly- 
dressers  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  "  Glanrhos  "  for 
an  expedient  which  enables  them  to  pursue  the 
amusement  in  winter,  when  ordinary  soHd  wax 
would  in  general  either  break  the  silk  or  strain  it 
badly.  Some  liquid  wax  similar  to  mine  is  in  use 
in  the  fly-dressing  room  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
and  I  hope  to  hear  the  opinion  of  members  on  its 
merits  shortly.  Personally,  I  think  it  has  the  great 
advantage  over  the  otherwise  admirable  hquid  wax 
of  "  Athenian  "  that  it  does  not  sUme  the  fingers 
and  has  not  to  be  constantly  wiped  off  with  tur- 
pentine. 

Speaking  of  bristles  is  a  reminder  that  they  are 
really  admirable  for  dressing  droppers  on.  The 
dropper  dressed  on  a  bristle  stands  off  the  main 
line  as  if  it  were  on  gut  much  stiffer  than  the  main 
Une.  How  useful  this  is  all  good  wet-fly  anglers 
know.  Droppers  on  bristles  ought  to  be  purchasable 
at  all  tackle  dealere — but  I  imagine  one  would  have 
to  get  them  specially  dressed.  Yet  hogs'  bristles 
are  easily  enough  to  get  and  cheap  enough  in  -all 
conscience. 

The  bristles  are  of  the  same  kind  as  those  used 
for  the  basis  on  which  is  wound  the  body  material 
of  "  Detached  Badger."  the  representation  of  the 
Red  Spinner  with  which  the  name  of  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford 
is  imperishably  associated.  During  the  progress  of 
his  autobiography  (recently  reviewed  in  these 
columns),  among  the  titles  for  it  proposed  to  him 
by  friends  who  had  not  seen  the  work  was  "  Attach- 
ments and  Detachments  of  a  Badger."  The  title 
was  rejected  as  too  frivolous  ;  but  having  read  the 
book.  I  cannot  call  it  a  bad  description  for  a  shot 
at  a  venture. 

It  is  a  book  which  it  is  a  pleasure  for  many 
reasons  to  have.  To  many  who  have  not  the 
privilege  of  knowing  the  author,  the  illustrations  of 
the  beautiful  water-meadow  scenery  are  enough  by 
themselves  to  make  it  a  dehght. 

To  me  many  of  the  pictures  recall  scenes  where  I 
■wandered  in  my  school  days,  harrying  the  nests  of 
dabchick  and  moorhen,  blackheaded  bunting  and 
reed-warbler,  and  latterly  making  my  first  im- 
mature efforts  at  putting  a  fly  for  trout.  In  those 
days  the  use  of  the  eyed  fly  was  in  its  infancy.  Old 
John  Hammond,  gunmaker  and  fishing  tackle 
maker,  was  still  in  his  shop  at  the  entrance  to  the 
Square,  Winchester,  and  rented  and  issued  tickets 
to  anglers  for  the  Old  Barge  water.  The  flies  he 
supphed  were  on  gut--the  gut  fine  and  the  hooks 
good,  but  quite  as  well  suited  for  wet-fly  fishing  as 
for  dry-fly,  the  wings  being  neither  upright  nor  spht. 
When  a  fly  was  floated  over  a  fish  it  floated  on  its 
side.  Yet  men  caught  trout  in  the  Old  Barge  and 
in  the  .Mill  Pond  which  runs  alongside,  perhaps 
more  than  they  do  in  the  present  day  on  the  same 
water  —  witness  the  results  attained  by  Sir 
Edward  Grey.  A  year  or  two  before  his  time  I 
heard  of  anglers  taking  their  300  brace  in  a  season 
from  that  water. 

By  the  way,  Mr.  Halford  illustrates  as  "  The  Old 
Barge  "  the  upper  water  which  in  my  day  was 
always  known  as  the  Mill  Pond.  The  main  river  to 
the  left  was  known  as  Old  Barge.  I  do  not  think 
the  Mill  Pond  can  ever  have  been  a  barge  river, 
inasmuch  as  the  two  streams  which  unite  to  form 
it  run  through  the  garden  of  the  Warden  of  Win- 
chester College,  coming  thither  through  the  Cathe- 
dral Close,  while  there  were  in  the  main  river  distinct 
traces  of  a  look  above  the  college  bathing  place, 
and  a  wharf  just  above  the  lock.  I  also  remember 
an  old  decaying  barge  on  the  left  bank  of  the  main 
river.  Probably  it  is  long  since  rotted  away  or  has 
been  carried  off  for  firewood.  Val  Coxson. 

Orientai,  Bofjgs  formerly  iggiie-I  by  W.  H.  Allen  and  Co.,  now 
pubhahed  by  Hampson  Low,  Mareton  and  Co.,  Limited  8t. 
DiinstaD'8  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  Publishers  to  the  IndU 
0«ce.-A  Catalooce  of  these  Text  Books,  Class  Books,  Histories, 
•nd  Indian  Govprnment  Publications  can  be  had  on  application 


"WILD  NATUEE'S  WAYS."* 


A  BOOK  by  Mr.  Kearton  on  the  subject  he  has 
made  his  own  is  always  welcome.  So  enthusiastic, 
so  thorough  and  painstaking  a  student  imbues  the 
reader  with  something  of  the  fervour  by  which  he 
is  himself  animated.  His  methods  are  original, 
and  have  resulted  in  a  valuable  accession  to  our 
knowledge  of  nature  by  the  light  they  have  thrown 
upon  the  habits,  instincts,  and  intelligence  of  birds 
and  insects.  "Wild  Nature's  Ways"  details  some 
extraordinary  experiences  in  his  attempts  to  pene- 
trate the  secrets  so  carefully  guarded  by  Nature. 
His  informing  and  absorbing  pages  are  illuminated 
by  the  illustrations,  so  valuable  to  the  student. 
They  have  in  some  cases  been  obtained  at  great 
personal  risk.    Some  interesting  information  about 
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-SuBSTANCE,  Shadow  and  Reflection, 

(From  "Wild,  Xit  ttire's  Wtiijs.") 


these  risks,  and  the  wild  creatures  concerning  which 
they  are  incurred,  is  given  by  Mr.  R.  Kearton 
during  his  lectures  at  the  exhibition  of  nature 
pictures  open  at  the  Modern  Gallery  in  Bond-street 
until  next  Tuesday  evening  (Jan.  12). 


FISHING  ON  THE  BERMUDA 
BANKS. 

The  first  of  May  five  years  ago,  and  never  did  a 
May-day  dawn  fairer.  The  gales  which  had  so 
sorely  tried  the  angler's  temper  for  the  past  fort- 
night had  given  place  to  a  soft  westerly  breeze  ;  a 
brilHant  sun  shone  in  a  cloudless  sky  over  a  pano- 
rama of  isle  and  lagoon  stretching  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach.  An  air  heavy  with  the  exotic  odours 
of  oleander  and  hybiscus  wooed  me  from  my 
slumbers  long  before  the  usual  hour.  Seven  a.m. 
found  me  clad  in  pyjamas  on  the  verandah,  wishing 
that  I  could  be  transported  just  for  this  one  day 
across  .3000  miles  of  water' to  the  banks  of  the  silver 
Test.  But  dismissing  such  thoughts  from  my  mind, 
I  am  considering  the  day's  programme,  when  I  see 
my  pilot  coming  up  the  road.    "  Good  morning, 

*  By  R.  Keabton,  F.Z.S.,  with  200  illustrationi 
from  photographs  taken  direct  from  nature  by 
Cherry  and  Richard  K'^arton.    (Cassell  and  Co.) 


O'Connor  ;  where  can  we  go  to-day  ?  "  "  Just  the 
day  for  the  chub  at  Linghorn  Breakers,  sir  ;  I've 
got  half-a-dozen  fine  lobsters  as  bait,  besides  a 
couple  of  buckets  of  pilchard«  ;  so  we  can  have  a 
try  on  the  deep  afterwards.  But,"  he  added,  "  we 
ought  to  get  away  by  9  a.m.  sharp."  "  Right  oh  ! 
Bugler,  sound  orderly  room  in  fifteen  minutes'  time." 
The  affairs  of  State  at  St.  George's  Island  do  not 
take  long,  and  breakfast  in  the  tropics  is  a  perfunc- 
tory performance.  Long  before  the  appointed  hour 
the  "  crew  "  have  assembled  at  the  quay  near  St. 
Catherine's,  where  O'Connor  is  awaiting  us  in  ray 
whale-boat.  The  latter  is  my  special  pride  :  30ft. 
long  over  all,  26ft.  on  the  water-line,  6Jft.  beam,  she 
draws  no  more  than  lOin.  of  water  with  the  centre- 
board up,  a  very  important  advantage  in  nego- 
tiating the  shallower  flats.  She  carries  two  masts, 
with  leg-of-mutton  sails  and  a  jib, 
which  can  be  lowered  in  a  calm,  in 
which  case  we  can  pull  four  oars  and 
do  a  good  five  miles  an  hour.  So 
attached  am  I  to  the  Barrar.ovta,  as  1 
christened  her.  that  my  3-ton  Bermuda 
yacht  now  seldom  leaves  her  moorings, 
for  fishing  purposes  at  any  rate. 

The  crew  to-day  consists  of  myself, 
N.  (my  subaltern),  O'Connor,  a  coloured 
boy,  and  my  soldier  servant,  the  latter 
quite  the  keenest  fisherman  I  ever  met 
among  the  rank  and  file.  Lunch  and 
hquor  are  quickly  stowed  aboard,  and 
in  five  minutes  we  are  spinning  along 
with  a  fresh  breeze  on  the  port  beam  at 
a  good  eight  knots.  For  the  first  three 
miles  our  course  lies  across  "  Murray's 
Anchorage  " — deep  water  with  a  sandy 
bottom,  but  soon  the  water  begins  to 
shoal  rapidly  as  we  approach  the 
"  Captain's  Flat."  O'Connor  mean- 
while has  prepared  a  towing-line,  baited 
with  a  silvery  pilchard,  which  at  the 
pace  we  are  travelling  revolves  on  the 
very  surface.  The  depth  here  varies 
from  10ft.  to  2ft..  and  in  this  crystal 
sea  every  object  at  the  bottom  is  clearly 
revealed — sea-ferns,  palms,  and  aquatic 
plants  give  the  bed  the  appearance  of 
a  gigantic  rockery,  with  here  and  there 
patches  of  sand,  red.  green,  and  blue. 

Suddenly  the  slip-knot  in  the  towing- 
line  runs  out  with  a  snap  as  a  101b. 
grouper  dashes  at  the  bait  from  his 
rocky  lair,  and  is  hauled  on  board  un- 
ceremoniously. A  little  later  a  fine 
bonito  flings  himself  at  the  pilchard,  and 
even  on  the  coarse  tackle  fights  hard 
before  the  gaff  slips  into  him. 
"  Breakers  on  the  lee  bow,"  shouts  the 
black  boy,  who  is  on  the  look-out 
ibrward.  "  That's  Hogfish  Breaker 
right  abeam,"  says  O'Connor.  "  with 
North  Rock  on  our  quarter.  Linghorn 
is  the  big  breaker  about  two  miles 
ahead."  Ninety  minutes'  sailing  sees 
us  at  the  end  of  our  14-mile  journey. 
The  boat  is  brought  up  in  the  wind, 
masts  lowered,  and  a  couple  of  oars  got  out  to 
place  us  in  exactly  the  right  position,  where  two 
killicks  moor  us  fast.  We  are  now  broadside 
to  the  great  breaker,  a  huge,  smooth,  spherical 
rock,  just  uncovered  at  high  water.  Between 
us  and  the  rock  is  what  is  locally  known  as  a 
"hole" — that  is,  a  circular  piece  of  sand  consider- 
ably below  the  level  of  the  surrounding  coral,  which 
is  here  about  10ft.  below  the  surface.  It  acts  as  a 
sort  of  haven  of  refuge  to  the  big  chub  during  the 
winter  gales,  as  the  bottom  is  always  protected  by 
the  rocky  walls  from  the  heavy  ground-swell. 

In  goes  the  ground-bait,  consisting  of  the  shells 
and  entrails  of  the  lobsters,  the  tail  haAang  been 
skinned  and  cut  into  strips  about  an  inch  long  as 
bait.  Through  the  water-glass  I  can  see  a  multitude 
of  small  bluish -looking  fish  move  into  the  open. 
"  There  they  are,  O'Connor."'  Down  goes  the  glass 
and  up  with  the  rod.  the  latter  a  10ft.  spinning  rod, 
with  bin.  aluminium  reel  holding  200yds.  of  fine  ; 
the  trace  consists  of  2yds.  of  phosphor  bronze  wire, 
ending  with  a  No.  5  Pennell  hook.  No  lead  is 
required,  the  tide  being  almost  imperceptible,  but 
setting  from  us  towards  the  breaker,  which  is  as  it 
should  be.  I  cast  out,  pay  off  from  the  reel,  and  let 
the  bait  sink  by  its  own  weight.  \ATien  about  20yds. 
are  out  there  is  a  sharp  twitch,  to  which  I  reply  with  a 
heavy  strike.  "  In  Mm  !  "  Off  goes  my  fish,  head- 
long for  the  breaker,  but  I  manage  to  stop  him 
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before  he  reaches  the  coral  beyond,  and  turn  him 
into  the  open  once  more.  Five  minutes'  hvely 
])lay  brings  a  grand  10-pounder  to  the  gaff. 
Very  short  and  thick,  with  small  head  and  smaller 
mouth,  he  reminds  one  rather  of  a  big  roach  ;  his 
colour,  however,  is  dark  violet,  the  scales  are  small 
and  rough  to  the  touch,  and  his  fighting  powers  are 
indisputable.  Meanwhile,  N.  and  O'Connor,  who 
have  been  plying  handhnes  from  bow  and  amid- 
ships, have  both  hooked  a  fish  simultaneously,  with 
the  result  of  the  loss  of  one  of  them  and  a  sad  tangle 
in  the  matter  of  tackle.  "  In  with  some  more 
ground-bait."  My  bait  is  no  sooner  out  than  it  is 
seized  and  carried  off.  The  same  thing  happens 
three  times  in  succession,  owing  to  the  chub's  very 
small  mouth.  At  the  fourth  attempt,  however,  I 
stick  in  a  15-pounder,  wliich  gives  grand  sport. 
Three  fish,  of  101b.,  81b.,  7Ib.,  fall  to  the  rod  in  quick 
succession,  while  the  handlines  account  for  five 
more  of  the  same  average.  Then  disaster  befalls  : 
my  bait  is  taken  when  close  to  the  breaker  and  the 
lino  cut  by  a  bunch  of  coral  before  I  can  stop  the 
fish.  Damages  being  repaired,  I  hook  and  land  the 
best  chub  of  the  day — a  gallant  17-pounder.  A 
dozen  more  succumb  to  the  combined  efforts  of  rod 
and  handUnes,  and  then  there  is  a  lull  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. "  Some  big  fish  must  have  come  around 
and  driven  them  off,"  says  O'Connor  ;  "  but  I  can 
see  a  couple  of  fine  porgies  on  the  right  edge  of  the 
hole."  I  reel  up.  fix  a  ^oz.  lead  about  1ft.  above 
the  hook,  bait  with  a  rather  larger  bit  of  lobster, 
and  cast  in  the  direction  indicated.  Scarcely  has 
the  bait  touched  the  bottom  when  there  come  three 
hard  "  knocks  "  on  the  Une.  A  vigorous  strike,  for 
the  porgie's  mouth  is  mostly  bone,  and  I  am  fast  in 
one  of  them.  His  tactics  consist  mainly  in  boring 
round  the  hole,  shaking  his  head  savagely,  and 
behaving  in  a  general  way  very  much  like  a  gray- 
ling. It  avails  him  nought,  however,  and  O'Connor 
sticks  the  gaff  into  a  12-poimder.  In  appearance 
the  porgie  resembles  very  closely  a  big  bream,  but 
the  sides  arc  barred  like  a  perch,  and  the  head  is  very 
bony  ;  round  studs  take  the  place  of  teeth,  and  are 
capable  of  giving  an  exceedingly  nasty  nip.  After 
catching  his  companion,  who  weighs  a  pound  less,  I 
suggest  a  move,  so  we  step  the  foremost  and  bear 
away  for  deeper  water.  O'Connor  stands  in  the 
bow  with  the  leaji,  and  having  found  12  fathoms,  we 
look  through  the  water-glass  for  hkely-looking 
bottom,  and  then  let  go. 

Some  score  of  pilchards  are  smashed  up  in  a  pail, 
a  handful  squeezed  together  and  rolled  round  with 
the  line  just  above  the  2oz.  lead,  being  kept  in 
position  by  a  sUp-knot ;  a  couple  of  pilchards  ai  e 
threaded  on  the  hook,  and  the  whole  lowered  down. 
On  reaching  the  bottom  a  smart  jerk  releases  the 
ground-bait,  and  the  lead  allowed  to  rest  just  on  the 
bottom.  Instantly  there  is  a  bite,  and  a  "  hind  "  of 
2lb.  comes  to  hand.  In  shape  he  is  exactly  hke  a 
perch,  but  vermilion  in  colour,  covered  with  dark 
red  and  black  spots.  We  got  four  or  five  more  of 
them,  and  then  I  haul  up  a  101b.  rockfish.  This 
fish  belongs  to  the  cod  family,  but  is  much  deeper 
and  a  good  fighter.  The  rod  has  been  discarded  for 
the  present,  for  I  know  to  my  cost  that  no  trace  ever 
made  can  withstand  the  sharp  edges  of  the  coral, 
which  will  often  sever  a  fin.  line  under  the  strain 
of  a  big  fish. 

Four  handlines  are  now  working,  and  all  kept 
fairly  busy.  Occasionally  a  fine  gets  hung  up  in  the 
reef  below  and  takes  its  owner  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
to  clear,  which  is  usually  only  accomphshed  by 
sheer  strength  and  a  break.  However,  six  good 
groupers  (another  sea-perch)  from  71b.  to  301b.  are 
landed,  in  addition  to  three  rockfish  of  similar 
weight.  Suddenly  attention  is  attracted  to  a 
splashing  in  the  water  astern.  "Yellow-tail!" 
exclaims  everyone.  Now  is  the  rod's  turn  again. 
The  lead  is  removed,  a  small  strip  of  pilchard  is  im- 
paled on  a  No.  9  hook  and  allowed  to  drift  astern. 
It  has  not  gone  1.5yds.  before  it  is  taken.  "  Up 
with  the  point  and  into  him  !  "  A  handsome 
3-pounder  makes  a  good  but  quite  ineffectual 
struggle  for  hfe.  The  yellow-tail  is  quite  one  of  the 
handsomest  fish  of  the  Bermuda  seas :  rather 
deeper  than  a  mackerel  in  shape,  slate-blue  on  back, 
white  belly,  the  sides  shaded  with  rose,  with  a 
broad  belt  of  yellow  along  the  lateral  line,  tail  a 
brilliant  yellow,  eyes  red.  A  dozen  of  his  fellows 
share  his  fate,  averaging  about  l|lb..  and  then  I 
stick  into  something  evidently  not  a  yellow-tail.  I 
remove  my  right  hand  just  in  time  to  save  my 
thumb  from  the  revolving  handles.  The  "  Ocean, " 
reel  screams  its  loudest  tunc,  and  150yds.  of  line  are 


gone  before  I  quite  realise  what  is  happening. 
''  Shark  ?  "  interrogates  O'Connor,  who  is  busy  with 
the  rockfish  of  the  day.  "  No,  amber-fish  or  bonito, 
I'll  swear."  My  antagonist  now  turns  his  side  to 
me  and  describes  a  complete  circle  round  the  boat, 
after  which  I  manage  to  recover  about  half  my 
line.  The  struggle  hitherto  has  been  carried  on  at 
the  surface,  but  now  the  foe  fights  deep.  .  I  think 
of  the  coral  rocks  below  and  do  not  feel  happy. 
O'Connor  in  great  glee  hauls  inboard  a  really 
splendid  rockfish  of  .551b.,  which  I  have  scarce  time 
to  admire,  so  stern  is  the  fight.  At  last,  however, 
the  pace  gets  less  and  the  fish  is  obviously  tiring. 
Foot  by  foot  the  line  comes  back  to  the  reel,  and 
after  as  fast  a  twenty  minutes  as  man  can  wish  for 
a  gallant  301b.  amber-fish  meets  his  fate.  He,  too, 
belongs  to  the  mackerel  tribe  :  colour  yellowish  on 
back,  dusky  silver  on  sides  and  belly,  thinner  than 
a  mackerel,  but  fully  as  deep. 

The  sun  is  nearing  the  horizon,  and  the  fish  have 
ceased  to  feed,  owing  probably  to  the  change  of 
tide  ;  so  Unes  are  coiled  up,  the  masts  stepped,  and 
our  bows  pointed  homewards.  The  breeze  has 
freshened  since  morning,  and  is  now  blowing  pretty 
fresh  for  W.S.W.,  but  we  manage  to  fetch 
St.  Catlierine's  without  a  tack,  and  unload  the 
catch  on  the  quay.  It  is  as  follows  :  25  chub, 
2501b.  ;  2  porgies,  231b.  ;  12  yellow-tail,  201b.  ; 
7  groupers,  751b.  ;  6  rockfish,  llOlb.  :  1  bonito, 
151b.  ;  1  amber-fish,  301b.  ;  and  about  20  smaller 
fish,  hinds,  conies,  and  moray  (a  conger  with  a 
snake's  head),  .50lb. — total  5731b.  Quite  a  good 
day,  but  nothing  extraordinary.  Three  weeks 
earlier,  when  I  was  unfortunately  confined  to  my 
quarters  with  a  chill,  the  Barracouta  brought 
home  from  Linghorn  Breaker  GO  chub,  GOOlb., 
besides  groupers  and  rockfish. 

Will  it  ever  fall  to  my  lot  to  renew  my  acquaint- 
ance with  the  Bermuda  banks  ?  Would  that  I 
could  think  so.  The  whale-boat's  crew,  however, 
will  never  meet  again.  One  sleeps  his  last  sleep 
beneath  a  lonely  kopje  in  Cape  Colony,  another  will 
never  fish  or  sail  again,  and  the  writer  is  left  to 
lament  the  days  that  were.  The  Apostle. 


THE  JAPANESE  FATHER. 


The  Japanese  child  calls  its  father  "  gempu " 
and  its  mother  "  jibo,"  which  mean  "strict father" 
and  "  benevolent  mother  "  :  and  Mr.  Goh  quoted  a 
Japanese  boy  who  classified  the  Japanese  father  as 
one  of  the  "four  fearful  things  of  the  world" — 
"earthquake,  thunder,  conflagration,  and  father"  ! 
But  there  were  checks,  Mr.  Goh  naively  informed 
his  audience,  on  the  brutality  of  a  Japanese  father. 
The  first  controlling  power,  he  said,  amidst  the 
smiles  of  his  audience,  was  that  of  his  ancestors, 
the  second  that  of  his  relatives,  the  third  that  of 
society,  and,  last  of  all,  that  of  the  law.  When  a 
.lapanese  father  is  cruel  to  his  children,  his  neigh- 
bours do  not  sympathise  with  his  children,  but 
with  his  ancestors.  It  is  considered  a  disgrace  to 
them  if  the  children  are  ill-treated  or  neglected, 
because  this  is  not  keeping  the  ai  ccsiral  name  in 
honour.  The  social  control  seemed  to  lie  in  the 
fact  that  the  father  is  afraid  of  btiug  called  "  a 
fiend-like  parent,"  which  is  worse  ttian  our  word 
"  bully."  In  cases  of  trouble  between  parents  and 
children,  it  is  quite  usual  for  relatives  to  hold  a 
family  council  and  interfere ;  and.  finally,  there  are 
certain  ancient  Roman  privileges  which  the 
Japanese  house-master  does  not  enjoy,  such  as 
physical  cruelty,  infanticide,  and  manslaughter 
generally.  But  the  Japanese  father  and  the 
European  son  and  daughter  have  different  ideas 
about  the  worst  form  of  cruelty.  In  Japan  it  is 
horribly  cruel  not  to  send  a  child  to  school,  and 
you  are  very  neglectful  if  you  do  not  settle  for 
your  children  whom  they  are  to  marry.  "  They 
might  not  get  married  at  all,"  sajs  the  Japanese 
sage — a  disgrace  too  awful  to  contemplate. 

Mothebs-in-Law  axd  Marriage. 

The  most  original  thing  in  Japanese  smart 
society  is  the  mother-in»law.  She  acts  up  to  her 
reputation  of  keeping  things  Uvely,  but  it  is  not 
for  her  son-in-law,  nor  does  she  bring  the  stock 
accusations.  She  is  much  more  likely  to  blame 
her  daughter-in-law  for  conjugal  fidelity  than 
infidelity  ;  for  if  that  wicked  woman  is  devoted  to 
her  husband,  she  canoot  devote  sufficient  attention 
to  her  duties  as  lady's  maid  to.  his  mother.  A 


woman  in  the  smart  set  in  Japan  does  not  marry 
for  a  husbaad,  but  to  be  unpaid  servant  to  his 
family.  No  wonder  that  they  make  it  a  disgrace 
for  a  woman  not  to  marry  ;  for,  without  some 
moral  suasion,  they  never  would  marry  in  a  land 
where  immorality  can  be  a  virtue. 

Perhaps  the  parents  choose  for  a  girl  because 
she  would  take  her  time  if  they  did  not  You  may 
resist  a  parent's  choice,  but  it  is  bad  form  to  marry 
against  a  parent's  will,  and  you  are  not  allowed  to 
join  in  family  worship  if  you  slope.  That  seems  tf) 
be  a  deterrent  in  Japan.  The  other  way  on  might 
be  most  effective  in  England.  But  it  makes  a 
difference  if  you  belong  to  a  country  whore  every 
woman  mariies  as  a  matter  of  course.  The 
Japanese  are  so  economical  that  their  economy 
extends  even  to  husbands.  They  make  enough  t'; 
go  all  round  by  divorcing  one  woman  out  of  every 
three  who  are  married — that  is  the  literal  per- 
centage of  divorces.  The  daughters  in  a  really 
smart  .lapanese  household  have  a  very  fine 
trousseau,  but  receive  no  portion  of  the  family 
portion  of  the  family  fortune,  unless  there  is  no 
son,  in  which  case  an  unhappy  male  being  is 
introduced  into  the  household  to  marry  the  heiress, 
and  is  treated  as  a  wife.  It  is  he  who  plays  the 
lady's  maid,  and  may  be  discharged  like  a  cab  for 
no  other  reason  than  that  he  is  not  wanted  any 
longer. — From  "  Queer  Things  about  Japan, "  by 
Douglas  Sladen. 


.    FISH  CULTURE. 

THE  SOLWAY  FISHERY,  DUMFRIES,  AND 
SCHOOL  OF  FISH  CULTURE. 


"  We  have  again  to  record  that  the  past  season, 
1902-1903,  fully  reached  our  expectations  ia  the 
sale  of  our  various  products,  and  we  are  especially 
pleased  to  report  that  the  sale  of  natural  hah  food 
far  exceeded  any  previous  season.  This,  no  doubt, 
proves  that  our  customers,  whom  we  have  not  the 
plea.sure  of  knowing  personally,  but  who  follow 
the  advice  given  in  this  catalogue,  are  realising  the 
importance  of  this  branch  of  our  business  in  con- 
nection with  the  successful  management  of  their 
fisheries. 

"  The  sale  of  ova  increases  with  each  season. 

'■'  Our  stock  fish  never  looked  better,  and  our 
method  of  feeding  is  such  that  customers  can  rely 
upon  getting  ova  and  fish  from  parents  free  from 
damage  by  injudicious  feeding  with  deleterious  and 
fatty  compounds.  We  have  also  made  arrangements 
for  the  taking  of  ova  from  wild  parent  fish,  and  shall 
be  pleased  to  offer  same  to  any  of  our  customers 
requiring  this  class  of  ova.- 

"  The  experiments  instituted  in  regard  to  the  rapid 
and  favourable  growth  of  mollusca  for  fish  food 
have  proved  an  entire  success,  and  our  stock  ponds 
of  this  most  essential  article  of  fish  diet  are  now 
crowded  to  excess. 

•'The  manufacture  of  apparatus  in  connection 
with  the  artificial  incubation  of  ova.  and  also  our 
various  improved  methods  of  constructing  outlet 
sluices  and  screens,  is  steadily  increasiog. 

"Our  stock  of  plants  for  producing  and  main- 
taining natural  fish  food  is  the  largest  in  the 
kingdom. 

"  To  ensure  a  good  stock  of  fine  trout  or  other 
fish,  special  attention  should  be  given  to  the 
proper  cultivation  of  the  water  by  introducing 
suitable  aquatic  and  sub-aquatic  plants,  and  after- 
wards mollusci.  and  crustacean's,  and  the  larva  of 
insects,  but  we  would  impress  upon  our  customers 
the  necessity  of  first  getting  the  necessary  vet»'tii- 
tion  for  iheir  maintenance  thoroughly  established  ; 
but  if  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  how  to  deal  with  the 
matter,  by  all  means  have  your  water  mspected ; 
this  gives  the  best  results  in  the  end,  as  there  are 
so  many  points  of  which  advautage  may  be  taken, 
but  whicti  require  an  expert  to  advise  as  to  their, 
development.  We  have  made  a  special  study  of 
all  kinds  of  fishery  work,  and  can  advise  as  to  thei 
construction  or  improvement  of  reservoirs,  lakes, 
and  streams,  the  erection  of  tishways,  or  the 
cultivation  and  stocking  of  water. 

"  We  have  already  this  season  received  large 
orders  for  ova  from  Basutoland,  Cape  '  Colony, 
India,  Switzerland,  and  France." 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  record  success,  and  we 
are  glad  to  see  from  the  thirty-sixth  annual  reportj 
of  the  Solway  Fishery  that  it  is  so  flourishing,  j 
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FISH  CULTUEE. 

THE  LIVE-FOOD  PROBLEM. 
By  Chas.  G.  Atkins. 
(Paper  read  before  the  American  Fisheries'  Society.) 

I  THINK  I  may  safely  say  that  no  fish-culturist 
disputes  that  live-food  would  be  better  for  fish  thau 
dead  food  if  it  could  be  had  of  suitable  kind,  in  suffi- 
cient quantity,  and  at  a  reasonable  cost.  I  am  not 
aware  that  there  has  been  any  positive  determina- 
tion of  this  question  by  accurate  research,  but  in 
the  absence  of  such  deteimination  I  think  that  we 
are  justified  in  taking  that  view.  Each  one  of  the 
species  of  the  family  of  salmonidas,  which  form 
almost  exclusively  the  subjects  of  fish-feeding  work 
in  America,  is  plainly  by  nature  a  feeder  on  hving 
animals  ;  to  such  an  extent  is  this  true  that  seldom 
will  one  of  these  fishes  pay  the  least  attention  to 
the  most  delicious  morsel  that  does  not  have  that 
most  evident  characteristic  of  the  traits  of  hfe- 
motion. 

The  possible  sources  of  live  food  may  be  broadly 
divided  into  two  classes — first,  aquatic  animals  ; 
second,  land  animals.  Amongst  the  former  are 
other  fishes,  water-insects,  shrimps,  daphnids.  and 
other  Crustacea,  water-snails,  etc.  Amongst  the 
latter  are  all  the  aerial  insects  mth  such  of  their 
larv;e  as  are  not  aquatic,  angle-worms,  etc. 

Of  the  first  group  we  may  note  that  it  comprises 
the  entire  natural  food  of  fishes  ;  and  it  would  seem 
that  search  for  a  five  food  for  the  fish-culturist's 
broods  should  be  first  conducted  along  this  Line. 
What  is  there  available  amongst  aquatic  animals  ? 
The  number  that  might  possibly  be  of  some  use  is  so 
very  great  that  a  bare  list  of  their  names  would  take 
more  time  in  the  reading  than  I  can  afford  in  this 
address.  I  will,  therefore,  confine  myself  to  a 
very  few. 

^lost  prominent  among  aquatic  animals  for  our 
jiresent  purpose  are  the  small  Crustacea  of  fresh 
water.s.  the  shrimps  and  the  entomostraca,  and 
among  the  entomostraca.  especially  the  daphnids  or 
water-fleas.  Some  of  these  Crustacea  are  present  in 
every  fish-pond,  however  small,  and  under  favour- 
able conditions,  which  Nature  often  gives  them,  tliey 
become  very  abundant.  It  is  on  these  minute 
creatures  that  young  fishes  of  the  salmon  family 
mainly  feed  in  the  spring  and  early  summer.  In 
many  brooks  their  influence  on  the  growth  of  trout 
has  been  noted,  and  there  have  been  some  instances 
in  America  of  fish-culturists  avaifing  themselves  of 
their  help  in  growing  trout.  In  the  transactions  of 
this  Society  for  1892  there  were  some  interesting 
Ktatements  from  the  personal  experience  of  Mr. 
Fairbanks,  of  Illinois,  on  the  growing  of  trout  in 
ponds  in  which  they  were  sustained  solely  by  the 
natural  food  which  grew  there  spontaneously,  con- 
sisting mainly  of  fresh-water  shrimps  ;  and  the 
same  matter  has  been  discussed  in  some  of  the  later 
transactions.  I  am  not  aware,  however,  that  any 
attempt  has  been  made  to  forward  the  multi- 
j)hcation  of  shrimps  by  any  artificial  help  further 
than  transplanting  them  from  one  water  to  another. 

The  Crustacea  which  have  received  most  attention 
are  those  belonging  to  the  family  of  entomostraca, 
called  daphnids.  Daphnids  thrive  in  water  con- 
.taining  much  vegetable  matter  in  a  state  of  decay. 
Not  that  they  feed  directly  on  such  material,  but  on 
the  stiU  smaller  creatures  that  the  decaying  matter 
directly  nourishes.  Decaying  animal  substances 
would  seem  to  work  in  much  the  same  way,  the 
multiplication  of  some  of  the  entomostraca  being 
eventually  much  favoured  thereby. 

Fish-culturists  have  always  been  scheming  to 
utilise  these  aquatic  food  resources,  but  generally 
with   unsatisfactory   results.    One   of   the  most 
ambitious  of  these  schemes  was  that  of  Lugrin  and 
Du  Roveray,  at  Gremat,  in  Eastern  France,  which 
was  brought  to  American  attention  in  1888  by  the 
American  Consul  at  Marseilles.    His  report  and 
translation  of  a  French  report  on  the  subject  were 
j  pubhshed  in  the  transactions  of  this  society  for  1892. 
!  As  the  Consul  depicted  it,  Lugrin's  method  was  very 
I  Himple  and  cheap,  and  its  results  were  marvellous. 
I  I  c(uote  his  language  : — "  The  process  of  Mr.  Lugrin, 
i  which   has  been  patented  in  several  countries, 
I  consists  in  spreading  upon  the  bottom  of  these  tanks 
\  A  material  impregnated  with  the  elements  necessary 
i  to  produce  spontaneously  a  limitless  number  of 
^  Daphnia.  Cyclops,  Limngpa,  as  well  as  fresh-water 
1  shrimjjs  and  the  larva;  of  various  Ephemera,  which 
'  form  the  natural  aliment  of    trout  and  other 


Salmonidin  at  all  stages  of  their  growth.  Once'con- 
structed,  and  impregnated  with  this  producing 
material,  which  is  of  trifling  cost  (this  repro- 
ducing material,  it  appears  from  the  United  States 
letters  patent  granted  to  the  inventors,  consisted 
in  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  excrement  dropped 
by  the  fishes  in  the  ponds),  these  tanks  go  on  with 
their  work  automatically  and  indefinitely.  The 
water,  from  2ft.  to  3ft.  in  depth,  being  left  undis- 
turbed two  or  three  weeks,  is  found  peopled  with 
swarming  myriads  of  minute  organisms  of  the 
species  above  named.  Twenty  thousand  trout  a 
year  old.  or  tliree  thousand  two  years  old,  which 
last  would  average  about  ^Ib.  in  weight,  are  con- 
sidered sufficient  for  a  pasture  of  that  size  (160 
square  yards,  or  one-thirtieth  acre),  and  the  avidity 
with  which  they  ru.sh  to  occupy  and  ravage  their 
new  feeding-ground  is  a  dehght  to  the  pisciculturist. 
If  the  propagation  has  been  ordinarily  abundant, 
these  20,000  young  fry  or  3000  yearhngs  will  sub- 
sist royally  in  a  tank  of  the  size  indicated  for  an 
entire  month.  They  will  eat  on  an  average  201b. 
to  251b.  of  food  per  day,  or  6001b.  to  8001b.  per 
month.  When,  at  the  close  of  the  month,  the  tank 
has  become  depleted,  the  gate  is  opened  and  the  fish 
driven  fike  a  flock  of  sheep  to  a  new  and  similar 
pasture.  The  first  tank,  being  closed  and  left  in 
quiet,  immediately  begins  the  process  of  repro- 
duction, and  at  the  end  of  two  or  three  weeks  is 
swarming  again  with  the  varied  minute  organic  life 
which  far  surpasses  in  value,  as  food  for  fish,  any- 
thing that  has  been  devised  by  man." 

The  accounts  of  Mr.  Lugrin's  work  attracted 
many  visitors  ;  and  among  them  two  eminent  men 
in  their  departments.  Prof.  Francis  Day,  of  England, 
and  Mr.  Raveret-Wattel,  of  France,  are  on  record  as 
having,  from  personal  inspection,  reached  the  most 
flattering  conclusions  as  to  the  success  of  the  method 
and  the  great  benefits  that  fish-culture  would  reap 
from  it.  But  I  regret  to  have  to  say  that  their 
expectations  have  not  been  reahsed.  The  method 
of  Lugrin,  though  pushed  by  the  inventor  upon  the 
attention  of  fish-culturists  in  various  countries,  has 
not  come  into  use,  and  appears  to  have  been  found 
wanting.  In  1901.  in  a  book  on  trout-breeding,  we 
find  this  same  Mr.  Raveret-Wattel  writing  thus  about 
the  feeding  of  the  fry  : — "  The  food  of  trout  fry  in 
captivity  demands  minute  care,  and  even  that  will 
not  always  avail  to  pievent  heavy  losses.  One  of 
the  principal  difficulties  is  that  no  artificial  food 
can  replace  the  hving  prey  forming  the  food  of  fry 
that  are  hatched  and  five  at  hberty.  When  one 
is  raising  a  small  number  of  fry  it  is  sometimes 
possible  to  procure  daphnids  enough  to  feed  them. 
In  this  case  one  catches  some  of  these  minute  crus- 
taceans, and  with  them  stocks  some  casks  such 
as  are  used  in  kitchen-gardens.  .  .  .  Unf  r- 
tunately,  the  plentiful  multipfication  of  daphnids  is 
hmited  to  water  warmed  by  the  heat  of  spring-time, 
and  can  only  be  applied  to  the  feeding  of  trout  fry 
in  localities  where  this  fish  spawns  late.  Elsewhere 
one  must  resort  to  the  foods  called  artificial,  such  as 
curd  ;  yolk  of  eggs  hardened  by  boiling  ;  sheep's 
brains  ;  blood,  coagulated  or  cooked  ;  chopped  Uver 
of  beef  or  mutton  ;  spleen,  etc."  Plainly  in  France 
the  use  of  daphnids  has  not  yet  become  an  important 
practice  in  fish-culture  ;  and  the  same  may  be  said 
of  other  countries.  At  Craig  Brook  the  breeding  of 
daphnids  in  fish-ponds  was  tried  about  ten  years  ago, 
and  there  appeared  at  first  a  prospect  of  important 
success  ;  but  though  the  httle  crustaceans  were 
made  astonishingly  abundant,  the  salmon  fry  intro- 
duced into  the  ponds  soon  exhausted  the  supply, 
and  it  was  found  impossible  to  secure  its  renewal, 
even  though  the  fish  were  removed  and  the  pond 
left  to  itself.  It  is  a  matter  of  common  observation 
that  the  season  when  daphnids  especially  abound  is 
always  the  spring  and  early  summer,  and  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  attribute  our  failure  in  part  to  the  pro- 
gress of  the  season.  But  Lugrin  was  able  to  show 
his  visitors  extremely  abundant  stocks  of  daphnids 
and  accompanying  forms  in  his  ponds  in  October, 
and  again  in  winter  when  ice  had  to  be  broken  to 
make  tlie  examination.  I  have  myself  known 
daphnids  to  come  into  a  hatchery  at  Bucksport  in 
winter  with  the  supply-water  in  such  quantities  as 
to  clog  the  flannel  screens  to  the  extent  of  over- 
flowing. In  this  case  the  hatchery  had  just  been 
built,  and  the  water  supplying  it  came  from  a  pond 
that  covered  a  tract  of  low  land  now  for  the  first 
time  overflowed.  So  although  it  may  be  true  that 
the  rule  is  with  daphnids  to  multiply  and  replenish 
the  waters  in  the  spring  and  early  summer,  and  to 
pass  the  rest  of  the  year  in  a  dormant  state,  it  seems 
to  be  quite  within  the  limits  of  possibility  that,  if 


desirable,  they  could  be  produced  for  fish  food'at  all 
seasons.  T  say  "  if '^dcsirable  "  because  it  would 
secern  that  the  necessity  of  using  such  minute  food  as 
daphnids  would  pass  away  each  summer  with  fho 
growth  of  the  fish,  a  trout  or  salmon  having  by  mid- 
summer become  large  enough  to  swallow  comfort- 
ably an  animal  many  times  larger  than  an  ordinary 
claphnid. 

{To  be  continued.) 


OUll  HALF-DAY'S  JACK  FISHING. 

"  Be  sure  you  get  the  live  bait !  Two  o'clock  at 
the  White  Hart  landing-stage ;  I'll  see  t  o  the  punt !  " 

So  shouted  my  bachelor  friend  vociferously  as  I 
left  his  jovial  diggings  at  Sonning-on-Thames  one 
Thursday  night  in  November  about  eleven  o'clo(;k. 
with  a  bright  fire  crackling  merrily  in  the  grate  and  a 
"  can't  leave  it  "  savour  about  his  snug  sitting-room. 
I  had  cycled  over  to  see  him  about  some  manuscripts, 
and  we  had  decided  on  a  day's  jack  fishing  in  the 
Thames  on  the  following  Saturday.  The  air  stnick 
hke  a  knife  as  I  whizzed  through  the  two-mile  space 
between  Sonning  and  Reading,  and  the  ground, 
hard  as  iron,  sparkled  as  if  set  in  myriads  of 
diamonds. 

Old  tackle  was  furbished  and  new  furnished,  and 
we  equipped  ourselves  for  what  we  imagined  would 
be  a  punt-load  of  fish.  I  ordered  the  live-bait  as 
requested,  and  a  can  to  put  them  in  on  the  Saturday 
morning.  I  made  a  sUght  mistake  with  regard  to 
the  proper  attention  necessary  for  these  perishable 
articles  of  commerce.  When  I  arrived  home  to 
lunch  previous  to  starting  to  Sonning  I  stood  the 
can  of  fish  before  a  roaring  fire  for  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  and  when  ray  attention  was  drawn  to  the 
fact,  some  of  them  were  floating  on  top.  A  little 
running  tap  water  soon  revived  them. 

At  last  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  two  arrived — 
in  the  afternoon,  of  course.  I  was  for  once  in  my 
life  a  httle  before  time.  We  gathered  our  tackle 
together,  put  it  in  the  i^unt,  and  started  on  our 
eventful  journey.  The  wind  blew  a  gale,  and 
shrieked  mournfully  as  it  raced  through  the  tiecs. 
while  the  sky  was  overcast  with  Icadcn-Iooklng 
clouds. 

"  Does  the  wind  make  any  difference  to  the  fish 
biting  ■?  "  asked  ray  companion. 

"  None  at  all,"  I  replied,  with  an  air  of  a  pisca- 
torial dictionary  corapiler.  "  I  think  they  rather 
hke  the  wind — especially  jack." 

The  floods,  for  the  second  time  this  yeai',  had  been 
a  terrific  height  a  few  weeks  previously,  and  fishing 
had  been  out  of  the  question.  There  was  a  good 
stream  running,  consequently  we  travelled  down  in 
fine  style.  My  friend  knew  the  river  well,  at  least 
he  said  he  did  ;  and  I  could  not  contradict  him, 
because  I  did  not. 

Having  reached  a  spot  which  was  supposed  to  be  a 
good  one,  we  moored  our  barge,  after  being  blown 
about  like  a  tea-leaf  on  the  sea,  about  four  yards 
from  the  edge  of  a  bed  of  rushes  and  started  opera- 
tions. My  companion,  being  a  native  of  Sonning 
(excuse  the  "  oystere  "  expression),  always  had  his 
tackle  put  together  ready  to  start ;  I  came  from 
Reading,  and  did  not.  Anyway,  I  soon  had  mine 
fixed  up,  and  we  sat  down,  started  smoking,  and 
waited  very  patiently  for  a  bite.  Half-an-hour 
passed,  and  our  noses  had  got  as  red  as  the  signal- 
lights  on  the  Great  Western  Railway.  My  partner 
suggested  there  might  be  sorae  roach  or  perch 
"  down  in  this  hole."  Acting  on  ray  advice  he 
placed  the  jack-rod  and  tackle  down  and  started 
roach  fishing  with  a  worm  on  about  the  size  of  a 
small  snake,  and  gave  me  strict  injunctions  to 
watch  his  jack  float.  I  did  so,  at  least  for  a  time. 
]\Iy  bait  had  got  a  bit  erratic  I  should  think  by  his 
actions,  for  he  rose  to  the  surface  and  tried  to 
charge  the  float.  I  drew  him  in,  and  despatched 
liim  on  a  journey  do\vn  stream  to  the  piscatorial 
infirmary  at  Shiplake.  While  doing  so  I  noticed 
that  my  hand  was  bleeding  ;  I  had  run  a  hook  into 
it,  but  as  it  was  so  very  cold  knew  nothing  of  it 
until  I  saw  the  blood  flow.  It  had  gone  in  about 
half  a  .  .  .  second.  "  Was  that  bis  float  went 
under  ?    No — a  weed  !  " 

Nothing  came  of  roach  or  perch  ventures.  After 
the  before-mentioned  false  alarm  ray  piscatorial 
confrere  moved.  That  as  we  were  having  no  luck, 
at  least  good,  we  should  try  elsewhere.  This  was 
seconded  and  carried — at  least  the  barge  was,  a 
little  bit  farther  on.  This  time,  after  raanceuvres 
which  would  have  done  imraortal  credit  to  Sham- 
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rock  nr..  wc  ran  on  to  a  weed  bed,  and  it  took  the 
combined  efforts  of  us  both,  one  witli  a  rycpeck 
(which,  by-thc-byc.  I  was  constantly  calling  a 
riphook)and  the  other  with  a  scull,  to  get  her  off 
the  vegetable  bank.  These  exertions  somewhat 
wai  iued  us.  and  T  could  actually  feel  my  fingers. 

We  moored  this  time  well  out  on  the  edge  of  the 
aforesaid  weed  bed  with  a  nice  clear  bay  before  us, 
which,  judging  from  appearances,  looked  a  veritable 
Tom  Tiddlers  ground  for  monst<^i's.  We  lit  up. 
and  resumed.  Our  hve-bait  were  as  frisky  as 
(hough  they  wcie  free.  I  was  the  first  to  receive 
Oamc  Fortune's  smile  ;  a  small  jack  about  lib. 
seized  on  my  dorsal  death-trap,  but  as  1  struck  he 
disgorged  it.  "  Did  you  sec  that '!  "  I  enquired. 
"  Yes,  it  was  a  small  jack  about  lib.,  and  1  think 
we  shall  get  some  s[)ort  now."  I  quite  agreed  with 
liira  about  this. 

Meanwhile  my  bait,  or  what  was  left  of  it,  was 
being  tossed  about  on  the  breakers  like  a  ping-pong 
ball.  My  word,  it  was  blowing  !  Jt  regularly  bit 
one.  Still,  details  of  this  descri2)tion  arc  assets  of 
the  followers  of  Jzaak  Walton. 

The  ne.xt  it«m  on  the  progi'ammi^  was  an  excit- 
ing contest  between  my  friend's  line  and  hooks 
and  a  submerged  tree  t  runk,  and  result  of  which, 
after  about  five  minutes'  bribery  and  the  use 
of  strong  adjectives,  was  given  in  favour  of  my 
friend.' 

At  last  the  luck  began.  My  friend  (once  again) 
hooked  a  nice  fish  about  41b.  He  called  on  me  to 
st  and  by  with  the  landing-net.  T  seized  the  net,  and 
threw  down  my  rod.  which  nearly  went  in  the  river, 
but  before  he  could  bring  him  near  enough  for  me  to 
dip.  the  Hsh  bolted,  leaving  the  bait  in  not  quite  so 
lively  a  condition,  and  looking  very  much  as  though 
he  had  been  iioned. 

At  last  I  caught  one.  He  took  the  float  under 
about  a  foot,  but,  as  forewarned  is  foreai'med,  I  let 
it  stay  under  about  five  seconds,  and  then  struck 
smartly.  In  about  half-a-minute  a  nice  lish  of 
about  31b.  was  lying  in  the  landing-net.  Upon  this 
we  raised  a  feeble  cheer  ;  it  was  something.  We 
fished  again,  but  I  will  not  recount  any  more  ;  it 
must  suffice  that  we  lost  between  us  six  more  jack, 
some  of  them  tidy  fish  too.  What  the  cause  was  I 
know  not  :  1  will  leave  that  to  jack  fishers.  About 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  five  it  had  become  so 
cold  and  the  wind  was  blowing  so  strongly  that  we 
dscided  to  cease.  We  drew  up  our  anchor  and  ryc- 
])eck,  and  turned  her  head  homewards.  The  wind 
shrieked  through  our  ears  as  the  tub  was  rowed 
l)ack  to  the  White  Hart  at  a  pace  which  left  us  far 
in  the  rear  of  bank  pedestrians.  The  space  covered 
in  four  or  five  minutes  down  stream  took  over  half- 
an-hour  to  accomplish  against  it.  At  last  we 
reached  the  stage,  and  having  gathered  together 
rods,  tackle,  and  fish  (?)  strode  to  where  a  good  lire 
and  a  cup  of  tea  awaited  us.  A  current  copy  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  which  told  us  how  others  had 
caught  the  wary  ones,  put  us  in  a  king's  humour, 
and  added  a  sharp  reUsh  to  our  half-day's  fishing  on 
the  Thames.  Remrod. 


FISHING  IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 
By  an  Iivipebial  Yeoman. 

On  going  out  to  South  Africa  in  April,  1900.  with 
the  17th  Battalion  Imperial  Yeomanry,  being  an 
enthusiastic  though  not  particularly  successful 
angler.  I  managed  to  include  with  my  kit  a  small 
collection  of  tackle,  consisting  of  one  reel,  two  lines, 
an  assorU'd  lot  of  hooks,  a  few  gut  traces,  and  a  few 
sundries,  not  omitting  some  strong  rod  rings,  as  I 
had  no  means  of  taking  a  rod,  and  should  have  to 
rely  on  getting  a  pole  of  some  description  and 
making  one  when  an  opportunity  for  lisliing 
occurred.  I  had  not  long  to  wait,  as  fortunately 
(he  17th  and  18th  Battahons  were  ordered  for  duty 
in  Rhodesia  under  Sir  Frederick  Carrington.  We 
embarked  on  the  ss.  Galeka  and  proceeded  to  Beira, 
in  Portuguese  East  Africa,  and  on  reaching  there 
we  lay  in  harbour  six  days  before  landing.  Here  a 
goodly  proportion  of  my  comrades  commenced 
operations,  having  sjcured  lines,  etc.,  from  the  crew. 
The  only  fish  that  cams  to  hand  were  catfish,  and 
the  largest  I  saw  would  not  scale  more  than  31b.  I 
postponed  my  operations  until  we  landed,  not  wish- 
ing to  risk  my  bit  of  tackle  on  monsters  of  the  deep. 
Wc  landed  on  May  11,  ]f)00,  and  entrained  about 
2  p.m.  foi'  our  lirst  camp,  about  twenty-three  mile§ 
from  Beira,  called  Twenty-three  Mile  Peg,  and  re- 


christ^ned  by  us  "  Twenty-three  Mile  Creek."  Our 
journey  was  both  new  and  novel.  We  travelled 
first-class,  in  cattle  trucks,  long  and  narrow,  but 
furnished  with  rough  wooden  seats  all  round  ;  in 
fact,  so  narrow  were  the  trucks  that  for  comfort's 
sake  we  sat  and  hung  our  legs  over  the  sides.  It 
also  gave  us  a  better  view  of  the  jungle  through 
which  we  passed.  The  railway  at  this  time  was  only 
2ft.  gauge  as  far  as  Bamboo  Creek ;  it  has  since 
been  laid  on  (he  broad  gaiige. 

AVe  arrived  at  our  destination  just  after  sunset, 
and  foi  tunately  there  was  a  moon,  as  we  had  to  push 
our  train  into  the  temporary  siding,  and  afterwards 
carry  all  our  equipment  and  stores  to  camp — a  dis- 
tance of  about  half-a-mile — and  then  pitch  our  tents, 
a  first  experience  for  most  of  us.  Eventually  we 
turned  in.  thoroughly  tired,  and  were  soon  lulled  to 
sleep  by  the  chirping  of  crickets  and  the  croaking  of 
frogs.  Next  morning  we  were  up  early,  and  being 
Sunday,  wc  had  a  church  parade  of  about  fifteen 
minutes'  duration  at  7  a.m.,  to  avoid  the  heat.  On 
biMug  dismissed,  I  proceeded  to  break  my  fast,  and 
then  in  company  of  two  comrades  I  made  for  the 
f^reck  to  see  if  it  contained  any  fish.  The  bed  of 
the  creek  would  average  about  20ft.  wide,  but  at 
that  time  the  stream  was  only  about  lift,  wide,  with 
here  and  there  a  dee[)  pool.  Wc  proceeded  up 
stream  for  some  distance,  and  presently  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  fish  darting  into  the  deeper  parts 
of  the  pools,  so  I  determined,  dinner  over,  to  try 
my  luck.  We  continued  our  walk  about  three  miles 
up  stream,  but  eventually  it  became  very  small  and 
no  j)ools,  so  we  returned  to  camp  through  the 
jungle. 

Dinner  over.  I  set  off  to  the  nearest  ])Ool.  and 
having  cut  a  bamboo  for  a  rod  I  proceeded  to  rig  up 
my  tackle.  My  rod.  being  green,  was  very  heavy, 
but  the  dry  bamboos  lying  about  were  so  brittle  and 
snapped  so  easily  I  was  compelled  to  stick  to  a 
green  one.  The  chief  drawback  was  bait.  Not  a 
worm  or  grub  could  I  find,  so  I  used  some  shreds  of 
bully  beef,  which  I  attached  to  the  hook  by  means  of 
a  loose  knot  just  sufficient  to  make  it  hold.  I  soon 
had  the  pleasure  of  getting  a  bito.  and  eventually 
landed  a  small  fish.  It  resembled  a  roach  for  shape, 
dace  for  colour,  was  dotted  with  black  spots,  and 
had  feelers  like  barbel.  I  got  several  of  this  variety, 
but  only  small.  Eventually  I  secured  a  perch  of 
about  4oz.  ;  it  was  not  unlike  our  British  perch,  but 
deeper.  On  the  following  day — in  fact,  every  day 
during  our  ten  days  in  this  camp — I  spent  most  of 
my  spare  time  fishing.  I  tried  lower  down,  about 
half-a-mile  below  the  railway  bridge.  Here  I  found 
a  good  pool  at  a  bend,  with  a  nice  sloping  sandy 
bottom  on  the  near  side.  I  generally  took  one  or 
two  comrades  to  catch  bait.  I  now  used  frogs,  and 
very  lively  they  were.  I  could  catch  fish  faster 
than  the  frogs  came  to  hand.  I  got  a  lot  of  fish 
about  8oz.,  similar  in  shape  to  dace,  olive  back, 
steel-blue  sides,  shading  do\vn  to  a  silvery  white 
belly.  These  were  armed  with  a  very  sharp  spine, 
about  1  iin.  long  on  either  side  immediately  behind 
the  gills,  and  in  unliooking  them  they  usually 
managed  to  draw  blood,  and  the  pricks  were  rather 
painful.  I  also  got  a  lot  of  M'hat  is  called  by  the 
colonials  "  barber,"  a  dark  olive  fish  of  not  a  very 
prepossessing  appearance  —  a  flatfish  head,  not 
unUke  a  pike,  and  a  body  like  a  thick  eel,  only 
shorter.  They  varied  in  weight  from  lOoz.  to  2Jlb. 
One  day  I  remember  in  particular :  I  must  have 
been  into  some  heavy  ones,  as  hook  after  hook 
went,  the  gut  snapping  just  above  the  shank.  Our 
fellows  caught  any  amount  in  the  gullies  running 
into  the  creek.  They  had  evidently  worked  up 
during  the  wet  season  and  been  left  in  the  holes 
when  the  water  went  down.  Wc  never  ate  any  of 
our  catches  (with  one  exception),  as  the  natives  told 
us  they  were  no  good,  but  later  on,  when  in  Rho- 
desia, we  discovered  they  were  excellent  eating — at 
any  rate  we  thought  so,  any  change  from  bully  beef 
being  very  acceptable.  One  day  I  was  fortunate 
enough  to  land  an  eel  of  about  21b.  This  I  cut  into 
sections  and  put  into  our  bully  and  biscuit  soup,  and 
everyone  pronounced  it  excellent. 

On  leaving  Twenty-three  Mile  Creek  we  entrained 
for  Bamboo  Creek.  On  our  way  up  we  crossed 
the  Pungwe  at  Fontes  Villa,  and  from  what  I  could 
see  of  it  I  should  imagine  it  contains  some  big 
fish,  it  being  deep  and  clear.  Bamboo  Creek  is 
situated  in  a  big-game  country,  but  the  fishing  is  no 
good,  the  creek  at  the  time  of  our  stay  being  onlj^  a 
series  of  pools,  and  containing  no  fish  worth  mention. 
I  only  went  down  twice.  There  were  a  few  croco- 
diles about,  however,  and  one  day  a  party  of  ours 


were  bathing,  when  they  were  suddenly  surprised 
to  see  what  they  had  taken  for  a  log  making  tracks 
in  their  direction.  They  didn't  wait  for  orders  to 
"  retire."  Next  day  they  went  down  in  force 
armed  with  their  rifles,  but  Mr.  Croc  was  not  at 
home.  On  leaving  Bamboo  Creek  wc  entrained  for 
Umtali,  and  on  our  way  up  we  passed  one  or  two 
likely-looking  rivers,  but  as  I  had  a  touch  of  malaria 
I  was  not  in  form  for  making  any  iavestigation. 
During  our  stay  at  Umtali  I  was  not  able  to  shake 
off  the  fever,  and  never  left  camp  ;  but  my  com- 
rades went  to  bathe  most  days,  and  told  roe  of 
some  immense  fish  they  had  seen  in  the  river.  From 
Umtali  wc  proc(>cdcd  to  our  base  camp  at  Maran- 
dellas,  but  T  could  find  no  stream  in  the  vicinity 
that  would  hold  anything  but  mere  "  tiddlers,"  so 
I  never  took  my  tackle  out.  On  June  28,  1900,  we 
entrained  for  Salisbury  to  join  a  section  of  B.S.  A.P.. 
and  to  proceed  against  a  Mashona  Chief  named 
Mapondera,  who  was  doing  a  bit  of  raiding  on  his 
own  account,  and  also  refused  to  pay  hut  tax.  His 
kraal  was  on  the  Dandc  River,  about  forty  miles 
from  the  Zambesi.  Unfortunately  for  me,  we  had 
to  go  as  lightly  equipped  as  possible,  and  I  had  to 
discard  for  a  time  my  (to  me)  precious  bit  of  tackle, 
which  I  much  regretted,  as  we  were  uf)  country  six 
weeks  and  moved  very  slowly,  our  best  day's  trek 
not  exceeding  twelve  miles,  and  on  some  occasions  a 
day  was  taken  up  in  getting  the  transport  over  a 
river.  Hardly  a  day  went  by  but  we  camped  by  a 
good  spruit,  and  very  often  a  big  river;  many  of 
them  simply  teemed  with  fish,  and  I  had  to  be  con- 
tent with  watching  them,  and  I  found  it  interesting, 
thougli  at  times  exasperating.  The  country  north 
of  SaUsbury  is  a  regular  sportsman's  paradise,  but 
they  must  be  prepared  to  rough  it  a  bit — but  to  a 
sportsman  that  would  be  no  hardship.  The  climate 
is  grand,  and  though  the  nights  are  cool,  a  couple  of 
blankets  keep  one  quite  dry  and  warm.  Care 
should  be  taken  not  to  camp  too  close  to  the  water, 
as  a  heavy  mist  usually  hangs  over  it  at  night  and 
is  apt  to  bring  on  fever. 

The  first  river  we  came  across  on  leaving  Salisbury 
was  the  Gwebe,  near  Mount  Hampden.  This  holds 
good  fish.  The  next  big  river,  and  the  best  we  saw, 
was  the  Hunyani.  It  is  a  fine  river,  clear,  with  nice 
stretches  of  shallows,  also  long  and  deep  pools.  At 
the  point  we  crossed  it  was  about  100yds.  wide,  and 
when  the  wet  season  is  on  it  rises  40ft.  or  more. 
We  crossed  near  the  B.  S.  A.  P.  camp  at  Sinoia. 
Here  we  stayed  three  days,  and  although  I  could 
not  fish  I  saw  some  good  ones.  In  a  small  spruit 
near  the  camp  I  saw  one  hole  fairly  alive  with  fish, 
which  appeared  to  be  very  much  like  roach,  and 
varied  from  3oz.  or  4oz.  to  near  1  lb.  Near  this  camp 
are  situated  the  Sinoia  Caves,  which  are  described 
in  one  of  Rider  Haggard's  books  (I  think  "  King 
Solomon's  Mines").  The  fish  which  seem  to  be, 
most  common  in  Rhodesia,  and  in  fact  in  all  South 
African  Rivers,  are  barber,  yellow  fish,  and  perch. 
Tlie  two  former  are  reported  to  grow  to  a  tremen- 
dous size  ;  although  I  saw  none  exceeding  81b.  or  91b., 
I  can  quite  believe  some  of  the  rivers  hold  much 
larger  fish.  I  once  read  of  a  Dutchman  who  went 
fishing  somewhere  in  the  Transvaal,  and  he  hooked 
a  big  barber  which  eventually  pulled  him  into  the 
river.  I  think  it  is  only  a  fisherman's  yarn.  I  don't 
think  any  self-respecting  Africander  Dutchman 
would  allow  himself  to  be  dragged  within  a  dozen 
yards  of  water,  especially  if  there  was  any  soap  in 
the  vicinity.  From  what  I  saw  of  them  they  do, 
not  believe  in  water  for  external  use. 

We  arrived  back  in  Marandellas  on  Aug.  12.  after 
spending  two  days  in  Sahsbuiy.  where  we  were  mag- 
nificently entertained  by  the  residents.  On  Aug.  2.5 
we  moved  off  towai'ds  Buluwayo,  which  wc  reached 
on  Sept.  26.  the  distance  b?ing  just  a  trifle  over 
300  miles.  (The  mule  coaches  do  it  in  about  three; 
and  a  half  days,  going  night  and  day,  relays  about 
every  ten  miles.)  On  this  trek  the  rivers  and 
spruits  were  not  quite  so  plentiful,  but  as  I  had  my 
tackle  once  again  I  was  happy.  The  firet  river  of 
any  note  was  the  Sebakwe.  and  I  had  two  days' 
good  fishing.  I  borrowed  one  of  our  drivers'  whip- 
stocks,  about  lift,  long,  and  whipped  on  a  few 
rings,  also  my  reel,  and  sallied  forth  upstream, 
taking  a  comrade  as  bait  catcher,  which  now  con- 
sisted of  grasshoppers  and  crickets.  I  found 
likely  pool,  and  was  soon  busy.  I  got  some  good 
perch  and  yellow  fish,  the  former  averaging  21b.  a; 
the  latter  about  31b.  I  had  to  keep  leaving 
fishing  to  assist  in  the  bait-catching,  and  found 
more  difficult.  The  first  day  I  fished  until  sunse 
and  had  a  good  bag.    On  reaching  camp  I  foua 
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several  of  my  comrades  had  been  angling  in  the 
shallow  water  near  the  ford,  and  using  bent  pins  for 
hooks  had  got  a  lot  of  fish  as  big  as  sprats.  I  went 
down  to  the  ford  after  sunset,  and  could  hear  the 
fish  flopping  about  in  all  directions.  The  water 
seemed  fairly  aUve  with  them.  On  the  second  day 
I  was  off  early,  and  was  more  fortunate  with  my 
bait  supply.  The  previous  evening  the  sky  was 
almost  blotted  out  by  a  flight  of  locusts,  and  every 
tree  was  covered  with  them,  as  also  was  every  bit  of 
bush  and  grass.  The  bush  had  been  on  fire,  and 
several  big  standing  trees  were  smouldering  and 
occasionally  breaking  out  into  flames,  which  no 
doubt  attracted  the  locusts,  for  I  found  hundreds 
lying  dead  and  some  crawhng  about  underneath 
them  with  singed  wings.  These  I  used  for  bait,  and 
found  them  take  well.  I  went  to  the  same  place  as 
before,  and  was  soon  at  work  amongst  the  perch. 
After  a  time  I  had  a  break,  and  one  got  away  with 
my  gut  trace  and  float.  While  I  had  him  on  the 
water  seemed  aUve  with  fish  :  every  way  he  darted 
they  followed  suit,  until  he  broke  me  ;  then  they 
disappeared.  I  rigged  up  another  bottom  and 
moved  higher  up.  and  was  soon  busy  amongst  the 
yellow  fish,  and  had  a  very  fair  take.  A  comrade 
was  fishing  a  pool  just  below,  and  was  taking  barber 
and  a  few  yellow  fish.  His  barber  ranged  up  to 
about  41b.  Eventually  the  sun  got  too  much  for 
me,  so  I  walked  by  the  river  towards  camp.  On  my 
way  I  came  to  a  long  pool,  as  near  as  I  could  guess 
about  15ft.  deep  and  about  40ft.  wide.  There  were 
plenty  of  locusts  flying  about,  and  now  and  then 
one  would  aUght  on  the  water  and  commence 
fluttering  about.  Presently  a  big  splash,  and  no 
locust,  and  as  the  niggers  said,  "  him  feenish  boss." 
I  could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  have  another 
go,  so  I  caught  a  locust  and  whipped  him  on  to  the 
shank  of  my  hook,  leaving  his  wings  loose,  and  cast 
out  as  far  as  I  could,  but  it  was  not  quite  good 
enough,  for  they  would  not  take  it.  Eventually  I 
gave  it  up  as  a  bad  job.  I  was  quite  tired  of  wield- 
ing the  whip-stock.  I  am  confident,  however,  a 
fly  fisher  (which  I  regret  to  say  I  am  not)  with 
proper  tackle  and  suitable  flies  would  have  taken 
considerably  more  than  he  could  have  carried  away. 


Tlie  fish  (yellow  fish)  rose  well,  and  I  should  put 
them  at  51b.  or  61b.  each  on  the  average. 

Apart  from  fishing,  Rhodesia  is  a  perfect  paradise 
for  sport.  There  is  any  amount  of  buck — water, 
duiker,  spring,  tsessaby,  hartebeest,  koodoo,  and 
other  varieties  too  numerous  to  mention.  Hares 
are  common  ;  partridges,  paan  (a  kind  of  bustard), 
guinea-fowl,  pigeons,  etc.,  are  to  be  come  across 
almost  every  day,  and  upon  our  trek  from  Maran- 
dellas  to  Buluwayo,  also  from  SaUsbury  north, 
hardly  a  day  passed  but  we  had  a  fair  amount  of 
fresh  meat  brought  into  camp  by  some  of  our  party, 
and  it  was  quite  an  appreciable  change  from  tinned 
stuff. 

At  one  outspan,  "  Lallah  Panza  "  (which  means  in 
EngUsh  "  rest  on  the  ground,"  and  which  derives 
its  name  from  the  fact  that  during  the  rainy  season 
the  transport  waggons  often  sink  so  deep  that  the 
bodies  of  the  waggons  "  rest  on  the  ground  "),  the 
spruit  was  nearly  dry  and  the  water  green.  I 
fetched  a  kettleful  for  the  purpose  of  making  tea, 
and  when  I  proceeded  to  put  in  the  tea  I  was  sur- 
prised to  see  a  number  of  fish  about  2in.  long 
swirUng  about  in  the  boiling  water.  Looking  at  the 
water  one  could  hardly  imagine  anything  in  the  fish 
line  existing  in  such  foul  stuff  ;  but  I  was  assured 
that  out  of  such  spruits  big  barber  were  very  often 
taken,  going  as  much  as  61b. 

The  next  river  of  any  note  after  Sebakwe  was  the 
Gwelo  River,  which  contains  the  same  varieties  as 
the  other  rivers.  The  next  river  to  this  was  the 
Que  Que,  which  was  nearly  dried  up,  only  pools 
remaining.  We  only  got  a  few  barber  here.  A  few 
miles  further  on  we  passed  a  much  better-looking 
stream,  clear,  and  a  good  volume  of  water  coming 
down,  but  as  we  outspanned  too  far  away  I  was 
unable  to  give  it  a  trial.  We  reached  the  Shangani 
on  Sept.  19,  and  I  must  say  I  was  greatly  dis- 
appointed. I  had  heard  so  much  about  it,  and 
expected  to  find  a  big  rushing  river,  but  we  crossed 
it  dry  shod.  The  river-bed  was  wide,  and  in  the 
wet  season  it  will  be  a  fine  river,  but  at  the  time  of 
our  passing  it  was  a  series  of  big  pools  and  very  clear. 
The  stream  flowed  very  slowly  owing  to  it  having 
to  filter  through  the  sand  at  the  dry  places.    I  did 


not  fish  here  as  I  had  a  touch  of  dysentery,  but  I  sat 
and  watched  the  fish  moving  leisurely  up  and  down. 
Some  were  very  much  likt;  a  chub  in  appearance, 
and  ran  to  2Ib.  or  31b.  Our  fellows  were  bathing 
within  a  few  yard.s  of  them,  but  they  seemed  in  no 
way  frightened.  The  next  river  was  the  Bambezi, 
and  was  practically  in  the  same  condition  as  the 
Shangani,  but  not  sucli  a  wide  river.  The  last  we 
crossed  before  reaching  Buluwayo  was  the  Umguza, 
nine  miles  out.  This  was  simply  a  series  of  big 
pools,  but  our  fellows  got  some  big  barber  up  to 
4^  lb.  Partridges  and  hares  were  very  thick  on  the 
ground  here.  My  fishing  practically  ended  here,  for 
although  we  stayed  in  Buluwayo  for  six  weeks,  I 
never  saw  any  water  worth  sampling ;  but  there 
must  be  some  near,  as  I  saw  here  the  only  fishing- 
tackle  shop  during  my  trip.  We  left  Buluwayo  in 
November,  about  the  middle  of  the  month,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  De  Aar.  On  our  way  down  we  crossed 
the  Modder  River,  also  the  Orange  River,  the  latter 
being  a  particularly  fine  river,  especially  when  in 
flood,  and  I  was  given  to  understand  contains  some 
fine  yellow  fish.  Upon  the  two  or  three  occasions  I 
saw  it  it  looked  about  as  much  like  a  river  of  coffee 
as  anything  I  can  imagine.  The  Sea  Cow  River,  a 
tributary,  near  to  Colesberg,  is  not  bad,  as  also  is 
the  Karbonaatjes  River,  another  tributary,  near  to 
Petrusville.  These  are  easily  reached  from  De  Aar, 
and  there  are  also  smaller  rivers  in  the  vicinity.  I 
was  for  some  time  along  the  Great  Fish  River,  and 
saw  plenty  of  fish,  but  nothing  big,  but  I  under- 
stand they  are  there.  The  water  was  rather  dis- 
coloured when  I  saw  it,  so  that  I  could  only  see  fish 
in  the  shallower  parts.  There  are  plenty  of  other 
smaller  rivers  I  could  mention,  but  it  would  be 
a  repetition  of  what  I  have  said  about  the 
others. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  thoroughly  recommend  any- 
one with  time,  incUnation,  and,  last  but  not  least, 
means,  to  take  a  trip  out,  for  not  only  will  they  be 
provided  with  plenty  of  sport,  but  their  health  will 
be  greatly  benefited.  The  cUmate  is  beautiful,  and 
some  of  the  scenery  is  grand.  My  one  regret  is  that 
my  means  will  not  permit  of  my  trekking  back 
again  for  an  indefinite  time.  Jenky. 
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Polborough  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  5s.  (By 

Eldridge's  Excursions,  33.  6d.). 
BADLETT  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 
RADLEY,  li,  Berks,  58}  ;  6s.  2d. 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  .3s.  9d. 
Bed  Hill  (Lakes),  C  K,  Surrey,  20} ;  2s. 
RiOKMAtKWORTH  (Colne),  HI,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 
Roydon  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 


RUDGWIOK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  2d. 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19  ;  Is.  8d. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20  ;  2s.  Id 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70}  ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  201 ;  Is.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  51}  ;  5s.  5d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E  Beds,  44  ;  43.  7d. 
Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29 ;  2s  3}d 
Selham  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58  ;  5s.  6d. 
Shalfoud  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41 ;  3s.  2d. 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55  ;  5s.  9d. 
Shepford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  5s. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ;  4s.  5}d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  201 ;  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18}.;  23. 
Shiplake  (Thames),  B,  O.xford,  35}  ;  33.  7d. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18} ;  Is.  lid. 
Southmin.'WER,  a,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19} ;  2s. 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  291 ;  2s.  6}d. 
Stanstead  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37 ;  33.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  5S}  ;  4s.  H}d. 
Sunbury  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Tapluw  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22}  ;  23.  4d. 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  471 ;  4s.  lid. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49}  ;  5s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A.  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  3}d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  Ss. 
Tilehurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  4s.  Id. 
Tonbridqe  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  33.  3d. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31}  ;  3s.  4d. 
TWYKORD  ('Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d. 
I'XBRIDGE  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  15}  ;  Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23  ;  2s.  6d. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (f^ea).  A,  Herts,  22}  ;  Is.  lid. 
Warqrave,  B,  Berks,  33  ;  3s.  5d. 
Waterbeach  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  5s.  2d. 
Wateringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46  ;  43. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  33}  ;  3s.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13}  ;  Is.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45  ;  43.  8d. 
WEST  Mill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32}  ;  2s.  9}d. 
Weybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  2s. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49  ;  4s.  2d. 
WlOKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  23.  2d. 
WIDFORD  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  211 ;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39  ;  3s.  31d. 
Woking  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  24}: 
2s.  6d. 

WooDHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7d. 
Wraysbury  (Thames  &  Colne),  D,  Bucks,  2H ; 
2s.  3d. 

Wroxham  (Broads,  <fec.).  A,  Norfolk,  122};  Us. 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 
Wye  (Stour).  C,  60}  ;  6s. 
Yaldinq  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  33}  ;  43. 
Yarmouth  (Bure,  &c.),  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lis. 
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FISHING  ON  EOGUE  EIVER. 
By  W,  T.  Church. 

The  Rogue  River  finds  its  Bource  near  Crater 
Lake,  in  Klamath  County,  south-western  Oregon. 
From  the  southern  confines  of  a  great  forest  reserve, 
its  tortuous  course  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  winds 
between  the  Cascade,  Siskiyou,  and  the  rough 
Rogue  River  Mountains  of  the  coast  range.  Travel- 
ling north  on  the  Shasta  route,  the  first  view  of  it 
is  obtained  shortly  after  leaving  the  town  of  Tolo ; 
and  for  twenty-five  miles  the  locomotive  races  with 
the  swift  river,  until,  at  Grant's  Pass,  both  sweep 
through  the  mountain  gateway  chiselled  out  by  the 
restless  currents  that  now,  in  Nature's  generosity, 
share  their  right  of  way  with  the  steam  car's  iron- 
bound  trail.  Here,  on  an  August  evening  during 
1902,  aUghted  three  fishermen  of  the  Grand  Rapids 
and  Chicago  Fly- Casting  Clubs,  and  speedily  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  one  who  is  reputed  to  be  the 
most  expert  salmon  taker  of  that  vicinityj  The 
river  is  a  raging  mountain  stream,  too  deep  and 
strong  of  current  for  continuous  wading,  although 
there  ate  many  stretches  where  one  can  get  into 
the  water  with  more  or  less  safety.  Much  of  its 
bottom  is  of  a  formation  like  concrete,  worn  out  in 
crevasses  and  shelves,  upon  which  a  spoon  or  fly,  if 
permitted  to  sink,  will  catch  and  hold  until  broken. 
In  the  stream  are  abundant  cut-throat,  steelhead 
and  rainbow  trout,  ranging  from  small  fry  to  31b.  or 
41b.  in  weight;  and  fish  of  71b,  are  reported  to 
have  been  taken. 

It  is  also  a  salmon  river,  and  up  its  waters  from 
the  ocean  come  the  great  Chinooks,  weighing  from 
twenty  to  sixty  pounds,  and  the  lesser  blue-backed 
salmon,  called  by  the  local  fishermen  "  forked-tails," 
to  spawn  and  die  in  its  upper  riffles.  The  salmon 
enter  the  fresh  water  strong,  active,  beautiful 
fish,  and  are  taken  on  the  runs  by  all  sorts  of 
means  by  meat  and  market  hunters.  Nets,  spears, 
guns,  pitchforks,  and,  I  suspect,  dynamite,  aid  in 
their  destruction.  They  feed  little  if  at  all  after 
leaving  salt  water,  but  will  strike  at  a  bright 
attractive  lure.  Large  brass  spoons  of  the  "  wob- 
bler --  style,  as  well  as  the  "  spinners  "  having  two 
plain  hooks  on  a  looped  shank,  or  a  single  hook 
attached  with  a  heavy  linen  snood  the  length  of 
the  spoon,  so  that  the  hook  swings  freely  behind, 
are  the  most  effective  with  local  fishermen  who 
seek  some  degree  of  sport  as  well  as  fish.  A  few 
use  the  fly — Professors  and  Royal  Coachman  tied 
on  No.  2  hooks  are  the  favourites. 

On  the  morning  after  our  arrival,  in  company 
with  our  new  acquaintance,  we  took  to  the  stream 
below  the  town.  It  had  been  persistently  fished 
there,  but  a  few  trout  responded  to  our  efforts 
with  the  fly-rod.  Later,  on  a  long  riffle,  merging 
gradually  into  a  deep  reach  over  "cement" 
bottom,  with  rocky  bluffs  on  the  south  bank,  we 
found  salmon  and  lost  our  heads.  Our  volunteer 
guide  went  after  them  with  a  huge  brass  spoon, 
sixty  feet  of  heavy  linen  Une,  and  twenty  feet  of 
cane  pole.  We,  fresh  from  the  San  Francisco 
tournament,  tried  our  largest  spoons,  and  weighted 
flies  cast  from  our  bait-rods,  as  we  carried  both 
bait  and  fly  rods  on  this  stream.  The  fish  were 
breaking  water  constantly,  and  playing  on  the 
surface  so  vigorously  as  to  greatly  excite  us;  but 
we  were  told  soon  that  when  salmon  were  jumping 
in  this  river  they  could  not  be  induced  to  strike. 
However,  this  was  our  first  day  on  a  salmon 
stream,  and  we  did  not  propose  to  quit. 

There  were  eight  or  ten  huge  fish  in  the  air  at 
once.  Bluebacks  were  leaping  and  churning  the 
water  into  foam.  Here  and  there  a  great  Chinook 
would  shake  the  water  from  his  his  silvery  sides 
and  then  rush  one  hundred  yards  on  its  surface 
with  the  speed  of  an  express  train.  Here,  before 
our  uninitiated  eyes,  on  a  watery  arena,  under  the 
blue  tent  of  an  Oregonian  sky,  supported  on  all 
sides  by  walls  of  green  mountains,  was  being 
performed  a  piscatorial  circus,  novel  to  us  as 
Barnum's  shows  to  a  six-year-old. 

The  fish  were  in  the  deeper  water,  near  the 
farther  bank,  and  beyond  the  reach  even  of  my 
long-distance  friends.  We  had  to  get  into  the 
ring,  and  there  was  an  "  only  way."  So  we  took 
to  the  riffle,  and  by  a  quartering  wade  upstream 
for  nearly  half  a  mile,  and  with  the  aid  of  poles 
carried  from  the  shore,  bracing  ourselves  in  the 
worst  places  for  each  forward  step,  we  three  suc- 
ceeded in  crossing  without  getting  wet  more  than 
six  inches  above  our  wading  boots.  The  first  man 
who  broke  through  the  tangle  of  undergrowth  on 


the  bluff  and  climbed  down  to  the  pool  quickly 
landed  three  bluebacks  of  over  6lb.  each,  taken  on 
a  large  Silver  Doctor  and  spoon.  Then  the  striking 
stopped.  Not  another  salmon  could  be  taken  or 
hooked,  although  the  circus  and  our  casting  per- 
formance continued  simultaneously  'for  another 
hour,  probably  to  the  mutual  delight  of  the  fish 
and  ourselves.- 

On  the  following  morning  we  started  up  the 
river:  Above  Woodville,  where  the  narrow  valley 
broadens  sufficiently  to  admit  of  a  strip  of  bottom- 
land on  either  side  of  the  river  for  a  short  distance, 
we  made  our  first  stop  to  fish  a  big  bend  below  the 
mouth  of  Yard's  Creek.  It  was  decided  that  one 
of  us  should  tackle  the  trout  proposition  and  the 
other  two  should  devote  their  efforts  to  the  capture 
of  the  greater  salmon.  Here  again  much  of  the 
stream  was  bottomed  with  treacherous  concrete. 
Above  the  long  pool  was  a  riffle,  shallow  in  mid- 
current,  with  a  gravelly  bed,  and  by  a  ijeculiar 
formation  having  deeper  water  near  either  bank. 
From  a  position  in  the  middle  of  this  riffle  the  flies 
could  be  comfortably  cast  to  the  dark  eddies  under 
the  overhanging  rocks  on  the  south  bank.-  Here  the 
trout  were  breaking  water  in  (great  numbers,  and 
showed  a  decided  eagerness  for  the  Professor, 
Royal  Coachman,  and  Grey  Hackle  Yellow. 
Doubles  and  singles  were  captured  as  fast  as  they 
could  be  hooked,  played,  and  netted.  Once,  while 
the  fisherman  was  endeavouring  to  let  down  into 
the  landing-net  two  lively  cut-throats,  each  of 
which,  aided  by  the  swift  current,  displayed  such 
an  aversion  to  the  other's  company  that  he  per- 
sisted in  jumping  out  of  the  net  while  his  fellow 
was  being  guided  in,  a  huge  Chinook  added  to  the 
perplexity  of  the  situation  by  making  a  rush  for 
the  rod  wielder's  legs.  Within  a  distance  of  four 
feet  he  sheered  off  and  began  to  climb  the  savage 
waters  with  the  ease  of  a  bob  sled  coasting  down 
hill.  A  basket  of  steelheads,  cut-throats,  and  rain- 
bows satisfied  the  one  deputised  to  do  the  trout ; 
and  salmon  refusing  to  make  their  presence  known 
near  by,  we  proceeded  to  locate  a  famous  pool  one 
and  a  half  miles  west  of  Woodville. 

Our  first  casts  here  were  on  a  raging  rapid, 
breaking  over  large  boulders.  Some  heavy,  splen- 
did rainbows  were  added  to  our  catch.  Below  the 
rapids  the  river  was  compressed  between  low 
bluffs  coming  to  the  water's  edge,  forming  a  deep, 
narrow  run  and  cutting  off  all  chance  of  a  back 
cast  with  a  fly-rod.  The  Chinook  salmon  were 
there,  however,  and  the  first  trial  for  one  fell  to 
our  companion  from  Grand  Rapids.  His  bait-rod 
was  armed  with  a  Burtis  bait  of  the  Silver  Doctor 
pattern,  and  climbing  around  the  jutting  corner  of 
the  cliff  to  a  flat  rock  that  lay  at  its  base,  he  began 
to  fish  the  upper  end  of  the  run  in  a  careful  and 
systematic  manner,  casting  just  beyond  the  open- 
ings between  the  large  rocks  at  the  foot  of  the 
rapid  through  which  the  fish  must  necessarily  pass 
on  their  way  upstream.  In  a  few  minutes,  as  the 
lure  coming  in  was  passing  the  mouth  of  such  an 
opening,  it  was  taken  with  such  force  and  prompt- 
ness as  to  dislodge  the  angler's  hand  from  the  reel 
and  cause  it  to  overrun  and  back  lash  fifty  yards 
of  line,  fuzzing  it  up  like  a  loose  yarn  ball.  A 
quick  recovery  and  a  strike  brought  a  great 
Chinook  out  of  the  water.  More  than  his  own 
length  did  he  throw  his  four  feet  of  silvery  sides 
into  the  August  sunshine.  While  the  fisherman 
frantically  picked  out  the  snarl,  the  fish  shook 
himself  and  leaped,  time  after  time.  Then,  just  as 
the  reel  was  free,  he  rushed  downstream  with 
furious  speed,  the  gay  fly  in  his  jaw  and  his  back 
cutting  a  wake  in  the  surface  of  the  water  like  a 
miniature  torpedo  boat  destroyer.  Into  the  air  he 
leaped.  Upstream  and  down  he  rushed.  Long 
and  strenuous  was  the  fight  he  put  up.-  But  after 
his  stubborn  and  valiant  struggle  he  succumbed  to 
good  tackle  and  superior  skill,  meeting  a  happier 
end  than  would  have  been  his  lot  in  the  headwaters 
of  the  Rogue.- 

The  salmon  once  hooked  in  this  river  is  a  game 
fish  of  high  degree.  He  is  also  a  past  master  in 
the  art  of  tackle  smashing.  Strong  lines  and  rods 
of  endurance,  handled  with  skill,  alone  can  cope 
successfully  with  him.-  If  gut  is  used  it  should  be 
tripled.  The  flies  must  be  large  and  gaudy  to 
induce  him  to  strike.  His  taking  of  a  lure  is  really 
a  strike,  and  not  a  rise  like  that  of  the  trout.  I 
have  not  seen  him  take  a  fly  or  spoon  on  the 
surface,  but  only  when  submerged. 

From  the  village  of  Gold  Hill  the  upstream 
course  of  the  river  is  almost  due  north  for  a  mile 
and  a  half,  and  this  is  a  most  excellent  piece  of 


salmon  water.-  It  also  contains  large  rainbow 
trout.  Continuing  upstream,  on  the  easterly  bend, 
is  half  a  mile  of  good  fishing.  Opposite  the  station 
of  Tolo,  in  the  river,  is  an  island  of  considerable 
size,  with  a  succession  of  good  pools  for  a  mile 
below,-  One  mile  above  the  island  is  a  riffle  where 
many  good  fish  may  be  taken.  Old  Jackson's  place 
is  about  three  miles  up  the  river  from  the  mouth  of 
Little  Butte  Creek.  At  this  point  and  for  five  miles 
upstream  are  the  finest  trout  pools  on  the  river.: 
The  fish  are  plentiful  and  average  of  very  largo 
size.  They  are  of  the  rainbow,  steelhead,  and  cut- 
throat varieties,  with  the  latter  predominating  in 
numbers,  the  rainbows  excelling  in  size  and,  as 
everywhere,  in  gaminess.  This  grand  river  may  be 
fished  with  new  delight,  on  each  succeeding  day, 
until  the  angler  is  lost  in  the  heights  of  the  beauti- 
ful cascades,  where  the  streams  are  bridgeless,  where 
no  railways  disfigure  the  valleys  and  canons,  and 
no  axe  mars  the  splendid  forests  of  the  mountain 
reserve. 

Grant's  Pass  should  be  the  first  stopping  place 
of  the  stranger  who  wishes  to  visit  the  Rogue 
River.  It  is  beautifully  situated  between  the  con- 
verging chains  of  pine-clad  mountains.  Excellent 
accommodation  may  be  had  at  the  Josephine 
Hotel.  Mine  host's  name  is  Good ;  and  he  knows 
how  to  run  a  house  worthy  of  his  name.  There, 
too,  one  can  learn  the  best  routes  to  the  fine 
fishing  waters  above;  find  outfits  and  guides  for 
any  proposed  trip  to  river  or  mountains ;  and  hear 
strange  tales  of  the  wild,  unsurveyed  territory  to 
the  west,  where  the  country  is  so  rough  that  the 
trail  is  exhausting,  nay,  even  killing,  they  say,  to 
any  but  the  most  seasoned  mountaineers.  In  the 
ferocious  caiions  of  the  lower  Rogue  and  its 
raging  tributary,  the  Illinois,  bears  are  the  only 
fishermen  who  take  salmon  and  trout  from  the 
lonely  waters.  Vast  numbers  of  black-tailed  deer 
feed  in  the  scant  parks  and  bound  in  undisturbed 
freedom  over  the  broken  hills.  Herds  of  majestic 
elks  roam  even  to  within  the  sound  of  the  great 
Pacific's  breakers,  protected  by  a  stronger  guardian 
than  laws  or  game  wardens — the  natural  physical 
wickedness  of  the  country  itself, — American  Field. 


FEE SH- WATER  AQUAEIA.* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C.: 


{Continued  from  page  10.) 

CHAPTER  XII.— continued: 

Their  habit  of  continually  moving  in  either 
curves  or  circles  has  given  them  the  generic  name  of 
Gyrinus,  and  the  more  familiar  ones  of  "  Whirligigs  " 
and  "  Whirlwigs,"  and  the  sheen  of  their  elytra  has 
also  caused  them  to  be  called,  most  appropriately, 
"  Shiners."  These  beetles  are  gregarious,  and  are 
generally  seen  together  in  numbers  ranging  from 
ten  to  thirty,  and  this  custom  of  theirs  should  be 
remembered  by  those  who  intend  to  keep  them  in 
confinement.  The  genus  Gyrinus  contains  about 
five  British  species,  the  members  of  which  are  in 
shape  either  ovate  or  oblong-ovate,  and  in  size  vary 
from  |in.  to  a  Uttle  more  than  Jin.  Their  elytra, 
which  are  very  glossy  and  are  turned  a  little  under 
the  body  at  their  edges,  do  not  reach  to  the  apex  of 
the  abdomen,  and  their  antennae  are  short  and 
thick.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  posterior  legs  of 
most  other  aquatic  beetles  are  the  longest ;  but  in 
the  case  of  the  Gyrinida;  the  anterior  legs  are  of  the 
greatest  length,  while  their  others  are  very  short 
and  strong,  and  at  the  extremities  rather  fin-like. 
The  "  Whirligigs "  use  their  long  fore-legs  for 
seizing  and  holding  their  prey,  and  also,  it  is  said, 
for  directing  their  way  upon  the  surface  of  the 
water.  The  eyes  of  these  insects  are  most  curious 
and  interesting.  Each  eye.  so  to  speak,  is  divided 
into  two  by  a  partition,  in  which  an  antenna  is 
fixed.  The  upper  of  the  two  eyes  thus  formed  is 
used  for  looking  at  objects  above  the  surface  of  the 
water,  and  the  lower  for  those  beneath  it.  This 
accounts  for  their  extraordinary  quickness  of  sight, 
which  anyone  can  prove  for  himself  by  trying  to 
catch  them  in  a  net.  These  active  and  alert  Uttle 
beetles  dive  under  the  water  at  the  sUghtest  appear- 
ance of  danger  from  above,  often  coming  up  again 
beneath  some  flat  floating  leaves.    They  vnVi  also 


*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
GUI. 
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thus  hide  below  pieces  of  paper  placed  upon  the 
surface  of  the  water  of  the  aquarium. 

The  Gyrinidaj  are  very  good  fliers,  and  therefore 
the  tank  in  which  they  are  confined  should  be  care- 
fully covered.  In  captivity  these  beetles,  which  are 
not  great  eaters,  may  be  fed  upon  pieces  of  raw 
meat,  water  and  garden  worms,  or  house-flies  killed 
and  placed  upon  the  water.  While  watching  the 
quick  and  intricate  movements  of  the  "  Whirligigs  " 
upon  the  water,  one  wonders  how  they  are  always 
able  to  avoid  colliding ;  and  they  travel  with  such 
rapidity  that  it  is  difiicult  to  follow  them  with  the 
eye  and  see  how  they  steer  themselves.  Mr.  H.  W. 
Bates,  wTiting  in  Cassell's  "  Natural  History,"  while 
speaking  of  their  gyrations,  says  :  "  The  two  hinder 
pairs  of  legs  are  extremely  short,  broad,  com- 
pressed— modified,  in  fact — to  suit  their  extra- 
ordinary mode  of  locomotion — a  rapid  skimming  in 
curves  or  circles  over  the  surface  of  the  water.  The 
rapid  forward  motion  is  produced  by  the  quick  fore 
and  aft  movement  of  these  strong  and  well-knit 
members,  and  the  curves  by  the  long  anterior  legs, 
which,  usually  kept  folded  under  the  breast,  are 
jerked  out  one  at  a  time,  so  as  to  change  the  straight 
line  of  progression  into  a  curve."  The  GyrinidsB  lay 
their  cylindrical  eggs  (which  hatch  in  about  a  week) 
end  to  end  upon  water-plants.  The  larvas  look 
somewhat  like  aquatic  centipedes,  owing  to  the  fila- 
mentary appsndages  which  are  fixed  to  the  abdo- 
minal segments  of  their  bodies.  These  appendages 
are  hollow,  and  are  used  for  respiration.  When  the 
larwae  are  ready  to  assume  the  pupal  state,  they 
ascend  the  stalk  of  some  aquatic  plant,  and  then, 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  spin  a  cocoon,  from 
which  they  emerge  in  about  a  month  perfect 
"Whirligigs."  These  larvae,  which  seem  to  be 
rather  hardier  than  those  of  other  aquatic  beetles, 
can  easily  be  kept  in  confinement.  Small  aquatic 
animal  life,  water-worms,  and  the  fry  of  molluscs 
form  their  best  food. 

Gyrinns  natdtur  (Fig.  157),  which  is  about  the 


Fia.  157.    Gyrinus  natatoe. 

commone.st  of  the  Gyrini,  is  ovate  and  convex  in 
shape,  and  very  glossy  bluish-black  in  colour.  The 
edges  of  its  elytra,  which  are  turned  a  little  under  the 
body,  are  red,  and  the  whole  insect  measures  about 
iin.  in  length. 

Gyrinus  bicolor  (Fig.  158)  is  more  oblong  in  shape 


Fig.  158.    Gyrinus  bicolob  (enlarged). 

than  the  preceding  species,  and  is  of  a  glossier 
bliiish-black  colour.  The  reflected  edges  of  the 
elytra,  middle  of  the  breast,  and  legs  are  reddish. 
This  insect,  which  is  a  little  longer  than  0.  natator, 
is  generally  found  in  rather  brackish  water. 

Orertochilua  viUosus  is  the  only  species  which 
belongs  to  this  genus.  It  is  so  covered  with  short 
baira  that  it  has  a  much  less  glossy  appearance  than 


the  rest  of  its  relatives.  This  hirsute  peculiarity 
has  given  it  its  specific  name.  The  ui)per  part  of 
the  body  of  this  curious  insect  is  of  a  dull,  brassy- 
black  colour  and  the  lower  red.  The  beetle  is  about 
\h\.  in  length  and  oblong  in  shape.  It  is  found 
(though  not  very  abundantly)  in  difl'ercnt  parts  of 
England.  Unlike  the  Gyrini,  it  prefers  to  sport 
upon  the  water  in  the  dark,  and  not  during  sun- 
shine. In  the  daytime  it  hides  under  the  banks  or 
suitable  weeds. 

The  family  Hydro philidce  of  aquatic  Coleoptera. 
whose  members  are  to  a  great  extent  herbivorous, 
contains  thirteen  genera,  of  which  the  most  interest- 
ing and  imjiortant  is  Hydrophilus  piceus  (e,  Fig. 
159).  This  very  handsome  and  gentle  beetle  is  as 
well  suited  for  the  aquarium  as  any  yet  described, 
and  as  it  is  about  IJin.  in  length,  it  is  one  of  the 
largest  of  the  British  coleoptera. 

Two  of  the  more  apparent  differences  between 
the  HydropMlidce  and  the  Dytiscidm  have  already 
been  referred  to,  and  they  will  be  of  much  help  in 
distinguishing  the  members  of  the  two  families. 

This  beetle  and  D.  marginalis,  or  any  of  the 
latter's  near  relatives,  should  never  be  put  together 
in  the  same  vessel,  for  the  larger  insect  would  almost 
certainly  sooner  or  later  be  devoured  by  the  smaller. 

H.  piceus  has  frequently  been  called  the  "  Harm- 
less Water- Beetle,"  but  it  does  not  altogether 
deserve  the  name,  for  it  will  be  quite  as  unwise  to 
place  tliis  large  herbivorous  insect  among  useful  or 
choice  aquatic  plants  as  it  would  be  to  associate  an 
unfed  D.  marginalis  with  fish  and  other  defenceless 
animals.  Though  H.  piceus  will  not  as  a  rule  hurt 
any  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  ordinary  aquarium,  it 
will  be  more  interesting  in  a  separate  tank,  where 
it  can  lead  the  retired  life  it  loves  among  the  plants 
it  feeds  upon.  As  H.  piceus  has  no  need  to  pursue 
its  food,  it  is  only  adapted  for  travelling  somewhat 
slowly  through  the  water  by  the  alternate  move- 
ments of  its  legs.    It  spends  a  great  portion  of  its 


most,  and  is  attached  by  the  Vjoetle  to  some  portiori 
of  an  aquatic  plant  which  is  upon  the  surface  (/,  Fig. 
159).  The  spike  or  horn-like  part,  which  is  hollow, 
rises  above  the  water,  and  thus  admits  air  to  the 
interior  of  the  sac.  The  insect  is  sometimes  able  to 
spin  her  cocoon  and  lay  her  eggs  within  three  hours. 

The  larvae,  although  their  parents  are  almost 
entirely  herbivorous,  are  carnivorous.  They  are 
great  eaters  and  quick  growers,  and  they  are  not  so 
long  in  the  larval  state  as  are  the  larvaj  of  the 
Dytisci,  but  arc  ready  to  become  pupa;  within  a 
few  weeks  from  the  time  they  arc  hatched,  if  they 
have  been  able  to  obtain  a  sufficiency  of  suitable 
food.  The  larva;  of  H.  piceus  are  very  difficult 
indeed  to  rear  from  the  egg  while  in  captivity. 
The  only  chance  of  doing  so  is  to  provide  them  with 
a  great  quantity  of  small  aquatic  animal  life,  and 
especially  the  fry  of  water-snails.  These  larvae, 
when  well  fed  and  full  grown  {a,  Fig.  159),  are 
longer  and  thicker  than  are  those  of  D.  marginalis 
under  similar  circumstances.  They  have  the  power 
of  moving  the  head,  apparently  with  great  ease,  in 
every  direction,  and  as  they  feed  upon  their  prey 
they  frequently  throw  their  heads  so  far  back  as  to 
rest  them  upon  their  backs.  These  larvae  must  be 
handled  with  great  gentleness  or  they  will  die. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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Fig.  159.    Hydrophilus  piceu.s 

u,  FiiU-gi'own  Larva;  6,  Egg-sac,  attixed  to  Atiuatic  Plant  ;  c,  E< 
Eggs  ;  d,  Young  LarviC  ;  e,  e,  Mature  Insects  ;  /,  Leaf  of 


time  either  at  rest  among  the  weeds  or  crawling  over 
them.  Though  this  beetle  is  generally  described  as 
herbivorous,  it  will  occasionally,  at  any  rate  while 
in  captivity,  partake  of  animal  food.  It  destroys  a 
great  deal  of  the  plant  upon  which  it  feeds,  and 
therefore  it  is  wise  to  provide  it  with  Anacharis  or 
some  other  quickly-growing  and  easily- obtained 
weed.  A  pair  of  these  beetles  will  live,  to  all 
appearance  perfectly  happy,  in  an  inverted  propa- 
gating glass  or  a  small  rectangular  tank,  well 
stocked  with  suitable  vegetation,  and  there  the 
female  will  very  likely  construct  her  nest  or  cocoon 
(b  and  c.  Fig.  159),  and  lay  her  eggs.  The  nest  is 
woven  by  the  help  of  two  small  spinnerets,  which 
are  placed  near  the  apex  of  the  abdomen  of  the 
insect ;  it  is  shaped  somewhat  like  an  ordinary 
retort.  This  egg-sac  is  formed  of  a  substance  which 
is  perfectly  impervious  to  water,  and  which  has 
rather  the  appearance  of  paper.  Inside  this  pouch, 
which  at  its  largest  part  is  about  ^^in.  in  diameter, 
eggs  to  the  number  of  fifty  or  sixty  are  enclosed,  and 
are  hatched,  according  to  the  temperature  of  the 
water,  in  about  six  weeks.  The  young  larva?  (d, 
I*ig.  159)  escape  through  the  bottom  of  the  sac,  and 
seem  from  the  first  to  be  quite  vigorous.  This  sac 
or  pouch  is  so  constructed  that  it  will  float  upon  the 
water  with  the  stem  or  horn-like  part  of  it  upper- 


At  Wednesday's  meeting  Mr.  Hyde  occupied 
the  chair.  Reports  from  the  society's  stations 
notified  much,  interruption  to  fishing  by  bad 
weather.  The  secretary  reported  that,  at  the 
instance  of  the  local  fishery  authorities,  a  fine  of  £5 
and  costs  had  been  enforced  upon  a  shrimper  at 
Rockferry,  Cheshire,  for  taking  immature  fLsh. 
Satisfaction  was  expressed  by  many  members  at 
this  evidence  of  increased  activity  on  the  pait  of 
the  Fishery  Commissioners.  Mr.  T,  Tucker,  jun., 
fishing  off  Kemp  Town, 
Brighton,  took  three  score 
dabs  of  good  size,  up  to 
lib.  Mr  D.  J.  S.  Colquhoun 
Kemp  opened  the  subject  of 
the  evening,  "Sport  and 
Sportsmen,"  by  reading  a 
paper.  Th3  sportsman  and 
his  sport,  he  declared,  had 
always  existed  with  all  th3 
liuman  race  in  all  parts  of  the 
world,  having,  doubtless,  its 
origin  in  the  need  for  meat, 
the  necessity  of  des(r  yirig 
predatory  animals,  and  crav- 
mg  for  amusement.  Of  spoit, 
no  less  than  eleven  cictionary 
definitions  were  supplied,  none 
of  them  satisfactory.  So  the 
speaker  contented  himself  by 
calfing  it  "  a  concrete  idea 
existing  in  all  minds  but  diffi- 
cult to  defins."  He  had, 
however,  no  c  itliculty  or  hesi- 
tation in  describing  the  spoi  ts- 
man,  and  this  was  the  best 
portion  of  an  interesting 
paper.  To  constitute  a  goofl 
sportsman  there  should  be 
personal  health  and  strengtli 
endure  considerable  fatigue, 
cheerfulness  of  disposition,  and  comprehensive 
knowledge  of  mankind,  an  acquaintance  with 
the  lower  orders  of  animal  life  and  their  habits 
and  instincts,  a  certain  amount  of  mechanical 
knowledge  that  he  may  devise  and  construct  his 
own  engines  of  sport,  some  surgical  aptitude  to  deal 
witli  accidents,  quick  perception,  rapid  concentra- 
tion of  thought  and  action,  patience,  equanimity, 
quiet  endurance,  good  nature  and  forbearance,  and 
last,  but  not  least,  coinage.  The  paper  had  the 
merit  of  evoking  full  discussion.  Mr.  Read  Clarke 
contended  that  sport  was  not  so  much  an  acquired 
cult — the  sportsman  being  born,  not  made.  Mr.  T. 
B.  Bates  urged  that  a  true  sportsman  pitted  him- 
self against  the  fish  and  should  always  give  it  a 
chance — use  great  skill  and  light  tackle,  even  if  he 
lose  the  fish.  Mr.  Nichols  urged  .the  element  of 
uncertainty  as  needful  in  good  sport — what  you 
get,  whether  you  get  it  doesn't  matter,  and  you 
don't  mind  losing  it.  Mr.  Minchin  loyally  in- 
stanced H.M.  the  King  as  the  true  sportsman 
from  his  boyhood.  The  true  sea  angler  goes 
for  game  fish  who  fight  hard  and  are  difficult 
to  catch,  such  as  the  bass,  poUack,  and 
mackerel— far  better  sport  than  catching  a  ton 
of  easily  caught  things.  He  did  not  exclude  long 
line  fishing  and  netting,  and  only  contended  that 
they  should  be  us^d,  not  for  purposes  of  destruction, 
but  for  the  pot.   Mr.  Parker  fished  for  pleasure,  and 


tg-sac  opened,  showing 
A(iuatic  Plant. 
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when  h3  caught  the  fish  he  was  pleased.  Mr.  Pickup 
urged  that  rivah'y  was  the  essence  of  sport — to  excel 
and  beat  another  man.  Mr.  Walter  Bates  attacked 
some  of  Mr.  Kemp's  limitations  of  sport,  and 
defended  the  action  of  the  rich  preserver  of 
game  and  fish  in  providing  sport  for  his  friends, 
and  claimed  for  them  the  honourable  title  of 
"sportsmen."  The  chairman,  in  calling  upon  Mr. 
Kemp  to  reply,  contended  that  an  excellent  day's 
sport  might  be  enjoyed  without  anything  to  show 
for  it,  instancing  an  occasion  when  big  game  hunting 
in  the  East — -a  ten-mile  stalk  to  get  witliin  shot  of 
his  quarry,  only  to  lose  it  by  the  crack  of  a  dry  stick, 
accidentally  trodden  on,  but  it  was  a  grand  day's 
sport.  Mr.  Kemp  repUed,  defending  his  views  witii 
customary  skill  and  great  courage,  enforcing 
upon  Mr.  Bates  his  dictum  that  a  huge  slaughter 
was  a  bad  sport,  not  sport  at  all.  An 
ordinary  meeting  was  announced  for  next  Wed- 
nesday with  music — no  programme.  Members' 
assistance  asked  for.  A  remarkably  fine  specimen 
of  the  scabbard  fish  was  exhibited  {Lepidopus 
argyreua) — the  ribband,  lath,  or  Deal  fish,  of  re- 
markable beauty,  its  small  scales  retaining  even  in 
death  the  richest  silver  sheen.  It  is  very  rarely  seen 
inEngland.  It  was  caught  oft  Corunna  by  a  trawler, 
and  secured  by  the  society's  agent  at  Milford  Haven. 
It  lives  at  great  depths,  its  large  eyes  bearing  wit- 
ness. In  1810  a  very  small  specimen  was  caught  at 
Slapton  and  sent  to  the  British  Museum.  Fine 
specimens  exceed  ten  feet  in  length  by  six  inches 
depth,  one  inch  thick.  A  large  specimen  was  once 
caught  on  the  coast  of  Devon.  This  one  will  follow 
the  giant  perch  sent  by  the  society  to  the  Natural 
History  Museum,  South  Kensington.  H.  P. 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  has 
been  exceptionally  clear,  and  fish  have  con- 
sequently been  very  shy  and  difficult  to  catch.  In 
regard  to  roach  fishing  I  have  had  a  few  up  to  lib., 
but  the  majority  did  not  average  ^Ib.  each.  The 
larger  fish  appear  to  have  worked  out  into  the 
stream,  which  is  still  very  strong,  and  might  be 
caught  by  legering  with  paste.  A  little  rain  which 
fell  on  Monday  night  soon  put  a  little  colour 
into  the  lower  reaches,  and  with  a  more  steady 
temperature  and  little  wind  sport  improved  later 
in  the  week.  But  very  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
so  that  there  has  been  little  of  importance  to 
record.  Jack  and  chub  should  be  tried  for  now,  as 
the  water  is  just  right  for  that.  Two  anglers 
fishing  at  Ditton  on  Jan.  3  did  not  get  a  single 
sizeable  roach,  and  anglers  are  puzzled  to  know 
where  these  fish  have  moved  oft  to ;  or  are  they 
there,  but  in  the  fast  stream,  where  only  a  heavy 
leger  can  reach  them  ? — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley).  —  The  water  here  is  still  in 

splendid  condition — it  is  a  nice  colour  and  good 
stream  is  running.  Roach,  jack,  and  perch  fishing 
is  slow,  the  best  fish  I  know  of  was  a  jack  of  81b., 
taken  by  an  angler  in  two  days'  fishing ;  a  few  roach 
are  being  caught,  and  one  or  two  good  perch  have 
come  to  the  net.  The  best  of  the  sport  has  been 
among  the  chub,  Mr.  Ramsden  Price,  in  two  days' 
fishing  with  G.  Vaughan,  taking  nearly  601b.  of 
these  fish  ;  the  best  of  them  weighed  41b.,  most  of 
the  fish  iseing  returned  to  the  river  again.  On 
Jan.  2,  Mr.  Batt,  fishing  the  Loddon  waters  wdth 
W.  Vaughan,  took  six  jack,  best  fish  71b.,  and  two 
brace  of  good  perch.  On  J  an.  4,  Mr.  J.  W.  Read, 
fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took  seven  chub,  the  best 
brace  weighing  71b.  Given  settled  weather  there  is 
every  prospect  of  sport  improving  during  the  coming 
week. — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Ringfwood). — The  river  is  now  in  very 
good  colour,  but  rather  high  for  pike  fishing.  Since 
my  last  report  a  visitor  at  the  original  White  Hart 
Hotel,  Mr.  F.  S.  Pridden,  has  been  having  excellent 
sport  with  tlie  pike,  taking  1521b.  in  four  days,  also 
some  very  nice  perch.  The  following  are  the 
weights : — On  Dec.  31,  three  pike,  13pb.,  121b.,  and 
91b.,  also  five  perch,  21b.  3oz.,  lib.  12oz.,  lib.  8oz., 
lib.  8oz.,  and  lib.  4oz.  On  Jan.  1,  six  pike,  lOJlb., 
7ilb.,  71b.,  5ilb.,  41b.,  and  2\\h.  On  Jan.  2,  six 
pike,  121b.,  8|lb.,  O^lb.,  CJlb.,  51b.,  and  21b.  On 
Jan.  4,  five  pike,  l()|lb.,  81b.,  Clb.,  bi^Vo.,  and  41b.— 
M.  W.  Hayteu. 

Bottisliaui  Iiocks  (Water^eaoh). — On  Monday 
a  rapid  thaw  set  in  which  drove  many  Cambridge 
anglers  after  the  piko,  but  the  water  was  still  very 
icy ;  sport  up  to  Wednesday  has  been  very  uncertain. 
Some  anglers  have  been  more  fortunate  than  others 
with  decent  takes,  but  the  fish  running  small. 
Roach  fishing  quiet.  At  the  time  of  writing  river 
uummer  level  and  in  good  condition.    Notice  must 


be  given  in  order  to  secure  live  baits. — John  O. 
George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Ipswich  District. — Since  the"]  rivers  in  this 
neighbourhood  have  regained  their  normal  condi- 
tion, several  good  takes  of  roach  have  been  reported. 
A  tray  of  six  recently  brought  in  from  the  Brett 
scaled  31b.  13oz.  On  Saturday  last  a  visitor  secured 
one  of  lib.  6oz.  with  others,  and  one  bream  at 
Blakenham.  On  Jan.  4,  Mr.  J.  Burkitt,  fishing  in 
private  water,  took  four  pike,  the  largest  being 
37  inches  long,  16^  inches  girth,  weight,  131b.  ;  this 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  H.  C.  Hudson  for  preserva- 
tion.— Hon.  Sec. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  Sandy).— The  water 
is  now  in  first-rate  condition  for  general  angling. 
Roach,  perch,  and  jack  are  feeding  well.  One  of  the 
largest  specimens  of  jack  that  has  been  taken  in 
this  district  for  some  time  was  caught  by  a  local 
gentleman,  live  baiting.  It  scaled  nearly  141b.,  and 
was  a  handsomely  built  fish.  Some  good  baskets 
of  roach  have  also  been  obtained. — Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.  —  The  Lsa,  Stort, 
Beane,  and  other  rivers  continue  in  very  fair  con- 
dition, although  rather  l)right  for  roach  fishing. 
The  cold  weather  ha?  caused  many  anglers  to  refrain 
from  visiting  the  Lea,  and  the  roach  appear  to  have 
afforded  little  sport.  With  bitter  north-east  winds 
prevailing  and  ice  in  the  water,  this  result  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at.  Few  pike  are  reported  captured, 
but  a  youth  at  Hertford  has  landed  a  fish  of  between 
Clb.  and  81b.,  and  other  pike  have  been  taken  at 
St.  Margaret's  and  Ware.  Two  more  otters  have  been 
captured  between  St.  Margaret's  and  Broxbourne, 
one  weighing  201b.  It  i^  supposed  that  the  cubs 
secured  last  weak  belon^red  to  them.  Walton's 
"  villainous  vermin  "  appear  this  winter  unusually 
numerous  in  the  valleys  of  the  Lea  and  Stort. — 
Izaak  Walton. 

liittleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — Pike  anglers  turned  out  in 
force  this  week,  and  some  good  sport  resulted. 
Individual  catches  were  recorded  up  to  121b.,  the 
fish  weighing  from  31b.  to  61b.  each.  The  water  is 
now  in  excellent  conditi*)n. — Percy  W.  Gray. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
well-known  grayling  streams  have  gone  down  and 
cleared,  and  are  now  running  in  fair  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  bad  for  anglers  to 
get  out  owing  to  a  sudden  thaw,  followed  by  rain, 
cold  fogs,  and  east  winds,  and  there  has  been 
but  very  little  fishing  done  this  New  Year.  The 
fish  have  been  moving  at  midday,  and  one  or  two 
have  been  taken  on  the  warmer  days,  but  there  will 
be  no  good  sport  until  the  weather  takes  up  a  little, 
wh^n  good  giayling  will  be  landed.  The  Pinsley  is 
clear. — Gwvnne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Eingsland).— 
Rivers  have  again  been  flushed,  but  are  now  run- 
ning down,  and  will  be  in  fair  order  (though  a  little 
on  the  high  side)  by  end  of  present  week.  W^eather 
continues  gloomy  and  damp,  with  wind  mostly 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  east.  Prospect  of  sport 
not  very  encouraging. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — After  a  long  period  of 
quiet,  principally  owing  to  the  river  having  been  in 
flood,  circumstances  during  the  past  week  have 
been  sufficiently  favourable  fpr  our  anglers  to  get  a 
little  sport,  the  result  being  that  a  number  of  good 
fish  have  been  captured,  particularly  pike,  the  best 
being  one  weighing  8^1b.,  taken  by  Mr.  Shrives, 
another  weighing  71b.  lOoz.  being  secured  by 
Mr.  Ellington,  near  the  Town  Bridge.  Some 
anglers  secured  as  many  as  half-a-dozen,  but  only 
weighing  a  few  pounds  each.  There  have  been 
good  catches  of  perch  and  roach,  especially  the 
former,  three  or  four  weighing  close  upon  21b. — 
E.  A.  S. 

Oase  (Htintingdon). — Exceedingly  good  sport 
was  had  during  the  holidays  and  since  then. 
Although  the  fish  have  not  fed  quite  as  well,  j'et 
some  very  good  bags  have  been  had.  Mr.  Fred. 
King,  of  Brighton,  caught  some  very  fair  pike  on 
Dec.  28,  largest,  81b.  9oz.  Mr.  Goodes  has  taken 
many  roach,  several  over  lib.,  one  of  lib.  5foz., 
and  another  lib.  4Joz.  River  still  in  excellent  con- 
dition, and  well  worth  a  visit. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

  (St.  Ives,  Hunts). — River  in  good  condi- 
tion; pike  from  101b.  to  12Jlb.,  roach  from  lib.  loz. 
up  to  lib.  lljoz.  weighed  in  here.  To-day  (Tues- 
day) looks  like  good  prospects  as  wind  has  every 
tendency  to  go  round  to  the  south  from  the  east. 
Wheat  still  accounting  for  best  roach,  pike  being 
taken  on  Jardine's  snap  live  baiting. — Edward 
Collinson. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  The  gloomy  weather 
and  raw  cold  winds  have  not  been  conducive  to 
sport,  and  few  anglers  have  been  out.  Pike  fishing, 
however,  continues  popular,  and  local  and  visiting 
anglers  will  doubtless  enjoy  good  sport  between 
now  and  the  commencement  of  the  close  season.  In 
the  Severn  some  heavy  fish  are  usually  caught  during 
February ,  at  the  mouths  of  brooks  and  in  quiet 


places  which  they  seek  preparatory  to  spawning. — 
Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — After  every  appearance  of  having  come  to 
stay,  the  frost  of  last  week  was  succeeded  by  the 
usual  wet  and  gloomy  weather  to  which  we  are  now 
too  well  accustomed.  During  the  short  period  which 
the  frost  lasted  very  good  sport  was  obtained  here, 
especially  by  one  of  our  local  anglers,  and  whose 
innate  modesty  prevents  him  from  seeing  his  name 
in  print,  although  he  has  not  the  slightest  objection 
to  his  prowess  being  circulated  privately.  At  the 
time  of  writing  (Wednesday  night)  there  is  every 
indication  of  another  frost  being  about  to  set  in, 
but  it  is  quite  useless  to  prophesy  unless  you 
know,  and  there  is  "no  knowing"  what  will  come 
to  pass — especially  from  a  meteorological  point  of 
view. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— In  my 
last  report  I  wrote  of  a  falling  barometer,  fluctua- 
tions in  the  wind  from  north-east  to  south-west,  and 
every  indication  of  a  break  up  of  the  frost.  At 
the  end  of  the  week  we  had  thaw  and  rain  to  the 
great  disappointment  of  skaters  who  had  looked 
forward  to  disporting  on  the  frozen  tide.  For 
anglers  and  hunting  men  it  was  a  welcome  change. 
Rivers  have  fined  down  and  are  now  in  excellent 
order  for  pike  and  perch  fishing.  Roach  keep  in 
the  deep  water,  and  worm  is  the  best  lure.  The 
river  and  canalside  have  been  almost  deserted.  A 
few  pike  and  perch  are  notified  from  the  Arun,  and 
from  the  Ouse  pike  from  the  upper  reaches.  A  nice 
fish  of  721b.  was  caught  on  Jan.  4  with  live  bait. 
A  few  small  pike  have  been  taken  at  Chichester 
Canal,  also  small  bream  and  roach.  The  out-of- 
works  fish  from  necessity,  and  whatever  comes  to 
hand  makes  a  welcome  meal.  In  this  dull  weather 
anglers  for  sport  are  but  few. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).  —  The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
continuing  to  run  in  good  order  for  fishing,  con- 
sidering the  time  of  year,  it  being  clear  and  a  fair 
level.  The  weather  has  not  been  good  for  anglers 
to  get  out,  the  frost  has  disappeared,  and  in  place 
we  have  had  heavy  fogs  and  some  rain,  and  a  cold 
biting  east  wind  one  day  and  the  next  clear  and 
bright  sunshine.  There  have  been  a  few  anglers 
who  have  ventured  out  at  midday,  and  the  gray- 
ling have  moved  fairly  well,  but  no  good  dishes 
have  been  landed.  Some  takes  have  been  three 
to  three  and  a  half  brace  of  fish  in  good  con- 
dition, chiefly  taken  with  maggot  and  grasshopper. 
Coarse  fish — roach,  dace,  and  chub — have  been  taking 
worm  and  maggot,  some  nice  lots  being  taken  at  the 
end  of  last  week.  Fly  fishing  has  been  quiet,  and 
fine  open  weather  is  wanted.  Pike  have  been  on 
the  move,  and  have  been  tried  for  with  live  bait,  and 
one  or  two  nice  sized  fish  landed.  It  is  evident  there 
is  some  snow  broth  in  the  water  as  the  fish  do  not 
come  at  all  kind.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Led- 
wyche  are  all  running  in  order,  a  few  fish  having 
been  taken  in  them  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  water  in  this  part  is  in  fair 

order  for  fishing,  being  clear,  but  rather  on  the  high 
side,  and  there  is  evidently  snow  water  in  it  from 
the  hills  in  the  upper  part,  where  a  heavy  fall  was 
had  about  Christmas.  Fishing  this  new  year  has 
opened  very  slowly.  The  weather  having  been  so 
very  changeable^  with  rain  and  fogs  and  cold  east 
winds,  very  few  anglers  have  cared  to  venture  out, 
and  Uttle  sport  will  be  had  until  we  get  some  open 
frosty  weather,  when  there  should  be  good  sport  had 
amongst  the  grayling  with  fly  and  maggot.  Prospects 
for  next  week  favourable. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers, — Coarse  fish  are  just  now  in  their  best 
condition,  and  from  reports  anglers  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  fact.  Some  good  creels  of  roach 
and  dace  have  been  killed  on  the  Tyne  at  Corbridge 
and  Wylam.  Mr.  W.  Meech,  a  well-known  Alnwick 
angler,  who,  I  believe,  held  the  record  this  season 
for  sea-trout  on  the  Aln,  on  Jan.  2  killed  211b.  of 
grayling  on  a  lower  reach  of  the  Glen,  all  with 
worm,  and  some  of  them  well  over  lib.  each,  while 
his  friend  with  maggot  killed  only  131b.  From  my 
own  experience  small  red  worm  is  far  ahead  of 
maggots  at  this  time  of  the  year. — Henry  A. 
MuRTON,  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street, 
Newcastle-on-  Tyne. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  fishing  season  may  now 
be  fairly  said  to  have  come  to  a  close,  although 
sprats  are  still  in  evidence.  Pier  anglers  have  been 
few  in  number  lately,  and  their  catches  very  meagre. 
Whiting  have  most  probably  all  taken  off  into  deep 
water,  only  one  specimen  having  recently  been 
captured.  Mr.  Chapman  was  the  only  successful 
pier  angler  on  Saturday,  Jan.  2,  and  his  day's 
bag  only  amounted  to  one  codling  and  two 
dabs.  The  following  day  proved  almost  a  blank 
one,  but  on  Jan.  4  Mr.  Black,  Mr.  Harding,  and  Mr. 
Chapman  each  secured  a  few  dabSi  some  of  them  o 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mamfactnrer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  saperloi  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs,  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Bralie  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroadi 
Rods  and  Lines  to  snit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line, 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  O.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marTellous.   I  have  no  hetltatlon  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes :  "Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclosa 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  la  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  E.C.,  writes :  "I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  Job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  Una  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have.". 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  M,B,  catalogues  free. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

President— LOUT)  GEORGE  HAMILTON. 

Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters, 
at  Chesham,  Bucks,  one  hour  from  London,  and 
extensive  Coarse  Fishing  Waters,  at  Kelvedon, 
Essex.  There  is  a  valuable  Reference  and 
-Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members.— 
For  fnformation,  apply  to  the  Secrbtakt. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

President— Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBBCK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  MsETiNOS  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


G- xa  □SO' x<  xais . 

Ve:y  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
ITie  Irac'e  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  J.  T. 
PICKERSGILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
Yorks. 


pears' 
Soap 

:SpecialIy  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 

BY  THE 
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CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbing  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLKSALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London, 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 


Anglers,   skilled  or  unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book : 

"  A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fish  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postagre  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Reels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Heney  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 


BURBERRYS 

TO  SPORTSMEN. 

Annual  Dispersal  Sale. 


During  the  month  of  January,  Burberrys,  of 
30,  Haymarket,  London,  S.W.,  and  Basingstoke, 
will  sell  their  stock  of  1903  model,  shop  soiled, 
misdt,  and  left  on  hand  sporting  garments,  at 
half  price.  The  stock  consists  of  63/-  Shooting 
Coats,  in  Gabardine  and  Rainproofed  Game- 
feather  Tweeds,  sale  price  31/6.  84/-  Urber 
Combination  Shooting  and  Golfing  Jackets,  with 
Pivot  .Sleeves,  sale  price  42/-.  42/-  Knicker 
Breeches,  in  Gabardine  and  Gamefeather  Tweeds, 
sale  price  21/-.  63/-  B.Y.P.  rambine  slip-ons, 
sale  price,  42/- ;  special  value.  All  our  agents 
have  these.  See  Field  advei  tisenient  for  names 
and  addresses.  6.3/-  and  84/-  Weatheralls  and 
hayniarkets,  in  Rainproofed  Covert  Coating.s, 
sale  price  31  /6  and  42/-.  Tempting  bargains  in 
all  C(jlours,  for  town  or  country  wear.  8  guinea 
Viators,  sale  price,  84/-.  5  guinea  Lounge  Suits, 
sale  price  52/6.  12/6  Leggings,  sale  price  6/3. 
7/6  .Sportsmen's  Tweed  Hats,  3/9,  &c.  Detailed 
list  of  stock  available  to-day  will  be  sent  on 
request,  and  goods  are  forwarded  on  approval 
on  receipt  of  cheque  covering,  part  or  all  of 
which  will  be  returned  if  necessary,  when  the 
transaction  is  complete. 


NORTON  FISHERY, 

BAX^DOCK,  HERTS, 

HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  FISH  FOR  DISPOSAL: 


rEARUNGS. 

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000          ....  from  3  inches  to  5 

BROWN  TROUT,    5,000  ....  from  5  inches  to  8 

LOCH  LEVENS,  10,000    from  4  inches  to  6 

RAINBOWS,  25,000    from  4  inches  to  6 

RAINBOWS,  10,000    from  6  inches  to  9 

TWO'YEAR'OLDS. 

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  11 

BROWN  TROUT,   5,000    from  9  inches  to  14 

RAINBOWS,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  12 

RAINBOWS,    5,000    from  9  inches  to  14 

Quotations  for  larger  fish  on  application.  All  fish  free  on  rail  at  Baldock  Station, 
and  guaranteed  a  safe  delivery.  Fresh  Water  Snails  and  Shrimps,  especially 
recommended  for  waters  about  to  be  stocked,  are  supplied  at  f  1  per  l.CWO. 

Apply,  MANAGER. 


inches 
inches 
inches 
inches 
inches 


inches 
inches 
inches 
inches 


MALCOM  &  CO., 

The  Sportsman's  Waterproofersm 


THE  "ANYWEATHER"  HAT 


Tbe  FIELD,  October  25,  1902,  says : 

"  It  folds  up  into  a  very  narrow  compass,  yet  is 
made  for  hard  weather.  The  turn-down  rim,  acting 
like  the  roof  of  a  house  to  shoot  water  off  wherever  it 
may  fall,  is  imdoubtedly  the  proper  thing  for  a 
sportsman's  wet  weather  headgear." 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 
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large  size.  Better  sport  was  experienced  on  J  an.  5, 
though  the  best  catch  of  the  day  only  amounted  to 
six  dabs.  A  few  strangers  put  in  an  appearance  on 
Jan.  6,  but  the  water  was  then  very  bright,  and 
little  or  nothing  was  done  by  anyone. — J.  Richakd- 
son  (B.S.A.S.). 

Penzance. — Rough  weather  nearly  all  the  week. 
One  boat's  crew  of  five  men  while  driving  for 
herring  had  in  three  nights  twenty- seven  score 
whiting.  To-day  (Jan.  6)  several  boats  out :  catches 
of  four  score  whiting  down  per  boat. — J.  H.  Rowe 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth— With  the  beginning  of  the  New 
Year  whiting  are  in  their  prime,  and  they  are  very 
plentiful  around  our  coasts.  This  kind  of  sport  is 
not  so  nice  at  this  time  of  the  year  as  raihng  for 
pollack,  as  you  are  obliged  to  sit  in  your  boat  at 
anchor,  and  this  is  rather  unpleasant  in  very  cold 
weather.  The  use  of  the  gunwale  winch  saves  the 
hands  to  a  certain  extent,  and  makes  the  fishing 
more  pleasant.  Ling  are  also  in  good  condition 
this  month,  and  these  with  the  whiting  spawn  in 
the  spring.  I  have  not  hoard  of  much  being  done 
during  the  week  by  the  pier  fishermen  or  amateurs. 
There  are  still  big  catches  of  herrings  by  the 
♦Irifters,  and  the  steam  trawlers  are  bringing  in  fair 
catches  from  the  distant  grounds.  The  list  of 
edible  fish  for  this  month  include  smelt,  tub,  piper, 
gurnard,  mackerel,  dory,  skate,  ray,  sprat,  anchovy, 
eel,  ling,  cod,  whiting,  haddock,  pouting,  coal- 
fish,  pike,  and  ail  shellfish.— William  Heardee 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Jlssociafions,  ek. 

Anclehs'  Association. 

The  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  1  Eastern 
District  will  bo  to  the  Brunswick  Brothers,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bovv,  on  Jan.  11. 
— G.  Manning. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  new  year,  held  at  Queen 
Anne's  Restaurant  on  Tuesday  last,  was  very  well 
attended,  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presiding.  Some  very  nice 
roach,  up  to  lib.  loz.,  from  the  society's  Hertford- 
shire water  were  shown  by  Mr.  Beamont ;  Mr. 
Haynes  also  exhibited  several  good  fish  from 
Datchet,  including  chub  of  lib.  13oz.,  and  fine 
perch  and  roach  ;  Messrs.  Dryden  and  Wolff  had 
also  fished  at  Datchet,  but  their  catch  was  not 
large.  The  chairman  presented  to  the  society  a 
handsome  notice-board  mounted  in  a  beautifully 
carved  and  embellished  frame,  also  a  charming 
photographic  portrait  of  the  late  Frank  Buckland, 
bearing  his  autograph.  A  most  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Gilbert  for  these  very 
acceptable  presentations.  Attention  wa?  called  to 
the  item  on  the  programme  for  Tuesday  next 
(Jan.  12),  when  Dr.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  will  read  a 
paper  which  is  sure  to  be  interesting,  and  considering 
Dr.  Ladell's  literary  abilities  members  will  do  well 
to  be  present.  As  usual,  friends  of  members  are 
invited.  A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  very 
popular  chairman  closed  the  proceedings. — Hon, 
Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
A  large  amount  of  business  was  got  through  both 
in  ccmmittee  and  ordinary  meeting  under  the  able 
presidency  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan  on  Tuesday  last. 
The  report  for  1903  was  prepared  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  and  the  accounts  audited.  Several 
applications  for  membership  were  received  and  con- 
sidered, and  final  arrangements  for  the  concert  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  26,  were  completed.  The  hon.  sec- 
retary reported  that  nearly  forty  brace  of  fine 
trout  had  been  placed  in  the  Chesham  water 
Fishing  reports  were  rather  scarce.  Mr.  Gill  had 
fifteen  and  Mr.  W.  P.  Salmond  nearly  the  same 
number  of  capital  roach  from  Kelvedon,  whilst  Mr. 
Zerfass  showed  three  nice  pike  from  private  water, 
scaUng  as  follows  :  81b.  loz.,  51b.  4oz.,  and  41b.  6oz, 
Members  are  again  reminded  that  Mr.  J .  M.  Dickens 
reads  his  paper  on  Tuesday  next,  and  it  is  con- 
fidently expected  that  a  large  number  of  members 
and  their  friends  will  be  present.— F.  E.  Eldred, 
Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  over  our  meeting  on 
Jan  0.  It  was  reported  that  all  requisite  informa- 
tion, standards  of  fish,  rules,  etc.,  had  been  duly 
conveyed  to  our  local  headquarters  at  Barford, 
which  may  now  be  considered  as  officially  installed. 
It  has  been  decided  to  hold  a  match  amongst  the 
members  on  the  well-worn  lines  of  Married  v. 
Single,  full  details  to  be  settled  at  next  meeting. 
All  members  officially  qualified  to  compete  in  either 
class  are  requested  to  attend  or  notify  their  willing- 
ness to  compote  to  the  secretary.  Angling  reports 
were  conspicuous  by  their  absence.  Messrs.  A. 
Smith,  J.  Potter,  and  R.  G.  Woodrufi  had  fished 


our  Barford  water  for  half  a  day  only.  The  strange 
fact  was  that  the  former  pair  competing  in  tlio 
Club  Championship  scored  almost  a  blank  as 
regards  fish  of  sufficient  size,  Mr.  Smith  winning, 
whereas  Mr.  Woodruff  took  over  201b.  of  roach, 
best  fish  lib.  5|oz.,  and  several  pike  up  to  dlb. — 
G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
At  Monday's  meetin-,  Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  pre- 
siding, it  was  reported  that  perch  wore  taking  well 
at  Uxbridge,  Mr.  Mason  having  made  a  good  bag  of 
fine  fish.  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  also  took  several,  and 
some  pike  in  addition  with  whitebait.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown,  on  visiting  the  Wyllio,  found  the  grayling 
rising  and  creeled  five  briice  of  fish,  but  on 
the  Itchen  he  fished  a  whole  day  without 
result,  as  far  as  grayling  were  concerned.  On 
Monday  next  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  reads  a  paper  on 
freshwater  snails.  The  lecture  is  sure  to  bo  interes- 
ting, as  the  subject  is  one  with  which  Mr.  Bridgman 
is  peculiarly  competent  to  deal.  The  permits  for 
1904  are  ready,  and  as  there  are  several  important 
alterations  in  regard  to  size  of  fish,  time  of  opening, 
etc.,  members  should  obtain  them  at  the  carhest 
moment. — Hon.  Sec. 

WiDNES  Anglers'  Association. 
A  large  gathering  of  members  and  friends  mot  at 
headiiuarters  on  Wednes'lay  evening,  Deo.  23,  for 
the  senond  of  a  series  of  "  socials  "  arranged  by  tho 
secretary.  Councillor  T.  Smith  was  the  chairman, 
and  tho  principal  item  of  the  evening  was  an  address 
and  demonstration  on  "  Sea  Fishing  and  Sea  .Anglers' 
Tackle,"  by  Dr.  H.  O.  Edwards,  the  president  of  tho 
association.  Dr.  Edwards  contrasted  the  methods 
of  the  present  day  with  those  of  thirty  years  ago. 
He  pointed  out  that  slowly  but  surely  fine  tackle 
had  ousted  the  old  "  clothes-line  and  meat-hook  " 
gear  of  tho  professionals,  although  the  hand  line,  so 
wet  and  uncomfortable  to  fish  with,  was  still  the 
thing  in  some  loca'ities.  A  lengthy  description  of 
modern  tackle  followed,  and  examples,  including 
the  "  Bates  "  hook  and  Carter's  diamond  straight- 
pull  paternoster,  were  handed  round,  as  were  also 
the  doctor's  own  favourite  rod  and  reel.  Many 
useful  hints  on  the  care  of  tackla,  baits,  local  sea- 
angling  resorts  and  taking  "marks"  were  given, 
and  the  doctor  concluded  his  able  and  instructive 
lecture  with  several  of  his  sea  fishing  experiences  at 
Ramsey,  Port  Erin,  and  other  well-known  rescrts. 
After  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer  and 
some  good  vocal  rolos,  the  secretary,  Mr.  F.  C. 
Hudson,  presented  the  club  with  a  framed  enlarge- 
ment of  the  fishing  ledge  on  the  Dove  built  by 
Chares  Cotton  and  intimately  associated  with  the 
name  of  Tzaak  Walton. 


THE  QROWTH  OF  TROUT. 


The  rate  of  grov\  th  in  fiishes  is  not  only  interesting 
to  the  fish-culturist.  but  should  be  to  the  angler  as 
well.  The  subject  has  not  received  the  attention  it 
deserves,  and  reliable  data  is  always  welcome.  The 
first  question  that  naturally  occurs  to  a  person  on 
seeing  an  unusually  large  fish  is,  "  How  old  is  it  ?  " 
This  query  has  been  propounded  to  me  hundreds  of 
times,  and  if  the  fish  is  from  wild  w^aters  the  in- 
variable answer  has  been,  "  I  do  not  know  ;  it  may 
be  five  or  twenty-five  years  old."  I  offer  the 
following  examples  of  tho  rapid  rate  of  growth 
possible  under  favourable  conditions,  hoping  that 
others  may  be  induced  to  furnish  similar  authentic 
examples  within  their  ken. 

Brown  Trout. 
In  the  fall  of  1899  a  mixed  lot  of  trout  fry  was 
assigned  to  the  Hon.  C.  W.  Hoffman  by  the  U.S. 
Bureau  of  Fisheries,  which  were  placed  in  a  pond 
on  his  ranch  a  mile  from  Bozeman,  Mont.  Last 
summer  he  took  two  brown  trout  (Salmo  fario) 
from  this  pond,  each  weighing  01b.,  one  of  which  is 
now  in  a  pond  at  Bozeman  station.  Its  length  is 
24in.  from  snout  to  base  of  caudal  fin,  and  27in.  to 
the  end  of  the  fin.    These  trout  are  four  years  old. 

A  few  months  ago  I  saw  a  mounted  specimen  of  the 
same  species  taken  in  a  tributary  of  the  Yellowstone 
River,  near  Livingston,  Mont.  The  length  of  this 
fish  was  27iin.  from  the  snout  to  the  base  of  the 
caudal  fin,  and  30in.  to  the  end  of  the  fin,  and  was 
said  to  weigh  101b.  The  age  of  this  fish  can  be 
stated  only  approximately.  It  undoubtedly  came 
from  the  Yellowstone  National  Park,  as  the  only 
plant  of  this  species  in  connecting  waters  was  by 
the  U  S.  Bureau  of  Fisheries  in  1890,  in  Nez  Perces 
Creek  and  Firehole  River.  I  regard  the  growth  of 
these  fishes  quite  remarkable  considering  the  low 
temperature  of  the  waters  in  which  they  were 

taken.  „ 

Brook  Trottt. 

A  year  ago  last  summer  Mr.  Hoffman's  son  caught 
on  tho  fly,  in  tho  pond  referred  to,  an  Eastern  red- 


spotted  brook  trout  (Salmo  jontinalis)  that  weighed 
3ilb.  This  fish  was  then  three  years  old.  It  was 
one  of  tho  mixed  lot  mentioned.  Two  brook  trout 
were  caught  in  a  tributary  of  tho  Miuiison  River,  in 
this  State,  that  weighed  l|lb.  and  21b.  respectively. 
These  fish  were  of  a  lot  of  fry  assigned  to  Mr.  Wni. 
Gilmer  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  and  when 
caught  were  but  one  and  a  half  year  old,  being 
taken  in  the  fall.  Two  brook  trout  weighing  LJlb., 
of  the  same  hatching,  were  taken  the  same  fall  in 
Bridgcr  Creek,  near  Bozeman  Station.  The  low 
temperature  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  streams  seems 
to  be  eminentlysuitable  for  the  Eastern  brook  trout ; 
and,  moreover,  their  food  is  plentiful.  I  have  heard 
of  other  instances  where  brook  trout  have  been 
caught  of  even  more  remarkable  growth  for  age,  in 
trout  planted  from  this  station,  but  the  evidence; 
was  not  so  reliable  as  to  exact  weight. 

Steelhead  Trout. 
The  first  steelhead  trout  fry  planted  from  Boze- 
man station  was  in  the  summer  and  fall  of  1897. 
They  have  been  caught  during  the  past  year  or  two 
up  to  4lb.  One  lot  was  planted  in  Mystic  Lake,  a 
very  deep  mountain  lake,  twelve  miles  from  Boze- 
man, whore  they  have  done  well.  Another  planting 
was  made  in  a  mountain  lake  above  Pony,  Mont., 
where  fish  of  51b.  have  been  taken,  and  numerous 
young  ones  have  been  seen. 

In  carrying  the  fingerlings  to  Mystic  Lake  a  can 
was  jolted  out  of  the  waggon,  the  road  being  very 
rough,  and  fell  in  a  pool  a  few  feet  from  Bozeman 
Creek.  The  fish  were  scooped  up  and  placed  in  the 
creek,  whore  they  have  multiplied,  furnishing  good 
fishing.  This  accidental  planting  was  alluded  to  by 
Mr.  Choate,  our  Ambassador  to  Great  Britain,  at  an 
annual  dinner  of  the  London  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  at 
which  he  presided. 

It  has  been  supposed  that  steelhead  trout  would 
thrive  only  in  deep  waters,  but  both  Bridger  and 
Bozeman  Creeks  are  small  mountain  streams,  quite 
shallow  most  of  the  year,  and  when  these  fish  reach 
31b.  in  such  waters  in  six  or  seven  years,  it  is  pretty 
good  evidence  that  they  will  thrive  in  waters  suitable 
to  others  of  the  trout  species  ;  moreover,  they  live 
in  perfect  amity  with  them.  In  Bridger  Creek,  a 
rocky  and  swift  stream,  there  are  the  native  red- 
throat  trout,  brook  trout,  steelhead  trout,  and  gray- 
ling, and  each  species  is  holding  its  ow^n. 

Red-Thro.\t  Trout. 
I  weighed  a  red-throat,  or  native  trout  {Salmo 
clarkii),  which  was  31b.,  good  weight,  when  dressed. 
It  was  two  years  old,  and  was  one  of  a  lot  sent  by 
the  Commissioner  to  a  party  near  Toston,  Mont 
There  were  no  fish  but  German  carp  in  the  pond 
before  the  trout  were  planted,  and  their  rapid 
growth  was  no  doubt  the  result  of  feeding  on  younj 
carp.  The  owner  of  the  pond  assured  me  thai 
there  were  still  larger  trout  in  the  pond  than  th( 
one  sent  me.  Some  native  fry  were  placed  in  i 
new  pond,  which  was  made,  however,  in  a  swamj 
fed  by  springs,  and  contained  an  abundance  of  food 
Two  fish  from  the  pond  were  weighed  at  tw^o  yean 
of  age  and  were  2^1b.  each.  I  might  inultipl 
instances,  but  forbear. 

Grayling. 


I  have  heard  from  plantings  of  grayling  in  streanii 
in  which  they  did  not  exist  before,  in  several  V^'este^ 
States,  and  the  reports  have  been  uniformly  favour 
able.  As  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Fisheries  has  shippei 
millions  of  eggs  from  Bozeman  stations  to  its  caster 
stations  and  to  State  fish  commissions,  it  is  hop© 
that  this  beautiful  game  fish  may  find  a  suitable  an 
congenial  home  in  eastern  trout  streams.  It  live 
in  perfect  accord  with  the  native  trout,  also  th 
Eastern  brook  trout,  in  this  State.  I  have  takei" 
them  up  to  21b.  on  the  fly  in  the  upper  Madison 
but  five  or  six  miles  from  the  Yellowstone  Park 
also  a  few  miles  below  in  the  upper  canon  of  th 
river,  and  in  Beaver  Creek,  a  tributary  in  th 
caiion.  These  gr.aj'ling  are  gamer  than  the  trou 
and  leap  several  times  from  the  water  when  hooke< 
Flies  should  be  smaller  than  the  usual  trout  fly,  a 
No.  1 2  hooks.  I  have  found  the  Professor,  Henshal 
Coachman,  and  Black  Gnat  all  good  flies,  especial! 
if  tied  with  split  wings  and  a  red  tag  of  worsted  fc 
tail  ;  the  grey  and  black  hackles  are  as  good. 

The  grayling  is  found  in  the  Madison  and  a  fe 
tributaries  in  Yellowstone  Park,  but  I  do  not  thin 
it  goes  above  the  confluence  of  Gibbon  and  Fireho 
rivers,  owing  to  their  high  temperature  consequei 
on  the  hot  water  from  the  geysers. — JamesjJ 
Henshall,  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  in  Forest  aria 
Stream. 


It  is  a  curious  fact  that  the  nickname  "  Frogs 
was  originally  applied  by  the  French  themselves  t. 
the  inhabitants  of  Paris,  the  arms  of  that  city  beini 
three  green  frogs  on  a  gold  ground.    In  the  trouble 
some  times  of  1791,  "  What  will. the  frogs  (Parisians  i 
say  1  I'  wa3  a  common  court  phrase  at  Versaillog.  | 
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Pfoviiieial  flugling  llotes 

mu^st  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning^ 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  our  rivers  are  now  down  to  their  normal  level, 
and  are  in  first-class  condition  for  all  kinds  of 
fishing.  Some  few  pike  have  been  taken  from  the 
Midland  Piscatorial  water,  the  Trent  at  Alrewas, 
i  the  largest  fish  taken  being  about  121b.  Some  very 
i  fine  roach  have  lately  been  taken  from  the  same 
I  river  in  the  Barton  and  Walton  district.  Pike 
I  fishing  on  the  Avon  in  the  Bidford  district  has  been 
I  very  quiet,  but  at  Evesham  sport  has  been  better  ; 
I  some  fair  sized  pike  have  been  taken,  and  some 
good  baskets  of  roach  have  been  taken  with 
'  the  small  red  worm.  On  the  Avon  at  Bar- 
ford,  which  is  private  preserved  water,  sport 
has  been  above  the  average.  Fourteen  pike 
were  taken  last  week,  which  weighed  over  801b.,  the 
largest  fish  weighing  181b.  The  fish  were  caught 
spinning  the  natural  bait.  The  fish  were  taken 
under  six  hours,  and  provided  excellent  sport.  A 
large  number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Severn 
in  the  Arley  district  and  up  the  river  to  Bridge- 
north  ;  very  few  pike  have  been  taken,  but  some 
[good  chub  up  to  2^1b.  have  been  landed,  and  some 
good  baskets  of  roach  have  been  taken  with  bread 
paste.  Hampton  Lode  below  Bridgenorth  was  the 
place  selected  by  the  Bridgenorth  A.S.  for  their 
hoUday  contest,  twenty-three  members  competing ; 
sport  was  fairly  good  for  a  contest  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  las  the  winner,  Mr.  T.  Lloyd,  secured 
3ilb.  of  fish,  and  succeeded  in  winning  the  first 
prize  and  challenge  cup.  Very  little  has  been  done 
on  the  club's  private  waters,  and  the  same  remark 
applies  to  the  private  and  public  pools  and  the  free 
canals.  The  weather  at  present  is  cold,  damp, 
dismal  and  dull.  The  Gun  Angling  Society  have 
had  a  fine  financial  year  ;  they  have  paid  off  the 
challenge  cup  debt  of  £9  18s.,  and  carried  forward 
the  sum  of  £2  7s.  3d.  to  the  specimen  fish  fund,  and 
the  sum  of  £1 1 8  has  just  been  distributed  as  dividend 
amongst  the  members.  Mr.  A.  Cashmore,  who  has 
been  secretary  .since  the  formation  of  this  flourishing 
society,  has  just  resigned  owing  to  pressure  of  busi- 
ness. Mr.  H.  Kytc  has  been  elected  as  his  successor. 
Messrs.  Wiseman,  Kimberley,  Turner,  and  Orme 
have  received  10s.  each  for  the  four  specimen  fish 
prizes  weighed  inij  at  the  Anglers'  Pride  Society. 
The  Good  Intent  Society  at  their  last  meeting  pre- 
sented Mr.  E.3  Cope,  their  vice-chairman,  with  a 
purse  containing  £5  as  a  present  for  services  ren- 
dered to  the  society. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Forty-foot  has  attracted  a  very  fair  number 
of  rods,  and  in  the  Swineshead  district  some  good 
captures  were  made.  Individual  bags  hereabouts 
have  scaled  from  161b.  to  2(ilb.,  and  the  heaviest 
single  fish  91b.  Higher  up  the  river,  notably 
between  Donington  and  Guthram,  sport  has  also 
been  equally  successful.  So  far  as  roach  fishing  is 
concerned,  the  Witharn  has  attracted  considerable 
[attention.  Taken  all  round,  the  waters  are  now  in 
jcapital  condition. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

I  Sport  has  been  fairly  good  at  times  during  the 
ipa.st  week  or  so,  tho  mild  weather  being  m\ich  in 
the  angler's  favour,  and  both  the  river  Hull,  the 
Driffield  Canal,  and  most  of  tho  tributaries  have  all 
!beon  in  nice  order,  especially  for  roach  fishing,  and 
■froiu  various  quarters  some  nice  fish  have  been 
shown.  Mr.  .Arthur  Marshall,  of  tho  Central 
Association,  has  had  a  splendid  lot,  his  last 
fish  scaling  lib.  (ioz.,  and  several  other 
anglers  have  taken  Esh  of  lib.  each  and  over. 
On  Dec.  2«  the  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling 
Society  held  their  annual  match  on  tho  Barmston 
[Drain,  and  had  fairly  good  sport,  Mr.  A.  Waites 
.securing  the  first  prize  with  Gib  4oz. ;  Mr.  H.  Verity, 
;.5lb.  TJoz. ;  .Mr.  T.  F.  Waites,  .51b.  4Joz. ;  Mr.  Fred 
^Waites,  '.ib.  I  Joz.  ;  Mr.  H.  Edmonds,  41b.  1.5oz.  ; 
and  the  other  competitors  had  qj,l  fairly  goofl  weights 
of  fish.  Tho  Hull  .Angling  Preservation  Society  have 
held  their  annual  meeting,  and  elected  tho 
itivo  for  1904,  Mr.  J.  Dickenson  being  again 
. :m  <  U:d  to  the  presidential  chair.  Messrs.  J.  E. 
Hohrios  and  J.  Thompson,  vice-presidents;  Mr. 
,Wilfred  Cutting,  treasurer;  and  Mr.  W.  E.  Hay, 
hon.  .secretary.  Tho  balance-sheet  shows  a  profit 
of  r,vcr  £10  on  the  past  year's  working. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

i  !io  annnal  meeting  of  the  Warrington  A.A.  was 
Ijirninged  for  last  Thursday  evening,  of  course  too 
late  for  notice  this  wo?k.  It  is  an  open  secret  that 
xJunng  the  past  year  the  progress  made  by  tho 
jaasociation  is  phenomenal  and  of  the  right  sort. 
(Two  new  clubs  are  noted,  one  at  Swinton  and  one 
bt  Pendle bury,  and  it  is  a  matter  for  regret  that 


the  Clifton  Arms  A.S.  has  been  disbanded.  The 
latter  was  far  above  the  average  of  village  clubs 
and  promised  to  be  a  very  efficient  organisation. 
Some  idea  of  the  way  angling  matters  go  in  Liver- 
pool can  bo  gathered  from  tho  fact  that  last  year 
the  City  Association  admitted  eighty-five  new 
members.  Tho  Norwood  Association  have  just 
acquired  twonty-four  additional  private  waters. 
Well  done,  Mr.  Hartill  !  Many  of  tho  other 
clubs  aro  very  busy,  some  actually  match-fishing, 
and  all  ,very  much  alive.  The  Farn worth  and 
District  Association  are  looking  forward  to  their 
big  meeting,  when  no  doubt  an  acceptable  report 
will  be  presented.  Local  canals  are  not  fishing 
particularly  well  if  gudgeon  are  excepted. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

After  all  there  has  been  a  fair  number  of  rods  out 
during  'the  recent  holidays  :  perhaps  the  improved 
state  of  the  weather  may  account  for  this,  but  at 
one  time  there  was  no  sign  of  anyone  going.  During 
the  past  fortnight  tho  weather  has  favoured  fishing, 
and  especially  pike  fishing,  and  several  bait  cans 
have  been  seen  in  our  streets  lately.  Already  con- 
versation is  indulged  in  in  relation  to  Feb.  2,  and 
the  early  salmon  fishing,  especially  Loch  Tay. 
Now  that  the  push  of  traffic  is  over  on  the  rail- 
ways it  is  safer  to  transfer  fish  for  stocking,  and 
last  Saturday  a  nice  lot  arrived  here,  and  more  are 
expected  next  Saturday.  Next  Thursday  is  the 
usual  day  for  the  bi-monthly  meeting  of  the 
C.P.A.A.  to  be  held  in  this  city.  The  few  city  rods 
who  have  been  to  Rhyl  sea  fishing  have  greatly 
enjoyed  their  trip.  Our  local  rods  on  the  BoUin 
report  that  several  well-known  swims  and  holes  are 
considerably  altered  by  the  recent  floods. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  frost  has  disappeared,  and  all  sorts  and  con- 
ditions of  anglers  are  not  sorry.  Severe  weather 
means  a  suspension  of  pike  fishing  in  the  backwaters, 
and  it  retards  the,' sport  of  the  general  fisher.  At 
the  period  of  writing  the  Trent  was  running  in 
comparatively  low  and  clear  condition,  and  with 
the  advent  of  a  milder  temperature  such  fish  as 
roach,  dace,  perch,  and  bream  may  be  tempted  to 
take  the  worm.  On  Thursday— the  last  day  of  the 
old  year— Mr.  J.  W.  Danby  {and  his  son.  Master 
Rex  Danby,  secured  seven  very  choice  pike  on  the 
Kneeton  Hills  waters  with  live  bait ;  and  a  fish  of 
161b.  was  shown  from  Sutton  reservoir — it  fell  to  the 
prowess  of  a  privileged  visitor  from  our  city.  Pike 
have  again  been  caught  at  Hazleford  and  Kel- 
ham,  and  odd  ones  have  been  met  with  at 
Cavendish  Bridge  and  Shardlow,  where  greaves 
have  been  used  for  chub  with  only  partial  success. 
The  fact  is,  at  Shardlow,  as  at  King's  Mills  above, 
the  river  cannot  be  running  in  too  low  volume  for 
successful  chubbing.  Recently  it  has  been  too  high 
for  most  of  the  favourite  swims  to  be  negotiated 
properly.  Pith  and  brains  appear,  however,  to 
have  accounted  for  some  good  specimens  at  Fisker- 
ton,  Kelham,  and  Shelford,  the  last-named  resort 
being  just  now  well  worthy  of  a  visit.  There  are 
plenty  of  swims  and  plenty  of  "loggerheads." 
Worm  fishing,  whilst  tho  frost  remained,  clainjed 
very  few  adherents,  and  sport  ruled  poor  in  the 
extreme.  A  few  roach  were  got  at  Clifton  and 
Wilford  by  tight-floating,  and  odd  lots  wore  shown 
from  Trent  Lock  and  the  Sawley  district. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Ouso  was  in  very  good  condition  until 
tho  snow  waters  flowed  in.  These  take  along  while 
to  clear  out,  and  meanwhile  coarse  fish  angling  is 
practically  suspended.  The  Foss  has  lately  been  in 
grand  trim  for  pike  fishing,  but  only  poor  results 
have  accrued,  the  catches  being  mostly  of  small  fish 
which  have  been  returned  to  the  water.  The  York 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers  have  a  meeting  on 
Tuesday  next,  when  will  be  considered  the  vexed 
question  of  the  rod  tax,  which  recently  formed 
tho  subject  of  discussion  at  a  conference  of  conser- 
vators of  the  Ouse  and  representatives  of  various 
angling  clubs.  The  replies  from  the  latter  embody- 
ing their  opinions  on  the  matters  raised  have 
come  in  somewhat  tardily.  In  tho  closing  days 
of  ^he  old  year  holiday  anglers  did  better  than  had 
been  expected  with  grayling,  several  very  good 
catches  of  nice  fish  having  been  made.  Sport  was 
successful  in  the  Swale  and  the  Yore.  Mr.  F.  M. 
Walbran,  fishing  near  Tanfield  in  tho  latter  ri'verj 
secured  a  basket  of  twenty-seven  grayling,  weighing 
just  over  141b.,  tho  littlo  red  worm  being  the  bait 
used. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  generally  wild  and  wet,  but 
on  the  whole  favourable  for  spa\vning  operations, 
which  may  be  considered  as  practically  at  an  end. 
Much  satisfaction  has  been  caused  to  many  sea 
anglers  and  others  interested  by  the  new  bye-laws 
relating  to  trammel  nets  in  Ball  ycotton  Bay.  A  former 


bye-law  permitting  tho  use  of  those  nets  between 
sunrise  and  sunset  in  that  part  of  Ballycotton  Bay 
outside  a  line  drawn  ono  quarter  of  a  mile  from  low- 
water  mark  to  inside  a  lino  drawn  from  Knockatloon 
Head  to  Ballycotton  Lighthouse  has  beon  repealed. 
Heavy  fines  have  been  inflicted  upon  poachers  in 
County  Cork.  At  the  last  Ca.stletownroclie  Potty 
Sessions  Patrick  Bullman  was  prosecuted  by  Mr. 
Thos.  Drohan,  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  for  illegally 
using  a  gaff  and  killing  a  salmon.  Defendant  was 
fined  in  the  maximum  £10.  At  the  last  Rathcormac 
Petty  Sessions  a  batch  of  fishery  prosecutions,  at 
tho  suit  of  the  same  complainant,  came  on  for 
hearing.  .James  Daly  was  fined  £10  for  poaching 
at  Castlelyons  Weir.  Matthew  Bowing  was  fined 
£11  and  £1  16s.  costs  for  using  a  gaff  on  throe 
different  occasions  at  Castlelyons  Weir,  and  a 
fourth  case  against  him  of  a  similar  nature  was 
withdrawn.  Richard  White,  for  using  a  gaff  at 
the  same  weir,  was  fined  £4  and  12s.  costs,  or  in 
default  two  months  in  gaol.  .John  Sullivan  was 
fined  £3  for  poaching  on  a  tributary  (A  the  Flesk, 
and  Edward  Hoskins  was  fined  £5  and  costs  for 
illegally  using  a  gaff  and  killing  a  salmon  on  a 
tributary  of  the  Flesk. 

West  of  Ireland. 
Salmon  netting  opened  on  the  Sligo  or  Garvogne 
on  New  Year's  Day  with  fair  results,  the  fish 
taken  in  the  tidal  water  being  silvery  and  in  good 
condition.  Quite  a  number  of  western  rivers  open 
on  Feb.  1.  These  include  the  famoas  Corrib — tho 
fishing  of  which  ia  somewhat  of  a  luxury — Spiddal, 
Crumlin,  Oughterard,  Inver,  Screebe,  the  Cashla, 
Costello,  Doohulla,and  Ballynahinch  fisheries,  Erriff, 
Dawros,  Burrishoole,  Owengarve,  Glenamoy,  Bally- 
croy — immortalised  by  Maxwell  in  his  "  Wild  Sports 
of  the  West" — Achill  Island  rivers,  Easky,  Drum- 
cliffe  river,  Glencar  Lake,  etc.  At  time  of  writing 
the  waters  are  all  high  after  the  rains. 


NAVVIES  ON  THE  WELSH  WATEE- 
SHED  POACH  SALMON. 


The  water  bailiffs  and  policemen  on  the  Rhayader 
estate — the  Birmingham  Corporation  watersheds  in 
North  Wales — have  had  rough  times  lately  owing 
to  extensive  depredations  by  fish  poachers.  The 
navvies  employed  on  the  water  scheme  have  gone 
out  in  gangs  and  thrown  out  as  many  as  sixty 
salmon  in  one  night,  some  weighing  301b.  Each 
one  of  the  gang,  locally  known  as  "  The  Rebeccas," 
has  openly  defied  the  bailiffs,  uttering  terrible 
threats  if  their  sport  was  interfered  with.  One 
fish,  bearing  the  label,  "  The  working  man's  right, 
2d.  per  pound,"  was  found  suspended  from  a  lamp- 
post. Search  warrants  were  issued,  and  in  one 
instance  a  large  quantity  of  fish  was  found  deposited 
imder  a  gravestone  in  the  local  graveyard.  A 
number  of  extra  police  have  been  drafted  into  the 
town. — Morning  Leader. 


EDEN  FISHERY  BOAED  ANNUAL 
REPOET. 


The  clerk  of  the"]  Eden  Fishery  Board  has  for- 
warded the  aiinual  report  to  each  of  the  members 
of  tho  Board.    It  states  that  the  supply  of  salmon 
during  the  past  season  had  been  a  marked  contrast 
to  that  of  recent  years.    The  net  fishermen  had  not 
reaped  such  a  good  harvest  as  might  have  been 
expected  from  the  quantity  of  fish,  but  the  rod 
fishers  had  not  had  so  good  an  angling  season  since 
1891,  and  the  salmon  had  run  heavier  than  usual. 
The  spring  migration  was  a  good  one,  but  the  show 
of  summer  fish  only  proved  to  be  a  moderate  one 
in  both  the  river  Eden  and  the  Firth  nets.    On  the 
other  hand,  there  was  an  exceptionally  good  one, 
and  far  above  the  average  of  recent  years.  Grilse 
and  sea-trout  were  only  a  moderate  show,  though 
the  season  as  a  whole  for  grilse  and  sea-trout  was 
better  than  the  two  previous  years.    Towards  this 
very  welcome  improvement  the  erection  of  the 
salmon  pass  at  Armathwaite  Weir  and  the  abolition 
of  the  drift  or  whammel  net  fishing  in  the  Solway 
might  have  helped,  but  seeing  that  nearly  all  rivers 
in  England  and  Scotland  showed  a  marked  im- 
provement during  the  past  year,  it  was  probably 
due  mainly  to  climatic  causes,  and  it  was  hoped 
that  they  had  got  out  of  a  bad  cycle  of  years  and 
had  now  entered  into  a  good  one.    It  was  noticed 
that  in  the  spring  and  summer  an  unusually  large 
number  of  small  salmon  were  showing.    This  rather 
pointed  to  a  beneficial  effect  of  the  hatchery  near 
Low  House.     A  large  number  of  ova  had  been 
obtained  for  the  hatchery  this  season.    The  annual 
balance  sheet  appended  to  the  report  shows  that 
tho  expenses  for  the  year  was  £709,  and  that  the 
balance  in  hand  is  now  £107  as  compared  with  £15 
at  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  H. 
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^offings       i^e  iSap. 

"  Most  of  our  troubles  only  reach  us  because  we  go 
half  way  to  meet  them."- — Duo  de  Lkvis. 


Edgar  Roger  Pratt*  J.P.,  Lord  of  the  Manor 
of  Ryston,  and  of  other  manors,  was  charged  the 
other  day  with  "wrongfully  seizing  a  fishing  rod 
and  certain  tackle,  the  property  of  Henry  Stannard, 
a  market  gardener,  of  Downham  Market."  Judge 
Willis,  K.C.,  had  to  consider  this  matter,  and 
although  the  plaintiff  only  claimed  £5  there  was 
rather  more  than  five  circular  golden  portraits  of 
Edward  VII.  involved. 

^  34(  *  * 

It  was  "  the  principle  of  the  thing  "  the  fight  was 
over,  and  this  reminds  me  of  a  little  story.  Two 
schoolboys  were  fighting.  "  What  are  you  fighting 
for  ?  "  asked  a  bystander.  "Why,"  said  one  com- 
batant, "  he  says  my  sister  squints."  "  Well,  and 
clues  sh6  ?  "  "I  ain't  got  a  sister,  but  I'm  fighting 
on  principle." 

***** 

The  principle  involved  in  this  fight  at  Downham 
was  whether  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  fish  in  the  river 
Ouse  from  the  land  belonging  to  a  Mr.  Wenn. 
Plaintiff  said  he  had  fished  from  this  land  without 
molestation  for  thirty  years — but  he  fished  once  too 
often,  and  had  his  rod  and  tackle  seized.  Now 
whether  this  seizure  was  legal  or  not,  it  was  very 
unpleasant,  and  the  proceedings  have  been  watched 
with  keen  interest  by  hundreds  of  anglers  well 
acquainted  with  the  locus  in  quo.  His  Honour  has 
reserved  judgment  until  February,  so  I  will  have 
nothing  more  to  say  at  present  beyond  this — anglers 
must  keep  their  eyes  open  and  watch  such  cases,  for 
the  rights — or  privileges — we  enjoy  can  only  be  kept 
by  "eternal  vigilance." 


The  ever-verdant  "Vernon"  writes  thusly  on 
•  Gut  V.  Eyed  Flies  "  : — 

When  a  fish  is  on  the  feed 

Do  you  think  that  he  will  heed 

The  peculiar  conformation  of  a  fly  ? 
If  he  fills  his  "Little  Mary" 
Do  you  think  that  he  will  care  ?  He 

Only  thinks  the  subject  "all  my  eye." 


The  "  Briny  "  Anglers  have  transferred  their  place 
of  meeting  to  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square, 
Blackfriars,  S.E..  where  they  will  shortly  have  a 
"house  warming,"  and  at  the  latter  all  anglers 
interested  in  sea  fishing  are  cordially  invited. 


A  MEMBER  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers  A.S.  (Mr.  C.  J. 
King)  has  receatly  had  some  good  sport  from  the 
Lea  at  St.  Margaret's.  He  captured  several  perch, 
largest,  21b.,  and  jack  up  to  4Jlb..  on  tight  line  and 
roach  tackle.    The  hook  was  a  No.  9. 


The  Holloway  Anglers  have  arranged  a  prize 
outing  to  take  place  at  St.  Neots  on  Jan.  12. 
Some  good  roach  (lib.  lloz.,  lib.  lO^oz.,  and 
lib.  lOoz.)  have  been  weighed  in  recently;  also 
some  fine  dace,  largest,  12oz. 


At  a  certain  hostelry,  which  shall  be  nameless, 
a  gentleman  (?)  applied  for  his  Christmas-box. 
Boniface  informed  him  that  he  did  not  give  Christ- 
mas-boxes, and  also  reminded  the  said  gentleman 
that  his  face  was  quite  unfamiliar  to  him.  "  Well," 
said  the  "  box"  hunter,  "this  is  the  first  time  I've 
been  in  this  house,  and  it  will  be  the  last." 


Anglers  of  Hastings  and  neighbourhood  are 
hereby  notified  that  if  they  will  attend  at  the 
Castle  Hotel,  Hastings,  on  Friday  evening, 
Jan.  15,  they  will,  a.s  the  advertisements  say,  "hear 
of  something  to  their  advantage."  A  general 
meeting  of  "  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Angling 
Association  "  will  be  held,  and  the  business  will  be 
matters  of  "much  pith  and  moment."  The  out- 
come, I  venture  to  prophesy,  will  be  more  life  and 
vigour  in  an  already  prosperous  society.  With  Mr. 
O.  R.  Travers,  M.R.C.S.,  president,  and  Messrs.  H. 
Dowsett  and  W.  G.  Scott,  joint  hon.  sees.,  the 
association  must  go  on  from  success  to  success. 
***** 

It  will  ba  proposed  that  there  shall  be  a  Fresh 
Water  Branch  and  a  Sea  Angling  Branch  of  the 
Association,  so  that  anglers  of  every  description  will 
be  well  looked  after.  The  agenda  of  the  meeting  is 
most  business-like  and  complete,  and  the  list  of 
proposed  committee  men  includes  anglers  who  are 
competent  to  "boss"  the  angling  interests  of 
creation. 


Mr.  a,  G.  Smith,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  South 
London  Anglers'  Visiting  List,  announces  that  on 
Friday  evening,  Jan.  15,  a  delegate  meeting  will  be 
held  at  (the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson  Square,  Black- 
friars, S.E.,  to  arrange  the  prize  list  for  the'South 
London  match  at  Windsor  on  Jan.  17. 


"What's  the  matter  with  Islington?"  "She's 
all  right !  "  Rather  !  This  northern  part  of  London 
is  well  looked  after,  I  assure  you,  for  its  municipal 
men  are  men  of  might.  And  now  I  see  that  Mr. 
J.  F.  S.  Gooday,  general  manager  of  the  Great 
Eastern  Railway,  has  been  paying  "  Merrie  Isling- 
ton "  fresh  attentions.  A  new  goods  and  parcels 
office  is  opened  at  353,  Upper-street.  This  will  be 
a  boon  to  many.  At  this  office  particulars  of  sea- 
side and  tourist  tickets  can  be  obtained  and  the 
public  kept  well  informed  as  to  the  liberal  arrange- 
ments constantly  made  for  G.E.R.  passengers. 


Mr.  Henry  Butt,  the  hon.  secretary  of  that  old- 
established  angling  society,  the  Izaak  Walton,  tells 
me  that  they  have  a  prize  outing  to  Henley-on- 
Thames  on  Jan.  17,  when  a  special  saloon  carriage 
will  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  members.  Mr.  Butt — 
I  nearly  said  "  if  ' ' — but,  "  ifs  "  or  "  butts,"  may  you 
have  a  successful  and  enjoyable  outing. 


"  Are  you  playing  horses  ?  "  asked  the  bene- 
volent old  gentleman,  who  takes  an  interest  in  chil- 
dren. "  Certainly  not,"  answered  the  little  boy. 
"  Wo  are  amusing  ourselves  by  the  assumption  that 
Brother  Jack  is  an  ichthyosaurus,  and  that  I  am  a 
prehistoric  man  in  pursuit  of  him." 


Fishing  Days. 

Sing  a  song  of  sus-pense. 

Jar  of  A  L  E, 
I   And  a  gang  of  fishermen. 

Dry  as  they  can  be. 
When  the  jar  is  opened. 

Men  begin  to  sing. 
Praising  me  because  I'd 

Thought  the  jar  to  bring. 
Round  goes  the  tumbler, 

Underneath  the  tree — 
Oh,  will  there  be  a  drink  left 

When  it  gets  to  mo  ? 

N.B.— There  wasn't. 


Eighty  years  ago  a  farmer,  who  resided  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  Lochmaben,  Dumfries- 
shire, kept  a  gander,  who  had  not  only  a  great  trick 
of  wandering  himself,  but  also  delighted  in  piloting 
forth  his  cackling  harem  to  weary  themselves  in 
circumnavigating  their  native  lake,  or  in  straying 
aiiidst  forbidden  fields  on  the  opposite  shore. 
Wishing  to  check  this  vagrant  habit,  he  one  day 
seized  the  gander  just  as  he  was  about  to  spring 
into  his  favourite  element,  and  tying  a  large  fish 
hook  to  his  leg,  to  which  was  attached  part  of  a 
dead  frog,  he  suffered  him  to  proceed  upon  his 
voyage  of  discovery.  As  he  had  anticipated,  this 
bait  soon  caught  the  eye  of  a  greedy  pike,  which, 
swallowing  the  deadly  hook,  not  only  arrested  the 
progress  of  the  astonished  gander,  but  forced  him 
to  perform  half-a-dozen  .somersaults  on  the  surface 
of  the  water  !  For  some  time  the  struggle  was  most 
amusing- — the  fish  pulling  and  the  bird  screaming 
with  all  its  might — the  one  attempting  to  fly  and 
the  other  to  swim  from  the  invisible  enemy — the 
gander  one  moment  losing  and  the  next  regaining 
his  centre  of  gravity,  and  casting  between  whiles 
many  a  rueful  look  at  liis  snow-white  fleet  of  geese 
and  goslings,  who  cackled  forth  their  sympathy  for 
their  afflicted  commodore.  At  length  victory  de- 
clared in  favour  of  the  feathered  angler,  who, 
bearing  away  for  the  nearest  shore,  landed  on  the 
smooth  green  grass  one  of  the  finest  pike  ever 
caught  in  the  Castle  Loch.  This  adventure  is  said 
to  have  cured  the  gander  of  his  propensity  for 
wandering. 


An  old  lady  with  a  sorrowful  face  meeting  a 
sergeant  of  one  of  His  Majesty's  regiments  in  the 
street  one  day  addressed  him  thus  :  "I  have  one 
of  my  boys  out  at  the  war  ;  do  you  really  think  he 
gets  enough  to  eat  out  there  ?  "  "  Well,  madam, 
I  can't  say  that  he  gets  enough,  but  I  have  no 
doubt  he  sees  plenty."  Old  lady  (brightening  up)  : 
"  He  is  all  right  then — if  he  sees  food  he  will  have 
it  ;  he  always  would  when  he  was  at  home." 


Eels  are  especiall3'  active  in  obstructing  mecha- 
nical power.  A  3ft.  specimen  plugged  up  the  water- 
pipes  in  the  boiler-room  of  the  National  Licorice  Co. 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  keeping  400  employes  from  work 
for  over  an  hour. 


"  There  are  quiet  victories  and  struggles,  great 
sacrifices  of  self,  and  noble  acts  of  heroism  done 
every  day  in  nooks  and  corners,  and  in  little  house- 
hold?,  and  in  men's  and  women's  hearts." 


Bob  (an  angler)  :  "  Can't  swim  !  Absurd  ■ 
Every  angler  ought  to  know  how  to  swim."  Jack 
(another  angler)  :  "  Not  at  all  absurd  ;  you  might 
as  well  say  every  fish  ought  to  know  how  to  walk 
down  Fleet-street  for  his  drinks  !  " 


Among  the  most  beautiful  of  the  "wonders  of 
the  shore  "  picked  up  by  tourists  on  the  coasts  of 
Devonshire  and  Cornwall  is  a  rosy  anemone,  terme  d 
by  scientists  Sagartia  rosea.  According  to  M.  Zervos, 
says  the  Medical  Magazine,  this  anemone  is  the 
cause  of  an  affection  among  sponge  divers.  Its 
"sting"  is  capable  of  producing  inflammation, 
followed  by  serious  consequences.  The  fishers  of 
the  north-west  of  Africa  .sometimes  collect  and  dry 
these  anemones,  and  use  them  as  a  poison  for 
domestic  animals. 


Lady  :  "  I  dreamt  last  night  that  my  teeth 
dropped  out.  That  means  the  loss  of  friends." 
Gent. :  "  Well,  let  us  hope  they  are  false — friends.' 


Keep  your  troubles  to  yourself  ;  when  you  tel 
them  you  are  taking  up  the  time  of  the  man  who  is 
waiting  to  tell^his. 


Grocer  :  "  Half  a  pound  of  tea.  Which  will 
you  have,  black  or  green  ?  "  Servant  :  "  Shure 
ayther  will  do.  It's  for  an  ould  woman  that's 
nearly  blind." 


In  that  weird  land  that  lies  beyond  the  west. 
Where  warm  waves  kiss  the  unresisting  strand. 

And  rocks,  rose-hued  from  base  to  slender  crest. 
Are  poised,  like  rare  stones  on  a  maiden's  hand. 
Along  the  shelving  stretches  of  white  sand. 

Plying  his  craft,  yet  dreaming  much  in  sooth. 

Among  his  kinsfolk  dwelt  a  fisher  youth. 

So  writes  T.  Bruce  Dilks  in  a  very  pretty  poem, 
"  The  Adamantine  Island,"  and  I  desire  to  say  I 
should  like  to  know  where  that  island  can  be  found 
— there  must  be  good  fishing  there. 


"  The  development  of  the  sinciput,"  said  the 
professor,  "  indicates  filial  affection.  Thus,  for 
inst>ance,  gentlemen,  look  at  your  schoolfellow  here, 
he  has  an  enormous  bump  at  the  back  of  his  head  ; 
now  he  is  sure  to  love  his  parents  in  the  highest 
degree.  Is  that  so,  my  young  friend  ?  "  "  No." 
"  What,  you  don't  love  your  parents  ?  "  "  Yes,  I 
love  my  mother.  But  my  father  is  no  better  than 
he  should  be,  and  this  bump  is  where  he  hit  me  with 
a  stick  yesterday  because  I  went  fishing." 


The  electric  tramway  service  on  the  Phoenix' Park 
route  in  Dublin  was  brought  to  .a  standstill  for  about 
an  hour  by  the  perverse  conduct  of  a  cow.  It  was 
being  driven  along  the  street  when  it  lay  down  on 
the  tramway  tracks  to  rest.  Every  effort  short  of 
violence  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  cow,  but  with- 
out effect.  Ultimately  ropes  were  secured  and 
haulage  power.  Just  as  a  tall  policeman  was  about 
to  give  the  order,  "Pull  away,"  the  cow  rose  to  its 
feet,  looked  about  in  wonder,  and  calmly  walked  off. 
I  think  it  was  George  Stephenson  who,  when  asked 
during  a  cross-questioning  before  the  House  of 
Commons  Committee  what  would  be  the  result  of  a 
cow  straying  across  the  lines,  answered  very  coolly, 
"  It  would  be  a  bad  job  for  the  coo  !  " 


Within  the  last  few  years  many  hitherto  unknown 
fishes  have  been  found  in  Mexico.  Among  the  more 
recent  ones  is  a  catfLsh  that  has  the  pecuHar  habit  of 
carrying  its  eggs  and  young  in  its  mouth.  The 
catfish  mother  makes  the  father  take  care  of  the  eggs 
and  young.  She  drops  the  eggs  around  anywhere, 
while  the  poor  father,  swimming  after  her  and  gob- 
bling the  eggs  up  in  his  mouth,  must  carry  them  for 
some  weeks  before  they  hatch.  He  can  eat  nothing 
during  this  time,  and  so  grows  thin  and  lean  and 
lank. 


Some  people  when  they  experience  a  loss  are 
despondent  ;  others  go  to  work  all  the  harder  and 
make  a  gain  that  more  than  covers  the  loss.  There 
is  a  good  moral  in  the  following.  At  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  an  officer  rushed  up  to  Grant  and  said : 
"  Sheneral,  Schwartz's  battery  is  took."  "  Well, 
sir,"  said  Grant,  "  you  spiked  the  guns  before  they 
were  taken  ?  "  "  Vat  !  Schpike  dem  new  guns  T 
No,  Sheneral,  it  would  schpoil  'em."  "  Well,  then, 
what  did  you  do  ?  "  "  Do  ?  Vy,  we  went  right  in 
and  we  took  'em  back  again."  Dragnet. 
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^Letters  to  the  Ebitoc 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


MR.  CHOL]\rONDELEY  PENNELL'S  SINGLE^ 
TRIANGLE  SPINNING  FLIGHT. 

Dear  Sie, — I  am  sorry  to  have  again  to  trespass 
upon  your  courtesy  after  the  very  considerable 
space  in  your  columns  which  I  have  somehow 
appeared  to  monopolise  during  the  last  few  weeks. 
But  I  do  not  like  to  pass  over  altogether  without 
comment  some  of  the  letters  which  appeared  in 
your  last  impression  and  in  which  my  name  appears. 

SIb.  Littlewood's  Lettee. 

Mr.  Littlewood  writes  that  some  thirty  years  ago 
Mr.  Ogden  (the  fishing  tackle  manufacturer  of 
Cheltenham)  recommended  him  to  use  a  single- 
triangle  spinning  flight  for  pike  fishing.  Of  course 
I  accept  Mr.  Littlewood's  statement,  but  6is  neither 
Mr.  Ogden  nor  Mr.  Littlewood  himself  has  ever 
given  the  public  the  benefit  of  the  information,  it 
may  ba  taken  for  the  purpose  in  question  (appar- 
ently to  detract  from  the  originality  of  the  spinning 
tackle  which  I  published  in  your  columns)  as  being 
"non-existent." 

Mr.  Feancis  Howse's  Letter. 

"Sir.  Howse  says  that  he  takes  an  interest  in  my 
single -triangle  flight  "which  was  invented  some 
fifty  years  ago  either  by  the  late  Mr.  Storr  or  by 
his  late  father,  Mr.  Thomas  Howse";  and  Mr. 
Howsa  then  produces  a  diagram  of  a  tivo-triangled 
flight,  which  differs  in  almost  every  conceivable 
respect  from  my  own  ! 

I  may  add  that  having  given  the  Storr  flight  a 
practical  trial  some  years  ago,  I  formed  an  un- 
favourable opinion  of  its  merits. 

Me.  H.  Ebuey's  Lettee. 

This  gentleman,  following  on  the  lines  of  Mr. 
Littlewood,  gives  an  illustration  of  a  single-triangle 
spinning  flight,  as  he  truly  says,  of  "exactly  the 
same  size  and  similar  to  Mr.  Pennell's"  for  the 
purpose,  as  it  would  appear,  of  demonstrating  that 
he  himself  had  been  in  the  habit  of  using  the  tackle 
in  question  long  before  I  illustrated  and  recom- 
mended it  in  your  columns.  I  will  merely  observe 
on  this  that  my  remarks  a  propos  of  Mr.  Little- 
wood s  letter  apply  equally  to  Mr.  Ebury's.  Why 
didn  t  he  let  the  public  into  his  secret  a  little  earlier  i 
As  saith  the  poet — 

"Small  is  the  worth  of  baauty  from   the  light 
retired. 

Bid  it  come  forth — ^suffer  itself  to  be  desired — 

And  not  blush  so  to  bo  admired  1 " 

*  *  *         .    *  * 

Having  now  dealt — T  think  sufficiently  for  the 
jjurpose — with  the  three  letters  of  your  corre- 
pondents  on  the  subject  of  my  spinning  flight, 
it  only  remains  to  express  my  thank?  to  a  "New 
Subscriber "  for  his  very  able  and  convincing 
article  on  "  Eyed  v.  Gut-tied  Flies,"  -and  personally 
for  his  polite  references  to  the  Badminton  Library 
("Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing")  and  its  author. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  Cholmondeley  Pennell. 

"A  MOORLAND  SALMON  STREAM." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  read  an  interesting  and 
very  well  written  little  article  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  by  "J.  D.  P."  which  I  have  no  doubt  refers 
to  a  river  which  (and  I  think  I  may  say  this  without 
boasting)  I  know  as  well  as  most  people.  I  can 
quite  imderstand  "J.  D.  P."  being  puzzled  why  the 
salmon  in  this  river  will  not  take  a  fly  when  they 
will  take  a  worm.  No  doubt,  however,  there  are 
similar  rivers  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and 
fishermen  botter  qualified  than  I  am  will  be  able  to 
answer  the  question  generally. 

However,  I  will  give  my  opinion  on  the  matter 
with  regard  to  this  particular  river.  And  first,  I 
myself  would  like  to  put  a  question  to  that  angler 
who  climbs  down  on  to  that  rocky  ledge  above  the 
deep  still  wateru  of  that  long  pool  and  throws  his 
worm  in  to  be  worked  about  by  the  strong  "  under- 
tow." 

He  has  evidently  fished  a  great  deal  in  this 
Devonshire  river  with  the  worm,  and  has  no  doubt 
over  and  over  again  devoted  who'e-  days  to  it ;  he 
has  had  good  luck  on  some  days,  and  on  others  he 
Jias  gone  quite  empty  away.  Has  he  ever  yet 
devoted  a  whole  day  or  e.en  the  quarter  of  a  day 
to  fishing  there  for  salmon  with  a  fly  ?  I  am  quite 
sure  that,  like  myselt,  he  would  not  ba  so  Joolish, 
though  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  these  salmon, 
like  others,  would  take  a  fly  almost  as  often  as  they 
take  a  worm,  if  it  could  be  properly  presented  to 
them.  But  it  cannot  be,  and  thereoy  hangs  the 
whole  matter. 

There  are  hardly  any  pools  in  this  rocky  little 
river  whore  a  salmon  fly  can  be  thrown  at  all,  and 


still  fewer  pools  or  runs  where  the  fly  could  p()^sibly 
be  presented  to  the  fish  in  their  usual  lying  plac  es. 
I  know  the  river  so  well  that  I  could  go  through  all 
these  lying  places  with  your  readers  if  I  liked,  but  I 
won't  do  this  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  the  salmon  are 
almost  always  caught  behind  rocks  lying  in  heavy 
water,  and  generally  close  to  the  falls  at  the  head 
of  the  pools. 

In  this  long  pool  itself  it  is  not  quite  right  to  say 
that  the  fall  prevents  an  easy  access  to  the  waters 
above.  A  good  many  years  ago,  before  the  blasting 
of  a  rock,  this  was  certainly  the  case,  but  now 
every  fish  almost  struggles  to  go  up  highsr,  and 
most  of  them  succead,  certainly  up  to  the  end  of 
September,  though  from  the  middle  of  October,  as 
the  fish  get  weaker  and  the  water  as  a  rule  heavier, 
doubtless  a  great  many  are  driven  back  ;  but  these 
late  fish,  though  they  will  take  a  bait  pretty  readily, 
are  hardly  worth  catching. 

There  are,  however,  times  when,  as  "J.  D.  P." 
says,  a  certain  number  of  fish  are  found  in  the  still 
lower  part  of  the  pool  waiting  there  for  the  chance 
of  negotiating  the  waterfall.  I  have  seen  them 
plunging  about  there  (I  should  hardly  call  it 
"rising,"  using  the  word  in  its  usual  sense),  and 
have  also  seen  many  caught  from  that  same  ledge. 
I  have  seen  a  fly  tried  there, for  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  at  a  time,  but  never  perseveringly.  And 
can  fishing  there  with  a  fly  be  called  true  "  fly 
fishing  for  salmon  "  at  all  ?  The  gut,  for  so  it  is  in 
tills  long  narrow  pool,  is  hardly  more  than  twelve 
feet  wide  at  its  widest  part,,  and  it  is  covered  with 
trees  hanging  not  very  high  up  over  the  water.  No 
fly  can  be  thrown  there :  it  has  to  be  chucked  out 
under  your  roie  like  a  bait.  The  best  place  to  flsh 
this  pool  with  a  worm,  if  the  salmon  and  peal  are 
there,  and  the  placa  is  flshable,  is  in  the  I'ough 
water  by  the  fall,  as  I  have  elsewhere  described. 

No  ;  there  is  to  my  mind  only  about  one  spot 
in  this  stream  where  there  is  a  really  good  fly  cast 
for  salmon,  and  this  is  in  the  lower  part  of  a  well- 
known  pool  not  very  far  up  from  the  sea.  It  is  a 
most  tempting  looking  place,  and  has  often  been 
tried  with  both  worm  and  fly. 

But  is  it  a  feeding  ground,  and  will  the  salmon 
take  any  kind  of  bait  there  ?  I  think  not,  or,  at  all 
events,  very  rarely,  though  they  swarm  and  will 
take  the  worm  with  their  heads,  tails,  backs,  and 
bellies  up  above  in  the  rush  close  to  the  top  fall. 
To  sum  up,  the  river  is  too  confined,  too  rough,  too 
rocky,  and  too  overgrown  for  fly  fishing  for  salmon, 
and  so  it  would  be  useless  to  name  any  fly  ;  but  if 
any  angler  is  really  anxious  to  say  he  has  caught 
a  salmon  with  a  fly  there,  I  think  I  sho\fld  recom- 
mend a  largish  Alexandra  which  could  be  worke  i 
samewhat  like  a  minnow;  but  I  daresay  "  J.  D.  P." 
ha?  tried  this. 

There  are  just  one  or  two  points  in  which,  from  a 
long  experience,  I  must  (quite  good-humouredly,  I 
hope)  differ  from  "J.  D.  P." 

First,  I  should  never  use  the  fine  gut  he  describes 
in  such  a  river ;  the  best  single  sea-trout  gut  stained 
dull  would  do  for  salmon  in  the  very  lowest  state 
of  the  water.  Salmon  are  not  like  trout  in 
shyness. 

It  is  very  pleasant,  an!  perhaps  gives  more 
"sport,"  or  at  all  event?,  mora  "anxiety,"  to  land 
a  salmon  on  fine  trontgut,  but  think  of  "J.  D.  P.'s" 
poor  friend  who  hooked  eighteen  fish  and  was  only 
able  to  land  one  !  If  his  gut  had  been  a  bit  stronger 
I  think  he  would  have  hookad  just  as  many  fish, 
and  have  landed  a  gold  many  more  than  he  did. 

I  quite  agree  that  the  sport  on  the  Lyn,  after  you 
have  hooked,  ymr  fish,  is  superior  ts  the  fishing  on 
large,  easy-goins;  fly  rivers. 

In  another  point  I  totally  differ,  after  a  very  long 
period  of  ob  ervation,  from  "J.  D.  P."  He  says 
that  on  this  river  in  the  still  po  jls  (as  if  there  were 
many  of  them)  salmon  undjubtedly  are  seen  to  ri<e 
at  the  natural  fly.  They  may  of  course  do  so  at 
rare  times,  but  I  have  never  seen  one  do  so  in  my 
life,  though  I  have  seen  thousands  jumping  at  the 
falls,  and  others  (in  not  more  than  two  pools) 
plunging  and  scurrying  about  in  the  still  water  to 
rub  themselves  and  get  rid  of  sea-lice. — Yours  truly, 

Claude  F.  Wade. 

rif  "J.  D.  P."  has  not  read  Mr.  Wade's  charming 
little  work,  "  Exmoor  Sti'earns,"  published  by  Mr. 
Coiinnin,  bookseller,  Exeter,  I  advise  him  to  do  so. 
Is  not  the  river  in  question  the  Lyn,  and  the  paol 
"Long  Pool"  ?— Ed.J 


TRAILING  OR  POT-HUNTING. 

Deae  Sir, — I  have  read  the  correspondence  which 
has  appeared  lately  in  your  columns  under  the 
above  heading,  and  in  the  last  letter  on  the  subject 
I  see  my  name  mentioned.  "  Boston  Bittern  "  con- 
demns trailing  or  trolling  as  "pot-hunting,"  and 
apparently  looks  on  it  as  a  kind  of  poaching.  This 
may  be  t^'e  cas-e  on  rivers  like  the  Thames,  but  it  is 
a  very  different  thing  on  Lough  Corrib,  Mfhere  that 
method  of  fishing  is  anything  but  "pot  filling." 


Spinning  from  a  boat  on  Lough  ('orrib  would  ii'i 
d(jubt  give  the  angler  lots  of  exercise,  but  in  mv 
opinion  very  few  fish.  As  a  rule,  the  trout  taken 
trailing  after  March  would  never  rise  at  a  fly,  as 
they  live  almost  exclusively  on  small  fry. 

The  majoritv  of  anglers  would,  1  imagine,  prefer 
to  fish  with  a  fly  on  livers  like  the  Tweed,  etc.,  but 
to  do  this  they  must  be,  first,  physically  fit ;  and 
secondly,  they  must  be  blessed  with  plenty  of 
money  or  have  friends  possessed  of  such  who  are 
kind  enough  to  invite  them  to  fish  on  their  waters. 
I  think,  however,  that  the  majority  of  anglers  are 
men  of  moderate  means  who  are  anxious  to  get  the 
best  fishing  they  can  at  a  reasonable  cost,  and  are 
prepared  to  adopt  such  methods  of  fishing  as  are 
most  congenial  to  thtif  individual  tastes  and  will 
give  them  the  best  results.  Some  anglers  that  I 
know  of  delight  in  fitting  undar  a  large  sunshade  in 
a  biat  anchored  in  soma  quiet  sheltered  bay,  and 
with  a  plentiful  supply  of  live  baits  paternoster 
for  trout,  parch,  and  pika  ;  others  I  know  of  grounrl 
bait  with  worm^  some  daep  pool  along  the 
shore  of  the  lake,  and  then  spend  the  day  worm 
fishing  ;  others  will  do  nothing  but  whip  the  surface 
of  the  water  with  a  cast  of  artificial  flies — this  I 
have  seen  them  doing  in  a  dead  calm,  and  then 
wonder  they  don  t  rise  fiih.  The  a'jjve  nietho  Is, 
I  believe,  are  perm  ssible  on  rivers  lik !  tb ; 
Thames,  and  would  not  be  considered  pot-hunting 
by  "  Boston  Bittern."  Theie  are  three  other 
methods  also  adopted  on  Lough  Corrib,  namely — 

(1)  trailing  from  three  to  eight  flies  on  two  rods; 

(2)  also  trailing  artificial  or  natural  baits  from  twcj 
rods;  (3)  while  others  eo  prepared  for  eithe- 
casting  or  dapping  according  to  the  season  of  the 
year  and  weathf^r,  or  for  trailing.  Personally,  I 
follow  the  latter  procedure,  and  would  recommend 
strongly  all  anglers  who  vi  it  Lough  Corrib  to  do 
likewise.  Fishing  on  Lough  Corrib  is  '•  free."  An 
angler  may  fish  for  a  day  or  for  months  and  pay 
nothing  except  the  hire  of  boat  and  men.  On  a 
calm  day  in  June,  when  a  sportsman  sees  trout 
rising  by  the  hundred?  all  round  his  boat  at  the 
natural  fly,  he  would,  I  think,  naturally  wonder 
wliat  means  weie  adopted  for  the  preservation  of 
the  lake,  and  if  he  should  ask  anv  of  the  boatmen 
he  would  find  that  it  depended  chiefly  on  the  sup- 
port the  Corrib  Fisheries'  Associati  )n  obtain*  d 
from  riparian  owners  and  tourist  anglers  l.ke 
himself. 

In  1901,  when  "  Boston  Bittern"  \i?ited  Lough 
Corrib,  the  interests  of  the  preservation  of  the  lake 
were  n  it  be.ng  pushed  a?  energetically  as  they 
might  have  been,  chiefly  owing  to  the  late  honorary 
secretary  having  his  hands  full  of  ether  more 
important  work,  and  consequently  the  claims  of 
the  association  may  not  have  come  under  "  Boston 
Bittern's  "  notice,  otherwise  I  have  no  doubt  he 
would  willingly  have  subscribed  something  towards 
the  good  work  It  was  in  that  year  also,  I  think, 
that  Mr.  Holmes-Leigh  came  to  settle  on  the  lake  ; 
he  came  as  an  entire  stranger  to  the  countiy,  the 
people,  and  their  ways.  He  knew  nothing  of  the 
association  or  its  work,  and  the  result  of  what  he 
saw  and  heard  of  the  poaching  on  Lough  Corrib 
wa?  the  series  of  letters  from  him  which  appeared 
in  your  columns  in  1901,  and  from  which  "Boston 
Bittern  "  quotes  ext-acts. 

I  took  over  the  honorary  secretaryship  of  the 
association  early  in  1902,  and  soon  after  received 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Holmes-Leigh  asking  for  certain 
information  about  the  association.  In  reply  I 
suggested  that  ic  would  ba  more  sitisfactory  if  we 
met  and  talked  over  the  matter,  and  accordingly 
we  met  and  I  explained  what  the  association  was 
doing  and  its  object.  From  that  time  up  to  the 
present  I  have  had  no  more  zeilous  coadjutor  in 
putting  down  poaching  than  Mr.  Holmes-Leigh. 
Not  only  has  he  subscribed  generously  every  year 
since,  but  he  has  successfully  canvassed  for  funds 
from  the  anglers  who  visit  his  side  of  the  lake. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  I  do  not  agree  with  him 
in  his  remark  that  English  anglers  as  a  rule  are 
very  forgetful  to  subsciiba  to  the  tiinds  of  the 
association,  though  in  some  case?  they  have  been. 
For  instance,  on  one  occasion  the  association's  head- 
bailiff  visited  a  hotel  at  which  there  were  iwenty-one 
sportsmen  staying,  and  from  which  they  fished  both 
Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask.  When  asked  to  sub- 
scribe they  all  with  one  exception  refused  as  far  as 
Lough  Corrib  was  concerned.  I  hope  they  treated 
the  Lough  .^/lask  Preservation  Society  more  gener- 
ously. Again,  a  sportsman  residing  at  an  hotel  ia 
Oughterard  fished  for  about  a  fortnight  on  Lough 
Corrib  and  had  very  fair  sport  dapping  for  trout, 
and  on  being  interviewed  by  the  head-bai.iff  pro- 
mised to  subscribe  10s.  before  he  left.  A  day  or 
two  after  he  landed  a  fine  grilse  also  on  the  dap. 
I  regret  to  say  he  left,  and  his  name  will  not  appear 
in  this  year's  balance-sheet  as  a  subscriber.  The 
above  cases  are,  I  am  glad  to  .«ay,  the  exception 
and  not  the  general  rule,  and  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  state  that  English  anglers  and  others 
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are  supporting  the  association  freely,  and  in  cor- 
roboration of  this  I  may  mention  that  while  the 
subscriptions  in  1901  amounted  onlv  to  £3  lOs., 
they  were  £100  123.  6d.  in  1902,  and  £121  18s.  6d. 
in  1903. — Yours  truly,         Scrope  B.  Doig, 

Hon.  Sec.  Corrib  Fisheries'  Association. 

!  If  all  the  good  free  waters  had  such  good  anglers 
and  sportsmen  as  Mr.  Doig  and  Mr.  Holmes-Leigh 
to  look  after  them,  what  grand  fishing  there  would 
be  all  over  the  United  Kingdom. — Ed. J 


TRAILING  OR  POT-HUNTING,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  not  the  pleasure  of  knowing 
ilie  gentleman's  name  who  adopts  the  nom  de 
guerre  of  "Boston  Bittern";  but  perhaps  Mr. 
Doig  and  others  residing  at  Oughterard  may  know 
this  self  -  assertive  and  aggressive  gentleman, 
remembering  the  sad  event  which  took  place  there 
according  to  "Boston  Bittern's"  letter  in  your 
issue  of  Jan.  2.  God  forbid  that  I  should  know- 
ingly write  or  speak  flippantly  of  the  dead. 
("  Boston  Bittern's  "  remarks  in  JbHshing  Gazette  of 
Nov.  14,  1903,  would  not  strike  a  stranger  as 
writing  of  a  deceased  person.)  I  am.  sure  also 
"  Boston  Bittern  "  had  every  sympathy  shown  him, 
as  he  states,  by  the  good  people  of  Oughterard. 

"  Boston  Bittern  "  accuses  me  of  being  a  "  pot- 
hunter." Well,  I  am  not  ashamed  to  own  I  am  a 
"  pot-hunter,"  and  trailer  or  troller.  I  am,  more- 
over, njt  ashamed  to  write  my  name  at  end  of  my 
letters,  and  I  still  maintain  that  fly  fishers  as  a 
body  are  "pot-hunters"  also,  and  "Boston 
Bittern,"  who  has  caught  fish  by  fair  means  and 
foul  (what  fish  are  they  if  not  trout  ?  surely  not 
"  stinking,  slimy  brutes  of  pike  "),  owns  he  has  been 
a  "  pot-hunter,"  else  how  should  lie  have  desired  to 
catch  fish  by  foul  means  ?  1  suppose  now  this 
cantankerous  old  "  pot-hunter,"  in  measuring,  so 
to  spaak,  "my  corn  by  his  own  bushel,"  hLs  "seared 
conscience  having  smitten  liim,"  would  do  away  with 
trolling  from  a  boat  or  trolling  with  two  rods  from 
the  same  (of  course  "  Boston  Bittern  "  only  uses  one 
fly  .at  a  cast).  "Boston  Bittern,"  in  fact,  desires 
a  1  the  trout  for  the  fly  fisher's  pot,  be  they  8-inch 
sprats,  or  smaller  or  larger  as  the  case  may  be. 
How  about  the  cannibal  trout  and  lake  trout  (ferox)  ? 
There  are,  as  I  have  stated,  many  trout,  especially 
in  very  deep  water  (which  the  fly  fisher  does  not 
frequent),  tliat  never  rise  to  a  fly,  and  which,  together 
with  the  pike  and  parch,  ravenously  feed  on  small 
t  rout  fry  ;  those  are  the  fish  which  the  troller  catches 
as  a  rule,  and  if  "Boston  Bittern"  was  not  so 
oiratically  opinionated  and  ungenerous  he  would  at 
once  acknowledge  how  the  fly  fisher  is  benefited 
by  tiie  troller.  i^'rom  my  experience  of  Lough 
Corrib  there  are  many  large  fash  (trout)  that  will 
not  take  any  lure  excepting  the  natural  Green 
Drake  and  Daddy  Long-legs — they  won't  look  at 
artificial  fly,  preserved  or  natural  baits,  etc.  Why 
is  this  ? 

"Boston  Bittern"  gives  quotations  from  my 
letters  in  Fishing  Gazette,  1901.  I  will  again  prove 
liim  most  erratic.  I  became  a  resident  on  the  shores 
of  Lough  Coriib  in  June,  1901,  not  having  known 
this  part  of  Ireland  before.  Cross-lining  was 
rampant  then  —  as  shown  in  my  letters  which 
"  Boston  Bittern  "  refers  to — and  water-bailiffs  were 
conspicuous  by  their  absence  from  the  lake — in 
fact,  poachers  had  full  sway  of  the  lough,  the 
Corrib  Fisheries'  Association  was  in  a  bad  way,  and 
I  was  fully  justified  in  writing  as  I  did  on  Nov.  2, 
1901,  an  extract  from  which  "Boston  Bittern" 
gives.  I  do  not  imagine  "  Boston  Bittern  "  under- 
stands how  cross-lines  are  worked  by  liis  stating 
"evidently  the  baits  between  the  boats  were 
trailed."  I  believe  I  gave  a  lucid  description  in 
the  letters  referred  to.  Of  course  the  baits  are 
trailed,  artificial  flies  predominating.  There 
are,  as  I  liave  before  stated,  a  fearful  quantity 
of  fish  that  get  pr.cked  and  torn  by  these  tiy  baits 
and  get  away  (instinct  makes  these  fish  very  shy  of 
fly  baits  after).  An  old  cross-liner  recently  told 
ma  that  he  and  his  niite  had  on  the  line  between 
the  boats  five  salmon  at  one  time,  and  that  they 
all  broke  away.  Cross-lines  worked  the  shallows 
with  equal  facility,  using  only  flies  and  small  light 
baits.  A  fisheraian  told  me  the  other  day  that 
<:ro?s-lining  improved  the  trout  fishing,  as  the  men 
<!augiit  so  many  pike,  and  ate  the  eggs  of  the  saw- 
bill  or  maganza,  which  ihey  find  on  the  islands  on 
Corrib,  It  i-i  well-known  this  bird  plays  greit 
liavoc  w.th  small  trout  fry.  I  must  now  say 
that  a  new  lion,  secretary  in  the  person  of  Mr. 
S.  B.  Doig  was  appointed  to  the  Corrib  Fisheiies' 
Association  on  Jan.  20,  1902,  and  since  that 
gentleman  has  been  in  office  a  great  and 
Hu  jcessf ul  change  has  occurred  in  affairs.  Cross- 
lining  is  unknown  on  the  lough,  and  many  of  those 
who  were  originally  employed  in  this  mode  of 
iiihing  get  employment  as  bailiffs  and  boatmen. 
Anglers  who  have  employed  them  state  they  are 
most  civil  follows  and  excellent  boatmen,  doing  al] 


they  can  to  .show  sport.  The  fishing  has  greatly 
improved  on  the  lake,  and  on  calm,  warm  days 
very  many  fine  fish  ai'e  seen  rising  and  swirling  on 
the  placid  waters  of  this  gigantic  and  beautiful 
lake.  I  believe  Mr  Doig  will,  when  he  reads  the 
latest  effusion  of  "  Boston  Bittern,"  have  some- 
thing to  say  about  strangers  visiting  this  lake  not 
voluntarily  suliscribing  to  the  funds  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  lough. 

I  do  not  see  that  I  have  in  any  way  rushed  into 
print  to  laudato  myself.  Whilst  I  have  resided  here 
I  have  endeavoured  to  do  my  best  in  my  humble 
way  to  assist  Mr  Doig  since  he  has  been  in  office, 
and  I  now  again  say  that  gentleman,  who  has  been 
most  indefatigable  in  his  endeavour  to  preserve 
the  lake,  should  have  the  voluntary  help  from 
angling  guests  who  frequent  the  hotels,  etc..  in  the 
district,  and  not  receive  such  niggardly  support  as 
he  does  in  several  instances.  I  find  1  am  taking 
up  much  of  your  valuable  space,  so  will  now  bid 
the  "  Boston  Bittern  "  farewell,  and  may  he  have 
more  generosity  especially  to  fellow  pot-hunters,  be 
thoy  troUers  or  fly  fishers.  I  have  had  my  little 
siiy,  and,  in  conclusion,  trust  that  anglers  with  such 
selfish  ideas  as  "  Boston  Bittern  "  may  be  as  rare 
as  the  bird  your  correspondent  adopts  as  his 
Mom  de  guerre,  for  again  there's  room  for  all,  be 
they  troUers  or  fly  fishers.  A  Happy  New  Year 
and  good  sport  to  all,  "  Boston  Bittern  "  included. 
— Yours  truly,  E.  L.  Holmes  Leigh. 

[I  think  this  correspondence  may  now  end. — En.] 


A  PHOTOGRAPHIC  NOVELTY  OF  SUPRE.ME 
IMPORT  ANCK. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  pleasure  in  sending  for 
your  inspection  the  "  Premo  Film  Pack,"  which  is  the 
most  striking  novelty  for  gla^s  plate  camera  u-ers 
ever  introduced,  and  by  its  means  the  value  of  the 
plate  camera  ii  enhancAl  100  per  cent. 

It  is  intended  to  be  used  with  all  glass  plate 
cameras  in  connection  with  an  inexpensive  adapter, 
and  it  permits  them  to  be  loaded  and  unloaded  in 
daylight,  hitherto  a  non-existent  (jilolity.  Another 
advantage  is  that  each  exposure  can  be  focussed 
and  the  pack  at  any  time  be  withdrawn  and  its 
place  taken  by  any  ordinary  dark  slide.  The  film 
pack  is  a  simple  and  ingenious  device  consisting  of 
twelve  cut  film*,  mounted  separately  on  black 
paper  with  projecting  tabs.  In  appearance  it  is 
like  a  thin  pack  of  playing  cards  sealed  up  in  a 
protecting  sheath.  The  tabs,  which  protrude  from 
the  sheath,  are  numbered  from  one  to  twelve,  an 
extra  tab  of  paper  forming  a  safety  cover.  When 
the  exposures  are  to  be  inad«  the  label  of  the  film 
pack  is  broken  and  the  black  paper  of  the  safety 
cover  pulled  out  and  torn  off.  The  first  film  is 
then  ready  for  exposure,  and  successive  films  are 
presented  for  exposure  simply  by  pulling  out  the 
black  paper  tabs  one  by  one  and  tearing  them  off. 

The  films  themselvej  are  of  the  highest  quality, 
being  non-curling  and  colour  sensitive  and  easy  to 
develop. — Yours  trulj%  Kodak  (Limited). 

[This  is  certainly  a  delightful  invention.  You 
focus  on  the  ground  glass  and  can  then  slip  in  a 
film  in  daylight.  No  worrying  uncertainty  as  to 
whether  you  are  in  focus  or  miles  out  of  it.  Over 
thirty  years  ago  I  used  to  carry  an  8^in.  by  6iin. 
plate  camera  and  a  dark  tent  and  silver  bath,  and 
whole  array  of  chemicals  when  I  went  photo- 
graphing in  the  country.  Now  you  can  carry  the 
lot  in  your  creel.— Ed.] 


"ROACH  AND  ROACH  FISHING." 
Dear  Sir, — Really  "  F.  M."  piles  absurdity  upon 
absurdity.  I  ventured  to  remark  on  Dec.  5  :  "1  do 
not  suppose  that  a  single  Yorkshire  angler  will  be 
converted  to  his  fossilised  notion^."  On  Dec.  12, 
"  F.  M."  says :  "  I  never  saw  one  so  cannot  f=ay." 
Seeing  that  "will  be  converted"  implies  futurity, 
his  explanation  that  he  "  never  saw  a  Yorkshire 
angler  converted  to  his  fossilised  notions  "  is  as 
ridiculous  as  it  is  amusing.  Again,  on  Nov.  28, 
"  F.  M."  asserts  that  he  has  seen  "  hundreds  of 
Yorkshire  anglers  fishing  in  a  manner  that  was  a 
treat  to  witness."  Yet  shortly  afterwards  he 
astounds  us  with,  "The  hundi'eds  I  lished  among 
were  a  source  of  amusement  to  me.  '  1  suppose  he 
will  attempt  to  explain  thi<  away  in  his  usual 
profoundly  presumptive  and  withal  quibbling 
manner. 

I  might  remind  "  F.  M."  at  (he  same  time  that  to 
write,  "  It  may  be  possible  to  capture  splendid  trout, 
chub,  etc.,  on  a  tight  line,  stiff  pole  and  hair  "  (with 
the  accent  on  the  may,  Mr.  Editor),  simply  saved 
me  the  trouble  of  adding,  "  but  I  doubt  it  very 
much  " — tiie  usual  use  of  italics,  I  believe,  in  similar 
circu  instances. 

"F.  M."  adds  to  his  long  list  of  absurd  promulga- 
tions by  calmly  stating  that  he  can  fish  with  a  light 
ledger  on  a  10-foot  rod  any  water  which  can  be 


searched  with  a  20-footer  and  a,  running  line.  This 
needs  absolutely  no  comment  whatever. 

I  contend,  sir,  that  with  a  long  rod  and  a  running 
lino  the  best  points  of  the  Lea  and  Nottingham 
styles  are  embodied.  It  is  possible  to  use  gossamer 
tackle,  and  at  the  same  time  fish  waters  which, 
it  would  be]  impossible  to  fish  when  employing 
either  of  the  other  styles  mentioned.  Two  striking 
instances  come  to  my  mind.  One  was  the  first 
match  in  which  I  took  part — namely,  at  Malton, 
on  (he  Yorkshire  Derwent,  in  1899,  the  annual 
match  of  the  Leeds  Club.  One  and  all  of  the 
members  with  the  exception  of  the  writer  fished 
in  the  Nottingham  style.  As  the  weeds  grew  out 
in  one  solid  mass  for  some  four  or  five  yards  from 
the  bank  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  did  very 
little,  many  large  fish  being  lost  in  the  weeds. 
Thanks  to  the  long  rod  and  running  line,  however, 
I  was  lucky  enough  to  land  81b.  of  roach  during  the 
last  hour  and  a  half  of  the  day. 

The  other  occafsion  was  that  of  the  Leeds 
Amalgamation  Match  at  Kirkstead  this  year. 
Many  of  the  competitors  were  forced  to  give  up 
owing  to  their  inability  with  short  rods  of  getting' 
over  the  wee'ds.  Tight  lining  was  likewise  of  no 
avail,  the  result  of  the  match  proving  conclusively 
to  my  mind  the  advantages  of  a  combination  of 
the  Lea  and  Nottingham  styles  of  fishing  over 
either  of  them. 

To  show  you,  Mr.  Editor,  that  I  have  faith  in  iny 
opinions,  if  "  F.  M."  will  pay  Yorkshire  a  \isit,  I 
will  undertake  to  put  him  up,  see  that  he  has  a  right 
good  time  and  some  right  good  fishing.  I  will 
undertake  to  pay  him  and  his  favourite  haunts  a 
return  call,  we  will  compare  styles,  and  give  impres- 
sions thereon,  impartially,  to  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  This  [  think  is  fair,  both  to 
"  F.  M."  and  myself. — Yours  truly,     J.  H.  R.  B. 

EYED  V.  GUT-TIED  FLIES. 

De.vii  Sir, — It  is  a  common  error  in  controversy 
to  misstate  the  opponent's  case — to  set  up  is 
dummy  in  fact  to  knock  it  down.  Now,  I  do  not 
suggest  that  any  such  idea  was  in  the  mind  of 
"  New  Subscriber "  when  he  penned  his  letter  to 
you  which  appeared  in  your  correspondence  columns 
of  .Ian.  2.  But  for  all  that  the  bogey  he  sets  him- 
self up  to  demolish  as  mine  is  not  my  bogey. 
Anyone  reading  this  letter  would  suppose  that  I 
had  denied  to  eyed  flies  the  advantages  which  aro 
conspicuously  theirs — namely,  increased  length  of 
life,  capability  of  being  attached  to  gut  of  suitable 
thickness,  reduced  liability  to  flick  oft,  and  porta- 
bility in  small  space.  He  would  also  think  that  Ij 
advocated  blind  hooks  for  dry  fly  fishing. 

Now  what  were  my  propositions  ?  I  said  in  my 
letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct.  11,  1902:  "t 
thought  it  had  long  ago  been  settled  that,  while 
for  dry  fly  fishing  with  its  tiny  flies  and  hard  wear 
in  drying  them,  eyed  flies  are  practically  essential, 
or  at  least  have  so  many  advantages  over  flies  to 
gut  as  to  be  far  preferable,  yet  for  wet-fly  fishing 
flies  to  gut  Ijang  better,  swim  better,  and  look 
better  than  eyed  flies.  They  are  lighter,  they  have 
less  iron  in  the  wire,  the  eye  is  out  of  the  way,  and 
so  the  fly  does  not  make  a  drag  or  wake  in  the 
water.  Nevertheless,  for  lake  fishing,  where  large 
flies  are  used,  the  disadvantages  of  eyed  hooks  are 
so  much  less  than  they  are  where  small  flies  must 
be  used,  as  in  the  Yorkshire  streams,  that  their 
immense  convenience  and  cheapness  must  give 
them  the  preference  among  all  to  whom  space  and, 
economy  are  objects." 

I  will  not  quote  my  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Nov.  8,  1902,  to  which  "New  Subscriber  '  has 
made  reference,  but  I  will  ask  you  to  reproduce  it 
with  its  illustrations,  which  I  think  make  out  the 
case  as  above  stated. 

I  cannot  admit  that  my  case  is  abolished  because 
"New  Subscriber"  is  satisfied  with  eyed  flies  for 
loch  fishing,  nor  because  he  caught  a  pound  trout 
on  an  eyed  fly  on  the  Leader  when  it  was  low  and 
clear.  "  New  Subscriber  "  gives  the  measure  of  his 
experience  when  he  compares  an  eyed  fly  dry  with 
the  same  fly  "perhaps  slightly  altered  in  the 
dressing"  fished  wet.  You  have  described  me, 
sir,  as  a  dry  fly  man  who  fishes  the  wet  fly  when  he 
thinks  it  answers.  I  should  like  to  say  that  though 
I  was  brought  up  on  the  dry  fly,  since  1887  there 
has  been  onlyone  year  in  which  I  have  not  had  at 
least  a  week  on  some  wet  fly  stream,  and  my 
preference  for  the  blind  hook  for  wet  fly  fishing  in 
the  smaller  sizes  of  fly  is  the  result  of  conviction, 
all  my  prejudices  being  in  favour  of  the  eyed  hook 
on  which  I  had  been  brought  up,  and  that  I  should  ' 
not  dream  of  fishing  wet  a  dry  fly  pattern,  even  if 
"slightly  altered." 

Perhaps  "New  Subscriber"  does  not  know  tliat 
a  properly  constructed  dry  fly  is  dressed  to  fall  with 
wings  outspread  with  the  action  of  a  parachute, 
letting  the  fly  down  on  the  water  at  once  lightly 
and  cocked.    Deprive  the  fly  of  its  parachute-like 
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wings,  thicken  the  wire,  and  let  there  be  an  eye, 
and  it  necessarily  falls  clumsily  on  the  water  com- 
pared to  a  well-dressed  dry  fly  or  a  proper  lightly 
dressed  wet  fly  on  a  blind  hook  to  gut. 

I  see  nothing  in  "New  Subscriber's"  letter  to 
make  me  depart  in  the  least  from  the  opinions 
expressed  in  my  letters  of  Oct.  11  and  Nov.  8,  1902, 
while  I  can  add  another  advantage  for  blind  hooks 
— namely,  that  droppers  can  b3  dressed  on  bristles 
with  bUnd  hooks,  and  so  dressed  will  stand  out 
perfectly  from  the  casting  line,  while  the  eyed  hook 
cannot  "be  safely  knotted  on  to  biistles,  especially  if 
the  eye  be  small  and  fine  in  the  wire. — Yours 
truly,"  Val  Conson. 

[Tlie  following  is  the  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Nov.  8,  1902,  which  "Val  Conson"  refers  to.  I 
hope  "New  Subscriber"  will  carefully  read  "Val 
Conson  s  "  remarks  so  as  not  to  mistake  what  he 
savs,  also  that  there  need  be  no  unpleasant  flavour 
imported  into  the  discussion. — Ed.] 

Eyed  v.  Blind  Hooks. 

Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  intervene  again  in  this 
controversy  to  reply  to  the  letter  of  "  Benwyan  "  in 
your  issue  of  Oct.  25,  and  to  comment  on  the  Model 
Parfait  hook  courteously  recommended  by  Mr.  S. 
Allcock  in  his  letter  of  the  same  issue. 

I  wish  to  defend  the  thesis  that  for  wet  fly  fishing 
in  the  smaller  sizes  eyed  hooks  are  less  satisfactory 
than  blind  hooks.  And  first  let  me  say  that  I 
dissent  from  the  dictum  of  "Benwyan  "  that  difier- 
ence  in  weight  between  eyed  and  blind  hooks  is 
utterly  unimportant.  I  have  fished  with  very  keen 
and  accomplished  village  anglers  in  Scotland,  and 
they  utterly  rejected  eyed  flies  after  a  trial  because 
they  fall  heavy  on  the  water,  and  that  is  my  own 
experience.  In  upstream  fishing  with  a  short  line 
the  moment  the  fly  lights  is  the  deadliest  of  all,  and 


than  the  smaller  of  the  eyed  sizes,  yet  it  gives  the 
same  length  of  body.  These  facts  alone  appear  to 
me  to  point  to  the  superiority  of  the  blind  hook. 
But  when  1  find  my  experience  telling  me  that  it 
swims  better  and  hooks  better  than  the  eyed  fly  1 
have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  ray  preference. 

I  also  enclose  you  a  hackled  series  on  similar 
hooks.    The  same  remarks  apply. 

These  are  in  comparatively  large  sizes,  the  smallest 
hook  being  a  No.  2  blind  sneck.  But  the  smaller 
the  hook  the  more  accentuated  do  the  objections 
b3Come.  The  eye  becomes  in  proportion  to  the 
rest  of  the  hook  heavier,  uglier,  and  clumsier  the 
smaller  the  hook  used.  Indeed,  in  the  sniallest 
sizes  eyed  hooks  are  almost  inconceivable  for  lightly 
dressed  wet  flies.  Take,  for  instance,  the  enclosed 
Pale  Evening  Dun.  Could  it  be  satisfactorily  re- 
produced with  any  eyed  hook  ?  Some  eyed  hooks 
are  less  clumsy  in  the  eye  than  others,  but  in  my 
experience  very  small  eyes  are  cruelly  hard  on  fine 
gut. 

I  am  not  surprised  to  hear  that  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  is 
of  my  opinion. — Yours  truly,  Val  Conson. 

A  PATENT  DETACHABLE  ROD  RING 
OR  GUIDE. 

Dear  Sir, — Several  of '  our  old  fishermen  use 
these  rings,  and  they  call  them  "  corkscrews,' '  but 
they  more  particularly  use  them  for  the  top, 
because  in  running  out  a  very  long  length  they 
find  it  better  to  use  no  rings  on  the  rod  and  they 
can  soon  slip  off  the  line  if  they  are  caught  in  a 
squall  and  have  to  scud.  There  is  another  kind  we 
use  like  the  double  sheet  hooks  that  are  used  for 
attaching  the  foresail  to  the  wire  stay ;  these  are 
very  well  in  their  way,  but  all  are  liable  to  the 
defect  that  you  mention. — Yours  truly, 

Plymouth.  William  Hearder. 


if  it  lights  with  a  flop  it  is  apt  to  scare  educated 
trout. 

I  have  obtained  a  few  eyed  Model  Parfait  hooks, 
but  could  not  get  them  in  the  quite  small  sizes. 
The  feature  of  these  hooks  is  that  the  wire  instead 
of  being'round  is  flattened  at  the  sides.  The  effect 
of  this  would  be  to  lighten  the  hook  if  only  the 
bend  were  as  small  as  in  ordinary  wires  of  the  same 
length  of  shank.  But  the  result  seems  to  f  be  to 
make  a  big  bend  in  proportion  to  the  length  of 
shank  necessary,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  gain 
in  lightness  is  thus  largely  lost,  while  the  hook 
becomes  so  rank  as  hardly  to  class  as  a  fly  hook  at 
all.  I  believe  it  is  a  mechanical  principle  that, 
where  the  strain  is  not  direct,  the  round  wire  is 
stronger  than  any  other  shape,  and  as  the  Model 
Parfait  is  snecked  the  pull  is  a  bit  ^across,  and 
therefore  the  hook  is  actually  weakened  by  the 
flattening  of  the  wire.  If  the  bend  were  plain  round 
this  would  not  be  the  case. 

Now,  an  ounce  of  illustration  is  worth  a  pound  of 
theory,  and  I  have  been  at  the  pains  to  dress  a  few 
tiie-i  to  test  the  values  of  eyed  as  compared  with 
blind  hooks. 

1  enclose  three  light  coloured  March  Browns — one 
on  a  Model  Parfait  hook,  one  on  an  eyed  hook  of 
the  ordinary  down  eyed  Limerick  type,  and  one  on 
gut.  I  have  done  my  best  to  dross  them  fairly,  and 
i.  ask  you  to  make  your  own  comparison.  The 
length  of  body  is  the  same  in  each  case.  The  amount 
of  silk  and  material  is  as  nnarly  as  I  could  g3t  them 
the  same  in  each.  But  in  the  case  of  the  eyed  flies 
the  shank  is  longer  by  tho  eye  of  the  hook  in  each 
case  ;  the  hook  is  heavier  ;  the  fastening  on  Ls  neces- 
sarily clumsier  ;  the  fly  must  fall  more  heavily  on 
the  water ;  the  thicker  wire  must  be  much  more 
noticeable  by  the  fish  and  harder  to  pull  into  the 
fish's  mouth,  and  more  readily  rejected  when  taken. 
It  is  the  fact  that  the  blind  hook  is  a  size  smaller 


A  FINE  THAMES  BREAM. 
Dear  Sir, — In  a  letter  from  Mr.  Thomas  F.  Hill, 
which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  2,  he  mentions 
the  capture  of  his  6jlb.  bream  as  a  record  fish — a 
good  fish,  and  no  doubt  a  record  for  Twickenham 
or  Teddington ;  but  I  have  before  me  the  photo  of 
a  bream  caught  by  Dr.  Eliot  while  fishing  with 
G.  Arlett  on  Aug.  5,  1898,  weighing  8|lb.  The  fish 
was  caught  about  a  mile  below  Hambleden  Lock. 
This,  I  think,  is  a  record  braam  for  this  part  of  the 
Thames. — Yours  truly,  Stanley  Mead. 


A  FINE  THAMES  BREAM. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Hill,  the  gentleman  who  caught 
the  Cjlb.  bream  fit  Twickenham,  also  the  fisher- 
man who  was  with  him,  ought  to  be  congratulated 
on  their  capture,  as  the  only  bream  of  any  size  that 
was  caught  at  Twickenham  was  taken  in  the  winter 
of  1883-4  by  Mr.  W.  Johnson,  of  Twickenham, 
which  weighed  61b. ;  we  had  it  preserved  for  him. 
We  have  not  heard  of  anything  in  the  shape  of  a 
bream  of  any  size  until  Mr.  Hill  caught  his. — Yours 
truly,  Gaynor  and  Son. 

Richmond-on-Thames. 


LARGE  BREAM. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Thomas  F.  Hill,  a  large 
Thames  bream  is  mentioned  in  the  Fishing  Gazelle 
for  Sept.  22,  1894,  weight  51b.  Goz.,  lengfih  20}in. 
On  Sept.  15,  1894,  a  bream  is  mentioned  weighing 
61b.,  length  20Jin.,  where  caught  not  known.  Same 
date,  another  bream  was  caught  in  the  Lea  also  61b. 
in  weight,  length  2()4in.  This  may  interest  him. 
On  Sept.  1, 1894,  on  page  2.34,  asilver  or  Pomeranian 
bream  is  mentioned  caught  in  the  Welsh  Harp 
water,  61b.  0,Joz.,  length  21in. ;  also  another,  weight 
61b.  6.J0Z.,  length  20Jin.  Same  date,  two  caught  in 
ths  Thames  exa?tly  5!b.  each,  on3  18Jin.  in  length. 


the  other  19in.  Also  two  others  caught  in  August 
and  preserved  by  E.  Hesse,  59,  Chisenhall-roatI, 
Old  Ford,  E.,  one  weighing  5lb.  12oz.,  length  22in., 
girth  15|in.,  the  other  weighing  61b.  4oz.,  length 
23in.,  girth  17in. — Yours  truly. 

Bobbing  Float. 


LINES  KINKING,  RINGS,  ETC. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — One  must  take  one's 
courage  in  both  hands  in  venturiiig  to  disagree  with 
such  an  ertiinent  authority  as  Mr.  Jardino,  but  with 
all  duo  respect  to  that  gentleman's  groat  angliiiji 
experience,  I  still  adhere  to  my  original  opinion  that 
snake-rings  do  not  cause  kinking.  Mr.  Tod's  sug- 
gestion to  arm  a  rod  with  two  sets  of  rings — with 
reversed  spirals — is  the  only  practical  one  I  have 
seen  offered.  It  would  go  far  towards  proving  the 
point  at  issue.  May  1  also  suggest  that  those 
interested  note  the  direction  their  rings  turn,  that  of 
the  bait's  rotation,  and — when  a  kink  occurs — that 
of  the  twist  in  the  line.  I  am  not  enamoured  of  the 
snake-ring,  but  find  it  convenient  when  removing 
rod  from  or  returning  to  bag  ;  it  is  also  easy  to 
thread.  When  I  have  said  that  I  have  said  all  I 
can  in  its  favour. 

As  Mr.  Jardine  points  out,  the  line  sometimes  gets 
pinched  lietween  the  wire  and  rod,  but  I  find  that 
some  makes  of  rings  are  greater  sinners  than 
others  in  this  respect.  I  enclose  sketch  of  a  ring 
I  have  used  for  years.  As  you  will  see,  it  is  very 
similar  to  that  favoured  by  Mr.  .Jardine.  I  always 
use  this  pattern  when  reduced  to  replacing  a  ring 
with  a  home-made  article.  It  makes  an  excellent 
butt-ring,  possessing  the  advantages  of  the  '•  bridge.' ' 
Owing  to  being  fixed  on  the  rod  in  a  diagonal  direc- 
tion, the  transverse  section  must  be  very  much  in 
excess  of  the  vertical. 

I  am  delighted  with  jMr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell's 
new  tackle.  As  you  are  aware,  I  have  long  advo- 
cated a  reduction  in  the  number  of  hooks  used  in 
our  tackles.  The  baiting-needle  device  is  very  neat. 
May  I  suggest,  without  appearing  presumptuous, 
that  it  be  shortened  to  about  3in.,  and  that  it  be 
attached  to  gimp  in  the  same  manner  it  is  to  swivel  : 
it  could  then  be  easily  put  out  of  action  and  re- 
placed when  hors  de  combat. 

Mr.  Cholmondeley-Pennell's  modesty  and  courtesy 
usually  prompt  him  to  give  others  the  credit  of  his 
many  useful  ideas.  I  am  afraid  that  I  forfeit  all 
claim  to  the  former  virtue  when  I  call  his  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  5  I  stated : 
"  Always  have  one  (swivel) — or,  better  still,  two — 
above  your  lead.  In  its  passage  over  the  edge  of  the 
end-ring  the  twists  are  taken  out  of  the  line  on 
winding  up.  If  there  are  no  swivels  above  the  lead, 
this  action  carmot  take  place  owing  to  the  unrelent- 
ing character  of  the  latter."  May  I  also  point  out 
that  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  21  I  wrote  :  "  In 
my  opinion  twisting  is  the  result  of  an  initial  im- 
petus caused  by  the  depending  bait  and  lead 
rotating  at  the  moment  of  casting." — Yours  trulv, 

X.  S.  R." 

MR.  ROBERTSON'S  WIRE  TRACES  FOR 
HEAVY  SEA  FISH,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Many  thanks  for  yours  to  hand.  I 
have  sent  samples  to  Captain  Hutton,  Bermuda,  as 
desired.  The  writer  in  the  Badminlon  Magazine 
must  have  got  it  from  an  old  customer,  as  it  is  five 
years  since  I  removed  from  5,  Bothvvell-street  to  mj- 
present  premises. — Yours  truly, 

27,  Wellington-street,  Wm.  Robertson. 

Glasgow,  Dec.  28,  1903. 


BOARD  OF  CONSERVATORS  WYE 
FISHERY  DISTRICT. 

Sir, — An  appeal  case  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  boards  of  conservators  and  fishermen,  Clayton 
and  Another  v.  Peirse,  came  befoie  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  Mr.  Justice  Lawrance  and  Mr.  Justice 
Kennedy,  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice,  King's 
Bench  Division,  on  Thursday,  Dec.  17.  This  was 
an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Justices  at  Ross, 
Herefordshire,  who  convicted  the  appellants  of 
having  used  a  draft  net  in  the  river  Wye  c  ontrary 
to  a  bye-law  passed  by  the  Wye  Board  of  Con- 
servators and  confirmed  by  the  Board  cf  Trade, 
limiting  (for  the  general  improvement  of  the  river) 
the  use  of  the  draft  net  to  tidal  waters,  lest  rieting  the 
use  of  any  net  in  inland  waters  to  a  beating  net 
until  Aug.  16,  1906,  and  imposing  a  licence 
duty  of  £20  on  the  same.  The  counsel  for  the 
appellants  argued  that  the  bye-laws  weie  vtUra  vires, 
that  under  sec.  39,  sub  -  sec.  3,  of  the  Salmon 
Fishery  Act  of  1873,  the  Boaid  were  not  empowered 
to  prohibit  certain  nets  being  used  in  their  district, 
but  that  the  words  "to  determine  .  .  .  description 
of  nets  and  the  manner  of  using  the  same,  '  meant 
that  they  could  describe  (for  instance)  whether  a 
draft  net  has  to  be  a  single  sheet  net,  or  a  walled 
net,  on  one  or  both  sides,  etc.,  that  a  beating  net 
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could  not  be  used  with  profit  in  the  fishery  where 
the  appellants  fished,  and  that  the  licence  duty  was 
excessive. 

The  court  found  that  the  Board  of  Conservators 
for  the  improvement  of  the  fisheries  ha i  power  to 
determine  what  class  of  nets  should  be  used  in  their 
district,  or  part  or  parts  of  their  district,  and  that 
they  were  given  that  power  bj'  sec.  .39,  sub-sec.  3, 
and  sec.  40  of  the  Salmon  Fisliery  Act  of  1873. 
The  Lord  Chief  .Justice  added  (as  I  understood  him 
to  say),  although  it  was  not  in  the  judgment,  that 
in  his  opinion  boards  of  conservators  had  the 
power  of  prohibiting  the  use  of  any  particular  net, 
hut  not  of  all  nets,  throughout  their  fishery  district. 
— Yours  truly.  John  Hotchkis, 

Chairman,  Wye  Board  of  Conservators. 

Pontarfian,  Brecon, 
Dec.  30,  1903. 


PIKE  SPINNING  TACKLE  AND  DR.  PEARD. 

Dear  Mb.  Mabston, — The  pike  tackle  and  trace 
recently  described  by  Mr.  Pennell  is  a  very 
commonly  u?ed  tackle  by  all  angler j  in  the  north. 
1  have  ined  it  well-nigh  forty  years,  both  in  the 
single  ani  two  treble  form,  and  in  all  sizes  of  hooks, 
varying  the^e  to  suit  the  fish  to  be  caught  and  the 
size  of  the  bait  employed.  It  goes  without  saying 
t  hat  it  is  an  equally  good  tackle  for  salmon,  trout, 
or  pike,  or  other  predatory  fish  when  their  capture 
is  to  be  effected  by  spinning. 

1  think  it  was  Mr.  Arthur  J.  H.  Wood,  of  Ripon, 
who  fir-it  showeil  it  me.  Mr.  Wood  is  a  most  able 
angler  and  is  widely  known.  I  have  never  seen  this 
tack'.e  illustrated  in  any  work  on  angling,  but  its 
c  instruction,  which  corresponds  in  every  detail 
exactly  with  Mr.  Pennell's,  is  given  in  that  most 
charming  of  angling  books,  "  A  Year  of  Liberty  ;  or, 
Salmon  Fishing  in  Ireland,"  by  Dr.  W.  Peard, 
which  was  published  at  the  Field  Office  in  1807, 
which  carries  us  back  forty  years  !  With  your  per- 
mission I  will  give  the  extract  detailing  the  tackle, 
and  also  the  result  of  a  day's  fishing  with  it.  I  hope 
you  will  insert  it  in  evtenso,  as  it  has  an  important 
bearing  on  the  present  discussion  in  severnl 
directions. 

Addressing  his  man  when  about  to  begin  fishing. 
Dr.  Peard,  at  pp.  29,  30,  and  31,  says: — • 

*'  I  feel  rather  unwilling  to  say  anything  about 
the  tackle  we  are  going  to  use — doubtless  you 
know  it  as  well  as  I  do ;  but  then,  by  a  sort  of 
ficiio  legis,  I  am  bound  to  hold  you  do  not — or 
what  would  be  the  use  of  my  writing  at  all  ?  Well, 
then,  on  this  thread  of  single  gut  are  two  treble 
hooks  (not  over  large)  an  inch  and  a  half  apart. 
Insert  the  end  of  the  thread  through  the  vent  of 
the — we  were  going  to  say  parr  ;  but  that  could  not 
be,  as  the  law  is  dead  against  it — and  bring  it 
out  at  the  mouth.  This  small  piece  of  lead  ha% 
as  you  see,  a  brass  pin  at  the  bottom  and  a  brass 
eye  at  the  top ;  pass  the  free  end  of  the  gut 
through  the  eye  and  bury  the  lead  in  the  mouth  of 
the  bait ;  put  a  stitch  through  the  loop,  including 
the  upper  and  lower  jaw  ;  then  with  the  thumb  and 
forefinger  give  the  requisite  curve,  and  the  business 
is  done.  Before  you  drop  it  over  the  side,  observe 
the  length  of  the  loop  on  the  trace — tight  fits  do 
not  answer  for  boat  work  on  cold  days  in  March. 
As  I  said  before,  John  stopped  to  light  his  pipe  ; 
the  example  was  contagious,  and  with  incense 
reeking  from  four  altars,  and  zealous  invocations  to 
Fortune,  the  baits  were  dropped  into  the  wat9r, 
and  the  first  act  on  Lough  Currane  began. 

•'  We  took  two  courses  round  Church  Island,  but 
did  nothing,  so  we  proceeded  to  call  at  the  best 
lodges  on  the  eastern  shore,  where  our  luck  began 
to  mend,  and  by  three  o'clock  ten  good  trout  were 
in  the  bag  ;  but  not  a  salmon  nor  the  sight  of  one. 
Another  hour  passed,  and  the  faces  of  master  and 
men  grew  longer  and  bluer.  To  add  to  our  distress, 
John's  symptoms  pointed  to  a  severe  attack  of 
colic.  At  this  critical  moment  both  rods  were  run 
simultaneously  There  was  no  mistake  about  it ; 
we  were  fast  in  two  salmon. 

"  I  believe,  on  my  honour,  that  a  Waterville 
spring  fLsh  fights  more  desperately  than  any  salmon 
of  his  weight  elsewhera.  In  the  present  case  they 
fully  jastified  our  good  opinion.  Two  fish  hooked  at 
the  same  time  require  careful  handling,  and  more 
than  once,  when  they  crossed,  we  were  obliged  to 
pass  one  rod  over  the  other  and  exchange  to  avoid 
fouling.  It  cost  us  nearly  half  an  hour  before  both 
were  secured.  New  remedies  are  brought  to  light 
every  day,  but  I  first  learned  this  afternoon  that 
the  struggles  of  an  unlucky  animal  were  a  sovereign 
cure  for  colic. 

"  In  this  benighted  region,  when  a  salmon  dies 
certain  ceremonies  are  wont  to  be  performed,  the 
most  imposing  of  which  appears  to  be  'the 
libat'on,'  or  grace  cup.  Althoiigh  stoutly  resisting 
such  heathen  pp'M.-tices,  on  the  present  occasion  I 
could  hardly  do  so,  as  to-day  partook  of  the  nature 
of  II  fcstis'al,  not  wholly  \mlike  the  dieH  festi,  on 


which  Adams  informs  us  '  there  was  a  general 
cessation  of  business.' 

"  When  the  funeral  rites  were  duly  solemnised, 
and  the  baits  once  more  spinning  over  the  quarters 
of  th3  boat,  it  was  getting  late,  and  little  chance  of 
furtner  sport  remained.  Still  the  spirits  of  my  crew 
did  not  Hag,  so  we  worked  steadily  homewards  and 
thought  ourselves  very  fortunate  in  landing  another 
small  fish  of  81b.,  jna'cing  ten  good  trout  and  three 
salmon,  nice  fish  of  91b.,  lllb.,  and  81b." 

So  the  question,  "  Will  this  tackle  kill'salmon  ?  " 
is  hers  answered,  so  far  as  the  two-triangle  form  goes, 
and  if  further  evidence  be  wanted  there  is  plenty  in 
the  book,  which  is  well  worth  perusing  even  at  ihis 
lap^e  of  time  since  it  was  written. 

As  to  the  powers  of  the  single  triangle  in  this 
direction,  you  may  take  it  from  ma  they  will  not 
fail  at  the  supreme  moment  if  all  other  things  in  the 
equipment  are  what  they  sliould  be.  The  incorpora- 
tion of  the  baiting  needle  intcj  the  line,  as  if  it  were 
part  and  parcel  of  it,  1  regard  a,i  a  mistake. 

'J'wenty-five  years  ago,  with  the  single  triangle 
hook  for  trout  spinning  on  this  same  principle,  we 
tried  it,  but  it  soon  went  out  of  favour,  and  now  we 
never  hear  of  it.  But  with  all  deference,  the  con- 
struction of  your  London  baiting  needle  I  think 
capable  of  much  improvement. 

I  have  had  my  fair  share  of  your  valuable] spac3 
in  former  years,  which  I  doubt  not  you  will 
remember,  so  I  will  close. — Yours  truly, 

Keighley.  "  Win.  Naylob. 

TROUT  AND  OTHER  FISH  IN  A  LAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  Cardiff  we  have  a  very  nice  park 
with  a  lake,  which  is  stocked  with  trout.  Would 
you  kindly  inform  me  if  coarse  fish  such  as  bream, 
roach,  and  rudd  would  be  in  any  way  harmful  to 
the  trout  ?  An  answer  through  your  columns  as 
early  as  possible  would  greatlj'  oblige. — Yours 
truly,  T.  Hood,  Hon.  Sec, 

45,  Tenby -street,  Bute  Angling  Society. 

Cardiff. 

[If  the  trout  are  doing  well  I  should  "say  leave 
well  alone.  The  addition  of  coarse  fish  might  mean 
that  they  ate  the  food  the  trout  should  get.  If  the 
trout  take  to  feeding  on  the  fry  of  the  coarse  fish 
they  will  not  rise  freely  to  the  f\y, — Ed.] 

THE  RUSSIAN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

My  dear  Mr.  Marston, — The  short  note  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  2(5  under  the  heading  "  A 
Russian  Angling  Society  "  has  greatly  astonished 
me.  I  did  not  expect  that  the  bii  th  of  this  child 
of  mine — the  "  unshared  gestation"  of  which  has 
been  a  source  of  considerable  anxiety  to  me — would 
be  noticed  so  soon  in  the  English  Press,  and  was 
just  putting  together  the  following  short  communi- 
cation regarding  it  when  No.  1392  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  Wiis  brought  in  and  the  above-mentioned 
note  caught  my  eye. 

Up  to  the  present  time  there  has  been  in  existence 
in  Russia  but  a  very  few  societies  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  fishing,  either  as  an  industry  or  as  a 
sport.  First  of  all  there  is  the  Imperial  Russian 
Society  for  Fisheries  and  Pisciculture,  with  a  few 
provincial  branches  ;  then  a  few  local  angling 
societies  of  a  distinctly  " angling  club"  character. 
The  former  devotes  its  energies  to  the  promotion 
of  the  interests  of  fishing  as  an  industry,  to  scientific 
and  economic  investigations  regarding  fisheries,  etc., 
leaving  angling  well-nigh  unconsidered.  It  is  but 
fair  to  state  that  it  has  always  given  place  to 
angling  in  all  the  exhibitions  held  under  its 
auspices,  and  that  short  notes  on  matters  of  interest 
to  anglers  appear  now  and  then  in  the  monthly 
publication  issued  by  the  societj'.  As  to  angling 
clubs — the  number  of  which,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  does  not'exceed  half  a  dozen  all  told — 
their  interest  is  purely  local. 

At  the  same  time  the  numbers  of  Russian  anglers 
are  large,  and  are  growing  steadily.  A  large  majority 
of  them  belong  to  the  intelligent  classes,  and  would 
ba  only  too  pleased  to  learn  how  to  improve 
their  tools  and  methods,  but  cannot  afford  to  paj^ 
fifteen  roubles  (close  on  31s.  9d.  sterling)  for  a  yearly 
subscription  to  a  sporting  magazine  that  gives  but 
a  few  articles  on  angling.  Altogether  the  majority 
of  Russian  anglers  are  up  to  now  in  a  state  of 
isolation,  which  can  but  be  detrimental  to  their 
interests. 

In  view  of  this  state  of  things,  and  with  a  view 
to  bringing  Russian  anglers  together,  I  worked  out 
in  th6  early  part  of  the  current  year  a  draft  of  the 
statutes  for  a  Russian  Anglers'  Association.  A  few 
enthusiastic  anglers  to  whom  I  showed  it  expressed 
their  willingness  to  participate  in  the  promotion  of 
the  said  associatic^.  \^'^e  signed  the  statutes,  and 
applied  for  a  confirmation  thereof  to  the  Ministerium 
of  Agriculture  and  State's  Domains.  That  was  in 
the  first  days  of  .'Vpril,  and  it  took  seven  months 
and  considerable  "  palavering"  in  different  depart- 
ments of  different  offices  in  order  to  get  the  statutes 


confirmed,  and  when  they  had  boen  confirmed  at 
last,  on  Oct.  20— Nov.  2 — (wliich  happens  to  be 
my  birthday),  it  took  "only"  six  weeks  for  the 
official  information  to  reach  me  ! 

Such  Ls  the  history  of  the  Russian  Anglers' 
Association  up  to  this  day.  Now,  as  to  its  objects. 
These  are  the  chief  ones: — 1.  To  establish  a  con- 
nection between  the  anglers  of  Russia,  and  to  give 
them  the  means  to  exchange  opinions  and  experi- 
ences. 2.  For  the  above  purpose,  to  issue  a 
periodical  publication  devoted  to  angling  and 
kindred  matters,  as  well  as  other  publications 
referring  to  angling,  etc.  (guide-books  for  anglers, 
books  on  angling  and  ichthyology,  etc.).  3.  To 
diffuse  amcftig  Russian  anglers  information  regard- 
ing improved  angling  appliances  and  methods  ;  the 
natural  history  of  the  fish  which  are  angled  for ; 
measures  for  the  preservation  and  increase  of  the 
supply  of  fish  in  Russian  waters,  etc.  4.  To  found 
a  special  angling  library  with  reading  room,  and  a 
museum  with  a  permanent  exhibition  attached  to  it. 
5.  To  assist  members  of  the  association  in  the 
selection  of  angling  and  piscicultural  appliances, 
books,  etc.  6.  To  assist  the  Government  in  carry- 
ing out  the  measures  adopted  by  it  for  the  preser- 
vation of  Russian  waters  from  pollution  and  from 
depletion. 

From  thi?  condensed  list  you  will  see  that 
we  have  a  nice  bit  of  work  cut  out  for  our  associa- 
tion. It  will  be  chiefly  of  the  "  up  hill  "  character 
for  the  first  few  years,  and  I  am  sure  the  good 
wishes  of  all  true  anglers  —  whatever  their 
nationality  may  be — will  be  with  us. 

There  are  two  categories  of  paying  members — 
"Metropolitan"  members  (from  St.  Petersburg  and 
suburbs),  with  a  yearly  payment  of  seven  roubles, 
and  "  provincial  "  members  paying  half  that  amount. 

Trusting,  my  dear  Mr.  Marston,  that  you  will 
find  space  for  this  communication  in  your  next 
issue,  and  with  the  compliments  of  the  season, — • 
Yours  truly,  Paul  Tchebkassov. 

Dec.  27,  1903. 

[English  anglers  will,  I  am  sure,  wish  Baron 
Tcherkassov  all  success  in  his  undertaking.  I  hope 
by  Christmas,  1904,  he  may  be  able  to  report  that 
the  top  of  the  hill  is  in  sight. — Ed.] 


THE  AMERICAN  REEL  FOR  BAIT  CASTING/ 
ETC.— MAHSEER  fishing  QUERY. 

Dear  StB, — I  was  very  glad  to  see  the  letter  re 
American  Bait  Casting  by  Mr.  Levison,  and  as  one 
of  the  English  anglers  who  have  been  in  corre- 
spondence with  him  I  should  like  to  give  you  my 
experience.  My  objection  to  the  American  reel 
was,  as  Mr.  Levison  states,  the  price.  I  did  not  see 
the  force  of  paying  £6  to  £9  for  a  reel  for  what  was 
only  an  experiment.  However,  Mr.  Levison,  to 
whom  I  am  greatly  indebted,  was  kind  enough  in 
a  series  of  letters  to  give  me  particulars  as  to  the 
rod  and  reel  used  in  this  style  of  angling,  and  also 
how  to  use  them.  I  then  called  in  the  assistance  of 
a  friend — a  first-class  amateur  mechanic  and  a  past 
master  in  the  gentle  art.  I  enthused  to  him  on  the 
beauties  of  the  system  until  he  took  the  matter  up 
and  worked  out  the  details.  He  then  made  me  an 
aluminium  four -fold  multiplying  reel  running  on 
agate  bearings.  Meanwhile,  I  got  Messrs.  Foster, 
of  Ashbourne,  to  make  me  a  very  light  cane  rod 
with  independent  handle  as  per  details  of  American; 
bait  casting  rod  described  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  byj 
Air.  Levison.  This  rod  is  wire  ribbed,  and  I  must{ 
say  I  am  highly  pleased  with  it.  I  then  got  some] 
of  Dale  s  small  porcelain  rings  and  fitted  the  rod] 
up  with  them — Mr.  Levison  tel's  me  that  porcelaia] 
has  been  tried  in  America  and  rejected  in  favour  of] 
agate.  I  then  tried  my  new  reel  and  found  that] 
With  a  little  practice  I  could  throw  a  very  light] 
weight  both  with  delicacy  and  accuracy.  In  the] 
course  of  experimenting,  I  suggested  what  I  thought! 
would  be  an  improvement  in  the  reel,  and  it  is  nowl 
in  my  friend's  hands  for  alteration.  1  may  say  that] 
when  the  reel  is  full  of  line  a  10  grain  we'ght  will 
cause  the  spool  to  revolvs.  I  found  tne  thumbing 
of  the  reel  soon  learnt,  but  the  proper  winding  in 
(crosswise  of  the  spool)  took  a  good  aeal  of  practice,  j 
I  hope  to  give  the  method  a  good  trial  this  year  in  I 
actual  fishing,  and  will  report  progr  ess.  No  doubt  1 
Mr.  Levison  will  reply  to  your  eaitorial  note,  but] 
the  very  point  he  claims  for  this  system  is  that  such  ] 
light  weights  can  be  used  that  would  not  overcome  I 
the  vis  inerticB  of  any  other  reel.  No  lead  is  used,  ] 
and  baits  as  light  as  ^oz.  to  Joz.  are  thrown  100  feet  1 
regularly  in  actual  fishing,  and  can  be  thrown  150 
feet. — Yours  truly,  Fbank  S.  Clark. 

Fair  View,  Dalton-in-Furness.  j 
P.S. — Shall  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  eanj 
give  me  particulars  as  to  native  villages  near  which 
mahseer  fishing  is  to  be  had  on  the  Pench  river,  or 
any  other  river  \vithin  reach  of  Nagpore,  Central 
India. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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An  English  Angler's  Experience  with 
American  Rods  and  Reels. 

I  AM  glad  to  publish  this  letter  from  an  English 
angler  who  has  used  the  American  style  of  fishing 
in  America: — 

■"  Christleton,  Chester, 

"Jan.  7,  1904.- 
"Dear  Mb.-  Marston, — Having  had  some  four 
years'  experience  of  fishing  in  the  United  States — • 
north,  south,  east,  and  west — I  may  be  able  to 
point  out  some  of  the  advantages  and  disadvantages 
of  the  American  style  of  casting  as  described  by 
Mr.  Levison  in  his  interesting  letter. 

"  I  have  used  the  Nottingham  reel  since  a  boy, 
and  am  likely  to  continue  doing  so  as  long  as  I  can 
wield  a  rod,  but  when  in  the  States  I  was  greatly 
struck  with  the  single-handed  cast,  and  determined 
,  to  master  it.    I  procured  a  reel  by  one  of  the 
best  makers — I  fancy  it  was  made  by  Andrew  B. 
Hendryx,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  was  a  quadruple 
multiplier  and   nickel  plated,   the   price  about 
$20  (£4).    I  used  No.  11  braided  silk  line  made  by 
the  Natchaug  Silk  Company,  Willimantic,  Conn. 
These  lines  are  superior  to  anything  I  have  seen  in 
I  England.    They  are  fine  and  immensely  strong  and 
I   are  dressed,  but  not  with  the  regular  waterproof 
I  dressing — that  is,  they  become  slightly  waterlogged, 
I  which  makes  them  more  useful  tor  spinning  than 
I   live  baiting.   The  rod  was  a  short  steel  one  made  by 
the  Horton  Manufacturing  Company,  Bristol,  Conn. 
These  rods  are  excellent  for  bait  casting,  but  the 
fly  rods  I  do  not  like  at  all.    Well,  such  was  my 
rig  out. 

Now  for  the  experience.    I  found  that  the  cast 
i  can  be  learnt  in  a  very  short  time — that  is,  for  a 
:   medium  distance ;  to  become  an  expert  requires 
considerable  practice,  but  nothing  like  that  required 
for  the  Nottingham  reel.    The  method  is  simplicity 
itself.    The  reel  fittings  are  above  the  handle.  The 
rod  is  held  by  the  fingers  of  the  right  hand  with 
\  the  reel  upright,  the  thumb  rests  on  the  lowest  bar 
(  of  the  reel  and  presses  on  the  wound  line — the 
I  pressure  is  released  at  the  moment  the  cast  is  mad^ 
k 


(overhand  or  otherwise),  the  feeding  of  the  line  is 
controlled  by  a  slight  pressure  of  the  thumb  as 
required  ;  as  soon  as  the  bait  touches  the  water  the 
rod  is  turned  so  that  the  reel  is  now  below  the  rod 
and  the  bait  handled  in  the  usual  way. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  a  light  bait  can  be  cast 
easier  and  further  than  with  a  Nottingham  reel, 
and  I  think  with  better  dira3tion ;  but  here  the 
advantage  ends.  ~ 

"  Anyone  who  has  used  a  multiplier  must  have 
experienced  the  great  lack  of  power  when  recover- 
ing the  line  against  a  powerful  fish.  I  sold  my 
reel  in  England  for  a  mere  song,  and  glad  to  get 
rid  of  it  for  this  very  reason.  I  brought  it  home 
thinking  it  would  be  splendid  for  trout  fishing 
as  it  recovered  the  line  so  rapidly;  but,  alas!  in 
practice  I  found  that,  with  a  slight  strain  even, 
I  could  not  wind  the  line  up  at  all  using  the 
handle  in  the  ordinary  way,  but  had  to  take 
hold  of  the  handle  and  the  counterweighted  side 
and  turn  it  like  a  thumbscrew,  so  that  with  a 
strain  on  the  hne  I  could  not  wind  it  up  as  quickly 
as  with  the  ordinary  reel.  Power  had  been  sacri- 
ficed for  speed.  When  I  was  in  the  States  these  reels 
were  practically  all  German  silver  highly  polished, 
and  their  rods  also  fitted  with  polished  metal, 
even  the  ferrules.  As  one  gets  sun  there  nearly 
every  day,  and  their  waters  in  the  summer  are  clear 
as  crystal,  many  a  fish  is  frightened  by  the  flash  of 
these  highly -polished  fittings  ;  my  reel  was  a  terrible 
sinner  in  this  respect,  reflecting  the  sim  like  we  used 
to  do  as  boys  with  a  piece  of  looking-glass  and  the 
teacher  as  the  object  of  aim,  but  the  joke  ceased 
when  instead  of  the  teacher  there  was  a  speckled 
beauty  of  lib.  or  so  to  see  herself  in  the  mirror.  I 
wrote  to  the  American  Field  asking  if  there  was 
any  method  of  dulUng  this  polished  metal,  pointing 
out  my  reasons  for  wanting  it,  and  also  mentioning 
the  fact  that  in  England  the  fittings  and  reels  were 
all  dull  and  dark.-  Alas  !  I  was  young  to  the  country 
then  or  should  have  known  better,  for  I  was  told  it 
was  a  pity  I  hadn't  stayed  in  my  own  country,  etc., 
which  was  hardly  polite  and  certainly  not  argument. 
We  can,  of  course,  learn  a  lot  from  the  Americans, 
but  they  can  also  learn  a  lot  from  us.  One  thing 
'  right  here '  I  want  to  point  out  to  the  English 
rod  makers,  that  the  whole  time  I  was  in  the  States 
I  never  had  any  trouble  myself,  or  heard  of  anyone 
else  having  any,  through  a  joint  throwing  out  of 
the  ferrule,  and  no  rod  there  is  fitted  with  ties  or 
mechanical  arrangements  to  prevent  this  as  our 
English  rods  are.  BUT.  and  I  write  this  big  on 
purpose,  the  American  ferrules  are  parallel,  and 
made  to  fit,  and  they  do  fit,  as  anyone  who  has 
used  them  can  testify. 

"  Finally,  comparing  the  two  styles  and  putting 
on  one  side  the  trouble  of  winding  up  the  multiplier 
and  the  liability  of  the  line  fouling  the  handle,  I 
should  certainly  prefer  the  American  method  for 
light  baits  up  to  loz.,  beyond  this  give  me  a 
Nottingham  reel.  :  :  ;  David  Slater's  are  the  best 
I  have  seen  or  used ;  Coxon's  '  Aerial '  reel  looks 
nice,  and  would  no  doubt  cast  well,  but  it  seems  to 
me  a  bit  too  delicate  for  hard  work  and  liable  to 
damage  in  the  bag  when  travelling.  Hardy's  ball- 
bearing 'Silex'  is  a  splendid  runner:  the  first  time  I 
tried  it  was  on  a  lawn  last  spring  ;  there  was  a  thrush 
some  twenty-five  yards  off,  and  I  landed  the  weight 
a  yard  over  him  in  a  dead  straight  line — in  fact,  he 
very  nearly  got  entangled  in  the  reel  line.  I  should 
much  like  a  reel  similar  to  the  '  Silex,'  but  without 
the  spring  brake,  made  so  that  one  could  control  it 
like  an  ordinary  Nottingham  reel,  and  I  am  sure 
such  a  reel  would  not  cost  $45  (£9) ! — Yours  truly, 
"H.  Garnett  Rolt." 

Mr.  H.  Garnett  Rolfs  letter  is  extremely  interest- 
ing and  timely.  It  is  curious  that  the  Americans 
use  the  multiplier  for  tarpon,  tuna,  striped  bass,  and 
other  great  game  fish  in  spite  of  the  well-known 
fact  of  the  loss  of  power  in  winding  in  the  line  with 
a  multiplier.  I  fancy  they  pull  in  the  fish  with  the 
rod,  and  only  wind  when  there  is  any  chance. 
Some  twelve  years  ago  or  more  a  Redditch  firm 
brought  out  a  multiplier  which  could  be  converted 
into  a  single-action  reel  when  you  wanted  to  wind 
in  a  strong  fish.  Mr.  Coxon's  "Aerial"  reel  has 
killed  salmon  over  401b.  weight,  and  is  strong 
although  so  light. 


128  Million  Live  Fish  Distributed; 
Statistics  made  public  by  the  American  Forest, 
Fish,  and  Game  Commission  show  that  the  number 
of  fish  of  all  kinds  distributed  from  the  State 
hatcheries  during  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  190.3, 


was  140,932,805.  Of  these  136,408.850  were  food 
fish  and  4,463,955  game  fish.  Among  the  game  fish 
were  2,287,140  brook  trout,  904,-500  brown  trout, 
180,000  grayling  trout,  877,675  lake  trout,  210,100 
rainbow  trout,  and  1000  red-throat  trout.  The 
commission  also  distributed  2040  landlocked  salmon, 
the  last  of  the  experimental  lot,  and  1500  other 
game  fish  saved  from  failing  waters.  The  total 
distribution  of  fish  for  the  year  1902  was  128,672,516j 
This  shows  a  net  gain  in  distribution  for  the  year 
just  closed  of  12,260,289  fish  of  all  kinds.-  Of  the 
total  number  of  game  fish  distributed  last  year 
thirty-three  per  cent,  were  of  the  size  known  aa 
fingerlings ;  ten  per  cent,  were  yearUng  fishj 


The  Canvas-back  Duck; 

Everyone  who  has  been  to  America,  and  everyone 
who  has  not  been  there,  has  eaten  or  seen  or  heard 
about  the  wonderful  canvas-back  duck.  Here  he 
is.  I  have  stolen  him  from  an  advertisement  of 
the  Union  Metallic  Cartridge  Co.,  of  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  U.S.A.    In  advertising  their  famous  nitro 


Sir  Canvas  Back. 


club  cartridges,  or  "shells"  as  they  call  them,  they 
say: — "  There  are  ducks  and  ducks,  but  when 
Sir  Canvas  Back  swings  over  the  decoys  the 
sportsman's  heart  bounds  mighty  hard — his  cup 
is  fulL  A  reliable  load — drams — will  reach  the 
unreachables.'- 


Native  Hook  from  Rhodesia: 


Mr;  Frank  H.  Kelland  sends  me  from  North- 
Eastern  Rhodesia  a  very  curious  native  eyed  fish 
hook  used  by  the  Waunga  tribe  (Banguelo  East). 


It  is  wonderfully  good  temper,  and  the  method 
of  knotting  the  plaited  fine  is  interesting.  A  fish 
which  swallowed  a  bait  with  this  hook  in  it  would 
never  get  away.    The  pull  is  direct  on  the  point.; 


Mr.  Whitty's  New  Catalogue; 

Mr.  Henry  Whitty,  of  15,  Basnett-street,  Liver- 
pool, sends  me  his  new  illustrated  catalogue.  Mr; 
Whitty  is  very  favourably  situated  for  getting  all 
kinds  of  woods  for  rod  making,  and  he  is  an  angler 
himself.  He  has  several  times  given  me  very 
useful  information  about  fishing  places  in  Wales 
and  the  Lake  District,  and  I  see  from  his  preface 
that  he  will  at  all  times  be  glad  to  give  his  cus- 
tomers all  information  in  his  power  "  both  as  to 
where  to  go  and  what  flies  or  baits  most  useful  for 
each  locality."  His  list  includes  illustrations  of 
tackle  of  all  kinds,  including  liis  excellent  glass 
minnow  trap  for  taking  live  minnows ;  it  is  sold 
with  and  without  wire  protectors. 

R.  B;  MaRSTON; 
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FISH  CULTUEE. 

THE  LIVE-FOOD  PROBLEM. 
By  Chas.  G.  Atkins. 
{Paper  read  before  the  American  Fisheries'  Society.) 

(Concluded  from  page  2.3.) 

Of  the  many  other  aquatic  forms  that  would  be 
acceptable  food  for  young  fish  I  will  take  time  to 
mention  only  the  larvae  of  mosquitoes  and  similar 
dipterous  insects.  In  the  summer  of  1886  and 
again  in  1888  at  Craig  Brook  we  practised  for  some 
weeks  the  feeding  of  mosquito  larvae  and  pupae  to 
young  salmon.  At  first  they  were  obtained  from 
pools  in  the  neighbouring  swamps  and  later  from 
barrels  of  water  that  had  been  set  up  in  convenient 
places  for  them,  and  in  which  the  adult  mosquitoes 
laid  the  eggs.  The  fry  ate  the  larvae  with  great 
avidity  and  throve  well  on  them,  but  other  methods 
of  feeding  came  to  engross  our  attention,  and  the 
experiments  were  not  carried  far  enough  to  develop 
any  practical  mode  of  operation.  I,  however,  think 
it  not  improbable  that  some  useful  system  of 
managing  such  larvae  might  be  devised. 

Now  let  us  turn  to  the  other  division  of  the 
subject,  the  use  of  living  land  animals  for  fish  food. 
First  of  all  stand  the  larvae  of  flies.  Those  that  have 
thus  far  been  tried  are  almost  wholly  confined  to 
the  species  that  breed  in  animal  matter,  and  espe- 
cially the  flesh-flies.  At  Craig  Brook  between  1886 
and  1896  extensive  trial  was  made  of  the  production 
and  use  of  these  larvae.  In  1891  fry  of  trout  and 
salmon  to  the  number  of  158,000  were  fed  with  them 
exclusively  through  the  most  of  the  summer.  In 
later  years,  when  200,000  fry  of  trout  and  salmon 
were  fed  through  the  summer,  maggots  formed  half 
their  food.  I  have  heard  of  no  other  attempts  at 
the  production  of  these  larvae  in  America  that  were 
developed  beyond  the  tentative  suspension  over  a 
fishpond  of  a  box  of  meat  in  which  the  maggots 
grew,  and  from  which  they  crawled  into  the  water. 
In  Europe  there  have  been  numerous  experiments 
leading  in  some  instances  to  the  invention  of  special 
apparatus  for  the  purpose,  but  none  appear  to  have 
reached  the  stage  of  practical  work.  One  of  the 
most  prominent  of  these  experimenters  was  Andreas 
Rakus,  a  practical  fish-culturist  of  Austrian  Silesia, 
whose  methods,  incluchng  the  culture  of  many  other 
kinds  of  live  food,  were  taken  up  by  an  engineer, 
Von  ScheidUn,  who  offered  the  secrets  of  the  system 
for  sale  to  American  fish-culturists.  That  part  of 
the  system  relating  to  fly-larvae  became  known  as 
the  "  Von  Scheidhn-Rakus  method  of  odourless  pro- 
duction of  maggots."  Von  ScheidUn's  description 
of  it  is  as  follows  : 

"  To  produce  maggots  cheaply  and  in  great 
quantities  upon  vegetables  and  beef-blood  :  Mois- 
ture, shade,  and  warmth  are  the  fundamental  con- 
ditions of  the  artificial  production  of  insects  as  fish 
food.  Maggots  are  produced  (by  the  wholesale)  as 
follows  : 

"  Take  a  wooden  box  ^  metre  to  1  metre  long, 
J-  metre  to  ^  metre  wide,  and  ^  metre  to  ^  metre 
deep  ;  wet  the  whole  inside  and  strew  it  with  saw- 
dust or  dry  turf-earth,  so  that  these  shall  remain 
cUnging  to  the  walls,  and  then  put  in  from  th» 
bottom  up,  in  layers  of  6  centimetres  to  10  centi- 
metres, first,  sawdust  or  turf -earth ;  second,  sterihsed 
(scalded  or  roasted)  bran;  third,  coagulated  blood  in 
pieces,  together  with  the  serum  and  chopped  up 
frogs  or  fish ;  fourth,  chopped  up  plants  or  boiled 
mushrooms.  Then  again  in  order,  first,  second, 
third,  fourth,  until  the  top.  Then  put  the  box  in 
warm,  moist  shade.  In  eight,  twelve,  twenty-four, 
or  thirty-six  hours  the  flies  will  have  deposited  their 
eggs  in  the  mass,  and  the  moist  warmth  will  have 
hatched  them.  Should  a  cold  rainstorm  occur, 
then  put  the  boxes  in  pits  in  the  earth  upon  fer- 
menting horse  manure,  and  surround  them  upon 
the  outside  with  the  same,  and  cover  them  so  that 
the  cool  rain  water  shall  not  penetrate  and  hinder 
the  hatching  of  the  eggs.  When  the  fish  are  being 
fed  the  chest  is  to  be  emptied  in  standing  water. 
In  flowing  water  the  contents  of  the  chest  must  be 
T)ut  in  tinned  wire  baskets  having  wide  meshes,  and 
loaded  with  stones  and  sunk  to  the  bottom,  other- 
wise the  current  will  sweep  them  away." 

Perhaps  climatic  and  other  conditions  are  such 
as  to  render  this  a  cheap  method  of  producing  fish 
food  ;  but  in  America  the  collection  of  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  mushrooms  to  play  any  important  part 
in  the  mixture  would  be  impracticable,  and  the 
manual  processes  described  would  render  it  rather 
costly.    1  doubt,  moreover,  whether  this  scheme 


was  ever  carried  out  on  more  than  an  experimental 
scale. 

The  procedure  with  maggots  at  Craig  Brook  was 
in  outline  as  follows  :  Animal  substances,  which  had 
been  exposed  to  the  visits  of  the  flies  and  received 
deposits  of  their  eggs,  were  put  away  in  boxes, 
where  the  eggs  were  allowed  to  hatch  and  the 
maggots  to  grow  until  they  had  attained  suitable 
size,  when  they  were  taken  out  and  fed  to  young 
fish  in  troughs  or  small  ponds. 

The  material  used  was  of  various  kinds.  Butcher's 
offal,  plucks  or  haslets,  horses  or  other  domestic 
animals  dying  by  accident  or  slaughtered  on  account 
of  old  age,  refuse  fish,  either  fresh  or  dried  or  salted 
— all  these  were  used  as  each  became  available.  It 
was  found  that  flies  were  much  more  readily 
attracted  by  fresh  than  by  very  stale  material,  and 
therefore  anything  that  had  already  begun  to  decay 
was  avoided  ;  though  of  course  in  every  case  decay 
soon  set  in.  In  case  of  dried  and  salted  fish,  they 
had  first  to  be  soaked  in  water,  and  even  then  the 
salted  fish  did  not  prove  so  attractive  to  flies  as  the 
fresh  material.  After  the  first  experiments  a  house, 
about  28ft.  by  50ft.,  was  built  especially  for  the 
purpose.  This  was  fitted  with  ranges  of  shelves,  on 
which  were  placed  the  growing  boxes.  The  boxes 
were  in  pairs,  one  within  another.  The  inner  box, 
smaller  by  several  inches  than  the  outer,  had  a  wire- 
cloth  bottom,  and  stood  on  four  legs,  which  held  it 
up  from  the  bottom  of  the  outer  box.  On  the  wire 
bottom  was  spread  a  layer  of  hay,  and  on  this  was 
placed  the  fly-blown  meat,  which  was  generally 
covered  by  a  light  layer  of  dried  loam  to  subdue  the 
odour.  Here  the  eggs  hatched,  the  young  feasted 
and  grew,  and  in  a  few  days,  having  attained 
full  size,  they  crawled  down  through  the  hay  and 
the  wirecloth  into  the  outer  box,  whence  they  could 
be  turned  out  into  a  pail  and  carried  to  the  fish. 

The  fry  receiving  this  aliment  were  for  the  most 
part  reared  in  wooden  troughs  a  foot  wide.  At  first 
the  maggots  were  placed  on  small  boards  suspended 
over  these  troughs,  and  left  to  crawl  off  slowly  into 
the  water,  but  later  they  were  strewn  in  with 
spoons.  They  were  always  eagerly  devoured,  and 
none  escaped.  Full-grown  maggots  were  found  too 
large  for  salmon  or  trout  fry  just  beginning  to  feed, 
and  though  it  was  found  possible  to  feed  them  with 
half-grown  or  smaller  maggots,  the  practice  finally 
adopted  in  the  main  was  to  feed  liver  for  several 
weeks  at  the  start.  The  maggot-feeding  generally 
began  in  June  and  continued  until  October,  when  it 
was  customary  to  liberate  most  of  the  fry.  It  was, 
however,  found  possible  to  keep  maggots  on  hand 
in  a  cool  cellar  the  most  of  the  winter,  dormant  or 
slowly  growing. 

Fish  fed  on  maggots  have  invariably  made  a 
better  growth  than  those  fed  on  liver  or  any  other 
dead  materials  tried.  Thus  in  1890  the  average 
weight  attained  in  October  by  18,367  salmon  fry  fed 
all  summer  on  chopped  meat  was  45  grains  ;  while 
11,479  salmon-fry  fed  on  chopped  meat  until  July  4 
and  maggots  thereafter  until  October,  attained  an 
average  of  51  grains.  In  1888  the  average  of  some 
thousands  of  maggot-fed  fish  was  46  grains,  against 
35  grains  for  a  hke  number  fed  on  chopped  meat. 
In  1891  the  disparity  was  still  greater — 53  grains  to 
35  grains,  as  an  average  of  over  40,000  fish  on  each 
side. 

Whether  Uve  food  of  this  character  will  produce 
fish  of  better  quality  than  dead  food  is  a  question 
that  should  await  investigation.  I  do  not  mean 
simply  better  quahty  for  human  consumption,  but 
better  for  the  purposes  of  nature,  making  a  healthier 
fish — one  more  Ukely  to  survive  in  the  struggle  for 
existence,  and  transmit  desirable  quahties  to  its  off- 
spring. From  what  has  been  observed  of  the 
influence  of  various  foods,  I  think  the  presumption 
fairly  hes  in  favour  of  the  superiority  in  this  respect 
of  this  class  of  fish  food. 

I  regret  that  I  can  cite  no  investigation  of  the 
availabihty  for  our  purpose  of  the  larvae  of  other 
than  flesh-flies.  There  are,  for  instance,  the  house 
and  stable  flies,  whose  extreme  abundance  suggests 
the  possibiHty  of  breeding  and  using  their  young. 
There  are  also  species  that  breed  in  decaying  sea- 
weed, and  research  in  other  vegetable  matter  would 
doubtless  reveal  many  other  larvae,  of  which  some 
might  be  available.  A  vegetarian  feeder  would 
surely  be  welcomed,  as  bringing  relief  from  the  dis- 
agreeable odours  connected  with  flesh-eating  larvae, 
but  I  do  not  consider  it  improbable  that  means  will 
yet  be  found  to  suppress  those  odours  in  good  degree 
while  retaining  the  flesh-feeders. 

Like  many  other  branches  of  the  fish-cultural  art, 
this  one  of  live  food  has  received  no  thorough  study, 


and  presents  a  great  field  for  future  investigation, 
and  as  one  offering  the  possibility  of  discoveries  of 
the  very  first  importance  I  commend  it  to  all  of  you 
who  have  facilities  for  experimental  work. 

Before  reading  his  paper  Mr.  Atkins  said  :  I  took 
this  subject  by  request,  not  that  I  felt  myself  in 
position  to  handle  it  as  well  as  I  would  hke  to  have 
it  handled.  My  experience  has  not  been  sufficiently 
recent  and  up-to-date  to  expect  that.  I  have  tried 
to  present  in  this  paper  the  result  of  my  own  observa- 
tions to  some  extent,  and  to  glean  a  little  from  some 
other  authorities,  and  hope  that  the  paper  may  prove 
of  some  interest  to  you. 

I 

BENEATH  THE  STAES. 


He  was  a  red-faced  man,  with  close-cropped  hair, 
also  conveying  a  decided  suegestion  of  red.  though 
of  a  different  shade  to  the  pink  flush  on  his  features.' 
Otherwise  an  ordinary  type  of  man,  whose  appear- 
ance indicated  that  he  was  by  no  means  an  ascetic, 
while  his  narrow,  upright  collar  and  the  cut  of  his 
clothes  betokened  his  appreciation  of  outdoor  sport. 
Judging  from  his  puffy,  out-of-condition  look,  the 
kind  of  sport  which  most  appealed  to  him  was  that 
which  only  necessitated  his  acting  as  a  spectator 
without  actively  participating  in  it. 

As  I  got  into  the  train  he  glanced  at  my  rod  and 
basket,  and  politely  removing  a  copy  of  the 
Pink  '  U n  from  the  comer  seat,  motioned  me 
towards  it.  I  bowed  my  thanks,  and  settled  down 
into  the  seat  on  my  way  to  a  well-known  up-river 
resort  on  the  South-Western  line.  My  vis-a-vis 
had  apparently  exhausted  all  the  contents  of  the 
paper  which  he  cared  for.  and  made  several 
attempts  at  talking  "horse"  to  me.  As  I  take 
not  the  faintest  interest  in  the  noble  animal  as  a 
racing  machine,  my  replies  were  monosyllabic, 
until  at  last  in  despair  he  was  reduced  to  talk  of 
my  particular  kind  of  sport. 

"  Ought  to  be  the  right  sort  of  day  for  'em,"-  he 
remarked  at  last. 

I  hardly  divined  his  meaning  at  first,  but  the 
upward  glance  he  cast  at  my  tackle  reposing  in  the 
rack  gave  me  an  indication  that  he  meant  fish. 
"  Pretty  good,"  T  replied  oracularly;  "but  there, 
you  never  can  tell." 

The  ice  once  broken,  he  volunteered  the  frequent 
information  of  the  unworthy  angler,  that  he 
•'  didn't  mind  fishing  if  they'd  keep  on  biting  all 
the  time " ;  and  then  sonaehow  the  conversation 
got  round  to  night  fishing.  I  had  been  holding 
forth  on  its  pleasures  after  a  sultry  day,  and 
should  perhaps  have  gone  further  in  my  praises  if 
I  had  not  noticed  the  expression  of  half-humorous 
disgust  spreading  over  his  features. 

"  Night  fit-hing !  '-  he  ejaculated.  ^  No  thanks, 
I've  had  some." 

"  I  should  hardly  have  thought  you  would  have 
cared  enough  for  it  to  go  out  all  night,"  I  said. 

"  Well,"  he  replied,  "  it's  a  bit  of  a  yarn,  and  it's 
rather  giving  myself  away,  but  if  you  like  I'll  tell 
you  how  it  happened.  I  was  clerking  for  Bill 
Langley,  the  bookie,  at  the  time,  and  we  were 
staying  with  a  lot  of  the  other  boys  at  the  Duke's 
Head  at  Southford  in  readiness  for  the  race  meeting 
next  day.  About  six  o'clock  in  comes  Charley 
Harston,  and,  much  to  our  surprise,  a  man  behind 
him  carrying  a  lot  of  fishing  tackle.  We  knew 
Charley  as  one  of  the  sharpest  in  the  ring, 
but  this  was  the  first  time  he'd  let  on  that 
he  was  a  fisherman,  and  I  guess  he  had  to 
stand  a  pretty  fair  amount  of  chaff  about 
it.  He  stood  it  very  well,  and  only  said  he'd 
heard  the  river  here  was  full  of  big  bream,  and 
he  didn't  mean  to  go  back  without  having  a  shot 
at  some  of  them.  Well,  we  had  dinner  and  a  few 
drinks — in  fact,  more  than  a  few ;  to  tell  the  truth, 
Charley  was  pretty  well  primed  and  so  was  I,  though 
we  can  both  stand  a  fairish  drop.  About  ten  o'clock, 
just  as  it  was  getting  a  bit  thick,  up  got  Charley 
and  said  he  was  going  out  fishing  and  wanted  a  pal. 
We  all  laughed,  lout  he  meant  it;  he  said  his  tackle 
was  all  ready  and  the  landlord  had  engaged  a  boat 
for  him,  and  told  him  where  to  go.  Nobody  was 
anxious  to  keep  him  company,  so  at  last  he  began 
to  press  me  to  come.  Well,  he'd  done  me  a  good 
turn  once  or  twice,  so  partly  for  that  and  partly, 
as  I  said,  because  it  was  getting  a  bit  too  thick,  I 
agreed  to  go.  '  We'd  better  take  something  with  us,' 
said  Charley,  so  he  pocketed  a  bottle  of  'Black 
and  White  '  to  keep  the  night  air  out.  We  found, 
or  rather  we  fumbled,  our  way  down  to  the  river, 
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and  there  we  foiiiid  the  boat  ready  for  us  as 
promised.  *  Here  she  is,  sir,'  said  the  man,  '  and 
here's  a  lantern  for  you  to  put  the  tackle  together 
by  and  see  how  to  bait  You  pull  up  for  about 
half  a  mile  till  you  come  to  a  big  oak  tree,  and  you 
fix  with  that  at  your  back  and  fish  well  out  in  the 
stream.  There's  ground-bait  and  some  worms  in 
the  pail,  and  I'll  come  out  with  you  if  you  like.' 

*'  The  latter  offer  Charley  refused,  and  we  put  off. 
Fortunately  the  boat  was  a  stout  old  thing,  as 
neither  of  us  were  much  of  oarsmen  at  the  best  of 
times.  Well,  we  reached  the  spot  and  dropped  the 
weights  overboard,  and  Charley  began  to  put  his 
tackle  together.  He'd  got  a  very  fancy  float  with 
a  glass  top  that  he  said  was  made  especially  for 
night  fishing,  as  there  was  luminous  paint  inside 
the  glass  to  show  up  a  bite  in  the  dark. 

"Just  as  he'd  got  his  rod  and  line  all  right  I 
happened  to  stand  up,  and  as  he  sillylike  had  stood 
the  lantern  just  on  the  edge  of  the  boat,  overboard 
it  went.  Charley  did  let  out  at  me,  but  at 
last  he  pulled  out  the  bottle  and  we  had  a  nip, 
and  he  settled  down  again.  '  Well,  at  any  rate,' 
he  said,  '  my  new  float  will  show  up  better  without 
it.'  He  threw  some  ground-bait  in,  and  then  stood 
up  to  throw  out  his  line.  He  made  a  good  cast, 
and  we  watched  to  see  what  sort  of  light  came 
from  the  float,  but  he  had  made  the  boat  rock  so 
and  caused  such  a  lot  of  waves  that  we  couldn't 
see  it.  At  last  I  spotted  a  bright  gleam  in  the 
water,  and  pointed  to  it.  '  All  right,'  said  Charley, 
'  now  we  must  keep  quiet  and  watch  carefully.' 
We  did  keep  quiet.  We  fixed  our  eyes  upon  that 
light  and  watched  for  about  a  solid  hour  as  near  as 
I  could  reckon,  and  then,  what  with  the  whiskey 
we  had  had  and  what  with  the  cold  night  air,  my 
nose  began  to  come  forward  on  my  knees,  and  I 
must  have  dropped  into  a  doze.  When  I  woke  up, 
Charley  was  doubled  up  in  a  similar  position, 
the  grey  light  of  dawn  was  just  making  things  half 
visible,  and  the  light  was  not  to  be  seen.  •  Wake 
up,  man,'  I  said,  shaking  him.  '  you've  got  a  bite.' 
Charley  woke  up,  rubbed  his  eyes,  and  gave  a 
mighty  tug  at  his  line.  No  result.  Another  tug 
and  another  look.  '  A  big  one  must  have  broken 
away  with  it.'  he  said.-  He  began  to  take  in  his 
rod  to  see  how  much  tackle  he  had  left,  but 
found  it  was  caught  up  somewhere.  Another 
tug,  and  a  shower  of  dew  came  falling  on  us 
from  the  boughs  of  the  tree  overhead.  Charley 
had  flung  his  tackle  up  into  the  tree,  and  had 
been  expecting  the  reflection  of  a  star  in  the 
water  to  bob  when  a  fish  bit.  You  should  have  heard 
him  go  on.  I'd  heard  him  do  a  bit  that  way  when 
all  the  favourites  won,  but  this  was  a  bit  of  real 
jam  in  the  way  of  language,  and  the  best  of  it  all 
was  he  went  on  at  me.  I  was  wild  enough  ravself, 
but  to  hear  him  made  me  curl  up  again 'with 
laughing,  and  I  couldn't  get  breath  enough  to 
answer  him.  Presently  he  came  round  enough  to 
try  and  get  his  line  out  of  the  tree,  but  he  was  too 
savage  to  go  slow,  and  he  ended  by  leaving  his 
fancy  float  and  all  the  gut  of  his  line  up  there. 
We  pulled  up  the  weights  and  paddled  off  back, 
and  managed  to  sneak  up  to  bed  without  rousing 
up  the  house.  Fortunately,  we  came  off  all  right 
next  day ;  Charley  stood  a  bottle  of  fizz  next 
evening,  and  swore  me  to  secrecy,  and  I  shouldn't 
have  told  you  anything  about  the  job  if  I  had 
thought  you  were  likely  to  know  any  of  our  pals, 
for  if  it  once  got  to  their  ears  we  should  never 
hear  the  last  of  it." 

I  thought  of  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes'  advice  to 
aspiring  youth,  "Hitch  your  waegon  to  a  star," 
and  reflected  that,  however  effective  a  star  might 
be  as  a  motor,  the  pale  reflection  of  one  was  hardly 
qualified  to  answer  instead  of  a  float. 

My  companion  left  the  carriage  at  the  next 
station  with  the  parting  injunction  to  me  of 
"Don't  let  it  go  any  further";  but  as  I  have 
perfect  confidence  in  the  dibcretion  of  all  anglers,  I 
have  ventured  to  disregard  his  admonition. 

LOBWOEM. 


FISH  CONUNDRUMS. 

When  is  a  nosegay  a  fish  ? — When  it  is  smelt. 

With  what  musical  instrument  would  you  catch 
fish  ? — Castanet. 

Why  is  an  oyster  the  most  contradictious  thing 
there  is  ? — Because  he's  got  a  beard  without  a  chin, 
and  you're  obliged  to  take  him  out  to  tuck  him  in. 

When  is  an  apple  not  an  apple,  but  like  a  fish  ?  — 
When  it's  a  crab. 


OLD  HAEKY. 


When  a  fisherman  speaks  of  the  time  he  has 
spent  on,  or  the  sport  he  has  had  in,  the  two 
Cornish  rivers  Camel  and  Fowey,  ask  him  if  he 
knows  old  Harry  Williams,  and  if  he  is  not  able  to 
answer  affirmatively,  you  may  immediately  con- 
clude that  his  experience  has  either  been  very 
limited  indeed  or  that  he  has  been  fishing 
exclusively  private  water.  It  is  almost  impossible 
to  be  associated  with  these  rushing,  hurrying, 
foliage-covered,  beautiful  streams  without  knowing 
this  veteran  fisher,  who  has  held  a  rod  from  seven 
years  old  to  seventy-seven,  and  who,  maybe, 
although  it  is  over  and  above  much  to  expect,  will 
hold  it  again  next  year  and  kill  his  salmon  in  his 
seventy-eighth  year. 

When  I  saw  him  last  he  was  bent  over  with  age 
or  rheumatism  as  if  he  were  trying  to  get  a  pre- 
liminary knowledge  of  that  earth  he  must  soon 
become  a  component  part  of,  and  he  was  plodding 
oft'  for  a  three  or  four  mile  walk  to  the  river.  To  a 
mind  as  contemplative  as  a  fisher's  it  is  a  plain  but 
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A  Famous  old  Cornish  Fisherman. 

certain  conclusion  .that  when  from  direct  necessity 
he  leaves  the  river  and  the  sport  which  are  his 
existence,  that  existence  will  surely  cease. 

It  was  Old  Harry  who,  when  I  was  a  little  boy — 
and  I  am  no  chicken — gave  me  my  first  hints 
about  fly  fishing;  and  when  the  inevitable  hitch 
up  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  came  he  would, 
without  ceremony  or  demur  of  any  kind,  walk 
across  to  free  it.  What  mattered  wet  trousers  to 
him  ?  The  indifference  to  a  continual  wetting 
which  would  kill  most  of  us  has  been  his  charac- 
teristic from  youth.  To  go  home  wet  was  usual,  to 
put  on  his  wet  clothes  in  the  morning  was  occa- 
sional, and  to  get  thoroughly  wet  during  the  day 
was  as  frequent  as  otherwise. 

Of  course,  he  never  had  an  abundance  or  even  a 
sufficiency  of  this  world's  wealth.  Impecunious 
parents  intended  him  to  be  a  shoemaker,  and  it  is 
history  that  he  acquired  as  much  of  that  profes- 
sion in  a  short  time  as  would  keep  him  in  the 
future — when  he  did  not  fish.  But  the  dull, 
mechanical  operation  of  soling  a  boot  was  only 
performed  under  specially  necessitous  circum- 
stances, or  when  a  fellow-fisher  wanted  a  little 
fitting  up  of  his  footwar. 

Harry  was  undoubtedly  a  most  sympathetic 
naturalist,  too,  although  his  knowledge  of  the  fauna 
was  confined  entirely  to  that  branch  which  existed 
in  his  own  district  around  Bodmin  ;  indeed,  rumour 
has  it  that  when  he  was  taken  to  a  menagerie  and 
shown  a  tiger  he  asked  what  it  was !    I  have 


known  him  stop  fishing  and  watch  with  most  real 
affection  for  several  minutes  a  squirrel  which  was 
scurrying  and  leaping  along,  or  peeping  at  him 
from  behind  a  branch.  "  I  could  knock  down  any 
man  who'd  touch  that  little  dear  "  he  has  told  me 
when  we  have  been  together ;  and  to  see  the  smile 
which  would  wreathe  the  old  man's  countenance 
as  plodding  away  on  a  ppring  morning  trout  fishing 
he  would  stop  and  listen  to  a  thrush  singing  was 
to  register  a  tacit  conviction  that  Nature  had 
intended  him  for  something  better,  but  had  for- 
gotten her  intention. 

He  could  never  read  or  write,  and  he  used  to 
urge  in  excuse  that  neither  of  the-ie  attainments 
was  necessary  for  shoemaking  or  fishing.  He  could 
fish  or  patch  an  upper  as  well  as  or  better  than 
those  who  had  these,  to  him,  stupendous  qualifica- 
tions, and  why  spare  valuable  time  in  acquiring 
them  ?  Of  course  the  old  chap  was  not  immaculate. 
In  his  day  he  has  been  known  to  get  his  salmon  by 
crook  when  he  could  not  get  it  by  hook,  but  to-day, 
in  his  dotage,  I  verily  believe  that  the  keenest  and 
severest  bailiff  on  the  river  would  do  his  best  to 
turn  his  face  the  other  way  if  he  thought  Old  Harry 
was  manoeuvring  to  get  a  fish  by  any  other  method 
than  the  orthodox  to  provide  for  himself  the  where- 
withal to  Uve. 

But  in  this  season  of  charity  and  goodwill  it  is 
not  right  to  pile  up  the  delinquent  parts  of  his 
career.  It  is  possible  the  hard  winter  may  take 
him  off  to  other  fishing  grounds,  but  one  can  only 
hope  and  believe  that  while  he  is  permitted  to  stay 
here  his  fishing  friends  will  do  what  they  can  to 
help  him  tide  throuah  the  season,  and  bestow 
on  him,  not  with  the  ostentation  too  usual  in 
the  giving  of  charity,  but  with  the  whole-souled, 
spontaneous  generosity  characteristic  of  sportsmen, 
such  gifts  as  will  make  his  short  time  pass  happily^ 

Nos3  Mayo. 


ODDS  AND  ENDS. 


"To  join  advantage  to  amusement,  to  gather 
profit  with  pleasure,  is  the  wise  man's  necessary 
aim  when  he  lieth  in  the  shade  of  recreation" — so 
wrote  much  abused  Tupper. 

Now  that  the  lordly  Salmo  solar  and  his  nearly 
alUed  cousin  S  fario  are  busy  on  the  spawning 
beds,  it  becomes  us,  as  fishermen  and  friends  of  the 
angle,  to  speak  one  voice  of  thanks  to  our  excellent 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazelle  for  the  great  pains  he 
has  taken  with  his  readers  to  keep  them  well  posted 
up  in  all  up-to-date  information,  both  as  to  the 
seasons,  results,  and  the  prospects  of  the  future. 
Luckily,  for  a  still  great  army  of  fishermen,  the 
varieties  and  seasons  of  capture  of  our  edible  fish 
are  so  diversified  that  fishers'  pleasures  and  editors' 
labours  still  go  on. 

Dapping  for  trout  with  May  Fly  in  leafy  June, 
standing  in  a  small  opening  between  two  alder 
bushes,  with  rod  extended  and  almost  motionless 
over  a  quiet  pool  in  the  river.  I  heard  the 
monotonous  pipe  of  the  pretty  blue  bird,  the 
kingfisher.  The  next  moment  he  was  perched 
upon  my  rod  —  I  partially  closed  my  eyes  to 
avoid  detection  and  stood  motionless.  Preening 
and  lubricating  his  feathers  preparatory  to  a  dip, 
he  turned  his  keen  black  eye  downwards  for  a 
moment,  and  sighting  his  prey  shot  down  with 
Hghtning  velocity.  The  activity  under  water  is 
wonderful,  the  wings  being  used  both  to  steer  and 
to  propel.  A  small  minnow  was  brought  up  to  the 
rod,  and  holding  it  crosswise  for  a  second  or  two 
he  gave  it  a  jerk  and  down  it  went  head  foremost. 
A  second  performance  followed,  when  a  weary  arm 
and  a  vibrating  rod  was  the  signal  for  good-bye. 
This  is  the  second  experience  of  the  kind.  Of 
others  appertaining  to  this — of  all  birds  I  think  the 
most  graceful  in  flight  and  the  most  beautiful  in 
plumage — I  once  found  one  in  mid-winter  that  had 
gorged  the  head  of  a  large  bullhead.  It  must  have 
been  a  hard  battle  for  both  were  slain.  The  idea 
I  think  generally  prevails  that  the  bird  of  which  I 
write  limits  her  nesting  place  to  the  banks  of  rivers. 
A  friend  of  mine  owns  and  works  a  sheer  and  deep 
face  of  building  sand  quite  a  mile  from  the  river, 
and  last  year  in  a  hole  possibly  bored  by  the  sand 
martin  was  found  a  nest  with  four  half-fledged 
young.  Hand-iearing  was  resorted  to  but  failed. 
In  studying  the  characteristics  of  the  creatures  we 
come  in  contact  with,  I  have  noticed  that  notwith- 
standing the  wonderfully  keen  eye  of  our  blue  bird 
in  detecting  his  prey  on  the  wing,  or  the  leafless 
branch  overhanging  the  river  upon  which  he  decides 
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to  alight,  his  sight  seems  peculiarly  defective  in 
distinguishing  the  human  figure,  provided  it  be 
rigidly  motionless,  and  the  eye  (that  searching 
member  of  which  the  lower  order  of  animals  have 
an  instinctive  fear)  be  partially  closed  against  him. 
As  my  subject  eyed  me  over  from  head  to  foot  I 
seemed  to  read  his  thoughts.  "  No."  says  he,  "  no 
danger  here  !  Although  in  my  travels  I  have  seen 
and  even  alighted  upon  many  wondrous  stumps, 
but  this  is  the  strangest  of  all.".  Yes,  my  blue 
bird,  thou  hast  faults  that  I  know  of,  but  my 
admiration  of  thee  far  outweighs  any  desire  to 
expose  them. 

Some  of  my  readers  no  doubt  have,  like  myself, 
ceased  the  momentary  play  of  the  rod  to  mark  the 
group  of  young  water-ouzels  perched  upon  a  half 
submerged  boulder  in  mid  stream,  all  anxiety  for 
the  ever  go  ng  and  coming  of  the  parent  birds, 
fishing  in  the  stretf^h  of  still  water  in  full  view  of 
them — they  poise,  dip,  and  are  lost  to  sight.  As 
they  rise  in  mid  air  a  shower  of  silver  jets  sparkle 
in  the  sunlight,  and  another  precious  life  is  added 
to  a  long,  long  list  of  finny  life.  Who  shall 
reckon  the  bill  of  costs  ?  The  river  near  where  I 
now  live  abounds  in  crayfish — they,  too,  have  at 
least  one  enemy,  and  it  has  taken  me  many  years 
to  discover  the  cause  of  the  little  heaps  of  despoiled 
shells  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  I  could  scarcely 
accuse  the  vole  (not  having  had  evidence),  as  I 
believe  him  to  be  primarily  a  vegetable  feeder.  As 
a  well-known  fact  the  barn  rat  is  good  for  any- 
thing, be  it  flesh,  fish,  or  grain;  These  rodents, 
when  stack-yards  become  void  of  fare  and  the 
summer  sun  is  tempting,  betake  themselves  to 
the  rivers.  On  the  occasion  of  which  I  write, 
quite  unobserved  by  master  long  tail.  I  had  my 
suspicions,  saw  him  dive  and  bring  up  his  victim, 
dexterously  avoiding  the  defensive  apparatus  in 
the  way  of  claws.  Quick  as  thought  these  were 
nipped  off,  and  the  feast  cut  short  by  aid  too  long 
delayed  to  save  another  aquatic  life. 

We,  as  fishermen,  must,  I  am  sure,  be  deeply 
interested  in  the  Rev.  Mr,  Bateman's  excellent 
writings  descriptive  of  the  form,  habit,  and  variety 
of  aquatic  life  to  be  found  in  every  pool,  stagnant 
ditch,  and  stream  perambulated  by  us  in  quest  of 
sport.  The  illustration  of  "  Dytiscus  Marginalis," 
a  di£Bcult  subject,  true  to  life — indeed,  the  plates 
and  type  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  do  credit  to  the 
artist.  For  thee,  Dytiscus,  I  have  but  little 
admiration,  and  no  love — where  have  I  not  found 
thee  ?  E'en  among  my  trout  fry,  and  woe  betide 
all  who  come  within  reach  of  thy  rapacious  jaws 
when  thou  art  hungry. 

In  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  the  advan- 
tages or  otherwise  of  taking  ova  for  artificial 
rearing  have  cropped  up.  It  is  no  part  of  my 
desire  to  discuss  the  subject  for  or  against,  but  it 
seems  to  be  generally  admitted  that  of  all  culture 
the  one-year-old  or  two-year-old  system  is  the  best. 
Of  course  this  view  is  founded  upon  the  fact  of  so 
many  besetting  dangers,  not  only  of  the  river 
itself  from  extremes  of  turbidity  and  slackness, 
but  of  the  many  enemies  to  ova  and  young  fish 
life.  I  question  if  all  these  enemies  have  as  yet 
come  under  our  ken.  Here  is  a  glaring  case. 
Some  years  ago  hving  down  in  Pembrokeshire,  I 
(in  company  of  a  gallant  Colonel  neighbour)  was 
turning  out  some  20,000  fry  from  my  hatchery, 
distributing  them  in  batches  on  gravel  beds  quite 
near  to  well  vegetated  spots,  when  the  Colonel 
called  my  attention  to  a  certain  youngster  in  diffi- 
culties, wriggling  as  though  fast  to  something.  On 
getting  down  to  the  spot  I  found  that  he  was  fast 
indeed — a  caddis  had  seized  him  in  his  death  grip. 
Lifting  them  out  on  to  the  bank  the  enemy  clung 
to  his  victim  with  all  the  savagery  of  an  enraged 
tiger.'  The  caddis  was  in  the  larval  stage  of  his 
lite — that  is,  encased  in  his  tough  leathery  refuge, 
his  black  head  and  legs  protruding  or  receding  at 
will.  In  order  to  make  doubly  sure  of  this,  to  me, 
phenomenon,  I  carried  three  of  the  larvae  and  placed 
them  in  an  empty  breeding  tray  along  with  three 
trout  fry.  The  attacks  were  frequent  and  savage, 
and  in  a  few  davp  all  the  fry  were  partly  eaten. 
The  health  conditions  of  my  experiment  I  knew 
were  perfect  with  its  continuous  flow  of  pure  water, 
hence  no  mi'<givings.  The  Grannom,  Stone,  Alder, 
and  May  Fly  larvae  were  absent  in  the  streams 
down  there.  Of  the  many  forms  of  dragon  fly 
Libellulidae  are  particularly  abundant.  Armed  with 
a  pair  of  formidable  forceps  with  folding  joints, 
and  being  gross  feeders,  the  whole  life  of  this 
creature  from  larva  to  imago  means  death  to  any 
subordinate  coming  within  his  reach.    With  the 


swiftness  and  grace  of  the  swallow  in  mid-air,  the 
imago  takes  his  prey  upon  the  wing,  and  is  withal 
a  thing  of  beauty  if  not  a  joy  for  ever. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Bateman's  interesting  writings, 
"  Fresh  Water  Aquaria,"  vide  Fishing  Gazette, 
carry  me  vividly  back  to  the  years  spent  in  Tenby, 
South  Wales,  to  which  place,  for  the  benefit  of 
naturalist  readers,  I  would  fain  say — go  !  Most  of 
the  species  and  varieties  of  molluscan  life  depicted 
in  the  series  and  many  others,  are  found  in  pro- 
fusion, including  Limnsea,  the  Physas,  Planorbis, 
Ancylus,  Sphaerium,  Pisidium,  Bythinia,  Anadonta, 
Cygnea,  and  Unio.  In  land  shells,  Tenby  and  its 
neighbourhood  are  rich  indeed,  possibly  nearly 
three-fourths  of  the  whole  British  species  are  found 
there,  so  thick  in  places  as  to  be  crushed  under 
foot  at  every  step.  As  an  amateur  collector  under 
the  able  tuition  of  Mr.  Albert  Wood,  of  Sutton 
Coldfield  (than  whom  there  is  possibly  no  better 
judge  of  conchological  specimens  in  England),  my 
collection  is  a  thing  to  be  proud  of  in  a  small  way. 
In  that  pretty  shell  Helix  Virgata.  beyond  the 
type  of  species,  I  have  ten  varieties,  two  of  which. 
I  believe,  are  not  generally  known.  Mr.  Wood  and 
myself  discovered  them  on  a  sparsely  vegetated 
rocky  island  in  the  Tenby  foreground.  There  is,  or 
was,  a  naturalist  dealer  (Mr.  JeSery)  in  Tenby, 
whose  place  of  business  is  replete  not  only  with 
local  but  fort-ign  examples,  and  his  knowledge  of 
the  location  of  every  form  of  shell  life  both  aquatic 
and  land,  if  judiciously  sought  alongside  with  the 
business  of  his  house,  is  a  thing  to  be  desired  by 
collectors. 

Mr.  Bateman  has  not  shown  us,  I  think,  the 
fisherman's  friend  —  Gammarus  pulex,  the  fresh- 
water shrimp.  In  transplanting  a  number  of  these 
from  Tenby  into  Westmoreland  I  noticed  a  most 
peculiar  habit  in  the  creature.  The  adult  crustacean, 
whether  from  fear  or  ire  I  know  not,  would  pick 
up  in  his  arms  (legs  if  you  hke)  the  baby  of  the 
family,  and  joyfully  or  wrathfully  swim  round  with 
all  the  appearance  certainly  of  paternal  affection. 
Did  your  curiosity  cause  him  to  let  go  for  a  moment 
instinct  survives  the  insult  and  he  has  it  up  again. 

Alas  !  too,  what  idle  moments  have  I  spent  on 
the  concrete  slopes  of  the  Tenby  reservoirs,  one 
eye  upon  my  young  thriviog  <S'.  fario  and  the  other 
upon  Daddy  Ruff,  alias  Jack  Sharp,  building  his 
nest  with  the  tiniest  particles  of  moss  or  other 
matter  best  known  to  himself.  His  very  uniform 
of  bright  red  and  blue,  coupled  with  the  sharp 
spikes  of  his  armour,  means  death  or  victory  to 
any  pretender  who  dares  to  intrude  on  his  domain. 
These  combats  in  the  male  line  are  frequent  and 
furious,  and  even  the  wife  must  not  approach 
too  near  until  the  nest  is  finished.  When  the  eggs 
are  deposited  she  must  needs  retire  and  leave  all 
to  her  vigilant  lord  and  master,  whose  sole  duty 
night  and  day  is  to  patrol  the  home  vicinity.  Nay. 
so  proud  is  he  of  his  charge  that  he  may  be  observed 
taking  a  mouthful  of  the  eggs,  and  having  had  a 
swim  round  carefully  redepositing  them  in  the  nest. 

F.  S.  Peekin. 


GOOD  SPOET  WITH  PIKE  AND 
EOACH  IN  YOKKSHIEE— 
GEAYLING  "OFF." 


An  event  well  worthy  of  record  is  the  capture  of 
two  magnificent  pike  at  Tadcaster.  One  was  a 
female  fish,  weighing  201b.  7oz.,  the  other  a  beauti- 
fully proportioned  male,  lOlb.  4oz.  I  assisted  in 
weighing  them  at  the  West  Riding  Hotel  on  the 
night  of  their  capture,  so  can  guarantee  the  weights 
to  be  correct.  The  fortunate  angler  was  Mr.  W. 
Grassham,  son  of  that  redoubtable  pike  fisher  Mr. 
J.  W.  Grassham  ;  and  I  very  much  question  whether 
two  greater  experts  in  that  line  of  fishing  can  be 
found  in  Yorkshire.  Mr.  Grassham,  jun.,  is  a  great 
adept  in  paternostering,  and  it  was  with  this  tackle 
that  he  caught  both  fish.  The  place  was  a  very 
awkward  one  in  which  to  land  a  heavy  fish,  being 
a  very  deep  hole  fringed  with  jagged  piles.  At 
first  the  angler  thought  that  he  had  got  fast  at  the 
bottom,  but  a  steady  sailing  away  of  the  line  soon 
proved  otherwise.  After  a  while  the  monster 
leisurely  turned  and  sailed  right  into  the  piles.  A 
hitch  of  the  line  on  these  would  have  proved  fatal, 
but  to  the  angler's  great  relief  the  pike  sailed  out 
again  into  the  centre  of  the  river.  No  need  for  me 
to  say  that  the  fish  was  skilfully  played,  and  even- 
tually gaffed.    No  sooner  was  it  on  the  bank  than 


the  tackle  came  away,  but  Mr.  Grassham  dragged 
his  trophy  well  into  the  field  behind  him  and 
administered  the  cuup  de  grace.  The  smaller  fish,  I 
am  informed,  gave  more  play,  but  that  is  usually 
the  case  with  any  kind  of  fish.  The  20-pounder 
was  delivered  to  Messrs.  Walbran,  Limited,  38a, 
Wellington-street,  Leeds,  for  preservation,  and  will 
in  due  course  form  one  of  the  chief  exhibits  of  the 
Leeds  Angling  Club,  of  which  Mr.  Grassham  is  a 
member.  This  is  the  largest  pike  I  have  known 
to  be  taken  from  the  Wharfe.  It  must  have 
devoured  some  thousands  of  the  finny  tribe  in  its 
time,  and  I  daresay  has  also  smashed  the  tackle  of 
many  an  unlucky  angler.  I  may  add  that  the  fish 
measured  36in.  in  length  and  20in.  in  girth. 
Roach  Fishino  on  the  Swale, 

On  Boxing  Day  that  expert  roach  fisher,  Mr.  J,- 
Bazley,  and  his  "  Fidus  Achates,"-  Mr.  Watson, 
had  a  real  good  day  among  the  roach  on  the  Swale  at 
Skipton  Bridge.  The  former  killed  twenty-five,  the 
largest  weighing  lib.,  and  the  smallest  lOoz.  Mr^ 
W.  had  a  similar  catch,  his  largest  scaling  lib.  2oz. 
These  were  all  taken  by  fishing  with  a  20ft.  rod  in 
Mri  B.'s  usual  style. 

A  Day  on  the  Ribble. 

Grayling  have  been  off,  dead  off.  Recently  I 
had  a  day  on  the  Ribble,  as  an  artist  friend  was 
anxious  to  make  a  water-colour  sketch  of  a  freshly 
caught  fish,  with  all  the  beautiful  iridescent  sheen 
upon  its  silvery  sides.  The  day  appeared  perfect. 
The  roads  were  hard  as  iron,  and  the  water  low  and 
clear,  the  edges  fringed  with  ice.  I  was  soon  fast 
in  a  lOoz.  fit^h,  which  was  duly  landed  and  con- 
signed to  the  handd  of  my  friend,  who  retired  with 
it  and  all  his  sketching  parapheraalia  behind  the 
shelter  of  a  stone  wall.  I  only  killed  another  three, 
the  largest  a  beauty  weighing  lib.  6oz.  Anent  the 
sketch,  my  readers  will  probably  hear  more  in  the 
future.  It  is  a  curious  fact  that  on  the  same  day 
the  grayling  in  the  Wharfe  were  in  an  equally 
unaccommodating  mood.  Two  friends  of  mine, 
both  of  them  good  grayling  fishers,  went  to  Grass- 
ington  and  fished  down-stream  on  to  the  Burnsall 
water,  which  is  noted  for  its  grayling  fishing.  One 
of  them  killed  a  solitary  fish,  and  the  other  never 
had  a  bite.  I  do  not  think  that  we  shall  ever  be 
able  to  explain  all  the  peculiarities  of  this  beautiful 
fish.  I  did  hear,  however,  of  one  good  catch — 
namely,  twenty-seven,  caught  by  "Bill"  Reynolds 
on  the  Wharfe,  but  he  told  me  that  they  ran  small. 
I  also  hear  that  "  the  great  Pick"  had  a  nice  basket 
recently,  but  I  did  not  hear  how  many. 

Lady  Bridge's  Bia  Salmon. 

It  really  is  astonishing  how  angling  is  gaining 
favour  amongst  the  ladies.  In  the  Sketch  of  Jan.  6 
is  a  picture  of  Lady  Bridge  and  a  421b.  salmon 
which  she  caught  in  Scotland.  She  and  her  husband. 
Sir  Frederick  Bridge,  organist  of  Westminster  Abbey, 
spend  August  and  September  every  year  there. 
Last  year  Lady  Bridge  landed  no  less  than  twenty- 
five  salmon  to  her  own  rod.  Sir  Frederick  is  equally 
skilful  in  the  gentle  art. — Halcyon  in  the  Weekly 
Edition  of  Leeds  Mercury. 


A  LATE  MIGEATION  OF  SALMON 
IN  THE  ANNAN. 


It  has  often  been  asserted  that  the  river  Annan 
of  the  Solway  is  a  very  late  river  for  having  a  run 
of  autumn  salmon.  This  contention  has  been 
again  made  very  clear  this  week  with  aaother  late 
run  of  back-end  salmon. 

During  the  past  fortnight  salmon  have  been 
noticed  daily  ascending  the  cauld  at  Annan 
Bridge,  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  more  fish 
were  sten  running.  At  the  weir  in  question  there 
is  every  facility  of  getting  a  close  inspection  of 
the  fish,  and  undoubtedly  they  are  late  autumn 
salmon.  They  are  red  in  colour  now,  and  evidently 
not  the  same  clasi  of  salmon  that  were  ascending 
the  river  up  to  the  middle  of  December.  At  the 
beginning  of  that  month  and  all  through  October 
and  November  the  fish  that  ascended  were  very 
bright  and  silvery,  and  those  caught  by  the  rods 
up  to  the  closing  day  of  the  angUng  (Nov.  14) 
were  exceptionally  fine  conditioned  fish. 

The  breeding  season  has  been  a  splendid  one  in 
this  river,  and  the  earlier  run  aatumn  fish  have 
been  on  the  redds  for  several  weeks  past. 

Heatherbell. 

[The  fact  that  the  fish  were  "red  in  colour'' 
would  seem  to  mean  that  they  had  been  in  the 
river  some  weeks, — Ed.] 
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ANGLING  FOK  CAEP,  AND  SOME 
HINTS  AS  TO  BEST  MODE 
OF  COOKING. 

By  S.  p.  Bartlett. 
{Paper  read  before  the  American,  Fisheries^  Society.) 

In  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  Corresponding 
Secretary,  I  have  the  honour  of  offering  a  few  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  catching  of  carp  with  hook  and  Une, 
and  some  of  the  popular  ways  for  preparing  them 
for  the  table. 

The  question  has  been  asked  me  a  great  many 
times  why  it  was  that  carp  cannot  be  taken  with 
the  hook  and  hne.  A  great  many  persons  have  told 
me  that  they  have  used  all  kinds  of  bait  and  failed 
to  get  them  to  take  it.  JIhese  inquiries  came  to  me 
as  a  surprise  from  the  fact  that  hundreds  daily  fish 
for  carp  with  hook  and  hne  on  Quincy  Bay  and  all 
along  the  Illinois  river  with  great  success. 

I  have  found  the  best  bait  to  be  a  dough  ball 
made  by  boihng  commeal  to  a  good  stiff  mush,  and 
then  work  the  ordinary  cotton  batting  into  it  until 
it  becomes  hard  and  stiff,  and  then  rolUng  into  httle 
round  pellets  about  the  size  of  a  marble.  Bait  pre- 
pared in  this  way  will  not  be  easily  dissolved  by  the 
water.  I  use  the  ordinary  Carhsle  hook  fastened 
on  the  end  of  a  good  strong  hne,  and  3in.  or  4in. 
above  the  hook  attach  quite  a  heavy  sinker  which 
wiU  take  the  hne  to  the  bottom  and  allow  the  bait 
to  flow  up  away  from  the  bottom.  Another  good 
bait  is  the  ordinary  ship  stuff  from  the  mills,  boiled 
stiff,  and  dough  rolled  out  in  sheets,  and  then  cut 
up  into  httle  squares,  perhaps  fin.  square.  .Fried 
potatoes,  shced  raw  and  fried  imtil  they  become 
stiff,  not  brittle,  also  is  a  fine  bait.  Anyone  con- 
versant with  the  hook  and  Une  at  all  will  have  no 
trouble  in  catching  carp  if  this  bait  is  used  as 
indicated. 

On  Quincy  Bay  I  have  seen  as  many  as  two 
hundred  people  fishing  for  carp  along  the  shores,  and 
nearly  all  of  them  get  good  fair  strings.  The  carp 
when  hooked  is  a  very  vigorous  fighter,  and  care 
must  be  used  that  he  does  not  break  the  hook  or 
break  out  the  hook  from  his  mouth.  I  would  advise 
the  use  of  the  landing-net.  They  are  daily  taken  on 
tiout-hnes,  using  the  same  kind  of  bait. 

Since  your  request  for  information  as  to  the  carp 
from  an  anghng  standpoint,  I  have  given  the  matter 
a  great  deal  of  attention,  and  have  been  greatly  sur- 
prised at  the  extent  to  which  carp  are  caught  with 
hook  and  hne.  From  Cairo  to  Dubuque,  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  I  have  found  shores  at  all  the 
towns  lined  with  people  fishing  for  carp,  all  catching 
them.  One  day  last  week,  from  the  lower  end  of 
Peoria,  Ilhnois  river,  to  Waterworks  Point,  a  distance 
of  three  miles,  I  counted  1103  people  fishing  with 
hook  and  hne.  and  on  investigation  developed  that 
a  large  per  cent,  of  them  were  taking  carp,  the 
majority  of  those  caught  weighing  lib.  and  as  heavy 
as  5lb.,  all  of  them  probably  used  as  food. 

Permit  me  to  introduce  here  a  letter  from  one  of 
the  best  known  sportsmen  in  the  State  : — 

"  Peoria,  III,  June  23,  1903^ 
Hon.  S.  P.  Bartlett,  Esq., 

Supt.  Fish  Commission,  Quincy,  IlL 

"  Deak  Sir, — Carp  fishing  with  hook  and  line  has 
now  taken  its  place  with  bass  and  other  kinds  of 
fishing.  All  along  the  river  in  this  locahty  carp  are 
being  caught  freely  with  hook  and  hne  this  year, 
and  to  say  they  are  gamy  is  not  half  expressing  it. 
For  the  past  month,  I  have  made  it  my  business  to 
go  along  the  river  and  take  notes  of  this  particular 
kind  of  fishing,  and  talked  with  no  less  than  twenty- 
five  different  persons  who  were  busy  catching  carp, 
and  in  every  instance  I  was  told  it  was  rare  sport  to 
hook  a  carp,  as  it  was  quite  as  much  of  a  trick  to 
land  one  as  it  was  to  land  a  bass ;  dip  nets 
were  used  generally  to  land  the  carp,  as  the 
activity  of  the  fish  when  jerked  out  of  the 
water  would  tear  the  gills  and  free  the  fish  quite 
often.  The  bait  used  when  fishing  for  carp  is 
dough  balls  and  partly-boiled  potatoes,  the  latter 
being  best  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority.  The 
carp  will  bite  on  worms  quite  freely  also,  and  in  two 
instances  I  found  carp  had  been  taken  with 
minnows,  something  that  has  been  considered  impos- 
sible heretofore,  but  in  these  two  cases  I  am  certain 
it  was  done,  as  I  have  the  names  of  the  parties  who 
caught  the  fish.  An  old  German  who  fives  here 
goes  daily  to  the  river  with  a  regular  fly-casting  pole 
and  reel  to  fish  for  carp  ;  of  course,  he  exchanges  the 
fly  for  the  regulation  hook,  but  he  used  his  reel  in 


landing  the  carp,  and  says  there  is  no  finer  sport  than 
fishing  for  carp.  This  man  uses  partly-boiled 
potatoes  altogether,  and  is  very  successful  in  taking 
carp  in  numbers  daily.  I  have  caught  a  great  many 
carp  myself  with  hook  and  hne,  using  potatoes, 
dough  balls,  and  worms,  and  found  that  the  partly- 
boiled  potatoes  worked  best,  as  the  carp  seemed  to 
take  that  particular  bait  when  they  would  not  bite 
on  any  other.  As  for  the  sport  of  catching  carp  with 
hook  and  hne,  I  consider  it  equal  to  anything  in  the 
way  of  pleasure  fishing^  as  the  fish  is  gamy  and  will 
fight  as  hard  against  being  landed  as  bass  or  other 
game  fish,  and  are  to  be  handled  with  precaution  on 
account  of  their  tender  gills,  which  will  often  tear 
when  hooked  by  an  inexperienced  angler.  In  the 
past  two  years  carp  have  become  popular  where 
they  were  unpopular,  because  of  the  wearing  away 
of  the  prejudice  that  they  were  of  no  benefit  to  the 
angler  on  account  of  the  behef  that  they  would  not 
take  a  hook.  Now  it  is  different,  as  the  very  ones 
who  were  so  loud  in  their  protest  against  the  carp, 
have  found  great  sport  in  taking  them  with  hook  and 
hne,  and  it  is  wonderful  to  hear  the  change  of 
sentiment  as  to  the  carp  for  food  purposes.  They 
are  a  good  fish  now  and  fit  for  a  king  in  comparison 
to  what  was  said  of  them  while  the  prejudice  still 
existed.  To  my  mind  the  carp  is  a  good  fish  for  food 
purposes,  and  is  fast  finding  favour  in  the  west  in 
every  way,  now  that  the  angler  has  found  it  is  the 
coming  fish  for  sport.  J ust  at  present  in  the  Ilhnois 
river  we  have  a  world  of  all  kinds  of  game  fish  and 
no  end  of  carp,  which  ensures  the  angler  his  full 
measure  of  sport  until  the  end  of  time. — Most 
respectfully  yours,  "  M.  D.  Hurley. - 

Now  How  TO  Cook  Them. 

I  feel  sure  that  most  of  the  prejudice  to  the  carp 
as  a  table  fish  is  from  the  fact  that  they  are  too  often 
taken  from  the  warm  water,  fried  and  broiled  without 
preparation.  Their  rapid  growth  and  the  warm 
water  they  are  taken  from  have  a  tendency  to  make 
them  soft.  I  have  found  the  best  mode  of  preparing 
them  as  follows  :  Kill  as  soon  as  caught,  by  bleeding, 
taking  out  all  of  the  blood.  Skin,  soak  in  salt  water 
for  several  hours,  then  parboil  and  bake,  basting 
frequently.  They  are  frequently  served  here  as  a 
boiled  fish,  covered  with  proper  dressing.  It  takes 
but  a  shght  stretch  of  the  imagination  to  place  on 
bill  of  fare  as  anything  from  bluefish  to  buffalo. 
To-day  I  had  bluefish  served  with  my  soup  at  one 
of  the  principal  hotels,  and  it  would  have  passed  as 
such  with  the  average  man,  tell-tale  bones,  however, 
said  carp. 

I  give  here^vith  a  receipt  of  Swedish  origin,  given 
me  by  Dr.  Weiss,  of  Ottawa,  111.,  President  of  the 
Fox  River  Fish  and  Game  Association,  who  assures 
me  that  the  perfected  product  is  equal  to  the 
imported  fish  jelly  that  brings  $1  per  pound. 

Carp  Omelet  or  Carp  Jelly  (Swedish). 
"  Take  a  6lb.  to  81b.  carp  ;  scale  and  skin.  Leave 
head  and  skin.  Cut  into  small  pieces  and  place  in 
boihng  water  just  sufficient  to  cover,  and  add  salt, 
coarsely-ground  pepper,  allspice,  and  a  bay  leaf  or 
two.  Boil  about  twenty  minutes  or  until  perfectly 
soft.  Remove  from  the  fire,  remove  pieces  of  fish 
from  the  water,  but  preserve  the  water.  Break  the 
pieces  so  as  to  be  able  to  remove  all  the  bones  tho- 
roughly. Skin  fins  and  head  pieces.  Strain  hquid 
through  a  colander,  and,  if  necessary,  add  a  cupful 
of  gelatine,  previously  dissolved,  to  this  hquid.  At 
the  same  time  add  such  other  spices  as  may  be 
desired.  Add  the  original  pieces  of  fish  to  the  hquid 
or  gelatinised  hquid.  Stir  and  place  on  ice  until 
sohdified." 

I  was  greatly  surprised  at  a  statement  made  by 
Mr.  Cohen,  president  of  the  Ilhnois  State  Fish  Com- 
mission, to  the  effect  that  he  had  seen  carp  on  the 
menu  of  Waldorf  Astoria  Hotel,  New  York,  and  at  a 
price  per  portion  higher  than  fresh  mackerel  I  was 
incHned  to  think  he  was  telhng  me  a  fish  story. 
In  order  to  verify,  he  wrote  to  the  chef  of  that  hotel 
and  received  a  letter  and  copy  of  bill  of  fare,  which 
absolutely  confirmed  his  statement. 

In  concluding  this  brief  paper,  I  wish  to  say  in 
explanation  that  in  some  way  I  have  been  con- 
sidered special  champion  of  the  carp,  and  as  such 
have  been  frequently  misquoted. 

I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  the 
carp  compare  favourably  with  our  whitefish,  bass, 
or  other  game  fish,  salt  or  fresh.  I  want  simpl^to 
repeat  my  former  statement — that  is,  that  the  carp 
have,  in  our  western  waters,  filled  a  need  that 
nothing  else  would  or  could  do.  They  have  taken 
the  place  of  the  buffalo,  now  so  rapidly  decreased. 


and  that  they  furnish  good  wholesome  food 'to 
thousands  who  could  not  afford  to  use  the  more 
expensive  fish,  and  who  in  a  great  measure  depend 
on  cheap  fish  for  meat,  that  they  have  and  are 
paying  thousands  of  dollars  to  thousands  of  men  in 
taking  them  for  market,  that  they  furnish  equal 
sport  for  the  angler  with  game  fish,  and  as  a  com- 
bination are  yet  to  have  a  place  with  other  fishes, 
no  one  can  doubt,  and  coming,  come  to  stay. 
Discussion  of  Mr.  Bartlett' s  Paperj 

Secretary :  I  want  to  say  before  reading  this 
paper  that  the  papers  and  discussions  on  carp  of 
this  society  have  excited  widespread  interest,  and 
as  secretary  I  have  received  innumerable  letters  on 
the  subject,  some  damning  carp,  not  with  faint 
praise,  but  most  eloquently,  and  a  few  that  favour 
the  cultivation  of  carp. 

Mr.  Titcomb  :  A  good  many.; 

Secretary  :  Yes. 

Mr.  Clark  :  I  have  no  doubt  the  members  would 
hke  to  hear  from  Mr.  Ravenel  on  the  carp  question. 

Mr.  W.  De  C.  Ravenel,  of  the  United  States  Fish 
Commission,  D.C.  :  I  have  nothing  to  say.  I  endorse 
the  paper. 

Secretary  :  I  would  like  to  hear  Mr.  E.  W.  Blatch- 
ford's  opinion  regarding  carp  ;  he  has  eaten  them. 

Mr.  Blatchford,  of  Chicago  :  Mr.  President,— I 
think  it  is  twenty-eight  years  this  summer  since  my 
first  trip  abroad  ;  and  I  took  a  leisurely  trip  on  the 
Rhine  and  was  served  with  a  fish  for  breakfast ;  I 
could  not  make  out  what  it  was.  The  waiter  was 
a  German,  and  he  gave  me  the  German  name  for 
this  fish.  My  daughter,  who  was  with  me,  spoke 
German  fluently,  and  recognised  the  fish  as  a  carp. 
I  was  much  interested  in  it.  I  had  heard  about  the 
carp,  had  read  about  it,  but  had  never  seen  one 
until  then.  I  asked  our  landlord  if  he  would  get  me 
some,  I  wanted  to  see  them  ;  and  he  said  yes, 
that  he  would  show  me  some  that  afternoon,  and  I 
went  down  and  saw  them  swimming  about  in  an 
enclosure.  He  said  he  had  three  ways  of  cooking 
them,  and  one  of  them  was  very  much  hke  the 
description  given  to  my  friend  Bartlett,  of  Quincy  ; 
but  they  were  a  dehcious  fish,  and  I  came  home  and 
began  to  speak  about  carp  ;  but  I  have  met  few 
men  or  women  here  that  did  not  turn  up  their  noses 
at  a  carp.  But  the  carp  have  been  developed  by 
being  placed  in  waters  adapted  to  them.  I  beheye 
you  can  find  plenty  of  streams  in  this  State,  in 
New  York,  and  in  the  west  that  would  not  be  fitted 
for  carp  ;  but  I  have  hved  in  Quincy,  my  parents 
lived  there,  and  I  know  something  about  the  interest 
that  is  taken  in  fish  there  on  the  Mississippi  river  ; 
and  have  heard  of  them  in  Ilhnois,  but  I  have  never 
heard  such  an  excellent  statement  as  that  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Peoria  to-day.  I  am  very  glad 
of  it.  I  do  not  know  of  any  man  that  I  sympathise 
with  more  than  with  our  honoured  secretary  in  the 
paper  that  he  presented.  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  sent  me  a  copy  of  the  paper  which  I  received — 
perhaps  he  is  too  modest  to  do  it.  He  wrote  a  letter 
to  a  Wisconsin  paper,  a  column  and  a  quarter  long, 
and  put  the  carp  right  where  it  ought  to  be  placed. 
I  am  not  prepared  to  make  any  extended  remarks, 
but  want  to  say  just  one  more  thing  ;  I  enjoy  these 
meetings,  and  I  regret  that  I  could  not  be  at  the 
meeting  in  Put-in-Bay  or  Milwaukee,  because  both 
those  years  I  was  in  England  ;  but  the  last  meeting 
I  was  at  was  held  here — and  why  are  these  meetings 
interesting  to  me,  and  why  ought  they  to  be  inte- 
resting to  a  great  many  more  people  than  attend 
them  ?  (And  it  is  our  duty  to  let  their  value  be 
known,  and  get  them  to  attend  them.)  The  reason 
is  this  :  We  are  working  for  a  thing  that  has  a  clear 
and  distinct  element  of  utihty  to  our  whole  country. 
Now  just  take  the  facts  presented  here  by  Mr.  Pea- 
body  to-day,  the  number  of  people  that  are  em- 
ployed in  this  business,  and  the  excellent  food  which 
they  are  securing  by  it.  I  think  that  is  a  very 
valuable  paper  that  Mr,  Bartlett  has  written.  I  do 
not  know  whether  you  all  know  him  or  not.  He  is 
our  State  Commissioner  of  Fisheries  in  Ilhnois.  and 
he  is  a  thorough  student  of  whatever  he  takes  hold  of, 
and  I  do  not  know  of  anyone  whose  words  are  more 
valuable  than  Mr.  Bartlett's.  Is  not  that  your 
experience  with  him,  Mr.  Secretary  ? 

Secretary  :  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Blatchford  :  I  feel  that  we  should  be  thankful 
to  have  such  a  paper  as  that  brought  before  us. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  John  D.  Whish,  of  Albany  :  Speaking  of  the 
experience  we  have  had  with  carp  in  New  York 
State,  I  should  say  we  were  getting  considerable 
information  right  here.    In  our  state  the  fish  is 


42 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


January  16,  1904 


regarded  as  a  pig.  The  line  fishermen  do  not  like 
him,  and  the  net  fishermen  curse  his  existence. 
We  are  to-day  conducting  experiments  in  various 
parts  of  the  State  to  find  out  whether  it  is  true  or 
not  that  the  carp  in  New  York  State  destroy  game 
fish.  The  fishermen  say  that  he  does,  and  we  have 
any  number  of  letters  on  file  in  the  office  of  the 
Commission  complaining  about  it ;  there  is  not  a 
day  that  passes  but  we  get  an  application  for  per- 
mission to  net  him  out  of  some  water  ;  but  that  is 
an  impossibiUty,  because  he  is  hke  the  EngUsh 
sparrow — here  to  stay.  The  fact,  however,  remains 
that  our  people  are  prejudiced  against  the  carp  as  a 
fish,  and  want  to  get  rid  of  him.  The  county 
authorities  of  Erie  county,  two  months  ago,  applied 
for  permission  to  net  the  carp  out  of  the  Niagara 
river.  Of  course,  anybody  who  knows  anything 
about  that  river,  knows  he  could  not  be  netted  out 
of  there  in  a  million  years,  if  he  was  in  there  at  all. 
But  they  got  the  permission,  and  took  out  carp  by 
the  waggon-load.  The  fish  were  disposed  of  to 
Italians  and  Poles  at  a  low  rate  ;  and  they  seem  to 
be  the  only  nationalities  who  can  cook  the  carp  fit 
to  eat.  We  are  beginning  to  go  a  little  slow  with 
these  permits  to  net  out  carp  however,  for  the  reason 
that  the  sentiment  is  veering  around  somewhat  in 
its  favour — that  much  I  am  willing  to  admit ;  but 
further  than  that,  it  is  doubtful  to  my  mind  whether 
we  will  ever  have  a  very  great  carp  market  in  the 
Empire  State. 

Secretary  :  I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  gentleman 
knows  what  the  market  price  is  or  has  been  during 
the  past  year  in  New  York  City,  at  wholesale  ? 

Mr.  Whish  :  I  do  not  know. 

Secretary :  I  read  the  quotations  every  week  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  During  the  cold  months  it 
varied  from  9  cents  to  10  cents  a  pound  at  whole- 
sale, and  compared  well  in  value  with  other  first- 
cliss  fish. 

Mr.  Whish  :  The  complaints  we  received  are  from 
the  inland  counties. 

Mr.  R.  Tyson  White  :  Many  fishermen  along  the 
lower  part  of  Long  Island  and  South  Bay  are  making 
a  living  from  carp,  selling  them  as  fast  as  they  catch 
them. 

Mr.  Clark  :  I  do  not  wish  to  say  very  much  on 
the  carp  question,  but  the  question  of  carp  inter- 
fering with  anglers  and  the  destruction  of  bass  has 
been  pretty  thoroughly  exploded  by  some  member 
of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission  Scientific 
Corps — I  do  not  know  who  it  was — who  made  some 
investigations  in  Lake  St.  Clair  ;  and  I  think  if  the 
people  will  take  pains  to  read  what  has  been  said  in 
regard  to  that,  they  will  find  his  conclusions  were 
that  carp  did  not  interfere  with  bass  or  perch.  I  do 
not  think  the  carp  interferes  in  any  manner  with  the 
eggs  of  these  fish.: 


CEOWS  CATCH  FISH. 


A  CROW  long  has  been  accredited  with  such  keen 
eyesight  as  to  be  able  to  distinguish  at  a  distance 
the  difference  between  a  hoe  and  a  gun  carried 
over  a  man's  shoulder,  but  only  recently  has  been 
made  plain  the  fact  that  crows  have  learned  to 
become  expert  catchers  of  fish.  A  Santa  Fe  Rail- 
way conductor,  whose  train  was  speeding  along  one 
day  near  the  Desplaines  river,  below  JoUet, 
Illinois,  called  a  passenger's  attention  and  said  :  — 

"  See  those  crows  flying  low  over  the  water  out 
there  ?  They  are  the  smartest  birds  you  ever  saw. 
I've  been  watching  them  for  a  year,  and  all  others 
will  have  to  take  a  lower  perch  when  they  are 
around.  Maybe  you  think  those  crows  are  just 
dying  about  for  the  fun  of  it.  Fact  is,  they  are 
very  busy.  They're  fishing,  and  they  have  the 
petrels,  gulls,  and  hawks  beat  at  their  own  game. 
Never  heard  of  crows  that  fish  ?  We  can't  stop 
and  watch  'em,  but  if  we  could  you'd  see  I  am 
right. 

"It's  a  new  induptry.  so  to  speak,  with  them. 
Two  years  ago  a  crow  didn't  know  a  thing  about 
the  piscatorial  art.  But  when  the  drainage  canal 
was  opened  the  gulls  followed  it  from  Lake 
Michigan,  and  they  have  taught  the  crows  how  to 
catch  a  nice  shiner.  Now  the  river  along  here  is 
almost  black  with  crows,  as  you  can  see  for 
yourself. 

'•  When  the  gulls  first  appeared  hereabouts  and 
flew  over  the  water  looking  for  fish,  the  crows  sat 
on  the  trees  and  waited  until  the  lake  fowl  had 
made  a  catch.  Then  the  crow  would  swoop  down 
from  the  tree  and  chase  the  gull  until  it  dropped 
the  fish.    Very  often  the  gull  would  get  away  and 


the  crow  would  have  to  fly  back  hungry;  They  are 
wiser  now,  and  not  only  do  they  do  their  own 
fishing,  but  they  have  driven  most  of  the  gulls  away. 
I've  seen  crows  by  the  dozen  sitting  in  these  low 
trees  watching  the  gulls  skim  slowly  over  the  riven 
Every  time  a  gull  would  dip  into  the  water  the 
crows  would  strike  after  it  and  rob  it  of  the  prey. 

"  When  the  gulls  left  the  valley  the  crows  began 
fishing  for  themselves.  The  only  trouble  with  them 
was  they  couldn't  fly  slow  enough,  and  they  didn't 
seem  to  want  to  take  to  the  water  when  they  saw 
a  fish.  They  have  got  bravely  over  that  nowi 
They  sit  on  floating  boards  or  ice  and  keep  an  eye 
on  the  water,  and  will  catch  two  fish  while  a  gull  is 
catching  one. 

"Some  people  say  that  a  bird  learns  only  by 
instinct  to  do  a  thing  like  this,  but  this  is  a  case 
where  the  crows  have  been  taught  by  other  birds. 
They  are  the  champion  fishers  of  the  Desplaines 
Valley,  and  I  wouldn't  be  surprised  if  they  would 
teach  all  the  other  crows  until  they  will  become 
known  as  waterfowl.  It'll  be  pretty  hard  to  teach 
'em  to  swim,  but  they've  got  the  fishing  art  down 
to  a  fine  point." — American  Field. 

[In  an  article  in  the  January  number  of  The 
Nineteenth  Century  and  After  I  have  quoted  what 
Mr.  Willis  Bund  says  about  carrion  crows  destroying 
fish.— R.  B.  M.] 


JU  JITSU. 


THE  ART  BY  WHICH  A  WOMAN  CAN 
THROW  THE  STRONGEST  MAN. 


I  COULD  not  make  out  what  was  kata  and  what 
was  jujitsu,  but  Mr.  Kano's  system  of  self-defence 
was  founded  on  a  minute  knowledge  of  anatomy 
combined  with  wonderful  quickness  of  eye  and 
hand,  and  wonderful  presence  of  mind.  One  of 
the  weakest  points  of  a  man's  body  is  the  foot.  If 
a  jujitsu  wrestler  caught  hold  of  the  other  man's 
foot  he  can  break  it  like  a  rotten  stick.  There  are 
numerous  grips  known  to  him :  if  he  can  effect 
any  of  them  the  whole  of  the  leverage  of  the  other 
man's  body  is  at  his  disposal.  Mr.  Yamamoto, 
who  weighed  fourteen  stone  and  was  tremendously 
powerful,  and  was  himself  one  of  the  leading  expo- 
nents of  jujitsu,  kindly  allowed  Mr.  Tami  to  operate 
upon  him.  Mr.  Tami  took  him  by  the  wrist  and 
walked  him  off  the  stage,  which  is  made  of  thick, 
soft  Japanese  mats,  about  twenty-four  feet  square, 
as  easily  as  if  he  had  been  a  child.  With  another 
grip  he  threw  the  big  man  over  his  head  a  dozen 
feet  away,  and  then  in  a  dozen  other  ways  he 
threw  him  about  as  if  he  had  been  a  boy  of  eight. 
The  audience  was  breathless ;  for  several  minutes 
they  could  not  enjoy  the  marvellously  exciting 
display  of  science  for  fear  that  Mr.  Yamamoto's 
neck  would  be  broken  ;  but  Mr.  Yamamoto  knew 
how  to  make  himself  into  a  ball  hke  a  hedgehog, 
80  as  not  to  pitch  on  a  vital  part.  You  can  see 
that  if.  instead  of  being  a  trained  jujitsu  man,  he 
had  been  a  prize  fighter  accepting  Mr.  Tami's 
challenge  to  meet  all  comers,  each  using  his  own 
method  of  attack,  and  had  been  flimg  about  like 
that,  his  neck  would  have  been  broken  in  two 
minutes.  The  audience  was  very  amused  by  Mr. 
Barton  Wright's  statement  that  whereas  in 
English  wrestling  a  man  was  very  liable  to  get 
seriously  hurt,  the  Japanese  style  was  of  such  a 
nature  that  he  might  quote  the  case  of  a  certain 
school  in  Japan,  where  out  of  four  thousand  pupils 
who  had  studied  the  wrestling  there  was  not  a 
single  case  of  accident.  —  From  Mr.  Douglas 
Sladen's  capital  book,  *'  Queer  Things  about 
Japan."- 

LOCH  ACHANALT. 

AN  EXPERIENCE. 

"  What  brings  me  to  Loch  Achanalt  ?  "  That  was 
the  question  I  asked  myself  as  I  sat  in  the  Highland 
train  which  toiled  laboriously  up  the  steep  gradient 
on  the  branch  fine  to  Strome.  All  my  information 
about  the  fishing  was  obtained  from  the  few  remarks 
made  about  the  loch  in  the  "  Sportsman's  Guide." 
But  I  suppose  the  guttural  sound  of  it  appealed  to 
my  Celtic  temperament,  and  I  conjured  up  the 
usual  Highland  prospect,  the  breezy  waters,  heath- 
clad  hills,  and  towering  mountains.  Besides  it  was 
far  from  my  usual  fishing  haunts,  and  as  I  beheld 
the  magnificent  scenery  through  which  the  train  was 


passing,  a  short  but  sweet  two  days'  fishing  figured 
in  my  mind. 

On  arriving  at  Achanalt  Station  it  was  disap- 
pointing to  find  that  the  darkening  day  hid  the  loch 
from  view,  but  this  only  served  to  make  my  curio- 
sity take  the  place  of  an  "  alarum,"  with  the  result 
that  I  was  early  astir,  and  accompanied  by  the 
boatman  set  out  for  the  fishing. 

Loch  Achanalt  is  one  of  a  chain  of  lochs  skirted 
by  the  Skye  fine  of  the  Highland  Railway,  and  con- 
nected by  a  series  of  very  picturesque  streams.  The 
stream  which  flows  into  Loch  Achanalt  is  a  deep  and 
sluggish  body  of  water  and,  like  the  loch,  harbours 
lots  of  pike.  Anglers  for  pike  could  have  rare  sport 
here,  and  at  the  same  time  confer  a  boon  on  th» 
trout-fishers  by  keeping  down  these  great  cannibaUj 
Pike-fishing  in  the  Highlands  is  not  pursued  with 
zeal,  chiefly  owing  to  the  great  amount  of  trout- 
fishing  to  bo  had,  and  at  Achanalt  the  pike  grow  to  a 
very  large  size,  and  are  very  numerous,  as  they  are 
left  to  thrive  as  they  may,  which  is  a  pity  for  the 
trouting.  We  disturbed  a  few  of  these  fresh-water 
sharks  from  the  shallows  where  the  reeds  grew  on 
the  sides  of  the  river  as  we  wound  our  way  along 
its  sinuous  course. 

I  had  on  my  cast  three  flies  of  the  usual  loch  order 
— Zulu,  Claret  and  Teal,  and  a  form  of  spider.  A 
few  trout  rose  in  a  sluggish,  half-hearted  manner  at 
my  flies  as  the  boat  glided  along  the  water,  but  they 
were  not  of  much  account.  In  the  river  the  trout 
are  more  numerous  than  in  the  loch,  but  they  are  not 
of  such  a  high  average.  The  loch  opened  out,  and, 
as  the  boat  drifted  over  the  bar,  I  succeeded  in 
driving  the  iron  into  a  nice  trout  of  Jib. 

The  wind,  which  blew  at  first  in  mild,  fitful  gusts, 
seemed  to  gain  power,  and  gave  us  much  trouble 
with  the  boat  as  the  sheltering  banks  of  the  river 
were  left  for  the  open  waters  of  the  loch.  On  one 
side  the  hills  shelter  the  loch,  but  otherwise  it  is  open 
to  the  breezes,  and  the  boatman  informed  me  that 
sometimes  it  surges  and  hisses  to  the  tune  of  a 
sou' -wester,  with  a  vitahty  surprising  in  a  loch  of 
such  small  area.  This  fact  I  was  about  to  experience. 
The  day,  which  to  my  mind  on  starting  was  full  of 
promise,  was  disappointing  me.  The  boatman,  how- 
ever, to  my  surprise  detected  some  time  earUer,  in 
his  own  subtle  way,  an  unsettled  state  of  the  atmo- 
sphere, and  events  were  now  proving  his  instinct  to 
be  a  true  one. 

The  wind  rose  steadily  and  hampered  the  move- 
ments of  the  boat,  which  the  oarsman  had  great 
difficulty  in  guiding  along  a  bed  of  reeds  which  grow 
out  for  a  considerable  distance  along  one  side  of  the 
loch.  Here  the  boatman  remarked  that  large  trout 
lurk,  and  I  could  credit  his  statement.  It  looked  a 
Ukely  place,  and,  as  if  in  proof  of  what  he  said,  I 
rose  and  hooked  a  nice  trout  of  lib.,  which  instinc- 
tively rushed  for  cover.  But  his  days  were  num- 
bered, and  soon  he  graced  my  basket  with  his  pre- 
sence. What  speckled  beauties  the  trout  of  these 
waters  are — plump  and  golden-hued  ! 

Scattered  over  the  loch  are  numerous  sand-banks, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
channels,  etc.,  and  considerable  skill  in  the  manage- 
ment of  a  boat  to  avoid  them.  The  oars  have  to  be 
manipulated  dexterously.  What  with  the  sand- 
banks and  the  wind  we  were  constantly  in  trouble. 
Standing  in  the  boat  was  difficult  and  dangerous, 
and  frequently  a  furious  blast  would  hft  the  fine  off 
the  water  and  blow  the  fhes  fantastically  about. 
How  aggravating  it  was  to  see  a  trout  spring  out  of 
the  water  at  the  fly  saifing  away  exultingly,  so  to 
speak,  and,  of  course,  miss  it !  Probably  it  was  the 
supposed  insect  escaping  that  made  them  spur  after 
it.  This  sort  of  thing  went  on  for  about  half-an- 
hour,  at  the  end  of  which  time  we  were  both  con- 
siderably exhausted,  especially  in  temper.  The 
wind  gained  the  upper  hand  and  we  blew  about, 
now  on  a  sand- bank  and  splashed  with  spray,  now 
free  but  slowly  forced  to  the  leeward  side  of  the  loch. 
To  add  to  the  annoyance  the  rain  started.  Taking 
advantage  of  the  somewhat  calmer  water  in  the  leo 
of  a  small  island  a  landing  was  effected,  and  a  mise- 
rable attempt  made  to  hide  from  the  storm  behind 
some  stunted  scrub,  which  would  scarcely  afford 
cover  for  a  rabbit.  It  was  no  good.  We  rowed  to 
the  mainland,  and  hurried  towards  the  hotel,  half-a- 
mile  away,  as  fast  as  the  wind  and  rain  would 
permit.  Rather  an  ignominious  retreat  for  an 
angler,  I  think  I  hear  the  reader  exclaim,  but 
remember  we  were  in  the  heart  of  the  Ross-shire 
wilds,  and  experiencing  the  fury  of  a  Highland 
storm.  The  hills  gradually  disappeared  in  the 
thickening  mist,  and  the  landscape  narrowed  as  the 
vapoury  pall  descended,  and  I  was  forced  to  the  con- 
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elusion,  as  I  viewed  the  prospect,  that  at  least  one 
of  my  fishing  days  was  a  failure; 

The  following  day  was  a  Sunday,  and,  of  course, 
one  must  not  fish  on  a  HigUand  Sunday.  However, 
it  was  previously  arranged  in  the  programme  that 
Sunday  was  to  be  spent  in  the  next  best  way,  if  I 
may  use  such  an  expression,  taking  photographs.  I 
had  an  idea  that  photography  on  that  day  was  not 
considered  in  the  Highlands  such  a  heinous  sin  as 
fishing.  All  that  afternoon  the  wind  howled  and 
the  rain  spluttered  on  the  window-panes,  and  on 
retiring  at  night  the  storm  was  still  heard  to  moan 
and  whistle  round  the  gables  of  the  inn. 

In  my  waking  moments  next  day  it  was  still  the 
wind.  I  stumbled  to  the  window  to  see  if  my 
senses  deceived  me — but,  no,  Sunday  saw  the 
elements  in  the  same  mood.  The  hill-tops  sUd  into 
view  occasionally,  in  the  breaks  of  the  scudding 
mist,  and,  below,  the  loch  lay  cheerless  with  a  grey 
pall  over  it.  This  was  the  death  of  photography. 
I  was  no  artist  in  the  tree  sense,  and  stopped  short 
of  pictorial  aspirations,  being  lazy  and  content  to 
gaze  at  "  mist  effects "  and  "  feeUng  of  atmo- 
sphere "  first-hand,  when  well  under  cover.  Well, 
here  was  a  lazy  day.  Not  even  a  brother  of  the 
angle  in  the  house  to  cross  swords  with  in  "  fishy 
stories."-  But  were  the  ideas  of  my  angUng 
brothers  not  to  be  had  in  the  visitors'  book  ?  I 
would  repair  there.  And  it  was  amusing  to  read 
some  of  their  comments.  Not  a  few  complained 
of  the  pike  in  the  loch.  Why  not  exterminate 
them  ?  Why  not,  indeed  !  But  would  that  enable 
them  to  catch  fish  ?  Anything  as  an  excuse  for  an 
empty  creel.  Some  had  splendid  sport  and  were 
jubilant;  others  swore  there  were  no  fish  in  the  loch. 

If  my  memory  does  not  fail  me  a  trout  of  5lb.  was 
caught  that  season,  and  the  remarks  of  the  fortunate 
angler  were  naturally  of  a  pompous  nature,  which 
was  excusable  under  the  circumstances. 

I  deduced  from  the  comments  in  the  visitors' 
book  that  the  loch  was  a  sporting  one.  The  trout 
are  well  fed  and  fight  gamely,  but  unless  the  con- 
ditions are  favourable  take  a  "  bit  of  catching  "  ; 
but  a  good  reward  awaits  the  patient  angler.  To 
quote  one  fisherman  : — 

First  day  no  sport,  inclined  to  grumble  out 
A  cheerless  hole,  and  ne'er  a  little  trout ; 
Wait  longer  and  you'll  vow  the  place  is  prime. 
Anglers  can  have  a  jolly  lively  time. 

That  night  I  tried  to  persuade  myself  that 
to-morrow's  sun  would  smile  once  more  upon  the 
world,  and  my  last  fishing  day  would  be  a  very  suc- 
cessful one.  But  it  was  not  so.  Monday  came  and 
still  it  rained,  and  stiU  the  same  prospect  lay  around. 
A  few  horses  (were  they  not  hardy  animals  ?)  out  on 
some  marshy  pasture-land  looked  the  picture  of 
dejection  as  they  stood  motionless  with  drooping 
heads  and  their  backs  to  the  storm.- 

To  cut  a  long  story  short,  I  waited  till  near  midday 
and  then  packed  up  my  fishing  kit,  disgusted  with 
my  luck.  I  determined  to  leave  that  afternoon 
instead  of  the  following  morning,  and,  of  course,  no 
sooner  had  I  packed  my  goods  than  the  weather 
began  to  clear,  but  too  late  for  fishing  purposes. 

I  succeeded  before  departing  in  obtaining  a  snap- 
shot of  the  loch  and  the  boatman,  MacDonald,  and 
every  time  I  gaze  upon  the  reproduction  the  expe- 
dition to  Achanalt  is  brought  vividly  to  my  mind. 
In  spite  of  my  disappointing  experience,  I  intend 
giving  the  loch  another  trial  on  some  future  occasion, 
when  I  have  more  time  at  my  disposal  Given  fair 
conditions,  I  am  convinced  there  are  great  possi- 
bilities there  for  a  plodding  angler.     Olive  Dun. 

FKESH-WATER  AQUAEIA.* 
By  THE  Rev^  Geegoey  C,  Bateman,  A.K.Cj 

[Continued  from  page  27.) 
OH  AFTER  XlL—continuedi 
THESfi  beetles  do  not  obtain  air  in  the  same  way 
as  the  DytiacidcB  do,  by  protruding  the  apex  of  their 
elytra  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  but  by  means 
of  their  antennee,  which  they  raise  above  the  water, 
and  which  conduct  the  air  to  the  hair-like  surface 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  thorax,  and  hence  to  the 
spiracles.  This  method  of  respiration  gives  to  the 
breasts  of  these  beetles  a  silvery  appearance  while 
they  are  under  the  water. 

*  This  is  an  entirely  new  and  revised  issue,  with 
many  new  illustrations,  and  is  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
OiD. 


The  male  (H^  ■piceus)  is  distinguished  from  the 
female  by  having  the  last  joint  but  one  of  the  tarsi 
of  its  fore-feet  dilated  into  a  kind  of  triangular 
plate.  The  colour  of  the  elytra  of  these  beetles  is 
a  beautiful  oHve-black.  The  abdomen  beneath  is 
also  black,  having  quite  distinct  yellow  spots  upon 
the  margin.  The  antermae,  which  are  reddish,  are 
nine- jointed,  the  four  terminal  joints  forming  a 
club.  There  is  upon  the  under-part  of  the  body  a 
prominent  ridge  ending  in  a  sharp  spine.  The 
posterior  tarsi  are  weil  adapted  for  swimming,  being 
much  compressed  and  ciUated. 

These  beetles  may  be  found  in  the  ponds,  ditches, 
and  canals  of  England,  chiefly  the  southern  part, 
but  they  seem  to  be  rarer  than  formerly.  They 
may  be  generally  bought  of  those  who  deal  in 
aquarium  requisites,  however,  at  from  Is.  to  2s.  6d. 
a  pair,  according  to  the  dealer  and  the  season.  The 
aquarium  in  which  these  insects  are  confined  should 
be  covered,  or  they  are  Ukely  to  escape,  especially 
just  about  the  time  they  lay  their  eggs  ;  but  any- 
one, I  think,  who  keeps  them  will  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  they  are  the  most  interesting  and  the 
least  trouble  of  any  of  the  aquatic  coleoptera. 

The  only  species  belonging  to  the  genus  Hydrous 
is  H.  caraboides,  an  insect  somewhat  similar  in 
appeatance  to  Hydrophilus  piceus,  but  smaller  in 
size,  being  about  fin.  long,  different  in  punctura- 
tion,  and  darker  in  colour  ;  its  keel  is  also  much 
shorter  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  its  body.  The 
shining  blackness  of  its  elytra  occasionally  has  a 
greenish  or  violet  tinge.  This  rather  common 
beetle  is  very  sxiitable  for  the  aquarium. 

Of  the  five  species  comprehended  in  the  genus 
Hydrobius,  H.  fuscipes  is  perhaps  the  commonest 
and  most  suitable  for  the  tank.    This  elegant  insect 


Fig.  160.    Hydrobius  fuscipes. 

can  be  found  upon  the  weeds  of  ponds,  ditches,  and 
slow-running  streams  in  many  parts  of  England. 
It  is  sometimes  useful  in  the  aquarium  as  a  con- 
sumer of  confervae.  About  June  the  female  makes  a 
cocoon  for  her  eggs,  and  attaches  it  to  the  under- 
side of  floating  leaves.  This  sac  is  somewhat 
similar  in  substance  and  appearance  to  that  con- 
structed by  the  Hydrophilus  piceus,  but  is  without 
the  hollow  stem.  H.  fuscipes  (Fig.  160)  is  about 
\in.  in  length,  and  is  of  a  very  glossy,  brownish- 
black  colour.  Its  shape  is  oval,  and  its  elytra,  sides 
of  its  head,  and  thorax  are  deeply  punctured.  The 
clubbed  antennae  are  rather  large  and  conspicuous 
for  the  size  of  the  insect,  and  the  legs  are  of  a 
reddish  colour. 

The  ten  or  twelVe  species  belonging  to  the  genus 
Helophorus  are  found  crawHng  upon  the  weeds, 
bottoms,  and  sides  of  ponds  and  slow-running 


Fig  161.   Helophoeus  gbandis. 

streams  in  many  parts  of  Britain.-  They  are  fre- 
quently found  out  of  the  water,  and  often  covered 
■with  mud.  H.  grandis  (Fig.  161)  is  the  largest  and 
one  of  the  commonest  of  the  Helophori.  It  is 
oblong  in  shape,  the  thorax  being  somewhat  nar- 
rowed behind.  The  latter  and  the  head  have  a 
metallic  appearance,  and  there  are  a  few  faint 
bro-vm  spots  upon  the  yellowish-brown  elytra.-  The 
legs,  palpi,  and  antennae  are  of  a  yellowish  colour. 
This  insect,  which  measures  about  ^in.  in  length, 
may  bo  found  in  ponds  and  sluggish  streams  in 
almost  all  parts  of  the  British  Islands,  and  at  any 
season  of  the  year. 

8.  emarginatv^  is  the  only  representative  of  the 
genus  Spercheus.  It  is  a  very  rare  insect — so  rare 
indeed  that  for  some  time  it  was  thought  to  be 
extinct  as  a  British  beetle.  It  was  formerly  found 
in  Whittlesea  Mere,  Kensington  Gardens,  and  at 
Windsor  ;  but  rather  lately,  I  beUeve,  it  has  been 
discovered  near  the  south  of  London.  The  female 
is  said  to  enclose  her  eggs  in  a  pouch,  and  carry  them 
about  afiBxed  to  the  under-part  of  her  body.  The 
eggs  are  hatched  in  about  ten  days,  and  as  soon  as 
the  young  larvae  appear,  the  busy  and  prolific 


mother  immediately  commences  a  new  cocoon  to 
contain  more  eggs.  But  notwithstanding  the 
fecundity  of  this  insect,  it  is  not  only  rare  in  this 
country,  but  also  on  the  Continent.  This  interest- 
ing beetle  has  been  described  by  the  author  of  the 
"  Coleoptera  of  the  British  Islands  "  as  having  the 
power,  both  in  its  larval  and  in  its  perfect  state,  of 
walking  upon  the  under-surface  of  the  water  in  the 
same  way  that  many  of  the  aquatic  snails  do. 
S.  p.marginalus  is  about  {in.  long,  and  is  of  a 
yellowish-brown  colour.  Its  head  is  flat  and  almost 
black.  Its  elytra,  which  are  wider  than  the  thorax, 
are  spotted  with  brown  ;  its  legs  are  reddish,  and 
its  palpi  and  six-jointed  antennae  (the  last  five 
joints  of  which  form  a  club)  are  yellowish.  Tho 
larvae  of  this  beetle  are  said  to  be  so  full  of  air  that 
they  seem  to  have  quite  a  difficulty  in  sinking  in 
the  water. 

The  seven  species  of  small  beetles  which  are 
comprehended  in  the  genus  Philhydrus  are  in  shape 
rather  similar  to  the  Hydrobii.  Their  length  varies 
from  ^in.  to  Jin.,  and  their  antennaj  are  nine- 
jointed,  the  last  four  joints  forming  a  pointed  club. 
Their  bodies  are  long  and  convex,  and  in  appear- 
ance seem  more  Uke  those  of  terrestrial  than  aquatic 
insects. 

The  Berosi  are  yellowish  and  very  convex  insects 
and  are  about  iin.  in  length.  Their  thoraces  are 
ornamented  -svith  a  spot  of  beautiful  metallic 
colour  ;  their  eyes  are  very  prominent,  and  their 
antennae  are  eight- jointed,  the  last  three  joints 
forming  an  obtuse  club.  The  four  species  belong- 
ing to  the  genus  Berosus  are  B.  luridus,  B.  cericeps, 
B.  spinosus,  and  B.  affinis,  most  of  which  are  fairly 
common.  B.  spinosus  possesses  a  short  spine  near 
the  apex  of  its  elytra — hence  its  specific  name.  It 
is  frequently  found  in  brackish  water. 

The  small  beetles  classified  under  the  head 
Hydrochus  are  not  more  than  ^in.  long,  but  generally 
less.  They  have  long,  narrow  bodies,  seven- jointed 
antennae,  prominent  eyes,  and  their  elytra  are  very 
glossy  and  beautifully  coloured.  H.  angustatus  is 
perhaps  the  commonest  of  the  four  species  of  the 
Hydrochi,  and  is  really  a  beautiful  Uttle  insect,  -with 
its  very  glossy,  greenish-black  -wing-cases.  Its 
thorax,  which  is  narrower  than  the  elytra,  is  deeply 
punctured,  and  its  legs  and  antennae  are  reddish. 

The  little  beetles  belonging  to  the  genus  Lac- 
cobius  are  divided  into  the  species  L.  minutus  and 
L.  nigriceps.  They  are  rather  less,  most  of  them, 
than  |in.  in  length,  and  are  yello-wish-grey  in  colour.- 
The  Laccobii  are  by  no  means  rare. 

The  very  tiny  beetles  comprised  under  the  head 
Ochthebius  are  frequently  found  crawUng  under  or 
over  stones  which  are  half  out  of  the  water.  Some 
of  these  insects  are  so  small  that  they  are  not  more 
than  Ygin.-  in  length.  Their  antennae  are  nine- 
jointed,  the  five  terminal  joints  forming  a  club.- 
Their  bodies  are  elliptical,  their  elytra  of  a  glossy 
metallic  colour,  and  their  legs  short.  Of  the  ten 
species  included  in  this  genus,  0.  pygmaeus  is  one  of 
the  commonest.  It  is  about  -i^va.  in  length,  and  of  a 
bright  metallic-bro-wn  colour.  The  thorax  is 
deeply  punctured,  the  legs  are  reddish,  and  the 
palpi  and  antennae  of  a  lighter  colour  -with  darker 
tips.- 

The  beetles  of  the  genus  Hydrcena  have  the  same 
habits  and  habitats  as  those  of  the  preceding.  They 
are  chiefly  noticeable  for  the  extreme  length  of  their 
palpi,  which  almost  equal  in  length  half  of  the  body. 
Their  antennae  are  seven- join  ted,  the  last  four  of 
which  form  an  oval  club.  The  elytra,  which  are 
mostly  of  a  bright  black  colour,  do  not  cover  all  the 
abdomen.  The  thorax  is  broad  across  the  middle, 
and  gradually  tapers  towards  the  anterior  and 
posterior  margins  ;  the  legs  are  long.  H.  riparia  is 
one  of  the  most  abundant  of  the  six  species  of  the 
Hydraenae.  It  is  a  narrow,  shining,  black  insect, 
having  rather  a  long  head,  and  the  thorax  deeply 
punctured.  The  antemiae,  palpi,  and  legs  are  dark 
brown.    It  is  rather  less  than  ^in.  long. 

The  beetles  belonging  to  the  genus  Limnebius  are 
the  tiniest  of  the  Hydrophilidce,  some  of  them  being 
less  than  J^in.  in  length.  Their  bodies,  which  are 
black,  are  slightly  depressed.  Their  antennae  are 
eight- join  ted,  the  last  six  joints  forming  the  club. 
The  elytra  are  sHghtly  truncate  at  the  apex.  These 
insects  are  divided  into  five  species,  some  of  which 
are  very  common. 

The  beetles  comprised  in  the'  family  ParnidcB, 
though  very  interesting,  are  not  so  suitable  for  the 
aquarium  as  those  already  mentioned,  as  they  are 
generally  found  in  swift -running  water.  The 
insects  of  the  sub-family  Parntdes  are  covered  with 
a  kind  of  hair,  by  means  of  which  they  are  able  to 
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carry  with  them  sufficient  air  for  their  wants  during 
the  long  time  they  are  accustomed  to  spend  beneath 
the  water.  Parnus  proUfericornis  is  the  commonest 
species,  and  is  ^in.  long.  It  is  oblong  in  shape  and 
of  a  dark  brown  colour,  its  legs  being  reddish.  The 
Parnidce,  as  well  as  the  Hydrophilidce,  are  herbi- 
vorous. 

The  Elmides,  which  are  also  a  sub-family  of  the 
Parnidce,  are  chiefly  remarkable  for  their  largely- 
developed  tarsi  and  claws,  by  means  of  which  they 
are  able  to  cling  to  stones  at  the  bottom  of  very 
swift-running  water.  The  longest  feet  and  claws 
are  possessed  by  Limnius  tubercidatus,  the  one 
species  of  the  genus.  This  remarkable  insect, 
which  is  rare  and  local,  is  found  in  the  river 
Trent. 

Very  often  an  aquarium  is  found  to  be  made  out 
of  proportion — that  is,  its  depth  is  too  great  for  its 
length  and  breadth.  This  mistake  of  construction 
can  be  rectified  by  filling  the  vessel  only  half  or 
three-quarters  full,  as  the  case  may  be.  Such  a 
tank  as  this  will  be  very  useful  for  keeping  not  only 
many  of  the  smaller  species  of  the  Hi/drophilidce, 
but  also  some  of  the  very  beautiful  and  interesting 
beetles  which  live  rather  upon  aquatic  plants  than 
in  the  water  itself,  such  as  certain  of  the  Donaciadce, 
Chrysomelidce,  and  Oallerucidce,  and  even  one  or  two 
of  the  Bhynchophora,  or  Weevils.  The  tank  for 
these  insects  should  be  covered  with  a  sheet  of  glass 
cut  to  fit,  and  stocked  with  such  aquatic  plants  as 
protrude  in  their  growth  above  the  surface  of  the 
water,  choosing,  if  possible,  those  upon  which  the 
different  species  of  beetles  are  accustomed  to  feed — 
for  example,  Water  Plantain  (Alisma  Plantago)  for 
the  Weevil,  Hydroyiomus  alismatis  and  the  Arrow- 
head [Sagittaria  sagittifolia)  for  the  Gallcruca  sagit- 
tarice,  etc. 

The  Donaciadce  are  very  beautiful  beetles,  and 
are  divided  into  the  genera  Donacia  and  Hcemonia, 
the  former  containing  nineteen  species  and  the 
latter  two.  All  of  them  are  herbivorous,  gregarious, 
and  of  more  or  less  lovely  metalUc  colours.  They 
are  nearly  always  found  upon  water-plants,  in  the 
Stems  of  which  their  larvae  Uve,  and  at  or  near  the 
roots  their  pupm  are  enclosed  in  silk-like  cocoons. 
The  under-part  of  these  beetles  is  covered  with 
downy  hair,  and  their  legs  and  tarsi  are  vei;y  strong. 
Their  bodies  are  generally  elongated,  their  thoraces 
are  narrow,  and  their  elytra  are  rather  flat.  As  a 
rule,  these  beetles  do  not  take  to  the  water  unless  it 
be  to  escape  capture  ;  and  their  swimming  under 
such  circumstances  is  not  much  more  than  a  struggle 
to  regain  the  plant  from  which  they  fell,  or  its 
neighbour. 

Donacia  dentata  (Fig.  162)  is  a  species  generally 
found  upon  floating  leaves,  such  as  those  of  the 
Water-Lily  or  Pond-Weed.    Its  strong  hind-legs 


Fig.  162.    Donacia  dentata. 


are  furnished  with  two  teeth  or  spines.  The  elytra 
are  of  a  brassy  colour,  and  the  legs  are  reddish. 
There  is  a  glossy  pile  beneath  the  body. 

The  Chrysomelidce,  or  Golden  Apple  Beetles,  are 
as  beautifully  coloured  as  the  Donaciadce,  but  are  of 
a  different  shape,  being  very  convex  above  and  flat 
beneath.  Their  length  varies  from  about  ^in.  to 
iin.  Their  heads  are  not  sunk  in  the  thoraces,  and 
their  antennte  are  rather  short,  gradually  thickening 
towards  the  tips.  Ghrysomda  polita  is  a  common 
species,  and  is  frequently  found  upon  the  Water- 
Mint  {Mentha  aquatica).  It  is  an  ovate  insect, 
having  brightly-polished  elytra  of  a  greenish  or 
bluish  tint.    The  legs  are  of  a  metalUc  green. 

Besides  the  beautiful  beetles  just  mentioned, 
there  are  many  others,  equally  beautiful  and 
interesting,  which  have  similar  habits  and  habitat. 
As  all  these  insects  delight  in  the  sunshine,  it 
should  be  arranged  that,  as  far  as  possible,  the  tank 
in  which  they  are  confined  can  receive  the  rays  of 
the  sun  upon  the  parts  of  the  plants  which  are 
growing  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  but  not 
upon  the  water  itself. 

In  concluding  this  chapter,  I  venture  to  repeat 
that  no  one  should  attempt  to  keep  beetles  in  an 
aquarium  unless  they  can  be  properly  and  regularly 
fed.  The  little  trouble  necessary  for  this  Avill  be 
amply  repaid. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 
Watee-Bugs  or  Water-Measukers,  Water- 
Scorpions,  ETC. 

Insects  are  said  to  have  a  complete  metamor- 
phosis when  their  pupal,  nymphal,  or  chrysalis 
condition  is  quiescent.  For  example,  the  larvae  of 
beetles  are  active  and  voracious  ;  but  when  they 
become  pupae  they  pass  their  time  without  either 
moving  or  eating,  until  they  arrive  at  the  imago  or 
perfect  state.  The  Coleoptera  have,  therefore,  a 
complete  metamorphosis.  But  as  the  Hetcrop- 
terous  insects  change  very  Uttle  apjjarently,  except 
in  size,  during  their  Ufetime,  and  as  they  are  always 
more  or  less  active  and  ravenous,  they  are  said  to 
pass  through  an  incomplete  metamorphosis. 

The  Heteroptera,  or  Bugs,  as  they  are  not  very 
euphoniously  called,  have  beaks  or  rostra,  and  by . 
means  of  these  they  are  able  to  suck  the  juices 
which  form  their  food.  The  holes,  whether  in  the 
plant  or  in  the  animal,  through  which  this  liquid 
nutriment  is  extracted,  are  made  by  four  very 
sharply-pointed  bristle-Uke  members  which  are  en- 
closed within  the  rostrum. 

These  insects  are  divided  into  the  two  tribes, 
Geocorisce  and  Hydrocorisoe.  The  members  of  the 
former  are  chiefly  distinguished  by  the  possession 
of  long  antennae  and  three-pointed  tarsi  fronf  those 
of  the  latter,  which  have  antennae  hidden  in  a 
groove  beneath  the  eyes,  and  two-jointed  tarsi.  All 
the  Geocorisce  are  terrestrial  with  the  exception  of 
the  Hydrometridoe,  which  are  generally  found  upon 
the  surface  of  the  water. 

Everyone  who  has  been  accustomed  while  in  the 
country  to  spend  any  time  by  the  water's  side  must 
have  noticed  those  curious  insects  which  seem  to 
have  the  wonderful  power  of  walking  or  rather  pro- 
gressing upon  the  surface  of  the  water.  These 
creatures  are  commonly  called  Water-Measurers, 
and  often,  but  erroneously,  Water-Spiders.  Not  a 
few  of  them  are  very  abundant,  and  may  be  found 
almost  everywhere  and  at  any  season  of  the  year. 
They  are  gregarious,  wary,  and  active.  Some  of 
them  frequent  both  stagnant  and  running  water, 
and  others  either  the  former  or  the  latter.  The 
Hydrometra,  Gerris,  and  Velia  are  the  principal 
genera  of  the  Hydrometridce,  the  different  species  of 
which  may  be  treated  while  in  confinement  in 
almost  the  same  way.  Many  of  them  will  be  content 
with  house-flies  killed  and  placed  upon  the  sui-face 
of  the  water,  and  some  of  them  after  a  time  will 
suck  the  juices  from  a  piece  of  raw  meat  suspended 
in  the  right  position.  As  most  of  these  insects 
possess  wings,  and  those  which  do  not  have  them 
are  very  agile  climbers,  the  aquarium  in  which  they 
are  confined  should  be  covered.  It  should  be  also 
remembered  that  they  are  carnivorous,  and  wiU  be 
likely  to  feed  upon  each  other  unless  they  are 
properly  associated  and  properly  fed. 

Hydrometra  stagnorum  (Fig.  163)  is  a  very  re- 
markable-looking insect,  reminding  one  by  its 
appearance  of  Euclid's  definition  of  a  line,  for  the 
creature  has  length,  but  seems  to  have  no  breadth 
to  speak  of.  It  is  indeed  the  narrowest  for  its  size 
of  all  British  insects.  It  is  about  ^in.  long  and 
about  half  a  line  broad  ;  its  legs  are  wonderfully 
slender,  and  it  is  of  a  dark  slate-colour.  The 
portion  of  its  head  in  front  of  its  eyes  is  considerably 


Fig.  163.    Hydrometra  stagnorutni. 


elongated,  and  at  the  extremity  of  this  curious 
elongation  rather  long  and  very  fine  antennae  are 
inserted.  The  eyes  are  prominent,  and  the  under- 
part  of  the  body  has  a  hair-like  covering.  As  H. 
stagnorum  has  no  wings,  the  easiest  way  to  tell  the 
perfect  insect  from  the  pupa  is  to  remember  that  the 
outer  part  of  the  body  in  the  former  is  hard  and  in 
the  latter  soft.  The  soft  covering  allows  for  the 
necessary  growth.  To  detect  this  curious  creature, 
one  must  look  very  closely  at  the  surface  of  the 
water  upon  which  it  walks.  It  is  found  upon  both 
ponds  and  streams,  and  also  upon  their  adjoining 
banks. 

{To  he  continued.) 


When  the  devil  goes  fishing  for  men  he  baits  his 
hook  \^-ith  a  pretty  woman, 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningj 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  The  river  is 
again  out  of  condition  for  angling  owing  to  the 
heavy  rain,  but  it  may  tone  down  rapidly.  When 
I  was  at  Datchot  on  Monday  with  Mr.  Harry  Offer 
we  found  the  roach  quite  off  the  feed.  Other  anglers 
had  similar  experiences.  We  had  half  a  dozen 
chub  up  to  2 jib.,  but  the  day's  sport  was  very 
disappointing.  All  sorts  of  swims  wore  tried — deep, 
shallow,  fast,  slow,  and  the  nooks  near  bushes — 
but  it  was  much  the  same,  simply  a  fish  or 
two — never  more — at  eaoh  spot.  Tlio  water  was 
somewhat  cloudy,  but  did  not  seem  too  much 
so,  though  the  wind  was  cold.  On  Tuesday  a  fair 
amount  of  rain  fell,  which  quickly  coloured  the 
already  well-tinted  water,  and  with  additional  rain 
nearly  all  day  on  Wednesday  the  lower  reaches 
became  very  thick.  The  upper  parts  of  the  river 
were  also  much  coloured,  so  that  it  is  likely  that  a 
week  will  elapse  before  there  is  a  chance  of  getting 
a  good  take  of  fish.  Bank  anglers  may  do  fairly 
well  when  the  river  commences  to  tone  down  by 
ufjing  a  small  red  worm  close  into  the  bank.  During 
the  week  only  small  takes  of  fish,  not  worth 
recording,  have  been  reported  to  me.  —  F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  wet  and  boisterous  weatlier 

has  been  against  successful  angling  and  only  a  few 
fish  here,  and  these  have  been  caught ;  the  best 
jack  71b.,  roach  up  to  lib.  4oz..  and  chub  up  to 
3 Jib.  There  is  now  a  lot  of  colour  in  the  waftr, 
which  at  the  time  of  writinp  is  rising.  All  the  weir 
tackle  is  drawn,  and  it  looks  as  if  fishing  will  be 
quite  out  of  the  question  this  week-end,  unless  it 
is  ledgering  with  lob  worms. — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Bing^ood). — The  rain  of  the  past  few 
days  has  again  coloured  the  water,  but  should  be  in 
splendid  condition  by  the  latter  part  of  the  week,  as 
at  the  time  of  writing  it  is  fining  down.  Mr.  F.  S. 
Pridden  has  been  having  some  excellent  sport 
amongst  the  pike,  taking  4501b.  weight  during 
the  past  fortnight.  Below  are  the  weights 
of  the  fish  since  my  last  report.  On  Jan.  7, 
two  pike,  141b.  and  5Jlb.  On  Jan  8,  one 
pike  of  7Jlb.,  and  six  perch,  21b.  4oz.,  21b., 
lib.  12oz.,  lib.  12oz.,  lib.  6oz.,  and  lib.  On  Jan.  9, 
three  pike,  12|lb.,  (ijlb.,  and  3|lb.,  and  one  perch 
of  lib.  lOoz.  Mr.  Walter  Frost  also  took  one  pike 
of  121b.,  and  251b.  of  roach,  the  largest  lib.  lOoz. ; 
Mr.  R.  H.  Morant,  five  pike,  the  largest  CJlb. ;  Mr. 
W.  R.  Alderson  also  had  a  fair  take  of  roach,  the 
largest  lib.  14oz. ;  and  the  Hon.  Eyre  Massey  took 
four  pike. — M.  W.  Haytep. 

Blackwater  (Maldon,  Essex). — The  river  is  well 
coloured  now  for  roarih  anglers,  and  some  good 
roach  have  been  taken  from  the  canal  near  Speeney. 
Mr.  F.  Anderson,  fishing  in  p-ivate  water  on  Jan.  9, 
caught  a  nice  pike  scalmg  2  lib.,  and  has  placed  it 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  F.  Homer  for  pieservation — 
F.  Keen. 

Bottisliani  Locks  (Waterbeach). — During  the 
week,  up  to  the  13th,  the  weather  has  been  very 
gloomy,  and  to  a  great  extent  has  had  a  very  de- 
pressing effect  on  the  fishing  all  round,  excepting 
with  the  pike  ;  about  twenty  fish  have  been  creeled, 
up  to  d^lh.  a  fish.  A  welcome  change  has  set  in, 
with  bright,  cooler  weather ;  if  continued  wiU  dry 
the  foreshore  which  has  been  left  in  a  state  of  mud 
since  the  floods,  but  the  banks  are  clean.  Roach 
fishing  still  quiet ;  live  baits  on  the  spot  if  notice  is 
given. — John  0.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  water  con- 
tinues to  be  very  big,  and  a  heavy  storm  which 
raged  on  Tuesday  evening,  Jan.  12,  increased  the 
volume  so  much  that  the  banks  of  the  river  in  many 
places  have  overflown,  and  adjoining  meadows  in 
several  instances  have  been  flooded.  The  large 
amount  of  water  coming  down  the  stream  is  favour- 
able for  fish  running  up.  There  is  plenty  of  fish  in 
the  river,  and  next  season  should  produce  plenty  of 
sport.  The  Dart  fish,  howe\'er,  take  some  catching, 
and  although  there  was  an  abundance  of  fish  in  the 
river  last  season,  only  anglers  used  to  the  river  got 
anything  like  decent  "takes"  in  the  lower  waters. 
It  is  reported  that  there  are  already  some  clean  run 
fish  in  the  river. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Some  pike,  perch, 
and  roach  have  been  taken  in  the  main  river  at 
Exwick  and  St.  David's.  In  the  canal  at  Topshara 
Locks  and  Lime  Kilns  a  few  pike  have  been  taken. 
At  Exmouth  the  dock  authorities  have  notices 
issued  that  yearly  fishing  tickets  will  be  issued  at 
5.S.  and  monthly  ones  at  Is.  6d.,  wliich  allows  fishing 
from  the  pier,  docks,  and  foreshore.  Sunday  fisliing 
is  allowed. — Red  Palmer. 

Iioa  and  Tributaries.  —  Another  disappoint- 
ing week's  sport  is  reported,  the  result  of  the  un; 
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favourable  weather,  which  has  caused  many  anglers 
to  remain  at  home.  The  river  has  been  in  splendid 
condition,  but  is  beginning  to  colour  again  too  much, 
and  had  the  weather  suited  roach  angling  no  doubt 
some  satisfactory  baskets  would  have  been  made.  At 
Hertford  a  few  roach  and  dace  have  come  to  hand, 
also  pike  up  to  8:^ lb.;  and  some  roach  and  pike 
have  been  secured  in  the  Ware  and  St.  Margaret's 
districts.  Roach  have  been  on  the  feed  at  times  at  Rye 
House  and  Hoddesdon,  but  generally  speaking  the 
unsettled  and  boisterous  weather  has  interfered 
with  the  pursuit  of  these  fish,  now  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  The  Stort,  Beane,  and  Rib  have  been 
in  order,  but  the  high  winds  have  been  detrimental 
to  all  kinds  of  fishing. — Iz^^ak  Waitok. 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon).  —  The  river  is  in  good 
condition  for  fishing,  and  there  have  been  several 
good  pike  caught  lately.  Some  good  takes  of  roach 
and  dace  have  been  secured.  Boats  and  bait  can 
be  obtained  from  I.  Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. 

IiQg^g  and  Arrow  (Zieouinster). — Both  streams 
were  in  order  up  to  the  end  of  last  week,  and  fair 
sport  was  had.  Rain  set  in  with  very  rough  winds, 
and  the  rivers  soon  changed  colour  ;  they  are  now 
beginning  to  rise,  and  are  out  of  order  for  any 
kind  of  fishing,  and  there  is  Httle  chance  of  sport 
for  some  days.  Before  the  change  in  the  weather, 
several  good  grayling  were  landed,  but  sport  has 
not  been  anj'thing  like  good  for  some  weeks.  The 
Pinsley  is  coloured  and  out  of  order.— Gwynne. 

Iingrg,  Arrow,  and  Piusle?  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  fair  order  for  the  time  of  year. 
Weather  is  anything  but  good  for  grayling  fishing — 
being  variable — and  throughout  last  night  and  to- 
day (Wednesday,  .Jan.  13)  a  strong  south-westerly 
and  westerly  gale  has  been  blowing — with  occasional 
\  squalls  of  rain  and  sleet — which  makes  it  difficult  to 
say  what  the  prospects  are  for  the  near  future. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborongh).— Follo^ving  the  favourable 
conditions  I  was  able  to  report  upon  last  week, 
[    when  some  very  decent  sport  was  had,  after  a  long 
I    spell  of  inactivity,  our  anglers,  it  is  generally  ex- 
pected, will  have  another  period  of  rest.  Since 
I    Jan.  11  heavy  rainfall  over  the  district  has  brought 
I    a  flood  of  water  down  the  river,  and  swollen  it  again 
to  outside  the  bed.    However,  on  Jan.  11,  several 
good  pike  were  captured  near  Peterborough  Bridge, 
the  best  being  taken  by  Mr.  Ellington,  who  secured 
three  very  nice  ones,  the  heaviest  scaling  between 
71b.  and  81b.— E.  A.  S. 
I      Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). — The  water  here  on 
I    Jan.  13  was  all  that  could  be  desired.    Some  very 
fine  roach  have  been  taken  up  to  lib.  9oz.  Pike 
have  been  feeding  pretty  freely  also.    The  wind  is 
rather  rough  to-day,  but  from  a  good  quarter,  S.W. 
This  week-end  will  no  doubt  show  some  good  takes 
here. — A.  Scap.d. 

 (St.  Neots,  Half  Moon  Hotel).  —  The 

rains  of  Friday  and  Monday  (Jan.  8  and  11)  made 
the  water  very  discoloured,  and  in  consequence  not 
many  were  out  and  little  sport,  but  it  is  now 
(Wednesday)  clearing  and  should  be  very  fit  for  the 
week-end,  especiiilly  for  pike  and  chub. — F.  Beeson. 

Severn  (Shropshire).-"  Hope  deferred  maketh 
the  heartsick"  is  a  staying  which  pike  fLshers  and 
coarse  fish  anglers  are  justified  in  quoting  of  late, 
as  the  New  Year  has  brought  no  better  weather  for 
fishing  than  that  which  characterised  the  clo.se  of 
the  old,  and  ere  long  the  advent  of  the  close 
time  will  prevent  all  true  sportsmen  from  seek- 
ing to  capture  ought  else  in  fresh  water  than 
salmon,  trout,  or  the  rarer  char.  In  the  Severn 
Fi.shery  district  salmon  fishing  commences  on 
Feb.  2,  and  the  netsmen,  particularly  on  the  lower 
waters,  will  lose  no  time  in  getting  to  work,  as 
Severn  salmon  is  a  high-priced  luxury  worth  the 
'  toU  and  trouble  necessary  to  obtain  it  for  the 
Biarket.    One  or  two  fiah  may  possibly  fall  to  the 


rods  of  anglers  high  up  the  river,  but  very  few  are 
thus  captured.  Trout  fishers  must  possess  their 
souls  in  patience  until  March  2,  when  spinning  will 
be  legal,  and  if  favourable  conditions  prevail,  a  few 
good  fish  are  usually  caught  at  the  commencement 
of  the  season. — Haitben. 

Severn.  Vyruwy,  Tanat.  and  Cain  (I>lanymy- 
nech.). — During  the  past  week  we  have  had  hero 
a  repetition  of  the  wet  and  stormy  weather  now  so 
uncommonly  common.  The  result  is  that  all  these 
rivers  are  now  in  a  flooded  state,  and  with  a  gale 
from  the  south-west  which  has  been  raging  all  this 
day  (Wednesday),  a  flood  seems  imminent.  Under 
such  conditions  angling  is,  of  coutse,  nearly  an 
impossibility,  and  for  a  precedent  in  the  kind  of 
weather  we  are  now  experiencing  even  the  oldest 
angler,  or  even  the  oldest  inhabitant,  of  this  locality 
tries  in  vain  to  quote  one  in  any  way  approaching 
it. — ^Vybkwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  CMcliester  Canal.— The 
week  has  been  unpropitious  for  angling  operations. 
Rivers  are  clouded,  and  the  banks  a  quagmire. 
Fine  weather  is  sadly  needed  ere  we  can  hope  for 
sport.  There  is  nothing  worth  recording  from  the 
Ouse.  A  few  small  bream  and  perch  have  been 
taken  at  Chichester  Canal. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). —  The  Teme  in  this  part  was 
running  clear  and  a  nice  level  up  to  Saturday,  when 
a  change  took  place  and  heavy  rains  fell  on  Jan.  10 
and  every  night  since,  and  has  caused  the  river  to 
colour,  and  to-day  (Wednesday)  it  is  rising  quickly 
after  a  regular  bad  day  of  heavy  rain.  The  weather 
has  been  so  unsettled  that  no  angling  has  been  done 
since  Saturday,  and  there  is  very  little  prospect  of 
any  sport  being  had  for  some  time,  as  on  the 
hills  snow  has  been  had  which  will  be  sure  to 
get  down  to  the  river.  Before  the  rain  a  good  few 
anglers  were  out  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  the 
fish  were  moving  at  fly.  maggot,  and  grasshopper, 
and  a  few  nice  sized  fish  landed.  Pike  have  been 
on  the  feed.  On  Saturday,  J  an.  9,  an  angler  on  the 
Burway  water  with  live  bait  took  two,  scahng  61b. 
each,  in  a  very  short  time.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun, 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  stained,  and  will  be  high 
before  the  end  of  the  week,  and  fishing  in  them  at  a 
standstill  for  some  days.— S.  Ltjdlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  once 

again  running  out  of  order  for  fishing,  being  coloured 
and  high,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  it  being  in  flood 
before  the  end  of  the  week  after  the  very  bad 
weather  we  have  had  this  week.  Up  to  J  an.  9  the 
weather  was  favourable  for  fishing,  then  rain  set  in 
at  night,  and  has  been  had  every  night,  and  there  is 
very  little  prospect  of  there  being  anj'  sport  had  in 
this  part  for  some  days  ;  the  grayling  season  so 
far  has  been  a  bad  one,  owing  to  the  wretched 
weather. — Worcester, 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  ITidd.Derweut.  Ouse,  etc. 
(Torks), — Since  Christmas  we  have  had  some 
typical  grayling  fishingidays.  On  the  higher  reaches 
of  the  Yore  some  nice  sport  was  met  with  in  the 
waters  of  the  Hawes  Angling  Association,  and  good 
fishing  has  been  experienced  at  Aysgarth,  Redmire, 
and  Wensley.  I  have  met  with  fair  sport  daily  since 
the  new  year  came  in.  On  New  Year's  Day,  in 
about  a  couple  of  hours,  I  caught  ten  nice  grayling. 
Mr.  Lewin  had  also  a  good  basket  of  thirteen 
nice  grayling.  On  Jan.  4,  in  the  jrmction  of 
the  Yore  and  Cover.  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  jun.,  had 
nice  sport  for  about  two  hours  in  the  afternoon  ; 
his  basket  contained  twelve  nice  grayling.  On  Jan. 
12  and  13  he  had  also  an  enjoyable  time  in  the 
afternoon,  securing  from  three  to  five  brace  of  fish. 
Very  little  has  been  done  at  Masham  and  Clifton 
lately.  Since  J  an.  9  the  weather  during  the  week 
has  not  been  favourable.  Few  anglers  have 
been  out  on  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Yore. 
In  the  district  of  Middleham  a  few  rods  have  been 
out,  but  sport  has  been  quiet,  owing  no  doubt  to 
the  snow  water  running  from  the  hills  into  the 
main  river.  In  the  district  of  Tanfield  a  few  mem- 
bers and  friends  have  been  out  on  the  association 
waters,  but  owing  to  high  waters  and  winds  sport 
has  been  only  moderate.  The  Wharfe  is  running 
high  at  present.  Very  few  rods  have  been 
seen  in  the  upper  reaches,  and  those  that  have  been 
out  have  met  with  poor  sport.  On  Tuesday  (Jan.  12) 
Mr.  W.  Grassham  caught  a  brace  of  pike  at  Tad- 
caster,  the  heaviest  weighing  201b.  7oz.  Both  were 
got  with  live  bait  on  a  paternoster.  The  Nidd  is 
now  running  high  and  coloured.  On  Saturday 
(.Jan.  9)  Mr.  W.  Oliver  showed  a  fine  pike  weighing 


Gkaylinq  Flies  on  sut,  hair,  or  eyed  hooks,  2s.  per  dozen. 
Selections  made  for  any  water  in  the  kingdom,  i'lies  to  pattern 
ac^ciirately  copied.  Fly  dressing  material— wings,  hackles,  silks, 
etc.  Parcels  made  np  any  size  to  suit  customers'  requirements. 
Merlin  Hawks',  Dotterels',  and  other  scarce  skins.  Large  stock 
of  Jilne  Hackles,  all  shades.  Teal,  Mallard,  and  Widgeon 
feathers,  selected  colours.  Loose  hooks,  hest  quality,  2d.  per 
dozen ;  eyed,  4d.  per  dozen.  Best  tapered  horsehair  casts,  Is. 
each,  tested.  Best  tapered  gut  casts,  Is.  each.  Fly  makers' 
tweezers,  scissors,  vices,  varnish,  etc.— J.  E.  Millkr  (Telephone 
2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 
Telegrams  :  "Pisoator,  Leeds." 


close  upon  91b.  at  the  Robin  Hood  Club,  Leeds, 
which  he  caught  at  Castall.  The  Derwent  is  fishing 
poor,  the  water  has  been  in  bad  condition  for  some 
time  now.  Prospects  are  only  poor  at  present,  and 
until  we  have  settled  weather  sport  will  not 
improve.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
North  of  Scotland. — Just  as  the  opening  day 
approaches  so  does  the  annual  rush  to  secure  early 
spring  quarters  intensify,  especially  so  on  the  Dee 
and  other  favoured  quarters.  As  a  nile,  however, 
all  the  surer  sections  are  well  arranged  for  some- 
times years  in  advance.  The  fine  open  winter, 
heavy  drawing  floods,  and  the  general  appearance 
of  fish  on  the  coast  will  undoubtedly  ensure  good 
sport  from  the  start.  Not  for  many  years  have  the 
auspices  been  so  favourable.  Of  course,  the  Dee 
claims  most  favour  in  the  eyes  of  sportsmen,  but  the 
Don,  Deveron,  and  other  good  salmon  streams  are 
being  keenly  looked  after,  and  will  no  doubt  afford 
good  sport.  The  Don  is  yearly  growing  in  favour. 
Don. — A  miller  and  his  wife  pleaded  guilty  to  being 
found  in  possession  of  a  salmon  got  in  their  mill 
lade  last  week  on  Donside,  They  spied  the  fish 
working  up  or  down,  and  getting  the  needful  cleek 
and  light  made  to  "  burn  the  waters."  The  woman 
held  the  light  while  the  man  did  the  snatching. 
They  pleaded  that  it  was  the  sudden  yielding  to  the 
sporting  instinct  of  their  youth  that  induced  the 
noctm-nal  visit  to  the  burn.  The  judge,  however, 
fined  the  husband  £2,  with  23s.  6d.  of  expenses. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — There  was 
very  good  pike  fishing  on  Lough  Corrib  (con- 
venient to  Oughterard)  during  last  we3k.  The 
water  is  in  splendid  condition  for  good  takes  of 
pike  at  present.  Mr.  Robinson,  of  Tettenhall, 
Staffs,  has  been  shooting  over  the  groimds  of  the 
above  hotel  for  cock  and  snipe  during  the  whole  of 
last  week,  and  I  am  glad  to  state  that  each  day  he 
procured  a  good  bag  of  birds.  This  cock  and  snipe 
shooting,  both  very  good,  are  given  in  free  of  charge 
to  visitors  stopping  at  the  Anglers'  Hotel. — Thomas 
Naughton. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — I  have 
good  news  for  salmon  fishers  to-day.  Above  the 
bridge  the  big  springers  are  leaping,  so  that  any 
day  after  Feb.  1,  when  the  season  opens,  I  can  take 
sportsmen  out  among  our  silvery  visitors  from 
the  estuary.  I  regard  the  prospects  as  decidedly 
encouraging. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Penzance.— Fair  sport  when  weather  permits 
boats  going  to  sea.  Several  boats  out  on  Jan.  12. 
One  catch,  140  good-sized  whiting  and  two  large 
pollack.— J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Pljrmouth  — The  weather  has  not  been  what  we 
may  call  salubrious  during  the  last  week,  but 
fishermen  have  nevertheless  been  obliged  to  go  out. 
The  herrings  are  still  about,  and  hay  must  be  made 
while  the  sun  shines.  Fish  must  be  pretty  plentiful 
when  they  are  thrown  on  board  your  boat  as  they 
were  one  day  this  week.  The  Mary  Jane  fishing 
boat  had  a  lot  of  herrings  "  all  alive,  oh  !  "  thrown 
on  board  by  the  heavy  seas  that  broke  over  the 
craft.  A  large  number  of  small  school  bass,  about 
fib.  weight,  are  being  taken  in  the  Great  Western 
Docks ;  here  they  are  taking  the  rag  worm  very 
freely.  A  friend  of  mine  told  me  that  they  took 
the  hook  as  soon  as  it  was  in  the  water;  he  took 
some  dozens  in  a  very  short  time.  I  had  a  few  and 
they  were  very  nice.  Whiting  are  in  their  prime 
now  if  you  get  the  weather  suitable  to  get  out  to 
the  ground  ;  but  as  it  lies  some  eight  or  nine  miles 
off  the  shore  the  weather  must  be  fairly  fine  to  give 
any  comfort.  I  was  told  also  that  the  steamship 
Philadelphia,  that  brought  the  mails  to  Plymouth 
on  Jan.  10,  had  a  perfect  shower  of  small  fish 
on  its  deck  in  mid-Atlantic  one  day. — William 
Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Walmer. — Although  sprats  are  coming  to  hand 
fairly  the  sea  angling  season  proper  may  now  be 
considered  at  an  end.  On  the  whole  it  has  been 
more  than  up  to  the  average,  and  had  the  weather 
only  been  propitious,  it  would,  without  doubt,  have 
been  one  of  the  very  best  of  recent  years. 
The  supply  of  fish,  both  as  regards  quantity 
and  size,  was  most  excellent,  and  many  of 
the  catches  will  rank  with  the  very  best  ever 
made  in  this  neighbourhood,  the  Hst  being 
headed  by  Mr.  Stratton's  record  take  of  811b.  ooz., 
which  won  for  him  the  medal  at  the  B.S.A.S.  com- 
petition. The  long  liners  have  done  well,  especially 
with  the  codling,  but  they,  as  well  as  rod  anglers, 
have  been  greatly  interfered  with  by  bad  weather, 
and  their  takes,  excellent  as  they  were,  would 
have    been  far    better-    under    more  favourable 


this  paperi 

Occasional  Notes   

Fish  Culture — The  Live-Food  Problem   

Beneath  the  Stars  

Old  Harry   

Odds  and  Ends     

Good  Sport  with  Pike  and  Roach  in  Yorkshire 
A  Late  Migration  of  Salmon  in  the  Annan  ... 
Angling  for  Carp,  and  Some  Hints  as  to  Best 

Mode  of  Cooking   

Crows  Catch  Fish   

Jujitsu   

Loch  Achanalt   

Fresh- Water  Aquaria   

Notes  from  the  North   


1 


46 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


January  16,  1904 


circumstances.  The  largest  fish  of  the  year  was 
the  cod  of  311b.  already  reported  in  these  pages. 
The  largest  individual  catches  of  cod  were  made  by 
Messrs.  Mercer  and  Sinclair,  who  took  401b.  and 
.'iSlb.  respectively.  No  very  large  congers  have 
been  taken  this  year,  as  last,  but  fish  of  good 
size  have  not  been  infrequent.  Walmer  Hole 
and  its  neighbourhood  still  remains  a  very 
favourite  spot  for  anglers,  not  only  from  here,  but 
from  Deal  and  Kingsdown,  and  it  has  well  main- 
tained, if,  indeed,  it  has  not  enhanced,  its  reputa- 
tion as  a  good  fishing  ground.  At  the  present  there 
is  nothing  to  be  caught  but  a  few  "  dogs,"  with  an 
occasional  whiting  and  flatfish.  There  should  be  a 
little  sport  to  be  had  directly  amongst  the  codling 
under  the  high  land,  but  this  only  lasts  a  very  short 
time.  Will  angling  correspondents  please  note  that 
I  have  returned  to  St.  Winifred's,  Walmer. — 
Chables  Hussey  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


'  Anglebs'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next  (Jan,  18)  at  8  p.m.  In  consequence 
of  the  Wey  Navigation  Canal  between  Walsham 
and  Weybridge  Locks  being  drawn  down  from 
Wednesday  last  until  Monday  next,  it  will  be  useless 
for  our  members  to  go  down  this  week-end. — R.  G. 
WooDKurr. 

t?  Anglkbs'  Benevolent  SociETy, 
At  the  last  two  meetings  the  committee  have 
relieved  eleven  cases  to  the  extent  of  £62.  1  beg  to 
acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£2  2s.,  Wenlock  A.S. ;  £2  12s.  6d.,  White  Hart; 
£1  5s.,  Spread  Eagle ;  £2  Os.  6d.,  Dalston  ;  £1  12s.  Id., 
Harlesden.  The  applications  for  membership 
tickets  are  exceedingly  few.  Will  club  secretaries 
kindly  point  out  to  their  members  that  our  new 
year  does  not  commence  until  May,  and  there  is  no 
need  to  wait  till  then  to  be  identified  with  a  good 
work. — W.  H.  Babbek,  9,  Hetlej'-road,  Shepherd's 
Bush. 

Beitish  Sea  Anglees'  Society. 
'  Mr.  Kemp,  in  the  paper  recently  read  to  the 
members  upon  sport  and ,  sportsmen,  said  that 
cheerfulness  of  disposition,  equanimity,  good  natm'e 
and  forbearance  were  qualities  possessed  by  all  true 
sportsmen.  The  members  justified  their  claim  to 
the  title  by  devoting  the  evening  of  Wednesday 
to  amusement  pure  and  simple.  The  hours 
so  spent  in  social  intercourse,  and  in  listen- 
ing to  music  of  a  very  high  order,  will  be 
remembered  with  pleasure  by  those  privileged 
to^,l)e  present.  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  displayed 
great  skill  and  humour  in  conducting  the  meeting 
from  the  chair,  and  the  zealous  working  of  the 
members  of  the  Entertainments  Sub  -  Committee 
secured,  in  spite  of  the  absence  of  any  programme, 
a  quick  succession  of  both  vocal  and  instrumental 
music — all  good — encores  being  frequently  called  for 
and  applause  frequent.  Mr.  Parker's  violin  playing 
was  unmistakably  good,  and  showed  a  rather 
remarkable  development  of  increased  skiU  with  the 
instrument,  and  a  much  finer  grasp  of  subject  than 
noticeable  on  previous  occasions  of  the  same  sort. 
"Come  into  the  Garden,  Maud,"  did  not  lend 
itself  nicely  to  the  tinkle,  tinkle  of  the  mandoUn,  so 
skilfully  played  by  another  instrumentalist.  Of  the 
vocal  music,  the  gem  of  the  evening  was  unmis- 
takably the  duet,  "  Hearts  Delight,"  for  tenor  and 
bass,  perfectly  sung  by  Mr.  John  Probert  and  Mr. 
J ames  Budd,  and  uproariously  encored.  The  toasts 
of  "H.M.  the  King"  and  of  "The  Chairman"  and 
"The  Society"  met  with  spirited  response,  and 
the  chair  distinctly  deserved  the  musical  honours 
awarded.  Next  Wednesday  the  subject  for  discus- 
sion wiU  be  "The  Destruction  of  Immature  Fish," 
opened  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell. — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatoeial  Society. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  society  at  the  new  head- 
quarters, Broad-street  Restaurant,  E.C.,  was  a  most 
enjoyable  one,  Mr.  E.  P,  Beamont  presiding. 
Fi-jhing  reports  were  made  as  follows : — Mr.  J. 
Warner,  from  St.  Ives,  several  roach  up  to  lib.  ; 
Messrs.  Gilbert  and  Beamont,  at  Pangbourne,  had 
also  taken  k  few  roach  up  to  fib.,  but  sport  was 
not  brisk.  Mr,  Alfred  Taylor  made  two  very  accept- 
able presentations  to  the  society,  receiving  for  the 
same  a  special  vote  of  thanks.  Thanks  were  also 
accorded  to  the  hon.  librarian  (Mr.  Dryden)  and 
hon.  curator  (Mr.  Hurren)  for  the  efficient  way  they 
had  arranged  the  removal  of  the  society's  library 
and  effects.  Two  gentlemen  were  proposed  for 
membership.  The  chairman  called  attention  to  the 
pike  and  perch  competition  on  Tuesday  next 
(Jan.  19),  when  the  society's  smaller  medal  for  best 
single  fish  in  either  class  will  be  awarded,  usual 
C.L.P.S.  conditions.  At  the  invitation  of  the 
chairman,  Dr   LadeU  then  proceeded  to  read  a 


most  entertaining  and  instructive  paper,  entitled, 
"  Our  Mutual  Friend  "  (the  earth  worm),  so  useful 
to  most  anglers.  The  paper,  although  scientific, 
was  very  amusing,  and  was  well  and  abun- 
dantly, where  necessary,  illustrated  by  dis- 
sections— worms  in  situ  in  their  burrows,  "worm 
casts,"  and  many  elucidatory  diagrams  beautifully 
prepared.  The  paper  was  greatly  appreciated  by  a 
very  attentive  audience,  and  at  the  close,  after  an 
interesting  discussion,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to 
Dr.  Ladell  testified  to  the  great  esteem  in  which 
the  efforts  of  the  author  were  held.  Attention  was 
called  to  items  in  the  programme  for  Jan.  26  (paper 
by  Mr.  Hurren)  and  Feb.  2  (annual  meeting). — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Geesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  T.  W.  Beaumont  presided  over  a  well 
attended  meeting  at  the  society's  headquarters! 
on  Tuesday,  Jan.  12.  Several  members  visited 
Kelvedon  last  week-end,  but  owing  to  the  atrocious 
weather  had  very  little  sport.  Messrs.  Gill  and 
F.  A.  Gray  managed,  however,  to  secure  a  few  nice 
roach.  A  new  member  was  elected,  another  proposed, 
and  several  enquiries  received.  The  business  paper 
having  been  disposed  of,  the  chairman  called  upon 
Mr.  Martin  Dickens  to  read  his  paper,  which  formed 
the  event  of  the  evening.  Mr.  Dickens,  in  a  very 
humorous  and  racy  manner,  described  his  introduc- 
tion to  "  the  gentle  art"  at  the  hands  of  his  father 
armed  with  the  rod  that  does  not  spoil  the  child, 
and  from  this  point  onwards  he  tooK  his  listeners 
through  the  cliief  incidents  of  his  angling  career. 
His  chief  captures  were  described  in  the  inimitable 
manner  so  well  known  and  appreciated  by  those 
who  have  had  the  privilege  of  listening  to  Mr. 
Dickens'  earlier  efforts,  frequent  recourse  being  had 
to  verse  to  express  liimself  in  an  easy  and  graceful 
manner.  In  elegant  stanzas,  Mr.  Dickens  told  his 
audience  of  his  first  attempts  at  journalism.  The  way 
in  which  he  described  his  methods  of  acquiring 
"  copy  "  for  an  article  on  fly  fishing  was  excrucia- 
tingly funny,  and  kept  his  audience  in  roars  of 
laughter.  Indeed,  from  his  introduction  of  his 
subject  to  his  resuming  his  seat  there  was  little  else 
to  do  but  laugh,  so  humorously  were  his  situations 
worked  out  and  described.  It  should  be  mentioned 
that  Mr.  Dickens  was  not  in  his  best  form  owing  to 
an  attack  of  "flue,"  and  the  toast  of  his  health, 
coupled  with  a  vote  of  thanks,  was  received  with 
the  utmost  cordiahty.  Next  Tuesday,  Jan.  19,  the 
annual  general  meeting  will  be  held. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatoeial  Society. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  presided  over  Monday's  meeting 
when  an  able  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman 
on  "Freshwater  Snails."  Mr.  Bridgman  has  made 
a  ^tudy  of  this  subject  and  his  interesting  remarks 
on  the  various  kinds  of  snails  to  be  found  in  fresh 
water,  both  running  and  stagnant,  were  extremely 
valuable.  The  pecuharities  of  the  molluscs  men- 
tioned, and  their  composition,  were  fully  explained 
by  the  aid  of  a  splendid  collection  of  specimens 
which  the  lecturer  brought  with  him.  It  was  men- 
tioned that  Bsitish  freshwater  snails  numbered 
about  fifty  species.  Some  were  animal  and  others 
vegetable  feeders,  whilst  those  found  in  ponds  were 
larger  than  the  same  kinds  in  rivers.  They  had 
their  uses,  acting  as  scavengers  and  assisting  in 
purifying  the  water.  Some  at  certain  periods  of  their 
lives  were  males  and  afterwards  females  and  vice 
versd.  They  were  food  for  fish  and  bird,  and  many 
indeed  preyed  one  upon  the  other.  Shells  foimd  at 
Chesham  and  Uxbridge  were  exhibited.  Freshwater 
cockles  and  pea  shells  were  stated  ^to  be  in  the 
Kennet.  A  rare  example  of  the  freshwater  mussel, 
resembling  an  ordinary  sea  mussel  very  closely,  was 
among  Mr.  Bridgman's  special  curiosities.  The 
paper  was  much  enjoyed,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  the  lecturer  at  the  close. — Hon.  Sec. 


Pfovineial  flfl^Iing  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

From  official  sources  I  hear  that  the  canal  which 
reaches  from  Fradley  Junction  down  to  the  Spring 
Planks  at  Alrewas,  which  has  lately  been  acquired 
by  the  Birmingham  Angling  Association,  will,  after 
all,  turn  out  a  big  success.  The  season  tickets  are 
being  taken  tip  by  the  clubs  in  such  a  manner  that 
the  first  year's  rent  has  been  nearly  subscribed  to 
already,  and  when  the  summer  season  opens  the 
association  will  receive  a  good  sum  from  the  clubs 
holding  contests.  The  VVater  Committee  have 
engaged  three  people  who  hold  offices  under  the 
Canal  Company  to  see  that  the  water  is  not 
poached  or  netted,  and  that  those  who  hold  season 
tickets  or  permits  will  only  be  allowed  to  fish  the 
water.  Tickets  can  be  obtained  at  the  Swan  Inn 
at  Fradley,  and  at  the  inns  in  Alrewas  village.  The 


rules  regulating  the  'fishery  are  now  printed,  and 
are  in  the  hands  of  subscribers.  It  is  not  many 
club-houses  that  have  a  river  at  the  ba«k  door 
where  the  members  of  the  club  can  go  and  have  a 
few  hours'  fishing,  but  this  is  the  case  with  the  Hay 
Mills  Club,  which  is  situated  within  three  miles  of 
the  centre  of  our  city.  The  river  Cole  runs  at  the 
bottom  of  the  garden  of  the  club-house,  and  the 
members  have  diu-ing  the  past  eighteen  montlis  been 
taking  a  few  fish  from  the  water,  but  lately  sport  has 
been)  looking  up,  and  some  good  baskets  of  roach 
have  been  taken,  the  fish  averaging  from  4oz.  to  6oz. 
each.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the 
Birmingham  Association,  the  Old  Crown,  Justice  and 
Cromwell's  Head  Societies  were  allowed  to  remove 
to  fresh  meeting  places.  The  new  committee  for  the 
ensuing  year  will  be  elected  on  Jan.  26,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  clubs  will  be  taken  as  to  the  advis- 
ability of  the  association  joining  the  National 
Federation  of  Anglers.  Sport  has  been  rather  quiet 
of  late,  as  we  have  had  some  very  unsettled 
weather  with  high  winds.  We  had  some  rain 
and  snow  on  Jan.  10  ;  this  did  much  to 
deter  our  people  from  going  out,  but]  those  who 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  choosing  their  own 
time  of  going  out  have  succeeded  in  capturing  a  few 
small  pike.  A  pike  of  lO^lb.  was  taken  last  week 
from  the  Gravelly  Hill  Reservoir.  This  water 
should  bo  fished  more,  as  there  is  plenty  of  good 
fish,  and  the  charge  of  one  shilling  per  day  is  very 
roaaonablo. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE.) 

Reports  from  most  of  the  Fen  waters  show  that 
pike  anglers  are  having  a  good  time  of  it  just  now. 
The  Forty-foot  has  come  in  for  a  good  share  of 
patronage,  and  all  along  the  river  successful  results 
have  been  obtained.  Pike  fishing  on  the  Witham 
has  been  most  successfully  carried  on  in  the  Kirk- 
stead,  Tatterahall,  and  Dogdyke  districts. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  HuU  is  in  first-class  condition  either  for 
pike  or  roach  fishing,  and  in  the  latter  species  some 
fair  sized  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week 
or  so.  Some  good  dace  have  also  been  taken  in  the 
Hempholme  district,  and  between  this  place  and 
Arram  pike  fishing  has  been  very  fair  of  late,  and 
fish  up  to  71b.  secured,  and  last  week  one  angler 
took  one  with  live  bait  that  scaled  91b.  Sport  on  the 
Driffield  Canal  has  also  been  fairly  good,  especially 
in  roach  fishing,  and  from  Snakeholme  and 
Fordingham  Bridge  some  nice  fish  taken  both  with 
paste  and  worms.  Some  fairly  good  pike  have 
recently  been  secured  in  the  Lincolnshire  waters,  and 
from  the  river  Ludd  both  pike,  perch,  and  roach 
have  been  taken.  The  George  and  Dragon  A.S. 
hold  their  annual  dinner  on  Jan.  18  and  on  the  22nd 
the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  hold  their  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
for  specimen  fish,  caught  during  the  past  season,  at 
the  Queen's  Hotel. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  on  Jan.  7  was  well  attended.  It  may 
b»  gathered  from  the  annual  reports,  etc.,  that  the 
association  is  in  a  prosperous  and  healthy  con- 
dition. An  increase  of  148  members  is  a  pleasing 
item,  and,  despite  the  fact  that  a  lot  of  subscriptions 
were  partly  or  entirely  owing,  there  was  a  balance 
in  hand  on  the  right  side.  The  association  is 
now  in  the  position  it  ought  to  be,  and 
would  have  been  long  since  but  for  outside 
interference.  The  secretary  of  the  West  Salford 
Angling  Association  is  particularly  anxious  to  get  a 
reply  from  the  various  clubs  federated  to  the  ques- 
tions submitted  to  them.  Just  at  present  the 
Farnworth  Association  are  busy  with  important 
business,  including  the  annual  delegate  meeting. 
The  BoUin  is  again  so  full  of  water  as  to  be  unfish- 
able  at  the  time  of  writing  (Jan.  IS).]  The  Tyldesley 
Association  are  in  the  mood  for  supporting  every 
eSort  to  promote  sport.  It  is  no  wonder  they 
prosper. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Once  more  the  Moss  Side  Socials  have  had  an 
annual  meeting,  and  may  they  have  many  more, 
for  they  deserve  it,  but  then  everbody  knows  that. 
The  number  of  re-elections  is  a  striking  testimony 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  executive  generally. 
At  the  next  meeting  the  veteran  treasurer  ia 
to  be  specially  thanked,  and  a  concert  on  the 
usual  good  lines  is  being  arranged.  The  Royal 
Walton  A.S.,  on  Jan.  12,  had  a  very  interest- 
ing lecture  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Reid,  who  has 
been  across  "the  herring  pond."  Space,  however, 
forbids  any  detailed  notice  of  the  lecture,  which 
was  highly  interesting.  One  or  two  of  our  city 
rods  are  contemplating  a  visit  to  the  Emerald  Isle 
in  the  coming  summer.  If  any  reader  of  these 
notes  can  suggest  a  better  centre  than  Toome 
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P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tactile  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  verj  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane, 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad, 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  looba  In  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle, 


Malloch's  New  King^fisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level, 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  uasoHclted  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Ita  casting  properties  are  simply  marvelloas.   I  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  In  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  Job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


TROUT  FLY  DRESSER 
WANTED. 

First-class  hand.  Send  specimens  and 
wage  required  to  W.  J.  Cummins,  Fishing 
Tackle  Maker,  Bishop  Auckland. 


FIRST-CLASS  ROD  MAKER 
WANTED. 

Apply,  giving  particulars  and  wage 
required,  to  W.  J.  CuMMras,  Fishing 
Tackle  Maker,  Bishop  Auckland. 


33  zir    X.  z:  s . 

Ve:-y  large.  Send  P.O.,  1/3,  for  Sample  Tin. 
The  lia;'e  supplied.— Apply  for  terms  to  .T.  T. 
PICKEE3GILL,  44,  Market  Place,  Keighley, 
Yorks. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommeiided  to 
ANGLERS 


BT  TEE 


!  FISHING  GAZETTE 


CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbing  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots ;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 


Anglers,   skilled  or  unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book : 

"  A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fisli  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "  Aerial"  Reels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Heney  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 


BURBERRYS 

TO  SPORTSMEN. 

Annual  Dispersal  Sale. 


During  the  month  of  January,  Burberrys,  of 
30,  Haymarket,  London,  S.W. ,  and  Basingstoke, 
will  sell  their  stock  of  1903  model,  shop  soiled, 
misfit,  and  left  on  hand  sporting  garments,  at 
half  price.  The  stock  consists  of  63/-  Shooting 
Coats,  in  Gabardine  and  Eainproofed  Game- 
feather  Tweeds,  sale  price  31/6.  84/-  Urber 
Combination  Shooting  and  Golfing  Jackets,  with 
Pivot  Sleeves,  sale  price  42/-.  42/-  Knicker 
Kreeches,  in  Gabardine  and  Gamefeather  Tweeds, 
sale  price  21/-.  63/-  B.V.P.  combine  slip-ons, 
sale  price,  42/- ;  special  value.  All  our  agents 
have  these.  See  Field  advertisement  for  names 
and  addresses.  63/-  and  84/-  Weatheralls  and 
Ilayniarkets,  in  Rainproofed  Covert  Coatings, 
sale  price  31/6  and  42/-.  Tempting  bargains  in 
all  colours,  for  town  or  country  wear.  8  guinea 
Viators,  sale  price,  84/-.  5  guinea  Lounge  Suits, 
sale  price  52/6.  12/6  Leggings,  sale  price  6/3. 
7/6  Sportsmen's  Tweed  Hats,  3/9,  &c.  Detailed 
list  of  stock  available  to-day  will  be  sent  on 
lequest,  and  goods  are  forwarded  on  approval 
on  receipt  of  cheque  covering,  part  or  all  of 
which  will  be  returned  if  necessary,  when  the 
traaaaction  is  complete. 


NORTON  FISHERY, 

BAILiDOCK,  HERTS, 

HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  FISH  FOR  DISPOSAL: 


YEARLINGS. 


BROWN  TROUT,  10,000 
BROWN  TROUT,  5,000 
LOCH  LEVENS,  10,000 
RAINBOWS,  25,000  . 
RAINBOWS,  10,000  . 


from  3  inches  to  5  inches 
from  5  inches  to  8  inches 
from  4  inches  to  6  inches 
from  4  inches  to  6  inches 
from  6  inches  to  9  inches 


TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  11  inches 

BROWN  TROUT,    5,000    from  9  inches  to  14  inches 

RAINBOWS,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  12  inches 

RAINBOWS,    5,000    from  9  inches  to  14  inches 

Quotations  for  larger  fish  on  application.  All  fish  free  on  rail  at  Baldock  Station, 
and  guaranteed  a  safe  delivery.  Fresh  Water  Snails  and  Shrimps,  especially 
recommended  for  waters  about  to  be  stocked,  are  supplied  at  £1  per  1,000. 

Apply,  MANAGER. 


MALCOM  &  CO., 

The  Sportsman's  Waierproofersm 

"  "     THE  "ANYWEATHER"  HAT 

6/8 


Tlie  FIELD,  October  25,  1902,  says: 

"  It  folds  up  into  a  very  narrow  compass,  yet  Is 
made  for  hard  weather.  The  tvirn-down  rim,  acting 
like  the  roof  of  a  house  to  shoot  water  off  wherever  it 
may  fall,  is  undoubtedly  the  proper  thing  for  a 
sportsman's  wet  weather  headgear." 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.G. 
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Bridge,  his  information  will  be  acceptable. 
Generally  speaking,  we  have  not  yet  got  over  the 
Christmas  and  New  Year  holidays,  and  sport  is 
very  quiet. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  here  has  been  very  unsettled  and 
not  many  of  our  winter  anglers  have  visited  their 
favourite  waters  during  the  past  ten  days.  On 
Thvursday,  Jan.  7,  heavy  rain  fell  and  brought  on  a 
substantial  rise  of  the  river,  the  colour  being  most 
pronounced.  It  was,  however, welcomed,  as  the  back- 
waters had  certainly  been  overfished  for  pike,  and 
it  was  felt  that  a  change  would  have  a  tendency 
to  replenish  them.  It  is  surprising  nowadays  what 
a  large  army  of  pike  anglers  we  have  in  the  district. 
On  the  day  named  IMr.  T.  Skidmore  and  friend,  of 
the  Nottingham  Angling  Association,  scoured,  in 
pelting  rain,  some  very  nice  fish,  the  hea\  iest,  in 
fact,  scaling  121b.  Since  Jan.  9  the  Trent  has  run 
down  and  cleared  in  proportion.  Roach  were 
sought  after  and  caught  on  Jan.  11  and  12 
at  Clifton,  Wilford  (Pyatt's  Meadow),  Sawley, 
and  Radcliffe.  The  whole  were  got  with  the 
small  red  worms,  used  in  tight-floating  style. 
There  has  been  little  doing  amongst  any  other  kind 
of  fish.  Wednesday  opened  with  showers,  but  pike 
enthusiasts  were  out  at  Weston,  Cliff,  and  Shardlow. 
With  regard  to  the  small  fish,  Cottus  scorpius, 
mentioned  in  these  notes  two  or  three  weeks  ago, 
I  have  approached  the  captor,  Mr.  Boyce,  and 
he  has  promised  to  forward  the  same  to  the  Editor 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  his  opinion  upon  the  same. 
Mr.  Boyce  has  been  offered  and  has  refused  a  five- 
pound  note  for  the  "stranger." 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  scarcely  had  a  dry  day  in  this  district  for 
the  last  fortnight,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
Severn  and  Teme  are  rising  and  getting  quite  out  of 
order  for  angling.  Last  week  the  rivers  were  in  very 
fair  condition,  and  some  few  anglers  were  induced 
to  try  their  luck,  and  very  fair  sport  was  had  among 
the  chub,  dace,  and  roach.  Mr.  T.  Prosser  and  two 
other  members  of  the  Worcester  City  Club  had  very 
good  sport  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  Teme,  Mr. 
Prosser's  catch  being  upwards  of  251b.,  and  the 
others  had  heavy  creels  of  fish,  which  included  some 
very  nice  graylin?.  The  take  of  pike  has  been  very 
limited,  and  of  those  caught  only  three  were  over 
61b. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Ouse  and  Foss  have  not  for  more  than  a  week 
been  in  fishing  condition,  nor  have  the  changes  of 
weather  been  favourable  to  sport.  Things  were  better 
up  to  the  week-end,  and  both  pike  and  grayling 
fishers  had  enjoyable  times  on  the  Derwent  and 
Rye,  though  the  catches  were  ordinary.  The  largest 
takes  of  grayling  and  roach  fell  to  bottom  fishers 
with  the  worm.  Some  good  sized  chub  were  also 
caught.  In  the  Derwent  and  the  Pocklington  Canal 
live  bait  tackle  answered  best  amongst  pike.  A 
number  of  local  anglers  visited  the  Swale,  Ure,  and 
Nidd  in  quest  of  grayling.  On  Tuesday  night, 
Jan.  12,  the  York  Amalgamation  held  a  meeting 
at  which  the  chief  business  was  to  consider  the 
desirability  of  Joining  the  Northern  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, in  the  hope  of  promoting  the  coarse  fishers' 
interests,  which  it  is  recognised  can  be  done  in  a 
variety  of  ways.  The  resolution  to  combine  was 
agreed  to,  and  it  was  further  decided  to  send  a  dele- 
gate to  the  N.A.A.  conference  in  Sheffield  next 
May.  The  subjects  to  be  then  discussed  will  in- 
clude the  proposed  rod  tax,  which  has  exercised  the 
minds  of  coarse  fish  anglers  in  this  district  for  some 
time  past.  When  the  subject  was  debated  recently 
in  conference  with  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  in 
York,  it  was  pointed  out  that  a  pretty  general 
objection  existed  to  a  tax  being  imposed  upon  the 
working  men  without  any  corresponding  benefit 
in  regard  to  protection  of  coarse|fish,  and  that  there 
was  no  clear  authority  to  impose  a  duty  on  coarse 
fish  anglers,  at  any  rate  in  waters  in  which  trout 
did  not  exist. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  since  last  notes  has  been  very  wild 
and  wet  generally  throughout  the  country,  and  all 
waters  are  in  a  high  state  of  flood.  Spawning  is 
practically  over  everywhere,  as  far  as  salmon  and 
trout  are  concerned,  and  on  the  whole  a  successful 
spawning  season  has  been  had,  though  much 
poaching  was  carried  on  in  some  places.  Several 
cases  of  poaching  wore  tried  in  the  county  Cork 
from  time  to  time,  and  in  the  majority  of  eases 
smart  fines  were  inflicted.  As  far  as  can  be  judged 
at  present  the  prospects  are  fairly  good  for  those 
lakes  and  rivers  where  angling  opens  on  Feb.  1, 
as  spring  salmon  have  been  arriving  for  some 
time  in  generally  good  numbers.  Sea  fishing 
continues  suspended  even  in  the  sheltered  harbours, 
owing  to  a  very  high  sea.  In  the  open  bays  it  is 
still  quite  impossible  for  anglers  to  go  out  owing  to 


a  very  heavy  shore  swell.  The  weir  fishing  on  the 
Currane  or  Waterville  river  opened  on  Jan.  1,  and 
though  the  takes  have  not  been  very  large  since  then, 
they  have  been  considered  satisfactory  as  regards 
number,  condition,  and  size. 

NoETH  OF  Ireland. 

Since  last  notes  there  was  very  little  coarse  fishing 
at  any  of  the  u-iual  winter  resorts,  the  weather 
being  unfavourable.  To-day  (Wednesday)  is  wet 
and  very  stormy.  The  Bann  run  of  salmon  has 
ceased  for  the  season.  The  hatchery  at  Kilrea  Ls 
not  so  well  stocked  as  usual  as  the  trays  only  hold 
400,000  salmon  ova  and  about  60,000  Lough  Neagh 
trout  and  brown  trout  ova,  or  about  half  of  their 
capacity.  Much  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting 
breeding  fish  owing  to  the  heavy  floods,  which  carried 
them  to  the  remoter  waters.  The  majority  of  the 
breeders  were  got  from  the  Mayrea  and  the  Agivey. 
The  announcement  that  the  Belfast  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation is  negotiating  for  a  lease  of  the  Crossgar  has 
caused  something  little  short  of  consternation  in 
local  angling  circles,  as  heretofore  the  public  fished 
the  stream  without  let  or  hindrance.  Of  course, 
pessimists  declare  that  the  matter  will  be  attended 
by  much  trouble,  and  that  the  farmers  having  farms 
on  the  river  are  against  it.  So  far  as  the  farmers 
are  concerned  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
angling  rights  except  in  cases  where  their  farms  are 
purchased  out  with  the  angling  and  shooting  rights 
included.  The  fishing  rights  belong  to  the  riparian 
proprietors,  and  they  can  dispose  of  them  to  any 
person.  Last  year  the  greater  part  of  the  Mourne, 
CO.  Tyrone,  was  similarly  disposed  of  to  the  Foyle 
and  Bann  Fishery  Company. 

West  of  Ieeland. 

Since  the  netting  season  opened  on  the  Sligo  river' 
on  New  Year's  Day,  the  fishing  has  done  very  well, 
over  one  hundred  salmon,  ranging  from  71b.  to  101b., 
having  been  taken — twelve  on  the  opening  day,  and 
forty  last  week.  This  is  considered  good.  The 
streams  are  all  heavy  in  flood  at  time  of  writing. 


^ofc5  frotn  f^c  ilorf^. 

The  angling  season  is  again  round.  The  first 
casts  have  already  been  made  on  the  Thurso, 
Helmsdale,  and  mighty  Tay,  but  as  yet  the  opening 
results  are  not  to  hand.  Yet  a  more  open  and  pro- 
pitious year  has  seldom  been  seen,  and  if  fish  are 
not  got  on  Thursdiy  and  Friday  they  will  be  scarce 
indeed.   

I  have  been  both  amused  and  interested  at  the 
notices  received  in  the  "Correspondence"  re  "Dee 
Tackle "  in  particular,  and  spinning  in  general. 
With  regard  to  the  former,  George  Blacklaws, 
Kincardine  O'Neil,  was  the  first  to  use  it.  We  con- 
cocted the  flight  together,  after  losing  several 
spring  salmon  on  the  Borrowstone  Water  of  the 
Dee  some  twenty-six  years  ago. 


I  found  three  triangles  too  many,  and  one  and  a 
big  hook  too  few.  After  a  few  weeks  I  was  con- 
vinced that  the  right  thing  was  liit.  I  wrote  an 
article  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  "Spinning  for 
Salmon  with  the  Minnow"  about  that  time,  but,  in 
all  fairness,  George  Blacklaws  invented  the  "Dee 
Tackle."    I  only  looked  on. 


The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  is  taking 
steps  to  clear  out  most  of  the  Deveron  anglers  from 
the  Cabrach  unless  they  have  permits.  Of  course 
the  permit  will  be  a  weekly  one,  and  then  the  "  old 
sore  "  of  the  man  on  the  spot  will  be  worse  than 
ever.  A  difficulty  just  now  is  vested  rights,  and 
these  must  be  looked  after. 


Mr.  McPherson,  Gordon  Arms,  Culter,  is  "full 
up "  for  the  coming  spring  with  a  company  of 
gentlemen  who  will  fish  the  Durris  Dee  water  and 
probably  other  reaches. 


Mr.  Grant,  Gordon  Arms,  Huntly,  will  be  glad  to 
give  all  information  as  to  the  Deveron  there  to  any 
looking  that  way.  Unfortvmately,  it  does  not  open 
until  April  1  up  there,  and  in  a  season  like  the 
present  that  date  might  be  anticipated  by  a  month. 

Special  Scotch. 


AN  INVITATION  TO  FISH. 


W.  Wright,  in  his  "  Fishes  and  Fishing,"  teUs 
an  amusing  story  of  a  tradesman,  who  had  retired 
from  the  fatigues  of  business,  inviting  very  pressingly 
a  London  friend  to  visit  him  at  his  sylvan  residence, 
and,  amongst  other  inducements,  promising,  though 
he  was  no  angler  himself,  to  afford  his  friend  the' 
sport  of  angling  in  his  water.  This  attracted  the 
Londoner ;  a  day  was  fixed,  and  our  angler  arrived 


with  a  full  complement  of  rods,  lines,  baits,  etc., 
and  was  anxious  to  commence.  But,  no  !  luncheon 
was  first  to  bo  disposed  of,  after  which  the  host 
introduced  his  friend  to  his  water,  which  proved  to 
be  a  little  round  basin,  not  wider  than  the  length  of 
one  of  the  rods  the  angler  had  brought  with  him. 
As  must  naturally  be  imagined,  the  visitor  was 
disappointed  and  vexed,  though  ho  did  not  choose 
to  show  his  vexation  ;  and  on  the  assurance  that 
there  were  perch  in  the  pond,  he  put  his  tackle 
together,  and  the  moment  he  dropped  his  bait  into 
the  water  he  hooked  a  fine  perch  ;  another  and 
another  followed  ;  and  when  his  friend  came  to 
tell  him  dinner  was  ready,  and  inquired  as  to  the 
success  he  had  had,  the  angler  showed  him  thirty- 
five  perch.  "  Well  !  "  said  the  good-hearted  host, 
"  I  am  glad  you  have  had  such  sport ;  I  caused 
three  dozen  to  be  put  in  the  day  before  yesterday." 
"  Oh  !  "  replied  the  angler,  "  I  will  take  the  other, 
and  then  I  shall  have  nothing  to  do  in  that  way 
after  dinner  !  " 


ANGLING  IN  JAPAN. 


Writing  from  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  Oct.  30, 
to  Forest  and  Ntreain,  Major  Carter,  of  the  U.S. 
Army.says: — "At  8  a.m.,  Oct.  16,  1903,  three  of  us, 
two  Americans  and  one  Japanese,  started  in  jin- 
rikishas  from  Taipeh,  the  modern  capital  of  Formosa, 
or  Taiwan,  to  go  to  the  house  of  a  wealthy  gentleman 
about  eight  miles  up  the  river  which  runs  through 
the  valley  of  Taipeh.  The  way  led  through 
a  beautiful  and  fertile  country,  the  valley  covered 
with  the  second  crop  of  rice  and  the  hills  with  the 
famous  Formosan  tea  shrub. 

"After  luncheon  and  after  photographing  some 
head-hunting  savages  we  found  there,  we  proceeded 
to  fish  for  salmon  trout  at  an  altitude  less  than  250 
feet  above  sea  level,  and  in  latitude  about  24  deg. 
40  min.  north,  practically  in  the  tropics.  The  tem- 
perature of  the  stream  was  about  seventy  or  higher, 
and  the  water  was  well  aerated.  This  stream,  from 
sixty  to  one  hundred  yards  wide,  is  clear  and  full 
of  rapids  and  riffles.  We  used  Japanese  tackle, 
horsehair  line  and  horsehair  leader  (the  latter 
consisting  of  one  strand  only),  a  bamboo  rod  and  a 
most  delicate  Palmer  tied  on  a  small  barbless  hook. 
The  rod  is  decidedly  good,  and  weight  for  weight  is 
stronger,  and  a  better  caster  than  our  jointed  rod. 
It  rarely  weighs  over  four  ounces — mine  weighed 
about  two — but  the  Une  is  practically  worthless  for 
casting,  as  we  understand  the  term.  The  fly  is 
perfect,  but  the  hook  lacks  strength,  and  the  fish 
when  hooked  may  easily  detach  itself  in  a  current 
or  an  eddy,  or  by  fouling  the  line.  We  all  know 
how  it  is  done,  from  our  experience  with  pin-hook 
and  thread  in  the  brooks  at  home. 

"  The  Japanese,  however,  have  another  method  of 
fishing,  which  may  be  as  new  to  some  of  our  readers 
as  it  was  to  me.  It  is  quite  successful.  They  catch 
one  fish  in  any  way  they  can,  and  then  fasten  the 
line  securely  through  its  upper  jaw,  passing  it 
through  the  roof  of  the  mouth  and  out  at  the  top 
of  the  upper  jaw,  well  in  front  of  the  eyes  ;  and 
then  attach  through  the  body  of  the  fish,  not  far  in 
front  of  the  tail,  a  horsehair,  to  which  is  tied  a 
three-pronged  barbless  hook,  which  trails  in  line 
with  the  fish  and  a  few  inches  behind,  while  it  is 
slowly  worked  up  the  stream  by  the  fisherman. 
The  theory  is  that  other  fishes,  seeing  the  captive 
moxdng  along  as  though  feeding,  or  perhaps  spawning, 
■wdU  pursue  it  and  become  impaled  on  the  hooks. 
In  point  of  fact  that  does  happen,  as  I  saw  a  China- 
man take  two  fime  trout  in  this  manner. 

"  Our  success  with  the  flies  was  poor.  We  got 
thirteen  or  fourteen  fingerlings,  but  we  saw  the  fish 
we  wished  to  identify  caught  in  fairly  good  numbers 
by  the  Chinese  fishing  with  decoys.  Doubtless  with 
large  flies  and  better  tackle  than  we  had,  we  might 
have  had  fine  sport. 

"  It  seems  unusual  to  find  a  member  of  thd 
Salmonidoe  family  so  near  the  sea-level  in  such 
altitudes.  The  fish  is  the  Plecoglossus  altivelia.  It 
has  no  spots,  but  iridescent  lines  along  its  sides, 
parallel  to  the  long  axis.  It  has  also  the  adipose 
dorsal  fin.  The  snout  of  the  male  at  this  season 
overlaps  and  turns  downwards  somewhat  as  does 
the  snout  of  the  male  Chinook  salmon  late  in  the 
season.  The  Plecoglossus  weighs  from  one  and  one- 
fourth  to  two  poimds,  is  vigorous  and  shy,  and  as 
dainty  a  fish  for  the  table  as  any  that  may  be 
found. 

"After  a  few  hours'  fishing,  we  descended  the 
river  in  a  rather  clumsy,  flat- bottomed  boat,  racing 
down  the  rapids  and  sculling  through  the  smooth 
places,  imtil  we  found  our  rickshaws,  and  then 
home.  All  along  the  smooth  water  about  dusk  we 
saw  the  Plecoglossus  leaping  after  flies. 

"Might  not  this  fish  be  planted  in  the  waters  of 
our  Southern  States  ?  I  shall  be  pleased  to  furnish 
any  information  in  my  power  to  anyone  interested 
in  this  subject." 


« 
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THE  ANGLER  AND  THE  BOOK- 
MAKER. 


The  Westminster  Gazette  gives  details  of  how  a 
Thames  riverside  bookmaker  was  defrauded  to  a 
very  considerable  extent  recently.  The  bookmaker 
in  question  was  out  fishing  the  other  day,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  afternoon  a  professional  fisherman 
mooted  the  subject  of  racing,  said  he  had  received 
an  unexpected  £5  that  morning,  and  expressed  his 
inclination  to  have  a  "  flutter "  of  a  couple  of 
sovereigns  on  a  certain  horse  in  the  three  o'clock 
race.  It  was  a  little  past  the  time,  but  the  two 
men  were  by  themselves  in  the  middle  of  the  river, 
practically  deserted  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The 
fisherman  had  had  no  intercourse  with  anyone,  and 
there  could  be  no  possible  ground  for  suspicion. 
The  bookie  took  the  two  sovereigns,  and  found 
when  the  twain  returned  to  shore  that  the  horse 
had  won  at  twenty  to  one.  He  went  fishing  on  the 
following  day,  and  to  give  his  lucky  client  a  chance 
took  £5  off  him  on  a  named  horse  in  precisely  the 
same  way  as  on  the  preceding  day.  This  won  at 
six  to  one.  On  the  Cambridgeshire  day  the  fisher- 
man had  a  gamble  of  £10  on  Hackler's  Pride  while 
the  two  were  again  fishing.  Later  in  the  evening 
the  bookmaker  overheard  a  casual  remark  from  the 
keeper  of  the  lock  below  where  he  had  been  fishing, 
to  the  effect  that  some  people  must  have  had  a 
wonderful  fancy  for  Hackler's  Pride,  for  he  had 
found  the  horse's  name  written  on  over  half  a  dozen 
wooden  chips  floating  about  the  lock.  The  remark 
Ret  the  bookmaker  cogitating,  and  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  with  the  combined  aid  of  the  tele- 
phone, a  confederate  in  a  boat  a  little  higher  up  the 
stream,  and  the  judicious  floating  down  of  sundry 
wooden  chips  with  a  winning  horse's  name  upon  it, 
some  of  which  were  certain  to  lodge  behind  the 
punt,  he  had  been  clearly  defrauded  of  a  sum  which 
the  fisherman  afterwards  gleefully  described  as  "  his 
winter's  keep." 


ENGLISH  AS  SHE  IS  SPOKE  IN  JAPAN. 


This  is  how  Man  Sunday  used  to  talk.  Of  Miss 
Aboostook,  who  was  very  pretty,  he  used  to  say : 
"Very  good  countenance  is."  If  he  wanted  to 
go  and  wash  his  hands,  he  said:  "Hands  having 
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washed  will  probably  come."  When  I  hadn't  seen 
him  for  several  days,  ho  saluted  me  with  this 
triumph,  learnt  by  heart  from  Chamberlain  :  "  That 
after,  lengthly  honourable  eyes  in  hang-not  always 
augustly  robust  being,"  which  meant,  "  It  is  some 
tima  since  we  last  m^t.  I  am  delighted  to  see  you 
looking  so  well."  If  he  thought  I  looked  ill  he 
opened  his  conversation  with:  "Bodily  feelings 
bad  ?  "  And  if  he  considered  it  time  for  me  to 
have  a  snack,  he  would  say  :  "  Honourable  inside 
become  empty?"  or  "Honourable  throat  has  dried  ?  " 
"Still  plenty  interval  "  (there  is  no  hurry)  was  a 
great  expression  of  his.  And  he  had  one  killing 
expression ;  when  you  asked  him  about  some 
article  you  were  buying,  "A  little  adoring  look," 
which  was  just  his  way  of  saying,  "  Please  let  me 
see  "  ;  which  was  fully  equalled  by  the  polite  way 
of  asking  you  to  sit  down,  "A  little  honourably-to- 
place  down."  "How  shall  probably  do  ?"  was  his 
way  of  asking  where  we  were  going  to.  "  An  august 
trouble,  mister,"  was  his  way  of  thanking  you. — 
From  "  Queer  Things  about  Japan." 


MAKING  A  START. 

It  was  a  beautiful  bright  winter  morning  when  T 
arrived  at  a  fishing  station  not  a  hundred  miles 
from  London.  I  had  been  told  by  a  friend  that  the 
local  fisherman  w£is  a  "  character,"  well  worth  a 
little  study,  and  I  made  an  appointment  with  that 
worthy,  at  9  a.m.,  at  an  inn  which  we  will  call  the 
"  Black  Lion."  I  was  not  disappointed  in  the  indi- 
vidual, as  the  following  remarks  on  his  part  will 
show.  I  mat  him  at  the  appointed  time  and  place. 
He  was  a  thin,  "wiry"  looking  man  of  about  50 
years,  a  typical  Thames  fisherman.  After  this  intro- 
duction I  leave  the  rest  in  his  own  words. 

"  Mornin',  sir !  Yes,  I  think  we  ought  to  find  a  fish 
or  two,  but  you  never  know  your  luck  in  this  world, 
and  I'm  bio  wed  if  you  do  in  the  next.  I'm  just 
goin'  into  the  pub  to  get  the  tackle.  Come  along 
in.  Better  have  a  'livener'  bsfore  you  start. 
'Thank  you,  sir,  mine's  a  drop  of  Scotch.  Right; 
well  here's  my  best  respects.  S'pose  we'd  better 
take  some  bear  ?  How  much  ?  Well,  I  dare  say  a 
gallon  will  last  us  till  lunch  time.  There's  another 
pub  lower  down  if  we  want  any  more.  Yes,  the 
water's  a  nice  colour  for  jack,  and  we  ought  to  get 
some  fish.    Bait  ?    Oh,  yes,  I  always  manage  to 
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keep  plenty.  I  fancy  wa  shall  find  a  gudgeon  the 
bo-it  in  this  shade  of  water.  Well,  sir,  now  we're 
aboard,  what  do  you  say  to  a  glass  of  beer  ?  You 
won't 't  Well,  here's  luok  !  I  was  down  here,  jast 
in  the  same  place,  with  Mr.  Turningham,  of  No.  191, 
Sutton  Villas,  Brixton,  close  to  the  Ball  public 
house,  last  week,  and  we  got  nine  jacks,  largest 
lOJlb.  He's  a  nice  gentleman;  always  gives  me  a 
sovereign  for  the  day,  and  never  grouses  or  grumbles 
whatever  the  sport  is.  Look  out,  sir,  your  float  in 
down.  Blank  the  fish,  he's  gone  !  Struck  him  too 
hard.  You  don't  want  to  hit  him  as  if  you  were 
lifting  a  grand  piano  into  a  first  floor  window. 
Well,  we'd  better  have  another  drink.  Suppose 
you  haven't  got  a  drop  of  whisky  with  you  ?  I 
don't  feal  very  well  this  morning.  Never  mind, 
beer  will  do.  One  of  my  customers,  Mr.  Smith,  the 
horse  slaughterman.  No.  152,  Mile-end-road,  a  few 
doors  from  the  Green  Dragon,  he  always  brings 
down  a  bottle  of  whisky.  Don't  seem  to  care  about 
beer — always  gives  me  an  extra  half  sovereign,  too. 
Yes,  that  looks  like  a  fish ;  give  him  about  a  minute  and 
then  strike.  There  you  go  again,  smashed  the  whole 
bloomin'  lot !  What,  my  tackle  rotten  ?  You  can't 
expect  any  tackle  to  stand  that.  Anybody  would 
think  you  was  trying  to  pull  down  a  house.  I  shall 
have  to  put  on  another  lot ;  these  traces  cost  a  bob. 
Better  have  another  drink  first.  Well,  here's  luck, 
sir.  Puts  me  in  mind  of  Mr.  .Jones,  No.  198,  North- 
road,  Dulwich,  close  to  the  Castle  public-house,  he 
used  to  fish  about  the  same  as  you  do,  but  I  taught 
him,  and  he  fishes  almost  as  well  as  I  do.  Yes,  sir, 
it  takes  a  lot  of  practice.  There's  no  one  knows  as 
much  about  Thames  fishin'  as  I  do.  Well,  here's 
the  tackle  all  ready.  Would  you  like  a  drop  more 
beer  before  we  start  again  ?  Too  soon  after  the 
other  one  ?  All  right,  I'll  pour  a  glass  out  for  my- 
self. Awfully  dry  work  shoving  a  punt  about.  The 
biggest  jack  I've  caught  here  ?  Well,  he  weighed 
26Jlb.  That  was  thirty  years  ago  last  Friday.  I 
was  fishing  with  Mr.  Brown,  No.  236,  Trafalgar- 
street,  London,  opposite  the  Crown  public-house. 
He  always  used  to  pay  me  twenty -five  shillings  a 
day.  Feel  like  another  drink,  sir  ?  Here  you  are. 
Yes,  I  think  I  will.  Here's  better  luck.  There 
you  are,  sir,  got  another  bite.  Don't  strike  so  hard 
this  time.  Got  him  !  Yes,  about  51b.,  very  pretty 
fish.  "  Well,  they  don't  seem  to  bite  now.  P'raps 
we'd  better  go  ashore,  and  get  some  lunch."— T.  W. 
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Datchet  (Thames),  D,  Bucks,  28i  ;  2s.  3d. 
Dorking  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  26 ;  2s.  8d. 
DOWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  861 ;  73.  3d. 
Eakith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  761 ;  5s.  4d. 
Earlswood  (Lakes),  F,  Sun-ey,  211 ;  2s. 
East  Farleigh  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44  ;  4s. 
East  Grinstead  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30  ;  33.  6d. 
Edenbridre  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33  ;  2s.  8d. 
Egham  (Thames),  I),  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  3d. 
Elstkee  (Reservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  2d. 
Elsenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38  ;  38.  Old. 
Ely  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  701  ;  6s.  llld 
Enfield  Lock  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12  ;  Is. 
Eppino  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  17  ;  Is.  51d. 
Esher  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  14}  ;  Is.  6d. 
Fambridge  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  28.  lOd. 
Fiitleworth  (Arun),  F,  62  ;  5s.  3d. 
Flitwick  (Ivel),  G,  Beds,  40  ;  43.  Id. 
Forest  Row  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39  ;  3s.  6d. 
FuLWELL  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12J  ;  Is.  4d. 
Goring  (Thames),  B,  (Jxford,  44}  ;  4s.  9d. 
GoUDHURST  (Medway),  C,  38  ;  4s. 
Gt.  Chesterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48  ;  3s.  lOld. 
Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B.Bucks,  351 ;  3s.  3d. 
Gt.  Missenden  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  29  ;  2b.  9d. 
Grove  Ferry  (Stour),  C,  "tit :  7s.  2d. 
Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  281 ;  33.  2d. 
Gunton  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138  ;  108. 
Hadham  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  251 ;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  621 ;  4s.  Bid. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  141 ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  141 ;  Is.  3d. 
Harlinoton  (Tod),  G,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  9d. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26t ;  2s.  lid. 
Harpkndkn  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  271 ;  2s.  5d. 
Hartfield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42  ;  33.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  l7i  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Hatfield PKVERKL(Chelmer),A,E88ex,36 ;  3s.  Id. 
Hawkhurst  (Medway),  C,  47  ;  4s. 
Hayward's  Heath  ((Juse),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  48. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27  ;  2s.  lOd. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  351 ;  38.  9d. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  241 ;  2s.  6d. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  111 ;  Is. 
Hiloay  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88}  ;  6s.  lOld. 
HORLEY  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25  ;  2s.  8d. 
Horsham  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
HORS.M0NDBN  (Medway),  C,  40  ;  4s. 
HORSTED  Keynks  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  361 ;  38.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  1141 ;  93.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58i ;  6s.  2d. 
Hythb,  C,  661  ;  6s.  9d. 

Irohester  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
Kelvbdon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  421 ;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Lanqley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21 ;  23.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12  ;  Is.  3d. 
Lakbnheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  821 ;  6s.  ll}d. 
Langford  Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater),  A, 

Essex,  44  ;  3s.  31d.   (Change  at  Witham.) 
LANQLEY  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  16t ;  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds,  32}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19}  ;  23. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40}  ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50  ;  5s.  2d. 
Linqfield  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28  ;  2s.  8d. 
LiTTLEPORT  ((3use),  A,  Cambs,  76  ;  6s.  5d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  611 ;  5s.  2}d. 
LODGHTON  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  12  ;  Is.  Old. 
LOWESTOFT  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  1171 ;  lis. 
Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24i ;  2s.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;  3s.  3d. 
Maldon  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  33.  2d. 
Manningtree  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59  ;  5s.  Old. 
March  (Nene,  &c.),  A,  Cambs,  88  ;  6s.  4d. 
Mardocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23  ;  2s. 
Marks  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47  ;  3s.  llld. 
Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  31}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Midhurst  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76}  ;  6s.  41d. 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48}  ;  53.  Id. 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  91 ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42}  ;  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsham  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134  ;  10s. 
North  Weald  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  191 ;  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52}  ;  53.  4d. 
Offord  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55};  5s.  lOd. 
OnQar  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  llld. 
OxTED  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Wood  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31} ;  4s. 
PanGBOURNE  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  41}  ;  4s.  4d. 
Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22  ;  2s. 
Ponders  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10  ;  9d. 
Potters  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12}  ;  Is.  3d. 
Pulborouqh  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  60 ;  5b.  (By 

Eldridge's  E.xcursions,  3s.  6d.). 
Radlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15  ;  Is.  5d. 
Kadlby,  B,  Berks,  581 ;  6s.  2d. 
Reading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36  ;  33.  9d. 
Red  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  28. 
RiCKMAiigwoRTH  (Colne)  HI, Herts, 221;  Is.  9d. 
KOYDON  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22}  ;  Is.  9d. 


RUDOWICK  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  44  ;  4s.  2d. 
Rye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19 ;  Is.  8d. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),  E  G  H,  Herts,  20 ;  28.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70} ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  201 ;  Is.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  511 ;  53.  6d. 
Sandy  (Ivel),  E  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
Sawbridgeworth  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29 ;  2s.  3id, 
Selham  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58  ;  5s.  6d. 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41 ;  3s.  2d. 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55  ;  5s.  9d. 
Shefford  (Ivel),  G,  Bedford,  87  ;  5s. 
Shblford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55  ;  4s.  51d. 
Shenpield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  201 ;  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18} ;  23. 
Shiplake  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  351 ;  3s.  7d. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Bucks,  18}  ;  Is.  lid. 
SOUTHMINSTER,  A,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19} ;  2s. 
Standon  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  291 ;  2s.  Old. 
StanstbaD  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33  ;  23.  lOd. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  Bucks,  37  ;  3s.  6d. 
Sudbury  (Stoiu-),  A,  Suffolk,  58}  ;  4s.  llld. 
Sdnbury  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16}  ;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  22}  ;  2s.  4d. 
Tempsford  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47}  ;  4s.  lid. 
Thatcham  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49}  ;  6s.  2d. 
Theydon  Bois  (Roding),  A.  Essex,  16  ;  Is.  31d. 
Three  Bridges  (Jfole),  F,  Sussex,  29 ;  33. 
Tilehurst  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38}  ;  4s.  Id. 
Tonbridge  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29}  ;  3s.  3d. 
Tring  (Reservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31} ;  3s.  4d. 
Twyford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31 ;  3s.  3d. 
Uxbridge  (Colne),  B,  Middlese.x,  15}  ;  Is.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  23  ;  28. 6d. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13  ;  Is.  Id. 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17  ;  Is.  lOd. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  221 ;  Is.  lid. 
Wargrave,  B,  Berks,  33  :  3s.  5d. 
Waterbeach  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  61 ;  5s.  2d. 
Wateringbury  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  46  ;  4s. 
Wendover,  I,  Bucks,  33} ;  3s.  3d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  iliddlesex,  13} ;  Is.  5d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45 ;  43.  8d. 
West  Mill  (Rib),  A,  Herts,  32}  ;  2s.  9}d. 
Weybridge  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19  ;  2s. 
Whittlesford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49  ;  4s.  2d. 
WICKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26  ;  2s.  2d. 
Widford  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  2s.  Id. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  211 ;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  39 ;  33.  3ld. 
WOKINO  (Basingstoke  Canal),  D,  Surrey,  241; 
2s.  6d. 

WooDHAM  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  31 ;  2s.  7d. 
Wraysbury  (Thames  &  Colne),  D,  Bucks,  21} ; 
2s.  3d. 

Wroxham  (Broads,  Ac),  A,  Norfolk,  122}  ;  lis. 

(May  1  to  Oct.  31  only.) 
Wye  (Stour),  C,  601 ;  6s. 
Yaldino  (Medway),  C,  Hent,  381 ;  4s. 
Yarmouth  (Bure,  &c.),  A,  Norfolk,  121 ;  lis. 
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"Better  wear  out  than  rust  out." — DiOeeot. 


On  Monday  evening,  at  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
Mr.  Horace  Brown  presided  in  hia  own  inimitable 
way.  There  was  not  a  very  large  audience,  but  the 
cosy  club  room  was  comfortably  full.  The  ordinary 
business  having  been  concluded,  Mr.  Frank  G. 
Bridgman  read  a  paper  on  "  Fresh-water  Snails." 
I  am  afraid  I  was  something  of  a  snail  mys?lf  in 
getting  to  the  meeting.  No  motor  car  was  avail- 
able, the  'buses  were  full,  and  the  cab  I  engaged 
was  drawn  by  a  horse  that  a  snail  would  have 
considered  slow.  I  was  in  time,  however,  to  hear 
much  of  a  learned  and  most  interesting  discourse 
which  has  increased  the  respect  I  have  always  felt 
for  my  friends,  the  molluscs.  There  are  about  fifty 
species  of  freshwater  snails,  and  Mr.  Bridgman 
introduced  me  to  some  hitherto  strangers.  We 
got  on  wonderfully  well  together.  I  found  some  of 
them  so  very  human,  especially  those  which  preyed 
upon  each  other.  I  felt  an  affection  at  once  for  the 
Kennet  "pea  shells" — they  suggested  ducks— and 
the  snails  which  purify  water  I  regard  as  worthy  of 
much  esteem.  I  like  water  pure — not  much  of  it, 
but  pure.  As  for  those  snails,  which  are  sometimes 
males  and  sometimes  vice  versd — well,  I  admire 
their  versatility,  but  think  their  example,  if  gener- 
ally adopted,  would  lead  to  complications.  Mr. 
Bridgman  is  an  enthusiastic  naturalist,  an  ardent 
collector,  and  a  lecturer  to  be  listened  to  again  and 
'  again.  Next  time  he  appears  I  will  hear  the 
beginning  if  I  have  to  commandeer  a  fire  engine. 


At  the  Gresham  Club  on  Tuesday  evening  Mr. 
Martin  Dickens  gave  a  paper  largely  dealing  with 
his  personal  experiences  as  angler  and  journalist,  and 
proved  himself  worthy  of  the  historic  name.  His 
bright  racy  bits  of  description  and  philosophy  re- 
called the  immortal  "  Boz."  Mr.  Dickens  com- 
plained of  ill-health,  but  there  was  no  lack  of  vigour 
in  his  elocution,  and  he  well  earned  the  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  enthusiastically  accorded  him. 


On  Tuesday  evening  the  pieae  de  resistance  at  the 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society  was  a  lecture 
delivered  by  Dr.  Ladell,  entitled,  "Our  Mutual 
Friend"  (the  earth  worm).  The  lecture  was  well 
illustrated,  and,  although  somewhat  scientific,  the 
audience  was  kept  interested  to  its  close.  Needless 
to  say,  the  lecturer  was  awarded  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks. 


Mb.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  had  a  pleasant  evening 
on  Wednesday — he  saw  a  large  company  steeped  in 
honest  enjoyment,  and  it  made  him  happy.  As 
chairman  of  a  B.S.A.S.  "  smoker,"  he  did  not  a  little 
towards  making  everybody  else  happy.  He  was  so 
energetic,  genial,  and  tactful,  that  audience  and 
artists  never  had  a  dull  moment.  The  committee 
arranged  a  programme  that  a  chairman  might  well 
beam  over.  Mr.  Parker  (violin),  Mr.  John  Probert, 
Mr.  Jas.  Budd,  and  others  gave  deUght  to  all. 
Everybody  became  joyously  vocal  in  toasting  "  The 
Chairman"  and  "The  Society."  It  was  a  grand 
night ! 


"  How  is  this  for  high  ?  "  In  the  correspondence 
columns  will  be  found  an  account  of  some  of  the 
captures  of  the  Highbury  A.S.,  as  regards  the 
taking  of  some  fine  bream.  As  one  of  the  best 
known  and  respected  members  of  the  Gresham 
wrote  and  lectured :  "  Sweet  Wormingford  Mere, 
I  am  breaming  on  thee  !  " 


The  Lough  Arrow  Fish  Preservation  Society  is 
doing  its  work  with  such  energy  and  tact  as  to  earn 
the  gratitude  of  anglers  far  and  near.  The  Earl  of 
Kingston  is  patron  of  the  society.  Col.  Gethin,  J.P., 
President,  and  Mr.  Geo.  Acheson,  J. P.,  of  Arrow 
Lodge,  Hon.  Sec.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  many 
gentlemen  in  London  and  Birmingham,  as  well  as  in 
Ireland,  subscribed  liberally  "the  sinews  of  war." 
Mr.  H.  B.  Taggart,  writing  from  Madras  Presidency, 
India,  to  the  Hon.  Sec,  says :  "  I  look  upon  Lough 
Arrow  as  the  finest  trout  lough  I  have  ever  seen.  I 
am  glad  to  know,  from  the  Fishing  Gazette,  that  a 
Fish  Preservation  Society  has  been  formed." 


Mb.  Max  Pemberton's  new  novel,  "Red  Morn," 
which  will  be  issued  by  Messrs.  Cassell  &  Company 
early  next  month,  will  be  an  adventure  story  by 
land  and  sea.  The  scene  is  laid  principally  on  the 
deck  of  an  Atlantic  liner,  the  principal  characters 
being  the  daughter  of  a  wealthy  American,  and  a 
person  known  as  "  The  Rogue,"  to  the  delineation 
of  whose  character  Mr.  Pemberton  has  given 
especial  attention. 


"Seosamh  macCathmhaoil  "  writes  to  that  very 
interesting  paper  New  Ireland  as  follows : — "  The 
territory  called  Tir-Amhalghaidh,  after  Amhal- 
ghaidh,  sometime  over-lord  of  Magh-eo,  in  Con- 
nacht,  there  is  a  lake.  Loch  Con,  '  A  goodly  water 
and  storyful.'  And  ollamhs  say  that  if  a  quicken- 
stick  be  placed  in  it,  when' the  red  berry  is  on  the 
bough  in  autumntide,  the  part  which  enters  the  glar 
covering  the  bottom  of  the  loch  becomes  as  stone, 
the  portion  drowned  in  the  dark  waters  of  the  loch 
iron,  the  rest  remaining  wood.  But  for  this  some 
seven  months'  time — the  magic  cycle — is  required, 
as  Hector  Boetuis  relates  in  his  Preface." 


Speciai.  double  magnifying  spectacles  are  now 
manufactured  for  fishermen  who  love  the  truth, 
or  whose  imaginations  are  not  up  to  the  average. 
As  very  few  anglers  are  sufferers  in  this  respect,  I 
am  afraid  that  a  large  sale  cannot  be  predicteJ. 


OUR  F.G.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

Those  who  have  reatl  "  Angling  .Anecdotes  " — 
and  their  name  is  legion — will  be  pleased  to  sea  the 
"counterfeit  presentment"  of  the  author,  Mr. 
Robert  Stanley,  an  old  and  much-esteemed  con- 
tributor to  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Mr.  Robert  Stanley 
is  a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  which  he  joined  soon 
after  its  formation ;  he  is  always  among  the  first 
in  any  good  movement  promoted  for  the  benefit  of 
anglers.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Kingston  Pis- 
catorial Society,  and  an  hon.  member  of  the  Lychno- 
bites,  at  whose  annual  dinner  he  earns  his  warm 
welcome  by  a  generous  donation  to  the  prize  fund 


Mr.  Robert  Stanxey. 


and  a  contribution  to  the  harmony  of  the  evening — 
for  Mr.  Stanley  can  sing  as  well  as  fish 
and  write.  He  is  a  bom  fisherman  —  and  a 
Londoner.  He  caught  his  first  fish  (stickle) 
in  the  Serpentine,  and  returned  it  —  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  park-keeper.  R.  S.  is  especi- 
ally fond  of  Sussex  streams,  rivers,  and  coast 
— and  no  bad  judge,  either — and  fished  from  the 
Chain  Pier,  Brighton,  for  many  years.  He  was 
there  a  few  days  before  its  destruction,  with 
which  event,  however,  he  had  nothing  to  do — 
though  he  did  land  some  heavy  ones  on  the  rickety 
structure.  At  Newhaven — his  favourite  fishing 
resort — he  is  well  known,  and  wherever  known  he  is 
regarded  with  great  esteem. 


Good  reports  are  to  hand  from  the  River  Stour, 
especially  from  the  vicinity  of  Bures,  Suffolk. 
Anglers  visiting  this  neighbourhood  will  find  com- 
fortable quarters  with  Mr,  Thomas  Curtis  at  the 
Queen's  Head  Hotel. 


I  WAS  glad  to  have  a  call  from  Mr.  Frank  Maris, 
of  the  Masonic  Club,  Folkestone,  a  well-known 
angler,  who  brought  me  a  pleasant  greeting  from 
our  mutual  friend  Mr.  Chas.  Lisson  Matthews,  who 
has  left  Great  Marlow  and  taken  up  his  abode  at 
Folkestone.  There  I  know  he  has  often  good  sport. 
Just  at  present,  however,  there  is  not  much  to  be 
done  either  from  pier  or  boat.  The  weather  is 
rough  and  cold,  but  a  few  warm  days  and  a  little 
•abatement  of  the  wind  will  soon  make  sea  anglers 
busy. 


*The  Mick  lately  went  a-fishing,  and  after  a  merry 
day  and  a  late  arrival  home  was  questioned  as  to 
how  he  had  got  on.  "  Bedad,"  he  replied,  "we 
didn't  get  on  at  all,  at  all,  for  we  came  off  without 
a  bite,  and  all  we  had  when  we  came  back  was  one 
live  bait,  and  that  was  dead." 


On  Tuesday  a  further  consignment  of  mag- 
nificent trout  was  added  to  the  waters  under  its 
jurLsdiction  by  the  Reading  and  District  Angling 
Association,  which  for  27  years  has  done  a  great 
work  in  adding  to  the  stock  of  good  sporting  fish  in 
the  waters  under  its  care.  The  section  of  the 
Thames  benefited  on  this  occasion  was  that  between 
Caversham  Lock  and  Pangbourne.  Over  300  ex- 
ceedinely  fine  and  healthy  two-year-old  trout  (Salmo 
fario),  purchased  from  Mr.  H.  H.  Gray,  of  the  Hyde 
End  Fishery,  Brimpton,  arrived  in  perfect  condition, 
and  were  placed  in  suitable  spots — which  were  rather 
difficult  to  find  owing  to  the  height  of  the  stream — 
under  the  personal  direction  of  Mr.  Fredk.  Brown, 
the  hon.  secretary,  assisted  by  Captain  T.  R.  Morse, 
and  Messrs.  Arthur  C.  Butler,  V.P.,  T.  Mackrill,  W. 
S.  Hawkins,  and  Mr.  Francis  J.  Ferguson,  of  Hill 
Side,  Whitchurch-on-Thames.  Mr.  Ferguson  very 
generously  aided  the  funds  of  the  association,  which 
are  none  too  flourishing,  by  paying  a  third  of  the 
cost  of  this  important  addition  to  the  stock  of 
Thames  trout  in  the  neighbourhood. 


Don'ts  fob  Fishebmen. 

Don't  pay  more  than  the  market  price  for 
them. 

Don't  expect  to  float  upstream. 

Don't  swear  at  the  flies — they  were  there  first. 

Don't  add  more  than  five  hundred  per  cent,  to 
your  catches. 

Don't  expect  your  friends  to  believe  you. 

Don't  whistle  or  sing  while  waiting:  it  is  an 
established  fact  that  fish  are  unmusical  creatures. 

Don't  go  home  by  the  crowded  streets  unless 
you've  had  a  good  day. 


In  the  City  of  London  Court,  according  to  the 
Times  of  Jan.  13,  George  Tabor,  fish  salesman.  Monu- 
ment-street, E.C.,  sued  J.  Archdale  Jones,  fish- 
monger, George-street,  Plymouth,  for  £1  12s.  3d. 
for  2 1  ^Ib.  of  frozen  salmon  supplied.  The  defendant 
said  it  was  fre-ih  salmon  that  he  ordered  at  la.  6d. 
per  lb.  The  salmon  sent  him  was  spent  fish,  and  it 
was  absolutely  unclean,  the  colour  of  hake.  It  was 
no  use  at  all,  and  he  wrote  and  told  the  plaintiff  so. 
Then  the  plaintiff  wrote  and  said,  "Try  a  little 
cochineal."  That  was  to  give  it  a  good  colour  and 
to  maks  it  look  a  clean  fish.  The  defendant  re- 
fused to  be  a  party  to  salmon  steak  painted  with 
cochiieal  being  put  before  the  public.  He  threw 
the  fish  away,  and  was  now  defending  the  action 
upon  principle.  Judge  Rentoul,  K.C.,  said  the 
statement,  "  Try  a  little  cochineal,"  struck  him  as 
being  very  fraudulent ;  it  was  very  bad  ;  perhaps  it 
was  usual  for  fish  dealers  to  do  that;  he  did 
not  know.  The  plaintiff's  representative  suggested 
that  it  was  a  joke.  Judge  Rentoul :  "  It  is  no  joke, 
I  can  assure  you."  The  plaintiff's  representative : 
"That  letter  was  written  by  Mr.  Tabor,  jun." 
.Judge  Rentoul:  "He  is  a  cute  young  man  of 
business,  evidently.  In  the  circumstances  there 
will  be  judgment  for  the  defendant,  with  costs. 
That  statement  about  '  doctoring '  the  fish  with 
cochineal  is  one  that  reflects  very  great  discredit  on 
the  house  that  sends  it  out." 


To  show  that  otters  are  still  numerous  in  the 
Thames  about  Reading  it  may  be  recorded  that 
three  of  these  destructive  animals  have  beeii  captured 
between  Mapledurham  and  Pangbourne  within  four 
-j^eeks — ^namely,  one  by  Mr.  Edward  Sheppard,  of 
Mapledurham,  on  Dec.  7,  and  two  by  Mr.  Hanson, 
of  Pangbourne,  on  Dec.  16  and  Jan.  4  respectively. 


The  hon.  secretary  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorial  Society  (Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley)  announces 
that  they  have  removed  their  headquarters  to 
Broad  -  street  Restaurant,  Broad  -  street  House 
(entrance  in  Wormwood -street),  and  that  the  usual 
Tuesday  evening  meetings  will  take  place  at  7.30. 


The  eccentric  Lord  Holland,  of  the  reign  of 
William  III.,  used  to  give  his  horses  a  weekly  con- 
cert in  a  covered  gallery  specially  erected  for  the 
purpose.  He  maintained  that  it  cheered  their 
hearts  and  improved  their  temper,  and  an  eye- 
witness said,  "  They  seemed  to  be  greatly  delighted 
therewith."  [I  do  not  keep  horses,  but  I  give  the 
goldfish  in  my  aquarium  a  weekly  matinie,  and 
they  applaud  vociferously.  My  artistic  rendering  of 
"  The  Honeysuckle  and  the  Bee,"  on  the  Jews 
harp,  is  always  encored.]  Deagnet. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS; 

The  letter  sent  to  Mr.  J.  Hammond?,  Rotherham, 
re  fishing,  has  been  returned  marked  "  Not  known." 


Xetters  to  tbc  Ebitoc 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


MR.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL'S  SINGLE- 
TRIANGLE  SPINNING  FLIGHT,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  had  fain  hoped  that  my  trespasses 
on  your  space  and  apologies  for  the  said  trespasses 
had  alike  come  to  an  end,  but  the  post  brings  me 
your  issue  of  Jan.  9  in  which  I  see  my  name  is 
again— I  won't  say  "taken  in  vain" — but  so 
repeatedly  referred  to  in  connection  with  the  above 
andothersubjects,that  both  politeness andpugnacity 
indicate  my  once  more  claiming  your  indulgence. 
I  thought  I  had  slain  all  "  the  Richmonds  in  the 
field,"  but  the  cry  is  "still  they  come!"  and,  like 
Falstaff  's  men  in  Buckram,  the  original  "  three  " 
threaten  to  grow  into  "seven"  (or  seventy  for 
aught  that  appears),  and  it  behoves  me,  therefore, 
to  take  all  their  seven  "points  "  in  my  target. 
Mb.  William  Naylor's  Letter. 

This  correspondent,  "following  on,"  I  see,  along 
what  might  now  almost  be  called  the  "  accepted 
lines,  '  claims  that  the  single-triangle  flight  which  I 
recently  introduced  to  your  readers,  and  illustrated 
in  your  columns,  was  used  by  liimself  for  trout 
spinning  some  "forty  years  ago." 

Well,  sir,  if  that  be  so — -and,  of  course,  it  was,  as 
Mr.  Naylor  says  so — we  must  all  regret  that  inst  ^ad 
of  now,  after  forty  years,  dashing  into  the  lists  with 
pen  in  rest,  and  caricoling  gaily  through  a  column 
and  a  quarter  devoted  to  my  discomfiture  and  over- 
throw, he  did  not  at  the  tim3  when  he  used  this 
flight,  and  thought  so  highly  of  it — or  even  within 
measurable  distance  of  such  time — take  the  troubla 
to  make  the  information  public,  and  thus  give 
other  spinners  tho  advantage  of  the  discovery. 
The  "inventor"  of  anything — -so  far  as  the  publ  c, 
or  the  Patent  Office,  or  common-sense  are  con- 
cerned— is  clearly  the  man  who  fir.st  makes  the 
invention  known,  and  thus  gives  others  the  benefit ; 
whilst  in  the  case  of  inventors  who  dj  not  make 
known  their  inventions,  the  only  law  which  can 
practically  be  taken  to  hold  good  is  contained  in 
the  old  school-boy  maxim,  "da  non  apparentibus, 
et  non  existentibus  / "  etc.  Mr  Naylor,  and  other 
injured  authors  whose  inventions  have  been  '•  born 
to  blush  unseen,"  remind  one  of  Tennyson's  reply 
to  a  brother  bard  who,  when  charged  with  bodily 
appropriating  some  of  the  laureate's  lines,  answered 
that  it  was  extraordinary  they  should  both  have 
thought  the  same  thoughts  at  the  same  time. 
"Quite  so,"  was  the  poet's  reply,  "only,  unfor- 
tunately, it_  so  happens  that  I  published  them 
first  I " 

Once  on  the  warpath,  however,  Mr.  Naylor  is  not 
satisfied  with  razing  from  my  crest  the  authorship 
of  the  single-tiiangle  flight,  but  he  rolls  me  in  the 
dust  and  tramples  upon  me  by  also  robbing  me  of 
my  traca  baiting-needle,  which  I  lately  had  the 
effrontery  to  have  registered  as  my  own  (No. 
416,122).  "  The  incorporation,"  he  writes,  ''of  the 
baiting-needle  into  the  line,  as  if  it  wore  part  and 
parcel  of  it,  I  regard  as  a  mistake.  Twenty -five 
years  ago  "  (only  twenty-five  this  time  ?)  "  we  tried 
it"  (did  "we,"  really,  though  !)»  "  but  it  soon  went 
out  of  favour,"  and  so  on  ;  and  again  the  query 
presents  itseP,  "  Why  did  he  not  make  his  invention 
public?"  Why  is  there  no  record  or  hint  of 
such  a  baiting  -  needle  to  be  found  anywhere 
in  print  from  the  time  of  "Nobbes  of  the  dark 
ages"  to  the  year  of  grace  1904,  with  its  elaborate 
library  of  angling  baokj  on  every  conceivabla 
division  and  sub-uivision  of  the  art,  nor  in  the 
hundred-and-one  tackle  mak;^rs'  catalogues,  which 
are  a  pretty  sure  "  draw  "  for  any  and  every  novelty 
connected  with»angling  ?  If  any  such  reference  can 
be  produced,  I  am  rea<jiy  to  recant,  and  do  penance 
in  sack-cloth  and  ashes. 

But  your  con espondent  "does  not  like  my  trace 
baiting- needle."  He  regards  it  as  a  "mistake." 
So  that,  invention  apart,  there  is  clearly  nothing 
left  for  mo  but  to  sit  down  and  make  my  last 
— literary — will  and  testament,  only  bogging  for 
absolution  before  Ix'ing  led  to  execution. 

With  regard  to  the  two-trianfjle  flight,  and  the  late 
Dr.  Peard — (who  was  one  of  my  dearest  and  closest 
friends,  and  a<  brilliant  with  rod  as  with  tho  pen) — 
the  quotation  from  his  book,  "A  Year  of  Liberty," 
describes  a  two-triangle  flight — identical  in  essen- 
tial points  with  the  Dee  flight — as  haying  been  used 
by  him.  Dr.  Peard,  for  salmon  spinning  prior  to 
lS07.  But  then,  as  I  have  never  laid  tho  slightest 
claim  to  bo  tho  author  or  originator  of  tho  two- 
triangle  flight,  but,  on  tho  contrary,  have  expressly 


and  repeatedly  repudiated  it  (see,  inter  alia,  editorial 
article  in  Fishing  Gazette,  D3C.  12,  lUO.'J,  and  Vol.  2 
"Badminton  Library"  on  Coarse  Fishing,  9th  edit., 
p.  73),  what  has  all  this  got  to  do  with  me  and 
my  single-ir\m\g\o  flight  ?  Unless,  indeed,  it  bo  Mr. 
Naylor's  object  to  suggest  that  the  two-trianglo 
flight  described  by  Dr.  Peard  in  1807  was  not  iJr. 
Peard's  invention  after  all  but  his  own — Mr. 
Naylor's  —  he  having  used  it  himself  well-nigh 
forty  years  ago — (which  takes  us  back  before  tho 
publication  of  Dr.  Peard's  book) — "  both  in  the 
single  and  two-triangle  form."  .  .  . 

But,  really,  I  must  not  take  up  any  more  of  your 
valuable  spaca  with  criticism?  of  my  critic  and  his 
comical  "  cavortings."  Habet. 

"X.  S.  R.'s"  Letter. 

In  his  interesting  and  courteous  communication 
your  correspondent  is  good  enough  to  say,  "  1  am 
delighted  with  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Penneil's  new 
tajkle.  As  you  are  aware  I  have  long  advocated 
a  reduction  in  the  number  of  hooks  usad  in  our 
tackles."  I  am  myself  "delighted  "  at  the  approval 
of  so  good  a  fisherman  as  your  able  contributor ; 
and  with  regard  to  his  suggestion  for  "  slightly 
shortening  the  length  of  thi  trace  baiting  needle," 
and  making  it  "detachable,"  I  will  certainly  con- 
sider it  fully,  but  as  regards  the  length  I  cannot 
say  that  I  have  ever  noticed  it  was  longer  than  was 
necessary  for  convenience,  whilst,  further,  I  am  not 
quite  sure — th3  trace  baiting  needle  having  been 
registered — that  any  substantial  alteration  in  the 
design  would  be  protected. 

The  needle  is  being  made  to  my  pattern  by 
Messrs.  William  Bartleet  and  Sons,  of  Redditch, 
who  can  supply  the  retail  trade.  No  doubt  it  is 
now,  or  soon  will  be,  obtainable  at  many  of  the 
larger  retail  tackle  shops.  Meanwhile,  I  know  that 
Messrs.  Farlow,  of  191,  Strand,  have  it  in  stock,  as 
also  patterns  of  my  spinning  flight  andj  tackle 
complete. 

"X.  S.  R."  will  forfeit  his'' claims  neither  to 
"  modesty  nor  courtesy  "  by  having  pointed  out  that 
in  your  issues  of  Nov.  21  and  Dec.  5  he  had  already 
diagnosed  an  "above-lead  kinking"  disease,  and 
suggested  the  remedy — "one  swivel,  or,  better  still, 
two,  above  the  lead."  .The  point  in  which  your 
correspondent  is  mistaken  is  in  supposing  that  I 
myself  claim  in  any  way  whatever  to  have  acted  the 
part  either  of  doctor  or  prescription  in  this  matter. 
In  my  letter  published  Dec.  26,  I  say,  "  the  above 
diagnosis  of  the  malady  of  '  aeriel  kinking,'  as  well 
as  its  cure,  was  first  suggested  to  me  by  Mr. 
Hayter,  tho  well-known  professional  fisherman  of 
Ringwood."  (N.B. — This  was  during  last  Novem- 
ber when  I  was  fishing  at  Ringwood.)  We  must 
all,  however,  feel  indebted  to  your  correspondent 
for  his  iateresting  and  practical  suggestion — or 
invention — of  which  it  is  to  be  noted  that  he  did 
give  the  angling  public  the  benefit. 

Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov  ojt  Rod'Rings. 

In  his  able  essay  on  rod  rings  Baron  Tcherkassov 
is  good  enough  to  mention  my  name  in  connection 
with  the  authorship  of  the  "pronged  ring"  which 
I  advocated  many  years  ago  for  spinning  rods. 
Last  autumn,  however,  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
using  on  a  fly  rod  the  "bridge  ring"  to  which  he 
also  refers,  and  for  this  purpose  it  cannot  be  beaten, 
or  at  least  it  may  be  supposed  I  think  so,  as  I  have 
just  had  my  double-handed  trout  fly  rod  stripped 
of  its  "snake  rings  "  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
"  bridge  rings  "  substituted.  (I  say  nothing  about 
salmon  or  pike  rods,  where  the  greatest  strength  is 
perhaps  of  tho  greatest  importance.) 

I  see  the  authorship  of  the  "bridge  ring"  is 
apparently  attributed  to  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.,  a 
point  on  which  I  give  no  opinion;  but  it  is  only 
fair  to  say  that  the  set  of  "  bridge  rings  "  which  I 
had  put  on  my  rod  was  supplied  to  me  by  Messrs. 
Foster  Bros.,  of  Ashbourne,  Derbyshire,  as  well  as 
the  sat  I  have  recently  had  engraved  as  illustrations 
to  the  revised  (10th)  edition  of  the  Badminton 
Library,  vol.  1,  on  "  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing," 
which  I  am  now  passing  through  the  pre^s. 

Massrs.  Foster  Bros,  informed  me  that  "  their 
late  father  was  the  first  to  make  rod  rings  of  the 
bridge  shape.  He,  however,  put  no  name  on  them. 
He  always  reckoned  them  to  be  less  liable  to  catch 
or  foul  tho  line.  We  have  rods  now  that  he  used 
as  far  back  as  the  early  fifties  with  the  bridge  shape 
of  wire  rings  on  them.  He  used  these  rings  at 
first  exclusively  for  bottom  fishing  and  spinning 
rods." 

Whoever  may  have  been  the  author,  I  am  glad 
to  be  fortified  in  my  favourable  opinion  of  the 
bridge  rings  by  so  "expert"  an  authority  on  the 
subject  as  your  correspondent — Yours  truly, 

H.  Cholmondeley  Pbnnell. 

[Mr.  Howse  knows  tho  old  Stoke  Newington 
Storr's  tackla  much  better  than  I  do,  and  I  confess 
I  was  a  little  surprised  when  he  sent  me  one  with 
tho  small  trianglo  looped  on  behind  the  large  one. 
I  have  an  idea  that  I  gave  an  illustration  of  the 


tackle  showing  only  one  largo  triangle,  but  it  ia 
<(uito  possible  I  was  mistaken.  Tho  tackle  used  to 
bo  made  by  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co. — Ed.] 

[Sin(:o  writing  the  above  I  find  that  when  Mr. 
Storr  first  brought  out  his  flight  ho  had  tho  largest 
ordinary  triangle — just  one  ordinary  large  trebla 
hook  ;  afterwards  ho  had  tho  triangle  hook  made 
flat  on  one  side,  long  shank  and  eyed.  He  later 
added  the  small  triangle  on  gimp  loop.  I  cannot 
find  it  was  over  illustrated,  and  to  Mr.  Pennell 
belongs  tho  credit  of  making  this  useful  flight 
known. — Ed.] 


CASTING  REELS. 

Dear  Sik, — Referring  to  Mr.  LevLson's  paper 
re  light  casting  tackle  and  subsequent  letters,  1  feel 
called  upon  to  say  something  (with  a  strong  egostical 
flavour)  in  defence  of  the  English  style,  which  I 
have  found  satisfactory  and  pleasant  enough  as 
modified  below,  and  very  much  cheaper. 

Light,  pliant  rods  I  have  always  believed  in,  Vjut 
ths  majority  of  Eiiglisa  casting  reels — though  often 
beautifully  made,  strong,  and  durable — are  in  my 
view  far  too  bulky  and  haavy  to  work  harmoniously 
with  such  rods.  The  ideal  ungeared  casting  reel 
(the  simplicity  of  which  is  not  to  be  despised )  would 
be  quite  without  weight  in  its  revolving  member, 
which  being  impossib'e,  like  so  many  ideals,  we 
must  be  content  with  the  nearest  possible  approach 
thereto  consistent  with  ample  strength  for  playing 
heavy  fish,  but  not  providing  for  the  appliance 
being  trodden  on  or  banged  about,  as  no  trua 
angler  would  subject  it  to  such  usage.  No  such 
thing  was  obtainable  of  a  neat  and  compact  pattern, 
so  throe  or  four  years  back  I  turned  to  and  made  it. 

The  result  was  a  reel  3|in.  diameter  and  only 
IJin.  thick  over  all,  with  barrel  of  light  hardwood  so 
turned  as  to  remove  every  grain  of  useless  weight, 
with  ventilating  and  weight  reducing  holes  in  both 
flange  and  cylinder,  and  bearing  one  handle  of 
aluminium,  the  stout  back  plate  being  of  vulcanite. 
This  reel  holds  100  to  150  yards  of  silk  pike  line, 
weighs  but  a  tiifle,  oasts  one-handed  very  easily, 
and  never  overrims.  I  never  use  a  ratchet  check 
myself,  it  is  too  noisy;  and  my  reel  has  a  split 
gun-metal  milled  nut  on  spindle,  a  half  turn  to 
which  prevents  chance  of  a  tangle  should  a  fish 
take  the  bait  in  a  hurry  while  the  rod  is  out  of  one's 
hand.  It  is  comfortably  carried  in  the  pocket  if 
desired,  a  virtue  often  of  value  to  anyone  who  cycles, 
aa  I  nearly  always  do,  to  his  fishing,  and  the  cost 
of  it  is  not  much  more  than  a  twentieth  of  that  of 
the  most  expensive  multiplier  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Levison. — Yours  truly,  J.  C.  W. 


TROUT  TRANSFERRING  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask  your  advice  under  the 
following  circumstances: — -I  am  about  to  help  in 
stocking  a  pool  with  brown  trout,  and  have  had 
placed  at  ray  disposal  the  fish  in  a  rapid  little 
mountain  stream  about  a  yard  wide  running 
through  waste  land.  The  pool  I  wish  to  stock  is 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  stream, 
which  cannot  be  connected.  How  should  I  proceed 
to  catch  the  fish  in  the  stream  and  convey  alive 
to  tha  pool  ?  Your  kiadly  advice  would  be  much 
esteemed. — Yours  truly,  A  Welshman. 

Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

[If  the  water  is  of  a  kind  which  cannot  easily  be 
netted,  the  best  plan  is  to  put  a  dam  across  a  short 
distance  above  the  lower  end,  and  then  get  the  fish 
out  with  landing  nets  or  the  hands.  Then  go  a 
little  further  upstream  and  make  another  dam.  It 
can  be  done  by  putting  in  a  hurdle  or  two  and 
then  some  sods,  so  as  to  keep  back  the  water  for  a 
short  time  while  the  fish  are  got  out. — Ed.] 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  THE  LUNE 
LANCASHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  report  read  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Lune  Fishery  Board,  held  at  Lancaster  on 
Jan.  9,  showed  that  the  wet  weather  had  brought 
up  the  river  more  salmon  than  there  had  been  for 
the  last  thirteen  years.  At  least  300  salmon  had 
been  caught  with  rod  and  line,  while  netting  in  the 
estuary  was  equally  successful.  Trout  were  more 
numerous  than  ever,  and  the  licences  issued  for  the 
season  (1249)  were  a  reoord.  The  y^ar  began  with 
a  credit  balance  of  £86,  which  now  stands  at  €152. 
Tho  salmon  spawning  season  was  reported  to  be 
one  of  the  best  ever  known. 

With  reference  to  a  recommendation  from  tha 
proprietors  of  the  upper  reaches  that  the  salmon 
fishing  should  be  extended  a  fortnight  later,  as  used 
to  be  the  case,  it  was  pointed  out  that  it  was  too 
late  to  make  the  alteration  for  the  coming  season 
and  the  matter  stood  over  for  future  consideration! 

The  Board  decided  to  place  £100  of  the  balance 
to  a  special  reserve  fund.  It  was  reported  that  Mr. 
Fryers,  Government  Inspector,  considered  that  tha 
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fish-pass  at  Skerton  Weir  was  not  efficient,  and  the 
Board  decided  to  consider  the  matter. — Yours  truly, 
1 9,  New  Station-street,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Leeds. 

ROD  RINGS  AND  KINKING. 
Dear  Sir, — During  a  long  angling  career  I  have 
given  a  thorough  trial  to  all  sorts  of  rod  rings — 
loose,  upright,  bridge,  and  snake,  all  have  faults 
and  failings ;  indeed,  who  or  what  hasn't  ?  We  aim 
at  perfection,  but  seldom  attain  it.  In  my  opinion 
no  ring  yet  invented  can  compare  with  those  of 
porcelain  made  by  Mr.  Dale,  Hanley,  Staffordshire. 
They  are  totally  different  in  design  and  material  to 
any  other,  being  made  of  earthenware,  a  substance 
peculiar  to  the  Potteries,  and  similar  to  that  which 
insulators  used  on  telegraph  poles  are  composed  of ; 
it  is  exceedingly  hard,  takes  a  high  polish,  and  has 
a  broad,  flat,  flanged  surface — important  factors  in 
reducing  friction  to  a  minimum — thereby  prolonging 
the  life  of  a  line  considerably.  Anyone  who  spins 
much  knows  that  wire  rings  soon  wear  into  fur- 
rows and  fray  the  line,  but  that  is  rendered 
impossible  with  porcelain  rings  ;  there  is  not  the 
slightest  furrow  in  mine,  and  I  have  used  them  on 
these  rods  for  over  two  seas^ons,  and  given  them 
plenty  of  hard  work,  too.  Their  only  drawback  is 
liability  to  fracture  ;  this,  however,  can  easily  be 
obviated  with  ordinary  care.  I  have  not  had  a 
breakage  yet.  Their  appearance  is  also  somewhat 
against  them ;  but  as  one  of  your  correspondents 
observes,  "handsome  is  that  handsome  does."  I 
have  no  personal  or  pecuniary  interest  either  in  Mr. 
Dale  or  his  rings  ;  indeed,  we  are  perfect  strangers 
to  each  other  (rings,  of  course,  excepted ),  and  I  can 
with  every  confidence  recommend  them.  Spinning 
is  now  a  positive  pleasure,  a  hitch  up  or  smash  is 
unknown.  Re  kinking  or  twisting  of  lines,  common- 
sense,  based  upon  reasoning  and  close  observation, 
tells  me  that  rod  rings  have  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  causing  a  twist  or  kink :  it  is  the  con- 
tinuous rapid  rotation  of  the  bait  in  one  direction, 
and  the  remedy  is  equally  plain — use  plenty  of 
swivels  and  belly  leads. — Yours  truly. 

The  Boston  Bittern. 
[Mr.  Dale's  capital  rings  have  been  noticed  favour- 
ably in  the  Fishing   Gazette  on  more  than  one 
occasion. — ^Ed.J 


"CONDOR  QUILLS." 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  often  wondered  lately  if  your 
readers  who  tie  their  own  trout  flies  have  taken  the 
advantage  of  S3curing  a  stock  of  condor  quills, 
while  so  many  thousands  are  being  sold ;  if  not,  I 
would  strongly  recommend  them  to  give  the  condor 
quills  a  trial,  and,  if  they  like  them,  to  secure  a 
stock  while  they  are  available.  Personally,  I  con- 
sider that  they  make  the  neatest  and  most  natural 
of  bodies  when  dyed  for  trout  flies.  I  enclose  you 
a  quill  and  some  dyed  strands  stripped,  and  would 
be  very  glad  of  your  valued  opinion  on  them. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  H.  Roby. 

[The  feather  is  a  very  fine  specimen,  and  the  dyed 
strands  are  A  1,  being  so  fine  and  yet  tough.  Mr. 
Halford  says :  "  Tail  and  pinion  feathers  from  the 
condor  and  the  adjutant  are  very  difficult  to  obtain, 
but  immeasurably  superior  to  any  other  quills  for 
bodies,  whether  dyed  or  in  their  natural  state.' '  I 
was  not  aware  that  there  were  so  many  condors  on 
the  market  now.  What  is  the  cause  of  the  big 
supply  ?  Anyway,  we  are  all  much  obliged  to 
Mr.  Koby  for  the  hint. — Ed.] 

THE  "GREENLAND  BULLHEAD." 

Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  your  editorial  note 
appended  to  Mr.  AHalo's  statement  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  9  from  the  Morning  Leader,  I  beg  to 
say  that  the  strange  fish  in  question  will  be  sent  to 
you  by  one  of  my  townsmen,  Mr.  Boyce  (who 
caught  it),  for  your  opinion  on  the  same. — Yours 
truly,  Your  Nottingham  Reporter. 

[I  received  the  fish  all  right  from  Mr.  Alfred 
Boyce,  9,  Lower  Talbot-street,  Nottingham,  who 
tells  me  he  caught  it  when  live-baiting  for  pike  near 
Beeston.  It  was  not  foul-hooked.  Mr.  Boyce  says 
the  name  given  it  by  the  naturalist  who  set  it  up  is 
Cottua  scorpius,  variety  Groenlandicus.  I  compared 
it  with  the  plate  in  Day's  "British  Fishes,"  and  it  cer- 
tainly seemed  to  be  the  sea-scorpion,  Co«ms  scorpius, 
and  Mr.  G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  of  the  British 
Museum,  Cromwell-road,  t')  whom  I  sent  it,  says  : — 
"  Dear  Mr.  iVIarston, — The  fi^h  is  a  sea-scorpion, 
Cottus  scorpius,  a  species  which  does  not  reach  over 
a  foot  in  length. — Yours  very  truly,  G.  A.  Boulen- 
ger." It  teems  to  be  identical  with  the  specimen 
figured  by  Day  as  the  Graenland  variety,  which,  he 
says,  is  occasionally  caught  on  our  coasts, — Ed.] 

A  MOORLAND  SALMON  STREAM. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Claude  F. 
■yVade  still  holds  a  brief  in  the  matter  of  the  Lyn. 


Who,  as  a  lover  of  the  Lyn,  has  not  read — aye, 
and  read  times  over — Mr.  Wade's  faithfully-written 
little  work,  "  Exmoor  Streams"  7  and  what  angler 
is  there  upon  whom  the  Lyn  has  cast  her  charm 
who  has  not,  in  imagination  at  least,  tramped  with 
him  along  the  river  he  so  vividly  describes  ? 

Mr.  Wade's  enthraldom  by  the  Lyn,  on  his  own 
confession,  covers  some  forty  years,  while  mine  has 
already  compelled  about  twenty  visits  of  some 
duration,  so  both  can  claim  to  have  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  river,  its  fish,  and  its  fishing. 

The  charm  of  the  beautiful  surroundings  is,  to  me 
at  least,  enhanced  by  throwing  the  fly  to  capture  the 
Lyn  trout,  but  the  introduction  of  the  worm  bag 
when  endeavouring  to  capture  the  Lyn  salmon  brings 
an  unwelcome  factor  upon  the  scene,  which  some- 
what mars  the  charm.  Mr.  Wade,  in  his  book,  is 
with  me  in  bemoaning  the  worm  as  the  bait  to  effect 
the  salmon's  capture,  and  to  find  a  more  interesting 
lure  was  the  object  of  my  article. 

1 1  is  true,  as  Mr.  Wade  points  out,  that  there  are 
but  few  pools  or  runs  where  a  salmon  fly  can  be 
thrown,  but  early  in  September  last  there  were 
salmon  lying  in  at  least  ten  runs  I  could  name 
where  a  fly  could  be  presented.  In  several  of  these 
heavy  stickles  salmon  betrayed  their  presence  by 
rising  again  and  again  in  the  same  places,  and  throe 
of  these  fish  I  took  (in  the  presence  of  witnesses)  by 
casting  a  worm  well  above  the  fish  and  allowing  the 
stream  to  sweep  the  bait  round  just  in  front  of  the  fish, 
which  was  plainly  visible.  In  each  case  the  fish  was 
seen  to  strike  the  bait,  and  was  struck  at  once  as  in  fly 
fishing.  Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  ask  Mr.  Wade  (quite  good- 
humouredly)  what  was  there  to  prevent  a  salmon 
fly  from  being  worked  properly  in  these  cases. 
Unfortunately,  I  met  with  an  accident  in  playing  one 
of  the  said  fish,  which  prematurely  ended  my  visit, 
and  thus  prevented  me  carrying  out  my  intention 
of  trying  a  big  Alexandra  (which  I  had  had  specially 
made)  to  capture  a  large  fish  in  the  tail  of  Z  pool 
which  was  seen  by  several  people  to  take  my  worm 
and  reject  it  before  I  could  safely  strike.  The  fish 
came  again  and  again,  but  would  not  fasten. 

I  do  not  remember  reading  in  Mr.  Wade's  book 
this  more  interesting  method  of  using  the  worm 
where  the  fish  can  be  seen,  but  I  am  sure  Mr.  Wade 
not  only  knows  of  it  but  has  taken  fish  thereby. 

With  regard  to  "that  long  pool,"  Mr.  Wade  is 
quite  right  about  the  difficulty  of  throwing  the 
fly,  but  could  not  the  strong  stream  through  this 
pool  be  made  use  of  in  working  a  weighted  fly  or 
prawn  through  the  pool  for  some  twenty  to  thirty 
yards,  where  nearly  all  the  fish  were  lying  at  my 
last  visit  ?  A  worm  so  worked  by  me  proved 
irresistible  to  one  big  salmon  there,  as  Willie  Bale, 
of  Lynmouth  (well  known  to  Mr.  Wade),  can 
testify. 

I  have  often  been  tempted  to  repeat  an  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  with  fly  over  "  the  lower  part  of  a  well- 
known  pool  not  very  far  up  from  the  sea,"  but, 
nulla  fides,  nulla  spes,  the  attempt  was  never 
repeated.  What  an  ideal  ceist  it  looks !  but  only 
when  the  white  water  near  the  fall  is  overcrowded 
have  liseen  fish  moving  in  the  lower  pool. 

Mr.  Wade  raises  an  objection  to  the  fine  tackle 
described  in  ray  article.  As  a  matter  of  fact.  I 
could  not  get  a  fish  to  look  at  a  bait  on  salmon 
or  sea  trout  tackle  when  the  river  had  run  "  fine," 
and  I  used  the  thicker  portion  of  Bale's  trout  casts, 
which  speaks  well  for  the  casts.  From  choice  I 
should  use,  in  an  ordinary  water,  sea  trout  tackle 
as  recommended  by  Mr.  Wade.  I  hold  that  the 
tackle  in  use  generally  at  the  present  day  is  stronger 
than  really  is  requisite,  and  too  strong  tackle  is,  in 
my  opinion,  a  spoil  sport.  Time,  and  an  even 
strain,  will  kill  any  ordinary  salmon. 

I  unintentionaily  did  my  unfortunate  fellow  angler 
an  injustice  in  my  article,  as  it  would  appear  there 
that  seventeen  fish  broke  his  tackle.  True  it  is  that 
he  was  broken  by  fish,  but  in  some  cases  the  hook 
failed  to  penetrate  the  hard  roof  of  the  mouth  of  the 
fish  (he  was  fishing  directly  above  his  fish)  and  gave 
up  its  hold  after  more  or  le  s  of  a  strusgle.  More- 
over, my  friend  used  sea-trout  gut  and  generally 
fished  the  heavy  water. 

I  can  assure  Mr.  Wade  that  several  salmon  were 
seen  rising  methodically  by  Bale  and  myself,  one 
particular  fish  rose  half  a  dozen  times,  and  the  white 
of  his  mouth  was  plainly  distinguishable.  This 
incident  led  us  to  determine  upon  having  made  up 
for  the  coming  season  some  large  "California"  flies, 
which  for  the  capture  of  big  fish  on  the  Lyn  cannot 
be  excelled.  I  hope  a  future  article  to  your  Fishing 
Gazette  may  be  headed  "  Capture  of  a  Lyn  Salmon 
on  the  Fly." — Yours  truly,     .  J.  D.  P. 


,   EYED  F,  GUT-TIED  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  much  interested  to  read  "  Val 
Conson's"  letter  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  9,  and  have 
carefully  digested  Ids  tersely  stated  points  on  this 
question.  I  hope  he  will  forgive  me  if  I  appear  to 
have  singled  him  out  as  an  object  for  attack  by  the 


adherents  of  the  eyed  flies.  He  was,  however,  if  I 
may  use  the  expression,  the  senior  (if  not  the  only) 
counsel  who  held  the  brief  for  the  blind  hook  party,  j 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  crux  of  the  whole  argu-  j 
ment  lies  in  the  following  question — namely.  Is  the  J 
difference  in  weight  between  the  blind  hook  and  the  | 
eyed  hook,  with  its  increased  thickness  of  wire,  and 
the  eye  of  the  hook,  so  material  as  to  cause  the  ' 
eyed  hook  to  fall  clumsily  on  the  water,  thus  pre-  j 
venting  a  trout  from  rising  to  it  which  might  other-  j 
wise  have  risen  at  the  blind  hook  ?    "  Val  Conson,"  ! 
speaking  from  experience  and  the  use  of  both  kinds 
of  hook,  says  that  it  is.    This  ought  to  be  conclu- 
sive, as,  after  all,  an  ounce  of  practice  is  worth  a 
ton  of  theory,  and  endless  letters  to  the  Fishing  | 
Gazette  ;  and  "  Val  Conson's  "  experience  as  an  angler  ' 
must  far  exceed  my  own,  although  I  have  fished  as  ] 
often  as  I  could  got  the  chance  since  I  was  a  boy  of  I 
ten — sixteen  years  ago  now.    The  only  authority,  I  1 
suppose,  who  could  give  an  answer  satisfactory  and 
conclusive  to  both  parties  would  be  our  beloved 
friend  "  A.  Trout,  Esq.,"  but  I  am  afraid  his  language 
regarding  hooks  of  all  kinds  would  be  too  expressive  i 
and  unparliamentary  even  for  an  angler's  magazine.  4 

Still  I  "hae  ma  doots,"  and  we  Scotties  are  1 
sometimes  hard  to  convince.    I  have  carefully  com-  1 
pared  a  No.  2  eyed  hook  with  one  of  a  similar  size 
dressed  on  gut.    Appearances,  it  is  said,  are  decep- 
tive, but  I  honestly  think  he  would  be  a  very  well 
educated  trout  indeed,  and  one  whose  powers  of 
discrimination  were  abnormally  developed,  who 
would  notice  the  difference  between  the  two  hooks 
if  presented  to  him  in  a  proper  manner.    After  all, 
can  you  and  I,  Mr.  Conson,  not  agree  to  differ  ? 
What's  the  odds  so  long  as  you're  happy  ?  Half 
the  pleasure  of  our  beloved  sport  would  vanish  if  ' 
we  were  all  tied  down  to  the  same  hard  and  fast  ' 
opinions  regarding  our  tackle.    It  is  the  man  who  | 
is  continually  experimenting  to  find  out  improve- 
ments in  his  equipment  who  gets  the  most  enjoy-  ; 
ment  from  his  hobby,  whatever  it  may  be. 

Perhaps  stern  experience  will  bring  me  round  to 
"  Val  Conson's  "  way  of  thinking,  but  I  intend  to 
test  the  question  thoroughly  before  returning  as  a 
penitent  to  the  ranks  of  the  old-fashioned  and  ' 
conservative   "blinds."     Perhaps   some  of  your  , 
correspondents,  sir,  who  have  given  up  blind  hooks 
for  eyed  in  river  fLshing,  could  say  if  they  noticed 
any  falling  off  in  their  baskets  or  in  the  number  of  . 
fish  they  rose  ? 

What  a  storm  (gale,  in  fact)  in  a  tea-cup  some 
men  will  say  who  read  these  letters.    True,  indeed,  ' 
but  I  hold  that  it  is  these  very  storms  which  add  to  ! 
the  pleasure  of  our  sport,  and  sometimes  the  storm  > 
is  strong  enough  to  blow  down  the  barriers  erected 
by  prejudice  and  conservatism. — Yours  truly, 

New  Subscriber. 


SNAKE-RINGS  AND  KINKING. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — May  I  thank  many  of  the  ■ 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  their  replies  to 
my  kinking  query  which  you  published  on  Oct.  17, 
1903.  I  have  altered  my  rod,  and  have  now  four 
porcelain  rings  on  it  and  the  old  revolving  top  ring, 
but  have  not  yet  had  time  or  opportunity  to  satisfy 
myself  as  to  its  being  quite  all  right  under  those 
greatest  of  all  kinking  conditions — namely,  having 
to  cast  hard  and  high  with  a  jerk  against  a  strong  , 
wind  where  the  ground  behind  and  at  the  sides  of 
you  is  impeded  by  rocks,  bank,  bushes,  and  trees, 
or  even  buildings.  When  this  method  of  casting 
has  to  be  adopted,  the  line  becomes  slack  between 
the  bait  and  the  reel  in  mid  air,  and  the  wind 
flutters  it  as  it  flies  through  the  rings,  the  line  not 
being  taut.  I  maintain  this  is  the  chief  cause  of 
the  kink  (more  noticeable  with  angular  lines  than 
round  ones),  because,  when  the  conditions  for 
casting  are  easy,  it  occurs  to  a  much  less  extent.  i 
When  all  is  plain  sailing  the  reel  is  easily  made  to  I 
keep  pace  with  the  flight  of  the  bait,  and  all  is  taut 
from  the  commencement  of  the  swing  (not  jerk)  to 
final  increase  of  braking  pressure  with  finger,  that 
checks  it  entirely,  without  jerk  to  the  flight  of  the 
bait.  Under  easy  conditions  there  is  no  arc  of  line  ' 
between  bait  and  rod  tip  when  the  bait  has  lost  its 
impetus  in  mid  air.  Under  hard  conditions  I  must 
differ,  but  only  in  this  one  respect,  with  the  admir- 
able letter  of  Baron  Tcherkassov  in  the  issue : 
of  Jan.  9,  as  to  the  line  running  through  the  rings 
"  so  loosely." 

If  it  runs  very  loosely  and  the  face  wind  flutters  ' 
it.  kinking,  with  snake  rings,  occurs  markedly  at 
once.  Now  when  a  corkscrew  is  bored  into  a  cork. 
one  twisting  motion  stnds  it  in  and  the  reverse  action 
takes  it  out.  Therefore,  on  winding  in  the  bait  the 
kmk  ought  to  be  taken  out.  This,  however,  does 
not  occur,  because  the  line  does  not  flutter  then 
round  the  spiral  turn  of  the  snake  ring,  as  it  is  kept 
taut  by  the  resistance  of  the  water,  and  comes  in 
contact  in  a  straight  line  with  the  rings  from  tip  to 
left  hand,  below  lowest  ring. 

I  do  not  like  the  angle  at  which  the  line  leaves 
the  reel  to  the  first  ring,  and  think  if  the  reel  wer« 


/ 


January  16,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


53 


putr  on  as  for  a  left-handed  man,  the  line  (wound  on 
reel  right-handed,  of  course)  then  adopting  the  course 
indicated  by  the  dots  in  the  illustration  I  send  you, 
might  prove  an  advantage,  if  one  could  cast  with  it 
that  way,  and  had  rings  that  kept  the  line  off  the  rod 
in  winding  in  again.    I  hope  to  try  it  next  time  out. 

The  two  lengths  of  hair  I  enclose  are  picked  at 
random,  in  th3  dark  almost,  from  my  now  very 
small  supply  ;  I  have  not  tried  them,  but  hope  you 
will  break  them  on  a  spring  balance  up  to  21b.,  and 
not  use  them  on  a  "holiday"!  I  would  have 
made  you  up  a  line  had  you  been  a  Jacob  to  a 
hairy  Esau.  Yes,  "Clarence,"  I  used  gut  years 
ago,  and  will  have  to  now  again  very  shortly  I 
fear,  as  poor  oM  Will  Kitchen,  of  Mardale,  is  gone, 
who  got  me  such  good  prey  round  from  the  "  top 
side  of  a  Filley  tail  ont'  Fells." — Yours  truly, 

Oliver  Procter. 

[Mr.  Procter's  notes  and  suggestions  have  raised 
Fome  very  interesting  points.  The  hair  he  sends  is 
very  good  ;  I  am  giving  it  to  a  keen  roach  angler, 
as  1  find  my  holidays  too  short  to  use  hair.  With 
luck  I  could  kill  a  very  good  trout  on  hair  such  as 
this,  but  with  gut  I  could  kill  it  in  a  quarter  the 
time.  A'l  the  same  I  should  often  use  hair  if  I  had 
time  and  found  any  advantage  in  doing  so.  As 
regard-i  winding  ths  line  on  the  reel  so  that  it  runs 
off  from  the  top  of  the  coil  on  the  barrel  instead  of 
from  underneath,  this  could  be  done  I  think  with  a 
multiplier  made  for  the  purpose,  or  by  putting  the 
line  on  an  ordinary  reel  the  reverse  way  and  wind- 
ing the  handle  the  reverse  way  ;  but  there  would 
always  be  the  chance  of  forgetting  that  you  had  to 
turn  the  reverse  way  ! — Ed.] 


ARTIFICIAL  FISH  CULTURE  IN  THE 
YEAR  115  B.C. 

Dear  Sir, — Looking  up  my  old  copy  of  "  Lem- 
priere's  Classical  Dictionary "  I  have  stumbled 
acro.ss  the  following  : — 

"  Lucius  Licinius  Lucullus,  a  Roman,  was  cele- 
brated for  his  fondness  for  luxury,  and  also  for  his 
military  talents.  He  was  born  about  115  years 
before  the  Christian  Era,"  etc.,  etc. 

After  a  good  deal  more  of  this  kind  of  thing — 
interesting  to  the  historian — comes  the  part  which 
I  fancy  may  prove  of  interest  to  fish-culturists,  who 
think  it  trouble  and  expense  enough  to  make  the 
necessary  artificial  ponds  even  with  our  modern 
engineering  facilities. 

"  Lucullus,  in  his  retirement,  was  fond  of  artificial 
variety ;  subterraneous  caves  and  passages  were 
dug  under  the  hills  on  the  coast  of  Campania,  and 
the  sea  water  was  conveyed  round  the  house  and 
pleasure  grounds,  where  the  fishes  flocked  in  such 
abundance  that  not  less  than  25,000  pounds  worth" 
(«'ci  "  were  sold  at  his  death." 

.  This  historical  narrative  proves  one  of  two  things 
— namely  (1),  that  the  artificial  cultivation  of  fish 
(and  of  sea  fish,  too)  was  successfully  carried  out 
115  B.C.;  or  (2)  that  tall  fish  stories  were  not 
unknown  even  at  that  early  datf.  I  am  inclined 
to  hope  that  the  story  is  substantially  true  for  this 
reason — namely,  that  such  a  fact  if  founded  on  truth 
would  be  highly  interesting,  whereas  fish  stories, 
tall  and  short,  are  as  plentiful  as  gooseberries.  Is 
there  any  connection  between  Esox  lucius  and 
Lucius  Lucullus  ? — Yours  truly,         E.  M.  Tod. 

[Dr.  Wm.  Smith  gives  the  date  of  the  death  of 
Lucullu.s  as  B.C.  57  or  56,  and  says  he  introduced 
cherries  into  Italy.  Mr.  Tod's  note  is  very  interesting 
anyway — chestnut  or  no  chestnut. — ^Ed.] 


LARGE  BREAM. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  "Bobbing  Float" 
and  other  writers  on  the  subject  of  "Large  Bream," 
in  your  issue  of  Jan.  9,  to  hear  the  Highbury 
Angling  Society's  record.  Mr.  G.  Westrup  has 
had  bream  over  Gib.  —  namely,  one  of  61b.  on 
Sept.  25,  1897,  one  of  61b.  2oz.  on  July  16,  1899, 
one  of  71b.  loz.  on  July  3,  1900,  largest  of  three 
weighing  181b.  14oz.  ;  also  two  of  61b.  7oz.  and 
r.lb.  1.3oz.  on  Aug.  26,  1902;  Mr.  C.  L.  Scholefield, 
one  of  61b.  l^oz.  on  July  16,  1899;  Mr.  F.  Bery, 
one  of  61b.  12oz.  on  July  2,  1800,  and  one  of 
61  b.  2ioz.  on  Aug.  31,  1900,  and  Mr.  G.  Bayner, 
one  of  61b.  fioz.  on  Aug.  26,  1902.  Many  other 
large  bream  have  been  recorded  by  members,  Mr. 
W.  T.  Attwood's  catch  of  five  weighing  251b. — 
largest,  51b.  1 3oz. — being  one  of  the  best. 

All  these  fish  w«re  taken  from  the  Lea,  and  many 
are  on  view  at  the  society's  headquarters  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Bedford-square,  W.C. — Yours 

^'U'y"  CASTELrRANC. 


MR,  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL'S  SINGLE- 
TRIANGLE  SPINNING  FLIGHT. 
Dear  Sir, — It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  notice, 
in  your  issue  of  Jan.  9,  that  I  am  thought  by  Mr. 
Cholmondeloy  Ponnell  (for  whose  opinion  in  all 
mattera  of  sport,  and  especially  of  pike  fishing,  I 


have  the  very  greatest  deference)  to  have  sent  you 
the  letter  I  did  with  the  intention  of  detracting 
from  the  originality  of  his  invention  in  the  matter 
of  the  single  triangle  spinning  flight — nothing  was 
further  from  my  thoughts  at  the  time  I  wrote  to 
you.  In  fact,  what  I  really  thought  was  that  Mr, 
Pennell,  as  well  as  your  other  readers,  might  be 
interested  to  know  how  correct  were  the  anticipa- 
tions given  by  him  of  the  probable  success  of  the 
flight  in  question.  The  late  Mr.  Ogden,  sen.,  died 
(if  my  memory  serves  me  right)  about  twenty  years 
ago  or  more,  and  at  that  time  it  was  not  thought 
necessary,  whatever  it  may  be  now,  to  publish 
accounts  in  the  papers  of  each  of  the  countless 
"wrinkles"  which  brother  anglers  gave  one  con- 
cerning the  various  classes  of  fishing  in  which  we 
were  mutually  interested.  Regretting,  however,  if, 
by  anything  which  I  have  written.  I  have  given 
unintentional  annoyance  to  Mr.  Pennell. — Yours 
truly,  B.  C.  Littlewood. 


A  TRAILING  TRIANGLE  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  conclusion  of  a 
most  interesting  article  on  "  Minnow  Fishing  for 
Trout  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazftte  recently,  is  the 
triangle  or  treble  trailing  two  or  three  inches  behind 
the  bait  intended  to  hook  the  fish  "  in  "  or  "  out "  ? 

It  appears  to  me  the  latter,  and  therefore  not 
sportsmanlike,  as  surely  a  fish  does  not  open  its 
mouth  until  right  up  to  the  mirmow. — Yours  truly, 

Liverpool.  Hy.  L.  Goldsmith.' 

[It  depends  on  the  size  of  the  bait,  but  certainly 
for  any  trout  bait  one  and  a  half  inch  behind  the 
tail  of  the  bait  is  quite  long  enough  ;  and  anything 
beyond  that  is  getting  nearer  to  the  unsportsman- 
like as  Mr  Goldsmith  says. — Ed.] 


ROD  RINGS. 
Dear  Sir, — We  notice  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  2 
a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  C.  Cattley,  of  New  York,  re 
"  A  Patent  Detachable  Rod  Ring  or  Guide."  A 
similar  ring  or  guide  was  registered  by  us  in  France 
as  far  back  as  1899,  Registered  No.  13307.  (We 
did  not  think  it  worth  a  patent.)    We  may  add 


that  ours  was  not  detachable,  but  in  every  other 
respect  resembles  the  one  patented  by  Mr.  Cattley. 

We  have  tried  these  rings  repeatedly  on  spinning 
and  other  rods,  and  found  they  developed  the  defect 
you  mention  in  your  editorial  note,  in  fact,  if 
placed  along  the  rod  they  are  absolutely  intolerable, 
and  are  calculated  to  make  you  forget  your  rehgious 
teachings.  We  use  them  exclusively  for  top  rings, 
and  they  prove  very  useful  for  tight-line  fishermen, 
the  line  being  looped  and  passed  over  a  small  metal 
winder  fixed  on  the  last  joint;  it  is  then  wound 
round  the  top  until  the  head  ring  is  reached  where 
it  is  slipped  into  the  spiral. 

It  is  easily  attached  and  detached,  and  no  knots 
required.  We  enclose  yo\i  rough  design  of  these 
rings  as  registered  by  us  here. — Yours  truly, 

^'^■ris-  Wyers  Frebes. 


ROACH  AND  ROACH  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir,— I  really  had  no  idea  that  I  was 
"proudly  presumptive."  It  only  shows  how  one 
can  be  mistaken.  It  appears  that  I  was  wrong  in 
saying:  " The  hundreds  of  anglers  I  fished  among 
we-e  a  source  of  amusement  to  me."  "  J.  H.  R.  B." 
is  correct,  and  I  tender  my  thanks.  In  paragraph  3 
he  says :  "  Water  which  can  be  searched  with  a 
20-footer."  If  I  were  to  siy  a  20-yarder  I  know 
what  I  should  expect.  On  Nov.  21  he  says  :  "  With 
a  running  line  the  angler  can  use  finer  tackle  than 
a  'tight  liner'  dare  look  at."  Talk  about  an 
absurdity  !  Same  paragraph  (3)  he  says  :  "  '  F.  M.' 
adds  to  his  long  list  of  absurd  promu'gations  by 
calmly  stating  that  he  can  fish  with  a  light  ledger 
on  a  10-foot  rod  any  water  which  can  be 
searched  with  a  20-footer  and  a  running  line." 

This  needs  absolutely  no   comment  whatever  

absolutely  none ;  for  I  never  said  anything  of  the 
kind.  Another  of  his  absurdities.  Oh,  that 
people  would  learn  to  read  !  Some  years  before 
"J.  H.  R.  B."  was  born  I  fished  swims  from  12ft. 
to  24ft.  and  more  with  a  10ft.  6in.  rod,  often  over 
weeds,  without  a  reel,  and  caught  heaps  of  fish- 
bream,  roach,  dace,  perch,  flounders,  and  even 
chub — for  the  simple  reason  that  I  had  no  chance 
of  getting  one.  One  must  agree  with  •'  J.  H.  R.  B." 
or  one  is  "  proudly  presumptive." 

How  can  he  possibly  tell  what  I  can  or  cannot 
do  with  a  10ft.  6in.  rod  and  light  ledger,  either  with 


or  without  a  float  ?  I  repeat  I  have  fished  hundreds 
of  times  in  at  least  ton  different  rivers  with  a 
10ft.  Gin.  rod,  and  can  fish  swims,  r-ithor  with  or 
without  a  ref'l,  that  ho  could  nf)t  with  a  20ft.  rod 
and  running  lino.  How  on  earth  could  he,  and 
when  adopting  tho  latter  method,  with  the  match- 
dodge  linn,  hook,  play,  and  land  the  fish  without 
giving  slack  lino  ?  "  Never  touch  the  line  when 
playing  a  fish."  Twaddle !  I  somotimos  prefer  to 
fish  without  a  reel.  I  did  last  summer,  and  that 
with  the  rnatch-dodge  lin3,  which  enabled  me  to 
have  a  tight  or  running  line  as  I  pleased.  For 
several  reasons  I  would  sooner  leger  in  the  swim  he 
describes  one  hour  than  fish  with  the  float  six.  I 
could  fish  the  18ft.  hole  he  refers  to  on  Dec.  5  with 
a  traveller,  the  swim  he  first  described,  Syds. 
(not  ISyds.)  from  tho  side,  in  two  or  three  different 
ways,  if  it  were  28ft.  as  easily  as  ono  18ft.  in  depth. 
In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  9  the  scene  changes, 
and  what  a  scone  !  It  is  enough  to  make  a  cat 
laugh  —  anglers  fishing  in  the  Nottingham  style 
(with  rods  probably  never  intended  for  it), 
forsooth,  "  over  one  solid  mass  of  weeds  five  yard? 
from  the  bank."  Fancy  that!  "Many  large  fish 
being  lost  in  the  weeds'."  "Tight-lining  was  like- 
wise of  no  avail"  (I  suppose  ho  means  tight 
floating).  "  It  was  not  surprising  that  they  did  very 
little."  "  Many  of  the  competitors  were  forced  to 
give  up,"  etc.,  etc.  I  should  alter  it  from  the  Leeds 
to  the  Mark  Tapley  Club.  Fancy  a  number  of  club 
anglers  going  to  such  a  river  to  fish  in  the  Notting- 
ham style !  An  old  Trent  angling  friend  of  mine 
says  they  must  have  all  been  mad.  Another  old 
angler  says  in  a  match  of  this  description  every 
angler  should  have  had  an  equal  chance  and  every 
rod  should  have  been  the  same  length  ;  according 
to  "J.  H.  R.  B.  "  many  of  them  had  no  chance  to 
catch  a  fish.  This  is  why  I  hate  and  detest  every- 
thing in  connection  with  prizes  and  p-ize  fishing. 
I  could  tell  "J.  H.  R.  B. "  a  few  stories  about  it 
that  would  astound  him.  Nothing  but  an  Act  of 
Parliament  will  put  a  stop  to  it.  What  pleasure 
"J.  H.  R.  B. "  can  have  in  winning  prizes  under 
such  conditions  as  he  describes  I  cannot  understand. 
On  Nov.  21  it  was  an  18ft.  pole  fishing  swims  close 
in,  then  a  22|ft.  rod  fishing  swims  far  out,  now  we 


have  a  20ft.  rod.  What  will  it  be  next  ?  I  con- 
sider that  I  should  be  in  a  better  position  with  a 
10ft.  6in.  rod,  light  leger  and  the  tackle  I  should 
use,  than  he  would  with  his  20ft.  rod,  using,  as  he 
says,  "  a  bottom  of  the  finest  gut  obtainable  "  than 
a  "  tight-liner  dare  look  at "  in  the  Wharfe,  Swale, 
Derwent,  etc.,  fishing  over  a  solid  mass  of  weeds  four 
or  five  yards  from  the  side.  Whatever  method  he 
adopted  to  land  his  fish  goodness  only  knows  !  He 
says  he  was  lucky  to  catch  81b.  of  roach,  and  I  quite 
believe  it.  Lastly,  if  he  reilly  wishes  to  see  the 
differen-e  between  his  antiquated  method  and  the 
Lea  style,  he  should  issue  a  challenge  to  .J.  Osborne 
or  any  of  our  crack  Lea  roach  fishermen,  and  I 
think  the  result  would  astonish  him. — Yours  truly, 

F.  M. 


A  FINE  WHARFE  PIKE— YORKSHIRE 
ROACH  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir,— On  Jan.  5  Mr.  W.  H.  Gras?ham,  of 
Leeds,  Unded  a  splendid  pike  at  Tadcaster  which 
weighed  201b.  7oz.  It  was  a  magnificently  pro- 
portioned fish,  bein^  exactly  a  yard  long  and  20in. 
in  girth.  This,  the  higgest  pike  I  remember  having 
been  taken  from  the  Wharfe,  has  been  sent  to 
Messrs.  Conper  by  Mr.  Walbran  for  preservation. 
Mr.  Grassham  landed  another  at  the  same  place 
over  101b.  the  same  day. — Yours  truly, 

J.  H.  R.  Bazley. 

[Mr.  Bazley  wi  1  be  interested  to  hear  that  the 
German  Angler  Zeitung  translated  and  published 
his  article  on  "Roach  Fishing  in  Yorkshire."  I  am 
sending  him  a  copy  of  the  paper. — Ed.] 


TROUT— LIMIT  TO  SIZE  OF. 
Dear  Sir, — Fishing  a  small  local  reservoir,  about 
two  acres  in  extent,  over-two  years  ago,  I  caught  a 
most  "pikey"  looking  trout.  I  enclose  photo  of 
his  head.  The  fish  weighed  21b.  7^oz.  Rather 
curiously,  he  was  the  only  trout,  save  one,  in  the 
reservoir  at  the  time.  A  large  pipe  bursting  shortly 
after  I  had  captured  him — -the  reservoir  being  low — 
all  the  water  escaped,  and  just  one  l^lb.  fish  was 
found.  Towards  the  end  of  Maj',  ten  years  ago, 
fishing  the  same  sheet  of  water  I  got,  with  fly,  six 
trout,  total,  81b.  14oz.,  best  fish,  21b.  7oz.  During 
the  eight  years  a  number  of  fish  were  caught,  but 
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none,  I  think,  over  21b.  except  the  above.  It  almost 
looks  as  if  there  was  a  limit  to  the  size  trout  grow 
in  confined  waters.  No  doubt  a  great  deal  depends 
upon  the  food  supply,  and  probably  they  grow  very 
slowly  after  attaining  a  certain  size  or  age.  In 
another  sheet  of  water,  but  a  much  larger  one,  some 
four  miles  away,  during  the  last  six  years,  three  trout 
have  been  capturad,  31b.  l^oz.  each,  also  others 
from  2Jlb.  to  2|lb.  Here,  again,  it  almost  looks  as 
if  the  limit  had  been  reached.  I  send  on  these 
short  notes  thinking  the  matter  may  be  of  some 
interest  to  your  readers. — Yours  truly, 

H.  S.  G. 

P.  S.— What  kind  of  fish  is  a  "  truff  "  ? 

[The  photo  "  H.  S.  G."  sends  shows  the  curious 
jaws  of  the  old  cannibal  trout  generally  found  in 
old  fish.  The  behaviour  of  trout  in  lakes,  especially 
in  artificial  lakes,  is  very  uncertain.  In  Lake 
Vyrnwy,  for  instance,  they  did  splendidly  for  a  few 
years,  then  fell  off,  and  now  the  last  season  or  two 
they  are  doing  finely  again. — Ed.] 

NEW  METHOD  OF  LACING  BOOTS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  send  you  a  rough  sketch  of 
a  method  of  lacing  boots,  either  ordinary  walking 
or  shooting  boots,  which  may  be  new  to  you  and 
many  of  your  readers,  Tiie  friend  who  showed  it 
to  me  told  me  it  was  a  Canadian  dodge.  It  is  far 
neater  in  appearance  and  much  more  secure  than 
the  old  plan,  in  fact,  I  find  that  it  never  comes 
undone,  and  it  does  away  with  the  old  unsightly 
knot  which  generally  catches  in  every  convenient 


Boot  ready  to  put  on     Boot  laced  up,  showing 
(right  foot).  end  of  lace  to  be 

tucked  away  inside 
at  back  of  ankle. 


twig,  and  also  the  usual  turn  of  lace  round  the  top 
of  the  boot,  which  as  often  as  not  slips  up  over  the 
top. — Yours  truly,  W.  E.  L. 

Directions. 

Fig.  1.  —  Commence  with  small  knot  inside  at 
hole  A  and  lace  boot,  terminating  at  hole  C  with 
lace  inside,  leaving  sufficient  loop  as  shown. 

Fig.  2. — Having  put  on  boot,  tighten  up  from 
hole  B,  then  pass  lace  over  hook  i,  then  over  7,  then 
over  3,  5,  4,  6,  2,  and  8.  Hold  the  lace  at  hook  8 
and  tighten  up  from  D,  and  tuck  away  end  of  lace 
inside. 

N.B. — If  the  knot  at  hole  A  incommode  through 
pressure,  the  lace  could  be  sewn  inside  boot,  or  the 
metal  tag  of  lace  placed  flat  inside  to  prevent 
drawing.  By  commencing  on  outside  hole  in  boot 
the  lace  finishes  off  on  inside  of  foot.  To  unfasten, 
pull  Idce  at  hole  C. 

MORE  "  VARIOUS  "—THE  EYED  HOOK  IN 
SALMON  FISHING,  ETC.,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — A  batch  of  late  Fishing  Gazettes  has 
just  arrived.  I  see  amongst  other  things  a  note 
about  japanned-blaok  returned-eyed  fish-hooks  for 
salmon.  I  saw  one  of  these  of  medium  salmon  size 
in  the  North  of  Ireland  about  throe  years  ago  or  so. 
The  shank  of  the  hook  was  quite  straight,  and  the 
wire  forming  it  was  turned  back  on  itself,  as  in 
Pennell-Limorick  salmon  hooks,  quite  sufficiently  to 
be  covered  by  the  silk  that  secures  the  wings  of  any 
fly  and  also  to  prevent  the  gut  by  any  possibility 
getting  chafed.  The  eye  was  turned  down  and  of 
an  excellent  shape.  This  hook  possibly  had  a 
Dublin  origin,  but  I  was  unable  to  find  out  locally, 
and  I  did  not  inquire  about  it  in  any  town  save 
Omagh.  It  was  the  only  one  I  came  across  in 
Ireland,  though  I  spent  two  whole  seasons  fishing 
t,here — or  in  any  other  country  for  that  matter.  As 
to  eyed  hooks  generally,  after  using  them  so  far  as  I 
know  from  about  their  first  appearance,  with  turn- 


back eyes — Whitman  or  Whitmore  was  my  first 
pattern,  got  at  Farlow's,  many  seasons  ago  anyhow 
now— I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  for  real 
hard  work  no  maker  should  use  a  wire  smaller  or  of  a 
poorer  quality  than  is  used  for  Pennoll-Limcrick 
hooks  as  now  sold.  I  have  tried  other  gauges  of 
wire,  but  with  most  disastrous  results  both  as  regards 
salmon  and  sea  fishing.  At  times  a  gaff  is  forbidden 
in  many  rivers  ;  a  big  salmon  net  is  not  as  a  rule 
worth  anyone's  while  to  lug  about,  and  so  fish  have 
to  be  "  tailed  "  out,  and  Penno  l- Limerick  hooksf,  o 
Bartle:it's  make  I  fancy,  are  the  only  ones  I  have 
never  been  broken  witli.  The  Scots  I  have  come 
across  will  seldom  so  much  as  look  at  any  eyed  hook, 
owing  to  the  breakages  they  have  witnessed,  but  I 
have  never  yet  seen  one  of  them  with  a  hook  of  the 
right  gauge  of  wire  for  the  work  they  expected  it  to 
perform — for  example,  to  stand  the  strain  of  tailing 
a  salmon  out  in  heavy  water.  As  a  matter  of 
absolute  fact,  I  am  sure  that  I  whip  off,  and  so  lose, 
three  eyed  hooks  for  every  one  I  did  when  I  used 
hooks  with  gut  eyes.  No  doubt  of  it  but  that  a  cast 
must  be  a  vast  deal  more  thoroughly  soaked  to 
prevent  this  sort  of  loss — whether  it  be  blowing  a 
gale  of  wind  at  one's  back  or  not — when  eyed  flies  are 
used  than  when  gut-looped  salmon  flies  are  ;  also 
the  cast  must  be  stouter. 

About  tinsel  :  I  think  many  years  ago  that 
Malloch,  of  Perth,  N.B.,  used  and  advertised 
platinum  ribbing  for  salmon  flies,  but  I  have  not 
seen  it  on  any  flies  of  the  present  day,  so  it  is  reason- 
able to  conclude  that  the  angler  at  any  rate  gains 
nothing  by  its  use.  The  so-culled  gold  and  silver 
tinsel  used  nowadays  is  a  great  deal  better  than  the 
old  stuff,  and  platinum  is  like  everything  else, 
tarnishable  ;  and  again,  it  is  no  substitute  for 
gold  tinsel.  As  to  aluminum,  it  seems  to  bo  too 
brittle  to  stand  the  knocks  of  fishing,  gets  dull,  and 
any  alloy  of  it  I  have  seen  tarnishes  more  quickly 
than  silver.  To  cite  the  brightness  of  platinum  on 
old  guns,  etc.,  is  of  no  service  to  the  amateur  fly-tier, 
as  any  metal  will  keep  bright  if  chafed  or  rubbed 
down  with  an  oily  wad  now  and  again.  I  have  had 
to  clean  platinum  to  road  off  figures  on  instruments 
scores  of  times.  The  tinsel  on  my  flies  never  gets 
so  dull  as  not  to  serve  its  purpose,  and  will  anyway 
always  stand  a  rub  of  a  plate  brush  ;  very  often  I 
think  it  is  too  bright  when  new.  I  tie  some  of  my 
flies,  and  have  had  the  silver  and  gold  plated  tinsels 
by  me  for  years. 

No  one  is  of  course  in  these  days  supposed  to  take 
as  gospel  what  one  reads  in  a  catalogue  or  advertise- 
ment by  interested  parties,  so  that  if  your  corre- 
spondent from  the  banks  of  that  grand  river  for  fly- 
fishing, the  Usk,  sends  away  his  rod,  which  is  now 
too  heavy  at  times  for  him,  and  orders  it  to  be 
planed  down  to  half  its  thickness  and  then  ribbed 
with  steel  wire— this  done,  he  will  probably  find 
that  he  has  not  then  got  a  rod  about  half  as  light, 
whoso  strength,  casting  and  killing  power  is  equal 
to  the  strength,  etc.,  etc.,  of  the  same  rod  before  it 
was  planed  down  and  steel  ribbed.  He  asks  about 
cane-built  rods,  presumably  with  a  metal  centre  of 
some  sort,  though  this  is  not  mentioned.  Even 
with  them  they  come  to  grief  somehow  oftener  than 
one  would  credit,  and  cost  a  millionaire's  ransom  to 
repair.  Well,  as  far  as  my  years  of  experience  of 
them  goes,  for  all  practical  purposes,  whether  for 
salmon  in  rivers  or  salt  water  fishing  in  any  part  of 
the  world,  a  greenheart  of  same  weight  will  cast  a 
line  that  will  do  the  trick,  let  it  blow  high  or  blow 
low  and  come  from  any  point  of  the  compass,  both 
rods  being  of  exactly  the  same  weight  and  action, 
and  will  play  and  land  a  fish  just  as  quickly.  One 
reads  of  British  Columbian  salmon  being  got  on 
14ft.  rods.  I  have  done  it  myself  on  a  very  ordinary 
14ft.  greenheart  fly-rod  by  Little,  and  many  more 
have  been  got  without  any  rod  at  all,  a  great  deal 
more  difficult  trick  in  my  opinion,  whether  a  sarkh 
or  salmon.  In  either  mode  the  fish  plays  you,  and 
one  just  winds  or  hauls  in  line  as  permitted  ;  you  do 
not  dare  check  these  fish  to  a  sporting  extent,  and 
for  very  obvious  reasons,  and  it  proves  nothing 
either  for  or  against  greenheart  or  cane-built  rods 
It  is  the  wind  that  tries  a  rod,  and  any  rod,  whether 
of  steel,  cane-built,  or  greenheart,  must  be  "on  the 
stiff  side  "  to  cast  against  it,  and  using  the  above 
materials  in  rods  this  means  weight.  The  line,  too, 
must  have  weight,  though  we  want  neither  bulk  nor 
taper  to  the  extent  we  are  now  forced  to  purchase, 
either  for  salmon  or  dry-fly  fishing,  a  really  light, 
stiff  American-built  cane  rod  serving  amply  for  the 
latter  work  in  the  hands  of  a  great  many.  As  there 
is  for  practical  purposes  so  little  to  choose  (except 
in  cost)  in  weight  between  a  greenheart  and  built 
cane  for  salmon  fishing,  a  reduction  in  thickness  of 
"  Usk  s"  rod  and  steel  ribbing  seems  the  best  alterna- 
tive to  save  weight  in  his  case.  If  salmon  rods  are 
made  of  rood  and  steel  ribbed  he  might  send  for  one. 
I  believe  this  to  be  the  rod  of  thefuture,barsomething 
now  being  discovered,  seeing  that  they  are  now 
attempted,  having  on  the  Continent  handled  some 
as  well  as  seen  salmon  killed  on  them  ;  but  their 


ribbing  was  of  fishing-line  only.  In  Scotland  this 
season  I  tried  a  trout  reed-rod,  but  it  had  steel  rib- 
bing, though  this  ribbing  was  not  put  on  in  a  fashion 
I  would  advise  "  Usk  "  to  order  for  his  salmon  rod. 
Have  the  steel  ribbing  extend  right  under  ferrule 
and  handle  of  butt,  under  both  ferrules  of  middle 
joint,  and  also  under  ferrule  of  top  joints,  and  do  not 
listen  to  any  "can  t"  in  this  matter.  Rod-making 
is  either  skilled  work  and  paid  for  as  such,  or  it  is 
the  mere  work  as  of  a  "  hurdle  maker,"  and  worth 
no  more. 

A  querist  asks,  What  is  the  best  length  for  a 
spinning  rod,  and  as  this  "  sort  of  fishing  "  is  not 
yet  made  illegal  for  salmon  and  trout — which  I  hope 
it  will  be  in  the  British  Isles — I  venture  to  reply. 
The  rod  should  be  18ft.  greenheart,  a  not  heavy  fly 
rod,  say  under  31b.  weight ;  this  length  allows  of 
"  spring,"  and  a  supple  give-and-take  action  in  a 
rod,  one  that  will  allow  a  "  packthread  of  a  line" 
to  be  used,  and  yet  bring  a  salmon  to  hand  without 
disturbing  about  a  mile  of  water,  as  do  sqme  shorter 
and  so-called  salmon  spinning  rods.  As  when  spin- 
ning for  pike  in  Ireland  my  much  catalogue-be- 
lauded built-cane  came  to  grief,  though  metal 
centred,  I  should  advise  this  correspondent  to  try  a 
stiffening  of  steel  wire  ribbing.  As  my  built-cane 
joints  become  useless  one  by  one,  as  I  know  I  cannot 
buy  better,  I  go  back  to  greenheart. — Yours  truly, 

  Mullet. 

FISHING  NEAR  NIAGARA  FALLS. 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  no  angling  in  Canada  until 
the  ice  breaks  up  in  May,  then  "  A."  will  find  some 
by  trying  from  a  boat  on  the  Niagara  River  above 
the  P'alls,  and  taking  very  good  care  the  oars  are 
safely  stowed  away,  for  if  they  are  lost  he  will  follow 
suit. 

Possibly  some  angling  may  be  had  in  the  Lake 
Ontario  at  Hamilton,  which  is  reached  by  rail  on 
the  Canadian  side,  or  in  the  same  lake  at  Queens- 
town,  which  is  reached  by  rail  on  the  New  York 
side,  and  this  runs  on  a  ledge  in  the  gorge  about 
seven  miles  to  Lewiston,  then  the  end  of  the  lake  is 
crossed  by  boat ;  this  journey  is  unsurpassed  for 
grand  and  lovely  scenery. 

There  are  several  hotels  on  the  New  York  side 
with  reasonable  accommodation,  and  an  excellent 
one  on  the  Canadian  side,  in  which  an  Englishman 
is  at  home  at  once. 

As  you  recommend,  "A."  will  find  pike  tackle 
very  useful,  and  he  should  select  it  here,  and  get 
the  best  quality,  as  if  he  wants  more  he  will  have 
to  send  to  Toronto  for  it. 

For  the  smaller  lakes  towards  Simcoe  I  believe  a 
Government  licence  is  required,  but  this  is  a  very 
small  charge — ons  dollar  (=  4s.  2d.). — Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  Elsmore. 


A  ROCK-CODLING  CAUGHT  ON  A  FLY. 

Dear  Sib, — While  fishing  for  saithe  from  the 
Bass  Rock  last  August  and  using  a  gannet's  body 
feather  attached  to  an  ordinary  haddock  hook,  Mr. 
Laidlaw  caught  a  rock-codling  close  to  the  edge  of 
the  island.  I  saw  the  fish  jump  at  the  fly,  and  was 
surprised  at  the  strength  it  displayed.  Immediately 
on  feeling  the  hook  embedded  in  its  mouth  it  darted 
downwards  and  snapped  the  bamboo  rod  in  two 
about  4ft.  from  the  top,  raced  backwards  and 
forwards,  and  approached  closer  to  the  surface. 
After  the  lapse  of  seven  or  eight  minutes  it  was 
safely  landed,  broken  rod  and  all.  The  codling 
weighed  21b.  lOoz.,  was  ISin.  long,  and  lOin.  in 
girth  at  the  shoulders.  It  was  caught  during  the 
evening  about  nine  o'clock. — Yours  truly, 

The  Tracker. 

["The  Tracker"  sends  a  photo  of  the  fish  which 
leaves  no  doubt  as  to  its  nature.  I  never  heard  of 
a  codling  taking  a  fly  before. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  CARMARTHENSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — -I  am  contemplating  a  month's  trout 
fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  ot  Llandovery,  Car- 
martlienshire,  say  September,  and  shall  bo  much 
oblicred  to  any  of  your  readers  for  information  to 
guide  me  in  the  pur.'hase  of  a  stock  of  flies.  I,  of 
course,  do  not  wish  to  get  more  than  are  reasonably 
necessary.  It  is  some  years  since  I  last  fly-fished, 
and  at  present  I  have  no  flies  at  all.  Should  the 
flies  be  all  hackle  ones,  or  would  some  of  the  dry- 
fly  type  be  useful  ?    I  should  prefer  eyed  ones. 

Also  should  I  obtain  a  spinning-rod,  or  would  my 
fly-rod,  a  somewhat  siiff  10ft.  3in.  split  cane,  one  ot 
Hardy's,  be  suitable  for  the,  as  I  imagine,  light 
spinning  that  would  be  necessary  ?  I  say  light 
spinning  as  I  am  assuming  that  the  fish  are  all 
small.  I  shall  be  grateful  for  information. — Yours 
truly.  Tyro. 

[I  think  that  "Tyro"  would  do  well  to  study 
Mr.  Gallich^n's  very  useful  book  on  "Fishing  in- 
Wales,"  published  by  F.  E.  Robinson  and  Co., 
20,  Great  Russell-street,  W.C ,  price  33.  6d.  net.— 
Ed.] 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORj 


Mr;  Cholmondeley  Pennell's 
Underhung  Lead. 
Me.  C'holmondeley  Penneli,  has  brought  out  so 
many  things  which  have  afterwards  been  re- 
invented by  other  anglers,  that  it  will  probably 
save  him  the  trouble  of  having  to  defend  his  claim 
to  be  the  inventor  of  the  underhung  lead  if  I  give 
one  or  two  facts  which  take  us  back  nearly  forty 
years.  The  underhung  lead  is  one  in  which  most 
of  the  weight  is  under  the  line.  In  the  first 
edition  of  his  "Book  of  Angling"  Mr.  Francis 
Francis  says,  referring  to  the  lead  on  the  spinning 
trace :  — 

"But  all  these  plans  have  this' objection — the 
lead  turns  with  the  line,  and  the  twist,  in  spite  of 
any  number  of  swivels,  is  communicated  to  the 
running  line,  and  thus,  when  the  twist  gets  into  it, 
snarls  and  kinks  and  tangles,  so  that  it  will  not 
run  through  the  rings,  which  is  very  trying  to  the 
temper.  Mr.  Pennell,  in  order  to  prevent  this, 
brought  out  a  means  of  fixing  the  lead  to  the  line, 
which  certainly  has  the  effect.-  The  pipe  lead  has 
a  wire  run  through  it,  which  is  attached  to  the 
trace  by  a  wire  eye  at  one  end  and  one  or  two 
swivels  at  the  other  (see  Plate  IV.,  Fig.  7,  1867 
edition  of  'A  Book  of  Angling').  This,  says  Mr. 
Francis,  struck  me  as  being  a  little  cumbrous,  and 
I  brought  out  the  Field  lead  (Plate  IV.,  Fig.  8, 
same  edition),  the  lead  being  secured  from  shifting 
by  a  small  plug  thrust  into  the  pipe  to  jamb  the 
line.'' 

The  illustration  shows  Mr.  Pennell's  first  form  of 
underhung  lead  with  two  swivels.  Mr.  Francis  left 
out  the  references  to  Mr.  Pennell  and  his  lead  in 
Bome  later  editions. 


RuDD  FOR  Sale. 
Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  of  Waltondale,  Carisbrooke- 
road,  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight,  has  some  rudd  for 
sale,  about  five  inches  in  length,  and  offers  them  at 
£5  per  1000,  which  is  little  more  than  Id;  each. 
Rudd  are  in  every  respect  as  good  as  roach,  and 
better  in  that  they  rise  freely  at  the  fly.  Some  of 
our  friends  at  Hastings,  Brighton,  and  Portsmouth 
should  make  a  note  of  this  offer.  The  fish  have  to 
be  cleared  out  of  a  pond  which  is  to  be  stocked 
with  trout; 


Rainbows  Spawning  Already; 

Mr.  Wadham  also  writes:— "On  Dec.  17,  1903, 
I  saw  two  male  rainbows  up  spawning  with  some 
brown  trout,  and  since  then  several  males,  but  it 
was  last  Friday,  Jan.  13,  1904,  before  I  saw  the 
first  female  rainbow  up.  She  was  about  IJlb; 
weight,  and  very  ripe.  They  evidently  are  going 
to  spawn  about  the  same  time  as  the  brown  trout 
here,  for  they  are  just  getting  into  the  thick  of  it. 
There  is  a  very  fine  show  of  fish  up  spawning. 
The  prospects  are  very  fine  for  next  season  for 
good  sport.' ' 

Another  New  Book  on  Angling; 

Dr.  Chas;  S.  Patterson,  curator  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  has  in  the  press  a  little  book,  entitled, 
"The  Angler's  Year,"  which  is  to  be  published  by 
Messrs;  W.  R.  Russell  and  Co.,  5a,  Patemoster-row. 
Dr.  Patterson's  book,  which  is  sure  to  be  interesting, 
covers  nearly  every  branch  of  angling  exceptsalmon 
and  sea-trout  fishing; 


A  Luminous  Deep  Sea  Fishj 

One  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  exhibits  at  the 
Pan-American  Exhibition  at  Buffalo  was  a  large 
model,  four  feet  in  length  and  eight  times  the 
natural  size,  of  a  remarkable  deep  sea  luminous 
fish  known  to  American  ichthyologists  &s  .'Ethoprora 
eflulgens.  Salmon  and  trout  anglers  will  be  in- 
terested in  this  fish,  as  it  has  the  adipose  fin,  the 
aristocratic  badge  of  the  salmon  family;  This  fish 
has  luminous  spots  on  the  side  and  a  luminous  nose. 


An  Italian  Bibliography  or  Fish  and  Fishing; 

Collectors  of  angling  works  will  be  interested  in 
this  note  from  the  Hon.  Daniel  B.  Fearing:  — 

"  My  dear  Mr;  Marston, — I  take  pleasure  in 
sending  you  a  copy  of  the  title  of  an  Italian 
bibliography  of  fish,  fishing,  and  fisheries  which 
I  came  across  the  other  day.  It  is,  of  course,  more 
useful  to  students  of  ichthyology  and  fish  culture 
than  to  anglers,  but  undoubtedly  deserves  a  place 
in  any  good  collection  of  Biblia  Piscatoria. 

"  'Elementi  ||  per  una  ||  Bibliografia  Italiana  || 
intorno  ||  all'  Idrofauna,  ||  agli  ||  Allevamenti  degli 
Animali  Acquatici  ||  e  alia  Pesca.  1|  Raccolti  ||  da 
Guelfo  Cavanna.  ||  Sotto  gli  auspici  dell.  R. 
Ministero  di  Agricoltura,  Industria  e  Commercio,  || 
per  la  Esposizione  Internationale  della  Pesca  in 
Berlino.  ||  In  Firenze,  ||  coi  Tipi  dell'  Arte  della 
Stampa.  ||  1880.  || '. 

"  8vo.  pp.  viii.-170; 

"  If  I  can  obtain  another  copy  it  will  give  me 
great  pleasure  to  send  it  to  you. — Yours  faithfully, 
"  Daniel  B.  Fearing."- 


A  Most  Important  Handbook  on  Fish  Diseases; 

Professor  Bruno  Hofer,  the  eminent  biologist  of 
Munich,  sends  me  a  copy  of  a  most  important  and 
interesting  work  which  he  has  written,  entitlecf, 
"Handbuch  der  Fischkraukheiten "  (Handbook  of 
Fish  Diseases),  which  was  published  last  week  at 
the  officeof  the  AUgemeineFischerei-Zeitung,'Munich: 
It  is  a  demy  8vo.  volume  of  360  pages,  with  222 
text  illustrations  and  18  fine  coloured  plates.  No 


Luminous  Dkep  Ska  Fhh  (.^^thoprora  effui.gens). 


With  true  American  ingenuity  the  model,  of  which 
I  give  an  illustration  from  the  last  annual  report  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  was  so  connected  with 
the  electric  lighting  system  in  the  exhibition  that  a 
gentle  glow  appeared  on  the  side  spots  and  nose, 
producing  a  very  striking  effect,  and  giving,  it  is 
believed,  a  quite  accurate  notion  of  the  appearance 
of  a  living  phosphorescent  deep  sea  fish. 


Sport  begins  on  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay; 

Mr.  Knight,  of  the  Killin  Hotel,  Loch  Tay.  tells 
me  that  visitors  are  having  sport  with  the  salmon. 
On  Friday,  Jan;  15,  three  were  killed,  181b.,  161b., 
and  15lb. ;  on  Saturday,  Jan.  16,  two,  171b.  and 
151b. ;  on  Monday,  ,Jan.  18.  six,  191b.,  171b.,  171b., 
181b.,  16lb.,  and  ISib. ;  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  19,  three, 
25lb.,  241b.,  and  171b.  As  will  be  seen  from  our 
report,  the  River  Tay  has  also  opened  well. 


Papers  at  the  Piscatorial  Society; 
Among  the  papers  to  be  read  at  the  Piscatorial 
Society  and  other  forthcoming  entertainments  are: 
— Feb.  1,  fish  casting  demonstration  by  Mr.  F. 
Der  went  Wood ;  Feb;  15,  paper  by  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wheeley,  "  Salmon  Fishing  in  a  Free  Water "  ; 
Feb.  29,  lantern  exhibition  of  coloured  ])hotography 
by  Mr;  J.  W;  Zaehnsdorf  ;  March  14,  paper  by  Mr. 
Hi  H;  Brown,  "  British  Finches.'-i 


Mr;  Edmonds'  Big  Roach; 
The  fame  of  Mr;  Edmonds'  big  Thames  roach 
is  becoming  European.  Our  excellent  French  con- 
temporary. La  Pi'che  Moderne,  thus  refers  to  it:  — 
"  M.  G.  Edmonds,  puchant  dans  la  Thames,  a  Old 
Windsor,  le  28  novembre  1903,  a  capture  un  gardon 
cnorme  pesant  1  kil.  200  gf;  Nos  felicitations  A  cet 
heureux  pecheur.'J 


work  has  ever  before  been  published  of  such 
importance  on  this  subject.  It  is  intended  for 
the  practical  fish  breeder,  for  the  ichthyologist 
and  biologist,  and  should  be  in  the  hands  of  all 
who  can  read  German;  It  not  only  describes  and 
illustrates  the  principal  fish  diseases,  but  also  refers 
to  their  causes  and  the  cure  when  any  is  known. 
I  hope  to  refer  to  the  work  more  fully  another  time. 


More  Trout  for  the  Thames. 
I  was  nearly  saying  more  trout  for  the  Thames 
pike,  but  I  see  that  Mr.  Whittington  thinks 
differently.  The  only  way  to  make  good  trout 
fishing  in  the  Thames  is  to  do  as  Mr.  Senior  and  I 
have  often  suggested  (Mr.  S.  first  proposed  it),  that 
is,  reduce  the  size  for  Thames  trout  to  thirteen  inches 
— this  would  be  a  pound  fish  or  more — then  it 
would  pay  to  put  in  trout  in  large  numbers,  now  it 
is  only  feeding  the  pike; 

'  "  Dear  Sir, — No  doubt  you  will  be  interested  to 
know  that  on  Saturday,  Jan.  16,  we  had  from 
Mr.  Corrie's  fishery  two  hundred  brown  trout. 
They  were  a  very  fine  lot  of  healthy,  strong  fish, 
and  averaged  from  ten  to  twelve  inches  in  length. 
Not  one  of  them  showed  any  signs  of  turning  up, 
and  seemed  quite  fresh  at  the  end  of  their  journey. 
Mr.  Hone,  who  knows  the  river  here  like  a  book, 
and  myself  put  them  in  the  river.  Fifty  of  them 
were  turned  in  at  Bell  Weir,  and  most  of  the 
others  round  Penton  Hook  in  fairly  fast  water  and 
not  pikey  spots ;  and  if  they  stay  where  we  put 
them,  or  near,  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  they 
will  do  well. — Yours  faithfully, 

"  W.  Whittington,  Jun.,  Hon;  See;, 
"  Thames  Trout  Restocking  Association; 
5' 4.5,  High-street,  StaineSi'-J 
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A  Fine  Pike; 
Mr,'  J;  Theaker,  in  another  column,  records  the 
capture   of  a    SOlbj  pike  —  truly  a    fine  fish! 
Length,  45fin. ;  girth,  22iin. ;  depth,  9Jin.; 

The  "Naturalist's  Directory.'' 
Mr.  Upcott  Gill,  Bazaar  Buildings,  Drury-lane, 
sends  us  the  eighth  revised  and  corrected  edition 
of  his  very  useful  "  Naturalist's  Directory,"  price 
Is.  6d.  net.  It  is  invaluable  to  all  collectors  and 
naturalists.  R.  B.  Marston.; 


SPKING  SALMON  ANGLING. 

Angling  has  begun  on  some  of  the  earliest  rivers, 
including  the  Tay  system,  the  Brora,  Helmsdale, 
and  such  far  north  streams,  but  it  will  be  the 
)  eleventh  of  February  before  the  groat  bulk  of  the 
Scotch  salmon  waters  are  open.  The  winter  so  far 
has  been  an  extremely  open  one,  and  although  a 
slight  snowstorm  or  two  has  been  had,  nothing  like 
the  old-fashioned  weather  has  been  experienced. 
This  is  all  the  better  for  the  early  spring  angler, 
but  not  so  for  the  chances  of  those  that  come  later, 
as  the  bulk  of  the  fish  of  the  earlier  migrations  will 
have  run  through,  and,  moreover,  the  chances  are 
that  the  later  spring  and  summer  waters  will  be 
dependent  on  the  rains,  as  there  are  really  no  snow 
accumulations  to  speak  of  amongst  the  hills. 

The  lower  and  middle  reaches  of  all  east  coast 
streams  often  fish  well  during  the  months  of 
February  and  March,  and  the  waters  above  these 
parts  later  on;  Then,  in  addition  to  the  Tay,  Dee, 
and  Spey,  the  Don,  Deveron,  Teith.  and  later  on 
the  Esks,  Ythan,  and  such  like  rivers  after  March  1 
should  yield  a  good  return  in  the  way  of  early 
spring  fish.  The  Don  and  Deveron  are  particularly 
worth  attention,  but  these  are  merely  referred  to 
as  examples  of  late  waters,  which  in  a  late  spring 
would  be  at  a  discount,  whereas  in  an  early  open 
season  like  the  present  may  afford  sport. 

As  to  the  best  spring  month  that  depends  entirely 
on  the  length  of  river  and  local  circumstances 
generally.  As  a  rule  the  lower  and  mid  waters  hold 
the  most  fresh  fish,  and  later  on  the  farther  one 
should  progress  inland,  although  the  mid  reaches 
of  almost  all  our  rivers  fish  well  when  fish  are 
plentiful  right  on  till  the  end  of  May.  The 
probable  bag  is  a  vexed  question  to  answer. 
Salmon  are  not  like  grouse.  The  nests  of  the 
grouse  may  be  actually  counted  to  within  a  few 
dozen,  but  not  the  migratory  salmon.  There  is 
no  comparison  between  the  two  heads  of  game, 
and  all  that  can  be  said  as  to  the  probable  bag  is 
of  the  wildest  guesswork  even  on  the  surest  and 
best  of  waters.-  G,-  M; 


•    SALMON  AND  TROUT  ASSOCIATION. 


A  meeting  of  the  council  of  the  Salmon  and 
Trout  Association  was  held  at  Fishmongers'  Hall 
on  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  Jan.  19.  The  Duke 
of  Sutherland  was  elected  a  vice-president,  and  the 
Earl  of  Denbigh  vice-chairman.  The  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  association  were  approved.  The 
Earl  of  Mayo,  Lord  Tweedmouth,  and  Mr.  D. 
McLean  were  elected  members  of  the  council.  The 
Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  Lord  Massy,  Mr.  E.  G.  Prety- 
man,  M.P.,  Mr.  E.  Stafford  Howard,  C.B.,  and 
others,  were  elected  members  of  the  association. 
The  following  resolutions  were  carried :  — 

That  the  following  be  elected  the  Parliamentary 
and  Legal  Advisory  Committee,  namely: — The 
Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord  Denbigh,  Lord  Mayo,  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Sir  H.  Seton-Karr, 
C.M.G.,  M.P..  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  Mr.  E.  G. 
Pretyman,  M.P.,  Mr.  Lort  Phillips,  Mr.  J.  A. 
Travers,  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  Mr.  W.  J.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  with  power  to  add  to  their 
number. 

That  the  Parliamentary  and  Legal  Advisory  Com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  prepare  the  heads  of  a  Bill 
carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the  recent 
Royal  and  Vice-Regal  Commissions  on  Salmon 
Fisheries  for  submission  to  the  council. 

That  the  attention  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee be  called  to  the  Gosport  authorities'  notice 
to  apply  next  session  for  power  to  divert  the  rivers 
Meon  and  Hamble  for  the  purpose  of  a  water 
supply,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  matter 
and  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  in  the 
interest  of  the  trout  fishing. 
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A  lOLB.  THAMES  TKOUT  JUMPS 
INTO  A  PUNT  AT  HAMBLEDEN. 


A  FINE  specimen  trout  of  101b.  weight  has  most 
unfortunately  come  to  an  untimely  end.  At  Aston 
Ferry,  a  short  distance  below  Hambleden  Lock, 
several  fishing  boats  and  punts  are  usually  moored, 
and  during  the  night  of  Jan.  15  or  early  the  follow- 
ing morning  this  grand  trout  jumped  into  a  punt 
belonging  to  fisherman  Geo.  Arlett,  and  was  dis- 
covered dead  by  the  ferryman's  son,  J.  Hawkes. 
It  was  a  hen  fish  ripe  for  spawning,  and  was  no 
doubt  working  up  to  the  rivulet  hard  by  the  ferry 
to  get  on  the  redds ;  its  length  was  27  inches,  but 
its  colour  and  general  appearance  were,  of  course, 
in  accord  with  the  season,  and  it  was  not  quite  the 
lovely  creature  it  would  have  been  in  May.  As 
many  trout  spawned  two  or  three  weeks  ago  this 
unfortunate  fish  was  belated,  and  the  loss  of  the 
large  quantity  of  fine  healthy  ova  that  it  contained 
is  much  to  be  regretted.  I  think  its  sad  end  was 
occasioned  by  the  presence  of  a  considerable  number 
of  irritating  parasites  around  and  under  its  fins. 
About  a  fortnight  ago  (Jan.  2)  I  saw  a  magnificent 
hen  trout  of  fully  1.3lb.  weight,  and  a  cock  fish  of 
about  71b.  on  a  gravelly  shallow,  and  have  seen 
other  beautiful  trout  of  about  111b.  and  9lb.  this 
year.  The  deep  reaches  of  the  Thames  contain 
enormous  trout,  and  many  of  the  big  "jack"!  seen 
on  shallows  at  this  time  of  year  are  trout,  just  as 
in  the  same  proportion  in  the  spring  everything 
that  jumps  out  of  the  water  is  to  the  uninitiated  a 
"  trout."- 

Aq  inquest  was  held  before  the  "  coroner,"  Mr. 
A;  E.  Hobbs.  hon.  sec.  H.F.P.A.,  on  Saturday, 
Jan.  16,  at  28,  Hart-street,  Henley-on-Thames,  on 
the  body  of  Mrs.-  Salmo  Fario,  a  young  and  pre- 
possessing resident  of  Hambleden  Reach,  who  was 
discovered  dead  in  a  punt  by  J.  Hawkes.  After 
an  exhaustive  inquiry  a  verdict  of  "death  from 
misadventure"-  was  unanimously  returned.  The 
sad  event  has  caused  much  distress  among  the 
angling  friends  of  deceased,  who  one  and  all  would 
have  loved  to  have  been  favoured  with  her  close 
attachment,  A.  E.  H. 


FISHING    ON    THE  "GRESHAM" 
ANGLING  SOCIETY'S  AVATERS. 


The  motto  of  this  excellent  society  is  "  Not  to 
Fish  for  the  Bag  but  for  Specimen  Fish,"  and  I  am 
glad  to  see  from  the  report  presented  to  the 
annual  meeting  on  Jan.  19  that  "  both  nimierically 
and  financially  the  society  is  in  a  highly  satisfac- 
tory position." — R;  B.;  M. 

"  As  regards  the  society's  waters  at 
Kelvedon,  the  heavy  rains  of  1903  have  been  of 
inestimable  value  to  the  Blackwater  from  the 
angler's  point  of  view.  The  bed  of  the  river  has 
been  scoured  in  a  most  effectual  manner,  and  large 
quantities  of  old  weed  have  been  carried  down, 
giving  greater  freedom  to  the  coarse  fisher,  who 
should,  between  this  and  the  close  of  the  season,  be 
able  to  account  for  many  of  the  specimen  roach 
known  to  exist  in  the  waters.  Members  enjoy 
the  privilege  of  fishing  Mr.  Gairdner's  water  on  the 
Suffolk  Stour,  a  fact  which  cannot  be  too  highly 
esteemed,  and  those  who  have  availed  themselves 
of  it  testify  to  excellent  sport  and  enjoyment. 
Every  effort  has  been,  and  is  still  being  made,  by 
the  committee  to  procure  suitable  fish  for  the 
restocking  of  the  Kelvedon  water.  Their  endeav- 
ours have  been  directed  to  obtaining  good-sized 
fish,  and  a  considerable  sura  has  been  spent  in 
advertising  for  the  same.  Chesham. — Although 
from  a  piscatorial  point  of  view  the  rains  on  the 
trout  water  were  not  an  unmixed  blessing,  the 
angler  will  have  cause  to  be  grateful  when  the 
season  next  opens,  the  natural  springs  feeding 
the  Chess  now  being  in  a  greater  state  of  effluence 
than  has  been  known  for  many  years,  and  the  river 
is  no  longer  threatened  with  lack  of  water.  During 
the  past  year  many  good  fish  of  21b.  and  upwards 
have  been  creeled,  and  many  of  even  greater  size 
introduced  to  the  water.  A  further  quantity  are 
on  order,  and  will  be  turned  into  the  most  suitable 
stretches  during  the  coming  month.  The  arrange- 
ments carried  out  by  members  expert  in  dry  fly 
casting,  whereby  those  desirous  of  attaining  greater 
proficiency  have  obtained  the  benefit  of  experience, 
have  proved  not  only  of  material  advantage  to  the 
learners,  but  tend  to  promote  general  fraternity, 
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and  thereby  consolidate  the  interests  of  the  society, 
and  it  is  therefore  with  great  pleasure  the  com- 
mittee announce  that  the  arrangements  will  be 
continued  during  1904.    The  members  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  taking  friends  to  fish  either  of  these 
waters,  for  which  a  nominal  fee  is  charged,  the 
sum  so  derived  being  devoted,  with  other  moneys, 
to  the  restocking  of  the  waters.      As  in  former 
years,  this  plan  has  been  largely  availed  of,  much 
to  the  society's  benefit;  in  many  cases  capital 
takes  of  fish  have  fallen  to  visitors'  rods.  Sea 
fishing  still  remains  a  leading  feature,  and  the 
exceptionally  high  standard  adopted  by  the  society 
has  proved  very  satisfactory.    Cups  and  medals 
have  been  awarded  for  specimen  fish  as  follows : — 
The  'Franklin'  Challenge  Cup  to  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred 
for  trout  of  21b.  .3oz..  2lb.,  21b.,  lib.  8oz. ;  the 
'  Deal'  Challenge  Cup  to  Mr.  T.  J.  Church  (present 
holder)  for  a  take  of  forty-eight  whiting  weighing 
29lb.  13oz. ;  the  "Marshall''  Cross  to  Dr.  Spencer 
for  a  perch  of  2lb.  JOoz.    Silver  medals  to  Dr.  j 
Spencer  for  a  perch  of  2Ib.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  S.  Meyers! 
for  a  pike  of  121b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred  for  a' 
trout  of  21b.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  E.  Martin  for  a  tench  of 
3lb.  loz. ;  Mr.  A.  Zerfass  for  a  roach  of  lib.  11  Joz. ; 
Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  for  a  flounder  of  2lb.  5^o'/..  The 
library  continues  an  excellent  feature  with  the 
society ;  additions  have   been  made  during  theJ 
past  year,  and  its  usefulness,  both  for  refeWHCSI 
and  lending  purposes,  is  greatly  appreciated  by  the 
members.     The  society  owns  a  most  interesting 
and  valuable  museum  of  angling  curios  and  natural  j 
history   specimens,   which    have   been  increased! 
through  the  kindness  of  friends  and  members 
during  the  year.     The  society's  headquarters  at 
the  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  continue 
very  satisfactory.    The  practice  of  posting  monthly 
programmes  to  members  has   been  universally 
approved,  and  it  is  intended  to  continue  this.  It 
is  with  great  regret  the  committee  have  to  announce 
that  the  hand  of  death  has  removed  two  of  the 
society's  most  esteemed  members  and  office  bearers." 
Mr.  James  Tayler  ('Red  Palmer')  who  joined  the; 
ranks  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  in  1883,  and 
was  its  valued  secretary  for  many  years,  died  in 
.June  last  after  an  angling  experience  of  over  sixty 
years,  and  in  November  last  Mr.  James  H.  Walker,, 
also  honorary  secretary  to,  and  true  friend  of,  the 
society,  died  whilst  comparatively  a  young  man.''  . 

F.  E.  Eldred,  Hon.  Sec,-  ' 


A  SEA  ANGLER'S  DREAM 
300  YEARS  B.C. 


A  CLASSICAL  PISCATORIAL  IDYL.- 


The  idyls  of  the  famous  Graek  pastoral  poet 
Theocritus,  familiar  though  they  have  been  made 
to  students  through  the  translations  by  Cree  li. 
Fawkes,  and  Polwhele  in  the  eighteenth  century,  i jy 
Chapman  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth,  and 
more  recently  by  Charles  Stuart  Calverley  and 
James  Henry  Hallard,  are,  after  all,  somewhat  in 
the  nature  of  "  caviare  to  the  general.'-  But  there 
is  one — the  twenty-first — which  appeals  to  fisher- 
men in  general,  and  sea  anglers  in  particular,  and 
is  therefore  a  fitting  subject  for  a  short  article  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  To  some  readers  of  these 
pages  Theocritus  is  probably  little  more  than  a 
name — possibly  even  something  less  ;  so  the  facts 
may  here  briefly  be  recapitulated  that  he  was  a 
native  of  Syracuse,  who  flourished  in  the  third 
century  before  the  Christian  Era,  and  who  came,  it 
is  said,  to  an  untimely  end  when,  after  he  had 
written  a  satire  against  Hiero,  King  of  Syracuse, 
that  offended  monarch  bestowed  on  the  too  daring 
poet  the  Order  of  the  Bowstring — in  other  words, 
the  luckless  satirist  was  strangled^ 

The  twenty-first  Idyllium  of  Theocritus  is,  accord- 
ing to  the  note  in  Bohn's  edition,  "  the  only  one 
descriptive  of  a  fisherman's  life  which  has  come 
down  to  us.''  It  consists  of  a  dialogue  held  in  the 
night-time  between  two  Sicilian  fishermen,  being 
introduced  by  some  brief  observations  addressed  liy 
the  poet  to  one  Diophantus  on  the  force  of  poverty 
in  rousing  men  to  active  pursuits,  followed  by  a 
description  of  the  scene  of  the  colloquy,  a  scantily 
furnished  hnt  on  the  seashore,  wherein  were  laid 

Baskets,  and  all  tlieir  implements  of  trade,  , 

Rods,  hooks,  and  lines,  composed  of  stout  horse- 
hairs, 

And  nets  of  various  sorts,  and  various  snares. 
The  seine,  the  cast-net,  and  the  wicker  maze. 
To  waste  the  watery  tribes  a  thousand  ways.  I 
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After  a  short  conversation,  one  of  the  fishermen, 
Asphalion,  calls  upon  hia  comrade  to  unriddle  him 
the  dream  which  he  has  dreamed. 

Say,  hast  tliou  genius  to  interpret  riglit 
My  dream  ?    I've  had  a  jolly  one  to-night, 
Thou  shalt  go  halves,  and  more  thou  canst  not 
wish. 

We'll  share  the  vision  as  we  share  our  fisli. 
I  know  thee  shrewd  ;  expert  of  dreams  to  spell ; 
He's  the  best  judge  who  can  conjecture  well. 
We've  leisure  time,  which  can't  be  better  spent 
By  wretched  carles  in  wave-wash'd  cabin  pent. 
And  lodged  on  leaves  :  yet  why  should  we  repine 
While  living  lights  in  Prytaneum  shine  ? 

The  Prytaneum  here  referred  to,  it  may  be  well 
to  explain,  was  not  that  common-hall  in  the  cities  of 
Greece  where  those  who  had  deserved  well  of  their 
country  were  maintained  at  the  public  charge.  As 
Scaliger  observes,  there  would  be  great  impropriety 
in  Sicilian  fishermen  mentioning  places  so  far  remote 
from  the  scene  of  their  labours.  It  would  seem 
that  there  was  a  place  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Syracuse,  very  commodious  for  fishing,  named 
Prytaneum,  on  which  nocturnal  lamps  were  fixed, 
as  was  customary,  for  the  convenience  of  fishing 
by  night: 

The  friend  asks  the  dreamer  to  relate  his  dream, 
and  Asphalion  proceeds:  — 

Last  evening,  weary  with  the  toils  of  day, 
Lulled  in  the  lap  of  rest  secure  I  lay  ; 
Full  late  we  supped,  and  sparingly  we  ate — 
Xo  danger  of  a  surfeit  from  our  meat ! 
Methought  I  sat  upon  a  shelfy  steep. 
And  watched  the  fish  that  gambolled  in  the  deep  ; 
Suspended  by  my  rod,  I  gently  shook 
The  bait  fallacious,  which  a  huge  one  took. 
(Sleeping,  we  image  what  awake  we  wish  : 
Dogs  dream  of  bones,  and  fishermen  of  fish.) 
Bent  was  my  rod,  and  from  his  gills  the  blood 
With  crimson  stream  distained  the  silver  flood. 
1  stretched  my  arm  out,  lest  the  line  should 
break ; 

The  fish  so  vigorous,  and  my  hook  so  weak  ! 
Anxious  I  gazed  ;  he  struggled  to  be  gone  : 
"  You're  wounded  —  I'll  be  with  you,  friend, 
anon  ; — 

Still  do  you  tease  me  ?  "  for  he  plagued  me  sore  ; 

At  last,  quite  spent,  I  drew  him  safe  on  shore. 

Then  grasped  him  with  my  hand,  for  surer  hold, 

A  nobis  prize,  a  fish  of  solid  gold/ 

Bub  fears  suspicious  in  my  bosom  thronged. 

Lest  to  the  God  of  Ocean  he  belonged  ; 

Or,  haply  wandering  in  the  azure  main. 

Some  favourite  fish  of  Amphitrite's  train. 

My  prize  I  loosed,  and  strictest  caution  took 

For  fear  some  gold  might  stick  about  the  hook. 

Then  safe  secured  him,  and  devoutly  swore 

Never  to  venture  on  the  ocean  more. 

But  live  on  land,  as  happy  as  a  king  : 

At  tliis  I  waked  :  what  think  you  of  the  tiling  ? 

Speak  free,  for  know  I  am  extremely  loth 

And  greatly  fear  to  violate  my  oath. 

His  friend,  evidently  of  a  common-sense,  practical 
turn  of  mind,  answers  Asphalion  thus :  — 
Fear  not,  old  friend ;  you  took  no  oath — for  why  ? 
You  took  no  fish — your  vision's  all  a  lie. 
Go  search  the  shoals,  not  sleeping,  but  awake. 
Hunger  will  .soon  discover  your  mistake  ; 
Catch  real  fish  :  you  need  not  sure  be  told 
Those  fools  must  starve  who  only  dream  of  gold. 

The  translation  from  which  the  above  quotations 
are  taken  is  that  made  about  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century  by  the  Revj  Francis  Fawkea. 
then  rector  of  Orpington,  who  truly,  if  somewhat 
quaintly,  says :  "  This  idyl  admonishes  everyone 
to  be  content  with  his  lot;  and  under  the  shadow 
of  a  golden  dream  beautifully  displays  the  vanity 
of  all  human  hopes  and  desires.'-  It  need  only  be 
added  that  it  illustrates  one  of  those  homely  but 
eternal  truths  which  are  not  always  present  to  the 
mind  of  the  angler  of  to-day  any  more  than  was 
the  case  with  Asphalion  two  or  three  and  twenty 
centuries  ago.  Rodwell  Hookham, 


SPINNING   FLIGHTS  WITH 
SINGLE  TKIANGLE,  ETC. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — t  have  been  much 
interested  to  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec;  12, 
Dec.  19,  and  Dec.  26,  1903,  the  illustrated  articles 
on  spinning  tackle.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
appears  now  to  bo  a  movement  or  desire  to  return 
to  original  forms.  The  tackle  and  method  of 
baiting  shown  on  page  416  was  taught  me  by  old 
huchen  anglers  thirty  years  ago,  and  they  had 
long  used  it,  only  they  used  to  sew  up  the  mouth 


of  the  bait  to  prevent  the  fish  being  blown  out  by 
water  when  spinning  against  a  strong  stream — they 
used  only  one  strong  triangle.  The  threads  were 
not  bound  so  securely  as  to  prevent  the  gimp 
moving  freely  in  the  bait  and  the  back  of  the  bait 
could  bend.  Later  on  I  improved  the  tackle  (at 
least,  in  my  opinion)  by  adding  a  second  triangle 
in  which,  aa  you  will  see  from  the  illustration,  the 


hooks  are  not  in  the  same  place:  Further,  I 
inserted  the  baiting  needle  not  at  the  vent  but 
between  the  ventral  fins. 

"  At  A  I  have  a  swivel  on  strong  gimp  in  the 
bait ;  to  the  swivel,  which  is  close  to  and  sometimes 
in  the  mouth  of  the  bait,  I  attach  gimp  or  gut  to 
suit  the  nature  of  the  fishing.  The  swivel  close  to 
or  even  in  the  bait  helps  the  spinning  immensely 
and  prevents  kinking. 

"Mr.  Pennell's  baiting  needle  in  the  trace  is 
very  ingenious,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  has 
certain  drawbacks,  being  more  visible  than  fine 
gimp  or  gut  may  interfere  with  the  spinning. 

"  A  plan  of  doing  without  a  baiting  needle  is  to 
have  the  one  or  two  treble  hooks  mounted  on 
twisted  wire  of  different  lengths  to  suit  the  size  of 
bait  used ;  the  twisted  wire  has  an  eye  at  the  end, 
and  when  pushed  through  from  the  vent  to  the 
mouth  the  bait  can  be  bent  slightly  and  a  Pennell 
hook  swivel  slipped  on  to  the  eye  of  the  twisted 
wire  in  the  bait. — Yours  very  truly, 

-"  Munich,  Jan.  7.  "  K.  Heintz.; 

"P.S. — As  I  say  in  my  book,  'Old  anglers  for 
huchen  who  had  great  success  thirty  years  ago  or 
so  when  the  fish  were  more  plentifiil,  attributed 
their  success  to  using  tackle  on  the  "Dee"  tackle 
principle '  -'  (of  which  I  give  the  accompanying  illus- 
tration from  Messrs.  Farlow's  catalogue). 


The  "  Dee  "  Tackle  from  Messrs.  Farlow's  list,  in 
which  they  thus  describe  the  method  of  baiting: — 
"How  TO  Bait  Tackle:  Detach  lead  from  tackle, 
pass  the  gut  through  the  bait  by  means  of  a  baiting 
iiesdle,  introducing  it  at  the  vent  of  the  bait,  and 
bringing  it  out  at  its  mouth,  then  slip  the  lead 
down  tho  gut,  and  push  it  down  into  the  bait's 
throat  and  belly,  drawing  up  the  hooks  until  the 
bait  is  curved  in  position  shown,'' 


[All  this  publicity  ought  to  make  the  merits  of 
tho  tackle  known  pretty  widely,  and  for  this  we 
have  to  thank  Mr.  Cholmondeley  PennelL  Can- 
didly, I  can  see  no  objection  to  the  second  triangle, 
inasmuch  as  with  one  only  in  the  middle  the  bait  is 
not  protected  enough  in  my  opinion.- Ti.  B.  >L  | 


BUEBEEKY'S  ANNUAL  SAT^E. 


Wk  would  remind  our  readers  that  if  they  have 
not  already  applied  for  a  catalogue  of  tho  half- 
price  sale  of  sporting  garments  now  proceeding  at 
Messrs.  Burberry's,  150,  Haymarket,  they  should  do 
.so  without  delay,  as  the  stock  of  tempting  bargains 
enumerated  therein  is  being  rapidly  exhaustefL 


MATEEIALS  EOE  FLY  MAKING. 


The  following  very  interesting  correspondence 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  about  twenty  years 
ago.'  I  am  glad  to  say  that  my  footnote  to  Mrj 
H.  S.  Hall's  letter  brought  out  Mr.  Geo.'  Holland, 
who  then  Uved  at  Failsworth,  near  Manchester. 
Dry-fly  men  do  not  know  their  indebtedness  to 
Mr.  H.  S<  Hall,  the  inventor  of  the  eyed  hook  and 
of  the  modern  split- winged  diy-fly.  Mr.  Hall  was 
also  the  first  to  use  condor  feather  quill  for  fly 
bodies,— R.:  B.  M. 

^'GUT  AND  OTHER  FlY  BoDIES: 

"  Sir, — Truly  enough  you  say  that  the  flies  we 
see  upon  our  rivers  are  of  slender  form,  while  our 
artificial  flies  are  fat — 'dressed  buzz,'  as  the  old 
phrase  used  to  be.  I  doubt  if  they  could  fly  with 
so  much  body  except  upon  a  line.: 

"  Therefore  it  is  good  to  advise  fly  makers  to  use 
some  anti-fat  material,  such  as  gut,  hair,  quill 
strippings,  etc.  But  it  is  an  error  to  suppose  that 
there  is  any  novelty  in  that  suggestion.  Thirty 
years  ago  the  body  of  the  'Grey  Drake' — as  we 
used  to  call  the  female  May  Fly,  according  to  loose 
entomology — was  very  generally  made  of  gut,  and 
so  were  the  bodies  of  other  flies,  while,  as  to  hair 
and  quill,  I  had  flies,  made  eighty  years  ago  by  my 
grandfather,  with  bodies  of  these  materials.  He 
was  a  mighty  Zebedee. — I  am,  etc., 

^' March,  1883."-  "R.  D.  Blackmore; 

f  Materials  for  Fly  Making. 
"Sir, — I  quite  agree  with  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Marston  about  smooth  bodies  for  flies,  and  in  the 
objection  to  silk  when  it  can  be  avoided.  But  there 
is  nothing  new  in  the  suggestion  of  the  other 
materials  he  mentions.*  I  have  myself  used  gut 
and  horsehair  for  several  years — in  fact,  ever  since 
I  first  began  to  imitate  natural  insects,  and  though 
I  have  recently  discarded  gut,  I  use  dyed  horsehair 
largely ;  and  as  to  india-rubber,  I  swear  by  it  in 
preference  to  anything  else  for  certain  patterns  of 
the  spring  duns.  The  fly  Mr.  Marston  alludes  to  is 
certainly  one  of  my  own  make,  for  I  never  bought 
any  flies  of  this  kind  in  my  life  (and,  indeed,  t  don't 
know  that  I  ever  saw  any  for  sale);  but  I  expect  it 
is  a  fly  dressed  with  a  detached  body — that  is  to 
say,  the  hair  is  not  wound  on  the  hook  at  all,  but 
the  body  is  made  to  imitate  that  of  a  delicate  dun 
as  closely  as  possible,  and  then  tied  neatly  on  to  a 
hook,  with  wings  and  hackle  added.  This  is  the 
way  I  always  tie  flies  with  hair  or  india-rubber 
bodies,  and  they  have  lately  attracted  the  attention 
of  two  or  three  professional  tiers.  I  have  had  two 
queries  within  the  last  fortnight  from  anghng  houses 
about  this  special  kind  of  fly.;  I  have  been  obhged 
in  each  case  to  say  that  no  description  of  mine 
could  possibly  teach  another  person  how  to  tie 
them,  and  I  may  go  further  and  say  that  no  one 
who  does  not  study  nature,  and  make  the  copy 
from  a  natural  fly,  is  ever  likely  to  succeed  in  this 
style  of  tying;  and  even  if  he  be  a  very  good 
entomologist  and  clever  tier,  he  will  find  the 
diSiculty  very  great.  I  got  the  idea  from  Mr. 
Aldam's  book,  where  he  employs  horsehair  to  form 
the  bodies  of  his  May  Fhes.  Sir.  Aldam's  first 
May  Fly  tied  on  this  principle  did  wonders  many 
years  ago  on  the  Derwent.  I  am  quoting  from 
memory,  but  I  believe  it  killed  thirteen  trout,  one 
of  them  2 Jib. — a  large  fish  for  that  water.  Subse- 
quently he  used  to  make  delicate  little  duns  with 

*  By  a  quotation  from  Ronald,  Mr.  Marston  liirn- 
self  showed  that  there  was  "nothing  new  "in  his 
suggestion.  IMr.  M.  was  angling  for  information, 
and  he  is  not  a  little  pleased  to  find  such  fine  fish  as 
R.  D.  Blackmore,  H.  S.  Hall,  and  W.  H.  Aldam  rise 
to  his  fly.  —Ed. 
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hair  bodies  in  the  same  way,  and  he  sent  me  a 
couple  of  patterns  some  years  ago.:  On  these  I 
experimented  at  once,  and  by  degrees  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  developing  a  system  of  tying  which  I 
cannot  explain  on  paper,  but  which  produces  some 
of  the  most  killing  flies  I  ever  use.  Their  lifeUko 
appearance  is  such  as  cannot  possibly  be  obtained 
by  any  material  tied  round  the  hook.  Some  of 
the  first  really  good  ones  I  ever  made  were  being 
used  at  Monsal  Dale,  on  the  Derbyshire  Wye,  and 
I  was  much  amused  by  an  unconscious  compliment 
paid  me  by  the  keeper.  I  showed  him  what  I 
thought  was  a  chef  d'oiuvre  in  fly  tying  in  the 
shape  of  a  very  delicate  Olive  Dun,  and  asked 
whether  he  had  ever  seen  a  fly  like  that  meaning 
one  tied  in  that  way.  He  replied  at  once,  '  Why, 
yes ;  I've  seed  lots  flying  about  and  on  the  water 
to-day  just  Uke  it.' 

"  The  trouble  I  used  to  take  over  one  ^of  these 
flies  was  such  as  no  professional  could  afford  to 
take,  and  I  myself  was  mightily  sold  when  a  hooked 
fish  would  plunge  into  weeds  and  spoil  the  gut  to 
which  the  fly  was  tied  before  it  had  been  in  use 
more  than  a  few  minutes,  and  this,  too,  with  a  fly 
which  I  had  spent  half  an  hour  over.  This  is  the 
real  origin  of  the  eyed  hooks  for  small  flies.  In  the 
first  instance  I  got  them  to  save  the  annoyance  of 
losing  a  choice  fly  in  the  way  above  described,  and 
then  afterwards  they  were  found  to  possess  other 
merits,  and  they  came  into  general  use  ;  but  it  was 
the  horsehair  bodies  which  really  gave  rise  to  the 
eyed  hooks. 

"Now,  a  word  about  india-rubber.'  Two  years 
ago  I  was  staying  with  a  very  skilful  fisherman 
and  fly-tier  in  Hampshire,  and  I  showed  him  how 
to  make  the  detached-bodied  horsehair  duns;  He 
practised  all  one  day,  and  made  more  than  a  dozen 
beauties.  The  next  day  we  fished  the  Test 
together,  and  killed  eleven  trout,  weighing  nearly 
181b. ;  the  two  best  fish,  41b.  and  2^lh.,  were  killed 
by  my  friend,  both  on  one  of  these  detached-bodied 
flies  on  a  No.  0  hook.  Since  then  he  has  practised 
this  kind  of  fly  a  good  deal,  and  last  year  he  intro- 
duced india-rubber — not  boot  elastic,  which  is 
generally  too  dark  and  opaque,  but  light-coloured, 
yellowish  brown  stuff  from  a  piece  of  webbing  from 
a  pair  of  braces,  but  it  must  not  be  vulcanised 
rubber.  Since  then  we  have  taken  to  cutting  fine 
strips  from  light-coloured  bottle-rubber,  and  if  any 
amateur  will  take  the  trouble  he  will  get  a  fly  which 
is  at  times  absolutely  irresistible  to  a  rising  trout; 
I  send  you  one  for  your  inspection.  Mr.  Editor, 
though  I  think  I  have  sent  others  like  it  before ; 
but  I  must  really  ask  other  anglers  not  to  write  to 
me  for  hints  and  patterns;  During  the  last  six 
months  I  have  had  many  such  correspondents,  and 
I  have  answered  all  and  sent  patterns  whenever 
requested  to  do  so  ;  but  I  cannot  add  to  my  corre- 
spondence of  this  kind  without  neglecting  more 
important  duties.  Moreover,  my  stock  of  flies  has 
suiiered  depletion,  and  I  have  no  time  at  present 
to  tie  more.* 

''  One  reason  why  I  don't  think  the  flies  I  have 
been  speaking  of  are  ever  likely  to  come  into  general 
use  is  this :  It  is  very  difficult  to  dye  hair  the  right 
shade  you  want,  and  two  hairs  in  the  same  dye  will 
come  out  different  colours.  Then,  although  there 
are  numbers  of  tiers  who  can  copy  anything  in  fur, 
silk,  and  feathers  with  marvellous  accuracy,  these 
same  people  cannot  always  produce  an  imitation 
from  a  natural  insect,  and  I  doubt  very  much  if 
anyone  could  sit  down  and  tie  a  dozen  Olive  Duns 
with  hair  bodies  all  exactly  alike.  With  one  of  my 
own  flies  before  me,  I  can't  always  copy  it  exactly, 
though  with  fur  and  silk  it  is  quite  easy  to  do  so; 
My  general  practice  is  to  tie  the  bodies  quite 
separately,  a  dozen  or  more  at  a  time;  then  I  pick 
out  of  these  all  that  can  fairly  be  representative  of 
the  same  fly  in  slightly  different  stages,  and  match 
my  wings  and  hackle;  Then  perhaps  the  next 
batch  is  a  darker  shade  altogether,  and  requires 
darker  wing  and  hackle,  and  so  on; 

'*  I  have  very  little  experience  of  gut  or  hair  tied 
on  the  hook,  and  would  always  prefer  quill,  as 
being  capable  of  neater  manipulation ;  and,  besides, 
if  you  have  to  use  silk  first  and  then  gut  over  it,  the 
fly  will  be  bulky,  and  liable,  in  some  degree,  to  the 
objections  urged  against  silk  bodies;  The  so-called 
■  quill,'  unfortunately,  cannot  be  got  of  the  right 
colour  for  all  the  Pale  Watery  Duns,  but  the  fibres 
of  some  large  birds  answer  very  well;    Not  long 


*  When  patterns  are  "sent"  for  the  convenience 
of  an  angler,  he  should  remember  they  are  only 
"lent,"  and  must  bo  returned. — Ed. 


ago  I  obtained  some  feathers  of  the  golden 
eagle,  condor,  and  pelican,  and  as  some  of 
these  are  a  foot  and  a  half  long  they  supply 
fibres  which,  when  stripped,  are  superior  to  any- 
thing else  in  '  quill,'  because  the  light  shades  can 
be  dyed.  I  sent  some  of  the  condor  to  two  noted 
Hampshire  fishermen,  and  they  were  vastly  pleased 
with  it ;  one  of  them  emphatically  pronounced  it 
'jam,'  and  the  other  wrote  back  by  the  next  post 
saying  it  was  the  best  stuff  he  ever  had,  and 
expressed  a  hope  that  the  bird  would  be  conned  o'er 
periodically,  and  that  it  should  be  persuaded  in 
future  not  to  moult' em  in  parvo.  Though  I  am 
myself  advising  the  use  of  materials  very  rarely 
within  the  reach  of  the  ordinary  angler,  I  must  say 
I  was  much  amused  at  the  pattern  of  Blue  Dun 
advocated  by  Mackintosh  in  the  '  Driffield  Angler,' 
where  the  necessary  materials  for  body  alone 
require  access  to  the  skin  of  a  fox,  a  camel,  and  a 
monkey  !  As  if  such  a  description  was  worth  any- 
thing to  a  person  who  did  not  see  the  fly.  Even 
supposing  I  had  my  fox,  camel,  and  monkey  handy, 
it  would  be  absolutely  impossible  to  make  a 
selection  and  suitable  mixture  for  the  fly  in 
question  without  seeing  a  pattern;  With  all  due 
deference  to  the  writer,  I  maintain  that  such 
descriptions  are  quite  worthless — to  a  practised 
tier  they  must  be  superfluous,  and  to  a  novice 
quite  bewildering;  One  of  the  angUng  books  I 
possess  is  full  of  such  descriptions,  and  to  tie  all 
the  211  flies  it  gives,  one  would  want  a  very 
comprehensive  menagerie.  His  description  of  the 
Watchet  is  a  singular  contrast  to  the  patterns 
recently  given :  '  Head,  magpie ;  wings,  from  jack- 
daw ;  body  dubbed  with  water-rat's  fur,'  Can 
anything  be  more  vague  ? 

"  Lastly,  I  enclose  a  few  flies  and  fly-bodies  to 
show  how  I  make  them,  and  how  uncertain  the 
colours  are;  Many  of  these  I  look  upon  as 
failures ;  but  one  1  commend  specially  to  your 
notice,  namely,  '  Body,  condor  ;  wings,  from  cooj; ; 
hackle,  ginger.'  *  Not  good  for  much  without  the 
pattern,  is  it  ?  But  I  think  you  will  agree  with 
me  that  any  fly-tier  who  can  secure  a  condor  will 
find  it  better  than  all  the  monkeys,  camels,  and 
foxes  in  the  world. — I  am,  etc., 

'•  March,  1883.  "H.  S.  Hall. 

["  This  letter  from  Mr.  Hall  and  his  lovely  samples 
excite  just  such  feelings  as  when  one  reads  in  the 
'  Anglers'  Diary,'  after  a  long  description  of  some 
wonderful  trout-fishing,  that  to  get  permission  to 
fish  it  is  'impossible.'  Mr.  Hall's  flies  with  india- 
rubber  bodies  are  magnificent.  As  he  suggests, 
life  is  too  short  with  busy  people  to  permit  one  to 
give  the  requisite  attention  to  fly-making  to  make 
it  answer, — Ed,'!] 

"Floating  Flies  on  Eyed  Hooks; 

"  SiB,— Some  time  ago  (August,  1882),  in  response 
to  a  request  in  the  Field,  I  described  the  method 
I  employ  in  tying  small  flies  on  eyed  hooks:  A 
few  months  later  I  was  requested  to  reprint  these 
hints  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  they  appeared  on 
Nov.  25.  In  previous  numbers  of  the  Field  reference 
had  been  made  to  the  great  value  of  eyed  hooks 
for  fine  and  coarse  fishing  in  windy  weather,  but 
it  was  remarked  by  the  writer  (Mr.  Francis)  that 
they  did  not  make  quite  so  neat  a  fly,  and  that 
there  was  a  tendency  for  the  eye  to  get  choked  up 
with  feather,  silk,  or  varnish.  The  method  I  use 
obviates  all  this,  as  my  description  of  Nov.  25, 1882, 
clearly  shows.  The  wings  sit  well  up,  the  body 
tapers  naturally,  the  hackle  is  wound  on  last,  as  it 
should  be  undoubtedly  for  a  floating  fly,  the  tying 
off  is  done  behind  the  wing,  and  the  eye  is  left 
clean  and  clear; 

'•  I  have  had  no  reason  to  alter  my  opinion  since 
I  wrote  the  letters  I  am  referring  to,  and  I  am  ready 
to  endorse  every  word  I  then  wrote,  while  my  own 
conviction  has  been  strengthened  again  and  again 
by  the  unqualified  approval  of  a  large  number  of 
the  most  celebrated  anglers  and  amateur  fly  tiers; 

"I  do  not  wish  for  a  moment  to  disparage  the 
wonderfully  neat  and  pretty  flies  sold  by  some  of 
the  best  makers,  but  it  must  be  a  matter  of  common 
experience  that  by  many  tiers  a  tiny  dun,  which  is 
neat  and  effective  when  tied  to  gut  in  the  old  way. 


*  This  pale  evening  dun  is  a  little  gem,  but  Mr. 
Hall  falls  into  the  very  error  for  which  he  blames 
Mack.ntosh — camel's  hair,  fox's  fur,  and  monkey's 
skin  one  can  get  in  any  town  in  England  ;  but  who 
keeps  the  feathers  of  the  mighty  condor  of  the 
Andes,  and  what  is  the  price  ? — Ed.  , 


becomes  a  somewhat  clumsy,  ugly  thing,  with  a 
large,  unwieldy  head,  when  tied  on  an  eyed  hook 
of  the  same  size; 

"  Until  it  is  recognised  that  some  such  method  as 
that  advocated  by  me  must  be  adopted  for  small 
duns  on  eyed  hooks,  we  shall  continue  to  have  the 
eyes  closed  up  with  feather  and  shellac  varnish,  and 
our  cocky  little  Olives  and  Iron  Blues  will  be  tied 
with  wings  sloping  back  over  the  body  in  a  manner 
at  once  unnatural  and  unsuitable  for  a  floating 
fly: 

"During  the  correspondence  on  flies,  amateur 
and  professional,  which  was  carried  on  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  two  or  three  months  ago,  I  had  several 
letters  addressed  to  me  by  strangers  in  different 
places,  asking  for  a  loan  of  a  few  flies.  One  of 
these  was  a  man  of  twenty  years'  experience  as  a 
practical  fly  fisher  and  fly  maker,  and  he  was  so 
much  pleased  with  my  patterns  and  suggestions 
that  he  resolved  to  abandon  his  own  long-established 
habits  and  system  and  take  to  mine,  which  he  recog- 
nised as  superior  to  all  his  former  notions;  He 
immediately  began  to  practise,  avowing  his  inten- 
tion of  tying  flies  solely  on  eyed  hooks,  and  carrying 
out  my  instructions  to  the  letter  unless  otherwise 
requested.  He  has  had  a  good  many  patterns  from 
me  during  the  last  two  months,  and  has  copied 
them,  and  sent  his  attempts  for  my  criticism  and 
suggestions,  and  the  result  is  that  he  now  turns  out 
a  floating  fly  which  it  would  be  very  difiBcult  to 
beat.  I  have  sent  samples  of  his  handiwork  to  a 
few  of  my  own  intimate  friends,  and  he  has  had 
some  very  large  orders  already;  Altogether  he  has 
tied  about  150  dozen  choice  flies  in  the  last  three  or 
four  weeks,  and  now  that  the  season  is  getting  on, 
as  I  never  make  any  secrets  in  angling  matters,  I 
think  there  may  be  some  anglers  who  will  be  glad 
to  hear  of  him,  and  give  his  flies  a  triaL  If  so,  let 
them  write  without  delay  to  Mr;  George  Holland, 
4,  Cook-street,  Failsworth,  near  Manchester,  and 
enclose  stamps  for  a  sample  half-dozen.  His  terms 
are  2s.  a  dozen  for  hackle  flies,  28;  6d;  for  winged 
flies,  and  Ss;  a  dozen  for  flies  with  semi-detached 
bodies,  most  delicately  made  of  india-rubber  or  horse- 
hair. With  regard  to  this  last  class  of  flies,  I  may 
say  that  I  have  tied  and  used  them  most  success- 
fully for  several  years,  having  been  put  up  to  them 
in  the  first  instance  by  Mr.  Aldam  when  his  beautiful 
book  came  out  six  or  seven  years  ago; 

"  There  is  absolutely  no  advantage  whatever  in 
the  detached  body,  except  in  so  far  as  it  is  semi- 
transparent  and  lifelike,  and  it  is  only  for  a  few 
delicate  ephemerals  that  I  ever  adopt  this  style  of 
tying,  and  these  are  invaluable,  and  have  brought 
true  sport  again  and  again  when  all  else  failed; 
But  they  must  be  true  to  nature  or  they  are  worth- 
less, and  I  mention  this  because  since  I  drew 
attention  to  these  flies  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some 
time  ago,  several  tiers  have  been  trying  their  hands 
upon  them,  and  in  some  cases  they  are  advertising 
and  selling  (or  rather  attempting  to  sell,  for  the 
sale  is  not  likely  to  be  large)  as  'detached  bodied 
duns  -  flies  of  the  rudest  manufacture,  which  bear 
very  slight  resemblance  to  the  natural  insects  they 
are  intended  to  imitate; 

I  don't  think  this  fault  will  be  found  with  Mr; 
Holland's  flies  ;  some  of  the  latest  seem  to  be  most 
skilfully  made,  and,  in  my  opinion,  they  far  surpass 
any  of  this  class  that  have  ever  been  offered  for 
sale.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  fUea  are  all 
made  with  folded  and  divided  wings,  as  described 
in  my  letter  of  Nov.  25,  1882,  though  anyone  who 
stipulates  for  a  neat  undivided  plume  in  each  wing 
can  possibly  get  it  for  the  asking.  At  the  same 
time,  I  repeat  what  I  have  written  again  and  again, 
that  the  fly  which  kills  best  is  that  which  fishes 
best,  and  which  is  not  spoilt  and  knocked  out  of 
shape  by  half-an-hour's  soaking;  If  a  fly  floats  as 
well,  looks  as  well,  and  kills  as  well  after  a  couple 
of  days'  use  as  it  does  when  it  is  put  on  new,  it  has 
merits  which  will  be  recognised  by  all  anglers  of  any 
experience;  I  have  frequently  proved  that  flies  of 
mine  have  these  merits,  and  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  Mr;  Holland's  will  possess  them  in  an 
equal  degree; 

"  In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  suggest  that 
anglers  should  not  expect  to  get  their  flies  by  next 
post ;  indeed,  they  should  give  plenty  of  time,  as 
one  pair  of  hands  cannot  keep  pace  with  orders 
coming  in  fast,  especially  as  Sir;  Holland  has  to 
give  some  attention  to  another  trade  besides  fly- 
making.  Just  now  he  is  as  busy  as  he  can  be  ;  but, 
as  he  has  a  good  selection  of  all  the  best  Hamp- 
shire patterns  to  work  from,  another  season  he  will 
have  turned  the  winter  months  to  account,  and 
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!  will  have  in  stock  all  the  standard  spring  flies  in 
readiness  when  the  orders  begin  to  come  in. — 
I  am.  etc..  '-'H.  S.  Hall.- 

March  18,  188-t. 
"P.S. — I  have  had  five  dozen  flies  tied  to  my 
patterns,  and  they  are  first-rate.    When  I  wrote 
the  above  notice  of  Mr.  Holland's  flies  some  weeks 

,  ago.  I  had  no  idea  that  anyone  else  was  in  the 
field.    Mrs.  Cox,  of  Winchester,   has.  with  her 

1  usual  enterprise,  recognised  that  by  supplying  flies 
tied  on  the  principles  advocated  by  me  she  will 
meet  a  very  general  want,  and  she  has  just  for- 
warded me  some  patterns  which,  in  common 
fairness.  I  feel  bound  to  notice  without  delay. 
Mrs.  Cox's  people  are  new  to  this  style,  but  they 

i    will  not  be  long  before  they  pick  it  up  and  master 

I  it.  Henceforth  Mr.  Holland  and  Mrs.  Cox  will  be 
formidable  rivals  ;  but  there  is  room  for  both,  and 
I  wish  them  both  the  success  they  deserve. 

["  Our  fly-fishing  readers  will  remember  how  we 
have  frequently  said  when  noticing  specimens  of 
Mr.  H.  S.  Hairs  own  amateur  work  in  fly  making 
that  we  wished  he  was  a  professional,  and  sold  such 
flies.  We  were,  therefore,  glad  to  find  that  the 
correspondence  about  flies  which  appeared  in  this 
paper  brought  Mr.  Hall  in  contact  with  a  profes- 
sional fly  maker,  who  was  willing  to  admit  that  the 
amateur  could  beat  professional  ia  this  case,  and 
who  has  wisely  taken  lessons  from  the  amateur. 
Mr.  Hall  sent  us  a  few  samples  of  Holland's  work 
recently,  and  we  immediately  ordered  several  dozen 
on  eyed  hooks.  Mr.  H.  will  certainly  have  to  give 
up  Ms  'other  business,'  that  is,  if  he  makes  up  his 
mind  not  to  send  out  a  single  fly  which  he  would 
not  care  to  send  to  Mr.  Hall;  in  fact,  he  should 
remember  the  time,  trouble,  and  pains  Mr.  Hall 
has  been  to  in  teaching  him,  and  that,  to  a  certain 
extent,  every  fly  he  sells  may  be  said  to  be  '  Hall ' 
marked,  and  he  (Mr.  Holland)  must  keep  up  to  this 
high  standard.  We  must  thank  Mr.  Hall  for  the 
great  benefits  he  has  so  liberally  given  to  fly-fishers, 
—Ed.'-'] 


THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB. 


The  following  note  about  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
is  from  the  Daily  Telegraph  of  Jan;  15: — "There 
ia  no  more  delightful  gathering  of  anglers  in  the 
United  Kingdom  than  at  the  annual  banquet  of 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  which  is  to  take  place  this 
year  on  Feb.  23.  The  chairman  is  invariably  a 
gentleman  of  considerable  distinction  in  the  angling 
world,  if  we  except  the  occasion  when  Mr.  Choate, 
the  American  Ambassador,  occupied  that  position 
to  the  great  delight  of  all  those  present.  This  year 
Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  who  is  a  member  of  the 
club,  will  preside.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  tell 
readers  of  the  Daily  Telegraph  that  Mr.  Grenfell  is 
chairman  of  the  Thames  Salmon  Association,  a 
body  which  has  been  placing  yearling  and  two- 
year-old  salmon  in  the  Thames,  thereby  turning  it 
once  more,  for  at  any  rate  a  limited  period,  into  a 
salmon  river;  Among  the  many  social  clubs  in 
London  the  Fly  Fishers'  is  the  only  one  which 
appeals  particularly  to  the  pursuers  of  salmon  and 
trout.  The  cosy  little  clubhouse  in  the  Haymarket 
is  full  of  objects  of  interest  to  fly  fishers.  Numerous 
house-dinners  and  other  meetings  are  held;  bed- 
rooms are  provided  for  the  use  of  country  members ; 
the  subscription  is  most  moderate,  and  on  the 
whole  it  is  surprising  that  more  country  gentlemen 
do  not  avail  themselves  of  such  an  agreeable  con- 
venience, and  raise  its  numbers  from  the  400  or 
thereabouts  at  which  it  stands  at  present  to  a 
thousand  or  more,'- 


DISEASE  AMONG  THE  FISH  IN 
THE  LEEDS  PAEK. 


A  Remedy  for  Fish  Disease; 
Here  is  an  item  which  may  be  of  interest  at  some 
future  date  to  the  Leeds  Amalgamation,  seeing  that 
at  times  they  have  had  some  trouble  in  eradicating 
fungoid  growth  on  their  fish  in  the  lakes  at  Round- 
hay  Park;  Hitherto,  they  have  placed  large  quan- 
tities of  rock  salt  in  the  water,  I  believe,  with  bene- 
ficial results ;  but  I  have  been  told  this  week  of  a 
simpler  and  more  efficacious  method  of  ridding  fish 
from  this  troublesome  disease.  Most  of  my  readers 
know  what  Scotch  pine  branches  are,  as  they  are 
generally  greatly  en  evidence  at  Christmas  in  the 
form  of  Christmas  trees.    Well,  I  am  informed  that 
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if  large  bundles  of  these  are  made  up,  weighted,  and 
thrown  into  the  water  frequented  by  the  diseased 
fish,  the  latter  rub  themselves  against  the  needles  of 
the  fir  twigs,  and  in  time  a  cure  is  effected.  It 
appears  to  me  to  be  a  plan  well  worth  trying. 
Record  for  Eden  Salmon. 
In  answer  to  a  correspondent  at  Manchester,  I 
believe  that  I  am  correct  in  stating  that  the  record 
salmon  caught  on  the  Cumberland  Eden  was  one 
weighing  56ilb.  some  hours  after  capture;  It  was 
killed  on  Nov.  2,  1892,  by  (Joo.  McKenzie,  the  river 
watcher  at  Warwick  Hall,  who  was  unfortunately 
drowned  in  the  Eden  when  in  flood  on  Feb.  14, 
1894.  —  Halcyon  in  AVeekly  Edition  of  Leeds 
Mercury. 

[I  gave  the  Scotch  pine  tip  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
some  time  ago  from  a  German  paper;  Have  our 
Leeds  friends  tried  putting  in  permanganate  of 
potash,  which  has  also  been  recommended  ? — 
R.  B.  M.] 


THE  STOER  FLIGHT. 


[I  FIND  that  it  was  Nov.  3,  1900,  that  I  had  an 
illustration  of  Storr's  flight,  sent  by  Mr;  Howse 
with  a  letter.  I  believe  there  is  no  doubt  it  was 
made  originally  for  Mr.  Storr  with  one  large  triangle 
only.  My  authority  is  Mr.  Peek,  who  was  at  that 
time  with  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  who  made  the 
tackle. — Ed.] 

[Since  writing,  Mr.  W.  Andrews  reminds  me  that 
"  Red  Spinner  "-  in  1883  described  Storr's  flight  as 
one  large  triangle  in  his  work  "  Angling  in  Great 
Britain." — Ed.] 

^" Pike  and  Perch'— Spinning  and  Live 
Baiting — The  'Storr'  Flight. 
"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  very  great  interest 
that  most  excellent  little  book,  'Pike  and  Perch,' 
by  Wm;  Senior  and  'John  Bickerdyke.'  and  the 


perusal  was  the  more  pleasant  to  me  as  the  article 
in  Chapter  III.,  entitled,  '  Typical  Waters  and  Odd 
Days,'  describis  most  graphically  the  very  enjoyable 
two  days'  sport  which  friend  Senior  and  myself 
had  some  three  years  since  on  a  well-known  Midland 
lake. 

"  I  write  this,  however,  to  give  you  my  own 
experience,  extending  over  some  thirty  years,  of 
spinning  as  compared  with  live  bait  fishing; 

"  Given  the  fish  well  on  the  feed,  and  the  water 
fairly  clear  of  weed,  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  my 
mind  that  spinning  ensures  a  bigger  bag  of  fish  and 
more  enjoyment  than  live  baiting,  though  I  am 
doubtful  whether  big  fish  take  the  spinning  bait  as 
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readily  as  live  bait;  With  the  exception  of  the 
18lb;  pike  referred  to  in  the  above  article,  I  have 
never  taken  a  fish  of  more  than  lOlb.  with  the 
spinning  bait,  and  I  have  fished  many  and  varied 
waters.  In  swift-running  waters  like  the  Hamp- 
shire Avon  I  give  the  palm  to  the  paternoster, 
and  I  well  repaember  one  day,  while  fishing  Lord 
Radnor's  water  in  company  with  my  two  brothers, 
I  killed  six  good  fish  in  the  first  hour  with  the 
paternoster,  while  my  brothers  had  not  a  single 
fish  with  snap  tackle.  The  Avon  being  a  weedy 
river,  the  patc  noster,  if  properly  worked  between 
the  runs  in  the  weeds,  searches  out  the  fish,  while 
the  live  bait  is  swept  down  by  the  strong  current 
too  quickly  to  ensure  good  sport. 

"But  with  regard  to  spinning,  I  often  wonder 
why  almost  all  anglers,  including  such  a  master  of 
the  craft  as  '  John  Bickerdyke,'  pin  their  faith  so 
entirely  to  the  '  Chapman '  spinner,  or  the  old 
flight  of  side  hooks,  and  never  try  the  old-fashioned 
'  Storr '•  spinning  flight.  This  tackle  was  invented 
many  years  ago  either  by  my  old  friend,  Mr.  Frank 
Storr,  or  my  late  father,  Mr;  Thomas  Howse; 
specially  for  use  at  the  Stoke  Newington  Reservoirs. 
It  consists  of  one  extra  large  triangle  with  a  small 
triangle  attached,  and  is  baited  by  passing  the 
gimp  with  a  baiting  needle  through  the  vent  and 
out  of  the  mouth  of  the  fish,  the  small  triangle 
being  fixed  in  the  tail  of  the  bait,  partly  to  give 
the  necessary  curl  to  the  bait,  and  partly  to  prevent 
the  large  triangle  tearing  the  bait.  It  is  most 
simple  to  use,  and  most  killing  in  its  effects.  It 
is  equally  adaptable  to  dace,  roach,  and  perch, 
which,  to  my  mind,  is  not  the  case  with  other 
forms  of  flights,  in  addition  to  which  when  bait  is 
scarce  the  same  bait  will  often  do  to  capture  two 
or  three  pike,  as  when  hooked  the  pike  more  often 
than  not  immediately  ejects  the  bait  unharmed  up 
the  gimpj 

"  I  have  killed  large  numbers  of  pike,  especially 
at  the  reservoirs,  with  this  tackle,  and  have  often 
had  good  sport  when  reduced  to  only  small  perch 
for  baits.  I  send  herewith  some  specimens  of  the 
hooks,  which  are,  I  think,  familiar  to  you.  but 
which  some  of  the  numerous  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  may  like  to  see.  The  hooks  are  always 
kept  in  stock  by  Holroyd  Brothers,  of  59,  Grace- 
church-street. — Yours  faithfully, 

J' Francis  Howse.'' 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  CANADA.* 


"  //  there  is  greater  fun  in  this  vale  of  tears  than 
salmon  fishing  I  do  not  know  it.  Better  fortune  I 
cannot  wish  the  reader  than  that  in  sound  health  and 
with  sound  tackle  he  may  in  future  fasten  a  forty- 
pounder,  and  bring  him  safely  to  gaff  after  a  contest 
in  which  each  party  thereto  has  striven  to  the  utter- 
most for  the  victory."- 

Let  us  suppose  the  angler  to  have  jointed  his 
rod  and  prepared  his  cast,  and  that  he  stands  upon 
the  river's  bank  ready  for  action. 

Where  shall  he  cast  ?  The  fish  are  not  impartially 
disseminated  through  the  water  as  though  scattered 
from  a  pepper-pot;  In  some  localities  they  abound, 
in  some  they  are  scarce,  while  others  they  avoid 
altogether;  This  all-important  question  fortunately 
admits  of  a  very  easy  answer.    Ask  the  gaffer; 

Unless  personally  acquainted  with  the  individual- 
ities of  the  stream  he  is  about  to  fish,  even  the 
most  experienced  is  guided  in  a  great  measure  by 
reference  to  the  local  knowledge  of  this  functionary; 
Though  an  acquaintance  with  the  haunts  of  salmon 
elsewhere  will  aid  to  locate  them  in  an  unfamiliar 
river  still  it  makes  at  best  a  prima  facie  case; 
Places  which  seem  to  furnish  every  requisite  for 
a  salmon  elysium  are  shunned  for  others  which 
apparently  offer  no  special  inducement. 

Nothing  about  salmon  fishing  will  probably 
astonish  the  experienced  trout  fisherman,  if  unpre- 
pared, more  than  his  first  introduction  to  a 
"salmon  pool.'-'  I  say  probably  since  it  may 
possibly  resemble  ^vhat  he  has  been  accustomed 
to  call  a  pool;  In  his  mind  the  word  "pool'-  calls 
up  a  vision  of  a  deep,  dark  basin  which  looks  as 
though  it  might  have  its  bottom  almost  anywhere 
this  side  of  China;  A  fall  or  heavy  rapid  thunders 
into  its  upper  end,  where  bubbles  of  foam  are 
swept  hither  and  thither  by  a  maze  of  eddies 
bordering  a  current  which  projects,  tongue-Uke, 
toward  and  dies  a  quiet  death  in  the  centre  of  the 

*  From  "  The  American  Salmon  Fisherman."  By 
Henry  P.  Wells,  j 
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pool.  Elsewhere  the  surface  is  still  and  oily, 
reflectiag  every  rock,  tree,  and  fern  upon  its  margin 
with  mirror-like  fidelity;  A  dim  religious  light — 
the  light  of  the  cloister — broods  over  the  scene. 
The  air  is  cool  and  damp,  and  laden  with  the 
fragrance  of  the  forest.  It  is  the  abode  of  peace 
— so  distant  from,  so  opposed  to  all  that  makes 
up  the  daily  struggle  for  life,  that  it  seems  part  of 
another  and  distant  world.  When  the  past  rises 
before  him,  what  angler  does  not  recall  many  such 
scenes,  and  the  many  hours  of  solemn  happiness 
which  have  glided  by  among  them.  They  are  the 
chosen  home  of  the  very  genius  of  our  heart. 

With  such  a  picture  in  my  mind,  and  with  such 
anticipations,  I  approached  my  first  salmon  pool. 
I  looked  upon  it  with  almost  a  shock  of  disappoiated 
surprise.  The  water  was  clear,  from  three  to  six 
feet  deep,  and  moving  with  a  current  of  some 
three  miles  an  hour,  which  covered  the  surface 
with  wrinkles  an  inch  or  two  high.  The  bottom 
was  covered  with  stones,  from  the  size  of  a  nut  to 
a  foot  or  two  in  diameter,  swept  clean  by  the 
current.:    Below  quite  a  rapid  could  be  seen,  while 


reference  to  this  peculiarity,  but  I  have  invariably 
found  that  those  whose  opinion  was  entitled  to  most 
weight  were  the  most  reluctant  to  assign  a  cause. 

But  the  angler  has  been  dreaming  salmon  fishing 
perhaps  for  months,  and  he  is  impatient  to  begin. 
He  casts  his  eye  over  the  current  and  its  surround- 
ings, as  a  general  surveys  the  field  of  an  anticipated 
battle.  He  notes  every  obstruction  in  or  near  the 
water  which  may  become  a  factor  in  the  struggle 
should  he  fasten  a  fish,  and  as  far  as  possible  decides 
in  anticipation  what  he  will  do  in  every  imaginable 
emergency.' 

He  then  launches  his  fly  in  a  direction  at  a  right 
angle  to  the  current,  and  guides  it  to  the  surface 
of  the  water  as  lightly  and  with  as  straight  a  line 
as  his  skill  will  permit.  When  the  cast  is  complete 
his  rod  will  point  across  the  current.  Retaining 
the  rod  in  that  position,  its  tip  still  pointing  in  the 
same  direction,  he  causes  that  part  of  his  rod  to 
vibrate  up  and  down  in  a  perpendicular  plane 
through  an  amplitude  of  about  one  foot,  and  with 
a  rapidity  of  vibration  about  double  that  of  his 
pulse.    When  the  line  where  it  enters  the  water 


these  methods  may  be  tried  in  succession  with . 
profit.  "  If  one  thing  don't  work,  try  another,"  is 
the  angler's  golden  rule.  The  order  in  which  they 
are  enumerated  suggests  my  opinion  of  the  relative 
merit  of  these  different  systems. 

When  the  current  has  swept  the  fly  until  the  line 
begins  to  approach  a  right  angle  with  the  rod,  the 
tip  may  be  swung  down  stream  and  in  toward  the 
bank.  The  centre  of  motion  is  thus  changed,  and 
the  fly  follows  a  new  course  until  the  time  for  a 
new  cast  arrives.  But  perhaps  a  distinct  enuncia- 
tion of  the  object  in  view  will  not  only  be  more 
easily  remembered  than  specific  directions,  but  will 
be  also  much  more  clastic  and  adaptable  to  local 
circumstances  and  conditions  than  any  hard-and- 
fast  rules. 

Now  the  salmon  may  lie  at  one  side  or  the  other, 
or  in  the  middle,  or  in  any  intermediate  part  of  the 
pool.  Therefore,  that  fly  which  begins  its  career  on 
the  farther  side  of  the  pool,  and  swings  completely 
across  it  to  the  nearer  side,  must  pass  before  the 
noses  of  more  salmon,  and  must  be  more  likely  to 
encounter  one  having  a  taste  for  fly,  than  if  it 
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Map  showing  Salmon  Rivers  of  Canada  Tzowima  into  the  St.  Lawrence. 


above  the  water  deepened  and  became  more 
sluggish.-  A  clay  bank  about  eight  feet  high 
bounded  one  side,  while  on  the  other  the  water 
deepened  and  spread  to  the  opposite  shore,  at  least 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant.  It  was  a  most  hum- 
drum-looking affair,  relieved  from  absolute  insipidity 
only  by  the  beauty  of  the  valley  and  of  its  distant 
margin  of  picturesque  hills. 

Though  salmon,  when  waiting  to  ascend  some 
heavy  fall  or  rapid,  do  lie  in  places  which  a  trout 
fisherman  would  call  a  pool,  and  though  they  may 
be  taken  there  with  a  fly.  still  the  great  majority 
of  salmon  pools  correspond  in  their  general  features 
to  that  described.  They  are  in  reality  more  or  less 
gentle  rapids,  with  a  clean  and  gravelly  bottom 
partially  covered  with  loose  stones,  boulders,  and 
detached  rocks.  Deeper  and  stiller  water  may  be 
immediately  above,  below,  or  on  either  side;  or 
bottoms  more  gravelly,  stony,  or  rocky,  and  with 
more  or  less  current,  may  be  close  at  hand.  For 
some  reasons  known  only  to  themselves,  and 
apparently  beyond  the  skill  of  man  to  divine,  they 
select  and  haunt  the  one,  while  they  utterly  ignore 
the  other,  though  seemingly  in  every  way  preferable. 
I  have  conversed  with  many  salmon  fishermen  in 


appears  to  gently  slap  its  surface  at  every  down- 
ward vibration  of  the  tip  of  the  rod  the  motion  is 

correct. 

The  fly  is  now  acted  on  by  three  forces— first, 
the  current,  tending  to  sweep  it  down  stream  ; 
second,  the  restraining  power  of  the  line,  tending 
to  hold  it  back  ;  and  third,  the  vibratory  motion 
of  the  tip  of  the  rod.  The  result  is  that  the  fly 
describes  an  arc  of  a  circle,  of  which  the  tip  of  the 
rod  is  the  centre  and  the  line  the  radius,  and  that 
it  travels  this  path  by  a  succession  of  impulses 
and  halts,  timed  by  the  rate  of  vibration  of  the  tip 
of  the  rod.  When  the  fly  moves  its  motion  draws 
the  wings  and  hackle  together ;  when  it  halts  they 
expand.  Thus  the  parts  mentioned  seem  to  open 
and  close  something  like  an  umbrella,  and  a  very 
Hfelike  and  attractive  appearance  is  given  to  the  fly. 

This  is  the  usual,  and  perhaps  the  most  effective, 
method  of  displaying  a  salmon  fly.  Some,  however, 
allow  the  current  to  swing  the  fly  steadily  through 
its  orbit,  omitting  altogether  to  vibrate  the  tip, 
while  others  impart  a  rapid  quiver  to  the  rod,  both 
of  which  methods  are  at  times  successful.  Indeed, 
when  a  particular  fish  has  been  located  upon  the 
capture  of  which  the  angler  has  set  his  heart,  all 


traversed  a  more  restricted  path.  The  purpose, 
then,  is  to  display  the  fly  over  as  much  of  the 
surface  of  the  pool  as  is  conveniently  possible,  and 
to  make  it  swim  across  the  current,  instead  of  up 
or  down  stream,  in  so  doing.  The  diagram  on  the 
next  page  will  illustrate  this. 

The  arrow  shows  the  direction  of  the  current. 

A  represents  the  angler ;  A  B,  the  first  position 
of  the  rod ;  and  D,  where  the  fly  lights  upon  the 
water.  The  rod  is  retained  in  the  position  A  B 
until  the  fly  has  swung  through  the  path  D  E.  The 
rod  is  then  shifted  to  the  position  A  C,  and  retained 
there  until  the  fly  has  swung  to  F,  when  a  third 
similar  change  may  be  made  if  salmon  may  be 
expected  still  nearer  the  bank.  During  all  this 
time  the  tip  of  the  rod  has  been  vibrating  as  here- 
inbefore described,  if  the  angler  practises  that 
method  of  displaying  his  fly. 

That  the  fly  should  attract  the  attention  of  the 
fish  before  the  leader,  and  more  especially  before 
the  line,  is  obvious. 

If  the  current  is  more  rapid  nearer  the  angler 
than  it  is  where  the  fly  lights,  the  line  will  be  swept 
down  stream  faster  than  the  fly.  A  belly  is  thus 
thrown  in  the  line  which  will  travel  first,  while  the 
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fly  will  come  dragging  along  behind — clearly  a  very 
undesirable  condition  of  affairs.  The  character  of 
the  current  in  this  respect  should  not  escape  the 
attention  of  the  angler.  If  it  is  unequal,  to  show 
the  fly  in  an  attractive  manner  to  a  more  limited 
yet  appreciative  number  of  spectators  is  far  better 
than  to  pass  it  before  the  nose  of  every  fish  in  the 
river,  if  it  be  only  to  excite  their  derision  and  con- 
tempt for  the  transparency  of  the  fraud. 

Two  courses  are  open  to  the  angler  under  such 
circumstances,  alike  in  that  they  embody  the  same 
principle,  though  differing  as  to  the  means  employed. 
The  object  is  to  handicap  the  line  by  giving  the  fly 
an  earlier  start  in  the  race.  This  may  be  done  by 
casting  more  obliquely  down  stream,  or  by  switch- 
ing the  tip  of  the  rod  up  stream  the  moment  the 
fly  aUghts  on  the  water,  and  thus  throwing  the 
belly  of  the  line  up  the  current.  In  either  case  the 
fly  is  so  far  ahead  of  the  line  at  the  beginning  of 
its  career  that  it  cannot  be  overtaken  and  passed 
by  the  line. 

Having  completed  one  fruitless  cast,  the  angler 
throws  his  fly  behind  him,  and  while  it  is  on  its 
backward  flight  he  takes  a  step  or  two  forward,  and 
then  repeats  the  effort.  It  is  important  that  the 
advance  be  made  either  at  the  time  indicated  or 
before  the  fly  is  taken  from  the  water,  rather  than 
after  the  cast  is  delivered.  In  the  first  case,  his 
advance  aids  in  straightening  out  the  line  well 
behind ;  in  the  second,  he  but  loses  a  little  time  in 
waiting  for  the  current  to  take  up  the  slack  line 
before  he  begins  his  back-cast,  and  this  in  barren 
water ;  but  in  the  third  case,  his  fly  will  lie  impotent 
and  useless,  perhaps  right  in  the  best  of  the  water. 


/ 


until  the  current  has  straightened  the  Une  and 
command  over  the  fly  is  regained. 

After  a  fish  is  fastened  two  methods  are  open  to 
the  angler.  In  one,  fish  is  the  main  object ;  in  the 
other,  fun.  Personally,  I  prefer  the  latter  method 
— at  all  events,  after  having  taken  the  first  edge  off 
my  appetite  by  a  day  or  two  of  success. 

In  the  first  case  the  angler,  though  always,  except 
in  an  actual  crisis,  handling  the  fish  as  if  lightly 
hooked,  keeps  just  as  close  to  it  as  he  can,  and 
gives  it  no  inch  of  line  that  a  vigorous  use  of  his 
legs  will  enable  him  to  retain.  He  also  endeavours 
to  keep  below  it,  for  a  salmon  is  like  a  hog — pull  it 
in  one  direction  and  it  usually  tries  to  go  in  the 
other,  and  up  stream  for  a  fish  is  like  up  hill  for  a 
horse. 

In  the  other  case,  the  angler  lets  the  fish  run  as 
it  sees  tit,  and  the  farther  it  goes  within  the  scope 
of  his  line,  and  the  more  it  jumps  and  "  cavorts," 
the  better  he  likes  it.  When  it  approaches  an 
obstruction  of  course  he  opposes  it  as  best  he  may. 
When  some  more  than  usually  persistent  effort 
admonishes  him  that  his  Une  has  another  end  than 
that  attached  to  the  leader,  he  puts  his  best  foot 
forward.  Then  he  flies  over  stock  and  stone,  in 
the  water  and  out,  passing  his  rod  to  his  gaffer 
where  tooth  and  nail  may  be  required  to  surmount 
some  unusual  difficulty,  and  resuming  it  when  it  is 
overcome,  half  regretful  that  he  was  so  indulgent, 
and  wholly  determined  to  atone  for  it  if  any  effort 
short  of  a  broken  neck  will  do  it. 

(3'c  he  continued.) 


A  BANQUET  of  the  Zionites  was  made  the  occasion 
of  Press  comment  through  the  refusal  of  Dovvie  to 
permit  a  fish  course  on  the  menu,  "  Oysters  and 
clams  are  scavengers  of  the  sea,"  said  the  prophet. 
"Lobsters  are  also  evil.  Omit  them."  With  this 
Parthian  shot  at  the  intelligence  of  his  New  York 
audiences  Elijah  returned  to  the  wild  and  woollv 
West. 


BOOTH'S  SEA  FISH  ATTRACTOK. 

Fully  Protected  Feb.  6,  1903. 
Rbglsteeed  No.  404675. 


Mk.  Booth,  of  Hull,  who  has,  we  regret  to  say, 
been  too  ill  to  do  any  fishing  lately,  sends  us  the 
following  particulars  of  his  Sea  Fish  Attractor, 
which  seems  to  have  in  part  anticipated  the 
"Wrinkle"  for  sea  fishers  pubUshed  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  illustrated  on  Oct.  17,  1903.  Here  is 
what  the  inventor  says  about  it :  — 

"  H  baited  with  whiting  skin,  herring,  mussel,  or 
any  attractive  offal,  and  lowered  from  the  middle 
of  a  boat  when  sea  fishing,  it  will  attract  fish  to 
come  near  the  boat  and  stay  there,  in  the  same 
position,  and  acts  as  a  most  reliable  sand  anchor, 
which  attracts  any  passing  fish  and  keeps  them 
about  your  boat  during  the  whole  of  your  day's 
fishing.     The  inventor  is  fully  convinced  of  its 


utility,  after  numerous  personal  trials,  and  would 
not  fish  without  it.  Price  3s.  6d.  and  3s.  9d.  each. 
Carriage  4d.  each  extra.  H.  Booth,  Inventor  and 
Proprietor,  21,  Paragon-street,  HuU." 


COLONEL  HAWKEE  ON  FLY 
FISHING. 


Our  old  friend',  Colonel  Hawker,  whose  "  Instruc- 
tions to  Young  Sportsmen  "  may  almost  be  regarded 
as  a  shooting  Walton,  sandwiches  in  between  his 
dissertations  on  water-boots,  flushing  jackets, 
detonators,  hare-pockets,  and  muffettees,  an  ex- 
tremely good  little  treatise  on  trout  fishing. 
Broadly  speaking,  it  tends  to  show  us  latter  day 
artists  that,  natheless  all  improvements  in  tackle 
designed  to  grapple  with  the  march  of  education  in 
the  fish,  we  have  not  after  all  made  such  tremendous 
strides  as  we  imagine.  The  Colonel's  oracular  say- 
ings are  somewhat  dictatorial,  but  none  the  less 
valuable  for  that.  Imprimis,  we  can  hardly  agree 
with  his  rod  of  12ft.  3in.  Let  us  pass  that  by. 
The  cult  of  the  dry  insect  being  then  unknown  his 
remarks  only  apply  to  the  wet.  He  advocates  a 
"  dark,  warm,  windy,  drizzly  day,"  and  whoever 
has  fished  in  a  south  wind  mist  will  acknowledge 
the  truth  of  this.  He  says  "ten  in  a  hundred 
throw  the  hatchet  better  than  a  fly,"  and  proceeds 
to  enumerate  sundry  faults — "  One  lets  his  fly  lie 
too  long  in  the  water  after  dropping  it ;  another 
allows  a  fish  so  much  line  as  to  be  able  to  rub  his 
nose  against  the  bottom."-  Who  has  not  seen  this 
at  times  ?  If  some  of  his  orders  re  reels,  etc.,  be 
obsolete,  here  is  an  invaluable  maxim :  "  and  by  not 
confining  it  (the  reel  line)  with  the  hand  while 
throwing  you  are  sure  never  to  break  your  rod  or  line 
by  happening  to  raise  it  suddenly  at  the  moment 
you  have  hooked  a  large  fish  or  a  weed.'-  Obvious 
deduction — strike  from  the  reel.  He  advises  a 
three-yard  collar.  So  do  we.  No  one  nowadays 
would  set  out  in  "  a  common  beaver  hat,"  but  the 
advice  '■  always  keep  a  gut  length  round  your  hat 
ready  to  put  on  in  order  to  avoid  the  waste  of  time 
and  torment  if  you  have  much  entangled  your 
line  "  is  sound  doctrine.  In  an  adverse  wind  an 
almost  hopeless  tangle  may  occur,  and  if  a  rise  is 
on  patience  can  scarcely  be  expected.  The  Colonel 
disagrees  with  father  Izaak  here — "  Walton  says : 
'Before  using,  soak  what  lengths  you  have  in  water 
for  half  an  hour  - ;  in  the  new  school  I  should  rather 


say  draw  what  lengths  you  want  through  india- 
rubber  for  half  a  quarter  of  a  minute."  I  never 
tried  this,  but  should  prefer  the  Waltonian  precept, 
though  not  for  half  an  hour — chacun  a  son  fjout. 
The  worthy  Colonel  recommends  changing  the 
variety  of  flies,  "if  these  have  been  too  much 
hackneyed  by  other  people."  This  is  admirable 
counsel.  Some  favourite  local  flies  are  in  places 
ever  on  the  collar,  and  1  believe  that  trout  pricked 
with  them  get  used  to  their  look  and  are  wary 
accordingly.  I  have  proved  this.  Again,  "  as  to 
carrying,  as  many  do.  a  huge  book  of  flies  almost 
as  large  as  a  family  Bible,  it  is  like  a  beginner  in 
drawing  who  uses  twenty  cakes  of  colour  when  a 
quarter  of  that  number,  if  properly  arranged,  would 
ensure  the  same  purpose  "  M  go,  bihl/ion,  mega 
kakon.  If  the  fish  are  not  on  nothing  will  arouse 
them,  and  continual  changing  is  but  a  wearying  of 
the  flesh  and  spirit.  The  Colonel  is  a  firm  believer 
in  the  holding  power  of  Limerick  hooks.  Good 
again !  I  am  almost  sure  fish  more 
easily  jiggle  off  the  snecks  used  by 
many  tiers.  Re  throwing  a  fly,  he 
remarks :  "  Raise  the  arm  well  up 
without  labouring  ^with  your  body. 
Send  the  fly  both  backwards  and 
forwards  by  a  sudden  spring  of  the 
wrist.  Do  not  draw  the  fly  too  near 
or  you  lose  your  purchase  for  sending 
it  back,  and  therefore  require  an 
extra  sweep  in  the  air  before  you  can 
get  it  into  play  again."  Our  friend 
knew  what  he  was  at.  "If  you 
make  the  counterspring  a  moment 
too  soon  you  will  whip  off  your  tail 
fly,  and  if  a  moment  too  late  your 
flies  will  fall  in  a  slovenly  manner. 
The  knack  of  catching  this  time  is 
therefore  the  whole  art  of  throwing 
well."-  Who  will  dispute  this?  He 
takes  Izaak  to  task  again  here. 
"  Walton,  in  speaking  of  throwing 
a  fly,  says  we  should  fish  'fine  and 
but  we  must  except  very  windy 
or  the  result  of  a  very  long  line 
and  whip  off."  I  doubt  the 
or  he  might  have  added 


far  off,' 
weather, 
may  be  crack 
Colonel  was  a  wader, 

another  injunction  against  long  lines  on  occasion.- 
To  those  unable  to  throw  with  the  left  hand, 
Hawker  says:  "lean  suggest  no  better  makeshift 
than  to  raise  the  rod  over  the  left  shoulder  and 
throw  the  line  by  a  motion  similar  to  that  used 
with  a  whip  when  lightly  hitting  a  leader  on  the 
near  side."  The  writer,  not  being  ambidextrous, 
can  thoroughly  endorse  this.  Now  for  the  Colonel's 
"  finishing  touches."-  "  Throw  :  .  :  rather  for  the 
fly  to  become  for  a  moment  suspended  across 
the  wind  than  directly  down  the  wind.  Prefer 
dropping  the  fly  just  under  a  bush  or  hedge  or 
in  an  eddy  to  the  open  river  because  your  line 
is  then  more  obscured  from  the  light,  and  the 
largest  fish  generally  monopoUse  the  possession  of 
such  places.  If  the  spot  is  calm  watch  the 
first  good  fish  that  rises  ;  avail  yourself  immediately 
of  the  ripple  that  has  been  made  by  the  fish  himself 
and  drop  your  fly  a  little  above  where  he  last  rose. 
The  first  fall  of  a  fly  in  fishing  is  like  the  first  sight 
of  a  bird  in  presenting  a  gun — always  the  best.  If 
you  happen  to  hook  a  good  one  wind  up  immedi- 
ately," continues  the  Colonel.  I  am  not  so  sure  of 
the  wisdom  of  this.  I  should  prefer  to  feel  him  for  a 
few  seconds,  and  a  big  one  often  makes  a  desperate 
dash  on  feeling  the  steel,  but  in  the  next  he  shows 
himself  a  master.  "  The  moment  you  have  got  him 
under  command  of  a  short  line,  hold  your  rod  well 
on  the  bend  with  just  purchase  enough  to  keep  him 
fi'om  going  under  a  weed  or  rubbing  out  your  hook 
by  boring  his  nose  into  the  gravel.  You  will 
always  perceive  he  does  all  he  can  to  get  down  as 
the  best  means  of  escape.  When  he  strikes  ease 
him  at  the  same  instant  (excellent  advice),  and 
when  he  becomes  faint  pull  him  quietly  down  stream, 
and  as  soon  as  you  have  overpowered  him  get  his 
nose  up  to  the  top  of  the  water,  and  when  he  is 
nearly  drowned  begin  to  tow  him  gently  towards 
the  shore.  There  is  no  more  paralysing  effect  on  a 
trout  than  to  keep  his  head  over  water  when  played 
out."  This  is  admirable  counsel.  Using  a  net,  the 
Colonel  says :  "  And  then  you  have  only  to  keep 
his  eyes  above  water  and  tow  him  into  it.  Take 
care  that  neither  that  nor  the  man  who 
may  assist  you  goes  even  in  sight  of  the 
water  till  the  fish  is  brought  fairly  within 
reach.  Mind  this  or  the  net  and  your  man 
will  prove  enemies  instead  of  assistants  to  your 
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sport.  Nothing  will  so  soon  or  suddenly  rouse  a 
sick  6sh  as  the  sight  of  a  man  or  the  landing  net.' , 
Here  is  a  useful  hint.  "Moreover,  trout  will 
frequently  cease  to  rise  well  even  at  the  best  of 
times  from  being  every  day  whipped  at  by  anglers 
jrorn  the  same  hank.  My  plan  is  in  this  case  to  go 
to  the  opposite  side."  Of  course  the  other  side 
must  be  available,  and  during  present  season  the 
writer  adopted  this  strategy  with  very  profitable 
results.  It  will  be  evident  from  the  foregoing  that 
Hawker  was  no  mean  exponent  of  the  craft  on  the 
Hampshire  streams  which  he  favoured,  and  that 
there  is  very  little  new  under  the  sun. 

Black  Hackle. 


AQUATIC  INSECTS,  ETC. 

From  "FRESH-WATER  AQUARIA."* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  G.;  Bateman,  A.K.G. 


[Continued  from  page  44.) 
CHAPTER  Xlll.— continued: 
Of  the  genus  Ocrris.  which  contains  about  ten 
Species,  G.  lacustris  (Fig.  104)  is  the  commonest 
member.  It  is  n6t  quite  |in.  long,  of  a  dark  slate- 
colour,  with  yellowish  marking  at  the  sides  of  the 
body. 

G.  Najas,  the  largest  and  one  of  the  commonest 
species,  can  be  easily  recognised  by  its  great  size 
long  legs,  and  want  of  wings.  It  is  found  upon  run- 
ning water,  and  is  very  difficult  to  catch  in  the  net 


Fig.  164.    Gebris  lacustris. 


The  larva  and  the  pupa  of  this  insect  may  be  distin 
guished  by  the  size  of  the  abdomen.  When  the 
former  is  just  hatched,  the  abdomen  is  extremely 
small,  but  it  increases  in  size  as  the  animal  grows 
older.  The  legs  are  very  long  from  the  first,  and 
the  full-grown -Cr.  Najas  is  known  by  the  faint  signs 
of  wings.  G.  thoracica  is  smaller  and  less  common 
than  tne  preceding  Gerris,  and  may  be  readily  de 
tected  by  a  reddish  mark  upon  the  back  of  the 
thorax — -hence  the  specific  name.  G.  gibhifera  is  of 
the  same  size  as  G.  thoracica,  but  is  without  the 
mark  upon  the  thorax.  It  is  also  a  rather  broader 
insect,  and  is  more  abundant.  G.  argentata  is  the 
smallest  of  all  the  Gerridce,  but  it  is  by  no  means 
common.  All  the  members  of  this  genus  have  a  fine 
hair-like  covering  beneath  their  bodies.  They  use 
their  fore  pair  of  legs  for  seizing  their  prey,  their 
intermediate  pair  for  rowing  themselves  along  upon 
the  surface  of  the  water,  and  they  steer  by  means  of 
the  last  pair.  Their  antennae  are  four- jointed,  and 
their  wings  are  carried  so  close  to  their  bodies  that 
there  is  some  little  difficulty  in  detecting  them. 
Their  eyes  are  prominent,  and  their  beaks,  when 
not  wanted,  are  kept  folded  back  beneath  the  fore- 
part of  their  bodies.  Most  of  the  Gerridm  hibernate 
in  the  winter-time  beneath  some  stone  or  piece  of 
wood  and  the  like  close  to  the  waters  edge,  occa- 
sionally leaving  these  quarters  upon  any  fine  and 
mild  days  which  may  happen  during  that  season. 
The  smaller  species  of  the  Gerridm  are  more  grega- 
rious than  the  larger. 

Velia  currens,  a  common  and  very  active  Httle 
water-runner,  is  exceedingly  abimdant,  and  more 
suitable  for  the  aquaiium  than  any  of  the  Hydro- 
mtlridw  already  mentioned.  It  seems  to  be  a  very 
contented  insect,  and  readily  submits  to  captivity. 
It  is,  however,  a  skilful  climber,  often  astonishing 
its  owner  by  its  adroitness  in  escaping  from  an 
apparently  quite  secure  prison.  When  it  has  been 
a  short  time  in  the  aquarium  it  becomes  tame,  and 
eagerly  attacks  the  food  which  is  given  to  it.  Half- 
a-dozen  of  these  insects  will  quickly  extract  all  the 
nutriment  they  can  from  the  body  of  a  bluebottle. 
Flies  seem  to  be  their  most  suitable  food  while  in 
confinement ;  but  if  these  cannot  be  procured,  they 
will  satisfy  their  hunger  with  a  piece  of  raw  meat. 
This  lively  httle  insect  is  sometimes  called  the 
Water-Cricket,  and  may  be  found  upon  nearly 
e  very  pond  or  stream,  and  frequently  at  any  season 


of  the  year.  It  is  not  quite  .}in.  long,  of  a  dark- 
brown  colour,  with  two  orange  stripes  along  the 
back.  It  very  seldom  has  wings.  In  summer-time 
great  numbers  of  these  VdicB  are  found  together, 
and  they  do  not  seem  to  care  about  choosing  the 
smoothest  pieces  of  water  for  their  meetings. 
Besides  the  Hydromelridce  just  mentioned,  there  are 
other  interesting  membeis  of  the  family  which 
might  be  kept  in  confinement. 

The  two  families  belonging  to  the  tribe  Hydro- 
corism  (Water-Bugs)  found  in  Britain  are  the  Nepidm 
and  the  Notonectida:.  The  former  include  the 
genera  Nepa,  Ranatra.  and  Naucoris,  and  the  latter 
Notonecta  and  Corixa. 

All  the  members  of  the  Nepidoi  family  (Water- 
Scorpions)  live  for  the  greater  part  of  their  life  in 
the  water,  and  there  feed  upon  other  aquatic 
animals.  They  arc  not  very  active  insects,  trusting 
rather  to  stealth  than  to  speed  for  the  capture  of 
their  victims.  The  Water-Scorpions  have  very 
powerful  raptorial  fore-legs,  with  which  they  seize 
and  hold  their  prey  while  they  extract  all  its  juices. 
There  arc  four  other  legs,  which  are  chiefly  used  for 
swimming  or  crawling  among  aquatic  plants.  Their 
rostrum,  which  has  three  joints,  is  quite  strong 
enough  to  pierce  the  human  skin.  They  have  wings 
and  fair  powers  of  flight. 

The  Water-Scorpion  should  not  be  kept  in  the 
same  aquarium  with  small  fish,  for  it  will  kill  them  ; 
nor  with  large  ones,  for  they  might  kill  it.  Though 
this  insect  is  so  courageous  and  predaceous,  it  will 
quickly  succumb  to  improper  treatment.  It  is  an 
interesting  object  in  a  small  tank,  where  it  ought  to 
be  the  only  occupant.  The  vessel  in  which  it  is 
confined  should  be  covered  and  should  also  be  pro- 
vided with  something  or  other,  such  as  a  piece  of 
cork,  wood,  or  pumice-stone,  which  will  float,  and 
upon  which  the  creature  can  climb  when  it  wishes 
to  leave  the  water  for  a  short  time.  With  care  the 
Water-Scorpion  will  live  for  a  long  while  in  cap- 
tivity. For  food  it  apparently  prefers  small  fish 
and  tadpoles,  but  it  is  content  with  almost  anything 
of  an  animal  nature. 

Nepa  cinerea  (Fig.  106)  is  very  common  in  ponds 
near  ly  everywhere.  It  readily  escapes  detection, 
however,  owijig  to  its  colouring,  which  is  similar  to 
that  of  the  mud  upon  which  it  is  fond  of  resting 
More  than  once  I  have  thought  that  my  Water 
Scorpions  had  escaped  from  their  aquarium  on 
account  of  this  facility  of  hiding,  and  only  dis 
covered  my  mistake  by  their  change  of  position, 
This  aptitude  for  concealment  is  very  useful  to  the 
insect,  for  its  prey  comes  unsuspectingly  into  its 
neighbourhood,  and  only  reaUses  rts  danger  as  it  is 
seized  by  the  cruel  fore-legs,  and  pulled  within  reach 
of  the  sharp  beak.  N.  cinerea  has  great  courage,  or 
recklessness.  For  example,  I  have  taken  a  Nepa 
from  its  aquarium,  in  which  it  has  lived  for  a  con- 
siderable time,  and  placed  it  -with,  a  tiny  mimiow 
(Fig.  165)  in  a  saucer  before  me  ;  but  no  sooner  did 


covering,  which,  when  shed,  is  so  complete  in  shajn 
that  it  may  be  readily  mistaken  for  the  creatin' 
itself.  N.  cinerea  lays  very  curious  oval  eggs, 
which  have  seven  filaments  or  bristles  at  one  end. 


*  Published  in  the  Pifhing  Gazelle  by  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  Upcott  Gill. 


Fig.  105.    The  Minnow  (Leuciscus  phoxinus). 
(^From  a  jyliotogra ph  by  the  Avthor.) 

the  little  fish  swim  within  reach  of  the  fore-legs  of 
the  "  scorpion,"  than  it  was  seized  by  them  and 
pressed  against  the  hungry  creature's  rostrum.  Yet 
this  "  water-bug  "  had  not  only  been  moved  from 
one  vessel  to  another  a  minute  or  two  previously, 
but  also  from  one  room  to  another. 

N.  cinerea  (Fig.  166)  is  very  flat,  elhptical,  about 
lin.  long,  and  of  a  dark  brown  colour,  with  a  slight 
reddish  tinge.  The  upper  part  of  the  abdomen  is 
a  brighter  red.  and  the  head  is  small  and  sunk 
almost  to  the  prominent  eyes  into  the  thorax.  .At 
the  end  of  the  body  there  are  two  long  and  slender 
appendages  more  than  |in.  in  length,  wliich  are  used 
for  breathing.  These  caudal  appendages  when 
placed  close  together  have  the  appearance  of  only 
one  appendage  (Fig.  166)  :  they  have  given  the 
animal  its  familiar  name  of  Water-Scorpion,  for  of 
course  it  is  no  scorpion,  but  a  bug.  This  insect 
respires  by  means  of  these  filaments.  The  larva, 
with  the  exception  of  its  size  and  want  of  wings,  is 
very  like  the  imago  (Fig.  166).  The  pupa,  just 
before  it  enters  the  perfect  state,  casts  its  outer 
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These  filaments,  which  are  about  as  long  as  the  eggi 
itself,  form  themselves  into  a  kind  of  receptacle  for  the 
egg  which  follows  that  to  which  they  are  attached.'! 

Ranatra  linearis  (Fig.  167)  is  a  much  more  curiousj 
and  less  common  insect  than  the  preceding.  It 
resembles  the  Nepa  in  its  antennae,  tarsi,  and  its 
long  respiratory  apparatus  at  the  extremity  of  ita 
body,  but  it  is  unlike  that  creature  in  the  great 
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elongation  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen — hence  it.-> 
specific  name.    The  Ranatra  measures  l^in.  from 
the  beak  to  the  commencement  of  the  two  bristle- 
like  appendages,  and  the  appendages  themscKi  s 
are  nearly  \\m.  long.    The  head  is  small,  but  the 
eyes  are  large  and  very  prominent.    The  fore  paii 
of  legs,  which  are  raptorial,  are  extremely  curious 
and  interesting.    By  means  of  an  unusually  long 
coxa  they  have  great  freedom  of  movement.  The 
Ranatra  moves  slowly  and  stealthily  through  the.j 
water,  either  by  swimming  with  a  curious  motion  of^ 
the  legs,  or  by  crawling  over  the  aquatic  plants.  ^ 
Its  manner  of  securing  its  victims  is  similar  to  that  , 
of  the  Nepa,  and  it  is  if  anything  more  fearless  and; 
ravenous  than  that  insect.    The  Ranatra  has  verjp 
beautiful  wings,  wliich  it  not  infrequently  uses,' 
When  this  "  scorpion  "  has  been  some  Uttle  timi 
out  of  the  water  it  has  difficulty  in  returning 
beneath  the  surface,  owing  apparently  to  its  small 
specific  gravity  and  to  the  dryness  of  its  body.  The 
upper  part  of  the  insect's  abdomen  beneath  the 
wings  is  bright  red,  and  the  rest  of  the  body  is  a 
darkish  bro\vn.    The  Ranatra  will  sometimes  breed 
in  confinement,  but  the  larvae  are  difficult  to  rear. 
They  will  not  hesitate,  if  they  lack  a  sufficiency  of 
suitable  food,  to  feed  upon  one  another,  the  younger 
ones  falling  victims  to  the  older.    It  is  necessary  for 
success  to  provide  them  with  a  considerable  variety 
and  quantity  of  small  aquatic  animal  life.  Th(; 
eggs  are  longer  than  those  of  Nepa  cinerea.  and  are 
furnished  with  only  two  filaments  or  bristles  each 
instead   of  seven.    These   filaments   are  passed, 
jiressed  together,  through  the  leaf  of  some  water- 
plant,  such  as  that  of  the  Frog-bit  (Hydrocharis 
morsus-rance).  and  immediately  after  insertion  they 
open,  and  thus  the  egg  is  fixed  securely  to  the  leafj 
Sometimes  as  many  as  half-a-dozen  eggs  will  b|; 
found  hanging  to  the  same  leaf.    The  eggs,  accorcfe, 
ing  to  the  tempcratuie  of  the  Mater,  hatch  in  about 
a  month.    The  young  Ranatrw  from  the  first  are  in 
shaj)e  very  hke  their  parents,  but  Ughter  in  colour. 
R.  linearis  will  live  a  long  time  in  captivity  if 
propeily  cared  for.    It  should  be  fed  on  the  same 
kind  of  food  as  that  recommended  for  its  relative 
the  Nepa.    The  two  Water-Scorpions  must  not  be 
kept  together  in  the  same  aquarium.    R.  linearis. 
which  is  rarer  than  the  Nepa,  can  generally  be 
bought  for  about  a  shilling,  during  the  summer,  of 
London  dealers  in  aquarium  articles. 

[To  he  continued.) 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  General  Remaeks.  —  The  river  was 
quitf  out  of  conHit  on  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
week,  and  no  sport  of  aiy  importance  was  to  be 
obtained.  On  Wednesday,  ho « ever,  there  was  a 
decided  change  for  the  better,  and  the  water  was 
clearing  rapidly.  Provided  the  temperature  does 
not  change  too  frequently,  as  it  has  done  of  lat3, 
there  should  be  good  takes  of  roach  and  chub, 
whilst  it  is  just  p  'ssible  that  the  water  may  be 
clear  enousrh  for  pikj  fishing.  At  Walton,  bei^ore 
the  watsr  became  too  coloured,  Mr.  Flemming  had 
a  fine  chub  of  .51b.  2oz.  R^ach  up  to  I  Jlb.  have 
been  had  in  the  Reading  district.  The  Staines 
Trout  Restockint;  As  oc:ation  are  putting  another 
20')  trout  in  the  Thames,  the  greater  number  of  the 
consignment  being  placed  at  Penton  Hook. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

 (Kichmond). — The  river  here  has  been  lately 

running  thick  and  swift — so  that  ang  insc  iu  s  >riie 
respects  has  been  at  a  stiind-<till — but  quieted 
down  the  list  few  days.  Jol)  Brain,  sen.,  out  on 
Jan.  19,  amongst  his  rak^  h  td  a  carp  of  8  b.,  caught 
on  fine  drawn  gut,  h  ><  k  No.  10.  with  a  pie  e  of 
bread  crust ;  and  en  Jan.  2U,  amongi^t  his  take  had 
a  pike  of  lUb.,  caught  on  a  No.  i)  h<  ok  on  fine 
drawn  gnt,  with  a  piece  of  br  ad  cru-t.  Job  Brain, 
jun.,  hatl  some  perch  and  brenm.  All  the  above 
fish  were  taken  in  an  eddy  close  to  the  shure. — 
Gavnob  and  Son. 

 (Henley). — The  watar  has  been  out  of  con- 
dition during  thn  past  week  and  little  fishing  has 
been  attempted ;  it  is  now  fininz  down  and  is  a  good 
colour  f.jr  roach  fishing,  several  of  which  have  been 
cauaht  up  to  lib.  9.1  oz.  Given  fine  weather  it 
should  be  right  fur  all-round  fishini;  by  the  week  end. 
A  trout  weighing  lOlb.  was  found  dead  at  Aston 
Ferry  in  the  punt  of  the  ferryman,  Mr.  .1.  Hawkes  ; 
it  is  suppo-r-ed  that  in  cha-in^  a  bait  the  fish  I  v  ped 
out  CI  the  water  and  1  .ndeJliim^elf  i  i  the  punt.  I 
have  known  other  trout  that  have  been  caught  this 
way.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  is  having  the  fi-h  preser\  ed. 
The  Izaak  Wal  on  Angling  Club  fi-hed  a  match 
here  on  .Ian.  17,  but  sport  with  them  was  very 
poor.  J  do  not  think  there  was  a  member  who 
had  a  fish  that  would  weigh  in. — Stanley  Mead. 
_  Esk  (  wuitby). — The  spawning  season  upon  this 
river  ha.s  bfenverysuccessfulgenerally.and  to  this  the 
very  favourable  conditi'ms  which  prevailed  during 
the  latter  portion  of  last  year  is  largely  attributable. 
During  the  period  of  the  transit  of  the  sa'mon  and 
sea-trout  from  the  sea  to  the  higher  reaches  of  thi 
river,  where  spawning  operations  ensue,  the  water 
remaint-d  in  nice  trim,  the  river  rarely,  if  ever,  being 
either  too  heavy  or  too  low,  and  in  consequence 
they  were  enabled  to  spread  well  in  the  district. 
Collectively  the  season  has  been  one  of  the  best 
experipncei  so  far  as  spawning  is  concerned,  and 
up  to  the  time  of  writing  very  few  dead  fish,  either 
frorn  disease  or  otherwise,  have  been  seen.  I  hus 
the  prospects  are  good,  and  should  the  atmospheric 
conditions  be  correct,  pinkey  fishing,  which  com- 
mences on  Feb.  2,  liolda  forth  good  prospects.  In 
the  various  becks,  especially  that  near  ( 'ornmontlale, 
the  spawning,  it  is  stated,  has  been  exceptionally 
9ucce««ful,  and  the  fish  which  passed  up  the  river 


are  said  to  have  been  above  the  average.  At  present 
the  water  is  in  suitable  condition  for  the  return  of 
the  fish. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe,^  and   Canal  ^Exeter). — Tn   the   Exe  and 

a'so  the  Exeter  Canal  a  few  pike  and  some  perch 
have  been  taken,  but  the  weather  conditions  have 
not  been  conducive  to  good  sport.  Herrings  are 
being  caught  by  the  fisherman  netting  at  Exmouth 
and  opposite  coasts,  but  other  fish  are  not  on  tho 
feed. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Down  to  this  morning 
(Jan.  21)  little  sport  has  been  reported  in  tho  Lea 
and  its  tributaries.  Conditions  have  again  not  been 
favour  ible.  The  water  has  been  in  an  unsett'el 
stats,  and  the  weather  raw  and  cold.  The  best  results 
are  notified  from  Hertford,  where  roach,  perch,  dace, 
and  pike  have  been  landed.  On  Monday,  Tuesday, 
and  Wednesday  (Jan.  18,  19,  and  20),  local  anglers 
creeled  some  good  sized  roach  there,  several  ranging 
up  to  a  pound  each.  Between  St.  Margaret's  and 
Rye  House  nice  roach  have  also  been  brought  to 
bank  at  times,  and  a  pike  of  121b.  is  reported  to 
have  been  recently,  landed  in  the  Broxbourne 
district.  In  the  Stort  roach  have  been  principally 
taken.  The  Rib  is  in  good  colour  for  dace.  Given 
fine  weather  and  some  sun  on  the  water,  anglers 
visiting  the  Lea  would  fiad  the  roach  "at  home," 
for  the  river  is  in  nice  colour  for  the  sport. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lnergf  and  Arrow  (Leominstert. — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  rather  high  and  stained 
owing  to  the  late  very  heavy  falls  of  rain.  They 
are  gradually  lowering,  but  not  in  fishing  order. 
The  weather  is  very  unsett'ed  and  angling  has  been 
slow.  No  rods  out.  By  the  end  of  the  week,  if  the 
weather  keeps  fine,  there  will  be  a  prospect  of  some 
■sport  being  had  with  worm,  maggot,  and  grass- 
hopper.   The  Pinsley  is  stained. — Gwynne, 

Lag'g',  Arrow,  and  Piasley  (KlUg'sland). 
Rivers  are  still  on  the  hijh  side  and  recede  but 
slowly,  while  the  grayling  remain  sluggish  Weather 
is  mostly  dull  and  damp,  y  t  the  temperature  is 
constantly  changing.  Though  the  glass  is  high 
enough  for  fine  weather,  yet  a  strong  Scotch  mist 
has  b  en  falling  throughout  the  afternoon  (Jan.  20), 
and  prospects  for  the  near  future  very  uncertain. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Angling  has  been  out  of 
the  question  altogether  for  the  past  few  days,  a:  the 
water  in  the  river  has  not  re  eded  ;  but  if  the  nice 
change  we  are  experiencing  to-day  (Wednes  lay)  in 
the  weather  continues,  we  may  get  some  good  pika 
fishing  by  the  end  of  the  present  week. — E.  A.  S. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  GaiD  (Iflanymy- 
aech). — We  had  an 'ther  short  spell  of  winter 
at  the  close  of  last  week,  »nd  the  Welsh  hills  were 
CO  \ted  with  s  iow.  A  change  took  place  on  Monday, 
when  April  weather  again  prevailed — sunshine  and 
showers,  the  showers,  of  course,  pre  'omimiting. 
VVith  snow-broth  in  all  th  we  rive  s  ang  ing  has  not 
been  very  succes-'ful,  but  at  th  '  time  ot'  writi  ig 
(VVednesd  y)  th^re  is  a  sh^-rp  frost,  which  gia\ling 
angle  is  eame  -t  y  wish  may  long  continue. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  The 
past  week  has  b^-ea  a  continuation  of  fog,  rain,  and 
cheerless  weather.  During  the  gales  the  low 
country  was  in  places  flooded,  and  rivers  thick  and 
unfishable.  Local  anglers  have  taken  a  few  pike 
from  the  upper  water  of  the  Ouse,  but  nothing  over 
6^1b.  has  been  notified  me.  A  brace  of  41b.  pike 
have  been  captured  on  the  Henfleld  portion  of  the 
Adur,  but  fine  weather  is  badly  wanted  ere  one 
can  indulge  in  an  outing  with  any  chance  of 
sue  e  s.  Chi  hester  Canal  is  m  good  condi  ion, 
and  for  pike  and  perch  is  the  best  availa  le  wa  er 
in  the  south.  Mr.  Barden,  our  premier  p  lotograph  r, 
is  as  successful  with  the  r  )d  as  with  the  camera. 
During  the  week  he  has  taken  a  brace  of  41o.  pike 
and  a  nice  fish  of  over  101b.,  all  caught  on  live-snap 
tackle.  One  of  our  local  anglers  (?)  complains  of  the 
unlair  fishing  of  people  from  Portsmouth.  He  had 
seven  lines  out  with  floats,  and  baited  with  live 
gfirge,  and  the  visitors  would  persist  in  spinning  and 
fouling  his  lines.  I  should  imagine  the  boot  was  on 
the  other  leg. — Georoe  F.  Salter. 

Teme  Ladiowi.  The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
been  r  unning  very  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out 
of  order  for  fish. ng  for  some  days.  The  weather  has 
cleared  a  little,  and  water  has  gone  down  con- 
siderably and  is  clearing  nicely,  and  if  we  get  fine 
wea  her  there  is  every  prosi;ect  of  some  fishing 
being  had  next  week.  Angling  has  been  out  of  the 
question  until  to-day,  ^^'ednesdaJ'  (J  n.  2(»),  when 


'I'KOUT  Flies.— The  trout  season  is  fast  approaching,  ami 
ait^lers  slwjiild  now  have  their  roils,  reels,  and  waders  overliauled. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  greater  care  can  be  given  in  overliauliug 
than  during  the  busy  season,  and  ample  time  can  be  allowed  for 
the  varnish  to  harden  thoroughly.  Klies  to  pattern  should  also 
be  oi  dered  now.  The  greatest  care  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Anglers  in  the  habit  of  dressing  their  own 
llii's  should  now  secure  their  material.  .Selections  can  be  made 
up  to  suit  the  re(|uiremeuts  ot  salmon  or  trout  fly  dressers. — 
.r.  E.  Miller  (Telephone  2(i01),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  10,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


tho  water  got  into  or'lor  for  worm,  maggot,  and 
grassho  )por  fishing,  and  a  few  coarse  fish  were 
landed  at  mi  lday  with  worm.  The  grayling  season 
has  been  a  very  poor  onoun  to  the  present  owing  to 
tho  most  unfavoura'ilo  weather,  but  there  is  plenty 
of  good  fish  in  this  district,  and  a  few  nights'  frost 
would  make  a  wonderful  difference  in  tim  r^rospoots 
for  sport.  Tho  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwv<  he 
are  all  running  stained,  but  are  getting  into  fishing 
order. — S.  Ludlow, 

Te  •>  e  (Tenburyi. — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  on  tho  higVi  side  and  i-i  stained.  It  has 
been  high  and  muddy  for  some  days,  but  is  going 
down,  and  should  be  in  good  order  for  fishing  again 
by  beginning  of  next  week  if  the  weather  will  keep 
fine,  which  is  doubtful.  Angling  has  been  very 
quiet,  no  rods  being  out  this  week.  With  better 
weather,  there  should  be  some  grayling  caught  next 
week.  — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigrhbourinfr 
Rivers. — A  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Tyno  at 
Corbridge  and  Wylam  with  only  a  poor  result.  In  the 
Till  grayling  still  continue  to  give  good  sport,  some 
good  baskets  having  been  killed  with  the  worm  ;  two 
rods  fishing  the  Glen  have  had  some  nice  sport,  each 
cre^l  being  fairly  well  filled  with  grayling.  The 
lower  reachos  of  the  Coquet,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  are 
crowded  w  th  late  fish,  and  the  worst  of  it  is  disease 
has  shown  it  elf,  and  salmon  are  seen  with  big  white 
patches  on  them.  A  good  flood  would  do  a  p  >wer 
of  g  od. — Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle -on- 
Tyne. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe.  Nidd,  Derwent.  Onse.  etc. 
(Torks^. — The  Yoredale,  Swaledale,  Nidderdale, 
and  Wharfedale  hills  were  covered  with  snow  last 
Saturday.     A  thaw  set  in  on  Jin.    17   an  l  18, 

consequently  all  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have  been 
ru  ming  high  with  snow  wa'er.  Very  few  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  Yore  at  Hawes,  Re  I  mi  e, 
Wensley,  and  Middleham.  In  the  lower  reaelies 
a  few  rods  have  been  seen  out,  but  sport  on 
the  whole  has  not  bfen  good.  The  Wharfe 
has  been  running  high  all  the  week.  Verv  few  ods 
have  been  out  on  the  upper  reaches  at  Appletrae- 
wick  an  1  Burn-all.  At  Ilkley  a  few  rods  have  been 
out,  baskets  of  h'df  a  dozen  have  been  git  by  one 
or  two  anglers  with  the  httle  cock^nu"  wo'm.  Very 
few  anglers  have  been  seen  at  Otley,  Pool,  and 
Harewood.  At  West  m,  Woodhall,  and  Cobingham 
a  fair  number  of  rods  have  be'>n  out;  spoit 
has  been  fair,  the  most  successful  rodsters  being 
Messrs.  Skinner,  Foxc  oft,  Leeeh,  Ross,  and  Robin- 
son. Beyond  Collingham  Bridge  very  little  has 
beo'i  d  )ne  in  the  lower  rea'^'hes  The  Swale  has  been 
running  high.  In  the  districts  of  Ric'imond  and 
Catterick  Bridge  fair  catches  of  g  ay'irg  have  been 
git  with  tho  worm.  In  the  -  1  nver  reahes 
fair  sp  >rt  has  been  met  with  at  Ainde  by 
Me  srs  Thomas  an  l  Rippin  h  d  a  nice  c:itch 
'  n  l.tn.  10.  Tlie  wea  he-  during  the  las'  few 
djys  has  not  been  favoura  1  ,  and  few  angi  rs  hi'ce 
been  out  on  the  D  ;rwent.  Rye,  and  Costa.  Pro  -pects 
are  not  very  encouraging  for  the  next  fe-v  d^iys. — 
John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  IJ.  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Loch  Tay  (Eillin  Hotel). — Fishing  from  this 
hotel  on  .Jan.  15  Mr.  J.  .Mitchell,  Airdrie,  landed  a 
salmon,  161b.;  Mr.  Service,  one,  I51b. ;  Dr.  Todd, 
one,  I8lb.  On  Jan.  16,  Mr.  Service,  one,  17lb. ; 
Mr.  Smifi,  one.  15'b.  On  Jan.  18,  Mr.  Mitchell,  two, 
171b.  and  18  b.  ;  Mr.  Ure.  two,  Hilb.  and  I7lb.  :  Mr. 
Wrlg' t,  one,  I9ib. ;  Mr.  G  diaway,  cn\  lolb. — 
H.  Wri  ;ht. 

 On  Jan.  15.  M--.  Mit  h  -11  had  one  fish 

of  161b.,  Mr.  Service  one  of  151l>.,  Dr.  Todd  one 
181b.,  and  Mr.  B  nnet  one  I81b.  O  i  Jan.  16,  Mr. 
Service  one  of  171b.  and  Mr.  Smith  one  151b.  On 
.Jan.  18,  Mr.  Mitchell  two,  171b.  and  181b.,  Mr.  Ure 
two,  161b.  and  171b.,  and  Mr.  Wright  one,  191b. 
On  Jan.  19,  Mr.  J.  S.  Patmore  killed  three  salmon 
of  251b.,  241b.  and  16lb.— A.  A. 

layon  (Fortingall  . — On  Fortingall  Hotel  water, 
on  Jan.  1 5,  Mr.  A.  C.  Johnson,  London,  had  a 
.salmon  of  lUlb. ;  Mr.  R.  Stewart,  hotel,  one  of  241b. 
On  Jan.  18,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  Richmond,  had  one  of 
2  lib.  On  Jan.  19,  Mr.  Johnson,  London,  had  one 
of  Itilb.  On  Jan.  20,  Mr.  Geen,  had  two  oi  Klb. 
and  171b.  The  river  is  in  sp  endid  ply,  and  the 
season  promises  well. — R.  Stewart. 

Nortli  of  Scotland.  Dee. — Fresh-run  spring 
fish  have  been  seen  at  P.itarch,  some  thiit\  miles 
from  the  sea.  This  is  as  early  as  any  previou-'  d  ite 
on  record.  Alihouih  aftw  pioneers  iire  always  met 
with  about  this  time,  and  especially  so  in  a  fairly 
open  season,  yet  it  seldom  happens  that  the  fish  are 
forward  in  bulk  in  the  middle  of  January,  which  is 
decidedly  tho  case  at  present.  The  Kincardine, 
Aboyne,  and  Glentana  waters  should  yield  well  from 
the  start,  and  even  as  far  inland  as  Ballater  more 
than  kelts  may  confidently  be  looked  for  when  the 
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opening  day  swing?  round,  some  three  weeks  hence. 
The  likelihood  is  that  with  a  continuance  of  the 
present  mild  weather  the  bulk  of  the  spring  fish  will 
have  run  throuah,  and  that  the  fairly  middle  and 
lower  waters  will  bo  entirely  dependent  on  the 
stragglers  or  --drappet"  fish  which  usually  follow 
the  niain  shoals.    The  pr  ospe(tts  of  an  (?arly  start 
on  the  higher  reaches  are  bright  indt^ed,  and  whether 
a  storm  sets  in  or  not  there  will  be  an  abundtmce  of 
sport  when  the  climatic  conditions   are  suitable. 
j)oN. — The  lower  reaches  of  the  Don  are  tfeeming 
with  fine  fresh  spring  fish,  and  with  a  flood  or  two 
to  assist  thein  over  the  dykes  there  should  be  good 
-Dort  rigVit  on  from  tho  opening  day.    The  Pirie's 
Company,  it  is  reported,  are  to  lower  their  dyke 
two  feet,  and  other  niillownors  will  follow  suit.  A 
good  time  of  it  is  in  store  for  tho  "  I'ooi-  Old  Don" 
at  last,  and  if  once  tlio  pollution  fiend  wore  similarly 
tackled  and  sot  at  rest,  this  river  would  be  one  of 
the  most  prolific  salmon  streams  in  the  kingdom. — 
G.  M. 

Tay. — Rod  salmon  fishing  on  tho  River  Tay  and 
its  tributaries,  tho  Tummol  and  Garry,  opened  on 
.Jan  1.5,  under  very  promising  conditions,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  tho  river  was  about  a  foot  too 
high  for  most  of  the  beats  still ;  on  the  beats  which 
were  fishable  very  good  sport  was  obtained.  The 
best  take  was  got  on  a  pool  on  Stanley  water,  when 
Mr.  Alex.  Heyder  got  eight  fish.  On  .Jan.  IC 
the  river  came  into  good  ply  and  fish  were  got  on 
most  of  the  beats.  Large  numbers  of  clean  fish  were 
soon  rising.  On  Monday  good  sport  was  got,  but  on 
Tuesday  tlie  river  caino  out  about  three  feet  and 
very  little  fishinu;  was  done.  It  is  again  (Wednes- 
day) coming  into  good  ply,  although  still  a  little 
too  high.  Fish,  as  expected,  are  well  dis 
tributed  over  the  Tay,  Loch  Tay,  and  the 
River  Lyon.  The  prospects  for  a  successful  spring 
have  not  been  so  bright  for  a  number  of  years 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  piincipal  takes 
reported  since  tho  opening:  Islamouth  Beat. — 
Mr.  H.  .].  Younger  and  Mr.  Cox,  fishing  this  stretch 
on  tho  15th  inst.,  landed  one  fish  of  181b.,  and  on 
18th  another  of  231b.  The  same  gentleman,  fishing 
Stobhall  beat  on  Kith,  killed  two  salmon  of  231b.  and 
1811).  Lower  Stanley. — Mr.  Alex.  Heyder,  fishing 
this  waterou. Ian.  15, killed eightfish  of  lO.Ub.,  14Jlb.. 
Kill).,  151b.,  171b.,  KUb.,  121b.  and  171b.,  and"  on 
.Ian.  18  Col.  A.  Braim  landed  two  salmon  of  171b 
and  K.lb.  ITitei^  Stanley.— Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch, 
fishing  this  water  on  Jan.  Ki,  killed  three  fine  fish  of 
241b.,  181b.,  and  181b.  BaRNMOUTH. — Fishing  this 
stretch  on  Jan.  15,  Mr.  Harry  Anderson  landed 
one  fish  of  ]8.Ub.,  and  Col.  Braim  pne  of  171h 
Ballathie. — IN'fr.  Wolfe  Barry  on  this  beat,  on 
Jan.  15,  killed  a  fine  fish  of  351b.,  besides  landing 
severnl  kelts.  Delvine. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Jan 
15,  Mr.  R.  J.  Scott  landed  three  clean  fish  of  191b  , 
201b.,  and  241b.,  and  Mr.  Rowan,  from  same  boat, 
one  fish  of  151b.  Upper  Reaches. — Mr.  John  A. 
Park,  fishing  Dalguise  water  on  Jan.  10,  landed  three 
splendid  fish  of  281b.,  Iftlb.,  and  131b.  Findynate 
Watjcr,^ — Mr.  F.  A.  Dvibs.  on  Jan.  15,  had  one  fish  of 
201b.,  besides  landing  five  kelts.  Edradynate 
Water. — Mr.  ,J.  Stewart  Robertson  killed  one  fish  of 
251b.,  Mr.  Johnson  Dunios,  a  salmon  of  191b.,  and 
('apt.  H.  .J.  Pearith,  on9  of  171b.  Castle  Menzies 
Water. — Fishing  this  water  on  Jan.  IC,  the  ke3pers 
landed  three  fine  fish  of  151b.,  151b.,  and  141b. 
River  Lyon. — Mr.  Johnson,  London,  from  Fort- 
ingall  Hotel,  killed  one  sahnon  of  191b.,  and  Mr. 
Robert  Stewart,  another  of  241b.— A.  A. 


and  the  writer  took  one  to-day  (Wednesday)  of 
„.Ub.  Dabs  and  flounders,  however,  when  the  sun 
condescends  to  make  its  appearance,  may  be  looked 
forivard  to,  in  fact  this  and  nest  month  are  the  two 
best  months  for  both.  Boats  are  out  on  fine  days, 
and  just  at  the  moment  some  decent  takes  of 
"long-shore"  herrings  and  sprats  are  being  brought 
ashore.  Will  report  if  any  <lecent  sport  is  to  be 
ha(j._L.  B.  Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.). 


natural  that   accounts  of  successful  angling  were  ^ 
few  and  far  1  etweon.    The  annual  general  meeting  j 
will  be  held  o  n  Monday  next,  Jan.  25,  at  eight  p.m.  i 
when  it  is  ho)  wd  there  will  be  a  large  gathering,  as 
there  are  ma  ay  matters  of  importance  to  be  dis- 
cussed.- -Hon,  iSKf. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Penzance. — Good  sport  with  whiting  and  gur- 
nard. One  catch,  eleven  score  whiting  and  several 
score  giu'nard.  The  weather  continues  fine,  and 
several  boats  are  fishing.  Best  time  for  catches 
about  dawn  or  dusk.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B  S.A.S.). 

Plymouth  — There  has  not  been  much  doing  this 
week,  fish  of  all  kinds  being  scarce.  The  herrings 
are  taking  off,  and  the  Cornishmen  were  thinking 
of  leaving,  Vjut  the  mackerel  have  commenced  to 
show  up,  which  is  very  early  for  them.  They  very 
rarrfly  make  their  appearance  until  next  month. 
If  it  is  not  a  false  a'arm  the  fishermen  may  do  well 
in  the  next  few  weeks,  be  o  luse  the  fish  at  this  time 
of  the  year  aie  very  fine  and  they  fetch  good  prices. 
There  has  not  been  much  doing  on  the  piers,  the 
weather  being  so  unsettled,  but  a  few  school  bass 
are  being  caught  at  Millbay,  and  the  whiting  boats 
when  the  weather  suits  have  besn  bringing  in  good 
catches.  There  are  tons  of  dogfish  about  the  coast, 
and  oiu-  fishermen  are  bringing  them  in  in  great 
((uantities.  They  spoil  the  whiting  fishing,  also  the 
trawling. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southwold. — The  season  here  for  sea  angling  is 
now  practically  over  and  has  not  proved  generally 
so  good  as  usual,  though  cod  and  codling  have  in 
size  and  numbers  been  better  than  usual.  Whiting 
came  much  later  and  left  earlier  than  usual.  On 
fine   days  even  now  decent  codling  may  bo  had. 


Jlssociations,  etc. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
A  meeting  was  held  at  Broad-street  Restaurant, 
B.C.,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  C  K.  Fosbrook  presiding. 
Owing  to  tho  unsettled  weather  fishing  results  were 
but  ineagre,  and  although  se\  eral  members  had 
been  out  few  lish  of  good  size  had  been  taken, 
notwithstanding  the  endeavours  of  Mr.  Begernie  at 
Hertford,  Mr.  Beainont  at  Broxbourne,  Mr,  Higgs 
(locality  not  given),  and  Mr.  Hurren  at  Richmond. 
It  is  true  that  Mr.  Waino,  fishing  the  Ouse  at 
Lakenheath,  took  many  jack,  also  perch,  chub,  and 
roacn,  but  so  small  that  all  were  returned.  Mr. 
Fosbrook,  in  the  previous  week,  had  had  a  very  fair 
bag  at  Walton,  taking  four  perch  up  to  I  jlb.,  losing 
two.  and  two  bream  up  to  1  ilb.  Two  additions  to 
the  library  were  made  by  Mr.  Davison.  A  photo- 
graph was  also  presented  to  the  society  by  Mr, 
Bentley.  In  view  of  the  elections  of  members  of 
committee  and  officers  for  current  year  at  the 
annual  genei  al  meeting  next  month  several  nomina 
tions  wei  o  made,  a  new  member  being  also  proposed. 
A  fine  pike,  caught  by  Mr.  G.  C.  Grammar  last  year, 
was  added  to  tho  muaoum.  This  fish  was  very 
handsomely  preserved  by  Messrs.  Cooper. 

Gbesham  Anglino  Society. 
The  annual  general  meeting,  under  the  able 
presidency  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Gairdner,  took  place  on 
Tuesday  last,  the  utmost  good  fellowship  and 
harmony  prevailing.  The  report  for  1903  and 
accounts  were  unanimously  adopted.  The  president, 
vice-presidents,  and  hon.  members  were  re-elected, 
as  were  also  the  officer.*  of  the  society,  with  the 
exception  that  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman,  for  many  years 
hon.  librarian,  has  resigned  that  position  owmg 
to  increased  demands  upon  his  time,  and 
Mr.  S.  J.  Chiisteney  being  elected  in  his 
stead.  Great  regret  was  felt  at  Mr.  Norman  s 
retirement, -and  a  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was 
accorded  him  for  the  able  services  he  has  rendered 
the  society  whilst  occupying  that  position.  Mr. 
H.  M.  Baker  fills  the  place  on  the  committee  v  cated 
by  Mr.  Chasteney.  It  was  a  matter  of  congratula- 
tion with  the  society  that  its  financial  position 
remains  in  such  a  satisfactory  state,  a  substantial 
balance  being  carried  forward  to  the  1904  accounts. 
Mr.  E.  J.  Gairdner  received  a  very  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  for  the  very  efficient  and  impartial  manner  in 
which  he  conducted  the  business  of  the  meeting. 
At  the  general  meeting  which  followed,  presided 
over  by  Mr.  MauU,  two  gentlemen  were  proposed  and 
one  elected.  Fishing  reports  were  rather  meagre, 
but  Messrs.  Gairdner,  Gill,  Salmpnd,  and  Dr.  Spencer 
had  fair  sport  with  the  roach,  and  Dr.  Dyer  took 
jack  up  to  101b.  The  name  of  last  week's  chairman 
should  have  been  Mr.  T.  W.  Bowman.  Next 
Tuesday  a  concert  will  be  held  in  the  York  Room 
Manchester  Hotel.  Friends  cordially  invited.  ^ 
E.  Eldbed,  Hon,  Sec. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 
At  our  meeting  on  Jan.  20,  over  which  Mr.  W.  T 
Attwood  presided  with  his  usual  capability,  a  good 
deal  of  interesting  business  was  transacted.  When 
the  proposed  match  -'Married  v.  Single"  was  inves- 
tigated, it  turned  out  that  the  members  occupymg 
the  enviable  position  were  so  out  of  proportion  to 
their  less  happy  bretliren,  that  it  wa.s  impossi- 
ble to  arrange  sides ;  it  was  therefore  decided 
that  the  two  vice  -  presidents  should  eaclr 
captain  a  team,  and  this  arrangement  was 
enthusiastically  supported.  By  the  kindness 
the  lessees,  it  was  arranged  that  their  fellow  mem- 
bers should  fish  the  match  upon  a  private  water 
and  it  only  needs  good  weather  to  ensure  a  success- 
ful gathering.  Any  who  have  not  submitted  then- 
names  are  requested  to  do  so.  Our  reports  show 
water  getting  into  condition,  but  during  the  past 
week  fishing  has  been  almost  a  blank,  Mr.  Potter 
taking  a  few  roach,  and  Mr.  Shaw  some  good  roach 
up  to  lib.  Coz.,  and  very  fine  dace,  best  13[oz, 
-G.  W. 

PiscATOBiAL  Society. 
The  chair  was  taken  at  Monday's  meeting  by  Mr 
J  W.  Zaehnsdorf.  The  keepers'  reports  which 
were  read  stated  that  the  Uxbridge  water  was 
thick  and  high  and  the  Kennet  in  a  very  flooded 
condition,  the  river  in  places  overfiowmg  its  banks 
These  reports  were  fully  borne  out  by  those  who 
visited  the  waters  in  question,  and  it  was  only 


of 


^lotcs  from_t^c  ilovtl). 

Three  weeks  now  and  the  bulk  of  the  salmon 
angling  waters  in  Scotland  will  be  thrown  open 
and  the  fishing  season  again  in  full  swmg.  It  will 
l„.  Marcii  I  heforf'the  brown  trout  may  be  to\if  hed 
|,ut  limiofk  and  Hca-lrout  angling  commence  with 
the  luiveut  of  the  Snhno  xalar  season.'* 

The  prospects  of  sport  from  the  very  start  are 
certainly  good,  if  ever  we  have  known  them  to  he 
so.  Fish  are  already  plentiful  in  the  lower  waters 
and  the  floods  propitious. 

Some  open  watc^rs,  like  the  Burgh  of  Kintore  ..n 
tho  Don,  will  vield  more  than  kelts  this  year,  iui.l 
for  a  few  shilfings  a  week  anyone  may  fish  these 
parts. 

Some  good  finnock  fishing  is  to  be  had  on  the  Dmi 
and  Dee  tidals  at  the  opening  of  the  season. 

The  best  spring  lures  for  firmock  are  the  Man  li 
Brown  Hare's  Lug,  Greenwell's  Glory,  and  sudi 
like  of  Nos.  8  and  9  Limerick  bend,  most  anglers 
preferring  double  irons. 

The  kelt  is  certainly  to  be  strongly  en  evidim  f 
both  in  the  salmon  and  sea-trout  families,  but  with 
tho  fine  open  winter  their  numbers  will  have  been 
considerably  reduced. 

Mr  William  Duncan,  Inspector  Kyle  of  Suther 
land  Fishery  Board,  writes:— "Our  hatchery  ii 
doing  first-class  ;  we  have  seldom  had  so  little 
trouble,  and  in  fact  everything  is  in  the  pink  o 
perfection  No,  we  seldom  find  any  or  many  dead 
fish  after  stripping.  I  know  a  trick  worth  two  of 
that  and  have  educated  my  men  to  some  purpose  in 
the  work,  but  at  one  time  it  was  different." 

A  orettv  stiff  snowstorm  is  being  experience 
all  over  the  North  of  Scotland  with  overnight 
frosts— quite  the  thmg,  if  it  does  not  la-st  too  long, 

"  Wax- wings  "-rare  birds  in  this  country — have 
been  quite  common  in  Aberdeenshire,  and  severa' 
specimens  have  been  shot.  I  had  twb  sent  me  from 
Donside  They  are  about  the  size  of  buUfmches,  and 
have  a  peculiar  wax-like  ending  of  the  wing  featherp" 
— hence  the  name. 

These  Arctic  visitors  do  not  come  south  fo 
nothing  It  means  that  their  food  has  run  shor: 
elsewhere,  and,  like  Jacob  of  old,  they  have  heard 
that  there  is  "  corn  in  Egypt." 

Salmon  run  up  the  rivers  to  provide  a  bit  of  fresh 
fish  for  those  who  do  not  go  down  to  the  sea 
ships. 

So  thought  a  miller  and  his  wife  the  other  day, 
or  rather  night,  up  Donside,  when  they  were  foum 
with  the  stable  lantern,  etc  and  a  nice  salinoi 
iust  "rescued"  from  the  burn  close  by.  Th« 
sheriff  thought  otherwise,  and  John  was  mulcte 
in  £3  odd,  while  the  wife  was  let  off. 

In  this  case  the  story  of  the  Garden  of  Eden  wa 
reversed  Here  it  was  the  man  who  beguiled  th 
woman,  'while  the  salmon  played  the  part  of  th 
serpent. 

By  the  way,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  in  his  letter,  "  Som. 
Notes  taken  from  the  Christmas  dumber  re  th( 
print!  "  Salmon  Fishing  in  1813  "  (page  380  .  ask 
I  an  -one  can  recognise  the  scene  I  have  lookec 
hard'at  it  before  and  since  his  letter  appeared.  P 
have  identified  it  half-a-dozen  times  by  differeni 
spots,  felt  certain,  and  then  given  it  up.  ^ 

It  is  either  on  the  Glentana  or  Balmoral  waters. 
If  the  former  then  the  mountain  in  the  background 
is  Morven,  if  the  latter  it  represents  Lochnagar.  1. 
is  triUy  a  charming  reproduction  of  Deeside  scenery 
and  I  am  deeply  in  love  with  it-all  but  the  ungodly 
way  the  angler  is  abusing  his  rod.^^^^^  ^^^^^^ 


*  I  believe  I  have  in  previous  years  asked  if  the 
finnock  and  sea-trout  in  the  waters|referred  to  are 
not  spent  fish,  which  ought  to  be  left  alone. -Ed. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  members  who  met  on  Wednesday  to  deal 
with  the  subject  of  the  destruction  of  immature  fisli 
were  more  than  satisfied  ac  finding  IMr.  J.  Wrencli 
Towse,  ths  secretary  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company, 
in  the  chair.  Though  the  subject  is  a  "hardy 
annual,"  the  society  is  determined  to  leave  no 
stone  unturned  until  some  legislative  action  is 
taken  to  at  the  least  minimise  the  mischief  done. 

Dr.  J.  Sirapson-Ladell  brought  the  subject  forward 
in  a  short  but  succinct  paper,  sumtnarising  the  well- 
known  facts,  and  supporting  them  by  copiovis  and 
reliable  statistics  and  his  personal  experiences  at 
various  parts  of  our  coast  and  atour  great  fishmarket 
at  Bi'.lingsficate,  pointing  out  that  nearly  all  the  trunks 
of  fish  he  in-pected  contained  fish  of  so  small  a  size 
as  to  be  absolutely  imsaleable  by  any  fishmonger, 
but  with  a  surface  laj'er  of  sizeable  ones  in  order  to 
sell  the  bulk.    Tons  of  these  small  unsaleable  fish 
were  included  in  the  large  cjuantity  condemned  by 
the  otHcials  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  as  being 
unwholesome.    The  waste  was  then  enormous  at 
market,  but  this  was  only  a  tithe  of  the  destruc- 
tion by  the  huge   trawls   now  worked  —  scrap- 
ing   the    bottom    by  a    net    spread    by  two 
"otter"  boards  weighing  .51  cwt.  each,  144  feet 
apart,  rapidly  dragged  by  powerful  steamers.  Tons 
of  immature  fish,  dead  on  reaching  the  deck,  were 
hourly  shovelled  overboard  as  offal.     The  same 
w.  ste  occurred  with  the  net  fishermen,  who  mostly 
neglected  clearing  their  nets  until  reaching  shor^", 
when  the  fish  were  dead,  the  best  being  then  sold, 
the  remainder  left  to  rot  on  the  beach  or  used 
as  manure.     Even  the  shrimper   and  whitebait 
catcher  added  his  proportion,  and  that   no  in- 
considerable   one    either,    as    they    worked  the 
nurseries  in  pursuit  of  their  catch.     No  wonder 
the    statistics  of    1903    showed    a    decrease  in 
the  weight  landed,   and  in  spite  of   a  marked 
increase  in  the  prices,  a  deerptise  in  the  total  value. 
The  figures  adduced,  comprLsing  the  selling  prices  of 
the  different  kinds,  fully  bore  out  Dr.  Ladell's  de- 
duction.    In  conclusion,  he  maintained  that  the 
prevention  of  the  landing  and  the  sale  of  immature 
fish  by  legislative  enactment  was  the  sole  remedy 
for  the  evil.    After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  R.  C. 
Graham — repudiating  a  statement   that    he  had 
given  a  prize  for  the  smallest  fish  at  the  Dover 
competition  of  the  local  club,  and  stating  that 
the  awarding  of  the  prize,  which    was  actually 
done,  was  only  a    piece   of  fun — Mr.  Hussey, 
from  his    personal  experience   on    board  st'jam 
trawlers    on    both    our    coasts,    instanced  one 
catch  of  4^  tons  of  fish,  3  tons  of  which  wer3 
shovelled  on  board.    He  confirmed  Dr.  Ladell's 
statement  that  the  small  fish  were  crushed  to  death 
in  the  cod  end,  and  in  the  case  of  the  deep  sea 
trawls  now  being  worked  at  depths  of  80  fathoms 
with  200  fathoms  of  steel  rope,  the  fish  really  burst 
upon  the  rapid  change  from  the  great  piessure 
existing  at  that  depth.    He  declared  that  "our 
food  would  cost  us  more  "  if  matters  were  left  as 
they  were,  and   urged  the  society  to  bring  every 
available  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  authorities  to 
devi-e    and    enforce  remedies.    From  the  M.P.'s 
of    fishing    poits    no    help    was    likely    to  be 
obtained  ;    they     were     too     mindful     of  the 
fishermen's    votes,    and    the    inland  members 
appeared  neither  to  know  nor  to  care.    The  Act 
repealed  in  1885  should  be  renewed,  and  t!ie  taking 
of  immature  fish  made  penal.    As  Dr.  Ladell  had 
urged,  we  ought  to  have  closed  areas  and  a  close- 
time.    Dr.  Litton  Forbes  urged  the  necessity  of 
preserving  the  adjacent  sea.s,  as  they  were  being 
rapidly  fished  out,  our  great  catches  being  now 
mjule  at  great  expense  as  far  off  as  Iceland,  in  the 
north,  and  the  coast  of  Spain  in  the  south.  Mr. 
T.  Tucker  exhibited  minute  specimens  bought  by 
him  in  London  in  strong  confirmation  of  what  had 
been  said,  and  reproached  the  society  with  having 
yet  done  nothing  effectual  in  such  a  vitally  important 
m  itter.    Mr.  Walter  Batei  forcibly  supported  Mr. 
Tucker's  contention,  and  urged  the  society's  officials 
to  be  up  and  doing.  Mr.  H^kup  (secretary)  leplied, 
pointing  out  the  difficulty  of  getting  at  the  right 
method  of  "  beliing  the  cat,"  and  urged  that  the 
society  had  been  constant  in  its  endeavours  to  find 
a  remedy.    He  read  a  letter  from  the  Weymouth 
(Affiliated)  Society  who  fiad  been  successful  in  ob- 
taining the  local  inspector's  action  in  the  matter. 
A  surfeit  of  specimens  left  by  the  local  fishermen 
out  on  the  shore  was  handed  round.    More  defence 
against  the  violationofthethree-mile  limit  was  greatly 
needed — torpedo  boats  with  search-lights  might  soon 
stop  it.    Wo  have  no  parson  responsible  for  the  in- 
fraction of  the  laws  we  po-tsess.    Much  was  hoped 
from  the  New  Fisheries'  Department.    Mr.  T.  B. 
Batjs  indicated  the  Fishmongers'  Company  and  the 
Press  as  being  the  only  persons  that  could  deal  with 
the  ovil.    Mr.  Parker  urged  that  the  public  must  bj 
educated  up  to  stop  trawling  altogether,    Mr.  Hoi 


brow  urged  that  the  Sussex  and  Lancashire  Fishery 
Boards  had  secured  close  times  under  the  present 
Acts  and  asked  why  the  remaining  boards  could  not 
He  feared  that  the  inadequa-^jy  of  th-3  funrls  phi'jed 
at  the. r  disposal  and  the  strong  local  influence  of  the 
fishing  interest  were  the  real  causes.  The  chairman, 
Mr.  Towse,  cxpressod'the  great  satisfaction  ho  had 
experienced  in  listening  to  the  handling  of  this 
important  subject  by  the  memb  jrs,  and  his  entire 
agreement  with  their  object  Ho  corrected  the 
delusion  that  the  1877  Act  gave  his  company  power 
to  prevent  the  sale  of  immature  fish.  Its  operations 
were  confined  to  shell  fish,  and  were  enforced  by 
their  inspectors.  Under  the  present  laws  all  the 
local  fishery  boards  round  the  kingdom  had 
power  to  make  and  to  enforce  local  rules. 
Doubtless,  as  had  been  said,  want  of  funds 
rendered  them  very  paitially  operative.  Much 
fish  at  Billinsgate  was  packed  a«  described  by 
Dr.  Ladell,  but  a  large  quantity  of  the  trunks 
marked  "Piime"  contained  no  immature  fish. 
Much  of  the  small  fish,  as  he  said,  remained  unsold, 
and  were  condemned  even  by  the  .Jews,  who  by  cook 
ing  them  with  batter  "marry"  them  as  it  is  called, 
thus  sticking  them  together.  The  quantity  of  un- 
sold immature  fish  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
seized  and  condemned  largely  exceeded  that  con- 
demned as  being  bad.  Tho  three-mile  limit  should 
be  observf  d.  Scotland,  indeed,  was  contending  that, 
it  ought  to  be  further  extended,  but  there  the  inter- 
national difficulty  came  in.  At  an  international 
conference  held  at  the  Fishmongers'  Hall  some 
years  ago  the  foreign  delegates  promised  to  move 
their  Governments.  As  a  result  the  landing 
and  sale  of  immature  fish  has  been  prohibited 
abroad  ;  we  remain  pretty  much  where  we 
were  fifteen  years  ago.  'The  late  bill  was 
wrecked  by  the  scientific  experts.  Practical  fisher- 
men gave  no  evidence.  This  must  be  remedied 
in  the  forthcoming  inquiry.  Much  was  to  be 
hoped  from  the  labours  of  the  work  of  the 
International  Fishing  Conference  now  working. 
Some  reform  in  railway  rates  of  carriage  is  also 
required.  The  German  charges  from  Esbjerg  are 
much  less  than  ours.  Mr.  Towse  then  announced, 
amidst  much  applause,  that  he  had  been  informed 
by  Lord  Omlow  that  he  would  introduce  a  bill  at 
the  next  session  dealing  with  undersized  fish.  It 
was  understood  that  it  would  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Lords  to  take  evidence,  the  point 
to  be  inc^uired  into  being  the  preservation  of 
nursery  grounds,  the  machinerj^  of  fishing  and  hooks 
to  be  used,  the  mode  of  getting  over  difficulties 
with  foreign  nations,  the  enactment  of  close  times, 
vessels  to  be  used,  the  kind  and  size  of  fish  to  be 
landed.  Inspectors,  no  doubt,  would  have  to  be 
appointed. — H.  P. 


BATH  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Bath  Anglers"  Asso- 
ciation was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  Jan.  1  4,  at 
the  Fidl  Moon  Hotel,  Southgate-street,  Bath,  Mr. 
L.  C.  Hare,  president,  presiding,  and  there  was  a 
large  attendance.  The  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  Monk, 
before  presenting  the  balance-sheet,  mentioned  that 
the  association  had  been  in  existence  now  for  ten 
years,  and  he  congratulated  the  members  on  their 
satisfactory  financial  position.  The  accounts  showed 
that  the  year  commenced  with  a  balance  at  the 
bank  of  £2  5s.,  and  ended  with  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£8  13s.  8d.,  which,  however,  included  the  amount 
subscribed  to  the  Bream  Fund,  £6  8s.  Od.  Sub- 
scriptions totalled  £27  15s.  Od.,  and  the  receipts 
altogether  made  £44  lOs. 

Mr.  Harding  presented  his  annual  report,  in  wdiich 
he  said  the  result  of  last  year's  work  had  been  most 
satisfactory  to  the  committee,  seventeen  new  mem- 
bers having  been  elected.  Last  year  a  fund  wa* 
started  for  stocking  a  portion  of  the  association's 
water  with  bream,  but  they  did  not  arrive  owing 
to  the  fact  tliat  nearly  all  the  consignment  died 
Another  consignment  was  expected  next  month 
The  Hastings  Sea  Angling  Festival  took  place  last 
October,  when  six  of  the  members  journeyed  thither 
to  defend  possession  of  the  challenge  trophy  won  in 
1892  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Fortt.  However,  they  did  not 
succeed  in  their  endeavours,  but  Mr.  Monk,  their 
worthy  hon.  treasurei',  succeeded  in  winning  another 
coveted  prize,  the  challenge  cup  for  the  heaviest 
catch  of  whiting.  The  best  thanks  of  the  associa 
tion  were  due  to  Mr.  Tanner,  a  member  of  the 
committee,  for  kindly  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the 
(committee  his  room  for  their  meeting,  and  other 
assistance,  and  in  the  weighing  of  catches.  Thanks 
were  also  expressed  to  Mr.  Chambers,  of  Walcot- 
street,  and  Mr.  Saunders,  of  the  George  Inn,  for 
their  kindnesses.  The  secretary,  in  conclusion,  said 
ho  was  pleased  to  say  that  negotiations  were  in 
progress,  and  were  expected  to  bo  completed  shortly, 
for  obtaining  fresh  ground  at  Limpley  Stoke,  and 


ho  thought  it  would  bo  an  excellent  place  for  the 
bream.    The  report  and  accounts  were  adopted. 

The  pi'osidcnt  was  heartily  re-elected,  on  the 
motion  of  Mi-.  Monk,  and  in  I'oturning  thanks  Mr. 
Hare  mei\tioned  that  ho  had  lieen  president  of  the 
association  from  its  conunoncement.  He  should  be 
pleased  to  again  give  a  prize  for  the  coming  session 
for  the  largest  specimen  roach  caught  in  the  asso- 
ciation's waters  (applause).  The  hon.  treasurer, 
Mr.  Monk,  and  the  hon.  s(!cr(;tary,  Mr.  Harding, 
wore  unanimously  re-elected,  with  thanks  for  their 
past  services.  The  committee  having  been  ap- 
pointed, tho  president  distributed  the  prizes,  the 
list  of  which  is  as  follows  :  — 

Special  Prizes.— Feb.  Hi,  Mr.  W.  -Monk,  pike, 
131b.  5oz.  (presented  by  Mr.  Foster  Snuth),  challenge 
cup  and  priz(!  addfsd  for  tho  largest  pike  caught  in 
the  Avon.  For  fish  caught  in  the  association's 
water. — March  5,  Mr.  Thos.  G.  Harding,  pike,  81b. 
lOioz.  (presented  by  Mr.  Chambers)  ;  Jan.  1.5,  Mr. 
A.  J.  'i'anner,  chiii),  21b.  5oz.  (presented  by  Mr. 
T.  S.  Clack)  ;  Fet).  (i,  Mr.  Foster  Smith,  perch,  lib. 
5{()z.  (presented  by  Mr.  T.  S.  Clack)  ;  Sept.  8,  Mr. 
Woodrow,  roach,  lib.  7oz.  (presented  by  the  presi- 
dent) ;  Sept.  1,  Mr.  S.  Moody,  basket  of  roach, 
171b.  4oz.  (presented  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Fortt). 

The  following  were  tho  competition  prizes  :  — 
June  25,  at  Claverton,  in  tho  canal  :  1st,  Mr. 
T.  G.  Harding  ;  2nd,  Mr.  Birch  ;  3rd,  Mr.  Warren. 
Sept.  9,  at  Bathampton,  in  the  river  :  1st,  Mr. 
Conway,  lib.  3oz.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  Rich,  lojoz.  ;  3rd, 
Mr.  Tanner,  15{oz.  ;  Oct.  1,  at  Bathampton,  in  the 
river  :  1st,  Mr.  Orchard,  l}lb.  ;  2nd,  Mr.  Rich, 
16[oz.  ;  3rd,  Mr.  Monk,  (ijoz. 

Spinning  Minnow. 


A  WONDROUS  PEARL  FISHERY. 

Fab  out  in  the  South  Pacific  Ocean  a  small  atoll, 
known  as  the  Hikueru  Atoll,  has  been  built  up  by  the 
steady  labours  of  the  busj^  little  marine  workers  m 
the  coral  reef  formations.  This  atoll  differs,  however, 
from  many  of  which  one  has  read,  for  it  is  a  solid 
ring  of  coral  set  in  the  blue,  transparent  waters  of 
the  Pacific,  and  the  lagoon  inside  of  the  ring  can  be 
entered  only  by  dragging  boats  over  the  beach. 
This  lagoon  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  pearl-shell 
lagoons,  and  is  sought  every  year  by  the  dwellers 
on  Tahiti  and  other  islands  of  the  South  Seas  to  fish 
for  pearls. 

The  French  Government,  which  owns  the  atoll,  has 
forbidden  the  use  of  diving  suits,  because  it  is  feared 
that  this  method  would  prove  too  destructive  to  the 
pearl  shells,  and  the  diving  is  done  in  the  ancient 
South  Sea  way,  by  men  and  boys  and  women  who  go 
down  with  no  artificial  help. 

When  the  time  comes  for  the  pearl  fishing  they  set 
out  from  their  islands,  some  of  them  four  himdred 
miles  away  from  the  atoll.  Most  of  the  natives  bring 
their  families  and  household  effects  with  them. 
Many  bring  even  their  houses.  This  is  not  so  diffi- 
cult an  undertaking  as  it  may  appear  at  first  sight, 
for  the  houses  are  made  from  light  cocoanut  palms 
and  pandanus  lea\'es.  They  are  built  up  in  sections, 
so  they  are  easy  to  take  apart  and  transport. 

Most  of  the  diving  is  done  in  water  from  60ft.  to 
70ft.  deep.  The  sea  is  so  clear  in  the  atoll  that  the 
diver  can  study  the  bottom  perfectly  with  a  w'ater- 
glass  and  locate  the  best  clumps  of  shell  before  he 
dives.  When  he  is  ready  to  go  down  he  slips  into  the 
water  o\  er  the  side  of  the  boat,  and,  holding  to  the 
gunwale  w  ith  one  hand,  he  looks  dovmward  through 
the  water-glass.  The  moment  he  sights  a  good  lot 
of  shells  he  begins  to  breathe  deeply,  sucking  in  the 
air  until  his  chest  is  inflated  as  far  as  it  can  be,  and 
then  exhaling  it  slowly  through  the  mouth,  so  that 
it  makes  a  whistling  sound.  Having  thus  cleaned 
out  his  lungs,  he  takes  a  long  breath,  fillmg  his  chest 
with  perfectly  pure  air,  and  then  he  lets  go  of  the 
gunwale  instantly  and  sinks  below  the  surface,  feet 
foremost.  After  he  has  thus  sunk  about  10ft.  he 
turns  c[uickly  and  swims  towards  the  bottom,  head 
first,  cleaving  the  water  as  gracefully  and  swiftly  as 
a  fish  would.  On  touching  bottom  he  hauls  himself 
along  by  seizing  clumps  of  coral  until  he  reaches  the 
shells.  Then  he  breaks  them  off  the  reef  with  his 
right  hand,  which  is  protected  with  wliite  cotton 
cloth.  Quickly  he  puts  the  shells  mto  a  little  net  of 
(•oct)aiiut  fibre,  which  he  carries  oxer  his  shoulder. 
Then  he  stands  erect,  and  immediately  he  shoots 
towards  the  surface  as  if  he  were  pulled  by  a  rope. 
So  swiftly  does  he  ascend  that  he  frequently  seems 
to  leap  out  of  the  water  wdien  he  reaches  the  surface. 

Of  course,  boys  and  girls  of  these  South  Sea 
islands  can  swim  and  dive  almost  as  well  as  if  they 
were  w  ater  dwellers.  One  of  them  made  an  exhi- 
bition dive  for  the  officers  of  the  United  States  Fisli 
Commission  steamship  Albatross.  He  remained 
under  the  w  ater  2  min.  40  sec,  and  reached  bottom 
at  a  depth  of  102ft.  under  the  boat's  keel.  The 
water  was  so  transparent  that  the  beholders  could 
see  him  clearly. — American  Field, 


66  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


January  23,  1904 


jottings  bg  If^e  i^ap. 

"  To  pass  through  life  tranquilly  one  must  not  be 
too  clear  8i(jhted.'"—G.  Droz. 


Vl&ck  aux  Dames  !  Certainly ;  why  should  not 
the  ladies  share  our  joys  as  well  as  our  sorrows  '! 
At  any  rate,  they  might  see  where  the  Gresham 
boys  spend  their  Tuesday  evenings.  On  Jan.  2(), 
1904  (which  will  be  Tuesday  evening  next;,  there 
will  be  a  Bohemian  concert,  to  which  ladies  are 
invited,  and  which  will  be  holden  at  the  palatial 
headquarters  of  the  Gresham  Anglers,  Mancliester 
Hotel,  Aldersgato-stroet,  E.G.,  at  eight  of  the  clock. 
There  will  be  some  good  music,  a  good  company, 
and,  what  is  more,  a  good  chairman — for  Mr.  .1.  T. 
Emery  will  preside.  Ask  for  the  York  Room,  and 
note  that  carriages  may  be  ordered  for  10.30,  for 
the  Greshamites  are  e  irly  birds. 


Mb.  .J.  Wrench  Towse  (Secretary  of  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company)  ably  presided  on  Wednesday 
evening,  when  Dr.  Simpson-Ladell  delivered  an 
address  before  the  members  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  on  the  "  Destruction  of  Immature 
Fish."  The  subject  was  well  handled  by  the 
lecturer,  and  well  discussed  by  many  present,  the 
remarks  by  the  chairman  being  received  with  groat 
enthusiasm.    A  full  account  appears  on  p.  05. 


A  WELL-.\TTKNDED  meeting  of  the  River  idle 
Fishing  Club  members  was  held  on  Wednesday, 
Jan.  15,  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Retford,  with  Col. 
Denison  in  the  chair.  Various  amendments  to  the, 
rules  were  considered  and  passed,  and  the  meeting 
was  adjourned  until  Feb.  10  for  the  election  of  anew 
member.  It  appears  that  there  is  only  one  vacancy 
in  the  membership,  for  which  there  are  four  or  five 
applicants.  The  secretary's  report  for  the  past  year 
shows  the  club  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  state,  and  the 
Board  of  Management  have  placed  an  order  for 
9000  more  yearling  trout,  which  will  be  turned  into 
the  river  very  shortly.  The  secretary,  on  behalf  of 
the  club,  would  like  to  express  his  thanks  to  the 
occupiers  of  land  adjoining  the  river  who  have 
kindly  rendered  assistance  to  the  club  in  various 
ways. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Greenwich 
Angling  Society  took  place  on  Jan.  13,  when  the 
election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  passing  of 
accounts  for  1903,  and  alterations  of  rules,  etc.,  was 
gone  through.  There  was  a  good  muster,  and  general 
satisfaction  expressed  at  the  flourishing  state  of  the 
club — a  balance  of  nearly  £40  in  bank,  and  100 
members  on  the  roll.  The  officers  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year  were  :  President  Dowsett ;  Vice-Presi- 
dents W.  Marshall,  Prescott  Clay,  George  Young, 
and  James  Cooper,  and  besides  all  the  others  who 
help  to  make  the  society  a  success,  is  Mr.  J.  Dryden, 
secretary.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the 
officers  for  services  rendered  during  the  past  year, 
and  to  President  Dowsett  for  taking  ihe  chair,  after 
which  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in 
harmony. 

Mr.  Chas.  Hussey,  writing  from  Walmer,  says : 
"  In  the  report  of  the  Walmer  fishing  which  appeared 
in  your  issue  of  Jan  IG,  I  am  made,  by  a  printer's 
error,  to  say,  '  The  largest  individual  catches  of  cod 
were  made  by  Messrs.  Mercer  and  Sinclair,  who  took 
461b.  and  331b.  respectively.'  This,  read  by  the 
light  of  what  follows  and  precedes  it,  is  obviously 
absurd.  What  should  have  appeared  was  th 
largest  catches  of  cod  in  one  day  were  taken  by 
Messrs.  Mercer  and  Sinclair,  who  took  401b.  and 
331b.  fish  respectively  (not  pounds  weight  of  fish) 
a  very  difierent  thing.  Expressed  in  pounds  weight, 
these  catches  were  probably  3001b.  and  2001b.  or 
thereabouts." 


The  South  London  anglers  atfiliated  to  the 
S.L.U.V.  list  fished  their  winter  compstition  at 
Windsor  on  Jan.  17  for  thirty-five  good  prizes.  The 
weather  was  very  unpropitious,  yet  one  hundred 
and  thirty  anglers  competed.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade 
president,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith,  secretary,  with  the 
assistmce  of  Host  BushoU,  did  all  in  their  power  to 
make  the  event  as  enjoyable  as  po.ssible.  Twenty- 
three  prizes  were  taken,  the  first  falling  to  Mr.  W 
Dalton,  of  tlie  Wellington  A.S. 


The  Postman's  Gazcl'e  has  the  credit  for  the 
latest  fish  story: — "Captain  Potter,  of  the  ss 
Bernalder,  en  route  to  China,  threw  overboard  a 
jjarcel  of  old  letters.  This  parcel  was  swallowed  by 
a  fish,  which  some  Spanish  fishermen  subsequently 
caught.  They  found  the  letters,  and  have  now 
sont  them  to  'Dragnet,'  London." 


Mr.  J.  Theaker,  of  2,  Broad  Marsh,  Nottingham, 
tells  me  that  Mr.  Hairy  Spray,  of  the  Wellington 
Angling  Society,  was  fishing  in  private  waters  on 
Jan.  15  with  a  friend,  and  the  result  was  a  very 
nit-e  pike  of  301  b.  N*ow,  who  is  the  friend  ?  Why 
did  not  "Harry"  land  it — -or  capture  it?  He 
could  an'  all !  A  No.  5  fine  plaited  line  of  Mr. 
Theaker' s  helped  to  cause  the  death  of  this  45fin, 
fish.  1  don't  want  to  know  where  the  "private" 
water  is  s'timted,  but  I  should  like  to  have  just 
another  30-pounder  before  the  season  doses. 


The  Folkest  ii';  Sea  Angling  Association  is  very 
nuich  alive.    At  a  recent  meeting,  with  Mr.  F.  Hall 
n  the  chair,  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  "Spring" 
ompetition  for  silver  and  bronze  medals  under  the 
ules  governing  the  foriner  competition  held  under 
the  auspices  of  the  F..S.A.A.,  open  to  members  of 
recognised  angling  associations.  The  hon.  sec,  M  r.  G. 
Colman,  does  not  say  what  day,  or  days,  this  tourna- 
lent  will  transpire,  but  he  gives  the  neap  tides  for 
)oats,  March  2ti,  27,  and  28,  and  the  spring  tides  for 
ier,  April  2,  3  and  4.   Therefore,  as  "spring,  spring, 
beautiful  spring  "  springs  eternal,  etc.,  it  is  just  pos- 
sible that  we  may  shortly  hear  more  (if  not  "Hall") 
ibout  it  later.     Some  fine  cod  have  very  recently 
been  taken,  otherwise  there  is  nothing  fresh  to  be 
ecorded,  but  the  air. 


The  Fish  :  "  What  are  you  looking  so  grumpy 
ibout'/"  The  Lobster:  "Why,  that  miserable 
chamelejn  over  there  thinks  he's  a  big  cut  above 
me  because  he  can  go  red  without  being  boiled  !  " 


'  O  mannna,  come  quick  !  "  called  out  a  youngster 
the  other  morning  to  his  mother.  "  The  baby's 
tumbled  down  into  the  cistern  ;  we's  been  a-Hshui' 
for  him  for  half  an  hour  wiv  an  umbreller  'andle 
an'  a  chunk  of  sponge  cake,  and  we  can't  even  got 
a  nibble." 


ON  THE  PIER.    By  the  Pessimistic  Angler_ 

UroN  the  pier,  with  rod  in  hand, 

A  youth  gazed  out  to  sea  ; 
If  he  could  catch  one  single  fish, 

How  happy  he  would  be ! 

Ten  years  have  fled,  now  grown  a  mai^ 

That  youth  still  one  may  .see 
Still  angling  for  that  little  fish. 

Just  only  one  !  for  tea. 

Ages  have  passed,  an  old,  old  man 

Still  fishes  on  that  pier ; 
But  he  won't  get  that  single  fish 

Before  he  dies,  I  fear. 

— R.  W.  Veunon. 


It  is  doubtful,  says  the  Scientific  American 
whether  protective  mimicry  among  animals  is  better 
exemplified  than  in  the  case  of  the  fi-sh  commonly 
known  as  the  "marbled  angler"  of  the  Sargasso 
Sea  (Pterophryne  histrio).  Owing  to  its  peculiar 
structure,  it  is  a  poor  swimmer,  and  it  therefore 
spends  most  of  its  life  moving  slowly  about  on  the 
Vjottom,  among  corals,  seaweed,  etc.,  which  these 
fishes  closely  resemble  in  colour  and  in  outline. 
They  cling,  too,  to  the  floating  masses  of  sar- 
gassum  weed  with  their  pediculated  fins,  and  the 
colour  markings  of  the  fish  closely  resemble  the 
weed  itself.  Not  only  does  the  weed  thus  furnish  a 
home  for  this  species,  but  the  fish  actually  con- 
structs a  nest  from  it  and  therein  deposits  its  eggs 
One  of  these  nests,  found  in  connection  with  the 
Hassler  expedition  in  1871,  was  described  as  con 
sisting  of  a  round  mass  of  sargassum,  about  the 
size  of  two  fists  rolled  up  together. 

*  *  *  if  * 

To  all  appearances  it  was  made  of  nothing  but 
this  gulf  weed,  the  branches  and  leaves  of  which 
were,  however,  e\idently  knit  together  and  not 
merely  tangled  into  a  roimdish  mass,  for,  though 
some  of  the  leaves  and  branches  hung  loose  from 
the  nest,  it  became  at  once  visible  that  the  bulk  of 
the  ball  was  held  together  by  threads  trending  in 
every  direction  among  the  seaweed.  By  close 
observation  it  became  apparent  that  this  mass  of 
seaweed  was  a  nest,  the  central  part  of  which  was 
bound  up  in  the  form  of  a  ball,  with  several  loose 
branches  extending  in  various  directions,  by  means 
of  which  the  whole  wa.s  kept  floating.  On  still 
closer  examination  the  nest  abo\o  described  was 
found  to  he  full  of  oggs,  which  were  .scattered 
throughout  the  mass.  Nature  has  thus  afforded  a 
safe  asylum  for  these  somewhat  helpless  fishes, 
whose  cutaneous  filaments,  which  are  plentifully 
provided  on  the  belly,  around  the  mouth  and  on 
the  dorsal  spine,  so  nearly  resemble  the  weed  itself 
that  predaceous  fishes  doubtless  fail  to  recognise 
the  living  animals,  and  thus  the  latter  escape 
extermination. 


The  pearl  diver  of  the  Persian  Gulf  or  of  Ceylon 
attaches  a  weight  of  some  201b.  to  his  feet  to  aid 
him  in  his  descent,  and  carries  71b.  or  81b.  more  of 
ballast  in  a  belt.  He  protects  both  nose  and  ears 
with  oiled  cotton,  bandages  his  mouth,  and  goes 
down  40ft.  with  a  rope.  He  remains  down  from 
fifty-three  to  eighty  seconds,  and  helps  himself  up 
again  by  the  rope.  But  the  Pacific  diver  practises 
the  conjurer's  boast  of  "  no  preparation."  Just 
before  the  plunge  he  or  she  draws  a  full  breath 
rapidly  three  or  four  times  running,  and  finallj', 
with  the  lungs  full  of  air,  drops  feet  first  to  the 
bottom,  not  40ft.,  but  twenty-five  to  thirty  fathoms 
150ft.  to  180ft.),  and  comes  to  the  surface  again 
with  extraordinary  swiftness,  unaided  in  any  way. 
Each  dive  generally  lasts  from  sixty  to  ninety 
seconds,  and  only  very  occasionally  the  astonishing 
maximum  of  three  minutes.  The  divers  hardly 
over  bring  up  more  than  one  oyster  at  a  time  ;  but 
this  is  chosen  as  likely  to  contain  pearls  by  some 
fancied  rule-of-thumb  of  their  own,  grounded  on 
age,  form,  and  colour  ;  and  they  hold  the  shells 
tightly  together  till  they  mount,  lest  the  envious 
oyster  should  shed  the  pearl,  which  the  divers  are 
very  quick  to  conceal  by  swallowing  if  the  em- 
ployer's eye  is  not  fixed  on  them.  Diving-bells 
iiave  been  introduced  by  some  houses  in  the  trade  ; 
but  the  natives  will  no  longer  work  in  them,  saying 
they  bring  on  early  paralysis  of  the  legs. 


*  "You  say  you  have  spent  hoiu's  over  a  single 
line?"  "Yes;  and  sometimes  days."  "Then 
you're  a  poet  ?  "    "No;  I'm  an  angler  !  " 


Mk.  F.  Jefferis,  writing  from  the  Greyhound 
Hotel,  Fordingbridge,  on  Jan.  7,  says  : — "I  was 
fishing  with  Mr.  Grimmett  on  Jan.  7  and  had  fair 
sport,  although  the  fish  fed  badly.  From  two  to 
tliree  o'clock  he  caught  five  jack,  weighing  211b, 
Kilb.,  151b  ,  lOlb.,  91b.  "  [Good  sport,  Mr.  Jefferis  ! 
I  reckon  the  fish  fed  anything  but  badly.] 


As  a  writer  of  fiction  the  man  who  gets  out  the 
weather  reports  easily  distances  all  competitors. 


iiH,  yes  !  that  new  found  coast  was  fair — 

A  bay  where  arching  aisles  of  rock 
On  each  hand  lift  their  spires  in  air. 

And  foremost  meet  the  billows'  shock.  \ 
Behind  them  winding  cliffs  expand. 

Bright  to  the  brink  with  waving  grain  ; 
And  all  the  riches  of  the  land 

Salute  the  splendour  of  the  main. 

— Anon. 


This  is  a  cutting  from  the  Miner,  a  papei 
published  at  Kalgoorlie,  West  Australia,  and  sent 
to  me  by  a  friend  out  there: — "A  sensational 
incident  befell  the  cutter  lone  while  fishing  in.. 
Investigator  Straits  on  Oct.  26.  The  cutter  wasj 
in  charge  of  its  owner,  E.  H.  Gulin,  of  Edithburg, 
and  two  men.  Tliey  had  hooked  a  large  schnapper 
and  were  just  in  the  act  of  pulling  it  in,  the  line 
being  imder  the  stern  of  the  boat,  when  an  enorraoug 
shark,  following  the  schnapper,  struck  the  boat  and 
stove  in  the  counter,  making  a  large  hole 
through  which  the  water  rushed,  filling  the 
boat.  The  men  had  just  time  to  jump  into 
a  dingy  and  pull  away  when  the  boat  sank. 
The  men  had  five  miles  to  pull  to  another  fishing 
boat,  by  which  thej'  were  rescued.  The  force  of 
the  impact  appeared  to  have  killed  the  shark,  which 
rolled  over  as  if  dead.  Gulin  says  that  the  monster 
was  20ft.  long,  the  largest  he  ever  saw." . 


"  What  would  become  of  you,  hubby,  if  you  losi 
me?"  "1  should  go  crazy,  dear."  "Would  you 
marry  again  ?  '  "  Oh,  no  !  I  shouldn't  bo  so  crazy 
as  that.  I  should  console  myself,  deary,  by  spend- 
ing more  time  in  fishing."  i 


i 


"  Jack,  I  promised  you  a  fishing  rod  if  you 
passed  your  examinations,  and  here  you  have  failed 
completely.  What  in  the  world  have  you  been 
doing  with  all  your  time  ?  "  "  I've  been  learning  to 
fish." 


On  Tuesday,  Feb.  9,  there  wiU  be  a  grand  enter- 
tainment at  the  Highbury  Athenanuu,  Highbury 
New  Park.  The  object  is  a  good  one,  for  the  entire 
proceeds  will  be  de\  oted  to  the  Restoration  Fund 
of  St.  Thomas'  Church,  Finsbury  Park.  The  pro- 
gramme will  include  Maskelyno  and  Cooke's 
animated  photographs  (from  the  Egyptian  Hall). 
Amongst  the  artists  and  entertainers  (humorous, 
musical,  and  ventriloquial)  are  Messre.  Astley 
Weaver,  John  Warren,  Walter  Graham,  Martin 
Chapender,  etc.  Do  not  forget  Feb.  9  (8  p.m.) 
at  the  Athenaeum,  for  many  anglers  will  be  present^ 
including  Drxonet. 


I 
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Pfovifieial  flugUiig  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  delegates  of 
the  Birmingham  Association  was  held  at  the  head- 
.   quarters  on  Thursday  evening  (Jan.  14),  when 
near  upon  two  hundred  delegates  were  present,  the 
chief  item  on  the  agenda  being  the  election  of  the 
j  working  committee  for  the  ensuing  year.  This 
[  committee  is  comprised  of  twenty  and  all  must, 
according  to  rule,  belong  to  separate  clubs.    A  long 
i  list  of  members  were  proposed,  and  in  the  voting  I 
(  am  pleased  to  say  that  a  very  strong  committee 
were    appointed    to    carry    out    the    work  that 
will  from  time  to  time  be  brought  under  their 
notice.     The  important  matter  of  rejoining  the 
National  Federation  of  i^nglers  was  taken,  when 
I  the  president,  llr.  T.  Coles,  said  that  no  doubt  the 
\  association  was  calculated  to  do  a  deal  of  good,  yet 
\  he  considered  that  it  would  not  be  wise  for  the 
i  association  to  join  at  the  present  time,  as  the  Mid- 
i  land  clubs  were  chiefly  interested  in  the  rivers 
J  Severn,  Avon,  and  Trent.  They  had  representatives 
j  on  the  Severn  Fishery'  Board,  and  the  Trent  was 
"being  better  looked  after  now  than  it  had  been  for 
years.  A  federation  of  clubs  had  been  formed  in  the 
city  to  better  the  conditions  of  the  Avon  and  to  pro- 
tect the  fishing  rights  of  the  river.  A  discussion  ensued 
upon  the  matter,  when  finally,  upon  the  motion  of 
W.  R.  Holding,  the  vice-president,  it  was  decided 
not  to  join  the  Federation.    Mr.  G.  Stanley,  the 
manager  of  the  Trades  Exhibition,  Bingley  Hall, 
Birmingham,  has  again  signified  his  intention  of 
giving  valuable  prizes  to  be  competed  for  by  mem- 
(  bers  of  the  Birmingham  and  Pro^^ncial  Associations 
:  for  the  best  specimen  fish  ;  the  Exhibition  opens  at 
'  the  end  of  March  next,  and  Messrs.  J.  Rabone  and 
H.  W.  Miller  will  have  the  arranging  and  manage- 
ment of  the  two  sections.     On  fuesday  evening, 
Jan.   19,  Mr.  James  Hughes,  the  hon.  treasurer 
of  the  St.  Paul's  Society,  was  presented  with  a 
,  massive  gold  watch  chain  by  the  members  of  the 
i  club  for  the  valuable  services  rendered  during  the 
past  sixteen  years. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Although  there  have  been  heavy  rains  in  the  Fen 
district  since  last  week's  notes  were  despatched,  the 
waters  have  not  suffered  so  badly  as  might  have 
been  expected,  and  there  has  practically  been  no 
falling  off  in  sf>ort.  On  most  waters  pike  fishermen 
have  done  extremely  well.  The  Forty-foot,  which 
has  been  running  in  wonderfully  nice  condition  for 
three  weeks  at  least,  has  been  largely  patronised. 
Two  rods,  on  Jan.  15  and  16,  captured  six  and  a 
i'  half  brace  of  pike  on  the  reaches  between  the 
I  Neslam  Bridge  and  Dowsby  Fen,  aggregate  58|lb., 
!!  the  heaviest  91b.  Another  rod  (Mr.  Heywood),  on 
'  Jan.  15,  killed  three  with  natural  bait,  averaging 
41b.  each.  Messrs.  Stennett,  W.  E.  Cartwright,  and 
Hall  have  also  been  busy,  the  first-named  capturing 
a  fish,  on  Jan.  13,  weighing  8flb.  Roach  fishing 
has  been  best  sustained  on  the  Glen,  a  well-known 
resort  in  the  Surfleet  district,  and  here  sundry  fish 
have  been  taken  with  the  dew  worm,  scaling  up 
to  l|^lb.  The  reports  from  the  Bain  are  not  so 
satisfactory  as  usual,  owing  in  a  measure  to  the 
unfavourable  condition  of  the  stream. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

'  Sport  on  the  river  Hull  has  only  been  moderate 
during  the  past  week,  the  cold  winds  that  have 
prevailed  being  detrimental  to  the  angler's  success 
in  roach  fishing.  However,  at  times  a  few  nice  fish 
were  secured  in  the  more  sheltered  parts  of  the 
river,  both  with  paste  and  worms,  the  latter  baits 
accounting  for  two  or  three  fish  of  over  lib.  each, 
and  if  the  weather  should  become  milder,  sport 
would  improve,  for  both  the  river  and  the  Drillield 
Canal  are  in  very  fair  condition.  A  few  nice  pike 
have  been  taken  with  live-bait  fishing,  going  up  to 
about  101b.  each.  Pike  fishing  is  also  fairly  good 
on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  and  from  the  top 
ponds  fiah  up  to  7lb.  each  have  been  secured, 
and  between  Sodhouse  Lock  and  Land  o'  Nod,  both 
roach  and  perch  of  good  size  have  been  taken,  chiefly 
with  small  red  worms,  and  odd  pike  have  been 
secured  in  the  lower  reaches  between  Newport  and 
Broomfleet  with  a  spinning  bait.  Two  more  angling 
societies  have  been  formed  in  Hull  during  the  past 
week,  one  at  the  St.  Leger  Hotel  in  Paragon-street, 
called  the  St.  Leger  A.S.,  Mr.  C.  Turner  being  elected 
president,  and  Mr.  W.  Ledger,  secretary ;  and  the 
other  at  the  Strickland  Arms,  in  Strickland-street, 
which  was  inaugurated  on  Monday  evening  last. 
The  Hull  Town  A.S.  have  removed  their  head- 
quarters to  the  Victoria  Hotel,  Hedon-road. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Only  the  keenest  sportsmen  have  ventured  out 
,  jior  some  time  past,  the  wretched  weather  eftectuarlly 


keeps  anglers  remarkably  quiet.  What  has  become 
of  pike  fishing  in  this  county  nobody  knows ;  one  thing 
is  certain,  that  it  is  many  years  since  pike  wore  so 
little  persecuted.  Liverpool  anglers  are  again  an 
exception,  and  seem'JuU  of  enthusiasm — the  weather 
apparently  never  comes  in  for  consideration.  Our  old 
friend  the  Bollin  is  again  so  full  of  water  as  to  bo 
unfishable.  For  some  time  this  river  has  suffered 
by  the  weather  to  an  extent  not  previously  remem- 
bered since  it  came  imder  the  present  controllers. 
There  is  general  satisfaction  expressed  in  Warring- 
ton at  the  report  of  the  past  year's  working,  and  if 
only  all  the  local  anglers  can  bo  embodied  in  one 
association  further  progress  will  follow  The  one 
association  covering  Stalybridge,  Ashton,  Oldham, 
and  district  continues  to  make  steady  progress. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

This  city  is  said  to  contain  so  many  thousand 
anglers — -that  may  be  so,  but  to  find  evidence  of 
their  existence,  judged  by  actual  active  operations, 
would  be  difficult.  True,  a  few  clubs  are  busy 
with  routine  business,  such  as  dinners,  annual 
meetings,  etc.,  but  that  is  all.  One  of  the  most 
successful  anniversaries  was  that  of  the  Lower 
Broughton  Angling  Society.  To  deal  in  detail  with 
this  event  is  beyond  the  limits  of  these  notes.  The 
Coimty  Palatine  Angling  Association  bi-monthly 
meeting  of  delegates  was,  as  usual,  well 
attended,  and  the  business  of  great  importance. 
The  interference  with  their  Irlam  waters  has  caused 
them  some  little  trouble,  but  the  immense  number 
of  fish  transferred  to  the  othet  waters  speaks 
well  for  the  way  the  stock  fish  have  multiplied. 
Thousands  of  small  fish  were  saved  and  transferred. 
Recent  stocking  operations  to  the  Poynton  and 
Marple  Canals  and  Combs'  Reservoir  have  been  on 
a  liberal  scale,  and  include  a  fine  lot  of  trout.  The 
annual  dinner  takes  place  on  Feb.  25,  and  the 
annual  fishing  competition  on  Jvily  16. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  undergone  a  further  rise  since  last 
week,  although  at  the  period  of  writing  the  river 
was  again  settling  down  and  clearing  nicely.  There 
was  a  big  head  of  water  in  evidence  on  Thursday 
(Jan.  14),  and  many  anglers,  who  journeyed  to 
Weston  by  the  early  train  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
the  basin  and  pool  for  pike,  were  surprised  to 
experience  such  a  marked  change  in  less  than  a 
dozen  hours  ;  yet  a  few  fish  were  taken.  Whilst  in 
the  Foremark  district  Mr.  T.  B.  Potter  and  your 
correspondent  creeled  a  choice  lot  of  roach  with  the 
tail  end  of  the  lobworm,  used  in  tight-floating  style. 
Roach  and  bream  have  been  got  on  the  Weston 
waters  during  the  week,  and  at  Sawley  the  former 
have  shown  a  liking  for  the  small  red  worms.  Some 
fair  lots  have  also  come  to  hand  from  Mr.  Pyatt's 
meadow  at  WiHord.  Few  sportsmen  appear  to 
have  patronised  the  reaches  below  the  city,  and 
few  takes  of  importance  have  been  notified.  I  am 
pleased  to  learn  that  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  the  popular 
and  esteemed  honorary  secretary  of  the  Wellington 
Society,  has,  with  a  friend,  been  in  at  the  "death" 
of  one  of  the  heaviest  and  most  handsome  pike 
taken  with  the  rod  in  our  district  for  many  seasons 
past.  The  two  landed  nine,  including  the  monster 
in  question.  It  measured  45Jin.  in  length,  22Jin. 
round  the  girth,  and  weighed,  some  hours  after 
capture,  301b.,  within  3oz.  It  was  a  female,  having 
a  very  small  head,  and  was  in  perfect  condition. 
One  of  Messrs.  J.  Theaker  and  Sons'  celebrated 
plaited  lines — a  No.  5 — was  used  in  its  capture.  Mr. 
Rose,  our  local  naturalist,  has  it  in  hand  for 
preservation. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  very  big  water  in  our  rivers  again  ; 
they  have  been  bankful  of  highly-coloured  water, 
and  angling  quite  put  a  stop  to.  A  few  anglers 
have  been  pike  fishing  in  private  water,  and  had 
fair  sport,  nothing  over  71b.  taken.  The  Worcester 
Angling  Society  have  had  a  meeting,  and  we  are 
glad  to  hear  they  have  renewed  their  lease  of  the 
fishing  in  the  Lower  Teme,  and  in  addition  have 
secured  a  portion  of  the  river  Severn,  from  Teme's 
mouth  towards  the  city.  The  clubs  are  all'  now 
supplied  with  their  Midland  and  Great  Western 
Railway  travelling  cards,  and  are  hoping  to  have  a 
little  sport  among  the  coarse  fish  before  the  close 
season  commences.  A  great  number  of  salmon  have 
come  up  the  Severn  with  this  high  water,  and  when 
the  season  opens  on  Feb.  2  the  nets  should  do  well. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Most  of  the  rivers  have  for  a  week  or  more  been 
in  an  unfit  condition  for  angling,  and  many  rodsmen 
have  suffered  disappointment.  Pike  fishers  have 
had  but  moderate  sport ;  the  experience  of  Mr.  W. 
Grassham,  of  the  Leeds  A.C.,  who  recently,  in 
Wharfe,  caught  two  fine  pike  of  201b.  7oz.  and 
101b.  4oz.  each  respectively,  being  quite  exceptional. 
The  larger  fish  was  ^taken  over  by  Messrs. 
Walbran,  Ltd.,  Leeds,  to  be  set  up,  and  eventually 
preserved  as  an  interesting  specimen  of  its  kind.  It  is 


stated  to  be  the  largest  pike  caught  in  the  Wharfe  for 
many  a  year.  The  Ouso  was  in  grand  condition  on 
Monday  (Jan.  18)  and  Tuesday  (.Jan.  19),  but  later 
the  stream  was  considerably  affected  by  waters 
running  in  from  the  Nidd.  There  has  been  very 
little  angling  anywhere  near  York  in  the  Ouse,  but 
early  this  week  Foss  fishing  afforded  enjoyment  to 
a  number  of  rodsmen.  Mr.  LawsonandMr.  Hender- 
son, on  Jan.  19,  tried  the  Amalgamation  waters  at 
Strensall,  when  the  latter  secured  a  couple  of  very 
nice  ipike,  one  weighing  about  51b.  and  the  other 
3|lb.  Seven  good  |lb.  specimens  of  roach  fell  to 
Mr.  Lawson.  The  action  of  the  Yorkshire  Derwent 
A.S.  in  obtaining  twenty  thousand  trout  ova  for 
restocking  above  and  below  Hackness  from  a 
northern  hatchery  in  preference  to  the  club's  own 
breeding  grounds,  is  approved  -m  likely  to  appre- 
ciably improve  the  streevm. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Spring  salmon  continue  to  arrive  in  generally  good 
numbers  on  all  the  principal  earlier  waters.  Angling 
opens  at  Waterville  on  Feb.  1,  and  the  prospects 
have  not  been  so  good  for  .several  years  at  this 
juncture.  On  Saturday  last  (Jan.  10)  a  man  named 
James  Sullivan,  a  farmer,  picked  up  a  241b.  salmon 
on  the  S3a  shore.  It  is  supposed  the  fish  was  killed 
by  being  knocked  against  tha  rocks  by  the  recent 
heavy  tides.  A  fishery  prosecution  at  the  suit  of 
the  Waterville  Fishery  Conservators  against  some 
parties  for  poachmg  on  the  Reenroe  river  is  pending, 
and  will^  come  off  on  Feb.  1  at  Portmagee  Petty 
Sessions.  The  reports  to  hand  from  the  Cork  rivers 
are  satisfactory  all  round.  At  Killarney  the 
prospects  are  also  bright. 

NoBTH  OP  Ireland. 
At  time  of  writing  the',weather  is  mild  and  spring- 
like, so  that  when  the  local  canals  and  lakes  settTe 
after  the  rise  of  last  week,  coarse  fishing  will  receive 
a  much  needed  fillip.  The  Ulster  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation has  arranged  to  hold  a  coarse  fishing 
competition  at  Toome  on  Easter  Monday,  and 
the  trout  fishing  competition  at  a  later  date,  thus 
reversing  the  practice  of  the  previous  years.  The 
Easter  competition  will  be  a  roving  one,  which  is 
more  suited  to  Irish  waters  than  the  pegged-down 
system.  The  Bush,  co.  Antrim,  opens  on  Feb.  1. 
The  greater  number  of  the  kelt  salmon  have  left 
the  upper  reaches  and  now  lie  in  the  deep  reaches 
between  Bushmills  and  the  sea.  The  spring  salmon 
fishing  of  this  river  is  usually  let  by  the  proprietor. 
Lord  Macnaghten.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Belfast  Anglers'  Association  the  annual  subscription 
was  raised  to  two  guineas,  and  the  entrance  fee  to 
three  guineas,  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  for  the 
proper  preservation  of  the  waters  of  the  associa- 
tion. The  Crossgar,  for  which  the  association  is 
negotiating,  has  about  sixteen  miles  of  fishable 
water. 

South  of  Ireland. 
Quite  a  number  of  rivers  open  in  the  South  of 
Ireland  on  Feb.  1,  including  such  well-known 
waters  as  the  Suir,  Barrow,  Burren,  Anner,  Black- 
water,  Funcheon,  Hen,  Lee,  etc.  The  general  con- 
census of  opinion  is  that  the  past  spawning  season 
was  the  most  successful  for  many  years.  Rod 
fisheries  are  letting  fairly  well.  Spring  salmon  have 
besn  in  the  Lee  for  some  weeks.  Altogether,  the 
prospects  for  1904  are  considered  good. 


SOUTH  COAST  BASS  FISHING. 


As  a  native  of  the  south  coast  and  a  keen  bass 
fisherman,  I  have  read  "  Sandgro use's  "  excellent 
article  in  the  Field  on  the  above  subject  with  much 
interest.  The  neighbourhood  of  Berry  Head  was  a 
fayourite  fishing-ground  of  my  late  father  for  his 
last  thirty  years.  "  Sandgrouse/'  had  a  good  day, 
but  if  he  intends  to  go  in  for  bass  and  pollack 
thoroughly  and  to  make  Torquay  his  headquarters, 
I  would  advise  him  to  try  a  small  sand-eel  seine  and 
courge  for  keeping  the  bait  alive  ;  C.  and  R.  Brooks, 
of  Plymouth,  can  supply  both,  and  he  can  catch  as 
many  sand-eels  as  he  requires  in  any  of  the  small 
sandy  inlets  in  Torbay.  The  living  sand-eel  is  the 
most  killing  live  bait  known  for  large  bass  and 
pollack  in  a  tideway.  The  method  of  baiting  is  fully 
described  and  illustrated  in  "  The  Sea  Fisherman  " 
(Longmans,  Green,  &  Co.),  page  64.  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  had  "  Sandgro  use  "  been 
using  sand-eels  he  would  have  materially  increased 
his  catch.  I  have  never  used  a  triplet  in  salt  water, 
nor  would  I,  as  with  any  floating  mud  it  must  be  an 
intolerable  nuisance.  Small  or  school  bass,  when  on 
the  feed,  will  take  an  ordinary  white  flj",  spinner  or 
india-rubber  eel.  As  a  boy  of  thirteen,  I  one  night 
at  Exmouth  jetty  caught  twenty-two  bass  with  live 
sand-eels,  when  a  local  expert  fishing  next  to  me 
with  dead  eels  had  not  a  single  bite. — J.  C.  WiL- 
coc'KS  in  the  Field, 
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Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


MR.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL'S  SINGLE- 
TRIANGLE  SPINNING  FLIGHT,  ETC. 

Dear  Sie, — Allow  me  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
acknowledging  the  courteous  letter  of  Mr.  Little- 
wood  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  16  und3r  the  above 
heading,  and  in  accepting  with  pleasure  his  explana- 
tion of  the  friendly  intention  which  inspired  hi? 
original  communication  I  am  only  sorry  that  I 
should  have  misunderstood  its  purport  in  the  first 
instance. 

Storr  Flight. 

It  is  very  seldom  that  I  find  myself  dissenting 
from  any  of  your  editorial  remarks,  and  in  the 
present  case,  on  reading  your  two  "  comments" 
(on  my  letter  of  Jan.  9)  together,  I  take  it  that  if 
any  divergence  of  views  could  at  the  first  glance  be 
*'  construed "  into  them,  it  would  be  rather  a 
difference  of  words  than  of  facts  :  you  call  "  making 
known"  what  I  describe  as  "inventing." 

With  regard,  however,  to  the  '*  genesis "  of  the 
Storr  flight,  I  feel  obliged,  however  reluctantly,  to 
join  issue  with  your  correspondent,  Mr.  Howse,  in 
the  opinion  that  it  was  ever  other  than  a  two- 
triangle  flight,  the  second  triangle  being,  moreover 
(unless  my  memory  is  at  fault),  directed  to  be  used 
*•  by  insertion  in  the  bait's  tail  for  the  purpose  of 
crooking  it."  I  have  often  seen  the  Storr  flight 
advertised,  and  it  was  always  with  this  second 
triangle.  I  have  also  had  a  supply  of  the  Storr 
flight  from  the  advertiser,  and  invariably  there 
were  two  triangles.  .  .  .  Everything  outside  of 
these  simple  facts  appears  to  me  more  or  less  in  the 
nature  of  a  "  pious  opinion." 

And  now — as  I  do  hope  this  is  the  last  letter  I 
shall  be  called  upon  to  write  on  the  subject — • 
perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to  take  the  opportunity 
of  making  clear  my  attitude  in  regard  to  the  single - 
triangle  flight  and  complete  trace  described  and 
illustrated  in  yovir  issue  of  Dec.  26  (omitting  the 
above-lead  swivel,  of  which  I  have  already  dis- 
claimed the  authorship)  :  — 

(1)  The  under-himg  lead  {et  hoc  genus  omne)  I 
claim  as  my  "invention  " — a  claim  which  has  never 
yet  been  disputed. 

(2)  The  double-swivel  (with  the  particular  form 
of  "  hook  "  attached  to  the  swivel)  I  claim  as  mine, 
find  it  has  been  so  registered. 

(3)  The  trace  baiting-needle,  forming  part  of 
the  line  itself,  is  also  registered  [under  my  name, 
and  imless  anyone  can  produce  any  real  evidence 
that  it  has  ever  before  been  described  in  print,  or 
made  pviblic .  in  any  way,  I  claim  that  as  my 
invention. 

(4)  Subject  to  the  same  proviso,  I  also  claim  the 
authorship  of  the  single-triangle  flight  of  hooks. 

The  above  I  think  makes  my  position  in  the 
matter  perfectly  plain,  and  admits  of  no  mis- 
apprehension.—Yours  truly, 

H.  Cholmondeley  Pennell. 


THE  PENNELL  AND  OTHER  SPINNING 
FLIGHTS  FOR  PIKE. 

Sir, — I  think  I  can  add  a  page  to  the  interesting 
history  of  spinning  flights  which  is  gradually  being 
■WTitten  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

About  the  year  1877,  when  an  undergraduate  at 
Cambridge,  Mr.  Hurrell,  of  Madingley  Hall,  who  was 
then  also  an  undergraduate  of  Trinity  Hall,  showed 
me  one  day  when  we  were  spinning  on  the  Cam  the 
single  triangle  method  with  the  gimp  threaded 
through  the  vent  of  the  bait  and  out  at  its  mouth. 
He  told  mo  it  was  the  tackle  most  commonly  used 
in  Cambridgeshire.  I  gave  it  a  prolonged  trial,  and 
later  on  added  a  second  triangle,  as,  indeed,  I  found 
did  many  other  people  who  fished  the  Ouse.  Going 
still  further  back  in  the  seventies,  or  maybe  it  was 
in  the  late  sixties,  I  remember  spending  a  day  as  a 
)ad  at  Mr.  Howse's  charming  country  house  by  the 
New  River.  There  I  saw  in  the  hall  some  stuffed 
piko  and  some  pieces  of  gimp  with  a  huge  single 
triangle  at  the  end  of  each.  I  was  told  it  was  tl\6 
tackle  Mr.  Howse  usually  fished  with  when  spinning 
for  pike.  After  a  lengthy  experience  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  two  triangle  arrangement  was 
the  better,  and  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  not 
a  copy  of  the  "Hook  of  the  All-round  Angler"  I 
may  perhaps  be  allowed  to  give  an  extract,  not  only 
to  show  my  opinion  of  the  tackle  at  that  time — an 
opinion  which  I  still  retain — but  also  to  explain 
several  other  ways  in  which  this  two  hook  combina- 
tion can  be  us^d  us  a  spinning  tackle. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  the  Thames  professional 
fishermen,  who  are  probably  the  greatest  exports  in 
spinning  in  the  United  Kingdom,  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  tackles  of  this  description,  but  give  the 
X^reforonce  eithsr  to  tho  old  Thames  flights  or  its 
/ 
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modifications  as  recommended  by  the  late  Mr. 
Francis  Francis  and  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell  in 
his  earlier  works.  I  thought,  indeed,  myself  that 
Mr.  Pennell  had  attained  perfection  in  the  Bromley 
Davenport  Pennell  flight.  The  professional  Thames 
fisherman  does  not  believe  in  a  bait  which  has  not 
a  straight  spin.  Hungry  pike,  by  the  way,  will 
take  a  bait  which  is  simply  being  dragged  through 
the  water  and  does'not  spin  at  all. — Yours  truly, 
"John  Bickerdyke." 

Extract  from  the  "  Book  of  the  All-round  Angler," 
Division  2. — "  Angling  for  Pike."  Revised  edition, 
page  63: — "There  is  a  simple  piece  of  spinning 
tackle,  a  great  favourite  in  the  Midlands  and 
Eastern  Counties,  which  I  advise  the  pike  fisher 
never  to  be  without,  for  it  will  spin  any  bait  with- 
out difficulty,  and  requires  no  skill  in  its  adjust- 
ment. It  is  shown  on  a  bait  in  Fig.  34,  and  it  will 
be  seen  that  it  is  nothing  more  than  two  triangles 
at  the  end  of  a  piece  of  gimp.  To  bait  it  in  the 
way  shown  it  is  necessary  to  attach  the  gimp  to  a 
baiting  needle  (if  the  needle  is  lost  the  gimp  can  be 
pushed  through  the  bait  by  means  of  a  piece  of 
stick  notched  at  each  end,  or  an  extemporised 
needle  can  be  made  out  of  a  piece  of  soda-water 
bottle  wire — facts  worth  remembering),  and  thread 
the  fish  from  vent  to  mouth.  The  bait  spins  in  a 
different  manner  to  one  mounted  on  a  Pennell  or 
Francis  flight,  but  it  is  an  attractive  spin  all  the 
same,  and  the  tackle  hooks  well.  After  the  gimp  is 
through  the  bait  you  can,  if  you  please,  slip  a  pipe- 
lead  (A)  down  the  gimp,  and  so  into  the  belly  of 
the  bait,  and  follow  with  a  lip-hook  (B),  the  eyes  of 
which  must  be  large,  to  pass  over  the  loop  in  the 
gimp. 

"  Another  way  of  using  this  tackle  is  to  put  the 
end  of  the  gimp  through  a  gill  of  the  fish  and  out  of 
its  mouth,  and  fix  the  triangles  in  the  back  of  the 
bait,  or  put  the  end  triangle  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  bait  to  the  threaded  gill.  The  tackle  so  baited 
is  shown  in  Fig.  35.  It  is  improved  by  a  fixed  lip- 
hook  which  has  tj  be  passed  through  the  gill  and 
brought  out  at  the  mouth,  a  delicate  operation,  or 
a  sliding  lip-hook  can,  of  course,  be  passed  down 
the  gimp  after  the  triangles  are  placed. 

"  There  is  yet  another  method  of  using  this  tackle 
— one  which  I  can  strongly  recommend,  but  the 
addition  of  a  lip-hook  and  4in.  copper  wire,  one 
end  of  which  is  turned  into  an  eye,  and  the  eye 
bent  at  right  angles  to  the  rest  of  the  wire,  is 
essential.  This  simple  tackle  hooks  well,  is  easy  to 
adjust,  and  spins  the  bait  as  well  as  any  other 
flight.  To  adjust  it  stick  the  lip-hook  through  both 
lips  (the  top  lip  first  if  a  gudgeon)  of  the  bait,  and 
catoh  one  hook  of  each  triangle  on  the  side,  leaving 
the  gimp  between  the  lip-hook  and  the  triangles 
rather  loose  than  tight,  then  pass  the  end  of  the 
gimp  through  the  eye  of  the  wire.  The  wire  can 
then  be  brought  down  the  gimp  and  thrust  right 
down  the  centre  of  the  bait  until  it  is  buried  as  far 
as  the  eye  which  rests  against  the  lip-hook.  The 
tail  of  the  bait  can  then  be  bent.  Tlie  triangles 
should  be  on  the  outside  of  the  curve.  (Allcock's 
'  Imperceptible  Spinner,'  a  capital  flight,  is  made  on 
this  principle.)  " 


SPINNING  TACKLE.  RINGS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  taken  the  Fishing  Gazette  for 
many  years,  and  latterly  have  been  much  interested 
in  the  letters  about  spinning  tackle,  rod  rings,  and 
kinking  of  lines,  etc. 

I  send  you  (enclosed)  one  of  Slater's  catalogues  of 
1892,  this  being  the  oldest  one  of  his  I  can  find,  and 
on  page  30  is  a  description  of  my  spinner,  namely, 
the  Pondered  Spinner,  which  seems  identical  with 
the  spinner  recommended  by  Mr.  Pennell  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  De.\  12,  1903,  which  I  have 
used  for  about  thirty-five  years,  and  having  tried 
almost  all  spinners  give  it  a  preference  of  all  others. 
You  will  see  by  the  description  given  that  I  thread 
the  bait  between  the  ventral  fins,  and  not  through 
the  vent  itself,  because  the  bait  is  tougher  there, 
and  because  it  spins  better.  I  also  tried  the  single 
triangle,  but  could  not  get  it  uniformly  to  spin 
well. 

1  have  modified  my  spinner  of  late  years  by 
using  a  piece  of  thin  sheet  lead,  which  I  wrap 
tightly  round  the  gimp  near  to  the  bait's  mouth 
and  press  it  in,  as  it  is  not  so  apt  to  come  out ;  but 
I  do  not  use  the  mouth  lead  so  much  now  as  I  did 
for  several  reasons — namely,  I  prefer  a  small  bait, 
say  bleak,  which  has  so  small  a  mouth  that  the 
lead  is  apt  to  break  it,  and  I  often  use  a  preserved 
sprat,  which  is  too  tender  for  a  mouth  lead  ;  and 
lastly,  in  water  where  weeds  abound  the  bait  gets 
among  them  too  often.  I  use  an  ordinary  thin 
barrel-shaped  load  with  a  small  wire  loop  at  each 
end,  bent  so  as  to  hang  down  on  one  side  of  the 
line  about  throe  feet  from  the  hooks,  the  line  being 
passed  twice  round  the  lead  between  the  loops  to 
prevent  it  slipping. 

The  gimp  attached  to  the  triangles  is  20  inches 


long  from  them  to  the  loop  at  the  end  of  it,  and  the 
short  trace  (12  inches)  with  one  single  swivel  and 
catch,  and  two  double  swivels.  The  gi«ip  used  is  I 
very  fine  but  strong,  and  stained  to  an  indestructible 
black  by  being  put  into  a  cardboard  box  in  a  warm 
place  with  some  powdered  common  brimstone. 

I  use  what  are  called  "  Bell's  Life  "  rings  in  white 
metal  which  does  not  rust.    I  think  snake  rings  are  j 
apt  to  make  a  wet  line  cling  to  the  rod.    T  am  not  I 
bothered  with  kinking,  as  I  have  only  to  alter  the  i 
position  of  the  tail  triangle  to  make  the  bait  spin 
the  reverse  way  and  take  the  twist  out  of  the  line. 
I  wish  the  makers  of  silk  plaited  lines  would  not 
plait  them  so  tightly,  as  I  am  convinced  that  is  one 
cause  of  lines  breaking.    Tho  silk  contracts  when 
wet  and  cuts  itself.    Let  your  readers  try  the  relative 
strengths  of  wet  and  dry  lines  and  see  for  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  Pennell  has  altogether  changed  his  views.  In 
one  of  his  books  on  spinning  he  says  :  "  The  grand 
principle  in  the  construction  of  all  spinning  tackle 
is  the  use  of  the  flying  triangle  as  distinguished  from  I 
that  whipped  upon  the  central  link,"  and  again, 
"  the  principle  which  I  am  convinced  should  rule  I 
paramount  in  the  construction  of  all  such  flights  is 
the  substituting  of  flying  triangles  (that  is,  triangles 
kept  loose  from  the  bait  by  short  links  of  their  own)  j 
for  triangles  or  any  other  hooks  whipped  on  to  the  | 
central  link,"  but  now  he  discards  these  flying 
triangles  altogether.    I  consider  flying  hooks  of  any 
kind  are  abominations  in  water  where  weeds  and 
obstructions  abound,  and  I  know  of  no  other. 

Mr.  Pennell's  scheme  of  attaching  a  baiting  needle 
to,  and  making  it  a  part  of,  the  flight  may  houseful 
to  some,  but  no  use  to  me  as  I  carry  one  stuck  on 
the  right  side  of  my  hat  (or  cap)  and  another  in  my 
tackle-box,  so  have  no  use  for  one  attached  to  every 
flight,  and  I  have  never  been  in  any  difficulty  for 
want  of  a  needle. — Yours  truly, 

Wellingborough.  Thomas  Pendered. 

[It  will  be  seen  from  Mr.  Pennell's  letter  that  what 
he  claims  as  his  idea  is  the  use  of  a  single  triangle  ;  ■ 
the  use  of  two  in  the  same  manner  is,  he  admits,  as  ; 
old  as  the  hills.  It  will  hs  seen  from  Dr.  Heintz's  ] 
letter  that  he  also  threads  the  bait  by  entering  the  ' 
needle  between  the  ventral  fins. — Ed.] 


EYED  V.  GUT-TIED  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — If  I  cannot  concede  to  "  New  Sub- 
scriber "  the  better  of  the  argument  on  this  subject 
I  should  like  to  begin  by  conceding  to  him  the 
palm  for  the  good  temper  of  his  reply.  Since  my 
letter,  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  9, 
left  my  hands  I  have  had  unpleasant  doubts  as  to 
whether  I  had  expressed  myself  with  the  urbanity 
which  should  characterise  one's  controversies  with 
a  brother  angler.  I  hope  "New  Subscriber  "  will 
believe  that  if  I  offended  it  was  unintentional. 

I,  too,  am  a  Scot  on  one  side,  and  therefore 
"  New  Subscriber  "  must  bear  with  me  if  I  decline 
to  admit  that  the  difference  of  weight  between  the 
eyed  hook  and  the  blind  is  the  whole  crux  of  the 
argument.  My  case  for  eyed  flies  for  wet-fly  fishing 
— particularly  in  the  small  sizes — is  fourfold.  I 
say  of  wet-fly  hooks  tied  to  gut  that  (1)  they  fall 
better,  (2)  they  hang  better  as  droppers,  (3)  they 
swim  better,  (4)  they  hook  better  (by  the  way,  it 
was  printed  "look  better"  in  my  last  letter). — 
Yours  truly.  Vat,  Conson. 

[I  wish  all  correspondents  who  agree  to  differ 
would  do  so  in  the  spirit  of  "  Val  Conson's  "  letter. 
Readers  may  blame  me  for  inserting  some  letters 
which  have  appeared,  and  perhaps  with  justice, 
but  an  editor  cannot  always  see  everything.  If 
they  could  see  what  I  do  not  publish  they  would 
agree  with  me  that  some  anglers  are  extremely 
unWaltonian  in  nature. — Ed.] 


CODLING  TAKING  FLY— THE  BURBOT. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  your  note  on  the  incident 
reported  by  "  The  Tracker  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Jan.  16,  I  may  mention  that  when  a  schoolboy  at 
Scarborough,  about  the  time  of  the  Crimean  War,  I 
and  my  angling  schoolmates  not  infrequently  caught 
rock-codling  when  casting  a  white  fly  for  '*  billet," 
from  the  rocks  under  the  north  sida  of  Castle  Hill. 

Referring  to  remarks  in  your  previous  issue 
(Jan.  9)  concerning  that  somewhat  rare  or  sparsely- 
distributed  fish  (in  British  waters)  the  burbot  or 
eel-pout,  I  remember  that  once,  when  fishing  the 
Yorkshire  Rye,  near  Helmsley,  finding  the  water 
in  thick  flood,  and  trying  a  big  worm  on  bottom  as, 
a  last  resource,  I  landed  three  fair-sized  specimens 
of  lota  vulgaris  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and 
subsequently,  wandering  up  a  small  tributary  not 
quite  so  thick,  nearly  filled  my  creel  with  eels. 

The  burbot  is  excellent  eating,  as  remarked  by 
Couch  in  his  brief  account  of  it,  and  I  should  think 
its  occasional  capture  would  be  welcomed  by  bottom 
fishers,  though  if  it  is  a  feeder  on  trout  ova,  or  in 
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any  other  way  detrimental  to  the  more  sporting  fish, 
I  have  nothing  to  say  for  it. 

It  is  curious  that,  in  over  half  a  century's  angling, 
I  never  caught  a  burbot  before  or  since  that  we',1- 
remembered  occasion  when  I  landed  the  three. — 
Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  Jan.  18. 

EYED  V.  BLIND  HOOKS  FOR  TROUT  AND 
SALMON  FLIES. 

Dear  Sie, — I  have  read  several  letters  lately  in 
e  Fishing  Gazette  concerning  eyed  hooks.  The 
-awbacks  mentioned  are  certainly  not  my  experi- 
ence, and  I  have  tied  and  used  thousands  of  flies, 
from  a  4-inch  salmon  fly  to  a  midge,  and  for  the 
last  fifteen  years  I  have  always  used  eyed  hooks. 

I  now  use  for  trout  Allcock's  new  *' Perfect  Hook," 
and  I  consider  it  is  absolutely  perfection,  and  a  dry 
fly  tied  on  one  falls  quite  as  well  on  the  water  as  a 
blind  hook. 

When  I  first  got  these  hooks  I  tied  some  dry  and 
wet  flies  on  them,  and  a  friend  and  I  tested  them  on 
the  Deveron  where  trout  run  fairly  large.  He  used 
the  dry  fly  mostly,  and  we  got  SClb.bf  good  trout  in 
three  days.  We  both  came  to  the  conclusion  that  for 
certainty  of  hooking,  penetration,  and  holding 
power  there  is  nothing  like  them.  They  make  up 
very  easily  and  well  for  Stewart  tackle,  and  the 
peculiar  band  seems  to  dojvery  well  when  worming 
for  sea-trout. 

I  find  from  my  diary  that  I  landed  this  year  a 
salmon,  weighing  2 lib.,  on  Stewart  tackle  made  of 
two  No.  8  Perfect  hooks,  also  salmon  and  grilse 
up  to  101b.  with  fly  on  No.  10,  and  I  saw  a  lady 
kill  a  91b.  spring  fish  with  No.  6.  Neither  my 
friends  nor  I  have  had  one  of  these  hooks  break 
yet  except  when  getting  them  out  of  a  fish. 

As  regards  eyed  salmon  hooks  I  have  never  been 
quite  satisfied  with  the  existing  shapes,  etc.,  and  I 
am  having  some  specially  manufactured  to  my  own 
design.  The  bend,  strength,  weight,  and  shape  are, 
I  think,  an  improvement  on  anything  I  have  yet 
used,  but,  of  course,  experience  will  be  a  better  test. 
They  are  to  be  got  from  Mr.  R.  Turnbull,  of  10  and 
12,  rianover-street,  Edinburgh.  I  believe  he  calls 
them  the  "  Ham-Young  "  hook.  They  are  made  of 
the  very  best  metal,  japanned  black,  and  Turnbull 
will  tie  any  pattern  of  salmon  fly  on  them. 

I  hope  my  experience  may  be  of  use  to  some  of 
your  readers  who  have  not  yet  tried  the  merits  of 
eyed  hooks. — Yours  truly,  H.  Young. 

P.S. — Turnbull  supplies  the  Perfect  trout  hook 
at  23.  6d.  per  100,  I  think. 

[I  should  like  to  see  Mr.  Young's  eyed  salmon 
hook  japanned  black.  It  is  what  I  have  suggested 
more  than  once. — Ed.] 

LIQUID  WAX— FURTHER  SUGGESTIONS. 

Deab  Sir, — It  is  gratifying,  after  the 'complaints 
that  have  been  made  by  vaiious  correspondents  as 
to  the  want  of  holding  power  of  the  liquid  wax,  to 
have  such  a  courteous  and  generous  acknowledg 
ment  of  its  merits  from  one  who  is  agreed  to  be  one 
of  the  best,  if  not  the  best,  amateur  fly  makers  now 
living.  I  refer  to  the  letter  of  "  Val  Conson"  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  9.  As  "Val  Conson" 
seems  to  have  taken  very  considerable  Jtrouble  to 
give  my  method  a  fair  trial,  let  me  add  a  few  sug 
gestions,  some  of  which  are  my  own,  and  the  others 
the  result  of  experiments  tried  by  some  of  my 
numerous  correspondents  since  I  first  wrote  about 
the  liquid  wax.  First  let  me  say  that,  like  every- 
thing else,  cobblers'  wax  is  by  no  means  what  it 
was,  and  it  is  difficult  to  get  the  real  thing  un 
adulterated.  In  the  old  days  shoemakers  made 
their  own  wax,  and  it  was  far  better  and  stronger 
than  it  is  now.  I  tried  the  other  day  to  get  some 
to  make  myself  a  fresh  supply  as  I  had  given 
nearly  all  my  old  supply  to  various  correspondents 
who  had  Vjegged  for  samples.  All  I  could  get  after 
trying  several  places  was  a  box  of  some  sort  of 
composition  sold  as  cobblers'  wax,  but  not  at  all 
like  the  old  stuff.  Two  of  my  correspondents,  both 
scientific  men,  one  writing  from  Ireland  and  another 
from  Sweden,  have  suggested  using  either  benzol  or 
chloroform  as  a  vehicle  instead  of  turps,  and  say 
they  find  it  answer,  as  it  dries  quicker  and  absorbs 
iriore  wax.  I  daresay  this  may  be  so,  but  I  should 
be  afraid  of  the  wax  cracking  after  drying,  and  so 
admitting  the  water,  when  the  silk  would  of  course 
Vjecome  rotten  and  the  fly  go  to  pieces.  At  one 
time  I  used  Eau  de  Cologne  as  a  vehicle,  but  I 
fancied  the  wax  was  more  brittle  than  with  the 
turfjs.  Turpentine,  as  is  well  known,  produces  in 
drying  an  oil  used  by  artists,  and  called  "  fat  oil.  " 
'V\\'m  causes  wax  dissolved  in  turps  to  have  an  oily 
feel  at  first  and  to  dry  more  slowly,  and  it  might 
caus  ;  the  wrapping  of  a  hook  to  draw  if  it  was  used 
thickly  and  tested  before  it  was  hard  dry  ;  but  as  I 
said  before,  it  dries  into  a  sort  of  solid  varnish, 
incorporating  all  the  silk  wrapping 'nnd  absohitf  ly 


impermeable'  to  water.  I  think  the  fault  if  the 
liquid  wax  is  not  strong  enough  is  more  with  the 
wax  than  the  vehicle,  and  I  would  suggest,  with  a 
view  of  getting  greater  grip,  that  a  very  little 
Burgundy  pitch  and  resin  he  added  to  the  wax 
when  it  is  first  dissolved.  Experiments  will  give 
the  proper  proportion,  and  each  fly  maker  can  have 
his  own  particular  wax  of  the  stiffness  and  contis- 
tency  he  likes.  One  correspondent  ("J.  R.")  in 
his  letter  sneers  at  the  wax  and  says,  "  Fancy 
having  to  open  a  bottle  ta  wax  silk  when 
dressing  a  gross  of  flies."  Well,  all  I  have  to  say 
in  answer  to  that  is  that  it  takes  less  time  to  wax 
silk  thoroughly  with  the  liquid  than  with  the  solid 
wax,  and  besides  my  hints  were  not  meant  for 
those  who  want  to  make  flies  quickly  to  sell,  but 
for  those  who  want  to  produce  as  good  and  careful 
an  imitation  of  the  very  delicate  natural  insects  a? 
our  limited  means  will  allow.  I  quite  agree,  too, 
with  "Val  Conson' s  "  admirable  letter  respecting 
"Eyed  r.  Gut-tied  I'Flies."  My  experience  is  that 
for  the  wet  fly,  particularly  in  streams,  no  matter 
how  they  may  be  attached,  eyed  flies  are  practically 
useless,  and  for  this  reason,  that  directly  there  Is 
the  very  slightest  drag  the  eyed  fly  "skirts."  In 
wet  fly  fishing,  particularly  in  fishing  up  stream,  the 
great  object  and  difficulty  is  to  make  your  fly 
"hang"  properly,  and  it  is  in  this  position — that  is, 
when  presented  to  the  fish  with  the  head  of  the  fly 
pointed  ^upstream — that  nine  out  of  every  ten  trout 
are  taken.  This  "hang"  is  impossible  with  the 
eyed  fly  or  even  with  a  wet  fly  that  is  tied  too 
bunchy  in  the  head.  The  hard  projection  of  the 
head  of  the  eyed  fly  causes  it  when  the  drag  of  the 
stream  comes  on  it  to  rise  to  the  surface  with  a 
wake  like  a  small  steamer.  This  is  "skirting."  I  fear 
I  have  trespassed  again  on  your  space,  but  if  I  have 
been  too  prolix,  Mr.  Editor,  you  have  the  remedy. 
■ — Yours  truly,  Glambhos. 

[In  a  private  note  "  Glanrhos  "  says  :  "  I  was 
amused  to  find  one  of  the  most  English  and  sport- 
ing Frenchmen  I  ever  met  signing  himself  '  Frog 
Eater.'  " — Ed. J 


SINGLE  HOOKS  F.  TREBLES. 

Dear  Sir, — On  several  of  my 
natural  bait  tackles  I  have  been 
successfully  substituting  single 
hooks  for  trebles.  If  make  the 
hooks  stand  up  straight  from 
the  bait  by  binding  on  a  short 
length  of  steel  wire  to  the  hook 
shank.  The  singles  are,  of  course, 
far  neater  than  trebles,  and,  as 
far  as  my  experience  goes,  hook 
quite  as  well ;  the  fine  wire  does 
not  damage  the  bait,  and  I  do  not 
find  that  the  hooks  draw  away 
before  a  fish  is  run,  if  the  wire 
is  slightly  bent  back  before  its 
insertion. 

The  wire  is  the  same  that  I 
use  for  the  trace ;  I  get  it  from 
Horwood,  of  Killin.  Before  I 
saw Farlow's  "Avon"  snap  troll- 
ing tackle  I  had  used  a  similar 
one  with  single  hooks  on  fine 
wire  spikes  instead  of  double 
ones ;  and  I  think  the  tackle 
hooks  better  with  singles  than 
when  equipped  with  double  or 
treble  hooks.  I  enclose  a  large 
single  hook  bound  on  wire  to 
illustrate  my  idea. — Yours  truly, 
Penk. 

["  Penk's  "  plan  seems  to  be  a 
good  one.  Some  years  ago  Messrs. 
Farlow   made    me   some  pike 

  tackles    with   single   hook  for 

paternoster  and  snap  tackles  for 
live  bait  mounted  on  fine  plaited 
brown  wire,  which  I  found 
answer  A  1. — Ed.] 


BROWN  TROUT  FRY  FEEDING  QUESTION 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if 
you  or  any  of  your  readers  would  inform  me  what 
are  the  best  artificial  foods  for  brown  trout  fry, 
and  also  the  methods  of  preparing  same,  and  how 
to  feed.  I  have  aboiit  50,000  brown  trout  ova  laid 
down  on  fine  boiled  gravel  in  charred  troughs,  and 
shall  be  obliged  for  any  information  as  to  the  best 
way  of  dealing  with  the  young  fry  when  hatched, 
which  I  expect  will  take  place  early  in  March. — 
Yours  truly,  Fario 

[Perhaps  one  of  our  fish  breeders  would  kindly 
answer  this  technical  question.  "Fario"  should 
get  one  of  the  "  Handbooks  on  Trout  Culture."  Most 
of  the  fish  breeders  sell  special  food  for  feeding  fry 
and  yearlings. — Ed.] 


FLIES  ON  GUT  RETIED  ON  FRESH  GUT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  enolose  two  flies,  one  which  in 
retied  after  being  "necked."  When  I  want  to  save 
a  good  fly  I  break  the  gut  off  and  form  a  hitch  or 
two  behind  the  wings.  Then  I  bring  the  end 
between  the  wings  and  form  two  hitches  on  the 
head  when  1  have  no  silk  with  me.  The  other  fly 
has  two  hitches  behind  the  wings  and  another  whip 
finish  on  the  head  waxed.  "New  HuVjacriber" 
says  that  a  fly  is  done  for  when  it  is  "necked"; 
now  1  don't  think  it  is  done  until  it  is  properly 
worn  out.  The  first  I  tied  with  gut  only  I  killed 
five  trout,  averaging  about  lOin.  I  shall  be  very 
pleased  if  you  will  publish  this  for  the  benefit  of 
"New  Subscrib,  r,"  Notts. — Yours  truly, 

Morpeth.  J.  V\  .  Barra.s. 

[Mr.  Barras  is  a  very  neat  hand  at  knots.  I 
have  occasionally  tied  fresh  gut  to  an  old  fly  mucli 
as  he  describes;  but  he  does  it  so  neatly  that  no 
one  would  suspect  it  was  an  old  fly  on  new  gut — it 
requires  a  magnifying  glass. — Ed. J 


PIKE  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  watched  with  mucli  interest 
the  evolution  of  Mr.  Pennell's  single-triangle  spinning 
flight,  and  have  several  times  made  use  of  it,  and 
also  of  the  double  triangle  variation.  I  found,  how- 
ever, that  there  was  a  difficulty,  especially  with 
formalined  baits,  in  keeping  the  bait  curved,  and 
therefore  made  up  a  tackle  which  I  found  to  answer 
better. 

This  was  merely  a  single  triangle  whipped  on  to 
the  baiting  needle  at  the  pointed  end,  the  temper 
having  been  previously  taken  out  of  the  steel  by 
holding  it  over  a  gas  jet  until  red  hot  and  then 
allowing  to  cool.  The  needle  thus  treated  is  soft 
and  pliable,  and  may  be  bent^with  the  fingers  to 
any  shape  required.  The  loop  end  of  the  needle  is, 
of  course,  not  treated  in  this  way,  but  left  in  its 
original  condition,  and  looped  on  to  the  swivel,  as 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Pennell's  tackle. 

Personally,  I  found  another  advantage  in  this 
tackle,  for,  using  a  Gin.  needle,  I  dispensed  with 
gimp  a'.together,  and  used  salmon  gut  above  the 
swivels.  This,  however  might  not  be  practicable 
where  very  large  pike  were  expected,  bvit  in  this 
district,  where  a  pike  over  6lb.  or  71b.  is  somewhat 
of  a  rarity,  it  is  quite  safe. 

By  the  way,  perhaps  "J.  C.  W.,"  who  mentions  a 
light  pike  reel  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  16,  will  inform 
us  where  same  can  be  obtained. — Yours  truly, 

F.  W.  Straw. 


GOOD  SPORT  WITH  ROACH  IN  YORKSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  absolutely  nothing  in  the 
catch  of  roach  mentioned  on  page  40  of  the  Fishing 
GazeMe  of  Jan.  16 — namely, fish  from  14oz.to  llb.2oz. 
— but  what  any  ordinary  Lea  roacher  could  easily 
do  with  a  20ft.  roach  rod  and  single  hair  tight  line, 
for  in  certain  parts  of  the  Lea  weeds  run  out  quite 
as  fax  as  those  mentioned  by  Mr.  Bazley  ;  and  from 
what  I  know  of  London  anglers,  few  if  any  would 
care  to  have  their  white  cane  roach  rod  spoilt  by 
rings  and  winch  fittings.  It  would  completely  spoil 
the  perfection  of  our  style  as  practised  on  the  Lea. 

I  am  not  an  expert  such  as  my  old  friend  Charley 
Watling  or  some  of  his  brother  anglers  ;  yet  I  once 
caught  a  trout  just  over  21b.  when  reaching  in  the 
Thames,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Pang,  while  using  a 
fine  drawn  gut  tight  line  and  No.  10  crystal  hook. 
A  well-knowai  lady  angler  saw  me  land  it. — Yours 
truly,  George  Hemming. 


FAVOURITE  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  very  much  interested  in 
your  "  one  fly  "  or  "  pet  fly  "  correspondence. 

Oliver  Procter  asks  (Dec  19)  does  the  pet  fly  fail 
some  years  ?  Speaking  of  trout  fishing  in  reservoirs 
it  certainly  does.  The  fish  seem  to  have  difierent 
tastes  in  difierent  seasons.  About  ten  years  ago  I 
found,  fishing  four  reservoirs  within  a  radius  of 
eight  miles,  that  I  got  most  trout  with  a  fly  ha\-ing 
a  red  body  or  red  tag,  or  both.  The  colour  of  the 
wing  did  not  seem  to  matter  much ;  perhaps  the 
best  fly  was  practically  a  March  Brown  with  blight 
red  body. 

The  following  year  it  was  quite  an  exceptional 
thing  to  get  a  fish  on  one  of  these  flies,  except  in 
very  squally  weather.  Perhaps  the  novelty  had 
woin  off. 

A  couple  of  years  later  the  fi^h  had  a  marked 
preference  for  yellow,  orange  body,  yellow  hackle, 
and  grey  (mallard)  ^^ing  taking  more  fish — I  am,  of 
course,  speaking  personally — than  all  the  other  flies 
put  together.  This  fly  did  best  dressed  with  a  long 
wing — say  a  quarter  of  an  inch  past  the  bend, 
dressed  on  a  No.  3  hock.  The  next  season  I  could 
get  no  fish  cn  this  fly,  or  practically  none. 

About  four  years  ago,  near  the  end  of  the  season, 
I  tiied  a  fly  tied,  for  reservoirs,  as  follows:  grey 
teal  wing,  short  black  hackle,  bright  pink  body,  and 
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got  three  out  of  every  four  fish  on  it  up  to  the  end 
of  the  season. 

Many  years  ago  I  remember  asking  a  very  old 
fisherman — now  gone  over  to  the  great  majority, 
poor  fellow — what  fly  he  would  fish  if  he  must  fish 
one  and  the  same  fly  all  the  season.  He  replied, 
without  hesitation,  "The  Black  Gnat,"  and  he  fished 
botli  river  and  reservoir.  Many  of  the  Black  Gnats 
are  now  tied  with  white  wings.  This  is  a  mistake  ; 
.starling  makes  much  better  wing,  and  it  was  to 
Black  Gnat  so  tied  that  he  referred. 

"Clarence"  refers  to  the  Governor  as  a  good  fly. 
I  always  fancied  the  looks  of  this  fly,  and  decided 
three  years  ago  to  make  a  good  supply  on  eyed 
hooks  in  three  or  four  different  sizes.  I  tried  them 
on  river  and  lake,  more  or  less,  all  through  one 
season,  and  got  perhaps  half  a  dozen  fish  on  them, 
and  these  in  a  full  water.  They  still  look  as  well  as 
ever,  but  if  I  had  any  other  fly  of  suitable  size  in 
my  box  I  should  not  mount  a  Governor. 

In  Rod  and  Gun  for  May  30,  1889,  there  is  a  short 
paragraph  headed  "  Choice  of  Flieg."  It  says  :  "  A 
tew  years  ago  a  writer  in  Blackwood  said  he  had 
fished  in  both  hemispheres  for  over  thirty  years, 
and  long  before  he  had  given  over  he  had  strictly 
confined  himself  to  one  fly,  a  very  small  black-bodied 
one.  It  would  fail  for  days  now  and  again  for  no 
reason  that  he  could  master,  but  the  results  were 
deadly  as  a  rule,  so  that  his  life  of  sport,  had  he  to 
live  it  over  again,  would  be  with  that  one  very  small 
black-bodied  fly." 

What  a  pity  tjhe  dressing  is  not  given  ! — Yours 
truly,  H.  S.  G. 


CONDOR  QUILLS. 

DE.4.R  Sir, — In  reference  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Roby's 
kind  hint  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  16,  will  he  kindly 
say  where  the  conflor  quills  are  to  be  obtained  ? — 
Yours  trulv,  Bittekn. 

Cardiff.  '   

CHARGES  FOR  SALMON  FISHING  ON 
LOCH  TAY. 

Dear.  Sir, — A  day  or  two  ago  I  read  in  one  of 
the  daily  papers  that  fishing  Loch  Tay  from  one  of 
the  hotels  for  salmon  costs  £5  a  day.  As  this  is  an 
extraordinary  "  tall  order  " — £5  a  day,  good  heavens ! 
for  loch  fishing,  or  for  any  fishing,  for  that  matter — 
perhaps  some  of  your  readers  who  have  fished  Loch 
Tay  would  kindlj'  give  us  tlieir  experience. — Yours 
truly,  J.  Sandford. 

.  [That  newspaper  reporter  must  have  been  a  very 
thirsty  man,  but  even  with  champagne  ad  lib.  I 
don't  see  how  he  could  get  his  bill  up  to  £5  a  day. 
The  charges  are  very  moderate  for  salmon  fishing 
on  Loch  Tay ;  there  is  free  fishing,  and  you  pay  £1 
per  salmon  caught  or  can  give  it  up.  The  boat 
charges  are  moderate,  and  the  hotel  charges  not 
high,  considering  the  fact  that  the  season  is  short. 
Mr.  Sandford  should  write  to  the  hotels  at  Kenmore 
and  Killin  for  their  charges. — Ed.] 


POISONING  FROM  MUSSELS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  just  recovering  from  a  severe 
blood  poisoning  and  have  lost  the  top  bone  of  my 
thumb  and  nearly  lost  my  arm.  At  first  I  put  it 
down  to  using  stale  bait  sea  fishing  off  the  pier 
here,  but  I  now  think,  and  my  doctor  concurs,  that 
it  may  be  owing  to  my  having  only  a  few  days 
before  taken  to  using  mussels  from  Cornwall,  not 
the  edible  chumbled  mussels,  but  the  tough  kind 
found  on  piles,  etc.,  which  as  food  are  poisonous. 
1  have  fished  for  many  years,  using  the  chumbled 
mussels^  and  never  had  anything  happen  to  me 
even  with  stale  bait.  The  weather  had  been  very 
cold,  and  I  had  between  the  intervals  of  baitiag 
been  slipping  on  woollen  gloves.  These  may  have 
helped  to,  as  it  were,  make  a  poisonous  poultice.  I 
should  be  much  obliged  if  sea  anglers  would  give 
their  opinions  on  the  subject.  An  odd  thing  was 
that  some  days  before  I  developed  any  painful 
sensation  at  all  I  dreamt  I  was  walking  about  with 
one  hand  cut  off  and  dead  in  the  other.  T  never 
believe  in  dreams,  but  this  dream  was  odd,  as 
matters  turned  out. — Yours  truly, 

Ilfracombe.  R.  Warren  Vernon. 


STORR'S  TACKLE  WITH  ONE  TRIANGLE. 

Dear  Sir,— As  Mr.  C.  Pennell  lays  great  stress 
on  priority  of  publication,  the  following  extract 
taken  from  "Angling  in  Groat  Britain,"  by  "Red 
Spinner,"  published  in  1883,  pp.  74  and  75,  may 
interest  him: — "  Storr's  fli2;lit  is  a  simple  and 
convenient,  yet  at  the  same  time  effective,  arrange- 
ment. It  consists  of  one  largo  triangle,  two  of  the 
liooks  standing  out  laterally.  This  is  attached  to  a 
piece  of  gimp  half  an  inch  longer  than  the  bait  to 
bo  u'^ed.  By  means  of  a  baiting  needle  the  gimp 
is  paswd  through  and  out  of  the  mouth,  the  largo 
triangle  jamming  against  the  vent  and  there  re- 
maining."— Yours  truly,  W.  Andrews, 

Wexford,  s 


ROBERT    STANLEY'S  "ANGLING 
ANECDOTES." 

Dear  Sir, — So  many  thanks  for  sending  me 
Robert  Stanley's  "  Angling  .-Vnecdotes."  It  is  along 
time  since  I  have  enjoyed  such  a  delightful  and 
rafreshing  treat  as  reading  them  right  through.  I 
generally  keep  pretty  early  hours,  but  last  night  I 
didn't,  and  there  had  to  be  an  extra  pipe  or  so. 
Now  I  find  myself  envying  anglers,  young  and  old, 
who  have  not  yet  read  this  most  charming  little 
book  ;  they  have  a  treat  in  stors. — Yours  truly, 

Calais,  Jan.  18.  Chas.  A.  Payton. 


THE  LARGE  RUN  OF  SALMON 
IN  THE  ANNAN. 
Sir, — Thejlarge  run  of  salmon  in  the  Annan,  as 
reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  week,  still 
continues.  OnMonday  and  Tuesday  (Jan.  18  and  19) 
the  salmon  were  making  almost  as  good  a  show  as 
they  made  in  October.  It  is  noticed  that  many  of 
those  passing  over  the  caulds  in  the  lower  parts  of 
the  river  this  week  are  evidently  spring  fish,  though 
some  are  undoubtedly  late  back-enders.  I  do  not 
at  all  agree  with  the  footnote  added  to  my  report 
last  week  by  the  editor,  who  inclines  to  the  opinion 
that  the  "  red  colour  "  of  some  of  the  salmon  pointed 
to  their  having  been  some  weeks  in  the  river.  Not 
a  single  one  of  those  salmon  referred  to  leist  week 
had  been  in  the  river  above  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes.  They  were  within  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  of  the  salt  water  of  the  Solway,  which  they  had 
just  left.  I  am  quite  positive  on  that  point.  Red 
fish  are  taken  in  the  sea  nets  during  the  summer, 
fine  conditioned  fish  too,  without  any^spawn  be  it 
marked. 

It  is  reported  that  some  of  the  other  waters  of 
the  Solway  are  also  getting  a  run  of  salmon  this 
week.  They  have  been  showing  in  the  Dumfries 
Nith  as  well.  There  is  no  disease  so  far. — Yours 
truly,  Heatherbell. 

[How  does  "  Heatherbell  "  know  that  all  the  red 
fish  are  not  back-enders  if  some  "undoubtsdly 
are  "  ?  I  believe  that  salmon  are  sometimes  carried 
down  to  the  sea  by  floods,  and  then  ascend  again 
when  the  water  subsides.  I  doubt  if  the  red  fish 
ever  get  that  colour  in  the  sea — that  is,  clean  fish 
coming  in  from  the  sea.  I  maybe  wrong,  of  course. 
—Ed.] 


A  MOORLAND  SALMON  STREAM. 

Dear  Sir, — I  thank  "J.  D.  P."  for  speaking  so 
kindly  of  my  small  book. 

There  is  little  to  say  in  answer  to  his  letter.  On 
some  questions  fishermen  always  differ.  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  consider  the  presentation  of  a  worm 
on  tackle  leaded  more  or  less  in  a  heavy  stickle  the 
same  as  the  presentation  of  a  light  salmon  (fly.  I 
have  several  times  seen  salmon  follow  up  my  worm, 
especially  in  the  still  water  at  the  lower  part  of 
Long  Pool,  and  I  have  often  caught  salmon  with  a 
moving  worm,  but  if  possible  (and  of  course  it  is 
not  always  possible)  I  have  tried  to  let  them  gorge 
the  bait  before  striking. 

"  J.  D.  P."  will  not  agree  with  me]  about  the 
necessity  of  using  stout  salmon  or  sea-trout  gut  for 
worm  fishing  for  salmon  in  clear  water  in  the  Lyn  ; 
but  he  leaves  Hamlet  out  of  the  play  because  he  does 
not  allude  at  all  to  the  difficulties  of  following  your 
salmon  on  this  river  and  so  preventing  a  certain 
breakage.  What  could  be  done  with  a  salmon,  for 
instance,  hooked  in  Peal  Pool,  Long  Pool,  Furze 
Pool,  Ramsay  Pool,  etc.,  if  he  made  a  determined 
bolt  down  the  river  ?  The  1.50  yards  of  line  among 
the  rooks  and  trses  would  only  be  a  hindrance. 
Your  gut  should  be  strong  enough  at  all  events  to 
give  you  a  better  chance  of  holding  up  your  fish  if 
you  are  obliged  to  try  to  do  so.  "Time  and  an 
even  strain  "  is  an  excellent  maxim  for  a  pond  or 
an  open  river ;  but  in  the  Lyn  the  salmon,  helped 
by  their  unfailing  friend  the  river  itself,  often 
thoroughly  upset  it. 

But  I  am  afraid  I  quite  differ  from  "  J.  D.  P." 
in  his  love  for  the  finest  tackle.  Even  in  fly  fishing 
for  the  little  Exmoor  trout  I  consider  the  craze  for 
the  very  fiapst  gut  possible  a  little  overdone  :  and  I 
should  back  a  very  good  fly  fisher  with  thicker  gut 
against  a  merlium  or  even  good  fisher  with  extra 
superfine  gut  on  any  day. 

I  quite  agree  that  often,  like  the  Irish  pig,  pulling 
hard  at  a  salmon  and  keeping  a  heavy  strain  on 
him  may  drive  him  out  of  obstinacy  in  the  opposite 
direction,  and  so  send  him  on  a  dangerous  journey 
out  of  the  pool ;  but  some,  on  the  other  hand,  take 
the  bit  in  their  mouths  strain  or  no  strain,  and  I 
like  having  the  opportunity  of  holding  them  up  if  I 
can  when  I  know  I  cannot  follow  them,  and  firm 
persuasion  sometimes  has  the  effect  of  guiding  them 
into  a  good  gaffing  place  up  a  backwater. 

I  must  add,  on  the  other  hand,  that  in  a  walk  up 
the  Lyn  last  September  I  did  see  a  most  accommo- 
dating salmon  brought  to  bank.    The  angler  played 


him  (at  all  events,  whilst  I  was  looking  on)  with 
almost  a  slack  line,  and  after  a  bit  the  fish  of  his 
own  accord  swam  up  alongside  a  rock  just  at  the 
angler's  feet,  and  was  promptly  gaffed.  But  (and 
I  grieve  to  say  it)  this  poor  salmon  had  the  hook  in 
his  tail,  and  I  fancy  wished  to  die  quickly  rather 
than  suffer  such  ignominy.  Moreover,  if  the  sting 
of  the  hook  had  been  in  his  mouth  or  vitals  he 
probably  would  not  have  taken  things  so  quietly. 
If  1  were  a  punster  (which  heaven  forbid}  I  should 
say  he  was  caught  "  tali  auxilio." 

Fishermen  owe  much  to  this  letter  of  "J.  D.  P.'s," 
first,  because  it  proves  once  more  the  utter  nonsense 
of  the  theory  that  salmon  will  not  take  a  bait  in 
fresh  water  ;  and  secondly,  because  it  clearly  shows 
how,  since  the  snatching  and  poaching  were  stopped, 
salmon  can  be  caught  by  legitimate  means,  and  lie 
about  in  small  pools  and  runs  all  over  the  river, 
where  formerly  they  were  spotted  and  hauled  out 
in  one  night. 

Let  both  legitimate  anglers  and  former  poachers 
note  this  happy  change.  May  "  J.  D.  P."  one  day 
before  long  get  a  Lyn  salmon  to  take  a  firm  hold  of 
his  fly,  and  may  many  other  salmon  follow  so  good 
an  example. — Yours  truly,      Claude  F.  Wade. 


ILLUSTRATION  OF  THE  SINGLE-TRIANGLE 
SPINNING  FLIGHT. 

Dear  Me.  Marston, — I  said  in  my  letter  of  the 
9th  inst.  that  although  this  tackle  was  of  ancient 
date,  and  was  largely  used  in  Yorkshire  by  the  best 
minnow  fishers,  I  had  never  seen  it  illustrated  in 
any  work  "on  angling.  When  one  has  passed  his 
seventieth  year,  memory  not  infrequently  is  apt  to 
play  you  sad  tricks,  and  I  have  had  a  daily  grow- 
ing conviction  that  the  latter  part  of  the  sentence 
was  one  of  those  lapses  of  memory,  and  that  I  had 
not  only  seen  it,  but  had  to  sanction  its  appearance. 

In  Pritt's  "Yorkshire  Trout  Flies,"  published 
twenty  years  ago,  there  is  a  chapter  at  page  41  on 
"Minnow  Spinning"  ;  and  at  page  55  a  plate  of 
what  Mr.  Pritt  considered  the  four  best  minnow 
flights,  and  among  them  is  the  single-triangle  flight 
now  claimed  by  Mr.  Pennell. 

Twenty  years  ago  Mr.  Pritt  and  I  were  entire 
strangers  to  each  other,  but  he  came  over  from 
Leeds  (I  think  early  in  1884)  to  see  me  and 
to  tell  me  that  he  was  about  to  publish 
the  book  just  referred  to,  and,  finally,  to  ask  if  I 
would  kindly  undertake  the  revision  of  his  MS.  I, 
of  course,  promised  that  I  would  gladly  render  him 
all  the  assistance  in  my  power. 

It  seems  strange  that  after  the  lapse  of  twenty 
years  this  book,  in  the  production  of  which  I  was 
so  deeply  interested,  should  furnish  such  over- 
whelming evidence  in  my  favour  in  this  single- 
triangle  controversy,  which,  so  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, is  now  ended. — Yours  truly, 

Keighley.  Wm.  Nayloe. 


PRESERVATIVE  FOR  PIKE  BAITS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  feel  very  much  obliged  if 
you  could  tell  me  the  best  method  of  preserving 
dace  for  baits  for  pike  spinning.  Is  boro-glyceride 
a  good  preservative,  or  is  formalin  better,  and  what 
strength  of  the  latter  is  best  to  use  ?  I  know  there 
is  now  some  method  by  which  their  brilliancy  and 
toughness  can  be  secured,  and  I  should  like  to 
know  it.  Thanking  j'ou  in  anticipation. — Yours 
truly,  H,  C. 

P.  S. — I  have  only  recently  taken  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette — this  possibly  accounts  foi*  my  ignorance. 

[The  best  preparation  of  formalin  is  that  sold  by 
the  Formalin  Company,  St.  Mary-at-hill,  London, 
E.C.  This  is  standardised,  and  contains  forty  per 
cent,  of  formic  aldehyde.  For  preserving  baits  one 
tablespoonful  to  a  pint  of  water  may  be  made  up 
when  required.  It  is  well  not  to  let  it  touch  the 
hands. — -Ed.] 


GLASS  ARTIFICIAL  MINNOWS  AND 
DRESSINGS  OF  FLIES  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — As  one  of  your  oldest  subscribers 
would  it  be  asking  too  much  if  you  could  kindly 
furnish  me  with  the  following  information: — (1) 
Where  can  I  get  glass  artificial  minnows  from,  retail 
and  wholesale  ?  (2)  Best  dressing  for  wet  fly  pat- 
terns of  Needle  Brown,  March  Brown,  February 
Red.  and  Yellow  Dun  April. — Yours  truly, 

E.  Moody. 


FLY  FISHING  NEAR  CHICHESTER 
AV  ANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — I  shall  be  very  greatly  obliged  if  any 
of  your  readers  will  kindly  inform  me  where  I  can 
obtain  fly  fishing  within  cycling  distance — say, 
eight  miles  or  .so — of  Chichester.  I  should  like  to 
know  if  the  fi.shing  is  free  or  whether  permission 
has  to  be  obtained. — Yours  truly. 

Anxious  Enquirer,  i 

((Several  letters  are  unavoidabl]f  held  over.) 
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Newfoundland  for  Anglehs — The  Mosquitoes. 

I  HOPE  to  have  some  notes  about  Newfoundland 
fishing  presently  from  a  naval  officer.  I  asked  him 
if  the  mosquitoes  did  not  make  life  unbearable. 
He  says: — "Mosquitoes  by  night  or  in  dull  weather 
and  black  fly  by  day  most  venomous ;  but  with  a 
good  bottle  of  carbolic  oil  and  Stockholm  tar  I 
was  quite  free  from  them,  and  the  lotion  is  not 
I  unpleasant."  He  adds: — "I  would  certainly  go 
out  there  again  myself  if  I  had  the  time  to  spare." 

The  Friendly  Anglers'  Society. 
The  sixty-second  annual  dinner  of  the  Friendly 
Anglers'  Society,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  in  the 
I  country,  takes  place  at  the  Trocadero,  Piccadilly, 
■  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  24.    The  chairman  will  be  Mr. 
I  F.  Xapier  Sutton,  and  the  vice-chairman  Mr.  Fred 
Beriy,  and  the  affair  is  sure  to  be  a  very  pleasant 
and  interesting  one,  as  it  always  is. 

The  .30lb.  Pike  Caught  by  a  Member  of  the 
Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Harry  Spray  sends  me  a  photo  of  the  301b. 
pike  caught  recently  by  a  friend  of  his,  a  brother 
member  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling 
Society.  Judging  from  the  description  given  by 
,  Mr.  Coxon — namely,  that  it  was  a  '•  most  handsome 
1  fish,  a  female  with  very  small  head  and  in  perfect 
condition  "—I  should  say  the  photograph  is  a  libel, 
a?  it  shows  a  fish  with  a  very  big  head  and  dwindling 
away  at  the  tail.  It  ought  to  have  been  401b. 
judging  from  the  head  and  length. 

Fish  Culture  in  South  America. 
I    The  following  letter  is  from  Mr.  John  W.  Titcomb, 
'of  the  Washington  Bureau  of  Fisheries,  Department 
of  Fish  Culture  : — 

"  Argentina,  Dec.  15,  1903. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 

"  Editor,  Fishirijg  Gazette,  London.- 

"  Dv.\K  Sir,— I  acknowledge  with  many  thanks 
tyour  lettor  of  Oct.  24  enclosing  information  about 
fish-cultural  establishments  in  PJurof^e.  I  am  at 
^jrcsent  quite  out  of  the  world,  and  am  preparing 
idero  a  hatchery  for  propagation  of  the  aalmonidce, 
r 


and  especially  the  salmon.  There  is  a  chain  of  lakes 
in  the  Cordilleras  de  Andes,  flowing  into  the  Atlantic, 
all  beautiful,  clear,  cold  water,  fed  more  or  less  all 
summer  by  melting  snow.  There  arc  no  trout  in 
this  country  so  far  as  I  can  learn.  In  this  part  of 
the  country  there  are  two  food  fishes — the  perch 
and  pejerez,  neither  of  them  satisfactory  to  the 
angler.  The  perch  sometimes  attains  a  weight  of 
71b.  or  81b.,  but  average  about  l|lb.  The  i)cjcrcz 
is  a  long,  slender,  and  beautiful  fish  of  very  exten- 
sive range.  It  seems  to  Uve  almost  entirely  upon 
Crustacea.  The  perch  is  called  trucha  here,  but  is  a 
real  perch  and  a  cannibal.  The  country  about  here 
is  very  rough,  with  few  inhabitants,  and  the  scenery 
is  grand.  From  here  south  I  beUeve  it  is  possible 
to  introduce  the  salmon  if  the  eggs  can  bo  gotten 
here  in  good  condition.  They  have  a  hot  journey 
of  ten  days  from  Buenos  Ayres  in  waggons.  I  hope 
to  be  in  Naples,  Italy,  about  March  1.  My  address 
there,  '  Care  of  U.S.  Consulate.'  This  Government 
has  engaged  a  fish-culturist  to  come  with  eggs  of  the 
salmonidce  and  remain  here  for  three  or  more  years. 
He  should  now  be  on  the  eve  of  departure  from  the 
U.S.— Yours  truly,        '  "John  W.  Titcomb.'^ 


That  American  Lady  Wading; 
A  subscriber  in  the  West  of  England  writes  : — 
"  We  are  awfully  taken  with  the  picture  of  the 
American  lady  wading  in  the  wilderness  in  a  recent 
Fishing  Gazette.  If  there  is  any  chance  of  her 
coming  over  here  we  should  be  much  indebted 
for  sufficient  warning  to  enable  us  to  get  to  cover. '- 

Early  Spawning  op  Rainbows — Egg  Disease  in 
Domestic  Trout. 
The  particulars  given  by  Mr.  Wadham  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  last  week  were  very  interesting  as 
showing  how  rainbow  trout  in  this  country  are 
adapting  themselves  to  their  surroundings  and 
following  the  habits  of  our  native  trout.  A  few 
years  ago  it  was  said  in  some  quarters  that  rainbows 
should  not  be  fished  for  until  late  in  the  summer,  as 
they  spawned  in  May  or  April.  Mr.  Wadham's 
experience  and  that  of  other  breeders  goes  to  prove 
that  it  is  quite  fair  to  fish  for  rainbows  in  May.  It 
is  very  extraordinary  that  with  all  the  plantings  of 
rainbow  trout  in  this  country  we  seem  to  have  abso- 
lutely no  proof  that  the  fish  breed  and  increase  in  a 
wild  state — they  spawn,  and  that  is  the  end  of  it. 
I  am  afraid  that  this  is  too  often  the  case  with  trout 
artificially  bred  and  turned  into  a  water  for  stocking 
purposes.  Of  late  years  German  biologists  have 
proved  beyond  question  that  in  domesticated  trout 
— that  is,  trout  bred  and  fed  in  confinement— the 
eggs  gradually  become  diseased,  especially  in  fish 
fed  right  up  to  the  spavraing  time  and  with  unsuit- 
able food — horseflesh  is  condemned  for  one.  It 
would  be  an  interesting  experiment  if  some  fish- 
breeder  would  sow  some  redds  in  a  suitable  stream 
with  eyed  rainbow  eggs  to  see  if  they  will  hatch  out. 
A  French  fish-breeder  who  called  on  me  the  other 
day  told  me  that  the  rainbow  trout  appeared  to 
thrive  and  breed  in  a  wild  state  in  some  of  the 
rivers  of  the  south-west  of  France.  He  told  me  that 
he  bred  large  quantities  of  trout  fry,  and  by  arrange- 
ment with  landowners  he  stocked  waters  for  them, 
and  when  the  fish  are  large  enough  for  the  market 
they  are  netted  out  and  sold,  half  the  proceeds  be- 
longing to  the  owner  of  the  water  and  the  other  half 
to  him.  In  this  country  it  does  not  pay  to  rear 
trout  for  the  market — at  any  rate,  it  pays  much 
better  to  rear  them  to  sell  for  trout  streams  and 
lakes.  In  another  twenty  or  thirty  years  I  beheve 
the  refuse  from  tovras  and  factories  will  be  so 
purified  that  many  waters  which  have  long  been 
only  sewejs  will  again  become  clear  and  full  of  fish. 

"  Loyalty,  thy  Name  is  Woman."  ' 
It  is  curious  how  things  work  round  ;  also  how 
similar  ideas  start  from  far  distant  sources.  Forest 
and  Stream,  of  New  York,  for  Jan.  2  last,  quoted  the 
following  Httle  fish  story  from  the  Fishing  Gazette: — 
"  There  has  been  discovered  a  highly-favoured 
and  exceptionally  happy  man.  That  is  an  angler 
whose  wife  helps  him  out  with  his  fishing  stories.  A 
few  nights  ago  a  neighbour  called  to  see  him,  and  in 
course  of  conversation  asked  if  he  had  caught  any 
big  sea-trout  lately.  '  Yes,'  was  the  reply.  '  What 
weight  ?  '  asked  the  caller.  Turning  to  his  wife,  the 
angler  asked  :  '  What  weight  was  that  big  'un, 
Mary  ?  '  '  Nay,'  replied  Mary,  '  hoo  can  I  tell 
which  thoo  means,  thoo's  been  catchin'  sea  meany 
big  'uns  leately.'  '' 

Seeing  this  in  Forest  and  Stream  led  Dr.  Robert 


T.  Moriis,  of  r>H,  West  oOtli-stiect,  New  York,  to 
send  me  a  copy  of  his  charming  little  book  called 
"  Hopkins's  Pond  and  Other  Sketches,'-  which  I 
noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazelle  some  seven  or  eight 
years  ago.  On  p.  114  the  doctor  has  marked  a  bit 
in  his  chapter,  entitled,  "  In  the  Sandy  End  of  a  Con- 
necticut Township,"  which  has  a  strong  family  like- 
ness to  the  story  quoted  from  the  Fishing  Gazelle. 
Where  that  came  from  I  do  not  know  Two  anglers 
had  been  staying  for  some  fishing,  and  were  leaving, 
when  their  host,  James,  says  : 

"  Guess  I'll  hitch  up  Syb  to  take  you  fellers  to  the 
station  this  momin'.  Sorry  you  can't  stay  and  git 
another  big  mess  (of  trout)  like  ycst'day.  Like  to 
hev  you  round.  Thar's  Mary,  she  goes  and  sticks 
up  when  you're  round  jest  like  when  I  was  courtin' 
her.  They's  lots  of  trout,  too.  Why.  I  ketched  one 
over  by  Barnes's  t'other  day  that  weighed  a  pound 
and  a  half.    Pound  an'  a  half  wan't  it,  Mary  ?  "- 

"  Two  pound,  plumb,  .lames." 

"  And  then  up  there  to  the  big  hole  I  ketched, 
le's  see — 'twas  some  thirty  odd,  wa'nt  it,  Mary  '!  -■ 

"  Forty-eight,  James.'-' 

-  '  Loyalty,  thy  name  is  woman  !  "  says  the  author 
in  parenthesis.  There  is  another  "  curious  coinci- 
dence '.'  if  these  two  fish  stories  were  not  originally 
one. 

The  Number  9  as  a  Tale  Varnisher. 

Dr.  Morris  has  some  interesting  remarks  on  the 
way  number  9  is  made  to  do  duty  in  sporting 
stories.  It  is  used,  he  says,  in  the  place  of  a  lesser 
numeral  in  a  careless  way  to  fill  gaps  in  the  memory 
of  the  story-teller,  and  it  is  also  employed  inten- 
tionally for  impressive  effect. 

"  Curiously  enough  the  use  of  the  number  nine 
for  purposes  of  exaggeration  has  been  employed 
since  early  days  in  history.    A  boatman  who  takes 
me  out  on  hunting  and  fishing  excursions  is  in  the 
habit  of  using  the  number  9  so  often  in  speaking  of 
the  numbers  or  weight  of  fish  and  game  that  the 
Hstener  soon  perceives  that  he  is  allo^wing  the 
numeral  in  question  to  stand  for  a  lesser  number  of 
birds  or  pounds  of  fish.    In  my  boatman's  inaccu- 
rate memory  the  number  9  rounds  out  the  bag  to  a 
satisfactory  extent.    Beyond  my  amusement  at 
this  man's  fibs,  the  subject  caused  no  reflection  until 
one  day  when  off  for  a  walk  I  met  a  man  who  had 
not  succeeded  in  kilUng  any  snipe  on  that  day,  but 
who  said  that  he  had  killed  nine  the  previous 
evening.    A  httle  farther  on  a  man  who  was  fishing 
for  bass  said  he  had  only  caught  nine.    On  asking 
him  to  let  me  see  them  he  said  they  were  in  a  scap 
net  in  the  spring,  where  they  would  keep  cool,  and 
on  hfting  out  the  net  I  found  seven  bass.  The 
fisherman  then  decided  that  his  wife  must  have  come 
down  and  taken  two  of  them  to  the  house  for  dinner 
without  his  knowledge.    Before  reaching  home  that 
day  I  found  a  man  who  had  killed  nine  ducks  before 
breakfast.    It  then  occurred  to  me  that  I  was  on 
the  verge  of  an  observation,  and  there  came  to  my 
mind  at  once  a  number  of  famiUar  nines  that  have 
been  handed  down  to  us  : — 
A  stitch  in  time  saves  nine. 
Nine  tailors  make  a  man. 
A  nine  daj^^'  wonder. 
A  cat  has  nine  lives. 
The  Muses  were  nine. 
Eleven  widows  and  nine  maids. 
A  tanner  will  last  nine  years  {'  Hamlet '). 
The  nine  worthies. 
Ninety-nine  years'  lease. 
And  so  on  for  ninety  and  nine  times  if  necessary. 

'  We  can  almost  formulate  a  law,"  saj-s  Dr. 
Morris,  "  that  when  an  exaggerator  deals  -with 
numerals  ranging  up  to  eight  he  instinctively  finds 
that  the  number  nine  represents  the  imaginative 
value  of  such  numerals.  One  can  often  take  up  a 
copy  of  a  daily  newspaper  and  find  that  reporters 
are  fond  of  the  number  nine.  AMiile  used  by 
various  classes  of  people  hyperbohcally,  it  is  most 
ofted  heard  when  sportsmen  are  relating  their  tales 
.  .  Three  and  seven  are  favourite  numbers,  but 
are  not  used  hke  nine  for  hyperbole." 

I  am  sure  that  there  is  a  good  deal  in  what  the 
Doctor  says.  I  believe  that  I  have  much  oftener 
caught  "  four  and  a  half  brace  "  of  trout  in  a  day 
than  any  other  number.  I  once  caught  nine  salmon 
in  one  day — only  two  were  kelts  and  one  got  away. 
I  wonder  if  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell  ever  caught  just 
exactly  nine  tarpon  in  one  day.  I  beheve  Mr.  Senior 
often  catches  nine  pike  and  keeps  nothing  under 
91b.  Izaak  Walton  was  bom  in  1593,  and  lived  to 
be  ninetjj 
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The  Doctor  goes  on  to  quote  some  newspaper 
reports  in  which  the  heading  states  "  nine  known  to 
be  killed,"  and  in  each  case  only  eight  names  figure 
in  the  list  of  the  killed.  Does  not  some  old  pro- 
phecy say  that 

Then  the  end  of  the  world  will  come 
In  nineteen  hundred  and  ninety-one. 

But  how  many  fish  does  Dr.  Morris  catch  ? 

Who  Says  Trout  will  not  Bite  in  a  Thunder- 
storm ? 
The  Doctor  can  cast  a  fly. 

"  Meanwhile  the  forest  had  grown  darker  and 
darker.  The  great  banks  of  inky  black  clouds  were 
low  over  our  heads.  Quivering  flashes  of  hghtning 
hghted  up  the  mountains,  and  the  heavy  thunder 
shook  the  very  ground  and  reverberated  and  echoed. 
Cast  after  cast  we  made,  and  the  trout  seemed  in- 
vigorated by  the  rigour  of  the  elements.  Big,  lusty 
fellows  made  the  spray  fly  as  they  plunged  after  our 
flies  with  might  and  main.  Some  in  their  eagerness 
dashed  clear  over  the  flies  and  turned  double  somer- 
saults in  the  air.  At  almost  every  cast  a  trout  was 
hooked,  and  a  sight  of  our  bent  rods  and  whirring 
reels  would  have  made  the  Sphinx  arise  and  whoop 
for  joy  just  for  once." 

Surely  we  may  fairly  assume  that  the  Doctor  and 
his  friends  captured  nineteen  trout,  none  of  'em 
under  91b.  Fancy  a  lot  of  9-pounders  doing  double 
somersaults  in  the  air  all  at  once — probably  rainbow 
trout  reflecting  the  hghtning  in  their  iridescent  sides ! 
There  are  some  verses  at  the  end  of  the  Doctor's 
bright  little  book  on  fishing  and  shooting.  Here  are 
a  couple  of  verses  from 

What  I  Found  in  the  Hunting-Coat  Pocket. 
In  my  house  there's  a  half-liidden  closet. 

Just  under  the  stairs  to  the  loft. 
And  cobwebs  are  safe  in  its  corners. 

For  none  of  the  hands  that  are  soft 
Ever  dare  touch  the  latch  that  will  open 

To  cartridge  belts,  shot  guns,  and  dangers  ; 
But  old  Don  and  I  have  a  feehng 

Of  pity  for  all  the  poor  strangers 
To  things  that  are  hung  on  those  walls. 

The  following  verses  mention  some  of  the  things 
the  sportsman  finds  in  his  cupboard — big  boots, 
snipe  decoys,  rods,  etc.  These  things  bring  visions 
of  scenes  in  forest  and  by  stream,  and  remind  him  of 

The  freedom  that  makes  a  man  noble. 

And  draws  him  from  sordid  desires 
Has  come  to  me  here  for  a  moment. 

And  stays  while  a  wood-sprite  inquires 
If  the  seeker  for  fame  or  a  fortune. 

Who  wrecks  both  his  body  and  mind, 
Ever  gains  at  the  end  of  the  struggle 

A  treasure  as  rich  as  I  find 
In  the  twig,  and  the  leaf,  and  the  feather — 

Which  he  finds  in  his  old  hunting-coat  pocket. 

R,  B,  Marston, 


AN  AKTISTIC  KILLING. 
By  Awatto, 

Hanging  on  the  walls  of  the  Ottawa  Boat  Club 
is  a  beautiful  work  of  art,  one  that  will  appeal 
instantly  to  the  sportsman,  and  one  that  will  make 
him  very  anxious  to  know  its  history.  It  is  a 
"  musky  "  :  one  of  the  old  school  It  is  forty- 
eight  inches  in  length  and  tipped  the  beam  at  401b. 
One  day,  while  gazing  in  rapt  admiration  at  its 
beautiful  form,  and  longing  for  the  experiences  of  a 
tussle  with  one  of  hke  size,  the  captor  of  the  afore- 
said "  musky  "  came  up  and  asked  : 

"  What  do  you  think  of  it  ?  "    In  reply  I  said  : 
"  Judge,  give  us  the  history  of  the  fight,"  and 
herewith  is  a  graphic  description  of  what  I  consider 
probably  the  most  artistic  kiUing  of  a  mascalonge 
of  this  size. 

In  parenthesis  I  wish  to  remark  that  Judge 
Lincoln's  description  proves  him  to  be  a  scientific 
angler,  an  eager  sportsman,  and  a  true  follower  of 
Izaak  Walton. 

"  '  John,  get  away  from  this  interminable  weed- 
bed.  Get  off  to  the  edge  of  it.  If  we  should  hook 
a  fish  here  we  could  never  land  him.  He  would 
immediately  dive  into  a  tangled  mass  of  weeds  and 
stay  there.  There's  no  use  putting  out  a  fine 
here.' 

"  '  Put  out  your  fine,  Jedge,  put  out  your  line  ! 
There's  lots  of  ol'  lunkers  in  here.  Here's  where 
the^  live. 


But  how  on'earth  could  we  land  a  big  musky 


here  ?  There's  no  chance  to  get  him  away  into 
deep  water.  We  could  not  keep  him  out  of  the 
weeds,  unless  you  should  row  so  fast  that  the  tackle 
would  break  or  the  hook  would  pull  out.' 

"  '  Oh  !  we'd  get  him  somehow,  Jedge.  We'd  just 
hold  an  everlastin'  tight  Une  on  him  till  his  jaw  got 
tired  and  he'd  come  out  o'  the  weeds  himself.  How 
long  ?  Well,  we'd  stay  with  him  and  have  our 
meals  brung  to  us.  I  rather  guess  we  could  stand 
it  as  long  as  he  could.' 

"  I  was  trolhng  for  mascalonge  in  the  lakes  of 
Northern  Wisconsin.  We  had  passed  through  the 
thoroughfare  from  Minocqua  Lake  into  Tomahawk. 
The  lower  end  of  this  lake  for  near  a  mile  is  one 
vast  weedbed.  The  water  is  from  six  to  twelve 
feet  deep,  and  the  lake  weeds,  thick  as  they  can 
grow,  reach  to  witliin  one  or  two  feet  of  the  surface 
of  the  water,  and  in  many  places  great  patches  of 
green  vegetation  grow  out  and  he  thick  and  tangled 
upon  the  lake's  surface.  This  is  the  home  of  the 
mascalonge.  Here  he  lies  in  wait  for  prey.  All 
kinds  of  fish  are  the  same  to  him.  He  is  a  cannibal, 
greedily  devouring  those  of  his  own  species  or 
family,  as  well  as  bass,  pike,  pickerel,  or  any  other 
hving  thing  in  the  lake  he  can  seize  upon. 

"  In  comphancc  with  the  guide's  suggestion,  I 
put  out  a  fine.  My  tackle  was  a  Bristol  steel  5Jft. 
rod,  eighteen  strand  Cuttyhunk  fine.  No.  9  Skinner 
spoon,  and  Meek  reel  No.  6.  Sixty  or  seventy  feet 
of  the  fine  was  permitted  to  run  out. 

"  '  This  lake's  full  of  muskies,'  said  John.  '  I 
been  guidin'  in  these  lakes  ever  since  I  was  big 
enough  to  row  a  boat.  Clear  acrost  from  Eagle 
River  to  Fifield,  and  in  the  Springstead  chain  west 
o'  Fifield,  and  from  the  state  Une  south  for  fifty 
miles,  includin'  the  dark  water  lakes  and  them  lakes 
in  the  reservation,  and  I  ain't  never  yet  seen  a  lake 
what  give  up  bo  many  big  muskies  as  this  one. 


tightened  Uke  a  bowstring.  We  had  indeed  hooked 
a  '  lunker.'  The  fish  again  leaped  clear  of  the  water 
and  then  sought  to  dive  into  the  weed-beds  below. 
Once  there  he  would  be  safe.  Only  the  rapid 
motion  of  the  boat  could  aid  me  in  holding  him  on 
the  surface. 

"  '  Stop  swearing,  John,  and  never  let  up  a 
stroke.  No,  never  mind  the  tackle.  If  the  fish 
gets  down,  he's  gone.  We  must  risk  the  tackle 
and  we  must  risk  the  hook's  pulUng  out.' 

"  I  gave  the  fish  some  Une  at  first,  but  only  a 
few  feet.  In  a  second  or  two  we  had  him  coming. 
Then,  in  addition  to  the  rapid  motion  of  the  boat, 
I  slowly  reeled  him  up,  shortening  the  Une  to  about 
thirty  feet.  His  jaws  were  open.  I  could  see  that 
he  was  hooked  in  the  side  of  the  mouth.  Many 
times  he  attempted  to  go  down,  but  failed.  The 
vicious  jerks  of  his  head  from  side  to  side  tried  the 
tackle  to  the  danger  point,  but  there  was  no  help 
for  it.  It  was  either  keep  him  above  the  weeds  or 
lose  him. 

"  The  guide  rowed  in  a  wide  circle.  It  was 
useless  to  undertake  to  get  into  deep  water  by 
rowing  straight  ahead.  The  distance  was  too  great, 
and  he  foUowed  the  guide's  usual  custom  of  rowing^ 
in  a  circle.  He  was  silent  now  except  when  the 
musky  made  an  extra  effort  to  leap  clear  of  the 
water  or  to  get  down  to  the  weeds,  when  he  swore 
softly  under  his  breath  and  pulled  an  extra  pound  ' 
or  two.  -i 

"  So  we  rowed,  and  so  the  fish  was  drawn  through! 
the  water  three  times  around  a  wide  circle.  The| 
fish  was  slowly  giving  up.    The  fierce  jerks  of  his 
head  were  weaker  and  came  less  frequently.  He 
rolled  over  and  over  in  the  water.    He  tried  swim- 
ming to  one  side  and  then  the  other.    I  was  about 
to  reel  him  up  to  gaff  when  John  suddenly  ran  into  >' 
an  immense  patch  of  lily-pads.    There  was  nothing? 


The  Spotted  Mascalonge. 


Jedge  !  I  ain't  lyin'  to  ye,  swan  to  man  I  ain't, 
when  I  tell  you  the  musMes  is  thicker  in  here  than 
chickens  round  a  barnyard.  Lots  o'  ol'  lunkers,  too. 
Them  state  fish  fellers,  c'mishners  they  calls  'em, 
what  nets  out  the  big  ones  in  the  spring  to  get^the 
eggs  for  hatchin',  always  comes  to  Tomahawk. 
Yes,  they  puts  'em  aU  back  after  they've  squeezed 
out  the  eggs.  They  netted  one  here  a  year  or  two 
ago  what  weighed  1021b.  No,  I  didn't  see  him 
weighed,  but  there  don't  seem  to  be  no  caU  for  them 
fellers  to  tell  what  ain't  true.  This  strippin'  the 
eggs  out  o'  fish  and  hatchin'  young  fish  is  their 
reg'lar  business,  an'  a  man's  got  no  call  to  he  'bout 
his  reg'lar  business.  I  don't  find  no  fault  with 
these  here  toorists  lyin'  some  'bout  their  catches. 
They're  expected  to  do  it,  and  everybody  counts  on 
it,  and  makes  allowance  for  it.  And  these  here 
hotel  fellers  what  makes  their  money  out  o'  toorists, 
they  have  their  weighin'  scales  fixed  so  as  to  help 
the  size  o'  every  fish  weighed  on  'em  several  pounds, 
"  '  An'  I  don't  deny  that  the  guides  sometimes 
help  the  fellers  they're  guidin'  out  o'  tight  places  by 
over-sizin'  the  fish  jest  a  mite.  No,  you  can't  hire 
a  guide  to  Ue  'bout  anything  else.  There's  some 
sense  and  reason  'bout  tliis  kind  o'  lyin'.-  But,  as 
I  was  sayin',  there  don't  seem  to  be  no  caU  for 
them  state  fellers  stretchin'  the  truth  a  mite.  One 
hundred  and  two  pounds,  though,  is  a  bigger  musky 
'n  ever  I  see,  an'  I  jest  cal'late  if  we  struck  one  o' 
them  ol'  lunkers  here,  he'd  jest  naeh'ally  make  us 
row  toward  him,  stead  o'  our  puUin'  him  along. 
I  rec'lect  'bout  four  years  ago  Dave  Jossart  was 
guidin'  ol'  man  Sandusky  in  Sand  Lake,  north-east 

of  Flambeau.    The  ol'  man  had  out  a  hand-Une  

By  the  great  horn  spoon  !  Strike  him,  Jedge,  strike 
him  !  He's  a  lunker  !  I  seen  him  when  he  hit  the 
spoon.' 

"  '  Row,  row,  you  piebald  IncUan,  row  ! '  I  yelled. 
'  Row  as  you  never  rowed  before  !  '• 

"  Instantly  the  boat  shot  forward.     The  Une 


to  do  but  to  go'straight  through  them.  Fortunately 
the  fish  was  so  close  to  the  boat  that  I  could  ancL 
did  guide  him  safely  through  in  the  boat's  pathf 
without  getting  tangled.  We  had  passed  the  Uly^ 
pads  and  were  breathing  more  easily  when  ouP> 
hopes  were  again  dashed  by  running  into  a  grea*. 
patch  of  green  and  tangled  weeds  on  the  surface  ot 
the  water,  rods  in  extent.  The  musky  went  int(^ 
the  weeds.    The  boat  was  stopped  immediately.  || 

"  '  Hold  a  tight  Une  on  him,'  yelled  John,  '  whil 
I  row  back.'    The  boat  was  pushed  back.  As 
passed  the  place  the  fish  lay  I  could  see  nothing 
but  a  tangled  mass  of  green  vegetation.  Johilfi 
stood  up  with  the  gaff-hook  in  his  hand.  The 
motion  of  the  boat  carried  him  by  the  place  the 
fish  lay,  as  indicated  by  the  Une  which  I  still  held 
taut.    He  thrust  the  gafi-hook  through  and  undcn 
the  weeds  and  threw  the  fish  into  the  boat.  Hfl 
covered  me  with  weeds  and  water,  but  I  forga^ 
him. 

"  This  mascalonge,  which  ordinarily  would  requir 
an  hour  to  bring  it  to  gaff,  we  had  put  into  the  boat 
inside  of  twenty  minutes.  I  shall  always  regard  hi*, 
capture  as  an  accident.  Not  one  in  twenty  can  be?- 
safely  landed  by  tl\e  tactics  we  employed  in  this 
case." — American  Field. 


A  NOTE  FKOM  THE  DEE 
(ABEEDEEN). 

The  hum  of  preparations  is  already  being  heard 
on  every  hand,  and  where  anghng  has  not  already 
begun  anglers  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to  the 
start  and  counting  the  chances.  When  the  poachers 
are  selUng  fresh  fish  at  Is.  per  lb.  (because  of  the 
want  of  a  better  market)  there  can  be  no  doubt  as 
to  the  suppUes  on  hand.  We  unhesitatingly  say 
that  the  laws  in  Scotland  to  prevent  salmon  poach- 
ing are  a  snare  and  a  delusion.    The  officers  do 
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their  duty  no  doubt  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  but 
why  not  make  the  whole  thing  a  matter  for  general 
police  detection  and  protection.  Last  week  a  few 
rustics  were  up  before  the  Banff  Sheriff  for  disturb- 
ing salmon  on  the  Upper  Cabrach  on  a  Sunday  and 
fined  their  half-year's  \Tages,  and  the  other  day  a 
poor  country  miller  and  his  wife  had  to  part  with  a 
lump  of  their  savings  for  putting  their  hands  on  a 
kipper.  This  is  swallowing  the  cow.  but  choking  on 
the  tail.  Such  captures  are  all  well  and  good  in  a 
way.  To  see  how  things  are  mo\-ing  it  is  our  busi- 
ness as  a  river  reporter  to  keep  in  friendly  touch 
with  the  professional  poacher,  and  we  know  what 
they  are  doing  on  the  Esk,  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  and 
^pretty  generally  all  over  the  North.  On  the  19th 
inst.  we  were  offered  two  fine  spring  fish,  181b.  and 
71b.,  at  lOd.  per  lb.,  and  the  fellow  pleaded  hard  to 
give  him  5s.  for  the  little  one — a  perfect  beauty. 
This  is  because  the  market  is  not  yet  open.  Once 
the  sales  begin,  and  the  current  prices  will  be  his  ; 
meantime,  he  has  to  hawk  his  spoil  from  door  to 
door,  and  finds  it  somewhat  stiff  till  the  first  of  the 
nets  are  on,  when  the  middleman  then  reUeves  him 
of  all  he  can  get  at  good  paying  prices. 

Along  with  the  salmon  comes  the  finnock  and  sea- 
trout  season,  the  brown  trout  being  now  protected 
till  the  first  of  March.  There  is  an  idea  abroad  that 
all  the  finnock  (whitling)  got  in  the  spring  are  kelt. 
This  is  a  mistake.  There  is  a  run  of  finnock  and  a 
few  sea-trout  in  the  very  early  months.  They  come 
along  with  the  spring  salmon,  and  are  fresh,  plump 
beauties  of  the  best  quality.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  a  migration  seawards  of  kelt  finnock  and 
sea-trout,  and  very  often  the  finnock  angler  may 
have  a  mixture  of  both  in  his  creel.  If  he  has  any 
knowledge  at  aU,  he  can  easily  discern  the  difference, 
and  so  discard  the  spent  fish  as  being  illegal  and  un- 
sportsmanlike to  take.  This  apphes  purely  to  the 
tidals  or  immediately  above  them.  The  finnock 
and  sea-trout  got  farther  inland  are  decidedly  kelt, 
and  it  is  this  class  of  fish  which  finds  its  way  to  the 
market  and  is  the  cause  of  all  the  misunderstanding. 
We  have  seen  them  in  otherwise  respectable  fish- 
mongers' windows  openly  offered  for  sale,  and  been 
assured  again  and  again  that  they  were  the  real 
thing,  although  we  knew  from  trjang  to  eat  them 
in  years  gone  by  that  they  were  not.  Some  rivers 
have  nothing  but  kelt  finnock  and  sea-trout  in  the 
e^i.rly  spring,  just  as  they  have  no  run  of  early  spring 
salmon,  but  on  the  East  Coast  generally  there  is  a 
fairly  good  run  all  through  February  and  well  into 
March,  and  returning  the  lanky  kelt  order,  and  re- 
taining only  those  -ftdth  the  "  crown  brand  " — the 
plump  form,  fresh  gill,  and  silvery  sheen — there  is 
no  more  lively  sport  than  an  hour  or  two  among  the 
early  finnock.  A  Hare's  Ear,  March  Brown,  or 
GrcenweU's  Glory  are  the  favourite  lures. 

G.  M. 


EEGARDING   AMERICAN  RODS 
AND  REELS. 


Mk.  Gaknett  Rolt's  letter  of  Jan.  7,  appearing 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  16th  inst.,  was  a  regular 
treat  to  me,  and  I  can  only  endorse  most  heartily 
all  he  has  to  say  regarding  American  rods  and  cast- 
ing from  the  reel.  I  have  not  used  quadruple- 
multiplying  reels — double  multiplying  ones  only— 
but  even  in  these  there  is  an  appreciable  loss  of 
power.  This  is  the  drawback  inherent  to  the 
principle  embodied  in  the  multiplying  reel,  and  has 
to  be  taken  "  for  better  or  for  worse  "  along  with 
the  latter.  I  should  say  that  it  ought  to  be  quite 
possible  to  turn  out  a  very  freely-nxnninij  reel  with 
ball-bearings  at  a  very  reasonable,  "  popular  "price  ; 
and  such  a  reel  ought  to  do  just  as  well  for  casting 
as  a  multiplying  one  does.  But  I  am  not  sure 
whether  it  would  do  as  well  as  the  latter  for  fishing 
the  cast  properly. 

This  statement  needs  perhaps  to  be  explained, 
,  and  that  is  what  I  shall  attempt  to  do.  When  fish- 
i  ing  with  a  short  rod  of  the  American  pattern  I  find 
I  one  has  to  wind  in  the  line  very  steadily,  without 
I  any  stoppages  in  the  winding,  in  order  to  keep  the 
!  bait  working  at  the  proper  depth.  With  a  longer 
(  Bpinning  rod  of  the  regular  Elnglish  pattern  one  has 
I  much  greater  command  over  the  line  even  during 
^  those  moments  when  the  retrieving  of  it  is  of  the 
[  ilowest — it  may  even  come  to  a  dead  stop  for  a 
^  brief  moment.    Not  so  with  the  American  short 

irod.    Here  one  has  to  rely  solely  on  the  reel,  and  to 
**  make  things  hum."  so  to  Hpeak.    That  is,  I  pre- 
i;  (Wme,  why  multiplying  reels  are  used  by  American 
*  anglers  for  certain  styles  of  bait  fishing.  Should 

I 
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my  opinion  on  this  subject  be  erroneous,  I  trust 
some  of  the  American  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
will  kindly  put  mc  right. 

What  simply  made  me  "  wriggle  "  with  delight  is 
Mr.  Garnett  Rolt's  remark  regarding  parallel  ferrules 
and  their  doing  away  with  all  kinds  of  mechanical 
contrivances  for  preventing  the  joints  from  "  throw- 
ing out."  PARALLEL  FERRULES— I  feel  Hko 
"  capitalising  "  it  so  as  to  impress  the  importance 
of  it  on  the  readers'  minds.  And  I  should  like  to 
mention  here  a  very  simple  but  very  efficient  dodge 
which  I  have  used  for  years  and  years  with  the 
utmost  success  whenever  I  wanted  to  "  tighten  up  " 
the  fit  between  counter  and  ferrule  {male  and  female 
ferrules,  as  they  are  usually  called  in  America,  I 
think).  The  latter  (that  is,  the  female  ferrule)  is 
bound  to  be  cylindrical,  or  at  least  as  cyhndrical  as 
it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses. It  is  in  the  counter-ferrule  that  the  tapering 
occurs.  Now,  to  correct  this,  I  take  off  the  counter 
("  swearing  softly  "  as  I  worm  out  the  pin  securing 
it  £o  the  wood),  and  "  jump  up  "  its  lower  rim  with 
a  very  small  hammer  (jeweller's  or  watchmaker's 
hammer)  until  it  has  been  "  bulged  out  "  sufficiently. 
The  width  of  this  ring-shaped  bulging  need  not 
exceed  ^in.  This  is  the  treatment  for  counters  of 
small  diameter — say,  up  to  f^jin.  In  larger  sizes  I 
draw  out  the  lower  part  on  a  conical  steel  mandrel. 
All  that  remains  to  do  now  is  to  secure  the  counter 
in  its  proper  position  and  to  fit  it  nicely  with  a  few 
touches  of  the  very  finest  file.  ("  Velvet  files  "  we 
call  them,  and  the  best  I  know  are  those  made  by 
Raoul  Aine  and  Antoine  Glardon — French  makers 
both  of  them.)  The  whole  process  takes  up  much 
less  time  than  one  might  expect,  unless  the  pin 
happens  to  be  very  refractory,  which  is  the  case  but 
too  often  ;  in  fact,  the  extracting  of  the  pin  is  by 
far  the  most  tedious  part  of  the  whole  process. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  remark  that,  if  pins  be 
a  necessity,  they  ought  to  be  put  in  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  enable  anyone  to  take  them  out  easily  when 
necessary  ;  in  fact,  I  think  they  ought  to  be  put 
through,  so  as  to  be  knocked  out  easily.  The 
diameter  of  the  wire  could  be  reduced  considerably, 
as  compared  with  that  of  the  wire  generally  used  for 
ferrule  pins  now,  and  the  distance  between  the  lower 
rim  of  counter  ferrule  and  the  pin-hole  ought  to  be 
about  one-fifth  part  of  the  length  of  the  counter. 
As  for  "  female  ferrules,"  I  think  they  ought  to  be 
secured  to  the  rod  by  means  of  very  small  screws 
with  slightly  rounded  heads,  put  in  about  Jin.  to  |in. 
from  the  edge  of  the  joint.  In  conjunction  with  a 
good  rubber  cement,  melting  at  not  too  low  a  tem- 
perature (I  suppose  such  a  cement  ought  to  be 
obtainable  through  a  combination  of  gutta-percha 
with  shellac,  rosin,  or  some  other  gum),  this  ought 
to  do  for  all  practical  purposes  ;  but  what  I  should 
like  to  see  is  this  :  pins  discarded  altogether,  split 
or  serrated-end  ferrules  used  exclusively,  and 
secured  to  the  rod  by  means  of  some  special  elastic 
cement  as  proposed  above,  the  split  or  serrated  ends 
being  secured  by  means  of  a  simple  whipping 
properly  varnished.  This  ought  to  reduce  to  a  very 
appreciable  extent — if  not  altogether — the  per- 
centage of  breakages  close  to  the  ferrules,  or  even 
inside  of  same.  At  present  I  find  these  are  the  most 
frequently  occurring  ones. 

Baeon  Paul  Tchebkassov. 

St.  Petersburg,  Jan.  19,  1904. 


The  Royal  Waterloo  Hospital  fob  Children 
AND  Women. — The  great  Royal  Opera  House  Ball 
on  behalf  of  the  Royal  Waterloo  Hospital  for  Chil- 
dren and  Women  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next, 
Feb.  2.  We  understand  that  all  grand  tier  boxes 
have  long  since  been  disposed  of,  and  two  supper 
tables  and  one  second  tier  box  only  are  left  unsold. 
Large  dinner  parties  for  this  ball  have  been  arranged 
at  the  Hotel  Cecil  and  other  well-knowm  restaurants 
by  the  following  : — T.R.H.  the  Princess  Hatzfeldt- 
Wildenburg,  the  Princess  Alexis  Dolgorouki,  the 
Duchesses  of  Manchester,  Portland,  WelUngton, 
Sutherland,  the  Marchionesses  of  Winchester  and 
Sligo,  the  Countesses  of  Derby,  Airlie,  Leven  and 
Melville,  Aberdeen,  Oowper,  Portsmouth,  Cadogan, 
and  Howe,  the  Ladies  Denman,  Cheylesmorc, 
O'Hagan,  Llangattock,  Vincent,  and  Pearson,  and 
Mesdames  Moresby  Chinnery,  Drummond.  Meyer, 
Phipps-Homby,  Ronalds,  and  Harmsworth.  This 
children's  hospital,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  is 
the  oldest  of  its  kind  in  the  civihsed  world,  and  has 
already  relieved  over  a  milhon  patients.  On  this 
account  alone  it  deserves  all  possible  assistance  in 
raising  the  £50,000  required  for  rebuilding. 


MUDIE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY 
CATALOGUE  FOR  1904. 


This  most  useful  volume  now  numbers  over 
600  pages,  and  contains  further  important  modi- 
fications in  its  arrangement.  In  the  present  issue 
the  scheme  of  subject  classification,  inaugurated  in 
1900,  will  be  found  enhanced  in  value  by  the 
addition  of  an  extensive  index  to  the  contents  of 
the  subject  sections.  This  will,  it  is  hoped,  enable 
those  consulting  the  catalogue  to  ascertain  with 
ease  and  rapidity  the  number  and  kinds  of  books 
in  circulation  at  the  library  upon  any  topic  that 
may  be  required.  An  extension  of  the  classified 
system  just  mentioned  has  been  introduced  by 
applying  a  similar  classification  to  a  selection  of 
standard  and  recent  fiction.  With  a  simple  arrange- 
ment of  cross  references  the  two  great  divisions 
of  literature  are  linked  together,  and  the  more 
solid  works  of  historical,  topographical,  and  social 
interest  can  thus  be  readily  augmented  by  books 
dealing  with  the  same  subjects  in  the  lighter  vein 
of  fiction. 

Additional  features  of  interest  and  value  are  also 
introduced  by  the  compilation  of  a  complete  list  of 
novelists  and  their  works  circulated  by  the  library, 
now  printed  for  the  first  time,  with  a  separate  list 
of  translations  from  foreign  novelists,  classified 
nationally;  also  a  section  devoted  exclusively  to 
books  for  juvenile  readers,  arranged  under  topics  of 
permanent  interest  to  boys  and  girls. 

In  its  present  form  the  catalogue  will  doubtless 
meet  all  the  requirements  of  readers  for  the  purposes 
of  reference,  and  will  at  the  same  time  be  a  reliable 
guide  to  the  extensive  resources  of  the  library  in  most 
branches  of  literature,  including  sport,  biography,  his- 
tory, politics,  theology,  sociology,  travel,  art,  poetry, 
and  the  drama,  belles  lettres,  literary  history  and 
criticism,  and  science,  as  well  as  a  considerable 
library  of  translations  from  well-known  Con- 
tinental writers.  A  separate  catalogue  is  issued 
annually  of  works  in  five  European  languages 
(French,  German,  Italian,  Russian,  and  Spanish), 
circulated  by  the  library's  foreign  department; 
The  English  and  foreign  catalogues  are  sold  at 
Is.  6d.  each,  and  are  very  neatly  and  attractively 
produced.  We  know  no  general  classified  catalogue 
of  modem  English  literature  which  at  all 
approaches  Messrs.  Mudie's  for  utility.  It  shows 
at  a  glance  what  are  the  most  important  modern 
works  on  any  subject; 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  CANADA.* 


{Continued  from,  page  61.) 

I  know  of  no  more  interesting  study  than  the  face 
of  an  angler  imder  such  circumstances.  If  a  six- 
storey  building  were  clattering  about  his  ears  he  could 
not  show  more  earnestness  of  purpose,  while  he  forces 
his  way  through  brush  and  skips  over  logs  and  rocks, 
as  though  the  market  price  of  surgeon's  plaster  and 
arnica  was  not  affected  by  demand  and  supply.  The 
most  apathetic  will  then  display  a  degree  of  activity 
little  short  of  phenomenaL  He  is  animated  by  the 
spirit  of  the  beaver  of  the  story — he  does  not  wish 
to  climb  a  tree,  nature  has  not  designed  him  for  that 
purpose,  and  he  cannot  do  it ;  but  the  boy  is  on  one 
side  and  the  dog  is  on  the  other,  so,  since  no  other 
course  is  open,  up  he  goes. 

Of  course,  the  character  of  the  field  of  battle  deter- 
mines to  what  extent  this  method  may  be  followed. 
Though  there  is  great  excitement,  and  consequently 
great  fun,  in  seeing  how  near  the  ragged  edge  of 
defeat  can  be  approached  without  toppling  over  its 
brink,  and  though  a  salmon  of  twenty  pounds,  saved 
after  a  contest  in  which  the  scales  of  fortune  have 
been  throughout  in  constant  oscillation,  is  more 
esteemed  than  one  of  twenty-five  wkich  has  been 
prematurely  scooped  from  the  water  by  a  lucky 
chance  and  the  skill  of  the  gaffer,  still  it  is  somewhat 
questionable  whether  we  who  follow  this  method  are 
justly  entitled  to  plume  ourselves  as  being  so  much 
more  sportsmanlike  than  those  who  do  not.  We 
take  more  chances,  it  is  true,  and  we  lose  more  fish  ; 
but  we  do  the  fii'st  only  when  we  think  we  see  a  clear 
way  out  of  the  difficulty,  and  the  latter  is  quite  in- 
voluntary. Really  the  most  sesthetic  :n  practice,  if 
not  in  theory,  takes  precious  good  care  to  keep  the 
probabihties  of  success  decidedly  in  his  favour. 

Thus  far  our  friend  has  fished  from  the  bank.  He 


*  From  "  The  American  Salmon  Fislierman."  Bv 
Henry  P.  Wells. 
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will  hereafter  use  a  canoe  ;  and  since  the  greater 
part  of  the  reader's  fishing  will  probably  be  so  done, 
and  since  much  of  what  follows  will  be  equally 
appUcable  to  fishing  from  the  bank,  and  where  it  is 
not  that  fact  will  be  quite  obvious,  we  will  conclude 
in  that  way. 

The  angler  scats  himself  near  the  middle  of  the 
canoe  upon  a  box  or  other  improvised  seat.  It  will 
grow  no  softer  with  use,  and  he  will  by  no  means 
regret  it  if  he  has  provided  some  form  of  cushion, 
though  it  be  but  an  old  flour-bag  to  be  stuffed  with 
moss  or  hay.  Both  ends  of  the  canoe  are  ahke  in 
form,  and  either  may  and  will  be  used  as  the  bow  as 
convenience  may  require.  Still,  since  a  name  is 
necessary,  we  will  call  the  end  he  faces  the  stern. 
His  gaffer  occupies  that  end,  his  paddle,  gaff,  and 
setting-pole  within  convenient  reach.  He  is  the 
captain,  and  with  him  alone  will  the  angler  habitu- 
ally communicate  and  consult,  and  to  him  pay  the 
hire  of  men  and  boat.  The  bow  is  the  station  of 
one  usually  the  junior  in  years  and  experience  of  the 
gaffer,  to  whom  he  looks  for  his  orders,  and  with 
whom  alone  he  will  converse,  unless  directly  ad- 
dressed. 

The  canoe  is  pushed  from  the  bank.  The  gaffer 
consults  his  employer  as  to  the  pools  which  are  dis- 
engaged, and  advises  him,  in  the  absence  of  positive 
orders,  which  one  to  try  first. 

When  the  head  of  the  pool  is  reached  the  gaffer 
directs  his  subordinate  to  anchor  ;  which  being  done 
as  quietly  as  possible,  he  seats  himself  on  the  bottom 
of  the  canoe  so  as  to  be  out  of  the  angler's  way, 
facing  its  stern.  A  few  moments  should  be  suffered 
to  elapse  for  any  alarm  occasioned  by  the  approach 
of  the  canoe  to  subside — an  interval  very  appro- 
priate to  freshly  charging  and  fighting  the  pipe  of 
him  that  smokes. 

Studying  the  current  as  before,  and  being  guided 
by  the  same  general  principles,  we  will  assume  that 
the  current  permits  the  first  cast  to  be  delivered 
almost  at  a  right  angle  to  the  canoe. 

In  the  following  diagram  the  arrow  shows  the 
direction  of  the  current ;  A  is  the  angler,  B  the 
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gaffer,  and  C  the  subordinate.  ^  D  is  the  position 
of  the  rod  at  the  completion  of  the  first  cast,  and  E 
where  the  fly  then  lights.  The  rod  is  retained  in 
that  position,  with  the  tip  a  little,  and  but  a  httle, 
elevated  aVjove  the  horizontal,  until  the  current  has 
swept  the  fly  to  F,  during  wliich  the  tip  is  vibrated 
as  before  if  the  angler  adopts  that  method  of  dis- 
playing his  fly. 

When  the  fly  reaches  F  the  rod  is  shifted  to  the 
position  AG,  and  vibrated  until  the  fly  reaches  //. 


The  fly  has  thus  traversed  the  pool  from  E  to  H,  and 
the  first  cast  is  complete.  Since  the  casting  was 
toward  the  left,  the  rod  was  thrown  behind  over  the 
right  shoulder,  the  right  hand  was  above  the  reel, 
and  the  left  was  upon  the  butt.  He  now  changes 
hands,  grasping  the  butt  with  the  right  hand,  the 
left  above  the  reel,  and,  throwing  his  rod  over  the 
left  shoulder  for  the  back  cast,  dehvers  his  fly  at  /, 
guides  it  around  to  the  vicinity  of  F,  in  the  manner 
already  described.  The  second  cast  is  now  com- 
plete, and  the  fly  has  swept  the  pool  from  E  to  /. 
Though  this,  if  well  done,  will  usually  be  sufficient 
to  demonstrate  the  presence  or  absence  of  a  fish  in- 
clined to  rise,  still  it  may  be  repeated  once.  Beyond 


this  it  is  seldom  worth  while  to  go,  unless  some  rest- 
ing-place especially  favoured  by  the  fish  is  under  the 
cast. 

The  hands  are  now  shifted  as  before,  the  Une 
lengthened  six  or  eight  feet,  and  the  fly  dehvered  a.t 
K,  and  the  first  process  is  repeated  in  all  things  until 
the  fly  has  been  displayed  from  /iT  to  a  point  beyond 
/  ;  and  this  is  repeated  again  and  again,  in  default 
of  a  rise,  until  all  the  line  is  out  that  the  angler  can 
conveniently  swing. 

The  fly  will  then  have  traversed  the  pool  from  a 
line  A  abreast  the  canoe  on  one  side  to  a  hne  B 
abreast  of  the  canoe  on  the  other  side,  follo\ving  a 
succession  of  circular  arcs  C  in  so  doing,  of  which 
the  angler  is  the  centre,  and  the  respective  radii  of 
which  are  the  length  of  the  rod  plus  the  quantity  of 
Hne  in  use  at  the  time.  Thus  every  fish  in  that 
quite  extended  area  has  had  a  chance  at  the  fly,  and 
can  complain  of  no  partiaUty  on  the  part  of  the 
angler,  which  is  the  end  in  view. 

Having  thus  described  with  his  fly  the  most  dis- 
tant arc  conveniently  possible,*  he  begins  to  reel  in. 
Instantly  the  gaffer  gives  the  order,  the  anchor  is 
raised  clear  of  the  bottom,  the  canoe  drops  down 
with  the  current  until  the  gaffer  thinks  the  first  cast 
made  from  the  new  position  will  just  match  on  to 
the  last  cast  from  the  other,  when  he  orders  the 
anchor  down,  and  the  fishing  is  resumed  in  the  same 
maimer.    Thus  by  alternately  anchoring  and  drop- 

*  The  longest  cast  on  record  with  a  salmon  rod 
in  this  country  is  131ft.,  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Hawes,  at 
Central  Park,  October,  1884,  with  an  18ft.  split 
bamboo  rod.  In  England,  Major  J.  P.  Traherne  is 
credited  with  a  cast  of  13Gft.  Mr.  Hawes  stood  about 
30ft.  from  the  bank,  upon  a  platform  raised  1ft. 
above  the  water,  and  cast  parallel  with  the  shore. 
He  was  credited  only  with  the  actual  distance  which 
intervened  between  the  edge  of  the  platform  and 
where  his  fly  struck  the  water,  measured  upon  a 
graduated  rope  stretched  perfectly  straight,  close 
beside  which  he  cast.  A  very  few  inches  would 
mark  the  limit  of'possible  error.  Since  we  are  in- 
formed that  the  distance  credited  to  Major  Tra- 
herne was  determined,  not  by  the  distance  he 
actually  covered,  but  by  the  distance  which  it  was 
assumed  that  lie  had  covered  determined  by 
straightening  his  line  and  measuring  that,  I  am 
decidedly  inclined  to  regard  Mr.  Hawes'  cast  as  the 
longer.  Of  all  the  fly-casting  I  have  ever  seen,  I  con- 
sider this  performance  of  Mr.  Hawes  as  tlie  most 
remarkable.  Not  so  much  does  the  enormous 
length  of  the  cast  induce  this  opinion,  as  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  done,  and  tlie  physique  of  the 
man  who  did  it.  Mr.  Hawes  was  at  that  time  a  man 
of  very  slender  build,  and  with  a  wrist  as  slight  as 
that  of  a  woman.  Rod  and  line  worked  in  his  hands 
with  the  precision  of  a  faultless  machine.  Even 
when  at  the  extreme  of  his  cast,  his  back-fly  was 
some  25ft.  above  the  water.  Taking  all  the  circum- 
stances into  consideration,  it  was  certainly  a  mott 
remarkable  triumph  of  skill  over  matter.  [Since 
this  was  written  longer  casts  have  been  made  here 
and  in  America.  More  than  50  yards  have  been  cast. 
—Ed.  F.a.] 


ping  the  canoe  down  with  the  current,  the  pool  is 
fished  from  end  to  end — a  distance  which  may 
possibly  be  a  hundred  yards  or  even  more. 

Let  us  assume,  as  is  often  the  case,  that  no  salmon 
has  been  raised  during  this  excursion.  But  many 
trout  have  assuredly  been  taken.  Though  this  will 
give  little  pleasure,  since  trout  in  a  salmon  stream 
are  like  chub  in  a  trout  stream — mere  vermin — 
still  it  may  and  should  be  made  of  great  value  to  the 
trout  fisherman.  The  greater  his  experience  and 
past  success  in  trout  fishing  with  the  fly,  the  more 
need  has  he  of  the  lesson  which  may  then  be  learned. 

.The  moment  the  skilled  trout  fisherman  sees  a 
disturbance  in  the  water  near  his  fly,  he  retracts  it 
— he  "  strikes  "  as  instinctively  and  with  as  little 
conscious  special  vohtion  as  when  he  breathes.- 

This  habit,  however  excellent  in  trout  fishing,  \'i 
a  fatal  error  in  salmon  fishing,  and  must  be  over- 
come. When  a  salmon  so  rises  as  to  disturb  the 
surface  of  the  water,  it  manifests  its  presence  long 
before  it  has  touched  the  fly.  If  the  angler  then 
strikes,  in  the  trout  fisher's  sense  of  the  term,  he 
simply  snatches  the  fly  from  the  astonished  fish, 
which  will  probably  return  to  its  lair  in  a  state  of 
disgust  which  no  subsequent  blandishment  will 
remove. 

{To  he  continued.) 


ON  A  FISHING  SMACK. 

There  were  four  of  us.  An  engineering  and 
surveying  matter  brought  us  together  in  the  "  Urbs 
intacta,"  as  the  city  of  Waterford  is  designated  in 
ancient  charter.  As  a  diversion  from  the  dry 
routine  of  figures,  a  trip  to  the  famous  watering 
place  Tramore  was  proposed.  This  place,  only  six 
miles  by  rail  from  Waterford,  is  noted  for  its  long 
stretch  of  strand,  firm  for  walking,  riding,  and 
driving.  It  boasts  wild  scenery  and  majestic  rocks 
projecting  at  either  side  of  the  bay  into  the  wild 
Atlantic  for  a  distance  of  about  two  miles.  Jn 
rough  weather  the  waves  can  be  seen  leaping  up 
the  chffs  to  a  height  of  300ft.  or  more,  then  breaking 
and  rushing  along  the  sloping  sward  at  the  summit, 
making  a  fascinating  picture.  Tramore  is  a  good 
fishing  ground,  and  Pliil  Herbert  proposed  a  trip 
on  a  fishing  smack.  Now  Phil  was  no  fisherman 
in  the  ordinary  sense,  but  he  was  a  good  sailor  and 
was  fond  of  the  society  of  fisherfolk,  spun  yams  for 
them,  enjoyed  a  bite  on  the  end  of  a  line,  and  when 
he  landed  a  fish  treated  all  hands.  He  loved  a 
meal  onboard — hake  and  potatoes  cookedin  clear  sea 
water.  Bromphy,  the  chief  of  the  party,  asked 
about  the  bait.  Phil  had  made  all  right.  He  had 
a  basket  in  which  lay  resting  snugly  a  jar  of  potheen 
that  "  never  saw  the  face  of  a  ganger,"  but  as  for 
bait  or  other  trifles  they  would  be  at  hand  when 
required.  Some  of  us  know  nothing  about  hake 
fisliing.  -  We  got  through  the  surf  to  the  smack, 
and  were  soon  heading  for  the  entrance  to  the  bay, 
but  soon  there  was  moaning,  and  three  of  us  were 
prostrate.  Phil  enjoyed  himself  by  making  comic 
sketches  of  our  poor  selves. 

A  helping  from  the  jar  gave  rehef,  and  we  turned  I 
our  attention  to  fishing.  Hooks  and  fines  were 
provided  by  the  friendly  crew,  whom  Pliil  had  not 
forgotten  to  help  from  his  "  bait  basket,"  as  he 
called  it.  A  piece  of  fish  served  for  first  cast,  and 
soon  there  were  some  hvely  bounding  hake  on 
board.  For  bait  for  subsequent  casts  a  piece  shced 
off  the  tail  was  used  to  advantage.  We  were  all 
lucky  and  were  in  great  spirits.  Phil  made  punch 
and  talked ;  he  was  a  good  raconteur,  and  Bromphy 
Uked  to  draw  him  out.  "  Now,  Phil,  let's  have 
that  experience  of  yours— that  pike  story."  "  Ah  ! 
you  know  that  by  heart,  Bromphy.  It  only  awakens 
old  memories  of  the  good  fellows  I  have  worked 
with."  And  poor  Phil  was  silent  for  a  while. 
There  was  a  moisture  of  the  eyes  which  gave  one  a 
glance  into  the  inner  heart  of  the  simple-minded, 
talented  Bohemian. 

"  It  will  not  tire  you,  Bromphy  ?  "■ 

"  By  no  means,  my  dear  fellow.  Our  friends 
have  not  heard  it,  and,  hke  other  things,  it  improves 
by  telhng,"  said  the  sly  Bromphy.  And  now  for 
Phil's  story  : 

"  When  I  was  on  the  trigonometrical  survey,  we 
had  to  set  up  stations  in  most  difficult  situations, 
generally  on  high  peaks,  so  as  to  triangulate  from 
different  points.  After  working  down  from  Galtee 
Mor  towards  the  silver  mines  at  Shallee,  we  worked 
from  the  Arra  Mountains  towards  the  Shann -n. 
where  we  were  instructed  to  cross  Lough  Derg 
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land  at  Scariff  on  the  Clare  side.  There  was  a 
boat  ready  for  us  at  Garrykennedy  with  a 
hamper  of  necessaries ;  the  latter,  by  the  way, 
was  provided  by  some  of  our  own  fellows  and 
three  of  the  geologicaL  men  who  frequently  turned 
up.  as  they  said,  to  '  compare  notes,'  which  was 
usually  a  midnight  performance,  often  not  com- 
pleted until  dawn.  I  had  a  good  tenor  voice  in 
those  days,  and  there  were  MacNeil,  Delander,  and 
Lafiiin — a  splendid  trio.  But  I  am  forgetting  that 
pike.  Some  one  suggested  our  trying  our  hand  on 
the  edge  of  the  weeds,  which  stretch  down  towards 
Youghal.  where  the  family  of  Smithwicks  hved. 
Some  of  our  fellows  had  rods  and  small  hooks 
which  would  not  land  a  pike  of  anything  over  21b. 
I  had  neither  rod  nor  hooks,  but  I  knew  an  old 
poacher  in  my  young  days,  my  father's  gamekeeper, 
who  taught  me  a  few  things  about  shooting  and  fishing 
not  to  be  found  in  the  books,  and  we  had  to  trespass 
on  our  own  preserves  to  carry  out  the  lesson 
properly.  That  knowledge  came  in  handy  now. 
I  sent  up  to  the  village  for  some  saddlers'  awls 
without  handles,  and  put  them  through  the  end 
links  of  a  small  chain,  which  by  closing  upon  the 
awk  held  them  nicely.  Over  the  awls  I  placed 
good-sized  worms,  then,  for  lack  of  hne,  I  attached 
the  ends  of  the  small  chains  to  our  surveyor's  chain, 
and  dropped  about  six  or  eight  feet  over  the  side  of 
the  small  boat.  The  surveyor's  chain  happened  to 
be  fastened  to  our  surveying  poles,  and  to  save 
time,  poles  and  chain  were  put  into  the  boat,  where 
they  rested  upright  against  the  gunwale.  I  felt 
somewhat  tired,  and  was  half  asleep,  sitting  on  the 
gunwale,  when  some  one  shouted  '  Look  out !  '  I 
had  the  chain  in  my  hand,  and  was  in  the  act  of 
hauling  some  of  it  in  when  it  whipped  through  my 
hand,  the  poles  were  pulled  out,  and  I  was  knocked 
into  the  water.  But  the  poles  had  buoyancy,  and 
I  went  for  them  and  held  on.  Then  I  heard  the 
fellows  shout.  '  Don't  let  go.'  I  held  on,  and  then 
felt  that  I  was  towed  away  at  no  slow  rate  towards 
the  lagoon  or  bay  where  the  water,  I  heard  after, 
was  deep.  Then  the  oars  went  to  work,  and  I  was 
picked  up  together  with  a  rather  fine  specimen  of  a 
I  pike,  which  gave  some  play  getting  him  on  board. 
Well,  I  got  a  change  of  dry  clothes  on  board  the 
lugger  and  something  warm  inside.  When  we 
reached  Scariff  via  WiUiamstown,  where  there  was 
a  good  hotel  under  the  management  of  the  genial 
host  and  hostess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills,  a  good 
dinner  was  provided,  and  there  was  the  satisfaction 
of  making  merry  over  a  course  of  well-prepared 
pike,  which  repaid  me  for  my  ducking.  Happy 
-  days  were  those  !  " 

"  But  the  weight  of  that  pike,  Phil ;  you  forgot 
that  ?  " 

"  Well,  I  never  hke  to  say.  The  boat  owner  said 
401b.,  another  said  4.51b..  and  if  anyone  had  said 
501b.  I  was  not  prepared  to  contradict  him.  I 
never  caught  such  a  pike  since."  D.  H. 


THE  NEW  SUKVEY  GAZETTEEK 
OF  THE  BEITISH  ISLES. 


One  of  the  most  useful  reference  books  we  know 
is  "  The  Gazetteer  of  the  British  Isles,"  edited  by 
I    the  late  John  Bartholomew,  F.R.G.S.,  which  is,  of 
course,  now  quite  out  of  date.  We  therefore  welcome 
the  announcement  of  Messrs.  Newnes  that  they  are 
to  publish  an  entirely  new  work  on  the  same  plan, 
but  up  to  date  in  every  way,  as  described  in  their 
advertisement.   This  new  edition  will  be  completed 
intwentypart8at7d.net.   Parti  is  just  ready,  and 
we  can  strongly  advise  all  anglers  to  ask  their  book- 
sellers to  let  them  see  it.    It  is  not  only  a  complete 
index  of  all  places  of  importance  or  interest  in  the 
I    country,  but  gives  also  a  descriptive  and  statistical 
summary  of  the  geographical  features  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.    It  is  based  on  the  90  volumes 
of  the  census  of  1901,  together  with  the  696  sheets 
of  the  one-inch  ordnance  survey  of  the  United 
,    Kingdom.    Anglers  will  appreciate  the  fact  that 
the  names  of  rivers  on  which  places  are  situated 
I    are  mentioned — for  example,  of  Armathwaite  we 
are  told  it  is  "  a  village  with  railway  station  on  the 
}    Midland  Railway  in  East  Cumberland,  9^  miles 
'    south-east  of  Carlisle,  on  river  Eden;  post  office; 

telegraph  office." 
I  The  text  is  exceedingly  clear  and  well  printed, 
I  and  so  are  the  coloured  maps,  which  include  maps 
I  of  river  basins,  but  not,  we  think,  maps  of  special 
I  interest  to  anglers.  The  work  does  great  credit  to 
I  Messrs.  Newnes,  and  is  certain  to  have  a  very  large 
salcj 


THE  KING'S  POPULAEITY. 


Edward  VII.,  says  the  editor  of  the  Reviev)  of 
Reviews,  is  becoming  notable  for  something  else 
beyond  his  exalted  station.  Since  his  accession  ho 
has  steadily  progressed,  not  in  mere  popularity,  for 
he  was  always  popular,  but  in  the  sincere  regard 
which  capacity  and  resolution  extort  from  men  of 
affairs.  The  liing  has  shown  aptitudes  which  may, 
if  his  hfe  is  prolonged,  make  him  one  of  the  greatest 
of  EngHsh  monarchs.  He  has  shrewd  sense,  good 
judgment,  and  a  deep  sense  of  his  royal  responsi- 
bility. He  has  done  some  notable  things  already. 
His  influence  was  exerted  wisely  and  quietly,  but 
persistently,  in  favour  of  the  termination  of  the  war 
in  South  Africa.  When  it  was  over,  it  was  employed 
judiciously  and  promptly  in  an  endeavour  to  do  what 
personal  kindhness  and  frank  straightforward  speech 
could  do  to  remove  from  the  minds  of  the  Boer 
Generals  the  bitter  memories  of  the  struggle  in 
which  tliey  played  the  heroic  part.  In  Continental 
poUtics  he  has  played  wisely  and  well  the  useful  rCile 
of  a  commis-voyageur  of  peace.  His  tour  last  Easter 
through  Europe  chd  good,  and  only  good,  wherever 
he  went.  His  tact,  his  bonhomie,  his  kindly  bearing 
did  much  to  remove  the  unpleasant  impression  often 
left  on  our  Continental  neighbours  by  the  ill  manners, 
arrogance,  and  unsympathetic  morgue  of  his  subjects. 
But  perhaps  the  most  significant  exercise  of  his 
authority  has  been  the  personal  share  which  he  has 
taken  in  inducing  liis  Ministers  to  take  active  and 
decisive  measures  to  cope  with  the  frightful  mess  in 
which  the  war  in  South  Africa  left  the  British  Army. 
But  of  all  this  the  nation  knows  httle  or  nothing. 
The  merit  of  the  King  is  discreetly  veiled.  Wliat  he 
has  done,  or  is  doing,  properly  goes  to  the  credit  of 
his  advisers. 


SPEING  TEOUT  FLIES. 

VARIOUS  STANDARD  DRESSINGS. 


The  Red  Spinner.    Ronald's  Pattern.  "  This 

is  the  name  given  to  the  Blue  Dun,  after  it  has  cast 
off  its  ohve-dun  coat.  It  now  appears  of  a  bright 
red-brown,  and  its  wings,  which  were  before  opaque, 
are  transparent.  It  hves  four  or  five  days.  Imita- 
tion.— Body  :  Thin,  of  bright  brown  silk,  ribbed 
with  fine  gold  twist.  Tail :  Two  whisks  of  a  red 
cock's  hackle.  Wings  :  Upright,  from  a  mottled 
grey  feather  of  the  mallard,  stained  to  match  the 
colour  of  the  natural  wings.  Legs  :  Plain  red  cock's 
hackle.  Some  of  the  best  Derbyshire  anglers  make 
it  thus  : — Wing  :  Upright,  from  under  covert  wing 
feather  of  a  young  grouse.  Body  :  Silk,  the  colour 
of  Russian  leather,  and  ribbed  with  the  finest  yellow 
silk.  Two  dun  fibres  for  tail.  But  after  a  frosty 
morning  they  will  make  it  as  follows  : — Wing  : 
Starhng,  onion  dyed.  Body  :  Claret  silk.  Legs  : 
Dead  furnace  hackle.  Thus  made,  it  is  called  the 
'  frost  fly.'  " 

The  Red  Spinner.    Francis  Francis's  Dressing". 

— "  The  Red  Spinner,  or  Red-tailed  Spinner  of 
Jackson,  or  Orange  Drake  of  Theakstone  .  .  .  The 
usually  so-called  Red  Spinner  has  various  costumes 
assigned  to  it  ;  few  of  them  are  alike,  probably 
because  there  are  many  spinners  varying  but 
slightly.  Body  :  Red-brown  quill,  ringed  with  fine 
gold  wire.  Legs  :  A  red  hackle.  Tail :  Three 
wisps  of  the  same.  Wing  :  A  bright  shiny  feather, 
the  more  brilhant  and  transparent  the  better.  The 
best  imitation  in  feathers,  to  my  mind,  is  conveyed 
by  the  dark,  shining  tips  of  a  blue  cock's  hackle — 
tliose  which  are  grizzled  or  freckled,  with  a  golden 
tinge  at  the  point." 

The  Red  Spinner.  Ephemera's  Pattern. — "  Body: 
Brown  silk,  ribbed  with  fine  gold  twist.  Tail :  Two 
fibres  of  a  red  cock's  hackle.  Wings  :  Of  some 
transparent,  light  brown  feather.  Legs:  Red  cock's 
hackle." 

Red  Spinner.  David  Foster's  Pattern. —  "  Body : 
Copper-coloured  silk,  ribbed  with  round  gold 
thread.  Whisks  :  Three  strands  from  a  red  feather 
from  the  back  saddle  of  a  game  cock.  Legs : 
Fiery-brown  hackle,  from  the  neck  of  the  same 
bird.    Wings  :  From  an  old  starhng's  end  quill." 

Dark  Red  Spinner. — "  Same  as  the  above,  but  the 
floss  silk  for  body  and  the  hackle  for  legs  should 
be  a  shade  or  two  darker,  the  latter  approaching  a 
claret." 

Golden  Red  Spinner. —"  Body  :  Gold-coloured 


silk,  to  1)0  ril)l)ed  the  same  as  the  Red  Spinner.  Ix'gs  : 
Sandy  lien's  hackle.   Wings  :  Field  fare  quill." 

(  AH  who  know  this  beautiful  fly  —  the  Red  Spinner 
— will  agree  with  Mr.  Francis's  advice  to  make  the 
wing  as  delicate  and  transparent  as  possible.) 

The  March  Brown.      Ronald's  Description. — 

"  TIk!  nympha  of  this  fly  seems  to  require  a  warmer 
day  to  enable  it  to  rise  to  the  surface  of  the  water  and 
change  to  a  fly  than  is  required  for  the  similar  rise 
and  metamorphosis  of  the  blue  dun's  nympha.  The 
fly  lives  three  days,  and  then  changes  into  the  great 
Red  Spinner.  The  male  has  a  chocolate  hue,  and 
the  female  a  green-brown  ;  it  generally  appears  in 
great  numbers  upon  the  streams,  where  it  is  found 
toward  the  latter  end  of  March,  and  is  very  eagerly 
devoured  by  the  trout.  It  continues  in  season  until 
May  ;  and,  although  it  can  only  occasionally  be 
found  later,  recent  experience  has  convinced  me  of 
the  propriety  of  using  it.  upon  some  waters,  as  late 
even  as  July  or  August." 

Ronald's  Imitation. — "  Body:  Fur  of  hare's  face, 

ribbed  over  with  oHve  silk,  and  tied  with  brown. 
Tail :  Two  strands  of  a  partridge  feather.  Wings  : 
Quill  feather  from  the  middle  of  the  hen  pheasant's 
wing,  which  may  be  found  of  the  exact  shade.  Legs  : 
A  brown  mottled  feather  from  the  back  of  a  par- 
tridge. Remarks. — The  female  of  this  excellent  fly 
must  by  no  means  be  neglected  ;  and  observe  that 
females  are  generally  a  few  daj's  later  in  their 
appearance  on  the  water  than  the  males." 

Ronald's  Dressing  of  the  Female  March  Brown. — 

"  Body  :  Pale  olive  green  wool,  ribbed  with  fine  gold 
twist.  Legs  :  A  honey  dun  hackle — that  is,  less 
bright  than  a  Golden  Dun.  Wings  :  Upright,  the 
same  as  for  the  male  ;  but  the  hackle  will  impart  a 
lighter  shade." 

This  is  a  great  killer  on  the  Dove.  In  Wales,  they 
make  it  as  a  hackle  fly.  -with  a  brown  mottled 
feather  of  a  partridge,  and  rib  with  pale  green  silk; 
It  is  equally  celebrated  in  Scotland  as  a  fii-st-rate 
killer,  and  certainly  may  be  used  with  success  again 
in  July. 

The  March  Brown.   Francis  Francis's  Pattern. — 

"  The  March  Bro«Ti,  or  Brown  Drake  of  Yorkshire, 
a  very  celebrated  fly,  and  when  on  it  is  a  great  and 
deserved  favourite.  Body  :  Of  a  dark  brown  fur, 
hare's  ear  or  face,  ribbed  with  tawTiy  yellow  silk 
(some  use  straw  colour).  Legs  :  Hackle  from  a 
partridge's  back.  Tail :  Two  strands  of  the  same. 
Wings  :  The  dark  mottled  and  blurred  feather  from 
a  cock  pheasant's  wing.  For  the  female,  the  legs 
may  be  from  the  partridge's  breast,  the  tail  of  the 
same,  and  a  few  shreds  of  any  oUve  fur  may  be  intro- 
duced amongst  the  hare's  ear,  and  the  wing  may  be  a 
shade  Hghter  than  that  used  for  the  male.  If  the  fly 
be  on  strongly,  the  angler  v.-ill  find  his  account  in 
having  both  male  and  female  on  his  cast,  an  indis- 
pensable fly  to  the  angler." 

The  March  Brown.    David  Foster's  Dressing. — ■ 

For  March  and  April. — "  Body  :  Fur  from  the  back 
of  a  hare's  neck,  spun  on  reddish  buff-coloured  silki 
ribbed  with  fine  gold  t\^^st.  Tail :  Two  strands  of 
a  feather  from  the  back  of  a  partridge.  Legs  :  A 
partridge's  neck  feather.  For  May  and  June  (Ught 
shade,  commonly  kno^yi  as  the  Turkey  brewn). — - 
Body :  Light  drab  fur,  ribbed  -nith  gold  tT\-ist. 
Wings  :  Light  partridge  quill.  Legs  :  Grizzly  dun. 
For  August  (commonly  termed  August  dun). — 
Body  :  To  be  tied  on,  or  dressed  with  ale-brown 
silk,  ribbed  with  yellow  silk.  Wings  :  From  a  cock 
pheasant's  wing  feather.  Legs  :  A  pale  duU  brown 
cock's  hackle." 

The  March  Brown.   Slacker's  Pattern. — "  Body! 

Of  light  bro^^■n  mohair,  mixed  ■nith  a  httle  fin-  of  the 
hare's  neck,  and  a  httle  yellow  mohair,  ribbed  with 
yellow  silk  ;  a  small  brown  partridge  hackle  for  legs 
(this  feather  is  found  on  the  back  of  the  partridge)  ; 
hen  pheasant  wing  feather  for  the  wings,  and  two 
fibres  of  the  same  bird's  tail  feather  for  the  tail  of 
the  fly." 

The  March  Brown.  Hofland's  Pattern. — "  Body : 
Fur  of  the  hare's  ear,  ribbed  with  olive  silk.  Legs  : 
Partiidge  hackle.  Wings  :  Tail  feather  of  the  par- 
tridge. Tail :  Two  or  three  strands  of  the  partridge 
feather." 

The  March  Brown.     Ephemera's  Dressing. — 

"  Dress  this  famous  fly  as  follows  : — Body  :  Orange- 
coloured  silk,  or  deep  straw  colour,  on  which  wind 
for  dubbing  the  fox-coloured  fur  taken  from  a  hare's 
poll.  Legs  :  A  honey-dun  hackle.  Wings  :  To  stand 
erect,  of  the  top  of  the  light  or  imier  fibres  of  the 
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feather  of  the  hen  pheasant's  wing.  Tail :  Two 
fibres  of  the  same  feather.  Rib  with  gold  twist  for 
your  tail  fly,  and  let  your  dropper  be  without  any 
gold  twist.  When  the  natural  fly  is  out  well  upon 
the  water,  and  fish  are  voraciously  taking  it,  angle 
with  three  flies  on  your  cast,  varying  tliem  shghtly 
in  size  and  colour.  In  a  work  I  edited  for  Mr. 
Shipley,  of  Ashbourn,  I  find  the  following  note  : — • 
'  On  March  23,  1836,  we  killed  with  this  fly,  from  one 
and  the  same  standing  on  the  Dove,  sixteen,  trout 
and  one  grayUng.  We  fished  with  two  flies  of  this 
sort  on  our  casting-hne  at  the  same  time,  and  we 
caught  three  times  successively  two  fish  at  one  cast. 
We  should  have  caught  many  more  had  it  not  been 
for  an  accident  which  occurred  to  our  tackle,  for 
before  we  could  repair  it  the  rise  was  over.  From 
the  middle  of  March  to  the  middle  of  April  it  is 
decidedly  the  best  and  most  kilhng  fly  that  can  be 
fished  with  in  the  streams  of  the  Midland  Counties." 

The  March  Brown.     Bainbridg'e's  Dressing. — 

"  Wings  :  The  dark  mottled  feather  from  the  tail  of 
a  partridge,  or  mottled  feather  from  the  ptai'migan 
in  its  summer  plumage.  Body  :  Of  the  fur  from  a 
hare's  ear,  intermixed  with  a  small  portion  of  yellow 
worsted,  well  dubbed  together  ;  a  grizzled  hackle." 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  LUNE,  WYKE,  KEER,  AND 
COCKER  FISHERY  DISTRICT. 

Chairman  : 

T.  F.  Fenwick,  Esq.,  Burrow  Hall,  Kirkby  Lons- 
dale. 

Clerk  and  Solicitor  to  the  Board  : 
J.  T.  Sanderson,  67,  Church-street,  Lancaster. 

"  The  limits  of  the  fishery  district  of  the  rivers 
Lune,  Wyre,  Keer,  and  Cocker  shall  be  as  follows  :  — 
So  much  of  the  rivers  Lune,  Wyre,  Keer,  and  Cocker 
and  their  tributaries  as  is  situate  within  the  counties 
of  Westmorland,  Lancaster,  and  the  West  Riding  of 
York,  and  also  so  much  of  Morecambe  Bay  as  lies 
within  a  straight  Une  drawn  in  a  south-westerly 
direction  from  the  northernmost  boundary  of  the 
parish  of  Warton,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  until 
such  Une  intersects  the  middle  of  another  line  drawn 
in  the  south-easterly  direction  from  the  westernmost 
point  of  Walney  Island  to  Rossall  Point,  and  so 
much  of  the  coast  as  lies  between  the  middle  of  the 
said  last  mentioned  Une  and  Blackpool,  in  the  said 
county  of  Lancaster,  as  laid  down  on  the  map  de- 
posited in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the 
county  of  Lancaster.  "- 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REPORT. 
Salmon. 

The  season  of  1903  has  undoubtedly  been  a  better 
one  than  the  previous  year.  There  were,  I  think, 
more  salmon  caught  at  Skerton  in  the  early  spring 
than  in  the  last  few  years.  The  exceptionally  wet 
weather  brought  considerably  more  fish  up  the  river 
than  there  have  been  for  the  last  twelve  or  thirteen 
years,  and  in  consequence  more  fish  were  caught 
with  rod  and  Une.  The  total  number  caught  with 
rod  and  Une  must  have  exceeded  200  at  the  least,' 
and  probably  more  fish  would  have  been  caught  if 
the  floods  had  allowed  the  fishermen  to  get  near  to 
the  river.  It  is  again  very  difficult  to  ascertain  how 
the  fishermen  in  the  estuary  have  done,  but  from 
the  reports  received  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  have 
had  a  better  year  than  last.  A  fish  weighing  57lb. 
(a  male)  was  caught  in  a  draft  net  by  Mr.  Bell  on 
July  2,  at  Snatchems,  and  the  heaviest  fish  caught 
with  rod  and  Une  was  one  of  371b.,  taken  by  Mr. 
Robert  Sutton,  at  Caton,  on  Oct.  23. 

Trout. 

Everyone  agrees,  I  think,  that  trout  are  moi-e 
numerous  in  the  Lune,  and  considerably  more  were 
caught  than  in  previous  seasons.  Again,  the 
number  of  trout  Ucences  have  increased,  the  number 
iHsucd  during  the  season  being  1249,  wliich  is  the 
largest  number  ever  issued  by  the  Board,  and  an  in- 
crease of  96  on  last  year. 

Restocking; 
The  Board  turned  2800  brown  trout  into  the 
h'gher  reaches  of  the  Lune  at  the  end  of  the  season, 
towards  the  cost  of  which  Lord  Henry  Bentinck 
very  kindly  gave  £10.  Apart  from  this,  however, 
the  baiUffs  report  that  they  have  never  known  so 
many  trout  on  the  spawning  beds. 


Pike. 

The  baiUfIs  have  again  done  their  best  to  destroy 
the  pike  in  the  Lune,  and  have  during  the  year 
killed  113,  making  the  total  number  destroyed  since 
the  year  1894  1997. 

Bye-Laws. 

The  Board  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  received 
Mr.  Fryer's  report  on  the  bye-laws  passed  by  the 
Board  in  June,  1902,  and  the  bye-laws  were  dis- 
allowed. In  November  Mr.  Peel  proposed  some 
new  bye-laws  regulating  the  netting  in  the  Lune, 
but  no  vote  was  taken  in  regard  to  them,  as  the 
whole  question  was,  after  discussion,  referred  to  a 
sub-committee  to  consult  with  Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer, 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Fisheries.  Mr.  Fryer  met  the 
sub-committee  at  the  Town  Hall,  Lancaster,  on 
Tuesday,  December  15,  and  the  question  is  still  sub 
judice. 

Weirs. 

The  fish-pass  in  Thurland  Castle  weir  in  the  river 
Greta  has  been  completed  and  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  but  the  fish-pass  in  Scorton  weir 
has  not  yet  been  constructed  in  accordance  with 
the  Board  of  Trade's  requirements. 

Pollutions. 
A  serious  pollution  of  the  rjver  Wenning  occurred 
during  the  year,  destroying  a  large  number  of  trout. 
The  evidence  obtained  was  insufficient  to  warrant 
taking  proceedings,  but  the  matter  was  arranged  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Board.  Complaints  have  also 
been  received  about  other  pollutions,  but  no  doubt 
owing  to  the  heavy  rains  they  perhaps  have  not  been 
so  noticeable  as  in  previous  years. 

Finance. 

The  credit  balance  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
was  £86  178.  Id.,  and  I  have  pleasure  in  reporting 
that  this  has  now  been  increased  to  £152  17s.  3d., 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  all  the  water  baiUffs'  wages 
have  been  increased  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  the  Board  caused  the  river  Dee 
to  be  staked.  J.  T.  Sanderson,  Clerk. 

SALMON  ANGLING  IN  THE 
CALEDONIAN  GLEN. 

A  RETROSPECT  OF  SEASON  1903. 

River  Garry  and  Loch  Oich. 
Those  waters  had  not  been  remarkable  neither  as 
regards  weight  nor  number  of  fish  caught ;  in  fact, 
they  were  very  much  below  the  average.  The  fish- 
ings were  sub-let  for  the  months  of  February  and 
March  by  the  Duke  of  Portland  to  Thos.  Pilkington, 
Esq.,  a  Manchester  gentleman.  He  and  party 
landed  eighty-eight  fish  ;  the  heaviest,  a  salmon  of 
28^1b.,  was  grassed  on  March  11  on  Loch  Oich.  The 
best  day's  sport  was  on  March  20,  when  six  fish  were 
landed,  weighing  201b.,  H^lb.,  1741b.,  171b.,  16 Jib., 
and  9|lb.  Owing  to  the  heavy  rainfall  the  river  was 
seldom  in  first-rate  ply.  The  Duke  of  Portland 
fished  the  Garry  from  April  14  to  22,  and  landed 
twenty-three  fish.  The  average  weight  was  151b. 
all  over.  The  best  kilUng  files  were  Black  Doctor, 
Silver  Doctor,  Gordon,  and  Silver  Beauly. 

River  Oich. 

Mr.  Wm.  C.  Herring,  of  Wraysbury,  rented  the 
river  Oich  for  the  month  of  April,  and  enjoyed  fairly 
good  sport,  having  grassed  eighteen  salmon.  A 
guest  had  eight  and  his  keeper  had  five  of  an  average 
of  171b.  We  now  come  to  that  vast  expanse  of 
water, 

Loch  Ness. 

This  water  fished  remarkably  well  so  far  as 
numbers  were  concerned,  but  the  weight  was  a 
little  below  the  average,  nor  was  there  a  single  fish 
landed  over  301b.  The  fish  of  the  first  run  are 
always  the  heaviest,  and  each  run  gradually  gets 
smaller  as  the  season  advances,  but  this  season, 
owing  to  the  very  open  winter  and  the  consequent 
rather  high  temperature  of  the  water,  it  is  suspected 
that  the  first  run  must  have  passed  even  beyond 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  Garry  before  the 
opening  day.  My  opinion  is,  and  has  been  for  many 
years,  that  the  late  opening  is  beneficial  to  no  one, 
and  that  the  above  state  of  matters  occurs  oftener 
than  is  suspected.  It  is  not  so  many  years  past 
that  the  opening  day  was  Jan.  1. 

Three  Glasgow  gentlemen,  staying  in  Chisholm's 
Hotel,  Fort  Augustus,  during  the  first  fortnight  had 
very  good  sport.    The  total  number  got  was  twenty- 


four  fish,  averaging  161b.    One  gentleman  landed 
three  in  one  day.    In  passing  I  may  mention  that 
the  popular  proprietrix  of  the  above  house  is  build- 
ing a  commodious  hotel  on  a  commanding  site, 
which  is  expected  to  be  ready  early  this  summer. 
Nineteen  fish  were  got  from  the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel, 
all   heavy   fish.    Messrs.    Grant   and  Campbell, 
Bridgend,  had  very  fair  sport,  eighteen  fish  falUng 
to  their  rods  averaging  181b.    Mr.  R.  Eraser,  Foulis 
House,  had  three  nice  fish,  25lb.,  191b.,  and  91b. 
Mr.  Imray  had  three  of  an  average  of  171b.  Mr. 
Grant,  of  Glenmoriston,  and  frienck,  trolUng  on  the 
loch,  landed  sixteen  fish,  while  they  had  fourteen 
fish  on  the  river  Moriston.    I  may  mention  that  the 
Moriston  Falls  have  been  blasted  at  a  cost  of  up- 
wards of  £2000  in  order  to  give  the  salmon  greater 
faciUties  to  ascend  to  the  upper  reaches,  and  the 
fishings  will  no  doubt  be  greatly  enhanced.  Visitors 
at  Invermoriston  Hotel  (Mr.  Davis's)  were  well 
pleased  with  their  sport ;  forty-eight  salmon  were 
grassed,  the  heaviest  weighing  291b.    The  best  day's 
sport  was  on  Feb.  M,  when  three  salmon  feU  to  one 
rod — gross  weight  561b.    The  weight  for  the  season 
was  6981b.,  which  works  out  at  an  average  of  14|lb. 
The  above  is  a  very  convenient  house  to  stay  at,  as 
it  is  situated  midway  on  the  best  stretch  of  the  loch  ; 
consequently  you  can  go  either  up  or  down,  accord- 
ing to  wind  and  other  circumstances.    A  report  of 
first-class  sport  is  to  hand  from  Foyers  Hotel  (Mr. 
Tilston's).   From  the  opening  day  till  July  9  eighty- 
one  fish  were  got,  the  gross  weight  of  which  was 
994  |lb.,  or  12 Jib.  on  an  average.    March  21  proved 
the  luckiest  day  ;  three  fish  were  landed  weighing 
271b.,  121b.,  and  101b.  respectively.    Several  grilse 
were  got  in  July,  August,  and  iSeptember  from  32lb. 
to  61b.    A  specimen  trout  was  landed  by  Mr.  Ware. 
It  weighed  191b.,  and  its  dimensions  were  33|in. 
long,  20Jin.  girth,  length  of  head  9in.     It  was  sent 
to  a  taxidermist  for  preservation.    A  231b.  trout 
was  got  on  Loch  Ness  some  ten  years  ago.  These 
are  the  two  heaviest  I  have  heard  of.    From  what 
I  learn  from  the  hotel-keepers  quite  a  number  of 
anglers  are  expected  for  the  11th,  and  they  are  all 
engaging  gilUes  and  had  to  buy  extra  small  boats. 
Intending  anglers  will  find  the  new  line  of  railway 
between  Spean  Bridge  and  Fort  Augustus  very  con- 
venient. Brathan. 


WHERE  DRAKE  PLAYED  BOWLS. 

Yes,  and  fished  too  ;  he  caught  some  fine  speci- 
mens of  the  Spaniolo  Arviadis.  Plymouth  is  a  spot 
dear  to  all  Britons,  associated  as  it  is  with  some  of 
the  noblest  episodes  in  EngUsh  history.  Charles 
Kingsley  first  made  me  fall  in  love  with  Plymouth  ; 
he  was  responsible  for  my  first  visit,  and,  as  the 
hymn  of  my  childhood  says,  "  I  have  been  there, 
and  still  would  go."  I  will  not  proceed  with  the 
quotation  and  say  "  'tis  Uke  a  Uttle  heaven  below," 
because  some  of  the  denizens  of  Plymouth  have  not 
even  rudimentary  wings  ;  but  I  wiU  say  it  is  a  jolly 
good  place  for  the  sea  fisherman. 

Choose  your  season  with  knowledge  and  judg- 
ment, and  you  wiU  find  the  sea  which  washes  the 
shore  of  old  Plymouth  teeming  with  fish.  Bass, 
pouting,  mackerel,  pollack,  chad,  whiting,  mullet, 
cod,  and  conger — they  are  all  there  in  abun- 
dance, and  the  man  who  puts  in  a  season's  fishing  at 
Plymouth  has  a  good  train'ng  for  fishing  in  almost 
any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  Plymouth  ^ 
fishermen  know  a  thing  or  two  ;  they  are  the  heirs 
of  centuries  of  experience,  and  many  a  useful 
wrinkle  can  be  picked  up  from  these  wily  Devonians. 
Numerous  are  the  baits  used  in  sea  fishing.  At 
Plymouth  natural  baits  are  favoured ;  mussel, 
Umpet,  rag-worm,  sand-eel,  squid,  shrimp,  prawn, 
and  green  crab  are  all  used.  From  Plymouth 
harbour  the  fishermen  take  plenty  of  capital 
mussels,  which  are  kept  aUye  by  hanging  them  in  a 
net  over  the  side  of  the  boat.  They  are  a  deadly 
bait  for  all  ground  fish,  and  useful  for  the  Une  when 
squid,  mackerel,  or  pilchard  cannot  be  got.  Visit 
the  sands  at  Plymouth  at  low  water,  and  you  will 
find  hosts  of  limpets,  easily  cUslodged  with  a  pen- 
knife, and  you  have  excellent  bait  for  chad,  pouting, 
and  all  flatfish. 

Fly-fishing  for  bass  is  a  sport  which  should  tempt 
many  sea  anglers  to  Plymouth.  It  is  almost  as 
noble  and  exciting  a  sport  as  salmon  fishing.  The 
bass  wiU  take  almost  any  gaudy  salmon  fly,  and 
when  hooked  shows  enough  fight  to  gratify  the  most 
ardent  sportsman.  Ranging  from  31b.  to  121b.  or 
even  15lb.  in  weight,  the  bass  is  worth  attention — 
before  breakfast.    After  dark  bass  can  be  taken 
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from  the  pier  at  Millbay,  Plymouth,  but  the  true 
sportsman  will  wait  upon  him  when  he  is  making 
his  way  in  with  the  tide,  sporting  near  the  surface 
of  the  water.  With  Hearder's  india-rubber  sand- 
eels  as  bait,  a  single  rod  has  taken  seventy  bass,  "all 
in  the  morning  early,  oh  !  "  During  the  last 
summer  (?)  and  autumn  sea-fishermen  everywhere 
have  had  poor  sport  from  boats,  so  rough  has  been 
the  sea.  At  Plymouth  when  boat  fishing  has  been 
impossible  there  has  been  good  sport  both  by  fly- 
lishing  and  spinning  from  rods  and  hand-hnes. 

In  his  admirable  "  Guide  to  Sea  Fisliing  "  (a  little 
square  book  never  to  be  too  much  commended),  Mr. 
Wm.  Hearder  enumerates  about  twenty  good  fishing 
grounds  ;  but  a  chat  -nith  this  ardent  and  experi- 
enced sea  fisherman  will  soon  prove  that  the  number 
of  good  "  marks  "  can  be  indefinitely  extended.  I 
have  seen  plenty  of  good  pollack  caught  by  whiffing 
at  the  Flat  Rock,  and  have  helped  haul  in  some  fine 
conger  at  Knap  Deep.    Fine  bream  are  caught  at  the 

Slimers,"  and  bass  at  Penlee  Point.  These  and 
many  other  places  are  well  known,  but  there  are  as 
good  fish  in  the  sea  as  ever  came  out  of  it  at  other 
places,  and  there  are  plenty  of  "  discoveries  "  yet 
to  be  made  off  Plj-mouth.  A  call  at  Union-street, 
Plymouth,  a  chat  with  Mr.  Hearder,  it  is  a  thousand 
to  one  that  a.  purchase  follows,  and  a  fully-armed 
fisherman  sets  out,  and  is  soon  as  deeply  engrossed  in 
his  sport  as  was  Drake  in  his  gams  at  bowls  on  Old 
P  ymouth  Hoe — a  game  there  was  time  to  finish,  and 
thfash  the  Spaniard  after.  Felix  Pen^ne. 


OF  WATEE-FLIES. 

From  "FRESH-WATER  AQUARIA."* 
By  the  Rev.  Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.Ow 

{Continued  from  page  62.) 

CHAPTER   XIIL— continued; 

The  Naucoris  cimicoides  (Fig.  168)  is  rather  a  rare 
insect.  It  is  about  iin.  in  length,  oval  in  shape,  and 
of  an  olive-brown  colour.  It  is  not  provided  with 
respiratory  filaments  Uke  those  of  the  Nepa  and 
Kanatra.  It  is  able,  owing  to  its  fringed  hind-legs, 
to  swim  very  much  faster  than  the  two  "  water- 
scorpioiis  "  pi'eviously  mentioned.    A  little  care  is 


Fig.  168.    Naucoeis  cimicoides. 

necessary  in  handhng  this  insect  because  of  its 
power  to  inflict  a  rather  painful  wound.  Its  habits 
and  habitat  are  similar  to  those  of  its  relatives,  and 
while  in  confinement  it  should  be  treated  in  the 
same  way. 

The  best-known,  but  perhaps  not  the  commonest, 
member*  of  the  family  Notonectidce  is  Notonex:ta 
glauca  (Fig.  169)  or  Water-Boatman.  This  curious 
and  interesting  insect  may  very  frequently  be 
ob-served  floating  upon  its  back,  with  its  oar-hke 
legs  extending  at  right  angles  to  its  body,  just  below 
the  surface  of  nearly  every  pond  or  ditch.  It  is  a 
little  more  than  |in.  long  ;  its  body  is  convex  and 
slightly  keeled  above  and  flat  below,  and  its  pre- 
vaiUng  colour  is  yellow,  with  the  exception  of  a 
black  mark  in  the  shape  of  a  triangle  upon  the  back  ; 
this  blaok  triangle  is  the  scutellum.  A^.  glauca  has 
a  broad  head,  very  bold-looking  eyes,  four-jointed 


Fig.  1G9.    Watkp. -Boatman  (Notoxecta' 
glauca). 

antonnsft,  and  the  tibia  and  tarsi  of  the  hind-legs 
very  flat  and  fringed  on  both  sides  with  a  kind  of 
hair.  The  creature's  fore-legs  are  raptorial,  and  its 
bsak  is  HO  sharp  and  strong  that  it  is  able  to  inflict 
quite  a  painful  wound  on  the  human  hand.  The 
eyesight  of  the  Water- Boatman  is  very  acute,  and 
he  will  dive  quickly  to  the  bottom  of  the  pond  or 

*  Published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  by  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  Upcott  Gill. 


ditch  directly  his  would-be  captor  puts  forth  liis 
net  to  take  him.  This  insect  looks  well  in  the 
aquarium,  for  it  is  very  lively  and  an  expert  swimmer. 
It  always  swims  upon  its  back,  and  as  it  dives 
beneath  the  water  it  takes  with  it  a  store  of  air 
entangled  in  the  hair  with  which  parts  of  its  body 
are  covered.  The  air  under  these  circumstances  has 
somewhat  the  appearance  of  quicksilver,  and  makes 
the  insect  very  attractive  as  he  darts  to  and  fro 
among  the  weeds  of  a  well-arranged  tank.  But 
beauty,  activity,  and  method  of  respiration  are 
about  all  that  can  be  said  in  its  favour,  for  it  is 
extremely  predaceous,  and  will  quickly  attack  and 
kill  most  of  the  aquatic  animals  which  are  usually 
kept  in  an  aquarium.  It  will  even,  unless  properly 
and  regularly  fed,  destroy  its  own  species.  Small 
fish  seem  to  be  its  favourite  food.  It  swims  under 
and  seizes  its  victim  with  its  fore-legs,  and  quickly 
buries  its  beak  deeply  into  the  poor  creature's  body. 
Nor  will  the  "  boatman  "  relax  its  hold  until  it  has 
extracted  all  the  nutriment  it  can.  N.  glauca  will 
also  feed  upon  tadpoles,  small  frogs,  and  flies, 
placed  upon  the  surface  of  the  water.  Sometimes 
it  will  content  itself  with  a  worm  or  a  piece  of  raw 
meat  suspended  in  the  right  position.  As  this 
insect  is  able  and  wiUing  to  use  its  beautiful  and 
interesting  wings,  the  vessel  in  which  it  is  confined 
should  always  be  kept  covered.  On  no  account 
should  the  Water-Boatman  be  placed  in  the  same 
aquarium  with  fish.  At  night-time  occasionally  it 
makes  a  curious  noise.  The  larva  can  be  distin- 
guished from  the  full-grown  insect  by  its  shorter 
body,  its  unseasoned-looking  colour,  and  its  want 
of  wings. 

Notonecta  maculata  is  generally  regarded  as  a 
variety  of  N.  glauca.  It  may  be  kno-\vn  by  a 
blackish  band  across  the  lower  part  of  the  body  and 
by  its  spotted  back — hence  its  specific  name. 

The  insects  belonging  to  the  genus  Corixa  are 
more  abundant  and  less  rapacious  than  the  species 
of  Notonectce,  and  they  are  quite  as  interesting  and 
ornamental  in  the  aquarium.  They  are  often 
wrongly  called  Water- Boatmen,  from  which  they 
may  be  quickly  distinguished,  not  only  by  their 
sliape,  but  by  their  swimming  with  their  backs 
uppermost.  These  creatures,  unhke  the  Notonecta, 
do  not  remain  for  any  length  of  time  near  the  surface 
of  the  water.  Tliey  spend  most  of  their  life  either 
hunting  for  food  or  clinging  to  the  stones  or  weeds  at 
the  bottom  of  the  pond  or  ditch  in  which  they  live. 
Of  course  they  frequently  have  to  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  a  fresh  supply  of  air.  It  is  quite 
surprising  how  many  insects  of  this  genus  one  may 
sometimes  capture  with  a  single  sweep  of  the  net. 
They  are  not  able  to  swim  so  quickly  as  the  Water- 
Boatman.  There  are  more  than  twenty  species  of 
Corixa  found  in  British  waters,  but  some  of  them 
are  taken  only  in  Scotland,  and  others  in  brackish 
water,  such  as  the  ditches  near  Gravesend.  They 
are  all  more  or  less  interesting  in  the  aquarium, 
where  they  may  be  kept  much  more  easily  than  the 
Notonectce.  The  head  of  a  Corixa  is  rather  curious  ; 
it  is  convex  in  front  and  very  concave  behind,  and 
it  is  attached  apparently  so  shghtly  to  the  thorax 
that  there  always  seems  a  danger  of  the  creature 
becoming  decapitated.  Indeed,  I  have  not  seldom 
found  Corixce  in  the  aquarium  floating  about 
dead  and  minus  their  heads.  The  creatures  take  in 
a  fresh  supply  of  air  by  coming  up  to  the  surface  of 
the  water  in  such  a  way  that  the  top  of  their  heads 
and  the  upper  part  of  their  thoraces  are  slightly  out 
of  the  water,  and  then,  bending  their  heads  down- 
wards and  upwards,  they  enclose  some  air,  wliich  is 
conducted  to  the  breathing-holes  beneath  their 
bodies.  During  summer  the  bottoms  of  shallow 
ponds  may  be  seen  literally  swarming  with  small 
species  of  Corixa,  which  are  continually  coming  to 
the  surface  of  the  water  for  oxygen.  Corixce  have 
wings,  which  they  frequently  use.  The  upper  part 
of  their  bodies  is  flat,  and  in  many  of  the  species  is 
ridged.  While  in  the  aquarium  Corixce  are  much 
more  easily  provided  with  food  than  the  Notonectce, 
for  they  will  readily  content  themselves  with 
garden-worms  or  pieces  of  raw  meat.  They  are 
very  good  scavengers.  I  have  kept  a  great  many 
Corixce  for  a  long  time,  and  I  have  never  seen  them 
attack  fish,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  they  would  not 
do  so  if  starved.  They  will  occasionally  prey  upon 
each  other.  The  Corixce  make  quite  a  distinct 
noise  as  they  knock  their  heads  against  the  sides  of 
the  aquarium  in  which  they  are  confined. 

Corixa  Qeofjroyi  (Fig.  170)  is  the  largest  and  about 
the  commonest  species  of  the  Corixce.  It  is  about 
^in.  long,  and  the  upper  part  of  its  body  is  a  kind 
of  dark  brown,  minutely  spotted  with  yellow,  with 


the  exception  of  the  thorax,  which  is  marked  with 
transverse  black  and  yellow  lines.  These  spots  and 
lines  cannot  well  be  seen  without  the  help  of  a 
magnifying  glass.  The  legs  are  also  yellow,  with 
the  exception  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  posterior 
pair,  which  are  about  the  same  colour  as  the  insect's 

Fio.  170.    Corixa  GEorrRoyr. 

back.  C.  Geoffroyi,  like  Notonecta  glauca,  has  a 
fringe  of  hair  round  the  extremity  of  its  body. 

C.  Sahlbergi  is  more  abundant  than  the  preceding 
species,  which  it  resembles  in  appearance,  but  it  is 
about  half  the  length  and  less  than  half  the  width 
of  its  greater  relative.  This  insect  will  five  for  a 
long  time  in  an  aquarium,  where  it  will  give  very 
little  trouble. 

Besides  the  above,  C.  striata,  C.  mooMa,  and  C; 
fossarum  are  the  commonest  members  of  this  genus, 
the  different  species  of  which  are  very  diflBcult  to 
distinguish. 

Besides  the  Notonectce  and  the  Corixce,  there  are 
other  members  of  this  family,  such  as  Plea  minu- 
tissima,  closely  related  to  the  former,  and  the 
Cymatice  and  Sigarce,  allied  to  the  latter,  which 
may  be  kept  in  the  aquarium,  but  which,  I  think, 
give  more  trouble  to  feed  and  to  keep  than  most 
aquarium  owners  would  care  to  bestow  upon  them, 

CHAPTER  XIV. 
Larv^  of  Water-Flies. 
Certain  rather  fragile-looking  insects  may  be  seen 
in  summer-time  flying,  apparently  -with  difficulty 
to  themselves,  over  the  surface  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  fresh  water,  or  may  be  found  concealed 
among  the  weeds  and  trees  gro-nincr  on  its  banks. 
These  insects  are  commonly  called  Caddis  Flies. 
They  are  very  hke  moths,  with  unusually  long 
anteimse.  Their  chief  colours  are  either  brown  or 
black.  Some  of  them  are  as  much  as  2in.  across 
their  expanded  wings,  and  these  (the  large  insects) 
generally  fly  at  night.  A  few  of  the  Caddis  Fhes  are 
so  much  like  moths  that  it  is  no  easy  matter  to 
make  a  distinction.  However,  as  a  rule,  the  former 
may  be  distinguished  from  the  latter  by  remember- 
ing that  the  wings  of  the  Caddis  Fly  are  covered 
more  or  less  closely  with  a  kind  of  hair,  while  those 
of  the  moth  are  adorned  with  powder-Hke  scales  ; 
hence  the  one  is  a  trichopterous  (Gr.  tTirix.  a  hair, 
and  pteron,  a  "ning)  insect,  and  the  other  a  lepi- 
dopterous  {lepis,  a  scale,  and  pteron,  a  wing).  The 
Caddis  Fly  can  also  be  known  from  a  moth  by  its 
antennae  and  mouth  organs.  Its  antennse  are  pro- 
portionately longer  than  those  of  a  moth,  are  carried 
more  horizontally,  and  are  fihform  or  thread-hke, 
whilst  those  of  moths  are  generally  plumose  or 
feathery. 

The  females  of  the  Caddis  Fly  deposit  their  eggs 
upon  stones  near  to  or  half  in  the  water,  upon 
aquatic  plants,  or  even  occasionally  under  the  water 
itself.  The  eggs  are  enclosed  in  a  gelatinous  enve- 
lope, and  hatch  in  a  few  days.  The  young  larvae, 
remain  in  the  glutinous  mass  for  a  short  time  before 
they  venture  to  brave  the  dangers  of  their  watery 
world.  They  are  elongated  and  more  or  less  cylin- 
drical in  shape,  and  of  a  yellowish-white  colour. 
Their  bodies  are  soft,  with  the  exception  of  the  head 
and  the  thoracic  segments,  which  are  horny.  They 
have  branchial  filaments,  placed  either  in  bunches 
or  singly  (according  to  the  species)  on  the  sides  of 
their  bodies,  six  legs,  and  strong  jaws.  These 
insects,  which  are  in  themselves  so  defenceless, 
would  soon  fall  victims  to  fish  and  other  aquatic 
animals  were  they  not  endowed  with  an  instinct 
which  makes  them  about  the  most  interesting  in- 
habitants of  the  fresh-water  aquarium.  Under  the 
influence  of  this  instinct,  they  build  for  themselves 
houses,  portable  in  most  cases,  but  stationary  in 
others,  in  which  they  are  more  or  less  secure  from 
the  attacks  of  their  numerous  enemies.  These 
houses  are  formed  in  various  shapes,  and  are  made 
of  various  materials,  according  as  a  rule  to  the 
species  of  the  larvce  which  constructs  them.  Some- 
times the  materials  depend  to  a  great  extent  upon 
the  locality.  The  caddis-cases,  as  they  are  generally 
called,  are  made  of  pieces  of  stick,  leaves,  sand, 
small  stones,  shells  of  molluscs,  moss,  rushes,  seeds, 
and  the  hke.  These  cases  are  formed  either  of  all 
one  kind  of  substance  or  of  two  or  more  different 
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kinds.  But  whatever  material  is  used,  the  larvse 
generally  manage  to  make  these  places  of  refuge  of 
the  same  specific  gravity  as  the  water,  so  that  they 
may  have  no  difficulty  in  moving  from  place  to 
place.  The  insects  fasten  their  building  materials 
together  by  the  help  of  a  viscous  secretion,  which 
on  exposure  hardens  into  a  kind  of  silk.  The  insides 
of  the  caddis  cases  are  also  lined  with  this  silk-like 
substance.  The  larvae  are  able  to  cling  most  tena- 
ciously to  their  tubes  by  means  of  small  hooks 
placed  at  the  extremity  of  their  bodies,  by  the  third 
pair  of  legs,  which  are  often  longer  than  the  rest, 
and  in  many  species  by  the  help  of  three  smaller 
humps  situated  upon  the  first  segment  of  the  soft 
part  of  their  bodies.  So  firmly  indeed  will  these 
creatures  hold  to  their  cases  that  an  attempt  to 
forcibly  drag  them  out  would  only  end  in  their  being 
pulled  in  half,  or,  at  any  rate,  in  their  death.  But 
they  may  easily  be  dislodged  by  inserting  the  stalk 
of  a  leaf  or  a  very  thin  piece  of  stick  into  tlie  end  at 
which  is  the  extremity  of  the  insect.  This  part  of 
the  tube  is  generally  of  smaller  diameter  than  the 
other,  and  the  animal  will  nearly  always,  after  a 
little  tickUng,  evacuate  its  fortress.  Sometimes  the 
larvae  will  voluntarily  leave  their  cases,  but  whether 
they  have  been  driven  out  of  their  homes,  or  have 
left  of  their  own  accord,  they  will  generally  return 
to  them  upon  the  first  opportimity. 

{To  be  continued.) 


FUETHEE  NOTES  ON  THE 
AMEEICAN  METHOD  OF  BAIT- 
CASTING.   

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  footnote  to  my 
article  re  "  American  Method  of  Bait-Casting  "  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  2,  I  wish  to  state  that 
the  intended  purposes  of  the  devices  referred  to 
were  fully  understood  and  appreciated  by  me,  and 
I  most  emphatically  deny  having  had  any  desire  to 
"  laugh  at "  them.  The  sentiment  they  inspired 
was  more  of  compassion  than  mirth,  for  which 
reason  I  suggested  that  our  method  should  be  in- 
vestigated. Min.d,  I  simply  proposed  this  in  the 
hope  that  it  would  be  done  in  the  near  future  in  the 
interest  of  the  sport.  In  Ueu  of  any  better  tools  the 
contrivances  referred  to  may  answer  the  purpose 
after  a  fashion,  but  what  sensible  angler  would  not 
welcome  more  convenient  and  practical  mpthods  if 
such  were  obtainable  ? 

You,  sir,  make  the  positive  statement  that  the 
extremely  Ught  baits  these  contrivances  are  in- 
tended to  cast  "  cannot  overcome  the  vis  inertioe  of 
any  red.  The  pull  is  not  sufficient  to  start  the  reel 
unless  great  force  is  used."  This  contention,  which 
includes  an?j  reel,  is  a  Uttle  too  sweeping,  and  cannot 
be  verified,  and  proves  how  Uttle  our  best  bait- 
casting  reels  are  known  over  there,  as  the  very 
small  weight  necessary  to  overcome  the  vis  inertice  is 
one  of  the  principal  features  in  which  they  excel. 
^.The  weight  required  to  overcome  the  vis  inertice  of 
the  Talbot  reel  shown  in  the  cut  in  my  article  is  only 
7gr.,  and  a  similar  reel  of  smaller  size  of  the  same 
maker  that  I  possess  requires  less  than  4gr.  This 
reel  holds  100yds.  of  finer  Une.  With  the  larger  of 
these  reels  baits  or  lures  of  Joz.  or  over  may  be  cast, 
and  with  the  smaller  reel  those  shghtly  under  ;^-oz. 
can  bo  successfully  and  easily  cast  any  distance 
necessary  under  ordinary  fishing  conditions. 

You  ask  if  "  the  |oz.  rubber  frog  was  the  whole 
weight  cast,  or  was  there  a  lead  sinker  as  well."  The 
total  weight  was  exactly  |oz.,  this  being  all  included 
in  the  rubber  frog,  which  was  tied  directly  to  the 
line.  When  the  weights  cast  either  in  tournament 
contests  or  in  practice  over  here  are  mentioned  they 
mean  Vna  total  weight  projected,  and  that  only. 

In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Scotford  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Oot.  31,  endorsing  one  of  these  casting  devices,  he 
states :  "  I  triad  the  new  caster  yesterday  on  the 
Pittvillo  Park  water,  and  after  making  a  few  casts 
T  found  it  much  easier  to  cast  from  than  with  any 
spinning  reel  I  ever  used,  as  with  a  2oz.  weight  no 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  out  40yds.  of 
line  with  a  light  trout  spinning  rod."  Surely  this  is 
not  a  specimen  of  the  "  extremely  light  baits  "  your 
footnote  refers  to.  It  was  cast  only  40yds..  and 
this  more  easily  than  with  any  spinning  reel  the 
performer  ever  used,  and  probably  required  the  use 
of  both  hands.  At  our  last  tournament  the  winner 
in  joz.  (total  weight)  singlc-liand  bait-casting  con- 
test won  under  very  adverse  conditions  by  a  cast 
from  the  reel  of^lI3ft„  this  being  within  7ft.  of  the 
above. 


Although  the  reel  is  the  most  important  factor, 
much  of  the  success  of  our  method  of  bait-casting  is 
due  to  the  large-diameter  agate  guides  now  in 
general  favour  These  can  now  be  had  for  about 
75  cents  each  (about  3s.  in  English  money).  Some 
of  the  dealers  charge  as  much  as  $1.25,  or  about  5s., 
for  the  same  article.  The  agates  not  mounted  cost 
in  small  quantities  about  25  cents,  or  2s.  each.  These 
are  all  made  somewhere  in  Germany,  and  a  very 
heavy  duty  has  to  be  paid  out  of  these  prices.  It 
seems  only  reasonable  that  such  guides  could  bo 
produced  over  there  where  there  would  be  no  duty 
to  pay  for  a  price  that  would  put  all  others  for  bait- 
casting  purposes  entirely  out  of  the  market. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  me  to  go  over  to  show 
you  "  how  to  do  it,"  as  the  most  inexperienced 
angler,  provided  he  be  equipped  with  suitable  tackle, 
can  get  very  satisfactory  results  with  very  little 
practice. — Yours  truly,  C.  G.  Levison. 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  U.S.A.,  Jan.  15,  1904. 


AN  AUTUMN  OUTING  ALONG  THE 
SUSQUEHANNA  EIVEE. 


RAMBLING  MENTION  OF  A  TYPICAL  DAY. 


Light  through  summer  foliage  stealing. 
Shedding  a  glow  of  such  mild  hue, 
So  warm  and  yet  so  shadowy  too. 
As  make?  the  very  darkness  there 
More  beautiful  than  light  elsewhere. 

— Moore. 

The  angler  or  canoeist  who  fishes  and  camps 
upon  this  river  is  interested  in  far  more  than  the 
number  of  bass  that  he  can  get  from  the  Susque- 
hanna and  the  weight  of  the  catch.  More,  he  finds 
that  he  is  practically  always  sure  of  enough  fish 
to  eat,  and  his  growing  preference  is  to  catch  no 
more  than  that.  He  sometimes  tires  of  dwelling 
on  the  excitement  of  each  fight  after  the  strike, 
and  gets  to  regard  all  words  about  such  an  experi- 
ence as  commonplace.  So  he  joys  in  the  motion 
of  the  canoe,  and  prefers  listening  to  the  voices  of 
the  water  and  foliage,  gossiping  with  natives, 
chatting  with  landlords  and  storekeepers ;  and 
notes  the  endless  talk  on  topics  that  engross  the 
attention  of  villagers — like  horse  trades,  local 
elections,  or  hearing  one  house  owner  tell  how 
mean  his  neighbour  is  (he  will  tell  that  sometimes), 
and  then  getting  a  like  frank  opinion  of  that  neigh- 
bour about  the  other  man;  He  exchanges  the 
river  news  with  fellow  campers  and  canoeists,  finds 
fault  with  the  local  cigars,  prowls  into  houseboats, 
and  takes  an  interest  in  the  garden  patches  being 
tended  by  women,  gets  the  boys  to  catch  frogs  and 
minnows  for  his  bait  can  or  minnow  pail,  uses 
up  his  films  in  dozens  of  snaps  at  charming  bits 
of  scenery,  and  beaches  his  canoe  at  some  spring 
and  dawdles  on  the  flat  of  his  back  on  some  bar 
of  gravel  or  plot  of  grass,  and  almost  refuses  to 
breathe  out  of  sheer  laziness  as  he  smokes  and 
looks  up  at  the  sky.  He  watches  the  paddles  and 
the  equipage  of  clothing,  tents,  and  spare  shoes 
or  rubber  boots  of  which  the  canoe  is  half  full, 
and  cares  for  the  sleeping  blankets  and  rubber 
mattresses,  hampers  of  provisions,  folding  cots, 
guns,  and  fishing  rods. 

And  always  the  environment  in  its  loveliness  is 
around  him  to  talk  to  him  through  his  eyes. 
It  is  a  perpetual  harvest  of  the  eye.  Not  one 
moment  is  the  light  over  the  water  and  hills  just 
like  that  of  the  previous  instant,  for  always  there 
is  an  indescribably  delicate  and  tender  change 
going  on  for  ever.  Clouds,  shadows,  diffused  and 
reflected,  as  well  as  direct  lights,  endleps  forms  and 
shades  of  colour  !  There  is  every  shade  of  yellow, 
orange,  and  red  in  the  eastern  sky  during  sunrises. 
On  hillsides  are  not  only  varying  hues  of  green, 
but  browns  and  umbers.  Around  birch  trees  are 
greys  and  whites,  separate  and  blended.  And  as 
the  sportsman  watches  and  studies  the  water  run- 
ning over  pebbles,  he  begins  to  reahse  that  he  sees 
them  far  less  than  the  defining  shadows  that  are 
about  them. 

And  he  comes  to  know  that  the  reflections  along 
the  still  pauses  of  the  stream  are  lighter  or  darker 
than  the  objects  reflected  in  exact  proportion  as 
those  objects  are  lighter  and  darker  than  the  water 
that  reflects.  And  if  the  canoeist  is  also  a  skilled 
landscape  photographer,  or,  better  yet,  an  artist 
who  uses  paints  on  canvas,  he  will  begin  to  see 
the  tone  in  views,  richness,  and  mellowness  of 
effect,  limpidity,  and  transparence,  whether  in 
earth,  air,  sky,  or    water.    Even   then,  as  any 


oculist  knows,  no  two  men  will  see  alike,  for  no 
two  eyes  are  just  alike  in  bilancj  and  vision.  He 
will  talk  of  the  foregrounds  of  weeds,  plants,  rich- 
toned  and  broken  banks  of  earth,  stumps,  riverside 
vegetation.  Viewed  with  real  sight,  these  weeds 
along  the  shore  are  mot  trifling  and  me»n.  Even 
Titian  loved  to  paint  columbine  and  blue  iris  in 
foreground,  just  as  Fra  Angelico  painted  the  wood 
sorrel. 

So  as  he  watches  and  studies,  dumb,  not  seeking 
any  words  to  tell  of  his  impressions,  and  his  sight 
gets  into  a  state  of  perpetually  passing  in  rejection 
from  subtle  effects  of  colour  and  form  in  landscap  > 
to  what  is  yet  more  delicate  and  subtle,  until  his 
new-trained  and  awakened  sense  brings  acquaint- 
ance with  things  the  casual  beholder  would  not 
observe  at  all.  Habits  and  haunts  of  birds  and 
animals,  endless  moods  of  lights  and  shadows, 
structure  and  causes  of  the  contours  and  masses 
of  hills  and  banks,  all  will  become  objects  of  con- 
centrated attention.  He  is  not  reading  about  these 
things  in  books,  but  is  right  with  them  as 
actualities.  Rocks  and  their  structure,  lichens, 
mosses,  and  colourings,  even  rotten  woods,  skurry- 
ing  of  squirrels  and  chipmunks,  that  scold  and 
jerk  out  protests  at  the  invasion  of  their  domain, 
births  of  the  dragon-fly  and  mosquito,  gathering 
of  delicate  water  algae,  mystery  of  life  in  not  only 
himself,  but  in  all  the  woods  and  waters  around — 
all  this  is  woven  into  the  day,  and  realised  even 
while  he  may  be  thumping  a  comrade  for  splashing 
water  on  him  or  vowing  that  there  is  no  decent 
smoking  tobacco  on  the  whole  river.  Here  is  a 
sample  dialogue:  — 

"  Say,  look  at  that  mistiness  up  there  over  those 
hills.". 

"  Yes,  about  five  miles  off.    Wish  I  could  paint 
it  just  as  it  is."- 

"  Well,  rather,  you  would  be  immortaL'-' 

"Say,  again,    don't  you  know  that's  an  old 
chestnut  ?  .Give  us  something  new." 

"  Very  well.  Lost  my  comb  last  Thursday,  an' 
haven't  brushed  or  combed  for  a  week,  or  washed 
for  that  matter,  only  jny  hands. "- 

"  Well,  here's  a  secluded  bar.  Let's  run  up  on 
the  point  of  it  and  wash  our  paddling  suits,  and  let 
'em  dry  in  the  hot  sun  while  we  have  a  swim."- 

"  Keno !  Good  scheme !  Look  out  and  keep 
under  the  water  or  you'll  lose  a  square  mile  of  skin 
off  your  back." 

After  two  hours  of  bathing,  with  their  washed 
clothas  dry  enough  to  don,  and  buckle  and  button 
up,  they  swap  yarns  about  an  imaginary  sweet- 
heart— one  Ruth,  who  is/  not  real,  but  only  a 
cognomen  bestowed  upon  those  who  are  to  be  best 
girls.  And  they  go  back  to  the  sheltered  shore 
where  comrades  have  pitched  the  little  tents,  to 
be  reprimanded  for  staying  away  and  shirking  all 
the  camp  work  ;  eat  their  supper,  smoke  again  as 
the  sun  sinks  behind  the  hills  far  away,  and  the 
crests  on  the  skyhne  seem  capped  with  fire.  Then, 
a  gathering  around  the  little  camp  fire,  swapping 
of  yarns,  plans  for  the  morrow  ;  and  as  the  beds 
are  spread  and  the  campers  are  getting  sleepy,  one 
of  them  bawls  to  the  others  : — 

"  Even  that  frog  across  the  river  has  a  sweet- 
heart. Hear  him  holler,  '  R-u-t-h  !  R-u-t-h  ! '  Say, 
stop  firing  shoes  at  me.  Do  not  despise  the  humble 
frog.    We  are  descended  from  monkeys  ourselves." 

That  starts  a  discussion  until  nearly  midnight 
about  Darwin,  Huxley,  and  Spencer,  and  one  of  . 
the  fellows,  who  has  taken  a  blanket  and  made  a 
sneak  out  into  the  bushes  to  get  some  sleep,  is 
hunted  up  and  asked  for  his  opinion  about  it  all,  : 
and  whether  he  used  to  dwell  in  a  fish  ages  ago, 
and  what  his  opinion  is  about  Pan  and  the  nymphs, 
satyrs  and  faun?  ;  and  so  the  night  hours  go  until  . 
Momus  will  not  be  denied,  and  the  last  man  awake  -. 
closes  the  tent  and  mumbles  : — 

"Goin'  ter  try  fur  that  jack  salmon  in  the 
momin'.  Saw  the  great-grandfather  of  'em  all 
over  in  the  eddy,  more'n  five  feet  long."  ~ 

Then  snores,  and  the  bats  come  closer  in  their 
flight ;  and  that  tramp  of  the  dark  skies,  the  night  1 
hawk,  flies  and  baoms  far  overhead;  and  the  river 
flows  on,  telling  its  endless  story,  and  faint  night 
winds  stir  the  trees,  and  rumbles  of  thunder  far 
away  presage  a  coming  storm.  Arcturus  and 
Antares  glow,  and  the  late  moon  rides  high  and 
then  sinks  and  shortens,  and  then  lengthens,  the 
shadows  of  the  boots  standing  just  outside  the 
tent,  from  which  a  muffled,  sleepy  protest  is  liable 
to  come:  — 

"  Misery,  he's  snored  half  the  night ;  now  I'll 
open  the  flap  of  his  tent  and  let  in  a  few  mos-  , 
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quitoes ;  and  he  can  lie  awake  while  I  have  my 
turn  at  sleeping ! 

And  through  his  dreams  he  hears  a  slowly 
increasing  hum  and  rumble,  and  a  swift,  easy 
click  of  car  wheels  from  across  the  river,  as  the 
Lehigh  Valley  train  rushes  past,  and  he  realises 
how  closely  he  is  in  touch  with  civilisation,  yet 
right  with  the  wild  and  lovely  in  nature.  Those 
train  lights  are  now  veiled  by  the  heavy  downpour 
of  rain  that  drives  him  back  to  the  blankets  and 
induces  sleep,  as  the  big  drops  fall  like  a  deluge  of 
buckshot  on  the  canvas  tent,  and  give  a  new 
sensation.  Right  with  the  storm,  yet  secure  from 
it.  It  is  living  over  again,  in  accented  vividness, 
those  childhood  nights  when  he  slept  in  the  attic 
of  the  farmhouse,  and  loved  to  listen  to  that 
"  patter  of  the  soft  rain  on  the  roof,"  whose 
hypnotism  of  sound  is  so  strong  that  it  has  been 
sung  by  poets  and  set  to  music. 

And  finally,  a  wet,  cool,  slowly-prepared  break- 
fast, with  canoes  to  sponge  out,  and  rubber  coats 
and  boots  to  overhaul,  and  grumblings  at  the 
weather,  and  a  waning  enthusiasm  which  is  kindled 
to  flame  as  if  the  rain  were  oil  by  the  arrival  of 
the  one  camper  who  has  had  the  courage  to  go 
a-fishing  while  breakfast  was  being  prepared,  and 
who  returns  with  two  jack  salmon.  Camping  and 
canoeing  have  their  hardships,  and  compensations 
as  well  as  joys.— L.  F.  Brown  in  Shooting  and 
Fishing.: 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning^ 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Tliames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  The  change- 
able weather  which  has  again  been  strongly  in 
evidence  during  the  week  has  not  tended  to 
improve  sport.  Roach  and  pike  have  fed  poorly  as 
a  rule,  and  when  the  temperature  changed  cn 
Wednesday  rain  fell  also,  which  soon  put  a  little 
extra  colour  into  the  water.  Still,  the  river  this 
(Thursday)  morning  was  in  very  fair  order,  and  there 
is  every  ch  nee  of  getting  fair  takes  of  roach  and 
chub.  I  regret  to  have  to  record  the  pad  death  of 
a  Ttiames  professional  fisherman — Alfred  Lavey, 
aged  52,  of  (i.  West  Grove-villas,  W^alton.  Deceased 
had  been  a  gardener,  but  had  latterly  followed  tho 
occupation  of  a  Thames  fisherman.  No  doubt 
owing  to  tho  inclement  weather  and  the  changeable 
condition  of  tho  water,  business  hag  been  bad,  and 
this  must  have  upset  him,  for  his  body  was  found 
in  the  backwater  at  Walton ;  he  had  left  a  card, 
his  coat  and  hat  in  one  of  S.  Rosewell's  punts, 
and  the  writing  on  the  card  indicated  suicide.  At 
the  inquest  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "found 
drowned,"  as  there  was  no  evidence  as  to  tho  state 
of  his  rnind;  but  in  reply  to  tho  coroner  the  jury 
said  they  were  agreed  that  it  was  a  case  of  suicide, 
and  they  handed  their  f(;o^  to  tho  widow.  A  ques- 
tion has  for  some  tirne  past  boon  before  tho  Board 
of  tho  Thames  Conservancy  with  regard  to  fences 
having  been  erected  by  a  landowner  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Hurley  to  prevent  access  to  a  bridge 
(which  is  defective,  and  tho  ownership  of  which  is 


disputed)  leading  from  Hurley  village  to  the  lock. 
The  Conservators  on  Tuesday  decided  to  intimate 
to  the  landowner  in  question  their  willingness  to 
repair  the  bridge  if  he  will  remove  the  fences.  A 
statement  was  laid  before  tho  Board  showing  that 
during  tho  month  of  December,  1903,  tho  daily 
average  flow  of  water  over  Teddington  Weir  was 
3537  milhons  of  gallons  after  the  water  companies 
had  taken  an  average  daily  supply  of  108  millions 
of  gallons.  On  Monday  there  was  an  exciting  chase 
of  an  otter  at  Kingston,  off  the  Queen's  Promenade. 
The  otter  was  a  largo  one,  and  about  251b.  or  301b., 
and  Mr.  W.  Wright,  who  first  saw  it  near  Mr.  B. 
Pope's  boathouse,  had  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  sport 
endeavouring  to  calch  it,  but  the  otter  escaped. 
This  is  the  first  time  an  otter  has  been  seen  at 
Kingston  for  seven  or  eight  years. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley).— Although  the  water  has  been 
in  very  fair  condition  during  the  past  week,  sport 
has  been  very  poor.  Perhaps  the  very  changeable 
weather  has  had  something  to  do  with  the  fish  not 
feeding  well.  On  Jan.  21  Mr.  A.  Parrott  took  151b. 
of  roach,  and  Mr.  Hawes,  fishing  the  Loddon  waters 
with  W.  Vaughan,  took  wx  jack,  best  fish  61b.  On 
Jan.  24  Mr.  W.  E.  Colgrove,  fishing  with  J.  J  ames, 
took  three  chub  weighing  81b.,  and  a  patron  of 
G.  Vaughan  took  six  chub  from  l-|lb.  to  21b.  each. 
The  bank  fishermen  did  very  badly ;  some  never 
had  a  fish,  while  the  best  take  I  could  hear  of 
was  a  bag  of  about  51b.  The  recent  rains  will  no 
doubt  upset  condition  of  the  water  again,  so  that 
prospects  for  the  week-end  are  not  promising. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

 (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire). — Some  very 

fine  pike  have  been  taken  during  the  last  fortnight 
—lOlb.,  14!b.,  ar.d  one  201b.,  a  splendid  fish,  which 
leaped  hke  a  salmon  ;  fortunately,  our  tackle  was 
the  best.  Chub  and  roach  fishers  have  been  doing 
well.  A  .31b.  trout  was  also  caught  and  returnfcl, 
although  it  wa^  in  lovely  condition  considering  the 
sea?on.  The  river  around  St.  John's  Bridge  is  in 
first-rate  order;  the  floods,  which  never  were  so 
bad,  have  quite  subsided.  Good  accommodation 
close  to  the  river,  punts  and  everything  necessary. 
— Chas.  Powell. 

Avon  (Ring-wood).- The  river  has  been  yielding 
splendid  sport  during  the  past  week.  On  Jan.  23, 
Mr.  G.  L.  P.  Polden,a  well-known  local  angler,  took 
fourteen  pike  weighing  one  hundredweight,  the 
largest  16^1b.  Mr.  S,  Stone  has  also  had  some  very 
good  sport  with  the  roach,  taking  b  tween  sixty  and 
seventy  pounds  weight  in  two  days,  the  largest 
weighing  Iflb.  Salmon  fishing  opens  on  Tuesday 
next,  Feb.  2,  and  the  prospects  are  very  good. 
Several  salmon  have  been  seen  in  the  lower  reaches, 
and  should  the  mild  weather  continue  a  good  fish 
or  two  ought  to  be  accounted  for  on  the  opening 
day.— M.  W.  Hayteb. 

Black-water  (Maldon,  Essex).— During  the  past 
week  some  anglers  have  been  successful  with  roach 
from  Beoleigh  and  Speeney  waters.  The  sport  with 
jack  has  not  been  brisk.  On  Jan.  24  I  saw  about  a 
dozen  fishing  for  pike  from  Beeleigh  to  Hoe  Mills, 
and  only  three  small  fish  were  taken.  Anglers 
fishing  the  Langford  waters  on  Jan.  24  had  a  fair 
amount  of  sport  with  roach. — F.  Keen. 

Bottisham  Iiocks  (Waterbeacli).  —  Since  my 
last  report  unpropitious  weather  had  the  effect 
of  deterring  anglers  from  seeking  sport  among  the 
pike  and  coarse  fish  in  genera],  but  a  change  this 
Wednesday  (Jan.  27)  to  mild,  spring-like  weather 
has  set  in  ;  with  the  water  in  good  condition,  anglers, 
no  doubt,  will  be  again  tempted  out  in  groat  force. 
— John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  river  is  still 
in  flood.  Very  recently  over  twenty  shags  were 
killed  on  the  river,  and  it  is  now  conjectured  that 
these  birds  have  been  thinned  out.  Recent  figures 
that  have  been  published  show  that  from  a  financial 
point  of  view  last  season  was  an  exceedingly  good 
one. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Financially  the  Exe  has 
exceeded  all  previous  records,  the  principal  rise  in 
the  revenue  being  from  salmon  and  trout  rod 
licences.  This  is  exceedingly  gr  itifying,  and  goes 
far  to  show  that  the  Exe  i5  well  able  to  hold  its 
own  as  a  good  salmon  and  trout  stream.  Ninety- 
three  rod  licences  for  salmon  were  issued.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  total  sum  realised  for  salmon 
caught  on  the  river  during  the  past  season  exceed? 
£4000.  Tho  experiments  for  providing  a  better 
passage  for  the  fish  at  Pyne's  Weir  have  not  been  so 
successful  as  was  anticipated. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  weather  still 
continues  very  unfavourable  for  sport,  and  except 
a  few  small  pike  and  perch  in  the  Exe  near  the  city, 
and  in  the  canal  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Lime 
Kilns,  very  little  has  been  done.  At  Exmouth, 
Me83r.i.  R  Mostyn  and  White  have  taken  about  a 
score  of  pollack  on  two  occasions  with  the  fly,  and 
the  first-nanaed  angler  also  caught  a  _fine  mullet, 
over  3lb.,  in  the  docks. — Red  Palmer, 


Lea  and  Tributaries.— With  the  weatlior  still 
unsettled,  sport  has  again  proved  uncertain,  although 
roach  have  been  feeding  rather  bettor  than  last 
week,  and  the  pike  have  also  been  on  the  move  at 
times.  Too  late  to  record  tho  catch  in  my  previouw 
report,  nows  reached  mo  of  some  good  sport  with 
piko  in  a  preserved  uj)por  reach  of  tho  I^ea,  where 
Mr.  F,  Shane  and  a  friend,  of  St.  Albans,  captured 
between  thorn  8 lib.  of  those  fiah,  including  one  of 
151b.  8oz.,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  a  taxidermist. 
Tho  Hertford  waters  have  yielded  a  number  of  good 
class  roach.  As  an  instance  of  the  number  of  small 
pike  in  the  Lea,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  tho 
Hertford  district  one  angler  while  perch  fishing  with 
rninriow  landed  seven  undersized  pike.  Anglers 
visiting  the  Stort  have  caught  some  roach.  More 
rain  is  falling  as  I  write. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominrter). — Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  in  nice  order  for  angling, 
being  clear  and  a  fair  level,  and  the  weather  was 
good  for  fishing  until  Tuesday,  when  rain  began  to 
.  fall  heavily  and  continued  on  Wednesday  ;  the 
rivers  are  now  getting  coloured  and  are  rising,  and 
the  prospects  for  fishing  are  bad  at  present.  At  the 
end  of  last  week  a  few  anglers  were  out;  sport  was 
not  brisk,  but  a  few  fish  were  taken.  The  Pinsley 
is  getting  coloured  and  rising.  Fishing  prospects 
unsettled  at  present. — Gwynne. 

Itxigg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  too  high  and  dirty  for  fishing,  and  the 
weather  is  very  discouraging,  constantly  changing, 
though  dull  and  disagreeable  mostly  prevail.  It  is 
raining  at  the  time  of  writing  (6.30  p.m.,  Jan.  27), 
and  has  been  almost  continuously  for  the  past 
twenty-four  hours.  Glass  very  low,  sinking  ;  wind 
south-west,  light.  Grayling  are  fast  going  out  of 
condition. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborongh). — Pike  fishing  was  excellent 
at  the  end  of  last  and  beginning  of  present  week, 
and  some  capital  sport  was  had.  The  best  and 
heaviest  pike,  weighing  12ilb.,  was  captured  at  the 
Feiry  by  Mr.  McGardene'r.  The  next  best  were 
101b.  6oz.,  caught  by  Mr.  E.  Stickson,  also  at  the 
Ferry,  and  101b.  3oz.,  by  Mr.  Ream,  at  the  Lynch, 
where  he  also  got  two  others,  the  heaviest  weighing 
61b.  Mr.  Hiles  also  secured,  near  Peterborough 
Bridge^  a  fine  roach  scaling  lib.  8foz.,  also  a  nice 
chub  of  lib.  3|oz.-— E.  A.  S. 

Onse  (Brandon,  Suifolk). — The  river  is  in 
fair  condition.  On  Tuesday  some  jack  were  taken, 
from  5lb.  to  lOlb.  There  is  every  prospect  of  good 
sport  if  the  water  keeps  in  the  condition  it  is  now. 
Boats  and  baits  can  be  obtained  on  application  to 
Rolph,  Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. — A.  Rolph. 

 (Holywell  Perry). — The  river  is  now  in 

the  best  of  condition,  and  we  are  getting  some  very 
nice  takes  of  pike,  largest,  during  the^week,  how- 
ever, only  91b.,  but  plenty  of  sport,  as  they  have 
been  feeding  well  the  last  few  days;  now  is  the 
time  for  roach  anglers  to  visit  here,  and  they  are 
sure  to  be  rewarded  with  good  takes  of  large  ones 
on  the  ledger  with  lobs. — A.  Scajrd. 

 (St.  Neots,  Half  Moon  Hotel).— Water 

clearing  nicely  and  in  good  condition,  but  nothing 
taken  since  last  week  as  very  few  have  been  out  iu 
consequence  of  inclement  weather. — F.  Beesox. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech.).  —  For  several  days,  and  up  to  Monday  last, 
we  have  had  sharp  frosty  nights  with  days  of  bright 
sunshine,  and  which  was  duly  taken  advantage  of 
by  anglers  in  search  of  grayling,  who  succeeded  in 
landing  several  very  fine  specimens  of  these  fish, 
and  in  good  condition.  Many  fair-sized  pike  have 
also  been  taken  from  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  and 
good  baskets  of  chub  and  other  coarse  fish.  OnMonday 
another  decided  change  for  the  worse  took  place  in  the 
aspect  of  affairs.  Rain  has  fallen  heavily  and  still 
continues  at  frequent  intervals,  and  although  as 
yet  there  is  not  much  appreciable  change  in  the 
state  of  these  rivers,  great  feaxs  are  entertedned  that 
the  heavy  downfall  of  rain  will  result  in  £inother 
serious  flood. — Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bnres,  Suffolk). — AVater  in  splendid 
condition  for  all  kinds  of  angling,  and  baskets, 
especially  of  roach,  have  increased  accordingly. 
Some  good  fish  up  to  lib.  lloz.  have  been  cap- 
tured and  a  large  number  over  lib.  One  angler  on 
Jan.  24  had  171b.  of  good  roach  out  of  the  Tannery 
swim,  where  most  of  the  best  fish  have  been  taken, 
gentles  or  worm  being  the  best  bait.  The  weather 
to-nisht  (Wednesday)  is  very  rough  and  unsettled, 
which  may  again  upset  the  water,  but  without  a  lot 
of  rain  the  water  should  be  in  good  condition  for 
Jan.  31.— W.  T.  Balnbridge. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  -  Easterly 
winds,fog,  and  rain  has  been  the  weather  experienced 
during  the  week.  Rivers  have  somewhat  fined  down, 
and  the  canal  at  Chichester  is  a  shade  too  bright.  A 
few  pike  have  besn  captured  from  the  Ouse,  a  nic^ 
fish  of  6|lb.  is  the  heaviest  notified.  A  few  Cices- 
trians  have  fished  the  Rother.  Mr.  Baiden  secured 
a  nice  pike  of  lUb.  Mr.  Faith  a  brace,  of  olb.  and 
31b.  respectively,  and  Mr.  Fowlerjiooked  and  landed 
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11  fish  of  about  51b.,  but  while  adiiiu'uig  his  catcli, 
"  Esox  Lucius"  gave  a  spring  and  returned  to  his 
element,  breaking  the  tacCle  and  leaving  the  angler 
lamenting.  Another  heavy  fish  was  hooked,  but 
broke  away.  From  the  canal  at  Chichester  n  few 
pike  have  been  taken,  one  fish  of  5|lb.,  and  some  of 
l^lb.  A  perch  of  21b.  was  taken  near  Donnington. 
The  Rother,  from  Selham  to  Fittlewoi  th,  holds  some 
good  pike.  The  scenery  alone,  to  the  artist  angler, 
will  well  repay  a  visit. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  had 
gone  down  and  cleared  and  was  running  in  good 
order  for  fishing  up  to  Tuesday  midday,  when  there 
came  a  sudden  change  in  the  weather  and  heavy 
rain  was  had,  which  has  caused  the  river  to  become 
stained;  it  is  now  rising,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week 
will  ba  muddy.  At  the  end  of  last  week  the 
weather  was  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a 
lair  number  of  rods  were  out  and  used  worm, 
uiaggot,  and  grasshopper.  The  unusually  mild 
weather  has  brought  a  large  number  of  duns 
out  and  the  fish  aro  sporting  at  them.  Fly 
fishing  has  been  tried  and  a  few  grayling  landed. 
Fishing  in  the  water  above  Burway,  an^  angler  with 
worm  landed  some  very  nice  chub,  dace,  and 
perch  last  week.  Pike  have  been  on  the  feed,  and 
some  fair  fish  landed  with  live  bait.  The  rain 
coming  has  spoiled  fly  fishing,  just  as  tlie  water 
was  in  order,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  sport 
being  liad  for  a  few  days.  The  Ony,  Corve,  C'iun, 
and  Ledwyche  have  been  running  in  order,  but  are 
now  getting  muddy  and  rising  quickly,  and  pros- 
pects bad  for  sport. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbnry). — The  Teme  in  this  district  was 

running  clear  and  a  nice  level  for  a  few  days,  and 
the  weather  was  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out  after 
the  grayling,  but  a  sudden  change  took  place  on 
Jan.  2(i :  rain  fell  all  night  and  on  Jan.  27,  and  the 
rivor  is  now  muddy  and  rising  rapidly,  and  all 
prospects  of  fly  fishing  are  over  for  some  days. 
Before  the  rain  a  few  anglers  were  out,  and  one  or 
two  nice  grayling  were  landed,  the  fish  being  in  nice 
condition.  There  will  be  little  chance  of  fishing 
next  week  as  weather  appears  settled  for  wet. — 
Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neigliboiiringr 
Rivers,— There  has  been  very  little  fishing  done 
during  the  past  week,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  our 
rivers  are  running  full  of  snow  water.  On  Tuesday 
two  Newcastle  anglers  had  a  day  on  the  Glen  with 
a  poor  result,  the  river  being  out  of  condition  for 
good  grayling  fishing.  Some  good  creeis  of  codling 
have  been  taken  between  Tynemouth  and  Whitley 
Bay.  I  am  told  that  for  the  last  few  days  thera  has 
been  a  large  quantity  of  codling  about  our  coast. 
Permits  and  licences  for  the  River  Coquet  and  Tyne 
can  be  obtained  from  me. — Henry  A.  Murton, 
Northern  Anglers'iResort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-strcet, 
Newca-tle-on-Tyne. 

Tore,  Swale,  V7harfe,  Nidd,Derweut.  Onse.  etc. 
(Torks), — All  the  Yo]k3hire  streams  have  b  en 
running  low,  but  the  weather  has  been  very  mild, 
with  showers.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore 
very  few  anglers  have  been  out  at  Hawes,  Red- 
mill,  and  Askrigg.  Lower  down  in  the  Wensiey 
length  I  have  met  with  very  fair  spnrt  on  an 
afternoon.  On  Monday  afternoon  I  found  the 
grayling  well  on  the  feed,  and  in  a  couple 
of  hours'  fishing  from  the  bank  I  caught  twelve 
nice  fish.  If  anyone  had  been  on  the  water 
sooner  and  been  wading,  coald  have  filled  a 
pannier.  I  have  met  with  very  few  anglers  in  the 
districts  of  Miduljhara  and  Danby.  At  Masham  and 
Tanfield  ang  ing  has  been  s  mewhat  quiet.  A 
few  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Ripon  length, 
but  sport  on  the  whole  has  been  quiet.  Very  little 
has  bejn  done  at  Boroughbridge  and  My  ton.  Pike 
fishing  has  not  been  so  good  as  one  might  exprct  in 
the  rivers.  I  hear  in  the  canals  at  Ripon  and 
Pocklington  a  few  small  ones  have  been  takf>n 
with  live  bait.  The  Wharfa  has  been  in  good 
trim,  and  fair  sport  has  been  met  with  at 
Burnsall,  Addingham,  and  Ilkley.  A  few  lods 
have  been  seen  out  between  Otley  and  Poo  e. 
At  Harewood,  Woodhall,  and  Collingham  some  very 
niue  sport  has  been  met  with  the  grayling  and  dace. 
Very  little  has  been  doing  on  the  upper  reaches.  I 
hear  some  nice  sp  irt  has  been  met  with  on  the 
length  at  Knaresborough  and  Ribston.  A  few'pike 
fishermen  have  been  out  at  Cattal.  On  Jan.  23,  Mr. 
W.  Oliver  had  two  nice  pike.  The  Swa'e  has  been 
patroiiised  by  very  few  anglers  at  Richmond,  Easby, 
and  Catteiick  Bridge.  Several  rods  have  been  out 
in  the  districts  of  Morton  Bridge  and  Aindcrby. 
Sport  on  the  whole  has  only  been  moderate.  Very 
lew  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Rye,  Costa,  and 
Pickering  Bi  cks  of  lato.  The  Derwent  lias  also  been 
poorly  patroni-icd  during  the  last  week  or  two.  V'ery 
little  boon  doing  on  any  of  those  streams.  Rain  is 
falling  on  the  bi  Is  at  iho  time  of  writin^',  and  th  re 
fore  imoth  ;r  fre.ihot  probable. — .John  F.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station  str^-et, 
Lejiis. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Deverou  (Banffshire). — On  the  river  Deveron 
there  has  been  experienced  a  most  favourable 
spawning  season.  Very  little  disease  has  been 
apparent.  Perhaps  rather  more  dead  fish  than 
usual  were  to  bo  seen  in  the  upper  waters,  but  they 
were  chiefly  of  the  male  sex.  The  fine  form  in 
which  the  river  has  been  in  has  already  allowed 
clean  fi.sh  to  be  well  up,  and  some  have  been  seen 
at  a  good  distance  from  the  sea.  There  are  very 
good  prospects  for  spring  rods,  and  it  has  to  bo 
noted  that  ever  since  the  removal  of  the  dykes  at 
Duff  House  fishing  by  rods  has  cverj'  year  become 
better.  Last  season  the  total  number  of  fish  killed 
by  the  rod  was  over  1200.  The  different  sections 
along  the  course  of  the  river  have  been  well  let, 
engagements  having  been  made  in  October  last, 
^rhe  .salmon  fishing  opens  on  Feb.  1 1 ;  but  on  the 
open  water  at  Huntly  not  till  April  1.  The  trout 
fishing  will  commence  on  March  1.— H.  W. 

Iioch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel). — Fishing  from  this 
hotel  on  Jan.  21,  Mr.  Mitchell  landed  two  salmon, 
241b.  and  151b.;  Mr.  Wright,  two,  161b.  and  171b. 
On  Jan.  22,  Mr.  Mitchell,  one,  191b.;  Mr.  Wright, 
one,  231b.  On  Jan.  23,  Mr.  Wi  ight,  one,  181b.  On 
Jan.  25,  Mr.  Patmorc,  one,  181b.  On  Jan.  20,  Mr. 
Walters,  one,  181b.  On  Jan.  27,  Mr.  Dick,  one, 
131b.;  Mr.  Watson,  one,  161b.  Loch  fishing 
splendidly. — H.  Kntcjut. 

Iiyon  (Fortiugall;, — On  Fortingall  Hotel  water, 
on  Jan.  21,  Mr.  A.  C.  Johnson,  London,  had  a 
salmon,  191b.  On  .Jan.  26,  the  same  gentleman 
had  another  of  231b.  On  Jan.  27,  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie,  London,  two,  201b.  and  15lb, — R. 
Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland. — The  opening  prospects  on 
the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron,  Spey,  and  mo.st  northern 
waters  which  are  freed  of  the  legal  close  time  on 
Feb.  11  are  excellent.  On  the  Dee  at  Aboyno 
clean  fish  were  noted  in  the  pools  two  weeks  ago, 
60  that  Glentana.  Cambus  O'May,  and  Ballater 
reaches  should  all  yield  clean  fi  h  on  the  opening 
days.  Inspector  Duncan  and  his  staff  have  been 
kept  very  busy,  for  the  waters  are  now  getting  low, 
and  poaching  more  easily  accomplished.  Clean  fish 
were  reported  on  Friday,  Jan.  22,  at  Alford  on  the 
Don,  and  all  the  way  right  down  tha  pools 
are  well  stocked  with  fine  spring  fish.  The 
Don  has  been  steadily  coming  tu  the  front  again 
as  a  spring  salmon  river,  and  when  a  good  head  of 
fish  gets  over  the  dykes  before  the  nets  are  on  a 
cer  ain  amount  of  sport  is  a  certainty.  The  Ythan 
and  Ugie  do  not  open  till  Feb.  25,  on  wliich  date 
the  North  and  South  Esks  are  also  freed  of  the 
legal  fetters  of  the  close  time.  The  netting  season 
on  most  Scotch  waters  opens  on  Feb,  II,  a  few 
stations,  such  as  the  Ythan  and  Ugie  districts,  and 
some  west  coast  localities,  being  somewhat  later. 
The  tacksmen  are  looking  forward  to  a  good  start, 
although  in  most  cases  a  close  season  suits  them 
better,  at  least  till  near  the  opening  day.  With  the 
fine  weather  of  last  week  the  asa,  angler  was 
tempted  out,  and  some  good  baskets  of  cod  and 
haddock  have  been  made. — G.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  has  been  in  excellent  order 
d VI  ing  the  past  week,  and  very  fair  salmon  angling 
has  been  obtained.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the 
principal  takes  reported  : — Islamouth  Beat. — 
Messrs.  H.  J.  Turner  and  R.  J.  Younger,  fishing 
this  water  on  Jan.  20,  had  one  salmon  of  221b.,  and 
on  Jan.  22  had  one  of  161b.  The  same  gentlemen, 
fishing  Stobhall  beat  on  Jan.  21,  landed  one  fish  of 
14lb.  ,  and  on  Jan.  23  another  of  261b.  Lower 
Cargill. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Jan.  21,  Mr.  G. 
Eadie  killed  a  fish  of  151b.,  and  on  Jan.  26  Mr.  A. 
Robertson  had  one  of  181b.  Upper  and  Lower 
Stanley. — Mr.  Alex.  Heyder,  fishing  this  water  on 
Jan.  20,  landed  throe  fish  of  181b.,  16lb.,  and  lllb. ; 
on  Jan.  22,  two  of  141b.  and  IClb. ;  on  Jan.  23,  two 
of  251b.  and  201b. ;  on  Jan.  25,  one  of  171b;  on  Jan  26, 
one  of  lyib.  Benchill. — Fishing  this  beat  on  Jan.  23, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hairy  Anderson  killed  two  fish  of 
201b.  and  151b.  Dblvine  Water. — Mr.  J.  Letham 
on  Jan.  21  landed  three  fish,  of  161b.,  181b.,  and 
24ro.,  and  on  Jan.  22  the  boatmen  killed  three  fish 
of  171b.,  181b.,  and  181b.  Upper  Reaches  : 
Dalguise  Water. — Mr.  John  A.  Park,[fishing  this  beat 
on  Jan.  21,  kil'ed  two  fish  of  191b.  and  161b.,  and 
on  Jan.  23  one  fish  of  19|lb.  ISIr.  Park  has  landed 
since  the  opening  of  the  fishing  sixty-three  kelts. 
Upper  Dunkeld. — On  Jan.  25,  Mr.  Park's  boatmen 
caught  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  141b.  Grandtully 
Beat. — Mr.  Geo.    Scott,    Eastertyre,  fishing  this 


TuouT  Ki.lKS.— The  trout  season  is  fast  ai)j)roacliing,  and 
anjilers  shoiil'l  now  have  their  roils,  reels,  and  waders  overhauled. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  greater  care  can  hu  given  in  overhauling 
than  durinsc  the  husy  season,  and  ample  time  can  be  allowed  for 
the  varnish  to  luu-den  thoroughly.  Klies  to  pattern  should  also 
be  ordered  now.  The  greatest  care  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Anglers  in  the  habit  of  dressing  their  own 
Mies  should  now  secure  their  material  Selections  can  be  made 
uji  to  suit  the  re<|uiremenl8  of  salmon  or  trout  fly  dressers. — 
.1.  K.  MiLLBii  (Telephone 2001),  Northern  Anglers' DepOt,  19,  New 
Statlon-streot,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


water  on  Jan.  22,  had  one  fish  of  16ilb.,  aiicf  on 
Jan.  25  another  of  131b.  Tummel:  Faskally 
Water. — Mr.  H.  McGregor,  on  Jan  22,  landed  one 
fish  of  131b.,  and  on  .Jan.  23  another  of  16lb.,  and 
Mr.  Simpson  one  of  15lb.  Loch  Tay, — On  Killin 
Hotel  leservod  water  Mr.  J.  Saville-Patmore,  on 
Jan.  20,  landed  three  fish  of  2.5Ib.,  241b.,  and  17Ib., 
and  on  Jan.  28  one  of  181b.  Mr.  Mitchell,  on 
Jan.  21,  had  two  fish  of  241b.  and  151b.,  and  on 
Jon.  22  one  of  19lb.  Mr.  Wright,  on  Jan.  21,  killed 
two  fish  of  161b.  and  171b.  ;  on  Jan.  22,one  of  131b,  ; 
and  on  Jan.  23,  another  of  181b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Etne  and  Bundrowes  River  (co.  Donegal),— 

The  past  spawning  season  has  been  a  very  success- 
ful one  on  all  the  tributaries  of  both  of  the  above 
rivers,  particularly  of  the  Erne,  where  there  was  a 
much  larger  stock  of  fish  on  the  spawning  grounds 
during  the  last  season  than  has  been  for  several 
years  before.  The  angling  season,  both  for  net 
and  rod  fishing,  opens  on  the  Bundrowes  river 
on  j  Feb.  1,  and  prospects  cf  sport  are  very  good 
for  the  early  season,  as  during  the  past  foi'tnight 
a  good  number  of  fresh  run  spring  salmon  werp 
continually  sporting  in  the  pools  of  the  river, 
and  a  fair  ijuantity  of  fresh  run  salmon  have 
already  run  through  the  river  into  the  lake  (VIelvin). 
The  river  at  time  of  writing  is  in  good  fishing  ply, 
and  the  weather  very  moderate  for  the  season  of 
the  year. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Cnrraue  etc.  (Waterrille,  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  water  is  in  nice  angling  order,  and  as  spring 
salmon  are  coming  up  in  good  numbers,  the  pros- 
pects for  the  opening  day  (Feb.  1)  are  very  good. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Shannon  and  Longh  Derg  (Eillaloe), — Amongst 
anglers  all  is  expectation  as  to  how  angling  matters 
will  shape  on  the  opening  day.  It  may  be  that  no 
springers  will  be  brought  to  boat  or  bank  on 
that  particular  day,  but  "the  year  is  long,"  as  the 
late  Major  Traheme  u.sed  to  say.  I  would  advise 
intending  visitors  toKillaloe  to  get  their  rods,  flies, 
etc.,  in  order,  as  war  with  the  salmon  and  trout  is 
declared. — S.  J,  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell),  —  Salmon  angling 
opens  here  on  Feb.  1.  The  spawning  season  has  been 
a  remarkably  good  one  in  the  tributaries,  as  well  as 
in  the  main  river.  The  various  stretches  promise  to 
ba  in  fine  order  for  the  opening  day.  The  river  has 
fallen  graduallv  for  past  week. — John  Enbight  & 
Sox. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs, — Splendid  sport  has  been  had  at 
whiting.  On  Jan  20  six  boats,  fishing  near  Horse 
Island,  had  the  following  takes  : — No.  1  boat,  450  : 
No.  2  boat,  450 ;  No.  3  boat,  408  ;  No.  4  boat,  395  ; 
No.  5  boat,  372;  and  No.  6  boat,  355.  On  Jan.  21 
nine  boats  went  out,  and  the  average  take  was 
about  350  fish.  On  Jan.  22  nine  boats  were  out, 
this  time  fishing  inside  the  Hoghead  in  an  extended 
line  to  nearly  the  centre  of  the  bay.  They  had  the 
following  captures  of  whiting : — No.  1  boat,  505  ; 
No.  2  boat,  459  ;  No.  3  boat,  410;  No,  4  boat,  400; 
No.  5  boat,  400  ;  No.  6  boat,  387  ;  No.  7  boat,  380 ; 
No.  8  boat,  372 ;  No.  9  boat,  370.  On  Jan.  23  nine 
boats  were  again  out  in  ihe  same  locality,  and  the 
takes  were  equally  as  good.  On  Jan.  25  the  weather 
got  a  little  wild,  and  the  sea  became  too  rough  for 
angling  about  2  p.m.  In  the  morning  four  boats 
out  had  respectively  150,  139,  130,  and  127  whiting 
in  about  three  hours.  Since  then  the  sea  has  been 
rough  and  the  weather  rainy,  and  sea  fishing  is 
suspended.  With  reference  to  all  the  above  scores  it 
is  better  to  mention  that  there  were  from  four  to  five 
anglers  in  each  boat.  The  baits  used  were  principally 
mussels. — T.  J.  D. 

Penzance,— Good  sport  w-ith  wliiting  and  gur- 
nard :  catches,  eleven  score  fair  size  whiting  and  a 
lot  of  gurnard  down  per  boat ;  also  an  odd  ling  or 
cod.  Since  Monday,  weather  rough,  and  no  chance 
for  boats  to  get  to  sea. — J.  H.  Rovve  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth  — The  weather  has  been  more  favour- 
able during  the  week  for  the  pier  anglers,  but  I 
don't  think  very  many  ha^■e  avaUed  themselves  of 
it.  Some  baskets  of  from  five  to  six  dozen  smelt 
have  been  taken  in  the  docks,  and  they  seem  to 
frequent  the  gnlley,  where  the  w-aste  water  comes 
out  from  the  engine-room  of  the  saw  mills,  the 
water  I  expect  being  a  trifle  warmer.  School  bass 
are  plentiful  around  the  wharves,  in  Stonehousc 
pool,  and  Devonport,  but  more  particularly  off  Sii- 
John  Jackson's  qiiaya  and  Bull  p  .lint.  The  steai  1 1 
trawlers  have  been  doing  fairly  well  on  the  distant 
grounds,  and  the  hook  and  line  boats  have  not 
been  pursuing  their  usual  mode  of  fishing — they 
prefer  to  go  after  the  herrings  and  mackerel  ;  the 
bays  being  so  foul  on  account  of  no  trawling,  they 
are  obliged  to  go  so  far  out  to  sea  for  the  fislu  The 
sooner  the  bays  are  open  again  for  fishing  the 
better  for  all  classes  of  fish  and  fishermen. — 
William  He.\rder  (B.S,.'\.S.). 
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Jlssociaiiotts,  etc. 


Anqlers'  Benevolent  Societv. 
The  competition  held  at  Windsor  in  October  last 
has  resulted  in  £21  os.  3d.  bjing  handed  to  the 
society,  and  the  committee  tenier  their  hearty 
thanks  to  Messrs.  Abrahams,  Woodward,  Levein, 
Moore  and  othars  for  their  kind  efforts.  Con- 
sidering the  deplorable  weather  the  result  is  most 
gratifying.  I  have  a'so  to  acknowledge  tlu  receipt 
of  £3  1/3.  from  the  Brunswick  Brothers,  and  10s. 
from  the  Bloomsbury.  At  the  last  committee 
meeting  two  applications  were  conside.-qd  and  £11 
g.-ant3d. — W.  H.  Barber. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 
With  Mr.  E.  Hyde  in  the  chair  on  W^ednesday, 
business  and  the  agents'  reports  having  been  dis- 
posed of.  Dr.  Patterson  recalled  to  the  members' 
notice  the  caution  he  gave  when  the  oyster  scare 
was  discussed  as  to  the  necessity  of  further  bic- 
teriological  investigation  bsfore  interfering  unduly 
with  a  large  industrj-,  and  urged  the  members  to 
peruse  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  just 
issued  fully  bearing  out  his  statement.  The  chair- 
man remarked  upon  the  size  of  a  fine  cod  he  had 
inspected — length,  51  Jin.  ;  cleaned  weight,  501b. 
Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  gave  an  interesting  series  of  demon- 
strations as  to  how  to  make  tackle  with  a  roaring 
blow-lamp,  a  vice,  pliers,  and  other  tools.  He  went 
through  a  complete  repertory  of  the  art.  Disavow- 
ing any  desire  to  spoil  the  tackle-makers'  trade,  he 
yet  contended  that  a  good  sportsman  ought  to  be 
able  to  make  his  tools.  Manifold  useful  knots  and 
bends  were  made  in  full-  sight  of  the  audience,  and 
a  board  framing  specimens  thereof  in  different 
coloured  Une  was  presented  by  him  to  hang  on  the 
walls.  Some  discussion  ensued  on  minor  points 
between  him  and  Dr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Kemp,  and  the 
chairman,  and  votes  of  thanks  duly  passed.  On 
Feb.  3  a  paper  will  he  read, by  Dr.  A.  Litton  Forbes, 
"  Some  Fishing  Xotes  on  North- West  Ireland." — 
H.  P. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  will  take  place 
on  Monday  next,  Feb.  1,  at  9  p.m.,  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 
City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  well  attended  meeting  was  held  at  the  Broad- 
street  Restaurant  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Robert 
Snare  presiding.  Many  members— including  Messrs. 
Beamont,  Fosbrooke,  Haynes,  Higgs,  Hollands, 
and  Snare — gave  accounts  of  recent  fishing,  but 
results  generally  were  inconsiderable.  Two  gentle- 
men were  formally  accepted  as  members,  a  nomina- 
tion being  also  made  for  future  election.  A  nice 
addition  of  three  books  was  mado  to  the  library, 
and  the  donor,  "Old  Izaak"  of  the  People,  was 
awarded  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks.  The  next  item 
in  the  programme  was  a  great  surprise  to  the 
hon.  secretary  (Mr.  Bentley),  as  without  previous 
intimation  or  warning  he  suddenly  found  himself 
listening  to  a  very  nicely  expressed  laudatory 
speech  by  the  chairman,  and  diractly  afterwards 
was  the  proud  possessor  of  a  very  handsome 
case  with  inscription,  containing  a  beautiful 
"smoker's  outfit"  in  massive  silver  and  amber, 
which  Mr.  Snare  handed  to  him  as  "a  token  of 
appreciation  of  services  rendersd  ts  the  C.L.P.S., 
and  of  th3  esteem  'in  which  he  was  held  by  his 
fellow  members."  Needless  to  say,  Mr.  Bentley 
returned  his  very  sincere  thanks  for  the  handsome 
gift,  and  in  a  few  words  expressed  the  groat  pleasure 
he  felt  at  their  very  kindly  appreciation.  Mr.  John 
Hurren  (hon.  curator)  then  proceeded  to  read  a 
very  able  and  interesting  'paper  on  the  "  Fishing 
Results  of  1903."  Although  the  paper  was  but  a 
short  one,  it  was  crammed  with  useful  information. 
-A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  the  lecturer. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
The  Grasham  Bohemian  concert,  held  in  the  York 
room  of  the  Manchester  Hotel,  under  the  presidency 
of  Mr.  .1.  T.  Emery,  on  Tuesday  last,  was  a  most 
f;njoyahlo  function.  That  it  should  have  proved 
eminently  successful  is  only  what  might  have  been 
expectsd,  seeing  that  the  musical  arrangements  wore 
in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  F.  A.  Gray  and  the  chair- 
man. One  very  pleasing  feature  was  that  members 
and  their  friends  found  certain  tables  allotted  them, 
and  this  seemed  to  give  general  satisfaction.  A 
very  full  prograramD  was  commenced  shortly 
after  eight,  and  song  and  recitation  succeede  I 
eaih  other  with  commendable  promptitude.  Mr. 
F.  Rainbow  sang  "The  Veteran's  Song"  (Adams) 
in  capital  style,  and  was  succeeded  by  Miss 
Ernily  Unwin,  who'charmcd  all  present  by  her  ren- 
dering of  "  There's  a  Land  "  (Allitsen),  and  later  on 
by  the  sympathetic  singing  of  "Kathleen  Mavour- 
necn."  Miss  M.  Savage  sang  "Angus  Macdonald" 
end  "The  Enchantress  "  in  a  very  pleasing  manner. 


"  Take  a  Pair  of  Sparkling  Eyes  "  (Sullivan)  by  Mr. 
H.  Stockwell  deservedly  gained  an  encore.  Mr. 
P.  Tarling  (an  old  Gresham  favourite)  added 
largely  to  the  succeis  of  the  evening  by  his 
humorous  songs,  and  Mr.  A.  Edwards  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  very  efficient  way 
in  which  he  gave  the  two  cornet  solos,  "  Down  the 
Vale"  and  "When  Shadows  Fall."  Mr.  Walter 
Walter's  "  Mr.  McSnaughton's  Recitation "  and 
"  There's  Nothing  in  It  "  were  two  of  the  funniest 
and  mo  it  side-splitting  piene,  of  the  evening. 
Messrs.  Walter,  James,  and  Edward  Allen  a'so  con- 
tributed to  the  evening's  enjoyment,  as  did  aho 
Mr.  James  Carroll,  who  played  with  great  effect  a 
couple  of  violin  solos.  The  .ringing  of  the  National 
Anthem  brought  to  a  close  a  delightful  evening. — 
Hon.  Sicc. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
A  great  amount  of  important  business  was  dis- 
posed of  at  our  meeting  on  Jan.  27,  when  Mr.  P.  .1. 
Jagels  presided.  Messrs.  C.  L.  Scholefield  and  A. 
Smith  fished  off  the  finaljfor  the  club  championship 
on  our  Barford  fishery  last  week-end.  The  water 
was  gin  clear  and  the  takes  most  disappointing,  but 
both  contestants  fished  with  the  greatest  persever- 
ance, and  Mr.  Seholefield,  who  took  two  dozen 
roach,  best  fish,  lib.,  proved  the  winner.  Although 
he  failed  to  win  the  championship,  Mr.  Smith 
set  up  what  may  be  deemed  a  record.  He 
brought  home  among  his  take  a  pike  which 
showed  signs  of  life,  and  upon  being  placed  in  a  tub 
it  quite  recovered,  and  is  now  alive  and  well.  Con- 
sidering that  he  travelled  on/he  London  and  South 
Western,  this  is  really  noteworthy.  Members  who 
wish  to  compete  in  the  vice-presidents'  match  are 
requested  to  send  in  their  names  forthwith,  as  the 
teams  are  rapidly  reaching  their  limit.  Tfie  only 
reports  of  fish  worthy  of  record  are  Mr.  S.  Stone, 
351b.  of  roach,  best  lib.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Westrup,  from 
our  Barford  fishery,  several  pikelets,  and  some  good 
class  roaeh  up  to  lib.  8oz.--G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  society  was 
held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Monday  evening, 
when  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  members. 
Mr.  C.  Butler  took  [thej  chair,  and  the  following 
gentlemen  were  elected  as  officers  for  the  present 
year  : — President,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  ;  vice-president, 
Mr.  Edward  J.  Walker;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  Robert 
C.  Blundell ;  hon.  solicitor,  :Mr.  Graham  Gordon ; 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy ;  assistant 
secretary,  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt;  hon.  librarian  and  curator, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf ;  committee,  Messrs.  H.  W. 
Ansell,  T.  H.  Bacon,  F.  G.  Bridgman,  C.  H.  By- 
waters,  W.  Edmonds,  W.  G.  Fletcher,  :E.  K.  Fore- 
man, H.  Gibson  Poo'e,  H.  T.  Sheringham,  H.  P. 
Thompson,  Frank  Ward,  and  Captain  A.  E.  Hay  wa-d 
Pinch  ;  auditors,  Messrs.  R.  Bradford  and  H.  E.  W. 
Johnson ;  house  committee  (Newbury),  Messrs.  R. 
Bradford,  C.  H.  Bj'^waters,  C.  Stallibrass,  and  Frank 
Ward.  The  only  important  change  in  officers  has 
been  the  retirement,  through  ill-health,  of  Mr.  R.  S. 
Fennings,  the  president.  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  formerly 
vice-president,  has  taken  his  place,  and  Mr.  Edward 
J.  Walker  the  post  filled  by  the  last-named  gentle- 
man. A  special  letter  was  ordered  to  be  written  to 
Mr.  Fennings,  who  for  many  years  took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  society's  work,  he  being  one  of  its  oldest 
and  most  respected  members.  Great  satisfaction 
was  expressed  that  the  society  were  able  to  secure 
such  well-known  and  trusted  members  as  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown  for  the  new  president — for  years  he  filled  to 
the  great  satisfaction  of  all  the  post  of  vice-president 
— and  Mr.  Edward  J.  Walker,  a  capable  gentleman 
and  true  sportsman,  to  fill  the  position  formerly 
occupied  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown.  Several  alterations 
were  made  in  the  society's  rules.  Country  members 
(who  subscribe  a  guinea  only)  are  accepted  provided 
they  do  not  reside  within  fifty  (instead  of  one 
htmdred)  miles  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  nor 
within  the  same  distance  of  any  of  the  society's 
fisheries.  The  hon.  treasurer's  accounts  were  duly 
passed  and  other  formal  business  transacted.  It 
may  be  mentioned  that  fishing  is  alljwed  on  any 
and  every  day  now  on  the  Uxbridge  water,  and  in 
the  May  Fly  time  there  is  no  restriction  as  far  as 
the  Kennet  is  concerned  as  to  the  number  of  days 
a  member  may  fish.  On  Monday,  Feb.  1,  Mr.  Der- 
went  Wood  will  give  a  demonstration  in  "  Fish 
Casting"  at  the  weekly  meeting.  A  largo  gathering 
of  members  and  friends  is  expected,  as  the  enter- 
tainment will  be  of  absorbing  interest  to  all  fishermen 
alike. — Hon.  Sec. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. 

Will  secretaries  kindly  forward  their  returns  re 
tickets  for  the  Windsor  Competition  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, so  that  the  distribution  of  prizes  at  the  Stock- 
well  A.S.  can  be  arranged  for.  Clapham  Juniors 
and  South  West  Piscatorials  duly  received. 
Don't  forget  the  Duchess'  visit  on  Thursday, 
Feb.  4.— A.  G.  SsuTH,  Hon.  Sec. 


LiVEUt'OOL  ANGrvINO  ASSOCIATIO.V. 

There  was  a  good  attendance  at  the  anrmal  moot- 
ing of  this  a.s.sociation,  hold  a*- the^hoadquartorH,  the 
Stork  Hotol.  The  balanc3-8heot  was  verv  s  itisfac- 
tory,  old  debts  paid,  £15  spent  in  stockin:^,  and  a 
respeotabio  ba'ance  brought  forward.  Tw3nty-two 
members  were  added  during  th'i  yea^.  Two 
hundred  two-year-old  rainbow  trout  from  the 
Wyrcsda'e  Fishery,  and  200  la-go  ro.ifjh  fro-n 
Mr.  Ford,  Caistor,  had  been  turned  inUj  the 
Knowsloy  water,  which  w  )uld  also  have  200  [largo 
perch  from  Mr.  Ford.  Tho  aswciation  has  been  a'lili- 
ated  with  the  Provincial  Angling  Association,  from 
whom  travelling  conce+sions  can  be  obtained.  '  Tan 
officers  for  1904  were  eleeted  as  follows  :  President, 
Dr.  J.  C.  Brarlshaw;  vice-president,  Mr.  T.  Saxon; 
chairman,  Mr.  R.  Whittington;  vice-chairman, 
Mr.  G.  C.  Raper  ;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  A.  H.  Hughe*  ■ 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  H.  L.  Goldsmith  ;  auditor',  Mri 
J.  McG  )wan  ;  librarians,  Messrs.  Raper  and  Stable ; 
committee,  Messrs.  Heard,  J.  Pennington,  G.  Pierce, 
R.  Roberts,  T.  M.  Siram,  T.  White,  and  Mr.  H.  B. 
Stable.  With  resfard  to  the  further  closing  after 
March  15  of  the  Knowsley  water,  it  wm  decided  to 
allow  fishing  from  April  1  to  June  15,  all  coarse  fish 
to  be  returned. — Hv.  L.  Goldsmith,  Hon.  Sec. 
White  Swan  Piscatorials,  Birmi.vgham. 
(Affiliated  with  the  Provincial  Association.) 

The  first  dinner  in  connection  with  t'ne  above 
society  was  held  at  the  club  head:juarterH,  the 
White  Swan  Hotel,  Edmund-street,  Birmingham, 
on  Saturday  evening  last,  when  upwards  of  fifty 
members  sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast  nrovided 
by  Host  Procter.  The  president,  Mr.  H.  W.  Miller, 
occupied  the  chair,  suoported  by  the  vice-presidents, 
Messrs.  A.  Lacy  and  B.  Bennett.  In  responding  to 
the  toast  "  Our  Society,"  the  president  pointed 
out  the  rapid  growth  made  by  the  society.  Started 
in  April,  1903,  with  thirty  members,  its  numbers 
reached  157  by  Dec.  31,  1903,  and  at  the  pre.sent 
time  (Jan.  23,  1904)  there  were  upwards  of  190 
members  on  the  books.  Financially  the  club 
had  reason  to  feel  proud  of  its  position,  as 
although  nearly  eight  miles  of  fishing  had 
been  rented — namely,  a  stretch  of  the  Severn 
at  Bewdley,  a  stretch  of  the  Avon  at  Welford,  and 
another  at  Bredon— sufficient  funds  were  in  hand 
to  pay  the  whole  of  the  society's  liabilities  up  to 
March,  1905.  During  the  evening  presentations 
were  made  to  the  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  Warwick  Bagley) 
and  the  president  (Mr.  H.  W.  JIdler)  for  services 
rendered  in  the  formation  of  the  society,  and  in 
their  official  capacities  since  its  formation.  The 
hon.  sec.  received  a  cheque,  subscribed  for  by  the 
members,  the  president  receiving  a  silk  umbrella, 
presented  by  the  host  (Mr.  W.  Procter,  senr.). 
Songs  were  ably  rendered  by  Messrs.  Pashlev,  Field, 
Tibbenham,  H.  Miller,  Smith,  Oldfield,  and  White- 
house,  and  pianoforte  selections  by  Master  Miller 
and  Mr.  H.  Whitehouse,  a  very  pleas int  evening 
finishing  with  "God  Save  the  King." 


THE  CAUSE  OF  THUXDER. 


We  all  know  that  thunder  is  the  noise  made  by 
the  Ughtning  discharge,  modified  by  conditions  of 
distance  and  reflection.  But  in  what  way  does  the 
electrical  discharge  make  the  noise  ?  Some  recent 
experiments  f  by  Professor  Jolm  Trowbridge,  of 
Harvard,  show  in  a  striking  maimer  that  the  noise 
is  largely  due  to  the  dissociation  of  water  vapour, 
and  they  also  demonstrate  that  the  length  of  such 
discharges  is  greatly  modified  by  the  amount  of 
moisture  present  in  the  clouds.  Says  Professor 
Trowbridge,  in  an  account  of  his  experiments  con- 
tributed to  the  Scientific  American  : — 

"  At  first  sight  it  seems  possible  to  study  the 
spectrum  of  water  vapour  by  causing  electric  sparks 
to  pass  from  one  surface  of  water  to  'another — in 
other  Iwords,  by  emplojdng  water  electrodes.  •  It  is, 
however,"practically  impossible  to  cause  an  electric 
spark  of  high  electromotive  force  to  leap  from  one 
surface  of  a  liquid  to  another.  For  this  reason  it 
is  rare  that  hghtning  strikes  the  surface  of  level  water. 

"  I,  therefore,  having  satiu-ated  two  pieces  of  wood 
with  distilled  water,  wrapped  them  with  cotton 
wool,  which  was  also  heavily  saturated  with  distilled 
water.  When  such  terminals  were  separated  a 
distance  of  fom*  inches,  a  torrent  of  extremely 
bright  sparks  leaped  across  the  interval.  The  noise 
of  the  discharge  was  deafening,  and  the  operator 
was  compelled  to  stuff  his  ears  with  cotton,  and, 
furthermore,  to  wrap  a  heavy  cloth  around  the  ears. 
The  striking  distance  of  the  sparks  was  increased 
by  the  employment  of  the  wet  terminals  from  two 
inches  to  four.  The  deafening  noise  was  probably 
caused  by  the  explosion  of  the  hydrogen  and 
oxygen  gases  produced  by  the  dissociation  of  the 
water  vapom*.  The  noise  of  Hghtning  discharges 
is  doubtless  enhanced  in  the  same  manner  by  tha 
presence  of  great  moisture  in^the  clouds." 
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^offings       f^e  ^ap. 

"  One  shotdd  lei  the  mind  feed  when  it  is  hungry, 
and  on  the  food  for  uhich  it  craves." — G.  Jourdain. 


Fire  !  Yep,  a  terril)le  fire  has  destroyed  Aa'esund, 
in  Norway,  and  rendered  homeless  12,000  people. 
Thos.  Wilson,  Son?,  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Hull,  have 
started  a  fund  to  relieve  the  distress  which  has 
ensued,  and  money,  food,  clothing,  etc.,  will  be 
gladly  received.  Anglers  wlio  have  ploamnt 
rat  morics  of  Norway  need  no  more  than  this  hint. 


Arthur  Robert.?  was  once  introduced  by  a 
manager  thus:  "Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — You  will 
to-night  have  the  beat  comic  singer  in  the  world, 
but  I  shall  have  a  better  one  next  week."'  I  tiiink 
the  Bohemian  concert  given  by  the  Greshani  Club 
on  Tuesday  night  was  both  better  and  best — charm- 
ing ladies,  good  music,  excellent  chairman — ju-t  as 
I  anticipated.  In  another  column  is  a  full  report, 
to  which  I  only  need  add  that  I  enjoyed  a  pleasant 
time,  and  congratulate  all  concerned  on  a  great 
fuccess.  Splendid  songs,  stirring  recitations,  rousing 
comet  solos,  etc.  Mi.ss  Emily  Unwin  and  Miss  Mary 
Savage  were  the  two  lady  vocalists.  I  want  to  hear 
them  figain  —  soon.  Miss  Unwin  made  a  first 
uppearance,  and  met  with  such  appreciation  that  it 
is  safe  to  predict  for  her  a  musical  career.  It  was 
altogether  a  delightful — a  regular  Gresham — night. 


The  Colebrook  Angling  Society,  the  Gerrard 
Arms,  Gerrard-street,  Islington,  N.,  announce  a 
hmoking  concert,  in  aid  of  the  Angler.s'  Benevolent 
Society  Funds,  to  take  place  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  10. 


The  inner  side  of  ev'ry  cloud 

They  say  is  bright  and  shining ; 
So  let  us  turn  ovir  clouds  about 
And  try  to  wear  them  inside  out, 
To  show  the  silver  lining. 


"Every  purchaser  of  Part  VI.  of  "  Great  Masters  " 
^Wm.  Heinemann)  will  be  eager  to  have  Part  VII., 
which  by  this  time  is  on  sale.  The  lovely  repro- 
duction of  works  by  Van  Dyck,  Hals,  Gainsborough, 
and  VVatteau  must  certainly  leave  tiie  subscriber  in 
a  condition  of  "great  expectations"  until  he  gets 
equally  beautiful  pictures  by  Titian,  Van  der  Welde, 
Murillo,  and  Rubens.  To  those  who  have  not  sub- 
scribed to  this  grand  woik  I  say,  "  Send  in  your 
subscription  at  once."  "  Great  Masters,"  it  is  safe 
to  say,  will  go  up  to  a  premium.  The  pictures 
"  cry  out  to  be  framed,"  said  the  PiMishers' 
Circular.  But  we  cannot  all  afford  the  wall  space 
for  so  many  beautiful  pictures.  At  the  low  price  of 
7s.  6d.  or  10s.  6d.  Mr.  Heinemann  supplies  lovely  art 
frames  in  oak,  old  gold,  and  other  patterns.  Eacli 
frame  has  an  ingenious  moveable  back,  so  that  the 
prints  can  be  easily  removed,  and  a  constant  change 
can  be  effected.  Young  people  will  ask  about  the 
pictures.  Read  to  them  Sir  Martin  Conway's 
eloquent  monographs,  and  there  is  "  art  education  " 
for  the  family. 


"Benwyan"  wiites  from  the  "Continong": — 
"  Those  who  '  love  to  see  great  ideas  loom  through  a 
mi-t  of  words  '  will  thank  Mrs.  K.  D.  Wiggin  for 
recording  an  observation  made  in  the  '  land  of 
brown  heath  and  shaggy  wood.'  '  There's  little 
wind  the  day,  sir.  Ye  can  carry  an  umbrella  nicely. 
We're  won'erful  b'essed  in  the  wealhar,  ye  ken!' 
Aib'ins  it  was  a  '  fair  downhadden  '  fisherman  who 
might  have  sa'd  this,  if  it  was  not  the  man  who  gets 
ont  the  weather  reports." 


The  ghost  of  tho  dead  leaves  circle  and  moan, 

In  the  weird  wan  lanes,  and  they  vainly  hark 
Through  the  grave-damp  air  for  their  ))ird-mates 
flown  ; 

But  the  earth  hath  a  way  of  its  own, 
And  under  their  mourufullest  strife 
Its  weariless  winds  are  all  serving  new  life. 

— W.  P.  Redfern. 


Mr.  G.  Quern ey  writes  : — "  Owing  to  the  serious 
illness  of  the  wife  of  one  of  the  mcst  prora'nent 
supporters — Mr.  Poundall — the  annual  dinner  of 
the  Southwtirk  Sea  Anglers  is  poitponed  for  one 
month. 


'  Dr.  VV.  .1.  Simpson  Ladelt,  has  kindly  consented 
to  read  a  paper,  entitled,  "Th<5  Angler's  Friend" 
(with  illustrative  diagrams),  before  the  members  of 
the  Epsotn  Angling  Society  at  their  headquarters, 
Bpread  Eagle  Hotel,  Epsom,  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  10. 
Mr.  F.  W,  Coles,  president  of  the  society,  will  occupy 
the  chair.  The  papor  has  reference  to  the  earth- 
worm, a  subject  f)f  Jntoro<t  to  all^ang'era. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Central  Association  of 
London  Angling  Clubs  it  has  been  arranged  that  a 
competition  will  take  place  at  Windsor  on  Feb.  14. 
It  has  for  its  praisewoithy  object  the  augmentation 
of  the  Central's  Restocking  Fund.  Tho  stamping 
of  tickets,  etc.,  will  be  at  the  George  Hotel, 
High-street,  Eton,  near  Windsor  Bridge.  The 
preliminary  list  of  prizes  promised  is  already  a 
large  one,  and  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped  there  will 
be  a  record  attendance.  May  the  "Central" 
executive  receive  all  the  reward  they  deserve. 
The  circular  from  which  I  cull  this  information 
does  not  state  the  price  of  the  ticket,  but  no  doubt 
it  will  be  the  usual  "nimble"  shilling.  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade,  fi,  Priter  road,  Bermondsey,  will  gladly  give 
further  information  and  supply  tickets. 


CoNOKATULATiONS  have  been  showered  from  all 
quarters  upon  the  conduttors  of  the  Financial 
News  for  the  splendid  twentieth  anniversary 
number  which  appeared  last  Saturday.  It  corn- 
prises  forty  pages  of  special  articles  on  financial 
and  commercial  matters  from  the  pens  of  some  of 
the  most  eminent  authorities  on  the  various 
subjects.  Sir  Lewis  Morris  loads  off  with  a  cleverly 
written  "  Gaudeamus,"  and  each  page  of  the 
number  has  a  distinctive  design  in  bordering  and 
corner  pieces  by  that  chief  of  decorative  artists, 
Walter  Crane,  printed  in  colours.  Altogether,  the 
number  may  justly  claim  to  be  a  unique  produ3tion 
of  the  newspaper  press. 


Hunting  songs  we  have  galore,  one  or  two  cycling 
songs  have  had  a  vogue,  and  now  I  am  glad  to 
welcome  "Tho  Fly-Fisher's  Song" — tuneful,  and 
with  a  swing,  and  it  may  be  sung  anywhere.  And  it 
will  be  sung,  too.  The  song  was  written  and  com- 
posed by  Harry  Tomlinson  for  the  Dano-English 
Fly-Fishers'  Club  at  Klubban  s  Hotel,  Ribe ;  the 
accompaniment  is  .  by  Lieut.  Charles  Godfrey.  I 
print  the  verses,  with  permission,  for  words  and 
music  are  copyright,  and  I  advise  anglers  to  get  the 
song  from  J.  W.  Hawker,  Poland-street,  Oxford- 
street.    It's  a  safe  encore. 

Hey  !  for  the  grayling  and  ho  !  for  the  trout. 
When  the  rise  of  the  fly  is  on. 
When  the  earth  is  gay  in  her  spring  array. 
Or  the  youth  of  the  year  is  gone. 
When  the  day  is  bright  in  tha  morning  light, 
Or  the  shades  of  the  night  steal  on. 
Then  hey  !  for  the  life  of  the  fly  fisher  free. 
As  he  roams  through  tho  meadows  fair. 
With  daisy  buds  deck'd  and  buttercups  fleck'd 
And  the  larks  singing  high  in  the  air. 
When  the  pebbles  show  in  the  clear  swift  flow. 
And  the  trout  lies  awatch  in  his  lair 
Then  hey  !   for  the  salmon,   the   grayling  and 
trout. 

When  the  rise  of  the  fly  is  on. 

Hey  !  for  the  pools  .swirling  peaty  and  brown. 
With  a  glaam  from  the  psarl-blue  skies. 
When  the  salmon  leaps  from  the  shadowy  deeps 
Where  he  waits  for  the  spate  to  rise, 
AVhen  the  moorland  rills  feel  a  breath  from  the 
hais. 

And  the  wandering  curlew  cries. 

Then  hey!  for  the  salmon,  the  grayling  and  trout, 

And  away  to  the  streams  away. 

For  the  rise  is  on  and  the  freshst  is  gone. 

And  the  heytime  of  life  is  the  day. 

When  the  keen  fish  rise  at  the  well-cast  flies. 

And  the  strong  trout  is  held  in  play 

Then  hey  !  for  the  salmon,  the  grayling  and  trout. 

And  away  to  the  streams  away. 


In  answer  to  a  question  put  to  me  recently  in 
Fleet-street,  "Is  there  such  a  fish  known  as  salmon 
ba.ss?"  I  answered,  "  No."  1'he  bass,  or  sea-perch 
{Perca  labrax),  is  sometimes,  because  of  its  silvery 
saales,  called  by  fishmongers — who  gull  the  public 
and  try  to  enhanca  the  price  of  the  fish — a  "  salmon 
bass."  In  Kent  it  is  called  the  "  salmon  dace,"  but 
the  fish  is  insipid,  its  flesh  full  of  bones,  and  scarce 
worth  the  cooking.  Mr.  Alfred  Jar  dine  has  a 
specimen  sea-perch,  or  bass,  caught  off  Brixham, 
Devon,  which  weiglied  13  Jib. 


Mk.  S.  Stone,  of  the  Holloway  A.S.,  had  a  nice 
lake  of  roach  recently  (S.'jlb.),  largest,  lib.  12oz. 
[This  take  of  Mr.  Stone's  is  recorded  in  the  High- 
bury roport.  I 


The  Acton  Piscatorials  fished  a  punt  competition 
at  Twickenham  last  week,  when  s  )me  nice  bream 
were  taken.  W.  Howell,  piloted  by  Bub  Spong, 
won  1st  prize;  F.  Sellars,  Sind;  W,  Newark,  3rd; 
B.  Taylor,  4th. 


Messrs.  BEETON&Co.,of  St.  Dunstan's  Chambers, 
Fetter-lane,  E.C.,  have  sent  three  capital  papers — 
Woman,  Hearth  and  Home,  and  Myra's  Journal. 
Although  these  do  not  in  any  way  relate  to  fishing, 
yet  I  consider  them  an  excellent  "catch,"  and 
advise  all  anglers  to  put  them  in  the  basket  and 
take  them  homo.  The  two  first  are  full  of  pleasant 
reading  for  the  home  circle,  and  contain,  among 
other  good  things,  some  recipes  for  Fucculent  di-ihes 
that  would  figure  well  on  ths  ang'er's  dinner  table, 
and  probably  bring  him  home  from  fishingearlierthan 
usual,  judging,  that  is,  by  Mr.  Punch's  advice  to  the 
young  wif^,  "  feed  the  brute."  Myra's  Journal  tells 
Mr«.  Fisherman  how  to  adorn  herself  to  the  very  be.st 
advantage,  and  gives  away  paper  patterns  of 
blouses,  etc.,  which  I  have  no  doubt  would  when 
"made  up"  give  Mr.  Fisherman  reason  to  "  adMyra" 
even  more  than  before.  Then  there  is  "Myra's 
Library  of  Needlework"  (always  in  print).  Id.  The 
illustrations  and  directions  in  this  little  paper  on 
plain  and  fancy  needlework  will  Ije  found  most 
easy  to  understand.  A  better  paper  could  not  be 
recommended  to  beginners,  or  to  those  who  wish  to 
refresh  their  memory  in  this  delightful  art. 


The  boats  that  sailed  at  break  of  day 
Are  homeward  bound,  and  on  the  shore 
A  joyous  welcome  waits  each  one. 
For  toil  is  past  and  work  is  done 
When  o'er  the  hushed  and  placid  bay 
The  veil  of  darkness  falls  once  more. 

— L.  M.  Montgomery. 


The  story  is  told  of  an  old  Scottish  gentleman 
and  a  youth  who  had  spent  tho  whole  day  fishing, 
and  had  had  some  remarkaVjly  good  luck.  As  they 
left  for  home  the  old  man  remarked  : — "  Hey,  mon, 
but  it's  been  a  gran'  day!"  "It  has,"  the  youth 
assented.  "  Think  ye,  ye  could  come  again  on  tho 
morrow,  laddie?"  "Well,"  the  young  man 
answered,  reflectively,  "I  was  to  be  married,  but  I 
can  put  it  off." 


The  Sultan,  always  nervously  alert,  observed  a 
commotion  among  the  foreign  warships  assembled 
in  the  vicinity.  He  summoned  his  Privy  Councillor. 
"  What  means  this  turmoil  upon  the  waters  7 " 
"The  term,  'oil  upon  the  wator.s,'  your  Majesty, 
means  something  quieting  and  soothing."  "  What  ! 
Turmoil  means  quieting  and  soothing  ?  You  are 
trifling  with  me,  villain!  Ho  there,  guards!  To 
the  dungeon  with  this  fellow  !  "  • 


"  Remember,"  said  the  Sabbath  schoolteacher, 
"that  no  man  ever  left  thij  earth  and  returned." 
"There  was  one,"  spoke  up  the  small  boy  in  the 
red  cap.    "  Who  was  ho  ?  "    "  Santos-Dumont." 


Out  of  the  sound  of  the  ebb  and  flow. 

Out  of  the  sight  of  lamp  and  star. 
It  calls  you  where  the  good  winds  blow. 

And  the  unchanging  meadows  are  : 
From  faded  hopes  and  hopes  agleam 

It  calls  you,  calls  you  night  and  day 
Beyond  the  dark  into  the  dream, 

0\  er  the  hills  and  far  awav. 

— W.  E.  Henley. 


I  DO  not  know  if  this  has  "  whiskers,"  but  I 
have  not  seen  it  before : — A  worthy  doctor,  while 
enjoying  a  holiday  last  summer  in  the  Island  of 
Arran,  took  the  opportufiity,  along  with  a  friend,  to 
go  whiting  fishing  During  operations  the  doctor's 
sinker  cams  off  and  was  lost.  Here  was  a  dilemma 
— no  sinker,  no  more  fishing  that  day.  Ha  !  happy 
thought — his  flask — no  sooner  said  than  done.  The 
bottle  was  filled  with  salt  water,  carefully  corked, 
and  sent  down  on  its  mis-iion.  After  a  few  minutes' 
interval :  "  Ha  !  "  quoth  the  doctor,  "  a  bite  !  "  and 
up  he  pulls  at  racing  speed  a  fine  pair  of  whitings,  one 
on  each  hook.  His  companion  exclaimed:  "Ha, 
doctor!  twins  this  time."  Yes,"  quoth  the  doctor, 
"  and  brought  up  on  the  bottle,  too." 


Two  new  golf  players,  whose  language  was  as  bad 
as  their  play,  found,  on  arriving  the  second  time  at 
the  links,  a  small  crowd  waiting.  "  No  use  you 
staying' here,"  said  one  of  the  imperfect  players. 
"  You  won't  see  any  play  worth  watcliing."  "  We 
haven't  come  to  watch,"  replied  the  leader  of  the 
crowd,  "  we've  come  to  listen  !  " 


The  West  Indian  migratory  crab  is  the  only 
creature  which  is  born  in  the  soa,  matures  in  fresh 
water,  and  pasties  the  remainder  of  its  days  upon 
land.  Dragnet. 
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Pfovineial  fliigling  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning:, 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
held  their  annual  meeting'  on  Jan.  21,  when 
Mr.  T.  Coles  was  again  re-elected  president, 
and  Mr.  J.  Rabone,  secretary.  The  numerical 
strength  of  the  society  is  over  one  thousand  five 
hundred,  and  the  funds  in  hand  is  over  £350.  The 
society  during  the  past  twelve  months  has  made  a 
number  of  new  members,  and  has  also  done  a  large 
amount  of  good,  and  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  the 
future  prospects  of  the  society  are  brighter  than  ever. 
The  Birmingham  A.A.  are  making  new  clubs  faster 
than  ever.  The  applications  of  four  new  clubs  for 
affiliation  will  be  placed  before  the  committee  at 
their  next  meeting.  Some  of  our  clubs  are  making 
a  number  of  new  members :  the  Bacchus  Club 
made  twenty  new  members  on  their  last  meeting 
might,  and  the  Aston  Crown  Society  are  making 
members  that  fast  that  they  will  in  a  short  time 
outnumber  the  large  Aston  Britannia  Society.  A 
number  of  the  clubs  intend  holding  bye-contests  in 
March  next  before  the  close  season  comes  upon  them. 
We  have  had  a  little  better  weather '  this  last  few 
days  :  this  has  induced  a  number  of  Midland  anglers 
to  turn  out,  but  sport  on  the  whole  has  not  come 
up  to  expectations.  One  of  the  members  of  the 
Rose  and  Crown  Society  had  the  good  fortune  at 
the  end  of  last  week  to  capture  a  fine  perch  from 
the  Severn,  near  to  Stourport,  which  weighed 
31b.  3oz.  ;  the  fish  is  being  set  up,  and  will  be  a 
valuable  specimen  to  the  club's  collection.  Fishing 
on  the  Severn  has  been  quiet,  although  a  large 
number  of  anglers  were  out  on  Jan.  23  and 
Jan.  24.  The  Corporation  water  at  Stratford  has 
been  visited  by  a  few  of  our  members,  and  some  fair 
catches  of  roach  have  been  made.  Pike  fishing  on 
the  river  has  been  quiet,  but  with  decent  weather 
there  are  hopes  of  some  good  fish  being  taken. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Owing  to  the  variable  weather  sport  has  fluctu- 
ated considerably.  Saturday,  Jan.  23,  was  an 
ideal  day  for  trolling,  and  the  numerous  rods  at 
work  had  quite  an  enjoyable  time.  Mr.  Stennett 
caught  three  pike  on  the  Forty-foot  from  S^lb.  to 
71b.,  and  Mr.  Hayward  took  a  brace  averaging  just 
over  41b.  On  Jan.  22  the  writer  killed  two  weigh- 
ing 3^1  b.  and  olb.  respectively.  On  the  Witham 
roach  fishing  has  been  more  successfully  followed 
than  trolhng. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  our  local  waters  are  in  very  fair  condition  for 
angling  operations,  but  sport  has  only  been  mode- 
rate for  the  past  week  or  so.  Odd  good  roach  have 
been  taken  at  times  both  fmm  the  Driffield  Canal 
and  top  stretches  of  the  Hull ;  but  the  weather  has 
been  very  changeable  with  piercing  cold  winds, 
consequently  not  many  anglers  have  ventured  far 
afield  in  quest  of  sport.  A  few  pike  have  been 
taken  between  Hempholme  and  Hull  Bridge,  but 
not  of  any  size  woth  recording.  The  Market 
Weighton  Canal  and  Foulness  have  also  been  visited 
by  pike  anglers,  and  odd  fish  up  to  about  71b.  each 
secured  with  live  bait  fishing.  A  little  sport  has 
been  had  during  the  week  in  the  upper  district  of  the 
River  Ancholme ;  in  the  Brigg  district  the  com- 
missioners have  just  had  turned  into  the  river  1000 
fine  tench  from  the  Manor  fishery.  They  have, 
during  the  past  few  years,  stocked  the  river  with  a 
quantity  of  tench  which  has  resulted  in  several  good 
specimens  being  taken  each  season,  and  at  the  back 
of  last  season  tench  up  to  21b.  each  were  secured  in 
the  Brigg  district,  Mr.  Arthur  Durdon,  of  Hull, 
amongst  other  fish,  taking  one  that  weighed  2|lb. 
on  the  Island  stretch.  The  George  and  Dragon 
A.S.  held  their  annual  dinner  and  prize  presentation 
on  January  18  when  an  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 
Mr.  H.  Rands  took  the  gold  medal  for  most  points. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE, 

Writing  this  week  a  correspondent  speaks  of 
the  Bollin  as  being  in  excellent  order,  but  that 
the  weather  was  cold.  The  Warrington  Anglers' 
Association  has  been  doing  a  little  stocking,  and 
548  good  fLsh  were  placed  in  one  water.  A  large 
number  have  yet  to  be  delivered.  Another 
well-known  angler  in  this  town  has  tackled 
up  for  the  last  time,  and  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  P.  Green  anglers  in  this  town  have  lost 
an  enthusiastic  and  genial  comrade.  Writing 
from  Ros.sctt  a  correspondent  states  that  the  Dee  and 
Alyn  at  that  place  are  not  clossd  altogether,  but 
only  at  certain  places.  Anyone  sending  such  im- 
portant news  should  by  all  means  sign  his  name. 
"  Pike  "  means  anything,  and  if  he  is  "  delighted  at 
the  prospect  of  assisting  Lancashire  anglers,"  etc. 
let  ),im  say  who  he  is — it  will  have  more  weight. 


Very  little  has  been  heard  of  Topcliffe  lately,  Imt 
one  who  knows  with  confidence  says  that  the 
fishing  there  is  as  good  as  over,  and  worth  going  for. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  is  a  little  stirring  in  the  way  of  preparing 
tackle  for  the  coming  season,  but  very  little.  It  is 
quite  evident  that  there  is  a  burning  desire  to  get 
in  a  day  as  soon  a?  possible,  and  if  our  men  go  for 
a  trout  next  Tuesday  little  blame  will  be  given 
them  for  doing  so.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  had  a 
grand  time  of  it  on  Monday  last,  but  unfortunately 
the  programme  is  too  long  to  be  given  here,  although 
it  deserves  it  for  its  general  excellence.  During  the 
evening  Mr.  G.  Roberts,  the  veteran  treasurer,  was 
presented  with  a  marble  clock  suitably  engraved  as 
a  mark  of  their  appreciation  for  seven  years' 
faithfuPservices.  There  are  rumours  about  that  a 
prominent  official  has  resigned  his  office.  If  this  is 
so,  it  seems  a  pity  that  valuable  services  should  be 
lost  by  the  act  of  some  unthinking  individuals. 
Last  week  four  city  rods  went  into  Cheshire  pike 
hunting,  and  duly  returned  with  probably  101b.  or 
121b.  At  least  six  times  that  weight  would  have 
teen  nearer  the  mark  by  anyone  knowing  the 
water.    Pike  are  evidently  dead  off. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  had  rain  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  but 
not  sufficient  to  make  much  impression  on  the 
height  and  general  condition  of  the  Trent.  The 
waters  for  some  time  past  have  been  running  in 
splendid  ply  for  piking  with  the  live  bait,  and  for 
chubbing  with  graaves  or  pith  and  brains.  Pike 
have  been  secured  at  Kelham,  Hazleford,  Kneeton 
Hills,  Hoveringham,  Stoke,  Shelford,  and  Shardlow, 
though  no  big  fish  were  amongst  the  lot.  The  best, 
one  of  171b.  odd,  has  fallen  to  the] rod  of  Mr.  B. 
Blackburn,  who  was  out  with  friends  on  a  district 
lake  or  reservoir.  It  measured  40in.  in  length, 
19 Jin.  round  the  girth,  and  Sin.  in  depth.  Mr.  B. 
Rose,  Naturalist,  JMount-street,  City,  has  been 
entrusted  with  the  preservation.  A  few  days  ago 
a  salmon  was  discovered  on  the  banks  of  the 
Derbyshire  Derwent,  near  its  junction  with  the 
Trent,  immediately  above  Sawley  Bridge.  The  fish, 
remai  kable  to  say,  was  alive,  and  the  supposition  is 
that  it  had  leapt  out  of  the  river.  I  cannot  say 
who  took  possession  of  it,  but  I  imderstand  it 
weighed  121b.  General  votaries  have  been  creeling 
roach  and  chub  at  Wilford,  Clifton,  Burton  Joyce, 
Sawley,  and  Shardlow,  whilst  at  Weston  odd  bream 
of  about  41b.  each  have  been  secured.  On  Thursday 
(Jan.  21)  Mr.  T.  Barnett  and  self  got  on  preserved 
waters  301b.  of  roach,  perch,  and  chub,  the  whole 
succumbing  to  the  tail  end  of  the  lob-worm  used 
for  the  most  part  in  tight-floating  style.  Some  of 
the  roach  scaled  lib.  5oz.  each. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  Ouse  and  Foss  were  in  fine  condition 
the  middle  of  this  week,  but  the  weather  being  very 
unsettled,  anglers  did  not  venture  out.  The  frost 
of  Saturday  and  Sunday,  too,  proved  a  deterrent 
for  several  days  after,  rodmen  not  caring  to  go  far 
from  home  with  the  chance  of  findingponds  and  lakes 
coated  with  ice.  Pike  and  roach  only  are  obtainaCle 
in  local  streams,  which  for  a  week  past  have  been 
neglected.  The  week-end  reports  were  fairly  satis- 
factory as  regards  sport  with  grayling  and  other  fish, 
some  nice  baskets  of  the  former  being  secured  with 
the  worm  as  bait  in  the  Swale,  the  Rye,  and  the  Ure. 
York  anglers  would  like  to  know  what  has  become 
of  the  Ouse  dace,  which  used  to  afford  certain  sport, 
whereas  now  an  odd  one  now  and  then  is  all  that 
can  be  hooked.  The  roach  had  already  mysteriously 
disappeared  when  the  dace  began  to  fall  off. 
Whether  the  cause  be  some  unknown  disease,  the 
prevalence  of  netting,  or  the  consumption  of  the 
spawn  by  the  river  swans  cannot  at  present  be 
stated.  It  would  be  interesting  and  of  real  service 
to  have  the  matter  cleared  up.  The  annual  meeting 
of  the  Yorkshire  Herald  Angling  Club  was  held  at 
the  headcjuarters,  the  GoUen  Lion,  Church 
street,  York,  on  Saturday,  January  23.  Con- 
tinued success  was  reported.  Mr.  A.  M.  Wisley,  the 
manager  of  the  paper,  was  elected  president  for  the 
year. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  favourable,  and  spring 
salmon  have  been  arriving  in  generally  good  numbers 
in  all  the  principal  earlier  waters.  Ihe  pro-pects 
for  those  rivers  and  lakes,  where  angling  opens  on 
Feb.  1,  continue  to  improve  according  as  the  open- 
ing day  approaches,  and  it  now  may  be  said  with 
some  degiee  of  certainty  that  a  good  spring  fishing 
will  bo  had  if  the  weather  be  at  all  favourable. 
The  Shannon,  Lee,  Blackwater,  Laune,  and 
other  southern  waters  are  in  good  order,  and  in 
the  first-mentioned  water  many  leviathans  are 
supposed  to  have  put  in  an  appearance.  Sea 
angling  has  been  resumed  with  much  success  at 
a  few  phwies  in  Cork  and  Kerry,  the  fish  principally 


had  being  whiting.  A  few  days  a^o  a  largo  seal  was 
shot  in  the  tidal  section  of  the  Kurvy  Inny  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Wharton,  a  local  celebrity  at  the  gun.  The 
Inny  is  a  small  stream,  and  where  the  seal  was  shot 
was  only  slightly  brackish,  the  tide  being  far  out  at 
the  timg.  As  salmon  do  not  corn's  up  the  Inny 
before  June,  it  is  supposed  that  the  seal  was  on  the 
look  out  for  fish  returning  after  spawning. 


^ofcs  front  tf)c  ^orf^. 

Mr.  Murray,  of  Haughton,  Dormidc,  writes  mo  : 
— "  My  men  saw  two  clean  fish  In  the  pool  at  Bridgo 
of  Alford  yesterday  (Jan.  22),  and  the  water  bailiffs 
report  large  numbers  below."  This  is  grand  news 
for  the  Donside  lessee,  and  marks  a  new  era  in  the 
history  of  the  Don. 

As  a  rule  there  are  no  clean  fish  in  the  Don  till  well 
on  in  the  season,  and  never  so  far  inly.nd  as  Alford. 
The  hotels  there  have  fishing  rights. 

Mr.  Farquharson,  Whitehouse,  has  again  taken  the 
Haughton  private  water,  while  Mr.  Finch,  Well- 
house,  has  renewed  his  lease  of  the  Kemnay  beat. 
Colonel  Mathias  has  Lord  Kintore's  private  water. 


All  this  on  the  Don,  where  there  should  be  no  lack 
of  sport  and  practically  free  fishing,  for  10s.  a  year 
or  even  3s.  6d.  a  week  is  by  no  means  a  deadly  sum. 

The  Ythan  and  Ugie  opened  on  J  an.  25,  when  the 
North  and  South  Esks  also  opened  ;  but  the  bulk  of 
Scotch  waters  will  be  free  on  Feb.  11,  when  the 
netting  also  begins. 


Some  hard  frosts  are  being  experienced,  and  all 
the  better  for  delaying  the  &h  and  keeping  them 
from  running  too  far  inland  before  the  lower  reaches 
get  a  chance. 

The  prospects  on  Dee,  Don,  etc.,  are  excellent. 
That  is  simply  the  word  and  nothing  less.  Unless 
a  storm  spoils  it  the  opening  aU  over  the  North  will 
be  the  best  experienced  for  twenty  years  back. 


Some  heavy  poaching  has  been  taking  place.  Last 
week  one  poacher  on  the  Don  had  four  fish  on  the 
Muggiemoss  water,  one  of  which  weighed  511b. 

It  was  a  cock  fish,  and,  of  course,  spent  ;  but 
not  long  so,  and  the  fellow  who  cUpped  it  sold  it 
for  5s.  It  was  then  cut  up  and  hawked  round  the 
pubs. 

This  is  from  a  local  paper,  and  refers  to  another 
case  of  poaching  : — "  About  half-past  five  this 
morning  (Jan.  22)  no  fewer  than  one  hundred  salmon 
were  taken  out  of  the  river,  near  the  works  of  the 
Messrs.  Pirie,  at  Stonej'wood.  A  workman  who  saw 
some  indications  of  what  he  considered  a  big  scheme 
of  poacliing  went  down  to  the  river-bank,  and  there 
on  the  slopes  he  discovered  two  big  heaps  of  salmon 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  net." 


"  There  were  some  men,"  the  Gazette  continues, 
"  who  set  to  work  to  remove  the  fish,  which  were 
driven  away  in  a  cart.  Meantime,  as  stated,  it  is  a 
mystery  where  the  fish  disappeared  to.  Tlie  matter 
is  a  serious  one,  and  will  be  the  subject  of  investi- 
gation."   

We  give  these  facts  without  any  comment  at 
present.  The  heavy  rim  of  sahnon  on  the  Don  has 
been  going  on  for  weeks,  and  no  doubt  Martin  and 
liis  men  have  been  outwitted  if  tliis  last  story  be 
true,  and  as  yet  it  has  not  been  contradicted. 


Lord  Kyllachie  has  ordered  a  proof  that  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Gordon's  salmon  fishings  at  Lossie- 
mouth are  suffering  from  pollution.  Thus  another 
interesting  salmon  case  is  on  the  tapis. 

The  Dee  waters  are  all  "  full  up  "  as  the  theatres 
have  it  when  there  is  a  rush  on. 


Mr.  John  Mortimer,  one  of  the  best  fishermen  that 
ever  Ufted  a  salmon-rod,  has  just  had  an  operation 
on  the  left  foot  performed,  owing  to  frost-bite  while 
wading  last  spring.  He  had  some  300  fish  for  Lord 
Penrhyn,  who  rents  the  Cairnton  Dee  section. 

The  Wellington  Post  has  the  following  : — "  Tliree 
large  trout  were  taken  on  the  Hutt  river.  One 
weighed  301b.,  and  in  its  stomach  was  foimd  a  small 
putty  and  a  loin,  trout.  Another  weighed  251b., 
and  contained  a  12in.  trout  ;  and  the  third  weighed 
121b.,  and  had  a  14in.  trout  inside."  The  canni- 
bahstic  propensities  of  the  New  Zealand  trout  are  not 
doubted.  -They  are  the  same  all  the  world  over, 
only  our  trout  are  more  like  the  victims  swallowed 
than  the  cannibals  themselves  in  size.  j 

Speciajl"  Scotch. 
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DURHAM  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  above  association  was  formed  in  April  of  last 
year.  Hitherto  there  has  been  no  association  in  the 
district  having  the  interest  of  the  angling  community 
for  its  sole  object.  We  might  say  for  the  infor- 
mation of  all  genuine  sportsmen  who  are  not  aware 
(if  the  existence  of  such  an  organisation  that  the 
same  has  been  formed,  and  has  for  its  main 
objects  : — The  improvement  of  angling  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood by  putting  down  illegal  practices,  pre- 
vention of  pollution,  and  the  taking  of  immature 
trout.  All  available  funds  are  to  be  devoted  to 
restocking  with  trout  such  waters  as  are  under  the 
association's  control.  Although  the  above  has  only 
been  in  existence  some  eight  months,  it  has  already 
done  some  good  work.  The  members  are  of  one 
opinion,  that  the  most  desirable  object  to  obtain 
would  be  a  recognised  limit  to  the  taking  of  trout 
of  not  under  7in.  On  the  advice  of  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  of  the  Fishing  Oazette,  and  Colonel  M. 
Kenzie,  chairman  of  the  Wear  Fishery  Board,  and 
other  authorities  on  anghng,  the  association  has 
approached  the  several  riparian  owners  of  the  dis- 
trict— namely.  Viscount  Boyne,  Gerard  Salvin,  Esq., 
and  Henry  Salvin,  Esq. — and  are  in  correspondence 
with  other  owners  adjoining,  asking  them  to  insert 
a  clause  on  their  fishing  permits  granted  to  anglers 
tliat  no  trout  vmder  7in.  are  to  be  taken.  This  will 
no  doubt  be  thought  an  unjust  restriction  by  some 
fishermen,  but  we  think  it  very  necessary,  seeing 
how  year  after  year  in  the  past  has  seen  a  gradual 
decrease  in  the  average  size  of  fish  taken.  If  these 
immature  trout  were  carefully  returned  until  they 
had  developed,  and  reached  a  fair  takeable  size,  we 
should  have  a  larger  percentage  of  stock  fish,  and 
much  better  chance  of  restocking  the  river  in  a 
natural  way.  We  trust  all  anglers  who  liave  the 
favours  to  fish  the  waters  of  the  riparian  owners 
mentioned  will  see  this  in  a  true  sportsman's  light, 
and  observe  the  said  limit,  and  thus  help  to  preserve 
and  protect  the  waters  wherein  they  fish,  so  that  .in 
time  the  average  size  of  trout  may  be  increased. 
The  association  will  hold  its  first  annual  general 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  3,  at  8  p.m.,  at  its 
headquarters  for  the  time  being — the  Dun  Cow 
Hotel.  All  genuine  anglers  are  earnestly  requested 
to  attend.  Any  further  particulars  regarding  the 
association  will  be  gladly  forwarded  by  the  hon. 
secretary,  J.  W.  Driver,  Shincliffe. — Durham  County 
Advertiser. 


ABBEY  MILLS  SICK  BENEFIT  SOCIETY. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  tliis  society 
was  held  at  the  works  on  Jan.  19.  [Colonel  H.  S. 
Bartleet,  the  president  of  the  society,  said  that  it 
afforded  him  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  take  the 
(iliair  at  that  meeting,  and  that  he  was  pleased  to 
see,  from  the  statement  of  accounts,  that  the  club 
was  in  a  very  satisfactory  position.  He  was  also 
glad  to  notice  that  the  sick  pay  for  the  past  year 
showed  a  decrease,  being  £63  4s.  Id.,  against 
£92  7s.  3d.  for  the  year  1902.  This  was  a  very  good 
proof  that  the  health  of  the  workpeople  had  been 
better  than  in  the  preceding  year.  Mr.  Bartleet 
called  upon  the  secretary  to  read  the  statement  of 
accounts  for  the  past  year,  from  which  it  appeared 
that  the  total  receipts  amounted  to  £192  16s.  3d., 
while  the  payments,  including  £31  5s.  9d.  transferred 
to  the  benevolent  fund,  totalled  £187  6s.  3d.,  leaving 
a  balance  to  carry  forward  of  £60  lis.  3d.  The 
Benevolent  Fund  statement  showed  that  grants  to 
the  amount  of  £11  had  been  made  in  cases  of  special 
need  amongst  the  workpeople,  £15  15s.  to  the 
Hospital  Saturday  Fund,  and  £8  8s.  to  Nursing 
Association  and  hospitals  for  tickets.  The  various 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  appointed,  and  a 
very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr. 
Albert  Smith  for  liis  services  as  auditor  during  a 
long  period,  general  regret  being  expressed  that 
Mr.  Smith  was  no  longer  able  to  undertake  the 
duties,  in  consequence  of  his  leaving  the  employ  of 
the  company.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
concluded  the  business  of  the  meeting. — Reddilch 
Indicator. 

NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS; 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 

19,346.    Fishing  Bait  Mounts.     Patentee  :  W.  L. 

Dixon,  Wateryoath,  Blawith,  Lancashire. 
At  the  swivel  end  of  the  mount  a 
triangular  or  diamond  shaped  loop  or  eye 
is  formed,  which  gives  a  peculiar  motion 
to  the  bait.  It  is  applicable  to  spoon 
and  other  artificial  bait,  and  for  single 
and  double  hooks  for  salmon  flies. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttor. 

We.  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


THE  "  SIR  HERBERT  "  SALMON  FLY. 

Dear  Sip., — Some  weeks  ago  one  of  your  corre- 
spondents asked  for  information  where  he  could 
obtain  the  fly  which  the  late  James  Wright,  of 
Sprouston,  named  after  me.  It  is  in  Messrs.  Far- 
low's  list,  and  it  is  also  supplied  by  Forrest,  of  Kelso, 
and  Wright,  Princes-street,  Edinburgh.  The  dress- 
ing is  as  follows  : — Tag  and  three-fourths  of  body, 
gold  tinsel  ;  no  butt  ;  tail,  a  topping  and  Indian 
crow  feather.  The  tinsel  is  lapped  with  stout  gold 
twist,  along  which  is  laid  a  dyed  yellow  cock's 
hackle  with  black  list.  Upper  fourth  of  body, 
scarlet  mohair,  with  crimson  hackle  at  shoulder  ; 
wing,  a  single  tippet  feather,  with  strips  of  bright 
bustard  or  florican,  white  swan,  and  swan  dyed 
purple,  green  peacock  herl  and  wood-duck  ;  blue 
chatterer  cheeks,  topping  over,  and  red  macaw 
horns.  The  shoulder  hackle  may  be  sky-blue  as  a 
variety. 

I  do  not  claim  superiority  for  this  fly  over  any 
other,  but  I  have  proved  it  to  be  quite  as  effective 
as  any,  and  it  certainly  commands  the  attention  of 
any  fish  that  happen  to  be  about. — Yours  truly, 

Monreith,  Jan.  25.  Herbert  Maxwell. 

[The  "  Sir  Herbert  "  is  a  very  handsome  fly,  the 
thin  gold  body  without  tag  being  very  effective. — 
Ed.] 

MATERIALS  FOR  FLY  MAKING. 

Dear  Sir, — ^Whether  any  other  of  your  readers 
care  to  wade  through  those  two  old  letters  of  mine 
or  not,  I  can  say  that  they  have  b3en  full  of 
interest  to  myself,  for  they  have^recalled  a  number 
of  half-forgotten  incidents  and  memories  of  a  time 
when  I  was  young  enough  and  keen  enough  to  work 
hard  at  everything  in  connection  with  dry  fly 
flshing. 

You  have  alwaj's  been  so  generous  in  your  recog- 
nition of  any  little  thing  I  may  have  done  in  the 
cause  of  fly  fishing,  and  usually  so  accurate  in 
matters  of  detail,  that  I  am  sure  you  will  not  mind 
my  asking  you  to  make  one  correction.  I  cannot 
claim  to  have  been  "the  inventor  of  the  modern 
split-winged  dry  fly."  I  made  the  acquaintance  of 
the  late  G.  S.  Marryat  in  1877,  and  in  ths  following 
year  taught  myself  to  tie  a  decent  fly.  Very  soon 
afterwards  I  was  busy  experimenting  with  the 
eyed  hooks,  and  though  I  was  constantly  from 
that  time  corresponding  with  Marryat,  it  was  not 
until  August,  1879,  that  we  sat  down  together  and 
worried  out  what  we  then  considered  the  best 
method  of  dressing  small  flies  on  eyed  hooks.  I 
think  it  is  fair  to  say  that  in  these  sessions  in  my 
lodgings  at  Winchester  I  learnt  more  from  Marryat 
than  he  from  me.  We  had  both  been  practising  by 
ourselves  on  our  own  lines,  and  whatever  was  good  in 
the  experience  of  either  was  then  co  mbined ,  and  he'ped 
towards  a  system  which  was  certainly  the  basis  of 
the  modern  dry  fly.  I  have  some  of  our  early 
attempts  still  in  my  possession — perhaps  not  as  neat 
and  attractive  in  appearance  as  some  of  the  most 
artistic  productions  of  the  present  day,  but  I  would 
back  them  to  kill  as  well  as  any. 

In  my  letters  there  are  referencrs  to  two  noted 
Hampshire  anglers  ;  these  were  Francis  Francis  and 
Marryat,  two  of  the  most  witty  and  racy  corre- 
spondents I  ever  knew.  With  mingled  feelings  of 
pleasure  and  regret  I  have  been  reading  through 
some  of  their  old  letters.  Amongst  others  I  find 
those  in  which  they  enthusiastically  hailed  the  dis- 
covery of  the  condor  feathers.  Marryat  was 
so  amazed  at  their  magniBcent  size,  and 
the  wealth  of  material  they  oontainfd,  that 
he  said,  "  Are  you  quite  sure  you  haven't  been 
entertaining  (and  plucking)  an  angel  unawares  ? 
1  calculate  I  can  tie  24,805,923  flies  with  what  I've 
got ;  do  you  feel  to  want  any  feathers  I've  got,  if 
so,  give  it  a  name  ?  "  At  that  time  I  practically  had 
the  refusal  of  all  the  feathers  dropped  or  moulted 
by  two  male  condors  in  full  and  mature  plumage, 
and  the  feathers  I  have  distributed  among  my 
friends  must  have  supplied  the  materials  for  many 
thousands  of  flies,  and  provided  a  last  mouthful 
for  myriads  of  fine  trout  and  grayling.  Recently  I 
have  seen  condor  feathers  in  the  milliners'  shops, 
but  your  correspondents  who  are  making  inquiries 
for  these  feathers  should  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
large  cream-coloured  ones,  which  are  much  more 
suitable  for  dyeing  than  those  of  a  darker  shade. 
If  an  amateur  can  secure  only  one  of  the  best 
feathers  he  will  find  enough  fibres  to  supply  all  the 
flies  he  is  over  likely  to  tie  for  his  own  use. — Yours 
truly,  H.  S.  Hall. 


MR.  CHOLMONDELEY  PENNELL'S  SINGLE- 
TRIANGLE  FLIGHT. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  the  correspondence  on 
this  subject  in  your  issue  of  the  23rd  inst.  I  regret 
that  being  just  leaving  London  for  some  months,  I 
am  unable  to  refer  to  the  books  mentioned,  but  I 
shall  hope  to  do  so  on  my  return. 

Meanwhile  I  may  observe  that  with  regard  to  the 
Storr  Flight,  Mr.  Howso  himself  in  his  letter  pub- 
lished in  your  issue  of  Jan.  2  says:  "I  have  fished  for 
pike  w'th  this  pattern  for  nearly  forty  years  and 
have  never  used  any  other."  The  "  pattern  "  ty 
which  he  refers  is  the  two-triangle  flight  mentioned 
in  his  letter  immediately  over  the  above  quotation, 
and  it  certainly  would  seem  that  if  the  Storr  flight 
has  been  always  used  by  Mr.  Howse  with  two 
triangles  for  nearly  forty  years,  we  are  getting  into 
very  "  ancient  history  "  indeed  in  carrying  tfie  re- 
searches back  further. 

Again,  in  regard  to  the  quotation  from  Mr. 
Pritt's  book,  it  is  stated  by  Mr.  Naylor  that  the 
single-triangle  flight  was  one  amongst  the  "  four 
best  minnow  flights,"  and  it  was  obviously  confined 
to  trout  fishing  purposes  ;  whereas  my  flight  is  for 
pihe  fishing. 

In  any  case  the  "  Meat-Hook  "  sized  triangle  used 
in  the  Storr  flight  put  it  into  an  altogether  different 
category  from  the  flight  described  and  illustrated  by 
me.  Of  course  the  threading  of  the  trace  through 
the  vent  is  no  novelty  ;  it  is  common  to  several 
forms  of  flight  (tne  "  Dee  "  flight  amongst  them). 

I  must  again  apologise  for  being  unable  to  deal 
adequately  with  the  letters  of  your  other  corre- 
spondents, including  "  John  Bickerdyke,"  who.se 
opinions  all  pike  fishers  read  with  every  respect  and 
attention. 

Mr.  Andrews'  quotation  from  "  Angling  in  Great 
Britain,"  by  "Red  Spinner,"  is  most  germane  to  the 
discussion,  and  (writing  without  having  the  advan- 
tage of  the  book  itself  before  me)  eminently  to  the 
point. 

Your  own  editorial  note  to  "  Thomas  Pendered's  " 
interesting  letter  sufficiently  indicates  the  diver- 
gence between  the  single-triangle  flight  he  refers  to 
and  that  advocated  by  me  :  namely,  in  regard  to  the 
different  method  of  baiting  it. 

The  substitution  of  a  triangle  attached  (whipped 
on)  to  the  baiting  needle  itself,  for  a  triangle  attached 
in  the  ordinary  way  to  gimp  or  gut,  as  described  by 
Mr.  W.  F.  Straw,  is  certainly  a  novel  idea,  but  as  he 
vouches  for  its  practicability,  it  will  evidently 
suggest  matter  for  further  experiment  to  pike- 
spirmers. — Yours  truly, 

H.  CHOLMONDELEY  PeNNELL. 


SPINNING  FLIGHTS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  much  interested  in  the 
correspondence  re  spinning  flights  published  in  your 
widely-read  journal,  and  would  Uke  to  join  in  the 
discussion.  Your  footnote  to  one  of  the  letters  says 
that  Mr.  Pennell  admits  that  a  two-treble  flight  is  as 
old  as  the  hills,  but  a  one-treble  (or  triangle)  flight 
is,  comparatively  speaking,  a  new  idea.  I  was 
under  the  impression  that  it  was  the  other  way 
about,  and  that  the  one-triangle  flight  was  the  more 
ancient  of  the  two.  I  have  been  an  angler  now  for 
forty-five  years,  boy  and  man,  and  can  remember 
both  the  one  and  two-triangle  flights  being  used 
nearly  as  long  as  I  can  remember  anything  :  first, 
in  the  fens  of  Lincolnshire,  where  the  first  twenty 
years  of  my  Ufe  were  spent  ;  second,  down  the 
streams  of  the  Trent,  in  Nottinghamshire  ;  and 
tliird,  on  the  sluggish  reaches  of  the  Huntingdon- 
shire Ouse,  on  both  of  which  rivers  I  spent  a  goodly 
number  of  years  and  did  a  considerable  amount  of 
spinning  for  pike. 

Years  ago,  Mr.  Editor,  I  wrote  a  series  of  articles 
for  the  Fishing  Oazette  on  "  Spinning  for  Pike,"  but 
I  regret  to  say  that  I  cannot  refer  to  these  articles 
now,  as  they  were  not  preserved  by  me  after  being 
published  in  book  form.  In  the  chapter  on  "  Spin- 
ning with  a  Natural  Bait  "  I  made  the  following 
remarks  :  "I  am  old  enough  to  remember  one  of  the 
old  school  of  Trent  anglers  who  lived  at  Newark-on- 
Trent,  who  used  to  spin  for  pike  in  a  manner  that  I 
should  suppose  to  be  a  survival  of  the  most  ancient 
form  of  trolling  known.  This  old  angler's  name  was 
Crosby,  and  there  are  still  fishermen  living  at 
Newark  who  can  very  well  remember  him.  He 
used  neither  rod  nor  reel,  but  simply  a  coil  of  very 
stout  cord,  about  as  thick,  I  should  say,  as  a  sea- 
fishing  hand-hne,  wliich  he  carried  in  his  left  hand, 
with  one  end  tied  tightly  round  the  same  arm  above 
the  elbow.  His  tackle  was  simply  a  length  of  stout 
gimp,  with  one  or  two  large  swivels,  and  a  long, 
heavy  pipe  or  barrel  lead.  The  gimp  was  mourited 
with  one  only  very  large  treble  hook,  and  this  gimp 
was  threaded  through  the  bait,  the  hook  being 
underneath  between  the  vent  and  the  tail.  This 
tackle  was  thrown  by  hand,  and  in  spinning  the  bait 
home  the  line  was  drawn  in  by  the  right  hand  and 
laid  in  coils  on  the  left.    Of  course  all  fish  hooked 
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had  to  be  played  by  hand.  I  knew  this  old  angler 
very  well  myself,  and  have  been  assured  by  old 
fishermen  that  years  ago  he  used  to  kill  many  and 
heav'y  fish  by  that  very  primitive  style  and  tackle." 

When  I  penned  the  above  Unes  some  years  ago  I 
was  clearly  under  the  impression  that  a  one-triangle 
flight  was  a  very  ancient  bit  of  tackle,  and  had  been 
in  use  ever  since  the  days  when  pike  trolling  was  in 
its  infancy.  Most  certainly  I  can  remember  tlie 
tackle  being  used  by  one  or  two  working-men  anglers 
both  for  hve-baiting  and  spinning  as  long  ago  as 
forty  j-ears,  and  I  make  no  doubt  there  are  still 
hving  at  Newark  and  elsewhere  men  who  can  re- 
member the  one-treble  flight  of  the  ancient  Britons 
— I  beg  pardon,  I  mean  of  old  Crosby  and  his  school 
of  anglers.  I  wonder  if  my  friend,  Mr.  W.  Ball 
("  Trentsider  "),  of  Newark,  has  any  recollection  of 
this  tackle  being  used  by  the  very  oldest  trollers  of 
his  district.  That  old  quartette  of  departed  anglers, 
T.  Bentley,  T.  Suimian,  A.  Broughton,  and  F.  Sims, 
used  it  to  my  certain  knowledge  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century  ago. 

K  Some  httle  time  ago  I  bought  for  a  few  pence  a 
small  anghng  book  that  was  written  by  Colonel 
Robert  Venables,  and  published  as  long  ago  as 
1662.  Writing  about  trolUng  for  pike,  the  gallant 
colonel  on  page  25  says  :  "  Some  use  no  rod  at  all, 
but  hold  the  hne  in  hnks  on  their  hand.  Others  use 
a  very  great  hook,  with  the  hook  at  the  tail  of  the 
fish,  and  when  the  pike  rises,  then  they  strike  at  the 
first  pull."  This  writer  does  not  say  if  this  is  a 
treble  or  a  single  hook,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
idea  is  about  the  same.— Yours  truly, 

The  Trent  Otter. 


THE    SIXGLE-TRIANGLE  SPINNING 
FLIGHT. 

Dear  Mr.  Marstox, — I  am  sorry  I  did  not  send 
the  illustrations  (now  given)  of  this  tackle  as  they 
appear  in  Pritt's  "  Yorkshire  Trout  Flies  "  in  time  to 
be  reproduced  along  with  my  letter  of  last  week. 
However,  a  week  does  not  make  much  difference. 
According  to  Mr.  Pennell's  theory  of  inventions 


The  Single-Tbiangle  Spinning  Flight. 

(ft-om  Pritt'i  "  TorksKire  Trout  Plies,"  edition  of  1885.) 

(which  ia  fundamentally  wrong),  Mr.  Pritt  was  the 
inventor  of  this  tackle.  Mr.  Pritt  certainly  lacked 
nothing  in  courage,  and  he  could  hold  his  own  with 
most  men  on  many  things — angling  matters  in 
particular.  Yet  he  never  claimed  this  tackle  as 
his  invention.  Why  ?  Because,  though  he  was 
the  first  to  make  it  "  pubUcly  known,"  he  knew  that 
it  was  used  long  before  his  time  by  many  Yorkshire 
anglers,  and  that  to  do  so  would  be  adopting  the 
product  of  another  man's  brains. 
^Neither  is  Mr.  Pennell  more  happy  in  suggesting 
that  the  inventor  is  the  man  who  first  reaches  the 
Patent  Office,  as  hundreds  have  found  to  their  cost. 
Mr.  Permell — or  anyone  else  for  that  matter — might 
register  or  patent  as  much  as  he  liked,  but  if  it  could 
be  shown  that  the  articles  patented  had  been  in  use 
anterior  to  the  date  of  the  patent,  his  patent  would 
be  void  and  worthless.  And  this  is  exactly  the 
position  and  just  the  value  in  which  his  claim  to  tlie 
invention  of  the  single-triangle  spinning-fliglit  and 
his  baiting  needle  (registered  No.  416122)  stand. 

1  said  in  my  letter  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Oazetle  of  Jan.  9  that  a  baiting-needle  of  similar 
construction — that  is,  forming  a  part  of  the  spin- 
ning trace — with  the  single  triangle  was  tried  here 
in  the  North  twenty-five  years  ago  at  least.    I  find 


I  am  wrong  as  to  the  hook,  but  that  does  not  in  tlie 
least  degree  affect  the  argument.  I  should  have 
said  that  the  hooks  attached  wore  three  small 
double  hooks,  such  as  wo  on  occasion  still  use  for 
tro>it  spinning,  but  without  the  needle  attachment. 


Illustration  Showing  Baiting-needle 
Attached  to  Spinning  Trace. 

It  is  more  than  twenty  years  since  I  saw  it,  and  as 
I  was  thinking  only  of  the  single  treble  hook  under 
discussion  the  slip  may  well  be  pardoned.  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  after  much  search  I  have  found 
one  of  these  needles — not  in  "  Nobbes  of  the  dark 
ages  "  though,  but  stowed  away  among  my  obsolete 
tackle  as  a  sort  of  anciei-t  relic.  I  send  the  tackle 
up  for  your  inspection,  and  beg  you  will  afterwards 
return  it  to  me. 

Mr.  Pennell  asks  why  we  did  not  publish  all  these 
things  ?  My  answer  is  that  we  have  no  wish  to  pose 
as  inventors,  especially  in  matters  so  trivial  as  the 
arrangement  of  a  few  fishing-hooks.  Neither  do 
we  go  screaming  on  the  house-tops  every  time  w.e 
come  across  a  combination  of  hooks  we  have  never 
met  with  before,  as  if  we  had  discovered  a  new 
planet  or  a  new  gold  mine.  I  see  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  23  Mr.  Pennell  details  his  claims 
under  four  distinct  heads  as  below  : — 

"  (1)  The  under-hung  lead  (et  hoc  genus  omne)  I 
claim  as  my  '  invention  ' — a  claim  which  has  never 
yet  been  disputed. 

"  (2)  The  double-swivel  (with  the  particular  form 
of  '  hook  '  attached  to  the  swivel)  I  claim  as  mine, 
and  it  has  been  so  registered. 

"  (3)  The  trace  baiting-needle,  forming  part  of 
the  line  itself,  is  also  registered  under  my  name, 
and  unless  anyone  can  produce  any  real  evidence 
that  it  has  ever  before  been  described  in  print,  or 
made  public  in  any  way,  I  claim  that  as  my  inven- 
tion. 

"  (4)  Subject  to  the  same  proviso,  I  also  claim  the 
authorship  of  the  single-triangle  flight  of  hooks. 

"  The  above,  I  think,  makes  my  position  in  the 
matter  perfectly  plain,  and  admits  of  no  mis- 
apprehension.— Yours  truly, 

"  H.  Cholmondeley  Pennell." 

From  the  evidence  adduced  herein,  it  is,  I  tliink, 
quite  clear  that  Mr.  Pennell's  claims  to  No.  3  and 
No.  4  are  untenable  and  must  be  abandoned,  and  it 
is  gratifying  to  think  that  the  timely  protests  of 
Mr.  John  Bickerdyke  and  others  have  been  the 
means  of  preventing  two  more  of  re-invented 
tackles  being  added  to  the  existing  list. — Yours 
truly,  Wm.  Nayloe. 

Keighley. 

TROLLING  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  be  of  interest  in  connection 
with  the  discussion  respecting  the  threaded  or  vent- 
to-mouth  trolling  tackle  if  I  give  my  practical 
evidence,  stating  at  the  same  time  my  belief  that 
the  inventors  of  the  tackle  with  either  one  treble  or 
two  below  the  vent  are  still  unknown. 

( 1 )  The  double-triangle  below  vent  was  sho\^'n  to 
me  by  Charley  ,  of  Leeds,  a  well-known  York- 
shire angler,  some  forty-five  years  ago.  It  was 
shown  as  a  pike  bait  attached  to  a  gudgeon.  (2) 
The  single-triangle  tackle  for  mimiow  was  given  to 
me  as  his  best  tackle  by  the  present  old  keeper,  John 
Storey,  of  theRyedale  Angling  Club,  Helmsley,  York- 
shire, some  forty  years  ago.  Now,  in  1884,  when  my 
friend  the  lateT.  E.  Pritt  was  compiling  his  book  on 
"Northern  Trout  Flies,"  he  did  me  tlie  honour  to  in- 
vite me  to  furnish  him  withsamplesof  the  best-known 
minnow  tackles  for  trouting.      accepted,  and  forth- 


with[made  up  sets  of  the  best  forms  I  knew,  and  then 
photographed  them,  baited  and  unbaited.  Thtsse 
photographs  were  given  to  the  publishers  and  care- 
fully^copied  by  their  artist.  'J'lie  Mingle-trianglo 
tackle  with  baiting  needle  is  the  seco/id  pattern 
shown  in  Pritt's  work  on  plate  12,  page  .05  ;  date 
of  pubhcation  ISS-O.  Tho  first  publication  of  the 
two-triangle  threaded  pattern  by  Mr.  Pennell  is  in 
Badminton  Library,  second  edition,  published  in 
1886. — Yours  truly,  J.  W.  Rekkjtt. 

Leeds. 

MR.  PENNELL'S  SPINNING  FLIGHT— 
A  BREAM  CAUGHT  WITH  SPINNING  BAIT. 

Dear  Sir, — Before  tliis  correspondence  closes 
may  1  be  allowed  to  answer  Mr.  Pemiell  who,  wlien 
criticising  my  letter,  says  that  I  sent  you  a  sketch  of 
the  one-triangle  flight.  1  wish  to  point  out  that 
what  I  sent  was  "  a  mounted  triangle,"  not  a 
sketch.  I  did  not  use  the  words  "  invent  "  or 
"  authorship,"  as  1  could  not  see  that  there  was  any- 
thing to  invent,  and  simply  took  it  for  a  modification 
of  the  two-triangle  flight.  You  will  note  that  the 
hook  1  sent  you  was  anything  but  new,  and  my  only 
object  in  sending  wtus  to  bear  out  Mr.  Pennell  when 
he  said  it  was  a  good  tackle,  and  not  to  claim  any 
originahty.  Mr.  Pennell  also  asks,  "  Why  did  I  not 
let  the  angUng  public  into  my  secret  ''.  "  Well, 
having  had  only  six  years'  experience,  I  consider 
myself  a  novice.  Had  I  said  anything  in  a  paper 
hke  yours,  I  should  have  been  proved,  according  to 
"  John  Bickerdyke  "  and  others,  to  have  been  forty 
years  behind  the  times. 

It  will  be  a  long  time  before  I  write  again  about 
tackle,  as  Mr.  Pennell's  sarcastic  and  classical  quota- 
tions are,  to  say  the  least,  not  very  encouraging  for 
a  beginner.  As  regards  the  kinking  of  fines  1  simply 
wrote  my  experience  and  observations,  and  my  con- 
clusions might  be  just  the  same  as  hundreds  of 
other  anglers.  Below  is  a  cutting  from  the  Birming- 
ham Mail,  and  is,  I  think,  unique. — Yours  truly, 

A.  Ebury. 

"  Mr.  Ebury,  of  Kidderminster,  wliile  spinning 
with  a  Sin.  chub  for  pike  at  Stourport,  on  Tuesday 
last,  caught  a  fine  bream  weigliing  41b.  14^02.  It 
seemed  so  remarkable  a  catch  with  spinmng  bait 
that  Mr.  Ebury  at  first  thought  it  must  have  been 
foul  hooked,  but  on  examination,  one  hook  of  the 
triangle  was  found  embedded  just  inside  the  mouth. 
Apart  from  the  curious  fact  of  the  fish  going  at  a 
spinning-bait,  it  was  found  quite  impossible  to  force 
the  bait's  head  into  the  bream's  mouth." 

[It  certainly  is  extraordinary  to  catch  a  bream  on 
spinning  tackle  in  mid-winter — or  any  other  time. — 
Ed.] 


FINE  STEEL^WIRE  DROPPERS  FOR  WET- 
FLY  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  good  to  see  that  people  still  think 
the  question  of  "  eyed  "  versus  "  blind  "  flies  worth 
further  consideration,  notwithstanding  all  that  has 
appeared  on  the  subject  in  back  numbers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  On  the  point  of  clumsiness  it  may 
still  be  said  that  the  wire  of  an  eyed  hook  need  be  no 
thicker  than  that  of  a  blind  one,  and  reahsts  may 
claim  that  the  eye  in  some  degree  represents  the 
head  of  a  fly,  natural  flies  having  heads,  but  flies  on 
bhnd  hooks  having  none. 

I  have  another  matter  to  mention  now,  which 
would  have  been  earher  noticed  except  for  present 
inabihty  to  make  confirmatory  experiments,  which 
some  of  your  numerous  enlightened  wet-fly  fisliing 
readers  may  possibly  supply.  Although  not  in 
quite  so  bad  a  phght  as  that  of  the  worthy  Scot 
whose  lament  ran — 

"  An'  I'm  ower  auld  to  fush  ony  mair. 
An'  I  liinna  the  chance  to  droon," 

it  may  be  a  while  before  I  can  submit  the  idea  to 
practical  tests  myself.  The  idea  is  that  the  dropper 
hnks  of  fhes  to  be  fished  wet  might  be  made  of  the 
finest  steel  wire  of  the  kind  least  hkely  to  rust.  This 
is  hardly,  if  at  all,  more  visible  than  gut  when  held 
against  the  fight,  can  be  made  to  set  out  so  as  not  to 
cling  to  or  twist  romid  the  casting-hne,  is  far 
stronger  than  gut — its  weight  would  be  of  no  con- 
sequence in  wet-fl}-  fisliing,  and  flies  would  be  less 
hable  to  flick  off.  The  wire  can  be  attached  to  fly 
or  cast  either  permanently  or  changeable,  with  or 
without  any  amount  of  play,  at  will,  by  several 
methods,  the  simplest  perhaps  being  to  roll  the 
upper  end  of  the  wire  in  a  close  spiral  round  a  small 
needle,  through  wliich  spiral  a  strand  of  the  cast  is 
passed  above  a  knot,  and  for  the  other  end,  in  case 
of  an  eyed  fly,  to  soften  the  wire  for  about  an  incli 
and  a  half  so  as  to  permit  of  a  single  jam  liitch  being 
made,  or  in  the  case  of  a  blind  hook,  to  lap  with  silk 
as  if  it  were  gut.  To  obtain  full  play  a  small  eye 
could  be  formed  on  the  wire. — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 

p.S, — Since  writing  the  above,  which  was  too  late 
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to  send  last  "week,  I  see  that  "  Penk  "  in  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  23  advocates  the  use  of  single-bait 
hooks  tied  to  wire. 

[The  wire  droppers  which  "  Benwyan  "  sends  look 
all  right,  and  would  kill  all  right  ;  but  personally,  I 
should  prefer  gut.  Wire  rusts  and  takes  bends,  and 
is  of  course  more  visible  to  the  fish  than  gut. — Ed.] 

THE  ORIGINAL  "STORR"  FLIGHT  FOR 
PIKE  WAS  A  SINGLE-TRIANGLE  ONLY. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Replying  to  your  note  I 
fear  I  am  the  sole  survivor  of  the  anglers  of  the 
Stoke  Newington  Reservoirs  who  can  spesik  with 
certainty  as  to  how  the  first  tackle  used  by  Mr. 
Storr  was  made.  As  a  boy.  now  forty  years  ago,  I 
constantly  accompanied  both  Mr.  Storr  and  my  lute 
father  when  fishing  at  the  reservoirs,  and  they  both 
invariably  used  the  single  large  triangle  only. — 
Yours  truly,  Francis  Howse. 

[In  view  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Howse,  who  knew 
Mr.  Storr  well,  is  quite  certain  the  original  flight 
was  used  with  one  triangle  only,  and  that  Mr.  Carter 
and  Mr.  Peek,  who  made  it  for  many  years,  say  the 
same,  I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  it,  and 
that  we  have  to  thank  Mr.  Pennell  for  re-discover- 
ing it  and  pointing  out  its  merits.  The  addition  of 
the  small  triangle  was  an  afterthought,  and  an 
improvement  in  my  humble  opinion,  not  because  I 
think  two  are  necessary,  but  because  if  one  triangle 
is  used  it  ought  to  ba  at  the  tail  and  not  near  the 
middle  of  the  bait. — Ed.] 


SWIVEL  WITH  SPRING  CATCH  OR  HOOK. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  H.  C.  'Pennell  in  liis  letter  of 
Jan.  23  has  clearly  stated  his  claims.  In  para- 
graph 1  he  claims  the  double  swivel  and  special  hook, 
which  he  saya  he  has  registered.  L^nfortimately 
for  Mr.  Pennell's  claim  this  hook  was  patented 


twenty  years  ago  under  the  title  of  the  "  Springing- 
point  Hook  Swivel "  by  Mr.  W.  J.  McMul  en,  and 
exhibited  in  the  Fisheries'  Exhibition  of  1883,  as 
enclosed  letter  and  illustrations  will  prove. — Yours 
truly,  W.  Andrews. 

Wexford. 

[Mr.  Andrews  encloses  a  cutting  from  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  15,  1884  (?),  with  illustra- 
tions of  Mr.  McMullen's  swivel,  of  which  we  repro- 
duce one.  Perhaps  Mr.  Pennell's  was  previous  to 
1883.  I  see  Mr.  McMullen's  was  made  by  Messrs. 
S.  Allcock  and  Co.— Ed.] 


RE  "  HAM-YOUNG  "  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  hope  to  have  some  of  the  "  Ham- 
Young  "  eyed  salmon  hooks  finished  within  two 
weeks,  when  I  shall  have  pleasure  in  sending  you  a 
few  patterns.  I  can  endorse  all  that  Mr.  Young 
says  about  the  "Perfect"  hooks — they  make 
splendid  Stewart's  or  Pennell's  tackles. — Yours 
truly,  R.  TcTBNBULL. 

10,  Hanover-street,  Edinburgh. 


WAX  AND  EYED  V.  BLIND  FLY  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sik, — For  several  years  I  have  used  liquid 
wax,  and  have  known  it  to  be  used  in  fly  tying,  the 
solvent  being  spirits  of  wine.  I  have  also  tried 
"  Athenian's  "  recipe,  turpentine  and  resin.  With 
ordinary  care  I  have  never  found  the  tying  slip  or 
draw  in  either  case. 

The  recipe  of  "  Glanrhos "  seems  to  be  quite 
good  enough  for  all  general  purposes.  There  is  one 
part  of  his  letter  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  23  with  which 
J,  and  I  fancy  others  also,  will  agree  to  differ 
entirely,  though  quite  amicably,  as  well  as  with 
"Val  Conson's  "  case  (in  same  issue),  as  put  "  /or 
eyed  flies  for  wet  fly  fishing,"  thovigh  the  four 
points  he  mentions  are  evidently  not  for  but  against 
eyed  flies.  I  admit  that  it  may  be  a  matter 
of  opinion  merely,  or  of  conviction,  or  of  experi- 
ence ;  but,  taking  both  pronouncements  together, 
I  confess  I  fail  to  comprehend  how,  at  the  end  of 
an  ordinary  cast  in  the  moving  water  of  a  running 
stream,  human  or  piscine  vision  can  detect  any 
essential  difference  in  the  behaviour  of  an  artificial 
eyed  fly  eompafed  with  a  blind  one.  I  think  either 
would  fall  very  much  as  it  was  cast,  that  they  do 
not  hang  at  all,  except  when  droppers  are  made  to 
do  so,  that  they  swim  as  nearly  as  possible  alike, 
while  the  hooking  powers  of  either  could  only  be 
compared  as  the  result  of  attentive  observations 
carried  on  fur  years  with  that  special  object. 

I  have  never  found  the  wake  caused — if  any — to 
interfere  with  the  taking  qualities  of  either  eyed  or 
blind  hook  flies,  and  I  consider  its  occurrence  to 
depend  more  o»  tlie  size  of  the  fly  than  upon  its 


being  either  blind  or  eyed  ;  whilst  from  my  experi- 
ence I  can  by  no  means  concede  the  sweeping  asser- 
tion that  "no  matter  how  they  may  be  attached, 
eyed  flies  are  practically  u  eless."  If  they  weie, 
how  is  it  that  their  use  has  become  so  general  and 
so  popular  ?  Then  let  us  continue  to  ho'd  our  own 
opinions. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

[By  all  means  1st  us  trj'  to  differ  amit^ably,  if  we 
must  differ.  For  instance,  I  cannot  understand  how 
eyed  flies  can  be  practinally  useless  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. I  havB  found  them  kill  well  fished  as 
wet  flies  are  with  three  on  a  cast. — Ed.] 

WAX  AND  EYED  V.  BLIND  FLY  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  reading  in  these  columns  has 
been  of  special  interest  lately  to  amateur  fly-tiers 
like  myself,  and  our  thanks  are  to  the  many  expert 
anglers  who  have  very  kindly  given  us  the  benefit 
of  their  experience  in  various  patterns,  and  to  your- 
self for  inducing  them  to  do  so.  I  should  esteem 
it  a  favour  if  "  Val  Conson  "  would  put  mo  in  the 
way  of  obtaining  a  sound  fine-wired  hook,  blind  or 
eyed ;  there  is  so  much  rubbish  now  on  the  market, 
owing  to  prices  being  cut  absurdly  low  I  suppose, 
that  I  have  discarded  the  fuie  wire  entirely,  except 
the  Model  Parfait,  and  oven  these  are  far  from 
strong  in  the  smaller  sizes,  such  as  are  necessary  for 
the  majority  of  our  small  flies.  The  great  amount 
of  hackle  now  used  in  the  dry-fly  would  not  be 
required  if  we  could  got  finer  hooks,  and,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  it  woidd  be  a  decided  advantage. 

Hutchinson's  could  doubtless  supply  such  a  hook, 
but  unfortunately  they  require  such  a  large  order  in 
anything  outside  their  stock  wires  and  bends.  I 
tried  them  for  eyed  flies  a  year  or  two  ago  ;  they 
were  most  courteous  in  submitting  patterns  in  the 
soft,  but  to  my  regret  I  could  not  induce  them  to 
make  me  a  range  of  six  sizes,  200  of  each,  even  at  a 
stiff  retail  price,  so  I  am  not  encouraged  to  try  again. 
I  have  tried  the  liquid  wax  recommended  by 
"  Glanrhos,"  and  like  it  immensely,  but  was  also 
unable  to  obtain  cobbler's  wax  sufficiently  light 
coloured  for  pale  silks.  I  have  long  used  a  clear 
wax  prepared  by  Will  Chambers,  Market  Place, 
Manclxester,  and  find  it  excellent  ;  he  does  not  sell 
it  I  believe,  but  willingly  sends  a  piece  with  any 
order  for  fly-tying  materials. 

I  hope  we  have  not  seen  the  last  of  "More 
Jottings,"  etc.,  and  other  instructive  articles  on 
fly-tying  ;  they  have  formed  a  most  attractive 
addition  to  our  Fishing  Gazette  during  the  "  close 
time."  We  have  a  long  wait  here  in  Derbyshire  ;  it 
will  be  well  into  May  before  the  trout  get  really  fit 
to  tackle,  even  in  bonny  Dovedale,  beloved  of  the 
"Amateur  Angler."  Alas,  it  is  fast  becoming  a 
favourite  haunt  of  the  ubiquitous  tripper  ! — Yoiirs 
truly,  B.  B. 

Buxton. 


"OLD  HARRY." 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  resident  of  Bodmin,  and  having 
known  Old  Harry  for  something  Hke  forty  years, 
I  can  fully  endorse  every  word  that  my  friend 
"  Noss  Mayo  "  wrote  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  16.  The 
poor  old  fellow  is  on  his  last  legs,  and  is  in  abject 
poverty.  I  doubt  very  much  if  he  will  live  to  see 
the  end  of  the  coming  fishing  season.  I  fully 
expect  that  he  will  one  day  be  found  dead  by  the 
river.  I  hope  I  may  not  be  the  finder.  The  Rev. 
Cyril  Mayhew,  Vicar  of  Bodmin,  will  be  very  glad 
to  receive  anything  that  may  be  sent  him  for  the 
benefit  of  Old  Harry,  and  with  your  kind  per- 
mission, Mr.  Editor,  he  will  acknowledge  same  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  may  add  that  the  portrait  of 
Old  Harry  which  appeared  on  p.  39  of  Jan.  16  was 
taken  by  that  celebrated  photographer,  W.  Rochavd, 
of  Bodmin. — Yours  truly,  W.  R.  G. 

COLOUR  OF  SALMON  ENTERING  FRESH 
WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — I  cannot  of  course  positively  aSsert 
that  salmon  turn  colour  before  entering  fresh  water, 
but  I  have  several  times  seen  them  in  the  weir  at 
Lynmouth  in  that  condition.  Particularly  I  re- 
member in  September,  1867,  that  the  grating  had 
not  been  taken  up  during  the  weekly  close  time,  and 
several  fish  were  waiting  for  the  returning  tide.  One 
of  them  was  a  cock  fish  of  about  251b.,  as  red  as  a 
herring,  and  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  there  had 
beonno  flood  for  some  time  previous. — Yours  truly, 

R.  N. 

P.S. — During  dry  autumn  weather  I  have  noticed 
on  spring  tides  that  salmon  will  come  up  with  the 
flood  almost  into  frosh  water,  and  drop  back  with 
the  ebb.  May  not  the  change  of  colour  be  due  to 
frequent  exposure  to  brackish  water  ? 

[Yes,  no  doubt  salmon  will  get  red  if  they  have  to 
hang  about  long  in  brackish  water,  but  I  doubt  if 
fish  coming  fresh  from  the  ocean  are  ever  red.  If 
near  spawning  they  very  quickly  change  colour  after 
leaving  the  sea. — Ed.] 


BAITS  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  some  of  your  readers  please 
oblige  with  any  information  as  to  most  suitable  bait 
for  conger  and  codling.  I  am  recommended  whelks 
or  mussels.  Should  they  be  used  raw  or  cooked? — 
Yours  truly,  Southpokt. 

FISHING  DRY-FLIES  WET. 

Sir, — Is  there  any  disadvantage  in  fishing  wet 
with  a  dry-fly — that  is,  a  fly  tied  specially  for  dry- 
fly  fishing,  with  separate,  extended  wings  ?  In  the 
river  on  which  I  now  fish,  which  is  very  rapid  and 
generally  rough,  I  find  that,  except  when  it  is  very 
low  and  the  air  still,  wet-fly  fishing  is  most  success- 
ful. 1  should  be  glad  to  know  if  a  dry-fly  can  be 
used,  with  reasonable  luck,  for  both  kinds  of  fishing  ; 
or  whether  it  is  practically  neijessary  to  have  both 
kinds  of  flies. — Yours  truly,  NoviCK. 

Brampton  Bryan. 

[Certainly  flies  intended  for  dry-fly  fishing  can  be 
used  with  good  success  for  wet-fly  work  ;  but  pro- 
bably better  results  would  be  got  if  flies  intended  for 
wet-fly  fishing  .were  used.  "  Novice  "  could  easily 
tost  the  matter  by  buying  a  few  dressed  for  each 
style  {of  the  same  flies)  and  testing  them. — Ed.] 

POISONING  FROM  MUSSELS. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  my  letter  of  Jan.  23,  I 
have  found  out  that  the  Cornish  mussels  I  spoke  of 
can  be  eaten.  Consequently  1  must  put  down  the 
blood-poisoning  to  using  stale  bait  (lug,  etc.),  aiul 
above  all  to  wearing  gloves.  I  sliall  never  fish  in 
gloves  again.  I  have  heard  of  doctors'  (if  careless 
about  disinfectants)  poisoning  their  gloves,  and  sub- 
sequently their  hands. — Yours  truly, 

R.  W.  Veknon. 


HARDY'S   OVAL  WIRE-EYED  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — Herewith  we  have  pleasure  to  hand 
you  a  few  samples  of  our  patent  "  oval  "  wire  salmon 
fly-hooks  with  a  new  style  of  eye.  This,  you  will 
notice,  is  of  a  size  barely  sufficient  to  take  two 
stout  strands  of  salmon  gut,  and  is  slightly  upturned. 
The  object  of  the  upturn  is  simply  to  permit  the 
main  strand  (in  finisliing  the  figure-of-eight  knot) 
to  come  in  a  direct  line  with  the  shank  of  the  hook. 
We  would  call  your  attention  to  the  extremely  neat 
appearance  of  tliis  eyed  hook  when  tied  to  the  gut 
(see  samples  enclosed),  and  we  may  further  say  that 
any  of  the  usual  figure-of-eight  knots  can  be  used 
to  attach  it,  the  same  as  are  employed  with  gut 
eyes  ;  in  fact,  the  whole  endeavour  has  been  to 
bring  the  shape  of  the  eye  as  nearly  as  possible  to 
the  usual  gut  eyes. 

The  shape  of  the  hook  differs  a  good  deal  from  the 
ordinary  Limerick  in  this  way,  that  instead  of  the 
point  inchning  inwards  towards  the  shank,  it  is 
parallel  to  it,  the  extreme  point  being  slightly  out, 
so  that  in  coming  into  contact  with  any  substance 
the  point  is  the  first  thing  to  touch,  and  as  the 
object  of  a  hook  is  in  the  first  instance  to  "  lay  hold," 
there  is  much  more  probabihty  of  this  shape  doing 
so  than  in  the  ordinary  Limerick. 

We  personally  tried  these  hooks  during  last 
autumn,  and  they  gave  the  greatest  satisfaction. 
They  are  made  single  sizes  6-0  to  9,  double  3-0  to  9, 
both  eyed  and  tapered  shanks. 

In  putting  these  hooks  on  the  market,  however, 
they  are  not  for  sale  in  the  usual  wa,y,  but  are 
intended  only  for  our  own  use  in  dressing  flies,  in 
which  case  fhes  dressed  on  them  are  charged  merely 
the  usual  price,  as  if  ordinary  Limerick  hooks  had 
been  used.  We  may  tell  you  that  they  are  very 
costly  to  make,  and  naturally  in  dressing  flies  on 
them  the  profit  is  considerably  reduced,  but  our 
endeavour  has  been  to  produce  a  salmon  fly-hook 
which  would  give  more  satisfaction  than  those 
at  present  in  use,  and  in  tliis  we  hope  we  have  been 
somewhat  successful.  We  will  be  much  obhged 
if  you  can  find  space  to  notice  this  in  your  valuable 
journal.— Yours  truly.  Hardy  Brothers. 

p,S_  We  have  tied  one  of  these  and  a  turned- 
down  eyed  hook  of  the  same  size  to  a  piece  of 
salmon  gut  for  comparison.  They  are  japanned 
black. 

[These  hooks  seem  to  me  to  be  first-class  in  every 
respect.  At  first  glance  they  look,  M-hen  seen  side- 
ways, rather  heavy  in  the  wire,  but  tliis  arises  from 
the  slight  flattening  of  the  wire  to  get  the  oval  shape. 
I  hke  the  very  slight  side  twist  of  the  point,  also  the 
neat  eye  and  the  black  japanning.  The  eye  is 
formed  in  the  tapered  shank  by  bending  the  shank, 
and  bringing  that  end  of  the  shank  down  by  the  side 
of  the  other  part  of  the  shank.  I  beheve  I  first 
suggested  this  plan  a  good  many  years  ago  ;  its 
advantage  is  that  there  is  no  brazing  and  nO  metal 
end  to  cut  the  gut.  I  fancy  Messrs.  Hardy  may 
have  to  make  the  eye  slightly  larger  for  stout 
salmon  gut. — Ed.] 
I        {Several  leitera  are  unavoidabljf  held  over.) 
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House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  Famous  Luton  Hoo  Lake  to  be  Drained, 
Cleared  of  Coakse  Fish,  and 
Stocked  with  Rainbows. 

I  AM  rather  sorry  to  hear  that  one  of  the  most 
famous  pike  and  coarse  fish  lakes  in  the  country, 
Luton  Hoo,  is  to  be  drained  and  stocked  with  rain- 
bows, ily  informant  is  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  of 
"the  Piscatorial  Society,  who  has  been  there 
recently  :  — 

'  *'  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Probably  you  know,  but 
in  case  you  have  not  had  the  information,  the  Luton 
Hoo  will  not  be  fished  for  some  time  to  come, 
fished  there  recently,  and  had  the  information  given 
me  that  I  was  probably  the  last  to  fish  for  pike  in 
these  waters,  as  I  am  informed  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  present  owner  to  drain  the  water  off,  mud  it, 
and  restock  later  with  rainbow  trout.  The  con 
tractor  found  that  there  was  an  average  depth  of 
4ft.  of  mud,  in  some  places  it  runs  to  5ft..  and 
in  others  to  3ft.    I  found  the  water  very  thick, 

'  extremely  weedy,  and  I  did  not  have  a  run  the 
whole  day.  I  send  you  this  information,  as  I  am 
Bure  many  anglers  who  have  fished  the  waters  for 
pike  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of  its  future  ;  at  the  same 
time,  if  permission  be  granted,  as  before,  for 
rainbow  trout,  tho.se  who  wield  the  fly-rod  will  be 
pleased. — Faithfully  yours. 

"  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf." 

Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford. 
I  am  sure  many  anglers  will  be  glad  to  know  that 
Baily's  Magazine  "  for  February  contains  an  ex- 
cellent photogravure  portrait  of  Mr.  Frederic  M. 
Halford  with  a  biographical  note, 

Mr.  Edmonds'  Great  Roach.! 
Messrs.  Cooper,  the  famous  fish  preservers,  of 
lia^lnor-strcct,  St.  Luke's,  London,  sent  me  up  the 
1^1  b.  l.ljoz.  roach  caught  by  Mr.  Edmonds  in  the 
'I'ham  a+  already  recorded  in  our  columns.  Tt  is 
the  finest  roaoh  I  have  ever  seen,  and  is  beau 
tifuUy  sot  up. 


Trout  Selling  Well.' 

Our  advertisement  manager  tells  me  that  the 
Wye  Valley  Trout  Farm  ask  him  not  to  repeat 
their  advertisement  at  present,  as  they  are  "  sold 
out  "  at  the  moment. 

Fish  Culture  in  America.- 

I  see  that  a  monthly  journal  devoted  to  fish- 
culture  has  been  started  in  America.  The  Hon. 
Daniel  Fearing's  paper  on  the  striped  bass  has 
awakened  general  interest  in  that  grand  sporting 
sea  fish,  and  the  United  States  Fish  Commission 
have  granted  £500  for  the  artificial  cultivation  of 
this  fish.  I  hope  it  may  be  possible  to  consider  the 
pros  and  cons  with  regard  to  an  attempt  to  introduce 
the  fish  to  our  waters  before  long. 

A  Rod  to  Let  on  a  Norwegian  River; 
A  salmon  angler  called  on  me  the  other  day  to 
ask  if  I  happened  to  know  anyone  who  wanted  a 
rod  on  a  salmon  river  in  Norway  from  middle  of 
July  to  middle  of  September.  I  do  not  at  the 
moment,  but  I  said  I  would  mention  it  as  it  might 
suit  some  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  It  is  on 
about  ten  miles  of  the  Vessen  River,  which  is  pretty 
far  north  ;  last  season  was  not  very  good,  the  bag 
of  one  rod  being  5001b.  ;  it  is  mostly  all  harling. 
The  fishing  lodge  looks  a  very  comfortable  one  in 
the  photograph  ;  the  price  is  £100,  which  includes 
lodge  accommodation  and  grub  for  two  months,  but 
not  drinks  or  boatmen.  The  angler  has  nine  boats 
on  the  ten  miles,  so  it  must  be  roughish  water. 
Anyone  wanting  further  particulars  should  write  to 
"  Piscator,"  care  of  Messrs.  Reynell,  44,  Chancery- 
lane,  W.C, 

Fly  Rods  to  Let  on  the  Lea.- 
Mr.  Sydney  Shum,  of  28,  Theobald's  -  road, 
writes  : — "  I  have  two  miles  of  water  in  the  River 
Lsa,  at  Wheathampstead,  fifty-five  minutes  from 
town,  and  require  four  rods  to  fill  up  vacancies. 
There  is  a  good  stock  of  fish,  and  plenty  of  water, 
of  course,  this  season.  The  price  is  £25  per  rod.  I 
have  known  the  river  and  fished  it  for  twenty-three 
years,  and  there  is  good  inn  accommodation  in  the 
village.  There  are  plenty  of  l|lb.  trout,  and 
during  the  May  Fly  season  2Jlb.  to  3lb.  fish  turn 
up.'i 

I  am  sure  Mr.  Shum  would  give  anyone  wishing 
to  get  a  rod  faciUties  to  see  the  water, 

A  Note  from  Derbyshire. 
I  am  sorry  to  see  that  "  Red  Ant,"  writing  in  the 
Daily  Telegraph,  says  that  the  Derwent  below  Darley 
Bridge  "  is  rapidly  losing  its  prestige  as  a  good  class 
grayling  stream  may  be  gauged  from  the  moderately 
poor  attendance  of  visitors  recently.  Both  members 
and  season  ticket  holders  to  the  club's  waters  at 
Darley  Bridge  have  manifested  Uttle  desire  to  visit 
this  once  proUfic  section,  and  save  for  the  capture 
of  a  few  nice  grayling  by  anglers  residing  in  the 
locaUty  there  would  be  practically  nothing  to 
record.  The  conditions  have  certainly  not  been  so 
favourable  as  one  might  have  wished,  the  water,  if 
anything,  being  a  trifle  too  clear,  whilst  the  cold 
winds  have  added  to  the  discomfiture  of  those  out. 
Float  fishing  in  the  fine-and-far-off  style  has 
accounted  for  sundry  sizeable  fish,  but  the  most 
expert  angler  has  failed  to  land  a  noteworthy 
display.  The  private  and  free  waters  in  the 
Matlock  Bridge  district  have  had  several  locals  at 
work,  and  a  few  brace  of  fish  have  been  captured. 
For  these  waters  '  cockspur '  worms  are  to  be 
imphcitly  relied  upon  for  bait.  The  Holmesford 
and  Whatstandwell  reaches  have  been  well  patron- 
ised, and  in  most  cases  a  few  brace  of  mixed  fish 
have  been  creeled.  Several  resident  anglers  have 
essayed  a  trial  amongst  the  big  pike  the  waters 
near  to  Whatstandwell  contain,  but  with  poor 
success.'' 

On  Monday  evening,  Feb.  29,  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  will  deliver  a  lecture  on  "Colour 
Photography,"  illustrated  with  limelight  views 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 

The  Johannesburg  (Transvaal)  Star  has  a  com- 
plimentary note  and  quotations  from  our  last 
Christmas  Number.  It  appears  that  anglers  out 
there  arc  hoping  to  get  trout  established  in  some 
of  the  streams,  R.  B,  MARSTONi 


IN  NORTH-EASTERN  FINLAND. 

The  great  Kemi  River,  which  diflcharges  at  the 
head  of  the  Bothnian  Gulf,  and  which  drains  an  area 
of  more  than  5I{,0(X)  square  kilometres,  is  found  by 
the  junction  of  a  large  numVjer  of  streams  in  Northern 
Finland,  and  so  different  are  the  directions  from 
which  these  converge  that  the  sources  of  the  most 
distant  from  one  another  ate  something  like  350  kilo- 
metres apart.  The  most  eastern  confluent,  that 
which  bears  the  name  of  Kemi  throughout,  rises  far 
to  the  north-east,  near  the  frontier  of  Russian 
Lapland,  and  is  separated  from  the  head  waters  of 
the  Nuorti,  which  flows  towards  the  White  Sea,  by 
a  strip  of  "  fjeld,"  only  3  kilometres  broad,  called 
"  Sotataival  "  (literally,  the  War  Neek  of  Land) ; 
across  this  strip  in  the  days  of  old  the  men  of 
Eastern  Bothnia  used  to  drag  their  boat«  when  on 
plundering  expeditions  to  Kola. 

These  wild,  remote,  and  uninhabited  tracts  are 
now  seldom  visited  by  man  ;  an  article,  therefore, 
published  in  a  recent  number  of  the  well-known 
Finnish  sporting  magazine,  "  Tidskrift  for  J-tgare 
och  Fiskare,"  descriptive  of  a  journey  made  last 
summer  by  boat  to  the  upper  waters  of  the  Nuorti 
via  the  Kemi  River,  possesses  considerable  interest 
for  British  anglers  in  search  of  a  new  field  of  opera- 
tions. The  following  is  an  epitome  thereof  : — The 
descent  of  the  Kitinen  River,  including  the  great 
Aska  Rapids  (where  so  many  fives  have  been  lost), 
and  those  of  Orakoski  and  Porttikoski  to  the  point 
of  junction  with  the  swift-Solving  Kemi,  was  safely 
accompUshed,  and  the  ascent  of  the  latter  river  was 
commenced  the  day  after  Sodankyla,  the  original 
point  of  departure  ;  poUng  then  took  the  place  of 
rowing.  That  night  was  spent  in  camp  by  the  river- 
side, the  next  at  the  large  and  prosperous  "  gaard  -- 
of  Savukoski.  "  This  year,"  says  the  writer,  "  the 
salmon  fishing,  which  is  energetically  carried  on 
here,  and  which  sometimes,  as  for  instance  last 
summer,  yields  comparatively  good  results,  was  a 
total  failureowing  to  the  high  water.  In  '  Vertebrata 
fennica'  'Mela'  states  that  only  occasionally  is 
Salmo  solar  met  with  higher  up  the  Kemi  River  than 
the  junction  with  it  of  the  Tenniojokki,  five  kilo- 
metres above  Savukoski.  As  a  fact,  however,  these 
fish  are  caught  every  year  as  far  up  as  the  mouth  of 
the  Varriojoki,  40  kilometres  above  the  Tenniojokki, 
in  some  seasons— that  of  1901  for  instance— in 
hundreds.'' 

At  Savukoski  the  supply  of  proinsions  for  the 
summer  was  completed,  and  the  next  night  was  spent 
at  Martinkyla,  where  a  guide,  "  opas,"  was  engaged, 
and  good-bye  said  to  civiUsation.  The  bird  hfe  of 
the  river,  hitherto  somewhat  scanty,  now  became 
more  abundant,  and  many  ducks  were  seen  ;  after  a 
somewhat  hard  day  camp  was  pitched  for  the  night 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Voutojoki,  40  kilometres  above 
Martinkyla.  The  weather,  which  had  hitherto  been 
fine,  now  broke,  and  rain  began  to  fall ;  the  "  miggs,'' 
as  a  natural  consequence,  woke  up.  and  the  "  rau- 
kinen,"  or  mosquito  tent,  had  to  be  brought  into 
use.  Next  morning  the  main  river  was  left,  and  the 
journey  continued  up  the  confluent,  Vauttojoki, 
wliich  enters  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Kemi. 
Hitherto  things  had  gone  comparatively  easily,  but 
now  the  real  difiiculties  began.  The  stream  soon 
became  very  narrow  and  winding  ;  its  banks  were 
overgrown  with  willow  scrub,  which  interfered  con- 
siderably with  progress  ;  in  places  there  was  hardly 
room  for  a  boat,  and  so  sharp  were  the  turns  that 
the  two  craft  had  often  to  be  dragged  overland. 
Through  a  monotonous  and  somewhat  swampy 
country  the  journey  was  continued  against  the  slow- 
flowing,  but— in  proportion  to  its  width— very  deep 
stream.  Gradually  the  outUne  of  Sotatunturi 
became  more  and  more  distinct,  until,  when  the 
great  grass-covered  swamp  of  Youtunvuosto  was 
reached,  it  seemed  close  bv,  although  in  reaUty  still 
several  kilometres  distant.  "  On  Youtunvuosto.  - 
writes  the  traveller,  "  immense  numbers  of  waders 
and  ducks  breed,  and  in  hundreds  the  former  flew 
screaming  round  the  boats.  The  varieties  most 
numerously  represented  seemed  to  be  Totanus 
juscus.  T.  glariola.  T.  glottis,  and  A'«»i€nnw  phaopus; 
while  less  plentiful  were  Totanus  cahdris  and 
Scolopax  gallinago.  Of  ducks  I  saw  Ana^  crecca  and 
A  penelope.  Add  to  these  numerous  specimens  of 
Motacilla  flava.  and  varieties  of  Anthus,  Sylvia,  and 
Emberiza,  which  amid  the  luxuriant  grass  ot  willow 
bushes  on  the  banks  of  the  stream  find  esceUent 
nesting-places,  and  an  idea  of  the  bird  Ute  on  this  far 
northern  '  moss  '  is  obtained."-  A  further  pece  of 
difficult  poUng  through  grass  and  bushes,  and  tUe 
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foot  of  Sotatunturi  (or  Sotataival)  was  reached. 
Over  this  strip  of  fjeld,  which  here  forms  the 
watershed  between  the  Kemi  and  Nuorti  rivers, 
it  took  two  days'  hard  work  to  transport  the 
boats  and  their  contents  ;  and  after  that  the  descent 
of  the  Sotajoki  was  commenced.  This  little  tribu- 
tary of  the  Nuorti  resembles,  more  especially  in  the 
upper  part  of  its  course,  the  Voutojoki,  but  it  is 
somewhat  less  sinuous,  and  its  banks  are  less  over- 
grown with  willows.  In  the  course  of  the  first  day 
severallots  of  wild  geese{ Anser  segelam) were  put  up; 
the  young  birds  were  already  quite  large,  and  the  old 
on33  very  shy  and  keeping  at  a  respectful  distance. 
The  plant  vegetation  along  the  banks  was  parti- 
cularly luxuriant  and  rich  in  colour,  but  there  were 
not  many  different  varieties.  Polemoneum  coeru- 
leum.  Geranium  sylvaticum,  and  Trollius  Europmis 
were  very  common. 

This  river  proved  to  be  full  of  trout,  the  majority 
of  which,  however,  wei-e  of  no  great  size — the 
largest  caught  measured  50  centimetres,  but  the 
weather  was  unfavourable,  and  the  temperature 
during  the  first  half  of  July  was  from  lOdeg.  to 
12deg.  Celsius  only.  After  a  fortnight  spent  on  this 
stream  the  tent  was  struck,  and  the  journey  con- 
tinued on  the  main  river.  At  the  point  where  tlie 
Sotajoki  joins  the  Nuorti  the  latter  has  already 
acquired  a  width  of  from  120  yards  to  130  yards  ; 
it  is  shallow,  however  ;  the  bottom  is  composed  of 
coarse  white  sand,  and  the  water  is  extremely  clear. 
Quantities  of  flowers  adorn  its  banks,  and  numbers 
of  fieldfares  and  redwings  build  in  the  birch  thickets. 
Further  up  pine  woods  take  the  place  of  the  latter. 
There  being  no  difficult  rapids  to  ascend,  the  mouth 
of  the  Tulppio  was  reached  after  little  more  than  an 
hour's  poling  ;  there  the  Nuorti  quite  loses  the 
character  of  a  great  river,  and  becomes  narrow  and 
rapid  ;  as  fly-fishing  water,  however,  it  is  pretty 
nearly  perfect,  rapid  and  fall  succeeding  one  another 
in  endless  profusion  with  deep,  quiet  pools  between  ; 
and  whereas  further  down  trout  were  very  hard  to 
get,  practically  any  number  were  now  obtainable, 
and  of  a  much  better  average  size  than  on  the 
Sotajoki.  After  an  uncomfortable  wet  night,  the 
upward  journey  was  continued  in  warm  rainy 
weather  ;  a  large  number  of  trout  were  caught,  but 
the  average  was  not  up  to  that  of  the  previous  day, 
nor  were  the  fish  so  red  in  the  flesh.  By  midday 
the  stream  had  become  so  shallow  that  all  had  to  get 
into  the  water  to  drag  the  boats  forward,  and  soon, 
although  deep  and  rapid,  it  was  not  more  than  from 
1 1  metre  to  2  metres  wide.  Two  men,  one  on  each 
bank,  now  towed  the  boats,  and  this  method  of  pro- 
gress, which  at  a  distance  had  a  curious  effect,  was 
continued  until  evening,  when  the  tent  was  pitched 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Nuortitunturi.  Next  morn- 
ing, the  weather  showing  signs  of  improvement,  an 
excursion  was  made  to  that  mountain,  with  regard 
to  which  the  traveller  writes  : — "  The  top,  on  which 
a  cairn  of  stones  has  been  built,  and  which  forms  the 
point  of  junction  between  the  frontier  and  the  dis- 
trict of  Kuolaj.'irvi,  was  visited.  Although  the 
weather  was  otherwise  jileasant,  on  the  bare  moun- 
tain an  icy  '  nortlier  '  blew,  which  compelled  us  to 
seek  shelter  behind  rocks  and  boulders.  The  view 
from  Nuortitunturi  is  enormously  extensive,  and  is 
magnificent  in  its  wild  grandeur.  To  the  north 
and  east  lies  Russian  Lapland  with  its  snow-clad 
mountains  and  all  their  varied  colouring  ;  to  the 
south  and  west  mountain  and  forest  as  far  as  the  eye 
can  reach.  The  only  sign  of  man  is  the  broad 
frontier  line,  which,  like  a  huge,  grey  serpent,  winds 
up  and  down  the  mountains  and  heights,  finally 
disappearing  in  the  blue  distance.  Towards  even- 
ing, when  lying  under  a  thick  pine  tree,  sheltering 
from  the  rain  which  was  again  descending,  one  of 
the  men  shouted  to  me  from  a  distance  of  about 
30  metres.  S:;izing  the  nearest  gun,  I  ran  quickly 
to  the  spot,  and  was  just  in  time  to  see  four  gluttons 
bounding  away  aerosj  the  moor  some  80  metres  or 
100  metres  off.  When  the  man  first  noticed  them 
it  appeared  they  were  quietly  rootinglabout  the  bed 
of  a  small  stream  only  40  metres  distant,  so  that,  if 
instead  of  shouting,  which,  of  course,  had  the  effect 
of  alarming  them,  he  had  quietly  informed  me  of 
their  jjresence,  I  would  have  had  an  excellent 
chance.  Having  No.  7  shot  in  both  barrels,  there 
was,  of  course,  no  use  in  firing.  The  heavy  rain 
was,  no  doubt,  the  cause  of  the  animals'  want  of 
watchfulness." 

Three  kilometres  from  the  camp  lay  a  small  like, 
Ainijilrvi.abouta  kilometre  long  and  from  400  metres 
to  500  metres  broad,  l)uried  in  thick  woods,  its 
('hores  overgrown  with  sedge-grass.  This  loch  con- 
tained abundance  of  fine  trout,  which  took  the  fly 


freely  ;  their  average  size,  too,  was  good,  and  their 
edible  qualities  excellent,  their  flesh  being  as  red  as 
a  salmon  and  very  fat.  There  were  two  distinct 
varieties — the  one  silvery,  with  white  belly  and 
violet-coloured  back,  bright  scales,  and  dark  spots 
on  the  sides  ;  the  other  brownish,  with  darker  back, 
red  spots  on  the  sides,  and  belly  of  a  dirty  white 
colour,  similar,  in  fact,  to  the  Nuorti  fish.  The 
former,  when  hooked,  fought  hard,  leaping  above  the 
water  hkc  grilse  ;  the  latter  were  not  nearly  so 
lively.  Besides  trout  Ainijiirvi  contained  quan- 
tities of  perch,  l)ut  of  grayling  or  other  fisii  there 
was  no  trace. 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  a  summer 
cruise  through  these  little  known  districts  of  Finland 
offers  few  difficulties,  and  a  good  many  attractions 
to  those  who  do  not  mind  roughing  it  a  bit.  Apart 
from  weather  eccentricities,  the  mosquitoes,  of 
course,  constitute  the  great  drawback,  for  they 
swarm  everywhere,  and  throughout  the  twenty-four 
hours  thei'c  is  little  respite  from  their  attacks. 
Nevertheless,  a  good  deal  may  be  done  to  mitigate 
e'ven*  this  evil,  and  life  need  not  be  rendered  alto- 
gether miserable  by  these  bloodthirsty  insects. 

The  ice  on  the  Nuorti  breaks  up  very  early, 
usually  about  the  beginning  of  April,  when  the 
other  water  systems  are  still  ice-bound  ;  and  in 
May  the  trout  take  very  well.  lRugde, 


SPEING  TROUT  FLTES. 


VARIOUS  STANDARD  DRESSINGS. 


(Continued  from  page  76.) 

The  February  Red.— This,  the  Red  Fly  or  Old 
Joan  of  Ronald,  is  thus  described  by  him  : — "  In  a 
forward  spring  this  fly  comes  out  about  the  middle 
of  February  ;  it  is  in  season  until  the  end  of  March, 
and  may  be  used  on  fine  but  rather  windy  days  until 
tlie  blue  dun  and  other  flies  come  on.  .  I  have  taken 
very  large  grayling  with  it.  It  is  abundant  at  Bake- 
well  in  March  and  April.  Imitation. — Body  :  The 
dubbing  is  composed  of  t  he  dai  k-red  part  of  squir- 
I'el's  fur  mixed  with  an  equal  quantity  of  claret- 
coloured  mohair,  showing  the  most  claret  colour  at 
the  txil  of  tlie  fly.  This  is  spun  on  brown  silk 
thread  to  form  the  body.  Wings  :  EVom  the  softest 
quill  feather  of  the  pea-hen's  wing  which  approaches 
the  tint.  Legs:  Of  a  claret -coloured  siaj/ied  hackle. 
No  feather  of  its  natural  colour  that  I  know  of  is 
of  the  proper  shade.  Clip  some  of  the  upper  fibres 
off,  that  the  wings  may  lie  flat.  Hook  No.  2 
(Kendal)  short." 

Remarks. — This  is  the  earliest  fly  in  North  Derby- 
shire. The  tint  of  the  wings  is  that  of  a  cake  of 
glue  held  between  the  eye  and  the  sun.  It  is  best 
made  hackle-way,  with  the  under  covert  feather 
of  a  woodcock's  wing  wound  upon  the  above  body. 
In  Lancashire  it  is  called  Old  Joan,  and  the  body  is 
made  rough  with  claret-coloured  German  wool. 
Thus  made  it  kills  well  on  the  Derwent. 

The  February  Red.  Dressing  given  by  Mr. 
Francis  Francis. — "  This  fly  belongs  to  the  PerUdse, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  same  family  as  the  great 
stone  fiy,  the  smaller  willow  fly,  and  the  still  smaller 
needle  brown.  Their  wings,  of  which  they  have  two 
sets,  are  hard,  horny,  and  shining,  and  are  folded 
flat  on  the  back  in  a  very  small  space,-  and,  though 
comparatively  small-looking  insects  when  at  rest, 
when  on  the  wing  their  appearance  is  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  double  allowance  of  wings.  I  have 
the  dressing  of  this  fly  from  the  late  Mr.  Ackers, 
president  of  the  Leintwardine  Club.  Body  :  Two 
turns  of  dirty  claret-red  mohair  at  the  tail,  and 
medium  brown  mohair,  with  a  strand  or  two  of 
hare's  ear  and  claret  thrown  in  for  the  rest  of  the 
body.  Hackle  :  Dark-grizzled  blue  dun  (cock's). 
Wing  :  A  slip  from  the  back  of  a  pea-hen.  Hook  : 
No.  9  or  10,  or  larger  for  rough  weather.". 

The  Olive  Fly.  Ephemera's  Dressing. — "  Body 
of  dark  olive  mohair.  Wings  :  A  starling's  wing- 
feather,  to  stand  upright.  Tail :  Two  whisks  of  a 
mottled  mallard's  feather  ;  to  be  tipped  with  a  lap 
of  silver  tinsel.  This  fly  may  be  advantageously 
varied  by  mixing  with  the  mohair  a  little  yellow 
hare's  fur,  and  tying  on  with  yellow  silk."- 

The  Blue  Dun. — This  "  cock-winged  "*  fly  is  one 

*  The  t^rm  "cock-winged"  is  applied  to  flies 
in  which  the  wings  stand  up  free  from  the  body,  as 
in  tlie  May  Fly  ;  the  term  "flat-winged"  is  applied 
to  flies  in  which  the  wings  lie  flat  on  the  body  of 
the  fly,  as  in  the  common  bluebottle. — Ed. 


of  our  very  best  fliefl.  It  is  used  on  every  trout 
stream  (the  dressings  vary  much),  and  will  kill  the 
whole  season  through.  Ronald  says  : — "  This  fly 
lives  three  or  four  days,  tlien  becomes  the  Red 
Spinner.  It  begins  to  be  plentiful  in  the  early  part 
of  March  should  the  weather  be  mild."  Imitation. 
— Body  :  Fur  of  hare's  ear  and  face,  spun  very 
thinly  on  fine  yellow  silk,  and  wound  on  thickest  at 
the  shoulder.  Some  of  t  i ;  dubbing  is  then  pulled 
out  to  form  legs.  Tail  :  Two  fibres  of  a  dun  hackle.  • 
Wings  :  From  a  quill  feather  of  a  starling's  wing, 
whic^h  may  be  slightly  stained  in  onion  dye.  Legs  : 
If  a  sufficient  quantity  of  dubbing  cannot  be  picked 
out  for  the  legs,  two  or  tliree  turns  of  a  ginger  dun 
hackle  can  be  added,  and  will  help  to  keep  the  wings 
upright.  Put  these  on  last,  whipping  them  on  the' 
bare  hook,  and  finish  at  the  head. 

Remarks. — This  elegant  fly  kills  well  till  June, 
made  as  follows: — "Body  of  yellowsilk,  waxed,  with 
a  very  little  blue  dun  fur  from  rat,  mouse,  mole,  or 
rabbit  spun  upon  tlie  silk  so  that  the  yellow  showii 
through.  Body  :  Tapering  from  shoulder  to  tail. 
Legs  :  A  honey  dun  hackle,  four  or  five  turns. 
Wings  :  A  starling's  quill  feather,  put  on  last,  on 
the  bare  hook,  so  as  to  stand  up  boldly.  Wax  your  ■ 
silk  hghtly.". 

The  Blue  Dun.  Hofland's  Pattern.— "  Body  : 
Dubbed  with  water-rat's  fur,  and  ribbed  with  yellow 
silk.  Legs  :  A  dun  hen's  hackle.  Wings  :  From  the 
feather  of  a  starUng's  wing.  Tail :  Two  strands  of 
a  grizzled  cock's  hackle."- 

The  Blue  Dun.  Description  by  Mr.  Francis 
Francis. — On  turning  to  Mr.  Francis's  invaluable 
"  Book  on  Angling,"  we  find  he  states  what  we  had 
just  written  above  with  respect  to  this  fly  : — "  It 
is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  generally 
used  flies  in  the  kingdom.  It  is  known  equally  as 
the  Early  Dark  Dun,  the  Hare's  Ear,  and  the  Cock-, 
tail.  In  Lancashire,  Cumberland,  and  that  district' 
it  is  the  Blue  Bloa  ;  in  Yorkshire,  the  Blue  Drake  ; 
in  Devonshire,  the  Hare's  Pluck  and  the  Blue  Up- 
right ;  in  fact,  its  names  are  as  endless  as  those  of 
the  salmon  fry,  and  it  is  a  common  favourite  upon 
every  river  from  Caithness  to  Cornwall.  It  varies 
slightly  in  colour  according  to  the  temperature  and 
season.  If  t.he  day  be  cold  and  bleak,  it  has  a 
darker  tinge  than  in  warmer  and  more  genial 
weather.  Grizzled  fibres  pulled  from  the  hare's  ear 
are  favourite  materials  for  the  body,  and  these  are 
wTapped  in  sometimes  with  olive  silk,  so  that  the 
colour  may  be  seen  which  gives  the  variety  required. 
This  makes  rather  a  rougher  body  than  I  like.  So 
much,  however,  do  the  duns,  blue  and  yellow,  vary 
in  shade,  in  body,  in  wings,  or  legs,  that,  with  per- 
haps a  dozen  different  shades  in  my  book,  I  have  at 
times  been  unable  to  satisfactorily  hit  the  exact  hue  ; 
and  as  colour  is  more  to  the  fish  than  anything  else, 
I  cannot  recommend  too  strongly  to  the  angler  the 
advisability  of  having  a  good  and  complete  selection 
of  duns  of  various  shades.  Some  people  make  the 
body  of  this  fly  of  silk,  but  I  am  rapidly  eschewing^ 
silk  for  bodies,  because  you  never  can  be  sure  of  the 
colour— the  water  changes  it  so  much  ;  and  my 
method  is  to  take  a  couple  or  three  strands  from  the 
long  drooping  feather  of  the  heron's  breast,  and  to 
wrap  that  round  and  round,  and  to  rib  it  with  fine 
straw-coloured  silk  for  a  Ught-coloured  fly,  or  from 
the  wing  of  the  heron  for  a  darker  one.  'The  hackle 
to  be  a  blue  dun,  and  the  wing  a  starling  ;  lighter 
or  darker  as  you  want  a  lighter  or  darker  fly.  Many  ^ 
blue  duns  have  yellowish-olive  instead  of  blue  legs  ; 
a  touch  of  yellow  dye  on  a  blue  hackle  will  give  the 
right  shade.  A  strip  of  quill  of  the  right  colour  also 
makes  an  admirable  body.  Indeed,  quill  bodies  are 
now  rapidly  taking  the  place  of  all  othere.  You  can  ' 
dye  the  quill  of  almost  any  colour  you  like  ;  it  floats 
far  better  than  anything  else,  and  has  just  the  shine  j 
and  brilhancy  of  many  fly  bodies."- 

The  Blue  Dun.  Ogden  Smith's  Dressing. — "Body: 

A  small  portion  of  water-rat's  fur  spun  on  primrose 
silk.  Wings:  From  a  dark  starling's  feather,  set  on 
very  upright.  For  legs  :  A  dark  dun  hen's  hackle, 
set  in  close  up  behind  the  wings,  and  brought  well 
forward  underneath.  This  fly  is  dressed  in  a  variety 
of  shades  too  numerous  to  mention,  but  all  of  them 
useful  at  times.'l 

The  Blue  Dun.  David  Foster's  Pattern.—" Body: 
A  small  portion  of  blue  fur,  spun  sparsely  on  yellow 
silk.  Wings  :  From  the  field-fare's  wing  feather. 
Legs  :  A  light  dun  hackle. "-j 

The  Blue  Dun.  Blacker's  Pattern. —"  Body  : 
Mole's  fur,  slightly  mixed  with  bright  yellow  mohair ; 
a  light  dun  hackle  for  legs,  and  starling  wings. 
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BlMBLES. 

These  fancy  flies  can  be  used  the  whole  season 
"ough,  and  from  our  own  experience  of  them  in 
rious  parts  of  England  and  Scotland  we  can 
ongly  recommend  them  to  fly-fishers.  The  fol- 
ding dressings  are  from  that  capital  work  "  The 
ientific  Angler,"  by  the  late  David  Foster,  of  Ash- 
ume.  His  remarks  on  the  natural  history  of  our 
"t  anghng  flies,  their  imitations,  and  the  best  way 
use  them  are,  in  our  opinion,  among  the  best  in 
gUng  hterature. 

D.  Foster's  Dressings  of  "  Bumble  "  Flies. 

Bumble  (ordinary).  —  Hackle :  White  hen's, 
shghtly  stained  blue.  Body  :  Peacock  herl,  ribbed 
^nth  orange  and  puce-coloured  silk  (floss)  ;  tying 
bilk,  brown. 

Mulberry  Bumble. — Hackle:  Dun  hen's.  Body: 
Peacock  herl.  ribbed  with  mulberry-coloured  floss 
silk  ;  tjnng  silk,  claret. 

Red  Bumble  (or  Earwig)  — Hackle  :  Red  cock's, 
stained.  Body :  Peacock  herl,  ribbed  with  gold 
silk  ;  tying  silk,  dark  brown. 

Honey  Dun  Bumble. — Hackle  :  Furnace  cock's. 
Body  :  Peacock,  or  black  herl,  ribbed  with  dark 
orange  silk  ;  tying  silk,  red  brown. 

[This  is  a  splendid  killer. — Ed.] 

Black  Palmer. — Hackle  :  Black  cock's,  ribbed 
with  tine  silver  twist ;  tying  silk,  black. 

Furnace  Bumble.  — Hackle :  Furnace  cock's. 
Body  :  Peacock,  or  black  herl,  ribbed  with  dark 
orange  silk  ;  tying  silk,  red  brown. 

[Also  a  first-rate  fly. — Ed.] 

Golden  Palmer. — Hackle:  Bright  furnace.  Body: 
Peacock  herl,  ribbed  with  gold  twist. 

Grey  Palmer.  — Hackle :  Cock's,  with  black 
centre  and  whitish-grey  edge,  ribbed  with  fine 
round  silver  tinsel ;  tying  silk,  black. 

[This  is  an  A  1  grayhng  fly. — Ed.] 

A  variety  of  Palmers  may  be  made  by  intermixing 
the  materials  here  given  for  the  different  shades, 

(To  be  continued.) 


THIKTY  SEASONS 
SCANDINAVIA."  * 


IN 


I  OWE  Mr.  E.  B.  Kennedy  an  apology  for  not 
having  before  now  again  referred  to  his  dehghtful 
"  Thirty  Seasons  in  Scandinavia,",  an  account  of 
shooting  and  fishing  expeditions  in  which  I  am  sure 
every  sportsman  will  find  something  to  interest  him 
and  not  a  few  useful  hints.  Things  are  changing  in 
Norway  ;  it  is  not  so  easy  to  get  good  shooting  and 
fishing  as  it  was  when  Mr.  Kennedy  first  went  there 
in  the  early  seventies.  Even  the  dry-fly  has  made 
its  powere  felt  there,  for  Mr.  Kennedy  tells  us  of 
times  when  nothing  else  will  kill — when  "  the  sun  is 
-beating  fiercely  on  the  waters  of  lake  or  river  during 
a  day  devoid  of  wind."  The  May  My  is  prevalent  on 
many  of  the  waters  of  Scandinavia,  but,  "  owing 
presumably  to  the  altitude  and  difi^erence  in  climate 
they  are  more  erratic  with  regard  to  their  time  of 
rising  than  the  English  fly.  I  have  found  them  at 
periods  from  July  to  September  during  different 
years."  The  angler  in  Norway  might  get  a  useful 
hint  from  Mr.  Kennedy's  account  of  some  good  sport 
he  had  almost  by  accident.  He  was  fishing  with  his 
daughter  on  a  lake  in  Jemtland,  when  he  noticed 
some  swallows  and  terns  hawking  in  a  remote  and 
shallow  bay.  Rowing  to  the  spot,  it  turned  out  that 
birds  and  trout  and  char  as  well  were  feeding  on 
3Iay  FUes,  which  were  hatching  out  in  that  one  spot. 

We  all  have  a  certain  amount  of  respect  for  the 
angler  who  confimjs  himself  on  principle  to  "  fly 
•  nly,"  but  I  think  the  majority  of  anglers  will  agree 
u  ith  Mr.  Kennedy  that  "  the  best  angler  is  he  who 
'■an  get  his  hook  into  the  fish's  mouth,  be  that  hook 
in  fly,  minnow,  or  worm."  Of  course  he  is  referring 
only  to  waters  where  there  are  no  restrictions  ;  he 
"  prefers  the  fly  to  any  other  lure."- 

.\  Clever  American  Angler  who  uses  Barbless 
Hooks. 

On  p.  100  Mr.  Kennedy  pays  a  handsome  tribute 
'  i  the  skill  and  sportsmanfike  qualities  of  an 
\merican  friend  who  fished  with  him  in  Norway. 

*  "Thirty  Seasons  in  Scandinavia."  By  E.  B. 
Kennedy,  author  of  the  "  Black  Police  of  Queens- 
lanfl,"  etc.    London  :  Edward  Arnold; 


It  is  well  worth  quoting,  and  is  doubly  interesting  to 
me,  as  showing  what  can  bo  done  with  those  barbless 
hooks  used  in  Switzerland,  Italy,  and  Japan  by 
native  fly  Ushers.  I  have  had  them  in  my  fly- book 
for  many  ycais,  but  have  never  been  able  to  pump 
up  courage  enough  to  try  them  on  our  trout. 

"  My  Yankee  friend  was  one  of  the  best,  and,  in 
the  hteral  sense  of  the  word,  one  of  the  fine.sl  fisher- 
men I  ever  came  across.  He  only  used  one  sort  of 
rod — a  10ft.  Leonard,  a  perfectly-balanced  httle 
wisp  of  a  wand.  He  had  his  pecuharitics,  and 
would  never  try  for  a  record,  wherein  he  showed  his 
sense.  I  have  seen  him  turn  back  fish  after  fish,  and 
some  good  pounders  among  them,  because  he  did 
not  at  the  time  know  that  the  farmers  would  be  glad 
of  them.  And  what  did  he  take  them  with  ?  In- 
variably the  same  sort  of  '  spider  '  fly — a  tiny  green 
or  black  thin  hackle  tied  on  a  hook  which  possessed 
no  barb  whatsver.    It  had  a  sort  of  square  cut  at 


a-Fishing,'  by  Dr.  Prime,  and  it  has  always  seemed 
to  me  that  my  friend  was  a  follower  of  the  author 
in  his  conscientious,  calm,  and  earnest  manner,  botli 
in  and  out  of  the  water,  if  1  may  so  express  it.  Add 
to  these  characteristics,  the  keenest  of  anglers — it 
did  one  good  to  be  with  him." 

Mr.  Kennedy  then  describes  how  his  friend  killed 
a  beautiful  21b.  trout  in  a  place  where  he  would 
have  been  "  safe  fi  om  an  ordinary  fly  fisher  hke  the 
writer,"  and  no  wonrier  he  was  "  real  sorry  "  when 
the  "  best  master  of  the  art  he  ever  met  "  had  to 
return  to  Boston.  Mr.  Kennedy  might  tell  us  if  ho 
ever  tried  the  Ijarbless  hooks,  and  with  what  rf^ult. 
Anyway,  his  praise  of  this  American  angler  is  very 
pleasant  reading. 

Ambidexterity. 
"  How  is  it,"  says  Mr.  Kennedy,  "  that  all  chil- 
dren are  not  brought  up  to  shoot,  fish,  and  throw 


"  In  GAiMBLE  NORGE." 


the  bend,  and  was  made  with  such  a  cunning  twist 
inwards  towards  the  point  that  I  rarely  saw  a  fish 
free  itself.  In  his  hands  it  was  as  good  and  rehable 
as  any  hook  ever  made.  He  told  me  that  they  were 
formed  for  him  out  of  needles  by  an  Itahan  ;  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  could  pick  fish  out  of  the 
veriest  shallows  was  a  marvel.  I  have  watched  the 
stealthy  approach  at  home  of  a  chalk  stream 
'  artist,'  have  seen  him  deftly  cast  his  00,  and 
hook  and  kill  his  fish  on  several  occasions.  Yet 
here,  it  seemed  to  me,  in  Norway  I  had  met  the 
very  master  of  the  craft,  such  perfect  command  over 
himself  did  he  possess,  so  calm  was  he  in  the  hour  of 
defeat — a  true  philosopher.  I  have  seen  him  hook 
and  play  a  good  fish,  and  when  sometimes  they 
would  part  company,  he  would  simply  look  at  his 
mosquito  of  a  fly,  whilst  a  sweet  smile  would 
illumine  his  face  as  he  resumed  his  casting  close  to 
the  same  spot.  After  he  returned  to  his  home  I 
received   that  excellent  American  work   '  I  go 


with  their  left  arms  as  well  and  as  strongly  as  with 
their  right  ?  "  Well,  if  they  were,  there  would  soon 
be  nothing  left  to  shoot  or  fish  for. 

A  "  Tip  "  for  the  Angling  Visitor  to  Norway. 

In  his  notes  on  angUng  in  Scandinavia  Mr. 
Kennedy  has  abstained  from  mentioning  fishing 
locahties.  "  fearing  that  by  doing  so_I  might  be 
encroaching  on  private  watere." 

"  What  I  wish  to  impress  upon  those  who  have 
had  but  httle  experience  of  the  country  is  this  : 
i\Iake  your  way  to  one  of  the  many  fishing  inns 
which  you  have  heard  of  or  read  about  in  recent 
guide-books,  and  unless  the  fishing  is  fairly  good  at 
the  anghng  resort  you  fix  upon,  get  out  yoiu-  Amt 
map  of  the  district,  upon  which  you  will  see  many 
lakes  and  rivers  marked.  Take  into  your  confi- 
dence some  farmer  or  herd-boy  belonging  to  the 
hamlet,  tell  him  what  you  want,  and  he  may  guide 
you  to  a  bit  of  fishing  you  would  otherwise  never 
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have  heard  of.''  It  may  occur  to  the  reader  that 
the  farmer  may  not  understand  English.  Mr. 
Kennedy  kindly  bears  this  in  mind  and  says  you 
could  put  the  question  to  the  farmer,  having  your 
map  to  assist  you  both,  thus  :— 

Eng.  :  "  Do  the  trout  rise  to  flies  in  that  lake  ? 
Nor.  :  "  Slaar  Orretten  i  det  Vand  ejter  Fluer  ?  '1 
Eng.  :  "Is  there  a  boat  on  the  lake  ?  ". 
Nor.  :  "  Er  der  Baud  i  Vandet  ?  "■ 
Eng.  :  "  How  far  is  it  to  the  lake  ?  " 
Nor.  :  "  Hvor  langt  er  det  til  Vandet  ^  " 

Should  the  answer  to  this  latter  query  be  "  two 
hours,"  clap  on  another  sixty  minutes,  or  you  will 
be  disappointed.  Mr.  Kennedy  gives  many  useful 
hints  as  to  the  proper  way  to  deal  with  the  natives, 
and  wisely  insists  on  the  necessity  of  courteous 
salutation  and  consideration  for  their  wishes.  "  You 
must  bear  in  mind  you  are  in  their  country."  If 
our  countrymen  and  women  always  did  this,  we 
should  be  better  liked  abroad. 

Mr.  Kennedy's  book  abounds  with  well-written 
accounts  of  sport  with  salmon,  sea-trout,  trout 
grayhng,  as  well  as  feather  and  fur  game,  and  inter- 
mixed with  these  are  racy  notes  about  the  country 
and  its  people.;  He  has  given  us  a  bright  and  Uvely 
book.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


LONG  JOUENEYS  MADE  BY 
WHALES. 


Addressing  the  Academy  of  Science  of  Chris- 
tiania.  Professor  Goldlob  said  that  the  whales  that 
swim  about  the  islands  which  /Ue  off  the  coast  of 
Norway  and  Finland  in  March  and  April  travel 
immense  distances.  In  May  they  turn  up  at  the 
Azores,  or  even  at  the  Bermudas,  and  sometimes 
pay  a  visit  to  the  Antilles.  They  swim  fast,  for  in 
June  they  are  back  again  off  Norway.  Some  of 
these  whales  have  been  known  to  bring  back  evi- 
dence of  where  they  have  been,  for  harpoons  of  the 
peculiar  kind  used  off  the  coast  of  South  America 
have  been  found  stuck  in  them.  —  St.  James's 
Gazette. 


"  Baily's  Magazine"  for  February. — Mr. 
Frederic  M.  Halford,  the  well-known  authority  on 
dry-flyfishing  and  all  that  pertains  to  that  scientific 
form  of  anghng,  is  the  subject  of  the  portrait  and 
biographical  sketch  in  the  February  "  Baily."  "  Bor- 
derer "  follows  with  a  pleasant  chatty  paper  on  the 
varying  dispositions  of  foxhounds.  Captain  E.  D. 
Miller  writes  on  "  Aids  in  Horsemanship  "  ;  he  says 
few,  even  of  the  best  horsemen  in  England,  know 
how  to  properly  use  the  legs  and  hands  in  controlling 
the  movements  and  actions  of  the  horse.  Under 
"  The  Stable— The  Bush— The  Hunting  Field  "  we 
have  some  horse  reminiscences  very  readable  and 
often  amusing  by  "  Glastonbury."  Mr.  Leonard 
West  writes  wibh  knowledge  and  sympathy  on  fox- 
hunting in  the  Lake  District.  An  appropriate 
sequel  to  the  biography  of  Mr.  Halford  is  the  appre- 
ciative review  of  his  latest  work,  "  An  Angler's  Auto- 
biography." A  suggestive  paper  on  "  Horse 
Dealing  for  Amateurs  "  contains  hints  well  worth 
laying  to  heart.  "  Sport  at  the  Universities  "  deals 
with  past  events,  and  discusses  the  prospects  of  the 
future.  A  very  difficult  bask  is  set  in  treating  of 
the  "  Twelve  Best  Gentlemen  Eiders  to  Hounds  "  ; 
it  is  pointed  out,  and  very  justly,  that  a  rider  may- 
be a  first  flight  man  in  the  country  to  which  he  is 
accustomed,  and  perform  but  indifferently  over 
country  of  a  totally  different  character.  Several 
names  are  mentioned,  and  everyone  who  reads  this 
well-considered  article  will  doubtless  add  many 
names  to  the  long  Ust  compiled  from  readers'  votes, 
at  the  head  of  which  stand  those  of  Lords  South- 
ampton and  Annaly.  Mr.  Hugh  Henry,  writes 
gracefully  concerning  "  The  Poetry  of  the  Chase," 
and  the  quotations  ho  introduces  are  well  chosen. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  anglers  who  behave  as  do 
Home  of  those  condemned  by  Mr.  Carter  Platts, 
in  "  The  Abuse  of  Anghng  Privileges,"  are  tew. 
The  "  Revised  Polo  Rules,"  with  a  short  intro- 
duction, will  be  of  great  interest  to  players  of  the 
finest  game  in  the  world?  "  Stray  Notes  on  Breed- 
ing "  contains  much  of  great  interest  to  students  of 
running  form  and  fines  of  blood.  The  sport  of 
the  past  month  is  reviewed  as  usual  in  "  Our 
Van,"- 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  CANADA.* 


(Continued  from  page  74.) 

Possibly  some  of  the  more  wicked  of  us  have  in 
our  boyhood  placed  an  attractive  packagb  in  the 
way  of  passers-by,  upon  which  wc  still  maintained 
a  line  through  a  string  leading  to  our  place  of  con- 
cealment. The  wayfarer  eyes  the  lucky  find  and 
stoops  to  make  it  his,  when  it  vanishes  under  his 
fingers  in  obedience  to  a  timely  jerk  upon  the  cord. 
Anyone  who  has  been  once  so  fooled  will  appreciate 
the  feeUngs  of  the  salmon  when  treated  in  the  same 
manner,  and  those  who  have  not  can  easily  imagine 
them.    The  cases  are  exactly  parallel. 

The  beginner,  then,  should  vow  in  the  most 
solemn  manner  that  he  will  not  strike,  and  avail 
himself  of  every  opportunity  which  the  trout  may 
offer  to  school  himself  into  making  his  resolution 
good.  It  is  no  easy  matter  to  overcome  a  habit 
which  has  become  instinctive.  He  will  find  that 
even  with  the  promise  warm  upon  his  lips  he  will 
break  it ;  and  that  while  blaming  himself  and  re- 
newing his  assurances,  he  will  repeat  the  offence, 
until  he  is  utterly  ashamed  of  and  disgusted  with 
himself.  But  perseverance  conquers  all  things,  this 
habit  included. 

There  is  a  ■wide  divergence  of  opinion  among 
salmon  experts  as  to  whether  the  fish  should  be 
struck  or  not,  some  advocating  it,  while  others 
equally  skilled  protest  against  it  as  pernicious.  But 
it  seems  to  me  this  ditt'erence  is  apparent  rather 
than  real.  Certainly  no  one  would  counsel  the 
demonstration  of  the  trout  fisherman — that  is,  a 
sudden  retraction  of  the  fly — at  the  first  indication 
of  the  near  presence  of  the  fish.  I  believe  just  as 
few  would  oppose  an  effort  to  embed  the  hook  after 
it  was  actually  in  the  salmon's  mouth.  The  advo- 
cates of  the  first  method  seem  to  address  their 
attention  to  the  time  when  the  salmon  actually 
has  the  fly  in  his  mouth,  and  say,  "  Strike  by  all 
means."  The  others  appear  to  consider  the  period 
before  the  fly  has  been  grasped,  and  say,  "  To  strike 
is  ruin."  But  if  pressed,  both  will  probably  agree — 
the  one  that  they  by  no  means  wish  to  be  under- 
stood to  counsel  the  strike  before  the  fish  has  taken 
the  fly,  and  th^  other  that  a  moderate  demon- 
stration, if  postponed  till  then,  can  do  no  harm. 

After  collating  and  comparing  what  I  have  read, 
what  I  have  heard,  and  what  I  have  done,  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  beginner  who  is  guided  by  the  fol- 
lowing precepts  cannot  go  far  wrong. 

That  a  salmon  rod  is  moved  in  fishing  very  much 
less  than  a  trout  rod,  which  is  in  almost  constant 
motion,  that  the  casts  are  much  less  frequent,  and 
that  it  is  held  in  a  much  more  horizontal  position 
when  the  fly  is  working,  have  probably  been 
already  remarked.  Now  if  it  be  resolved  that  no 
matter  what  a  salmon  may  do — even  though  he 
stand  on  his  nose  and  direct  his  tail  to  every  point 
of  the  compass  in  succession — that  under  no  cir- 
cumstances will  the  angler  respond  in  any  way  until 
the  tip  of  the  rod  is  pulled  down  or  hne  is  drawn 
from  the  reel,  and  that  then  he  will  Umit  himself 
merely  to  raising  the  rod — or  rather  act  as  though 
that  was  the  intention,  when  the  result  will  be  that 
the  rod  will  bend  and  double  up — he  will  not  only 
have  done  all  in  the  way  of  striking  which  is  either 
necessary  or  advisable,  but  he  will  have  followed 
the  actual  practice  of  the  majority  of  those  who 
advocate  as  well  as  of  those  who  deprecate  the 
strike. 

When  the  tip  of  the  rod  is  .pulled  downward,  or 
when  hne  is  drawn  from  the  reel,  since  both  are 
inanimate,  some  extrinsic  force  must  be  the  cause. 
That  cause  must  be  the  salmon  ;  and  since  it  has 
no  other  prehensile  organ,  the  fly  must  then  be  in 
its  mouth.  If  we  then  bend  the  rod,  which  is  neces- 
sarily the  result  of  an  effort  on  our  part  to  hft  it 
since  the  salmon  holds  the  end  of  the  tip  down, 
its  action  as  what  a  mechanic  might  term  an  auto- 
matic pressure-regulator  comes  in  play.  This  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  functions  of  the  fly-rod  ;  and, 
if  it  has  a  good  even  bend,  it  is  almost  as  perfect  an 
instrument  within  its  sphere  as  is  the  human  hand 
in  its  wider  range  of  usefulness.  If  it  has  not  been 
done  before,  every  effort  to  release  the  fly  after  the 
bend  has  been  given  to  the  rod  will  usually  be  futile. 
It  the  point  of  the  hook  is  already  in  contact  with 
the  tissue,  the  elasticity  of  the  rod  holds  it  there  ; 
while,  if  not,  it  will  probably  find  a  hold  on  its  way 
out  of  the  fish's  mouth. 

*  From  "  The  American  Salmon  Fisherman."  By 
Honry  P.  Wells. 


Here  we  find  another  reason  for  the  course 
already  advised  in  selecting  a  rod — that  the  rod  bo 
actually  bent  in  the  shop,  and  that  a  true  curve 
be  insisted  on.  Not  only  in  casting  the  fly  is  such  a 
rod  superior  to  one  defective  in  this  particular,  but 
also  in  the  most  important  function  of  bridging 
over  by  its  elasticity  the  intervals  when  the  angler 
has,  through  some  unexpected  movement  of  the  fish, 
for  the  moment  lost  command  of  his  line.  It  is  only 
after  a  fish  has  altered  its  course  that  the  angler  can 
detect  the  motion,  and  were  the  rod  stiff  the  hne 
would  be  slack  until  the  angler  perceived  the 
change,  and  could  meet  it  by  resorting  to  his  reel. 
But  though  the  angler  cannot,  the  rod  can  detect 
the  manamvre  at  its  very  inception,  and  by  its 
elasticity  neutralise  the  danger  and  give  the  angler 
time  to  checkmate  it. 

A  rod  which  bends  only  at  the  tip  can  pick  up 
but  a  very  limited  quantity  of  slack  fine  ;  while  one 
which  bends  locally  instead  of  uniformly  has  but 
the  elasticity  of  the  bending  portion  available  for 
the  emergency,  instead  of  the  elasticity  of  the 
entire  rod.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  that  rod  which 
shows  a  true  curve  throughout  its  length  must  bo 
the  most  efficient  in  this  important  respect. 

Salmon  and  trout  differ  widely  in  their  methods  of 
taking  the  artificial  fly.  The  trout  dashes  at  the  fly, 
seizes  it,  detects  the  fraud,  and  ejects  it,  all  in  an 
instant.  The  time  when  its  presence  is  manifest 
and  the  time  when  it  has  the  fly  in  its  mouth  are 
substantially  synchronous.  The  salmon  usually 
attacks  with  much  more  dehberation.  It  rises  above 
the  fly,  making  the  water  boil  in  the  act,  before 
touching  it.  After  the  fly  has  been  taken,  though 
the  flavour  may  not  be  all  that  has  been  antici- 
pated, still  it  thinks  there  is  time  enough  to  pass  on 
that  after  it  has  returned  with  the  fly  to  its  lair. 
Neither  in  taking  the  fly  nor  in  ejecting  it  does 
it  exhibit  the  prompt  lesolution  of  the.trout,  though 
after  that  there  is  Uttle  lack  of  enterprise  to  com- 
plain of.  Since,  then,  the  prehminary  gymnastics  of 
the  salmon  may  be  so  easily  mistaken  for  the  subse- 
quent stage  of  its  proceedings  when  it  has  actually 
seized  the  fly,  and  since  a  httle  procrastination  on 
the  part  of  the  angler  does  no  harm,  error,  if  any, 
should  be  on  the  side  of  the  latter.  If  he  strikes 
at  the  rise  as  he  would  with  a  trout,  he  can  say 
good-bye  to  that  fish,  for  he  will  see  it  no  more  ; 
while  if  he  does  absolutely  nothing  whatever, 
the  salmon  will  hook  itself,  because  of  its  manner 
of  taking  the  fly,  more  than  half  the  time. 

I  have  dwelt  on  this  point  at  sufficient  length, 
I  trust,  to  impress  its  importance  upon  the  beginner. 
The  greater  his  skill  and  experience  as  a  trout 
fisherman,  the  more  certain  he  is  to  err  in  this 
respect  if  left  to  his  own  devices.  In  all  else  his 
previous  schoohng  will  be  invaluable,  but  in  this 
matter  the  difference  is  radical.  It  is  an  absolute 
condition-precedent  to  success. 

There  is  another  caution  to  be  borne  in  mind; 
Keep  the  hands  off  the  line  at  all  times  when  the  fty 
is  upon  the  water.  With  a  long  hne  and  a  weak  chck, 
it  may  be  necessary  to  hold  the  hne  M'hen  picking 
the  fly  off  the  water  for  the  back-cast.  But  tire 
moment  the  fly  touches  the  water  again,  the  hne 
should  be  free  to  run  without  the  shghtest  check. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  the  method  of 
fishing  herein  described,  and  beheved  to  be  the 
most  seductive,  the  rod  is  held  so  nearly  horizontal 
that  at  times  the  fine  makes  but  a  small  angle  with  it. 
If  a  salmon  then  takes  the  fly.  and  the  hne  is  held  so 
that  it  cannot  render,  a  sharp,  heavy  jerk  is  given 
against  an  almost  rigid  resistance.  The  fly  will  then 
be  taken  from  the  leader  as  you  would  pick  a  berry 
from  a  bush — a  state  of  affairs  in  which  it  is  blessed 
neither  to  give  nor  to  receive.  If  the  tip  of  the  rod 
is  habitually  well  elevated  so  that  the  line  leads 
from  it  at  an  approximation  to  a  right  angle,  the 
practice  of  holding  the  hne  against  the  handle  is  not 
so  reprehensible.  The  elasticity  of  the  rod  will  then 
so  soften  the  asperity  of  the  jerk  that  it  may  be 
withstood.  But  even  then  I  cannot  see  that  it  serves 
any  useful  purpose,  while,  should  the  salmon  make 
a  sudden  run  before  the  hne  is  released,  disaster 
is  certain. 

In  salmon  fishing  the  fly  is  worked  below  rather 
than  on  the  surface.  It  may  be  taken  either  with  no 
apparent  disturbance  of  the  water  or  in  the  middle 
of  a  boil,  as  though  a  volcano  was  about  to  buist 
forth  ;  or  the  salmon  may  roll  hke  a  porpoise, 
throwing  itself  more  or  less  out  of  water,  seizing  the 
fly  as  it  turns,  and  bearing  it  downward  with  it.  I 
shall  never  forget  one  which  rose  as  though  pro- 
pelled from  a  gun,  took  my  fly  en  route,  and  soared 
through  the  air  like  an  acrobat  with  it  in  its  mouthj. 
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Appearances  are  often  deceitful,  but  at  the  moment 
it  seemed  to  my  astonished  eyes  about  10ft.  long, 
and  as  though  it  was  just  from  a  polisliing- wheel. 

Any  one  of  these  demonstrations,  except  the 
latter,  may  occur  without  the  fly  being  touched. 
Though  it  is  then  usual  to  say  that  the  salmon  has 
missed  the  fly.  it  seems  to  me  a  misuse  of  the  term. 
I  have  too  profound  a  respect  for  the  physical 
abihty  of  the  salmon  to  believe  that  an  earnest 
endeavour  on  its  part  to  take  the  fly  is  ever  attended 
with  failure,  unless  it  be  in  very  heavy  water.  When 
the  fly  is  not  taken,  it  seems  to  me  quite  safe  to 
consider  it  a  case  of  change  of  purpose  rather  than 
an  abortive  effort,  and  to  act  accordingly.  Then 
work  the  fly  in  the  spot  where  the  rise  occurred, 
drawing  it  up  stream  about  a  foot,  and  allowing 
the  current  to  set  it  back,  and  this  for  about  lOsec. 
or  12sec.  This  will  sometimes  act  hke  a  red  rag  on 
a  buU,  and  tantahse  the  fish  into  fresh  and  decisive 
action.  But  the  probability  is  that  something  is 
A^TOng  about  the  fly,  or  that  a  sight  of  the  angler  or 
his  rod  has  done  the  mischief.  Do  not  then  cast  at 
it  again,  or  reel  in  the  line,  but  draw  it  through  the 
rings,  allo^dng  the  slack  to  fall  on  the  bottom  of 
the  canoe,  until  the  fly  can  be  reached.  Thus  the 
exact  range  of  the  fish  will  be  preserved,  which 
would  have  become  a  matter  of  guesswork  had  the 
line  been  taken  in  by  the  reel  in  the  usual  manner. 
Change  the  fly  to  a  smaller  one  of  the  same  variety, 
allow  three  minutes  by  the  watch  to  elapse  if  the 
fish  is  small,  and  five  if  it  is  large,  and  then  have  at 
him  again. 

Do  not  cast  at  the  fish,  but  off  to  one  side  so  that 
the  current  will  s-ndng  the  fly  over  it  as  before, 
ndeed,  unless  the  angler  is  really  a  first-rate  caster, 
and  uidess  every  condition  favours  a  really  pretty 
cast,  I  doubt  the  expediency  of  ever  casting  directly 
at  a  fish  where  the  current  is  such  that  a  fly  cast  to 
one  side  will  be  swept  over  it.  A  current  is  an  able 
ally,  and  it  and  the  angler  combined  can  present 
the  fly  in  a  far  more  attractive  manner  than  can 
either  alone. 

Should  the  fly  be  again  refused,  into  the  canoe 
with  it  as  before,  change  to  one  quite  different  in 
appearance,  rest  the  fish  once  more,  and  then  tender 
the  new  fly  in  the  same  manner.  This  can  be  con- 
tinued until  either  the  angler  or  the  fish  has  had 
enough  of  it,  for  the  angler  may  be  morally  certain 
that  the  salmon  has  returned  to  and  will  remain  at 
the  place  from  which  he  first  rose.  While  it  is  quite 
true  that  a  salmon  will  at  times  take  a  fly  it  has 
risen  to,  but  otherwise  ignored,  without  any  interval 
of  rest  between  the  casts  beyond  such  as  is  neces- 
sarily incidental  theretp,  still,  if  such  a  cast  does 
fail,  it  is  pretty  certain  to  change  the  suspicions  of 
the  fish  into  a  settled  distrust  which  every  subse- 
quent effort  to  remove  mil  be  futile.  The  other 
method,  it  is  believed,  will  be  found  far  more  profit- 
able in  the  long-run. 

There  is  nothing  in  salmon  fishing  more  interest- 
ing, at  least  to  me,  than  a  direct  issue  of  this  kind. 
The  capture  of  no  other  fish  of  anything  Uke  its  size 
gives  the  pleasure  of  one  which  is  the  successful 
result  of  such  a  contest,  since  the  angler  may  regard 
it  as  due  to  his  own  skill,  and  as  unalloyed  by  any 
mere  fluke  of  fortune.  Should,  however,  half  or 
three  quartsrs  of  an  hour  be  thus  spent  in  vain — • 
offering  each  fly  but  once,  and  every  time  with  an 
interval  of  rest  between — he  may  as  well  give  it  up 
and  fish  the  pool  down  to  its  end.  Then,  if  nothing 
has  been  taken,  and  after  the  lapse  of  an  hour  or  so, 
if  the  old  locality  be  approached  with  the  greatest 
caution,  a  different  issue  will  often  result. 

.Sometimes  a  wake  hke  that  of  a  steamboat  will 
follow  the  fly,  though  no  fish  be  visible.  It  is  a  sure 
indication  of  the  presence  of  a  salm.on,  and  a  quite 
reliable  symptom  from  which  to  infer  its  state  of 
mind.  Either  the  fly  is  too  large  or  too  conspi- 
cuous, or  the  fish  has  seen  the  angler  or  his  rod.  In 
any  event,  it  is  safe  to  conclude  that  mistrust 
governs  its  conduct.  Then  let  the  angler  sjt  if  he 
has  hc.en  standing,  change  his  fly  to  a  smaller  one  of 
the  same  kind,  cast  in  the  direction  and  with  the 
same  length  of  line,  as  before,  and  work  his  rod  as 
near  the  water  as  is  conveniently  possible.  It  is  not 
"always  easy  to  induce  better  conduct  on  the  part  of 
a  salmon  which  has  thus  misbehaved  ;  still  that  it 
may  sometimes  be  done  justifies  the  effort. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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MESSES.  BEKNAED  AND  SON'S 
NEW  LIST. 

Messrs.  J.  Bernard  and  Son,  of  4.5,  Jermyn- 
street,  London,  S.W.,  have  just  brought  out  a  very 
attractively  printed  and  arranged  price-list  and 
illustrated  catalogue  of  their  goods,  which  have  had 
such  a  well-deserved  reputation  for  so  many  years. 
A  very  full  index  is  a  great  convenience.  It  is 
quite  unnecessary  to  attempt  to  enumerate  the 
many  things  described.'    A  new  feature  in  their 


Bernard's  "Triumph"  Dry  Fly  Reel  (p.  16). 

special  makes  of  spHt  cane  rods  is  that  the  weights 
of  several  are  given  thus  : — The  "Sanctuary"  split 
cane  of  9|ft.  weighs  7^oz.  ;  the  10ft.  about  the 
same.  Dr.  Sanctuary  is  a  first-rate  dry-fly  angler, 
and  we  are  glad  to  see  he  goes  in  for  light  weights. 


The  "St.  James's"  Fly  and  Cast  Box 
Combined  (p.  50). 


Messrs.  Bernard  also  do  a  good  serviceable  split  cane 
of  from  8ft.  to  Oft.  at  from  5oz.  to  6oz.,  suitable  for  a 
lady  or  for  fishing  small  streams;  Bernard's  new 
"Defiance"  salmon-reel,  with  their  patentdrag-brake, 
is  one  of  the  very  best  an  angler  can  use,  and  can  be 


Bernard's  "Special"  Fishing-Bag  (p.  55). 

thoroughly  relied  on.:  Bernard's  "Triumph"  dry-fly 
reel  is  also  first-rate  ;  it  is  made  of  a  specially  light 
metal,  the  Sin.  size  only  weighing  5|oz.  ;  it  is  narrow 
and  with  a  large  drum.  The  "  St.  James's  "  fly  and 
cast  box  combined  has  sixteen  divi.sions  for  dry 


flies,  two  larger  for  May  Flies,  and  place  with 
dampers  in  lid  for  casts  ;  it  is  a  first-rate  little  box; 
Bernard'8"Special"  fi8hing-V>agi8clearlysbownin  tho 
illustrations,  and  speaks  for  itself ;  those  who  prefer 
a  bag  will  not  find  a  better  than  this.  Their  special 
creel  is  so  strong  in  make  and  shape  that  it  can 
safely  be  used  as  a  seat,  which  is  a  great  boon,  and 
often  saves  one  from  sitting  on  damp  grass,  etc. 
Messrs.  Bernard's  manager,  Mr.  Prcedy,  is  himself 
an  angler,  and  knows  the  requirements  of  anglers, 
and  takes  great  pains  to  give  his  cutiUmora 
satisfaction.  . 


A  NOTE  FEOM  DUBLIN. 

"  March  Brown,"-  in  Ireland's  Saturday  Night 
for  Jan.  30,  says  :  — 

"  Since  last  notes  coarse  fishing  improved  on  the 
Moira,  Scarva,  and  Toome  canals,  and  other  local 
waters,  but  I  did  not  hear  of  any  great  takes  of 
perch  or  bream; 

"  This  afternoon  (Saturday)  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association  will  be  held  in 
Ye  Olde  Castle,  Castle-place,  under  the  jjresidency 
of  Mr.  W.  T.  Braithwaite;  A  big  muster  of  tho 
members  is  expected. 

"  The  Bush  opens  for  angling  on  Feb.  1;  The 
salmon  fishing  of  the  coming  month  has  been  taken 
by  Mr.  J.  B.  Gunning-Moore,  D.L.,  Loy  House, 
Cookstown,  a  veteran  salmon  slayer.  Mr;  Gunning- 
Moore  is  no  stranger  to  the  Bush,  as  he  fished  it  for 
several  seasons;  I  hear  that  clean  run  salmon  are 
up  as  far  as  the  Leap.;  The  Bush  fishes  best  in  a 
strong  '  nor'-wester.' 

"  For  the  past  week  trout  rose  well  during  mid- 
day at  Woodburn,  so  that  the  prospects  are  considered 
very  good;  The  mild  weather  is  having  a  beneficial 
effect  in  accelerating  the  hatching  out  of  the  early 
flies. 

"  On  Feb;  1  all  the  streams  entering  the  sea 
between  Portrush  and  Donaghadee  open  for  trout 
and  salmon  fishing.  In  addition  to  the  Bush 
already  named  these  include  the  Glenshesk,  which, 
with  the  Carey,  forms  the  Ballycastle,  the  Glendun, 
the  Dale,  Glenuan,  Glenariffe,  Glenarm,  Glynn, 
Inver,  Kilroot,  the  pellucid  Lagan,  and  the  little 
streams  running  into  Belfast  Lough  as  far  south  as 
the  Copelands. 

"  The  Crossgar  is  infested  by  otters,  and  although 
several  old  ones  and  cubs  have  been  shot  or  trapped, 
their  numbers  are  not  diminishing  apparently." 

[Will  "  March  Brown  "  kindly  say  if  the  trout 
are  in  condition  to  catch  in  January  ? — Ed.  F.G.^ 


VOEACIOUS  FISH. 

Mr;  E.  T;  D.  CHAlvrBERS  often  ha.s  interesting 
notes  on  fish  and  fishing  in  Forest  and  Stream..  In  a 
recent  number  he  recalls  an  incident  related  by  3Ir; 
J.  G.  A.  Creighton,  of  Ottawa,  a  member  of  the 
London  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  another  incident  of 
his  own  fishing  with  the  late  Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney, 
who  was  also  a  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
and  an  enthusiast  on  fish  and  fishing.  I  greatly 
miss  the  long  and  pleasant  letters  I  used  to  have 
from  him.— R.  B.  M; 

Mr.  Chambers  says  :— 

Mr.  J.  G.  A.  Creighton,  of  Ottawa,  tells  of 
catching  an  ouananiche  about  a  pound  in  weight, 
which,  before  it  was  landed,  was  seized  and  swal- 
lowed by  a  pike  weighing  10|lb.,  and  says  that  upon 
another  occasion  he  saw  another  ouananiche  of  o\\\>: 
swimming  about  in  an  odd  and  helpless  manner^ 
and  found  that  his  spine  had  been  broken  by  a  pike, 
so  that  he  could  not  use  his  tail. 

I  well  remember,  too,  that  some  years  ago,  after 
a  day's  fly-fishing  for  ouananiche  in  the  Grand 
Discharge  with  Mr.  A.  N.  Cheney,  we  both  trolled 
for  pike  for  part  of  an  hour  in  Lake  St.  John,  imme- 
diately in  front  of  the  Island  House.  My  spoon  was 
promptly  taken  by  a  small  ouananiche,  and  Mr; 
Cheney,  follo-«ang  close  behind,  had  his  troll  seized 
in  almost  the  same  spot  by  a  121b.  pike,  a  second 
one  of  the  same  size  taking  my  troll  a  few  minutes 
later.  These  monster  pike  must  do  a  frightful 
amount  of  slaughter  among  the  ouananiche,  parti- 
cularly in  Lake  St.  John  itself,  and  in  the  rivers 
flowing  into  it,  for  in  the  rapid  waters  of  the  Grand 
Discharge  they  are  apparently  less  abundant. 

More  rapacious  still,  however,  are  the  burbot  or 
ling  of  Lake  St.  John,  sometimes  known  £ts  fresh- 
water cod;    It  grows  to  an  immense  size  in  this  lake 
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and  is  more  dangerous  to  its  betters  from  the  fact 
that  it  is  largely  a  night  feeder.  This  huge  skulker 
not  only  preys  upon  the  unsuspecting  young  of  the 
fresh-water  salmon,  but  specimens  of  the  ouananiche 
half  as  large  as  itself  have  been  found  in  the  sto- 
machs of  these  prowlers  of  the  deep.  It  is  supposed 
that  they  commit  their  worst  ravages  among  the 
ouananiche  during  the  winter  months,  when  the 
latter  are  most  abundant  in  the  lake.  Large 
numbers  of  the  burbot  are  then  taken  through  the 
ice  on  night-lines  by  the  settlers  about  the  lake,  who 
use  them  for  food,  and  very  good  they  are,  too,  at 
this  season  ot:  the  year,  being  almost  as  firm  and 
flaky  as  cod,  despite  their  somewhat  repulsive 
appearance.  Mr.  Yarrell,  in  his  "  British  Fishes, 
says  that  the  flesh  of  the  burbot  "  is  white,  firm,  and 
of  good  flavov  r,  and  by  some  considered  superior  to 
that  of  the  eel."  In  fact,  this  burbot  is  a  species  of 
cod  or  ling,  and  from  its  liver  may  be  extracted  an 
oil  similar  to  cod-hver  oil.  The  habitants  call  it 
"  lush,"  and,  before  I  had  obtained  specimens  for 
examination  and  identification,  frequently  and 
erroneously  described  it  to  me  as  a  catfish.  I  take 
their  name  of  the  fish  to  be  a  mispronunciation  of 
the  French  loche  (losh),  though  that  "  most  dainty 
fish,"  as  Walton  calls  the  loach,  neither  belongs 
to  the  same  family  as  the  burbot  nor  yet  has  it  the 
same  peculiar  arrangement  of  fins.  But  while  with- 
out the  tapering,  eel-like  form  of  the  hinder  part  of 
the  burbot's  body,  the  little  loach  "  has  a  beard  or 
wattles  hke  a  barbel,"  and  lives  and  gets  its  food 
close  to  the  bottom  of  the  water.  In  these  respects 
he  is  resembled  by  the  burbot,  and  herein  it  may  be 
that  the  latter  has  received  the  name  by  which  he  is 
known  to  the  French-Canadians  of  the  Lake 
St.  John  country.  In  the  greater  depths  of  the 
inland  sea  he  often  attains  a  size  much  exceeding 
tkat  to  which  he  grows  in  EngUsh  waters,  and  has 
been  taken  there  from  3ft.  to  4ft.  long. 

The  burbot  of  Lake  St.  John  is  the  ordinary  Lcta 
americana — the  Lota  maculosa  of  Le  Sueur,  which  is 


Exceptions  are  found,  however,  to  all  rules.  Some 
years  later,  the  veteran  angler  and  journalist, 
Charles  Hallock,  recorded  the  fact  that  "  at  certain 
favourable  times  in  special  locaUties,'-  in  excep- 
tional rivers,  "  notably  the  Clackamas,  in  Oregon," 
salmon  from  the  Pacific  may  be  taken  on  the  fly. 
But  the  average  angler  for  salmon  in  the  Pacific 
Coast  waters  lures  his  fish  by  the  use  of  bait  (usually 
fish-roe)  and  the  spoon.  The  latter  lure,  trolled 
from  rod  and  reel,  furnishes  grand  sport  in  many 
waters,  heavy  fishes  being  landed  frequently.  A 
graphic  description  of  this  type  of  sport  in  waters 
on  the  Pacific  coast  was  given  in  a  letter  written  by 
Colonel  W.  H.  Cunliffe,  and  published  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  London,  a  few  weeks  since.  No  doubt 
many  anglers  will  enjoy  a  perusal  of  that  letter  and 
the  same  is  appended. 

After  giving  Colonel  Cunliffe's  experiences  from 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  American  Field  adds  : — 
"These  tyee  salmon,  that  being  one  of  the  names  by 
which  the  quinnat  or  Chinook  salmon  of  Pacific 
waters  is  known,  furnishes  excellent  sport  to  troUers 
in  tide-waters  along  the  shores  of  California,  Oregon, 
and  Wasliington,  in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  in 
the  waters  of  Biitish  Columbia.  This  fact  has  been 
exploited  many  times  in  sportsmen's  joumab,  but 
well-written  narratives  of  sport  with  trout  or  salmon 
are  deUghtful  to  the  angling  reader,  although  his 
chosen  recreation  dates  back  through  many  cen- 
turies."- 


THE  KING'S  HIGHLAND  ESTATE. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  BALMORAL  FORESTS. 

Described  by  the  Geacious  Permission  of  His 
Majesty  the  Kino. 
The  royal  forest  of  Balmoral  embraces  Balmoral, 
Ballochbuie.  Birkhall,  and  Abergeldie.  Abergeldie 
has  been  held  on  lease  since  Balmoral  Castte  was 


Tyee,   Quinnat  or  Chinook  Salmon  of  the  Pacific. 
{This  is  the  salmon  which  figures  most  as  canned  salmon.) 


found  as  far  south  as  the  Mississippi.  It  is  common 
in  Lake  Ontario,  and  is  known  in  various  locaUties  as 
ling,  cel-jiout,  lake-lawyer,  and  fresh-water  cusk. 
Experiments  have  proved  that  it  is  capable  of  being 
so  salted  and  dried  as  to  be  practically  indistin- 
guishable from  salt  codfish. 


THE  QUINNAT  OK  PACIFIC 
SALMON. 

Fly-fishing  for  the  Atlantic  salmon  is  deemed  by 
many  the  highest  type  of  angling  sport,  and  has  been 
for  centuries,  whether  the  wielder  of  the  rod  extends 
his  line  and  casts  his  fly  upon  the  waters  of  Norse- 
land  or  Scotland,  in  the  Old  World,  or  in  Newfound- 
land, New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  Labrador, 
Quebec,  or  Maine.  The  salmon  of  the  Pacific  are 
not,  as  a  rule,  to  be  tempted  to  rise  and  strike  at  an 
artificial  fly,  however  temptingly  the  most  expert 
caster  may  place  the  feathered  lure  upon  the 
surface  of  the  water.  And  in  this  connection  it 
may  be  said  that  more  than  twenty  years  ago  the 
late  Admiral  Beardslee — then  a  captain  in  the 
United  States  navy — stated  as  follows  : — "  When 
the  news  that  the  Yankees  had  purchased  Alaska, 
and  thus  become  owners  of  the  land  north  as  well 
as  south  of  British  Columbia,  was  communicated  1o 
the  Scot/cli  admiral  of  tlie  English  H(juadiori  at  \'ic- 
toria,  Vancouver  l-^land.  lie  (•jiii'ulat(!d,  '  Doin  tlio 
country,  let  'em  have  it ;  the  blausted  salmon 
won't  rise  to  a  floi.'  ■'  And  Captain  Beardslee 
added,  "  Such  was  our  united  experience  and 
verdict," 


first  occupied  by  the  Royal  Family  over  fifty  years 
ago.  Ballochbuie  Forest  was  long  famous  for  its 
pines,  to  preserve  which  indeed  was  the  main  reason 
for  its  purchase  by  the  late  Queen  Victoria.  The 
combined  forests,  which  are  situated  in  the  parishes 
of  Crathie  and  Glenmuick,  extend  to  about  44,000 
acres. 

There  are  five  beats — Strath  Gimock,  White 
Mounth,  Glen  Gelder,  Ballochbuie,  and  Glen  Beg  ; 
and  the  forest  can  stand  three  rifles  out  on  the 
same  day.  Glen  Beg  has  an  area  of  about  a  thou- 
sand acres,  and  may  be  considered  the  sanctuary, 
for  it  is  only  rarely  entered.  The  Ballochbuie^ 
Abergeldie,  and  Birkhall  woods  afford  grand  shelter 
for  deer,  and  driving  is  necessary  two  or  three 
times  in  the  season,  otherwise  the  stags  which 
harbour  there  would  probably  never  find  their  -way 
to  the  larder.  The  Black  Park  of  Abergeldie 
is  a  famous  hunting  ground  when  the  annual  drives 
take  place.  The  best  wind  for  the  forest  is  the 
north,  the  worst  tlie  south. 

With  so  many  mountains  there  are  naturally 
numerous  glens  and  eorries  ;  of  the  last,  Coire 
Lochan  an  Eoin — the  eorrie  immediately  to  the 
west  of  the  great  corrie  of  Lochnagar— seldom 
admits  of  stalking  on  account  of  the  puzzling  winds 
which  often  hold  riot  there.  A  public  path,  made 
by  order  of  (^ueen  Victoria  in  IH4!t,  Icafis  from 
Glen  Muick,  over  Cuidhc  (Voni.  (o  the  summit  of 
Lnchnagar.  so  "••'■asionally  n  stalk  is  lost,  hul.  <m 
tiie  other  baud,  tourists  have  been  known  to  un- 
consciously drive  deer  in  the  proper  direction. 

A  small  cairn  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Meikle  Pap 
of  Lochnagar  has  often  attracted  the  attention  of 
mountaineers,    There  the  Prince  Consort,  while  out 


after  ptarmigan,  shot  his  275th  (in  Balmoral  Forest) 
and  last  stag  on  18th  October,  1861  ;  it  scaled 
13st.  71b.  The  lowermost  boulder  is  inscribed 
"  Albert,  18th  Oct.,  18fil,"  as  may  be  seen  from 
an  accompanying  illustration. 

An  earlier  incident  on  Meikle  Pap  is  not  unworthy  • 
of  mention.    The  Prince  had  on  that  occasion  three 
double  rifles,  and  with  the  six  bullets  brought  down  ' 
six  stags. 

During  the  past  season  (1903)  the  best  head  had 
thirteen  points,  the  stag  falling  to  the  rifle  of  Sir 
Charles  Cust  on  the  closing  day,  Oct.  9. 

The  average  number  of  stags  shot  is  eighty  ;  last 
season  the  bag  was  only  seventy-one  ;  while  in 
1902  it  was  ninety-four.  The  deer  are  improving, 
as  shown  by  the  average  weights  : — 

1893— G9  stags  ;  average,  list.  121b. 

1902—  94     „  „      13st.  71h. 

1903—  71     „  „      148t.  31b. 

The  heaviest  stag  in  1902  scaled  I7st.  81b.,  but 
in  1903  eighteen  stone  was  reached.  The  weights 
are  clean — that  is,  without  heart  and  liver.  "  Piners". 
and  poor  beasts  generally  are  regularly  weeded  out, 
hence  partly  the  general  excellence  of  the  forest. 
His  Majesty  (when  Prince  of  Wales)  was  an  ardent 
stalker,  and  as  a  good  sportsman  takes  no  per- 
functory interest  in  the  management  of  the  forest.- 
The  Scottish  Field  has  more  tlian  once,  particularly 
in  the  May  number,  referred  to  record  bags  made  in 
a  single  day's  fair  stalking  with  one  rifle.  But  the 
King's  record  performance  of  eight  stags  so  killed 
on  Sept.  30,  1860,  in  the  corrie  of  the  Boultshoch, 
in  the  Strath  Gimock  beat,  has  not  yet  been  ex- 
ceeded. Both  the  King  and  the  Prince  of  Wales 
take  part  in  the  annual  deer  drives,  though  the 
latter,  with  the  advantage  of  youth,  personally 
accounts  for  the  big  half  of  the  season's  bag  by 
stalking.  The  season  is  generally  closed  about 
Oct.  10.  The  average  number  of  hinds  shot  is 
about  sixty.  The  hind-shooting  season  commences 
about  Nov.  1,  and  lasts  for  two  months  ;  only  old 
animals  are  killed.  The  dogs  used  are  a  cross 
between  a  staghound  and  a  coUie  or  a  retriever. 
They  are  very  useful  and  powerful  animals,  and  of 
great  speed. 

The  excellent  fishing  in  connection  with  the 
forest  needs  only  to  be  referred  to  here.  The 
salmon  fishing  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Dee  extends 
from  Bridge  of  Dee  to  the  Muick  confluence  ;  on 
the  left  bank  (leased  from  Invercauld)  from  Bridge 
of  Dee  to  Balmoral  Bridge.  The  Prince  of  Wales 
is  a  most  entliusiastic  fisherman  to  whom  the  river 
has  many  attractions  ;  the  young  Princes  as  trout 
fishers  are  already  following  the  paternal  example. 
There  is  practically  any  amount  of  trout-fishing  to 
be  had  in  the  Muick  and  many  lesser  streams. 
Then  there  are  Loch  Muick,  over  two  miles  long, 
and  the  Dubh  Loch,  besides  several  mountain  tarns 
which  were  stocked  with  trout  about  fifty  years 
ago.  We  may  quote  from  "  Leaves  "  of  a  trout- 
fishing  expedition  of  Her  late  Slajesty  at  the  head 
of  Loch  Muick  :  "  The  sceneiy  is  beautiful  here,  so 
wild  and  grand — real  severe  Highland  scenery,  with 
trees  in  the  hollow.  We  had  various  scrambles  in 
and  out  of  the  boat  and  along  the  shore,  and  saw 
three  hawks,  and  caught  seventy  trout.  I  wish  an 
artist  could  have  been  there  to  sketch  the  scene  ; 
it  was  so  picturesque — the  boat,  the  net,  and  the 
people  in  their  kilts  in  the  water  and  on  the  shore."- 
It  is  interesting  to  add  that  Her  Majesty  Queen 
Alexandra  took  part  last  season  for  the  first  time 
as  Queen  in  a  fishing  excursion  to  Loch  Muick.  A 
peculiar  incident  happened  at  the  Dubh  Loch  when 
the  Duke  of  Edinburgh  was  deer-stalking.  H.R.H. 
fired  at  a  stag  standing  on  the  north  shore  of  the 
loch  ;  it  fell  dead  in  the  water.  The  deerhound 
then  made  such  a  dash  at  the  body  that  it  was  sent 
a  good  few  yards  into  the  loch,  and  as  none  of  the 
party  could  swim,  the  Duke  himself  swam  in  and 
brought  the  body  ashore.  The  antlers  were  fixed 
above  the  door  of  AUtnaguibhsaich  Lodge,  where 
they  remained  till  displaced  by  the  elements. 

It  need  scarcely  be  mentioned  that  the  scenic 
beauties  of  Balmoral  and  its  forest  are  of  world- 
wade  fame. 

Arthur  Grant  is  the  head  forester,  having  suc- 
ceeded Donald  Stewart  on  his  retirement  two  years 
ago.  Grant's  fatbcr,  John  C.rant,  was  forester  at 
Balmoral  when  I)<m-  late  Majesty  first  came  to 
Deeside  ill  1848  ;  he  retired  in  1874.  Arthur  Grant 
had  a  peculiarly  interesting  stalk  with  the  Prince 
of  Wales  in  1898.  Nothing  but  misfortunes 
happened  the  first  part  of  the  day  ;  the  wind  shifted 
from  north  to  south,  and  after  a  long  stalk  grouse 
startled  a  parcel  of  stags,    Towards  evening,  how- 
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ever,  the  party  came  on  a  herd  lying  in  the  heather 
in  Coirenapok,  near  AUtnaguibhsaich.  The  stalkers 
waited  patiently  for  a  long  time,  but  at  last  a  band 
of  pipers,  about  half  a  mile  off,  escorting  the  guard 
of  honour,  stationed  at  Ballater,  from  the  top  of 
Lochnagar,  commenced  to  play.  The  deer  at  once 
got  to  their  feet,  gazing  towards  the  pipers,  on 
which  His  Royal  Highness  took  deUberate  aim,  and 
with  a  right  and  left  knocked  down  two  fine  stags. 

Like  all  old  forests,  Balmoral  has  its  legends,  but 
we  are  only  concerned  with  a  versified  one,  "  The 
Spectre  Stag  of  Lochnagar  '-- :  — 

Up  in  the  moonlight  pale  and  dim. 

The  Dubh  Loch's  cliffs  rose  stark  and  grim  ; 

The  loch  gloomed  darkling  far  beneath. 

And  weirdly  strange  lay  height  and  heath. 

L'pon  the  black  steep's  topmost  ken 

There  stood  a  stag — a  stag  of  ten — 

A  lordly  monarch  of  the  wild 

That  hunters  never  had  beguiled ; 

From  this  his  name  was  noised  afar  : 

The  Spectre  Stag  of  Lochnagar. 

Lord  Ian,  "  a  huntsman  keen,'' 

To  slay  the  Spectre  Stag  he  swore, 
Or  hunting  horn  wind  nevermore. 

He  had  a  long  chase,  but  at  last  got  on  terms  at  the 
crags  of  the  Dubh  Loch  : — 

Aloft  the  knife 

Shimmers  to  drink  the  stag's  red  hfe  ; 

But  with  a  swerve  like  lightning's  flash 

The  stag  makes  one  impetuous  dash. 

And  from  the  sheer  and  fated  steep 

He  takes  the  last,  long,  flying  leap  ; 

A  moment  sways  in  dizzy  air. 

Then  with  a  cry  of  shrill  despair 

Sinks  swiftly  to  his  lonely  grave 

Beneath  the  Dubh  Loch's  wind-swept  wave. 

The  huntsman  foiled,  with  frenzied  eye. 

Glares  wildly  to  the  silent  sky, 

And,  by  some  fascination  held, 

la  to  the  shrinking  brink  impelled  ; 

Nor  slacks  the  chase,  nor  draws  he  breath. 

But  onward  still,  till  Huntsman  Death 

Overtakes  him  too. 

The  vow  he  swore 
He  kept ;  his  horn  sounds  nevermore. 
And  to  this  hour,  old  shepherds  say, 
When  moon  and  star  succeed  to  day, 
Is  seen  upon  the  Dubh  Loch's  scaur 
The  Spectre  Stag  of  Lochnagar. 

— Alex.  Inkson  M'Connochie. 

By  permission  from  a  special  article  in  The 
Scottish  Field. 

A  FISHY  CHARADE. 
Cut  off  my  head,  and  singular  I  act  ; 
Cut  off  my  tail,  and  plural  I  appear  ; 
Cut  off  ray  tail  and  head — oh,  wondrous  fact  ! — ■ 
Although  my  middle's  left,  there's  nothing  here. 
What,  is  my  head  cut  off  ? — a  sounding  sea. 
What,  is  my  tail  cut  off  ? — a  flowing  river. 
Far  in  the  ocean's  depths  I  fearless  play; 
Giver  of  sweetest  sounds,  yet  mute  for  ever. 

Answer. 

From  the  word  "  cod,"  take  the  letter  C, 

Odd  you  will  appear,  and  odd  indeed  you'll  be. 

From  the  word  '  cod  "  take  the  letter  D, 

That  will  leave  a  Co.  or  company. 

Take  the  C  and  D,  and  O  will  then  remain, 

i»  nought,  and  nought  is  O — most  positive  and 
plain  ; 

i.t  ever-sounding  ;  the  Dee  a  flowing  river  ; 
' -ods  are  in  the  ocean,  but  cod's  sounds  chatter  never. 
If  my  guess  ia  right,  I  trust  you  will  confess  it, 
And  aa  a  premium  sought  a  cod,  and  quite  drop  it. 


SHAEK  FISHING  IN  CUBA. 

If  anyone  doubted  the  existence  of  man-eating 
sharks  in  Cuban  waters  doubts  were  for  ever  put  to 
rest  while  within  sight  of  the  city  not  long  since 
when  a  Havana  steamer  bound  for  New  Orleans 
was  passing  out  of  the  bay. 

As  one  of  the  sailors  was  hauling  down  the  Cuban 
flag  a  short  distance  out  of  port  he  fell  backward 
into  the  water.  A  boat  was  lowered  at  once  and 
hastened  toward  him.  He  was  seen  to  be  splash 
ing  the  water  with  his  hands,  and  the  practised  eyes 
of  his  fellow  sailors  knew  that  he  had  been  attacked 
by  sharks.  Hoping  to  hasten  his  rescue,  they  threw 
him  a  rope.  He  seized  it  eagerly,  but  it  proved  to 
be  a  fatal  move,  for  the  instant  he  quit  fighting  the 
water  the  sharks  lost  fear.  It  became  a  race 
between  the  men  in  the  boat  and  the  deep  sea 
monsters.    The  latter  won. 

The  rest  is  soon  told.  There  were  three  sharks, 
and  they  attacked  their  victim  viciously.  It  was 
ghastly  play  that  the  passengers  of  the  ship  watched 
the  three  brutes  struggUng  for  one  man.  Some 
tiH'ned  away  unable  to  look  on  any  longer.  When 
the  sailors  finally  succeeded  in  snatching  the  prey 
life  was  all  but  gone,  and  death  came  within  a  few 
minutes. 

The  ship  turned  back  to  the  city  to  leave  the 
body  of  the  dead  man,  and  then  went  on  its  way 
again. 

The  incident  is  attracting  much  attention  and 
comment  in  the  city,  for  it  is  the  first  well-authen- 
ticated case  of  a  living  man  being  attacked  by  a 
shark  that  has  occurred  during  the  past  five  years. 
From  time  to  time  other  stories  have  become 
current,  but  none  have  gained  much  behef,  as  inves- 
tigation has  showed  that  they  were  founded  on 
circumstantial  evidence  ;  no  one  has  seen  the  shark 
— the  only  fact  known  was  that  the  man  in  the 
water  had  disappeared.  There  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  discussion,  both  pubhc  and  private,  on  the 
subject;  while  the  majority  of  persons  beheved  that 
these  sharks  would  attack  living  persons,  very  few 
knew  positively  of  their  having  done  so. 

One  man,  in  his  desire  to  learn  definitely  whether 
these  sharks  are  of  the  man-eating  variety,  offered  a 
reward  of  $1000  for  any  well-authenticated  case. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  the  sad  occurrence 
described  above  be  brought  to  his  attention  and  the 
money  turned  over  to  the  family  of  the  dead  sailor. 

There  has  been  some  talk  of  the  city  cotmcil 
offering  a  reward  for  sharks  since  they  are  so  nume- 
rous, but  as  yet  this  has  developed  into  nothing 
more  than  a  suggestion. — New  Orleans  Democrat.; 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningt 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  river  is  in 
full  flood,  and  the  water  is  higher  than  it  has  been 
since  the  last  great  flood.  In  most  places  the  river 
is  over  its  banks,  the  towpath  is  covered,  and  in 
several  parts  the  adjoining  land  is  extensively 
covered  with  water.  The  stream  is  exceptionally 
strong,  all  the  sluice  gates  being  open  at  the  weirs, 
and  consequently  very  little  sport  is  anticipated 
until  the  end  of  the  coming  week.  Thursday  proved 
a  fine  day,  and  if  good  weather  continues  the  water 
will  soon  be  run  off,  but  at  present  it  is  practically 
useless  to  fish.  Just  before  the  heavy  rain  fell  a  fine 
roach  of  21b.  4^oz.  was  caught  at  Pangbourne  by 
Mr.  J.  Pottinger.  of  the  South  Reading  A.S.,  and  Mr. 
Lumsden,  atDatchet,  has  had  a  roach  of  21b.  3oz. 
If  the  water  drops  sufficiently  in  throe  or  four  days, 
to  bring  itself  within  the  banks,  the  tail  of  a  lob  or 
small  red  worms  should  be  tried.  Punt  fishing  is 
practically  out  of  the  question. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  river  here  is  in  very  heavy 

flood.  The  water  is  all  over  the  place,  and  I  should 
not  like  to  say  when  there  will  be  any  prospect  of 
fishing  again.  We  may  perhaps  have  a  little  before 
the  close  of  the  season. — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Bingwood). — Salmon  fishing  opened 
yesterday  (Tuesday),  but  the  rain  of  the  past  week 
entirely  spoilt  the  chances  of  good  sport,  and  very 
few  rods  were  out.  Dr.  Barton  killed  a  very  nice 
fish  on  the  Crown  Hotel  water  on  Feb.  2  (opening 
day),  181b.,  so  it  will  be  seen  that  the  fish  are 
pushing  well  ahead,  and  as  soon  as  the  water  sub- 
sides the  chances  of  getting  some  early  fish  will  be 
very  good.  P.S. — I  sent  a  report  of  a  191b.  pike, 
besides  others,  caught  by  Mr.  Ashby  ^and  friend ; 
also  a  21b.  Coz.  roach  besides  others  caught  by  Mr. 


F.  Tilton;  also  roach  by  Mr.  W.  li.  Mih-.in' >ii  tlio 
wouk  bfjforo  last.  You  miibt  have  overlooked  it,  or 
did  you  not  get  it?  il.  VV.  Havthh.  L'I '"^  report 
did  not  roiu-h  us.  | 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).  —  We 
have  hful  a  most  annoying  mixture  lately  of  frost 
and  thaw,  which  tantalised  anglers  arul  8ka,tr;r» 
equally — just  too  much  ice  for  fishing,  and  too  littlo 
for  skating.  Of  course,  the  river  k(pt  open,  bit 
the  wretched  weather  discouraged  much  angling, 
and  constantly  melting  ico  ronde.ed  the  wat<ir  in 
bad  condition.  Wouther  iinow  milder,  and  pcr^haro 
now  taking  worm  freely.  There  is,  or  should  be, 
only  a  month  of  piking  now  Ui  anticipate,  l<ut  as 
shooting  closed  on  Fob.  1  the  private  broaxlsi  will 
now  be  visited  by  those  lucky  anglers  having  access 
thereto,  and  wo  may  expect  soon  to  hear  of  some 
leviathans  coming  to  the  gaff.  1  h?ar  a  few  up 
to  71b.  have  been  taken  Coltishall  way.  Wroxhani 
Broad  is  now  free  of  ice  again,  and  should  show 
sport,  but  fish  ought  not  to  be  killed  there  after 
March  1.  I  have  seen  them  there,  basking  in 
clusters  and  heavy  in  spawn,  on  sunny  days  about 
that  date.  It  is  an  unfortunate  fact  that  pike  are 
fished  for,  and  wired  too,  in  Apiil  and  May,  und 
the  stock  in  the  rivers  is  only  a  tithe  of  what  it 
used  to  be.   General  prospects  fair. — C.  H.  Taylob.. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Heavy  rains  have 
been  experienced  during  the  past  week,  which  has 
flooded  the  river  very  much.  On  Saturday  last 
the  stream  was  very  swollen,  and  since  then  the 
Dart  has  overflowed  its  banks.  Little  damage, 
however,  is  reported  to  have  been  done.  Anglers 
are  anxiously  waiting  for  March  1,  when  trout  and 
salmon  fishing  begins.  As  far  as  can  be  stated, 
at  the  time  of  writing  the  prospects  for  the  ensuing 
season  are  very  encouraging,  there  being  plenty  of 
fish  reported  to  be  in  the  river. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Tavy,  Walkhara, 
and  Plym  have  enjoyed  a  very  successful  season 
from  a  fisherman's  point  of  view.  There  has  been 
a  great  improvement  in  the  number  and  the  si^e  of 
the  fish  creeled.  From  March  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  summer  the  artificial  fly  has  been  responsible 
for  good  bask  ts,  catches  of  from  three  to  five  dozen 
being  taken  with  this  bait.  The  largest  trout 
recorded  to  have  been  taken  scaled  3^1b.  Salmon 
peal  ran  freely,  and  in  May  and  June  a  good  number 
were  caught  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river.  There 
were  eighty-six  season  tickets  issued  and  868  day 
tickets. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Gales  and  ram  have 
prevented  anglers  enjoying  good  sport,  and  with 
exception  of  a  few  small  pike  in  the  river  and  in 
Exeter  Canal,  nothing  worthy  of  record  has  been 
done.  At  Exmouth  tiirea  rods  were  successful  last 
Thursday  with  the  smelt,  which  were  of  very  good 
size,  and  just  over  300  were  taken  by  Messrs.  R. 
Mostyn,  Beck  and  Kelley  in  the  Exmouth  Docks. 
Rivers  are  in  flood  and  tha  ssa  near  the  coast  too 
highly  coloured  for  any  prospects  of  success  for 
some  few  days  to  come. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey). — Lake 
Maelog  (Ty  Croes)  and  the  rivers  Crygyll  and  Alaw 
opened  for  trout  fishing  on  Feb.  1,  and  the  Cefni 
river  opens  on  the  14tli  inst.,  a  fortnight  earlier 
than  usual.  A  5s.  Ucence  required  for  this  river, 
and  obtainable  from  Mr.  Prytherch,  chemist, 
Llangefni.  The  winter  has  been  very  open  and 
mild  with  plenty  of  fresh  water,  and  the  fisli  ought 
to  be  very  forward.  Though  the  Carnarvonshire 
mountains  are  covered  with  snow  half  way  to  their 
base,  the  weather  is  very  mild  in  Anglesey.  I 
anticipate  an  early  and  suc3essf\d  spring  fishing. 

■W.  H.  ,     ,  . 

Lea  and  Trihntaries.— I  am,  thanks  to  another 
big  flood,  again  badly  off  for  copy,  and  at  ths  time 
of  writing  (Feb.  3)  the  river  continues  high  and 
coloured,  and  is  travelling  like  a  mill  race  in  some 
parts.  Early  in  the  we?k  a  good  many  anglers 
visited  or,  rather,  attempted  to  do  so,  the  river, 
only  to  find  a  kind  of  huge  lake  stretched  out  before 
them,  instead  of  the  "  sUvern  Lea."  Fishing  was 
impossible  at  Tottenham,  Ponders  End,  Enfield 
Lock  and  other  resorts  ;  and  m  the  upper  waters, 
when  anc'lers  reached  the  banks,  the  stream  was 
runnme  much  too  fast  for  sport.  However,  here 
and  there,  notably  at  St.  Margarets  and  Hertford,  a 
number  of  good  class  roach  were  caught  m  the 
slack  eddies  and  canal  cuttings.  As  to  future  pros- 
pects, it  is  useless  to  offer  any  opimon.  The  floods 
and  rapid  stream  are  likely  to  do  a  deal  of  harm  to 
the  trout  spawning  groimds  in  the  tributaries.— 
IzAAK  Walton.   

Lnge  Arrow,  and  Pmaley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  running  too  high  and  du'ty  tor  gra>laig 
fishinK.  withjno  present  hope  of  improvement,  the 
weather  beins  dead  against  anglmg.  Gla^s  very 
low  and  stationary;  wind  south-east,  dull,  with 
rain  at  intervals.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Lueff  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  streams 
..e  coloured  and  high  and  out  of  all  order  tor  fash- 
ing and  angling  has  been  stopped  and  will  contmue 
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so  as  long  as  the  wrefcchod  weather  continues. 
There  have  been  no  rods  out,  and  grayling  are  fast 
going  out  of  season,  and  anglers  will  have  to  wait 
until  trout  season  begins,  as  there  is  little  prospect 
of  improved  conditions  in  the  water  at  present. 
The  Pinsley  is  colouring. — Gwynnb. 

ITeue  (Feterborongh.). — Heavy  rains  this  week 
have  again  spoilt  the  chances  of  our  anglers,  who, 
up  to  the  end  of  last  week,  were  having  rare  sport 
amongst  the  pike.  Since  Feb.  1  the  water  in  the 
river  has  risen  three  or  four  feet,  on  Feb.  3  being 
fourteen  feet  at  Peterborough  Bridge,  and  now 
there  is  every  likelihood  of  another  flood.  Under 
the  best  of  circumstances  it  must  be  about  a  week 
before  our  anglers  can  do  anything.  At  the  end  of 
last  week  Messrs.  Perry  and  Green,  of  Peterborough, 
fishing  in  the  Oundle  district,  captured  fourteen 
pike,   but  the  largest  did  not  weigh  but  71b. — 

E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots,  Half  Moon  Hotel).— River 
three  feet  over  level,  and  likely  to  be  much  more. 
Afraid  there  will  be  no  fishing  for  a  week  or  two. — 

F.  Beeson. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  past  week  has  been  a  most  unfavour- 
able one  for  angling,  as  far  as  these  rivers  are  con- 
cerned, as  there  has  been  but  one  day — Feb.  1 — 
anything  approaching  a  bright  day,  and  the  almost 
continuous  rainfall,  although  not  particularly 
heavy,  has  had  the  effect  of  keeping  the 
rivers  much  above  their  average  level  and 
altogether  out  of  condition.  In  spite  of 
all  the83  drawbacks  one  Manchester  gentleman  has 
had  excellent  sport  amongst  the  roach  in  the 
Vyrnwy,  near  Llansaintffraid,  as  well  as  in  the 
canal  at  Llanymynech.  In  the  Vyrnwy  on  one 
occasion,  in  company  with  a  brother  angler,  they 
captured  so  many  roach  that  they  were  unable 
to  carry  all  the  take  with  them  home,  and  in 
addition  to  this  he  also  took  a  pike  which  scaled 
13lb.,  and  yet  some  anglers  visiting  this  neighbour- 
hood complain  of  a  scarcity  of  fish  in  these  rivers. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 

rain  !  It  raineth  every  day,  Sundays  not  excepted. 
With  the  high  spring  tides  the  up-country  water 
is  bayed  back  and  miles  of  the  low  land  are 
under  water.  The  Medway  in  the  Forest  Row 
district  is  over  the  banks;  a  flood  from  the  swollen 
waters  of  the  Ouse  at  Barcombe  ;  and  at  the  village 
of  Bramber  the  Adur  has  taken  possession.  The 
lower  portion  of  the  cottages  is  under  water  and 
the  furniture  floating  about,  while  the  milk  and 
provisions  are  taken  from  boats  or  carts  through 
the  bedroom  windows  by  the  unfortunate  cot- 
tagers. The  road  to  the  railway  station  has 
been  negotiated  by  boat  or  wading.  Bright 
sunshine  a  few  days  since  lured  a  few  enthu- 
siasts to  Chichester  Canal.  The  water  was  in 
excellent  condition,  but  down  came  the  rain,  and 
the  anglers  had  to  beat  a  rjtreat  with  empty 
baskets.  Even  with  fine  weather  it  will  be  some 
days  before  rivers  are  fishab'.e.  Notes  from  the 
Arun  this  evening  (Wednesday)  state  that  the 
river  has  overflowed  all  the  way  to  Amberley,  and 
the  water  at  Arundel  Bridge  was  up  to  the  door- 
steps of  cottages  at  midday,  eighty  minutes  before 
the  tide  was  full. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teme  <Iiadlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
now  running  very  muddy  and  high,  and  quite  out 
of  all  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very 
bad,  and  rain  has  been  had  nearly  every  day. 
There  is  very  little  prospect  of  any  fishing  being 
done  for  some  time,  as  there  is  no  likely  change  in 
the  weather.  Angling  will  be  very  slow  until  the 
trout  fishing  begins  as  grayling  are  going  out  of 
season  quickly,  and  anglers  cannot  get  at  the  water 
as  it  is  at  present.  The  trout  season,  if  we  get 
anything  like  weather,  promises  to  be  an  early  one 
owing  to  the  exceptionally  mild  weather.  On  Jan.  30 
an  angler  with  worm  took  a  few  dace.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  high  and  muddy, 
and  no  fishing  done  in  them. — S.  Ludlow. 

•  •  (Tenbnry). — In  this  part  angling  has  been 

quite  at  a  standstill,  and  will  continue- to  be  so  for 
some  days.  The  weather  has  baen  very  bad,  rain 
falling  heavily,  and  the  river  is  now  high  and  muddy 
and  quite  out  of  order.  There  is  little  prospect  of 
grayling  fishing,  as  tha  fish  are  going  out  of  season, 
and  anglers  will  have  to  content  themselves  with 
waiting  for  the  trout  season  to  begin. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — There  is  at  present  a  big  water  running 
in  the  Tyne,  and  too  much  colour  in  for  g  -od 
salmon  fishing.  I  am  told  by  a  very  old  'J'yne 
salmon  fishor  tliat  there  are  some  fresh -run  fish  in 
the  Wylam  waters.  The  Coqust  is  also  in  flood  and 
the  colour  of  clay.  There  are  plenty  of  fish,  and 
when  the  water  tines  down  no  doubt  anglers  will 
have  a  happy  tiim  of  it.  I  heard  of  one  clean  fish 
being  ki.led  on  the  Warkworth  water.  A  Newcastle 
angler  had  a  good  basket  of  grayling  from  the  Glen, 
scaling  101b.    Some  good  catches  of  codling  have 


been  got  on  the  coast  at  Tyneraouth. — Henry 
A.  MuRTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10, 
Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfs,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Oase,etc. 
(Yorks). — Sport  continues  only  moderate  in  our 
Yorkshire  streams  owing  to  very  high  waters, 
excepting  in  the  higher  reaches  where  the  water 
subsides  quickly,  and  anglers  residing  on  the  banks 
meet  with  the  best  results.  In  the  Ure  there  has 
been  a  lot  of  freshets,  and  the  unsettled  weather 
has  kept  a  lot  of  anglers  away.  In  the  upper 
reaches  a  few  rods  were  out  up  to  Feb.  1, 
but  sport  was  only  moderate.  This  length  is 
now  closed  for  grayling  fishing  and  reopens 
on  March  16  for  the  trout  season.  In  the 
district,  of  Aysgarth  and  Redraire  one  or  two 
anglers  have  been  having  fair  sport.  At  Redmire 
Mr.  .J.  Pedley  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Pedley  {"  Red  Ant")  have 
had  some  fine  sport  daily  ;  one  day  they  had  thirty- 
eight  between  them,  the  fish  taking  the  little  red 
worm.  I  must  say  that  the  grayling  are  still  in 
good  condition  for  the  table  yet.  Very  little  has 
been  done  at  Clifton,  Masham,  or  Tanfield.  A 
few  rods  have  been  out  at  Ripon,  aad  spoit 
has  been  fair,  considering  the  high  water  ; 
baskets  of  four  to  six  brace  of  grayling  and  dace 
are  being  caught  daily,  Messrs.  Daniel,  Mason,  and 
others  meeting  with  best  results.  The  Tanfiold 
water  remains  open  for  grayling  fishing  till  Satur- 
day, Feb.  13,  reopening  on  Apiil  1.  In  the  district 
of  Bishop  Monkton  the  water  has  been  high  ;  several 
anglers  from  Leeds  have  been  paying  a  visit  to  this 
district.  Up  to  last  Saturday  several  good  baskets 
of  roach  and  dace  were  got,  but  since  then  spoit  has 
fallen  off.  Beyond  this  district  very  little  has  been 
doing.  The  Wharfe  has  run  up  and  down  i  11  the 
week.  Very  few  rods  at  Bumsall ;  this  length  of 
water  is  closed  till  April  1.  A  few  rods  have  been 
seen  out  at  Ilkley,  sport  has  ruled  very  moderate  ; 
this  length  will  be  closed  after  Saturday,  Feb.  13,  to 
March  16.  Below  this  length  very  few  rods  have 
been  out  at  Otley,  [Pool,  and  Harewood.  A  few 
rods  have  been  out  at  CoUingham,  Wetherby,  and 
Boston  Spa,  sport  only  moderate.  The  Nidd  has  baen 
fishing  only  moderate  in  the  higher  reaches.  Fair 
sport  has  been  met  with  at  Knaresboro'  amongst 
the  roach  and  chub  with  paste  and  maggot.  Sport 
has  also  been  fair  at  Ribston  Park  and  Hunsingore. 
The  Swale  has  been  running  high  and  coloured. 
Very  little  angling  doing  at  Richmond,  Catterick, 
and  Ainderby  districts.  I  hear  one  or  two 
anglers  are  doing  welL  on  the  Eden  amongst  the 
graylmg,  some  good  baskets  of  fish  being  got  at 
Temple  Sowerby  and  Appleby  district.  The  Leeds 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers  met  for  the  first  meeting 
this  J  ear  on  Jan.  28,  Mr.  T.  Foxcroft  taking  the 
chair.  The  chief  item  was  selecting  the  committee 
for  the  Roundhay  Park.  Rain  is  falling  again, 
therefore  prospects  are  not  good.  A  flood  will  be 
probable. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.). — Fishing  on  reserved 
water,  Macdiarmid  (keeper)  killed  two  salmon  of 
20lb.  aad  191b.  On  hotel  water,  Mr.  Scarboro 
killed  one  salmon  of  201b. — Knight. 

 (Killin   Hotel). — Fishing  from  this 

hotel,  on  Jan.  28,  Mr.  Walter  kUled  one  salmon  of 
201b.  On  Jan  29,  Mr.  Walter,  one  salmon,  181b. ; 
Mr.  Smith,  one  salmon.  161b.  On  Jan.  30,  Mr. 
Smith,  one  salmon,  16lb. — Knioht. 

Iiyon  (Fortingall). — On  Fortingall  Hotel  water, 
on  Jan.  29,  Mr.  A.  C.  Johnson,  London,  had  a 
salmon  of  91b.,  and'on  Jan.  30,  Mr.  ScobieMacKenzie, 
London,  one  of  181b. — R.  Stewart. 

North]  of  Scotland.— Dee. — The  weather  is  still 
open,  but  has  assumed  a  more  wintry  appearance 
than  has  been  the  case  since  Christmas.  Some 
threa  inches  of  snow  covered  the  ground  on  Monday 
(Feb.  1),  and  this  was  further  augmented  by  several 
falls  since.  The  cold  snap,  however,  will  do  much 
more  good  than  evil  in  checking  the  run  of  fish,  and 
so  give  the  anglers  on  the  lower  waters  a  better 
chance  during  the  first  week  or  so  of  the  season. 
Bailiffs  report  fewer  dead  fish  than  has  been  the 
case  for  some  years  past.  The  Dee  waters  are  now 
all  fully  let  up,  unless  an  odd  section  on  the 
lower  or  far  inland  reaches.  Don. — Comparatively 
speaking,  the  prospects  for  the  opening  weeks  are 
excesdingly  good.  Fresh  spring  fish  have  been 
noted  in  places  where  they  are  seldom  seen  till 
March  or  April.     About^  Monynusk  and  Alford 


TiiouT  Fi.ius.— Tho  trout  season  is  fast  approaching,  and 
an^jlers  should  now  have  tlieir  rods,  reels,  and  waders  overhauled. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  greater  care  can  be  given  in  overhauling 
than  (luring  tlie  busy  season,  and  ample  time  can  l)e  allowed  for 
the  varnish  to  harden  thoroughly.  J<'lies  to  pattern  should  also 
be  ordered  now.  Tiie  greatest  care  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Ahglers  in  the  habit  of  dressing  their  own 
Hies  should  now  secure  their  material.  Selections  can  be  made 
up  to  suit  the  requirements  of  salmon  or  trout  ily  dressers. — 
.(.  E.  Miller  (Telephone  2f)01),  Northern  Anglers' DapOt,  19,  New 
.Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds.  " 


"  kelt  sport"  will,  as  usual,  be  a  certainty,  and 
from  the  abundance  of  fish  in  the  river  anglers  may 
look  out  for  a  trying  time  of  it  till  these  disappear. 
On  the  tidal  reaches  finnock  and  sea-trout  are 
usually  good  at  the  opening,  and  from  the  appear- 
ance of  fish  in  the  water  prospects  are  exceedingly 
fair.  The  Ythau  and  UoiB  do  not  open  till  Feb.  25. 
— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Next  week  the  Galloway 
Cree,  as  also  the  Dee,  wUl  open  their  waters  for 
angling,  and  the  other  rivers  of  the  Solway  will 
open  on  Feb.  25.  The  reports  from  the  different 
rivers  are  most  promising  for  the  spring  salmon 
fishing  this  season.  The  water  bailiffs  and  keepers, 
as  also  anglers  who  are  in  position  of  looking  over 
the  various  rivers  Ua  the  district,  report  that  there  is 
a  fine  show  of  spring  fish  in  the  rivers  just  now.  Some 
go  so  far  as  to  say  that  they  never  remember  seeing 
so  many  spring  salmon  in  the  rivers  of  the  Solway. 
So  far  there  is  no  report  of  disease  in  the  Annan 
and  one  or  two  other  rivers,  but  I  fear  there  are 
some  "  spotted  ones  "  to  be  seen  in  the  Border  Esk. 
The  netting  in  the  Firth  does  not  open  until  the 
25th  in-st.,  and  it  is  generally  a  fortnight  or  more 
before  the  nets  are  in  working  order  in  this  district. 
— Heatherbell. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork). — This  river  does  not 
open  until  Feb.  15.  Reports  are  most  favourable 
as  to  the  number  of  salmon  which  have  passed 
over  the  weirs.  The  spawning  season  has  been  a 
most  successful  one,  mostly  due  to  the  continued 
high  water  all  during  the  winter  season  which  made 
poaching  a  very  difficult  matter. — W._Haynes  and 
Son. 

Blackwater  (oo.  Cork).  —  Salmon  and  trout 
angling  opened  on  the  river  on  Feb.  1,  but  little  or 
no  fishing  could  be  done  owing  to  the  flooded  state 
of  the  river.  Wind  N.E.  and  bitterly  cold.  As  we 
write  the  weather  appears  more  settled,  and  by  the 
end  of  the  week  river  should  be  in  good  order. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Buadrowes  (c>.  Djnegal).— The  angling  season 
opened  on  the  above  river  under  unfavourable  cir- 
cumstances on  Feb.  1,  as  a  severe  storm  of  snow, 
with  keen  frost  at  night,  has  prevailed  in  this 
locality  since  Jan.  30,  consequently  little  or  no 
anghng  has  yet  been  done.  T.  Gilroy  (keeper) 
tried  for  a  salmon  on  Feb.  1,  but  only  landed  some 
kelts,  which  were  returned  immediately  to  the 
river.  At  time  of  writing  rain  is  falling  heavily 
and  the  snow  is  quickly  disappearing  from  the  hills, 
and  the  river  wiU  be  in  order  in  a  few  days  again. — 
M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  and  trout  fishing 
commenced  under  most  unfavourable  circumstances 
on  Feb.  1,  river  in  bank  high  flood,  with  heavy  frost 
the  night  before,  and  bitter  north-east  wind.  Few 
anglers  ventured  out  as  a  result ;  although  a  good 
number  of  salmon  were  showing,  few  were  killed  on 
Nettleville  Water.  Mr.  Robt.  Nettles  had  one,  81b., 
on  the  Powdermills  fishing;  Mr.  E.  Browniag  one, 
111b.,  on  Carryrohane  Water;  F.  H.  Bass  one, 
101b. ;  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Oppenheim,  one,  91b.  Rain 
fell  heavily  on  Feb.  2,  and  as  we  write,  the  river  is 
almost  overflowing  its  banks ;  with  no  more  rain  it 
should  be  in  good  order  by  to-day  (Feb.  6). — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Uoy,  Itouirha  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo).  —  Salmon,  sea  and  brown  trout  fishing 
opened  here  on  Feb.  1.  The  prospects  for  this 
season  promises  to  be  unusually  good  as  the  past 
spawning  was  most  prolific.  The  river  and  loughs 
are  high  at  present.  Some  trout  were  got  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  river.— Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  The  water  is  now 
in  excellent  order,  but  up  to  the  present  few  boats 
have  been  out.  The  weather  varies  very  much, 
alternating  from  dry  and  cold  to  mild  and  rainy. 
By  the  end  of  the  week  fishing  will  be  in  full  swing, 
and  we  look  confidently  forward  to  having  our  next 
report  containing  the  record  of  captures. — John 

ENfUGHT  AND  SoN. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Pensance.— Thursday,  Jan  28.  —  Strong  S.W. 
wind;  only  one  boat  ventured  out;  catch,  thirty 
whiting.  Friday,  Jan.  29.— Wind  S.W.,  moderate 
early  in  day,  gale  later.  Catches,  fifty  whiting  down 
per  boat.  Saturday,  Jan.  30.— Strong  S.W.  wind, 
heavy  saa;  no  boats  out.  Monday,  Feb.  1.— Wmd 
S.S.E.,  moderate  early,  but  gale  later.  Towards 
noon  boats  had  to  weigh  anchor  and  run  for  harbour 
through  a  heavy  sea ;  fortunately  all  reached  home 
without  mishap.  Catches,  five  score  whiting  down. 
Tuesday,  Feb.  2.  —  Heavy  sea ;  no  boats  out. 
Wednesday,  Feb.  3.— Wind  N.E.,  fresh;  only  two 
boats  out. — J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth  — It  was  as  I  thought  a  false  alarm 
about  the  mackerel — it  must  have  been  a  stray 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  saperlor  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Green  heart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  oza.  to  12  oss, ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  Is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  loohs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  moat  suitable  Taokle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line, 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  iO  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout, 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  whioh  does  not  oome  ofi,  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  letter 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

C!olonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marveiloui.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  lart.-  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seenu  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes :  "I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


LIVE  TROUT  FOR  STOCKING 


Hyde  End  Fishery, 

BRIMPTON,  BERKS. 

PRICES— 

Yearlings  ...    from  £15  per  1,000 

Two-year-olds   £40  ,, 

10  inch  to  12  inch  fish       £9  per  100  . 


International  Fisheries'  Exhibition. 


Mr.  J.  EICHAEDSON,  Gold  Medalist, 
Fisheries'  Exhibition,  Norwich,  1881, 
Gold  Medalist  International  Fisheries' 
Exhibition,  London,  1883,  is  prepared  to 
place  his  experience  and  services  at  the 
disposal  of  intended  exhibitor  (English 
or  American) ;  will  undertake  full  Charge 
of  Exhibit,  or  act  as  Agent  or  Salesman. — 
48,  Doddington  Grove,  Kennington,  S.E. 

pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 
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CISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbing  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOLESALE  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,   skilled  or  unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book : 

"  A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fish  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postagre  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Eeels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Heney  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 


ANNUAL  DISPERSAL  SALE 

NOW  PKOCEEDING. 

BURBERRYS,  of  30,  Haymarket,  London, 
S.W.,  will  continue  to  ottei-,  until  the  end  ui 
Keoi  uaiy,  their  1903  .Stock  of  Model,  Sh()i>-soiled, 
Misfit,  and  Left-on-hand  SPORTING  GAR- 
MENTS at  HALF  PRICE. 

The  Stock  consists  of  : 
fi'.i/-  Shooting  Coats  in  Gabaidiue  Combination 

and  Kainproofed  Tweeds  ;  Sale  price,  31/6. 
42/- Knicker- Breeches  In  Rainproof  Tweeds; 

.Sale  price,  21/-. 
63/-  Slip-ons  in  B.Y.P.  Combine  and  Donegal 

Tweeds  ;  Sale  price,  42/-. 
03/-  and  84/-  Wealheralls  and  Haymarkets  in 

Kainproofed  Covert  Coatings  ;  Sale  price, 

31/6  and  42/-.    Temiiting  bargains,  in  all 

colours,  for  town  or  country  wear. 
S  Gninea  Viators  ;  Sale  price,  84/-. 
."j-Ouinea  Lounge  Suits  ;  Sale  price,  52/6- 
12/0  Leggings  ;  .Sale  price,  6/3. 
42/-  Haymarkets  and  Weatheralls  in  B.Y.P. , 

uuliued  ;  Sale  price,  21/- ;  lit  3B-in.,  38-in., 

and  JO-in.  chests. 
(;.'./■  I^iunge  Jackets  in  Rainproofed  Tweeds, 

31/6. 

Detailed  List  of  Stock  availab'e  to-day  will  be 
sent  on  request,  and  goods  are  forwarded  on 
approval  on  receipt  of  cheque  covering,  part  or 
all  of  which  will  be  returned,  if  necessary,  when 
the  transaction  is  complete.  Patterns  cannot  be 
sent  of  half-price  Garments. 


NORTON  FISHERY, 

BALIDOCK,  HERTS, 

HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  FISH  FOR  DISPOSAL: 
YEARLINGS. 

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000 
BROWN  TROUT,  5,000 
LOCH  LEVENS,  10,000 
RAINBOWS,  25,000  . 
RAINBOWS,  10,000  . 

TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  11 

BROWN  TROUT,    5,000    from  9  Inches  to  14 

RAINBOWS,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  12 

RAINBOWS,    6,000    from  9  inches  to  14 

Quotations  for  larger  fish  on  application.  All  fish  free  on  rail  at  Baldock  Station, 
and  guaranteed  a  safe  delivery.  Fresh  Water  Snails  and  Shrimps,  especially 
recommended  for  waters  about  to  be  stocked,  are  supplied  at  f  1  per  1,000. 

Apply,  MANAGER 


from  3  inches  to  5 
from  5  inches  to  8 
from  4  inches  to  6 
from  4  inches  to  6 
from  6  inches  to  9 


inches 
inches 
inches 
inches 
inches 


inches 
inches 
inches 
inches 


MALCOM  &  CO., 

The  Sportsman's  Waterproofers. 


THE  "ANYWEATHER"  HAT 


The  FIELD,  October  25,  1902,  says: 
"  It  folds  up  into  a  very  narrow  compass,  yet  is 
made  for  hard  weather.  The  turn-down  rim,  acting 
like  the  roof  of  a  house  to  shoot  water  oS  wherever  it 
may  fall,  is  undoubtedly  the  proper  thing  for  a 
sportsman's  wet  weather  headgear."' 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.G. 
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school  "or  two  that  was  caught  by  the  Cornish  men  ; 
they  have  given  it  up  as  a  bad  job,  and  as  the 
herrings  are  not  so  numerous  have  gone  home  to 
their  various  ports.  The  mackerel  may,  however, 
make  their  appearance  at  any  time,  and  the  fisher- 
men are  on  the  look  out  for  them.  Dabs  are  in  be?t 
condition  in  this  month  and  the  two  next  just 
before  they  commence  to  spawn,  which  they  do 
usually  in  May  or  June.  We  do  not  get  them  on 
the  hook  and  line  so  much  in  the  harbours  and 
bays  as  the  ground  has  become  so  foul  through  not 
being  trawled  over  that  the  fish  go  right  away  in 
deep  vi^ater  to  obtain  their  necessary  food. 
According  to  the  new  Salmon  Fisheries'  Act  the 
trout  and  salmon  fishing  in  this  distiict  commences 
on  Feb.  1,  but  all  the  vi'aters  that  are  under  the 
Boards  of  Conservators  are  kept  closed  until 
March  1,  and  only  those  portions  of  the  rivers  that 
are  open  or  private  property  can  be  fished  this 
month.  We  have  received  the  salmon  and  trout 
licences  for  distribution.  A  nice  salmon  was  caught 
in  the  Catte  water  last  week  in  a  mullet  net.  It 
was  full  of  spawn  and  evidently  making  its  way  up 
the  river  Plym.  The  list  of  edible  fish  for  this 
month  include  smelt,  sprat,  anchovy,  ling,  whiting, 
pouting,  dab,  mackerel,  eel,  tub,  piper,  rod 
gurnard,  trout,  salmon,  and  all  shellfish. — William 
Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southwold. — During  possible  fishable  day3  last 
week,  codling  were  quite  en  evidence,  though 
sea  anglers  have  mostly  deserted  the  pier.  On 
Wednesday,  Jan.  27,  your  hon.  correspondent 
took  one  of  Clb. ;  on  the  28th,  two,  weighing  91b.  ; 
on  the  29th,  three,  weighing  1  lib.  ;  on  the  30th, 
fishing  impossible  ;  on  Feb.  1,  two,  of  8|lb.  and  51b. 
respectively;  on  Feb.  2,  fishing  out  of  the  question. 
To-day  (Wednesday,  Feb.  3),  south-west  and  south- 
east gale  raging — no  fishing.  Flatfish  are  scarce 
both  from  pier  and  boats,  and  few  codling  are  taken 
by  long  lines  or  draw  nets.  Better  sport  bsing  had 
by  rod  and  line  from  pier. — L.  B.  Wkightson 
(B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Societv. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£4  Is.  6d.  from  the  Jubilee  A.S.  and  7s.  3d.  from 
the  South  London.  I  would  remind  our  friends  at 
Islington  that  the  Colebrook  A.S.  (Gerrard  Arms) 
are  giving  a  smoking  concert  on  our  behalf  on 
Feb.  10.  ■  The  excellent  talent  they  usually  provide 
deserves  a  full  room.  Details  of  the  competition 
on  the  Lea  to  be  held  in  March  will  be  announced 
shortly,  Messrs.  Wade  and  Woodruff  having  kindly 
undertaken  to  organise  same. — W.  H.  Babbeb,  9, 
Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  on 
Monday  last,  being  attended  by  a  large  number  of 
delegates  from  the  most  important  societies.  Mr. 
C.  A.  Medcalf  (president)  occupied  the  chair.  Several 
important  letters  were  submitted  concerning  fisheries, 
railway  questions,  etc.  The  provisional  enrolments 
of  the  Golden  Tench  and  Golden  Carp  Angling 
Societies  were  confirmed.  T.A.P.S.  and  visiting 
officers'  reports  were  given,  which  included  a  pros- 

?ectlve  visit  to  the  Cosy  Angling  Society  on  Feb.  22. 
he  final  arrangements  were  reported  in  con- 
nection with  the  Central  Annual  Competition  at 
Windsor  on  Feb.  14,  nearly  fifty  prizes  already 
promised  ;  the  stamping  of  tickets  and  weighing  of 
fish  will  take  place  at  the  George  Inn,  Hope-street, 
Eton.  Membeis  are  urged  to  attend  if  possible  ;  in 
any  case  they  should  support  the  restocking  fund 
by  purchasing  a  ticket.  It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished 
that  many  anglers  would  emulate  the  splendid 
example  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
who,  on  a  previous  occasion,  sold  and  re-sold  a 
ticket  until  it  realised  upwards  of  £2  for  the  fund. 
I'jvery  society  has  been  furnished  with  a  supply  of 
tickets  ;  more  can  be  obtained  by  forwarding  a  post- 
card to  the  Secretary,  G,  I'riter-road,  London,  S.E. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs  presided  at  the  meeting  at  Broad- 
street  llestaurant  on  Tuesday  last,  when,  doubtless 
through  recent  }>ad  weather,  but  few  members 
madH  reports  of  fishing,  fewer  still  being  the  fish 
taken.  However,  Mr.  Cox,  at  Wargrave,  landed  a 
decent  chub,  Mr.  Gilbert,  on  the  Colne,  not  being 
quite  so  successful.  It  was  announced  by  Mr.  Snare, 
on  behalf  of  the  committee,  that  the  society  had 
made  arrangements  to  take  a  very  fine  stretch  of 
water  within  a  short  distance  of  London.  This 
statement  gave  great  satisfaction  to  members, 
especially  as  the  water  in  question  is  of  good 
reputation  and  stocked  with  altnost  all  the  usual 
anglf  r's  fishes,  including  trout.  A  new  member  was 
Vjalloted  for  and  duly  elected,  three  nominations 


being  also  made  for  ballot  on  the  16th  inst.  Owing 
to  the  probability  of  a  continuance  of  unfavourable 
weather,  the  chub,  dace,  and  roach  competition, 
originally  fixed  for  Feb.  9,  was  deferred  to  Tuesday, 
Feb.  23,  when  three  of  the  society's  smaller  medals 
will  be  offered  for  competition,  severally,  for  the  best 
three  chub,  best  three  dace,  and  best  three  roacli, 
usual  C.L.P.S.  conditions,  bat  no  competitor  to 
take  more  than  one  medal.  Mr.  Higgs  also  offers  a 
prize  upon  this  occasion  for  largest  roach,  fish 
taken  bsing  also  eligible  for  Mr.  Hayne's  medal  for 
dace,  Mr.  Gilb art's  medal  for  roa?h,  and  generally 
for  the  society's  large  medal  for  specimen  fish.  The 
usual  C.L.P.S.  toast  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  concluded  the  proceedings. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  W.  Marshall  presided  over  the  committee, 
and  Mr.  H.  M.  Baker  over  the  general  meeting,  on 
Feb.  2,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  routine 
business  was  disposed  of.  Two  gentlemen  were 
elected  and  two  proposed  for  membership.  Several 
members  visited  Kelvedon  last  week-end,  but  found 
the  river  again  in  full  flood,  tha  worst  of  the  season, 
and  their  fishing  was  almost  out  of  the  question, 
except  in  the  quieter  portions  of  the  river.  A 
few  good  roach  were  taken,  Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond 
having  a  very  fair  bag  under  the  circumstances. 
The  week  previous  Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  had  a  fine  catch 
of  capital  roach,  over  211b.,  all  up  to  the  Gresham 
standard.  Mr.  F.  J.  Gray  has  had  121b.  of  good 
roach  from  Broxbourne,  and  Mr.  Symonds  two  nice 
jack.  A  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to 
Messrs.  Emery  and  F.  A.  Gray  for  the  successful 
way  they  organised  and  carried  through  the 
Gresham  concert  of  Tuesday  last.  The  usual  toasts 
and  thanks  brought  the  proceedings  to  a  close. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society.  . 

There  was  an  excellent  and  appreciative  company 
at  Monday's  meeting,  when  Mr.  Derwent  Wood  was 
"billed"  to  give  a  demonstration  in  casting  fish. 
The  new  president  of  the  society,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown, 
took  the  chair,  and  the  demonstrator  at  once  set  to 
woik  upon  a  roach  caught  in  the  Uxbridgo  water 
by  the  hon.  sec.  Mr.  E.  K.  Foreman  and  Mr. 
Frank  Ward  had  tried  hard  to  get  a  small  jack  for 
Mr.  Derwent  Wood  to  experiment  upon,  but  though 
they  landed  sixteen  fish  from  private  water  and 
exhibited  three  at  the  masting,  weighing  bstween 
201b.  and  301b.  in  all,  they  could  not  secure  one 
small  enough  for  the  purpose.  Great  interest 
was  evinced  in  Mr.  Derwent  Wood's  exhi- 
bition. He  showed  in  full  view  of  the  audience 
the  steps  necoisary  to  cast  a  fish  from 
beginning  to  end.  The  roach  was  first  set 
out  on  a  board  and  covered  with  plaster  coloured 
slightly  with  yellow  ochre,  of  advantage  later  on 
when  removing  the  plaster  after  the  ceist  had  been 
made.  The  yellow  mixture  was  then  smothered 
with  wliite  plaster,  the  whole  mass,  when  dry,  being 
turned  on  its  back,  and  the  roach  extracted  from  its 
bed.  The  cavity  was  filled  with  whita  plaster  to 
make  the  cast  proper,  and  an  impression  of  the  fish 
was  ultimately  shown,  to  the  dehght  of  the  members 
present.  Mr.  Derwent  Wood  explained  the  various 
phases  of  the  work  whilst  in  operation  in  a  chatty 
manner,  and  in  such  a  clear  way  that  one  could 
thoroughly  understand  the  why  and  the  wherefore  of 
each  step  taken  towards  the  end  in  view.  So  easy  did 
the  lecturer  make  it  appear  to  take  casts,  that 
many  members,  the  chairman  included,  fully  made 
up  their  minds  to  spend  their  leisure  hours  in 
endeavouring  to  get  casts  of  anything  unusual 
secured  in  the  way  of  fish,  so  charmed  were  they 
with  the  entertainment  provided.  It  is  needless  to 
add  that  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr. 
Derwent  Wood  for  the  instructive  and  interesting 
demonstration  he  had  given  with  so  much  lucidity. 
A  similar  compliment  to  the  chairman  closed  the 
meeting. — Hon.  Sec. 


pFovineial  flfigliog  flotes 

must  arrive  hy  first  post  on  Thursday  morning: 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  another  consignment  of  bad  weather. 
We  had  two  nice  days  on  Jan.  28  and  29,  since 
then  there  has  been  considerable  quantities  of 
rain,  sleet,  and  fog,  which  lias  made  matters  dull 
and  dreary  in  the  extreme.  This  has  done  much  to 
prevent  our  local  anglers  from  turning  out  ;  in  fact, 
angling  has  been  at  a  standstill.  All  our  Midland 
rivers  and  their  tributaries  are  out  of  order,  and 
sport  has  been  at  a  discovint.  The  pools  and  canals 
are  in  decent  order,  but  they  have  not  been  fished 
to  any  extent.  Mr.  J.  Bromley,  of  the  Mason's 
Arms  Inn,  Wilmcote,  sends  to  inform  me  that  the 
canal  at  the  place  mentioned  is  better  stocked  with 


fish  than  it  has  been  for  years.  It  is  near  upon 
seven  years  since  the  water  was  interfered  with  by 
the  canal  authorities.  It  contains  good  roach, 
perch  and  bream;  some  of  tha  latter  fish  over  31b. 
have  been  recently  taken  near  to  the  Lime  Wharf ; 
roach  and  perch  over  lib.  each  have  also  been 
taken  this  year.  This  canal  has  been  very 
weedy,  but  it  is  partly  clear  of  them  now,  and 
with  open  weather  the  water  will  repay  a  visit. 
The  Railway  Tavern  Society  fish  a  bye  contest  in  this 
canal  on  March  13.  The  General  Blucher  Society 
will  also  fish  a  bye  contest  in  a  portion  of  the  same 
canal,  near  to  Lapworth,  on  March  C.  Mr.  J. 
Robinson,  of  the  Travellers  Rest'  Society,  caught  a 
fine  perch  from  the  Aston  Reservoir  on  Wednesday 
(Jan.  27).  It  was  in  grand  condition,  and  weighed 
3Jlb.  The  fish  will  be  set  up,  and  will  be  a  good 
addition  to  the  club's  collection.  The  Avon  Anglers' 
Protection  Society,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  is  miking 
progress :  eight  of  our  clubs  who  have  interests  in 
the  river  have  paid  up  their  subscription,  a  code  of 
rules  has  been  framed,  and  a  standard  size  of  fish 
to  be  retained  has  bean  adopted.  It  has  also  been 
resolved  to  give  rewards  to  persons  bringing  about 
convictions  against  unauthorised  anglers  fishing  ths 
society's  waters,  which  extends  from  Stratford  to 
Bidford. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

On  Monday  (Feb.  1)  quite  a  large  number  of  rods 
were  out  on  the  Witham  and  Forty-foot.  The 
reports  to  hand  show  that  the  conditions  for  trolling 
are  quite  as  good  as  they  were  last  week.  Three 
pike,  weighing  respectively  8lb.,  5jlb.,  and  4lb., 
were  taken  by  one  rod  on  Jan.  30,  and  the  same 
angler  (Mr.  Rowe)  killed  two  on  Feb.  1,  averaging 
4Jlb.  apieoe.  All  these  were  taken  on  the  Forty- 
foot.  Several  anglers  have  been  at  work  on  this 
river  in  the  Swineshead  and  Hubbert's  Bridge 
districts,  and  last  week  fifteen  pike  fell  to  two  rods 
as  the  result  of  a  day  and  a  half's  fishing.  Roach 
are  showing  symptoms  of  hunger,  and  bags  of  81b. 
to  12lb.  have  recently  been  creeled  in  the  Kirkstead, 
Tattershall,  and  Dogdyke  districts. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  rather  favourable  for 
angling  during  the  past  week,  and,  most  of  our 
local  waters  being  in  nice  condition,  caused  quite  a 
number  of  rods  to  be  at  work,  but  results  were 
only  moderate  on  the  whole.  A  few  nice  roach 
have  been  secured  in  the  river  Hull,  between 
Arram  and  Wilfholme,  and  at  Hempho'me  odd 
nice  fish  up  to  lib.  each  have  been  secured,  both 
with  paste  and  worm.  A  little  sport  has  also 
been  met  with  on  the  Driffield  Canal  at  Wansford 
and  Brigham ;  and  near  Fordingham  Beckend  a 
couple  of  nice  pike  were  taken  last  week-end. 
Pike  fishing  is  fairly  good  in  the  top  ponds  of  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal,  and  in  the  Wash  below 
Sodhouse  Lock  a  few  nice  roach  have  been  taken. 
The  Lincolnshire  waters — the  Ludd  and  Ancholme 
— are  in  nice  trim  for  pike  fishing,  and  from  the 
former  pike,  roach,  and  perch  have  furnished 
fair  sport,  and  as  good  a  place  as  any  at  this  time 
of  the  year  is  between  Fulstow  and  Tetney  Lock. 
Tha  Central  Hull  Angling  Association  held  their 
annual  spread  and  prize  presentation  on  Jan.  2.5, 
at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  when  a  most  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Last  Monday  the  members  of  the  Levenshulme 
Angling  Society  had  a  musical  evening,  the  pro- 
gramme being  supplied  by  friends  of  Mr.  T.  Tulley, 
Mr.  R.  Ramsbottom's  genial  manager.  The  items 
were  chiefly  Scotch  —  yes,  good  Scotch,  Special 
Scotch  is  perhaps  the  best  word — eind  closing 
time  came  all  too  soon.  Writing  on  Jan.  3,  a 
correspondent  speaks  of  the  BoUin  as  fining  down 
after  recent  rains,  and  if  the  weather  keep)s  dry 
by  the  end  of  the  week  should  be  in  good  order. 
The  Liverpool  and  District  anglers  are  always  much 
in  evidence  in  winter,  and  some  idea  of  the  consist- 
ency of  their  enthusiasm  may  be  formed  from  the 
list  of  fixtures  arranged,  and  as  consistently  ne- 
gotiated. Bootle,  for  instance,  quietly  announce 
four  outings  for  February,  two  to  the  Dee,  and  two 
to  the  Vymwy.  The  Warrington  anglers  have  been 
favoured  with  a  paper  from  Mr.  F.  G.  Emson,  late 
assistant  secretary,  on  "  Winter  Fishing."  To  say 
that  it  is  well  written,  practical,  and  interesting,  is 
all  that  space  permits,  but  covers  the  whole  ground 
of  comment. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Not  many  "reports  are  to  hand  respecting  salmon 
fishing  by  our  city  rods ;  evidently  they  have  not 
forgotten  early  experiences  last  year,  and  perhaps 
wisely  postponed  their  initial  efforts  to  later  on. 
The  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  opened 
their  waters  for  trout  fishing  on  Feb.  2,  and  calcu- 
lating by  the  death  roll  on  that  day,  the  1000  trout 
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recently  put  in  won't  last  long.  The  fish  appear  to 
have  thriven  j  udging  by  their  condition,  and  the  limit 
of  eight  inches  did  not  interfere  with  the  grand  total. 
The  Craven  A.S.,  Salford,  are  arranging  for  a  lecture 
to  be  given  to  the  members  and  friends  ;  Mr.  G. 
Wilkinson,  the  hon.  sec,  is  sparing  no  trouble  to 
make  the  evening  enjoyable.  The  secretary  of  the 
West  Salford  Anglers'  Association  again  appeals,  to 
the  secretaries  of  federated  clubs  to  send  in  answers 
to  his  circular  questions.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
Board  of  Management  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery 
f-o  add  a  list  of  hon.  members  to  the  same.  The 
secretary  wiU  be  glad'to  have  the  names  of  suitable 
gentlemen  handed  to  him  for  nomination. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

A  tremendous  water  has  been  running  on  the 
Trent  and  its  tributaries  since  Monday,  6is  the  out- 
come of  heavy  rains  on  Jan.  30  and  Jan.  31. 
Angling  pursuits  have  been  out  of  the  question. 
Before  the  change  the'  river  was  fine  enough  for 
pike  fishing,  and  on  Thursday  (Jan.  28)  large 
numbers  of  anglers  were  out.  They  relied  for  the 
most  part  on  the  use  of  the  live  bait.  At  Staythorpe 
Mr.  A.  Boyle  and  Mr.  F.  Gamble  ran  and  landed  four 
very  nice  fish,  best  8Jlb.,  and  the  former  was 
unfortunate  in  losing  one  estimated  at  151b.  He 
had  the  fish  on  the  bank,  but  it  slipped  through  his 
fingers  during  a  brief  tussle  in  the  mud.  A  gaff 
would  have  saved  aU  the  trouble.  At  Weston  pool 
on  Wednesday,  Mr.  E.  Bayley  secured  a  15-pounder ; 
and  eight  choice  specimens  were  got  by  Mr.  J. 
Birkin  and  Mr.  Bacon,  in  Cotton's  Arm  above 
Hoveringham  Ferry.  Specimens  up  to  71b. 
each  were  killed  on  Friday  in  Mr.  J.  Webster's  pond 
at  Wilford.  Roach  before  the  rise  were  biting  fairly 
well  at  the  various  kinds  of  worms,  good  bags  being 
made  at  Sawley,  Trent  Lock,  and  Weston.  On 
Thursday  (Jan.  28)  Mr.  T.  B.  Potter  and  your 
correspondent  had  to  the  "  tail  end"  twenty-two 
roach,  bream  and  chub  from  Averham,  the  bream, 
however,  not  running  large.  As  soon  as  the  river 
fines  down  the  back  waters  ought  to  yield  plenty  of 
pike,  though  it  is  a  pity  to  retain  the  female  fish, 
for  they  are  already  heavy  in  spawn. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Severn  salmon  fishing  opened  this  week,  but  the 
fact  has  little  significance  so  far  a?  Shropshire  and 
Montgomeryshire  anglers  are  concerned,  as  it  is  not 
a  very  frequent  occurrence  for  a  salmon  to  be 
landed  by  rod  and  line,  even  in  the  upper  parts 
of  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy.  Nevertheless,  when 
favourable  conditions  prevail,  one  or  two  fish  may 
perhaps  be  caught  on  spinning  baits  intended  for 
trout,  and  possibly  also  on  the  fly.  Conditions  for 
angling  could  not,  however,  be  worsa  than  at  pre- 
sent, [and  there  appears  no  immediate  prospect  of 
improvement. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Again  our  rivers  are  in  a  muddy,  flooded  state; 
miles  of  land  are  under  water,  and  angling  quite  out 
of  the  question.  It  is  very  disastrous  to  the  salmon 
fishing.  A  great  number  of  fish  have  come  up  the 
river,  and  with  this  water  I  presume  have  headed 
up  the  river.  The  season  commenced  on  Feb.  2, 
and  the  nets  were  out  from  4  a.m.  till  dusk  without 
aking  a  single  fish — disappointing  to  the  fishermen 
and  the  dealers,  who  had  orders  from  London  for 
the  first  day's  catch,  which  they  were  unable  to 
execute.  It  has  rained  continuously  for  the  last 
twenty-four  hours,  and  up  to  midday  to-day 
(Wednesday)  no  salmon  had  been  taken. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  good  number  of  rods  were  at  work  towards  the 
end  of  last  week,  and  fairly  good  records  of  sport 
are  to  hand  from  local  anglers.  Successful  reaching 
took  place  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  Foss, 
near  Mill  Crux.  Mr.  Bean  caught  throD  roach 
weighing  over  a  pound  each,  three  anglers  who 
accompanied  him  doing  moderately.  At  Pock- 
lington  Canal  Mr.  Coop  and  Mr.  Frank  Wasling, 
the  cyclist  e:^pert,  had  a  successful  day  on 
Thursday,  Jan.  28.  The  former  secured  five 
nice  pike,  the  largest  weighing  12:Jlb.,  and  the  latter 
three,  the  biggest  being  5ib.  in  weight.  The  rivers 
were  in  good  condition,  but  this  week  fishing  on  the 
Ouse  has  been  out  of  the  question,  the  water  having 
been  spoilt  by  absorbing  the  mud  from  tho  country 
roads,  washed  away  by  the  rains.  The  Foss  has 
been  tried,  but  local  experience  deterred  Waltonians 
from  going  far  afield. 

NOTES  FROM  TrELAN D. 

Angling  opened  on  many  waters  on  Feb.  1,  but 
the  weather  and  water  conditions  were  unfavourable. 
No  angling  could  be  done  on  WatervilleLakeonthe 
opening  day  as  the  water  was  so  rough  that  fishing 
was  entirely  out  of  the  question.  I  have  not  heard, 
up  to  time  of  writing  ( Tuesday  morning),  of  what 
was  done  on  the  principal  rivers  where  angling 
opened  on  Monday,  Feb.  1,  but  expect  that 
spoit  which  was  not  up  to  anticipation  was 
had  pwing  to  tho  untoward  conditions  prevailing. 


At  the  last  Killamey  Petty  Sessions,  Mr.  Jamos 
Hensey,  local  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  summoned  a 
man  named  Patrick  Brien  for  taking  a  salmon  from 
the  river  Aghunig  on  Doc.  28,  it  being  in  the  close 
season.  The  defendant,  who  did  not  appear,  was 
fined  £5  and  10s.  costs.  The  same  complainant 
charged  a  man  named  Jeremiah  McCarthy  with 
beating  the  water  of  the  river  Aghunig  on  Dec.  28 
at  Coolcuslagh  for  the  purpose  of  driving  fish  to  the 
banks  of  the  said  river  contrary  to  the  bye-law  of 
September,  1895.  Evidence  having  been  given,  tho 
solicitor  for  the  defendant  said  the  Bench  should 
di-miss  the  case.  The  offence  in  the  bye-law  was 
for  beating  the  water  or  throwing  stones  for  the 
purpose  of  driving  the  fish  close  into  the  banks,  and 
it  was  proved  the  defendant  was  driving  them  out 
from  the  banks.  The  case  was  dismissed  on  the 
merits.  At  the  last  Kenmare  Petty  Sessions,  Mr. 
Samuel  Sleator,  Clerk  to  the  Kenmare  Fishery 
Conservators,  summoned  James  Crerain,  jun.,  for 
illegally  fishing  on  the  river  Roughty.  Patrick 
Cremin  was  charged  with  aiding  and  abetting. 
Sergeant  Flaherty  and  Constable  Meekin  having 
given  evidence,  James  Cremin  was  fined  £4,  and  the 
case  against  Patrick  Cremin  was  dismissed. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  enthusiasts  who  looked  forward  to  opening 
the  season  on  the  Woodburn  Dams  last  Monday 
were  sadly  disappointed  as  it  was  ushered  in  by  a 
heavy  frost  followed  by  a  dense  fog.  Towards  the 
middle  of  the  week  the  weather  got  milder,  but  the 
prospects  are  by  no  means  good.  However,  that 
will  not  prevent  a  number  of  rods  turning  out  to-day 
(Saturday)  for  the  first  half-holiday.  The  Bush 
opened  on  Monday  under  unfavourable  circum- 
stances so  far  as  the  weather  was  concerned.  A 
run  of  spring  salmon  occupies  the  stands  between 
"the  Leap",  and  the  season.  Mr.  J.  B.  Gunning- 
Moore,  D.L.,  Loy  House,  Cookstown,  has  taken  the 
salmon  fishing  of  the  present  month.  The  fourth 
annual  meeting  of  the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association 
was  held  in  tho  afternoon  of  Jan.  30  in  Ye  Olde 
Castle,  Belfast,  Mr.  W.  T.  Braithwaite  presiding. 
The  annual  report  was  an  interesting  and  encourag- 
ing one,  and  showed  that  the  association  had 
effected  some  good  in  connection  with  the  poaching 
on  the  Maine  and  the  pollution  of  the  Six-mile. 


THE  RIVER  IDLE  AS  A  TROUT 
STREAM. 

Thiety-five  years  ago  the  River  Idle,  in  North 
Notts,  was  a  very  good  trout  stream,  and  for  some 
miles  below  Retford  its  alternate  shallows  and  pools 
showed  the  enthusiastic  angler  plenty  of  trout  up 
to  21b.  weight.  Of  late  years,  however,  prior  to  1901, 
the  fishing  became  neglected,  and  the  trout  largely 
diminished  owing  to  the  number  of  pike  and  coarse 
fish  in  the  river.  In  1901  the  River  Idle  Fishing 
Club  was  establisbed,  with  the  Duke  of  Portland  as 
president,  and  with  Lieut.-Col.  Denison  and  Major 
J.  F.  Laycock  as  vice-presidents.  The  club  obtained 
long  leases  of  the  river  from  Retford  to  Bawtry,  a 
distance  of  fourteen  miles,  and  energetically  set  to 
work  to  clear  out  the  coarse  fish  and  stock  with 
trout.  Upwards  of  30,000  two-year-old  and  year- 
ling trout  have  been  turned  into  the  upper  portion 
of  the  river  in  addition  to  many  thousand  fry  put 
into  tributary  streams.  The  club  is  restricted  to  fly- 
fishing only,  and  the  limit  of  members  is  thirty. 

The  result  of  the  club  operations  has  more  than 
justified  expectations,  as  members  fishing  last  season 
had  excellent  sport.  The  largest  fish  taken  from  the 
river  so  far  was  a  naturally  bred  one  weighing  GJlb., 
and  was  taken  at  Bollam  Mill,  just  below  Retford. 
The  river  is  very  rich  in  fish  food,  and  the  rate  of 
growth  of  the  trout  rapid.  Notwithstanding  the 
quantity  of  bottom  food,  the  fish,  however,  are  said 
to  rise  freely.  As  illustrating  the  suitability  of  the 
club  water  for  salmonidae  we  may  mention  that 
salmon  are  constantly  taken  by  the  water-bailiff 
during  netting  operations,  and,  of  course,  returned 
to  the  water.  The  largest  taken  so  far  was  about  J 61b. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  chib  held  early  this 
month  it  appeared  there  was  only  one  vacancy  in 
the  membership,  for  which  there  were  four  or  five 
applicants  from  different  parts  of  Notts  and  York- 
shire. The  only  difficulty  the  club  board  of  manage- 
ment has  met  with  is  getting  rid  of  the  pike,  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  learn  that  these  foes  to  trout  have 
now  been  practically  disposed  of  by  the  energetic 
netting  operations  carried  out  by  the  board  ;  during 
the  past  two  years  the  river  has  been  netted  through- 
out with  trammel  and  stop  nets  over  a  dozen  times. 

In  the  establishing  of  this  fly-fishing  club  tho 
brethren  of  tho  angle  who  affect  bottom-fishing  at 
Retford  have  not  suffered,  as  they  have  formed 
themselves  into- a  body  called  the  Retford  Angling 
Association,  and  rent  some  miles  of  the  Chester- 
field Canal  at  Retford,  into  which  the  coarse  fish 
netted  from  the  Idle  from  time  to  time  are  placed, 
and  afford  excellent  sport.— /S/te^eM  Da«7!/ 2'c?efirra/i/i  . 


ESK  (YORKSHIRE)  FISHERY  OISTRICT. 
ALLEGED  DIMINUTION  OF  FISH. 


Additional  interest  was  centred  in  tho  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  tho  Esk 
(Yorkshire)  Fishery  District,  hold  at  Wliitby,  on 
Saturday,  .Tan.  30,  in  consequence  of  a  discussion 
initiated  by  Mr.  Francis  }jiy,  of  Eppcrstone  Manor, 
Nottingham,  and  of  Lealholme,  relative  to  what  lie 
declared  to  be  a  serious  falling  off  in  tho  supply  of 
salmon  in  the  river  Esk,  as  compared  with  former 
years.  Colonel  J.  W.  Richardson,  J.P.,  presided 
over  a  large  attendance.  The  abstract  of  accounts 
for  the  past  year  showed  that  they  commenced 
with  a  credit  balance  of  £280  Vs.  3d.,  and  their 
income  from  salmon  net  licences  amounted  tf)  £115.* 
The  total  of  receipts  and  balance  wa-s  £510  3s.  3d., 
and  the  total  expenditure  wa.s'£227,10s.  3d.  They  had 
now  a  balance  in  hand  amounting  to  £288  1.3s.  lOd. 
The  report  was  unanimously  adopted.  '  Colonel 
J.  W.  Richardson  was  re-elected  chairman,  and  Mr. 
R.  C.  Yeoman  appointed  as  vice-chairman,  whilst 
Mr.  W.  Brown  was  reinstated  as  clerk.  The  clerk 
submitted  his  annual  report  as  to  the  number  of 
dead  fish  taken  by  the  water  bailiffs  during  the 
year,  which  showed  that  eighty-eight  salmon, 
salmon  trout,  and  bull  trout  had  been  taken, 
weighing  7161b.  ;  one  Esh  had  been  probably  killed 
by  an  otter,  six  by  the  mill  wheel  at  Ruswarp. 
Mr.  Francis  Ley  brought  forward  a  question  of  the 
alleged  short  supply  of  salmon  in  the  river,  more 
especially  with  reference  to  the  steps  taken  by  the 
board,  at  his  instance,  during  August  last,  with  a 
view  of  stopping  the  weighting  of  nets  at  sea.  He 
had  forwarded  to  each  member  of  the  board  a 
quantity  of  observations  made  by  his  keepers  and 
others  during  the  late  spawning  season,  with  a  view 
to  showing  that  there  were  not  so  many  fish  in  the 
river  as  there  had  been  in  previous  years.  He 
attributed  the  reduction  almost  entirely  to  the 
system  of  fishing  at  sea,  which  he  stigmatised  as 
illegal,  and  stated  that  it  had  been  stopped  in  other 
fishery  districts  both  north  and  south  of  the  river 
Esk.  The  bailiffs  in  the  employ  of  the  board  were 
called,  and  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  there  were 
as  many  fish  in  the  river  now  as  previously,  the 
head  bailiff  (Mr.  Luke)  speaking  from  an  experience 
of  about  eighteen  years.  Bailiff  Thompson  gave 
evidence  as  to  seeing  quantities  of  fish  on  the 
spawning  beds  between  Glaisdale  and  Lealholme. 
The  chairman  expressed  his  opinion  that  there  was 
no  diminution  of  fish,  but  that  the  floods  during 
the  past  season  had  enabled  the  fish  to  spread  over 
a  considerably  larger  area,  and  he  expressed  the 
entire  confidence  of  the  board  in  its  baihffs,  and 
was  sure  they  could  rely  upon  their  honesty  and 
integrity.  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  late  \-ice-chairman, 
said  that  whilst  unable  to  get  many  fish  in  his  netting 
water,  that  later  in  the  year  there  were  more  fish 
than  usual  spawning  in  his  immediate  neighbour- 
hood. Mr.  Robert  Hay  said  he  fished  the  L'nder- 
park  water  with  very  imsatisfactory  results  com- 
pared with  former  years,  in  fact  there  were  less  fish 
there  in  autunm  than  he  had  ever  seen  before. 
Eventuallv,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  H.  S.  R\Tnan, 
J.P.,  C.C.,"  Messrs.  R.  C.  Yeoman,  R.  Hay,  F".  Ley, 
J.  Robinson,  R.  Linton,  and  the  chairman  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  inspect  and  report  upon 
the  state  of  the  river  and  the  supply  of  fish  occa- 
sionally. 


"Assistance  Gratis."    By  a  Sea  Angler. 

Jack  Yates  was  fishing  on  the  pier 

One  bright  September  day. 
The  gallant  Tompkins  plied  his  rod 

A  dozen  yards  away. 

When  all  at  once. the  welkin  rang. 

As  loud  as  one  could  wish. 
With  varied  cries,  in  varied  tones, 

"Jack  Yates  has  hooked  a  fish  !  " 

Forth  strode  that  burly  butcher  Smyth 

Unto  Jack  Yates's  side, 
Redmora  and  Wil  ia  ns  'fishermen) 

And  half  a  score  beside. 

They  seized  his  rod  with  wild  upro£ir. 
And  pulled  it  here  and  th^re. 

And  some  said  this  and  some  sail  that. 
And  some  could  only  swear. 

Some  told  him  he  must  "play  out  line," 
And  some  said  "haul  in  tisht," 

And  all  the  while  they  surged  around 
Like  soldiers  in  a  fight. 

Jack  Yates  was  sorely  put  to  it. 

To  do  as  he  was  bid. 
And  how  it  happened  no  man  knows. 

But  land  that  fish  he  did. 

— R.  W.  Vernon, 
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"  There  are  as  good  fish  talked  about  in  the  angler^ s 
club  room  as  ever  were  found  in  river — or  sea." 
— Veritas, 


Db.  a.  Litton  Foebes  read  a  most  interesting 
and  instructive  paper  before  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  on  Wed- 
nesday evening.  It  was  entitled  "  Some  Fishing 
Notes  on  North-West  Ireland."  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson 
occupied  the  chair.  The  words  "  see  report  in 
another  column  "  must  now  come  out,  as  it  arrived 
too  late  for  insertion.  However,  it  is  hoped  that 
many  extracts  from  the  doctor's  admirable  paper 
will  appear  in  our  next  issue. 


The  proceedings  of  the  Wye  Fishery  Board, 
reported  in  another  column,  were  full  of  interest, 
and  I  am  glad  to  say  matters  of  importance  were 
dealt  with  by  a  splendid  gathering  of  represen  ativo 
men.  Of  course  there  will  be  some  differences  of 
opinion  on  the  variations  made  in  the  close  season 
for  trout.  A  petition  from  Rhayader  had  more 
influence  than  some  think  it  deserved.  But  the 
decision  arrived  at  was  the  outcoms  of  full  discus- 
sion, and  "whatever  Is  is  right." 


We  all  know  how  to  cast  a  fly — or  think  we  do. 
On  Monday  Mr.  Derwent  Wood  showed  the  member  j 
of  the  Piscatorial  Society  "how  to  cast  a  fish."  It 
was  a  splendid  demonstration  of  technical  skill. 
The  room  should  have  been  crowded.  I  am  glad  I 
was  not  present — for  one  reason,  I  fear  my  pisca- 
torial morals  would  have  been  undermined.  After 
Mr.  Derwent  Wood's  teaching  anyone  can,  with 
plaster  and  paint,  multiply  "  specimens"  ad  lib. 


Mb.  Geo.  Edmonds,  I  congratulate  you !  Your 
21b.  13ioz.  roach,  taken  near  the  Bells  of  Ouzley, 
Walton-on-Thames,  was  weighed  by  me  in  the 
flesh.  Mr.  Cooper  on  Monday  kindly  sent  it  on 
to  the  Editor  in  a  case,  and  without  a  doubt  it  is  the 
most  handsome  roach  I  ever  saw.  My  21b.  8oz. 
roach  looks  quite  a  baby  in  comparison.  A  fine 
fish — splendidly  "  Coopered,"  and  barely  a  month 
in  the  taxidermist's  hands.  Oh,  Mr  Edmonds,  tell 
me  whether  the  Bells  of  Ouzley  will  ring  before 
March  15 ! 


The  Piscatorial  Society  have  some  excellent  pre- 
served waters  on  the  Colne,  Kennet,  and  Lam- 
bourne.  In  the  wine  bar  of  the  society  (a  comer  of 
the  Metropolis  known  to  some)  "Beports  on  the 
Weather  and  Waters  "  wiT  be  posted  every  Friday 
morning.  If  the  weather  is  a  mixture  of  floods  and 
earthquakes,  and  the  waters  have  risen  over  church 
steeples,  there  will  be  no  hurry  to  leave  the  wine 
bar. 


Sport  being  slow,  the  Heme  Bay  Angling  Asso- 
ciation turned  their  thoughts  to  learning  something, 
and  on  Tuesday  night  listened  to  a  most  enjoyable 
lecture  given  at  headquarters  by  Dr.  Patterson, 
who  explained,  in  a  way  that  only  the  doctor  can, 
various  tackle  and  the  method  of  holding  the  rod, 
etc.,  and  many  tried  anglers  owned  that  they  had 
learned  something. 


Sir  Hubert  Parry's  symphonic  ode,  "War  and 
Peace,"  was  again  given  last  week  by  the  Royal 
Choral  Society  at  Albert  Hall.  The  selection  of  this 
grand  ode  for  performance  gave  immerse  satisfac- 
tion. It  is  a  work  of  historical  value,  full  of  such 
dramatic  force  and  emotional  tenderness,  that  the 
vast  audience  was  much  impressed.  In  this  com- 
position Sir  Hubert  Parry  has  reached  a  sublime 
height,  and  has  had,  indeed,  moments  of  the 
loftiest  inspiration. 

***** 

Great,  too,  was  the  delight  at  hearing  Sir 
Frederick  Bridge's  cantata  "  Callirhoe,"  the  music 
of  which  is  so  fresh  and  bright,  so  replete  with  the 
charm  of  "  contrast."  I  am  wandering  into  musical 
criticism,  which  I  did  not  intend,  but  only  to  say 
that  next  to  the  joys  of  fishing  (and  in  some  moods 
to  ba  enjoyed  more  than  fishing)  I  love  to  hear  such 
artistes  as  Miss  Agnes  Nicholls,  Mr.  Ben  Davies, 
Madame  Kirkby  Lunn,  and  Mr.  Andrew  Black  in 
such  music  as  they  sang  last  week.  Verily,  wo  are  a 
musical  nation — the  Royal  Choral  Society,  a 
national  institution,  proves  the  fact. 


"  Papa,"  said  a  lad  the  other  night,  after  atten- 
tively studying  for  some  minutes  an  engraving  of 
a  human  skeleton,  "  how  did  this  man  manage  to 
keep  in  his  dinner  ?  '* 


Mb.  Jack  Wilson,  of  Devon,  sends  the  editor  an 
illustration  of  two  pike  which  had  committed 
suicide.  It  is  very  similar  to  the  picture  given  in 
the  Fishing  Oazefle  some  few  years  since.  This  is 
the  cutting  from  the  Illustrated  London  News  of 
1852: — "Very  many  instances  are  related  of  the 
voracity  of  the  pike,  and  the  group  here  engraved 
adds  a  remarkable  example-  The  two  fish  were 
taken  in  April  last  in  the  'crystal  Colne'  (the  Duke 
of  Nortlmmberhind's  waters),  and  have  been 
excellently  preserved  by  J.  Cooper,  Radnor- 
street,  St.  Luke's.  The  pike,  it  will  be  recollected, 
is  one  of  the  most  voracious  of  fish,  and,  it  is  said, 
will  even  eat  those  of  its  own  species,  of  which 
ferocity  this  may  present  the  first  stage.  It  is  a 
strange  action  of  Pike  v.  Pike.  The  two  fish  were 
swimming  in  the  Colne,  one  with  open  jaws  into 
which  the  other  darted  and  became  transfixed,  and 
'  faucibus'hcesil,'  as  we  here  see  it." 

***** 

So  much  for  the  voracity  of  the  pike.  Yet  "perch 
are  sometimes  imbued  with  voracity.  The  following 
cutting  is  from  the  Birmingham  Gazette,  sent  by  Mr. 
Samuel  Allcock :  "  Mr.  J.  Robinson,  whilst  pike 
fishing  at  Aston  Waterworks  Reservoir  last  week, 
cauglit  a  fine  specimen  parch  on  one  of  Allcock's 
two-inch  patent  collapsible  spoons.  The  angler  was 
spinning  for  pike  at  the  time."  Mr.  Allcock,  with  his 
invariable  love  of  accuracy  and  veracity,  adds  that 
the  perch  weighed  3  J  lb. 


"  He  doth  give  us  bold  advertisement."  I 
th'nk  it  was  Shakespeare  who  made  that  remark. 
Various  newspapers  and  periodicals  in  London  are 
telling  their  readers  where  to  look  for  "hidden 
treasures."  Several  "  persons  "  have  found  to  their 
cost  that  digging  for  treasure  is  infra  dig.  Some 
magistrates  greatly  object  to  the  spoliation  of  our 
highways  and  bvways.  I  hear  trom  Mr.  J.  E. 
Miller  that  the  infection  has  extended  to  Leeds. 
"A  Leeds  treasure  seeker  told  a  policeman  that  he 
was  only  digging  for  worms  !  "  Yes ;  there  are 
anglers — and  others — even  in  Leeds. 


February. 

Grey  Winter's  growing  older  day  by  day. 

His  snarls  wax  feeble,  for  his  strength  is  weak; 
Yet  with  expiring  breath  he  seems  to  say, 

"On  all  my  vengeance  I  will  surely  wreak." 
But  heed  we  not  his  sullen,  dismal  growls. 

King  Sol,  his  master,  warmer  grows  each  hour  ; 
And  tho  he  raves,  and  fumes,  and  frets,  and  howls. 

Far,  far  has  fled  his  former  trenchant  power. 

The  snowdrop  comes  and  braves  his  tyrant  wrath. 
And  in  the  copse  the  daisy,  too,  appears. 

Clearing  the  gloom  from  off  our  dreary  path. 

And  laughing  at  old  Winter's  taunts  and  jeers. 

Sweet  messengers  of  love  'raid  jar  and  strife, 

Cheering  the  heart,  and  brightening  all  our  life. 

— Chas.  F.  Forshaw. 


On  Tuesday  evening  (Feb.  9),  the  North  Brixton 
Gladstone  Club,  held  at  St.  Mark's-road,Kennington, 
wi'l  give  a  grand  concert.  During  the  evening  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade,  Secretary  of  the  Central  Association  of 
London  Angling  Clubs,  will  deliver  a  lecture, 
entitled,  "South-Eastern  Angling  and  Holiday 
Rambles,"  illustrated  by  lantern  views.  A  large 
muster  is  anticipated. 


The  Gresham  Angling  Society  have  issued  tho 
following  programme  for  the  month  of  February  :— 
Saturday,  Feb.  6,  outing  to  Broxbourne ;  'Tues- 
day, Feb.  9,  ordinary  meeting;  Saturday,  Feb.  13, 
pike  outing  to  Kelvedon;  Tuesday,  Feb.  16, 
ordinary  meeting  (paper  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman, 
entitled,  "Fresh  Water  Snails  at  Home  and 
Abroad");  Tuesday,  Feb.  23,  ordinary  meeting 
(discussion,  "  Trout  Streams  :  How  to  Keep  them  in 
good  Fishing  Condition,"  opened  by  Mr.  F.  E. 
Eldred) ;  Saturday,  Feb.  27,  pike  outing  to 
Kelvedon. 


Although  slightly  "fishy,"  Mr.  Geo.  Harris,  you 
should  have  sent  your  query  to — well,  anywhere 
but  the  Fishing  Gazette.  You  ask  :  "  If  sixteen 
people  eat  four  herrings  at  three  for  fourpence, 
what  time  is  it  ?"  If  I  were  engaged  on  the  Stock 
Exchange  in  dealing  with  eighths  or  sixteenths  I 
should  say  it  was  sixteen  to  four.  Please_  don't 
ask  me  any  more. 


Owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  waters,  the 
HoUoway  anglers  were  obliged  to  postpone  their 
monthly  outing.  Mr.  Stone,  however,  recorded 
roach  up  to  lib.  8oz.,  and  Mr.  Radbum,  ditto,  up 
to  lib.  3ioz.  Mr.  Stone's  catch  of  roach  (report  d 
last  week  as  35lb,)  was  increased  by  161b.  14oz,, 
bringing  the  total  for  the  two  days  up  to  511b.  14oz, 


"  Another  injustice" — not  to  Ireland  this  time, 
but  to  the  month  of  February,  "  February  Filldyke" 
— the  old  phrase  has  favoured  the  idea  that  February 
is  a  wet  month  which  fills  all  the  dykes  and  ditches. 
Nothing  of  the  sort.  For  years  past  the  February 
rainfall  marked  at  Greenwjch  has  been  the  lowest; 
of  any  month  in  the  year.  We  have  started  badly, 
but  recent  seasons  don't  count.  February  tradition- 
ally melts  traditional  winter  snows — but  we  don't 
now  have  snow,  winter,  or  melting  sunshine,  only 
American  samples  of  weather  "dumped"  down 
on  us. 

*  *  ♦  ♦        ■  * 

And  they  have  been  wet  samples  lately  !  The 
Sc'illy  Isfes  have  been  knocked  silly  by  a  tidal  wave, 
and  next  season's  daffodils  will  be  all  water-lilies, 
watercress,  and  water-melons.  At  Lewes — where 
there  used  to  be  a  gaol — mullet  were  washed  up  into 
the  streets,  and  at  Windsor  they  have  been  fishing 
from  bedroom  windows.  "February  Filldyke" — 
rather !  All  I  wonder  is  that,  what  with  tidal 
floods  and  rains,  Vesuvius  has  not  been  submerged 
and  the  stokers  in  Hades  drowned. 


It  was  a  day  ere  yet  the  Autumn  closed, 
When  Earth  before  her  Winter's  War  repo.sed  ; 
When  from  the  Garden,  as  we  looked  above, 
No  Cloud  was  seen,  and  nothing  seem'd  to  move  .; 
When  the  wide  River  was  a  silver  Sheet, 
And  upon  Ocean  slept  the  unanchored  fleet  ; 
When  the  wing'd  Insect  settled  in  our  sight,  , 
And  waited  wind  to  recommence  its  flight. 

— Crabbe. 


"  Scribner's  Magazine  "  for '  February  begins 
one  of  those  series  which  from  the  days  of  tha 
Thackeray  Letters  to  the  'Waddington  Letters 
have  been  characteristic  of  this  magazine.  Mrs. 
George  Bancroft's  Letters  from  England  are  a 
worthy  successor  to  these  notable  literary  achieve- 
ments. Mrs,  Bancroft  was  a  brilliant  woman,  born 
in  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  and  all  her  life  asso- 
ciated with  people  of  distinction.  As  a  young  girl 
she  was  a  great  friend  of  Emerson  and  his  wife,  and 
of  many  of  the  Brook  Farm  people.  She  married 
George  Bancroft,  the  historian,  in  1838,  and  when 
he  was  sent  to  England  as  Minister  in  1846  she 
wrote  these  letters,  principally  in  diary  form,  to  her 
children.  The  Bancrofts  knew  all  the  eminent 
people  in  politics,  society,  and  literature.  It  was 
the  age  of  Samuel  Rogers,  Macaulay,  Lord  and 
Lady  Holland,  and  Palmerston.  Robert  Grant's 
serial,  "The  Undercurrent,"  rapidly  reaches  the 
crisis  in  the  life  of  the  heroine.  In  this  instalment 
she  is  deserted  by  her  husband,  and  thrown  upon 
her  own  resources.  Captain  Mahan's  distinguished 
narrative  of  the  War  of  1812  analyses  the  un- 
popularity of  the  War  in  sections  of  the  United 
States,  and  defends  the  American  invasion  of 
Canada  as  a  military  necessity. 


The  "  Anti-Cobset."  ' 

Gentle  ladies,  for  your  comfort'  ! 

How  the  men  by  millions  try — ■ 
Grateful  for  one  word's  approval. 

Or  the  smile  that  lights  the  eye. 
Now  they've  made  the  "Anti-Corset" 

To  rejoica  you  on  your  way, 
And  this  beautiful  environment 

I  am  sure  has  come  to  stay. 
It  goes  round  your  form  so  beauteous, 

Clever,  economic,  c'ean. 
Just  the  thing  for  lady  anglers. 

Nothing  such  was  ever  seen. 
Ask  about  the  "Anti-Corset," 

It  is  kept  in  every  street, 
'Tis  the  line  with  best  of  baiting. 

And  a  "catch"  that  is  a  treat. 


According  to  "the  card,"  Mr.  Walter  Bates 
should  read  a  paper  on  "  Fish  Ova  "  at  next  Wed- 
nesday's meeting  of  the  B.S.A.S.  This  pleasure  is 
postponed,  and  an  old  friend  has  stepped  into  the 
breach.  I  hear  that  that  indefatigable  camera 
worker,  Mr.  Charles  Hussey,  has  produced  another 
now  series  of  lantem-slides,  entitled,  "  Snap-shot 
Memories  of  La  Marguerite,"  illustrated  by 
numerous  hand  camera  pictures  taken  on  the  Con- 
tinent and  elsewhere  when  making  trips  by  the 
celebrated  steamer.  The  series  is  to  ba  shown  for 
the  first  time  in  London  at  next  Wednesday's 
meeting  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  and  will  be  pretty  sure  to 
draw  a  full  house,  and  be  as  successful  as  it  was  at 
Deal.  There  will  be  in  addition  some  photographs 
of  interest  to  sea-anglers,  and  a  few  of  Charles' 
most  successful  portraits,  amongst  which  will  be,  I 
fear,  a  lifelike  representation  of  Dkaonet. 
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iTofes  from  if)e  ilorf^. 

Anglers  are  now  putting  in  an  appearance  on 
what  will  soon  be  the  scene  of  action,  for  on  the 
11th  inst.  every  inch  of  water  will,  in  all  likelihood, 
be  fully  covered. 

Keepers  in  Boss-shire  get  4d.  per  tail  of  every 
squirrel  the\'  kill,  and  last  year  4640  were  killed 
within  the  county  and  paid  for  by  the  Squirrel  Club, 
of  which  Sir  Hector  Munro,  Bart.,  of  Fowlis,  is 
convener. 


Tf  angling  proprietors  would  only  take  a  leaf  out 
of  their  book  and  put  a  premium  on  the  pike  on 
every  salmon  river  where  they  exist,  and  upon  the 
coaltish  at  the  mouths  of  our  rivers,  the  salmon 
supply  would  soon  be  doub'.ed. 

A  good,  citizen  and  a  good  angler  passed  away 
last  week  in  the  person  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Anderson, 
Edinburgh.  He  was  possibly  one  of  the  largest 
lessees  of  salmon  fishings  in  Scotland.  He  was  an 
authority  on  questions  of  fish  hatching  and  fisheries 
generally. 

Some  of  the  plaice  marked  and  liberated  in  the 
Xorth  Sea  are  now  being  got  and  forwarded  for 
identificat  on.  One  landed  by  a  Scarborough  trawler 
last  week  had  travelled  some  136  odd  miles  to  the 
place  where  caught. 

Mr.  John  Lamont,  superintendent  of  H.R.H.  the 
Duche=s  of  Pife's  fisheries  at  Braemar,  writes  me: 
— "Mar  Lodge,  Braemar.  Dear  Sir, — I  have  not 
seen  many  dead  fish  this  season  worth  speaking 
about.  There  are  always  a  good  few  diseased  ones 
about  the  end  of  the  spawning  season  which 
succumb,  but  they  are  decidedly  fewer  than  in 
some  past  years.  I  quite  approve  of  artificial 
hatching  of  salmon  for  the  Dee,  and  am  of  opinion 
that  it  has  done  vast  good  to  the  river,  especially 
as  regards  early  springers  for  the  upper  waters, 
where  the  ova  is  collected."  j 


Mr.  Atkins  has  taken  the  Inchgarth  Dee  water 
from  Mr.  Graham.  It  is  a  good  finnock  reach,  and 
good  for  a  salmon  late  in  the  autumn. 

Special  Scotch. 


A  DINNER  AT  MACEEADY'S. 


"London,  December  19,  1846. 

"My  Dear  Sons  .  .  .  Yesterday  we  dined  at 
Macready's  and  met  quite  a  new,  and  to  us,  a  most 
agreeable  circle.  There  was  Carlyle,  who  talked  all 
dmner-time  in  his  broad  Scotch,  in  the  most 
inimitable  way.  He  is  full  of  wit,  and  happened  to 
get  upon  .James  I.,  upon  which  topic  he  was  superb. 
Then  there  was  Babbage,  the  great  mathematician, 
Fonblanc,  the  editor  of  the  Examiner,  etc.,  etc. 
The  day  before  we  dined  at  Mr.  Frederick  Elliott's 
with  a  small  party  of  eight,  of  which  Lady  Morgan 
was  one,  and  a"so  a  brother  of  Lord  Normanby's, 
whom  I  liked  very  much.  Lady  Morgan,  who  had 
not  hitherto  much  pleased  me,  came  out  in  this 
small  circle  with  all  her  Irish  wit  and  humour,  and 
ga\e  me  quite  new  notions  of  her  talent.  She 
made  me  laugh  till  I  cried.  On  Satiu:day  we  dined 
at  Sir  Roderick  Murchison's,  the  President  of  the 
Gfoljgical  Society,  very  great  in  the  scientific  way. 

"We  have  struck  up  a  great  friendship  with  Miss 
Murray,  the  Queen's  Maid  of  H(  novir,  who  paid  me 
a  visit  of  three  hours  to-day,  in  the  midst  of  which 
came  in  Colonel  Esicourt,  whom  I  was  delighed  to 
see,  as  you  may  suppose.  Miss  Murray  Is  to  me  a 
very  interesting  person,  though  a  great  talker :  a 
convenient  fault  to  a  stranger.  She  is  connected 
with  half  the  noble  families  in  England,  is  the 
grand-daughttrt  of  the  Duchess  of  Athol,  who 
governed  the  Isle  of  Man  as  a  quean,  and  the 
descendant  of  Scott's  Countess  of  Derby.  Though 
sprung  of  such  Tory  blood,  and  a  Maid  of  Honour, 
she  thinks  freely  upon  all  subjects.  Religion, 
politics,  and  person.s,  she  decides  upon  for  horself, 
and  has  as  many  benevolent  schemes  as  old  Madam 
Jackson.  .  .  . 

"  1  returned  the  visit  of  Mr.  and  Mrs."  Leslie,  the 
painter,  this  week,  and  saw  the  picture  he  is  now 
painting  for  the  .Vice-Chancellor.  It  is  a  sketch  of 
children,  a  boy  driving  his  two  little  sisters  as 
horses.  One  of  the  little  girls  is  very  like  Susie — 
hf;r  size,  hair,  and  complexion.  How  I  longed  to 
ho  rich  enough  to  order  a,  copy,  but  his  pictures 
'■ost  a  fortune.  I  paid  also  a  visit  this  week  to  the 
Duchess  of  Jnverness,  whom  I  found  in  the  prettiest 
cosiest  morning  boudoir  looking  on  to  the  gardens 
of  the  Pala'^e.  Jn  short,  I  do,  or  see,  every  hour, 
something  that  if  1  were  a  traveller  only,  1  could 
laake  quite  a  story  of." — From  "Letters  from 
England— 1840-49,"  by  Mr.s.  George  Bancroft, 
in  the  February  Scrihmr' h. 


ANGLING  AT  ROATH  LAKE. 


THE  PROPOSAL  TO  INTRODUCE  COARSE 
FISH. 


A  PROPOSAii  to  put  coarse  fish  in  Roath  Park 
Lake  has  been  eagerly  discussed  by  Cardiff  anglers 
lately.  Recently  it  came  before  the  parks  com- 
mittee, when  a  deputation  from  the  Bute  Angling 
Society  was  introdviced  by  Covmcillor  Mander  to 
support  the  proposal.  Mr.  H.  England,  their 
spokesman,  contended  that  there  was  plenty  of 
feed  for  both  coarse  fish  and  trout  already  in  the 
lake,  and  that  roach,  bream,  tench,  and  rudd  would 
not  kill  the  young  trout.  The  coarse  fish  would 
feed  on  the  bottom  of  the  lake,  and  thus  keep  it 
clear  of  weeds,  and  the  trout,  who  were  now  almost 
too  lazy  to  rise  to  fiy,  wovild  have  to  "  work  for 
their  living  "  (laughter),  and  would  give  the  fly- 
fishers  better  sport.  He  also  urged  that  there  were 
many  more  coarse  fish  anglers  than  trout  fishermen 
in  Cardiff.  He  replied  to  the  chairman  (Alderman 
E.  Beavan)  that  coarse  fish  anglers  did  not  object 
to  being  restricted  to  two  baits  during  the  close 
season  for  trout.  Councillor  Sidney  Robinson 
thought  their  object  was  to  provide  as  much  sport 
as  possible  for  the  public,  and  that  this  was  a  very 
sensible  proposal.  The  question  was  deferred,  so 
that  expert  opinion  whether  the  coarse  fish  suggested 
would  harm  the  trout  might  be  ohta,mQd.—-W estern 
Mail. 


BOOTLE  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

Although  comparatively  young,  the  Bootle 
Angling  Association  is  strong  and  vigorous.  At  the 
annual  meeting  recently  held,  Mr.  W.  P.  Gilmore 
had  a  story  to  tell  of  increasing  enthusiasm,  more 
members  and  extending  influence.  Mr.  T.  Tafner, 
the  secretary,  presented  a  very  satisfactory  balance 
sheet,  which  was  unanimously  adopted.  A  number 
of  prizes  were  awarded,  the  principal  recipients 
being  Messrs.  S.  Walmsley,  F.  Baker,  C.  Waller, 
J.  Barclay,  T.  Pennington,  F.  Bailey,  and  F.  Fisher. 
Mr.  W.  D.  Brabin  was  elected  chairman,  and  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Gilmore 
for  past  services.  Mr.  T.  Pennington  was  elected 
vice-chairman,  Mr.  Crook  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Tafner 
~  was  re-elected  secretary.  Much  sympathy  was  ex- 
pressed with  this  gentleman  over  the  recent  loss  of 
his  wife. 

It  was  stated  in  the  course  of  some  interesting 
speeches  that  the  association  was  giving  considerable 
attention  to  sea-fishing.  The  prize  fund  for  the 
coming  year  made  an  excellent  start  with  nearly  £40. 

The  Antstual  Dinner. 
The  fourth  annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  Masonic 
Hall,  and  the  gathering  was  a  remarkable  succes^. 
Mr.  John  Pennington,  who  so  worthily  plays  the 
part  of  "host"  to  the  association,  made  arrange- 
ments which  met  with  general  approval.  The  hall 
was  decorated  with  fishing  tackle  and  specimens 
lent  by  Messrs.  Grundy,  Waller,  Clark,  and  other 
gentlemen.  Mr.  W.  D.  Brabin  presided  over  a 
large  company,  which  included,  representatives  of 
many  angling  clubs  and  associations.  "  The  Bootle 
Angling  Association"  w,as  eloquently  proposed  by 
Mr.  H.  A.  Bratt,  and  in  his  response,  the  chairman 
gave  a  warm  welcome  to  the  many  Liverpool  anglers 
present.  Mr.  Grundy,  one  of  the'  founders,  said  the 
association  now  had  103  active  members,  liberal, 
sportsmanlike,  who  wovild  make  the  coming  year 
memorable.  Mr.  W.  Jones  warmly  eulogised  "  The 
Chairman,"  who,  in  an  admirable  speech,  gave 
evidence  of  his  great  interest  in  the  club  and 
enthusiasm  for  angling.  Other  toasts  followed.  A 
splendid  programme  of  music  was  performed.  The 
menu,  a  work  of  art,  bore  portraits  of  the  chairman, 
Mr.  Brabin,  the  vice-chairman,  Mr.  Pennington, 
the  hon. treasurer,  Mr.  M.  Crook,  the  hon.  secretary, 
Mr.  T.  Tafner,  and  was  otherwise  prettily  decorated. 


PROVINCIAL  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


WHITE  SWAN  HOTEL,  EDMUND  STREET, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


Extracts  from  the  Report  for  the  year  1903. 

In  submitting  a  report  of  the  work  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the  year  1903,  it  is  pleasing  to  record 
that  the  progress  made,  and  work  done,  far  exceeds 
that  of  any  previous  year,  a^  notwithstanding  the 
difficulty  under  which  the  association  was  placed, 
by  the  secession  of  the  Birmingham  Association  as 
a  body  from  our  ranks,  we  are  at  the  present  time 
stronger,  financially,  than  we  have  ever  been  in  the 
history  of  the  association,  and  the  number  of 
members  on  our  books  is,  even  now,  upwards  of 
6000.  During  the  year  we  have  accepted  seventeen 
new  branches  into  our  ranks. 


A  national  federation  of  anglers'  associations  has 
been  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the 
fishing  rights,  etc.,  of  anglers  generally  ;  your  com- 
mitteej  appointed  a  deputation  to  attend  its  pre- 
liminary meeting.  The  deputation  reported  to  the 
committee  their  approval  of  the  objects  for  which 
the  federation  was  formed,  and  it  has  been  resolved 
that  the  provincial  association  join  the  federation, 
and  Messrs.  R.  Wingfield  (president)  and  H.  W. 
Miller  ^secretary)  were  appointed  to  repre'^ent  the 
provincial  association  at  its  meetings.  The  sub- 
scription fee  to  the  federation  has  been  fixed  at  a 
maximum  of  10s.  per  thousand  members,  so  that 
the  cost  to  our  association  will  be  small,  compared 
with  the  good  that  may  probably  accrue  from 
belonging  to  the  new  amalgamation. 

As  the  proposal  to  let  to  the  Birmingham  Asso- 
ciation the  sole  right  of  fishing  a  portion  of  the 
river  Severn,  between  Stourport  and  Holt  Fleet, 
over  which  the  Severn  Board  had  obtained  the 
fishing  rights,  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  many  branches  attached  to  our 
association,  it  was  strongly  opposed  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  circulars  were  printed  and  forwarded 
to  the  whole  of  the  members  of  the  Severn  Board, 
pointing  out  our  objections  to  the  proposal  and 
reasons  for  objecting.  The  question  is  now  definitely 
settled,  our  objection  having  been  successful. 

We  have  not  yet  succeeded  in  getting  a  second 
representative  on  the  Severn  Board,  but  we  hope  to 
do  so  in  the  near  future. 

The  general  meeting  decided  to  continue  to  rent 
from  the  Shropshire  Union  Railway  and  Canal  Com- 
pany that  portion  of  its  canal  water  between  Elles- 
mere  Port  and  Bettisfield  and  Wardle  Lock  to 
Audlem  (practically  50  miles  of  canal  fishing)  for 
the  sum  oi  £8  8s.  per  annum.  The  primary  reason 
for  this  action  was  to  meet  the  competition  of  rival 
northern  associations,  who  also  rent  this  same  water 
for  the  benefit  of  their  affiliated  societies.  This 
water  is  mainly  fished  by  our  northern  branches, 
and  greatly  patronised  by  our  members  from  the 
Liverpool,  Warrington,  Runcorn,  Widnes,  and  other 
branches,  some  of  which  have  shown  an  enormous 
increase  in  their  strength  this  year,  Warrington 
having  increased  from  600  to  800  members,  while 
Liverpool  societies,  which  last  year  numbered  260 
members,  now  number  332,  and  this  total  will  be 
increased  by  another  150,  or  more,  on  Jan.  1. 

Other  pleasing  increases  in  strength  are  shown 
from  Stafford,  Oxford,  Dudley,  Kidderminster, 
Worcester  and  Runcorn,  and  if  our  numbers  increase 
in  future  at  the  rate  they  have  during  the  past  year, 
we  shall  soon  be  the  strongest  body  of  anglers  in  the 
country,  with  the  exception  of  the  Sheffield  Associa- 
tion,, whose  membership  numbers  16,000. 

Our  financial  position  is  eminently  satisfactory. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Messrs.  R.  Wingfield  and  L. 
Higgs,  for  their  services  at  the  Severn  Board  meet- 
ings, was  then  proposed  and  carried,  and  the 
meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man and  vice-chairman  for  their  services  during  the 
evening.  Harry  W.  Miller,  Sec. 

15,  Aston-lane,  Perry  Barr,  Birmingham. 


WYE  FISHERY  BOARD. 


More  than  usual  interest  attached  to  the  atmual 
meeting  of  the  Wye  Fishery  Board,  which  was  held 
at  Shirehall,  Hereford.  Mr.  Stafford  Howard  had 
important  resolutions  on  the  agenda,  and  it  was 
known  that  Mr.  W.  E.  Archer,  Chief  Inspector  of 
Fisheries  and  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  would  be  present,  so 
there  was  a  large  attendance.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  was 
re-elected  chairman,  and  Captain  Walter  de  Winton, 
of  Massellwch  Castle,  was  re-elected  vice-chairman. 
The  executive  committee  having  been  elected,  an 
important  report  was  presented.  This  stated,  inter 
alia,  that  there  had  been  a  very  fair  run  of  salmon 
during  the  past  season.  This  was  satisfactory,  con- 
sidering how  heavily  the  river  had  been  netted  in 
past  years.  Much  importance  was  attached  to  the 
fact  that  reliable  statistics  could  now  be  obtained. 
The  killing  of  unseasonable  fish  in  some  of  the 
tributaries  was  nothing  short  of  a  scandal.  Stringent 
measures  would  be  taken  in  future.  Attached- to 
the  report  was  an  appendix  giving  the  number  of 
salmon  caught  with  rod  and  fine  as  follows : — • 
1903— Rod  fish.— February,  7  ;  March,  6  ;  April, 
89  ;  May,  114  ;  June,  110  ;  July,  45  ;  August,  85  ; 
September,  336 ;  October,  103  ;  no  date,  90  ; 
total,  958,  weighing  11,1961b.  ;  add  10  per  cent., 
198;  add  10  per  cent.,  11191b.;  total,  1183 
total,  12,3151b.  (5i  tons).  Average  weight,  over 
121b.  ;  largest  fish,  351b. 

Mr.  Stafford  Howard,  pursuant  to  notice,  moved 
"  that  as  the  present  system,  by  which  the  income 
of  Fishery  Boards  i|n  England  and  Wales  depends 
entirely  upon  the  amount  realised  from  licences 
paid  for  nets  and  rods,  has  proved  quit«  inadequate 
for  the  proper  protection  of  the  fisheries,  this  Board 
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is  of  opinion  that  legislation  is  urgently  required  to 
enable  any  Fishery  Board  with  the  consent  and 
subject  to  conditions  formulated  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  to  assess  the  annual 
value  of  all  the  fisheries  in  its  district,  and  to  levy 
a  rate  upon  each  fishery,  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
the  Board  with  a  sufficient  income  for  the  proper 
protection  and  management  of  the  fisheries  in  tlio 
district  under  its  charge."  And,  secondly,  "  that 
it  is  most  desirable  that  legislation  should  be  passed 
enabling  Fishery  Boards,  with  the  consent  of  and 
subject  to  rules  and  conditions  laid  down  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  (1)  to  fix  a 
point  in  every  river  in  their  respective  districts 
above  which  no  netting  shall  be  allowed  to  take 
place,  (2)  to  acquire  compulsorily  if  necessary  all 
rights  of  netting  salmon  above  such  point  when 
fixed,  compensating  the  owners  of  such  fislieries 
either  by  renting  them  or  by  purchasing  thom 
outright." 

These  resolutions  were,  after  full  discussion, 
carried  unanimously. 

At  the  invitation  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  Archer, 
Chief  Inspector  of  Fisheries,  spoke  as  follows:  — 
"  You  will  not  expect  me  to  make  any  remarks  on 
the  resolutions  which  have  just  been  agreed  to. 
My  position  here  to-day  is  to  hear  your  views,  and 
by  personal  attendance  at  yoiu-  meeting  to  come 
into  touch  with  the  feelings  of  your  Board  on  this 
matter,  in  a  way  that  would  not  be  possible  from 
a  bare  perusal  of  any  resolutions  which  might  be 
forwarded  to  London.    I  shall  not  fail  to  report  to 
Lord  Onslow  on  the  matter  when  I  return.  There 
is,  however,  one  matter  to  which  I  should  like  to  be 
allowed  to  allude — namely,  the  need  of  obtaining 
reliable  information  regarding  the  habits  of  salmon, 
which  appears  to  have  been  made  the  subject  of  a 
resolution  at  your  last  meeting.    The  need  of  such 
information,  as  a  basis  for  regulations  for  the 
improvement  and  development  of  the  fisheries,  is,  I 
think,  now  generally  recognised.    I  understand  that 
your  Board  are  making  an  experiment  with  a  view 
of  discovering  to  what  extent  a  discontinuance  of 
netting  is,  or  is  not,  beneficial  to  the  future  interests 
of  the  river  ;   and  to  you,  therefore,  the  need  of 
obtaining  the  information  to  which  I  have  referred 
will  particularly  appeal.    In  a  few  years  you  will 
begin  to  inquire  what  is  the  result  of  the  experiment 
you  are  now  making.    One  of  the  first  difficulties 
with  which  you  will  be  met  in  endeavouring  to 
answer  this  question  is  the  want  of  knowledge  as  to 
the  limits  of  the  area  in  which  to  look  for  results. 
In  a  word,  where  are  the  fish  caught  which  are  bred 
in  this  river  ?    It  is  obvious  that  the  limits  fixed 
by  Statute  as  those  of  the  area  over  which  you. as  a 
Board  of  Conservators  have  jurisdiction  can  have 
no  effect  on  the  natural  habits  of  salmon,  and  that 
it  is  very  desirable,  therefore,  to  ascertain  by  actual 
experiment  what  those  limits  really  are,  that  is  to 
say,  whether,  and  if  so  to  what  extent,  fish  bred  in 
this  river  may  be  caught  in  other  districts.  (Hear, 
hear.)    The  importance  of  marking  salmon  in  con- 
nection with  the  solution  of  this  problem  has  been 
particularly  recommended  by  the  Royal  Commission 
on  Salmon  Fisheries,  and  I  am  glad  to  hear  of  the 
steps  your  Board  have  aheady  taken  in  this  direc- 
tion.   I  may  say  that  the  Board  of  Agricultiu-e  and 
Fisheries  fully  recognise  the  importance  of  sucli 
experiments,  and  that  they  are  fully  in  sympathy 
with  them  ;    and  with  a  view  of  circulating  the 
work  done  on  different  rivers  and  of  preventing- 
confusion  from  the  use  of  similar  marks  on  different 
rivers,  they  have  made  provision  to  supply  labels 
for  marking  salmon  and  to  issue  forms  of  the  par- 
ticulars to  be  furnished  with  regard  to  each  fish 
marked.    There  is  a  number  of  other  points  on 
which  systematic  information  is  required,  but  I 
need  not  take  up  your  time  now  by  referring  to 
them  further  than  to  say  that  I  shall  be  happy  to 
confer  with  the  sub-committee  you  have  appointed 
to  inquire  into  this  matter." 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS; 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 

by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  65 

and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 

16,620.    Fishing.     Patentee:  P.  Tcherkassov,  St. 

Petersburg.  Rods  and  rod  fittings. — 
Relates  to  reel  holders  consisting  of  a 
m«tal  plate  attached  to  the  handle  of  the 
rod.  Two  metal  clips  tlide  on  a  metal 
plate  attached  to  the  rod,  so  that  the 
position  of  the  reel  on  the  reel  holder 
may  bo  varied.  The  edges  of  tlie  plate 
are  turned  up,  and  clips  slide  on  thom, 
being  hmited  in  travel  by  stop  flanges  or 
studs.  The  clips  are  indented  longitudi- 
nally, to  ensure  a  firm  hold  for  reel- 
plate.?  of  different  sizes  and  thickness. 
Tongues  are  stamped  out  of  or  attached 
to  the  plate  to  assist  in  holding  the  ree!- 
plate  in  po^itifin  by  a.  sp:ing  action. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

SPINNING  FLIGHTS— NOVEL  METHOD  OF 
BAITING- 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  do  not  wish  to  enter 
upon  the  vexed  question  as  to  who  was  the  inventor 
of  the  double  and  single  triangle  tackle,  beyond 
saying  that  Messrs.  Fnrlow  havo  tied  the  double 
triangles  for  me  since  1870,  and  I  know  that  the  single 
triangle  was  in  use  on  the  Tweed  long  before  that 
date. 

My  object  in  writing  is  to  describe  my  method  of 
baiting  the  double  triangle  tackle.  I  use  a  small 
steel  crochet  noodle  instead  of  an  ordinary  baiting 
needle.  Insert  tho  needle  into  the  mouth  of  the 
minnow  and  bring  it  out  on  the  back,  half  way 
between  the  dorsal  fin  and  the  tail,  then  hook  on 
the  loop  of  the  flight  and  draw  it  back.  The 
advantage  of  having  the  triangles  on  the  back  of 
the  minnow  instead  of  at  the  vent  is  that  the  back 
is  muclr  tougher  and  tlie  minnow  lasts  twice  as  long 
— its  most  brilliant  spin  is  obtained.  I  have  used  the 
double  triangle  tackle  liaited  in  this  way  for  thirty- 
five  years,  and  have  killed  hundreds  of  salmon  with 
it,  the  proportion  of  kills  to  fish  hooked  being  very 
large  indeed. 

1  like  the  leads  made  small  at  the  head,  so  that 
it  can  be  pushed  right  into  the  throat  of  the  minnow. 
— Yours  truly,  TitOMAS  Taylor. 

Cliipchase  Castle,  Wark-on-Tyne. 

[Mr.  Taylor's  method  of  baiting  is  quite  new  to 
me,  and  it  certainly  sounds  most  practical  and 
simple.  A  regards  the  single  triangle  flight,  in 
face  of  the  evidence  wliich  has  been  published,  1 
feel  qviite  sure  Mr.  Pennell  will  ho  longer  claim  its 
invention  whctlier  for  pike  or  other  fish.  The 
evidence  seen)s  to  mo  to  be  overwhelming.  On 
the  other  hand,  we  have  to  thank  him  for  having 
called   attention   to   its   merits   so  prominently. 


spinning.  I  may  say-  that  I  have  often  seen  'fc 
used  on  the  Tweed  thirty-five  years  since,  when 
tho  water  was  very  low  and  clear.  From  constant 
experience  with  it,  I  should  say  that  it  has  never 
been  brought  before  the  public  because  of  its  poor 
hooking  powers,  which  makes  it  practically  useless. 
Before  the  l)aiting  needle  used  by  the  Tweed  anglers 
is  "  invented,"  it  may  interest  your  readers  to  know 
that  an  ordinary  crochet  needle  was  heated  at  one 
end  and  bent  in  a  loop,  to  which  a  short  string  was 
fixed  and  hung  on  a  coat  button.  To  bait — insert 
the  needle  in  at  the  mouth  of  bait,  run  through  to 
the  vent  and  hook  on  the  loop  of  line.  Keeping 
the  line  taut  with  one  hand,  run  the  bait  down  with 
the  other.  This  is  the  simplest  and  best  baiting 
needle  I  know  of  for  any  kind  of  bait. — Yours  truly. 
The  Club,  Arthur  J.  H.  Wood. 

Scarborough. 

SPINNING  FLIGHTS  AND  LEADS. 

Dear  Sjr, — When  I  wrote  my  former  letter  it  was 
my  fiist  appearance  in  print  on  fishing  subjects, 
and  I  only  intended  to  give  to  others  interested  in 
them  the  result  of  a  long  and  successful  experience 
in  spinning  for  pike,  but  this  correspondence  has 
degeneratsd  into  a  discussion  a-i  to  who  is  entitled 
to  the  distinction  of  having  first  made  improve- 
ments or  alterations  in  methods.  t  have  used  a 
lead — underhanging  or  otherwise — for  many  years, 
differing  from  Mr.  Pennell's,  as  it  is  removable  or 
adjustable,  which  his  does  not  appear  to  be  without 
removing  his  double  swivels.  I  send  you  a  rough 
sketch  of  it  herewith,  the  swivels,  one  double  ani 
one  single,  being  on  the  trace.  Mr.  Pennell,  refer- 
ring to  my  former  letter,  says,  "  Your  editorial  note 
sufficiently  indicates  the  divergence  between  the 
single  triangle  flight  he  refers  to  and  that  advocated 
by  mf — namely,  in  regard  to  the  different  method 
of  baiting  it,"  whereas  my  method  of  baiting 
applied  only  to  the  two  triangle  flight.  Of  course, 
with  only  one  triangle  it  would  be  no  use  baiting 
from  between  tli2  ventral  fins  as  this  could  not  in 


The  underhanging  is  caused  by  bending  the  loops,  which  are  made  of  copper  wire, 
can  be  used  as  a  straight  lead  for  live-baiting  by  having  the  loops  straight. 


It 


although  personally  I  should  prefer  the  two  triangles, 
unless,  if  one  is  used,  it  is  placed  near  end  of  tail 
and  the  spin  got  by  a  bent  bar  in  the  bait. — Ed.] 

THE  SINGLE  TRIANGLE  SPINNING  FLIGHT. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,  —  Mr.  Pennell  now  says 
that  the  single  triangle  shown  in  Pritt's  book  was 
"  obviously  confined  to  ti'out  fishing,  whereas  his 
is  for  pike  fishing."  Mr.  Pennell  knew  this  from 
the  first,  and  in  his  letter-  on  Jan.  16,  written  in 
reply  to  mine  of  Jan.  9,  he  says,  "  Mr.  Naylor 
claims  that  this  tackle  was  used  by  himself  for 
trout  spinning  some  forty  years  ago";  which  is 
quite  true,  and  I  have  given  him  a  published 
illustration  of  it  twenty  years  old.  I  also  said  in 
my  letter  of  Jan.  9  that  "  I  had  used  it  both  in  the 
single  and  two  treble  forms,  and  in  all  sizes  of  hooks, 
varying  these  to  suit  the  fish  to  be  caught  and  the 
size  of  bait  employed.  It  goes  without  saying  that 
it  is  an  equally  good  tackle  for  salmon,  trout,  or 
pike,  or  other  predatory  fish  when  their  capture  is 
to  be  eflected  by  s]:  inning."  What  can  be  plainer  ? 
— Yours  truly,  Wm.  Naylor. 

Keighley.   

SPINNING  FLIGHTS  AND  OTHER  MATTERS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  this  part  of  the  world  (Dee,  Clyde, 
and  Fano)  we  always  use  one  double  hook  for 
spinning"  colliagh  "  or  minnow;  and  this  tackle 
has  been  in  use  here  for  thirty  years,  at  any  rate. 

I  enc'ose  an  eyed  hook  made  about  1888  by 
Messr.s.  Warner,  of  Redditch,  from  my  suggestion. 
This  must  be  something  like  the  [eyed  hook  you 
mention  in  last  week's  (Jan.  30)  Fishing  Gazttte. 

As  to  colour  of  salmon  fresh  from  the  sea,  on 
Oct.  20  last,  a  friend  of  mine  got  a  small  fish,  about 
51b.,  which  was  l.terally  as  "  black  as  a  boot."  1 
remarked  that  it  had  been  up  a  long  time,  but  the 
local  attendant  showed  the  sea  hce  on  it.  Although 
this  was  a  cotk  fish,  it  was  not  red  but  very  black  ! 
— Yours  truly,  Green  Wren. 

[The  hook  "Green  Wren"  sends  is  the  same 
thing.  I  forgot  when  I  wrote  about  it  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  but  could  doubtless  find  it  if  "  Green 
Wien"  wishes  it.  What  a  funny  "fresh  run"  fish 
a  Llack-as-a-boot  one  must  be  ! — Ed.] 


SPINNING  TACKLE  AND  BAITING  NEEDLES. 

Dear  Sik, — I  have  noticed  a'cori'espondence  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  on  the  single  triangle  tor  spinning. 
Mr.    Pennell    says  ha  brought  it  out    for  pike 


any  way  curve  the  bait.  I  tried  ths  single  triangle 
by  baiting  trom  the  vent,  and  even  nearer  the  tail, 
but  founa  that  a  tough  bait  wa.s  difficult  to  curve, 
and  a  Jimp  bait  soon  got  doubled  into  a  heap,  so 
discard!  d  it  in  favour  of  two  triangles,  which  I  feel 
certain  is  the  better  flight,  unless  the  bait  can  be 
curved  by  some  other  means,  or  a  mouth  flange 
added  to  make  it  spin.  'I he  two  triangle  flight  may 
be  as  old  as  the  hills,  but  the  proper  application  of 
it  is  not  old.  It  was  not  used  in  this  d.strict  a  few 
years  ago,  and  now  almost  everjore  uses  it,  and 
the  complicated  flights  (still  advertised)  ate  very 
little  in  evidence. — Yours  truly, 

Thos.  Rendered. 


THE  PERFECT  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  reply  to  your  correspondent 
"  B.  B.,"  Buxton,  re  eyed  and  blind  hooks,  we  wiJi 
to  inform  him  that  we  make  the  Model  Peifect 
hooks  stronger  in  the  wire  if  required.  We  enclose 
a  few  so  made,  and  shall  be  obliged  if  you  wi.l 
kindly  send  them  on  to  him.  These  are  the  size 
now  made.  At  first  we  made  them  finer,  but  have 
since  altered  the  strength  of  the  wire,  and  find  that 
universal  satisfaction  is  now  given.  Will  you  please 
obhge  by  sending  the  enclosed  hooks  to  "B.  B.," 
for  which  we  send  stamped  envelope? — Yours 
tiuly,  S.  Allcock. 

[The  hooks  sent  are  very  niceV  and  will  be  sent  on 
to  our  correspondent. — Ed.] 

CONDOR  FEATHERS. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Referring  to  your  footnote  and 
"Bittern's"  inquiry,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  have 
a  good  stock  of  condor  qiiills,  also  every  foreign 
and  British  feather,  etc.,  requisite  for  salmon  and 
trout  fly  dressing.  See  advertisement.  —  Yours 
truly,  R.  T.  Williams. 


CONDOR  QUILLS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  yoiu-. editorial  note  to  my 
letter  with  reference  to  the  condor  qiiills,  the  reason 
there  are  so  many  on  the  market  at  present  is  owing 
to  their  being  so  fashionable  for  ladies'  hats.  The 
first  I  saw  was  in  my  wife's  hat. 

In  reply  to  "  Bittern's  "  inquiry,  I  bought  all  the 
condor  quills  I  am  likely  to  require  at  the  millinery 
shops  in  Liverpool,  where  they  are  sold  at  Is.  to 
2s.  6d.  each,  and  for  very  fine  specimen  quills  as 
much  as  3s.  6d.  each.  I  would  recommend  "Bittern'' 
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to  get  tlie  lightest  colovired  feathers,  as  tliey  are  the 
hest  for  dyeing.    If  he  cannot  get  the  feathers  lie 
requires  in  Cardiff,  I  will  be  pleased  to  get  them  for 
him'  in  Liverpool. — Yom-s  truly,      W.  H.  Roby. 
Ellerslie,  Huj^on,  near  Liverpool. 


BAITS  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  yom-  correspondent, 
Southport,"  he  will  find  fresh  mackerel  or  pilchard 
good  for  conger  and  codling.  He  can  get  them  sent 
by  post  by  any  fishmonger.  Squid,  of  course,  is 
the  best,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  get,  unless  you  watch 
tor  the  trawlers  coming  in  and  buy  direct.  Limpets 
are  also  good  when  notliing  else  is  to  be  got,  and 
tliey  can  be  picked  almost  anywhere  where  there 
are  rocks.  A  conger  is  a  very  clean  feeder,  and 
tlie  bait  must  be  fresh,  and  the  same  for  cod  ;  but 
the  bass  is  not  so  particvdar — the  more  the  bait 
stinks  the  better  it  will  take  it. — Yours  truly, 
Plvmouth.  William  Hearder. 


BAITS  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  query  by  "  Southport," 
large  mussels  are  good  bait  for  codling  and  the 
smaller  cod,  and  are  best  used  raw  ;  preserved 
mu.ssels  are  sometimes  useful  "where  the  fresh  cannot 
be  obtained. 

Whelks  I  have  not  tried,  ^but  consider  them, 
owing  to  their  great  toughness,  more  suitable  for 
long-line  than  for  rod  or  hand-Une  fishing.  Good 
fLsh-baits  for  cod  and  codling  are  herring,  pilchard, 
and  sprat,  also  mackerel,  all  as  fresh  as  possible  ; 
size  of  hook  and  bait  according  to  fish  expected. 
Soft  crab  is  also  good.  I  should  prefer  herring, 
mackerel,  pilchard,  and  sprat  to  mussel  and  whelk 
for  conger.  Squid  is  often  very  taking,  and  can 
frequently  be  obtained  from  trawlers.  It  should  be 
well  beaten  before  being  put  on  hook,  as  the  conger 
likes  rather  a  soft  bait.  Octopus  also  useful. — 
Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

-■-  Calais. 

STOCKING  THE  LLANELLY  NEW 
RESERVOIR. 

Dear  Sir, — On  Thm-sday,  Jan.  28,  the  Llanelly 
Angling  Association,  which  has  acquired  from  the 
urban  council  the  fishing  of  the  three  town  reser- 
voirs, turned  dowTi  3500  yearling  Loch  Leven  trout 
and  5(50  rainboWjS  in  the  new  reservoir,  a  fine  sheet 
of  water  of  thirty-six  acres. 

The  fLsh,  which  were  supplied  by  the  Exe  Valley 
Fishery,  Tiverton,  travelled  remarkably  well,  thanks 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  courteous  manager  of 
the  fishery,  who  accompanied  them. 

On  turning  down  the  trout  only  six  were  found 
to  be  dead,  four  Loch  Levens  and  two  rainbows. 
The}'  were  about  eight  hours  on  the  rail,  and  it  took 
the  waggons  two  hours  to  get  up  to  the  head  of  the 
reservoir  from  the  station. — Yours  truly, 

E.  Lloyd  Morris. 

^-    UNVULCANISED  RUBBER  WANTED. 

De.vrSir, — Will  you  kindly  inform  me  where  I 
could  obtjin  the  vinvulcanised  rubber  as  used  by 
Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  in  trout  fly  dressing.  Address  of 
firms  in  your  next  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will 
greatly  o'.lige. — Yours  truly,  Gnat. 

[I  asked  Mr.  F.  Malcom,  of  Malcom  &  Co., 
waterproofers,  3,  Gieen-street,  Leicester-square, 
W.C.,  to  kindly  answer  this  query.  He  kindly 
replies  as  follows: — "Sir, — In  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall's 
article,  Jan.  23,  Fishing  Gazette,  he  mentions  having 
drawn  out  the  rubber  (hs  used  for  certain  flies)  from 
brot  webbii  g,  whi -h,  I  believe,  is  vulcaniied  thread, 
a'thoiigh  it  w  quite  possible  some  webbing  may  be 
unvuleani.Hcd.  Would  fin3  sheet  rubber  answer  ? 
This  is  unvulcanised,  is  light  brown  in  colour,  can 
be  had  very  thin,  almost  tran.uparent.  'Gnat' 
should  ap  ly  t  )  Messrs.  Cow  and  Co.,  40,  Cheapside, 
E.C.  I  believe  thay  cm  supply  oithjr  thread  or  fine 
sheet  by  thi  pound." — Ed.] 

"  EYED  HOOKS,  NOT  EYED  FLIES." 

Dear  Sir, — In  my  letter  of  last  week  I  appear  to 
have  iiiaJe  a  mistake  ;  my  order  from  Messrs. 
Hutchinson  should  read  eyed  hooks,  not  eyed  flies. 
The  error  is  an  obvious  one,  yet  I  should  esteem  it 
a  favour  if  you  would  kindly  correct  it. — Yours 
truly,  B.  B. 

Buxton. 

MULTIPLIER   CASTING  REELS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Straw  I  think 
my  previous  letter  stated  that  I  was  obliged  to  turn 
my  hand  to  making  these  ca.sting  reels  myself, 
li<;ing  unable  to  obtain  anything  of  the  kind  by  other 
means.  If  he  thinks  they  would  suit  him,  perhaps 
hfj  had  better  o  >mmunicate  with  me. — Yours  truly, 

90,  Hailsharn-avenue,  J.  C.  Washburn. 

Btreatham  Hill. 


REELS   AND   ROD  RINCiS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your'issue  of  .Ian.  16  reference  is 
made  by  Mr.  GarnettRolt  to  the  "Silox"  reel,  in  wliicii 
he  says  : — "  I  should  inuch  like  a  reel  similar  to  the 
'  Silex,'  but  without  the  spring  brake  made  so  that 
one  could  control  it  like  an  ordinary  Nottingham." 
Mr.  Rolt  will  no  doubt  be  glad  to  hear  tliat  we  will 
be  pleased  to  make  him  a  "  Silex"  withjthe  alteration 
he  desires.  Possibly,  Mr.  Editor,  you  may  remember 
seeing  a  reel  such  as  Mr.  Rolt  describes,  which  we 


Fig.  1.    Sir  Fort  North's  Ring, 

made  for  Mr.  Emery,  and  called  the  "  Emery  "  reel. 
This  style  of  "  Silex"  would  no  doubt  suit  a  few 
anglers,  but  the  great  majority  certainly  prefer  the 
reel  in  its  complete  form  with  adjustable  pressor 
brake  and  auxiliary  check. 

Ee  bridge  rings.— In  the  same  issue  Mr.  Chol- 


FiG.  2.    Hardy's  Patent  Bridge  Ring — 
End  View. 

mondeley  Pennoll,  in  his  letter,  page  .51,  is  good 
enough  to  say  "  the  authorship  of  the  bridge  ring 
is  apparently  attributed  to  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers," 
and  for  his  information  we  give  you  an  extract 
from  an  old  catalogue  which  will  make  this  quite 
clear  : — "  Since  the  introduction  of  the  snake  ring 


l^indings  whore  they  come  into  contact  with  the  line, 
to  begin  the  binding  with  three  or  fo\ir  turns  of  fine 
wire.  At  the  time  wo  spcsak  of,  we  were  eritrust<?d 
with  orders  from  both  these  genthmen  for  rods 
which  were  fitted  as  described,  and  are  perfectly 
satisfactory.  (See  illustration.  Fig.  1.)  This  has 
boon  further  improved  by  an  inner  ring  which,  while 
guarding  the  line  off  the  wrappings,  makes  the 
structure  so  strong  that  it  requires  a  very^scvere 
blow  with  a  hammer  to  a  ter  its  shape.  It  stands  at 
an  angle  of  4.5dog  to  the  line  of  the  rod,  and  thus 
the  friction  on  the  running  line  is  much  reduced, 
wli  lo  the  opening  is  so  clear  that  it  enables^us  to 
reduce  the  size  of  the  rings  very  greatly.  This, 
then,  is  our  new  patent  bridge  ring  (Figs.  1  and  2), 
which,  we  believe,  has  for  at  least  our  time  settled 
thi  vexed  q'lestion  of  ring-s  for  all  kinds  of  rods." 

We  may  add  that  this  ring  is'stannped  out  of  solid 
steel,  hardened  and  tempered,  and  is  much  stronger 
and  far  superior  to  the  host  of  twisted  wire  rings, 
wrongly  called  bridge  rings  by  others. 

This  is  only  another  instance  of  that  peculiar 
form  of  flattery  so  well  known,  a  forcible  illustration 
of  which  is  the  "  Universal "  winch  fittings,  intro- 
duced by  us  in  1883  as  "  Weeger  Universal"  reel 
fittings.  Now  every  tackle  maker  calls  his  reel 
fittings  "Universal"  whether  they  are  so  or  not. — 
Yours  truly.  Hardy  Brothers. 

FISHING  IN  DERBYSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if 
some  of  your  readers  could  supply  any  information 
as  to  where  some  trout  fishing  could  be  got  in 
Derbyshire,  if  possible  near  railway  station,  so  that 
one  could  reach  it  fairly  easily  from  Manchester. 
Is  there  any  at  or  near  Buxton  ?  I  have  had  the 
river  that  runs  through  Miller's  Dale  mentioned  ; 
does  anyone  know  anything  about  it  ?  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation, — Yours  truly,    J.  F.  Cooke. 

[Mr.  Cooke  should  write  to  Mr.  Cooper,  the 
secretary  of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association,  Matlock  Bath.  What  Mr.  Cooper  does 
not  know  about  Derbyshire  fishing  must  be  a  very 
small  quantity. — Ed.] 

SWIVEL  WITH  SPRING  CATCH  OR  HOOK. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  kept  these  swivels  for  the 
last  thirty  years,  and  many  other  sorts  as  well. — 
Yours  truly,  Hearder  &  Son. 

Plymouth. 


Fig.  3.    Hardy's  Patent  Bridge  Ring — Side 

some  years  ago,  it  has  been  an  almost  universal 
favourite  ;  its  only  dements  being  that  it  was  liable 
to  get  damaged,  and  afforded  no  protection  to  the 
bindings  from  the  friction  of  the  line.  It  was  sug- 
gested to  \is  by  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Ford  North  and 
Captain  Dunne  ('  Hi  Regan  ')  that  the  form  could 
be  improved  by  making  the  ring  more  in  the  form 
of  a  bridge,  and  with  the  feet  set  apart  and  not 
opposite  to  one  another  or  in  the  same  line,  thus 
avoiding  the  snake-like  twist ;  and  to  preserve  the 


A  NOTE  FROM  RUSSIA. 
My  dear  Mr.  Marston,— The  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Jan.  16  just  to  hand,  and  its  contents  "  swallowed 
greedily,"  sama  as  usual.  But  tliis  time  the  process 
of  "  deglutition  "  has  been  an  exceptionally  plea- 
surable one,  thanks  to  the  kind  appreciation  of  my 
essay  on  rod  rings  by  such  an  eminent  authority  on 
matters  connected  with  angling  as  Mr.  H.  Chol- 
mondeley-Pennell,  and  the  flattering  words  of  Mr. 
Oliver  Procter  with  reference  to  the  same  essay.  I 
am  not  blas^  enough  not  to  admit  that  I  am  by  no 
maans  indifferent  to  the  opinion  of  such  authorities 
on  matters  piscatorial  ;  therefore,  I  just  sit  up,  pat 
the  back  of  my  head,  and  say, 
"  Good  boy  !  "  Thank  you,  gentle- 
men, for  your  kind  words  and  the 
pleasure  they  have  afforded  me. 

Have  been  very  busy  all  tliis  time 
starting  the  Russian  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation on  its  trial  trip  through  the 
new  year.  We  ha\'e  a  general  meeting 
to-morrow,  Jan.  20,  and  lots  of  im- 
portant matters  to  discuss.  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  bring  out  the  first  issue  of 
the  Messenger  of  the  Russian  Anglers' 
Association  (with  the  editorship  of 
which  I  have  been  entrusted)  some 
time  about  the  end  of  this  month, 
and  shall  send  you  a  copy  of  it  (I  am 
afraid  it  will  have  but  a  poor  chance 
of  being  read  by  you).  You  must 
not  expect  it  to  be  something  "  big  " 
thougli. — Yours  truly, 

Paul  Tcherkassov. 
St.  Petersburg,  Jan.  19,  1904. 

P.S. — Printed   matter  referring  to 
fishing    tackle    (catalogues,  circulars 
regarding  new  articles  and  implements, 
VIEW.  etc.,    etc.)    should    be    addressed  to 

Baron  Paul  Tcherka-ssov,  St.  Peters- 
burg, Glouk'ioozerskaj'a,  0.  Novelties  and  im- 
provements which  may  be  of  interest  to  Russian 
anglers  will  be  noticed  free  of  charge  and  illustrated, 
provided  the  necessary  blocks  to  print  from  be  sent 
to  ma.  Correspondents  are  requested  to  note  that 
undorstamped  letters,  parcels,  etc.,  entail  a  fine 
on  the  addressee,  unless  the  latter  should  refu.se 
to  accept  such  correspondence,  which  would  be 
awkward,  to  say  the  least. 
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BUTTON  FOR  END  OP  REEL-LINES,  ETC. 

Dear  Sib, — I  used  to  liave  much  trouble  from 
my  reel-lines  imwinding  and  getting  tangled  when 
the  reel  was  lying  out  of  use  in  my  basket  or  else- 
where"; but  I  have  lately  done  away  with  this  evil 
by  attaching  small  leather  buttons  to  all  my  reels. 
These  can  be  quickly  and  easily  made  by  cutting 
small  circles  round  the  holes  in  any  old  thick 
leather  strap.  Before  fastening  to  the  reel  the 
\mder  side  of  the  buttons  should  be  cut  away  round 
the  edge  to  admit  of  the  line  being  easily  secured. 
The  enclosed  sketch  will,  I  hope,  make  my  meaning 
clear.  All  that  remains  to  be  done  is  to  screw  the 
button  to  the  front  of  the  reel  with  a  quarter-inch 
round-headed  brass  screw.  This,  of  course,  applies 
to  wooden  reels,  and  personally  I  rarely  use  any- 
thing else.  In  the  case  of  a  metal  reel  I  imagine 
that  Aqua  glue  would  be  strong  enough  to  take  the 
place  of  the  screw,  if  a  larger  circle  of  thin  leather 
were  used  ;  but  I  have  not  tried  this,  so  I  cannot 
say  for  certain. 

My  plan  is  such  a  simple  one  that  I  daresay 
many  other  anglers  have  adopted  it,  but  as  I  have 
often  heard  complaints  of  the  line  unwinding  and 
tangling,  and  as  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  any 
device  to  remedy  the  evil,  let  this  be  my  excuse 
for  writing. 

I  was  very  interested  in  "  Benwyan's  "  suggestion 
of  fine  wire  for  fly  fishing.  I  should  very  much 
like  to  see  the  wire  he  uses  and  to  know  where  it 


may  be  obtained.  It  ought  to  be  just  the  thing 
for  fine  minnow  fishing  for  perch  in  rivers  which 
fire  infested  by  small  pike.  I  have  lost  many  a 
tackle  through  these  pests,  and  have  often  wished 
for  a  fine  wire  tackle  which  would  resist  their 
teeth. — Yours  truly,  Penk. 

["  Penk's  "  button  is  simple  enough,  but  it  would 
not  be  so  easy  to  fasten  it  securely  to  a  metal  or 
ebonite  reel ;  also,  is  there  not  risk  ■  of  the  line 
catching  round  it  in  casting  ?  If  a  loop  is  used  at 
the  end  of  the  reel-line,  it  is  easy  to  slip  an  ordinary 
boot  button  over  it,  and  then  the  end  of  the  line 
cannot  get  under  the  coils  as  it  often  does.  Perhaps 
"  Benwyan"  will  kindly  say  who  supplies  the  fine 
wire  ? — Ed.] 


GOOD  SPORT  WITH  ROACH  IN  YORKSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — Seeing  that  my  name  is  mentioned  by 
one  of  your  readers,  in  a  critique  on  an  extract  from 
the  Leeds  Mercury,  may  I  just  say  a  word  or  two  on 
the  subject  he  moots  ? 

The  angling  editor  of  the  journal,  I  take  it— 
although  I  have  not  discussed  the  matter  with  him 
— did  not  tabulate  the  catch  mentioned  a?  one  of 
record  dimension?,  nor  yet  as  being  of  more  than 
ordinary  merit.  As  such  a  large  number  of  anglers 
had  been  following  the  sport  of  their  choice,  and 
drawn  blanks  on  this  particular  day,  I  suppose  that 
"  Halcyon  "  looked  upon  the  baskets  secured  by 
Mr.  Watson  and  myself  in  the  light  of  oases  in  a 
desert  of  barren  results — hence  their  mention. 

It  might  interest  Mr.  Hemming  to  know  that 
bags  of  twice  or  thrice  the  size  of  those  under 
notice  are  not  phenomenal,  though,  of  course,  not 
so  common  as  some  anglers  would  like. 

In  one  day's  catch,  on  the  Derwent,  not  so  very 
long  ago,  were  included  roach  of  the  following 
weights— lib.  15oz.,  lib.  13oz.,  lib.  IIJoz.,  lib.  9oz., 
and  several  others  over  lib. — the  whole  constituting 
a  bag-  two  or  three  times  heavier  than  the  one  of 
which  your  correspondent  takes  note. — Yours  truly, 

Jan.  26,  1904.  J-  Bazley. 

p.S. — On  Saturday  la,st,  at  Tadcaster,  I  landed  a 
jack  weighing  421b.  with  the  "  long  rod,  running-line, 
and  detachable  reel  "  on  fine  tackle. 

MUST  IT  BE  "  TRUE  TO  NATURE  "  1 
Dear  Sir, — But  it  must  be  true  i'o  nature  "  may 
be  taken  as  the  text  of  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall's  admirable 
letter  on  fly  making  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  23. 
Why  ?  Darwin,  in  his  "  Law  of  Natural  Selection 
and  Survival  of  tlie  Fittest,"  points  out  that  a 
species  is  kept  true  and  up  to  standard  by  the 
destruction,  by  predatory  spfecies,  of  any  of  its 
members  wliich  depart  from  the  typical  type,  so  a 
fly  that  was  showing  a  natural  deformity  would  be 
luoro  likely  to  bo  taken  by  a  fish  than  one  "  true 


to  nature."  Do  we  not  follow  out  this  plan  by 
spinning — that  is,  presenting  to,  say,  a  pike,  a 
minnow  that  has  met  with  an  injury  or  is  in  some 
way  deformed  ?  So  a  pheasant  that  has  been 
wounded  or  a  hare  with  a  broken  leg  is  soon  picked 
up  by  a  fox. 

As  an  amateur  fly-tier  I  have  been  much  interested 
in  your  standard  dressings  ;  hope  you  will  give  us 
plenty  more,  but  comparing  the  different  "  imita- 
tions," they  cannot  all  be  "  true  to  nature,"  but 
with  just  that  difference  that  induces  a  fish  to  take 
them. — Yours  truly,  Alton. 

ROACH  AND  ROACH  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — "  F.  M."  devoutly  ex^claims,  "  Oh  ! 
that  people  would  learn  to  read."  I  re-echo  this 
sentiment  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  for  then 
would  not  he  have  learnt  long  before  I  was  born 
that  "  profoundly  "  does  not  spell  "  proudly  "  ? 

In  your  issue  of  Dec.  12  your  correspondent 
certainly  says  :  "  Wherever  '  J.  H.  R.  B.'  can  get 
his  float,  I  can  get  a  light  leger — that  is  certain, 
and  no  doubt  fish  the  eddy  he  describes.  There 
should  be  no  difficulty  even  with  a  10ft.  6in.  rod 
eight  yards  from  the  side — none  whatever."  Yet 
in  your  issue  of  Jan  1(1  he  denies  having  made  a 
statement  to  the  effect  that  he  could  fish  water 
which  I  averred  could  only  be  searched  with  a 
twenty-footer  and  a  running  line.  "  F.  M."  should 
remember,  too,  that  altiiough  primarily  I  mentioned 
eight  yards  as  a  possible  limit  of  accessibility  for  a 
10ft.  rod,  he  afterwards  extended  it  to  ten  to 
twelve  yards  ! 

I  have  certainly  used  the  terms  "  18ft.  and  20ft." 
when  speaking  of  long  rods,  but  the  principle 
involved  has  been  the  same  in  ev'ery  case — namely, 
that  with  a  long  rod,  running  line,  and  detachable 
reel,  water  becomes  accessible  which  could  not  be 
touched  by  other  methods. 

"  F.  M."  mixes  up  incidents  connected  with  two 
entirely  different  matches  which  took  place  at  two 
entirely  different  places  on  two  entirely  different 
occasions.  He  complains  of  the  advantages  held 
by  the  wielder  of  the  twenty-footer  over  the  other 
competitors,  and  facetiously  suggests  a  handicap. 
Is  not  this  bearing  out  my  argimient  ? 

In  conclusion,  my  suggestion  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  an  interchange  of  visits  was  made  solely 
in  the  interests  of  sport,  a  contention  with  which 
I  feel  sure  any  fair-minded  reader  will  agree. 
Seeing,  too,  that  this  controversy  has  been  carried 
on  between  "  F.  M."  and  myself,  I  certainly  take  it 
as  "  profoundly  presumptive  "  for  him  to  wish  me 
to  throw  out  a  challenge  to  Mr.  Osborne,  with 
whom  I  have  no  difference.  I  might  quite  as 
reasonably  ask  him  to  challenge  Mr.  Pickersgill  or 
Mr.  Greenhill,  both  well-known  anglers  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  Seeing  that  "  F.  M."  shirks  the 
question  of  practical  comparison,  this  will  be  my 
last  word  on  the  subject,  as  I  have  neither  time  nor 
inclination  to  continue  a  discussion  from  which  it 
is  apparently  impossible  for  me  to  learn  anything. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  H.  R.  B. 

[This  correspondence  must  now  close.  The  moral 
of  it  all  is  that,  except  perhaps  in  narrow  streams 
where  you  can  follow  your  fish  and  keep  the  rod 
point  nearly  over  it,  it  must  be  infinitely  better  to 
have  a  reel  and  a  running  line  than  to  have  your 
line  fastened  to  the  end  of  your  rod,  as  in  Walton's 
time,  before  reels  were  much  used  ;  when  he  hooked 
a  big  fish,  he  sometimes  had  to  throw  his  rod  in 
and  let  the  fish  pull  it  about  until  tired  or  the  line 
broke.  Lea  roach  anglers  prefer  to  fish  without  a 
reel.  Very  well,  surely  they  can  please  themselves. 
There  is  no  law  against  it. — Ed.] 

HARDY'S  WIRE  FOR  TRACES  AND  PIKE 
TACKLE. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  pleasure  to-day  to 
send  you  a  pike  hook  on  wire  such  as  I  mentioned 
yesterday.  This  material  I  may  tell  you  is  a  special 
preparation  lately  introduced  by  us,  which  we  are 
largely  using  for  mahseer  traces  and  for  sea-fishing, 
in  the  two  sizes  which  I  enclose.  In  using  this  for 
sea-fishing  it  is,  of  course,  necessary  to  wash  the 
trace  in  fresh  water,  dry  it,  and  then  thoroughly 
rub  with  vaseline  in  order  to  preserve  it.  If  this  is 
done,  we  are  told  by  some  of  our  friends  who  have 
been  using  them  in  the  Mediterranean  that  they  last 
perfectly  well,  even  the  smaller  size. 

To  return  to  the  pike  hook  :  I  have  tried  thread- 
ing both  sprats  and  gudgeon,  and  I  find  that  the 
wire  acts  as  a  perfect  baiting-needle.  You  will 
observe  that  both  tlie  lead  and  the  hook  are  soldered 
on,  there  being  no  bindings.  This,  I  think,  should 
make  a  splendid  pike-tackle,  and  it  has  two  claims 
to  prominence — one  being  that  it  is  very  much 
stronger  and  less  liable  to  be  cut  by  the  teeth  of  the 
pike  than  the  gimp  ;  the  second  is  that  it  entirely 
obviates  the  necessity  of  any  baiting-needle.  If  you 
will  twist  the  little  piece  I  send  you,  you  will  find 


that  it  is  largely  anti-kinking,  and  if  a  kink  does 
form  this  material  does  not  cut  like  single  wire. 

A  few  of  these  tackles  I  am  sending  to  our  London 
house,  so  that  anyone  who  would  like  to  see  them 
may  do  so. — Yours  truly,     John  James  Hardy. 

Jan.  20, 

P.S. — The  price  of  tliis  tackle  I  tliink  would  be 
reasonable  at  6d.  each. 

[The  wire  Mr.  Hardy  sends  is  very  fine  wire,  two 
strands  twisted  together,  and  looks  at  first  sight  like 
stool  gimp.  It  should  answer  admirably  for  pike- 
tackles,  and  if  triangles  are  mounted  on  lengths  to 
.suit  baits  of  different  sizes,  as  it  has  a  loop  at  the 
end  it  can  be  used  as  a  haiting-needle  as  suggested 
by  Mr.  Hardy  and  by  Dr.  Heintz  recently. — Ed.] 

GOOD    SPORT   WITH    MAHSEER  AND 
CARNATIC  CARP. 

Dear  Sir, — We  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  we  have 
just  received  from  one  of  our  customers,  which,  we 
thitrk,  might  interest  some  of  your  readers. — Yours 
truly,  G.  Little  and  Co- 

03,  Haymarket,  London,  S.W. 
Jan.  20,  1904. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  referred  to  : — 

"Dear  Sirs, — I  have  just  returned  from  a 
fishing  excursion,  and  am  sending  you  a  bar  spoon. 
No.  12,  I  bought  from  you  three  years  ago,  with 
which  I  killed  thg  following  mahseer  in  the  Barah 
river  in  this  district :— 101b.,  12ib.,  41b.,  71b.,  111b., 
151b.  Carnatic  carp:  171b.,  31b.,  31b.,  91b.  31b.. 
41b.,  101b.  A  281b.  and  211b.  mahseer  were  also 
killed  during  this  trip,  but  on  other  spoons. 

"I  think  this  is  a  splendid  record,  1081b.,  for 
one  spoon,  and  testifies  to  its  excellent  killing 
powers  and  durability.  I  lost  two  or  three  good 
fish  off  it  owing  to  their  rubbing  out  the  hooks  on 
rocks.  I  am  glad  to  add  that  I  am  very  p'.ea.sed 
with  the  rod  and  other  tackle  supplied  by  you.  It 
has  all  stood  very  well.  Please  send  me  half-a- 
dozen  more  bar  spoons  the  same  size,  but  a  little 
stouter  bars.  "  E.  C.  E.  S. 

"  Hatikuri,  Cachar,  India, 
"  Jan.  2,  1904." 


CARP  FISHING  IN  EAST  PRUSSIA. 

Dear  Mr.  Editor, — The  enclosed  is  a  specimen 
of  the  line  used  for  catching  carp  in  the  river 
Vistula  in  East  Prussia.  No  winch  is  used,  the 
line  being  fixed  to  a  bamboo  about  14ft.  long.  A 
heavy  wooden  float  is  used,  and  the  hook,  which  is 
whipped  to  a  line  as  specimen,  is  as  large  as  a 
whiting  hook.  The  bait  used  is  a  piece  of  half- 
cooked  potato.  This  heavy  tackle  is  almost  indis- 
pensable when  fishing  in  the  Vistula  on  account  of 
the  binks  bsing  Uned  with  timber  rafts  awaitmg 
exportation.  It  is  under  these  rafts  that  most  of 
the  best  fish  are  found.  The  pitch  ohosen  is  very 
often  nothing  more  than  a  space  of  a  couple  of  feet 
in  diametsr,  just  a  hole  in  a  raft.  Of  course  when 
a  large  fish  is  hooked  the  only  thing  to  do  is  to  pull 
him  out  by  main  strength  before  he  can  rush  into 
the  baulto.  Most  of  tha  lakes  near  the  Vistula 
swarm  with  fine  carp,  pike,  and  other  coarse  fish, 
and  I  believe  that  leave  to  fish  them  is  easily 
obtained.  Of  fly  fishing  I  saw  and  heard  mthing, 
though  I  should  think  roach  and  rudd  would  take 
the  fly  well  in  the  sha'lows.  Th3  carp  is  quite  as 
cunning  in  Germany  a;  in  England.  1  have  known 
people  fishing  for  days  in  a  pond  full  of  them  and 
not  taking  one,  but  doubtless  they  could  be  taken 
with  fine  tackle. 

Last  wintsr  I  was  invited  to  attend  a  mjeting  of 
the  Danziger  Angle  Club  as  a  prospsctive  member. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  I  was  an  Englishman  I  was 
most  hospitably  entertained,  and  bafore  the  meeting 
was  over  had  received  several  invitations  and  offers 
from  members  to  take  me  in  hand  and  teach  me 
how  to  catch  and  afterwards  how  to  eat  "Karpfen 
in  Bier."  Some  of  the  members  were'highly  amused 
at  some  fine  roach  tackle  I  had,  and  told  me  it  was 
impossible  to  land  any  fish  with  it.  Unluckily  I 
had  not  the  opportunity  of  showing  them  othsr- 
wi  je,  for  soon  after  I  left  Germany.  However,  I  trust 
soon  to  return  to  the  Vaterland,  and  there  wage  war 
on  the  carp. — Yours  truly,      Wilfrid  Jackson. 

Huntingdon. 

P.S. — It  is  only  lately  that  I  have  begun  to  take 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  which  I  find  most  interesting. 
The  Rsv.  W.  J.  Chapman,  of  Tunbridge  Wells,  who 
is  a  keen  trout  fisherman,  used  to  lend  it  to  me. 

[The  line  Mr.  Jackson  sends  is  very  strong,  and 
appears  to  be  made  of  coarse  twisted  hair.  If  Mr. 
W.  J.  Chapman  is  my  old  friend  who  used  to  be 
at  Highbury,  of  course  he  is  a  keen  and  clever  fly 
fisher,  and  can  make  a  beautiful  rod.  Tight  lines 
to  him. — Ed.] 

I  {Severed  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.] 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES, 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


The  AxNtTAL  Dinner  of  the  British  Sea 

Anglers'  Society. 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  is  to 
preside  at  the  Annual  Dinner  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society,  to  take  place  at  the  Cafe  Monico, 
Regent-street,  on  March  16.  The  Duke  is  a  soldier 
and  sportsman  ;  he  served  with  the  Yeomanry 
Cavalry  in  the  South  African  campaign,  and  has 
shot  and  hunted  and  fished  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  and  is  sure  of  a  hearty  welcome  from  the 
British  Sea  Anglers. 


Good  News  fob  Salmon  and  Trout  Anglers  on 
Loch  Ness. 

Readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  doubtless 
remember  the  capital  article  on  fishing  on  Loch 
Ness  contributed  by  Mr.  PhiUp  Geen  last  year. 
Thanks  in  no  small  measure  to  them,  the  proprietors 
on  Loch  Tay  have  formed  an  association  for  the 
purpase  of  improving  and  regulating  the  fishing  in 
the  loch.  M'jssns.  MacDonald  &  Graham,  solicitors, 
Inverness,  who  send  me  this  information,  add  that 
"  the  association  have  now  acquired  the  angUng 
rights  on  the  whole  of  Loch  Ness,  and  in  future 
fishing  will  only  be  allowed  from  boats  licensed  by 
the  association.  The  association  desires  to  restrict 
the  angUng  to  sport  only,  and  to  stop  all  angling 
for  the  purposes  of  sale.  The  visitors  at  the  various 
hotels  around  the  loch  will  therefore  have  their 
sport  greatly  improved.  A  new  salmon-pass  has 
bsen  coastructed  at  the  falls  on  the  river  Moriston, 
which  will  open  up  over  twenty-five  miles  of  new 
spawning  water,  and  this  of  itself  is  bound  to 
greatly  improve  the  fishing  on  the  loch."- 


Otters  on  the  Lune — A  Grand  Salmon  Spawning 
Season. 

Mr.  Oliver  Proctor,  in  a  letter  to  the  Yorkshire 
Pod,  stands  up  for  the  otter.    He  says  : — 

"  Sir, — In  to-day's  Yorkshire  Post,  at  the  end  of 
a  most  interesting  article  headed  '  The  Salmon 
Spawning  Season  in  the  River  Lune,'  the  writer 
8tatf!3  that  otters  have  become  '  both  numerous 
and  bold,'  and  that  it  is  '  no  good  keeping  them, 
for  they  are  not  hunted.'  May  I  bo  allowed  to  say, 
first  of  all,  that  they  are  hunted,  for  we  pay  a 
certain  sum  each  year  now  to  that  excellent  pack, 
■/  tiid  W(jat  Cumberland  Otter  Hounds,  which  in 


return  gives  us  a  week  in  the  cream  of  the  season, 
when  the  hay  grass  is  cut,  and  excellent  sport 
Secondly,  that  it  is  wrong  to  say,  it  is  no  good 
keeping  them,  for  I  have  fished  all  my  life,  and  the 
last  two  seasons,  with  '  numerous  and  bold  '  otters, 
have  shown  by  the  stock  and  size  of  trout  that  otters 
have  not  played  the  havoc  they  are  accused  of 
The  fishing  has  never  been  better,  certainly  in  the 
last  thirty  years. 

"  Pike  and  trout  do  not  live  in  peace  and  amity, 
but  otters  I  maintain,  by  the  showing  of  the  last 
two  seasons,  help  trout,  in  a  rapidly  flowing  river 
Hke  the  Lune.  On  all  game  estates  a  certain  kind 
and  quantity  of  vermin  is  essential ;  whoever  would 
kill  owls  ?  That  poor  bird  is  an  excellent  trapper, 
and  if  we  really  knew  what  otters  did,  instead  of 
calling  them  '  bold,'  and  comparing  them  to  '  fell 
foxes,'  very  many  thinking  fishermen  would  be 
astonished.  Keen  fisherman  as  I  am,  I  wish  more 
marks  were  to  be  seen  when  trouting  improves,  as 
it  is  doing. — Yours,  etc.,       "  Oliver  Procter, 

"  Brant  Howe, 
Kirkby  Lonsdale,  Feb.  4,"- 

I  certainly  should  be  extremely  sorry  to  hear  of 
the  extermination  of  the  otter,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  have  had  too  much  experience  of  the 
damage  they  can  do  on  a  trout  or  other  stream  to 
wish  for  their  increase.  They  should  be  kept  under 
as  much  as  possible,  short  of  extermination,  and 
that  is  very  difficult  to  effect,  as  they  will  travel 
many  miles  and  cross  hiUs  in  search  of  fish  food. 
I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  Yorkshire  Post's  report 
that  the  salmon  spawning  season  on  the  Lune  has 
been  a  favourable  one.    The  writer  says 

"  On  the  Lune  this  spawning  season,  in  the  Tebay 
district,  from  Gaitgill  to  Low  GiU,  a  distance  of 
about  eight  or  nine  miles,  there  have  been  240 
pairs  of  salmon  on  the  spawning  grounds.  Out  of 
this  number  were  108  pairs  of  grilse,  or  early 
spawning  salmon,  and  ninety-four  pairs  of  large — 
commonly  called  back-end — salmon.  For  about 
two  miles  lower  down,  the  bed  of  the  river  is  rocky, 
with  not  much  gravel,  but  what  there  is  has  been 
turned  over  in  every  available  place.  Then  comes 
the  main  spawning  ground,  a  length  of  about  twenty 
miles.  This  part  of  the  river  is  full  of  typical 
spawning  streams,  with  pools  for  the  fish  to  settle 
back  into  for  rest  or  refuge.  It  is  quite  impossible 
to  attempt  to  estimate  the  quantity  of  salmon  that 
has  been  on  this  stretch.  Some  of  the  redds  have 
been  turned  over  three  or  four  times  by  different 
pairs  of  fish,  while  there  are  instances  of  some  being 
rooted  up  six  times.  Lower  down,  more  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lancaster,  there  are  tons  of  salmon 
spawning  in  Halton  water,  just  below  Halton  Weir, 
and  below  Skerton  Weir  right  down  the  estuary,  on 
every  possible  bit  of  gravel.  It  might  be  explained 
that  some  tides  flow  over  Skerton  Weir  into  Halton 
water,  so  that  nearly  all  the  redds  below  Skerton 
Weir  will  be  covered  every  tide.  Most  of  the  salmon 
spawning  below  these  weirs  are  the  very  late  heavy 
fish,  that,  on  account  of  their  imwieldy  size,  are 
unable  to  negotiate  even  the  fish  passes,  much  less 
the  weirs.  The  Skerton  pass  is  a  good  one,  but 
that  on  Halton  weir  is  almost  worse  than  nothing, 
particularly  for  heavy  fish.  The  pass  on  the  Forge 
Weir,  wliich  is  a  few  hundred  yards  above  Halton 
Weir,  is  the  easiest  and  best  in  all  the  Lune  fishery 
district. 

"  There  must  have  been  tons  upon  tons  of  salmon 
this  season  both  in  the  river  and  all  its  tributaries. 
One  has  to  guard  against  using  superlatives,  but 
the  head  biiliff,  who  has  seen  thirty-five  years' 
service  on  the  banks  of  the  Lune,  says  it  is  thirty 
years  since  there  was  so  many  salmon  on  the 
spawning  beds. 

"  The  trout  spawning  season  has  again  been  all 
that  could  be  desired,  and  the  number  of  trout  has 
been  very  great.  There  is  no  need  to  put  artificially 
hatched  trout  into  the  river,  considering  the  state 
of  the  Luns  and  its  tributaries,  even  if  they  would 
do  any  good.  But  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that 
999  out  of  every  1000  perish,  or  are  devoured 
mostly  by  their  own  species.  The  uselessness  of 
turning  in  salmon  fry  is  slowly  becoming  recog- 
nised, but  that  of  trout  dies  hard.  It  may  and 
does  answer  to  stock  lakes  with  trout,  but  not 
rivers.'' 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
on  the  question  of  stocking,  or  rather  attempting 
to  stock,  rivers  with  young  salmon  ;  and  I  wish  I 
could  quote  any  real  proof  of  its  being  any  use  any- 
where in  any  part  of  the  world.  But  here  is  a 
writer  boldly  affirming  that  stocking  rivers  with 


trout  does  not  answer.  This,  with  all  due  deference, 
is  nonsense ;  merely  to  mention  one  instance,  the 
New  Zealand  rivers  afford  the  finest  trout  fishing 
in  the  world,  probably,  and  they  were  all  stocked 
artificially  from  the  eggs  of  English  trout,  and 
thousands  of  rivers  and  lakes  prove  the  success  of 
trout  culture. 


A  Rod  on  between  Three  and  Four  Miles  of 
the  Test  to  Let. 
Mr.  Archibald  Grove,  of  Whamcliffe,  Chorley- 
wood,  Herts,  tells  me  that  there  is  a  vacancy  for 
one  rod  on  his  capital  water  on  the  Test,  between 
Overton  and  Whitchurch,  a  most  beautiful  part  of 
the  river.  There  are  plenty  of  trout,  and  although 
they  do  not  run  so  large  as  in  the  Lower  Test,  they 
are  lovely  fish,  averaging  probably  about  a  pound. 
Mr.  Dewar  had  some  l|-pounders  towards  the  end 
of  last  season.  Mr.  Grove  tells  me  he  considers 
seven  or  eight  brace  a  fair  basket,  though  he  has 
killed  as  many  as  thirteen  brace  himself,  and  Lord 
Tweedmouth  once  killed  sixteen  brace.  There  are 
two  very  good  sporting  inns,  one  in  Overton,  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  top,  and  one  in  Whitchurch, 
about  a  mile  from  the  lower  end  of  the  water, 
which  includes  both  banks  for  between  three  and 
four  miles.  The  limit  is  only  eight  rods,  and  some 
of  the  holders  fish  very  little,  so  that  although  the 
price  is  £70, 1  should  say  it  is  well  worth  it.  Laver- 
stoke  Park  is  nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  fishing, 
which  is,  most  of  it,  very  pretty  fly  water.j 

Salmon  Problems. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  chairman  of  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board,  makes  some  noteworthy  remarks  in 
his  appendix  to  his  37th  Annual  Report  of  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board.  I  give  extracts  from 
them,  as  the  chairman  of  the  Severn  Board  raises 
some  very  important  points.  He  seems  rather  to 
favour  the  idea  that  salmon  are  not  so  true  to  their 
native  rivers  as  is  generally  supposed,  also  that 
there  was  an  unaccountable  absence  of  grilse  last 
season,  and  that  "  the  Severn  never  was  a  great  grilse 
river.  .  .  .  The  majority  of  the  Severn  salmon  are 
what  are  locally  called  '  gilUngs  '- — that  is,  salmon 
on  their  second  return  from  the  sea,  running  from 
101b.  to  15lb."  But  surely  there  can  be  no  "  gillings  '5 
which  have  not  previously  been  grilse — unless  the 
Severn  salmon  ,in  some  way  or  other,  avoids  the 
grilse  stage  ! 


Extension  of  the  Weekly  Slap  on  the  Tayj 
Salmon  anglers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  an 
arrangement  has  just  been  come  to  between  the 
Earl  of  Mansfield  and  the  Tay  Salmon  Fisheries 
Co.,  Limited,  whereby  all  the  net  fishing  above 
Perth  is  to  stop  every  week  during  the  season  on 
Friday  at  6  p.m.,  thus  extending  the  weekly  slap 
above  the  bridge  at  Perth  to  sixty  hours.  This 
extra  time  of  twenty-four  hours  for  salmon  to  run 
free  of  impediment  from  nets  should  greatly 
benefit  the  angling,  and  the  thanks  of  anglers  and 
the  upper  proprietors  are  due  to  Col.  E.  R.  Sj 
Richardson,  of  Ballathie,  who  has  been  the  prime 
mover  in  the  matter. 


Increase  of  Fish  Destroying  Birds  and  Seals.: 
In  the  Nineteenth  Century  and  After  for  January, 
I  was  able  to  prove,  convincingly  I  think,  that 
seals  are  increasing  in  numbers  and  doing  great 
damage  at  the  mouths  of  many  of  our  salmon  rivers, 
including  the  Tay  and  Tweed  in  Scotland,  and  the 
Moy  in  Ireland,  also  that  the  Wild  Birds  Protection 
Acts  have  led  to  an  enormous  increase  in  many 
of  the  fish  destroying  birds.  I  have  been  amused 
at  the  absurd  attacks  which  the  humanitarian 
papers  have  made  on  me  for  advocating  the  keeping 
down  of  the  numbers  of  birds  which  destroy  young 
salmon  and  other  fish.  They  say  I  want  to  catch 
the  salmon,  so  I  grudge  the  poor  birds  their  meal 
of  fish,  and  they  say  I  am  very  cruel ;  but  it  is 
mpossible  to  argue  with  these  people.  None  are 
so  unfair  and  inhumane  in  deahng  with  their  fellow 
mortals  as  these  "  humanitarians."  I  am  very 
glad  to  see  that  the  Field  supports  my  view  of  the 
necessity  for  modification  of  the  Wild  Birds  Acts, 

The  Field  says  : — "  This  point  was  emphasised 
by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  in  the  effective  indictment 
of  the  enemies  of  fish  which  he  contributed  to  the 
Nineteenth  Century  and  After  last  month.  He 
proved  by  argument  and  evidence  that  one  cannot 
have  one's  cake  and  let  someone  else  eat  it  as  wellj 
Of  late  we  have  found  it  necessary  that  our  cake 
should  increase  in  size,  but  those  that  eat  it  for  ua 
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have  increased  in  numbers,  and  the  matter  has 
become  acute.  The  birds  that  prey  on  fish,  especially 
gulls  and  cormorants,  and  seals  and  porpoises  are 
the  main  devourers  of  the  cake,  and  Mr.  Marston 
gave  in  his  article  a  collection  of  opinions  sent  to 
him  by  experts  as  to  the  amoimt  of  damage  done 
by  these  creatures,  more  particularly  to  the  salmon 
fisheries.  The  unanimity  of  condemnation  was 
striking,  and  everything  points  to  what  Mr.  Marston 
advocated — the  modification  of  the  Wild  Birds 
Protection  Act,  so  far,  at  least,  as  the  really  mis- 
chievous birds  are  concerned.  His  other  suggestion 
— that  war  should  be  waged  on  seals  and  porpoises 
with  gunboats  and  torpedo-boats — seems  rather  an 
extreme  measure,  even  though  it  has  been  adopted 
in  France  and  petitioned  in  Norway.  Doubtless  it 
would,  as  he  said,  afford  good  sport  for  the  crews, 
and  porpoises  and  seals  may  be  regarded  to  some 
extent  as  enemies  of  the  State  ;  but  police  work 
ought  to  be  able  to  cope  with  them  without  a 
formal  declaration  of  war.'' 

Luton  Hoo — Rainbows,  etc.: 

Mr.  David  Pine,  who  is  a  first-rate,  all-round 
angler,  and  knows  Luton  Hoo  well,  is  of  my  opinion 
as  regards  the  policy  of  destroying  the  pike  and 
perch  and  rudd  to  put  in  rainbows.  I  did  not 
know  rainbows  had  been  tried  long  enough  in  Lake 
Vymwy  to  say  if  they  will  do  well  there  or  not. 
I  know  a  lot  of  fine  little  fellows  were  put  in  by 
Miss  Davies  last  year,  as  we  caught  a  few  right  out 
in  the  lake.  I  have  always  argued  that  the  best 
trout  for  our  waters  is  the  Salmo  fario  ;  he  may 
not  eat  so  fast  and  grow  so  fast  and  make  such  a 
show  as  the  rainbow,  but  he  is  by  far  the  most 
satisfactory  in  the  long  run.    Mr.  Pine  says  :  — 

"  Dear  Maeston,— Yesterday  was  a  day  to  start 
the  '  old  fever.'  I  wandered  about  by  the  sad  sea 
waves,  and  when  I  closed  my  eyes  to  my  surround- 
ings, I  could  ahuost  hear  the  splash  of  a  rising  trout, 
and  almost  see  the  Blue  Duns,  with  wings  cocked, 
floating  down  the  glassy  runs  of  the  Darenth.  One 
more  three  weeks,  and  hey !  for  Vymwy.  It 
would  be  fine  if  you  could  run  up  some  time  in 
March  and  join  me  for  a  time.  So  Luton  Hoo  is  to 
be  cleared  and  stocked  with  rainbows.  Well,  I  am 
sorry  ;  it  was  the  fuiest  pike  water  I  ever  saw,  and 
in  old  days  held  some  real  monsters.  They  are 
making  a  big  mistake  in  two  ways.  Li  the  first 
place,  they  will  never  get  the  pike  out — it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible.  I  have  had  a  big  experience  of 
this.  There  was  a  pond  near  here  that  we  emptied, 
mudded,  weeded,  and  let  it  stay  empty  for  over  a 
year.  This  was  twelve  years  ago,  and  now  it  is  as 
full  of  pike  as  ever.  I  didn't  know  how  to  account  for 
it,  but  the  fact  remains.  I  fancy  the  spawn  cannot 
be  eradicated.  The  river  Lea  runs  through  the 
Hoo,  and  however  thoroughly  the  lake  be  cleared, 
some  small  fish  or  some  spawn  will  get  in  again. 
In  the  second  place,  rainbows  are  utterly  useless 
where  there  is  a  stream  running  through  a  lake.  I 
am  certain  in  my  own  mind  these  fish  are  migratory 
(probably  a  variety  of  sea-trout).  They  will  get 
out  of  any  place  but  an  isolated  pond.  Even  then 
my  experience  of  rainbow  trout  is  that  they  do  well 
for  a  few  years,  and  then  tail  off"  rapidly  and  take 
to  doing  badly.  This  seems  to  prove  that  they 
must  go  to  sea  to  thrive  for  any  time.  Look  at 
the  rainbows  that  were  put  into  Lake  Vymwy. 
In  time,  they  even  jumped  over  the  dam,  and  were 
caught  in  the  stream  below. 

"  I  have  done  a  lot  of  stocking,  and  there  is 
nothing  equal  to  the  old-fashioned  fario.  He  will 
grow  big  enough  in  a  lake.  I  tumed  some  into  my 
little  pond  here  five  years  ago,  and  I  can  show  you 
fish  up  to  61b.  If  you  know  the  occupier  of  Luton 
Hoo,  you  might  give  him  a  hint. 

"  I  have  been  waiting  for  clear  water  ever  since 
I  wrote  you.  At  present  the  pike  lake  is  fike 
pea-soup.    Tight  lines. — Yours  truly, 

"  David  H.  Pine,' 5 

The  Dauley  Dale  Club  Water. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  my  reference  to  the  fine 
Btretch  of  the  Derwent  controlled  by  the\Darley 
Dale  Club  has  brought  a  letter  from  Mr.  T.  J.' 
Hodson,  which  is  published  this  week  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Mr.  Hodson  has,  ever  since  I 
first  knew  him,  over  twenty  years  ago,  been  a  keen 
supporter  of  trout  preservation,  and  I  am  sure  that 
it  will  prove  a  good  thing  for  the  Darley  Dale  Club 
if  the  committee  follow  his  advice.  It  is  a  lovely 
stretch  of  water,  and  I  am  sorry  to  hear  it  is  so 
badly  treated,  K.  B.  Mabston, 


A  LITTLE  BEOTHER  TO  THE 
BEAR."  * 


A  YEAR  ago  I  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  a 
little  book  entitled  "  The  School  of  the  Woods," 
and  I  expressed  the  pleasure  it  had  given  me  in  a 
notice  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  in 
February  last  year.  Now  here  comes  another 
book  by  the  same  pleasant  writer.  It  is  a  veritable 
brother  of  the  same  school.  The  author's  obser- 
vations cover  a  period  of  some  thirty  years,  so  he 
tells  us,  from  the  time  when  he  first  began  to 
prowl  about  the  home  woods  with  a  child's 
wonder  and  delight  to  his  last  hard  winter 
trip  into  the  Canadian  wilderness.  All 
the  sketches  and  observations  are  mainly 
from  his  own  notebooks  or  from  bis  own 
memory.  The  more  he  has  investigated 
the  habits  and  manners  and  customs  of 
the  wild  animals  and  birds  of  the  woods 
the  more  intensely  interesting  has  he 
found  them.  Some  individual  animals  and 
birds  of  the  same  species  seem  to  possess 
a  special  and  an  acute  intelligence  that 
lifts  them  enormously  above  the  level  of 
their  fellows — just  I  suppose  as  .there  be 
degrees  of  dulness,  cunning,  and  intelligence 
among  humans — and  of  these  he  gives 
many  amusing  instances ;  it  may  be  said 
that  whilst  making  these  investigations  he 
has  liad  in  mind  these  two  things — the  new 
facts  that  he  has  discovered,  and  the 
interpretation  thereof,  and  he  makes  it 
evident  that  there  is  still  very  much  to  be 
learned  from  them,  and  that  we  are  "not 
quite  through  with  them  when  we  have 
cried  instinct  and  named  their  species, 
nor  altogether  justified  in  killing  them 
industriously  off  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Beneath  their  fur  and  feathers  is  their 
Ufe;  and  a  few  observers  are  learning 
that  their  life  also,  with  its  faint  sugges- 
tion of  our  own  primeval  childhood,  is 
one  of  intense  human  interest.  Some  of 
them  plan  and  calculate,  and  mathematics, 
however  elementary,  is  hardly  a  matter 
of  instinct ;  some  of  them  build  dams 
and  canals ;  some  have  definite  social 
regulations ;  some  rescue  comrades ;  some 
bind  their  own  wounds,  and  even  set  a 
broken  leg,''  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
instances  which  I  will  quote. 

'-'The  Little  Brother  of  the  Bear"— 
Mooweesuk,  as  the  Indians  call  him — is 
the  coon,  and  an  amusing,  greedy, 
Uttle  wretch  be  is.  He  is  a  sleepy-head,  and 
snoozes  all  day.  He  never  comes  out  of  his 
retreat,  mostly  in  a  hollow  tree,  till  dark,  and 
goes  in  again  before  daylight,  so  it  is  not  easy  to 
find  out  where  he  lives.  He  has  a  curious  habit  of 
washing,  or  rather  of  sousing,  everything  he  catches 
in  water.  No  matter  what  he  finds  to  eat — mice, 
chickens,  roots,  grubs,  fruit,  everything,  in  fact, 
but  fish — he  will  take  it  to  water,  if  it  be  anywhere 
near  a  pond  or  brook,  and  souse  it  thoroughly 
before  eating.  Once  our  author  saw  mooweesuk 
sitting  on  a  rock  by  a  trout  brook  diligently  sousing 
something  that  he  had  just  caught.  He  crept  near 
on  all  fours  to  the  edge  of  an  old  bridge,  when  the 
logs  creeked,  and  mooweesuk  looked  up  from  his 
washing.  He  left  his  catch  on  the  instant,  and 
came  up  the  brook,  part  wading,  part  swimming, 
put  his  forepaws  on  the  low  bridge,  poked  his  head 
up  over  the  edge,  and  looked  at  him  steadily.  He 
disappeared  after  a  few  moments,  and  on  turning 
round  there  he  was,  his  paws  up  on  the  other  edge 
of  the  bridge,  looking  back  at  the  queer  man-thing 
that  he  had  never  seen  before.  The  game  that  he 
was  washing  was  a  big  frog.  After  a  few  moments 
he  circled  the  bridge,  grabbed  his  catch,  and  dis- 
appeared into  the  woods.  He  always  comes  in  the 
face  of  danger  or  death  to  the  cry  of  distress  from 
one  of  his  own  kind; 

Once,  near  midnight,  in  the  month  of  November, 
the  dogs  had  treed  a  coon,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  great 
fire  our  author  was  trying  "to  shine  his  eye'-  — 
that  is,  to  locate  his  game  in  the  tree  tops  by  the 
fierce  glow  of  his  eyes  flashing  back  the  fireb'ght. 


plucky 


It  was  seen  at  last,  and  one  of  the  hunters  climbed 
the  tree  and  tried  to  poke  the  coon  from  his  perch 
with  a  stout  pole.  Instead  of  doing  as  was  expected 
of  him,  mooweesuk,  who  is  always  cool  in  the  face 
of  any  danger,  came  swiftly  along  the  limb 
showing  his  teeth,  with  a  snarl  in  bis  nose  that 
was  unmistakable.;  The  hunter  dropped  his  pole, 
pulled  a  revolver  from  his  pocket,  and  shot  the 
coon,  which  in  a  sudden  rage  turned  and  leaped 
for  the  howUng  dogs  forty  feet  below.  In  a  flash 
there  was  a  terrible  fight  on — mooweesuk,  backed 
up  against  a  tree,  began  the  cool,  swift  snaps  and 
blows  that  took  all  the  courage  out  of  half  his 


*  "  A  Little  Brother  to  the  Bear,  and  other 
Animal  Stories."  Hy  William  J.  Long.  Illustrated 
by  Charles  C'opeland.  Ginn  and  Co.,  London  and 
Boston.  Crown  8vo,  pp.  xvi.  and  280,  cloth  extra, 
gilt  top. 


The  y^oung  Coon  joins  in  the  Fight. 

enemies.  Now  a  dog  was  disabled  by  a  single  wolf 
grip  on  his  sensitive  nose,  now  a  favourite  drew 
back  howling,  half  blinded  by  a  lightning  sweep 
across  both  eyes.  But  the  dogs  were  too  many  for 
any  one  fighter  however  brave.  They  leaped  in 
upon  mooweesuk  from  the  sides,  and  two  powerful 
dogs  stretched  him  out;  then,  knowing  that  his  fight 
was  almost  lost,  he  twisted  his  head  and  gave  a 
sudden  fierce  cry — the  help  call — entirely  different 
from  his  screech  and  snarl  of  battle.  Like  a  flash 
another  young  coon  appeared  on  the  scene,  leaping 
from  the  tree  top  and  hurling  himself  into  the  fight, 
clawing  and  snapping  like  a  fury  and  sending  out 
his  battle  yelL  He  threw  himself  upon  the  dog 
that  held  the  first  coon's  neck  and  crushed  a  paw 
with  a  single  grip  of  his  powerful  jaws ;  then  the  ! 
bigger  coon  was  on  his  feet  again  fighting  feebly.-  , 
The  owner  of  the  dogs  started  for  the  fight  swinging 
a  big  club,  then  drew  back  ashamed.  "  Save  him,"- 
was  whispered,  "  the  little  fellow  deserves  his  life.'! 
"  Drag  off  the  dogs  !  "  he  roared.  Every  hunter 
understood.  The  dogs  were  dragged  away  by  tails 
and  legs ;  the  big  coon  lay  down  quietly  to  die,  but 
the  little  fellow  put  his  back  up  against  a  rock  and 
snarled  his  defiance  at  the  whole  howling  mob,  and 
there  he  stayed  till  the  hunter  took  a  pole  and 
drove  him,  still  protesting  savagely,  into  another 
tree  where  the  dogs  could  not  get  at  him. 

The  Woodcock,  or  whitooweek  the  hermit,  as  the 
Indians  call  this  singular  bird — the  strangest  hermit 
in  all  the  woods,  a  bird  of  mystery.  Our  author 
gives  a  very  interesting  account  of  his  habits ;  he 
spends  all  the  sunny  hours  in  the  dark  woods,  and 
only  stirs  abroad  in  the  soft  twiUght.  "  Of  a 
hundred  farmers,'-  says  he,  "on  whose  lands  I  have 
found  whitooweek,  or  the  signs  of  his  recent  feeding, 
scarcely  five  knew  from  observation  that  such  a  bird 
existed,  so  well  does  he  play  the  hermit  under  our 
very  noses."-  More  than  forty  pages  of  good  reading 
are  devoted  to  whitooweek,  and  then  we  come  to^ 
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a  icoodcocTc  genius,  who  doctors  bis  own  broken 
leg.  This  astonishing  surgical  skill  is,  as  our 
author  says,  "  probably  the  discovery  of  one  or 
two  rare  individuals  here  and  there  more  original 
than  their  fellows."  It  may  be,  however,  that  a 
woodcock  must  have  his  leg  broken  before  he  has 
occasion  to  show  the  natural  resources  that  are  in 
him.  One  day,  while  sitting  quietly  by  a  brook,  a 
woodcock  fluttered  out  into  the  open  and  made  his 
way  to  a  spot  on  a  bank  of  light,  sticky  mud  and 
clay.  The  bird  was  acting  strangely  in  broad  day- 
light, and  our  author  could  see  him  plainly;  At 
first  he  took  soft  clay  in  his  bill  from  the  edge  of 
the  water,  and  seemed  to  be  smearing  it  on  one  leg 
near  the  knee.  Then  he  fluttered  away  on  one 
foot  for  a  short  distance,  and  seemed  to  be  pulling 
tiny  roots  and  fibres  of  grass,  which  he  worked 
into  the  clay  that  he  had  already  smeared  on  the 
leg.  Again  he  took  more  clay  and  plastered  it 
over  the  fibres,  putting  on  more  and  more  till  the 
enlargement  could  plainly  be  seen,  thus  working 
away  for  fully  fifteen  minutes.  Then  he  stood 
perfectly  still  for  a  full  hour  under  an  overhanging 
sod,  his  only  motion  being  an  occasional  rubbing 
and  smoothing  of  the  clay  bandage  with  his  bill, 
mitil  it  hardened  enough  to  suit  him,  and  then  he 
disappeared  in  the  thick  woods.  The  woodcock 
had  a  broken  leg,  and  had  deliberately  put  it  into 
a  clay  cast  to  hold  the  broken  bones  in  place 
until  they  should  knit  together  again.  This 
at  all  events  was  our  author's  full  belief,  con- 
firmed by  the  opinion  of  many  gunners  who  had 
frequently  shot  birds  whose  legs  had  at  some  time 
been  broken  and  had  healed  again  perfectly  straight, 
and  he  was  fully  confirmed  a  long  time  afterwards 
as  to  the  truthfulness  of  his  opinion.-  A  friend 
shot  a  woodcock,  which  on  being  brought  in  by  the 
dog  was  foimd  to  have  a  lump  of  hard  clay  on  one 
of  its  legs.  He  chipped  the  clay  off  with  his  pen- 
knife and  found  a  broken  bone,  which  was  then 
almost  healed  and  as  straight  as  ever. 

This,  be  it  remembered,  occurred  in  the  back- 
woods of  Canada.  It  would  be  curious  to  learn  if 
any  sportsmen  or  naturalists  in  our  island  have 
ever  noticed  a  surgical  operation  of  this  kind, 
which  surely  indicates  a  scientific  knowledge 
beyond  the  reach  of  mere  instinct.- 

K'dunk  the  fat  one  is  the  name  of  a  toad  in  the 
Indian  language,  and  this  chapter  about  toads  is 
just  as  amusing  and  attractive  as  any,  but  I  have 
already  been  too  lavish  of  description ;  the  reader 
possessing  the  book  will  want  no  instigation  from 
me  to  read  on.  K'dunk  had  grown  very  fa.t 
through  good  Uving,  and  one  day,  after  a  great 
feast  of  bugs,  he  could  not  get  into  his  hole  ;  the 
troubles  he  bad  to  get  through  after  being  stuck 
fast  in  the  middle  till  his  meal  had  partly  digested 
are  very  amusing.  Let  us  pass  on  to  our  old  friend 
the  Kingfisher. 

The  Kingfisher  s  Kindergarten.— T^oskomtnos,  the 
kiogfisher,      still  burrows  in  the  earth  like  his 


young  ones  in  catching  minnows  is  too  good  and 
quite  too  long  to  quote.  In  the  first  lesson  the 
young  ones — five  of  them — are  seen  sitting  in  a  row 
on  a  branch  overhanging  the  water,  and  the  old 
ones  stuff  them  with  minnows ;  then  the  old  ones, 
by  way  of  going  a  stage  further,  find  a  pool  quite 
shut  off  from  the  main  stream  in  which  they  had 
deposited  a  dozen  minnows  for  the  young  to  practise 
their  skill  upon.  Koskomenos,  on  the  Canadian 
rivers,  is  a  solitary  fellow,  with  few  pleasures  and 
fewer  companions  to  share  them  with  him.-  This  is 
doubtless  the  result  of  his  peculiar  fishing  regula- 
tions, which  give  to  each  kingfisher  a  certain  piece 
of  lake  or  stream  for  his  own.  Only  the  young  of 
the  same  family  go  fishing  together — that  seems  to 
be  the  law  on  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  far  west, 
possibly  the  same  unwritten  law  prevails  amongst 
our  own  kingfishers,  for  certainly  they  are  solitary 
birds  on  our  rivers. 

Pekompf's  Cunning. — This  is  the  story  of  a 
wild  cat's  adventures — but  I  am  not  going  to  tell 
how  it  came  about  that  the  cunning  of  this  par- 
ticular wild  cat  brought  him  to  a  very  ignominious 
end,  for  he  was  "hoist  with  his  own  petard";  he  was 
found  swinging  on  the  top  of  a  tall  tree  in  a  fisher- 
men's net  with  fish  in  it,  which  he  had  stolen.  It 
takes  twenty  pages  of  the  book  to  tell  that  story. 

Animal  Surgery  and  Hunting  Without  a  Gun 
form  two  chapters  that  conclude  a  very  pleasant 
book  which  is  full  of  good  reading.-  It  is  beautifully 
printed,  and  illustrated  in  an  original  and  graphic 
manner.-  It  is  the  kind  of  reading  that  one  does 
not  easily  get  tired  of.- 

The  charm  of  this  "  hunter  without  a  gun "-  is 
that  he  prowls  about  in  the  night-time  in  the  great 
backwoods,  not  to  kill  and  destroy,  but  lovingly  to 
watch  and  find  out  the  secrets  of  the  inner  lives  of 
the  denizens  of  the  forest;  and  he  finishes  his  book 
by  saying  that  "  the  very  best  thing  that  can  be 
said  of  the  'hunter  without  a  gun  -  is  'that  the 
wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  shall  be  glad  for 
him,'  for  something  of  the  gentle  spirit  of  Saint 
Francis  comes  with  him-,  and  when  he  goes  he 
leaves  no  death,  nor  pain,  nor  fear  of  man  behind 
him,'i  The  Amatexjb  Angler.: 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  CANADA.* 


I     WOODCOCK^MENDING  HIS  BEOKEN  Lkg 

reptile  ancestors,"  and  other  birds  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  him,  but  he  cares  little  for  that,  being  a 
clattering,  rattle-headed,  self-satisfied  fellow,  who 
seems  to  do  nothing  aU  day  but  fish  and  eat. 
He  is  plucky  and  pugnacious.  Our  author — who 
seems  always  to  have  an  eye  for  what  is  strange  or 
new  in  the  habits  of  all  wild  creatures — says  that 
one  day  under  his  very  eyes  he  saw  a  kingfisher 
drive  off  a  mink  and  almost  kill  the  savage 
creature,  and  at  page  180  there  is  a  lovely  picture 
of  the  encounter. 
The  story  of  how  the  old  birds  educated  the 


(Continued  from  page  91.) 

Thotjgh  the  normal  condition  of  the  salmon  is  not 
one  of  such  chronic  distrust  as  that  of  the  trout,  yet 
it  will  do  no  harm  to  act  as  though  such  was  the  case, 
and  as  though  the  rule  was  the  exception  and  the 
exception  was  the  rule.  The  best  fish  are  the  most 
wary,  and  he  who  best  disguises  the  connection 
between  his  fly  and  his  leader,  and  who  keeps  him- 
self and  his  rod  most  out  of  sight,  will  be  the  most 
successful. 

After  a  salmon  is  fastened,  though  its  play  is 
horse-play — yes,  wild  horse-play — compared  to  that 
of  a  trout,  the  skilled  trout  fisher- 
man will  feel  no  apprehension  that 
the  struggle  will  eventuate  in  his 
disfavour.  It  is  not  till  taught  by 
the  logic  of  events  that  he  learns 
that  one  is  never  sure  of  a  salmon 
until  it  has  been  knocked  on  the 
head.-  When  a  trout  takes  a  fly  it  is 
usually  in  earnest,  and,  if  the  angler 
is  prompt  to  respond,  a  good  soUd 
hold  for  the  hook  is  generally  secured. 
I,t  seems  to  me  that  this  is  nothing 
nearly  so  hkely  to  be  the  case  in 
salmon  fishing.-  The  hold  of  the 
hook  is  often  by  but  a  mere  shred 
of  skin,  and  he  who  assumes  that 
his  hen  on  each  fish  depends  upon  a 
no  more  secure  tenure  will  find  his 
profit  therein; 

The  same  patient  skill  and  the 
very  same  tactics  that  worry  the 
staunchest  trout  to  exhaustion  will 
conquer  the  largest  salmon.-    More  time  -will  be 
required,  and  more  promptness,  coolness,  and  reso- 
lution, but  the  pi'ocess  is  the  same. 

Two  defences  are  almost  as  common  to  the  salmon 
as  the  fins  on  their  back,  which  trout  employ  but 
sparingly.  They  jump  and  they  "jig"  with  an 
energy  that  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired — except 
that  they  will  stop. 
A  notion  prevails  that  when  a  fish  jumps  from  the 


*  From  "  The  American  Salmon  Fisherman."  By 
Henry  P.  Wells,  , 


water  it  may  fall  on  the  leader  and  part  it  unless  the 
fine  is  slacked — indeed,  some  claim  this  to  be  the 
very  object  of  the  manoeuvre.  I  am  quite  at  a  loss 
to  see  how  this  miracle  is  to  be  performed.  Should 
a  man  rigidly  secure  one  end  of  a  rope  long  enough 
to  reach  the  ground,  and  tie  the  other  round  his 
waist,  and  should  he  then  jump  from  a  window,  by 
what  conceivable  gyration  conducted  in  mid-air  can 
he  part  the  rope  'I  To  break  a  rope,  or  a  leader, 
action  and  reaction — a  pull  and  a  rigid  resistance  to 
pull  against — are  equally  necessary. 

Again,  the  voice  of  authority  is  almost  a  unit  in 
asserting,  if  not  that  the  leap  of  the  salmon  is  an 
effort  to  strike  the  leader  with  its  tail,  at  all  events 
that  if  it  does  succeed  in  so  striking  the  leader,  it 
will  surely  be  broken.  Though  this  is  not  absurd 
upon  its  face  hke  the  other,  still  I  am  by  no  means 
convinced  that  it  is  much  more  hkely  to  happen. 
By  no  prehminary  remarks  does  the  salmon  advise 
the  angler  that  it  is  about  to  spring  into  the  ain 
The  whole  performance  is  begun  and  ended  so 
quickly  that  it  is  difficult  to  say  just  what  does  take 
place.  But  I  have  never  been  able  to  see  a  salmon 
slash  its  tail  about  when  in  the  air  in  a  manner 
which  would  imperil  a  leader  in  the  shghtest  degree; 
The  supreme  effort  is  that  which  impels  it  into  the 
air.  After  that  the  motion  of  its  tail  is  within  very 
narrow  hmits  when  measured  from  side  to  side.- 
Certainly  a  line  more  or  less  submerged  in  water, 
with  a  curve  already  in  it  from  the  motion  of  the 
fish  or  the  current,  and  backed  by  a  flexible  rod, 
can  stand  being  pushed  aside  a  few  inches  without 
any  great  danger  to  its  integrity. 

As  far  as  I  know,  the  authorities  all  advise — nay; 
insist — that  when  a  salmon  jumps  the  tip  of  the  rod 
should  be  lowered,  or  the  leader  will  be  broken; 
That  the  Une  is  thus  slackened  near  the  fish  so  that 
it  must  attack  a  loose  rather  than  a  tight  line  is  the 
theory  as  I  understand  it. 

I  disagree  with  this,  not  only  for  the  reasons 
already  given,  but  for  others  as  well.  Between  the 
angler  and  the  fish  intervenes  the  current,  always 
greedy  for  slack  Une.  The  leap  of  a  salmon  is  begun 
and  ended  in  less  than  two  seconds  by  the  watch; 
Such  slack  as  the  lowering  of  the  rod  may  give  is  at 
once  appropriated  by  the  current,  and  whatever 
share  the  fish  may  gain  must  first  be  won  from  the 
current.  This  takes  time.-  We  do  not  fish  by 
electricity — at  least  not  yet; 

In  short,  unless  the  fish  is  close  at  hand,  I  cannot 
see  how  any  demonstration  that  the  angler  can  make 
by  lowering  the  tip  of  his  rod  after  the  leap  of  the 
salmon  has  begun  can  by  any  possibihty  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  scene  of  action  in  time  to  affect  the 
result  in  the  shghtest  degree. 

The  cardinal  rule  for  playing  fish  of  all  kinds  to  a 
successful  issue  is — keep  a  tight  line  ;  nor  can  I 
regard  the  leap  of  a  salmon  as  justifying  a  departure 
from  this  rule.  For  a  long  time  it  has  been  my 
practice  to  do  absolutely  nothing  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, except  to  look  on  and  admire,  unless 
the  fish  is  very  near — say  twenty  yards  or  less; 
Then  I  sometimes  do  lower  the  rod  a  httle — not 
because  I  fear  the  fish  will  fall  on  the  leader  or  break 
it  -ndth  its  tail,  but  simply  because  it  may  require 
more  fine  to  reach  the  place  where  it  regains  the 
water,  and  as  the  demand  is  sudden  it  may  be  well 
to  aid  the  cUck  a  httle.  In  so  doing  either  I  have 
been  singularly  fortunate,  or  I  am  justly  entitled  to 
claim  that  the  fallacy  of  the  time-honoured  theory 
and  practice  has  been  demonstrated; 

Of  all  the  performances  of  the  salmon  which  the 
angler  must  encounter,  none  demorahses  me  hke 
"  jigging."  I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  so  especially 
dangerous,  but  its  moral  effect  is  immense  all  the 
same.  For  every  other  move  of  the  sabnon  the 
angler  has  an  active  response,  but  against  this 
passive  endurance  is  his  only  resource.  How  it  is 
done  I  have  never  been  able  satisfactorily  to  deter- 
mine, but  it  feels  exactly  as  though  some  one  was 
giving  a  series  of  short  heavy  jerks  to  the  fine  at 
intervals  of  three  or  four  seconds  apart;  This  may 
continue  for  a  minute  or  more  -without  a  break; 
Sometimes  I  have  thought  it  was  caused  by  the  fish 
opening  and  then  closing  its  mouth  vrith  a  sudden 
empha-sis — gasping,  so  to  speak.  Again  I  have 
altiibiited  it  to  its  s\vinging  its  head  fiom  side  to 
side;  It  occurs  not  when  the  fish  is  running,  but 
when  it  sulks — when  it  sticks  to  the  bottom  as 
though  it  was  glued  there,  and  defies  every  effort  of 
the  angler  to  move  it.  Under  these  circumstances 
how  promptly  does  the  first  jig  paralyse  the  angler's 
efforts  !  So  sudden,  so  powerful,  so  unhke  anything 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  procedure  is  it ;  so' well 
calculated  to  break  the  salmon's  neck  and  stave  the 
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angler's  tackle  all  to  pieces  does  it  seem,  that  the 
aggressive  is  at  once  abandoned  for  the  timid  defen- 
sive, and  doubt  and  anxiety  rule  the  hour. 

Again  and  again  has  Uncle  Remus's  story  of  the 
Terrapin  come  into  my  mind  when  so  engaged. 

"  '  What  ails  yer  now.  Brer  Terrapin  ?  '  says  Brer 
Fox,  sezee; 

"  '  Tuck  a  walk  de  udder  day,  en  man  come  along 
an  sot  de  fiel  afire;  Lor,  Brer  Fox,  you  dunner  wat 
trubble  is,'  sez  Brer  Terrapin,  sezee. 

"  '  How  you  git  out  de  fire,  Brer  Terrapin  7  I 
Bez  Brer  Fox,  sezee; 

"  '  Sot  en  tuck  it.  Brer  Fox,'  sez  Brer  Terrapin  ; 
'  sot  en  tuck  it.'."- 

When  a  salmon  jigs,  I  can  recommend  no  other 
or  better  course  than  to  follow  the  example  of 

Brer  Terrapin.'' 

Perhaps  what  remains  to  be  said  may  be  best  pre- 
sented in  narrative  form,  since  a  recapitulation  of 
the  points  already  given  may  be  included,  and  the 
whole  process  of  taking  a  salmon  may  be  described 
as  a  unit.  Though  some  of  the  events  here  com- 
bined really  occurred  on  different  occasions,  still  the 
tale  is  true  to  nature  in  every  particular,  and  no 
pains  shall  be  spared  to  make  it  typical — indeed, 
that  it  might  really  bo  typical  is  the  sole  reason  why 
it  is  not  confined  to  any  one  single  experience  in  its 
entirety; 

With  Tom,  the  presiding  genius,  in  the  stern,  the 
angler  in  the  middle,  and  Peter  in  the  bow,  the 
canoe  is  anchored  at  the  head  of  a  "  salmon  pool." 
The  water  is  from  three  to  six  feet  deep,  clear  as 
crystal,  and  flowing  at  the  rate  of  perhaps  three 
miles  an  hour  over  a  clean  stony  and  gravelly 
bottom.  On  the  right,  as  the  angler  faces  down 
stream,  the  bank  is  perhaps  a  hundred  feet  distant, 
while  on  the  other  side  an  unbroken  expanse  of 
more  or  less  rapid,  and  in  places  deeper,  water 
extends  to  an  island  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant.  A 
heavy  rapid,  with  waves  about  two  feet  high,  ter- 
minates the  pool  below,  while  above  the  water  differs 
but  httle  from  that  of  the  "  pool  "  itself. 

Again  and  again  has  the  canoe  been  dropped 
down  with  the  current  to  afford  the  angler  a  fresh 
field  upon  which  he  may  display  his  fly,  but  without 
result.  At  last,  "  when  he  least  expects  it  most," 
the  water  boils  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  "  Silver 
Doctor,"  his  heart  gives  a  bound,  and  then  seems  to 
stop  its  action,  for  the  fly  is  untouched.  For  a  few 
seconds  he  moves  the  fly  in  the  subsiding  swirl, 
hoping  the  fish  may  turn  and  take  it,  but  hoping  in 
vain.  The  fine  is  then  drawn  through  the  rings — 
not  reeled  in — the  slack  f  alhng  on  the  bottom  of  the 
canoe,  until  the  fly  is  regained.* 

"  A  fine  fish,"  says  Tom,  with  a  disappointed  air  ; 
"  a  fine  fish  altogether — altogether  a  fine  fish,"  for 
repetition  is  an  Indian's  idea  of  rhetorical  emphasis. 
"  Now  we  rest  him  a  httle  bit — give  him  httle  fly, 
'praps  we  get  him  anyhow." 

Out  comes  the  watch,  and  five  minutes,  each 
seemingly  of  abnormal  length,  are  allowed  to  elapse. 
Then  the  angler  begins  again,  cast  following  cast 
over  barren  water,  until  the  slack  fine  is  all  out,  and 
the  exact  range  of  the  rise  is  again  in  hand.  Then 
follows  a  cast  about  twenty  feet  to  one  side  of  the 
appointed  spot,  and  a  smaller  "  Silver  Doctor  " 
careers  in  a  most  appetising  manner  across  the  pool, 
passing  in  its  orbit  over  the  place  where  the  rise 
occurred. 

The  fish  does  not  take  it,  though  he  acknowledges 
its  presence,  as  the  disturbed  state  of  the  water 
shows.  In  with  the  fly,  rest  him  five  minutes  more, 
and  try  him  with  a  Jock  Scott.  He  will  not  take 
it.  Rest  him  again,  and  try  a  "  Black  Dose."  It 
is  in  vain.  We  fish  over  him,  as  if  he  did  not  exist, 
and  finish  off  the  pool.  It  has  been  covered  to  its 
very  foot  without  result,  and  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  or  more  have  elapsed;  Then,  making  a  wide 
circuit,  we  anchor  well  above  where  we  had  the  rise, 
and  casting  but  once  to  each  side  with  a  given 
length  of  line,  we  gradually  work  down  till  our  old 
antagonist  is  within  reach; 

The  fly  sweeps  over  him  ;  he  rolls,  he  seizes  it, 
and  bears  it  downward  with  him;  A  few  yards  of 
lino  drawn  slowly  from  the  reel,  to  the  free  action  of 
which  no  impediment  is  offered;  The  rod  is  raised 
to  meet  the  demonstration  that  we  know,  though  he 
seems  so  indifferent  now,  will  not  be  long  postponed. 
The  anchor  is  at  once  lifted,  and  the  canoe  is  brought 
in  close  against  the  bank; 

All  is  suspense — what  is  he  about  to  do  ?  for  so 
far  he  has  acted  as  though  the  fly  had  been  quite 

♦  More  than  one  fly  is  seldom  used  in  salmon 
fishing. 


forgotten;  The  inexperienced  may  wonder  at  his 
apparent  apathy,  but  he  who  has  been  there  before 
feels  as  though  the  heavens  were  about  to  fall,  and 
waits  for  them  to  come.  It  comes  ;  slowly  the  reel 
speaks — faster — faster — the  handle  becomes  but  a 
blur  of  fight,  and  the  voice  of  the  chck  rises  to  a 
scream;  The  fine  melts  away  from  the  reel  hke  salt 
in  water,  and  the  coil  that  was  nearly  four  inches  in 
diameter  is  now  three — two — one — will  he  never 
stop  ?  "  Go  for  him,  Tom — go  for  him,  or  the 
beggar  will  break  us  !  "  And  the  canoe  starts  in 
pursuit  with  all_the  speed  two  powerful  paddles  can 
impartj 

{To  be  continued.) 
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Wake  !  for  the  rain,  which  falling  yester  night. 
Hath  swelled  the  river  to  a  proper  height, 
With  morning  ceases  ;  and  the  rising  day 
Of  well-filled  creels  foreshadows  promise  brightj 

Before  the  waking  of  the  earliest  bird 
Methought  an  angry  voice  o'erhead  I  heard : 
"  Where  are  my  brogues  ?    They've  hidden  them 
away  ; 

"  I  cannot  find  them  '•' — then,  a  naughty  wordj 

And  now  the  spring,  reviving  old  desires; 
The  thoughtful  angler  to  the  stream  retires. 
Where  Blorange  rears  aloft  his  purple  crest, 
Or  peat  smoke  rises  from  the  cottage  fires; 

Winter  at  last  has  gone,  with  all  his  snows; 
Come,  bring  the  rod  !    A  lovely  salmon  rose — • 
A  twenty-pounder  by  the  splash,  I  judge — 
A  twenty-pounder  !    Will  he  take  ?    Who  knows  ? 

With  me  along  this  strip  of  shining  stream. 
Whose  waters  in  the  sun  are  now  agleam  : 
Where  all  the  toil  of  city  is  forgot 
In  bhssful  holiday's  exquisite  dream; 

A  flask  of  whisky,  or  a  jug  of  beer. 

And  beefy  sandwiches — such  is  the  cheer 

That  warms  the  angler's  heart  when  spent  with  toil 

He  breaks  his  fast.    Teetotaller  '!    No  fear  ! 

Some  use  the  spinning  bait  or  prawn,  and  some 
Swear  by  th'attraction  of  the  low  and  hum- 
ble worm.    To  me  the  fly's  the  best  of  all — 
Heed  not  the  preachings  of  a  poaching  scum; 

And  mark  this  tender  bank  of  rushes  green  : 
Let  not  thy  shadow  near  the  stream  be  seen; 
Tread  hghtly — ah,  so  lightly  ! — for  who  knows 
What  "  taking  "•  fish  may  swim  anear,  unseen; 

Near  the  pool's  centre,  just  beyond  that  tree, 
I  rose  the  big  fish,  wading  to  the  knee. 
He  many  a  yard  of  fine  unravelling  took  ; 
But,  spite  of  all,  himself  he  could  not  freej 

Once  to  a  shop,  but  where  I  must  not  tell, 
I  went ;  and,  after  leaving,  pondered  well 
If  what  the  tackle-makers  use  themselves 
Is  half  so  useless  as  the  stuff  they  sell; 

Rods  of  all  sorts  and  sizes,  great  and  small. 
Tackles  most  varied,  ranged  along  the  wall. 
And  some  of  it  expensive  was  ;  but  most 
Would  never,  never  catch  a  fish  at  all. 

Yon  rising  salmon  mocks  at  us  again; 
How  oft  hereafter  shall  he  rise  ?    In  vain 
How  often  have  I  tried  my  stock  of  flies— 
To-morrow's  morn  perhaps  may  see  him  ta'en; 

And  when  like  me,  O  reader,  you  shall  pass 
Along  this  river's  edge  of  glowing  grass. 
And  on  a  joyous  holiday  re-fish 
Each  pool  I  loved — fear  not  a  rising  glassy 
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We  can  confidently  recommend  anglers,  and 
all  who  want  good  waterproof  garments  cheap,  to 
send  to  "M"  Dept.,  .37,  Queen  Victoria-street, 
London,  E.G.,  for  the  Illustrated  Sale  Catalogue  of 
Messrs.  Anderson's  annual  clearance  salej 


MOEE  SALMON  PEOBLEMS. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  the  37th  Annual 
Report  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  and  are  from 
the  pen  of  the  chairman,  Mr.  F.  W.  Willis  Bund, 
and  were  presented  to  the  Board  on  Jan.  28  : — 

The  year  1903  has  been  altogether  an  exceptional 
one  ;  a  cold,  wet  summer,  with  almost  a  record  fall 
of  rain,  would  not  at  first  sight  have  been  considered 
likely  to  tend  to  a  great  take  of  salmon,  yet  the 
season,  judged  from  the  catch,  has  been  the  best 
for  some  years,  and  the  number  of  fish  taken  is  the 
largest  since  1892,  and  with  five  exceptions  the 
largest  on  record; 

Prosecutions; 
There  were  102  cases  reported,  the  largest  number 
since  1898.  The  evidence  was  considered  sufficient 
to  justify  proceedings  being  taken  in  forty-eight 
cases,  with  the  result  that  thirty-one  were  convicted, 
four  dismissed,  and  thirteen  withdrawn.  In  fifty- 
eight  cases  reported  of  the  estuary  fishermen  fishing 
after  Aug.  15  no  action  was  taken,  as  the  prose- 
cutions in  similar  cases  previously  reported  had  not 
been  heard. 

One  case  deserves  special  notice,  as  it  shows  how 
the  Fishery  Laws  are  administered  in  some  places. 
In  April,  1901,  a  man  was  convicted  of  selling 
salmon  in  close  time  and  fined  10s.,  that  fine  has 
not  yet  been  paid,  as  the  justices  grant  continued 
extension  of  time  to  the  defendant. 

Results  of  the  Season; 

As  has  already  been  stated,  so  far  as  the  take  of 
fish  is  concerned,  the  season  has  been  the  best  for 
some  years;  The  average  weight  is  131b.  The 
largest  fish  weighed  521b. 

The  list  of  salmon  over  351b.,  taken  in  1903,  with 
the  dates  and  places  of  capture,  is  :  Feb.  7,  Oldbury, 
44lb.,  male  ;  March  7,  Lydney  Sands,  361b.,  female  ; 
April  1,  Framilode.  39|lb.,  male  ;  April  9,  Shep- 
perdine  Sands,  43|lb.,  male  ;  May  19,  Gatcombe, 
43^1b.,  male;  May  27,  Well  House  Bay,  401b., 
male  ;  June  13,  Oldbury,  521b.,  male. 

The  season  has  been  unfavourable  for  trout 
fishing,  and  the  number  of  coarse  fish  is  increasing 
at  the  expense  of  the  trout. 

There  was  a  late  but  good  run  of  elvers  in  April 
and  May,  but  the  take  of  descending  eels  has 
been  one  of  the  worst  for  some  years  past,  the 
reason  probably  being  that  the  frequent  freshes 
caused  the  eels  to  descend  in  small  numbers,  and 
that  there  was  no  large  run  as  in  the  first  flush 
after  a  dry  season. 

There  has  been  a  good  run  of  lampems  during 
the  early  part  of  the  winter. 

The  freshets  in  May  and  June  brought  up  a  good 
number  of  twait,  more  than  has  been  seen  for  some 
years. 

Scientific  Investigation; 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  steps  seem  to  have 
been  taken  to  carry  out  the  recommendation  of  the 
Departmental  Committee,  who  reported  in  Decem- 
ber, 1902.  It  is,  however,  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  may  do  something ;  want  of 
funds  prevent  the  Board  doing  anything  itself  in 
this  direction,  except  to  assist  to  carry  out  some 
scheme  which  the  central  authority  might  start, 
but  if  the  Board  of  Agriculture  could  be  induced  to 
begin,  even  in  a  small  way,  in  the  Bristol  Channel 
to  collect  statistics,  and  to  circulate  information, 
by  way  of  leaflets,  in  the  same  way  they  have  done 
as  to  agricultural  matters,  something  would  be  done 
that  might  lead  to  increased  knowledge  of  the 
habits  and  the  proper  protection  of  fish. 

J.  W;  Willis  Bund; 

The  following  extracts  are  from  the  Appendix  to 
the  Severn  Fishery  Board's  Report : — 

The  Fishing  Season  of  1903; 

The  fishing  season  of  1903  has  been  unusually 
productive.  Some  statement  of  the  facts,  and 
suggestions  as  to  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from 
them,  may  be  of  interest; 

The  rule  on  the  Severn  has  always  been  that  for 
a  large  take  of  salmon  a  hot  dry  summer  is  required, 
as  the  salmon  in  such  a  year  remain  longer  in  the 
estuary,  and  so  larger  numbers  of  them  are  taken 
there  ;  a  wet  summer  usually  means  a  small  take  of 
salmon,  for  as  soon  as  the  salmon  come  into  the 
estuary  they  at  once  run  up  the  river,  and  the 
higher  water  often  prevent  the  draft  nets  being  so 
effectively  worked  as  in  lower  water.  Higher  water 
also  means  that  obstructions  are  less  felt,  and 
pollutions  are  not  of  so  great  importance;  | 

With  regard  to  the  take  of  salmon.  the  number 
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is  higher  than  for  some  years  past;  To  get  any- 
tliing  like  it  we  must  go  bacli  to  1892,  which  was 
shortly  after  the  Liverpool  Corporation  began  to 
take  water  from  the  Severn,  and  before  the  destruc- 
tion of  some  of  the  important  breeding  grounds 
would  have  had  any  material  effect  on  the  supply 
of  fish. 

Since  1900  the  figures  are  : — 1901,  number  caught, 
18,000,  average  weight,  121b.;  1902,  21,000,  llflb.; 
1903,  25,000,  131b. 

If  the  decade  1893  to  1902  is  taken,  the  figures 
are  more  striking.  The  fish  previously  to  1893 
were  probably  bred  before  the  Liverpool  Water 
Works  affected  the  river.  So  that  the  last  decade 
may  be  said  to  represent  the  present  state  of 
things; 

These  figures  bring  out  that  the~average  take 
for  the  decade  fell  from  21,350  to  13,950,  that  the 
size  of  the  fish  was  faUing  off  the  average,  having 
dropped  from  12flb.  to  12ilb.,  while  the  race  of 
very  large  fish  was  becoming  extinct.  The  Severn 
never  was  a  great  grilse  river,  only  in  two  years  of 
the  last  decade,  1894  and  1902,  were  there  fair  rims 
of  grilse.  The  majority  of  the  Severn  fish  are  what 
are  locally  called  "  gillings,"  salmon  on  their  second 
return  from  the  sea,  numing  from  101b.  to  15lb. 

The  spawning  seasons  on  the  Severn  during  the 
last  decade  have  been  almost  uniformly  bad,  fewer 
fish,  larger  extent  of  rivers  unused,  certain  portions 
used  over  and  over  again  by  successive  runs  of  fish. 
This  has  been  put  down  to  the  fact  that  the  abstrac- 
tion of  water  by  the  Liverpool  Water  Works 
shortens  the  length  of  the  freshets,  and  so  they  do 
not  last  a  sufficient  time  to  enable  the  fish  to  travel 
the  long  distance  from  the  sea  to  the  spawning 
grounds,  and  also  that  as  the  only  period  during 
which  the  water  is  high  enough  for  fish  to  travel  is 
from  November  to  January,  the  fish  are  all  collected 
in  one  or  two  places,  and  not  scattered  over  the 
tipper  water,  as  used  to  be  the  case.  There  are  also 
other  reasons  why  the  spawning  seasons  have  fallen 
off.  It  may  therefore  be  taken  that  the  take  of 
salmon  in  1903  is  not  due  to  good  spawning  seasons. 
It  should  be  noted  that  the  fishing  season  in  1903 
ended  on  Aug.  15.  If  it  had  gone  on  to  the  end  of 
the  month,  the  year  would  certainly  have  been  at 
least  the  third  best  recorded,  and  possibly  higher. 

It  may  be  said  with  some  confidence  that  the  large 
run  of  fish  in  1903  were  not  fish  bred  in  the  Severn, 
and  the  point  of  difficulty  is,  where  do  they  come  from? 

There  has  been  but  very  Uttle  net  fishing  on  the 
Wye  during  the  past  two  years,  and  it  may  be  said 
that  the  fish  come  from  the  Wye,  but  this  can 
hardly  be  so,  as  the  nets  being  taken  off  the  Wye 
will  not  affect  the  run  of  fish  up  that  river,  especially 
in  a  year  hke  1903,  when  there  were  probably  more 
freshets  down  the  Wye,  and  more  attractions  to 
the  fish  to  run  up  it  than  up  the  Severn.  The 
absence  of  nets  on  the  Wye  may  cause  fish  to  be 
caught  below  the  junction  of  the  Wye  and  the 
Severn,  but  will  not  make  the  fish  run  up  the 
Severn  in  preference  to  the  Wye;  Practically  none 
of  the  Severn  fish  are  caught  below  Beachley  Point. 
It  therefore  follows  that  the  cessation  of  netting  on 
the  Wye  does  not  accoimt  for  the  ran  of  fish; 

Nor  can  this  in  any  way  account  for  the  absence 
of  grilse,  as  nets  or  no  nets  the  proportion  of  grilse 
to  salmon  would  not  be  affected. 

It  seems  likely,  but  the  figures  on  which  the 
conclusion  would  rest  are  not  as  yet  available,  that 
a  combination  of  meteorological  conditions  pre- 
vailed in  1903  which  produced  a  state  of  things 
that  caused  shoaLs  of  salmon  to  come  into  the 
Severn  estuary:  this  seems  the  most  reasonable 
explanation  of  the  matter;  If  it  is  so,  further 
points  arise  for  consideration; 

The  first  is  a  local  one,  and  applies  to  the  Severn 
alone.  What  has  altered  the  distribution  of  fish  on 
it  ?  Why  does  a  wet  summer  no  longer  mean  a 
good  year  for  the  upper  fisheries  ?  At  present  it  is 
only  possible  to  guess,  but  the  following  seems  to 
be  a  plausible  reason  :  that  the  altered  state  of  the 
river,  altered  by  artificial  means,  has  so  changed 
the  natural  conditions  as  to  make  it  less  attractive 
to  salmon,  and  so  they  do  not  ascend  so  readily. 
The  altered  circumstances  are  (1)  the  river  has  been 
dredged  to  a  uniform  depth  between  Stourport  and 
Gloucester,  in  fact  turned  into  a  canal,  with  the 
result  that  the  character  of  the  river  is  altered,  the 
old  strong  stream  is  gone  ;  the  whole;  body  of  the. 
river  rises  or  falls  in  a  mass  ;  the  fish  do  not  feel 
a  prevailing  current  up  which  to  run;  The  effect 
of  there  being  a  dead  mass  of  water,  some  feet 
higher  throughout,  is  very  different  from  the  effect 
of  the  river  being  raised  with  a  strong  stream 
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running  out  which  can  bo  felt  in  the  estuary; 
(2)  This  dead  level  is  made  worse  by  the  abstraction 
of  water  which  would  cause  a  stream  and  a  freshet. 
The  Severn  Commissioners  complain  that  the  effect 
of  the  Liverpool  works  is  to  do  away  with  the  scour- 
ing power  of  the  river  at  Gloucester,  and  thus  cause 
silting  up  of  the  river;  This  silting  points  to  the 
absence  of  stream,  and  so  to  the  absence  of  what 
forms  the  attraction  to  the  fish  to  ran  up;  Dredging 
and  abstraction  of  water  have  decreased  the  stream, 
altered  the  conditions  that  used  to  exist,  and  which 
made  the  fish  to  run  up;  The  old  conditions  prevail 
which  bring  them  to  the  estuary,  but  the  old  con- 
ditions which  made  them  leave  the  estuary  and 
ascend  the  river  have  ceased  to  exist,  and  so  the 
distribution  of  the  fish  is  altered; 

The  other  points  are  of  more  general  interest, 
but  here  again  they  are  only  inferences,  and  infer- 
ences drawn  from  a  very  small  number  of  facts, 
and  must  not  be  taken  as  proving,  but  only  as 
suggesting  an  explanation; 

When  smolts  go  out  to  sea  it  would  appear  that 
they  still  keep  in  shoals,  and  that  salmon  of  different 
ages  keep  in  distinct  shoals;  Shoals  of  grilse,  shoals 
of  gillings.  shoals  of  salmon;  This  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  grilse  come  back  in  shoals,  so  do  gillings, 
only  grilse  shoals  are  larger  in  number  than  gillings. 
As  the  fish  get  older  the  shoals  diminish  in  size,  by 
capture,  accident,  or  otherwise,  and  the  fish  do  not 
form  new  shoals,  hence  the  large  fish,  the  survivors, 
are  usually  found  singly; 

Are  the  conditions  that  attract  a  shoal  of  salmon 
to  a  river  the  same  at  all  ages  of  the  fish  ?  It  does 
seem  from  the  Severn  records  that  some  special 
conditions  are  required  to  attract  grilse,  and  that 
these  on  the  Severn  are  of  rare  occasion;  Another 
set  of  conditions  attract  full  grown  salmon,  these 
recur  much  more  frequently  on  the  Severn;  This 
seems  a  reasonable  theory,  and  explains  why,  as  a 
rule,  grilse  should  be  scarce  and  salmon  more 
numerous  on  the  Severn;  A  good  grilse  river  is  not 
due  to  the  fact  that  it  breeds  so  many  fish,  but 
that  the  conditions  which  attract  grilse  frequently 
occur  ;  while  on  the  other  rivers  they  only  occur 
occasionally,  as  the  conditions  which  attract  salmon 
occur  normally  on  some  rivers,  they  get  salmon  and 
not  grilse  ;  and  it  is  the  presence  or  absence  of 
these  conditions  which  decide  what  rivers  are  grilse 
and  what  salmon  rivers; 

This  theory  explains  the  Severn  take  and  the 
want  of  grilse,  but  it  requires  a  great  deal  more 
evidence  before  it  can  be  accepted  as  true,  as  it  is 
opposed  to  all  principles  hitherto  accepted  of  salmon 
preservation  :  that  salmon  return  to  the  same  river 
where  they  are  bred;  They  may  or  they  may  not ; 
but  if  they  do,  it  is  most  difficult  to  see  why  there 
are  no  number  of  grilse  on  the  Severn  except  in 
certain  years;  The  theory  does  not  in  any  way 
touch  the  question  as  to  how  long  the  salmon  stays 
in  the  sea.  either  as  a  smolt  or  any  other  stage  of 
its  existence; 

The  question  remains,  where  do  the  fish  come 
from  which  make  a  good  year  on  a  particular  river  ? 
If  the  inferences  above  stated  are  correct,  it  would 
seem  to  be  from  no  particular  river,  but  from  M'hat 
may  be  called  the  general  stock;  Each  river  sends 
down  so  many  smolts  every  year,  which  form  the 
smolt  shoals ;  there  are  also  shoals  of  grilse  and  of 
salmon,  and  some  of  each  of  these,  if  all  things  were 
equal,  would  return  to  their  own  river  in  a  regular 
course;  But  to  each  of  these  shoals  one  set  of  con- 
ditions is  pecuUarly  attractive,  and  when  this  pre- 
vails in  any  river  not  only  do  the  regular  migrants 
return,  but  a  number  of  casuals  who  are  specially 
attracted  by  the  then  prevailing  conditions;  So  it 
is  that  there  comes  a  good  year  of  grilse,  or  of  salmon 
as  the  case  may  be;  It  is  not  that  any  one  river  is 
affected,  but  that  special  circumstances  attract  to 
special  localities  the  fish  which  would,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  things  and  in  the  absence  of  those  circum- 
stances, have  been  spread  over  a  wide  area; 

That  the  evidence  upon  which  this  theory  rests 
is  very  shght  may  be  admitted,  but  it  is  the  only 
explanation  that  can  reasonably  be  offered  for  the 
occurrence  of  such  a  state  of  things  as  the  Severn 
season  of  1903,  and  it  does  to  some  extent  account 
for  the  variations  that  occur  in  the  Severn  take. 
It  does  not  explain  various  points,  such  as  that  the 
take  of  fish  after  reaching  a  minimum  begins  to 
increase  year  by  year  for  three  or  four  years  ; 
reaches  a  maximum,  and  then  begins  to  decline 
again  until  a  minimum  is  reached,  when  it  again 
begins  to  ascend;  But  it  does  offer  an  explanation 
as  to  why  it  is  that  in  some  years  there  is  an  excep- 
tional take  of  grilse,  in  others  of  salmoni 
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If  this  theory  is  correct,  it  places  the  question  of 
salmon  preservation  on  a  basis  very  different  from 
that  on  which  it  now  rests;  It  is  now  assumed 
that  each  river  regulates  its  own  stock  of  fish,  and 
has  but  little  interest  in  any  other  river,  but,  if  this 
theory  is  true,  all  rivers  are  equally  interested  in 
keeping  up  a  large  stock  of  salmon,  for  the  fish  are 
not  the  property  of  one  river  more  than  another, 
but  may  at  any  time  return  to  any  stream,  not 
necessarily  the  one  in  which  they  were  bred; 

The  answer  to  the  question,  how  the  season  190.3 
is  to  bo  accounted  for,  may  therefore  bo  based  on 
the  truth  of  the  following  propositions  : — (1)  Each 
river  breeds  a  certain  quantity  of  salmon  every 
year.  (2)  The  prosperity  or  otherwise  of  the  river 
is  based  on  the  quantity  of  fish  bred;  (3)  That 
under  ordinary]  conditions  the  stock  of  salmon 
that  will  return  to  a  river  is  based  upon  tl  o 
quantity  the  river  breeds;  (4)  That  the  occurrence 
of  certain  atmospheric  conditions  creates  a  state  of 
things  pecuharly  attractive  to  salmon  at  certain 
stages  of  its  growth,  one  set  being  attractive  to 
grilse,  one  to  salmon;  (5)  That  the  existence  of 
this  state  of  things  attracts  to  a  river,  where  it 
exists,  a  larger  number  of  salmon  than  are  bred  in 
the  river.  It  concentrates  the  shoaLs  of  fish  into 
one  river  which,  but  for  its  occurrence,  would  bo 
distributed  over  a  wide  area;  Thus  it  leads  to  a 
good  grilse  or  a  jgood  salmon  year';  (6)  That  the 
state  of  things  that  so  attracts  the  salmon  is  of 
irregular  and  exceptional  occurrence;  (7)  That  the 
same  state  of  things  is  not  equally  attractive  to 
grilse  and  salmon;  (8)  That  in  order  that  advantage 
may  be  taken  of  this  state  of  things  when  it  occurs, 
it  is  necessary  for  all  rivers  to  maintain  the  largest 
possible  stock  of  salmon,  and  that  each  river  has 
therefore  a  direct  interest  in  the  state  of  any 
neighbouring  river; 

What  the  atmospheric  or  other  conditions  may 
be  that  produce  the  state  of  things  which  attract 
the  salmon  has  still  to  be  learnt,  as  well  as  what  are 
the  differences  in  the  state  of  things  that  attract 
salmon  at  different  ages,  and  why  this  should  be 
SO;  But  if  it  is  once  admitted  that  such  a  state  of 
things  exists,  a  large  step  will  have  been  made 
towards  finding  out  the  conditions  that  go  to 
produce  it;  J.  W.  B. 

[Mr.  WiUis  Bund's  suggestions  are  always  very 
interesting,  but  it  seems  difficult  to  believe  that  the 
large  run  of  salmon  in  the  Severn  last  year  were  not 
Severn  bred  fish,  and  for  this  reason — nearly  aU  oiu" 
salmon  rivers  had  much  larger  rans  last  year,  so 
that  it  seems  impossible  that  the  fish  on  one  river 
can  have  deserted  it  for  another.  Still,  it  is  one  of 
those  problems  which  admit  of  no  solution  with  our 
present  knowledge. — Ed.] 


WANTED. 

I  SHALL  be  glad  to  hear  of  second-hand  copies 
for  sale  of  Athenian's  "Trout  Fly  Tying"  and 
Captain  Hale's  "  How  to  tie  Salmon  Flies."— R.  B; 
Mabston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Stj 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ME.  E.  EAMSBOTTOM'S  ANNUAL 
EEPOET  OF  THE  GUT  CEOP 
OF  1903-4. 


Twenty-second  Yeab; 
In  reporting  upon  the  gut  crop  for  1903-4  I  have 
to  announce  about  an  average  (or  slightly  increased) 
production  of  about  18,5001b;  or  thereabouts, 
equal  to  a  gross  total  of  some  ninety-two  milHon 
strands; 

There  are  a  few  points  which  call  for  special 
notice,  the  most  notable  being  the  continued 
diminution  of  heaviest  salmon  gut.  This  will 
entail  early  orders  by  British  sportsmen,  as  the 
American  orders  have  in  many  instances  been 
placed  for  the  last  six  months. 

The  fine  gut  for  trout  casts,  though  barely  equal 
to  last  year  in  quantity,  is  a  high  average  as 
regards  quality,  and  should  give  every  satisfaction, 
providing  this  season's  crop  is  insisted  upon. 

Of  the  intermediate  varieties  known  in  the  trade 
as  "Regular,"-  "  Padron,"  and  "Marana,"  there  is 
a  full  stock  and  of  excellent  quaUty; 

Prices  for  the  present  season  \»ill  vary  but  little ; 
the  slightly  increased  supply  will  be  about  balanced 
by  a  little  increased  demand. 

ROBEET  RaMSBOTTOSL; 
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February  13,  1904 


THE  WONDEEFUL  CASTALIA 
CLUB  TKOUT  STEEAM. 


[By  the  courtesy  of  the  editor  of  the  Fidd  I  am 
able  to  give  our  readers  some  particulars  of  the 
CastaUa  Club's  trout  stream,  and  I  quite  agree  that 
the  same  plan  might  be  adopted  with  great  advan- 
tage in  this  country. — Ed.  F.G.'\ 

Perhaps  one  of  the  most  remarkable  trout 
streams  in  the  whole  wide  world  is  that  belonging 
to  the  Castaha  Trout  Club  Company,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  U.S.A.  When  on  a  voyage  from  Japan  to 
Vancouver,  I  was  first  invited  by  one  of  the  members 
to  pay  a  visit  to  this  remarkable  fishery,  and  I 
cannot  recollect  having  seen  any  mention  of  its 
wonders  in  the  sporting  jo\irnals  of  this  country. 
My  host  on  that  occasion  took  care  to  inform  me 
that  the  club  possessed  more  than  six  miles  of 
excellent  trout  fishing,  any  portion  of  which  could 
be  reached  with  the  greatest  of  case  in  less  than  ten 
minutes  from  the  clubhouse.  This  statement  was 
quite  sufficient  to  provide  one  with  food  for  reflec- 
tion ;  and  the  only  possible  explanation  seemed  to 
be  in  the  use  of  racing  motor-cars,  or  some  similar 
contrivances, by  which  the  members  would  be  whirled 
from  one  end  of  the  fishery  to  the  other.  One 
brief  glance  at  the  map  was,  however,  quite  sufficient 
to  satisfy  any  further  knowledge  concerning  the 
accessibihty  of  the  many  tempting  pools  of  the 
Castaha  Trout  Club; 

Foiirteen  or  fifteen  years  ago  the  members  of  the 
club,  not  being  satisfied  with  the  extent  of  fishing 


over  which  they  held  the  rights  in  Cold  Creek,  decided 
to  purchase  between  fifty  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
that  seemed  to  offer  every  inducement  for  successful 
engineering  operations.  Here  these  enterprising 
American  anglers  proceeded  to  carve  out  a  stream 
from  the  solid  hmestone  rock  that  is  peculiar  to 
this  particular  district,  and  the  turns  and  twists  of 
the  remarkable  stream  that  resulted  can  only  be 
adequately  appreciated  when  it  is  stated  that  six 
good  miles  of  troiit  fishing  have  been  constructed 
out  of  104  acres  of  land.  This  stream  nowadays 
bears  no  semblance  of  artificiaUty,  and  one  glance 
at  the  eddying  pools  or  scours  below  each  of  the 
innumerable  bends  would  be  sufficient  to  make  any 
trout  fisherman's  mouth  water.  The  property  of 
the  club  is  dotted  with  magnificent  trees,  that  offer 
shelter  to  innumerable  song  "birds  ;  the  intervening 
meadows  are  invariably  gay  with  wild  flowers, 
while  the  pellucid  waters  of  the  stream  flow  briskly 
beside  a  well-trimmed  growth  of  alder  bushes,  over 
rich  crops  of  delicate  watercress  and  sphagnum, 
beside  which  the  great  trout  are  generally  to  be 
seen  basking. 

Every  protection  is  granted  to  birds,  except 
game  birds  in  their  due  season,  a  fact  that  has 
rendered  the  property  of  the  club  a  veritable  para- 
dise to  the  dainty  songsters  of  that  particular 
locality.  The  accompanying  plan  will  convey  to 
the  reader  a  far  better  idea  of  this  remarkable 
fishery  than  any  description  of  my  own. 

The  stream  is  so  well  bridged  by  dainty  little 
footbridges  that  from  almost  every  portion  of  it 
t  he  fisherman  can  walk  home  to  the  clubhouse  in  a 
very  few  minutes;  The  club  possesses  its  own 
hatchery,  and  spawn  is  obtained  from  sound  parent 


fish  out  of  the  stream  itself;  The  constitution  of 
the  club  has  been  so  designed  as  to  allow  each 
member  twenty-six  days'  fishing  during  the  season, 
in  addition  to  five  tickets  which  permit  the  privileges 
of  the  club  to  be  extended  to  that  number  of  friends. 
Though  plentifully  stocked  with  the  gamest  of  game 
trout,  the  stream  is  by  no  means  one  that  would 
offer  any  encouragement  to  an  inferior  exponent 
of  the  delicate  art  of  fly  fishing,  owing  to  the  sound 
education  the  fish  receive  during  the  course  of  the 
fishing  season;  The  heaviest  trout  of  which  I  was 
able  to  obtain  a  record  was  a  8almo  fario  of  8Jlb., 
killed  in  1894;  These  fish  had  been  found  so  un- 
satisfactory, owing  to  their  coarse  habits,  extreme 
voracity,  and  rapid  growth,  that  every  effort  was 
being  made  to  exterminate  them;  It  was  also 
interesting  to  learn  that  the  fontinalis  were  deemed 
immeasurably  superior  to  the  rainbow  trout,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  record  rainbow  trout 
taken  from  Castaha  weighed  3^1b.,  as  against 
21b.  9oz.  for  the  heaviest  fontinalis; 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  trout  are  by  no 
means  indigenous  to  the  waters  of  the  State  of 
Ohio.  To  conclude  this  brief  description  of  this 
unique  fishery,  it  will  be  necessary  to  explain  the 
natural  advantages  that  rendered  the  construction 
of  the  stream  possible.  The  geological  formation 
of  the  country  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Castaha 
consists  of  a  very  porous  limestone,  that  is  imusually 
soluble  under  the  influences  of  the  heavily  impreg- 
nated water  that  emanates  from  the  Castalia 
springs;  Tliis  water,  though  heavily  charged  with 
carbonate  of  lime  and  other  salts  held  in  solution, 


is  of  such  abundance  and  of  such  great  limpidity, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  obtain  more  satis- 
factory water  for  a  trout  stream.  Thus  when  once 
the  initial  channel  for  the  artificial  stream  had  been 
constructed,  the  water  was  released  from  a  dam  on 
Cold  Creek,  and  very  soon  completed  the  work  that 
had  been  originated  by  the  engineers;  The  Castaha 
springs  are  amongst  the  most  wonderful  in  the 
United  States,  a  fact  that  can  well  be  imagined 
when  it  is  realised  that  the  Blue  Hole  Spring  is 
70ft.  in  diameter,  and  is  credited  with  a  discharge 
of  no  less  than  5000  gallons  of  water  a  minute. 

J.  H;  WeIGLEY; 

[We  feel  sure  that  many  similar  fisheries  to  that 
described  could  be  formed  in  the  broad-spreading 
valleys  of  this  country,  where  a  water  supply  is 
available. — Ed.  Field.] 


THE  CHESHIEE  DEE  DOES  WELL. 

At  a  meeting  at  Chester,  on  Feb.  6,  of  the  River 
Dee  Fishery  Board,  Major  Leadbetter,  hon.  secre- 
tary, reported  that  the  fishery  was  more  prosperous 
than  it  had  been  for  many  years.  The  spring 
fishing  opened  with  unusually  good  catches  of 
salmon,  which  was  a  new  and  most  favourable 
aspect  of  the  Dee.  The  net  fishing  had  been  more 
remunerative  than  for  years  past,  and  the  fish  were 
in  splendid  condition.  The  rod  fishermen  had  had 
good  sport,  and  the  spawning  season  had  also  been 
an  exceptionally  good  one.  In  twenty  years'  ex- 
perience he  hftd  lif-d  siic^i  ^  favourable  report 
to  present,' 


THEEATENED  EUIN  OF  THE 
YOEKSHIEE  ESK  AS  A  SALMON 
EIVEE. 

Thanks  to  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Francis  Ley,  J.P., 
one  of  the  conservators,  there  is  every  hope  that 
the  serious  attention  of  the  fisheries  authorities 
will  be  given  to  the  state  of  affairs  as  regards  the 
Yorkshire  Esk;  It  seems  to  be  proved  beyond  a 
shadow  of  a  doubt  that  the  over-netting  in  the  sea 
is  destroying  the  river  as  a  salmon  river.  Witness 
after  witness  is  quoted  as  giving  evidence  not  only 
as  to  the  great  deterioration  of  the  salmon  fishing 
in  the  river,  but  also  as  to  the  almost  complete 
absence  of  salmon  on  the  spawning  beds. 

Here  are  a  few  extracts  from  a  statement  made 
by  Mr.  Ley  himself  : — 

"  I  have  fished  the  Yorkshire  Esk  for  forty-one 
years,  and  I  believe  took  out  my  first  Esk  licence 
for  salmon  about  thirty  years  ago.  I  well  remember 
the  first  Conservancy  Board  being  formed,  and  am 
thus  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  growth  of  the 
Esk  salmon  fishing  interests,  both  rod  and  net.  I 
have  been  lessee  and  proprietor  of  salmon  rod  fishing 
on  the  Esk  for  twenty-six  or  twenty-seven  years, 
and  for  many  years  regularly  fished  for  salmon  in 
the  river  between  Rake  Bridge,  Glaisdale,  and 
Castleton,  but  for  seven  years  past  have  been 
fisliing  the  Tweed  each  autumn. 

"  In  the  summers  of  1901,  1902,  and  1903,  whilst 
staying  at  Whitby,  I  noticed  a  great  number  of 
netsmen  fishing  for  salmon  outside  the  Whitby  Piers, 
and  on  the  coast,  with  their  nets  anchored  and  fixed, 
with  S  loops  in  same,  in  the  manner  adopted  by  the 
owners  of  staked  nets,  and  from  the  position  these 
nets  were  in,  it  was  evident  to  me,  as  one  well 
acquainted  with  the  mouth  of  the  river,  that,  if 
persisted  in,  the  river  must  inevitably  be  ruined; 
I  called  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Conservators 
to  the  illegal  netting,  and  on  Aug.  8,  1903,  a  reso- 
lution was  carried  at  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the 
board,  whereby  it  was  decided  to  stop  this  illegal 
practice,  which  has  only  during  the  past  seven  or 
eight  years  prevailed  to  such  a  great  extent; 

"  As  owing  to  the  drought  in  years  1897  to  1902, 
both  inclusive,  there  were  no  seasonable  floods  to 
bring  the  fish  up  to  the  Lealholm  Estate  water 
before  middle  of  October,  it  was  impossible  to  test 
the  true  position  of  the  river.  In  early  part  of 
September,  1903,  I  heard  from  my  keeper.  Cook, 
that  there  had  been  several  nice  floods  in  July, 
August,  and  early  in  September,  but  that  there 
were  no  fish  showing  at  Lealholm  Dam,  and  in  the 
Underpark  streams,  as  they  used  to  show  at 
corresponding  periods  in  years  prior  to  1896.  I 
asked  my  son,  5lr.  Gordon  Ley,  to  fish  and  test  the 
river,  knowing  that  if  the  fish  were  there,  he,  from 
his  knowledge  of  the  streams,  and  being  an  expert, 
would  be  able  to  determine  if  there  was  a  falling  off 
in  the  stock  of  fish,  and  it  will  be  seen  from  his 
statement  attached  hereto  that  Cook  was  correct, 
and  that  there  were  no  fish  up.  There  being  another 
nice  flood  at  end  of  September,  and  the  netting 
season  ending  on  Aug.  31,  I  felt  convinced  that  if 
there  was  a  proper  stock  of  salmon  coming  into  the 
river,  that  they  would  be  seen  at  Lealholm  first 
week  in  October,  and  I  personally  fished  the  water 
on  Sept.  30,  Oct.  1,  2,  3,  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  and  the 
result  of  my  efforts  will  be  seen  from  John  Cook's 
statement.  Mr.  Gordon  Ley  also  fished  with  me 
for  several  days.  I  left  after  Oct.  8  for  the  Tweed, 
but  I  took  care  to  have  competent  persons  fish  my 
water  for  October  out.  The  results  were  most 
meagre; 

"  In  consequence  of  a  letter  I  wTote  the  clerk  to 
the  board,  the  matter  came  before  the  Board 
of  Conservators  at  their  quarterly  meeting  on 
Nov.  28,  1903,  but  the  two  water  baihffs,  Luke  and 
Thompson,  reported  that  there  was  no  falUng  off  in 
the  stock  of  fish,  but  seeing  that  Thompson  has 
only  held  the  appointment  for  four  years,  and  was 
unacquainted  with  the  river,  or  salmon  fishing, 
prior  to  his  appointment,  his  evidence  has  no  weight 
when  compared  with  that  of  John  Cook,  who  has 
been  on  the  river  for  twelve  years,  and  held  a 
water  baihff's  warrant  for  that  period.  With 
respect  to  the  statement  made  by  Water  Bailiff 
Luke,  he  confines  his  duties  mostly  to  the  lower 
reaches,  and  has  only  been  up  the  Lealholm  section 
of  the  river  on  three  or  four  occasions  prior  to  the 
meeting,  and  his  visits  were  so  hasty  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  become  acquainted  by  personal 
observation  with  the  true  facts.  One  thing  I 
specially  noticed  last  summer  when  staying  at 
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Whitby  in  August  was  the  great  scarcity  of  sahnon 
jumping  out  of  the  sea  between  the  pier  ends^and 
the  Rock  Buoy  ;  seven  or  eight  years  ago  scores 
might  be  daily  counted  within  a  few  hundred  yards 
radius  of  the  West  Pier  end.  I  saw  in  the  report 
of  the  meeting  held  on  Nov.  28,  that  Henry  Freeman 
(an  extra  watcher  put  on  after  the  close  of  the 
netting  season)  reported  that  there  were  still  lots 
of  salmon,  even  at  that  late  date,  out  at  sea,  but  it 
was  manifestly  his  interest  to  make  out  the  best 
tale  possible,  seeing  that  he  has  for  some  years  been 
one  of  the  sea  netsmen  for  salmon,  and  has  been 
associated  with  others  in  netting  outside  the  Whitby 
Harbour,  and  whilst  referring  to  this  watcher,  I 
may,  as  a  conservator,  be  pardoned  for  suggesting 
to  the  managing  committee  that  in  appointing 
temporary  watchers  it  would  be  better  to  select 
younger  men  not  locally  connected.  I  imderstand 
Freeman  is  nearly  seventy  years  old.  Other  fishery 
boards,  for  instance,  the  Tweed  Commissioners, 
employ  men  living  a  considerable  distance  away, 
thus,  when  the  close  season  is  over,  the  men  return 
to  their  homes,  and  in  no  way  come  in  contact  with 
those  they  have  had  in  the  course  of  their  duty  to 
give  evidence  against. 

"  I  now  conclude  by  calling  the  attention  of  the 
Board  of  Conservatoi-s  to  the  statistics  attached 
hereto,  and  especially  to  the  statements  of  I\Ir.  H. 
Gordon  Ley,  and  Messrs.  Cook,  Buckley,  Bums, 
Rivis,  Watson,  Bamley,  and  Readman,  all  of  whom 
have  known  the  river  for  many  years,  and  would 
like  to  see  it  again  in  the  condition  it  was  prior  to 
1894,  and  I  feel  confident  that  the  evidence  I  now 
produce  will  convince  the  conservators  that  in 
deciding  on  Aug.  8,  1903,  to  insist  on  the  netsmen 
adhering  strictly  to  the  law,  they  acted  "wisely,  even 
in  the  interests  of  the  netsmen  themsslves,  as  it 
■will  be  seen  from  the  netting  statistics  of  the  past 
fourteen  years  that,  notwithstanding  the  greatly 
increased  area  of  the  nets,  and  the  greater  knowledge 
acquired  by  the  netsmen  of  the  run  of  the  salmon 
on  the  coast,  the  fishing  at  sea  has  not  improved  ; 
and  I  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  conser- 
vators to  the  casss  tried  at  Filey  on  Aug.  21,  1903, 
and  at  West  Hartlepool  on  Sept.  29,  1903,  at  which 
netsmen  were  convicted  for  anchoring  their  nets  in 
the  manner  adopted  by  the  netsmen  in  the  Esk 
Fishery  District  up  to  the  end  of  last  season. 
"  Dec.  28,  1903."     (Signed)    "  Francis  Ley. 

The  statements  Mr.  L^y  refers  to  fully  bear  out 
all  he  says.  Mr.  Gordon  Ley's  evidence  is 
specially  interesting. 

Statement  by  Mr.  H.  Gordon  Ley,  J.P., 
WiLLiNGTON  House,  Derbyshire. 

"  I  have  fished  the  Yorkshire  Esk  for  the  past 
eighteen  years,  and  am  well  acquainted  with  the 
river  from  Rake  Bridge,  Glaisdale,  to  Castleton,  my 
father  having  held  fishery  rights  on  various  parts 
of  the  river  between  those  points  during  the  whole 
of  that  period.  I  took  out  my  first  licence  to  fish 
for  salmon  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  this  was  in  1887, 
and  fished  for  a  few  days  in  early  part  of  September, 
getting  several  fish,  three  in  one  day.  In  1888,  a 
very  dry  autumn,  I  got  ten  fish  in  the  first  fort- 
night in  September.  In  1889,  I  caught  sixteen 
salmon  between  Aug.  29  and  Sept.  9.  In  1890  I 
did  not  fish.  In  1891  (at  the  age  of  seventeen),  I 
had  thirty  salmon  between  Aug.  24  and  Sept.  8,  all 
caught  in  the  Underpark  streams  below  Lealholm 
Bridge.  I  had  eight,  ot  I2^\h.,  Plb.,  G^b.,  SJlb., 
51b.,  4jlb.,  4|lb..  and  41b.,  on  Sept.  2  ;  and  seven, 
of  121b.,  91b.,  6|lb.,  5^^\h.,  5lb.,  4^lh.,  and  4^lh.,  on 
Sept.  3  ;  and  three,  of  71b.,  6Ib.,  and  5|lb.,  on 
Sept.  4.  In  1892,  I  had  fifteen  salmon  between 
Sept.  I  and  Sept.  14,  weighing  901b.  During  all 
foregoing  years,  I  could  only  fish  in  August  and 
early  part  of  September,  that  period  being  my 
school  hoUday  In  1893  I  did  not  fish.  In  1894, 
I  fished  on  Sept.  18  and  Sept.  19,  and  Oct.  1,  3,  4, 
and  5,  getting  thirty-two  fish.  Of  these  I  got 
seventeen  on  Oct.  4,  weighing  114Jlb.— namely, 
II Jib.,  111b..  111b..  lOJlb.,  101b.,  7ilb.,  ejlb.,  61b., 
5'lb.,  .51b.,  Al\h.,  411b.,  4|ib.,  4|lb.,  41b.,  41b.,  and 
41b  ;  and  on  Oct.  3,  I  had  six,  of  15Jlb.,  131b.,  101b., 
61b.,  51b.,  and  4|lb.  All  the  thirty-two  fish  were 
true  salmon,  got  in  the  streams  a  considerable  dis- 
tance below  the  Lealholm  Dam.  In  1895  and  1896,  I 
was  unaV>le,  owing  to  business  engagements,  to  fish 
for  more  than  a  few  odd  days,  upon  which  I  got 
two  to  four  fish  per  day.  I  did  not  fish  in  years 
1897  to  1902  both  inclusive,  as  owing  to  the  drought 
the  river  was  exceedingly  low  at  th'^  time  I  was 
staying  at  Lealholm  for  the  shooting. 

"  Hearing,  in  second  week  of  September,  1903, 
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from  J.  Cook,  the  Lealholm  keeper  and  water 
baiUff,  that  there  had  been  a  succession  of  nice 
floods  in  the  previous  four  or  five  weeks,  I  went  up 
to  Lealholm,  expecting  to  find,  as  would  have  been 
the  case  in  years  1887  to  1896,  that  the  river  was 
excellently  stocked  with  true  salmon,  and  I  fished 
daily  on  Sept.  12,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  and  21. 
.getting,  in  eight  days,  with  river  in  most  perfect 
condition,  only  six  salmon,  and  five  small  bull 
and  sea  trout.  I  had  all  the  pools  to  myself,  and 
under  such  conditions,  in  years  1887  to  1894,  could 
have  readily  caught  thirty  to  forty  fish. 

"  Again  I  fished  with  my  father  for  several  days 
the  fii-st  week  in  October,  getting  only  one  salmon, 
whereas  fishing  at  same  period  and  under  similar 
conditions  of  water  I  could  readily,  in  past  years, 
have  caught  from  four  to  six  salmon  per  day.  I 
state  most  emphatically  that,  unless  legal  netting 
outside  the  Whitby  Piers  is  rigidly  enforced,  the 
river  must  inevitably  be  ruined  as  a  salmon  stream, 
and  seeing  that  the  netsmen  have  ceased  to  fish  so 
much  for  bull  trout  and  now  fish  chiefly  with  large 
meshed  nets  for  salmon,  the  trout  fishing  will  also 
be  ruined,  as  the  bull  trout  in  the  kclt  state  he  in 
the  river  up  to  May  and  feed  ravenously  on  the 
trout.  (Signed)     "  H.  Gordon  Ley. 

"  Dec.  28,  1903."- 

[The  other  evidence  occupies  far  too  much  space 
in  the  report  to  quote,  but  it  is  difiicult  in  the  face 
of  it  to  see  how  the  Esk  conservators  can  do  any- 
thing but  help  Mr.  Ley  in  his  good  work. — Ed.  F.G.] 

SPEING  TEOUT  FLIES. 
VARIOUS  STANDARD  DRESSINGS. 

{Continued  from  page  89.) 

The  Water  Cricket  (also  called  Water  Spider). 
Ronald's  Pattern  and  Description. — "  This  insect 
lives  upon  small  flies,  etc.,  whose  blood  it  sucks  in  a 
maimer  similar  to  that  of  the  land  spider.  It  runs 
upon  the  water,  and  darts  upon  its  prey  whilst 
struggUng  on  the  surface,  and  is  one  amongst  the 
first  insects  which  the  trout  finds  there.  In  the  hot 
summer  months  it  is  provided  with  wings.  It  may 
be  fished  with  throughout  this  month  and  the  next 
on  all  sorts  of  days,  but  principally  when  the  Blue 
Dun  is  not  very  abundant  upon  the  water.  Imita- 
tion.— Body  :  Orange  floss  silk,  tied  on  with  black 
silk  thread.  Legs  :  Are  made  best  of  one  of  the 
two  longest  feathers  of  a  peawit's  topping.  If  this 
cannot  be  easily  procured,  a  black  cock's  hackle  will 
answer  the  purpose.  Either  of  these  must  be 
wound  all  down  the  body,  and  the  fibres  then 
snipped  off  a  little  below  the  hook.  The  rib  may  be 
formed  by  means  of  black  silk,  and  the  hackle 
fastened  under  the  shoulder." 

The  Cow  Dung  Fly  ( Lion  Fly).  Ronald's  Pattern 
and  Description. — "  This  fly  is  to  be  seen  through- 
out the  year.  In  the  young  state  it  is  very  abun- 
dant about  the  middle  of  March,  when  vast  quan- 
tities are  seen  upon  the  water  if  there  be  a  high  wind. 
The  colour  of  the  male  when  newly  hatched  is  a  very 
bright  tawny  yellow,  that  of  the  female  a  greenish 
brown  ;  she  is  rather  smaller  than  the  male,  is 
found  in  as  great  numbers  on  the  water,  and  is  as 
good  a  fly  to  imitate.  This  insect  is  not  in  full 
season  after  the  end  of  April,  but  in  very  blustering 
days  may  be  used  all  the  year  roimd.  Imitation. — 
Body :  Yellow  worsted,  mohair,  or  camlet,  mixed 
with  a  httle  dingy  brown  fur  from  the  bear,  and  left 
rather  rough,  spun  upon  light  brown  silk.  Wings  : 
From  the  landrail.  Legs  :  Of  a  ginger-coloured 
hackle.  The  female  is  made  buzz  thus. — Body  : 
OUve-coloured  mohair,  or  worsted,  spun  on  silk  of 
the  same  colour.  Wings  and  legs  :  Of  a  red  cock's 
hackle,  changed  to  a  brown  colour  by  putting  it 
into  a  solution  of  copperas."- 

The  Cow  Dung  Fly.  Francis  Francis's  Pattern. 
— "  Body  :  Full  and  flat,  of  tawny  orange  crewel, 
with  a  few  sprigs  of  squirrel's  fur  worked  into  the 
body,  as  it  is  a  hairy  fly.  Legs  :  Yellomsh-red 
hackle,  say,  from  Cochin-China  cock  ;  some  use  a 
darker  red.  Wings  :  Dressed  close  and  flat,  of  the 
landrail,  one  of  the  lighter  shade  being  chosen.  It 
is  not  indispensable,  but  sometimes  it  is  a  useful  fly." 

[On  a  windy  day  this  land  fly  often  gets  blown 
on  to  the  water  in  thousands.  When  fishing  with 
Mr.  Francis  on  Loch  Leven  we  noticed  quantities 
of  them  all  over  the  lake,  but  the  fish  would  not 
look  at  it  for  some  reason. — Ed.] 

The  Cow  Dung  Fly.  Ephemera's  Pattern.— 
"  Body:  Yellow  lamb's  wool,  mixed  with  a.Uttle  | 


brown  mohair.  Legs :  Ginger-coloured  hackle; 
Wings  :  From  the  wing-feather  of  a  landrail,  to  lie 
flat  on  the  body,  and  be  longer  than  it.  To  be 
dressed  with  orange  silk."  Foster's  pattern  is 
similar.  Blaine  says  of  this  fly  : — "  As  they  are  so 
valuable  as  a  standard  and  almost  universal  bait 
for  all  fly-taking  fish,  it  is  of  importance  to  dress 
them  true  to  colour  and  shape.  The  wings  arc  very 
transparent,  which  should  be  carefully  imitated  by 
a  thin,  almost  diaphanous,  feather,  with  a  glossy  re: 
flection  from  it.  The  body  should  be  rather  full 
and  rough,  and  of  a  tawny  hue.  The  wings  should 
never  be  upright  or  divided." 

The  Cow  Dung  Fly.  Theakston's  Dressing. — • 
"  Body  :  Orange  silk,  with  gold-coloured  mohair 
and  squirrel's  fur,  mixed.  Wings  :  From  the  land- 
rail ;  yellow  or  amber  hen  hackle  for  legs." 

The  Cow  Dung  Fly.    Ogden  Smith's  Pattern. — 

"  Body  :  Yellow  wool,  mixed  with  a  httle  dingy 
brown  wool,  well  tested  together  and  spun  on  brown 
silk,  making  the  body  short  and  full.  Wings  :  From 
landrail's  wing-feather,  set  on  flat.  Legs  :  A  ginger- 
coloured  hackle  slightly  stained  in  copperas.  To 
make  this  fly  buzz-fashion,  put  a  cock's  hackle, 
stained  as  above,  on  the  same  body." 

The  Peacock  Fly,  or  "  Little  Chap."  Ronald's 
Description  and  Dressing. — "  This  small  beetle  is 
extremely  abundant  on  warm,  sunny  days.  Its 
usual  habit  on  aUghting  is  to  gather  up  the  wings 
under  its  short  wing  scales  (a  habit  hke  that  of  the 
earwig,  which  flies  about  in  autumn)  ;  but  when  it 
falls  upon  water,  it  cannot  always  succeed  in  doing 
so  ;  then,  therefore,  the  wings  lie  nearly  flat  upon 
its  back.  However  fine  the  day  may  be,  and  how- 
ever clear  the  water,  some  sport  may  still  be  ex- 
pected with  this  fly  until  the  end  of  May  ;  but  it  is 
most  successfully  used  on  a  sultry,  gloomy  day.- 
Imitation. — Body  :  Brown  peacock's  herl,  dressed 
^vith  mulberry-coloured  silk.  Wings  :  The  darkest 
part  of  a  wing-feather  of  the  starling.  Legs  :  A 
hackle  stained  dark  purple,  appearing  black  when 
looked  down  upon,  but  when  lield  up  to  the  light 
having  a  most  beautiful  dark  tortoiseshell  hue." 

Peacock  Fly,  or  "  Little  Chap." — Aldam,  in  his 
splendid  edition  of  "  A  Quaint  Treatise  on  Flees  and 
the  Art  of  Art3dichall  Flee-making,"  by  an  Old  Man, 
"  well-known  on  the  Derbyshire  streams  as  a  first- 
class  fly-fisher  a  century  ago,"  gives  the  following 
as  the  Old  Man's  description  : — "  This  is  a  land-bred 
flee,  one  of  the  beetle  race.  There  are  hundred 
different  sorts  of  them,  but  this  is  soposed  to  be  the 
best.  It  is  bred  from  a  grub  found  in  the  old  cow- 
dung  in  October  and  November,  and  when  well 
scoured  in  moss  she  will  goe  white  with  a  red  head, 
and  liis  a  excellent  bate  for  all  kinds  of  fish.  The 
grub  creeps  into  the  earth  and  remaines  all  winter, 
and  early  the  next  year  comes  into  a  small  beetle. 
The  top  wing  is  of  a  husky  nature,  and  of  a  fine 
shoining  black.  The  under  wing  of  a  fine  darke  blue 
dun-colour,  the  bodey  of  a  shoining  copper  colour. 
They  are  of  long  dewration,  but  most  to  be  seen  in 
the  spring — to  be  made  from  a  dark  dun  hen  or 
chicken  feather  from  the  ruff.  Some  anglers  think 
it  better  made  from  the  long-wing  feather,  silk,  lead- 
colour,  with  a  few  laps  of  copper-coloured  paycock 
harl  for  bodey.  If  you  wing  it,  take  the  quill 
feather  from  the  starling,  and  a  small  hackle  from 
the  ruft"  for  legs."  IMr.  Aldam's  note  on  this  fly 
is  so  comprehensive  that  we  give  it  in  Heu  of  other 
dressings  :  "  This  is  an  excellent  killer,  especially  on 
wet  and  windy  days,  as  weU  as  bright,  hot  days.  It 
is  one  of  the  almost  innumerable  beetle  family, 
which  may  be  imitated  by  almost  every  shade  of 
peacock  and  ostrich  harl,  tied  with  every  variety  of 
hackle — black,  dark  furnace,  red,  and  all  shades  of 
duns.  Out  of  the  above  combinations,  substituting 
floss  silk  of  divers  colours  ribbed  with  peacock  harls 
for  bodies,  may  be  produced  a  somewhat  fashion- 
able series  of  flies  used  in  Derbyshire,  called  the 
'  bumbles.'  a  name  I  very  much  object  to.  .  .  . 
Commend  me  to  '  Uttle  chap  '  with  hackle  at  the 
shoulder,  or  a  well-tied  Coch-y-Bondhu.  or  a  briUiant 
red  cock's  hackle  with  bright  green  peacock." 

The  Golden  Dun  Midge  (also  called  Golden  Dun, 
Dun  Gnat,  Landrail,  and  Fawn).  Ronald's  Pattern. 
— "  Body:  Olive  floss  silk,  ribbed  with  gold  twist,  and 
tied  with  dun  silk-thread.  Wings  :  From  the  palest 
feather  of  a  young  starUng.  Legs  :  A  pure  dun 
hackle,  wound  on  in  front  of  the  wings.  In  it.s 
larva  state  it  is  the  blood-worm  of  anglers.  (Jn 
warm  da^'s  great  sport  may  be  had  with  it  up  to  the 
end  of  May."' 

(To  be  continued.) 
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Altogether  36,000  trout  and  sea-trout  ova  and 
70,000  salmon  ova  are  being  treated.  The  hatchery 
has  now  its  full  equipment  of  hatching  trays.;  The 
house  and  fittings  are  fully  insured. 

Henry  Lamond,  Secretary.: 


LAEV^  OF  WATEE-FLIES.* 


CHAPTER  XIV.— continued: 
It  is  a  very  interesting  gight  to  see  those  clever 
little  architects  and  builders  at  work.  Upon  being 
taken  from  their  cases  and  placed  naked,  along 
with  suitable  material,  in  a  saucer  or  other  vessel, 
they  will  readily  make  new  tubes.  They  can  be 
persuaded  to  construct  their  dwelhngs  of  pieces  of 
coal,  bits  of  glass,  beads,  fiUngs  of  metal,  and  other 
things  of  a  similar  kind.  Some  caddis-worms  work 
much  more  quickly  than  others,  but  the  speed  of 
construction  frequently  depends  upon  the  materials 
at  hand. 

There  are  in  Great  Britain  about  160  different 
species  of  Caddis  Fhes,  which  have  been  divided  by 
Mr.  McLachlan,  the  author  of  the  "  Monographic 
Revision  and  Synopsis  of  the  EuropeajiTrichoptera," 
into  seven  famiUes.  Of  these  famihcs  that  of  the 
Phryganeidce  (Gr.  phruganon,  a  bundle  of  sticks) 
contains  the  largest  species,  and  that  of  the  Limno- 
fhilidoB  the  most  numerous.  It  will,  of  course,  be 
impossible  to  refer  in  this  chapter  to  anything  like 
all  the  species,  nor  is  it  necessary,  for  reference  to  a 
few  of  them  will  bo  quite  sufficient  to  remind  those 
who  do  know,  or  to  show  those  who  do  not  know, 
how  very  interesting  the  larvaj  of  the  Caddis  Flies 
are. 

The  worm  of  Phryganea  gmndis  makes  a  cylin- 
drical case  (a.  Fig.  171)  of  almost  equal  diameter 


regular  in  their  construction  and  others  exceedingly 
irregular.  Occasionally  they  are  made  of  the  same 
kind  of  materials  which  are  used  by  the  larvae  of 
rhombicus,  with  the  shell  of  a  small  species  of  Plan- 
orbis  added  here  and  there  {d.  Fig.  171).  Not  in- 
frequently are  they  constructed  entirely,  or  almost 
entirely,  of  these  shells,  which  are  so  closely  and 
skilfully  packed  together  that  as  many  as  forty  or 
fifty  shells  may  be  counted  in-a  single  case  (1,  Figj 
174).  The  larvae  of  Limnofhilus  flavicornis  (2,  Fig.; 
174)  Avill  use  other  shells  besides  those  of  tiny 
Planorbes  in  the  formation  of  its  tube.  Not  only 
will  it  press  into  its  service  small  univalves  of  any 


Fig.  173. 


Case  of  the  Labva  Limnophilus 
khombicus. 


Fig.  171. 


Labv.e  op  Different  Species  of 
Caddis  Fly  in  theik  Cases. 


throughout,  and  forms  it  of  portions  of  leaves  and 
other  vegetable  matter  arranged  spirally.  This 
larva  and  its  case  are  generally  found  in  ponds  or 
very  slow-running  streams.  The  insect,  in  common 
with  many  others,  has  the  habit  of  turning  itself 
while  within  its  tube,  so  that  it  can  protrude  its 
head  at  either  end.    Phryganea  grandis  (Fig.  172), 


kind  it  may  happen  to  meet  with,  but  even  bivalves,- 
such  as  the  fiphcerium  corneum,  other  Sphceria,  or 
some  of  the  Pisidia.  It  seems  to  be  quite  careless 
whether  it  makes  use  of  the  right  or  left  valve  or 
both  valves  of  one  of  these  molluscs.  Nor  does  it 
stop  to  find  out  before  it  "  annexes  "  a  shell  whether 
the  o^vner  of  it  has  left  or  not,  for  it  is  by  no  means 
an  unusual  thing  to  find  a  caddis  case  composed  of 
shells  in  which  the  animals  still  live.  This  is  rather 
hard  upon  the  poor  molluscs,  for  they  have  to  be 
carried  about  as  their  captor  wishes.  It  is  a  very 
good  plan  for  those  who  are  collecting  fresh-water 
shells  to  examine  the  cases  made  by  the  larvae  of  L: 
flavicornis.  Of  course  it  will  be  readily  seen  that 
the  tubes  formed  of  such  a  variety  of  materials  must 
often  be  very  irregular,  as  well  as 
,  apparently  cumbersome. 

The  larvae  of  L.  lunatus  make  a 
case  of  sand  or  vegetable  material,  to 
which  they  attach  long  pieces  of  stick, 
which  project  at  either  end  (c.  Fig; 
171).  These  long  bits  of  wood  seem 
to  act  as  balancers.  This  case  is 
generally  found  in  stagnant  or  very 
slow-running  water.  The  larvae  of 
L.  vittatus  make  a  curved  case  of  fine 
sand.  It  may  be  likened  in  shape  to 
an  elephant's  tusk,  and  in  appearance  it  is  some- 
what similar  to  e,  Fig.  171; 

The  larvae  of  L.  pdlucidus  make  cases  chiefly 
composed  of  whole  leaves,  laid  almost  flat  against 
each  other.  The  "  worm  "  itself  is  enclosed  in  a 
tube  within  the  leaves.  This  is  by  no  means  an  un- 
common case  in  some  parts  of  the  country.  It  is 
generally  found  in  stagnant  water. 

The  larvae  of  the  genus  Stenophylax  live  in  streams, 
and  make  their  tubes  of  tiny  pebbles  (6,  Fig.  171); 
Sometimes  when  the  water  is  very  swift  the  cases 
are  fastened  sUghtly  to  large  stones.  If  the  col- 
lector will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  lower 


LOCH  LOMOND  ANGLING 
IMPEOVEMENT  ASSOCIATION. 

Extracts  from  the  Report  by  the  Committee; 

The  association  must  again  be  congratulated 
upon  a  substantial  increase  of  its  contributors, 
namely,  from  234  in  1902  to  332  in  1903.  The 
ordinary  revenue  has  increased  from  £343  6s.  to 
£441  6s.  6d.  Thanks  to  a  continuous  high  loch,  a 
constantly  scoured  Leven,  careful  watching,  and 
also  to  the  introduction  of  fry  in  past  seasons.  Loch 
Lomond  during  1903  had  an  exceptionally  good 
fishing  record,  notwithstanding  adverse  weather 
conditions,  which  elsewhere  told  against  sport.  The 
committee  have  to  thank  the  boat-hirers  for  the 
careful  records  which  they  kept  and  furnished  of 
the  catches,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  practice  will 
be  continued,  as  the  value  of  keeping  such  a  record 
becomes  more  apparent  each  season. 

The  rivers  during  1903  proved  unusually  pro- 
ductive, although  the  fish  ascended  the  tributary 
streams  later  than  usual.  In  the  Fruin  there  was 
an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  salmon  caught.  The 
Luss  water  held  numerous  large  sea-trout.  The 
hatchery  at  Luss  is  now  fully  equipped  with  hatching 
trays,  and  is  capable  of  treating  1,000,000  ova.  The 
committee  desire  to  thank  those  members  who 
Hpecially  contributed,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Duff  par- 
ticularly for  the  time  and  attention  he  has  given  to 
this  object. 

The  efficiency  of  the  staff  of  watchers  during  the 
season  has  given  every  satisfaction.  Convictions 
for  poaching  offences  have  been  numerous — namely, 
twenty-seven.  The  most  important  capture  was 
that  of  eight  men  and  three  nets  out  of  a  gang  of 
twelve  men  who  raided  the  Clyde  banks  with  three 
boats; 

During  the  season  special  reports  as  to  pollution 
of  the  Leven  were  submitted  to  the  Coimty  Coimcil 
of  Dumbarton  by  the  county  medical  officer  and 
analysts.  These  reports  show  an  improvement  in 
the  state  of  the  river,  and  admit  that  the  works 
have  done  a  good  deal  to  improve  matters;  Only 
one  serious  case  of  fish  poisoning  occurred  in  1903, 
which  proves  that  care  has  been  generally  taken 
that  the  fish  would  not  be  injured  by  noxious  dis- 
charges. The  experiment  of  permitting  a  Lough 
Neagh  eel  and  powan  fisher  to  conduct  that  industry 
on  the  loch  has  proved  Loch  Lomond  to  be  swarming 
with  eels.  In  all,  2  tons  IScwts.  and  3qrs.,  prin- 
cipally of  eels,  were  caught.  The  permission  is  to 
be  renewed  for  another  season.  The  pike  nets 
accoxmted  altogether  for  376  pike,  weighing  13581b. 
The  numbers  of  working  men  who  fish  the  Leven 
stili  increase,  348  having  taken  out  tickets,  as  against 
338  last  season.  A  useful  chart  of  the  loch  has  been 
published;  Copies  may  be  had  on  appHcation  to 
the  secretary; 

The  Committee  have  pleasure  in  reporting  the 
acquisition  of  a  lease  from  the  Clyde  Navigation 
Trustees  of  their  salmon  fishings  on  the  Clyde  for 
five  years,  at  an  annual  rent  of  £110.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  departure,  which  cannot  fail  greatly  to 
benefit  angUng  on  Loch  Lomond,  will  be  so  appre- 
ciated by  the  pubUc  that  increased  contributions 
will  enable  the  association  to  do  away  with  the  Clyde 
nets  altogether.  The  committee  have  lodged  a  peti- 
tion against  the  Dumbartonshire  (Vale  of  Leven) 
Water  Provisional  Order,  as  some  of  its  clauses 
injuriously  affect  the  interests  of  the  association.  I 

For  the  committee, 

Henry  Lamond,  Secretary, 
163,  West  George-street,  Glasgow; 

Extracts  from  Report  by  the  Secretary. 

Pike  netting  was  steadily  prosecuted  in  early 
spring,  the  total  capture  being  376  pike,  weighing 
13581b.,  an  average  of  3lb.  lOoz.  per  fish,  as  against 
31b.  5oz.  last  season;  Two  fish  of  over  201b.  each 
were  caught  at  the  Fruin.  The  details  are': — 
Fruin  mouth,  126  pike,  7001b.  ;  Luss,  112  pike, 
2161b.  ;  Inverbeg,  62  pike,  1701b.  ;^Ardlui,  86  pike, 
2721b. 

Hatching  operations  were  successfully  conducted 
in  the  new  hatchery,  76,000  healthy  salmon  and 
sea-trout  fry  being  obtained  from  77,000  ova  treated. 
The  fry  were  distributed  as  follows  : — Salmon — 
Luss  streams,  24,000  ;  Fruin  streams,  20,000.  Sea- 
trout — Luss  streams,  16,000  ;  Douglas  water,  8,000  ; 
Ardlui  streams,  8,000 ;  total,  76,000.  Constant 
floods  interfered  with  the  collection  of  sea-trout 
spawn  in  autumn,  but  on  the  other  hand  much 
good  common  trout  and  salmon  spawn  was  got.' 
There  was  a  markod  predominance  of  male  salmon. 


Fig.  172.    Phryganea  grandis. 

about  the  largest  British  species,  is  a  httle  more 
than  fin.  long,  and  its  wings,  when  expanded,  are 
at  least  2in.  from  tip  to  tip.  It  is  one  of  the  com- 
monest and  handsomest  of  the  Caddis  Flies.  It  may 
be  known  by  its  ash-coloured  anterior  wings,  brown 
posterior  wings,  and  yellow-ringed  antennae.  Like 
all  its  relatives,  it  folds  its  wings  alongside  of  its 
body  when  at  rest. 

The  larvae  of  P.  obsoleta,  P.  striata,  and  all  of  the 
family,  make  the  same  kind  of  cases  as  that  of  P. 
grandis.  P.  minor  is  the  smallest  member  of  the 
Phryganeidce.  It  is  rather  a  handsome  insect.  Its 
anterior  wings  are  spotted. 

The  larvae  of  the  large  and  well-kno-mi  family  of 
the  Limnophilidce  make  cases  very  varied  in  their 
construction.  They  may  be  found  either  in  stag- 
nant or  quick-running  water.  The  case  of  the  Lim- 
nophilus  rhombicus  (Fig.  173)  is  rather  common  and 
cumbersome.  It  is  made  of  pieces  of  vegetable 
fibre,  pieces  of  stick  or  twigs  of  various  thickness, 
bits  of  grass,  and  portions  of  moss.  These  are  all 
cut  about  the  same  length  and  laid  transversely, 
giving  the  whole  case  a  bristhng  appearance. 

The  cases  of  the  larvae  of  the  Caddis  Fly  L.  flavi- 
cornis are  very  varied,  and  often  uncommonly 
beautiful  and  interesting.    Some  of  them  are  most 

*  From  "Fresh-Water  Aquaria,"  by  the  Rev. 
Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C.  Published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill. 


Fig.  174.  (1)  Larva  and  Cash,  and  (2)  Naked 
Larva  (enlarged)  of  Limnophiltts  filavicornis. 


part  of  large  stones  in  quick-running  streams,  he 
will  frequently  find  bunches  of  very  small  gravel 
attached  to  that  part.  So  firmly  are  they  fastened 
that  it  requires  quite  a  strong  pressure  of  the  finger 
or  thumb  to  remove  them.  These  bunches  are  fixed 
cases  of  the  Caddis-worm.  The  larvae  of  Caddis 
Flies  found  in  quick-running  water  are  not  suitable 
for  the  aquarium. 

As  the  Caddis-worm  grows,  it  enlarges  its  case  by 
making  an  addition  to  the  larger  end.  When  this 
is  done,  the  case  is  shortened  at  the  other  end. 
While  the  Caddis-worm  is  moving  from  place  to 
place  it  protrudes  its  body  just  sufficiently  to  use 
its  legs,'  and  when  it  is  attacked  by  an  enemy  it 
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withdraws  itself  deeply  into  its  tube.  Most  of  these 
larvae  may  be  considered  herbivorous,  though  at 
times  they  are  not  unwilling  to  partake  of  a  car- 
nivorous diet.  They  will  occasionally  eat  a  portion 
of  a  worm,  pieces  of  beef  or  mutton,  sometimes  very 
young  fish.  A  few  of  the  Caddis -worms  are  thought 
to  be  entirely  carnivorous,  feeding  as  a  rule  upon 
other  aquatic  larvae.  However,  it  is  well  to  take 
for  granted  that  the  Caddis-worms  which  are  suit- 
able for  the  aquarium  are  herbivorous.  These  little 
creatures  should  not  be  placed  in  a  tank  in  which 
choice  weeds  are  growing,  or  they  will  certainly  do 
a  great  deal  of  harm  ;  and  the  best  way  to  keep 
these  very  interesting  insects  is  to  place  them  in 
small  aquaria,  where  they  may  be  easily  seen  at 
their  work,  and  in  which  small  quantities  of  weeds 
may  be  put  as  required.  Caddis-worms  should  not 
be  kept  together  in  great  numbers,  or  they  will 
interfere  -svith  one  another.  They  mil  live  for  a 
long  time  in  the  aquarium,  often  apparently  without 
eating  anything  at  all.  When  they  do  not  feed,  the 
period  at  which  they  will  enter  the  pupal  state  is 
considerably  postponed.  Caddis-worms  of  various 
species  may  be  found  at  almost  any  season  of  the 
year. 

Aa  the  time  arrives  at  which  it  is  necessary  for  the 
larva  to  enter  the  pupal-hood,  it  in  most  cases  makes 
preparation  for  that  change  by  fastening  its  tube  to 
a  stone  or  water-plant,  and  covering  the  open  ends 
of  it  with  a  kind  of  silken  net,  so  constructed  as  to 
keep  out  all  enemies,  and  let  in  the  water  necessary 
for  respiration.  Sometimes  this  grating  is  made 
with  the  help  of  pieces  of  stone  or  vegetable  matter. 
Occasionally  a  larva  closes  up  one  end  of  its  case  in 
the  manner  just  described,  and  with  the  head  pro- 
truding at  the  other  end  digs  a  hole  in  the  bottom 
of  the  stream,  in  which  it  almost  half  buries  its  tube 
vertically.  When  it  has  done  this  it  is  supposed  to 
change  its  position  in  the  case  before  it  becomes  a 
pupa.  Very  recently  I  saw  a  Caddis -worm  in  an 
aquarium  performing  this  act  of  semi -interment.  I 
removed  it  to  another  vessel,  and  it  soon  reburied 
itself.  A  few  days  after  the  larva  has  closed  up  its 
case,  it  enters  the  pupal  state.  The  insect's  appear- 
ance as  a  pupa  is  very  different  from  that  which  it 
had  as  a  larva.  Its  wings,  legs,  and  antennae  are 
then  placed  close  to  the  sides  of  its  body.  The 
pupa's  only  movements  while  in  the  case  are  said 
to  be  oscillations  from  side  to  side.  After  spending 
a  few  weeks  in  the  pupal  state  it  breaks  the  covering 
at  one  end  of  its  tube  and  swims  very  swiftly  to  the 
surface  of  the  water ;  then  it  mounts  some  pro- 
truding stone  or  aquatic  plant,  and  remains  there 
while  the  pupal  envelope  splits,  and  it— a  perfect 
insect— is  free.  Some  pupae,  however,  do  not  leave 
the  surface  of  the  water,  but  float  there  until  they 
emerge  fully-developed  Caddis  Flies. 

(To  be  continued.) 


A  NEW  PHOTOGEAPHIC  PEICE 
LIST. 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  new 
Mice  list  of  photographic  materials  for  1904,  issued 
by  Kodak,  Ltd.,  is  the  most  complete  and  handiest 
We  have  seen. 

The  book  itself,  for  a  catalogue,  is  exceptionally 


well  bound  and  neatly  lettered,  and  contains  over 
700  pages  and  1000  illustrations.  As  well  as 
including  the  Kodak  goods,  it  also  sets  forth  every 
well-known  hne  of  photographic  apparatus,  plates, 
and  accessories.  Everything  which  is  cither  neces- 
sary or  useful  in  photography  will  be  found  within  its 
covers  ;  and  no  photographer,  be  he  professional  or 
amateur,  should  fail  to  obtain  a  copy.  Like 
everything  else  connected  with  Kodak,  Ltd.,  it  is  a 
"  real  good  thing.'- 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCBS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks. — The  river  was 
toning  down  well  after  the  floods  till  Wednesday 
morning,  and  the  colour  of  the  water  was  getting  all 
that  could  be  desired,  but  later  on  Wednesday  rain 
fell  heavily,  and  by  night-time  the  water  was  once 
again  thickly  coloured,  so  that  there  are  very  few 
chances  of  sport  of  any  kind  this  week-end.  I  have 
ssen  several  bank  anglers  at  work,  but  the  task  has 
been  unprofitable,  the  principal  takes  consisting 
only  of  a  few  dace  or  a  stray  roach  or  perch.  Those 
who  know  the  river  well  have  not  fished,  owing  to 
the  great  probability  of  finishing  with  a  blank.  The 
winter  season  has  been  an  extremely  bad  one,  and 
as  the  close  of  the  season  i?  near  at  hand  prospects 
look  very  gloomy.  The  Thames  Conservancy  are 
to  be  congratulated  upon  the  splendid  manner  in 
which  the  immense  quantity  of  flood  water  was  run 
off,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  high  spring  tides  at 
Teddington,  which  backed  up  the  water,  the  success 
achieved  would  have  been  still  better.  Three  otters 
have  been  shot  at  Thames  Ditton,  and  were  to  be 
seen  at  Whatford's  boatyard.  A  concert  has  been 
held  at  Hampton  Court  on  behalf  of  Chas.  Davis,  a 
fisherman  who  had  his  punt  cut  adrift  recently.  Mr. 
W-  Roach  presided,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  E. 
Tagg,  Mr.  T.  Milbourne,  and  others.  —  F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The   water   was  going  down 

nicely  up  to  Feb.  2,  but  owing  to  the  recent  rains 
there  has  been  a  rise  of  about  3in.  to-day  (Wednes- 
day), and  it  does  not  look  as  if  it  will  be  within 
bounds  by  the  week-end,  although  in  places  there 
may  be  a  chance  for  the  bank  angler.  A  few  roach 
have  been  caught  from  punts. — Stanley  Mead. 

 (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire).  —  I  hope  I 

did  not  mislead  any  of  my  brother  anglers  with  my 
last  report  as  to  the  state  of  the  river  here.  It  was 
correct  when  I  sent  it,  but  when  published  one 
could  not  get  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  bank 
in  places,  and  now  it  is  even  worse.  Nothing  can 
ba  done  but  patiently  wait.  Some  very  good  sail- 
ing to  be  had  near  Oxford. — Chas.  Powell. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — Heavy  rains  have  been  ex- 
perienced during  the  past  week,  which  has  flooded 
the  river  very  much,  so  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  quite 
another, week  before  the  water  will  be  fishabla  for 
salmon,  as  at  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  it  is 
still  raining  hard,  and  has  been  doing  so  the  whole 
afternoon ;  but  so  soon  as  the  water  subsides  the 
prospects  of  the  present  season  are  very  encouraging, 
there  being  plenty  of  fish  reported  to  be  in  the 
river. — M.  W.  Hayter, 

Bure  (Norfolk,  Wroxham  District).— "  Wild, 
wet,  and  stormy "  is  the  present  weather  report, 
and  there  appears  little  prospect  of  any  immediate 
change.  The  river  is  much  discoloured  (a  very 
unusual  condition  for  the  Bure)  and  angling 
prospects  are  poor  just  now.  I  do  not  think,  how- 
ever, the  Broads  will  thicken  much — as  a  rule,  the 
matter  in  suspension  precipitates  very  rapidly  on 
entering  the  still  water,  and  I  have  seldom  seen 
them  really  thick.  Pike  anglers  are  now  making  the 
most  of  the  last  few  weeks  of  the  legitimate  season, 
and  one  noted  Broad  has  its  quota  of  anglers  daily. 
This  one  has  yielded  leviathans  up  to  31  ^Ib.  in  past 
times,  and  I  handled  a  handsome  fi-h  thi?  evening 
not  much  short  I  fancy  of  181b.,  one  of  a  catch  of 
about  sixteen  fish  caught  there  by  two  friends,  who 
deserved  a  recompense  for  facing  the  appalling 
weather  of  today  (Feb.  9).  Salhouse,  Barton, 
Hickling,  and  Wroxham  Broads  can  all  be  fished 
by  the  public  by  payment,  or  used  to  be,  but  there 
is  not  much  chance  for  "outsiders"  to  fish  the 
choicer  private  Broads.  Roach  fed  very  badly  on 
Feb.  7 — it  took  me  nearly  all  day,  in  the  best  spots, 
to  bag  a  score,  bait  size  ;  a  reasonable  catch  for  the 
time  should  have  been  five  or  six  score.  When  the 
coloured  water  subsides  and  fines,  perch  should  take 
worm  freely.  Wherever  you  see  any  streaks  of 
gravel  in  or  near  the  bank,  you  may  paternoster  for 
perch  with  confidence.  Squeeze  a  handful  of  crumb 
bread  under  water  till  it  sinks,  mix  with  some  earth 
and  hoave  in.    Medium  size  clear  red  worms  kill 


better  than  heavy  "bluey"  lobs.  Pike  fishing  in 
tlie  river  now  of  comparatively  little  accoilnt; — 
C.  H.  Taylor. 

Devonshire  Streams. — It  is  reported  tll£tt  tho 
spawning  beds  on  almost  all  the  streams  have  been 
well  stocked.  During  the  week  there  has  again  been 
considerable  rain.  At  Tavistock  some  good  catchoH 
were  made  during  the  past  year,  and  several  baskets 
of  trout  which  ranged  from  three  to  five  dozen  were 
taken,  four  of  which  scaled  lUb.  The  largest 
number  of  salmon  and  peal  taken  by  one  fisherman 
was  121,  another  creeled  100,  and  a  third  97.  The 
accounts  for  the  past  year  presented  to  the  Teign 
Conservators  show  a  credit  balance  of  £29,  as 
against  a  debit  balance  at  the  end  of  last  year  of 
£47.  There  wera  sixty-six  rod  licences  taken  out, 
and  they  caught  eighty  salmon  of  an  average 
weight  of  101b.  each,  twenty  grilse  of  an  average 
weight  of  51b.  each,  and  upwards  of  1000  sea-trout. 
The  Lower  Teign  Association  have  a  balance  in 
hand  of  £8  odd,  and  anglers  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  the  association  have  decided  to  have  the 
bushes  on  the  length  of  water  between  Teign  House 
and  Newton  Abbot  thoroughly  cut,  in  fact  the 
work  has  already  commenced.  It  has  been  decided 
to  increase  the  cost  of  season  tickets  to  21s., 
monthly  tickets  to  ISs.,  and  weekly  tickets  to 
7s.  6d.  All  anglers  can  procure  tickets  whether 
they  reside  within  two  miles  of  the  river  or  not,  as 
the  old  rule  on  this  point  has  been  rightly  rescinded. 
— Devonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  Exe,  Creedy, 
Culme,  and  Otter  are  in  flood.  At  the  last-named  at 
East  Budleigh  Railway  Station  the  road  was  S" 
flooded  that  passengers  had  to  go  round  by  Bicton 
Rectory  in  order  to  reach  or  return  from  the  station  ; 
this  was  not  an  isolated  case  by  any  means,  as  in 
several  districts  around  Exeter  and  Tiverton  (Devon) 
the  use  of  hor-es  and  carts  were  requisitioned  to 
pass  some  of  the  country  roads.  In  the  city  canal 
a  few  pike  have  been  caught,  and  this  is  tha  only 
water  which  has  been  available  for  fishing.  At 
Exmouth,  the  docks,  Te'gnmouth,  and  Starcross, 
the  sea  fishing,  except  for  eels  and  flatfish,  is  at  a 
standstill. — Red  Palmer. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade  and  Sandy). — River  is  again 
in  flood,  and  all  angling  is  quite  out  of  the  question 
for  the  next  few  days.  To-night  (Wednesday)  it  is 
raining  heavily,  and  the  water  is  rapidly  rising. 
This  is  the  eighth  flood  since  June.  We  are  fast 
approaching  the  close  time,  and  imless  a  very  great 
change  soon  takes  place  the  present  season  will 
easily  hold  the  record  for  the  worst  known  for 
generations. — Kingfisher. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Anglers  have  been  out 
in  spite  of  the  floods ;  some  have  fished,  but  in 
certain  districts  other  wie'.ders  of  the  rod  have  been 
flooded  out.  In  some  parts  of  the  lower  river  the 
water  has  been  a  rich  yellow  colour,  and  even  a 
well-scoured  worm  or  a  piece  of  white  paste  failefl 
to  catch  the  eye  of  the  roach.  Last  Thursday 
(Feb.  4)  two  anglers  in  the  canal  cutting  at  St. 
Margaret's  landed  161b.  of  roach,  and  early  in  the 
present  week  another  angler  in  this  district  took  a 
number  of  |lb.  roach.  These  fish  have  also  been 
caught  at  Broxbourne  and  Rye  House.  In  Ponders 
End  baskwater  a  few  perch  bave  been  secured.  On 
Feb.  7  an  eel  of  about  2ilb.  was  captured  at  St. 
Margaret's.  It  is  raining  again  as  I  write  (Wednes- 
day night),  and  week  end  prospects  appear  anything 
but  promising. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Iieominater). — Both  streams 
are  running  out  of  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  wretched,  and  heavy  rain  has  been  had 
nearly  every  day ;  both  rivers  are  now  baak  full 
and  muddj',  and  out  over  the  fields  in  some  places, 
and  there  is  very  little  chance  of  improvement. 
Grayling  fishing  may  be  said  to  be  at  an  end  for 
this  season,  and  nothing  will  be  done  until  trout 
season  opens.  The  Pinsl?y  is  coloured  and  high. — ■ 
Gwynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and   Finsley  (Kingsland).— 

Rivers  muddy  and  over  their  banks,  miles  of 
meadows  under  water.  Fishing  entirely  out  of  the 
question. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).  —  i^ngling  is  still  "off 
colour,"  although  I  wrote  last  week  that  possibly 
this  week  the  water  wo  ild  h^v3  so  far  receded  for 
something  to  be  done,  but  the  recurring  heavy  rains 
have  kept  up  the  flood,  and  now  the  chances  are 
that  the  water  will  rise  still  higher.  The  height 
shown  on  the  gauge  at  Peterborough  Bridge  to-day 
(Wednesday)  is  14ft.  6m.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).  —  The  trouting 
season  opened  legally  on  Feb.  2,  although  the  pre- 
served portions  of  the  Otter  are  closed  until  March  1. 
The  late  floods  have  turned  the  stream  into  a 
muddy  torrent,  which  is  still  a  long  wav  from  being 
of  any  use  to  the  rod  fl«hermen.  The  marshes 
bordering  the  river  are  all  flooded,  and  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  a  heavy  loss  of  fish  life  will  be  experi- 
enced owing  to  trout  being  left  stranded  in  the 
fields  by  the  spate.    This  occurred  under  similar 
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circumstances  six  years  ago.  The  netters  liave 
teen  as  usual  dragging  the  river  near  its  mouth, 
but  with  httle  success. — -Heron. 
'•■  Onse  (Huntingdon). — A  very  high  flood  prevails 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  district.  Fishing  at  a 
complete  standstill,  and  I  fear  it  is  likely  to  remain 
so  for  many  days  to  come.  Pike-fishing  closes  in 
the  waters  hired  by  the  Huntingdon  Angling  Asso- 
ciation on  the  last  day  of  this  month,  fo  that  in 
all  probability  this  particular  branch  of  the  sport  is 
practically  over  for  the  present  season,  as  given 
fine  weather  from  now  it  would  take  fully  a  fort- 
night for  the  water  to  fine  down. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
uecta.). — Although  there  has  not,  as  in  some  places, 
been  any  very  serious  flood  in  this  neighbourhood, 
yet  all  these  rivers  have  been  altogether  mucli 
above  their  average  level,  and  quite  unfit  for  angling 
in  general,  yet  some  enterprising  individuals  have 
continued  to  capture  some  fair  sized  pike,  principally 
in  the  Severn  and  Vymwy,  and  roach  and  other 
coarse  fish  from  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — Water  in  heavy  flood 
and  still  rising.  The  river  has  not  been  in  good 
condition  even  for  roach  fishing  for  the  last  month, 
and  only  few  anglers  have  been  out.  A  few  roach 
up  to  lib.  each  have  been  captured,  but  bags,  as  a 
rule,  ran  very  smalt,  the  best  bag  I  have  seen  going 
171b.  The  weather  is  very  unsettled,  but  if  no 
more  heavy  rains  come  the  river  may  possibly  bo 
in  fair  condition  by  Feb.  13. — W.  T.  Bainbridgi:;, 

Sussex  Rivers  and  diichester  Canal.—  Spring 
tides  have  ceased  for  the  present,  and  the  flooded 
districts  are  slowly  recovering,  but  in  the  villages 
have  left  traces  of  their  unwelcome  presence  in  mud 
and  saturated  basements.  The  canal  at  Chichester 
is  high,  but  in  good  colour.  A  few  small  pike  have 
been  taken,  up  to  41b.,  but  as  a  rule  all  classes  off 
feed.  It  will  be  some  time,  even  with  fine  weather, 
ere  rivers  are  fishable.  Rain  has  fallen  heavily 
during  the  week,  and  the  water  is  in  districts  over 
the  banks.— G.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  con- 
tinues to  run  high  and  muddy  and  bank  full.  The 
weather  has  been  very  bad,  snow  and  rain  have  been 
had,  and  there  is  very  little  prospect  of  any  change 
taking  place  for  some  time.  Angling  has  been  quite 
at  a  standstill,  and  will  be  for  a  week  at  least.  The 
high  water  will  have  one  advantage,  it  will  allow  the 
trout  to  come  up  stream  better,  which  they  did  not 
have  the  chance  last  year,  and  there  will  be  a  better 
prospect  for  trout  fishing  than  there  has  been  for 
some  time.  There  ^has  been  some  good  trout  seen 
in  the  river  near  the  town,  and  old  anglers  are  of 
opinion  there  will  be  a  better  season.  The  grayling 
season  has  been  a  very  poor  one.  The  Ony,  Corve, 
Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  coloured  and  high,  and 
out  of  order. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbury).— Tha  Teme  in  this  part  has 

been  visited  with  very  heavy  rain  this  week,  and 
the  water  continues  to  run  very  high  and  muddy 
and  quite  out  of  all  condition  for  fishing,  and  there 
has  not  been  a  rod  out  for  a  long  time.  The 
weather  has  been  so  very  bad,  and  there  is  very 
little  hopes  of  any  change,  that  anglers  will  have  to 
content  themselves  with  waiting  for  the  trout 
season  to  come  in. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigrhbouring 
Rivers. —  Several  rods  have  been  on  the  Tyne. 
Sport  is  only  fair,  although  fresh  spring  fish  have 
been  noted  in  several  pools.  The  Coquet  is  full  of 
fish  returning  from  the  spawning  grounds.  A  few 
fresh-run  fish  have  been  killed  on  the  Warkworth 
and  Felton  waters.  Mr.  Orde,  of  Newcastle,  last 
Tuesday  killed  three  good  fish,  the  largest  scaling 
121b.  Mr.  Lawson,  fishing  above  Rothberry,  killed 
six  nice  fish,  anJ  put  several  kelts  back.  There  is 
a  prospect  of  a  good  spiing  season,  fresh  fish  being 
in  evidence,  which  indicate  a  very  good  season. 
— Henry  A.  Mtjrton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort, 
8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidtf,  Der went,  Onse,  etcj 
(Torks). — There  has  been  very  little  angling  done 
on  any  of  the  above  rivers.  The  upper  reaches  of 
the  Wharfe  remain  closed  till  the  opening  of  the 
trout  seeison.  Raia  has  fallen  almost  nearly  every 
day  this  last  fortnight,  consequently  the  river 
Wharfe  has  been  running  high.  From  the  risa  to 
the  fall  very  few  anglers  have  been  seen  out,  and 
only  moderate  returns  of  sport  are  to  hand  this 
week.  The  Yore  and  Swali  have  been  running 
high,  but  in  fair  trim.  In  the  upper  reaches 
snow  has  I  alien  on  the  hills.  Rain  fell  on  Tuesday, 
consequently  these  two  rivers  ore  running  high  with 
snow  water.  On  the  whole,  very  few  anglers  out, 
and  sport  has  been  poor.  The  river  Nidd  has  boon 
very  thick  the  last  few  days,  but  is  now  running 
in  fair  condition.  Very  few  rods  have  been 
B3en  at  Knaresboro'  and  Ribston  Park.  At  the 
time  of  sending  this  report,  the  weather  is 
more  settled,  the  atmosphere  is  frosty,  and 
al]  t.]()  Yorkshire  riveis  are  fast  running  into  con- 


dition, therefore  sport  should  improve  in  the  lower 
reaches.  The  Arml6y  and  Wortley  Angling  Asso- 
ciation held  their  sixth  annual  Tea  and  Social  at 
the  Temperance  Hall,  Armley,  Leeds  on  Feb.  0. 
.Over  two  hundred  members  and  friends  partook 
of  the  tea  provided  by  Mr.  M.  Akers,  which 
was  well  served  in  first-class  style,  the  tables 
being  tastefully  decorated  with  plants  and 
flowers.  Afterwards  a  concert  and  dance 
took  place,  when  the  following  contributed  songs : 
Mr.  C.  Hodges,  baritone  ;  Mr.  J.  Cowburn, 
humorist ;  Mr.  T.  Robinson,  character  vocalist. 
The  duties  of  M.C.  were  in  the  hands  of  that  well- 
known  keen  angler,  Mr.  E.  Kendrick,  who  caught 
the  record  pike  last  year  for  Yorkshire  rivers — 23  Jib. 
Mr.  H-  Saffell,  pianist.and  Mr.  G.  Payne,  violinist, 
provided  the  musical  programme.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  the  president,  Mr.  S.  Toothill.  This 
society  now  numbers  over  sixty  members,  and  are 
to  be  complimented  upon  the  success  which  attends 
their  annual  events,  both  socially  and  financially. — 
John  E.  Milleb,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  Now 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS.  . 

Loch  Tay  (Eenmore,  N.B.).— On  Feb.  5,  on  the 
hotel  water,  Mr.  Scarborow  killed  a  salmon,  201b  ; 
Mr.  E.  Wilson,  one,  171b.  On  the  Cth.  Mr.  Scar- 
borow killed  salmon,  20lb.  ;  Mr.  E.  Wilson,  two 
salmon,  201b.  and  191b.;  Mr.  Mills,  one,  14lb.  On 
the  reserve  water,  Macdiarmid  (keeper)  killed  salmon 
191b.  On  the  8th,  on  the  reserve  water,  Mr.  Mills, 
one,  151b.  On  the  9th,  on  the  hotel  water,  Mr.  E. 
Wilson  killed  salmon,  16Ib. ;  Mr.  Knight,  one,  181b. 
— W.  Knight. 

 (Eillin   Hotel). — Fishing  from  this 

hotel,  on  Feb.  8,  Mr.  Frank  Mappin  landed  a  salmon 
121b.  On  Feb.  9,  Mr.  Frank  Mappin  landed  a 
salmon  161b. ;  Mr.  H.  Knight,  one,  151b. — H.  J. 
ICnight. 

Tay. — During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been 
very  unsettled,  with  rain  falUng  almost  continuously 
throughout  the  first  half  of  the  week  ;  the  river  in 
consequence  has  been  running  rather  full  and  dirty, 
and  very  little  sport  has  been  obtained.  The  pros- 
pects for  the  net  fishing  which  opened  on  Friday, 
Feb.  5,  are  expected  to  be  good,  owing  to  the  open 
mild  weather  and  the  full  state  of  the  river 
throughout  the  winter  ;  fish  have  got  well  forward. 
Ben'chill. — Fishing  this  water  on  Jan.  28,  Mr. 
Harry  Anderson  and  Colonel  Braim  kiUei  one  fish 
of  16Jlb.  Lower  Dunkeld. — Mr.  John  A.  Park, 
fishing  on  Jan.  29,  landed  one  salmon  of  171b. 
Findynatf. — Mr.  F.  A.  Dubs,  on  Jan.  30,  killed  on 
this  beat  a  nice  salmon  of  181b.  Grandtully. — 
Fishing  this  water  on  Feb.  1,  Mr.  A.  Robertson  and 
Mr.  John  Scott  killed  a  salmon  of  25lb.  Loch 
Tay. — On  Killin  reserved  water,  on  Jan.  27,  Mr. 
Dick  had  one  salmon  of  131b.,  and  Mr.  Watsm  one 
of  161b.  On  Jan.  28,  Mr.  Waller  killed  one  fish  of 
201b.,  and  another  of  181b.  the  following  day  ;  while 
Mr.  A.  A.  Smith,  on  Jan.  30,  landed  a  salmon  of 
161b.,  and  another  of  similar  weight  on  Feb.  1. 
— A.  A.    [Too  late  for  insertion  last  week.  ] 

 The  river  during  the  early  part  of  the  week 

continued  to  be  rather  unsettled,  but  upon  the 
whole  very  fair  sport  has  been  obtained.  From 
Saturday  to  Tuesday  rain  and  sleet  fell  inter- 
mittently, bringing  out  the  river  several  feet,  bat 
it  is  again  getting  into  fair  order.  Fish  are  well 
distributed.  The  net  fishing  so  far  has  been  very 
successful,  and  it  is  looked  upon  as  a  good  sign  for 
anglers.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  principal 
takes  got  during  the  past  week  : — Upper  and  Lower 
Stanley  Water. — Fishing  this  beat,  on  Feb.  3, 
Mr.  Alex.  Heyder  killfed  one  salmon  of  24lb. ;  on 
the  5th,  one  of  16lb. ;  on  the  8th,  one  of  171b. ;  and 
on  the  9th,  two  of  \i\h.  and  171b.  Bctrnmotjth. — 
Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  fishing  this  beat  on  Feb.  8, 
landed  one  fish  of  18lb. ;  and  Colonel  A.  Braun,  on 
the  5th,  one  of  17pb.,  and  on  the  8th,  one  of  241b. 
Benchill. — Mr.  H.  Anderson,  fishing  this  beat 
on  Feb.  6,  had  one  salmon  of  191b.  ;  and 
Colonel  Braun,  on  the  9th,  one  of  161b.  Upper 
Redgorton. — The  boatman,  fishing  this  beat  for 
Mr.  Coats  on  the  5th,  killed  one  fish  of 
28Jlb.,  and  on  Lower  Bertha,  on  the  6th,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Coats  landed  one  fish  of  16Jlb.  Upper 
Dunkeld. — Fishing  this  water  on  the  3rd,  Mr. 
J.  A.  Park  killed  one  salmon  of  171b. ;  on  the  5th 
four,  of  181b., 161b.,  15  Jib.,  and  14lb. ;  and  on  the  8th, 
two,  of  221b.  and  151b.  Findynate. — Mr.  F.  A. 
Dubs,   fishing  this  water  on  the   4th,  had  one 


TiiOUT  Fliks.— The  trout  season  is  fast  approacliiDg,  and 
anglers  should  now  liave  their  rods,  reels,  and  w  aders  overhauled. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  greater  care  can  be  given  in  overhauling 
than  during  the  busy  season,  and  ample  time  can  be  allowed  for 
the  varnish  to  hai-den  thoroughly.  Klies  to  pattern  should  also 
be  ordered  now.  The  greatest  care  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Anglers  in  the  habit  of  dressing  their  own 
flies  should  now  secure  their  material.  Selections  can  be  made 
up  to  suit  the  requirements  of  salmon  or  trout  fiy  dressers.— 
.J.  E.  MiLLKR  (Telephone  2(i01),  Northern  Anglers' Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams;  " Piscator,  Leeds." 


salmon  of  18 Jib.,  and  on  the  5th,  Captain  Scott 
one  of  331b.  Murthly  Water. — Fishing  this  beat 
on  Feb.  1  Mr.  J.  Dugdale  had  one  fish  of  211b.; 
on  the  2nd,  two,  of  191b.  and  27lb. ;  on  the  4th, 
one  of  23lb.  ;  and  on  the  6th,  another  of  301b. 
Loch  Tay,  Killin. — Mr.  J.  C.  Jarratt,  on  the  4th, 
had  two  salmon  of  211b.  and  251b.,  and  on  the  5th, 
one  of  18lb. ;  on  the  6th,  Mr.  W.  B.  Tod  one  of 
161b. ;  on  the  8th,  Mr.  Frank  Mappin  killed  one  of 
121b. ;  and  on  the  9th,  another  of  161b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Boyne  and  Tributaries. — On  Feb.  5  salmon 
and  trout  fishing  opened  on  the  historic  "  Boyne 
water  "  and  its  tributaries,  the  principal  of  which  is 
the  Blackwater.  The  salmon  flies  recommended 
for  this  month  are  the  Butcher,  Boyne  Blue,  and 
Boyne  Claret,  according  to  the  fishing  department's 
publication. — J.  A.  B. 

Bride  Hiver  (co.  Cork). — River  in  good  order, 
but  kelts  are  still  very  numerous.  At  Conna,  Mr. 
E.  A.  Walsh  had  two  fresh  run  fish,  81b.  and  101b. ; 
and  at  Aghern,  Mr.  Broad  had  one  of  lOlb. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Buadrowes  (co  Donegal).  —  Stormy,  unsettled 
weather  continued  during  the  past  week  and  with 
almost  incessant  heavy  rains,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  river  at  present  is  running  very  high  and 
unfishable  in  most  places  ;  yet  in  the  early  part  of 
the  past  week  T.  Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  two  hand- 
some fresh  run  spring  salmon  of  101b.  and  11  Jib. 
At  time  of  writing  a  severe  frost  again  prevails  in 
this  locality. — M.  Rog.an  and  Sons. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — River  has  been  in  fairly 
good  order  during  the  opening  week,  but  weather 
cold  and  unsettled.  On  Farran  and  Ballmeady 
fishery.  Colonel  Adamson  had  five  salmon,  81b., 
91b.,  9ilb.,  lOlb.,  and  121b.  On  Lee  Mount,  R. 
Murphy,  one,  101b.  On  Carryrohane  fishery,  A.  C. 
Oppenheim,  60th  Rifles,  one,  101b.  On  Ardrum 
water,  Major  O.  S.  Nugent,  60th  Rifle.s,  three, 
71b.,  81b.,  15lb.,  and  H.  Reid  one,  101b.  On 
the  Powdermilla  fishery,  Mr.  Sam  Haynes  had 
a  record  day  on  Feb.  8,  landing  seven  fresh-run 
fish,  6Jlb.,  91b.,  91b.,  9 Jib,,  lOlb.,  lOJlb,  and  11  Jib., 
and  on  same  water  J.  Walsh  had  five  during  the 
week,  91b;,  91b.,  91b.,  lOlb.  and  lUb.  On Nettloville 
fishery,  Robt.  Nettles,  two.  On  Carryadrohid,  F. 
St.  Leger  Carter,  one,  91b.  On  Oak  Grove,  Captain 
Swanston,  one,  lOlb.  On  Castleinch,  J.  O'Brien, 
three,  61b.,  81b.  and  201b.  On  Classas,  F.  M,  Leader, 
one,  161b. — W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Lough  Arrow. — The  spawning  season  on  Lough 
Arrow  has  been  one  of  the  best  for  years  past.  It 
commenced  about  Nov.  12,  and  from  that  time 
to  the  end  of  January  the  rivers  here  were  full  of 
trout,  and  most,  if  not  all,  got  back  safely  to  the 
lake.  There  were  several  attempts  made  to  poach  the 
rivers,  but  our  bailiffs  kept  a  strict  watch,  and  very 
little  harm  was  done.  Herons  were  a  source  of 
annoyance  this  season,  and  I  have  seen  several  fine 
trout  up  to  2 Jib.  killed  by  these  birds.  To-day, 
Feb.  9,  I  saw  one  trout,  2Jlb.,  full  of  spawn  lying 
dead  on  the  bank,  pierced  through. — Geo.  Acheson. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — The  fishing 
on  the  above  lough  commenced  on  Feb.  1.  Saven 
rods  for  five  days'  trolling  with  live  minnow  got 
1531b.,  averaging  from  lib.  lO  31b.,  all  in  good  con- 
dition. If  weather  keeps  mild  _there  is  great  pros- 
pect.— Thomas  Naughton. 

Uoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Uayo).  — Heavy  rain  has  put  the  liver  in  flood, 
therefore  no  salmon  angling  could  be  done.  There 
was  very  good  takes  of  sea-trout  on  the  lower  part 
of  the  river,  also  on  the  Bunree,  many  kelts  being 
returned  to  the  river,  after  showing  good  sport  on  a 
10-foot  rod.  Both  loughs  are  high.  The  salmon 
weirs  had  some  fine  springers,  largest  211b. — Pat 
Hearnes. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Fensance. — We  had  good  sport  during  latter 
part  of  last  week,  catches  of  twelve  score  whiting 
down  per  boat.  Bad  weather  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  (Feb.  8  and  9),  but  moderate  this  morning, 
when  several  boats  went  out  but  had  to  return  early 
owing  to  rising  wind  and  heavy  seas ;  catches  of  two 
score  whiting  down  per  boat :  the  fish  run  a  good 
size.— J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth  — The  weather  has  besn  so  unsettled 
that  few  boats  have  been  able  to  get  out,  in  fact 
most  of  the  Cornish  fishermen  have  laid  up  their 
boats  and  gone  home,  leaving  one  man  in  charge, 
who  is  relieved  weekly.  Pier  fisliing  has  been  out 
of  the  question,  except  in  sheltered  spots,  and  sport 
has  not  been  very  good.  Fresh- water  fishtrmen  are 
having  an  overhaul  of  their  tackle  and  rods  previous 
to  Marchjl.  All  tackle  that  has  been  put  aside  during 
the  winter  requires  to  be  touched  up,  splicings 
examined,  and  reds  should  have  a  coat  of  varnish  ; 
the  ferrules  also  get  loose  if  they  have  been  kept  in 
a  dry  place.   Any  casta  left  over  from  last  season 


4 


Februaey  13,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


113 


should  be  thoroughly  soaked  and  tested,  especially 
at  the  knots.  There  is  plenty  of  water  in  all  the 
rivers,  and  the  majority  o£  baok  fish  are  gone  t~>  sea. 
I  hear  there  are  several  fresh  ones  running  up  the 
Dart,  and  some  have  been  spotted  in  the  Plyra. — 
William  Heabdeb  {B.S.A.S.). 


Ilssoctaftons,  cic. 


Anqlees'  Association, 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Cripplegate  Institute  on  Monday  next,  Feb.  15,  at 
8  p.m. — R.  G.  WooDBUFF. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  Roberts  occupied  the  chair,  in  the  absence  of 
our  president,  at  our  meeting  on  Jan.  27,  when  Mr. 
Derry  read  a  paper,  entitled,  "  Some  remarks  on 
Spinning,"  before  a  good  gathering  of  members  and 
friends.  Various  methods  of  spinning,  artificial 
baits,  reels,  etc.,  were  discussed  by  hira  at  some 
length,  and  a  debate  followed  on  the  re'ative  merits 
of  live-baiting  £ind  spinning,  and  so  far  as  this  society 
is  concerned  it  still  remains  an  open  question.  Votes 
of  thanks  were  duly  accorded  to  Messrs.  Derry  and 
Roberts.  Three  new  members  have  recently  been 
elected,  including  Mr.  A.  J.  Marriott.  We  have 
again  suffered  from  the  floods,  but  fortunately  the 
water  soon  runs  down.  Mr.  Yarham  has  had  a  perch 
of  lib.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Hill,  one  of  lib.  7oz. ;  Mr. 
Blf  grave,  reach  up  to  lib.  2oz. ;  and  Messrs.  Watts 
and  Hill,  roach  from  our  Harefield  fishery,  where 
chub  and  roach  can  be  taken  up  to  March  31. 
Mr.  Armitage  will  read  a  paper  entit'ed  "  Sidelights 
on  Fish  Spawning  "  on  March  2. — Hon.  Sec. 

Beitish  Sea  Anglees'  Society. 
Unfortunately  Mr.  Walter  Bates  was  unable  to 
read  his  promised  paper  on  "Fish  Ova"  on 
Wednesday,  but  Mr.  Charle?  Hussey,  an  old  and 
enthusiastic  member,  abhorring  a  vacuum,  filled  up 
the  void  very  satisfactorily,  ably  backed  up  by 
Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  and  his  son  with  great  skill.  A 
large  number  of  most  excellent  photographs — all 
original  and  taken  by  Mr.  Hussey — were  displayed 
to  a  large  and  very  pleased  audience  and  their 
friends.  They  were  mainly  the  result  of  his 
last  summer's  holiday  on  board  the  La  Mar- 
guerite, the  well-known  pleasure  steamboat,  but 
nearly  all  fishy — very  fishy — -to  suit  the  locale. 
The  fishing  industry  upon  our  own  and  the  French 
coasts  was  clearly  brought  to  eye  by  the  photo- 
graphs which,  in  the  hands  of  a  true  man,  cannot 
lie.  Our  own  Channel  trawlers,  the  old  lug  sail, 
lumpy,  French  fishing-boats,  and  their  new 
designs,  which,  flattering  to  our  national  pride, 
are  approximating  more  and  more  to  our  type 
in  all  save  the  tenue  so  noticeable  from  the 
frequency  of  half-set  canvas  and  slovenly  gear  ; 
Southend,  Margate,  Ramsgate,  Deal,  and  Folke- 
stone on  our  own  coast,  Ostend  with  its  shrimping 
boats,  the  big  fleet  of  Boulogne,  all  the  markets  and 
fish  wharves,  masses  of  shining  fish,  the  result  of  the 
wonderful  haul  off  Folkestone  last  autumn — all  this 
was  shown,  and  the  angling  was  not  neglected. 
Some  very  pretty  and  finely-taken  views  of  boat 
and  pier  angling  were  interposed,  and  that  the 
scene  should  be  complete  fine  views  of  the 
harbours  and  streets  and  the  natives  were 
added.  They  were  not  mere  plans  and  sections, 
but  pictures  glowing  with  the  atmospheric  effects 
the  artist  alone  can  seize  and  produce.  Inquiring 
minds  had  been  asking,  what  will  he  do  with  the  La 
Marguerite  ?  Those  who  knew  Mr.  Hussey  had  no 
doubts  as  to  his  ability  to  hang  upon  that  peg  a  very 
good  fishing  show.  There  was  an  embarrassment  of 
riches.  Portraits  of  sea  anglers  and  boatmen,  not- 
ably, Mr.  Minchin,  "Dragnet,"  Hanger,  Richardson, 
find  others,  known  to  all,  were  reminders  of  their 
existence  scarcely  needful,  but  much  appreciated  ; 
a  fine  snapshot  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  with 
the  well-known  end  much -respected  vice-president 
of  the  society,  Charles  A.  Payton,  H.B.M. 
Consul  at  Calais,  in  attendance,  was  received 
with  much  loyal  enthusiasm,  and  "Sarcel'e's" 
well-known  form  and  face  was  recognised  with 
a  warm  expression  of  feeling.  Some  new 
atmospheric  and  sea  effects,  studies  of  donkeys, 
childien,  rare  flowers,  etc.,  and,  at  "Dragnet's" 
special  request,  even  a  cauliflower  completed  a  very 
fine  show.  Mr.  Hussey's  patter  was  even  bettor  than 
usual,  and  listening  was  no  difficulty.  Of  course, 
he  received  the  hearty  thanks  of  all,  coupled  with 
.Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  and  his  son  who  so  ably  assisted. 
So  did  the  thaitman.  Owing  to  tho  very  bad 
weather  all  round  our  coasts  last  week,  reports  and 
exporionces  of  fishing  were  scant,  but  the  new  Bill 
for  an  Act  to  provide  ogainft  the  Destruction  of 
Undersized  Flat  Fish  now  before  Parliament  was 
submitted  by  the  secretary.  Its  provisions  were 
roceivod  with  much  approval,  and  upon  tho  proposal 
of  tha   chairman,    ^conded    by  Dr.  Patterson, 


thanking  Earl  Onslow  for  his  prompt  action, 
and  assuring  him  of  tho  entire  concurrence  of 
this  society  in  its  objects,  in  view  of  the  great 
interest  it  has  always  taken  in  the  fish  food 
supplies  of  the  nation  and  the  well-being  of 
our  fishing  industry,  a  resolution  was  carried 
unanimously,  copies  to  be  sent  to  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  Fishmongers' 
Company,  the  National  Sea  Fisheries'  Protection 
Association,  and  to  all  members  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  who  are  connected  with  the  society. 
Next  Wednesday,  tho  society's  ordinary  meeting, 
the  discussion  will  take  place.  The  annual  dinner 
has  been  fixed  for  Wednesday,  March  16,  at  the 
Car6  Monico,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  K.G.,  in 
the  chair.— H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 
The  meeting  at  Broad-street  Restaurant  on 
Tuesday  last,  at  which  Mr.  W.  Bergernie  presided, 
was  of  quite  a  "ho'iday"  character,  as,  owing  to 
recent  bad  weather  and  floods,  fishing  reports  were 
conspicuous  by  their  absence.  Nevertheless,  much 
pleasant  piscatorial  discussion  took  place,  especially 
as  to  rights  and  privileges  enjoyed  by  members  of 
fishing  the  society's  rented  waters,  and  the  desir- 
ability of  fixing  a  special  standard  for  "takeable" 
fish ;  it  was  agreed  that  the  subject  must  receive 
attention  very  shortly,  as  the  society  will  enter  on 
the  tenancy  of  the  new  waters  (now  being  taken)  on 
and  after  March  15.  The  annual  general  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  16,  when  the  report 
and  balance-sheet  will  be  presented,  and  the  election 
of  membe  s  of  committee  and  officers  of  the  society 
will  take  place. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  A.  Zerfass  presided  at  a  special  committee 
meeting,  and  Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  at  the  ordinary  meeting 
on  Tuesday  last.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the 
annual  dinner,  the  date  for  which  will  be  announced 
in  a  later  report.  Mr.  Powles  West  presented  a 
case  of  barbel  to  the  society,  and  was  accorded  a 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  for  his  kindness.  Fishing 
reports  were  very  meagre,  but  in  spite  of  adverse 
weather  conditions.  Dr.  Spencer  and  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray 
were  out,  and  were  rewarded  with  fair  bags  of  roach. 
Members  who  propose  taking  part  in  the  outing  to 
Kelvedon  had  better  make  inquiries  respecting  the 
state  of  the  river  ;  at  present — and  it  is  raining  hard 
as  I  write  this  report — there  is  little  hope  that  the 
water  will  be  fishable.  On  Tuesday  next  Mr.  F.  G. 
Bridgman  reads  his  paper,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a 
good  attendance  will  result.  The  paper  is  sure  to 
be  both  interesting  and  instructive. — F.  E.  Eldeed, 
Hon.  Sec. 

Highbuby  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  G.  Rayner  presided  over  both  the  committee 
and  ordinary  meetings  on  Feb.  10,  and  a  great  deal 
of  business  was  transacted.  The  entertainment 
committee  submitted  their  report,  and,  after  con- 
siderable criticism,  a  progr.imme  was  adopted.  An 
ouling  to  Pangbourne  fi  r  this  week-end  is  on  our 
fixture  list,  but  owing  to  the  stata  of  the  water  no 
arrangements  have  been  made  ;  but  should  any 
members  decide  to  attempt  the  impossible  their 
takes  will  count  as  taken  at  an  outing.  There  will 
be  a  chat  next  week,  the  subject  being  "Do  Fish 
Feel  Pain?"  Only  one  report  of  fish  has  been 
made.  Chub,  perch,  and  roach,  none  above  average 
size,  taken  by  Mr.  Dunn,  worming  the  eddies  on  the 
Lea.— G.  W. 

Piscatobial  Society. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  presided  over  [Monday's 
meeting,  but  owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  livers 
no  angling  experiences  wore  given.  It  was  decided 
to  award  an  antique  cup  presented  by  Mr.  Bridg- 
man to  the  member  exhibiting  fish  of  his  own 
capture  on  the  greatest  number  of  Monday  evenings 
during  1904.  The  society  this  year  will  offer  twenty- 
one  gold  medals  for  fish  over  certain  weights  shown 
on  Monday  evenings,  either  fresh  or  after  preserva- 
tion. In  the  latter  case  they  must  be  weighed  in 
the  presence  of  a  member  and  must  be  ex- 
hibited within  twelve  months  after  capture. 
For  the  best  trout,  over  61b.;  for  the  best  trout, 
taken  with  the  artificial  fly,  from  private  water, 
over  2^1b.  ;  ditto  from  public  water,  over  2  Jib.  ;  for 
the  best  pike  taken  from  private  water,  over  151b.  ; 
ditto  from  public  water,  over  101b. ;  for  the  best 
barbel  taken  from  private  water,  over  61b. ;  ditto 
from  public  water,  over  61b.  ;  for  the  best  bream 
taken  from  private  water,  over  4Jlb.  ;  ditto  from 
public  water,  over  4pb. ;  for  the  best  chub  taken 
from  private  water,  over  3Jlb.  ;  ditto  from  public 
water,  over  3^1b. ;  for  tho  b?st  roach  taken  from 
private  water,  over  l^lb. ;  ditto  from  public  water, 
over  IJIb. ;  for  the  best  perch  taken  from  piivate 
water,  over  I  Jlb. ;  ditto  from  public  water,  over 
l|lb. ;  for  the  best  grayling  taken  from  private 
water,  over  IJlb. ;  ditto  from  public  water,  over 
l^lb. ;  for  the  best  dace  taken  from  private  water, 
over  12oz.  ;  ditto  from  public  Water,  over  12oz,  ; 


for  tho  best  carp  taken  from  private  water,  over 
71b.  ;  ditto  from  public  water,  over  .51b.  A  letter  of 
sympathy  was  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  vice-presi- 
dent, Mr.  E.  J.  Walker  (who  is  confined  to  the  home 
through  illness),  with  tho  best  wishes  of  the  raamberj 
for  his  spr^edy  recovery.  Mr.  Wheeloy  roads  a  paper 
on  Monday,  entitled,  "  Salmon  Fishing  in  Frea 
Waters."— Hon  Sec. 


Llanellv  Anglino  Association. 
This  society,  which  has  now  a  membership  of 
nearly  fifty,  is  making  arrangements  with  the  local 
borough  council  for  fishing  rights  in  the  council's 
reservoir.  This  fine  stretch  of  water  will  in  tha 
near  future  afford  fine  sport,  as  it  has  just  been 
successfully  stocked  with  trout:  over  4000  yearlings 
were  obtained  from  F.  Tracey,  of  the  Exa  Valley 
Fishery,  Exbridge,  near  Tiverton,  and  that  ex- 
perienced gentleman  personally  superintended  the 
stocking  operations.  Although  the  fish  travelled 
some  170  miles,  only  six  succumbad  to  tho  effects 
of  removal.  With  Mr.  C.  W.  Mansel  Lawls,  D.L.,  as 
president,  and  Mr.  Richards  as  secretary,  this  asso* 
ciation  is  bound  to  flourish. 


^ofc5  from  i^c  ^orf^. 

Inspectob  Wm.  Duncan,  of  tho  Kyle  Fishery 
Board,  Sutherland,  virrites  : — "  Wonderfully  good 
sport  is  being  got  on  the  Helmsdale  considering  the 
weather."   

By  the  time  this  is  in  print,  the  Dee,  Don,  Deveron, 
and  some  eighty  odd  streams  that  opened  on  Feb.  1 1 
wiU  have  been  fished. 

Unless  the  opening  days  be  spoiled  with  "  snow 
broth,"  sport  will  be  rife  on  the  Banchory,  Kincar- 
dine O'Neil,  and  Aboyne  Dee  waters,  where  the  pools 
are  reported  teeming  with  fish. 

The  Blairs  Dee  water  has  been  let  for  the  spring 
till  the  end  of  May,  and  is  about  the  last  of  the  Dee 
waters  arranged  for. 

With  the  opening  of  the  angling  season  the  netting 
commences  on  all  the  rivers  open  to  the  rod,  and  on 
those  rivers  where  angling  has  already  begun.  The 
prospects  are  considered  exceedingly  good. 

Mb.  L.  G.  Esson,  an  Aberdeen  natm'alist,  picked 
up  half-a-dozen  rare  crabs  off  a  trawler,  got  150  miles 
from  the  coast.  One  of  the  Gouyon  tridens  was 
secured  for  the  British  Museum,  and  two  by  the 
Hon.  Walter  Rothschild  for  their  collections. 


Mr.  John  Hector,  salmon  merchant,  Aberdeen,  has 
been  appointed  by  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  of 
Woods  and  Forests  mandatory  for  the  district  of 
the  Dee,  in  place  of  th°  late  Mr.  A.  P.  Hogarth.  lb 
carries  with  it  a  vote  at  the  local  fishery  board. 

A  fine  seal  was  caught  off  Banff  by  three  fishermen 
prosecuting  the  cod-fishing.  It  measured  4ift.  from 
snout  to  tip,  and  weighed  three-quarters  of  a  cwt. 


The  brown  trout  season  in  Scotland  commences  on 
Feb.  29  this  year.  The  close  time  dates  are  fixtures 
— Oct.  15  to  Feb.  28  inclusive— so  that  this  year 
being  leap  year  the  season  opens  on  Feb.  29. 

Poaching  cases  are  as  rife  as  peas  in  soup.  Last 
week  an  agent  tried  on  the  dodge  of  proving  that 
the  fish  was  dead  when  taken  out  of  the  water,  and 
that,  in  accordance  with  a  recent  decision  at  Perth, 
the  accused  could  not  be  charged  when  the  fish  was 
so  found.  This  was  imceremoniouslj'  brushed  aside 
by  the  Sheriff,  who  said  he  did  not  agi-ee  with  any 
such  crude  opinions,  and  fined  ilacRobertsou 
£3  10s.  It  is  poaching  to  take  fish  of  the  salmon 
kind  out  of  the  river  either  dead  or  alive. 

Special  Scotch. 


"Yes,  sir,"  remarked  the  Colonel,  as  he  leaned 
back  in  his  chair  at  the  club,  "  I  was  a  good  hunter 
and  fisherman  in  my  day,  but  never  but  once  did 
I  combine  the  two.  I  had  b^en  fishing  along  a 
stream  full  of  bass,  but  the  water  was  so  clear 
the  fish  wouldn't  bite  at  all.  I  had  my  dog 
with  me,  and,  remembering  he  was  half  water- 
spaniel  and  half  setter,  I  decided  to  hunt  those  bass 
with  him.  I  explained  to  him  what  I  wanted.  He 
at  once  dived  into  the  water  and  begun  hunting. 
Of  course  that  muddied  up  the  water,  but  I  could 
tell  where  he  was.  Every  few  minutes  he'd  flush 
a  big  bass,  and  when  that  bass  leap  d  into  the  air 
I'd  shoot  it.  I  was  having  great  sport  until  sud- 
denly that  dog  of  mine  popped  out  of  the  water, 
rushed  up  the  bank,  tore  across  a  field,  and  climbed 
thirty  feet  up  into  the  branches  of  a  tree."  "  A 
dog  climb  a  tree?"  asked  a  doubting  listener. 
"  Why,  of  course  he  climbed  a  tree.  Ho  had  to, 
A  catfish  twto  fe'et  lon^  Vas  chasingf  him." 


114 


THE  FISHINa  GAZETTE 


February  13,  1904 


^offings  bp  l^c  iSiag. 

"  Few  things  are  impracticable  in  themselves ;  and 
it  is  for  want  of  ambition,  rather  than  of  means,  that 
men  fail  of  success." — Rochefoucauld. 


I  ANNOUNCED  last  week  that  at  the  B.S.A.S.  on 
Wednesday  night  Mr.  Chas.  Hussey  would  give  a 
lantern  lecture  on  "  Snap-shot  Memories  of  La 
Marguerite  " — and,  of  course,  the  lecture  duly  camo 
off.  Those  who  had  heard  Mr.  Hussey  on  "  Round 
the  Coast  with  a  Camera,"  and  other  subjects, 
expected  a  treat,  but  I  really  think  the  wonderful 
display  of  beautiful  slides  came  as  a  surprise — a 
revelation  to  everybody — even  to  those  who  know 
to  what  perfection  artistic  photography  has  been 
brought.  Mr.  Hussey  was  fortunate  in  having  the 
kind  and  skilful  assistance  of  such  Jantern  exp3rts 
as  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaenhsdorf  and  his  son  Ernest,  so 
each  slide  was  correctly  focussed, .  exquisitely  lit, 
and  so  smoothly  worked  that  the  lecturer 
and  lanternists  synchronised  in  every  idea  and 
movement. 

In  a  gossipy,  light,  and  pleasant  stylo,  amusing 
and  instructive,  the  lecturer  describad  trips  on  La 
Marguerite  to  Calais,  Ostend,  Ramsgato,  Southend, 
Folkestone,  etc.  Seascapes,  views,  groups,  life- 
boats, flowers,  building?,  individual  portraits  suc- 
ceeded each  other  on  the  sheet  rapidly — a  perfect 
panorama  of  interest  and  beauty.  In  choice  of 
subject  and  treatment,  Mr.  Hussey  hai  shown  him- 
self a  true  artist,  and  but  for  the  fact  that  applause 
was  an  interruption,  the  evening  would  have  been 
spent  in  "  cheers."  The  lecturer  spoke  in  high 
praise  of  the  beautiful  vessel,  which  will  be 
"boarded"  next  season  by  those  who  heard  Mr. 
Hussey,  and  will  want  to  see  in  nature  the  pictures 
he  displayed  by  art.  Mr.  A.  O.  Minchin,  the  chair- 
man, expressed  all  our  feelings  when  he  tendered 
Mr.  Huss3y  and  the  lanternists  our  hearty  thanks. 


The  executive  of  the  Central  Association  o' 
London  Angling  Clubs  have  decided  that  the  com" 
petition,  arranged  for  Windsor  on  the  14th  inst., 
must  take  place  as  advertised.  The  river  will 
probably  be  out  of  condition,  and  unsuccessful  com- 
petitors will  bo  again  able  to  take  part  by  merely 
having  their  tickets  restaraped,  when  other  entries 
will  also  be  accepted.  All  to  meet  at  the  George 
Inn,  High-street,  Eton,  on  arrival  of  first  G.W.R. 
and  S.W.R.  trains. 


I  AM  pleased  to  hear  that  Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong, 
who  has  been  for  over  two  years  pisciculturist  to 
Lord  Montagu  of  Beaul'ieu,  has  been  appointed  by 
Earl  Denbigh  to  the  important  position  of  fi.sh- 
culturist  at  his  lordship's  large  establishment  at 
Caerwys.  Readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  re- 
member Mr.  Armstrong  as  an  ardent  worker  in  the 
cause  of  Tham'^s  Preservation  during  his  ten  years' 
service  as  T.A.P.S.  honorary  river-keeper,  and  hon. 
sec.  to  ths  Chertsey  and  Woking  A.  A.,  and  later  as 
the  honorary  pisciculturist  to  the  Cardiff  Corporation 
and  to  the  angling  association  of  that  city. 


"Highland  gillies,"  says  Mr.  Andrew  Lana;  in 
the  Morning  Post,  "are  the  best  company  possible  : 
they  not  only  know  about  things  old  and  romantic, 
but  read  a  great  deal  in  winter,  read  philosophy 
and  science  and  novels,  and  whatever  they 
can  get.  I  remember  a  gillie  (of  Lowland 
extraction)  who  did  not  think  very  highly  of 
Mr.  Herbert  Spencer.  This  was  his  criticism : 
♦  Why  do  you  think  loch  trout  take  better 
where  a  burn  comes  in  ? '  Mr.  Spencer  asked  ma. 
'They'll  be  expecting  worms  and  things  to  come 
down.'  'No,'  says  Mr.  Spencer,  'it's  the  difference 
of  the  temperature  of  the  water.'  '  But  he  didna 
take  the  temperature.'  It  has  occurred  to  myself 
that  Mr.  Spencer  did  not  '  take  the  temperature  ' 
always,  and  that  many  of  his  theoiies  were  based 
on  a  rather  incomplete  knowledge  of  facts.  More- 
over, I  have  not  found  that  loch  trout  do  take 
better  at  the  mouth  of  a  burn  than  in  many  other 
shallows." 


'  A  DINNER  and  smoking  concert  took  place  at  the 
Druid's  Head,  Church-street,  Deptford,  on  Feb.  4, 
to  commemorate  the  winning  by  the  Unitod 
Brothers'  Angling  Society  of  the  "Mackrell" 
Shield.  The  shield  wlxich  is  made  of  oak,  with 
silver  j>lates  for  the  names  of  the  winners,  and  a 
handsome  centre-piece,  was  presented  by  Mr. 
Mackrell  for  competition  between  the  Greenwich 
Angling  Society  and  the  United  Brothers'  Angling 
Society,  of  Deptford  ;  each  club  had  won  once,  the 
final  being  won  by  the  U.  B.  A.  S.  Mr.  Dowsett, 
the  president  of  the  Greenwich  Angling  Society, 
occupied  the  chair.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  a 
roost  enjoyable  eveniag  was  spent. 


The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce 
that  for  the  summer  months,  commencing  July  1, 
they  will  run  a  greatly  improved  and  accelerated 
service  of  express  trains  between  Liverpool-street 
and  the  popular  east  coast  holiday  resorts,  Yar- 
mouth and  Lowestoft,'  the  journey  being  accom- 
plished without  a  stop  in  two  and  a  half  hours. 
The  fastest  train  from  London  to  Yarmouth  and 
Lowestoft  has  hitherto  occupied  three  hours,  so 
that  there  will  this  summer  be  a  reduction  of 
half  an  hour. 


A  COUPLE  of  small  windows  were  recently  put  in 
on  either  side  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  statue  at  St. 
Dunstan's  Church,  Fleet-street.  It  was  then  dis- 
covered that  the  old  statue  was  in  a  somewhat 
dilapidated  condition,  and  it  has  now  undergone  a 
sort  of  spring  cleaning.  In  the  sixteenth  c-entury 
this  curious  piece  of  sculpture  stood  in  a  niche  on 
the  west  of  historic  Lud  gate,  while  on  the  east  side 
were  the  effigies  of  King  Lud  and  his  two  sons  in 
Roman  costume.  There  it  stood  im^il  1700,  when 
t  he  demand  for  street  widening  led  to  the  gate  being 
pulled  down.  The  statues  were  presented  to  Sir 
Francis  Gosling,  as  alderman  for  the  Ward  of 
Farringdon  Without.  King  Lud  and  his  sons  had  a 
humiliating  experience,  being  left  to  rot  in  the 
parish  bonehouse,  until  the  Marquis  of  Hertford 
rescued  them  from  their  ignominious  position.  Along 
with  St.  Dunstan's  clock  and  its  two  giants  that 
struck  the  hour  on  a  bell,  they  found  a  resting-place 
in  the  marquis's  villa  at  Regent's  Park.  Queen 
Elizabeth  was  treated  with  more  respect.  A  place 
was  found  for  her  (looking  east)  at  the  old  church  of 
St.  Dunstan,  which  dated  from  the  year  600.  Fleet- 
street  in  those  days  was  not  more  than  .35ft.  wide, 
pavements  included.  When  the  old  church  was 
replaced  by  the  present  one,  the  statue  was  re- 
erected  over  the  vestry  entrance,  facing  the  south. 
There  are  other  relics  of  the  older  building  still  pre- 
served, in  the  shape  of  oak  carvings,  rare  brasswork, 
and  memorial  stones,  one  of  which  was  erected  to 
the  memory  of  '■  An  honest  solicitor." 


From  where  the  mountains  and  the  meadows  rheet — 

Among  the  foothills — where,  below,  is  spread 

Earth's  level  floor  in  verdure  carpeted. 

Wliile  far  above,  the  wooded  slopes  retreat 

Skyward,  in  rugged  grandeur,  and  repeat 

Scenic  surprises,  as  the  gaze  is  led 

From  height  to  height  to  where  the  rills  are  fed — 

To  tallest  peaks  roofed  o'er  with  snow  and  sleet. 

We  catch  the  clearest  view  of  all  the  ground 

In  our  horizon  :  All  the  shades  and  lights 

Meet  on  these  minor  summits  and  are  blent 

In  harmony  ;  and  so  in  life,  'tis  found 

Man's  best  affections  throng  the  lesser  heights — 

Life's  foothills — where  extremes  meet  in  content. 

— J.  B.  Kaye,  in  Atlantic  Monthly. 


The  very  great  success"]  of  the  liliputian  Waist- 
coat Pocket  Classic?  has  induced  Messrs.  Anthony 
Treherne  &  Co.  (Ltd.)  to  begin  the  issue  of  a  Waist- 
coat Pocket  Shakespeare.  This  series  will  make 
the  smallest  complete  Shakespeare  in  the  world. 
Ea?h  volume  will  b3  printed  on  thin  paper,  and  its 
size  will  be  2Jin.  by  2in.  The  series  will  commence 
with  the  publication  next  week  of  Romeo  and  Juliet, 
and  two  volumes  will  be  published  each  month  till 
the  series  is  complete. 


*  On  Thursday  evening,  Feb.  4,  the  Duchess  A.S. 
received  a  social  vi?it  from  nearly  twenty  clubs 
enrolled  on  the  S.L.U.V.  List.  The  hirmony  was 
of  a  very  high  order,  the  Trinity  Musical  Society 
being  rssponsible  for  a  very  pleasant  evening.  Mr. 
A.  G.  Smith  (hon.  sec.)  wou'd  esteem  it  a  favour  if 
all  secretaries  would  make  up  their  returns  as 
quickly  as  possible  in  connection  with  the  Windsor 
competition,  so  as  to  arrange  for  the  distribution  of 
prizes. 


The  Convivial  AngUng  Society  will  give  a  concert 
in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  funds  at 
the  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell-road,  on  Monday, 
Feb.  15. 


The  appearance  of  a  couple  of  house-martins, 
which  was  recorded  a  few  days  ago  by  a  resident 
on  the  south  coast,  is  striking  testimony  to  the 
mildness  of  the  wint9r.  Every  year  there  are  a 
considerable  number  of  belated  house-martins,  but 
it  is  seldom  that  they  succeed  in  surviving  and 
finding  strength  to  appear  on  the  wing  so  late  in 
the  winter  as  the  third  or  fourth  week  in  January. 
In  most  seasons  a  prolonged  epell  of  low  tempera- 
ture kills  them  off,  either  by  actual  cold  or  by  the 
extermination  of  their  imect  food,  considerably 
before  this  date. 


The  following  is  a  yarn  I  heard  a  few  weeks  ago 
from  one  of  our  professional  fishermen  on  the 
Thames.  These  gentlemen  are  so  noted  for  their 
veracity  that  there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  truth  of 
the  anecdote.  The  tale,  as  I  heard  it,  was  embellished 
with  "Thames  "  langu  ige.which,  though  picturesque, 
would  look  rather  out  of  place  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
"  You  see  that  long,  awkward  lookin'  chap  on  the 
opposite  bank,  sir  ?  Long  Tom,  they  calls  *im. 
He's  a  rum 'un  and  no  mistake;  too  artful  to  kill 
'isself  with  'ard  work,  so  'e  takes  any  sort  of  odd 
job  what  comes  along.  Goes  out  fishin'  sometimes 
as  a  kind  of  extry  'and,  when  us  chaps  is  busy.  I 
remember  one  day  last  winter,  a  gentleman  engages 
'im  for  a  day's  jack  fishin'  and  tells  'im  to  get  four 
dozen  gudgeon  all  ready.  Well,  the  mornin' comes, 
and  the  gentleman  arrives  and  gets  into  the  punt ; 
fust  thing  'e  does  'e  looks  in  the  well  and  finds  a 
dozen  gudgeon.  He  says  to  Tom,  'look  here  my 
man,  I  told  you  to  get  four  dozen  gudg.^on  and 
you've  only  got  one  dozen  —  what  the  (Thames 
language)  do  you  mean?'  Tom  gets  on  'is  'ind 
legs  in  a  moment.  '  Well,  sir,  I  thought  I  was 
goin'  to  take  you  out  fishin'  to-day,  and  I  under- 
stood you  was  leaving  it  all  to  me.  'Ow  the  (more 
Thames  language)  do  you  think  we're  goin'  to  catch 
jack  if  you  don't  ground  bait  for  'em  ?  I  got  four 
dozen  gudgeon,  and  put  in  three  parts  of  'em  at 
the  place  where  we're  goin'  to  fish.'  The  gentleman 
was  a  bit  of  a  mug,  so  he  took  it  all  in  and  paid 
Tom  for  the  whole  four  dozen.  _Fairy  tale  ?  No 
fear,  sir,  it's  a  fact." 


My  favourite  occupations, 
As  the  seasons  come  and  go, 

Is  cuttin'  grass  in  winter. 
And  in  summer  shovellin'  snow. 

In  other  words,  I  like  to  take  it  easy. 


The  last  earthquake  of  any  considerable  violence 
in  England  occurred  in  1750.  Such  disturbances 
are  not  so  infrequent  in  the  British  Isles  as  many 
suppose  ;  but  it  must  be  admitted  they  are  gener- 
ally very  slight.  Even  in  that  notoriously  mobile 
district  about  Comrie,  in  Perthshire — when,  durin'? 
the  winter,  1839-40,  they  hai  a  hundred  and  forty 
earthquakes,  being  at  the  rate  of  about  a  shock  a 
day  at  an  average — they  seldom  do  much  harm. 


"  Sckibneb's  Magazine  "  for  February  contains, 
among  other  interesting  articles,  "  Some  Gardens 
in  Spain,"  by  Helena  Rutherfurd  Ely  (author  of 
"A  Woman's  Hardy  Garden"),  a  most  inter- 
esting account  of  the  beautiful  gardens  at  the 
Alhambra,  Escorial,  Seville,  and  Granada.  The 
illustrations  follow  the  text  closely.  Salvini,  the 
great  Italian  actor,  now  over  seventy,  was  recently 
seen  on  the  stage  in  Italy  by  Norman  Hapgood,  and 
T.  R.  Sullivan,  the  novelist  and  playwright,  who 
has  long  been  a  friend  of  Salvini's.  Each  writes  his 
impressions  in  this  numbar;  Mr.  Sullivan  describing 
the  whole  dramatic  festival  which  recently  took 
place  in  honour  of  Alfieri  at  Asti.  Ettore  Tito,  the 
Italian  artist,  drew  many  of  the  illustrations  from 
life.  A  little-known  phase  of  Charles  Keene,  the 
artist,  is  exploited  by  M.  H.  Spielmann.  A  number 
of  the  original  plates  of  his  etchings  have  been 
found,  and  several  are  reproduced,  showing  Keene 
to  have  been  one  of  the  greatest  etchers  of^modem 
times.  The  short  stories  are :  "  The  Kangaroos,"  a 
love  story  of  a  tennis  championship,  by  Mary  Moss ; 
illustrated  in  tint  by  Karl  Anderson.  "  On  the 
Honour  of  a  Man,"  a  strong  story  of  Western 
character  by  Wihiam  R.  Lighton ;  illustrated  by 
Fink.  "  Tne  Cat  and  the  Painter,"  giving  the 
amusing  romance  of  an  artist,  with  pictures  by  E.  M. 
Ashe. 


She  was  in  the  stalls  of  a  theatre  which  shall  be 
nameless,  and  had  several  timas  to  let  a  gentleman 
pass  out  between  the  acts.  She  suffered  silently. 
"  I  am  sorry  to  disturb  you,  madam,"  he  remarked, 
as  he  went  out  for  the  fourth  time.  "Oh,  don't 
mention  it !"  she  replied,  pleasantly.  "I  am  most 
happy  to  oblige  you ;  my  husband  keeps  the  refresh- 
ment bar." 


"  I  don't  want  your  knowledge  of  the  law," 
remarked  the  presiding  justice  in  the  Kirkcaldy 
Sheriff's  Court  to  Kilpatrick  Auchterlonie,  charged 
with  poaching.  But  the  accused,  flourishing  a 
dilapidated-looking  Bible,  quoted  from  ihe  story  of 
Noah's  Ark  to  show  that  paajhing  was  legal.  The 
game  laws  only  favoured  the  rich,  ha  said,  whereas 
he  demanded  his  share  of  the  birds  and  rabbits. 
According  to  the  Bible,  everybody  was  entitled  to 
poach.  The  Sheriff  dissented,  and  imposed  a  fine. 
The  gentleman's  poaching  was  not  in  harmony  with 
either  the  law— or  the  profits.  Deagnet. 
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Provifieial  flflgliflg  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  first  monthly  meeting  of  the  new  Birmingham 
Angling  As?oriatLon  Committee  was  held  on 
Thursday,  Feb.  4.  The  meeting  was  fully 
attended.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided.  The  balance- 
sheet  for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  30  was  read  and 
adopted.  The  sum  of  £40  was  carried  forward  to 
the  general  a'Cuunt.  Twenty-one  new  clubs  during 
the  past  year  had  been  accepted  into  the  association. 
Five  more  new  clubs  were  also  accepted.  It  was 
decided  to  hold  the  association's  annual  dinner  at 
the  old  Roj-al  Hotel,  Temple-row,  on  March  213 
next.  Mr.  Wakelam  was  re  -  elected  auditor, 
and  Messrs.  Coles,  Tullett,  Kingham,  Holding, 
Jolly,  Copeland,  Egerton,  and  Curry  were  elected 
to  form  the  visiting  committee.  A  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  G.  Stanley,  of  theBing- 
ley  Hall  Exhibition,  for  placing  £20  at  the  disposal 
of  the  committee  for  prizes  for  an  exhibition  of 
specimen  fish.  Ihe  Lady  wood  Society  fish  a  bye 
contest  in  the  association  waters  at  Alrewas,  on 
March  6,  the  West  End  Club  are  due  at  Bewdley, 
the  St.  John's  Club  go  to  Hopwas  Wood,  and  the 
Great  Western  Club,  will  fish  at  Droitwich.  Owing  to 
the  continued  heavy  rains  the  rivers  Avon,  Trent,  and 
Severn  are  bank  high,  and  in  the  low  lying  distrjcts 
the  water  is  out  over  the  banks.  This  same  remark 
applies  to  our  smaller  rivers  ;  in  fact,  river  fishing 
is  at  a  standstill,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of  them 
getting  in  order  this  side  of  the  close  season.  Pool 
fishing  has  been  indulged  in  by  a  few  of  our  mem 
bers,  and  I  have  heard  of  a  few  good  perch  being 
taken.  One  of  21b.  13oz.  was  taken  by  Mr.  Smith 
from  the  Gravelley  Hill  Reservoir  on  Feb.  3  in 
grand  condition.  The  fish  has  been  sent  to  be  set 
up,  and  will  help  to  augment  the  Travellers'  Rest 
Club's  collection.  Mr.  J.  M.  Clement  of  the  Dudley 
Association,  fishing  a  private  pool  near  to  Kidder- 
minster last  week,  caught  a  nice  pike  of  17|]b. ;  the 
fish  was  in  good  condition.  It  has  been  sent  to  be 
set  up  and  will  become  the  property  of  the  Dudley 
Associati  'U. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Most  of  the  Fen  waters  are  in  flood.  Nevertheless, 
those  who  patronised  the  Witham  have  creeled 
some  good  roaoh  by  fishing  on  the  grassy  slopes  of 
the  river.  The  Forty-foot  has  been  lunmng  in 
tremendous  volume,  and  sport  thereon  has  been 
practically  impossible  since  Monday.  Before  the 
rise,  however,  pike  fishermen  did  well  along  the 
well-known  resorts  at  Swineshead  and  Huboert's 
Bridge  and  higher  up  the  river,  notably  on  the 
reaches  south  of  Donington.  Amongst  the  fish 
captured  last  week  were  a  brace  weighing  respectively 
lO^lb.  and  8|lb. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  only  been  moderate  during  the  past 
week  owing  to  the  water  being  much  discoloured 
and  swollen  by  the  recent  heavy  rainfall.  However, 
with  this  week's  neap  tides,  most  waters  will  greatly 
improve,  especially  the  river  Hull  and  its  tributaries. 
A  few  nice  roach  have  been  picked  up  here  and 
there  on  the  Driffield  Canal,  one  angler  securing  a 
couple  with  red  worms  that  scaled  over  lib.  each. 
A  few  nice  sized  pike  have  been  taken  with  live 
bait,  fishing  in  the  top  ponds  of  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal.  With  better  weather  sport  should  be  good 
in  these  waters,  not  only  with  pike,  but  roach  and 
perch  should  now  bo  well  on  the  feed,  and  both 
paste  and  worms  prove  tempting  lures.  To-day 
( Feb.  10)  we  are  being  favoured  with  bi  ight  sunshine, 
and  the  weather  is  quite  mild  ;  therefore,  prospects 
are  much  better  for  this  week-end.  Local  anglers 
who  have  vi  ited  the  Lincoln^hir^  waters  have  dono 
fairly  well  both  in  roach,  perch,  and  pike  fishing, 
and  from  the  river  Lndd  have  secured  some  nice 
fish.  The  Ancholme  is  also  in  fairly  good  trim,  and 
ast  w(  ek  the  C'omnni-sioners  turned  into  the  river 
at  Brigg  a  further  con-ignment  of  1000  fine  tench 
from  the  Manor  Fishery,  making  2000  turned  in  this 
year  already.  At  the  February  coun<  il  meeting 
of  the  Hull  and  District  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association  amongst  other  business  a  guinea  was 
granted  out  of  the  benevolent  fund  to  Mr.  J.  Sloan, 
who  has  been  ill  some  time,  and  several  of  the 
affiliated  dubs  were  granted  permis-iion  to  fish  the  r 
matches  on  the  Holderncss  Drains  during  the  Easter 
Holidays,  and  to  the  Hull  Town  A. S.  to  fish  an 
open  match  on  the  river  Hu!l  at  Dunswell  on 
May  7.  The  next  council  meeting  will  be  held  at 
the  Queen's  Hotel  on  March  2.  The  new  club,  tho 
St.. Leger,  have  elected  their  executive  for  1904 — 
Mr.  G.  Turner  president,  and  Mr. ,  W.  Ledger 
secretary  ;  subaciiption,  £1  per  annum. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  most  glowing  account  of  progress  is  to  hand  from 
the  Tyldesley  district ;  the  local  association  intend 
fully  to  utilise  the  coming  season,  and  they  are  an 
enthusiastic  association.  From  tho  Leigh  Railway 
Angling  Society  a  somewhat  similar  report  comes. 
To-day,  Saturday,  they  intend  having  a  social  at 
headcjuarters,  ample  supplies  of  talent  and  ground- 
bait  will  be  provided.  Once  again  our  old  friend 
the  BoUin  is  bank  high  and  unfishable ;  no  sooner 
does  it  run  into  order  than  another  deluge  comes. 
The  bottom  fisher  all  over  this  county  is  doing  a 
little,  and  as  a  rule  it  is  a  little,  but  in  a  few  cases 
some  really  good  catches  are  being  made.  The 
Bridgewater  Canal  is  yielding  some  really  fine  roach 
and  many  mammoth  gudgeon.  There  is  a  feeling 
that  as  coarse  fish  are  still  in  such  excellent  condi- 
tion that  close  time  might  be  safely  deferred  until 
after  Easter.  Whether  those  governing  the  various 
waters  will  coincide  with  this  view  remains  to  be 
seen. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

If  any  angling  is  going  on  at  all  by  our  city  rods 
it  is  being  done  very  quietly  and  at  a  distance.  A 
few  orders  for  requisites  reach  this  city,  but  details 
of  what  the  absent  ones  are  doing  are  either  with- 
held or  marked  with  the  inevitable  "private,"  Any 
amount  of  arrangements  are  being  made  for  the 
future,  but  that  is  all.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  were 
noted  for  an  important  meeting  on  Feb.  8  to  trans- 
act business  postponed  from  the  last  meeting.  Little 
is  being  heard  of  stocking  to  local  waters.  There  are 
many  in  this  city  who  would  like  to  know  the  name 
of  the  Manchester  gentleman  referred  to  in  the 
Vyrnwy  report  last  week.  The  writer  of  this  para- 
graph had  a  letter  from  the  same  place,  and  from 
one  of  our  locals  ;  in  it  he  stated  quite  the  reverse 
of  this  glowing  account,  and  his  name  is  Night- 
ingale, and  a  better  roach  fisher  would  be  hard  to 
find. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

It  has  been  a  question  so  far  this  month  of 
"February  fill  dyke."  At  the  period  of  writing 
the  tributaries  of  the  Trent  were  not  only  full  to 
overflowing,  but  the  parent  channel  itself  had  over- 
flown its  banks  for  miles.  Moreover,  the  rain  was 
still  falling.  A  tremendous  flood  is  regarded  as  little 
short  of  a  certainty.  There  has  been  no  fishing  for 
some  days,  the  latest  item  of  news  coming  from 
Wilford,  where  W.  J.  Boyd  took  just  before  the 
change  a  fine  lot  of  roach  and  a  couple  of  bream. 
They  were  creeled  in  one  of  the  lay-byes  of  Pyatt's 
Meadow  with  worm.  On  Thursday  (Feb.  4)  the 
City  Piscatorials  anticipated  deciding  their  seventh 
competition  at  Barton.  Every  arrangement  was 
made,  and  a  number  of  membars  actually  made  the 
journey  in  view  of  being  able  to  wet  a  line.  Entries 
(eleven  in  all)  were  taken,  but  although  a  start 
was  attempted  on  the  extensive  range  of  sandbeds 
immediately  opposite  the  upper  end  of  the  wier 
osier  bed,  none  of  the  competitors  succeeded  in 
getting  so  much  as  a  bite,  so  thick  was  the  water. 
On  Wednesday  morning  your  correspondent  had  a 
stroll  through  old  Wilford  village,  and  saw  several 
fish,  evidently  loaoh,  strike  from  the  grass  in  the 
meadows  some  distance  away  from  the  brook  tail, 
a  noted  pitch  with  only  a  small  quantity  of  extra 
water  running  on  the  Trent.  It  is  believed,  how- 
ever, that  the  flood  will  biing  up  some  additional 
salmon. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

It  has  been  raining  almost  incessantly  for  more 
than  a  week,  and  all  our  rivers  and  streams  are 
again  in  flood  and  rising  rapidly,  and  it  is  feared  it 
will  be  the  highest  flood  we  have  had  this  winter. 
All  the  land  is  waterlogged  ;  gardening  and  farm- 
ing operations  entirely  at  a  standstill,  thousands  of 
acres  of  arable  land  not  yet  broken  up,  and  distress 
among  the  rural  population  great.  On  account  of 
the  high  state  of  the  Severn  the  salmon  nets  are 
stopped;  they  worked  the  two  first  days  of  the 
season  without  taking  a  fish.  Six  miles  up  the 
riveir,  at  Holt  Fleet,  tho  proprietor  of  the  hotel 
there,  Mr.  J.  Stephens,  was  fortunate  enough  to 
take  eight  fish  of  good  size  in  his  net  in  the  two 
days,  which  met  with  a  ready  sale  at  a  good  price  ; 
the  retail  piice  here  is  5s.  per  lb.  No  angling 
possible  except  in  private  water.  Mr.  L.  F.  Higss, 
fishing  a  fine  piece  of  water,  captured  six  fine  fish 
and  hooked  a  very  large  one,  which,  after  towing 
the  boat  a  considerable  distance,  broke  the  tackle 
and  escaped. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT, 

The  rivers  Ouse  and  Fosshave  been  much  flooded 
for  a  week  or  more,  and  the  water  is  very  muddy. 
Local  parties  of  anglers  who  had  arranged  to  go  on 
fishing  expeditions  on  Wednesday  decided  to  stay 
at  home,  reluctantly  so,  for  the  weather  was  ex- 
ceedingly fine  for  the  time  of  year.  Angling  away 
from  the  city  yielded  but  poor  results  last  week. 


On  Feb.  3  the  conditions  were  anything  but 
encouraging,  but  several  rodmen  resolved  to  brave 
the  elements  and  try  their  luck.  One  of  these  waa 
Mr,  Walkington,  who,  all  alone,  cast  his  worm  in 
tho  Ouse,  near  Popploton  Bridge,  which  is  not 
far  from  tho  city.  He  was  rewarded  with 
a  nice  chub  3|lb.  in  weight,  and  also  caught 
a  few  roach.  He  found  the  stream  in  a 
very  bad  state  for  angling.  A  meeting  of  the 
York  and  District  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  was 
held  on  Tuesday  night,  Feb.  9,  at  the  headquarters, 
the  Bay  Horse  Hotel,  Marygate,  when  sundfy 
matters  were  discussed.  One  subject  under  con- 
sideration was  the  desirability  of  renting  an  addi- 
tional stretch  of  water  about  a  mile  in  extent.  Tho 
scheme  is  in  progress.  Three  more  clubs  have  been 
affiliated  to  the  amalgamation.  The  delegates  who 
will  represent  the  latter  at  the  general  conference  to 
be  held  in  Sheffield  next  May,  are  Captain  Key,  the 
veteran  angler  and  member  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board,  and  Mr.  D.  Langstaff,  secretary  to  the 
amalgamation 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  very  changeable,  and  sporfc 
not  up  to  anticipation.  The  Lennon,  one  of  the 
best  of  the  Ulster  waters,  furnished  fair  sport  at 
salmon  on  a  couple  of  days,  but  very  little  has  been 
done  in  the  salmon  department  on  other  waters  in 
the  northern  province  so  far.  The  Cork  rivers 
have  been  too  highly  flooded  to  give  the  usual 
sport,  but  as  they  are  fining  down  the  prospects 
are  much  improved.  The  returns  from  the  Shannon 
have  been  very  disappointing,  but  it  is  expected 
that  sport  will  be  had  on  this  water  as  soon  as  the 
weather  and  water  conditions  show  sufficient  im- 
provement. Nothing  worth  recording  appears  to 
have  been  done  at  Killamey  at  the  opening.  At 
present  the  Killarney  Lake  district  is  heavilyflooded, 
and  salmon  are  reported  to  be  coming  up  freely. 
On  Lough  Currane,  that  water  situated  practic- 
ally on  the  shores  of  Ballinskelligs  Bay,  sport  has 
been  poor  or  indifferent  so  far.  On  the  minor 
salmon  waters  in  the  country  little  or  nothing  has' 
been  done.  Sea  angling  has  been  resumed  at  many 
stations  and  good  sport  has  been  the  rule.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  Killarney  Fishery  Conservators  last 
week  the  hoard  decided  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Inspectors  nf  Fisheries  to  the  defect  in  the  bye-law, 
dated  April  20,  1896,  and  requesting  its  amendment 
so  as  to  apply  to  ths  offence  of  driving  or  attempt- 
ing to  drive  fish  out  from  the  banks  of  spawning 
rivers.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Waterville  Board  of 
Fishery  Conservators,  Mr.  R.  O.  Sloane,  clerk, 
read  a  statement  on  the  financial  condition  of 
the  board  which  was  considered  satisfactory. 

Belfast. 

Since  the  opening  day  nothing  has  been  done  on 
the  Woodbum  Dams,  the  weather  being  cold,  foggy, 
and  frosty,  whilst  thera  was  a  complete  absence  of 
natural  flies  on  the  water.  I  heard  of  only  one  ilb. 
trout,  ki'led  on  Marsha  Istown  by  Mr.  J.  Murray. 
The  Dromore  reaches  of  the  Lagan  were  in  fine 
order  all  the  week,  but  the  same  causes  prevented 
sport,  and  coarse  fishing  on  the  lower  reaches  was 
very  indifferent.  The  trout  in  the  Kilroot,  Inver, 
etc.,  are  scarcely  worth  catching  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  and  the  same  remark  applies  to  most  of  the 
small  streams  of  the  Antrim  coast.  The  anglers 
who  took  out  licences  to  fish  Woodburn  Dams  last 
year  have  memorialised  the  Belfast  Water  Com- 
missioners to  restock  middle  Woodburn,  the  stcck 
having  greatly  diminished.  The  memorial  was 
signed  by  over  eighty  anglers. 


"THE  JAPAN  OF  THE  WORLD." 


Ten  years  ago  it  was  improper  to  speak  of  Japan 
as  a  world  power  ;  it  was  then  fitting  to  treat  of 
her,  as  Norman  did  in  one  chapter  of  liis  "  Real 
Japan,"  under  the  caption  of  "  Japan  as  an  Eastern 
Power."  But,  as  already  pointed  out,  it  was  her 
overwhelming  defeat  of  China  that  at  least  expedit^ed 
her  formal  and  nominal  recognition  in  the  comity 
of  nations.  The  new  treaties  which  formulated 
this  recognition  went  into  effect  in  1899,  from  which 
date  it  may  be  eminently  proper  to  begin  a  seventh 
period,  that  of  "  Cosmopolitanism,"  in  the  history 
of  New  Japan.  And  by  Japan's  successes  in  the 
second  war  with  China  arising  out  of  the  Boxer 
troubles,  she  confirmed  her  claim  to  recognition  as 
a  world  power  ;  and  this  recognition  was  completed 
through  the  Anglo-Japanese  Alliance  of  1902.  Not 
many  years  ago  the  ideal  was  still  such  a  narrow 
theme  as  "  The  Japan  of  the  Japanese  "'  ;  then  the 
vision  widened  out  so  as  to  include  "'  The  Japan  of 
Asia";  but  now  the  horizon  is  unlimited  and 
extends  to  "  The  Japan  of  the  World." — From  "  A 
Handbook  of  Modern  Japan,"  by  Ehxest  W. 
Clement. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS; 

H.  C.  R.  —  The  c'ose  time  for  pike  and  perch 
fishing  on  the  river  Lea  is  from  Marcii  15  to  Aug.  1 
(both  inclusive).  You  may  fish  for  graylmg, 
gudgeon,  dace,  bleak,  and  minnow  up  to  March  30. 
¥or  other  fish  the  close  time  is  from  April  1  to 
June  30  {both  inclusive). 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitor^ 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

MATERIALS  FOR  FLY  BODIES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  the  query  of  your 
coriespondent  "Gnat,"  who  quotes  a  letter  from 
Mr.  F.  Malcolm,  may  I  point  out  that  my  letter  of 
March  1883,  which  was  reproduced  in  your  issue  of 
Jan.  23,  cannot  have  been  read  very  carefully. 
What  I  said  was,  "  india-rubber,  not  boot  elastic — 
which  is  generally  too  dark  and  opaque — but  light- 
coloured,  yellowish  brown  stuff  from  a  piece  of 
webbing  from  a  pair  of  braces,  but  it  must  not  be 
vulcanised  rubber.  Since  then  we  have  taken  to 
cutting  fine  strips  from  light-coloured  bottle 
rubber." 

Again,  another  correspondent,  "  Alton,"  seem?  to 
take  exception  to  my  phrase  "  true  to  nature."  By 
separating  these  words  from  their  context  he  has 
made  them  bear  a  significance  not  intended.  I  was 
speaking  of  a  particular  style  of  tying  "a  few 
delicate  ephemerals,"  and  said,  "  there  is  absolutely 
no  advantage  whatever  in  the  detached  body  except 
in  so  far  as  it  is  semi-transparent  and  lifelike."  At 
that  time  I  used  to  receive  specimens  of  "detached 
bodied  flies"  from  professionals  who  had  evidently 
missed  the  point  altogether.  Some  of  these  flies 
had  long  projecting  bodies,  half  aji  inch  or  more  in 
length,  made  of  stifl  unyielding  material  ;  and,  in 
short,  there  was  nothing  lifelike  about  them.  I  was 
uttering  a  protest  against  this  misuse  of  the  detached 
bodied  idea,  and  trying  to  point  out  that  the  raison 
d'etre  of  the  detached  bodied  style  of  duns  was  their 
close  resemblance  to  nature  in  the  case  of  certain 
flies,  always  in  request,  and  always  difficult  to 
imitate.  When  I  am  fishing  with  an  Olive  Dun  I 
like  my  pattern  to  be  as  "  true  to  nature "  as 
possible,  but  that  does  not  prevent  me  from  recog- 
nising the  killing  powers  of  many  other  flies,  such 
as  the  Wickbam  and  Red  Tag,  which,  with  no  pre- 
tensions to  lifelike  imitation,  have  brought  me  the 
best  of  sport  in  all  kinds  of  water  and  in  all  sorts  of 
weather. — Yours  truly,  H.  S.  Hall. 

THE  DEE  TACKLE. 

Dear  Mr.  Maeston, — Kindly  give  me  space  for 
a  few  words  about  the  Dee  tackle.  One  of  your 
correspondents  says  that  it  was  Blacklaws,  the 
famous  rod-maker  of  Kincardine  O'Neil,  who  in- 
vented it  and  first  introduced  it  to  the  Dee.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  was  Mr.  Digby  Cayley  who  first 
took  the  Dee  tackle  to  Ballater  in  or  about  1867. 
It  was  on  April  1  that  he  arrived  there,  taking  with 
him  as  an  experiment  a  tin  of  fifty  big  minnows,  two 
and  a  half  to  three  inches  in  length — "  Y''orkshire 
Greys,"  as  he  always  called  them — and  meeting  with 
phenomenal  success,  patterns  of  his  tackle  were 
begged  from  him  right  and  left  by  the  Deeside 
anglers,  and  its  use  spread  with  great  rapidity. 
Mr.  Cayley  devised  the  tackle  from  a  very  old  York- 
shire trout  tackle  sometimes  used  with  one  small 
triangle,  sometimes  with  two.  When  trouting  in 
the  Tweed,  Mr.  Cayley  so  frequently  hooked  salmon 
with  this  fine  tackle,  which  always  broke  him,  that 
he  set  to  work  and  devised  the  present  Dee  tackle, 
which  was  but  the  Yorkshire  trout  tackle  tied  on 
salmon  gut  with  somewhat  larger  triangles,  with  an 
improved  lead. 

As  to  who  was  the  original  inventor  of  this  trout 
tackle,  it  is  a  matter  that  is  lost  in  obscurity.  Mr. 
Cayley  gave  me  the  tackle  the  season  following  its 
introduction  to  the  Dee.  I  subsequently  took  it  to 
the  Spey,  and  was  the  first  to  us«  it  there,  and 
though  ten  times  more  deadly  than  the  fly  in  the 
spring,  I  found  that  the  fly  invariably  beat  it  in 
the  autumn.  Nearly  every  very  keen  angler  with 
a  few  years  of  experience  has  invented  some  little 
dodge  or  other  for  his  own  comfort  or  success 
which  he  does  not  at  once  proclaim  from  the 
house  top  or  patent.  No  angler  could  pass  days  on 
the  banks  of  a  river  in  the  company  of  such  devotees 
of  the  rod  as  the  late  Sir  Sandford  Graham,  Major 
Traherne,  Viscount  Stormont,  Colonel  John  Har- 
greaves,  Mr.  Turner  Farley,  Colonel  Murray,  of 
Polmaise,  and  Colonel  Rocice  (the  recent  victim  of 
a  cab  accident),  or  with  such  living  authorities  as 
Sir  Richard  Waldie  Griffith,  Major  Robert  Sandeman, 
Sir  John  Edwards  Moss;  Messrs.  Digby  Cayley, 
George  Whitehead,  E.  Brydges  Willyams,  Percy 
Laming,  and  H.  Hodges  ;  Colonel  Cornwall 
Legh,   and   Lord  Granville  Gordon,   and  many 


others  that  I  know  of  only  by  repute,  without 
learning  from  each  some  little  wrinkle  not  generally 
known  and  which  they  have  modestly  kept  to 
themselves,  though  readily  placing  it  at  the  disposal 
of  any  inquirer  they  have  met. — Yours  truly, 
Jan.  31,  1904.  Augustus  Grimble. 

WIRE  WET-FLY  DROPPER  LINKS. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  my  note  on  wire 
droppers  recently.  I  send  you  another  sample 
of  a  way  to  attach  these  to  casts,  one  which  would 
admit  of  their  being  changed  if  fixed  to  the  fly.  It 
is  simply  to  copy  the  form  of  a  used  gut,  looped, 
dropper,  and  can  be  done  by  twisting  a  loop  on  the 
wire  and  looping  this  on  to  a  piece  of  the  same,  or 
rather  stronger  wire,  representing  the  cast,  then 
drawing  tight,  which  in  the  case  of  steel  wire  un- 
softened — as  in  the  sample — will  require  some  force. 
The  gut  of  the  casting  line  can  then  be  passed 
through  the  small  turned  part  of  the  loop  and  over 
the  fly  in  the  usual  way.  The  fixture  of  the  wire  to 
either  eyed  or  blind  flies  is  not  difficult.  Common 
soft  binding  wire  is  easy  to  manipulate,  but  is 
slightly  thicker  than  the  sample,  and  is  stronger 
than  any  gut  I  have  seen  of  the  same  thickness. 

A  wire  link  of  the  kind  seems  to  be  just  what  is 
required  to  make  the  hooking  of  Morris's  form  of 
hook  as  certain  as  that  of  any  other  on  account  of 


the  rigidity  of  the  wire,  and  this  might  increase  the 
certainty  of  hooking  with  other  kinds.  Thin  steel 
wire  of  softer  temper  than  that  of  the  mandoline 
string  I  have  used  could  doubtless  be  obtained,  or 
links  ready  made  could  be  suppUed  by  tackle 
makers.  Wire  is  liable  to  rust  in  time,  but  rusty 
wire  may  be  stronger  than  gut,  and  if  it  bends  can 
be  easily  straightened.  Against  the  light  of  the 
sky  both  wire  and  gut  look  dark,  and  in  other 
positions  steel  wire  is  hardly,  if  at  all,  more  visible 
than  stained  or  shiny  gut.  The  idea  is  one  of  such 
evident  simplicity  that  it  will  probably  have 
presented  itself  to  others  already. — Yours  truly, 

Veytaux,  Jan.  31.  Benwyan. 

["Benwyan's"  plan  of  putting  the  wire  dropper  on 
the  cast  seems  to  be  a  good  one.  I  think  the  diffi- 
culty as  regards  the  Morris  eyed  hook  with  steel 
tail  is  that  the  latter  (on  which  part  of  the  body  of 
the  fly  is  dressed)  stioks  out  and  is  in  the  way,  and 
unless  a  fish  takes  in  the  lot  the  fly  is  simply  pushed 
away  or  only  the  tail  part  taken.  In  the  eighties  I 
brought  out  an  eyed  hook  like  Mr.  Morris's,  only 
with  "the  hook  at  the  end  of  the  tail,  but  I  found  it 
answered  no  better  than  an  ordinary  hook.— Ed.] 

THE  RIGHT  AND  WRONG  WAY  OF  SALMON 
FLY  CASTING. 
Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  th9  article  "On 
Salmon  Fi?hing  in  Canada"  in  yours  of  Jan.  30,  I 
waited  until  last]  week's  issue  to  see  whether  some 
abler  pen  would  have  made  an  exception  to  the 
direction  given  therein  regarding  casting.  The 
article  reads  : — *'  Since  casting  was  towards  the  left 
the  rod  was  thrown  behind  the  right  shoulder,  the 
richt  hand  above  the  reel,  and  the  left  upon  the 
butt."  And  then  when  describing  casting  to  the 
right : — "  He  now  changes  hands,  grasping  the  butt 
with  his  right  hand,  the  left  above  the  reel,  and 
throwing  his  rod  over  the  left  shoulder." 

I  should  like  to  hear  the  opinion  of  someone 
who  knows  anything  of  salmon  fishing  which  is 
th?  right  and  which  is  the  wrong  way.  I  maintain 
that  the  proper  way  of  manipulating  a  cast,  when 
fishing  towards  the  left,  is  to  throw  or  bring  your 
rod  behind  the  left  shoulder,  that  is,  of  course, 
with  the  left  hand  extended  above  the  right  one, 
and  when  casting  towards  the  right  to  bring  the 
rod  over  your  right  shoulder,  in  which  case  the 
hands  are  reversed. 

It  may  be  that  some  fishers  do  not  fish  a  left- 
handed  cast,  and  in  such  a  case,  when  fishing 
towards  the  left,  an  excuse  may  be  made  for  bringing 
the  rod  over  the  right  shoulder  with  the  hands  in 
their  proper  place,  but  to  bring  the  rod  over  the 
left  shoulder  with  their  right  hand  uppermost  when 
fishing  towards  the  right  is  surely  a  reverse  way  of 
the  right  thing  altogether.  What  do  some  of  your 
readers  say  ?— Yours  truly,  C.  L.  Rosenvinge. 
Newcastle, 

[It  is  not  the  right  way,  os  a  ride, to  cast  from  abank 
or  when  wading  in  the  manner  Mr.  Wells  describes, 
but  in  Canadian  salmon  fishing  when  sitting  on  a 
box  in  a  canoe  it  is  certainly  the  best  plan  to  make 
the  cast  to  the  right-hand  side  of  the  stream  with 
the  left  hand  above  the  reel  and  light  holding  the 
butt,  as  it  saves  screwing  the  body  round.  You 
cannot  take  liberties  in  a  canoe  as  you  can  in  a 
big  boat.    Of  course  if  a  man  sitting  on  a  box 


prefers  to  cast  with  the  right  hand  to  the  right  side 
there  is  no  law  against  it.  It  is  purely  a  matter  for 
individual  judgment.  Personally,  I  cast  with  the 
left  arm  above  reel  when  casting  from  the  right 
bank  (facing  down  stream,  of  course),  but  I  often 
change  to  the  right  arm  above  the  reel  simply  for 
relief.  It  is  not  easy  to  say  that  any  style  of  fly 
casting  is  absolutely  correct.  If  two  men  by  different 
methods,  which  they  prefer  to  other  methods,  get 
their  fly  to  the  desired  spot  all  right  and  kill  their 
fish  equally  well,  it  is  my  humble  opinion  that  both 
methods  are  right. — Ed.] 

BUTTON  FOR  REELS,  WIRE  LINKS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — The  fine  wire  which  "  Penk  "  inquires 
about,  and  which  I  used,  is  the  finest  steel  mando- 
line string,  sold  on  wooden  reels  like  those  for  thread 
in  music-shops  at  Montreux.  If  I  wanted  it  in 
England  I  should  apply  to  Messrs.  Hardy,  Alnwick, 
or  to  Messrs.  Allcock,  Redditch.  You  have  samples 
already,  and  I  enclose  another  for  "  Penk."  His 
fixture  for  reel-lines  reminds  me  of  a  very  similar 
but  metal  button — a  German  invention  I  believe —  ■■ 
to  rivet  to  the  upper  part  of  a  laced  boot  by  aid  of  a 
powerful  pincers.  A  single  leather  thong  like  a  por- 
poise lace  is  used,  and  one  full  turn  round  the  . 
V-shaped  shank  or  space  between  the  button  and 
the  boot  wedges  the  lace  so  securely  that  a  knot 
is  unnecessary  and  it  never  moves  till  released,  which 
is  done  at  once  with  the  fingers.  I  had  such  buttons 
fixed  to  my  fishing-boots  by  a  shoemaker  in  Territet, 
and  they  have  given  entire  satisfaction.  To  pre- 
vent the  evil  "  Penk  "  complains  of  I  leave  a  bit  of 
the  line  unwound,  and  take  a  hitch  or  two  with  it 
round  the  reel  handle,  so  as  to  stop  this  from 
revolving. 

In  the  very  interesting  letter  of  "  Alton  "  the 
application  of  Darwin's  theory  is  most  ingenious, 
but  while  it  is  certain  that  all  the  varied  imitations 
of  flies  cannot  possibly  resemble  Nature,  if  the 
writer's  suggestion  can  be  somewhat  extended,  it 
would  follow  that  bad  imitations  of  natural  flies 
ought  to  be  the  best  to  fish  with.  Notwithstanding 
that  temptation  would  seem  to  originate  in  some 
resemblance,  the  fact  remains  that  fish  do  take  lures 
more  or  less  unlike  Nature,  perhaps  more  on  account 
of  resemblance  of  form  than  of  colour,  as  illustrated 
by  Sir  H.  Maxwell's  red  May  FUes,  though  salmon 
flies  may  be  outlaws  beyond  the  pale  of  reasoning  as 
yet. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan.  j 

Veytaux. 


SPECIALLY  PREPARED  FINE  WIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  was  much  interested  in  "  Penk's  ' 
button  for  end  of  reel  line  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  6,, 
and  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  him  Mr.  Gabb's 
address,  92,  Snow  Hill,  Birmingham,  where  he  can 
obtain  the  fine  steel  wire,  and  if  I  remember  rightly, 
I  gave  this  address  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  about 
nine  months  ago  ;  and  I  also  gave  the  address  of  a 
spring  maker  who  makes  a  swan  beak  spring,  which 
I  find  admirable  for  carrying  gafi  or  landing  net  by 
whipping  a  small  curtain  ring  to  landing  handle, 
then  sew  swan  spring  to  a  forked  strap  attached  to 
shoulder  strap.  But  by  no  means  is  this  spring 
made  expressly  for  the  angler,  but  for  an  entirely 
different  purpose.  G.  H.  Twigg,  6  and  7,  Ludgate- 
hill,  Birmingham,  is  the  maker. — Yours  truly. 

Staffs.  C.  C. 


BRIDGE-SHAPED  WIRE  RINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — Rings  of  the  above  description — 
shaped  so  as  to  afiord  nothing  for  the  line  to  catch 
round  when  in  use — date  back,  as  Mr,  Cholmondeley ' 
Pennell  correctly  quotes  us,  namely,  "  to  the  early 
fifties."  Whether  a  wire  made  or  a  solid  ring  is. 
best  is  a  matter  of  individual  preference.  The  wire 
ring  is  light  in  weight  and  extremely  strong.  It  is 
thoroughly  efficient  in  use,  and  it  has  advantages 
also  on  the  score  of  being  less  in  price.  It  suits  our 
customers,  amongst  whom  we  can  name  some  of 
the  highest  authorities.  In  writing  on  the  subject 
of  bridge  rings  in  your  last  impression,  Messrs. 
Hardy  quote  from  their  catalogue  to  the  effects 
that  in  their  belief  they  have  "  settled  the  vexed 
question  of  rings  for  all  kinds  of  rods,  at  least 
for  our  time."  There  is  no  finality  in  anything 
appertaining  to  angling  gear,  and  rod  rings  are  no 
exception.  We  hope  before  long  to  place  upon  the 
market  a  ring  that  wQl  be  a  distinct  advance  on 
anything  hitherto  introduced. — Yours  truly, 

Ashbourne,  Feb.  10.  Foster  Bros. 

A  WORD  FOR  THE  OTTER. 
Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  enclose  you  an  interesting 
article  from  the  Yorkshire  Post  anent  our  spawning 
season  here.  I  could  not  help  correcting  the  state- 
ment that  otters  were  no  good  and  not  hunted,  and 
wonder  if  you  have  a  good  word  for  the  "  varmint." 
Here  we  do  not  ruthlessly  destroy  all  the  hawk 
tribe  on  the  moors  as  formerly,  as  they  take  their 
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tithe  with  so  much  benefit  to  the  preserver  of  grouse 
in  that  they  kill  ofl  the  badly  pricked  and  most 
imsuitable  of  the  breeding  stock,  which  mortal  man 
is  unable  to  discriminate  and  kill  off,  even  though 
described  at  times  as  having  a  "  hawk-like  eye." 
Disease  is  much  less  prevalent  now  than  it  used  to 
be,  and  there  are  many  more  grouse  on  the  same 
acreage.  A  bad  season  is  the  result  of  late  frosts 
and  snows,  not  vermin.  Can't  we  fishermen  apply 
these  facts  to  fish  Ufe  1  "  The  survival  of  the 
fittest  "  is  well  exemplified  in  the  river  Lune,  if  the 
otters  be  as  numerous  as  they  say  they  are,  by  the 
-  increased  number  of  trout  the  last  two  seasons. 
The  Bela,  select  and  noted  Uttle  river  as  it  is,  has 
more  otters  on  it  than  the  Lime.  WTiere  there  are 
otters  there  are  trout  in  numbers,  and  if  the  otters 
are  removed,  I  don't  see  how  fishermen  are  going 
to  destroy  the  vmsuitable  spawners.  "  Otter  doth 
not  Uve  by  trout  alone,"  and  anyone  wanting  to 
know  what  they  will  eat,  can  have  the  same,  no 
doubt,  by  applying  to  C.  W.  Wilson,  Esq.,  Rigmaden, 
Kirkby  Lonsdale  (of  rainbow  fame),  who  used  to 
have  one  of  his  otters  in  the  drawing-room  at  after- 
noon tea  (I  don't  claim  that  they  eat_tea  and 
muffins),  or  M.  Bromley  Wilson,  Esq.,  Dallam 
Tower,  Milnthorpe,  or  Mr.  Robt.  Troughton,  of 
Kendal  (Bobbie),  who  often  had  an  otter  following 
at  his  heels  in  the  streets  there. 

We  read  in  the  Yorkshire  Post  that  "  they  have 
become  numerous  and  bold,"  and  though  I  do  not 
expect  to  see  them  drinking  fish  four-arf  at  the  Jolly 
Angler,  turning  their  backs  on  the  landlords'  re- 
nowned terrier  "  Turk,"  because  he  left  an  eye  and 
half  an  ear  in  the  last  "  holt  "  he  was  in,  or  even 
appearing  brazen-facedly  before  the  bench,  as 
passive  resisters  to  the  rating,  assessed  on  them  by 
fishermen,  still  I  do  expect  to  see  a  few  more 
"  marks  "  before  I  can  beUeve  in  their  numbers, 
and  when  I  look  for  them  it  is  on  the  day  when 
fresh  '■  marks  "  are  to  be  seen,  not  when  that 
human  otter  goes  forth  with  a  little  pot  full  of 
salmon  roe,  or  when  the  water  has  fined  down  to 
minnow,  or  still  later  when  all  is  dead  low  a  week 
hence,  but  when  the  fly  has  to  alight  on  the  water 
to  catch  fish,  and  the  sand-banks  at  known  landing 
spots  are  bare,  and  have  not  the  solitary  evidence, 
augmented  by  the  terrier's  pads,  of  a  few  days' 
constitutionals,  ratting  and  water -henning. 

You,  sir,  I  take  it,  are  liberally  minded  on  all 
forms  of  sport,  and  will  not  say,  put  down  by  trap, 
poison,  or  gun,  that  otter,  about  whose  habits,  food, 
and  the  good  that  he  does  with  his  little  fur-covered 
sanatorium  for  consumptives  (not  the  open  air 
treatment,  alas  !)  are  so  little  known  about,  when 
your  own  particular  line  of  sport  was  in  a  better 
condition  than  had  been  the  case  for  certainly 
thirty  years  previous. 

Please  Mr.  Editor,  put  one  good  word  in  for  my 
little  friend,  who  so  ably  guards  himself  from  the 
imfavourable  eye  of  the  fisherman  but  not  the 
accusations  levelled  against  him. 

I  trust  this  letter  will  not  get  much  abuse,  as  I 
don't  want  to  "  scrap  "  in  your  interesting  and 
instructive  journal,  and  if  it  does  raise  ire  in  any 
fisherman's  heart,  such  is  not  my  intention,  and  I 
apologise  now.  Many  may  say,  "  Great  ass,  what 
does  he  know  about  it  ?  "  Well,  sir,  not  half  as 
much  about  the  river  and  its  denizens  as  is  to  be 
learnt  were  life  and  opportunity  long  enough, 
though  for  over  thirty  years  I  have  given  more 
application  to  that  than  anything  else,  I  think  ; 
and  oh,  that  wrist,  and  knee  at  times,  and  often  all 
over  ! — Yours  truly,  Oliver  Procteb. 

[I  have  referred  to  Mr.  Procter's  letter  and  the 
article  in  a  note. — Ed.] 

PARALLEL  OR  SUCTION  FERRULES. 

Dear  Sib, — Rea<iing  the  letter  of  your  correspon- 
dent. Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov,  gives  one  the  idea 
that  the  Baron  is  under  the  impression  that  there 
is  something  wonderful  or  some  new  great  discovery 
in  the  "  parallel  ferrule."  Of  course  "  parallel 
ferrules  "  are  commonly  fitted  by,  at  any  rate,  we 
should  say  most  of  the  better  class  houses  in  the 
fishing  tackle  trade.  Personally,  we  never  fit  any- 
thing else,  and  even  the  commonest  rods  we  make  at 
£1  Is.  have  "parallel,"  or  wliat  is  described  as 
suction  joints.  They  may  either  have  the  dowel  at 
the  end,  or  be  without  it  as  the  American  rods  are. 

Then,  speaking  of  lock-fast  joints,  these  rods  are 
fitted  suction — that  is,  "  parallel  " — before  the 
locking  arrangements  are  put  on,  so  that  the 
locking  arrangements,  whatever  they  may  be,  are 
simply  adjuncts  to  the  joint  to  make  it  further 
secure. 

It  is  a  very  common  exi)erience  with  us  to  have 
rods  with  "  parallel "  fitted  joints  sent  to  have  lock- 
fast joints  fitted  in  their  places. 

As  to  his  desire  that  pins  should  be  avoided  in 
fastening  the  ferrules  on  to  a  rod,  we  are  glad  again 
to  inform  him  that  this  is  done,  and  that  we  never 
put  a  pin  into  our  cane-built  rods. 


The  split-end  ferrules,  as  he  says,  undoubtedly 
hold  the  ferrules  to  a  large  extent,  but  w'e  do  not 
depend  entirely  upon  that. — Yours  truly, 

Hardv  Brothers. 


THE  DARLEY  DALE  CLUB  WATER. 

Dear  Marston, — In  your  editorial  note  from 
Derbyshire  this  week,  you  say  "  Red  Ant,"  writing 
in  the  Daily  Telegraph  (ought  not  this  to  be  Sheffield 
Daily  Telegraph  ?)  says,  etc.  But,  however,  this 
is  not  to  the  point.  "  Red  Ant  "  is  probably 
correct  about  the  falling  off  in  the  stock  of  grayling 
below  Darley  Bridge,  and  no  wonder.  The  Darley 
Dale  Club  have  generously  granted  tickets  on 
small  payment  to  natives  and  also  to  visitors 
staying  in  the  hotels  and  hydros  to  bottom  fish 
this  lower  portion  of  their  water. 

Now,  how  has  this  privilege  in  many  cases  been 
treated  ?  A  number  of  pot-hunting  natives,  who 
sell  what  they  catch,  have  watched  their  opportunity 
as  far  as  condition  of  water  is  concerned,  baited  up 
the  different  swims,  and  fished  them  to  depletion. 

Add  to  this  that  the  district  simply  reeks  with 
poachers,  and  you  have  the  whole  case  in  a  nutshell. 

What  are  we  to  do  ?  I  am  speaking,  of  course, 
as  a  member  of  the  committee.  The  pubs,  the 
hotels,  the  hydros,  all  buy  these  fish.  I  had  a  report 
a  short  time  ago  that  a  well-known  old  lady  was 
seen  going  round  Matlock  with  two  good-sized 
market  baskets  full  of  these  fish,  and  she  did  not 
go  far  before  her  baskets  were  empty. 

This  last  season  one  of  our  open  portions  (we  are 
a  good  deal  wooded,  fortunately)  was  netted  by 
poachers,  and  they  boasted  they  had  taken  601b.  of 
grayling  of?  this  short  bit,  and  I  have  reason  to 
believe  the  weight  is  correct. 

Our  keepers  do  their  duty  as  far  as  they  can, 
but  they  cannot  be  everywhere  both  day  and  night. 

The  Darley  Dale  Club  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  respectable  in  the  county.  We  have  a  very 
pretty  and  interesting  length  of  the  Derwent  (some 
six  miles),  and  have  spent  a  very  considerable  sum 
in  restocking  the  water  from  time  to  time.  The 
members,  who  number  thirty,  have  twenty  day 
tickets  each  at  their  disposal,  and  these  have  been 
given  freely  to  applicants  and  friends  whom  they 
thought  would  treat  the  privilege  as  gentlemen  and 
sportsmen.  But  even  here  great  liberties  have 
been  taken.  The  club  is  being  thoroughly  aroused, 
and  some  very  drastic  measures  are  likely  to  take 
place  before  another  season  opens.  A  special 
meeting  of  the  committee  and  members  is  being 
called,  and  will  be  held  in  a  few  days. — -Yours 
truly,  Thos.  J.  Hodson. 

Nottingham. 


A  NOTE  FROM  DUBLIN. 

Dear  Sir, — Re  your  query  at  the  foot  of  the 
above  in  last  week's  Fishing  Oazetle,  the  season  at 
Woodburn  did  not  open  till  Feb.  1,  and  consequently 
the  paragraph  about  rising  trout  could  not  mean 
that  they  were  being  caught.  The  last  days  of 
January  were  very  mild,  and  trout  were  observed 
breaking  the  water  in  Upper  Woodburn.  I  should 
think  that  trout  caught  in  January  could  only  be 
utilised  for  studies  in  anatomy. — Yours  truly, 

Belfast.  March  Brown. 

P.S. — Saturday  Night  is  published  in  this  city,  not 
in  Dublin. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  IRELAND  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
let  me  know  of  a  good,  inexpensive  river,  or  a 
stretch  of  river,  for  salmon  fishing  for  August  and 
September,  with  a  small  house  near  by,  in  Ireland, 
with  particulars  of  cost,  etc.  ? — Yours  truly, 

Ridgeways,  Hindhead,  H.  R.  Barker. 

Haslemere. 


FISHING  ON  THE  RIBBLE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if 
either  you  or  any  of  your  readers  would  furnish  me 
with  a  little  information  regarding  the  following  : — 
Where  could  I  obtain  a  trout  licence  to  fish  the 
river  Ribble  in  Lancashire,  and  what  are  the  most 
likely  places  to  get  free  fishing  (unmolested).  Have 
made  inquiries  several  times,  but  cannot  get  any 
information  regarding  the  above. — -Yours  trulj', 

Wharncliffe-street,  Lord-street,  Ramblgr. 
Hindley,  near  Wigan,  Lanes. 

DETACHABLE  ROD  RINGS  OR  GUIDES. 

Dear  Sir, — Following  the  article  which  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  2,  with  cut  and 
description  of  a  detachable  line  guide  for  fishing 
rods,  you  mentioned  as  its  chief  drawback  the 
liability  of  the  line  to  catch  in  one  of  the  guide  ends 
as  it  falls  back  upon  the  rod,  and  it  is  to  avoid  this 
great  drawback  snake,  bridge,  and  similar  guides 
are  used  in  England.    In  my  experience  with  the 


u.se  of  rods  of  various  atyles  this  objection  lias  never 
happened  that  I  can  recall ;  the  chief  aniioj'ance, 
I  think,  occurs  when  the  end  of  the  line  carrying 
the  hook  is  drawn  back  to  the  butt  of  the  rod,  as 
when  taking  off  a  fish  or  readjusting  the  bait.  In 
that  case  the  slightest  movement  of  the  butt  will 
very  often  cause  the  slack  part  of  the  line  to  wrap 
itself  around  the  rod,  and  to  disengage  it  the  rod  is 
rotated  in  the  opposite  way  till  freed  from  the  line. 
The  same  thing  would  occur  with  a  rod  having  iu> 
guides  whatever.  There  are  many  guides  made  on 
the  sliding  off  principle  more  cumbersome  than 
useful,  and  in  nearly  all  cases  the  part  of  the  line 
that  is  threaded  through  the  rings  is  the  best  guard 
and  protection  against  the  remaining  part  being 
caught  in  the  rings.  I  think  my  invention  is  less 
liable  to  catch  up  the  line  than  any  other,  from  the 
fact  that  the  rod  can  be  mounted  for  double  guides 
and  still  be  used  with  a  single  set  of  rings,  doing 
away  with  one  half  of  the  obstruction.  The  snake 
guide  referred  to  I  have  never  used,  therefore  cannot 
speak  from  experience,  though  I  can  see  many 
defects,  particularly  in  casting  from  the  reel.  The 
loop  which  forms  the  guide  is  not  at  a  right 
angle  to  the  axis  of  the  rod,  and  would 
be  apt  to  cause  kinking  of  the  line  between 
the  reel  and  first  guide.  The  loop  of  guide  being 
open  on  the  inside,  where  it  is  secured  to  the  rod, 
brings  the  line  in  contact  with  the  wood  and  silk 
whipping  as  it  passes  through  the  guides  in  making 
the  cast,  and  there  is  nothing  to  protect  the  whipping 
from  being  cut  or  worn  out  as  the  line  is  rurming 
through.  It  is  to  avoid  this  great  drawback  that 
we  use  raised  guides  in  America — I  mean  guides 
raised  from  the  rod  so  as  to  prevent  the  line  coming 
in  contact  with  and  destroying  the  whipping.  One 
more  remark  concerning  the  snake  guide — it  is  not 
circular  in  form,  and  consequently  the  two  ends 
that  join  the  rod  form  an  angle  front  and  rear 
between  the  whipping,  and  the  line  in  running 
through,  it  appears  to  me,  is  apt  to  wedge  itself  in 
those  angles. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  from  actual  test 
I  believe  my  guide  to  have  all  the  good  qualities  of 
the  best,  with  its  other  advantages  thrown  in. — 
Yours  truly,  E.  C.  Catiley. 


AMERICAN    METHOD    OF    BAIT  CASTING 
FROM  THE  REEL. 

Dear  Sir, — The  long  reluctance  of  anglers  abroad 
to  try  the  superior  American  method  of  bait-casting 
from  the  reel,  brings  to  mind  the  old  saying, 
"  When  ignorance  is  bliss,  'tis  folly  to  be  wise. 
This  in  theory  may  be  all  right,  but  in  reality 
anglers  will  find  that  much  of  the  bUss  offered  on 
such  terms  will  be  lacking  in  substance. 

Of  the  way  this  theory  sometimes  works,  the 
following  incident,  which,  as  we  say  here,  is  one 
on  one  of  my  own  countrymen,"  is  a  good  example. 

The  late  William  A.  Smith,  when  my  older  brother 
was  a  boy,  took  him  to  Henryville,  Pa.,  on  his  first 
trout-fishing  trip.  While  there,  they  met  by  ap- 
pointment the  late  Thaddeus  Norris,  the  well-known 
author  of  "  American  Fish  Culture  "  and  "  The 
American  Angler's  Book,"  and  one  of  the  earliest 
makers  of  split  bamboo  rods.  He  was  an  old  and 
intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Smith,  so  the  outing  was 
most  enjoyable  to  my  brother,  who  never  tires  of 
talking  of  it  to  this  day.  Before  they  parted  Mr. 
Norris  promised  to  present  a  fine  fly-rod  and  reel 
of  his  own  make  to  my  brother,  so  his  cup  of  happi- 
ness was  full  to  over-flowing,  and  he  felt  very  proud, 
as  anyone  might  be  of  the  honour.  After  he  re- 
turned home  and  the  rod  and  reel  arrived,  his  one 
desire  seemed  to  be  to  reciprocate  the  comphment 
in  some  suitable  way,  and  after  some  thought  my 
father  decided  that  a  fine  oil  painting,  one  of 
several  we  had  by  the  late  H.  L.  Rolfe,  of  two 
life-size  large  brown  trout,  lying  one  across  the 
other  on  the  bank  of  a  stream,  would  be  a  very 
appropriate  acknowledgment  to  the  courtesies  ilr. 
Norris  had  shown  my  brother. 

As  the  express  service  was  not  so  good  in  those 
days  as  now,  and  having  an  appointment  to  meet 
Mr.  Norris  about  that  time,  Mr.  Smith  kindly 
offered  to  deliver  the  framed  picture. 

When  he  returned,  much  to  the  amazement  of  ua 
all,  he  stated  that  Mr.  Norris  had  ridiculed  the 
picture,  claiming  the  fish  were  never  intended  for 
any  trout  that  ever  lived — that  no  trout  ever  had 
such  looking  spots — that  he  had  caught  too  many 
trout  to  be  fooled  so  easily,  and  that  he  would  give 
the  picture  to  Mr.  Smith  if  he  would  take  it.  Just 
imagine  the  gift  of  one  of  H.  L.  Rolfe's  trout 
pictiu-es  being  refused  by  an  angler !  The  result 
was  that  Mr.  Smith  was  prevailed  on  by  my  father 
and  brother  to  keep  the  picture,  and  now  it  probably 
is  in  the  possession  of  some  member  of  his  family 
in  Trenton,  New  Jersey.  The  Norris  rod  and  reel 
did  good  service,  and  are  yet  in  my  brother's 
possession,  and  greatly  prized  as  souvenirs  of  this 
incident  and  of  so  well  known  an  angler. 

It  was  many  years  after  tliis  occurred  that. 
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according  to  the  late  I'i'ed.  Mather,  btoWn  troUt 
eggs  Were  sent  here  from  Germany  and  hatched  out, 
and  the  fry  or  fiah  distributed  as  Oerman  trout. 
Mr.  Norris  evidently  had  never  seen  or  heard  of 
any  such  fish,  and  consequently  concluded  that 
they  were  never  intended  to  represent  trout,  hence 
his  refusal  to  accept  tiie  picture,  even  as  a  gift. 

Now,  if  there  is  any  moral  to  the  story,  it  points 
to  the  importance  of  investigating  those  things  one 
knows  not  of,  even  though  one  agrees  fully  with 
the  sentiment  expressed  in  the  above  quotation. 
Therefore,  try  what  can  be  accomplished  by  the 
American  style  of  bait-casting  with  up-to-date 
tackle. — Yours  truly,  C.  G.  Levison. 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  U.S.A.,  Jan.,  1904. 

[The  moral  of  Mr.  Levison's  amusing  story  is 
obvious.  I  also  sent  a  fine  lot  of  English  trout 
eggs,  which  were  hatclied  and  distributed  by  Mr. 
Mather  many  years  ago.  The  colouring  and  spots 
of  tlie  fish  are  quite  different.  As  regards  American 
casting,  I  hear  from  tlie  Crystal  Palace  Exhibition 
authorities  that  American  anglers  are  to  compete 
in  fly  and  bait  casting. — Ed.] 

BOOK  ON  STANDARD  SALMON  FLIES. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  kind  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  inform  me  what  illustrated  book  is 
best  for  descriptions  of  and  dressings  of  the  standard 
salmon  flies  and  trout  flies,  who  is  the  author, 
publisher,  and  what  is  the  price  ? — Yours  truly, 

Sam  WlTHINGTON. 

[The  best  book  in  print  is  "  The  Salmon  Fly,"  by 
Mr.  Geo.  M.  Kelson.  It  gives  coloured  plates  and 
dressings  of  all  or  nearly  all  the  standard  patterns 
find  a  great  many  others.  Messrs.  Farlow  and  Co., 
191,  Strand,  can  supply  copies. — Ed.] 

FISHING  QUARTERS  IN  IRELAND  WANTED. 

Deab  Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
recommend  good  fishing  quarters  (salmon  and  sea 
and  brown  trout)  in  Ireland  for  month  of  August, 
and  oblige  ? — Yours  truly,       R.  B.  Chambers; 


FISHING  IN  THE  RIVER  LOUGHOR. 

De.'VR  Sir, — I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  would  inform  me  if  any  trout 
fishing  is  to  be  obtained  in  the  River  Loughor,  and 
if  so,  at  what  distance  from  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  what  bait  is  more  generally  used — -wet  fly,  dry 
fly,  or  spinning  with  natural  bait.  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation, — Yours  trvily, 

Swansea.  Welshman's  Button. 

THE  LONG  POOL  AT  BRENDON  ON  THE 
LYN— A  MOORLAND  SALMON  STREAM. 

Dear  Sir, — -A  friend  having  sent  me  your  paper 
of  Jan.  9,  containing  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wade,  and 
the  earlier  one  with  the  communication  of  "J.  D.  P.," 
I  am  tempted  to  add  a  few  lines  as  to  what  I  have 
seen  in  the  Long  Pool  (for  of  course  it  cannot  be 
supposed  that  any  other  than  the  Long  Pool  at 
Brendon,  near  Lynmouth,  is  referred  to),  prefacing 
that  my  knowledge  arises  from  a  study  of  the  spot 
weekly  for  ten  years,  and  in  September  and  October 
for  an  hour  at  a  time. 

I  have  often  in  these  months  seen  the  salmon 
rise  at  flies  and  take  them  in  the  air  as  the  insects 
flew  across  the  stream.  I  have  also  seen  the  fish 
pass  up  the  fall,  but  not  when  the  water  was  in 
any  degree  swollen  ;  then  they  round  tlie  fall  by 
wriggling  over  the  rocks  at  the  side,  which  they 
can  at  times  be  seen  doing  in  a  constant  stream. 

It  seems  a  distinction  without  a  difference,  but 
it  is  a  fact,  that  the  Long  Pool  is  on  the  Brendon 
water,  the  river  retaining  that  name  to  Watersmeet, 
where  it  becomes  the  East  Lyn. 

The  river  Lyn  is  only  the  few  yards  between 
Lynmouth  and  the  sea  from  the  junction  of  the 
East  and  West  Lyn. — Yours  truly,  A.  L.*  F. 

[There  is  no  doubt  salmon  will  rise  at  natural 
flies.  On  the  Spey  the  kelts  are  often  hooked  by 
trout  fishers  and  seen  rising  at  even  small  duns. 
I  have  had  salmon  fasten  on  to  my  trout  flies  both 
in  river  and  loch  fishing.  Would  "  A.  L.  F." 
kindly  say  if  he  has  seen  really  fresh-run  salmon 
come  in  from  the  ocean  already  red  or  coppery  or 
black  ?  I  always  thought  that  it  was  hanging 
about  in  brackish  water  or  fresh  water  that  put  the 
colour  on  the  fish. — Ed.] 


FINE  WIRE  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  "  B.  B.,"  Buxton,  in 
Letters  to  Editor  column  of  Jan.  30,  re  fine  wire 
hooks  for  fly  dressing,  I  have  pleasure  in  submitting 
for  your  inspection  three  fine  wire  hooks  that  I 
dross  flies  on.  I  have  dressed  scores  of  flies  on 
them,  and  have  not  had  any  complaints,  but  have 
had  many  compUmonts  paid  on  the  penetrating 
powers  of  them.  I  should  bo  pleased  to  send 
camples  aud  prices  to  "  B.  B."  or  any  other  gentle- 


man on  receipt  of  card.  The  hooks  are  made  to 
my  order  by  one  of  the  largest  and  best  houses  in 
the  trade.  I  would  Uke  your  opinion  on  them. — 
Yours  truly,  S.  Withinqton. 

17,  Catliarine-street,  Millom. 

[The  hooks  sent  are  excellent  in  temper  and  fine 
in  wire,  but  nothing  extraordinary  in  any  way. — 
Ed.] 

SPINNING  TACKLES  AND  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a 
controversy  in  your  columns  re  a  single  treble  hook 
spinning  flight.  I  cannot  conceive  anyone  in  Mr. 
Pennell'a  position  in  the  angling  world  being  un- 
acquiinted  with  this  simple  device.  It  is  certainly 
one  of  the  earliest  forms  of  spinning  tackle,  also 
threaded  from  the  mouth  ha^  been  used  as  a  gorge 
tackle.  As  to  the  needle,  Mr.  Naylor  disposes  of 
this  "  invention  "  effectively. 

In  your  last  issue,  a  correspondent,  under  the 
initials  "  B.  B.,"  complains  of  the  difficulty  of  getting 
extra  fine  wire  hooks  of  rehable  quality,  and  in  the 
course  of  his  letter  is  good  enough  to  remark, 
•'  Hutchinson's  could  doubtless  supply  such  a  hook, 
but  to  my  regret  I  could  not  induce  them  to  make 
me  a  range  of  six  sizes,  200  of  each,  even  at  a  stiff 
retail  price." 

I  do  not  write  in  any  meddlesome  spirit,  but  I 
should  like  to  know  why  anglers,  content  to  pay 
reasonable  figures  for  rods,  lines,  reels,  etc.,  regard 
4s.  to  4s.  6d.  per  gross  as  a  stiff  price  for  eyed  hooks 
which  are  acknowledged  as  in  a  class  by  themselves. 
This  ia  a  mystery  which  has  puzzled  generations 
of  Kendal  fish-hook  makers,  and  is  still  unsolved. 

I  can  assure  "B.  B."  that  it  was  not  from  more 
caprice  that  his  order  was  refused,  but  simply 
because  it  would  not  pay.  We,  hke  the  rest  of  the 
commercial  world,  are  in  business  for  (he  £  s.  d., 
and  making  eyed  hooks  to  specitd  patterns  in 
quantities  of  200  each  at  4s.  per  gross  leaves  nothing 
for  the  maker.  Every  season  biings  many  applica- 
tions for  these  fine  wired  hooks,  but  unfortunately 
every  angler  requires  a  special  pattern  of  his  own, 
and  we  cannot  make  parcels  of  these  merely  to 
supply  a  few  dozens.  In  other  cases  where  the 
quantities  are  right  we  are  told  the  price  is  too  high, 
and  as  we  very  seldom  quote  above  Is.  6d.  per  120 
for  tapered  trout  sizes,  and  4s.  per  gross  for  eyed 
hooks,  we  really  cannot  understand  why  ths  prices 
are  regarded  as  stiff. — Yours  truly, 

Kendal.  Chas.  Sutchinson. 


BAITS  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir,  —  If  your  esteemed  correspondent, 
"  Southport,"  would  kindly  communicate  with  me, 
I  should  be  very  pleased  to  forward  samples  of  my 
various  kinds  of  bait  for  S3a  fishing,  which  can  be 
used  forthwith,  or  kept  until  opportunity  offers. 
The  same  will  be  f  jrwarded  post  frea. — Yours  truly, 
460,  Oxford-road,     Frank  Gosden  (B.S.A.S.). 
Reading. 

SPORT  WITH  THE  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— The  Mayor  of  Altrincham  (Mr.  E.  T. 
Cleathers),  Mr.  J.  W.  Thompson,  and  another  well- 
known  angler,  fishing  private  water  in  Cheshire 
on  Feb.  3,  had  a  grand  day  with  the  pike  and  perch, 
the  total  being  twelve  pike  and  four  perch- — Yours 
truly,  Fredk.  Johnson. 

[Glad  to  hear  somebody  has  been  having  good 
pike  fishing.  I  have  been  waiting  for  weeks  for 
two  good  places  to  let  the  pea  soup  settle. — Ed.] 

STEEL  BOATS. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  subscribers 
give  me  their  experienae  of  steel  boats.  My  two 
friends  who  have  spoken  to  me  about  them  have 
totally  different  opinions.  I  am  just  ordering  a  new 
boat  and  am  divided  as  to  getting  a  steel  or  wooden 
one.  Non-leaking  in  the  steel  is  the  great  attrac- 
tion to  me,  but  how  about  stability,  buoyancy,  etc., 
and  as  to  attracting  lightning  in  a  country  where 
thunderstorms  are  pretty  frequent.  The  Laks  of 
Lucerne  here  can  be  pretty  nasty  when  it  likes,  and 
the  Fiilin  (south  wind)  storm  is  serious,  added  to 
which  the  hot  wind  makes  the  timber  of  wooden 
boats  crack  and  dry  till  water  pours  in.  I  should  be 
much  obliged  if  anyone  could  te'.l  me  their  experi- 
ence of  them  at  home.  I  am  ghid  to  see  you  give  a 
gentle  tap  on  tha  head  to  some  of  your  corra- 
spondsntj  on  their  temper  and  general  tone  in 
their  discussions  through  the  correspondence. 
I  have  been  a  fisherman  for  over  forty-five 
years,  and  generally  found  brother  fishermen 
very  conservative  as  to  their  own  likes  and  dislikes, 
but  quite  content  to  let  thos3  alone  who  don't  agree 
with  them.  Now  it  seems  changed,  and  not  for  the 
better  ;  perhaps  it  is  the  general  advance  of  educa- 
tion. Mr.  Pennell's  spinning  flight  ia  new  to  mo, 
and  haa  decidedly  taken  rdy  fancy,  eind  all  praise 


and  credit  are  due  to  hira  for  publishing  it.  As 
regards  kinking,  I  am  sure  it  is  in  the  linos  ;  thoj 
are  too  tiglitly  rolled  or  twisted,  and  I  cannot  gel 
good  cable-laid  lines  now.  Fishing  here  (Luke  o 
Lucerne)  last  season  was  a  dead  failure.  Netting 
long  lines  of  one  hundred  hooks,  destruction  o 
young  in  brooks  and  sale  of  them  as  brook  trjut 
and  pike  have  nearly  finished  ferox. — Yours  truly. 
Like  of  Lucerne,  Blue  and  Silver. 

Feb.  1. 


TAW  (N.  DEVON)— SALMON  V.  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Board  of  Conservators  as  a  re  ware- 
to  trout  anglers  for  the  large  amount  pai  1  in  5s.  troul 
licences  have  thought  fit  to  cut  off  February  fron 
the  fishing  period.  Many  of  the  warm  sprin| 
streams  have  been  noted  for  the  very  early  conditioi 
trout  wore  found  in,  and  without  giving  the  con^ 
sideration  that  salmon  are  not  fit  in  April,  thoj 
have  still  fixed  April  for  the  opening  season  foi 
salmon  and  March  for  trout.  Much  complaint  ii 
heard  because  they  have  and  are  spending  thei 
money  for  the  salmon  fisherm  in's  benefit,  an( 
absolutely  ignoring  the  interest  of  the  trout  fishers 
The  season  having  been  so  very  mild,  trout  will  b< 
in  good  condition,  and  it  is  hoped  the  kolts  wil 
have  all  gone  before  April. — Yours  truly. 

Rusty  Game.  • 

[It  is  a  very  old  and  widespread  complaint  thai 
Boards  of  Conservators  rely  on  trout  licences,  hui 
do  nothing  for  the  trout  anglers — they  only  watcl 
rivers  when  salmon  are  in  them. — Ed.] 

SWANS  ON  A  TROUT  LAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — A  reservoir  of  about  twenty  acres  ii 
stocked  solely  with  trout.  On  this  water  is  half  ( 
dozen  swans.  Do  they  destroy  the  trout  spawn 
Would  it  be  advisable  to  take  them  off  ?  Are  al 
water  birds  detrimental  to  trout  fishing  ? — Your 
truly.  One  who  would  Like  to  Know. 

Kettering. 

[Swans  p'ay  great  havoc  with  fish  spawn,  and  3< 
do  duoks,  both  tame  and  wild.  But  ths  ((uestion  is 
Do  the  trout  spawn  ia  the  lake,  and  if  so  an 
trout  fry  seen  ?  As  a  rule  trout  run  up  streami 
feeding  lakes  to  spawn,  and  if  there  are  no  streami 
I  think  it  is  doubtful  if  the  spawn  ever  becomes  fryw 
Po-isibly  if  there  are  good  gravelly  shallows  it 
might,  but  I  confess  I  think  it  very  doubtful  eu 
trout  eggs  want  running  water.  If  the  swans  cai 
be  removed  I  should  give  them  the  benefit  of  th« 
doubt,  and  get  rid  of  them  as  a  nuisancj  to  th< 
angler  when  fishing. — Ed.] 

SWIVELS. 

Dear  Sir, — To  all  other  swivels  I  prefer  th< 
watch-spring  swivel,  which  can  be  had  in  all  sizes 
For  very  fine  water  when  trouting  I  use  the 
enclosed  trace,  softening  well  the  gut  on 
which  the  hooks  are  tied,  and  then  tying  a  neat 
loop  at  the  end  of  it,  as  shown  herein.  If  neatly 
done  it  pasies  the  vent  freely.  Enter  the  needle  at 
the  mouth,  not  at  the  vent,  and  hook  the  gut  on  to 
the  needle  and  draw  it  through  the  vent  and  mouth. 
Then  do  the  sama  with  the  lead.  Fasten  the  string 
of  the  needle  through  one  of  the  button-holea 
toweirds  the  top  of  the  vest. — Yours  truly, 

Wm.  Naylor. 

[The  danger  with  the  watch-spring  swivel  is  that 
in  casting  or  playing  a  fish  the  loop  of  the  gut  or 
gimp  may  be  thrown  back  over  the  catch,  and  then 
the  least  pull  and  it  is  gone.  It  is  a  remote  danger 
I  admit,  but  anyone  can  see  how  it  may  happen  by 
making  a  Ijop  in  a  bit  of  gut  or  strmg,  slipping  it 
on  to  the  spring  swivel  of  his  watch  (of  cour.-e, 
having  taken  off  the  latter),  then  pulling  the  loop 
against  the  outside  of  the  spring  catch  and  it  slips 
off  at  once. — Ed.] 


FORMALIN. 

DzAR  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  Jan.  23  I  noticed  a 
party  was  anxious  to  know  how  to  preserve  bait 
for  pike  spinning,  and  the  following  is  an  excellent 
plan  :  Thoroughly  cleaa  the  minnows  from  all  glut 
(by  placing  them  in  a  colander  and  allow  the  water 
to  run  freely  over  them  from  the  tap,  mixing  them 
well  with  very  clean  hands).  Have  reaJy  a  clean 
wide-mouthed  bottle  ;  place,  say.  three  dozen  in  it, 
then  add  as  much  water  so  as  to  mer<?ly  cover 
them,  adding  a  teaspoonful  of  formalin.  After 
lying  in  this  for  two  or  three  days  only,  take  them 
out  and  wipe  them  with  a  dry  cloth ;  again  clean 
bottle  and  place  minnows  with  same  quantity  of 
watsr  and  one  half  teaspoonful,  sealing  up  bottle 
airtight  with  wax.  I  myself  have  bait  in  good 
condition  wliich  were  cured  in  April  of  last  year. — 
Yours  truly,  John  D.  Ritchie. 

P.S. — This  is  a  prize  recipe  taksn  from  thz  Dundee 
Weekly  News. 

(Several  UtUra  are  unavoidably  held  over.} 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR; 


The  Twentieth  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club. 

In  a  letter  I  had  from  Mr.  Maitland  Burnett,  of 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  the  other  day,  he  desired  to 
be  remembered  to  old  friends.  In  November,  1884, 
Mr.  Burnett  wrote  a  letter  to  me  suggesting  that  a 
club  for  fly  fishermen  was  wanted.  In  my  reply  to 
him  I  told  him  that  the  suggestion  had  been  made 

the  Fidd  by  "  Old  Log  "  some  years  previously, 
that  nothing  had  come  of  it,  and  that  Francis 
Francis  and  I  were  again  moving  in  the  matter, 
when  he  was  struck  down  by  illness.  I  had  suggested 
it  to  Mr.  F.,  and  he  said  he  was  too  old  to  undertake 
it  himself,  but  if  I  would,  ho  would  assist  in  every 
way  be- could.  So  I  told  Mr.  Burnett  I  would  try 
to  get  a  few  gentlemen  to  form  a  committee,  and 
then  we  could  go  outside  for  members.  I  will 
speak  to  Senior  of  the  Fidd  and  Ffennell  of  Land 
and  Water  about  it,  and  then  we  can  have  a  pre- 
liminary meeting.  It  was,  I  well  remember,  a 
horribly  wet  and  depressing  November  evening 
when  I  called  on  them,  but  they  were  both  so 
warmly  in  favour  of  the  idea  that  before  long  I 
was  able  to  call  a  meeting  of  about  a  dozen  fly 
fishers  at  No.  1,  Adelphi  Terrace.  Since  then  the 
club  has  had  a  career  of  continued  success,  and  I 
am  sure  that  there  never  have  been  more  enjoyable 
affairs  than  the  Annual  Dinners  of  the  Fly  Fishers, 
the  twentieth  of  which  takes  place  on  Tuesday 
evening  next,  Feb.  23,  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  when, 
that  good  sportsman  Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P., 
will  preside. 

A  Rod  to  Let. 
In  consequence  of  the  regiment  now  stationed 
there  leaving,  Mr.  Percy  Wadham,  of  the  Caris- 
brooke  Trout  Fishing  Association,  Newport,  Isle  of 
Wight,  tells  me  that  he  will  have  a  vacancy  for  a 
couple  of  rods,  the  prices  £10  for  the  season,  and  as 
there  is  a  fine  stock  of  brown  trout  and  rainbows 
up  to  21b.,  which  rise  well,  fight  well,  and  are 
excellent  table  fish,  I  can  confidently,  from  personal 
knowledge,  recommend  the  fishing.  There  are  three 
or  four  small  lakes  fed  by  a  chalk  stream.  Mr. 
Wadham  tells  me  he  has  seen  many  rainbows  on 
the  spawning  beds  in  the  stream,  and  is  hoping 
that  rainbow  fry  may  be  seen  later.  I  hope  so,  too, 
but  I  can  find  very  little  evidence  of  rainbows 
increasing  in  a  wild  state. 


Bull  Trout  of  the  Tay  and  Tweed.- 

On  another  page  I  give  some' extracts  from  a 
paper  on  the  "  Bull  Trout  of  the  Tay  and  Tweed," 
by  Mr.  W.  L.  Calderwood,  read  before  the  Royal 
Society  of  Edinburgh.  It  will  be  very  interesting 
to  all  who  take  note  of  the  many  attempts  which 
have  been  made  for  a  long  time  past  to  settle  the 
question  as  to  "  what's  what,"  or,  rather,  "  who's 
who,"  in  the  great  salmonidoe  family.  It  will  be 
seen  that  Mr.  Calderwood  is  of  opinion  that  the 
so-called  bull  trout  of  the  Tay  and  Tweed  are  not 
identical  fish — in  fact,  he  says  "  this  so-called  bull 
trout  of  the  Tay  is  in  no  way  different  in  general 
outUne,  dentition,  fin'-  ray  formulae,  number  of 
scales  from  adipose  fin  to  lateral  line,  etc.,  which  can 
be  regarded  as  of  any  specific  importance.'' 

How,  then,  do  these  bull  trout  differ  from  salmon  ? 

"  The  distinguishing  feature  of  the  bull  trout  is 
primarily  one  of  surface  marking — the  back  being 
more  or  less  thickly  speckled  with  small  black 
spots.  A  well  marked  bull  trout  has  the  spots 
below  the  lateral  hne  continued  backwards  as  far 
as  the  level  of  the  dorsal  fin."  But  some  bull  trout 
have  but  few  spots  and  look  just  Hke  salmon.- 
Then  the  late  Major  Traheriie's  test  comes  in  ;  he 
always  said,  "  Look  at  the  gills  of  a  doubtful  fish, 
and  if  you  find  maggots,  it  is  a  bull  trout "  ;  but 
this  appears  to  be  no  infallible  test,  as  some  bull 
trout  are  found  without  gill  parasites  and  some 
salmon  with  them. 

Of  the  Tweed  bull  trout  Mr.  Calderwood  speaks 
with  much  more  certain  voice.  He  says  it  is  "  a 
very  different  fish  and  a  trout  in  reality.''  But  I 
must  refer  the  reader  to  his  own  remarks. 


A  Glass  Lining  for  Gun  Barrels^ 

The  latest  invention  in  gun  barrels  is  one  which 
Mr.  W.  Rost,  of  Pocahontas,  Iowa,  has  just 
patented;  Mr.  Rost  wanted  to  find  some  substance 
which  would  not  rust,  and  has  adopted  glass,  of 
which  substance  he  makes  the  inside  rifled  tube  for 
guns  of  all  kinds,  including  pneumatic  guns.  One 
would  have  imagined  that  for  many  reasons  glass 
would  be  unsuitable — it  would  seem  so  liable  to 
injury  if  the  gun  barrel  was  knocked  against  any- 
thing ;  then  heat  and  cold  would  have  different 
effects  on  the  inside  glass  tube  and  the  steel  tube 
round  it,  and  yet  the  United  States  does  not  grant 
patents  for  absurdities; 

A  Russian  Angling  Monthly^  " 

I  have  received  from  the  Editor,  Baron  Paul 
Tclierkassov,  a  copy  of  No.  1  of  a  new  and,  I  am 
sure,  most  interesting  monthly  publication  devoted 
to  the  interests  of  Russian  anglers.  It  is  very  well 
printed  and  consists  of  thirty-two  pages  of  text  (size 
9in.  by  6in.),  some  advertisement  pages,  and  a  green 
wrapper.  I  hope  that  it  will  be  well  supported  by 
our  Russian  angling  friends.  It  is  indeed  fortunate 
in  having  such  an  enthusiastic  and  thoroughly 
practical  angler  as  our  old  contributor  Baron 
Tcherkassov  as  its  moving  spirit. 

For  Private  Information; 

Among  my  papers  I  find  a  scrap  with  this  written 
on  it:  — 

"  For  your  private  information;  Melt  some 
white  rosin  and  add  a  little  castor  oil;  When 
well  melted,  stir  well,  and  add  oil  according  to 
season  of  the  year.'I 

I  hope  I  am  not  giving  away  somebody's  patent 
recipe  for  making  colourless  wax  for  fly  tying; 

A  1  HORSEHAIR; 

Messrs.-  C.  Hall  and  Co.,  fishing  tackle  makers, 
etc.,  of  Knaresborough,  send  me  a  sample  of  the 
horsehair  they  have  for  sale,  which  was  referred  to 
by  a  correspondent.  I  quite  agree  with  him  that 
it  is  extraordinary  hair^  Messrs.  Hall  charge  Is.  6d. 
and  2s.  for  three-yard  casts  made  up  of  this  hair, 
and  it  is  well  worth  it; 


The  New  "  Survey  Gazetteer  of  the  British 
Isles."- 

Part  II;  of  this  admirable  gazetteer,  pubhshed 
by  Messrs.  Newnes,  in  every  way  fulfils  the  promise 
of  the  first  part.  One  of  the  maps  shows  the 
comparative  valuation  of  lands  in  the  British  Isles 
according  to  rental,  and  in  colours;  The  most 
valuable  land  is  in  London,  where  the  rental  is  £638 
per  acre,  the  least  valuable  in  co.  Mayo  and  in  the 
North  of  Scotland,  where  it  is  under  5s;  per  acre; 


The  Carlisle  Angling  Association. 

The  unsettled  weather  of  last  season  had  a  very 
prejudicial  effect  on  the  fishing  in  the  waters  of  the 
Carhsle  Angling  Association  ;  the  lower  parts  of  the 
Eden  fished  by  the  association  were  more  or  less 
unfishablo  on  account  of  floods;  Salmon  and  sea- 
trout  were  plentiful,  and  although  great  sport  was 
had  with  salmon  in  the  higher  reaches,  it  was  not 
in  the  association  water.  There  is,  I  am  glad  trj 
see,  an  increase  of  both  funds  and  members,  who 
are  very  properly  grateful  to  Mr.  M.  Maclnnes  and 
Mr.  Thos.  Robinson  for  letting  them  fish  their  parts 
of  the  Eden  free.  I  have  fished  a  good  many 
rivers,  but  have  no  pleasanter  memories  of  good 
sport  and  lovely  scenery  than  those  connected  with 
the  Eden  in  Cumberland; 

Hunting  or  Fishing.- 

Mr;  Wm;  Hampson  writes : — "  I  am  sending 
herewith  a  cutting  from  to-day's  Birmingham 
Daily  Pest  (Feb;  10),  which  strikes  me  as  being  a 
rather  tall  fishing  story  which  may  interest  some  of 
your  readers."- 

"  Hunting  in  the  North  Warwickshire  country 
has  not  been  very  enjoyable  of  late,  in  consequence 
of  the  almost  ceaseless  downfall  of  rain,  but  one  at 
least  of  the  followers  of  Mr.  Jw  P.  Arkwright's  pack 
has  httle  ground  for  complaint,  as  the  swollen 
streams  which  intersect  the  country  have  enabled 
him  to  combine  the  two  usually  pleasant,  though 
very  dissimilar,  sports  of  hunting  and  fisliing.  The 
story  goes  that,  whilst  following  hounds,  the  sports- 
man in  question  had  the  misfortune  to  take  an 
involuntary  plunge  into  a  brook  which  runs  by 
Studley,  through  the  bank  giving  way  under  his 
horse.  He  was  duly  rescued,  and  safely  landed ; 
and  when  searching  for  a  dry  (?)  handkerchief, 
which  he  hoped  to  utilise  as  a  towel,  to  his  surprise, 
he  discovered  a  Uve  fish  secreted  in  the  folds  of  it ! 
This  probably  is  a  record  in  the  piscatorial  hne, 
and  also,  says  a  correspondent,  has  the  merit  of 
being  true;    It  occurred  as  recently  as  Friday  last." 

This  weather  is  responsible  for  many  extra- 
ordinary things;  Last  year  a  facetious  angler 
wrote  to  the  Fishing  Gazdte  to  say  he  was  planting 
rainbows  in  his  garden.  I  saw  in  a  country  paper 
the  other  day  that  shoals  of  grey  mullet  had  been 
left  by  a  high  tide  in  the  gardens  of  residents  on  a 
river  and  that  many  fine  baskets  were  made  in  no 
time. 

Fishing  Rights  in  Loch  Ness; 

It  looks  as  if  the  newly-formed  Loch  Ness  Angling 
Association  would  have  some  trouble  -with  local 
anglers,  who  claim  that  it  has  been  free  from  time 
immemorial,  and  say  they  will  fish  in  defiance  of 
the  association; 

The  Kodak  Exhibition  of  Japanese  Photosj 

Some  would  say  that  every  angler  should  be  a 
photographer.  The  Kodak  Company  have  the 
reputation  of  making  it  possible  in  the  matter  of 
simplicity  and  lightness  of  outfit ;  their  exhibition 
of  photographs  of  Japan  at  their  Strand  depot 
opened  to  the  public  on  Friday,  Feb.  19,  and  is  well 
worth  a  visit,  comprising  as  it  does  many  excellent 
photographs  and  enlargements  of  beautiful  scenery,- 
still  life,  and  street  sceness  One  cannot  but 
observe  the  gradual  encroachment  of  western 
civilisation  in  the  shape  of  tram  lines,  telegraph 
poles,  and  an  occasional  bowler  hat.  I  would 
specially  mention  the  following: — No;  31,  A  Review 
of  the  Japanese  Army ;  89,  90,  91,  Examples  of 
Floral  Decoration  ;  100,  Flower  Study;  121,  Copies 
of  a  Japanese  Coloured  Print,  showing  the  benefit 
of  using  orthocromatic  plates;  Indeed,  the 
collection,  from  an  artistic  and  decorative  point  of 
view,  is  evidence  of  the  immense  strides  made  by 
the  Kodak  camera  during  the  last  few  years. 

R.  B.  Marstonj 


Insects  as  Pisciculturists. — Even  insects  people 
inland  ponds  and  streams  with  fish,  and  are  often 
carried  by  them  to  great  distances.  The  great 
river  beetle,  which  Uves  habitually  on  the  eggs  of 
fish,  cUmbs  sometimes  in  the  evening  on  the 
reeds  high  enough  for  its  flight,  and  then  takes 
wings  One  was  caught  whilst  flying,  and  being 
put  into  water,  it  emitted  the  eggs  by  which  it  was 
gorged,  some  in  part  digested,  and  some  not  at  all. 
These  eggs  produced  fish  of  various  sorts. — Bullet. 
Univ. 
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A  NEW  TROUT  LAKE  IN  SURREY. 


Messrs;  Cookson,  of  the  Norton  Fishery,  near 
Baldock,  Herts,  called  on  tne  some  little  time  back 
and  gave  me  some  particulars  of  a  spirited  enter- 
prise they  have  undertaken  in  which  I  wish  them 
all  success.' 

They  have  secured  the  sporting  and  other  rights 
on  a  property  in  Surrey,  at  Cranleigh,  which  includes 
an  exceptionally  fine  sheet  of  water,  said  to  be 
32  acres  in  extent ;  there  is  a  club-house  and  golf 
course;  The  chief  attraction  will  he  the  fishing, 
about  which  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  copy 
of  Messrs.  Cookson's  circular  which  I  print  below. 

As  I  told  Messrs.  Cookson,  it  is  by  no  means  the 
first  time  that  clubs  of  this  kind  offering  lake  fishing, 
etc.,  have  been  started  not  far  from  London,  but 
they  have  come  to  grief  because  the  trout  put  in 
came  to  grief  (the  water  was  unsuited  for  them), 
and  because  those  who  started  them  had  no  special 
knowledge  of  fish  culture  and  the  needs  of  trout; 

I  think  that  Messrs.  Cookscn  really  have  a  good 
chance ;  they  tell  mo  they  have  ascertained  that 
there  is  plenty  of  natural  food,  including  an  excel- 
lent rise  of  May  Fly,  and  that  from  their  knowledge 
and  experience  they  consider  the  water  is  admirably 
adapted  for  trout;  A  stream  feeds  the  lake  and  the 
coarse  fish  it  contains  are  now  being  cleared  out ; 
by  the  way,  clubs  wanting  to  buy  coarse  fish  should 
make  a  note  of  this;  The  difficulty  with  artificially 
stocked  waters  of  this  kind  is  that  after  the  first 
year  or  so  the  fish  get  mortal  shy,  and  the  only  way 
to  keep  up  the  sport  is  to  put  in  new  blood.  This, 
I  understand,  will  be  done;  If  I  had  my  way  I 
should  have  every  fish  hooked  and  landed  taken  out 
of  the  large  lake  and  allow  pone  to  be  returned,  all 
the  undersized  fish  to.  be  kept  alive  and  put  into 
one  of  the  other  ponds  until  big  enough  to  put  in 
the  main  lake.  Nothing  makes  fish  so  shy  as  the 
being  hooked  and  returned  to  the  water,  and  I 
believe  they  are  able  to  infect  other  fish  with  some 
part  of  their  nervousness; 

The  water  is  within  thirty-two  miles  of  London, 
and  the  whole  thing  seems  to  me  to  be  very 
attractive  in  every  way,  and  if  well  managed  it 
ought  to  be  a  great  success.  Of  course  lake  hshing 
for  trout  from  boats  is  not  every  angler's  pet 
method.  On  the  other  hand,  many  prefer  it  to 
the  best  of  river  fishing.  The  amount  asked  for  the 
whole  thing  is  fifty  guineas,  which  seems  to  be  very 
reasonable  as  it  includes  the  fishing,  golf,  tennis, 
etc.,  as  well  as  residence  at  the  club-house;  I  have 
not  seen  the  place,  but  I  have  confidence  in  Messrs, 
Cookson's  ability  to  carry  out  their  idea  well. 

R;  B;  MabSTON; 

Here  are  the  printed  particulars  they  gave  me:  — 

"A  select  club  is  about  to  be  formed  in  Surrey, 
for  which  a  limited  number  of  members  are  required. 
The  water  at  present  comprises  an  exceptionally 
beautiful  lake  of  nearly  three  miles  in  circumference, 
which  is  now  being  emptied  and  cleared  of  all  coarse 
fii-h,  before  being  stocked  with  30,000  trout  (brown. 
Loch  Leven,  and  rainbows),  from  10  to  15  inches  in 
length,  and  it  will  be  restocked  annually,  free  of 
any  expense  to  inembere,  with  8000  to  10,000 
12-inch  trout.  Depth  of  lake,  G  feet  to  12  feet,  witli 
hard  gravel  bottom.  Excellent  rise  of  May  Fly,  and 
other  flies.  There  is  an  attractive  residential  club- 
house overlooking  tlio  lake,  with  beautiful  lawns  and 
gardens,  within  mile  of  station,  32  miles  of 
London,  1 J  hour  by  rail,  and  within  easy  motoring 
distance  from  and  very  convenient  for  Guildford, 
Brighton,  and  Aldershot.  There  is  also  a  small 
stream  i  mining  through  the  property,  which  it  is 
hoped  at  a  near  future  date  to  conveit  into  a  first- 
rate  trout  stream.  Members  will  have  the  free  use 
of  20  boats,  but  they  will  bo  required  to  pay 
boatman's  wages,  at  3s.  per  day,  when  employed. 
There  will  be  no  limit  thisseoiion  as  to  the  number 
of  fish  taken  daily  by  each  member,  but  ro  fish 
under  llin.  must  bo  kept.  Tho  season  will  com- 
mence this  year  on  May  15,  and  closo  for  brown 
and  Loch  Loven  tiout  on  Sept.  30,  but  rainbows 
may  bo  taken  np  to  Nov.  15.  Annual  subscriptions 
for  original  members  will  be  fifty  guineas,  to  include 
golf,  and  will  boeomo  due  on  May  1  in  each  year. 
Tliia  club  should  especially  appeal  to  sportsmen  who 
cannot  spare  tlio  time  to  go  to  Scotland  or  Ireland 
for  really  lirst-clii«s  lake  fishing,  and  to  those 
engaged  in  business  during  tho  week.  (Sunday 
fishing  allowed.)  The  promoters  of  this  club  intend 
to  make  an  18  hole  golf  course  in  the  park,  and  there 
will  also  be  tennis  and  croquet  lawns.  Further 
particulars  will  bo  gi\en  to  intending  members  if 
they  will  kindly  apply  to 

"Baldock,  Herts."     ^'TiiE  Norton  Fisheey. 


View  of  part  of  the  New  Surrey  Trout  Fishing  and  Golf  Club. 


View  of  the  New  Surrey  Trout  Fishing  and  Golf  Club. 


'J'lih;  Xicw  Sui;ki:v  'l  itoui  i'j.suiNt:  and  l..ui  f  Cluu. 
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SALMON  FISHING  IN  CANADA.* 


{Concluded  from  page  106.) 

Wken  scarcely  ten  yards  out  of  the  hundred  and 
twenty-four  remain  in  reserve,  awaj-  across  the  river 
a  fragment  of  silver,  apparently  about  a  foot  long, 
soars  into  the  air.  and  falls  back  into  the  water  with 
a  splash.  The  Une  ceases  to  be  withdrawn,  and, 
taking  immediate  advantage  of  the  posMbihty,  it  is 
recovered  as  rapidly  as-the  handle  of  the  reel  can  be 
manipulated,  yet  with  every  precaution  that  each 
turn  is  distributed  evenly  and  sohdly  on  the  spool. 
For  this  is  bat  the  overture  of  the  opera,  so  to  speak, 
and  again  and  again  will  the  hne  be  snatched  from 
us  until  almost  the  bare  axle  of  the  reel  appears. 

Thus  two-thirds  of  the  line  are  recovered,  and  the 
angler  breathes  again — supporting  his  rod,  doubled 
up  under  all  the  strain  he  dares  impart,  with  the 
butt  again?t  his  body. 

Again  the  fish  starts — this  time  up  stream,  the 
reel  shrieking  as  it  parts  with  the  line.  Wild  is  the 
angler's  joy,  to  be  succeeded  by  doubt,  and  then  by 
anxiety,  as  the  quantity  of  line  in  reserve  grows  less 
and  less,  and  the  fish  seems  to  have  no  idea  of  stop- 
ping. A  second  time  the  canoe  is  forced  to  follow, 
and  once  more  the  fish  concludes  his  run  by  bound- 
ing into  air  once — twnce — thrice. 

Again  the  line  is  recovered  all  but  about  thirty 
yards,  when  away  he  starts  across  the  river,  if 
possible  more  rabid  than  ever,  finishing  with  another 
jump  or  two.  The  line  is  then  recovered  almost 
altogether,  never  omitting,  no  matter  how  hurriedly 
the  act  may  be  performed,  so  to  distribute  it  upon 
the  spool  that  it  will  be  free  to  render  again  without 
the  slightest  hitch. 

Then  Tom  says,  "  We  will  have  to  take  him 
through  the  rapids — no  landing-place  here." 

That  the  fish  will  take  us  up  on  some  of  the  neigh- 
bouring hills  seems  fully  as  probable,  but  the  effort 
must  be  made.  The  canoe  is  run  into  an  eddy,  then 
shoved  into  the  quick  water,  and  down  we  go 
bounding  like  a  cork  over  the  waves  at  the  mercy 
of  the  fierce  current. 

The  fish  follows  quietly,  as  though  he  liked  it ; 
but  no,  he  has  changed  his  mind  ;  he  dashes  down 
stream  and  obliquely  across  it  with  the  speed  of  a 
race-horse — at  least  it  seems  so,  for  the  whizzing 
line  trends  in  that  direction.  But  what  is  that  ? 
Awjiy  up  ab3V3  us  and  half  a:;ro33  the  river  a  salmon 
bolts  int  )  the  air.  "  Did  you  see  that,  Tom  ? — 
we'll  go  for  that  fellow  when  we  finish  with  this 
one."  How  Tom  laughs  ! — and  it  is  not  without 
proti-a:;t3d  effort  that  he  finally  forces  us  to  believe 
that  that  is  the  fish  we  are  fast  to.  It  is  so  very 
far  off,  and  in  so  different  a  direction  from  that  indi- 
catsd  by  the  bending  rod  and  the  running  line,  that 
it  seems  impossible  that  it  can  be  so,  though  so  it  is. 

Sd  the  canoe  drops  down  with  the  swift  current, 
halting  at  times  as  the  fish  becomes  very  obstre- 
perous, and  then  resuming  its  course.  And  the 
salmon  follows,  sometimes  freely,  sometimes  reluc- 
tantly, and  sometimes  in  absolute  rebelUon,  com- 
pelling us  t )  let  him  have  his  own  way  for  a  time. 

We  near  a  landing-place.  The  canoe  is  brought 
to  the  bank,  and  we  take  to  the  shore  with  every 
precaution  that  the  pressure  is  not  slackened  upon 
the  line  for  an  instant,  and  that  the  foot  makes  no 
slip  on  the  smooth  stones. 

The  fish  now  exhibits  symptoms  of  discourage- 
ment, and  gradually  yields  until  he  is  not  forty  feet 
from  the  bank.  But  there  he  draws  the  line,  and 
not  another  foot  will  he  yield.  Were  he  changed  to 
one  of  t!ie  rocks  embedded  in  the  bottom  of  the 
stream  he  could  not  seem  more  immovable.  It  is  a 
case  of  the  "  sulks." 

The  rod,  which  heretofore  has  been  kept  in  an 
approximately  p(!r[)endicular  plane,  is  now  held 
almost  horizontally,  that  the  strain  may  as  far  as 
possible  coinnide  with  the  direction  in  which  we 
wish  to  move  the  fish.  The  bend  of  the  rod,  how- 
ever, and  the  tension  it  imparts  to  the  line  remain 
unchanged.  We  walk  down  below  him  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet.  This  disturbs  his  eiuihbrium.  Ho 
turns  his  head  towards  the  strain  for  a  moment's 
respite,  and  instantly  the  imj)laeable  current  sets 
him  dr»wn  and  inshore.  As  we  feel  him  yield  we 
walk  back  from  the  water,  thus  keeping  up  the 
tension.  He  struggles  and  regains  control  of  him- 
self, when  we  first  walk  toward  t!ie  bank  taking  in 
the  line  we  have  gained,  and  then  move  down 
'ream  as  before.    Again  we  work  below  him  with 

•  P"rom-"The  American  Salmon  Fwherman."  By 
ilonry  £'.  Wolia. 


the  Same  result,  and  again,  and  again.  He  is  now 
not  twenty  feet  from  the  bank.* 

But  clearly  he  is  now  of  the  mind  that  this  thing 
has  gone  quite  far  enough,  for  he  is  as  immovable 
as  the  everlasting  hills.  Ten — fifteen — twenty 
minutss  pass,  and  it  is  still  "  pull  Dick,  pull  Devil." 
Our  arms  now  ache  as  though  they  would  drop  off 
at  the  elbow-joint.  "  Stone  him,  Tom — do  some- 
thing— I  can't  stand  this  much  longer."  So  Tom 
tosses  \a  stone  after  stone — none  of  them  large  and 
none  of  them  thrown  with  violence,  lest  they  strike 
and  part  the  leader — seemingly  without  effect. 

At  last  the  reel  begins  to  move.  It  speaks  slowly 
at  first,  like  the  pendulum  of  a  clock — you  can 
count  each  tooth  of  the  ratchet-wheel  by  the  sound 
— then  faster,  faster,  till  it  again  screams,  and  the 
line  wilts  away  upon  the  reel  like  dew  before  the 
sun. 

"  Quick — the  canoe — the  canoe,"  and  we  shamble 
down  the  bank,  one  eye  on  the  fast  vanishing  line, 
and  one  upon  the  slippery  path  wo  are  forced  to 
follow.  At  last,  at  the  very  crisis  of  possible 
defeat,  the  canoe  reaches  us.  We  tumble  in,  and 
are  off  after  a  fish  apparently  as  fresh  as  at  the  very 
outset. 

For  another  half-hour  we  fight  him  from  the 
canoe,  working  him  down  stream,  he  running,  jump- 
ing, and  sulking,  until  we  land  again  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river  three-quarters  of  a  mile  below 
where  we  first  took  to  the  bank. 

We  again  try  to  work  him  in  by  the  same  tactics, 
but  our  first  effort  comes  to  a  stand  at  once.  He 
begins  to  "  jig  " — a  series  of  short,  heavy,  and 
sudden  jerks  fill  us  full  with  apprehension,  and  it  is 
plain  we  must  wait  his  pleasure  still.  He  stops,  and 
we  begin.  He  begins,  and  we  stop.  At  last 
he  yields,  and  gradually  step  by  step  swings  in 
toward  the  bank.  Slowly  Tom  approaches,  gaff  in 
hand,  no  part  of  him  in  motion  except  his  feet.  The 
salmon  is  now  a  pretty  sick  fish,  and  again  and 
again  rolls  upon  his  side,  though  recovering  himself 
almost  immediately. 

He  sees  Tom.  At  once  he  recovers  and  is  off 
again.  But  the  pristine  vigour  of  his  rush  is  no 
longer  there.  He  can  take  no  more  than  half  the 
Une  before  liis  faihng  strength  compels  a  halt.  So 
we  follow  him  down  the  bank,  coaxing  him  in  when 
we  can,  letting  him  go  when  we  cannot,  playing  the 
great  game  of  give  and  take. 

Once  more  we  work  him  in  short,  showing  in- 
creased signs  of  distress.  But  again  he  sees  Tom — 
it  is  wonderful  how  the  salmon  hate  him — and  again 
he  is  off.  But  we  are  at  the  end  of  the  landing- 
place,  and  80  heavy  a  fish  could  not  be  drawn  up 
against  the  current  though  he  should  remain  per- 
f(!ctly  passive.  We  must  take  to  the  canoe,  and  try 
him  again  at  the  next  landing-place,  some  half-mile 
farther  down. 

He  is  quite  discouraged  now,  and  does  as  he  is  bid 
with  little  remonstrance.  We  land  again,  and 
though  he  sulks  some,  we  work  him  slowly  in 
without  difficulty.  Tom  anticipates  about  where 
he  will  arrive,  and  motionless  awaits  him  gaff  in 
hand.  Peter  hunts  for  a  long  thin  stone.  The  ex- 
hausted fish  rolls  on  his  side,  when  a  well-timed 
impulse  of  the  rod  slews  him  still  nearer  the  shore 
and  within  reach.  Like  a  flash  the  cruel  gaff  is 
around  his  backbone,  he  lies  on  the  bank,  the  lad 
hammers  him  on  the  head  with  the  stone,  the 
scales  show  thirty -two  pounds,  and  we  drop  the  rod 
and  sprawl  out  on  the  bank  utterly  exhausted,  after 
a  contest  of  one  hour  and  fifty  minutes. 

*  At  this  point  in  the  contest  the  angler  may 
with  profit  recall  that  law  of  mechanics  which 
toachfn  that  the  resistance  offered  by  the  click  to 
the  withdrawal  of  the  line  varies  with  the  diameter 
of  the  (!<)il  of  lino  on  the  r&^X.  With  my  own  reel, 
for  example,  when  this  diameter  is  lin.,  the  salmon 
must,  to  gain  anotlier  foot,  pull  31b.  ;  while  when 
the  fi-ih  is  but  30ft.  or  4(»ft.  froin  the  tif),  a  pull  of 
Jib.  only  is  neeeisary.  Sulkiness  in  a  salmon  is  no 
more  agree  ible  than  a  like  manifestation  in  a  child. 
When  the  salmon  is  close  at  hand,  then,  it  is  well 
to  remonstrate  with  a  littlo  more  firmness  than  the 
unaided  resistance  of  the  click  will  permit.  This  is 
best  done  by  supporting  t\w  rod  with  one  hand  and 
trently  pinching  the  line  al)ove  the  reel  with  the 
thnml)  and  forefinger  of  the  other.  The  press\iro 
.slioiild  but  add,  say,  lib.  to  the  resistance  of  the 
click,  not  clieck  the  line  absolutely.  The  moment 
the  salmon  evinces  a  change  of  tactics,  the  lino 
Hhonlfl  he  released. 

Where  fish  run  2()lb.  or  over,  a  socket  at  the 
waist  to  support  the  butt  of  the  rod  will  add  greatly 
to  the  comfort  of  the  angler  during  a  protracted 
contest. 


Now  that  it  is  written,  I  find  tliat  I  have  departed 
somewhat  in  this  narrative  from  my  original  pur- 
pose. Though  the  leading  features  of  all  are  more 
or  less  alike,  still  every  capture  of  a  salmon  has  its 
individuahties.  To  where  we  made;  the  first  landing 
our  narrative  is  strictly  typical,  and  its  counterpart 
has  occurred  and  will  occur  again  and  again  to  every 
salmon  angler  when  fishing  in  a  similar  locality. 
There  a  picture,  the  most  vivid  of  my  recollections 
of  salmon  fishing,  rose  before  me,  and  1  uncon- 
sciously drifted  into  describing  a  parli  iular  incident 
— the  capture  of  my  largest  fish.  Though  every 
salmon  does  not  weigh  thirty-two  pounds,  and 
though  every  salmon  does  not  show  such  undaunted 
resolution  for  so  long  a  time,  still  perhaps  it  will  be 
as  well  to  let  it  stand.  The  difference  will  be  rather 
in  quantity  than  quality,  and  moreover  the  case 
teaches  an  important  supplemcmtary  lesson  well 
Avorthy  to  be  borne  in  mind.  This  fish  was  treated 
from  the  first  as  though  lightly  hooked.  Any  other 
course  must  have  been  fatal,  since  the  moment  it 
touched  the  bank  the  hook  dropped  from  its  mouth. 

Such  is  salmon  fishing.  If  there  is  greater  fun  in 
this  vale  of  tears,  I  do  not  know  it.  Better  fortune 
I  cannot  -wish  the  reader,  than  that  in  sound  health 
and  with  sound  tackle  he  may  in  the  near  future 
fasten  a  forty-pounder,  and  bring  him  safely  to  gaff 
after  a  contest  in  which  each  party  thereto  has 
striven  to  the  uttermost  for  the  victory. 


"LITTLE  EIVEES." 

This  charming  book  was  noticed  in  the  "  Fishing 
Gazette  "  by  the  "  Amateur  Angler  "  some  years  ago  ; 
the  following  note  is  from  "  Red  Spinner's  "  pen  in 
the  "  Field  "  :— 

In  every  angUng  hbrary  there  should  be  one  shelf 
devoted  to  those  favourites  that  are  read  and  re-read 
as  surely  as  the  changing  seasons  come  round. 
This  author  has  described  just  such  a  1st  of  April 
as  one  would  fain  experience  ;  accordingly,  as  regu- 
larly as  March  wears  to  its  close,  so  regularly  is  his 
book  taken  down  that  he  may  stimulate  the 
pleasures  of  anticipation;  That  author  has  written 
into  his  pages  all  the  warmth  and  life  of  a  July 
noon  ;  while  a  third  braces  us  against  the  clear 
cold  of  an  old-fashioned  Christmas.  But  all  the 
books  in  the  shelf  are  meet  for  some  great  occasion 
in  the  anghng  year,  while  a  few — perhaps  the 
dozen  volumes  that  stand  nearest  to  the  best 
beloved  of  all — are  perennial  in  their  charm,  never 
failing  in  their  application,  meet  for  all  occasions. 
Among  these  must  surely  be  placed  a  book  from 
beyond  the  Atlantic — "  Little  Rivers,"  by  Henry 
Van  Dyke — now  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  every 
angler  there  to  place  it.  It  made  a  brief  appear- 
ance, indeed,  in  England  some  years  ago,  a  few 
copies  of  the  Walton  edition  being  issued  by 
Sampson  Low,  Marston,  &  Co.,  but  the  edition  was 
strictly  fimited.  Mr.  Da\i  I  Nutt  has  now  removed 
the  disabihty  by  a  new  edition,  costing  six  small 
shiUings,  adorned  with  illustrations,  allegorical  and 
arresting,  by  F.  V.  Du  Mond,  and  admirably 
printed  and  got  up.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  is  an  essayist 
of  the  real  kind  ;  he  dares  to  digress,  understand 
the  art  of  idleness,  is  a'master  of  allusion,  and  has 
the  seeing  eye  Avithout  which  the  hand,  write  it 
never  so  fair,  cannot  entice  the  reader  out  of  himself 
and  into  the  book,  so  well  content  that  the  return 
to  reality  is  a  shock.  In  a  word,  there  is  a  spirit 
in  this  volume  that  makes  a  cosmopohtan  of  the 
angler  ;  as  he  reads  he  is  always  at  home,  whether 
it  be  catching  salmon  on  the  Restigouche,  trout  in 
the  Hebrides,  or  grayling  under  the  shadow  of  the 
Todtengebirge.  All  is  water  that  comes  to  his 
angle.  The  habit  of  brotherhood  which  has  been 
the  boast  of  contemplative  men  one  among  the 
other  is  too  often  forgotten  nowadays.  "  Little 
Rivers  '-  is  a  delightful  reminder  of  this  eternal 
verity.  Its  place  among  the  twelve  volumes  is 
assured. 


THE  NEW  OFFICES  OF  THE 
GRAPHIC,  J3YSTANDER,  AND  THE 
HOUR-GLASS. 

The  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  visited  the 
new  offices  of  the  Graphic  in  Tallis -street.  Victoria 
Embankment,  on  Thursday,  Feb.  18,  and  graciously 
set  the  entire  new  machinery  in  motion  by  means 
of  an  electrical  lever.  We  shall  expect  a  graphic 
account  from  the  Bystander  of  this  interesting 
event. 
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NOKWEGIA.N  ANGLINGS  AND 
OTHEK  SPOKTINGS." 


We  must  congratulate  Mr.  James  Dowell,  of 
Messrs.  Lumley,  Newton,  and  Dowell,  of  34,  St. 
James's-street.  London,  on  the  fact  that  his  new  list 
is  even  better  than  the  last ;  it  contains  some  very 
interesting  new  illustrations,  of  which  we  give 
specimens,  and  the  whole  thing  is  got  up  in  most 
attractive  style,  and  contains  not  only  information 
about  fishings  and  shootings  to  let,  but  much  other 
general  information  which  will  be  found  most 
useful  to  visitors  to  Norway.  Mr.  Dowell  has 
himself  visited  most  of  the  places  he  describes, 
and  the  information  given  is  from  his  own  experi- 
ence. With  reference  to  the  1903  angling  season 
in  Norway,  he  says : — 

"  As  the  extent  of  the  Norwegian  coast  line  is  so 
great,  a  review  of  the  past  season's  angling  results 
must  necessarily  be  divided. 

"Taking  the  section  from  the  most  southern 
point  up  to  and  including  Namsos,  which  contains 
the  bulk  of  the  rivers  most  frequented  by  British 
anglers,  the  anticipations  of  a  severe  winter  were 
fully  realised,  and  the  splendid  quality  of  winter 
snow  remaining  on  the  mountains  produced  a 
continual  freshening  of  the  waters  by  spates  of 
more  or  less  magnitude.  To  the  fact  that  these 
timely  floods  induced  salmon  to  take  advantage  of 
the  prevailing  conditions  in  early  June  and  to  come 
up  the  rivers  was  no  doubt  due  the  splendid — in 
some  cases  '  best  on  record' — bags,  seeming  like  old 
times  come  again.  As  in  1902  season  so  in  1903, 
even  only  perhaps  in  a  more  marked  degree— the 
cold  water  pouring  down  to  the  sea  enticed  salmon 
into  the  fresh  waters,  but  not  far  up ;  and  con- 
sequently in  many  cases  the  lower  beats  repeated 
and  exceeded  the  excellent  bags  of  1902.  One  out- 
standing feature  of  the  past  season's  angling  which 
must  also  be  noted  was  the  scarcity  of  grilse,  to  be 
attributed  not,  I  think,  to  the  presence  of  large 
shoals  of  small  herring  on  the  western  coast,  but 
to  an  exceedingly  unfavourable  spawning  season 
in  1900, 

"  It  should  also  be  noted  that  a  bad  grilse  year  in 
a  past  season  is  not  to  be  credited  with  producing 
a  bad  salmon  season  in  the  following  year,  as  we 
have  the  stock  of  older  salmon  of  prior  seasons 
always  to  draw  upon. 

*'  The  section  north  of  Namsos  to  the  frontier  of 
Russian  Finland  has  a  different  record,  and  may  be 
said  to  have  produced  the  worst  record  for  many 
years,  the  main  cause  being  attributed  to  the 
presence  of  immense  herds  of  sells  and  large 
shoals  of  whitefish  on  that  coast,  combined  with 
exceedingly  rough  and  boisterous  weather. 

"  To  return  to  the  southern  or  western  section 
(Mandal-Namsos),  and  more  particularly  to  those 
anglings  which  I  control,  there  is  undoubted 
satisfaction  to  be  derived  from  the  policy  of  with- 
drawing nets  in  fresh  water  wherever  practicable. 
What  would  have  been  the  rebult  to  the  Gula 
anglers  above  Gulfos  had  the  nets  and  traps 
existing  prior  to  1901  from  Gulfos  to  Lundemo 
been  in  operation  during  seasons  1902  and  1903  ? 
Hundreds  of  fish,  which  congregated  below  Gulfos 
during  the  early  weeks  of  these  two  seasons,  would 
have  been  captuied  by  the  netsmen  and  in  the 
Gulfos  trap?: 

*'  The  Aarlivold  Beat.  Orkla  river,  part  of  which 
was  netted  before  1901,  and  part  of  which  was 
condemned  as  little  better  than  useless  by  those 
who  professed  acquaintance  with  the  angling 
qualities  of  this  beat,  has,  by  yielding  38001b.  in 
1903,  exceeded  by  over  10001b.  its  wonderful 
record  of  27001b.  in  1902. 

"The  Stjordal,  I  maintain,  is  also  another  case 
in  point.  Without  desiring  to  be  too  optimistic  as 
to  the  success  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  nets  and  traps 
on  the  lower  section  of  the  Stjordal,  the  following 
figures  as  to  catches  for  the  last  six  years  during 
June  and  July,  by  the  same  two  rods  on  the  section 
from  Lerfold  to  Kringen,  are  instructive.  The  first 
four  years— 1898  to  1901 — the  nets  and  traps  on 
the  lower  Stjordal  were  in  operation,-  In  1902  and 
1903  these  were  withdrawn. 

"  1898,  salmon,  75  ;  grilse,  21 ;  sea-trout,  13 ;  total 
weight,  13611b.  1899,  salmon,  67  ;  grilse,  60  ;  sea- 
trout,  18  ;  total  weight,  1225lbi  1900,  salmon,  71  ; 
grilse,  68  ;  total  weight,  17711b.  1901,  total  weight, 
9451b.  (nets  in  operation);  1902,  salmon,  132; 
grilse,  92;  sea-trout,  54;  total  weight,  26201b.; 
1903.  salmon,  168  ;  grilse,  54 ;  sea-trout,  23  ;  total 
weight,  30051b,  (nete  oS]i 


HOLMESLAND  R1';A'  II,  iiii,  Ki  .  ii;. 


[.Sec  "  Sorwiyiun  Angliiiys,' 


A  Dav's  Catch  on  the  Foeo  Riveb,  Stjobdalen. 

[See  "Norwegian  Anglings.' 
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As  showing  what  can  be  done  on  a  Namsen  beat 
one  gentleman  alone  had  28381b^  between  June  13 
and  Aug.  18,  and  a  party  of  anglers  on  the  next 
beat  secured  over  50001b.  in  June  and  Julyj 

In  August  and  September  a  succession  of 
exceptionally  heavy  floods  proved  a  spoil-sport 
over  many  of  the  western  Norway  angling  districts, 
the  rivers  never  settling  down  more  than  a  couple 
or  so  of  days  before  another  flood  came  along. 

"  At  the  time  of  going  to  press  (Jan.  15)  reports 
reach  me  of  early  and  heavy  snowfalls  and  severe 
frosts  in  several  districts  of  western  Norway; 

J' J.  D,'i 


THE 


BULL  TEOUT  OF  THE 
AND   OF  TWEED. 
By  W,  L.  Galdeewood.;  , 


TAY 


[Extracts  from  a  paper  read  before  the  Royal  Society 
of  Edinburgh.) 

'  "  The  particular  bull  trout  with  which  I  desire  to 
deal  in  this  paper  are  the  important  migratory 
fishes'which  are  commonly  referred  to  by  this  name 


examining  many  Tay  bull  trout,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that  this  fish  is  the  same  as  the  '  salmon  bull 
trout  •  of  Parnell ;  and  further,  that  it  cannot  be 
referred  either  to  S.  eriox  or  to  *S'.  trutta; 

"  The  bull  trout  of  the  Tay  grows  to  a  size  beyond 
that  ever  attained  by  any  variety  of  sea  trout. 
Examples  occur  from  5lb.  to  601b.  I  have  not  myself 
seen  any  example  approaching  601b.,  and  such  are 
naturally  extremely  rare,  but  records  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  secretary  of  the  Tay  Salmon  Fisheries' 
Company  are  sufiScient  to  show  that  the  fish  attains 
as  great  weights  as  the  salmon.  During  the  past 
season  two  or  three  occurred  well  over  401b.,  the 
heaviest  salmon  being  511b.  On  July  6  of  this  year 
(1903)  seven  bull  trout  were  weighed  together,  and 
turned  the  scale  at  2141b.,  showing  the  high  average 
of  301b.  A  small  run  of  fish  between  5lb.  and  81b. 
appeared  with  the  grilse  in  July ;  and  I  may 
remark  in  passing  that  the  Tay  grilse  are  heavy  as 
compared  with  the  grilse  of  other  rivers. 

"  In  general  outline  this  so-called  bull  trout  is  in 
no  way  different  from  the  shapely  Tay  salmon,  and 
the  appearance  of  the  head,  the  outline  of  the  gill 
cover,  and  shape  of  the  preoperculum  are  identical. 
The  caudal  fin  also  and  the  caudal  peduncle  are 


infests  the  gills  of  salmon  kelts  in  fresh  water. 
These  bull  trout  coming  from  the  sea  into  the  river, 
and  with  tide  lice  (Lerneopthirua)  upon  them  to 
prove  their  comparative  cleanness,  are  nevertheless 
usually  infested  by  gill  maggots. 

"  I  know  of  no  other  special  features  other  than 
the  two  just  mentioned  whereby  this  so-called  bull 
trout  may  be  distinguished  from  salmon,  and  in  my 
opinion  no  real  structural  difference  exists. 

"  A  detailed  examination  reveals  nothing  in  the 
dentition,  fin-ray  formulas,  number  of  scales,  from 
adipose  fin  to  lateral  line,  or  in  the  relative  porpor- 
tions  of  the  head,  which  can  be  regarded  as  of  any 
specific  importance. 

"  By  fishermen  these  bull  trout  are  judged  by 
their  spotted  or  speckled  appearance  and  by  the 
presence  of  maggots  on  the  gills.  In  cases  where 
the  spots  are  so  few  as  to  render  decision  doubtful, 
the  gilLs  are  examined,  when,  if  maggots  are  present, 
the  fish  is  regarded  as  a  bull  trout.  For  the  table, 
the  fish  is  considered  as  of  inferior  quality  to  the 
salmon,  and  it  does  not  reaUse  quite  as  high  a  price 
in  the  market. 

"  I  have  already  noticed  that  the  gill  maggots 
are  commonly  found  on  kelts.  Lerneopoda  aalmonea 


in  Scotland.  I  make  no  mention  of  more  or  less 
monstrous  examples  of  the  common  brown  trout, 
or  even  of  those  examples  of  S.  fario  which  have 
assumed  a  semi-migratory  habit,  and  have  become 
much  modified  by  reason  of  their  Ufe  in  the  estuaries 
of  our  larger  rivers. 

Amongst  the  true  migratory  salmonidae  are  two 
fishes  which  I  hope  to  show  are  distinct  from  one 
another,  but  concerning  which  considerable  con- 
fusion seems  at  present  to  exist,  because  they  are 
both  callwl  bull  trout.  This  somewhat  ambiguous 
term  '  bull  trout '  is  a  famiUar  one  throughout 
Scotland,  but  the  two  forms  to  which  I  here  refer  are 
well  represented,  the  one  in  the  Tay  and  the  other 
in  the  Tweed,  and  it  is  convenient,  therefore,  to 
mention  these  two  rivers  specially,  since  they  are, 
as  it  were,  the  homes  of  the  separate  forms.  Parnell, 
in  his  essay  on  the  '  Fishes  of  the  Firth  of  Forth,' 
describes  and  figures  eight  bull  trout,  to  some  of 
which  he  gives  the  names  of  '  salmon  bull  trout.' 
These  fishes  are  placed  as  varieties  of  the  species 
<V.  eriox,  and  are,  curiously  enough,  included  in  part 
by  Giinther  under  hia  species  S.  trutta  {Briti  Mus. 
Cat.,  vol  vi.  p.  26) J 
i"  During  last  summer  I  had  the  opportunity  of 


On  the  Aablivold  Beat,  on  the  Obkla  Rivek. 

ahke  in  Uke  sizes  of  fish.  The  opportunity  given 
me  of  viewing  salmon  interspersed  with  bull  trout 
laid  out  in  rows  upon  the  sloping  cement  floor  of 
the  Tay  Fisheries'  Company  Fish  House  at  Perth 
enabled  one  not  only  to  compare  bull  trout  and 
salmon,  but  to  note  the  variations  which  occur  in 
both  ;  and  those  variations  I  found  to  be  in  no 
way  dissimilar. 

"  The  distinguishing  feature'of  the  bull  trout  is 
primarily  one  of  surface  marking.  The  dorsum  is 
more  or  less  thickly  speckled  with  small  black  spots, 
and  these  are  also  to  a  varying  extent  displayed  on 
the  side,  and  more  especially  on  the  '  shoulder  '  of 
the  fish  below  the  lateral  fine.  A  well-marked  bull 
trout  has  the  spots  below  the  lateral  line  continued 
backwards  as  far  as  the  level  of  the  dorsal  fin. 
But  when  one  examines  a  large  number  of  fish, 
examples  are  readily  found  with  few  spots  ;  and 
one  notices  that  a  diminishing  gradation  blends 
ultimately  into  an  appearance  which  in  no  way  differs 
from  that  seen  in  fish  which  are  unquestionably 
pure  salmon. 

"  A  peculiar  characteristic  of  these  fish,  however, 
is  the  presence  of  '  maggots  -  (Lerneopoda  salmonea. 
Linn.)  on  the  gills,  the  parasite  which  commonly 


[.^ee  "  Ntrrwegian  Artglin^s," 

is  usually  beUeved  to  be  exclusively  a  fresh-water 
parasite.  My  attention  was  first  called  to  the  fact 
that  this  may  not  be  the  case  in  the  results  obtained 
by  the  markmg  of  salmon  which  has  been  conducted 
by  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  durmg  recent 
years.  A  grilse  kelt,  marked  in  the  Deveron  on 
March  11,  1901,  by  a  silver  label  numbered  6508, 
was  recaptured  on  July  11  of  the  same  year,  at 
Cove,  just  south  of  Aberdeen.  To  have  travelled 
in  four  months  roimd  the  coast,  passing,  as  it 
had  done,  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  Ugie,  Ythan, 
Don,  and  Dee,  is  sufficient  to  show  that  the  fish 
must  have  been  some  time  in  salt  water,  and  between 
marking  and  recapture  it  had  gained  2Jlb.  in  weight, 
yet  quite  a  number  of  maggots  were  still  attached 
to  the  gills  when  I  received  the  fish.  This  induced 
a  more  careful  examination  of  the  giUs  of  the  fish 
ascending  rivers  from  the  sea.  and  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  salmon  marking,  ilr.  H.  W.  J ohnstone, 
who  kindly  associates  himself  with  me  in  all  the 
Tay  markings,  has  noted,  as  I  have  also  noted, 
many  autumn  fish  with  a  few  maggots  in  their  giUs 
—indeed,  late-running  fish  are  very  commonly 
found  with  maggots.  In  salmon  and  grilse  proper 
the  maggots  are  never  so  numerous  as  in.  *buU 


124 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


February  20,  1904 


trout,',  or  fish  witll  certain  hull  trout  markings, 
but  I  regard  it  as  most  significant  that  fish  fresh 
from  the  tideway  in  the  lower  Tay  should  be  so 
found.  ' 

"  Tweed  Fish. 
"  Turning  now-  to,  tlie  bull  trout  of  the  Tweed 
district,  we  find  at  ouec  a  very  different  fish,  and 
in  this  (!a"^e  a  troqt  in  reiility.  I'arneH  classed  his 
salmon  bull  ti  out  under  S.  Criax,  and  I  have  ventured 
to  assert  that  iS'.  salar  would  have  been  a  more 
approjiriato  title.  This  Tweed  bull  trout,  otherwise 
known  as  the  grey  trout  or  round  tail,  is  the  8.  criox 
as  described  by  Yarrell,  who,  better  I  think  than 
any  other  writer,  S(5eins  to  have  recognised  the 
rather  distinct  cliaracter  of  the  fish.  Giinther 
refers  to  Yarrell's  S.  eriox  under  S.  cambricus,  the 
sewen,  or  English  and  Irish  equivalent  of  our 
Scottish  sea-trout ;  and  Day  places  the  fish  in  the 
same  category,  with  this  difference,  that  he  does  not 
consider  cambricus  as  specifically  distinct  from  trutta. 

"  Without  entering  at  length  into  the  wide 
question  of  the  genealogy  of  migratory  and  non- 
migratory  trout,  it  is  advisable  to  recollect  both 
tha  apparently  groat  differences  which  exist  between 
what  I  prefer  to  call  local  races  of  trout  and  the 
infinite  gradations  wliich  certainly  exist  to  join 
such  local  races  with  one  another  and  with  the 
typical  sea-trout  or  the  typical  brown  trout.  The 
result  of  transporting  brown  trout  eggs  to  New 
Zealand  has  shown  how  rapidly  change  of  environ- 
ment will  produce  a  fish  which  our  British  Museum 
authorities  diagnose  as  typical  sea-trout  {S.  trutta). 

"  The  late  Sir  James  Maitland  showed  by  different 
methods  of  feeding  liow  Loch  Leven  trout  could  be 
made  to  resemble  either  S.  jario  or  S.  trutta  ;  the 
beautiful  silvery  trout  [jario)  of  some  of  our 
West  Highland  lochs  inaccessible  to  ascending  fish  ; 
the  characteristics  of  estuary  trout,  of  the  ()rkney 
trout,  or,  let  us  say,  of  the  creature  usually  described 
as  Salmo  ferox,  are  enough  to  show  that  either  we 
must  have  a  great  many  species,  in  accordance  with 
the  view  adopted  by  Giinther,  or,  laying  stress  on 
the  intermediate  gradations,  we  must  regard  all 
trout  as  belonging  to  one  species,  and  that  a  plastic, 
and  therefore  perhaps  a  comparatively  recent 
species.  The  name  S.  eriox  is  as  old  as  the  thirteenth 
century.  In  1824  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  classed  all 
our  varieties  under  tlie  name  S.  eriox  ;  but  it  being 
maintained  in  1878  that  the  fish  referred  to  by 
Linnaeus  was  in  reality  the  young  of  <S.  salar,  the 
term  eriox,  as  applied  to  trout,  was  discarded,  and 
by  a  process  of  gradual  disentanglement  from 
amongst  the  many  specifically  named  creatures 
which  in  the  interval  liad  been  described  by  natu- 
ralists, our  present  name  of  S.  trutta  has  been 
brought  into  common  use. 

"  If  we  examine  the  Tweed  bull  trout,  locally 
termed  simply  sea  trout,  as  it  comes  from  the  sea 
at  Berwick,  its  appearance  is  very  different  from 
that  of  the  typical  S.  trutta.  It  is  not  a  very  silvery 
fish,  and  the  sides  are  profusely  spotted.  This 
condition  is  constant  in  Tweed  trout  of  all  sizes 
In  examining  a  large  number  of  these  trout  at 
Berwick  last  August,  I  was  fortunate  enough  to 
find  at  the  sams  time  a  single  small  specimen  of  the 
typical  trutta,  a  fish  of  2|lb.  The  brilhant  sheen  of 
this  fish  was  very  distinct  from  the  rather  faded 
grey  appearance  of  the  Tweed  trout  of  the  same 
size.  The  head  had  the  conical  appearance  so 
characteristic  of  S.  trutta — small  in  proportion  to 
the  length  of  the  fish,  with  the  maxillary  bones 
well  sunk  into  the  surface,  so  as  to  give  that  smooth 
ness  and  compact  appearance  which  always  seems 
to  me  a  noticeable  feature  in  typical  examples  of 
the  species.  The  operculum  and  suboperculum 
united  also  in  a  rounded  angle  only  slightly  below 
the  level  of  the  eye.  In  the  grey  trout  tlie  head  is 
flatter  on  the  sides  and  the  bones  of  the  mouth 
more  prominent,  thus  giving  a  coarser  appearance 
to  the  head.  The  gill  cover  is  more  angular,  and 
the  angle  is  at  a  lower  level,  being  in  a  line  with, 
and  sometimes  oven  rather  below,  the  level  of  the 
posterior  extremity  of  the  maxilla.  On  this  account 
the  lower  margins  of  the  suboperculum  and  inter 
operculum  are  straighter  and  more  horizontal  tlian 
in  trutta  or  salar.  A  rather  marked  peculiarity  of 
the  prcoperculum  struck  me,  which  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  referred  to  by  any  of  the  autliors 
whose  works  I  have  consulted.  Instead  of  the 
posterior  margin  being  gently  curved  or  sliglitly 
sinuous,  I  found  tliat  the  great  majority  of  these 
fish  have  a  crescent-shaped  notch  in  the  posteiior 
margin  of  this  bone.  In  a  few  cases  two  less  distinct 
notches  occurred,  while  in  onj  or  two  cxam[)les 
throe  less  deep  notches  were  present,  giving  to  the 


outline  of  this  bone  a  rippling  or  undulatory 
appearance.  In  only  one  case  out  of  the  twelve  or 
thirteen  dozen  fishes  examined  did  I  find  no  trace 
of  indentations  on  the  preopercular  bones,  while  in 
one  other  case  I  found  tlie  l)ane  of  one  side  of  the 
head  witii  the  usual  deep  siugk;  noteh,  while  tiu; 
b.me  of  the  other  side  of  the  head  was  tuiindeiifi^d. 

"  The  caudal  fin  is  also  a  well-marked  feature-. 
\t  a  comi)aratively  (larly  ag^^  this  tail  fin  becomes 
truncate  or  rounded  at  its  outer  margin.  In  mlar 
and  in  trutta  prop.M'  this  never  liappens.  .so  far  as  I 
am  aware,  except  in  distinctly  large  fish.  In  tlie 
Tweed  trout,  however,  fish  between  6lb.  and  71b., 
or  about  twenty-five  inches  long,  show  this  rounded 
tiil — hence  the  name  '  round  tail.' 

"  An  cxampb  weighing  2^1b.,  and  which  was 
eighteen  and  a  half  inches  long,  was  found  to  have 
the  caudal  fin  slightly  forked  when  fully  extended. 
From  thi^  slightly  forked  condition  in  young  fish, 
the  tail  fin  becomes  first  '  straight,'  then,  with 
increased  size  and  age,  the  rounded  outer  border 
appears.  Finally,  in  fish  of  101b.  and  upwards,  a 
stunted  aspect  is  frequently  noticeable,  the  tail 
being  not  only  rounded,  but  apparently  so  much 
thickened  and  grown-ovcr  by  the  caudal  peduncle 
as  to  have  the  free  portions  of  the  caudal  fin  rays 
noticeably  short.  All  large  specimens  have  not 
this  appearance,  but  it  is  common  among.st  large 
examples  ;  the  tail  ii  thick,  short,  and  chim.sy. 
The  Tweed  trout  is  not  often  found  of  greater 
weight  tiian  151b.  or  I  Gib.  The  heaviest  fish  of 
whicli  I  can  find  any  record  is  one  of  221b.,  said  to 
have  been  caught  at  Cornhill  boat-house  in  either 
1841  or  1842  (WilUam  Rochester,  Tweed  Salmon 
Reports,  1866,  p.  102). 

"  The  caudal  peduncle  is,  trout-like,  compara- 
tively broad,  varying,  I  find,  in  the  proportion  of 
12  to  I'Sl  times  the  total  length  of  the  fish.  In  the 
finer-tailed  salmon  this  measurement  gives  13^ 
to  15  times. 

"  The  fish  appear  to  retain  its  teeth  on  the  shaft 
as  well  as  on  the  head  of  the  vomer  to  a  more 
advanced  age  than  is  the  case  in  the  ordinary  sea- 
trout.  No  gill  maggots  were  present  in  the  fishes 
examined. 

"  Though  the  Tweed  trout  cannot,  in  my  opinion, 
be  regarded  as  a  spec.es  distinct  from  trutta,  it  is 
perhaps  the  best  defined  variety  of  migratory  trout 
in  the  British  Islands,  and  on  this  account  might 
well,  I  think,  retain  the  distinguishing  name  of 
eriox,  in  contradistinction  to  the  variety  cambricus. 
I  am  not  familiar  witii  the  trout  of  the  Coquet,  but 
there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  Tweed 
trout  and  the  Coquet  trout  are  of  the  same  local  race, 
and  that  Berwickshire  and  Northumberland  form, 
as  it  were,  the  headquarters  of  the  variety.  More 
over,  the  history  of  the  local  fisheries  seems  to 
show  that  this  variety  has  almost  entirely  super- 
seded the  sea-trout  proper.  A  point  upon  which 
more  information  is  required  is  the  relative  dis 
tribution  of  this  fish  at  the  mouths  of  many  of  our 
Highland  rivers,  as  referred  to  recently  by  Mr. 
Harvie-Brown  {Fishing  Gazette,  Oct.  10,  1903).  In 
the  Tweed,  clean  bull  trout  have  been  taken  in 
January  during  netting  for  experimental  p  n-poses  ; 
and  although  the  greatest  runs  are  in  early  summer, 
and  especially  in  late  autumn,  a  certain  n  imber  of 
fish  are  entering  fresh  water  all  the  year  round 
They  affect  certain  tributaries  more  than  others, 
but  push  up  to  high  spawning  grounds. 

"  In  particulars  of  Estimated  Annual  Produce  of 
the  Fisheries  of  the  River  Tweed  from  1808  to 
1894,  it  appears  that,  whereas  at  the  beginning  of 
that  period  trout  were  less  numerous  than  either 
salmon  or  grilse,  in  pi-ocess  of  time  trout  became 
more  numerous,  first  than  salmon,  and  afterwards 
than  grilse. 

"  In  1808  the  figures  are  37,333  salmon,  25,324 
grilse,  and  21,033  trout.  In  1844,  the  year  of  the 
maximum  trout  crop,  there  were  21,830  salmon, 
88.003  grilse,  and  99,256  trout.  In  1894  we  have  a 
marked  shrinkage  —  namely,  3271  salmpn,  7877 
grilse,  and  18,535  trout. 

"The  surprising  manner  in  which  this  trout  has 
asserted  itself  leads  us  more  clearly  to  understand 
the  well-defined  character  which  the  variety  eriox 
now  exhibits.". 


MR.  DAVin  SLATER. 


Mr.  David  Slater,  the  well-known  fishing  tackle 
maker  of  Newark-on-Trcnt,  sends  us  hia  ne.v 
wholesale  catalogue  of  fishing  reels  and  fishing 
tackle  generally  ;  it  is  very  nicely  produced,  th3 
printing  and  illustrations  being  quite  first-classj 
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{Concluded  from  page  109.) 

Sand  Fly  (also. according  t.)  Mr.  Sang's  capital  i 
nio.st  useful  "  Dictionaiy  of  Tioul  Flies,"  called 
Landrail  and  Copper,  Little  Cinnamon  Fly,  Sanded 
Dun).  Ronald's  Description.  This  lly  couu  s 
from  a  wat.-r  larva.  It  is  higiily  extolled  hy  Mr. 
Bainbridgc,  who  says  '  that  it  may  be  reckoned  as 
one  of  the  best  flies  for  affording  diversion  which  can 
possibly  be  selected,  for  it  may  be  used  sucessfully 
at  all  hours  of  the  day,  from  April  to  the  end  of 
September,  and  is  equally  alluring  to  the  trout  and 
grayling.'  ('  Fly  Fisher's  Guide,'  p.  143.)  My  own 
experience  leads  me  to  recommend  the  use  of  it 
during  April  and  May,  on  days  when  there  is  no 
abundance  of  any  particular  insect  on  the  water.  A 
fly  very  like  it  is  used  in  September  and  October,; 
called  the  Cinnamon  Fly.  Imitation. — Body  :  Of 
the  sandy-coloured  fur  from  the  hare's  neck,  spun 
on  silk  of  the  same  colour.  Wings  :  From  the  land- 
rail's wing,  made  full.  Leg.3 :  From  a  light  ginger 
feather  from  the  neck  of  a  hen.  This  fly  is  made 
buzz  with  a  feather  from  the  underside  of  the  wing 
of  the  t'lrostlc,  wound  upon  the  above  body." 

The  Sand  Fly.  Mr.  Francis  Francis's  Pattern. — 
"  Body  :  Reddish  fur  fiom  a  hare's  poll,  mixed  well 
with  buff  fur,  to  give  it  the  sandy  tinge.  Legs 
Hackle  from  baft'  Cochin  hen.  Wings  :  Two  scraps 
of  starling,  with  two  larger  strips  of  landrail's 
reddiuh  wing  featlier  over  the  otarling.  It  much 
resembles  the  sedge." 

The  Sand  Fiy.— Theakston  calls  t'lis  the  Sanded 
Dun.  His  dressing  is — "  Body  :  Bright  copper^ 
coloured  silk.  Feathers,  for  wings  and  legs,  from 
the  landrail,  throstle,  or  a  yellow  bronze  brown  hen, 
or  the  brown  owl,  with  or  without  tinge  of  water- 
rat."  These  flies  commence  hatching  in  April,  and 
may  b3  seen  in  the  daytime  until  October  ;  but  the 
great  muster  of  t'le  duns  is  from  five  to  seven  in  th© 
afternoon)  and  dusk  in  the  evenings." 

The  Sand  Fly.  D.  Foster's  Dressing.—"  Body  ; 
Fur  from  the  bajk  of  a  hare's  neck,  spun  sparingly 
on  pale  orange  silk.  Legs  :  A  pale,  dull-coloured 
gingar  hackle.  Wings :  From  a  landrail's  wing 
feather." 

Hofland's  pattern  is  same  as  Foster's  ;  in  fact,  all 
t'le  standard  dressing-s  of  this  fly  Are  given  above. 

Hof  and's  Fancy. — This  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  , 
b?st  general  fancy  flies  the  angler  can  use.  We  have 
killed  trout  and  grayling  with  it  at  all  parti  of  the 
season  and  in  all  parts  of  ths  country.  A  slight  but 
useful  variation,  especially  for  grayling,  is  to  put  a 
single  turn  of  silver  tinsel  at  the  end  of  the  body. 
Here  is  Hofland's  own  dressing  from  his  work  :  — 
"  Body  :  Reddiali  dark-brown  silk.  Legs  :  Re< 
hackle.  Wings :  Woodcock's  wing.  Tail :  Two 
or  thrje  strands  of  a  red  hackle.  Hook  :  No.  10 
(that  is,  small)."  He  adds  : — "  This  fly,  from  itt 
liaving  been  my  great  favourite  for  many  years,  haf 
by  my  friends  been  named  as  above  ;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced of  its  excellence  as  a  general  fly,  I  am  content 
to  adopt  it.  Mr.  Wilhngham,  formerly  of  th« 
Strand,  sold  great  numbers  of  them  under  this 
name.  I  have  had  sport  with  it  in  most  parts  o; 
England,  but  particularly  in  the  vicinity  of  London 
in  Hampshire,  and  when  fishing  in  the  Wandle,  th( 
Coin 3,  the  Cray,  or  the  Darenth  I  rarely  use  anj 
other  as  end  fly.  I  have  killed  trout  with  this  flj 
at  Farningham,  when  the  May  Fly  has  been  stronj 
on  the  water,  and  the  fish  have  refused  any  otheif 
that  I  could  offer.  It  may  be  used  after  sunset  with 
success  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom  and  in  any 
season."  , 

The  Francis  Fly.— This  is  another  most  capital 
general  "  fancy  "  fly.  The  trout  and  grayling  will 
tike  it  in  all  weathers,  and  often  when  nothing  else 
will  move  them.  Our  impression  is  that  it  is  taken 
for  a  beetle,  or  perhaps  a  "  bluebottle  " — bronze- 
bottle  would  be  a  better  name  for  many  varieties  of_ 
this  kilHn^  fly.  Here  is  Mr.  Francis's  own  dcscrif  ■« 
tion  : — "  It  may  seem  egotism  in  me  to  place  this 
fly  first  o.i  my  list,  but  since  its  invention,  from  the 
accounts  I  have  had  of  its  qualifications  from  all 
quarters  of  the  globe  where  sa!monid;e  are  found,  it 
certainly  appears  to  have  gained,  as  I  hope,  a  well- 
earn  ul  reputation.  I  first  found  it  kill  well  on  th© 
Welsh  rivers,  where  1  tested  it  against  the  far-famed 
Coch-y-Bondhu,  and  in  whatever  position  it  was 
placed,  whether  as  stretcher  or  dropper,  it  kille4 
above  three  fish  for  one  killed  by  the  Coch-y-BondhUj 
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I  therefore  brought  it  into  public  notice,  and  it  was 
greatly  favoured.  I  tried  it  subsequently  in  other 
quarters  with  the  greatest  success,  and  since  that 
time  wherever  I  have  gone  I  have  found  it  an  un- 
failing resource  when  many  other  favourites  failed. 
It  should  be  dressed,  of  course,  to  suit  the  water : 
small  for  light  waters,  and  large  for  heavy  waters  or 
evening  fishing.  I  have  killed  well  with  it  on  a 
No.  11  or  12  hook,  and  equally  well  (where  it  was 
suitable)  on  a  7,  8,  or  9.  The  body  is  composed  of 
copper-coloured  peacock's  herl,  ribbed  distinctly 
with  copper-red  silk.  Hackle  :  Medium  blue  dun. 
Wings  :  Two  hackle  points  of  a  grizzly  blue  dun 
cock's  hackle  (not  a  hen's)  set  well  up.  It  is  an 
excellent  evening  and  night  fly  dressed  on  a  No.  7 
or  8  hook,  owing  to  the  lively  and  attractive 
play  of  the  hackle-point  wings.  Dressed  large,  it 
kills  sea-trout  well.  It  has  even  slaughtered  many 
a  lordly  salmon  ;  while  I  have  seen  large  numbers 
of  it,  dressed  like  some  huge  moth,  sent  out  to  India 
to  kill  mahseer  amongst  the  Himalayas.  An 
acquaintance  once  told  me  of  a  prodigious  take  of 
very  big  fish  which  he  made  on  the  Kennet  with  it, 
dressed  large." 

[Six.  Farlow,  in  the  Strand,  makes  this  fly  to  the 
inventor's  pattern  splendidly. — Ed.] 

The  Wickham's  Fancy. — Mr.  Francis  says  :  — 
"  This  fly  enjoys  a  wide  reputation,  and  deservedly. 
It  is  one  of  the  best  general  flies  ever  invented,  and 
whenever  one  is  at  a  loss  what  to  use  on  a  strange 
stream,  try  the  Wickham.  It  hails  from  Win- 
chester, where  it  kills  more  fish  than  almost  any 
other  fly.  Body  :  Gold  tinsel,  a  red  hackle  from 
head  to  tail.  Two  strands  of  same  for  tail,  and 
light  or  dark  starling  wing  for  variety.  Hook  from 
8  to  11." 

[Dressed  as  above,  and  also  with  silver  in  place  of 
gold  tinsel,  we  have  found  this  a  capital  grayling  fly 
in  Herefordshire  and  Yorkshire. — Ed.] 

LOCH  NESS  ANGLING  IMPEOVE- 
MENT  ASSOCIATION. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

The  association  having  acquired  the  right  of 
angling  for  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  other  fish  in 
Loch  Ness,  are  prepared  to  give  the  right  of  angling 
to  annual  subscribers  on  the  following  terms  : — 

I.  Salmon  axd  Sea-Trout  Fishing. 

1.  Parties  may  obtain  the  right  of  angling  for 
salmon  and  sea-trout  on  payment  of  the  following  : 

(a)  For  whole  season,  £5  for  each  boat ;  or 
(h)  For  period  from  May  I  to  Oct.  15,  £2  10s.  for 
each  boat. 

2.  All  subscriptions  must  be  paid  in  advance  to 
the  secretary, 'who  will  issue  distinctive  badges  for 
each  boat.  Each  badge  will  be  marked  with  the 
registered  number  of  the  boat,  and  subscribers  are 
Btrictly  prohibited  from  angUng  from  any  boat 
without  its  proper  badge.  Any  person  angling 
from  a  boat  not  marked  with  a  badge  will  be  liable 
'>  prosecution. 

3.  A  subscriber's  right  will  be  strictly  limited  to 
himself,  the  members  of  his  family,  and  visitors 
residing  with  him. 

4.  Only  hotel  keepers,  the  members  of  their 
families,  and  the  hotel  visitors  shall  be  allowed  to 


fish  in  the  authorised  hotel  boats.  Boatmen  and 
other  servants  are  strictly  prohibited  from  fishing. 

5.  No  kelts  r^ay  be  gaffed,  and  a  net  for  landing 
kelts  must  be  carried  in  every  boat  until  May  1. 

II.  Trout  Fishing. 

1.  Parties  may  obtain  the  right  of  keeping  boats 
for  angling  for  trout  (fly  fishing  only)  from  Feb.  28 
to  Oct.  15  on  payment  of  an  annual  subscription  of 
5s.  per  boat.  Each  boat  shall  be  bound  to  carry  a 
badge  provided  by  the  association  for  the  purpose. 

2.  Subscribers  or  others  fishing  from  a  boat 
licensed  for  trout  fishing  only  are  strictly  prohibited 
from  trolling. 

3.  The  association  will,  on  application  to  the 
secretary,  issue,  free  of  charge,  tickets  to  all  parties 
who  may  desire  to  fish  Loch  Ness  from  the  banks  of 
the  loch,  or  from  any  boat  which  has  been  duly 
licensed  by  the  association  for  trout  fishing  only. 
The  association,  however,  can  give  no  right  of 
access  to  the  banks,  and  possessors  of  such  free 
tickets  must  make  their  own  arrangements  with 
the  proprietors. 

III.  General. 

1.  All  subscribers  and  holders  of  free  tickets 
shall  be  bound  to  strictly  observe  the  rules,  regu- 
lations, and  bye-laws  of  the  association,  and  any 
breach  of  these  will  render  the  subscriber  or  ticket 
holder  liable  to  cancellation  of  his  right  of  angling 
for  the  season. 

2.  It  being  the  object  of  the  association  to 
preserve  the  fishing  for  sport,  it  will  be  in  the  power 
of  the  association  to  cancel  any  right  granted  to 
the  owner  of  a  boat  that  is  used  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  fish  for  sale. 

3.  AH  the  badges  for  boats  must  be  returned  to 
the  secretary  at  the  end  of  the  fishing  season. 

4.  Any  person  fishing  in  the  loch  without  per- 
mission from  the  association  will  be  prosecuted. 

For  further  particulars  and  for  subscribers' 
badges  and  free  tickets,  apply  to 

Hugh  M.  Graham, 
Solicitor,  51,  Church-street,  Inverness,  Secretary. 
Feb.  1,  1904. 


"  WIBBLY- WOB,"  OE  TABLE 

FOOTBALL. 
(By  Royal  Letters  Patent  No.  24,402.) 

A  Capital  New  Game. 

Messrs.  A.  W.  Gamage,  Ltd.,  Holbom,  London 
(also  at  Aldershot  and  Dublin),  are  the  sole  makers 
of  a  cheap  new  game,  particulars  of  which  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  bringing  to  the  notice  of  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  After  dinner  at  a  friend's 
house  recently  we  were  invited  to  play  "  Wibbly- 
Wob,"  and  we  played  it.'^If  laughter  is  good  for 


the  soul,  then  so  is  "  Wibbly-Wob,"  and  as  an 
indoor  amusement  for  young  and  old  of  both  sexes 
it  is  simply  great.  It  is  called  "  Wibbly-Wob,"  or 
Table  Football.  The  ball,  which  is  in  shape  like 
the  stones  used  in  a  Scotch  curUng  match,  is  placed 
in  the  centre  of  an  ordinary  dining-room  table  ;  the 
object  of  the  players  is  to  get  it  into  the  opposite 
goal,  as  in  football  This  is  done  by  means  of  wire 
strikers  ;  these  are  simply  two  feet  lengths  of  springy 
steel  wire  with  a  handle  at  one  end  and  a  wooden 
knob  at  the  other.  The  striker  is,  in  fact,  like  the 
lady's  cue  with  the  wooden  knob,  which  is  pushed 
along  the  billiard  table.  The  wire  being  so  flexible 
wobbles  when  you  make  a  push  to  strike  the  ball, 
and  this  is  where  the  fun  comes  in,  as  it  looks  so 
easy  to  hit  the  ball,  whereas  you  may  miss  ynur 
shot  half  a  dozen  times  in  succession.  Two  can 
play,  but  two  against  two  is  the  best  game,  and  is 
really  exciting  and  laughter  compelling  as  well  as 
good  exercise.    


The  cost  of  two  strikers,  two  goals,  and  ball  is 
2s.  6d.,  or  58.,  according  to  quality.  Anglers  who 
may  be  snowed  up  or  flooded  out  will  find  '  Wibbly- 
Wob  "  a  capital  pastime; 

Rules. 

1 .  The  game  is  playcfl  by  two  persons  on  an 
ordinary  dining-room  table. 

2.  To  comrnenco  a  gamo  the  long  wires  should  b« 
straightened  with  the  fingers  and  the  nets  or  goals 
clipped  on  the  centre  of  each  end  of  a  table. 

3.  The  disc  representing  the  ball  is  then  laid  flat 
on  the  centre  of  the  table,  the  players  taking  their 
positions  each  Isehind  a  goal  and  holding  the  wires 
80  that  the  wooden  foot  of  the  striker  is  just  touching 
the  disc,  the  object  of  eacVi  player  being  to  place  the 
disc  in  his  opponent's  goal. 

4.  A  player  shall  only  be  allowed  to  touch  the  disc 
with  the  wooden  end  of  the  striker.  Should  he 
touch  the  disc  with  the  wire,  his  own  hand,  or  any- 
thing other  than  the  end  of  the  striker,  his  opponent 
must  call  "  hands,"  and  he  is  entitled  to  a  "  free 
kick." 

5.  If  the  disc  roUs  off  the  table,  play  is  started 
from  the  centre  again.  If  a  player  sends  the  disc 
sliding  off  the  table  his  opponent  is  entitled  to  a 
"  free  kick." 

6.  A  "  free  kick  "  is  an  uninterrupted  shot  taken 
six  inches  from  the  edges  where  the  disc  left  the 
table,  or  in  the  case  of  "  hands,"  from  the  point 
where  the  disc  was  last  touched. 

7.  When  a  player  is  taking  a  "  free  kick "  his 
opponent  must  rest  tlie  end  of  the  striker  on  the 
edge  of  the  table  immediately  in  front  of  his  goal, 
and  is  not  entitled  to  advance  until  the  disc  has  been 
moved  or  touched. 

8.  Three  goals  shall  be  reckoned  as  a  game,  or  the 
winner  can  be  determined  by  the  number  of  goals 
scored  in  a  definite  time  to  be  arranged  before  start- 
ing. The  game  can  also  be  played  by  four  or  six 
players. 


COMPLIMENTAEY  DINNEE  TO 
AN  ANGLING  LIBEAEIAN. 


In  recognition  of  the  University  of  St.  Andrews 
conferring  the  degree  of  LL.D.  upon  Mr.  Hew 
Morrison,  of  the  Edinburgh  Public  Library,  he  was 
entertained  to  dinner  in  the  Liberal  Club,  Edinburgh, 
by  a  nuipiber  of  angling  friends  who,  as  a  party, 
make  an  annual  pilgrimage  to  Melvich,  Sutherland- 
shire. 

Mr.  Charles  Eraser,  of  St.  Helens,  Melrose,  pre- 
sided, and,  while  referring  to  the  many  and  varied 
gifts  of  their  guest,  remarked  that  of  all  the  bonds 
of  union  that  held  longer  and  stood  the  weather 
best,  that  which  existed  between  anglers  was  chief. 
The  pleasant  days  spent  in  Melvich,  and  the  success 
of  those  angling  trips,  depended  so  much  on  their 
guest  that,  if  for  nothing  else,  they  rejoiced  greatly 
that  he  had  been  so  highly  honoured. 


BLIND  HOOKS,  WET-FLY  FISHING 
—SOME  GEAND  HAIE. 

In  reviewing  the  correspondence  anent  eyed  r; 
blind  hooks,  is  it  not  a  subject  for  comment  that 
while  so  many  have  eulogised  the  advantages  of 
eyed  hooks — in  fact,  declared  their  virtues  para- 
mount— so  few  have  expoxmded  their  views  on  the 
unquestionable  utility  of  blind  hooks  ?  Lest  I 
might  from  my  subsequent  remarks  incur  the  dis- 
pleasure of  a  certain  community,  I  would  have  it 
understood  that  because  I  am  a  staimch  adherent 
of  bUnd  hooks,  I  do  not  altogether  deprecate  the 
use  of  eyed  hooks  in  dry  fly  fishing ;  but  against 
their  immoderate  use  in  wet  flyfishing  I  feel  impelled 
to  enter  a  strong  protest. 

The  respective  merits  of  eyed  and  blind  flies  have 
lately  been  discussed  with  keen  animation  by  anglers 
in  the  Alidlands,  the  contention — which  somehow 
the  opposition  seem  unable  to  controvert — of  the 
votaries  of  blind  hooks  being  that  an  eyed  fly  can 
never  be  relied  upon  to  alight  naturally  on  the 
water  —  truly  an  imfortunate  contretemps  on  a 
thinly  populated  trout  stream.- 

An  iU-thrown  winged  fly  floating  in  an  unnatural 
position  is  not  above  suspicion  to  your  ultra  indif- 
ferent trout,  and  the  probabiHty  is  that  he  will  not 
wait  for  the  fly  being  presented  in  a  seductive  form  ; 
he  will  flee  incontinently  at  the  succeeding  cast, 
more  especially  if  the  venue  occurs  on  placid  water 
It  will  be  readily  seen  how  very  essential  it  is  that 
the  initial  throw  be  made  adxoitly ;  and  in  my 
opinion  blind,  which  in  proportion  are  fighter  and 
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more  evenly  balanced  than  eyed  hooks,  are  best 
suited  for  effecting  this  desideratum; 

Very  often  anglers  accustomed  to  using  bUnd 
hooks  experience  a  difficulty — which  of  course  could 
be  obviated  were  they  not  to  leave  their  purchases 
until  the  last  moment — in  acquiring  their  favourite 
imitations  attached  to  gut  of  suitable  size  and 
quality.  This  in  a  measure  may  conduce  to  the 
popularity  of  eyed  hooks. 

But  of  what  avail,  I  ask,  are  eyed  hooks  when 
hair  is  employed  ?    Impracticable  ! 

Professional  fly  dressers  well  know  how  fastidious 
anglers  are  in  regard  to  gut,  and  it  is  not  surprising 
to  learn  that  they  advocate  the  use  of  eyed  flies,  so 
coimteracting  bad  stock,  from  which  blind  hooks 
will  never  be  exempt,  in  that  flies  prepared  for  one 
season  are  unsaleable  at  the  next,  the  gut  or  hair 
on  which  they  are  tied  being  Uable  to  separate 
from  the  silk.  i 

Moreover,  eyed  entail  less  labour  in  dressing  than 
blind  hooks,  while  their  cost  in  most  instances 
exceeds  that  of  the  latter,  which  offer  less  profit  to 
the  retailer.  • 

As  for  lake  fishing,  where  large  flies  are  employed, 
the  fact  of  the  fly  flopping  awkwardly  on  the  water 
or  the  hook  being  eyed  is  immaterial,  since  fish, 
when  in  the  mood,  will  rise  at  anything  resembUng 
a.  fly  skimming  along  the  surface  ;  but  you  Wal- 
tonians  who  are  enamoured  of  eyed  hooks  in  the 
pursuit  of  wet  fly  fishing,  will  you  not  admit  that 
your  cast  of  eyed  tail  fly  and  eyed  droppers  lacks 
the  trim  appearance  which  characterises  the  cast  of 
the  angler  using  blind  hooks  ? 

Eyed  flies  undoubtedly  have  come  as  a  boon  and 
a  blessing  to  dry  fly  fishers  ;  but  there  is  not  the 
slightest  justification  for  their  inclusion  into  the 
branch  of  wet  fly  fishing — a  wide  gulf  separates  the 
one  art  from  the  other. 

Not  the  least  interesting  in  this  controversy  are 
"  Val  Conson's  "  letters,  particularly  the  one  pub- 
lished in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Nov.  8,  1902,  since 
reproduced  in  the  issue  of  Jan.  9  last.  One  has 
but  to  glance  at  the  illustration  accompanying  the 
letter  in  question  to  confess  that  the  bhnd  alongside 
the  eyed  imitations  are  more  akin  to  nature. 

In  so  illustrating  his  observations,  "  Val  Conson  " 
reveals  much  in  favour  of  the  retention  of  the  old 
class  of  hooks  for  fly  fishing — wet  fly,  at  all  costs— 
and  small  comfort  for  the  inordinate  craze  for  eyed 
hooks.  ' 

Apropos  of  horsehair,  it  is  seldom  one's  Jot 
nowadays  to  come  in  contact  with  really  good  hair 
suitable  for  making  into  casts.  Time  and  again 
I  have  received  specially  picked  strands  and  care- 
fully selected  casts  for  inspection,  only  to  find,  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  imperfections  that  unfitted 
them  for  the  least  consideration.' 

Not  so  the  other  day,  however,  when  shown  two 
superb  white  tails  by  a  firm  of  fishing  tackle  dealers 
in  a  Yorkshire  country  town. 

This  hair  is  as  near  perfection  as  it  is  possible  to 
be,  and  although  I  have  as  much  good  hair  as  will 
see  me  to  the  end  of  my  fishing  days,  I  could  not 
resist  the  temptation  of  investing  in  a  few  casts  of 
this  chance  discovery; 

Some  of  the  strands  measure  forty-two  inches, 
are  surprisingly  round  and  transparent,  and  of  a 
strength  that  would  deUght  the  heart  of  the  angler 
with  a  baneful  habit  of  treating  his  fish  with  scant 
ceremony. 

Messrs.  C.  Hall  &  Co.,  Knaresborough,  intend 
placing  the  hair  on  the  market  at  prices  ranging 
from  2d.  to  3d.  per  single  hair,  and  Is.  6d.  to  2s. 
per  cast  of  three  yards,  according  to  quaUty; 

Bkown  Owl. 

f "  Brown  Owl "  sends  me  some  of  the  hairs  he 
refers  to,  and  it  is  many  years  since  I  saw  any  so 
good  in  every  way,  and  I  doubt  if  I  ever  did  see  any 
so  strong.  I  certainly  shall  try  it  for  dry  fly  fishing 
at  the  first  opportunity. — Ed.] 


THE  HAEBOURNE. 

The  Harbourne  brook  is  a  tributary  of  the  Dart, 
which  it  joins  some  five  miles  below  Totnes,  and  is 
not  unworthy  of  mention  as  holding  a  far  better 
average  of  sizeable  trout  than  the  larger  river. 
Kising  in  the  Moor,  it  purls,  at  first  a  mere  beck, 
past  Brent-Harbourneford,  Marley,  Venton,  Har- 
berton,  and  Harbertonford  to  Bow  Bridge,  where 
its  estuary  commences.  The  four  last  places  are 
each  much  about  the  same  distance  from  Totnes — 
namely,  three  miles,  and  the  six  and  a  half  miles  of 
stream  from  Venton  to  Bow  has  a  fair  volume  of 


water  in  the  spring  months;  Up  to  Marley,  though 
much  overgrown,  the  stream  is  full  of  nice  fish,  and 
it  is  practically  unfished.  The  Harbourne  is  not 
included  in  the  Dart  Association  water,  and  almost 
throughout  its  course  permission  is  readily  granted 
by  the  hospitable  Devonshire  farmers. 

A  httle  below  Venton,  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Smith,  of 
Sandwell,  preserves  about  one  and  a  quarter  mile, 
and  below  Harbertonford,  at  Beenleigh,  Mr.  Mason 
has  let  his  mile  of  fishing.  To  the  angler  who  is 
disappointed  with  the  small  and  by  no  means  free 
rising  trout  of  the  Dart — that  most  capricious  of 
rivers — this  little  stream  offers  a  most  agreeable 
change.  A  good  deal  of  it  caij  be  fly-fished  by  a 
canny  performer,  especially  before  the  foUage  and 
rank  weeds  spring  up  ;  and  for  flies,  the  local 
patterns,  as  Edmond's  Palmer,  Blue  Upright,  Half- 
stone  Ohve  Quill,  Hawthorne,  with  Coachman  and 
Silver  Sedge  for  evening,  will  be  sufficient.  The 
concourse  of  fishermen  who  throng  the  Dart  in 
spring  know  nothing  of  this  lovely  brook,  and  it  is 
when  the  beautiful  looking  stickles  they  whip  are 
all  but  worthless,  from  May  on,  chiefly  from  pollu- 
tion, that  they,  or  some  of  them,  might  return  from 
the  Harbourne  with  a  creel  worth  showing.  But 
this  can  only  be  done  by  the  painstaking  and 
expert  angler.  There  are  no  boulders,  dangerous 
wading,  or  annoying  cover  to  encounter  ;  the  brook 
prattles  along  through  lush  meadows,  past  tuneful 
copses  all  its  course,  and  its  denizens  run  three  to 
the  pound,  with  many  a  half-pounder  and  over 
thrown  in. 

Below  Sandwell,  Leigh  Bridge,  near  the  village 
of  Harberton,  is  one  of  the  best  starting  points. 
Thence  to  Harbertonford,  about  two  and  a  quarter 
miles,  the  water  fished  down  and  tried  carefully 
back  is  quite  enough  for  one  day's  work.  From 
Harbertonford  to  Bow  Bridge,  two  and  a  half  miles, 
but  skipping  the  mile  at  Beenleigh,  is  ample  for 
another.  On  other  days  it  may  be  tried  from 
Sandwell  up.  But  with  the  luxuriant  growths  of 
May,  the  fly-fisher  will  have  but  a  poor  show  com- 
pared with  the  clear  water  worm  expert,  and  later 
he  who  adopts  the  Devon  style  of  dapping.  I  do 
not  propose  to  descant  on  this  difficult  mode  of 
using  the  worm  save  to  advise  single-hook  tackle, 
the  Stewart  being  only  appropriate,  in  the  writer's 
opinion,  to  wider  and  less  encumbered  waters.  In 
summer  the  cleverest  performer  would  have  enough 
to  do  to  get  even  one  hook  into  some  of  the  most 
tempting  spots  almost  hidden  by  leafy  environment 
and  obstructed  by  blackberry  and  dog-rose  brambles. 
Also  let  him  discard  all  the  dunghill  tribes  of  gilt- 
tails  and  brandhngs,  and  pin  his  faith  to  small, 
light  grey  earth  worms.  From  the  end  of  May  the 
dap  is  a  deadly  lure.  It  is  worked  this  way :  To 
a  fine  one  and  a  half  yard  collar  have  one  No.  6 
hook,  new  scale,  well  barbed  and  extra  sharp,  with 
a  tiny  pellet  of  shot  pinched  on  two  inches  above 
it.  Thread  one  Kve  Oak  Fly  (the  up  and  down),  or 
a  Wood  Fly,  on  the  bend,  and  cover  the  barb  with 
a  gentle.  The  flies  should  be  kept  in  a  perforated 
zinc  bottle,  or,  faihng  this,  a  glass  one  with  notches 
cut  in  the  cork  to  admit  air  will  do.  This  gear, 
with  very  httle  hne,  is  let  travel  down  each  httle 
stickle  or  dropped  in  between  fohage.  The  knowing 
(and  motionless)  angler  ■\vill  constantly  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  this  lure  taken,  himself  unseen, 
and  know  when  to  strike,  or  in  rough  water  when 
he  observes  his  gut  straighten  out  wiU  be  the  time. 
If  live  flies  cannot  be  procured,  the  artificial  Red 
and  Black  Palmers  may  be  successfully  used  with 
a  gentle  covering  the  barb.  In  all  cases  the  shot 
should  be  put  on  as  the  dap  is  all  the  more  fatal 
for  being  six  inches  under  water.  Later  on  grass- 
hoppers are  good  in  th&  same  way.  The  tide  runs 
up  to  Bow  Bridge,  where,  at  the  ebb,  is  a  famous 
pool  which  is  never  tenantless;  Commencing  here 
one  day  in  September,  I  got  a  sea-trout  near  fib. 
and  three  brownies  averaging  |lb.  in  the  first 
twenty  minutes  in  one  spot.  The  mile  between 
Bow  and  Beenleigh  Bridges  contains  fine  trout  for 
Devon.  They  run  over  three  to  the  pound,  and 
I  lb.  fish  are  not  at  all  uncommon  here.  This  is  also 
the  best  part  of  the  stream  for  "  truff  "  and  "  peal," 
though  I  beheve  both  names  are  locahsms  for  a 
larger  and  smaller  run  of  sea-trout  In  an  orchard' 
at  Harbertonford  is  a  long,  slow-running  deep 
which  always  holds  heavy  trout.  I  saw  one  killed 
there  by  Mr.  E.  Distin,  of  Totnes,  which  measured 
eighteen  inches  and  weighed  21b.  6oz.  It  fell  a 
victim  to  the  worm;  The  writer  has  had  some 
excellent  sport  in  this  brook  during  the  past  season, 
getting  altogether  180  nice  sized  trout,  the  best 
nearly  lib,    A  Small  natural  miimow  spun  in  the 


deeper  holes  and  stickles  is  also  a  sure  bait;  The 
Harbourne  is  a  rapid  brook,  with  a  constant  succes- 
sion of  runs  and  little  pools  throughout  its  course. 

Black  Hackj-e. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks. — The  river  is 
just  beginning  to  get  within  its  banks  again,  after  a 
flood  wbich  in  parts  ahnost  equalled  that  of  1804. 
For  over  a  week  it  has  been  impossible  to  see  any 
part  of  the  towpath  at  most  of  the  places,  but  on 
Wednesday  the  towpaths  were  just  beginning  to  show 
again,  and  as  the  water  was  being  run  off  rapidly 
there  is  a  prospect  of  being  able  to  resume  fishint; 
from  the  bank  in  a  few  days.  The  water  which  ha-i 
been  very  highly  coloured  is  fining  down  a  little, 
though  up  to  Thursday  it  was  very  bad,  and  those 
who  ventured  out  in  boats  were  rewarded  by  poor 
sport,  only  a  few  roach  and  dace  being  caught. 
There  is  now  only  three  weeks  of  the  coarse  fishiii  ^ 
left,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  things  will  improve. 
Even  a  day's  rain  may  upset  the  river  for  another 
week,  but  with  the  advent  of  a  little  frost  and  a 
rising  glass,  anglers  are  hoping  for  the  best.  Tli  > 
Kingston  Piscatorials  have  fixed  a  roach  com- 
petition for  to-day  (Saturday),  and  the  tw  > 
following  days.  At  the  Thames  Conservancy 
meeting  on  Monday  the  Lower  River  and  General 
Purposes  Committee  reported  that  they  had  con- 
sidered an  application  from  the  Corporation  of 
Richmond  for  the  grant  of  a  lease  of  a  piece  of  the 
towing  path  in  front  of  their  Waterworks  at  River- 
side, Richmond,  for  use  as  a  wharf,  and  asking 
permission  to  lay  down  rails  across  the  towing  path. 
As  the  place  was  used  as  a  public  landing  place  for 
materials,  the  committee  considered  that  no  lease 
or  other  exclusive  right  of  use  should  be  given  to 
any  person  or  body.  They  recommended,  however, 
that,  subject  to  there  being  no  interference  with 
the  public  use  of  the  landing  place,  permission  be 
given  to  the  Corporation  of  Richmond  at  their  own 
risk  and  responsibility  to  place  rails  across  the 
towing  path,  and  to  use  a  travelling  crane  for 
unloading  barges  subject  to  certain  specified  con- 
ditions.   This  was  adopted. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley).  —  If  the  water  does  not  re- 
ceive a  serious  check  with  more  rain  or  snow  by 
the  week-end  I  should  say  it  will  be  once  more 
within  bounds  again.  It  is  already  a  good  colour 
for  roaching,  and  before  the  snow  came  Mr.  F.  G.  G. 
Frayers,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett  on  the  flooded 
meadows,  took  some  good  roach  up  to  lib.  8oz., 
with  bags  up  to  201b.  The  fish  were  taken  ledgering 
with  lob  worms.  Of  course,  there  will  be  a  very 
heavy  stream  running  for  the  next  week. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  continuous 
heavy  rains  have  kept  tlie  river  in  flood,  and  the 
banlts  have  been  overflown  at  many  places.  Little 
or  no  damage,  however,  is  reported  to  have  been 
done.  Salmon  have  been  seen  frequently  rising  in 
the  lower  reaches,  and  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
at  the  moment  of  writing,  everything  augurs  well 
for  a  successful  season. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  past  season  on  the 
Tamar  and  Plym  has  been  a  very  good  one,  and  more 
salmon  have  been  reported  to  be  in  the  streams  than 
for  some  years  past.  The  chief  points  of  note  for 
the  season  were  the  large  numbers  of  salmon  and 
peal  in  the  rivers,  the  unusually  large  proportion  of 
fish  from  61b.  to  91b.  or  101b.,  and  the  number  of 
salmon  and  peal  that  reached  the  higher  waters  of 
the  Tamar  and  its  tributaries.  The  Lyd  also  held 
a  large  number  of  salmon,  several  of  which  scaled 
nearly  20Ib.  The  pollution  difficulty  was  being 
gradually  overcome,  and  the  streams  were  now  fairly 
well  stocked  with  fish. — Devonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— I  fear  my  report 
hke  others  will  sum  up,  "Water  everywhere,  but 
none  you  can  fish  in."  Exe  and  tributaries,  Culme 
and  Greedy  all  over  bank  high,  and  two  enthusiastic 
parties  who  visited  Exeter  and  Burlescombe  Canals 
respectively  caught  a  pikelet  of  l^lb.,  and,  like 
dromedaries,  they  have  now  got  the  double  hump. 
Sea  fishing  with  rod  fishermen  is  also  at  a  stand- 
still, and  nets  only  doing  very  little. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Triu'ataries. — The  extensive  floods 
have  stopped  angling  in  the  Lea,  Stort,  Beane,  and 
other  streams,  and  there  is  down  to  this  (Thursday) 
morning  no  sport  to  record.  By  Feb.  20,  however, 
no  more  rain  falling,  the  Lea  promises  to  be  fishable 
for  roach  at  some  of  the  stations  in  the  upper 
leaches. — Izaak  Walton. 

Iiugg  and  Arrow  (lieominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  still  running  high  and  muddy,  and 
many  acres  of  land  have  been  covered  with  water 
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FISHING  WITH  PHOTOGRAPHY. 


Kodak  photography  is 
both  a  summer  and  a 
winter  pastime,  and 
should  be  inseparable 
from  fishing.  Any 
angler  will  tell  you 
that  there  are  many 
quiet  moments  in  fish  = 
ing  which  are  profit= 
ably  employed  by  the 
use  of  a  Kodak. 


Kodak  photography  is 
simple  and  inexpen- 
sive. The  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette 
says:  "Over  thirty 
years  ago  I  used  to 
carry  a  plate  camera, 
dark  tent  and  silver 
bath,  and  a  whole 
array  of  chemicals 
when  I  went  photo- 
graphing in  the 
country.  Now  you 
can  carry  the  whole 
lot  in  your  creel." 


A  serviceable  little  Kodak  may  be  bought  for  5s. ;  an  edition  de  luxe  for         2s.  6<i. 

WRITE   FOR  A   FULL   PRICE   LIST  TO— 

41-43,  CLERKENWELL  ROAD, 
LONDON,  E,C. 


WARNING. 


"KODAK"  is  applied  to  Cameras, 
Films,  and  products  made  by  the  Kodak 


Kodak  Ltd., 


Co.  only.  Beware  of  inferior  experi- 
mental imitations. 


Wholesale  and  Retail  Branches :  96,  Bold  Street,  LIVERPOOL  ;  and  72-74,  Buchanan  Street,  GLASGOW, 
Hetail  Branches:  59,  Brompton  Road,  S.W. ;  60,  Cheapside,  E.G.  ;  115,  Oxford  Street,  W. ;  171-173,  Regent 

Street,  W.  ;  and  40,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 


where  the  rivers  have  overflowed  their  banks. 
Angling  has  been  quite  out  of  the  question,  and  will 
be  for  some  days.  The  weather  has  been  very  bad  ; 
rain,  snow,  and  frosts  have  been  bad,  and  it  is  still 
very  unsettled ;  and  there  will  be  no  fishing  for  at 
least  a  fortnight,  when  anglers  hope  to  be  able  to 
get  at  the  trout.    The  Pinsley  is  coloured  and  high. 

 GWYNNE. 

Otter  (Bndleigrli  Salterton).  —  Wet,  rough, 
and  cold  weather  has  prevailed  for  the  last  week, 
and  at  present  time  of  reporting  (Wednesday, 
Feb.  17)  there  is  no  prospect  of  a  better  state  of 
things.  The  river  is  very  full,  discoloured,  and 
cold  in  temperature  from  the  snow  from  the  hills. 
A  few  enthusiasts  have  taken  out  their  rods  during 
the  less  violent  intervals  of  storm  and  rain,  but  no 
good  has  been  done  as  yet.  A  few  flies — February 
Reds  and  Duns — appeared  last  Monday  (Feb.  15), 
so  it  may  reasonably  be  hoped  that  with  the  advent 
of  fine  weather  fishing  will  begin  in  earnest.  The 
tickets  for  the  preserved  water  are  not  out  as  yet. 
— Hekox. 

Serern.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat.  and  Cain  (Llanymv- 
nech), — The  past  week  has  been  even  more  remark- 
able than  any  that  precedfd  it  as  regards  samples 
of  all  kind.s  of  weather.  On  Feb.  12  several  parts 
of  this  neighbourhood  were  visited  by  a  eevere 
thunderstorm,  followsd  by  hail  and  rain,  which 
gave  place  on  Feb.  13  to  a  very  strong  gale  of  wind, 
which  did  much  damage  in  many  places.  Next 
day  was  very  wet,  till  the  early  hours  of  Monday, 
when  there  was  a  sharp  frost,  followed  about  mid- 
day by  snow,  sleet,  and  rain.  Tuesday  was  rather 
better,  but  rain  fell  occasionally.  Wednesday  was 
nsherefi  in  with  more  snow,  and  all  the  Welsh  hills 
are  covered  with  it,  although  it  has  nearly  dis- 
appeared from  the  lower  lands.  But  all  these  rivers 
aie  high,  discoloured,  and  full  of  snow  broth,  so 
'  '^;it  angling  is  quite  out  of  the  question  at  the  time 
1  writing. — Vyrnwv. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Clxioliester  Canal.— With 
ihn  daily  rainfall,  rivers  are  still  in  flood  and  angling 
'•ut,  of  the  qijf:stion.    Chichester  Canal  is  in  good 
"lor,  but  almost  deserted.    A  nice  pike  of  about 
b.    was    recently    taken    by    a    visitor  with 
j'inning  tackle,  and  a  fish  of  31b.  on  live  gorge, 
i-ih  here  are  chary  in  feeding.    Rain  is  falling  as  I 
write  (Wednesday  evening),  with  a  cold  southerly 
wind, — GjcoRaE  F.  Salxek. 


Teme  'Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
still  running  high  and  muddy  and  quite  out  of  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  most  changeable, 
one  night  frost,  followed  by  heavy  rain,  then  a  fine 
sunshiny  day,  followed  by  rain ;  on  Tuesday 
night  snow  set  in,  covering  the  ground  several 
inches  deep,  which  soon  thawed,  and  there  is 
now  a  good  deal  of  snow-water  getting  into 
the  river.  Angling  has  been  quite  at  a  stand- 
still and  will  be  for  some  days  as  there  is  little 
prospect  of  any  improvement  in  the  weather, 
and  the  water  will  certainly  not  be  in  any- 
thing like  order  for  fishing  for  at  least  a  fort- 
night ;  by  that  time  trout  will  be  coming  into 
season,  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  will  be  some 
sport  to  be  had,  as  anglers  are  now  getting  quite 
out  of  patience  with  the  condition  of  things.  The 
Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  aU  hjgh  and 
muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for  fishing  and  will 
be  for  some  time. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbnry). — In  this  district  the  water  has 

been  running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  very 
changeable,  and  quite  unsuitable  for  anglers  to  get 
out  if  the  water  had  been  in  order.  Bain  and  snow, 
followed  by  frost  and  sunshine,  have  been  had,  and 
there  is  now  a  good  deal  of  snow-broth  going  down 
the  river.  It  will  be  some  time  before  there  is  any 
prospects  of  fishing,  and  certainly  no  more  grayling 
fishing  will  be  had  this  season,  and  all  anglers  can 
do  is  to  wait  for  trout  to  come  in. — Woecesteb. 

Tyue,  North  and  South,  and  Neigfhbonringf 
Rivers. — A  few  coarse  fishers  have  been  on  the 
Tyno  with  little  success.  The  salmon  fishing  is  very 
tame  on  this  river,  and  not  many  fresh  fish  up. 
The  Coquet  is  still  in  good  fishing  order ;  good 
catches  continue  to  be  made  on  the  lower  reaches, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Warkworth  and  Felton 
some  heavy  catches  have  been  made.    The  killing 


Thoi.t  Fi.fKS, — The  trout  season  is  fast  approaching,  and 
antilers  should  nowliave  their  rods,  reels,  and  waders  overhauled. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  greater  care  can  be  given  in  overhauling 
than  durini;  the  busy  season,  and  ample  time  can  be  allowed  for 
the  varnish  to  harden  thoroughly.  Flies  to  pattern  should  also 
be  ordered  now.  The  greatest  care  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Anglers  in  the  habit  of  dressing  their  own 
flies  should  now  secure  their  material.  Selections  can  be  made 
up  to  suit  tile  requirements  of  salmon  or  trout  ffy  dressers. — 
.(.  E.  Mu,LBK  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers' Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :"  Piscator,  Leeds. "  • 


flies  are  the  Butcher,  Wilkinson,  Teal  and  Yellow, 
and  Mallard  and  Claret,  dressed  on  No.  5  Limerick 
hooks.  The  Wheldon  Bridge  water  is  doing  well, 
and  some  heavy  fish  have  been  killed.  '!  Up  to  now 
the  true  salmon  in  the  Coquet  are  'decidedly  on  the 
increase. — Henry  A.  MtniTON,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Tore,     Swale,    Wharfe.    Nidd,  Derwent, 
Onse,     etc.     (Torks).  —  All     our  Yorkshire 
streams   have    been   out   of    order    for  several 
days,  consequently  very  few  anglers  have  been 
out.    There  are  still  a  few  open  grayling  waters 
till  March  15.     The  Tanfield  Angling  Association 
water  on  the  Yore  is  now  closed.   On  Saturday  last 
the  Black  Ox  A.C.  held  their  annual  meeting.  Mr. 
John  Harkness  presided.    TheJ  balance  sheet  sub  - 
mitted  was  very  satisfactory.    tThe  annual  meeting 
of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  was  held  on  Tues- 
day last.    Mr.  W.  H.  St.  Quintin  presided  in  the 
absence  of  Lord  Harewood.     The  ofiicers  for  the 
ensuing  year  were  elected.    The  anpual  report  of 
the  secretary  stated  that  the  income  showed  a 
surplus  of  £153  over  the  expenditure,   and  the 
balance   in   the   bank   at   the   end  of  the  year 
was  £485  15s,  9d,   •  There  was  an  increase  of 
£5    17s.   in  the  receipts  from   salmon  hcences. 
Only  five  salmon  rod  licence  were  issued,  and  it  is 
disappointing  that  only  seven  fish,  averaging  lOlb. 
apiece,  were  caught  with  rod  and  line.    A  better 
year's  sport  was  certainly  to  be  expeited  when  so 
many  fish  were  known  to  have  ascended  the  rivers.' 
As  to  the  trout  licences,  the  sale  exceeded  that  of 
1902  by  860,  the  number  being  sold  13,089.  The 
prosecutions  numbered  48,  resulting  in   37  con- 
victions, the  chief  conviction  being  against  the 
Filey  fishermen  for  attaching  hea\-y  stones  to  drift 
nets,  thus  converting  them  into  fixed  engines.  The 
secretary  drew  attention  to  the  pollution  of  the 
Costa  Beck  at  Pickering.  He  said  the  pollution  was 
becoming  worse  every  year.     He   wrote  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  which  was  of  no  avail. 
He  hoped  something  might  be  done  on  the  advice 
of  the  Royal  Commission.    If  it  were  not,  he  did 
not  know  what  would  become  of  these  streams. 
Captain  Key   (the  coarse-fishers'  friend),  moved 
the  following    resolution  : — That  this    Board  is 
of  opinion  that  the  present   Freshwater  Fishery 
Act  operates  unfairly  on    a   very  large  body  of 
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coarse  fishermen,  who  are  compelled  by  it  to  take 
out  trout  licences  when  they  have  no  intention  of 
taking  trout,  as  in  many  of  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  rivers  under  our  control  trout  do  not  exist. 
Last  year  13,089  trout  licences  were  taken  out,  and 
from  this  large  number  the  Board  is  convinced  that 
the  numerous  complaints  they  have  received  from 
the  delegates  of  coaree  fishermen's  clubs  as  to  being 
compelled  to  take  out  licences  for  trout  for  which  they 
receive  no  equivalent  are  well  founded.  To  remedy 
this  grievance  the  Board  requests  its  secretary  to 
write  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  and 
ask  them  if  they  will  promote  a  Bill  placing  all  coarse 
fish  in  the  same  position  as  trout  and  char  under  the 
present  Act.  He  said  this  course  would  meet  with 
the  approval  of  a  large  number  of  fishermen.  He 
believed  that  his  suggestion,  if  approved,  would  be 
attended  with  success.  Mr.  J.  Vv.  Lodge  seconded 
the  motion.  Mr.  Royston  said  the  matter  was  of 
great  importance  to  coarse  fishermen.  He  believed 
an  attempt  would  be  made  this  year  to  defy  the 
regulations  in  regard  to  trout  licences.  It  was 
decided  to  leave  this  matter  for  consideration  at  the 
next  meeting.  Grants  of  trout  were  made  to  the 
following,  out  of  twenty-five  applications  : — Brad- 
ford A.A.,  Keighley  A.C.,  Thirsk  A.C.,  Haithwaite 
A.C.,  Nidderdale  A.C.,  Bradford  City  A.A.,  Leeds 
Amalgamation  of  Anglers,  Batley  A.C.,  and  Hull 
A.P.iS.— John  E.  Milleb,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

'  Border  Hat  and  Liddle. — Tlie  private  waters 
opened  on  Feb.  2,  and  angling  commenced  in  the 
Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries'  Association  waters  on 
if  eh  16.  Mr.  McLellan  resumes  the  tenancy  of  the 
English  side  of  the  Cauldron  and  Willow  pools  of 
the  Esk  from  Sir  Richard  Graham,  and  last  week 
he  held  a  new  run  salmon  of  24lb.,  while  Mr.  Bonar, 
of  Canonbie,  killed  one  of  161b.  Fishing  on  the 
English  side  of  the  Donble  Water,  Dr.  Anderson, 
Cajionbie,  landed  a  new  run  salmon  of  about  171b. 
in  one  of  the  Netherby  stsetches.  A  great  number 
of  autumn  salmon  are  still  in  the  rivers.  Fishing  in 
the  lower  stretches  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  Chalmers,  of 
Longtown,  lauded  a  line  spring  salmon  weighing 

171b. — GiLNOCKIE. 

Deveron  (BanfFshire).— The  rod  and  net  fishing 
season  on  the  river  Deveron  opened  on  Feb.  11  under 
very  favourable  conditions.  The  water  was  in  capital 
order  for  net-fifehing,  and  operations  were  com- 
menced after  twelve  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the 
10th,  and  continued  all  day  on  the  11th,  the  result 
being  that  eighteen  salmon  and  ten  sea-trout  were 
captured.  The  salmon  are  of  fine  quality,  and  average 
8lb.  in  weight,  heaviest  fish  killed  scaling  about 
181b.  The  sea-trout  are  also  in  good  condition  and 
averaging  about  lib.  in  weight.  Since  the  opening 
day  a  large  amovmt  of  rain  and  snow  fell,  until 
Monday,  when  a  keen  frost  set  in.  In  consequence, 
very  few  fish  have  been  taken  by  rod,  although 
prospects  are  good. — H.  W. 

Locli  NesB  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  Feb.  1 1,  Mr.  J.  Munn 
Ross,  Glasgow,  killed  two  fine  salmon,  weighing 
261b.  and  181b.  On  Feb.  12,  Mr.  R.  Thom,  Annan, 
killed  two,  ISJlb.  and  101b.,  and  Mr.  Wm.  J.  Eraser, 
Partick,  two  fresh  run  salmon  of  8lb.  each. — S. 

TiLSTON. 

 Tort  Augustus,  N.B.— Fishing  from  the 

Douglas  Hotel,  on  the  13th  inst.,  Mr.  R.  M. 
Cameron  killed  one  salmon,  weight  19^1b.,  and  on 
the  16th  inst.  three  salmon,  151b.,  8)b.,  and  71b., 
the  last  two  clean  run  fish.  Total  captured  on 
Fort  Augustus  waters  from  the  11th  inst.  to  date, 
twelve  salmon. — R  M.  C. 

Iioch  Tay  (Kenmore,  If.B.). — On  the  hotel  water, 
on  Feb.  10,  Mr.  Knight  killed  a  salmon,  251b.  On 
Feb.  11,  on  the  reserve  water,  Macdiarmid  (keeper) 
killed  one,  171b.,  and  on  Feb.  13,  one,  181b.  On  the 
hotel  waters,  on  Feb.  15,  Mr.  G.  Wilson,  one,  221b. 
On  Feb.  16,  Mr.  Broad,  one,  lejlb.,  and  Mr.  E. 
Wilson,  one,  201b. — Wm.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel).— On  Feb.  15,  Mr. 
Geen,  Richmond,  had  a  salmon  of  17Jlb.,  and 
Mr.  Mackenzie,  of  London,  one  of  161b.  On  the 
16th,  Mr.  Rait,  Gourock,  caught  a  fine  fish  of  321b. 
• — Stewabt. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — On  the  opening  day 
on  the  Glentana  beat  Mr.  Gill  had  a  fish  of  91b. 
On  the  Huntly  Arms  at  Aboyne  Mr.  Bush  had  one 
of  81b.,  on  Feb.  12  one  of  81b.,  and  on  Feb.  13  two 
of  lilb.  and  221b. ;  while  Mr.  P.  Rhodes  had  one  of 
»lb.  ;  Mr.  HaU  three  of  741b.,  91b.,  and  131b. ;  Mr. 
Smith  two  of  01b.  and  141d.  ;  and  Mr.  Jones  one  of 
81b.  On  the  Dess  water  during  the  three  opening 
days  Mr.  H.  R.  Lainsr  had  four  of  151b.,  81b.,  7lb., 
and  61b.  ;  and  Mrs.  Laing  three  of  151b.,  121b.,  and 
61b.  On  the  Kincardine  water  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell 
creeled  two  of  181b.  and  91b  ,  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Deverell  one  of  101b.  On  the  Carlogie  water  Chas. 
Blacklaw  had  seven  scaling  14Jlb.,  HJlb.,  121b., 
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71b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  7  Jib. ;  while  on  the  Borrowstone 
section  Duncan  McPherson  had  three  of  171b., 
9ilb.,  and  81b.  On  the  Ballogie  water  Mr.  Edmund 
King  had  three  of  81b.,  7  Jib.,  and  61b. ;  and 
Mr.  Spencer  Hare  three  of  16jlb.,  91b.,  and  61b. 
On  the  Banchory  reaches  sport  has  not  been  so 
bright  on  the  opening  days  for  years ;  fish  are 
plentiful,  in  excellent  condition,  and  the  river  in 
lair  ply.  On  the  Blackball  water,  Mr.  Hay  and 
party  of  three  rods  had  twelve  fish  on  Feb.  11, 
five  on  Feb.  12,  and  five  on  P'eb.  13,  ranging  from 
7Jlb.  to  21Jlb.  On  the  Inchmarlo  water  Mr.  John 
Byres-Leake  creeled  five  on  the  opening  day, 
scaling  181b.,  lOlb.,  101b.,  81b.,  and  71b.,  and  three 
on  Feb.  12,  of  81b.,  81b.,  and  91b.,  and  two  on 
Feb.  13,  of  71b.  and  81b.  On  the  Invery  water,  Mr. 
C.  T.  Cox  had  eleven  fish  on  Feb.  1 1,  six  on  Feb.  12, 
and  two  on  Feb.  13 — nineteen  for  the  opening  days, 
all  ranging  from  7lb.  to  181b.  On  the  Kinneskie 
and  Crathes  &ectioi;is,  Mr.  Hanower  creeled  five, 
scaling  from  161b.  to  61b.  On  the  Cairnton, 
water,  one  of  81b.  was  got,  and  on  the  Woodend 
three.  On  the  Duriis  water,  Mr.  Nicol,  Roscobie, 
had  one  on  Feb.  11  of  211b.,  while  Miss  Nicol  had 
two,  of  71b.  and  171b.  On  the  Kincausie  water.  Dr. 
Lawson  had  one  of  7lb.  on  Feb.  11,  and  Professor 
Cash  one  of  151b.  On  the  Culter  Water,  Mr. 
Gordon,  Aberdeen,  had  a  fine  fish  of  181b.  on  the 
opening  day,  and  other  four  since  then,  while 
Mr.  Chalmers  had  a  nice  fish  of  91b.  on  Feb.  15. 
On  Monday  (Feb.  15),  on  the  Aboyne  Castle  waters. 
Admiral  Sir  Chas.  Fane  creeled  one  of  91b.  ;  Mr. 
Bu^h  had  two  on  the  hotel  waters,  7Jlb.  and  221b. ; 
Mr.  Smith,  two,  61b.  and  14ib. ;  and  Mr.  Jones,  one, 
81b.  On  the  tidal  waters  finnock  fishing  is  slack 
on  account  of  the  cold  snap.  Don. — Very  little 
sport  has  yet  been  had  on  the  Don  since  the  opening 
of  the  season.  On  the  Countess  of  Sussex  reach 
some  three  hundred  kelts  were  netted  on  the  opening 
day  and  only  thirty  or  so  clean  fish.  On  the  tidal 
waters  good  baskets  of  finnock  are  being  got.  The 
salmon  tishing  on  the  coast  is  improving,  but  on 
the  opening  day  was  almost  a  blank.  Some  two 
hundred  salmon  are  daily  on  the  slabs  of  the 
Aberdeen  fish  market  of  excellent  quality,  good 
weights,  and  selling  at  2s.  2d.  to  2s.  4d.  per  pound. 
[Lateb.J  Dee. — A  snowstorm  has  succeeded  the 
sharp  frosts  of  the  past  two  days,  and  the  change 
has  been  a  welcome  one.  The  thick  of  the  fish  are 
little  beyond  the  mid-reaches,  and  as  yet  none 
have  been  seen  in  the  Balmoral  district  or  farther 
up,  but  then  the  river  is  full  of  "  grue  "  or  ice  fioes. 
On  Feb.  15  Mr.  Harrower  had  three  fine  fish  on  the 
Kinneskie  water,  and  two  on  Feb.  16,  while  Mr. 
J.  B. -Leake  had  three,  and  Mr.  D.  Davidson  four 
on  Inchmarlo,  and  Mr.  Cox  seven  on  the  Invery 
beat.  On  the  Aboyne  fishings  on  Feb.  16  Mr.  Smith 
had  two  of  61b.  and  71b.  Noeth  and  South  Esks. 
— The  netting  and  rod  fishings  opened  on  Feb.  16. 
The  nets  yielded  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
fish.  On  the  river  several  anglers  were  out.  The 
pools  are  said  to  be  well  stocked  with  fresh  fish, 
and  several  have  been  seen.  The  prospects  are 
good  once  the  rivers  get  into  good  ply. — G.  iL 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Galloway  Dee  and  the 
Cree  of  Creetown  opened  their  angling  last  week, 
but  the  weather  has  not  been  at  all  favourable  for 
sport.  The  Dumfries  Nith,  the  Annan,  and  the 
Galloway  Fleet  open  their  angling  season  on  Thurs- 
day morning  of  next  week.  At  the  time  of  writing 
the  country  side  is  white  with  snow.  Many  salmon 
have  been  running  up  till  a  fortnight  ago,  and  there 
should  be  some  sport  in  all  the  rivers  after  the 
opening,  providing  the  waters  are  in  good  order. 
Many  fish  (salmon)  are  still  on  the  spawning  beds 
this  weak.  I  fancy  anglers  will  have  a  good  deal  of 
bother  this  spring  with  kelts,  and  how  they  do  go 
for  your  best  fly  should  one  be  tempted  to  put  one 
on  the  cast  I  There  is  little  or  no  disease  m  the 
Annan,  but  T  hear  that  some  "spotted  ones"  have 
been  taken  out  and  buried  on  the  banks  in  some  of 
the  other  rivers  of  the  Solway. — Heathebbeli. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Rod  and  line  salmon  fish- 
ing opsned  on  Feb.  11  under  favourable  conditions, 
as  regards  weather  and  water.  Although  there 
has  been  much  wet  in  the  lower  districts  of  the  Spey 
during  the  last  week  or  two,  in  the  higher  reaches 
there  has  been  dry  snow,  thus  preventing  the  river 
from  rising  in  volume.  The  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon  and  Lord  Bernard  Gordon  Lennox  fished 
pools  below  Fochabers  Bridge,  and  Lord  Berkeley 
Paget  and  party,  including  General  Howe  and  Mr. 
Jefferson,  above  the  bridge.  Good  sport  was  got. 
Those  anglers  with  Mr.  Arthur  Coventry,  who  has 
since  joined  the  party,  have  been  daily  on  the  water, 
with  most  successful  results.  Loid  Methuen,  who 
is  staying  at  Rothes,  had  a  salmon  of  101b.  in  the 
Dilfur  section  of  the  Spey  on  Friday.  On  the 
Elchies  water,  on  the  opening  day,  Mr.  Duncan, 
fisherman,  killed  a  salmon  of  91b.,  while  Mr.  Reid, 
on  the  Aberlour  water,  had  two  of  71b.  and  7jlb. 
They  have  had  nothing  bat  kelts  since.  Lord  Paget 
is  the  lessee  of  the  river  fishing  in  the  Fochabers 
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district,  some  six  miles  in  length,  and  from  which 
the  nets  have  been  withdrawn. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been 
rather  wet  and  unsettled.  The  river  is  running  full, 
and  on  Feb.  13  was  in  spate.  Several  of  the  beats 
have  not  been  fished  throughout  the  week.  A  few 
anglers  whose  time  was  up  have  gone  south,  and 
the  new  tenant  has  not  yet  come  forward.  Mr. 
John  A.  Park,  fishing  Dalguise  and  Dunkeld  water, 
killed  on  Feb.  10  one  salmon  of  251b.  On  Feb.  11, 
one  of  16ilb.  On  Feb.  12,  one  of  211b.  On  Fe'o.  15, 
one  of  ISJlb.  The  boatman  fishing  Upper  and  Lower 
Battleby  for  Mr.  Archibald  Coats  landed  on  Feb.  1 1 
two  sahuon,  161b.  and  161b.  On  Feb.  12,  one 
of  18Jlb.  On  Feb.  15,  one  of  51b.,  and  on  Feb.  16, 
another  of  131b.  The  keeper  fishing  Castle 
Menzies  water  on  Feb.  15,  caught  a  fine  salmon 
of  201b.,  and  on  Eastertyre  water,  Mr.  Alex  Robert- 
son killed  one  fish  of  221b.  Loch  Tay,  Killin. — 
Mr.  F.  Mappin,  fishing  the  reserved  water  on 
Feb.  10.  killed  one  fish  of  161b.  On  Feb.  11,  Mr. 
Reid  had  one  of  181b.  On  Feb.  13,  Mr.  Allison  one 
of  181b.,  and  on  Feb.  16,  Mr.  Collet  two  of  151b.  and 
181b.— A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bundrowes  (co,  Donegal).— A  severe  snowstorm 
from  the  north-east  is  prevailing  here  at  present, 
and  the  rivers  are  swoUen  so  much  with  the  snow- 
water that  fishing  at  present  is  practically  useless. 
The  weather  at  time  of  writing  is  bitterly  cold,  as 
there  has  been  a  keen  frost  every  mght  during  the 
past  week. — M.  Rooan  and  Sons. 

Lee  Biver  (co.  Cork). — Weather  has  been  much 
against  anglers  during  the  week.  River  very 
flooded,  with  bitterly  cold  northerly  gales,  accom- 
panied with  heavy  falls  of  sleet  and  rain.  On 
Castleinch,  J.  O'Brien  had  five  Salmon,  91b.,  9lb., 
101b.,  101b.,  and  lUb;  J.  Sullivan,  one,  101b.,  and 
J.  Leary,  two,  61b.  and  lUb.  On  Roovea  fishery, 
M.  Daly,  one,  lOlb.  On  Oak  Grove,  G.  M.  levers, 
one,  141b.,  and  S.  levers,  one,  lllb.  On  Nettleville, 
Robert  Nettles,  two,  81b.  and  91b.  On  Classas,  F. 
M.  Leader,  one,  lOJlb.  On  Farran,  Colonel  Adam- 
son,  two.  On  the  Powdermills  fishery,  Mr.  Sam 
Haynes  three,  8Jlb.,  91b.,  13lb. ;  A.  C.  Kimpton, 
one,  lOlb. ;  H.  T.  Turner,  Dartmouth,  two,  8Jlb. 
and  9Jlb. ;  and  J.  Walsh,  six,  ejlb.,  81b.,  91b.,  101b., 
lllb.,  lllb.  On  Carrigrohane  fishery.  Major  O.  S. 
Nugent,  60th  Rifles,  two,  13Jlb.  and  lljlb. ;  and 
A.  C.  Oppenheim,  COth  Rifles,  one,  lOJlb.— W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — Very  uncertain  weather  prevails  here. 
Sea-trouting  on  the  Bunree  and  lower  river  Moy 
poor.  During  the  week  many  kelts  have  been 
caught  and  returned.  Some  baauties  have  been 
got  at  the  weirs,  largest,  291b.  Both  loughs  very 
high ;  as  I  write  it  ia  snowing  heavily. — Pat 
Heabnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe).— The 

opening  day  of  the  new  season  (Monday,  Feb.  1) 
was  with  a  severe  frost,  which  has  continued  nearly 
ever  since,  with  alternating  falls  of  snow,  full 
gales,  and  deluges  of  rain.  River  now  too  high, 
but  I  expect  it  will  be  right  for  next  month 
(March).  Only  one  springer  (a  28-pounder)  has  been 
taken  as  yet.    Better  news  soon. — S.  J.  Hdbley. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).— The  river  has  risen 
again  and  the  weather  has  been  very  bad  ;  hail, 
rain,  and  snow  have  been  falling  almost  continuously 
and  it  is  bitterly  cold.-«-JoHN  Eneight  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Kivers  (Mullingar). — 
A  portion  of  this  famous  lake  county  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Drogheda  Conservators,  and  the 
remainder  is  in  the  Limerick  district.  All  rivers 
and  streams  flowing  eastward  are  in  the  former, 
and  the  westward  waters  in  the  latter.  The 
Drogheda  district  opened'  for  salmon  and  trout 
angUng  on  Feb.  12,  but  the  weather  was  so  wet  and 
tempestuous,  and  the  rivers  so  abnormally  swollen, 
fishing  was  altogether  out  of  the  question,  in  this 
coimty  at  least.  The  spawning  season  for  both 
salmon  and  trout  in  the  Limerick  portion  was  the 
very  best  for  years,  owing  to  the  abundant  supply 
of  water  during  the  close  time,  as  also  to  the  decad- 
ence of  poaching,  and  granted  any  sort  of  reasonably 
suitable  weather,  splendid  sport  should  be  had  in 
the  coming  time,  which  opens  on  March  1,  and 
whioh  gives  fish  a  reasonable  time  to  mend  after 
returning  to  the  lakes.  I  have  inspected  many  of 
the  spawning  streams  while  the  ova  was  being 
deposited,  and  found  them  literally  packed  with 
trout,  while  the  redds  occupied  every  yard  where 
gravel  was  procurable,  and  millions  of  eggs  lay 
exposed  on  the  bottom  for  want  of  covering.  As 
to  the  latter,  I  would  much  Like  to  know  if  there  ia 
any  probabiUty  of  its  coming  to  perfection. — T.  J .  W 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  National  Sea  Fisheries' 
Protection  Society  will  be  presided  over  by  the  Earl 
of  Onslow  at  the  Fishmongers'  Hall  on  Wednesday, 
March  9.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  from  Mr.  J, 
Wrench  Towse,  Fishmongers'  Hall. 
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SEA  FISHING. 

Penzance. — On  Wednesday  last  (Feb.  10),  one 
catch  of  sixty  whiting,  one  large  ling,  one  large  skate. 
Other  catches  moderate.  Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Saturdaj' (Feb.  11,  12,  and  13),  continuoas  ga'es. 
Monday  (Feb.  15),  blowing  hard  in  morning,  but 
moderate  towards  midday,  when  several  boats 
ventured  out,  but  could  not  fish  for  more  than  an 
hour,  owing  to  a  fierce  N.W.  squall.  The  boats  had 
a  rough  time  in  getting  back.  Catcher  of  sixteen 
whiting  down.  Tuesday  (Feb.  16),  fine  in  morning, 
boats  out  again.  One  catch  of  sixteen  large  whiting, 
two  large  ling,  and  one  conger.  Rest  of  boats  small 
catches.  Had  to  leave  early  on  account  of  heavy 
sea  rising. — J.  H.  Rovve  (B  S.  A.S.). 

Flymontli  — There  has  been  practically  nothing 
doing  during  the  week,  the  weather  being  so 
unsettled.  Fishing  boats  have  made  various 
attempts  to  get  out,  but  have  been  obliged  to  run 
for  harboiu"  again.  Even  the  steam  trawlers  have 
had  a  rough  time,  and  have  had  a  lot  of  their  gear 
carried  away.  As  for  hook  and  lining,  this  has  been 
entirely  out  of  the  question,  so  you  may  imagine 
that  the  fijshermen  are  having  a  lively  tims  of  it.  I 
see  in  Cornwall  they  ara  putting  down  the  cause  of 
all  the  wind  and  rain  we  have  had  now  for  so  long 
to  Marconi.  It  is  a  good  job  they  have  soraeb  idy 
to  find  fault  with,  althougn  I  do  not  think  the  wire- 
less telegraphy  has  anything  to  do  with  it.  One 
thing  I  do  believe — -that  the  filing  of  big  guns 
induces  rain  from  heavily-ladened  clouds,  which 
otherwise  mieht  pass  over  the  town  and  deposit 
their  moisture  on  the  moorland  hills.  The  rivers 
also,  I  hear,  are  aU  in  a  state  of  high  flood. — 
WiXLLiM  Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssocialtotts,  etc. 

Anglebs'  Benevolent  Society. 
At  the  last  meeting  three  cases  were  dealt  with, 
and  £13  granted.  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  mmy 
thanks  the  receipt  of  £3  16s.,  Cole  brook  Angling 
Society;  £1  lis.,  Enterprise;  £3  153.  Waltliam- 
stow  Brothers ;  £1  12s.,  Camden.  A  competition 
wUl  be  held  on  March  20  at  St.  Margaret's,  Herts. 
Special  trains  will  be  run,  as  usual,  by  the  G.E.r! 
Tne  arrangements  are  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Wade 
(Central  Association)  and  Woodruff  (Anglers'),  from 
whom  tickets  can  be  obt  lined.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  from  prize  donors  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the 
compilation  of  the  list  is  in  my  hands.  Don't  forget 
Carlton  concert  on  Feb.  25.— W.  H.  Barber 
9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush.  ' 

Briny  Anglers'  Association. 

The  Briny  A.A.  hold  their  quarterly  competition 
at  Brighton,  on  Feb.  28,  fo.-  several  prizes  A 
lantern  lecture  will  be  given  by  Mr.  J.  Francis 
Bursill,  F.K.Hist.S.,  entitled,  "A  Lantern  Gossip 
about  Sea,  Lake,  and  Stream ;  or.  Fish  and  Fishin" 
on  a  White  Sheet,"  on  Monday  evenin<r,  Feb  29  at 
9  p.m.  sharp.  "  Old  Izaak "  of  the  People  has 
kindly  consented  to  take  the  chair.  Musical 
selections  will  bs  given  during  the  evening  by  some 
well-known  artists.  Any  gentleman  interested  m 
the  aport  of  sea  fishing  w.ll  be  heartily  welcomed. 
Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 

The  competiti  m  in  aid  of  restocking  and  preser- 
vation, which  took  place  at  Windsor  on  Feb  14 
was  a  nriiserable  failure  owing  to  the  terrible  weather 
and  senous  floods  that  prevailed  on  the  day  •  the 
committee,  however,  felt  bound  to  carry  out  the 
fixture  as  advertised,  only  eight  of  the  competitors 
returning  with  fish  to  the  scales,  and  having  braved 
the  elements,  they  richly  deserved  their  success  It 
was  evident  to  all  who  took  part  that  the  river  will 
not  be  in  a  fishable  condition  for  the  remainder  of 
the  season,  and  the  executive  have  therefore  wi  oly 
decided  to  postpone  the  event  indefinitely.  Due 
notice  will  be  given  to  all  societies  when 
arrangements  for  the  future  have  been  made,  and 
-in  connection  with  th3  renewal  of  the  competition 
Mr.  1.  Levien  has  kindly  promised  a  splendid  silver 
cup.  Ihe  only  officials  of  the  association  present 
in  charge  of  the  match  were  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf 
(president),  Messrs.  K.  Clark,  H.  Holder.  I.  Levien 
and  the  secretary.  The  following  were  the  success- 
Uil  competit(,r.s  in  order  named  :— Messrs.  J.  Dunn 
Putney  A.S. ;  T  Dunn,  Putney  A.S. ;  J.  Donaldson! 
St  Albans  A.b.  ;  Harry  Payne,  jun,  Stockwell 
V'^li  ^^lomas  St  Philip  s  A.S.  ;  G.  Watkins, 
Peckham  Bros.  ;  Wallis,  West  London  A.C.  ;  and 
Witing,  of  the  Empire  A.S. 

City  of  London  Pisoatobial  Society. 

wli^V^.M^'TIu'^o""'''  general  meeting  of  this  society 
was  held  at  the  Broad-street  Restaurant  on  Tuesday 
l<«.t  (Heb.  16),  Mr.  Robert  Snare  presiding.  The 
Chairman  introduced  the  report  of  the  committee 
'or  the  past  year  (1903;.  together  with  the  balance- 
'"^et  and  statement  of  cash  account  c  nnected 


therewith,  and  congratulated  the  meeting  upon  the 
very  satisfactory  result  achieved — namely,  a  cash 
balance  in  hand  and  at  bankers  of  £25  16s.  6d., 
whilst  the  assets  as  against  liabilities, 1  as  shown 
upon  the  balance-sheet,  wore  no  less  than  £80  ISs. 
in  favour  of  the  society.  The  report,  balance-shoot, 
and  cash  statement  were  unanimously  adopted. 
The  election  of  officers  of  the  society  and  committee 
then  took  place.  This  concluded  the  "annual" 
business,  and  the  ordinary  meeting  then  proceeded, 
Mr.  Snare  still  presiding.  Owing  to  the  bad  state  of 
the  weather  there^was  a  complete  absence  ot  fishing 
reports.  Mr.  Gilbert  presented  a  handsome  frame 
for  photograph  previously  given  by  him.  Four 
members  were  elected,  and  twi)  gentlemen  proposed. 
At  the  instance  of  Messrs.  Beamont  and  Davison,  a 
considerable  sum  was  subscribed  to  purchase  a 
special  book-case  for  the  library,  the  list  (which  is 
still  opan)  being  headed  by  the  two  gentleman 
mentioned  with  sums  of  £1  Is.  each.  The  competi- 
tion fixed  for  Feb.  23  was  postponed  until  March  1, 
or  later,  as  may  seem  desirable  at  next  meeting. 

Extracts  from  the  Annual  Report. 
"  The  committee,  in  presenting  the  second  annual 
report,  have  againito  congratulate  the  members  of 
the  society  on  the  great  progress  that  has  been 
made  diu-ing  the  past  year,  the  number  of  members 
having  considerably  increased,  wliilst  in  every 
respect  the  prospects  of  the  society  for  the  future  are 
very  encouraging.  During  the  past  year,  as  pre- 
viously, the  meetings  of  the  society  have  generally 
been  very  well  attended.  Many  special  functions 
have  been  arranged,  and  several  papers  on  various 
important  angling  and  ichthyological  subjects  have 
been  read.  As  regards  the  practical  part  of  the 
society's  proceedings,  many  competitions  and  out- 
ings have  been  arranged.  Unfortunately,  however, 
through  the  very  abnormal  weather,  one  or  two  of 
them  were  scarcely  as  successful  as  might  have  been 
anticipated  ;  however,  notwithstanding  all  draw- 
backs, many  members  have  been  successful  in 
obtaining  good  fish.  Regarding  provision  of  fishing 
water  for  members'  use,  the  committee  have  great 
satisfaction  in  announcing  that  favourable  terms 
have  been  arranged  upon  which  the  society  will 
rent  an  extensive  stretch  of  the  Colne,  witliin  easy 
distance  of  London.  The  water  is  a  very  fine  one 
and  of  good  reputation,  carrying  a  stock  of  almost 
all  the  usual  angler's  fishes,  including  trout.  Efforts 
will  be  made  to  still  further  improve  this  important 
fishery.  The  society's  hbrary  has  made  great  pro- 
gress during  the  past  year,  many  additions  having 
been  made  to  it.  It  having  become  necessary  to 
alter  the  original  place  of  meeting,  the  committee 
have  been  enabled  to  make  very  favourable  arrange- 
ments, and  have  obtained  suitable  and  very  con- 
venient accommodation  (including  rooms  for  all 
purposes  of  the  society)  at  the  Broad  Street 
Restaurant,  Broad  Street  House,  E.C.,  where  the 
usual  weekly  meetings  are  now  regularly  held.  A 
varied  and  attractive  programme  for  the  current 
season  is  now  in  course  of  preparation,  and  the 
committee  trust  that  as  all  difficulties  hitherto 
existing  have  now  been  successfully  surmounted,  the 
coining  season  will  be  to  the  City  of  London  Pisca- 
torial Society  one  of  still  further  progress  and 
prosperity." 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  M.  Davies  presided  at  the  meeting  on  Tuesday 
last.  The  annual  dinner  was  fixed  for  March  22, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  presiding ;  a  new  member  was 
elected.  Owing  to  the  wretched  state  of  the  weather 
fishing  reports  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence, 
the  outing  on  Saturday  last  having  been  abandoned 
from  this  cause.  The  routine  business  having  b  en 
finished,  the  chairman  called  upon  Mr.  F.  G. 
Bridgman  to  read  his  promised  paper,  entitled, 
"Fresh- Water  Snails  at  Home  and  Abroad."  In 
introducing  the  subject  Mr.  Bridgman  said  that  as 
the  matter  was  one  which  covered  a  very  wide 
field,  he  proposed  that  evening  to  co;ifine  himself 
to  that  part  of  it  which  referred  to  snails  found 
at  home,  avoiding  as  far  as  possible  all  long- 
sounding  though  f  ull-of-meaning  words,  and  steering 
clear  of  all  technical  terms  but  those  absolutely 
necessary  to  explain  the  subject.  This  was  kept  in 
view  throughout,  and,  though  with  the  wide  and 
deep  knowledge  of  the  subject  which  Mr.  Bridgman 
possesses,  he  at  times  felt  this  difficult,  yet  when 
the  paper  was  finished  it  was  generally  felt  that, 
though  the  subject  had  been  treated  from  a  highly 
scientific  standpoint,  a  very  large  amount  of 
interesting  and  useful  information  had  been  im- 
parted in  a  very  pleasant  manner.  The  life  history, 
as  far  as  it  is  at  present  known,  distribution,  present 
system  of  classification,  anatomy,  habits,  food 
and  methods  of  feeding,  their  action  on  water, 
reproduction,  adaptation  to  their  surroundings, 
and  in  some  cases  their  disappearance  from  some 
causes  unknown,  comparison  with  their  marine 
kindred,  etc.,  were  all  dealt  with  and  illustrated  by 
specimens,  drawings,  etc.,  and  closely  followed  by 


an  appreciative  audience.  Mr.  Bridgman  showed 
specimens  which  he  had  himself  coUectyd  and 
mounted ;  in  his  wanderings  hero,  there,  and 
everywhere  in  pursuit  of  his  favourite  hobby, 
Chesharn  had  not  been  overlooked,  and  it  was 
exceedingly  gratifying  to  thos=»  present  to  learn  that 
in  his  (Mr.  Bridgmaii's)  opinion  the  splendid  con- 
dition of  the  Chess  trout  at  an  early  period  of  the 
season  was  largely  due  to  the  presence  of  such  a  large 
quantity  of  snail  life  to  bo  found  in  the  waters. 
In  conclusion,  Mr.  Bridgmjm  suggested  tint  when 
the  fish  refuse  to  feed,  an  angler  raigfit  do  worse 
than  study  some  of  the  insect  and  snail  life  which  ia 
generally  so  prolific  by  the  waterside.  A  discu-sion 
followed,  and  a  cordial  vote  ot  thanks  was  accorded 
Mr.  Bridgman  for  his  highly  instructive  and  interest- 
ing paper.  Next  Tuesday,  a  discussion  on  "Trout 
streams:  Howto  Keep  them  in  Good  Fishing  Condi- 
tion," will  h'i  opened  by  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred.  Those 
members  and  friends  specially  interested  in  fly 
fishmg  at  Chesham  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  present. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

hlghbttey  angling  society. 

A  full  attendance  of  members  occupied  the  club- 
room  on  Feb.  17  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  F.  J. 
Hudd.  Reports  from  all  angling  centres  submitted 
to  the  society  agree  in  stating  that  angling  at 
present  is  absolutely  hopeless,  and  no  fish  were 
reported  as  taken.  After  the  business  had  been 
dispo33d  of,  Mr.  Westrup  opened  a  discussion  as  to 
whether  fish  feel  pain.  A  long  and  most  interesting 
exposition  of  the  different  points  of  view  resulted. 
In  support  of  the  argument  that  fish  do  not  feel 
pain,  some  startling  personal  experiences  were  re- 
lated by  members.  Pike  especially  seemed  to  act 
as  though  pain  were  quite  a  stranger.  On  the 
other  side  the  instances  adduced  were  chiefly 
scientific  and  negative,  it  was  generally  admitted 
that  the  matter  was  of  necessity  incapable  of 
absolute  proof  either  waj',  but  upon  a  division 
being  taken  it  was  found  that  the  balance  of  opinion 
was  that  fish  do  feel  pain. — G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

"  Salmon  fishing  for  Jess  money  than  one  can 
obtain  roaching  in  the  South  of  England,"  was  the 
theme  of  a  lecture  delivered  on  Feb.  15  by  Mr. 
Chas.  H.  Wheeley  before  a  large  gathering  of  mem- 
bers. Mr.  Horace  Brown,  the  president,  occupied 
the  chair.  The  exact  title  of  the  pa,per  was 
"  Salmon  Fishing  in  a  Free  Water."  Mr.  Whesley's 
"  gold  mine  "  was  the  Tweed  at  Innerleithen,  and 
he  described  the  many  miles  of  water  of  which  the 
salmon  fisher  had  the  run  all  "  free,  gratis  and  for 
nothing."  There  ware,  he  said,  a  great  variety  of 
casts  to  suit  all.  Wading  was  not  essential,  and 
only  the  fly  was  allowed.  With  regard  to  sport, 
luck,  of  course,  entered  largely  into  the  question — 
all  depended  upon  the  condition  of  the  water.  Not 
only  were  salmon  to  be  had  (and  November  was, 
perhaps,  the  best  month  to  go  north),  but 
there  were  enormous  bull  trout,  yellow  trout 
and  the  common  trout.  There  were  also  graj'- 
ling  at  Walkerburn,  which  ran  very  big.  Photo- 
graphs were  handed  round  of  sundry  and 
manifold  fishy  -  looking  pools  and  pictures  of 
some  charming  bits  of  the  river.  Information  was 
given  as  to  the  most  killing  flies.  Certain  local 
patterns  had  been  most  successful.  They  were  tha 
"  Cleckimo,"  a  suggestive  name,  and  the  "  Rory  Mac- 
donald,"  the  creations  of  Mr.  William  Dodds,  of 
7,  Easgate,  Peebles,  to  whom  the  lecturer  acknow- 
ledged his  indebtedness  fo r  the  pattern-s  shown-  The 
ordinary  salmon  rod  of  from  16ft.  to  18ft.  would 
serve.  The  cost  of  accommodation  came  to  about 
£2  10s.  per  week,  and  by  adding  the  railway  fare  to 
this,  one  could  get  at  a  reliable  estimate  of  what  hLs 
trip  would  mean  in  the  way  of  expense.  Incidentally 
Mr.  Wheeley  showed  samples  of  Olive  Duns  treated 
with  a  new  preparation  called  "  flotaine,"  obtained 
from  solid  hydrocarbon.  A  great  future  was  claimed 
for  this.  If  the  new  article  came  up  to  expectations, 
vaseline  and  odourless  paraffin  would  be  things  of  the 
past  in  connection  with  dry  fly  fishing.  At  the  close 
of  the  lecture  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded 
to  Mr.  Wheeley  for  his  interesting  paper. — Hon.  Sec. 

Newport  Angling  Association. 
On  Feb.  15  the  above  association  held  a  smoking 
concert  and  distribution  of  prizes.  The  prize- 
winners were  Messrs.  J.  Brown  (trout),  ^Nelson 
(roach),  M.  Edwards  (carp),  and  divided  prizes  for 
dace.  Messrs.  Harris,  J.  Alexander,  and  J.  Brown 
were  successful  in  the  first  annual  match.  The 
Newport  Club  was  successful  in  two  matches  against 
the  Bute  A  C.,  CardiS,  in  home-and-away  matches. 
The  first  year's  working  has  been  very  satisfactory, 
and  several  special  railway  pri\ileges  have  been 
secured.  This  club  is  afliliated  to  the  Birmingham 
Provincial  Association,  and,  by  courtesy  of  the  Usk 
and  Ebbw  Board  of  Conservators,  enjoj'ed  some 
capital  coarse  fishing  in  the  month  of  September, 
over  2000  dace  and  roach  (nineteen  over  lit),)  being 
taken. — E.  E.  LuFFiutN,  Sec. 
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^offings       i^e  iSap. 

"Not  the  nobility  of  ancestors,  hut  the  virtues  of 
the  mind  .  ,  .  make  men  splendid  and  renowned." — 
Socrates. 


The  case  "  Stannard  v.  Pratt,"  heard  at  the 
Downham  Market  County  Court  by  his  Honour 
Judge  Willis,  K.C.,  will  afford  but  cold  comfort  to 
anglers.  Henry  Stannard.  a  market  gardener,  was 
fishing  where  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  fish  in 
the  Ouse.  Edward  Roger  Murray  Pratt,  J. P.,  lord 
of  the  manor  of  Royston,  by  his  agents,  seized  the 
fishing  rod  and  tackle  of  Stannard,  because  the 
piscatorial  market  gardener  was  trespassing.  A 
good  fight  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  angler,  but 
the  lord  of  the  manor  was  too  much  for  the 
gardener.  The  judge  showed  from  Domesday  Book 
that  an  ancient  fishery  had  been  created  by  Edward, 
the  King  of  blessed  memory,  and  that  the  defendant, 
at  the  time  he  made  the  seizure,  had  all  the  rights 
bel  'nging  to  that  fishery.  "  There  is  no  evidence 
that  this  ancient  fishery,  created  by  the  Crown,  has 
ceased  to  exist,  and  the  '  act  of  enjoyment '  of  the 
angler  who  invaded  the  rights  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor  was  an  act  of  petty  larceny,"  said  the  judge, 
or  words  to  that  effect.  Judgment  was  given  against 
the  angler  with  costs.  Moral :  Make  friends  with 
the  lord  of  the  manor,  whose  powers  are  omnipotent. 
It  was  proved  tiie  other  day  that  you  must  not 
bathe  (from  the  shore)  in  the  deep  blue  sea  if  the 
lords  who  own  the  coast  of  Old  England  object. 


The  Reading  and  District  Angling  Association 
held  their  annual  dinner  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  W.  Ferguson,  who  congratulated  the  associa- 
tion on  continued  progress.  Referring  to  the  work 
of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  the  chairman  said  the 
Upper  Thames  was  well  represented  on  that  body 
by  Mr.  Alderman  Monck.  He  was  glad  the  meet- 
ings of  the  board  were  no  longer  held  in  camera. 
The  work  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  secretary,  met  with 
cordial  appreciation. 


Mr.  J.  Francis  Bursill  will  deliver  a  lecture, 
illustrated  with  lantern  slides,  entitled,  "  A  Lantern 
Gossip  about  Sea,  Lake,  and  Stream  ;  or.  Fish  and 
Fishing  on  a  White  Sheet,"  before  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  Briny  Anglers,  on  Monday,  Feb.  2!), 
at  their  headquarters,  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson- 
square,  S.E.  "Old  Izaak"  will  preside,  and  a 
concert  will  follow,  so  that  a  pleasant  evening  is  in 
store  for  those  who  ar.  ive  not  later  than  eight  o'clock, 
as  the  room  is  not  so  large  as  the  Albert  Hall. 


A  Fishy  Tale. 
A  riSHV  old  fisher  named  Fischer 
Fished  fish  from  the  edge  of  a  fisfeure ; 
A  cod,  with  a  grin. 
Pulled  the  fisherman  in — 
Now  they're  fishing  the  fis?ure  for  Fischer. 

— Cincinnati  Tribune. 


On  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred,  the 
courteous  and  zealous  hon.  sec.  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society,  will  open  a  discussion  on  "Trout 
Streams:  How  to  Ke^p  them  in  Good  Fi*hing 
Condition."  The  fine  clubroom  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel  ought  to  be  well  filled,  for  the  subjest  is 
important,  and  is  sure  to  be  dealt  with  in  an 
interesting  and  illuminating  style. 


It  is  hoped  that  the  recent  most  successful 
ball  at  Covent  Garden  Theatre,  organised  by  the 
Coimtess  of  Derby,  on  behalf  of  the  Royal  Waterloo 
Hospital  for  Children  and  Women,  Waterloo  Bridge  • 
road,  S.E.  (the  oldest  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
in  the  world),  may  be  followed  by  a  Waterloo  Day 
Dinner  during  next  season.  Meanwhile  (through 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  Charles  Morton),  anyone  who  is 
int'^rested  in  seeing  the  erection  of  the  new  and 
enlarged  hospital,  and  is  unable  to  spare  time  to 
cross  Waterloo  Bridge,  can  see  the  building  work 
now  goin?  on  on  the  bioscope  at  the  Palace  Theatre 
nightly  about  11  p.m. 


It  is  an  ill  flood,  says  the  Daily  Mai!,  that  bears 
nobody  good,  and  the  volume  of  water  that  has 
flowed  through  London  Bridge  within  the  last 
twelve  months  has  enabled  a  few  fish  to  pass  the 
pollution  area  below  the  Pool,  and  greatly  improved 
the  chances  of  the  return  of  salmon  to  the  Thames. 
A  large  number  of  lampreys  have  already  run  the 
gauntlet  of  the  foul  water,  and  have  been  captured 
at  Teddington  after  their  voyage  from  the  sea.  A 
few  have  found  their  way  to  Billingsgate  during  the 
past  fortnight,  but,  as  a  delicacy,  there  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  much  demand  for  them.  One 
salesman  said  that  when  any  were  sent  to  him  he 
usually  gave  them  to  his  friends  for  bait. 


I  THINK  Ij  have  iheard  this  'yarn  before,  but  aa 
the  scene  is  laid  in  a  different  place  it  may  pass 
muster.  It  is  something  like  the  boy  who,  having 
pestered  the  shopkeeper  by  asking  the  timo  for 
about  six  times  in  six  minutes,  explained  that 
this  time  it  was  for  some  other  man.  Soene  : 
Coast  of  Florida  (tarpon  fishing  station).  Return 
of  party  who  had  been  away  for  three  nights  and 
days  and  given  up  for  lost.  Explanations  that 
abs'^nce  had  been  caused  by  striking  into  a  big  fish 
which  broke  away  after  towing  them  all  aroimd  for 
the  whole  time.  Sympathetic  longshoreman 
Venturas  the  idea  that  "It  must  have  been  a 
whale  1"  Scornful  reply  of  fishermen — "A  whale, 
you  idiot,  why  we  were  baiting  with  whales  I  " 


The  Report  on  the  Sea  Fisheries  and  Fishing 
Industries  of  the  Thames  Estuary,  which  has  been 
prepared  by  Dr.  J.  Murie  for  the  Kent  and  Essex 
Sea  Fisheries  Committee,  and  just  published  by 
Messrs.  Waterlow  and  Layton,  abounds  in  interest- 
ing matter  about  the  sea  creatures  of  our  eastern 
coast. 


OUR  F.O.  ALBUM  OF  ANGLERS. 

Mr.  Francis  George  Bridgman  is  a  member  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society,  and  follows  the  pport  of 
angling  very  keenly.  He  was  born  in  Norfolk. 
His  father,  being  an  ardent  naturali-st,  took  young 
"Frank  "  with  him  (as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough) 
on  his  "hunting"  expeditions  for  beetles,  butter- 
fli  s,  birds'  eggs,  moths,  etc.,  but  he  displayed 
much  more  interest  in  shells,  of  which  he  has  a 
large  and  valuable  collection.  On  .Tan.  1 1  he  read 
a  paper  on  "Fresh -Water  Snails"  before  the 
members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  (and  again  on 


Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman. 

Feb.  16  at  the  Gresham),  when  his  fame  as  a 
conchologist  was  thoroughly  established.  In  1859 
he  contracted  the  "Volunteer  Fever,"  and  it  was 
not  until  1900  that  he  really  studied  shells.  ]n 
addition  to  being  an  angler,  a  naturalist,  a  good 
shot,  and  a  sportsman,  he  holds  the  Dental  Diploma 
of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  (Eng.).  I  have 
fished  with  him,  and  all  who  know  him  pronounce 
him  a  genial  companion.  He  possesses  all  the 
qualifications  essential  in  a  good  angler — the  eye  of 
an  architect,  the  touch  of  a  sculptor,  and  the  wrist 
of  a  Dentist. 


There  wa?  a  brilliant  company  at  the  Albert 
Hall  on  Wednesday  night  when  Coleridge-Taylor's 
sacred  cantata,  "The  Atonement,"  was  performed. 
Since  its  production  at  Hereford  some  changes  have 
been  made,  certainly  improvements.  The  Royal 
Choral  Society  did  ample  justice  to  a  composition 
which  is  interesting  throughout,  though  here  and 
there  ambitious  aims  fall  a  little  short  of  realisation. 
The  composer  was  recalled  again  and  again,  audience 
and  artists  being  equally  enthusiastic. 


A  HANDY  little  volume  comprising  160  pages  is 
published  by  the  Midland  Railway  Company,  con- 
taining a  list  of  agricultural  and  other  shows,  cattle 
and  sheep  fairs  and  sale',  racing,  cricket,  and 
other  sporting  fixtures  for  1904.  arranged  in  tabular 
form  convenient  for  reference.  The  volume  also 
gives  much  miscellaneous  information  with  regard 
to  all  kinds  of  traffic  carried  by  the  company.  It 
is  issued  gratis,  and  may  be  obtained  on  application 
to  any  Midland  station-master  or  agent. 


Professional  fishermen,  especially  of  the  Thames 
breed,  are  noted  for  their  originality,  and  our  local 
rnan,  "  Old  Tom,"  is  certainly  a  good  specimen  of 
his  class.  Here  is  a  yarn  which  he  told  me  the 
other  day,  as  we  were  quietly  going  along  in  hig 
punt.  "You  see  this  place  on  the  left  bank,  sir  t 
Looks  as  if  a  bloomin'  Chinaman  lived  there,  whafc 
with  all  them  summer-houses  and  things,  all  painted 
red  and  blue  and  yeller.  The  old  boy  it  belongs 
t)  is  named  Billy  'Arris;  made  'is  money  in  the 
greengrocery  line,  and  moved  down  'ere  when  'e 
retired.  Used  to  put  on  a  lot  of  side,  and  didn't 
like  bein'  overlooked,  so  what  does  'e  do  but  put 
up  fences  on  both  sides  of  'is  garden  about  eight 
fe.-t  'igh,  and  fair  spoils  the  look  of  the  whole  reach. 
A  couple  of  mischeevious  young  devils  lived  a  few 
doors  away,  fair  young  'ounds  they  was,  and  they 
was  very  riled  at  'old  Bi'l,'  &i  they  called  'im, 
puttin'  up  'is  'igh  fences. 

***** 

"Well,  all  this  'appened  in  July,  and  as  I  wai 
shovin'  the  punt  along  about  six  o'clock  on 
August  Bank  'Oliday  momin',  just  to  'ave  a 
look  round,  I  finds  that  some  one  had  been  in 
old  Bill's  garden  and  painted  in  great  bi:^  white 
letters  on  each  of  'is  big  fences,  •  Don't  forget  your 
old  pal  Bill.  Tea  and  shiimps,  9d. ;  plain  tea,  6d. 
Come  to  the  old  shop.'  Larf  !  I  pretty  nigh  killed 
myself  larfin'.  Well,  I  'as  a  trip  down  there  iu  the 
afternoon,  just  to  see  'ow  the  fun  was  goin',  and,  . 
lorlummy,  the  sight  was  enough  to  kill  yer.  In 
course,  August  Bank  'Oliday  is  the  liveliest  day  on 
the  river.  You  gets  all  sorts  of  roughs  an'  costers  , 
down,  and  the  place  ain't  fit  for  decent  people  to  be  - 
about.  Well,  old  Bill's  garden  and  flower-beds  was  ', 
all  chock  full  o'  'owlin'  cockneys,  all  arter  their  tea 
and  shrimps,  and  askin'  of  one  another  where  that 
(Thames  language)  Bill  was.  'E  'appened  to  be  away 
at  the  time,  and  when  'e  comes  'ome  'e  'as  to  fetch  a 
couple  (  f  coppers  to  clear  a']  the  roughs  out.  'E  was 
mad,  too  ;  they  thought  'e  would  'ave  'ad  a  fit. 
No,  sir,  'e  never  tumbled  to  'oo  done  it,  though  I 
expect  'e  'ad  'is  suspicions." 


When  the  sun  is  shining  bright, 
And  the  wind  is  blowing  light, 

I  take  mj"  rod  and  basket  to  the  stream ; 
And  I  sit  within  a  nook. 
With  a  gentle  on  my  hook. 

And  pull  out,  parhaps,  a  gudgeon  or  a  bream. 

Oh  !  it's  very  nice  to  catch  your  fish  for  dinner. 

And  take  it  home  to  cook 

All  hanging  on  a  hook. 
Let  it  be  a  jack  or  only  just  a  "rainner." 

But  it  isn't  always  pleasant  by  the  river. 

When  the  wind  is  fierce  and  high. 

And  the  hook  gets  in  yoiu"  eye. 
You  sit  upon  the  bank  all  in  a  shiver. 

Then  you  never  get  a  bite, 

Tho'  you  sit  there  all  the  night, 
Nor  land  a  single  gudgeon,  roach,  or  "  rainner." 

And  if  you  do  not  mind. 

You  very  quickly  find 
You've  caught  a  cold  instaad  of  fish  for  dinn°r. 

— F.  W.  D. 


The  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  given  by  the 
Colebrook  Angling  Society  was  a  great  success. 
£.3  16s.  was  collected,  and  handed  to  Mr.  Barber. 
The  hartnony  was  well  sustained. 


"  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber,  of  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's 
Bush,  again  calls  attention  to  the  competition  in 
aid  of  the  funds  of  the  A.B.S.,  which  will  take 
place  at  St.  Margaret's,  on  the  River  Lea,  on 
March  20.  There  will,  no  doubt,  be  plentv  of  com- 
petitors, and  prizes  will  be  welcome.  Mr.  Barber 
will  gratefully  receive  any  kind  offers. 


I  looked  out  on  the  headland. 

Above  the  seething  bay. 
Where  the  great  waves  came  dashing 

And  rising  up  in  spray  ; 
The  shrieking  blasts  grow  higher 

Till  filled  with  ghostly  dread 
Are  all  who  are  dependent 

Upon  the  sea  for  bread. 


In  every  quarter  of  the  world  there  are  monu- 
ments to  the  skill  of  English  engineers  ;  the  Assouan 
dam  has  been  a  blessing  to  Egypt,  and  if  Niagara 
wanted  stopping  or  a  railway  had  to  be  made  to  the 
moon,  our  Watts,  Stephensons,  and  Wolfe  Barrys 
would  undertake  the  job.  Yet  the  Thames  is 
allowed,  time  after  time,  to  overflow  its  banks  and 
produce  misery,  sickness,  and  devastating  loss  to 
property.  Cannot  some  engineer  devise  a  dam  fot 
the  Thames — not  one  of  those  in  common  use  just 
now — but  an  effective  one  ?  Dragnet. 
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PpoviDeial  flngliog  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  m  our  local  rivers  is  still  at  a  standstill ; 
they  are  aU  bank  full  and  out  over  the  fields.  Under 
these  circumstances  only  the  pools  and  canals  are 
accessib'e  Mr.  J.  Rabone,  the  general  sec.  of  the 
Birmingham  A.A.,  informs  me  that  he  has  received 
applications  from  three  new  clubs  who  are  desirous  of 
joining  the  association.  The  same  gentleman  also 
informs  me  that  the  Alrewas  canal,  rented  by  the 
association,  will  turn  out  a  great  success,  as  up  to 
the  present  time  more  than  half  the  water  rent  has 
been  subscribed,  and  that  a  number  of  by-contests 
will  be  fished  in  the  water  prior  to  the  close  season 
coming  on.  The  West  End  Society  since  their 
removal  to  the  Cemetery  Tavern,  Key  Hill, 
have  made  over  thirty  new  members.  They 
fish  a  by-contest  on  June  26  next,  and 
their  annual  contest  on  Sept.  18.  The  St.  Paul's 
Society  fish  a  by-contest  on  Feb.  28  next  in  the 
Lichfield  Trent  Valley  Canal,  association  rules,  for 
a  selection  of  prizes.  The  new  Acorn  Society  will 
fish  a  by-contest  in  the  Severn,  near  to  Worcester, 
on  March  13.  The  Oak  Piscatorials  fish  a  by- 
contest  in  the  canal  at  Lap  worth,  on  March  13, 
upon  which  occasion  the  association  limit  will  be 
observed.  On  the  Stratford  canal  a  large  number 
of  small  pike  are  to  be  found  between  Brearley  and 
Stratford ;  the  small  spoon  bait  will  be  found  to  be 
the  most  killing  lure. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  weather  since  last  week  has  undergone  a 
marked  change,  and  under  the  more  favoured  con- 
ditions anglers  should  obtain  good  sport  during  the 
concluding  weeks  of  the  season.  The  waters  have 
rapidly  fined  down  from  the  floods,  and  fishing  has 
already  baen  resumed.  Swimming  a  natural  bait 
has  been  productive  of  some  nice  pike  in  the  Forty- 
foot  ;  in  fact,  by  this  method  two  rods  on  Monday 
(Feb.  15)  captured  no  less  than  four  brace  on  the 
reaches  south  of  Donington  Bridge,  averaging  just 
over  31b.  apiece,  the  heaviest  scaling  71b.  The 
waters  are  yet  a  trifle  too  fast  for  successful  roach 
fishing,  but  the  roach  are  in  a  feeding  humour, 
and  by  the  end  of  this  week — in  the  absence  of 
more  rain — they  should  be  fished  for  with  good 
results.  If  the  present  atmospherical  conditions  are 
maintained,  there  will  be  a  general  resumption  of 
sport  to-day  (Saturday). 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  waters  had  subsided  somewhat  at  the  end  of 
the  week,  and  roach  fishermen  did  fairly  well  both 
on  the  Hull  and  the  Driffield  Canal,  and  several  very 
nice  fish  were  taken.  A  few  good  perch  were  also 
secured  at  Frodingham  Book  end,  and  below  Hemp- 
holme  odd  good-sized  pike  have  been  secured  ;  and 
anglers  who  have  visited  the  upper  stretches  of  the 
Market  Weighton  Canal  have  participated  in  fair 
sport  amongst  roach  and  perch.  The  Lincolnshire 
waters  are  reported  out  o£  condition  owing  to  the 
recentheavy  rains,  so  that  very  little  angling  has  been 
attempted.  Thetroutseasonopened  in  the  Ancholme 
district  on  Feb.  2.  The  North  My  ton  A.  A.  have 
removed  their  h'-adquarters  to  the  Rampant  Horse 
Hotel,  Paisley-street,  Newington,  where  the  next 
meeting  will  b3  held  on  Feb.  29.  Several  annual 
meetings  and  presentations  have  taken  place  during 
the  past  week,  and  the  Hull  Waltonians  have  an 
important  meeting  on  Feb.  22,  at  the  Railway  Inn, 
Stepney.  The  first  club  match  arranged  is  by  the 
East  Hull  Club,  the  Excelsior,  and  will  take  place 
on  the  Winestead  Drain  at  Patrington  on  April  1 
The  Hull  Preservation  Socisty  will  hold  their  annual 
challenge  cup  competition  and  open  match  at 
Ferriby  Sluice  on  June  18. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Trout  fishing  opened  here  for  part  of  the  district 
on  Tuesday  last.  The  hills  and  fells  for  miles 
around  were  covered  with  snow,  and  sport  was 
consequently  very  poor.  The  liest  basket  for  the 
day  was  one  of  some  dozen  fairly  decent-sized  trout, 
which  wf.re  taken  with  running  worm  and  fly,  the 
best  fly  on  the  cast  being  a  Waterhen  with  a  purple 
body  dressed  on  a  No.  3  Kendal  hook,  always  an 
excellent  fly  up  here  in  the  early  spring  months. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  social  by  the  Leigh  R.  A.  S.  on  Feb.  13  was 
I  even  more  interesting  than  was  anticipated.  Ou 
old  friend,  the  Hollin,  in  spito  of  snow  broth,  looks 
j  like  being  at  fi^hing  level  for  the  week-end.  This 
is  enc  juraging  after  its  recent  antics.  Reports 
have  d'lalt  with  th's  river  loiving  its  bod  and  tres- 
passing ovf  r  other  people's  land.s,  so  that  any  pros- 
pects of  its  behaving  itself  are  distinctly  rofresliing. 
sceptics  who  cannot  catch  fish  in  the  local  Bridge- 


water  Canal  will  do  well  to  peruse  the  Warrinriton 
Ouardian  of  last  Saturday,  in  which  the  following 
appears:  "A  tug-boat  drawing  some  barges  gob 
into  a  shoal  of  fish  and  killed  so  many  that  the 
skippers,  out  of  real  good  feeling,  slowed  down  so 
that  the  death-roll  might  bo  minimised."  Some 
interesting  reports  are  to  hand  from  Liverpool  and 
Bolton,  but  too  lengthy  to  reproduce  in  these  notes. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Next  Monday  the  Duchy  A.S.  are  noted  for  an 
important  ncueeting  to  arrange  for  what  they  intend 
shall  be  another  "champion  season."  Recent  appli- 
cations in  the  licensing  courts  went  to  show  what 
importance  is  attached  to  an  angling  society  at  any 
house,  •  but  very  unfortunately  the  magistrates 
would  not  see  the  thing  in  this  light,  so  the 
Duchy  A.S.  will  have  to  go  on  as  before ;  the 
hundred  members  will  hope  for  better  luck  next  time. 
A  very  fine  mounted  specimen  of  a  Killarney  salmon 
has  arrived  in  this  city,  and  if  only  Mr.  Malpass 
would  allow  it  ts  be  placed  in  Mr.  Ramsbottom's 
window,  the  anglers  who  daily  have  a  cheap  in- 
spection of  his  angler's  requisites  would,  no  doubt, 
appreciate  the  view.  Further  progress  is  reported 
with  the  Moss  Side  Socials'  concert,  and  if  only  our 
friend  "Drag"  would  attend,  he  would  have  a  cordial 
welcome  to  the  front  seats.  Several  city  rods  are 
for  Loch  Tdy  this  week. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

There  was  a  decidedly  welcome  change  in  the 
weather  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  and  our  anglers 
were  delighted  to  experience  it.  But  it  was  only 
short-lived,  for  on  Wednesday  the  meadows  were 
covered  with  snow.  The  Trent  began  to  recede  in 
earnest  on  Monday,  and  on  the  succeeding  day 
fishermen  were  up  and  doing  in  the  Clifton  and 
Wilford  districts  with  the  various  kinds  of  worm, 
preference  being  given  to  the  "cockspur."  Fish 
were  just  able  to  discern  a  bait,  and  the  eddies  and 
"  rests  "  in  the  waters  named  yielded  a  fair  quantity 
of  roach  and  chub.  They  were,  of  course,  creeled 
by  the  tight-floating  process,  the  baits  reclining 
some  distance  on  the  , bottom.  Pike  anglers  tried 
for  esox  above  the  City  bridge  on  Tuesday,  and  one 
of  the  number  succeeded  in  landing  three  fish,  best, 
6lb.  Odd  fish  were  also  secured  in  Mr.  J.  Webster's 
ballast  hole  near  Wilford  Bridge.  In  the  early  days 
of  last  week  a  handsome  specimen  of  131b.  was  got 
in  Loscoe  dam,  near  Heanor,  by  Mr.  Andrew  Morrow, 
of  that  town;  and  on  Tnursday  (Feb.  11)  Mr.  T. 
Barnett  and  Mr.  Ti  B.  Potter,  of  Nottingham,  took 
five  in  the  former  gentleman's  lake  near  Shiplay 
Gate.  Two  of  the  number  were,  however,  put  back. 
Few  anglers  have  ventured  far  afield  owing  to  the 
height  of  the  Trent,  and  Wednesday's  unexpected 
snow  is  not  likely  to  influence  distant  journeys. 
Anyway,  the  river  continued  to  recede. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  River  Ouse  and  its  tributaries  have  been 
flooded  afresh,  also  the  Foss,  and  local  angling, 
where  attempted,  has  yielded  poor  results.  Rodmen 
are  discussing  the  fortunes  and  prospects  of  coarse 
fishing  arising  out  of  the  proceedings  of  the  York- 
shire Fishery  Board  at  the  annual  meeting  in  York 
on  Tuesday.  The  members  and  friends  of  the 
Navigation  A.  A.  h^dd  a  farewell  smoker  at  the  Lord 
Nelson  Inn,  York,  on  Monday  evening,  Feb.  15, 
when  a  timepiece  was  presented  ,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peckett.  the  host  and  hostess,  who  are  leaving  the 
hotel. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Weather  that  has  been  Arctic  in  its  severity  has 
been  experienced  generally  throughout  the  country 
since  last  notes.  Lake  fishing  hai  been  out  of  the 
question  formuchof  the  time.  Angling  was  difficult  on 
the  rivers  and  unpleasant  everywhere.  Sport  conse- 
quently has  been  poor  all  round.  At  time  of  writing 
the  general  outlook  is  much  improved  as  the  weather 
has  got  mild  and  springlike,  especially  in  the  southern 
province.  Much  rain,  however,  is  falling,  and  this 
will  malte  waters  that  are  already  too  high  higher 
still.  On  all  the  earlier  waiters  =almon  are  reported 
numerous,  and  good  sport  should  be  had  at 
an  early  date  at  many  places  when  the  conditions 
pet  more  favourable  and  the  waters  fine  down. 
The  reports  concerning  the  hatcheries  are  generally 
satisfactory,  but  nothing  has  been  done  at  the 
Waterville  hatchery  for  some  time ;  but  it  is 
expected  that  operations  will  be  resumed  here  this 
year.  As  far  as  can  be  known,  no  good  appears  to 
have  resulted  from  this  hatchery.  Though  thousands 
of  Loch  Levens  and  rainbows  have  been  put  into 
the  lake  from  this  hatchery,  only  very  few  indeed 
have  bean  had  by  ang'ors,  and  as  far  as  salmon  are 
concerned  sport  has  not  been  good  at  any  time 
recently.  Angling  opens  cn  the  Shepperton  (co. 
Cork)  lakes  on  Feb.  22.  Those  waters  are  well 
stocked  with  rainbows  an  I  L  )ch  Loveii  trout.  As 
far  OS  sea  angling  Ls  concerned  operations  seem  to 
be  at  a  standstill  at  the  principal  stations. 


Belfast  and  Ul.ster. 

The  past  week  was  another  blank  practically  at 
Woodburn  and  Marshallstown  owing  to  the  unpro- 
pitious  weather.  The  Ulster  anglers  had  arranged 
to  clear  the  perch  and  cannibal  trout  out  of  the 
Antrirn  Road  Basin  this  week  preparatory  to  re- 
stocking it,  but  the  wind  and  rain  storm  prevented 
this,  and  the  netting  has  been  postponed  till  next 
week.  The  small  trout,  which  are  the  most  useful 
for  scavenging  purposes,  having  almost  dlsappoaro  i 
from  Middle  South  Woodburn  Basin,  about 
1000  yearlings  are  to  be  placed  in  it.  The  Len- 
non,  which  is  ono  of  the  few  Irish  rivers  in 
which  clean  salmon  are  found  practically  the  year 
round,  fished  very  well  since  the  season  opened. 
Amongst  the  most  succ  isstul  were  Mr.  D.  J. 
Edwards,  M.  Fullerton,  R.  Corscadden  and  Dr. 
Patterson.  The  pollen  fisheries  of  Lough  Neagh 
which  opened  on  Feb.  1  have  done  indifferently 
well. 

Cork. 

The  well-known  Shepperton  fishery  opens  on 
Feb.  22.  This  fishery  consists  of  several  large  lakes 
which  were  recently  restocked.  At  the  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Lae  Board  of  Conservators — the 
fiarl  of  Bandon,  K.P.,  presiding — -Mr.  Brennan,  the 
secretary,  reported  that  John  Long,  Dripsey,  had 
been  fined  £2  and  costs  for  poaching  at  Dripsey 
weir. 


THE  NEW  SEA  FISHERIES  BILL. 


Lord  Onslow's  new  Bill  to  provide  against  the 
destruction  of  undersized  flat  fish,  which  has  just 
been  printed,  is  a  very  different  measure  from  the 
Bill  of  1900.  It  is,  indeed,  on  quite  new  lines.  To 
begin  vrith,  it  empowers  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  in  England,  the  Fishery  Board  for 
Scotland  in  Scotland,  and  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  Technical  Instruction  in  Ireland,  "  to 
make  orders  for  prohibiting,  either  absolutely  or 
subject  to  such  exceptions  and  conditions  as  may 
be  prescribed,  the  landing  of  any  flat  fLsh  not 
exceeding  the  prescribed  length."  By  flat  fish  is 
meant  soles,  plaice,  turbot,  and  brill,  but  nothing  is 
said  as  to  the  length — a  point  wliich  so  greatly 
troubled  the  last  Select  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject.  Wliile  admitting  that  the 
question  was  then  "  a  very  pressing  one  "  (it  is  still 
more  so  now,  nearly  four  years  later),  the  Com- 
mittee reported  that  "  it  would  not  be  expedient  to 
pass  the  Bill  (at  that  time  before  Parliament)  with- 
out further  inquiry  and  investigation."  Well,  there 
has  been  time  in  the  interval  for  further  inquiry  and 
investigation,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  anyone  is 
much  wiser  now.  However,  the  convenient  thing 
about  an  "  order  "  is  that  it  can  be  modified  with 
Uttle  trouble  as  time  or  experience  suggests.  It  is 
no  good  creating  a  new  fisheries  department  with  a 
responsible  Minister  at  its  head  without  trusting  it 
freely — until  it  has  been  proved  untrustworthy,  and 
we  see  no  particular  danger  in  gi\-ing  Lord  Onslow 
the  power  asked  for  in  tliis  comitry,  or  in  the 
Scottish  or  Irish  authorities  having  increased 
powers  in  their  respective  coimtries.  The  proposed 
penalty,  too,  is  varied  ;  it  is  more  severe.  There 
may  be  a  fine  not  exceeding  £1  for  every  package 
landed  in  contravention  of  an  order,  or  where  fish 
are  not  contained  in  packages  the  fine  may  be  £20. 
The  order  may  be  enforced — and  tliis  is  changed — 
by  "  any  officer  of  Customs  or  any  officer  appointed 
in  that  behalf  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  or  by  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  or  by  the 
council  of  the  county  or  borough  in  wliich  any  fish 
is  landed."  The  expenses  are  to  be  defrayed  put  of 
the  county  fund  or  the  borough  rate  as  the  case  may 
be.  Clause  2  is  also  most  important.  The  Board 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  seeks  powers  as  a  dis- 
trict committee  to  proliibit  trawling  in  territorial 
waters  "  either  absolutely  or  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions as  may  bo  provided  by  the  (existing)  bye-laws," 
and  the  Board's  bye-laws  may  be  made  to  apply  to 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  territorial  waters  off  Eng- 
land and  Wales.  Tliis  proposal  will  come  upon  the 
majority,  though  not  all,  of  our  readers  by  surprise. 
It  is  undoubtedly  of  value  where  no  district  com- 
mittee exists — Suffolk  to  wit  ;  and  elsewhere  we 
have  no  doubt  that  the  Board  would  take  care  to 
work  harmoniously  with  the  various  local  autho- 
rities. It  is  obvious  that  the  Bill  requires  careful 
consideration — it  cannot  be  accepted  off  hand  by 
the  trade  without  full  discussion,  wliich  it  should 
have  in  ParUanient.  We  note  with  pleasure  that 
Lord  Onslow  has  lost  no  time  in  showing  that  he 
intends  to  look  after  the  national  industry  wluch 
has  been  so  long  cold-shouldered.  We  predicted 
that  one  of  his  first  acts  would  be  to  introduce  a  Bill 
dealing  with  the  crying  evil  of  imdersized  fish,  and 
his  lordship  has  proved  us  true  prophets. — Fish 
Trades  Gazette. 
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^Tofes  from  U)c  ^Xotti). 

The  season  opened  very  woU  on  the  Dee — -somo- 
wliat  small  unci  dear  for  the  best  of  sport  on  the 
upper  water.j,  but  all  that  could  be  desiroel  on  the 
middle  and  lower  pool.-i. 

On  the  Blaekhall  Castle  waters  throe  rods  had 
twelve  fish  and  a  largo  nundier  of  kelts.  On  the 
Inchmarlo  and  Crathes  sections  two  rods  had  five 
each,  and  so  on  in  lesser  niimbsr.?. 

The  finest  fish  I  saw  on  tlie  opening  day  was  a 
beauty  of  181b.  fresh  from  the  sea,  killed  by  Mr. 
Gordon,  Aberdeen  Town  and  (!ounty  Bank,  on  the 
Culter  water,  which  he  jointly  rents  with  Mr. 
Chalmers.   

The  quality  of  the  salmon  all  over  good,  but  on 
the  inland  raaches  tliey  bear  the  mark  of  having 
bjen  in  the  fresh  water  since  December  at  least. 

Th9  Don  has  been  all  out  of  it  as  yet  between 
iro-t  and  floods.  A  foot  of  snow  covers  the  ground 
on  the  upper  reaches,  so  anglers  better  keep  off 
these  parts  till  a  thorough  thaw  comes. 

The  I'rince  of  Wales  is  booked  for  Sp.-^y.-iide,  where 
the  Duke  of  Gordon,  Lord  Bernard-Lennox,  and 
some  others  are  already  enjoying  good  salmon 
angling.   

The  Balmoral  waters  are  not  yet  in  trim,  and  Will 
not  be  till  well  into  March,  even  with  fresh  weather, 
for  until  the  Ballater  people  begin  to  get  fish  thero 
is  very  little  hope  for  waters  farther  inland. 

Thrae  hundred  kelts  were  netted  on  the  Grand- 
holm  Don  water  on  the  opening  day,  and  of  cour-^e 
duly  returned.  Only  thirty-five  clean  fish  were  got 
a  along  these. 

Several  good  baskets  of  finnock  are  being  got  on 
the  Nairn,  on  the  Deveron  at  Banff,  on  the  Don,  and 
a  few  on  the  Dee.  The  small  Devon  and  the  worm 
ar3  the  chief  lures. 


The  Cromarty  case  was  decided  last  week.  The 
tacksman  or  lessee  of  the  Conon  salmon  fishings  was 
prosecuted  for  leaving  the  leaders  down  over  the 
Sunday's  slap.  He  pleaded  that  the  sea  being  too 
rough  on  Saturday,  the  men  would  not  work  on 
Sunday  on  account  of  their  religious  convictions, 
and  so  the  leaders  wore  left  untouched. 

Two  of  the  judges  decided  in  favour  of  the  fisher- 
men, but  the  third  held  different  views.  By  leaving 
the  leaders  down  Lord  Moncrieff  held  that  the 
fishermen  were  actually  breaking  the  Fourth  Com- 
mandment by  catching  fish  on  that  day. 


The  Act  by  which  this  important  "question  of 
Svmday  labour  has  been  decided  is  just  400  years  old, 
and  it  is  still  held  to  be  in  force  in  Scotland.  What 
next  !   — 

It  came  out  in  the  judges'  decision  that  the 
Sunday's  slap  was  not  originally  in  the  interests  of 
the  salmon,  but  in  the  intei  ests  of  the  salmon  fisher. 
In  short,  to  provide  liim  with  a  day  of  rest. 

All  the  same,  we  know  the  Cromarty  lads  too  well 
to  believe  that  they  had  any  religious  scruples  abovit 
going  out  to  sea  for  thirty  minutes  on  a  Sunday 
morning.   

Yet  tlie  question  of  Sunday  labour  is  not  yet  settled. 
We  want  common- sense.  When  the  sea  is  too  risky 
on  Saturday  it  is  the  work  of  necessity  to  do  it  on 
Sunday.  When  a  road  is  blocked,  or  when  stooks 
have  to  be  taken  home  in  a  wet  harvest,  there  is  no 
sentiment  called  up,  and  so  it  should  be  at  all  times 
and  in  all  cases. 

I  see  in  the  correspondence  column,  re  Dee  tackle, 
that  Mr.  Augustus  Grimble  says  Mr.  Digby  Cayley 
introduced  the  tackle  in  18()7  when  fishing  at 
Ballater.  Is  Mr.  Grimble  correct  with  his  dates  ? 
I  was  under  the  impression  Mr.  Cayley  fir.5t  came 
up  Deesido  in  or  about  1887 — with  the  minnow 
boom.   

The  Loch  Ness  anglers  are  up  in  arms.  The  fiery 
cross  has  been  sent  round,  and  Rory,  and  Angus, 
and  Saudy,  and  Shon  have  been  smnmonod  to 
defend  their  rights  on  the  classic  loch,  which  has 
been  theirs  from  time  immemorial. 

What  matters  it  to  them  if  an  associati(jn  has  bcien 
for/ned  to  prevent  poacliing,  netting,  and  illegal 
fishing  generally,  antl  improve  the  k)cli  as  a  salmon 
loch  worth  having,  if  they  are  interfered  with. 

But  they  may  burst  their  pipes  when  they  lik(>. 
The  association  has  the  law  on  its  side,  and  their 
course  is  quite  clear  to  tiu-n  all  off  who  have  not 
per.-aits.  Special  Scotch. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


RESPECTING  RAINBOWS. 

Dear  Sib,  —  Several  thousand  rainbow  trout 
were  put  into  some  Lancashire  reservoirs  in  May, 
1898,  and  again  in  April,  li»()0.  'Before  the  first 
mentioned  date  the  water  held,  of  the  trout  familj', 
ordy  brook  trout  and  Loch  Levens. 

)8!)i). — The  first  week  in  March  I  took  nliout  a 
dozen  rainbows,  the  host  some  I'ioz.,  liut  returned 
them  as  th((y  wore  spawning.  'J  hey  took  ad)evon 
bait  ravenously.  I  did  not  fish  again  until  the 
middle  of  May,  but  the  fish  were  not  in  good  con- 
dition imtil  quite  the  end  of  the  month,  when  I  got 
some  very  nice  fisli  12o7,.  to  lHoz.  in  weight.  But 
they  would  not  now  take  a  Devon  minnow,  pre- 
ferring a  good-sized  fly.  In  July  I  got  a  number 
that  averaged  (juito  j'Ib.  ;  they  rose  l)0st  jvist  at 
dusk  and  fought  grandly.  In  one  of  the  reservoirs 
the  fish  were  not  in  condition  until  the  middle  of 
June. 

1900.  — The  fish  wore  not  fit  to  take  imtil  June,  in 
which  month  I  got  them  15oz.  in  weight,  nnd  in 
October  up  to  I  Jlb.  In  this  inonth  I  got  some  of 
the  s(!Cond  instalment  over  !tin.  in  length,  but  most 
of  them  were  rather  larger  than  smelt,  and  a  perfect 
nuisance,  rising  at  every  cast. 

1901.  — -The  He  trout  were  not  in  good  condition 
until  June.  During  the  summer  I  got  fish  \ip  to 
Jib.,  and  saw  several  which  would  weigh  quite  l^lb., 
but  did  not  succeed  in  catching  any  of  them,  though 
I  believe  odd  fish  were  got  up  to  lib.  lOoz.  in 
weight. 

1902.  — In  this  year  a  number  of  fish  wore  caught 
6in.  to  9in.  long,  which  looked  like  a  cross  between 
rainbow  and  common  trout.  I  retained  a  few  1 1 
photograph — and  cat,  but  the  former  was  not  a 
success.  The  flesh  when  cooked  was  a  rich  deep 
pink,  and  delicious  in  flavour.  Some  of  the  same 
size  were  got,  but  evidently  ordinary  trout;  the 
flesh  of  these  was  pale  pink,  in  some  cases  almost 
white.  I  did  not  catch  a  single  rainbow  during  the 
season,  nor  did  I  hear  of  anyone  else  doing  so. 
Where  have  they  gone  to  ?  The  outlet  of  one  reser- 
voir is  efficiently  screened,  another  one  has  not,  I 
believe,  been  quite  full  during  the  four  years  ;  the 
third  reservoir  was  lot  off.  accidentally,  and  there 
was  not  a  single  rainbow  found  in  it. 

I  came  across  an  instance  of  the  wandering  pro- 
pensity of  these  fish  in  the  south  of  Scotland.  Some 
having  been  put  into  a  comparatively  small  loch,  had 
gone  down  the  stream  3J  miles,  down  a  river  one 
mile,  and  had  then  headed  up  a  very  small  tributary 
stream,  and  had  landed — if  I  may  use  the  expres- 
sion— after  another  mile  of  journeying,  in  a  little 
loch  about  the  size  of  an  ordinary  duck  pond, 
having  travelled  at  least  5J  miles,  part  down  and 
part  up  stream.  The  fish  caught  were  about  6oz.  in 
weight.  We  have  now  given  up  stocking  with  rain- 
bows — they  seem  to  do  well  for  two  years  and  then 
disappear — and  gone  back  to  the  commpn  brook 
trout. — Yours  truly,  H.  S.  G. 

The  Mount,  Accrington. 

RIVER  SALMON  FISHING  IN  DONEGAL. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  furnish  me, 
through  the  medium  of  the  Fishing  Oazette,  with 
information  regarding  the  river  salmon  fishing  in 
CO.  Donegal,  Ireland,  the  best  rivers,  where  and 
how  to  get  it,  and  any  other  useful  particulars  as  to 
flies,  hotels,  and  their  tariffs  ? — Yours  truly, 

P.  R. 

WIRE  WET-FLY  DROP  LINKS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  it  might  sesm  more  polite  on  my 
part  when  asking  some  brother  angler  to  try  wired 
droppers,  I  sand  herewith  a  cast  of  trout  flies  just 
tied  haphazard  on  wired  hooks,  asking  yop  to  give 
them  tj  any  of  your  correspondents  who  would  be 
gool  enough  to  try  them  and  report. 

The  one  I  sent  you  was  o  i  a  Morris  pattern 
hook  ;  two  of  thes^  are  on  Warner's  needle 
eyed  hooks,  and  thi  third  is  on  an  eyed  Al'co  k's 
Pennell  trout  hook.  One  is  a  sma'l  red  hackle  and 
quill  body,  another  is  a  large  brown,  often  good 
here,  and  the  third  is  an  old  Irish  form — hare's  ear 
and  black  hat-kic  fipped  with  aluminium  tinsel. 

By  untwisting  tho  looped  end  of  the  wire  link  so 
as  to  admit  a  link  of  the  cast,  and  retwisting  the 
couple  of  turns  taken,  they  can  bo  easily  secured 
so  as  to  turn  on  the  casting  line  and  hang  vertically 
wlion  dapped  on  tlie  surface  of  a  stream. — Yours 
truly,  Benwyan. 
Veytaux. 

I [The  flies  are  nicely  made,  and  about  right  for 
loch  trout  or  early  river  trout  [^fishing,  when  large 
flicB  are  useful. — Ed.] 


SINGLE  TRIANGLE  FLIGHT  OVER  SEVENTY 
YEARS  OLD. 
Dear  Sir, —  Looking  through  an  old  work  entitled 
"  The  Angling  PIxcursions  of  Gregory  Greendrake, 
Esq.,"  in  J'art  III.,  by  Geoffrey  Greydrake,  Esq., 
I  came  across  the  following  (pp.  301  and  302): 
"  The  best  preparation  of  the  hook  (or  rather  hooks) 
and  the  mode  of  affixing  the  bait  arc  as  follows — 
I'nito  three  hooks,  single  or  double  B,  by  their 
shanks,  so  as  to  point  from  each  other  triangularly, 
one  rising  a  little  above  the  other  two  ;  attach  these 
to  a  stror.«,  link  of  silkworm  gut,  having  a  loop  at 
its  other  extremity,  for  the  purpose  of  being  imited 
to  the  main  foot-link  by  a  si'nilar  loop.  Some 
anglers  affix  a  running  weight  of  lead  to  the  wheel 
line,  others  the  necessary  loading,  according  to 
the  water's  depth,  to  the  foot-line  itself.  The 
best  mode  of  fixing  on  tho  bait  is  this  :  With  a 
long  darning  needle,  or  one  made  for  the  purpose, 
to  be  had  at  tho  fishing  tackle  shops,  draw  the  ^ 
detached  link  through  the  bait,  entering  at  the 
vent  and  coming  out  of  the  mouth,  and  when 
fully  drawn,  the  shanks  of  the  hook  should  bo 
hidden  in  the  vent — it  will  be  well  to  tie  the  mouth 
of  the  bait  with  a  thread  to  prevent  its  gaping. 
The  iul  vantage  of  this  mode  is  the  economy  of  bait, 
if  scanty,  as  the  moment  the  fish  is  hooked  the  bait 
runs  up  the  line,  and  may  take  several  fish  succes- 
sively without  being  mangled.  If  the  water 
aboimds  in  pike,  it  will  bo  prudent  to  have  six  or 
eight  inches  of  silver  gimp  (being  the  least  showy) 
next  the  hook."  As  the  work  was  published  in 
1832,  and  tho  author  lays  no  claim  to  its  invention, 
it  nuist  have  been  in  use  long  before  his  time. 

Re  tho  illustration  of  McMullea's  swivel,  the  hook 
should  bo  shown  turned  over  so  as  to  have  three 
points  of  contact,  which  is  what  the  inventor 
clai  ns. — Y-ours  truly,  W.  Andrews. 

Wexford. 

[Yes;  the  hook  of  the  swivel  was  incorrectly 
drawn.  It  was  given  correctly  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  in  1884.— Ed.] 

DRESSINGS  OF  TROUT  FLIES. 
Dear  Sir, — As  an  incipient  amateur  fly  tier  I  am 
naturally  much  interested  in  the  dressings  of  trout 
flios,  which  from  time  to  time  appear  in  your 
valuable  paper.  There  is  one  thing,  however, 
missing  in  nearly  all  these  instructions,  I  mean  the 
size  of  tho  hooks  to  be  us'^d  for  the  various  flies.  If 
the  close  imitation  theory  is  a  sound  one — and  I  am 
not  inclined  to  dispute  it,  although  I  have  come 
across  a  number  of  instances  which  seemed  to  con- 
tradict it — it  necessarily  must  apply,  not  only  t3 
shade  and  co'ouring,  but  also  to  size;  in  fact,  size 
seems  to  me  to  be  at  least  as  important  as  the  other 
two  points,  inasmuch  as  difference  in  size  can  be 
much  more  readily  distinguished  than  cither  shade 
or  shape.  I  am  sure  that  many  of  your  readers, 
besides  myself,  would  feel  grateful  if  in  your  future  . 
publications  of  dressings  this  gap  would  be  filled. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  B. 

Stuttgart. 

["  C.  B.'s  "  point  is  a  good  one.  but  tha  fact  is  al' 
trout  flies,  or  nearly  all,  are  used  in  different  sizes  I 
there  is  no  one  fixed  size — for  instance,  duns  range 
in  size  from  000  to  1  or  2.  The  natural  flies  of  the 
same  kinds  vary  considerably  in  size. — Ed.] 

QUESTIONS  FROM  THE  CHAIRMAN  OF 

THE  NAVY  LEAGUE. 
Dear  Sib, — Rumours  of  sush  grave  import  con-; 
corning  the  armament  of  some  of  our  warships  are, 
current,  not  only  in  service  circles,  but  among  all. 
who  take  interest  in  naval  efficiency,  that  I  venture, 
to  ask  you  to  publish  the  following  inquiries  in  thej 
hope  that  notice  in  the  I'ress  may  elicit  suclxj 
authoritative  information  as  will  allay  public; 
anxiety. 

Is  it  true,  as  asserted — so  far  as  I  know  without' 
contradiction — that  the  Centurion  has  been  sent  to 
China,  where  war  is  not  beyond  the  bounds  of. 
possibility,  with  the  sights  of  her  lOin.  guns 
seriously  inaccurate  ? 

Is  it  a  fact  that,  although  these  sights  have  beea 
condemned  by  experts,  similar  sights  are  now  being'V 
put  into  the  Barfteiir  ? 

Is  it  true  that  officers  on  His  Majesty's  ships 
the  China,  the  Mediterranean,  and   the  Channel* 
squadrons  are  altering  the  sights  of  their  puns  wi 
their  ships'  armourers,  and  further,  that  officers  ar 
purchasing,  at  th.ir  own  cost,  telescopes  to  ma 

.si>;hts  •/ 

To  whom  does  responsibility  attach  if  it  be  tru 
that  all  the  "county"  class  of  cruLsors,  ten  vessel 
costing  nearly  £8,000,000,  have  in  their  turrets  Oi 
guns  so  twinned  together  that'they  cannot  be  fire 
singly,  because  the  loading  of  the  one  interfer 
with  the  firing  of  the  other;  that  their  mounting 
bad,  and  their  .sighting  worse  ? 

Prince  Bismarck  once  said  :  "If  we  are  obliged 
stake  the  blood  of  our  people  against  our  enoniie 
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in  the  field,  then  are  we  also  bound  to  provide  thorn 
with  the  best  weapons  of  offenco  and  defence  wliich 
money  can  procure." 

The  Navy  League,  a'?  such,  neither  has  nor 
pretends  to  have  any  right  to  speak  with  authority 
on  technical  matters  of  armament,  but  even  a 
landsman  can  realise  that  an  inaccurately  sighted 
and  badly  mounted  gun  is  not  a  good  weapon  of 
wswfate,  and  even  a  taxpayer  mav  think  he  ha-i 
some  claim  to  fe  1  assured  that  "  all  thiniis  are  as 
they  should  be"  in  the  Fleet. — Yours  truly, 
H.  Seymouk  Tkower, 
Chaii-man  of  tha  Executive  Committee. 

[It  looks  as  if  somebody  ought  to  be  shot. — Ed.] 

THAMES  ROACH. 

Dear  Sib; — The  present  fishing  season,  almost 
fiom  the  beginning,  owing  to  the  summer  floods^, 
has  been  a  remarkable  one  as  regards  the  popular 
roach.  In  thi?,  the  Reading  district  from  Shiplake 
to  Goring,  I  should  think  the  season  has  been  a 
record  one  for  a  goodly  number  of  years.  Numerous 
fish  of  consid'^rably  over  lib.  each  have  been  taken, 
and  I  myself  know  five  fish  have  been  officially 
weighed  in  over  21b.  each,  the  best  two  weighing 
21b.~'-lJoz. 

Some  of  our  local  anglers,  of  whom  there  are 
many,  have  had  some  very  excellent  bags  of  fish, 
many  individual  lota  going  over  201b.,  and  it  has 
been  very  noticeable  at  times,  when  the  fish  have 
beeu  feeding  well,  what  a  very  largenumberhavobeen 
missed,  no  matter  how  the  angler  may  have  put  his 
best  skill  to  the  test  in  trying  to  hook  them.  What 
may  be  the  causa  cf  so  many  being  misieJ  ? 

Now  there  has  been  many  opinions  expressed  why 
so  many  good  fish  have  been  caught,  the  most 
popular  of  these  being  that  they  have  been  washed 
out  of  unfishable  places  by  the  flood,  and  these 
anglers  think  the  floods  will  do  ua  a  lot  of  good 
about  here.  But,  sir,  if  we  get  a  lot  of  fish  brought 
down  to  this  district,  would  not  the  same  flood  take 
a  like  number  of  our  "own"  fish  down  towards 
London  1  I  think  it  would  be  interesting  to  hear 
what  some  of  the  older  ang'ers  think  of  so  many 
floods  doing  good.  Do  they  think  many  fish  got 
washed  out  into  the  sea  and  never  return  ? 

I  think  the  season  has  shown  that  roach  can  stand 
the  stream  much  better  than  is  estimated,  as  at 
times  they  have  been  caught  in  very  strong  currdijts 
when  they  could  not  be  luund  in  eddies  and  quiet 
places.  .Jui>t  before  the  season  opened  in  June  it 
was  a  sight  worth  seeing,  when  standing  on  the 
Caversham  Weir,  to  watch  the  roach — and  the 
water  was  literally  black  with  them — tiying  to 
jump  up  the  steps,  where  the  water  was  fairly 
boiling.  The  reason  of  this,  I  suppose.'was  chiefly 
to  clean  themselves. — Yours  truly.     Seed  Cake. 


MORE  ABOUT  AMERICAN  BAIT-CASTING 
TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  favourabla  comments  on  the 
Araeiican  method  of  bait  ca  ting  by  many  of  your 
correspondents  that  have  appeared  in  the  Fi'hin;/ 
Gazette  since  my  article  published  in  the  issue  of 
Jan.  2,  seem  very  encouraging  for  its  future. 

Judging  by  his  le.ter  on  this  subject  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  16,  Mr.  H.  Garnott  Kolt 
must  possess  courage  and  skill  to  the  highest  degree 
to  have  arrived  at  such  conclusions  with  the  tackle 
hs  describes. 

Had  he  desired  the  worst  possiWe  combinat'on 
for  the  purpose,  an:l  applied  to  the  boy  or  "sales 
lady"  at  the  counter  of  any  one  of  our  large 
department  stores,  and  asked  for  their  best  bait- 
C£Wting  outfit,  it  is  "dollars  to  doughnuts"  that 
the  tackle  he  describes  woulfl  be  duplio  itod  in  every 
particular,  except  perhaps  the  line,  which  is  one  of 
our  practical  makes. 

It  should  hardly  bo  necessary  to  tell  anglers  that 
any  rod,  be  it  heavy  or  light,  long  or  short,  for 
fre-ih  or  salt  water,  and  for  any  kind  of  fi-h  or 
fishing,  shou'd  bo  constructed  on  an  oven  and  true 
taper  from  grasp  to  tip.  The  steel  rods  are  not  s-o 
ma<ie,  but  are  constructed  with  a  at*  p  at  each 
ferrule,  as  ar<)  .spy-g'ussop,  and  that  instead  of  being 
made  of  a  drawn  tapjr  tube,  as  many  8u[)p()se,  they 
are  simply  a  flat  atrip  of  metal  bent  over  a  taper 
form  with  the  edges  brought  close  togelher_but_not 
joined. 

This  gives  thom  a  wobhly  uncertain  feeling  in  the 
hand,  and  anyone  who  hnu  ever  tried  to  cast  with 
one  knows  there  is  no  more  "bacikbono"  in  tho 
upper  ha'f  than  in  a  willow  switch,  and  therefore 
these  roda  are  no  more  suitable  to  cabt  a  bait  than 
afly.  " 

The  price  mentioned  as  having  been  paid  for  the 
reel,  which  I  believe  is  machine  made  by  a  bird-cage 
manufacturer,  is  either  a  mi'^take  or  else  the 
purchaser,  being  a  stranger  in  this  country,  was 
most  unmercifully  "buncoed."  Of  this  I  am  quite 
sure,  but  to  verify  it  1  made  inquiry  of  one  of  the 
oldest  fishing  tackle  dealers  in  New  York  City,  and 


was  informed  that  no  nicke  1-platod  reel  made  in 
America,  of  size  for  light  bait  casting,  sells  for  more 
than  one-third  the  price  stated. 

Mr.  Rolt  says  nothing  about  tho  guides,  so  it 
may  be  inferred  that  they  were  the  very  unsuitable 
small  ones  usually  mounted  on  these  rods,  yot 
with  such  wretched  tools  for  tho  purpose  ho  freely 
endorses  a'l  tho  important  points  claimed  for  this 
method  of  bait  casting. 

That  somi^  of  th;>  power  to  wind  in  tho  lino  is 
lost  in  multi[)lying  reels  is,  of  course,  a  well-known 
fact,  but  as  tho  largest  and  m(  st  powerful  fish  can 
easily  be  handled  with  those  of  proportionate  size, 
as  Mr.  Marston  remarks  in  his  footnote,  and  as 
there  are  so  many  advantages  in  their  favour,  this 
one  supposed  weakness  is  never  considered. 

This  weakness  the  makers  of  our  best  multiplying 
re^ls  for  light  bait  casting  claim  has  been  to  a  (ireat 
extent  overcome  by  a  psculiar  way.  They  have 
for  some  time  past  cut  the  cogs  ef  the  whe'ls 
technically  known  as  the  gear  and  pinion.  By  this 
method  two  of  the  cogs  of  the  gear  are  always  in 
touch  with  two  CO. 3  of  the  pinion.  This  is  claimed 
to  add  very  much  to  the  power  exerted  by  the 
handle  which  is  attached  directly  to  the  gear,  and 
also  very  much  to  the  strength  of  the  mechanism. 

Whether  thesa  contentions,  as  a  rnatter  of  fact, 
be  true  I  am  not  mechanic  enough  to  venture  an 
opinion  further  than  to  state  that  since  using  reels 
with  the  gears  thus  constructed  the  power  to  wind 
in  seems  to  bo  greater  than  with  those  of  the  old 
kind,  but  even  with  those  there  was  never  any 
trouble  when  made  by  tho  best  makei  s. 

With  such  favourable  results  attained  by  Mr. 
Rolt  under  very  adverse  conditions,  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  ere  long  he  may  have  the  oppDrtunity 
to  fmther  properly  test  with  up  to-date  tackle  the 
American  style  of  bait  casting,  and  that  he  will 
thus  champion  the  cause  without  reservation  is  the 
sincere  wish  of  yours  truly,  C.  G.  Levison. 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  U.S.A., 
Jan.  31. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  so  frequently  see  inquiries  from 
correspondents  as  to  fishing  wanted  at  a  reasonable 
price,  and  easy  of  access,  that  I  think  if  I  mention  a 
communication  as  to  some  free  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  in  Ireland  which  I  have  recently  recei\ed 
(and  as  to  which  I  shall  be  pleased  on  receipt  of 
stamped  envelofe  to  give  information  as  to  vxhere 
t>  app'y)  it  may  be  of  service  to  some  of  your 
readers  looking  out  for  spring  salmon  and  trout 
fishiu's;  in  the  Emerald  Isle.  I  need  only  say  lurther 
that  I  have  absolute  ly  no  pecuniary  interest  of  any 
kind  to  serve  in  making  the  matter  known,  merely  a 
wii-h  to  serve  any  t  f  your  ang'ing  readers  to  whom 
the  information  might  be  acctptable,  and  to  comply 
with  the  request  of  a  friend  to  at  least  mention  it 
in  angling  circles,  for  the  opportunity  of  doing 
which  I  am  much  indebted  to  your  courtesy. 

It  appears  that  there  is  an  admirably  appointed 
country  house  situated  on  a  hill  overlooking  the 
Slaney  river,  in  county  Wexford,  with  large  facilities 
for  hunting  with  two  or  three  p:icks,  and  rough 
shooting  on  the  river  and  on  Wexford  Harbour 
(where  there  is  also  good  sei,  angling).  The  fishing 
ia  absolutely  free  on  taking  out  an  ordinary  salmon 
licence,  and  covers  about  fifteen  miles.  While  it  is 
true  there  is  public  net  fishing  as  w  ell,  I  am  told  both 
net  and  rod  fishing  are  considered  very  good  indeed, 
and  that  there  is  first-rate  salmon  and  tiout  fishing 
aboutsix  miles  up  the  river,  accessible  by  train  or  road. 
Also  there  is  probably  leave  to  be  obtained  for  fronting 
on  the  smaller  streams  adjacent.  The  salmon  lod 
angling  begins  now,  the  netting  in  Mi  rch,  and  lasts 
till  about  September.  Salmon  wei  h  fiom  101b.  to 
201b.,  and  take  the  fly.  I  am  also  to'd  the  toating 
on  the  riv(  r  is  very  good,  and  I  daresay  there  are 
good  facilities  for  yachting  at  Wtxford  Harbour, 
five  miles  distant.  Tho  liouse  is  two  miles  distant 
from  Killurin  Station,  and  five  from  the  mai  ket 
town  of  Wexford,  and  I  believe  the  chief  reason  for 
tho  owner  desiring  to  let  is  that  of  delicate  health 
recjuiriiig  residence  abroad. 

The  rent  of  the  house,  with  stabling,  use  of  garden, 
boat  on  the  river,  pasture  land,  etc.,  for  the  summer 
season  is  £40  a  month,  or  for  a  yearly  tenancy  £180 
per  annum,  and  additional  land  (about,  fifty  acres) 
can  bt)  had  if  desired.  It  certainly  does  appear  to 
me  that  with  such  a  long  ttretch  of  free  salmon  and 
trout  angling  and  other  angling,  shooting,  and 
hunting  possibilities,  it  compares  most  favourably 
with  the  enormously  priced  fishinf;s,  etc.,  one  s^es 
adveitised  in  Scotland,  or  for  fronting  alone  on  such 
rivers  as  Tost  or  Itchen.  No  one,  of  course,  expects 
free  salmon  angling  to  reach  the  mark  of  excellence 
of  highly-preserved  Scotch  fishings  (flshings  only, 
let  it  be  well  understood),  but  I  am  assured  (and  I 
have  no  reason  to  suspect  exaggeration  on  the  part 
of  my  correspondent)  that  the  fishing,  as  free  fishing, 
is  distinctly  good. — Yours  truly,    C.  H.  Taylor. 

Hillside,  Wroxham,  Norwich. 


TAKING  i.)EAI>  SAL.MON  OUT  Of'"  A  KIVEK. 

Dear  Siit, — In  Fi»lnn;i  Oaz'.ttK  of  Feb.  l.'{  "  Special 
Scotch"  t(dls  us  that  taking  dead  Siilmon  out  of  a 
river  is  "  poaching,"  by  which  statement  I  take  it 
that  h;>  means  it  is  illi-gal.  Would  ho  kindly  tell  us 
which  Act  of  Parliament  lays  this  down  us  law  V — 
Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Lksme. 

"  POLYGON  "  ROD-RINGS  AND  "  VARIOUS." 

Dear  Sir, — I  road  in  Finking  Gazette  that  more 
new-fashioned  hooks  either  have  bcjon  or  aro  about 
to  bo  sent  for  review  by  you.    Might  I  suggest  that 
a  trial  of  those  salmon  hooks  foT  breaking  strain  in 
various  directions  bo  ma<Ieand  the  results  published  ? 
As  special  makes  we  now  have  PeimeirK  shape;,  a 
flat-sided  shape,  and  an  oval  shape.     In  two  of  these 
I  am  pretty  sure  wo  have  not  copied  tho  foreigne-r, 
whatever  wo  English  have  tried  to  do  in  tho  making 
of  light,  stiff  cano  rods.      I,  and  I  daresay  many 
others,  would  like  to  know  how  an  indepr5nd<!nt  trial 
would  pan  out.    The  makers  of  tho  strongest  hook 
— a  salmon  hook  carmot  bo  too  heavy — would,  I 
venture  to  predict,  have  at  least  better  luck  in  dis- 
posing of  their  wares  than  tho  gunsmith,  hailing 
from  Coeaigno,  if  I  recollect  aright,  whoso  geniiw 
suggested  to  him  tho  bringing  out  of  a  gun  that 
would  only  firo  cartridges  to  be  procured  of  him.  I 
take  it  that  none  of  these  hooks  are  so  very  expen- 
sive even  to  make  that  a  few  could  not  be  hafl  for 
this  test.    As  the  trial  would  be  for  the  practical 
purposes  of  anglers  alone,  the  gauge  of  wire  used  in  the 
hooks  need  not  be  considered  at  all :  only  the  "  size  " 
of  hook  as  sold  by  the  makers — for  example,  tested 
hooks  to  be  of  2  0  or  some  other  size.    The  present- 
day  hooks  of  any  regular  maker  of  repute  have 
practically  equal   "  catch-hold "  properties ;   it  is 
rather  now  a  question  of  who  makes  the  strongest 
that  is  of  particular  interest  to  fishermen.    Of  course 
eyed  hooks  with  holes  too  small  to  take  treble  gut 
are  no  good  whatever  for  general  pvirposes.    I  n(;ver 
found  the  old  "  hangman's  "  knot  fail  yet  on  any 
sort  of  eyed  hook,  and  it  is  easier  for  most  men  to 
tie  on  a  cold  day  than  a  figure  of  eight  ;  'but  a-s  to 
neatness  of  knots,  I  doubt  if  sahnon  ever  give  it  a 
thought.    They  are  not  always  nice  fish  by  any 
means,  even  when  wo  have  got  them  out.    I  am 
glad  to  read  that  a  rnixture  suited  to  some  skins  has 
been  found  to  stave  off  mosquitoes.    I  tried  for 
some  seasons  in  Newfoundland  the  recipe  mentioned 
as  successful  in  Fishing  Gazette  out  there,  but  it  was 
Uttle  good  to  anyone  in  those  days,  so  that  when  I 
went  for  a  year's  sport  across  the  Rockies  I  tried  the 
prescription  recommended  by  jNIr.  Wells,  in  his  book 
on  salmon  fisliing  I  think,  and  I  recollect  the  penny- 
royal was  a  job  to  get  ;4but  tliis,  too,  w  as  of  no  real 
good.    Some  stuff  I  got  in  Vierma  for  the  same 
purpose   was  just  as   useless  in  the  Himgarian 
marshes,  where  I  shot  for  a  season,  and  no  doubt 
there  is  yet  a  fortune  to  be  made  out  of  a  formula 
that  will  baffle  these  worse  than  pests.    And  I  also 
think  that  the  chemist  who  brings  out  a  process  by 
wlxich  ferrules  and  metal  gear  on  a  fishing  rod,  etc., 
can  be  more  permanently  dulled  than  at  present 
will  not  go  without  his  reward,  and  that  both  dis- 
coveries might  be  patented  without  exciting  any- 
one's derision. 

I  should  class  the  fisliing  to  be  got  in  Newfoimd- 
land  with  that  of  last  season  at  Newi;own  Stew  art,  in 
Ireland,  and  just  as  uncertain  as  to  sport  in  average 
years  as  the  latter  place,  and  a  wire  from  some  dis- 
interested party  actually  on  the  river  to  be  fished 
should  invariably  be  obtained  before  starting  for 
either  country,  otherwise  you  may  spend  days  or 
more  without  strildng  at  anything  more  adven- 
turous than  mosquitoes  and  smaller  insects. 

Others,  too,  have  often  wondered  why  any  makers 
call  reel  fittings  "  universal."  It  is  no  matter  if 
their  birthplace  was  across  the  w  ater  or  otherwise — 
not  a  single  make  does  more  than  take  a  reel  up  to 
a  certain  size,  and  vice  versa.  One  has  had  to  pad 
the  "  cjuoin  "  shape,  as  made  in  the  Provinces,  just 
as  the  old  "  two-ring  and  a  hollow-  "  afTair  had  to  be 
manipulated  so  as  to  make  some  reels  fit,  and  tliis 
t)n  more  than  one  rod  ;  and  until  we  get  something 
new  this  may  happen  to  anyone.  It  would  be  some 
guide  if  all  catalogues  were  to  state  the  sizes  of  reels 
the  home  or  foreign  shape  fittings  woukl  actually 
take,  as  is  done  at  a  place  in  London,  where  witli 
other  chores  they  do  rod-making.  Their  reel  fittings 
are  not  called  universal,  however,  though  their 
dodge  is  jiLst  as  "universal" — and  no  more — as 
any  to  be  bought  in  England.  I  have  tried  the  old- 
fasliioned  upright  ring,  the  snake,  and  the  upright 
ring  set  on  at  an  angle.  Every  sort  has  had  at  least 
a  decade's  experience  with  me,  and  for  fly  fisliing  I 
fancy  it  comes  to  about  this  :  the  material  being 
eciually  hard,  that  provided  either  of  the  above 
shapes  are  amply  big  enough  to  "  shoot "  the 
thickest  of  hues  ever  used  for  any  fly  work  (and 
they  run  very  tliick  for  salmon),  you  caimot  make 
a  inistake  as  to  wliich  you  order  for  a  rod.  I  am 
giving  up  the  above  lot  for  the  steel  "  revoUing  " 
upright  ring,  as  it  should  last  longer  if  the  steel  is  of 
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the  best.  Only  last  season  I  lost  salmon  I  am  con- 
vinced through  nothing  else  than  having  my  rings 
too  small  for  a  thick  line  to  run  freely  througli  tliat 
I  was  forced  to  use  owing  to  a  gale.  When  shall  wo 
get  weight  without  all  this  bulk  in  lines  ?  I  doubt 
if,  when  all  is  said  and  done,  we  gain  much  all 
round  by  using  any  fixed  ring  at  all  for  fly  fishing. 
Any  sort  of  fixed  ring  being  a  vast  deal  more  liable 
to  damage  than  the  old  "  fall-down  "  sorts,  I  should 
not  be  surprised  if,  now  when  we  can  get  really  hard 
steel,  and  that  these  old  shapes  of  ring  have  the  virtue 
of  fitting,  on  emergency,  any  joint  of  any  rod,  which 
some  forms  of  upright  rings  have  not,  I  eventually 
go  back  to  the  "  Polygon  "  shape  of  fall-down  ring. 
For  boat  work,  and  where  much  timber  has  to  bo 
negotiated,  as  in  Canada,  fall-down  shapes  are 
almost  imperative,  and  for  very  obvious  reasons.  The 
"Polygon"  shape  is  a  revolving  ring,  and  so  second 
to  none  in  staying  powers.  The  spinner  now  has 
porcelain  rings,  and  sliould  bo  a  groat  deal  happier 
than  he  deserves  if  ho  uses  them  other  than  by 
waters  whose  fLsh  will  not  take  a  fly,  or  wherein,  for 
various  reasons,  fly  will  not  tempt  a  fish.  '  -4 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  asked  more 
than  once  if  finnock  and  soa-trout  of  north-oast 
rivers  of  Scotland  are  as  to  condition  legally  takoablo 
in  the  spring  months.  I  can  of  my  own  oxpcrionco 
only  speak  of  two  seasons  <m  one  river.  Un- 
doubtedly there  is  a  run  of  finnock  and  a  few — ■ 
perhaps  very  few — sea-trout,  and  they  are  caught  in 
tidal  waters.  I  hear  that  the  netsmen  in  the  Fort  h 
hauled  five  sea-trout.  Now  netsmen  do  not  magnify 
their  catches. — Yours  truly.  Mullet. 


GOOD  SPORT  WITH  PIKE. 

Dear  Sib, — Tliis  week  some  good  sport  among 
the  pike  has  been  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Edward  Fislier 
and  Mr.  Lucas  Gear  on  a  private  broad  in  Norfolk. 
The  largest  fish  scaled  l!)lb.,  the  ne.xt  lllb.,  and 
some  smaller  ones.  All  the  pike  were  in  excellent 
condition. — Yours  tuly,  L.  G. 


DETACHED  BODIES. 

De.ajb  Sir, — I  see  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  states  tliat  I 
cannot  have  read  his  article  carefully.  Being 
deeply  interested  in  the  detached  bodied  fly,  I  read 
his  article  several  times  before  being  satisfied  as 
regards  rubber  bodies,  as  I  have  never  made  any 
flies  with  it.  If  Mr.  H.  S.  HaU  wiU  look  at  my  query 
again,  he  will  perhaps  see  that  I  do  not  quote  boot 
elastic,  the  terra  used  being  "  un  vulcanised  rubber"  ; 
I  likewise  did  not  quote  Mr.  Malcolm's  letter.  You, 
Mr.  Editor,  will  be  able  to  answer  for  me  on  that 
point.  I  do  not  wish  to  offend  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall  with 
this  missive,  but  I  cannot  acknowledge  being  care- 
less as  a  reader  ;  and  by  pubhsliing  thisfin  the  next 
issue  of  your  valuable  paper  you  will  kindly  oblige, — 
Yom-s  truly.  Gnat. 

Morpeth. 


SPECIALLY  PREPARED  FINE  W^RE. 

Dear  Sir,  —  In  giving  "  Penk "  Mr.  Gabb's 
address  of  92,  Snow  Hill,  Birmingham,  where  he 
can  obtain  the  fine  steel  wire,  I  omitted  to  inform 
him  that  the  wire  is  tied  up  to  Jib.  hanks,  price 
2s.  6d.  The  wire  is  specially  bronzed  a  smoky  blue 
that  will  not  rub  off  so  easily  as  the  lacquered.  He 
also  supplies  round-nosed  pliers  to  cut  the  wire  and 
twist  it  at  2s.  6d.  each,  which  can  be  carried  in  the 
waistcoat  pocket. — Yours  truly,  C.  C. 

Staffs. 

FISHING  IN  THE  LOUGHOR  RIVER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "Welshman's  Button's" 
(Swansea)  query  as  to  fishing  in  the  Loughor  river, 
i  advise  him  to  pay  a  call  on  Mr.  David  Rees,  Re- 
cruiting Officer  Hotel,  High-street,  Swansea,  who 
will  give  him  all  information  on  the  subject.  Mr. 
Rees  is  secretary  to  the  Swansea  Angling  Association. 
The  fishing  on  the  whole  of  the  river  is  practically 
free,  except  for  the  payment  of  2s.  6d.  licence  for 
trout,  £1  Is.  for  sewin  and  salmon.  But  the  river 
is  much  polluted  by  refu.se  from  collieries  and  tin- 
works.  Still  there  are  fish  to  be  got  by  those  who 
know  how. — Yours  truly, 

Gilbert  D.  Davidson. 

P.S. — If  I  can  give  any  further  information  to 
"  Welshman's  Button,"  I  shall  be  pleased,  as  I  have 
fished  the  river  for  the  last  seventeen  years.  Any 
legal  bait  may  be  used. 


THE  COLOUR  OF  SALMON—"  DEE  TACKLE." 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  think  I  have  noted  more 
than  once  of  late  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  corre- 
spondence columns  inquiries  by  you  for  information 
respecting  the  outward  colour  of  salmon  at  the  time 
of  entering  rivers  from  the  sea.  I  can  give  you  the 
following  por.sonal  observations.  Two  years  ago  I 
killed  a  very  "  red  "  autumn  cock  fish  of  about  251b., 


which  carried  a  liberal  supply  of  sea  lice.  This 
carmot  be  regarded  as  conclusive,  however,  as  to 
salmon  losing  their  silvery  sheen  in  the  sea,  as  tliis 
fish  may  have  hung  about  in  the  river  tidal  water 
for  weeks  waiting  for  a  spate  before  venturing  up 
river.  My  other  point  is  more  convincing.  I  think 
it  was  two  autunms  ago  that  we  had  unusually  low 
rivers  during  August.  I  then  chanced  to  see  one  of 
the  last  catches  of  the  coast  nets  for  the  season,  and 
it  contained  many  decidedly  reddening  fish, 
although  none  so  red  as  the  one  previously  referred 
to.  When  changing  colour  in  autumn  cock  salmon 
take  on  a  brighter  red  than  their  mates,  the  latter 
inclining  more  to  a  dark  bronze  hue.  Why  should 
not  salmon  naturally  change  colour  at  the  approach 
of  spawning  time,  irrespective  of  sea  or  river  water, 
as  do  minnows  and  trout  ?  The  fact  that  smelts 
assume,  and  dingy-looking  kelts  recover,  the  bright, 
silvery  coat  in  purely  fresh  water  proves  that  the 
silvering  process  does  not  belong  entirely  to  the  sea. 
— Yours  truly,  James  Habper. 

04,  George-street,  Aberdeen. 

P.S.— i?e  "  Deo  Tackle."  The  two  treble-hook 
form  has  been  in  use  on  the  Dee  a.s  long  as  I  can 
remomVjcr  (about  thirty  years),  and  Mr.  Grimble's 
explanation  of  its  first  coming  to  the  Dee  is,  I 
believe,  correct.  It  may  interest  Mr.  Pennell  to 
know  that  the  trebles  used  in  the  oldest  patterns 
known  to  mo  were  stpiare  bent — a  pattern  which  I 
>mderstand  ho  introduced.  I  prefer  the  bend  of 
hook  as  used  for  our  Phantom  and  tied  on  a  longish 
loop.    It  is  safer  than  the  strand  of  single  gut. 

[Mr.  Harper,  who  carries  on  the  well-known  busi- 
ness of  Messrs.  Wm.  Brown  &  Co.,  inventors  of  the 
famous  "  Phantom  "  bait,  has  exceptionally  good 
opportunities  of  observing  salmon,  and  I  am  much 
obliged  to  him  for  his  note.  I  am  with  liim  that 
there  seems  to  be  no  particular  reason  why  salmon 
should  not  have  the  red  colour  in  salt  water,  but  my 
impression  has  always  been  thai)  it  was  acquired  in 
fresh  or  brackish  water. — Eb.] 


FISHING  ON  THE  RIBBLE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  correspondent 
"Rambler,"  I  may  say  that  he  will  find  a  great 
difficulty  in  making  himself  sure  of  obtaining  free 
fishing  in  any  part  of  the  Ribble.  The  safest  place 
to  go  to  is  Edisford  Bridge,  Clitheroe,  and  there 
he  will  obtain  licence  and  permission  to  fish 
(certain).  At  Mytton  (book  to  Whalley)  there  are 
tickets  to  be  obtained,  but  people  coming  any 
distance  have  not  much  chance  (unless  they  are 
favoured  with  plenty  of  cash)  as  the  natives  from 
the  towns  near  can  get' there  sooner  and  get  the 
tickets  at  liberty  first.  We  anglers  about  Black- 
burn, Accrington,  Burnley,  and  Darwen  know  to 
our  cost  that  those  with  plenty  of  money  are 
favoured  before  respectable  working  men. — Yours 
truly,  March  Brown. 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  RIVER  RIBBLE, 

Dear  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  Feb.  6  "  Rambler  " 
inquires  for  "free"  fishing.  In  this  essentially 
angling  portion  of  Lancashire  such  angling  is  not 
to  be  got,  and  if  "  Rambler "  assumed  to  the  con- 
trary, "molestation"  would  be  his  expeiisnce  to  a 
certainty.  There  are  angling  association  waters 
for  which  Clitheroe  (easily  got  at  from  Hindley)  is 
a  good  centre,  but  these  waters  can  only  be  fished 
by  members  of  the  Clitheroe  Angling  Association, 
whose  secretary  is  Mr.  J.  L,  Bulcock,  sportsman's 
outfitter,  Clitheroe. — Yours  truly,  Boltonian. 


FISHING  QUARTERS  IN  IRELAND, 

Dear  Sib, — If  Mr.  R.  B.  Chambers  will  try 
Killaloe  in  August  he  will  find  good  salmon,  grilse, 
and  first-rate  brown  trout  fishing  on  free  and  pre- 
served water.  I  can  give  him  first-class  accommo- 
dation quite  close  to  fishing,  facing  the  river 
Shannon. — Yours  truly,  M.  A.  Grace. 

Grace's  Hotel,  Killaloe. 


FISHING  QUARTERS  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  seen  in  your  issue  of  Feb.  13 
letters  from  H.  R.  Barker  and  R.  B.  Chambers 
relative  to  above.  I  should  most  strongly  recom- 
mend them  to  try  the  Newtown  Stewart  rivers  in 
CO.  Tyrone.  I  have  fished  these  rivers  for  twenty- 
eight  years,  and  last  season  was  by  far  the  best  in 
that  time.  The  next  promises  to  be  even  better  as 
there  was  an  immense  increase  in  the  spawning  fish 
this  winter.  They  should  write  to  Mrs.  INIarshall, 
Abercorn  Hotel,  Newtown  Stewart,  who  will  give 
them  all  particulars,  and  I  am  sure  if  they  once  try 
the  hotel  they  will  come  back,  as  more  comfortable 
quarters  no  one  could  wish  for. — Yours  truly, 

Milibank,  Omagh.         R.  A.  Miller  (Major]. 


FISHING  NEAR  SEAFORD. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  inform'me  if  there  is  fishing 
of  any  kind  near  Seaford ;  perhaps  some  of  your 
readers  could  advise  me  on  this  matter  ? — Youra  ; 
truly,  H.  S.  M.  | 

HOOKSj  I 
Dear  Sib, — Mr.  C.  Hutchinson's  reference  laat 
week  to  my  letter  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  30  has  led 
me  to  look  up  the  correspondence  relating  to  my 
order  from  his  firm  two  years  ago.  I  see  I  ordered 
the  following  fine  wired  sneck :  long  and  short 
shank,  eyed ;  long  and  short  shank,  blind  (or  four 
patterns  in  all), 'in  perhaps  three  or  four  sizes  each. 
They  quoted  4s.  6d.  per  100  eyed,  and  2s.  per  100 
blind,  not  less  than  500  each  pattern.  In  reply  to 
a  query  they  admitted  error,  and  said  it  should  be 
4s.  6d.  per  gross  eyed  ;  no  mention  of  blind.  To 
this  price  I  agreed,  and  ordered  500  to  700  each 
pattern  (some  2500  in  all,  I  think).  Then  they  said 
I  had  misunderstood  them,  and  that  by  not  less 
than  500  each  "  pattern  "  they  meant  "  size,"  and 
that  in  less  quantities  it  would  not  pay  them.  Of 
course,  I  could  not  take  7000  hooks,  and  the  matter 
dropped.  I  referred  to  it  the  other  day  from 
memory,  and  as  a  matter  for  regret,  and  I  am  sorry  if 
I  inadvertently  offended  Mr.  Hutchinson.  I  have 
bought  hooks  from  them  too  long  now  to  have  any- 
thing but  absolute  reliance  in  their  goods  and  good 
faith  in  their  statements.  I  only  quote  the  above 
somewhat  in  self-defence,  for  I  am  presumably 
included  in  the  category  of  those  who  only  order  a 
few  dozens,  or  of  those  who  grumble  at  the  price. 
4s.  Cd.  per  gross  is  reasonable  enough,  but  I  submit 
that  48.  6d.  per  gross  for  an  order  of  7000^would  be 
vastly  different.  But  who  wants  cheap  hooks  T 
Certainly,  I  don't.  When  good  flies  are  tied  on 
them  they  are  an  abomination,  as  many  know  to 
their  cost.  I  am  glad  to  hear  each  year  brings 
many  applications  for  these  fine  wired  hooks  ;  there 
is  evidently  a  demand.  Strange  no  one  tries  to 
supply  it,  for  surely  many  of  the  patterns  asked  for 
must  be  similar,  and  if  any  of  those  gentlemen 
interested  will  communicate  with  me,  I  have  little 
doubt  we  can  soon  agree  on  that  point,  and  then 
perhaps  we  can  get  some  maker  to  supply  us 
(through  a  dealer,  of  course).  I  beg  to  thank 
Messrs,  Allcock  for  courteously  sending^me'samples 
of  their  latest  Model  Perfect.  They  are  excellent, 
and  I  hope  the  smaller  sizes  are  as  good.— Yours 
truly,  B.  Brooke,  Jun. 

Westella,  Buxton. 


THE  BUNDROWES. 

Dear  Sir, — There  are  several  points  to  be  noted 
in  connection  with  the  Bundrowes,  and  with  especial 
reference  to  the  printed  "  rules  "  of  the  Bundrowes 
fishery  issued  by  the  proprietor,  and  which  Mr. 
Grimble  epitomises,  I  think,  in  his  series  of  articles 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  last  year. 

The  "rules"  state  that  when  no_one  is  in  resi- 
dence at  Lareen  six  rods  are  let,  and  that  the 
fishing  extends  from  Blackwater  Pool  to  the  sea ; 
that  when  Lareen  is  occupied  four  rods  are  let,  and 
that  the  fishing  extends  from  Monolek  Bridge  to 
the  sea. 

This  wording  may  have  been  correct  a  year  or 
two  back,  but  although  copies  of  the  rules 
as  worded  above  are  still  sent  out,  the 
proprietor's  agent  himself  admits  that  they  are 
incorr.:ctly  worded,  in  so  far  that  no  fishing 
is  now  permitted  above  Monolek  Bridge  under  «my 
circumstances — that  is,  four  pools  are  cut  out.  The 
rules  are  also  objectionably  misleading  in  that'they 
omit  to  mention  that  (1)  only  the  right  bank  of 
the  river  now  belongs  to  the  Bundrowes  Fishery, 
(2)  a  keeper  employed  by  the  [proprietor  has  the 
concurrent  right  of  fishing. 

A  revised  edition  of  the  rules  appears  to  be 
urgently  called  for,  also  a  reconsideration  of  the 
price  (12s,  6d,)  charged  for  day  tickets,  which  now 
certainly  appears  exorbitant. 

To  turn  to  another  matter,  I  note  in  your  last 
issue  a  report  from  the  Bundrowes,  stating  that 
Gilroy,  the  keeper,  had  taken  two  fresh-run  fish  of 
10|lb,  and  ll^lb,  (or  thereabouts)  during  the  past 
week.  On  my  questioning  him  personally  he 
informed  me  that  there  was  no  truth  in  the  report, 
and  that  he  had  taken  only  one  fish  this  season, 
and  that  one  during  the  first  two  days  of  the  season. 
I  leave  it  to  you,  Mr.  Editor,  to  qualify  a  report  of 
this  nature. — Yours  truly.  Boxwood. 

B  under  an. 


BRONZING. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  inform  me  how  to  bronze  a  plain 
brass  reel,  also  the  rings,  ferrules,  etc.,  of  trout  or 
salmon  rods  without  detacliing  them,  and  oblige. — 
Yours  truly,  Quetta, 

{Severed  letters  are  univoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR? 


The  Fly  Fishers'  Dinner. 

The  only  thing  wanting  to  add  to  the  success  of 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Dinner  was  a  speech  from  Mr.  Wm. 
Senior,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  committee  will 
not  let  him  o5  another  year.  I  would  very  gladly 
let  "  Red  Spinner  "  cast  my  fly,  or,  rather,  make 
the  speech  which  I  am  obliged  "by  order"  to 
inflict  on  the  club  each  year.  I  was  glad  to  hear 
from  the  chairman  and  Lord  Denbigh's  speeches 
that  the  new  Salmon  and  Trout  Association  is 
making  good  progress. 

A  Catiline  Conspiracy.- 

"Sir, — Anglers  are  often  accused  of  trying  too 
greatly  the  credulity  of  their  hearers  by  the 
wonderful  stories  they  tell.  That  marvellous 
things  do  happen  to  others  besides  them  the 
following  well-authenticated  tale  will  show:  — 
'  Mr.  Tiedman,  the  famous  Saxon  dentist,  had  a 
valuable  tortoise-shell  cat  that  for  days  did 
nothing  but  moan.  Guessing  the  cause,  he  looked 
into  its  mouth,  and  seeing  a  decayed  tooth,  soon 
relieved  it  of  its  pain.  The  following  day  there 
were  at  least  ten  cats  at  his  door,  the  day  after 
twenty,  and  they  went  on  increasing  at  such  a  rate 
that  he  was  obliged  to  keep  a  bulldog  to  drive 
them  away.  But  nothing  would  help.  A  cat  who 
had  the  toothache  would  come  any  number  of 
miles  to  him.  However,  being  one  morning  very 
nervous,  he  accidentally  broke  the  jaw  of  an  old 
tabby.  The  news  of  this  spread  like  wildflre.  Not 
a  single  cat  ever  came  to  him  afterwards.' — Yours 
truly,  "L.  V." 

This  is  pretty  high,  but  the  "  Amateur  Angler  " 
gave  us  recently  a  true  story  of  a  woodcock 
which  mended  its  own  broken  leg  with  plaster  and 
splints. 


Eyed  ffooK  Fuks  iok  Wet  Fly  FisuiKfi. 

A  fiiend  of  mine  who  is  fishing  in  Devonshire 
tells  me  that  on  Feb.  19  he  had  nine  brace  of  nice 
trout '•  in  good  condition,  small  heads,  and  excel- 
lent eating.  They  were  taken  fishing  wet  fly  down 
■tream,  and  were  all  caught  on  eyed  hooks,  includ- 
ing two  droppers,  March  Brown  as  a  dropper  was 
the  favourite.  ' 


The  Sir  Herbert  Salmon  Fly. 
I  have  to  thank  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  for  kindly 
sending  me  for  illustration  the  fly  which  is  named 
after  him ;  it  was  dressed  by  Mr.  L\  D.  Malloch,  of 


S/K  Herbert 

Perth.  Here  is  Sir  Herbert's  own  description  of  the 
dressing  of  the  fly,  which  was  named  after  him  by 
the  late  James  Wright,  of  Sprouston  : — ■ 

"  Dear  Sir, — Some  weeks  ago  one  of  your  corre- 
spondents asked  for  information  where  he  could 
obtain  the  fly  which  the  late  James  Wright,  of 
Sprouston,  named  after  me.  It  is  in  Messrs.  Far- 
low's  list,  and  it  is  also  supplied  by  Forrest  of  Kelso, 
and  Wright,  Prince's-street,  Edinburgh.  The  dress- 
ing is  as  follows  : — Tag  and  three-fourths  of  body, 
gold  tinsel ;  no  butt ;  tail,  a  topping  and  Indian 
crow  feather.  The  tinsel  is  lapped  with  stout  gold 
twist,  along  which  is  laid  a  dyed  yellow  cock's 
hackle  with  black  list.  Upper  fourth  of  body, 
scarlet  mohair,  with  crimson  hackle  at  shoulder  ; 
wing,  a  single  tippet  feather,  with  strips  of  bright 
bustard  or  florican,  white  swan,  and  swan  dyed 
purple,  green  peacock  lierl  and  wogd-duck ;  blue 
chatterer  cheeks,  topping  over,  and  red  macaw 
horns.  The  shoulder  hackle  may  be  sky-blue  as  a 
variety. 

"  I  do  not  claim  superiority  for  this  fly  over  any 
other,  but  I  have  proved  it  to  be  quite  as  effective 
as  any,  and  it  certainly  commands  the  attention  of 
any  fish  that  happen  to  be  about. — Yours  truly, 
"  Herbert  Maxwell. 

"  Monreith,  Jan.  25." 

Gorge-Me-Not; 
Mr.  W.  Baden-Powell,  K.C.,  showed  me  the 
other  day  a  little  dodge  of  his  for  preventing 
grayling  gorging  the  worm  when  "swimming  it" 


v 


in  clear  water.  I  had  never  seen  it  before,  and 
asked  him  to  let  me  have  an  illustration  and  note 
about  it,  and  he  has  kindly  done  so  as  follows :  — 

"Dear  Marston,— In  'clear  water  worming' 
for  trout  in  Scotland,  and  in  '  swimming  the  worm' 
for  grayling  in  Yorkshire,  I  have  been  disgusted 


with  this,  otherwise  artistic,  mode  of  fishing  by  the 
frequency  of  the  bait  being  gorged,  necessitating  a 
troublesome  slimy  and  bloody  operation  with  a 
diagorger  or  a  knife.  Fishing  on  the  Dove  in 
January  my  disgust  became  acute — but 
fly  fishing  was  hopeless.  Then  a  happy 
thought  came  to  the  rescue :  '  add  some- 
thing to  stop  gorging,'  thought  whispered. 
I  immediately  took  a  needle  out  of  my  fly 
book,  and  by  a  clove-hitch  of  the  gut 
around  it  and  silk  binding  on  its  middle, 
the  needle  firmly  stood  across  the  gut 
about  one  inch  above  the  hook.  This 
was  successful  in  quite  preventing  gorging, 
but  was  frequently  weed  catching.  ITien 
came  a  further  idea — a  gorge-me-not  tackle 
of  two  hooks,  the  upper  one  reversed  and 
carrying  the  worm's  head,  but  with  the 
point  just  showing  so  as  to  prick  in  and 
stop  further  swallowing.  It  was  but  the 
work  of  a  moment,  as  the  penny  novels 
say,  to  cut  a  hook  from  its  gut  and  to  whip 
it  on,  bottom  up,  about  half  an  inch  above 
the  other  hook.  The  bead  of  the  worm  is 
threaded  on  to  the  upper,  so  that  the  head  is  at  the 
point,  point  just  through  (  see  accompanying  sketch). 
The  body  is  then  pierced  and  threaded  on  so  as  to 
embed  the  lower  hook  completely,  leaving  just  a 
bit  of  hook  shank  and  gut  outside  at  middle  as 
being  too  troublesome  to  thread  in.  Result, 
excellent.  No  more  time-wasting  operations  in 
disgorging,  and  a  far  nicer  hang  of  worm  than  ia 
obtained  in  the  Stewart  tackle. 

"  '  I  claim  by  this  my  inven — '  No,  hold  hard, 
I  have  a  doubt.  It  may  be  as  old  as  the  hills  for 
all  I  know,  or  care ;  but,  anyway,  it  is  pleasantly 
successful  in  actual  fishing,  when  one  has  to  use 
the  beastly  worm  instead  of  the  aristocratic  fly. 
But  if  it  has  been  '  anticipated,'  and  I  am 
'  infringing,'  I  shall  none  the  less  use  it,  and  chance 
the  penalty,  J!  W,-  Baden-Powell.'' 


A  Reported  7Jlb.;  Chub.- 
Mr.  Alfred  E.  Coates,  of  Ambergate,  sends  me 
the  following  interesting  account  of  a  chub  which 
is  said  to  have  weighed  7|lb. :  — 

"  Dear  Sir,— Mr.  Dugdale,  Works  Manager  a 
Messrs.  Johnson's  Wii'eworks,  informs  me  that  on 
February  3  a  chub  of  very  large  size  was  taken 
from  the  Derwent  here.  It  measured  26in.:  in 
length,  and  weighed  7  fib. 

"As  this  is  an  exceptionally  large  fish,  I  imagine  it 
is  near  the  record  weight  for  this  species.  Perhaps 
you  will  say  whether  this  is  so  ? 

"  The  fish  was  captured  on  the  revolving  '  leaf 
catcher'  or  grating  at  the  entrance  of  the  wire- 
works  turbine  race  when  the  grating  was  lifted  up 
to  be  cleared.  It  was  taken  to  the  works  office 
and  weighed,  and  afterwards  divided  amongst  the 
men  who  secured  it. 

^'  Some  time  ago  a  portion  of  an  eel  was  brought 
up  on  the  same  grating,  it  having  been  cut  in 
two  when  the  grating  revolved,  and  the  portion 
(apparently  three-quarters)  weighed  nearly  71b. 

"  The  Derwent  at  this  place  is  very  deep,  being 
backed  up  by  the  high  weir  just  below,  and  I  know 
contains  some  very  large  fish,  several  trout  of  large 
size  having  been  taken  during  the  last  year  or  two.- 

"  It  is  a  pity  that  such  a  chubby  specimen  did 
not  meet  a  more  sporting  finish. — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  E.  Goates.'- 

As  this  is,  I  think,  the  largest  chub  ever  recorded 
as  weighed,  would  Mr.  Coates  kindly  see  if  he  can 
recover  even  the  skull  of  the  fish  ?  I  was  not  aware 
that  there  are  any  chub  in  the  Derwent.  I  know 
there  are  large  roach  as  I  have  caught  them  with 
the  fly  below  Whatstandwell  Bridge.  Is  Mri 
Dugdale  quite  certain  that  it  was  a  chub  ?  It  has 
happened  that  an  out-of-condition  bull  trout  or 
salmon  has  been  called  a  chub  before  now,  and 
salmon  used  to  run  up  the  Derwent  as  far,  I  think, 
as  Matlock,  so  an  old  angler,  "  One-armed  Ben,'- 
with  whom  I  fished  the  Derwent  at  the  end  of  the 
sixties  told  me. 


Stocking  Waters  with  Trolt. 

I  understand  that  the  opinion  expressed  in  the 
Yorkshire  Post  respecting  the  futility  of  stocking 
waters  with  trout  was  merely  that  of  the  corre- 
spondent, as  the  Yorkshire  Post  has  always  strongly 
upheld  the  value  of  stocking  suitable  lakes  and 
rivers  with  trout.- 

[2] 
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"  GuDDLiNO  --—Scotch  Trout  Acts. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if 
you  will  be  good  enougli  to  infoi  m  me  if  '  guddling  - 
for  trout  is  legal  or  illegal. 

"  I  always  understood  it  to  be  illegal,  but  have 
been  told  by  several  fishermen  that  it  is  quite  legal, 
so  Avould  like  to  know. 

"  Also,  if  you  would  say  where  I  could  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  Trout  (Scotland)  Acts,  1845  and  1860, 
and  cost  of  same,  and  if  these  Acts,  together  witli 
the  1902  Act,  constitute  all  the  Acts  relating  to  the 
capture  of  trout  in  Scotland, — Yours  truly. 

"Glasgow."  "  Wn.LiAM  Fkew. 

"Guddling"  is  surely  illegal  in  Scotland,  as  well  as 
in  England.  Mr.  Frew  should  consult  "  Stewart's 
Treatise  on  the  Law  of  Scotland  relating  to  Salmon, 
Trout,  and  other  Fishing,"  and  also  the  recent  Act 
protecting  trout  in  Scotland,  ft  is  published  by 
Messrs.  T.  &  T.  Clark,  of  Edinburgh. 

Messrs.  Newnes'  New  Gazettker  or  the 
British  Isles. 

Part  III.  of  this  admirable  gazetteer  contains 
coloured  maps  showing  (1)  the  River  Basins  and 
Water-partings  of  the  British  Isles ;  (2)  Tidal  Flow 
on  the  Coasts  of  the  British  Isles  ;  (3)  January 
Temperature ;  (4)  July  Temperature ;  and  (."i) 
Actual  Annual  Temperature.  There  is  also  a  map 
showing  the  Metropolitan  Parliamentary  Boroughs. 
Although  small  the  maps  arc  wonderfully  clear  and 
readable,  the  delicate  colouring  not  obscuring  the 
lettering  at'all. 

Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  at  the 
Crystal  Palace. 

Next  week  I  hope  to  give  further  particulars 
re.apecting  the  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament 
to  be  held  in  the  summer  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  to 
which  reference  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  dinner.  I  was  very  glad  to  hear 
Mr.  Grenfell  also  refer  to  the  matter.  He  is  on  the 
committee  of  the  International  Sports  and  Games 
Exhibition,  to  be  held  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  which 
promises  to  be  a  very  interesting  affair. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


ANNUAL  DINNEE  OF  THE  FLY 
FISHEES'  CLUB. 
Held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Tuesday 
Evening,  February  23. 


Me.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  presided  at  the 
twentieth  annual  dinner  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 
which,  thanks  in  great  measure  to  the  excellent 
arrangements  of  the  dinner  committee  and  Mr. 
Skues,  the  secretary,  was  a  great  success  in  every 
way.  The  large  attendance,  including  many 
members  who  had  come  from  distant  parts  of  the 
country,  proved  once  more  how  much  satisfaction 
is  afforded  by  this  annual  reunion  of  anglers,  who 
are  held  together,  as  i'Red  Spinner"  says,  by 
their  love  of  fly  fishing. 

Among  those  present  were  : — Ainslie,  Wilfrid  ; 
Alien,  W.  C. ;  Arnold,  H.  R.  ;  Bailey,  Hon.  Herbsrt 

C.  ;  Bailward,  W.  A. ;  Baiss,  Arnold ;  Baker,  H.  V.  ; 
Ballantine,  Tlios. ;  Bangs,  L.W.;  Barrett,  Lieut. -Co). 

D.  L. ;  Bartlett,  E.  P. ;  Barton,  C.  Steventon ; 
Batchelor,  A.  ;  Bathurst,  Cy.  il  P. ;  Bauei-,  R.  ; 
Bennett,  H.  ;  Bouwens,  T.  ;  Brent,  A. ;  Briscoo,  W. ; 
Bvles,  James  B.,  M.B. ;  Calkin,  J.  W.  A.  :  Calvert, 
Edwin  M. ;  Catchpool,  C.  R.  ;  Chiiin,  H.  W.  ; 
Cliristie,  A.  ;  Clark,  Col.  S. ;  Clarke,  L.  J.  Graham-  ; 
Clarke,  Col.  Stanley;  Clayton,  Edward:  Cockerell, 
William  A. ;  Coggeshall,  W.  D. ;  Cohen,  Eustace  S. ; 
Collard,  J.  C.  ;  Cook,  C.  H.  ;  Cookson,  Clement  8.  ; 
Cookson,  L.  S. ;  Cooper,  S. ;  Corfe,  Robert  C.  Hardv ; 
Cox,A.  E.;  Dare-Mordle,F.;  Davies,Dr.  Thos.;  Davis, 
Capt.  Hart-;  Davison,  J.  B. ;  Denbigh, Lord;  Dobson, 
Arthur  Henry  ;  Dobson,  Percy  B. ;  Dommett,  C.  W. ; 
Donbavand,  W.  J.  ;  Edmonds,  W.  ;  Tarbutt,  Percy ; 
Ferry,  E.  A.  ;  Ferry,  H. ;  Flint,  Arthur  B. ;  Frend, 

E.  C. ;  Fryer,  C.  E.  (Inspector  Board  of  Fisheries) ; 
Grant,  J.  W. ;  Grenfell,  W.  H.,  M.P.  ;  Gray, 
T.  R. ;  Gwynne,  His  Honour  Judge  James  A. ; 
Halford,  E.  S.  ;  Halford,  F.  M.  ;  Hnlley,  William ; 
Hansard,  Luko ;  Hassam,  C,  A. ;  Hendloy,  Dr.  J. ; 
Herboi  t,  P.  H.  ;  Hcwat,  R.  A. ;  Hill,  J. ;  Hine,  T.  G. 
Macaulay ;  Hodson,  T.  J.  ;  Horton,  W.  Ping  ) ; 
Howard,  G.  H. ;  .lannings,  E. ;  Johnson,  J.  Wilmot ; 
Jast,  W.  H..  C.B.,  C.M.G. ;  Kesterton,  V.:  Kid  l, 
C.  B. ;  Kidd,  F.  N.  ;  Kind,  Captain  E. ;  Kirton, 
Chas.  J. ;  Kyrke,  A.  Venables ;  Lake,  H.  G. ;  Lake, 
J.  C. ;  Laurie,  D.  E. ;  Logros,  J.  A. ;  Lind,  G.  McC.  ; 
Longworth,  F.  D. ;  Lort-PhillipB,  E. ;  Lovell,  R. 
Haynes ;    Lyccster,   A.   C. ;    MaoMahon,  P.    M. ; 


Malins,  Henry  Spicor ;  Marriott,  F.  W.  P. ; 
Marston,  E.  P.  ;  Marston,  R.  B. ;  Maxwell,  W. ; 
May,  Harry;  Micboll,  H.  C. ;  Micl<lcfiel(l,  A. 
E.  R.  :  INIilles,  C.  W. ;  Norris,  Hcdiey  F.  ;  Noith,  Sir 
Ford;  OKcr,  H.  Uren;  Ormerod,  E.  W. ;  Orton, 
G.  H.  ;  Paino,  Tyrrell  T. ;  Paradis?,  T.  D.  ;  Paterson, 
John  ;  Pater.son,  Dr.  T.  W.  S.  ;  Paterson,  W.  S. ; 
Patterson,  Charles  S.,  M.B. ;. Payne,  AithurM.  ; 
Pay  ton,  Charles  A.  ;  Popo,  Walter  Hy. ;  Powell,  W. 
Baden-,  K.C. ;  Praed,  Mackworth  ;  Pratt,  Rev.  W. 
T.  ;  St.  Quintin,  R.  S.  ;  Randall,  H.  L.  ;  RutsUff,  W. 
Mi  nor  ;  Rawling,  L.  B. ;  Reily,  C.  H.  ;  Rcplin,  A.  Q.  ; 
Rioh  r  T.W.;  Rogers,  G.W.;  Schollin;?,  C;  Schwarte, 
W.  ;  Sclbv,  H.  J. ;  Senior,  WiUiam;  Seward,  W.  T.  ; 
eewill,  J.  S?fton;  Ph-ringham,  H.  T.  ;  Simpson, 
Major  A.  T.  ;  Skelton ;  Skues,  C.  A.  M.  ;  Skuo', 
G.E.iNI.;  Pkiios,F.W.M. ;  Sma!l,H.;  Suape,  E.,  M.D.; 
Taylor,  J.Wilson;  Tomis,  A.  G.;  Tewsnn,  H.  T. ; 
Toms,  Dr.  F.  W.  ;  Tomes,  C.  S..  F.R.S. ;  Towse, 
J.  Wrench  :  Turnstile,  H.  ;  Voelcker,  Dr.  J.  A. ; 
Waokcr,  Sidney;  Walter,  A.;  Watney,  Daniel; 
Watncy,  Dondy ;  Watson,  Johnston;  Wliymper, 
W.  N.  ;  WilUams,  A.;  Wilson,  George  M.  M. ; 
V\'ilson,  H.  ;  Winsor,  P.  ;  Wright,  Lieut. -Gen.  W.  P.  ; 
Yardley,  George  W.  ;  Young,  C.  W.  F. ;  Young, 
Dr.  Jolin. 

After  dinner,  in  proposing  the  toast  "  The  King," 
the  Chairman  said  :  My  lords  and  gentlemen, — I 
will  ask  you  to  drink  to  the  first  toast  with  all 
enthusiasm — "  The  King."  I  ask  you  to  drink  to 
him  not  merely  as  the  symbol  of  tlie  unity  of  the 
Empire,  but  also  as  one  who  has  rendered  to  the 


W.  H.  Grenfell,  Esq.,  A'. P. 
(Chairman  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Dinner,  19ti4.) 

Empire. the  most  signal  services  of  late  which  perhaps 
have  been  rendered  by  any  monarch  to  any  country. 
(Cheers.)  The  Kmg  has  stood  between  us  and  the 
possibility  of  war.  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to 
exaggerate  the  effect  of  the  King's  recent  journey 
to  the  countries  of  Europe  in  the  interests  of  peace. 
I  happened  to  be  in  Paris  at  the  time  in  connection 
with  an  international  fencing  tournament,  and  one 
could  see  the  change  that  was  coming  over  the  people 
of  France  through  the  personal  influence,  tact,  and 
magnetism  of  His  Majesty  the  King.  I  ask  you  to 
drink  to  the  health  of  His  Majesty  the  King. 

The  toast  having  been  drunk  with  musical 
honours,  the  Chairman  said  :  My  lords  and  gentle- 
men.— The  next  toast  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to 
you  is  that  of  "  The  Queen,  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Wales,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Royal 
Family."  I  am  sure  it  needs  no  words  from  me  to 
recommend  this  toast  to  you.  The  Queen,  whom 
time  spares  as  the  idol  of  the  English  race,  needs  no 
words  from  mc  or  anyone  else  to  recommend  her 
to  your  notice,  and  the  other  members  of  the  Royal 
Family  are  now  well  known  as  being  most  enthu- 
siastic anglers.  They  say  that  no  scenery  is  com- 
plete without  water  ;  in  my  opinion,  no  water  is 
complete  without  fish — (cheers) — and  I  am  happy 
to  think  that  now,  from  the  windows  of  Buckingham 
Palace,  thanks  to  a  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  the  Royal  Family  are  able  to  look  on  a  sheet 
of  water  which  now  contains  rainbow  trout.  ("  Hear, 
hear." )  I  ask  you  to  drink  to  the  health  of  "  Queen 
Alexandra,  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  and 
the  other  members  of  the  Royal  Famih'."-  The 
toast  wa;i  cnthusiusticallv  rc;r!  red. 


The  Chairman  :  My  lords  and  gentlemen, — I  now] 
rise  to  attempt  the  impossible  task  of  doing  justice 
to  the  toast,  "  The  Fly  Fishers'  Club."    I  felt  the| 
greatest  possible  diffidence  when  I  Avas  asked  to 
preside  on  this  occasion,  as  I  knew  what  splendid^ 
chairmen  you  had  in  the  past,  and  1  vainly  protested 
that  my  head  was  not  surrounded  with  that  haloJ 
and  nimbus  of  oratory  which  had  graced  formerj 
occupants  of  this  position.    To  comfort  mo,  yc 
secretary  sent  me  the  records  of  the  Fly  FishoP 
Club,  and  all  the  splendid  oratorical  achieveraen 
of  those  who  had  occupied  this  chair.    The  intentio 
was  kind,  but  the  result  was  somewhat  dampL 
(Laughter.)    I  gathered  from  a  perusal  of  thoi 
speeches  that  there  were  three  topics  common  ii 
many  of  them.    One  was  the  drought  from  which  ' 
fishers  generally  and  the  country  at  large  had 
suffered  from  in  recent  years.    I  am  afi-aid  that 
even  the  most  ardent  angler  would  not  complain  of 
drought  this  year.    (Laughter.)    I  think  that  as 
anglers  we  can  congratulate  ourselves  most  heartily 
upon  a  changed  and  improved  state  of  things.  In 
many  parts  of  the  country  we  have  seen  springs 
gushing  forth  where  springs  have  not  been  seen  for 
the  last  eight  years,  and  in  more  than  one  case 
rivers  which  had  ceased  to  flow  have  now  the 
prospect  of  becoming  full  of  teeming  trout.    As  a 
member  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  I  have  been 
rather  blamed  for  the  exuberance  of  nature  in  the 
matter  of  rainfall.    (Laughter.)    There  are  some 
people  who  seem  to  think  that  a  Conservator  of  the 
river  can  stop  the  rain  falling  from  heaven.  But 
looking  back  upon  my  youth,  when  Horace  was 
somewhat  mixed  with  pain,  I  remember  his  descrip. 
tion  of  the  fishy  race  swimming  about  among  the 
highest  tree-tops,  and  I  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
floods  were  not  unknown  even  then.    There  is 
another  matter  always  alluded  to  on  these  occasions, 
and  it  has  been  touched  upon  by  the  gentleman 
who  drew  up  this  toast  list— I  mean  the  "  song  of 
the    bow."    (Laughter.)    There   is   generally  an 
allusion  to  the  undoubted  veracity  which  always 
appertains  to  members  of  thi?  as  of  all  other  fishing 
clubs.    (Laughter.)    You  remember  there  was  an 
ancient  bow  which  Ulysses  alone  could  pull,  and 
which  before  the  day  of  battle  sang  of  death.  The 
anglers'  bow  usually  sings  not  so  much  of  death 
as   of   those  fish  which  have  escaped  the  death 
they  so  richly  deserved.  (Laughter.)  As  a  member 
of  the  Tariff  Commission  I  have  had  to  inquire  into 
"  dumping."    One  of  the  greatest  instances  of 
dumping  as  connected  w'ith  anglers  that  I  have 
come  across  is  the  dumping  of  American  angling 
stories  in  general  which  have  absolutely  driven  the 
home  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  better,  article  from 
the  field.    (Laughter.)    It  is  an  old  topic,  but  I 
think  it  will  be  a  pereimial  one.    I  was  reminded 
the  other  day  of  a  friend  of  mine  who  frequents  the 
British  Museum,  who  was  daily  annoyed  by  long 
angling  stories  told  him  by  a  gentleman  who  resorted 
to  the  same  temple  of  learning.    At  last  he  was  so 
exasperated    that,   quietly  and    unobserved,  he 
placed  upon  his  friend's  desk  the  following  lines, 
which  have  some  little  point  as  containing  w'hat 
some  may  consider  to  be  a  double  meaning  : 

Upon  a  river's  bank  serene 

A  fisher  stood  where  a'l  was  green. 

And  looked  it. 
He  saw,  just  as  the  light  grew  dim, 
A  fish,  or  e.'se  the  fish  saw  him. 

And  hooked  it. 
At  night,  with  high-erected  comb, 
He  brought  that  fish  (or  story)  home, 

And  cooked  it. 

(Loud  laughter. )  Of  course,  this  is  appUcable  not  to 
any  of  the  gentlemen  I  see  around  me,  but  only  to 
those  who  are  more  capable  of  cooking  stories  than 
fish.  I  was  told  on  coming  into  the  room  just  now 
that  perhaps  a  few  personal  fishing  stories  would 
be  more  acceptable  to  the  gathering  than  any  long 
disquisition  on  fishing.  I  am  afraid,  however, 
that  my  art,  which  has  been  more  of  the  rough-and* 
ready  style,  would  not  interest  you  ;  moreover,  the 
stories  which  I  could  tell  you  are  so  absolutely  true 
that  they  would  lose  some  of  that  point  which  only, 
a  little  imagination  can  give  to  a  fishing  story.- 
(Laughter.)  When  I  was  out  in  the  southern  partff 
of  North  America  some  years  ago  I  certainly  was 
engaged  in  struggling  with  a  fish  which  would  be  too 
large  for  the  delicate  art  which  you  gentlemen 
practise,  and  one  of  my  friends  met  with  an  extras 
ordinary  accident.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  is  § 
true  story,  although  it  soimds  like  an  arrow  front 
the  longest  how  that  was  ever  drawn.  While  w6 
were  fishing  for  tarpon,  a  porpoise  was  disporting 
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himself  behind.  My  friend  bent  down  to  bait  his 
hook  for  another  cast,  when  the  porpoise  jumped 
from  behind  him,  and  landed  on  the  side  of  his  head. 
My  friend  was  knocked  into  the  water,  while  the 
porpoise  lay  stunned  at  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  and 
they  had  to  upset  the  boat  to  get  rid  of  the  porpoise. 
My  friend  was  laid  up  for  three  weeks  at  the  light- 
house, and  he  still  goes  about  with  his  head  on  one 
Bide  as  a  result  of  the  attack  of  this  monster. 
(Laughter.)  That  is  a  story  which  few  people, 
except  after  dinner,  would  be  incUned  to  beheve, 
but  when  I  mention  the  gentleman's  name — Mr. 
Otis  Mygatt — you  will  know  that  it  is  a  fact.  I  had 
no  adventure  exactly  of  that  character  myself,  but  I 
remember  the  last  tarpon  I  caught  out  there.  I 
had  a  large  tarpon  on,  and  I  had  nearly  killed  the 
fish,  but  when  the  line  began  to  jig  again  I  knew  a 
shark  was  on.  A  shark  alwaj"^  gives  a  sort  of  bang, 
bang,  bang !  I  was  rather  annoyed  at  this,  because 
I  wanted  to  get  the  tarpon,  but  the  shark  had  some- 
how got  hooked  on.  I  played  him  for  a  considerable 
time,  until  at  last  he  got  right  underneath  the  boat. 
He  was  an  enormous  shark — all  sharks  are,  but  he 
was  an  exceptionally  large  one — (laughter) — bigger 
than  the  boat.  I  said  to  the  man  in  the  boat,  "  Gaii 
him  !  "  He  made  a  sort  of  gaff  at  him,  and  the  fish 
went  ofi.  I  played  him  up  again,  and  again  said 
"  Gaff  him  I and  gaff  him  he  did.  He  pulled  his 
head  over  the  side  of  the  boat  and  patted  it.  I  have 
seen  many  big  sharks,  but  this  one — which  was  not 
the  one  that  got  away— was  certainly  one  of  the 
biggest  specimens  of  his  very  fine  race  that  I  have 
ever  seen.  I  only  make  these  remarks  to  show  what 
can  be  done  with  a  rod  and  line — (laughter) — 
because  I  might  say  that  every  night  we  used  to  put 
:  shark-hooks  out  with  chains,  and  all  that  sort  of 
thing,  but  the  sharks  always  used  to  break  them  up. 
I  remember  one  shark.  We  shot  him,  fired  pistols 
1  into  him,  and  did  all  the  things  you  generally  do  to 
1  fish  (laughter) ;  then  we  got  twelve  men  on  to  the 
I  rope,  and  the  shark  actually  began  to  walk  into  the 
sea  with  them.  (Laughter.)  That  shows  you  how 
strong  a  shark  is.  But  the  fact  that  my  shark  was 
caught  on  a  very  fine  line  proves  what  can  be  done 
I  by  playing  with  a  rod  if  you  will  let  the  fish  tire 
I  themselves..  (Laughter.)    Therefore,   if  anybody 

i comes  down  to  the  Thames  and  gets  hold  of  a  fish 
he  need  never  despair  of  being  able  to  land  him. 
(Laughter. )    Another  subject  on  which  I  should  Uke 
to  say  a  few  words  is  one  which  is  very  near  to  my 
;  heart,  and  that  is  the  attempt  to  bring  the  noblest 
of  fish  to  the  noblest  of  rivers — I  mean  salmon  to  the 
I  Thames.    (Cheers.)    This  movement  was  started 
j  at  the  Mansion  House  in  1899.    The  Lord  Mayor 
I  took  the  chair,  and  made  the  usual  salmon  speech 
,  about  it  being  placed  in  the  indentures  of  appren- 
tices that  they  should  not  be  fed  more  than  three 
or  four  times  a  week  on  salmon.    I  have  never 
known  a  river  to  which  that  yarn  has  not  been 
applied,  and  applied  with  just  about  as  much  foim- 
dation  as  to  the  Thames.    (Laughter.)  Anyhow, 
this  association  was  started.-    Undoubtedly  salmon 
have  existed  in  the  Thames  in  considerable  numbers. 
I  From  the  thirteenth  to  the  eighteenth  centuries  the 
Thames  was  a  very  prolific  salmon  river.  Just 
below  my  place  at  home  there  was  a  gentleman  who 
kept  a  log  of  the  salmon  he  caught  from  1794  to 
'  1820.    They  were  caught  in  the  most  rudiraentaiy 
I  -way  in  an  eel-buck,  and  yet  in  1801  no  less  than 
sixty-one  salmon  were  caught,  so  that  they  must 
I  have  been  very  plentiful.    Doubtless  many  gentle- 
1  men  here  are  familiar  with  the  springs  of  Cliveden. 
I  One  fisherman  in  one  year  caught  fifty  salmon  there, 
and  according  to  old  records  the  net-makers  of 
Chelsea  and  that  district  used  to  take  £600  for 
Salmon  nets.    The  reason  we  had  for  thinking  it 
1  would  be  possible  to  reintroduce  salmon  was  that 
fresh -water  fish  were  found  much  lower  down  in  the 
!  wtuary  of  the  Thames  than  was  formerly  the  case, 
and  sea-water  fish  were  found  going  much  higher 
up  than  they  used  to.    I  noticed  the  other  day  that 
10,000  lampreys  had  been  caught  recently  in  the 
Thames.    That  leads  one  to  think  that  the  estuary 
of  the  Thames  is  not  now  so  foul  as  to  be  absolutely 
inimical  to  fish  life.    I  believe  that  if  these  fish  could 
live  in  the  Thames,  and  the  aeration  of  the  water  is 
sufficient  for  them,  there  is  reasonable  ground  for 
hoping  that  in  course  of  time  salmon  will  be  able  to 
run  through  the  estuary.    ("  Hear,  hear." )  Thanks 
chiefly  to  the  energy  of  Mr.  Gilbey,  who  placed  his 
fishery  at  our  disposal,  we  have  during  the  last 
three  years  turned  a  larger  number  of  two-year-old 
fish  into  the  Thames,  and  one  thing  is  proved 
namely,  that  the  fish  get  on,  at  any  rate,  at  first,  in 
thf;ir  new  fnvirfmm*>nt.    Many  of  them  have  been 


caught  with  rod  and  line,  so  that  evidently  tliey 
were  Uving  and  feeding  in  the  river  after  the  arti- 
ficial manner  in  which  they  had  been  brought  up. 
I  therefore  venture  to  hope  that  we  may  be  able  to 
restore  salmon  to  the  Thames.    I  should  like  to 
thank  many  gentlemen  here  present  for  giving  us 
the  benefit  of  their  advice  and  experience  in  carrying 
out  this  experiment,  which  is.  I  think,  of  interest  to 
all  who  fish,  whether  in  fresh  water  or  the  sea. 
(Cheers.)    I  only  wish  the  experiment  could  be 
carried  out  on  a  much  larger  scale.    My  mouth 
waters  when  I  read  of  the  splendid  scale  on  which 
such  experiments  are  carried  out  in  the  L^nited 
States.    ("  Hear,  hear." )    I  am  glad  to  say  that  the 
Fishmongers'  Company,  which  h  represented  here 
to-night,  has  put  its  shoulder  to  the  wheel  as  regards 
salmon  and  trout,  and  has  started  an  association  wh  ich 
will  promote  Bills  iu  Parliament  with  the  object  of 
benefiting  the  salmon  and  trout  of  thi?  country. 
("Hear,  hear.'")    Some  of  those  Bills  are  already 
drafted,  and  if  the  assistance  of  the  Government  can 
be  obtained  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  be  passed  into 
law,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  country.    ("  Hear, 
hear.")    On  behalf  of  those  of  us  who  are  interested 
in  the  matter,  I  should  hke  to  tender  to  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company  our  thanks  for  having  taken 
up  this  subject — (cheers) — in  so  practical  a  manner. 
I  will  not  detain  yop  any  longer.    I  ask  you  to  drink 
to  the  health  of  "  The  Fly  Fishers'  Club,"  coupled 
with  the  names  of  Mr.  Halford,  the  president,  and 
Mr.  Mai-ston,  the  treasurer.    (Cheers.)    As  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  have  promoted  g  ;od  fellowship  among 
fishers  in  the  past,  so  may  they  in  the  future  by  their 
influence,  which  is  very  great,  promote  legislation 
which  will  bring  fishing  home  not  merely  to  the  rich, 
who  can  afford  to  pay  large  sums  for  the  privilege, 
but  also  to  the  humblest  of  anglers.    (Loud  cheers.) 
The  toast  having  been  enthusiastically  honoured, 
Mr.  F.  M.  Halford,  said :  Mr.  Chairman,  my 
lords,  and  gentbmen. — It  has  been  the  custom  for 
some  years  past  to  associate  with  this  toast  the 
names  of  the  president  and  the  treasurer.  Some 
of  you  may  imagine  that  the  president  is  in  an 
enviable  position,  inasmuch  as  he  rises  first  and  is 
therefore  able  to  hold  forth  on  any  subject  he 
pleases  without  fear  of  being  forestalled  by  his 
colleague.    But  members  who  occupy  this  position 
will  find  that  their  tongues  are  tied,  as  the  president 
must  pi'eserve  a  discreet  silence  on  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  internal  economy  or  finances  of 
the  club,  as  these  are  the  treasurer's  particular 
private  preserve,  andnoself-respectingmemberof  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  has  ever  been  known  to  poach  on 
another  man's  preserves.  (Laughter.)     All  things 
considered,  perhaps  this  is  as  well.    After  all,  your 
president  is  only  a  casual.    (Laughter.)    Like  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  he  is  elected  for  one  single 
year  to  grace  this  position,  and  then  he  sinks  into 
obscurity.    ( Laughter. )    Our  friend  Marston's  posi- 
tion with  regard  to  their  club  is  well  known.  In 
fact,  has  it  not  been  written  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
last  week  that  when  "Old  Log"  wrote  to  the 
Field,  Mr.  Francis  Francis  communicated  with 
Mr.   Marston,  and  Mr.  Burnett,   the   first  hon. 
secretary,  communicated  with  Mr.  Marston,  with 
the  result  that  our  friend  Marston  consulted  Mr. 
Senior,  who  was  then  Angling  Editor  of  the  Field,  and 
Mr.  Henry  Ffennell,  \\  \\o  was  then  Angling  Editor  of 
Land  and  Water,  both  of  whom  are  present  this 
evening,  and  the  club  was  started.     The  first  step 
the  club  took  was  to  elect  Mr.  Marston  as  its 
treasurer  ;   every  year  since  they  have  re-elected 
him,  and  if  I  may  be  so  bold  as  to  forecast  a  prophecy 
they  will  continue  to  elect  him  as  long  as  his  health 
permits  him  to  perform  the  onerous  and  responsible 
duties  of   the  office    (cheers) ;    and,  looking  at 
him  now,  it  appeals  to  me  that  that  is  likely  to  be 
for  many  years  to  come.    (Cheers.)    From  the  first 
inception  of  the  club  he  has  devoted  an  enormous 
amount  of  his  superHuous  energy  to  furthering  its 
objects,  and  in  addition  to  that  he  has,  as  proposer 
or  seconder,  stood  sponsor  to  so  large  a  number  of 
members  that  I  dare  not  even  hint  at  a  definite 
percentage  for  fear  you  might  think  I  was  telling 
you  a  fish  story.    (Laughter.)    Twenty  years  ago, 
when  that  little  knot  of  some  dozen  enthusiasts  met 
in  the  Adclphi  Terrace  to  discuss  the  starting  of  the 
club,  I  venture  to  think  that  not  one  of  them,  in  his 
wildest  dreams,  ever  imagined  it  would  develop  to 
its  present  proportions  and  occupy  so  unique  and 
prominent  a  position  in  the  sporting  world  that  it 
does.    ("  Hear,  hear.")    We  knew  that  fishermen 
were  all    brimful  of  enthusiasm,  and  that  that 
section  which  wielded  the  fly-rod  were  in  no  way 
t)ohind  the  rest,  but  candidly  we  doubted  whetlier 


mere  sentiment  would  hold  us  together  through  a 
long  cour.sc  of  years  and  enable  us  to  keep  up  our 
numbers,  which,  as  in  every  club,  were  bound  to 
dwindle  as  years  went  on  through  deaths  and 
resignations.  I  may  tell  you,  however,  without 
trenching  on  the  treasurer's  ground,  that  in  n'> 
single  j'cai'  have  we  had  a  serious  decrease  in 
numbers.  ('  Hoar,  hear.")  Thercis  one  thing  which 
f  think  has  tended  very  greatly  to  our  prosperity 
and  to  the  keeping  up  of  our  roll — namely,  that  we 
seem  to  b3  bbssed  with  a  pcrcnniil  flow  of  young, 
active  men,  who  not  only  join  the  club,  but  go  on 
to  the  committee,  and  not  only  go  on  to  the  com- 
mittee, but  even  work  thereon — (laughter) — and  do 
work  which  soma  of  us  older  ones,  from  indolence 
or  infirmity,  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  carry  cut. 
Some  of  our  young  members  say  that  we  do  not  do 
enough  for  our  country  members,  that  we  do  nothing 
to  annise  or  instruct  tliem,  and  so  on.  I  have  much 
sympathy  with  these  members,  and  I  think  there  is 
often  a  great  deal  to  be  said  on  their  side  of  the 
question  ;  but  I  am  one  of  those  old  fogies  who  have 
a  horror  of  developing  an  undue  amount  of  activity, 
having  found  by  practical  experience  that  it  is 
safest  to  leave  well  alone.  Here  we  are  with  a  com- 
fortable club-house,  admirably  situated,  with  bed- 
rooms, a  convenience  for  countr}'  memVjers,  and 
sometimes  for  town  members,  and  an  angling  library 
second  to  none  in  the  kingdom,  thanks  to  the  exer- 
tions of  our  friend,  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook.  Then  there  i?  that 
wonderful  museum,  in  which  you  will  find  a  cabinet 
con  taming  a  complete  collection  of  fur,  feather, 
and  other  materials  required  for  di'essing  flies, 
which  has  been  collected,  mounted,  and  sho^ra  in 
its  present  state  by  the  exertions  of  a  small  sub- 
committee, on  which  the  workers  have  notably 
been  Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues  and  Mi-.  Ohlson.  (  '  Hear, 
hear.")  There  is  in  the  room  everything  that 
is  required  for  dressing  the  flies,  so  that  those  who 
wish  to  learn  can  learn,  and  those  who  wish  to 
teach  can  teach — (laughter) — and  any  man  who 
wishes  to  tie  his  fly  has  an  opportunity  of  doing 
so.  But  I  think  there  is  one  feature  of  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club  which  transcends  all  others,  and  that 
is  that  if  any  stranger,  or  comparative  stranger,  enters 
that  room  he  is  at  once  welcomed  by  the  Imhitues  as  a 
fellow  fisherman,  and  made  to  feel  that  he  has  joined 
a  band  of  brother's.  What  more,  I  ask  you,  is 
required  to  make  it  at  once  the  most  sociable  and 
genial  club  in  London.  Some  of  the  happiest 
hours  ui  my  life  have  been  spent  within  its  rooms. 
Will  you  pardon  me  if  I  digress  for  a  moment  and 
say  something  on  a  subject  very  near  to  my  heart  ? 
Some  years  ago,  at  one  of  the  social  Thursday 
evenings,  I  showed  a  few  specimens  of  natural  flies, 
and  one  of  the  members — Mr.  Mear — suggested  that 
a  club  in  our  position  ought  to  have  a  complet« 
collection  of  the  angling  flies  of  Great  Britain  for 
every  one  to  see.  ("  Hear,  hear.")  He  foresaw  one 
of  the  difficulties,  and  at  once  made  a  handsome 
donation,  which  has  enabled  us,  with  a  Uttle  private 
assistance,  to  carrv  on  the  scheme  without  a  penny 
of  expense  to  the  club.  The  next  step  was  to  appoint 
a  sub-committee  to  carry  out  the  work,  and  this 
sub-committee  paid  me  the  compfiment  of  electing 
me  as  their  chairman.  After  some  deliberation  we 
determined  on  the  plan  of  the  collection,  preser- 
vation, and  exhibition  of  these  insects,  and  on  this 
point  I  had  the  inestimable  advantage  of  being  able 
to  consult  my  friend  the  Rev.  A.  E.  Eaton,  who  is  the 
first  living  authority  on  the  Ephemeridse  and  one 
of  the  first  entomologists  in  this  country.  He  went 
into  the  question  fully,  and  not  only  approved  of 
every  detail  of  our  plan,  but  paid  us  the  comph- 
ment  of  adopting  it,  with  very  slight  alteration, 
for  the  collection  and  preservation  of  the  Psycho- 
didffi,  the  family  of  insects  on  which  he  is  still 
working.  Some  of  our  members  have  rendered  us 
a  great  deal  of  assistance,  notably  Mr.  A.  N.  Gilbey, 
who  instructed  one  of  the  Houghton  Club  keepers 
to  rear  in  captivity  one  of  the  Caddis  flies  (Welsh- 
man's Button),  and  presented  us  with  a  series  of 
specimens  from  the  egg  to  the  mature  insect.  Mr. 
Marston.  who  is  always  to  the  fore  when  wanted, 
persuaded  Mr.  J.  E.  Miller  to  send  us  some  stone 
flies  and  creepers  from  the  Yore ;  and  Mr  C.  H.  Cjok 
obtained  some  March  Browns  from  the  Tv.-eed.  As 
far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I  have  for  twenty 
years  collected  insects  which  I  had  always  intended  to 
be  used  for  some  pubhc  or  ^uasi-pubhc  purpose,  and 
the  pick  (if  that  collection  have  gone  into  the  cabinet. 
(Cheers.)  The  result  is  that  you  have  something 
which  should  be  the  nucleus  of  a  very  fine  collection. 
But  it  wants  addition.  I  am  addressing  you  not  to 
obtain  recognition  of  wliat  has  been  done,  but  to 
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enlist  your  sympathy  and  to  obtain  the  assistance 
of  as  many  members  as  possible  in  the  matter.  As 
far  as  the  South  Country  chalk  streams  arc  con- 
cerned we  can  ourselves  continue  to  get  specimens 
and  keep  the  collection  up-to-date.  But  there  arc 
members  who  fish  in  Ireland,  Scotland,  Wales,  and 
in  the  North,  Midland,  and  West  Country,  and  I 
would  ask  everyone  of  those  members  to  devote  just 
a  few  hours  in  the  season  to  collecting  the  insects 
from  his  native  streams  or  the  stream  he  fishes. 
They  must  be  collected  exactly  according  to  the 
method  we  have  adopted,  and  Mr.  Kent,  the 
honorary  secretary  of  the  sub-committee,  will 
forward  a  copy  of  the  method  in  question  to  any 
member  applying  for  it.  If  members  avIU  do  as  I 
have  asked,  two  objects  will  be  served — first,  the 
great  object  of  making  this  collection  a  truly 
national  collection,  and  one  which  would  show  every 


for  the  extremely  kind  way  in  which  he  has 
referred  to  me,  and  also  for  the  admirable  way  in 
which  for  so  many  years  he  has  helped  us.  It  is 
my  duty,  as  your  hon.  treasurer,  to  tell  you 
something  about  the  position  of  the  club,  and 
to  give  you  some  of  those,  dry  statistics  which 
you  are  always  obliged  to  have  from  the  hon. 
treasurer.  You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  total 
number  of  members,  including  honorary  members, 
amounts  to  nearly  400.  That  is  about  our  high- 
water  mark.  During  the  year  we  liave  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  various  gifts  from 
members,  including  presents  of  books  from  Mr. 
Augustus  Grimblc,  Mr.  A.  Seville,  Dr.  Orton,  Mr. 
Ohlson.  Mr.  Coggcshall,  and  Mr.  Halford.  I  gave 
the  club  a  painting  of  that  grand  American  fish, 
the  rainbow  trout,  as  a  memento  of  our  old  and 
e-itecmed   American   member,   the   late   Mr.  A. 
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student  who  wanted  to  learn  the  flies  which  were  in 
use,  and  which  were  taken  by  the  fish.  There  is  also 
a  little  selfishness  at  the  bottom.  It  would  enable 
some  of  us  who  are  engaged  in  working  out  various 
matters  of  detail,  of  variation  of  colour,  variation  of 
size,  and  so  on,  greatly  to  advance  that  work  by 
giving  us  a  larger  number  of  specimens  to  work  b}'. 
I  venture  to  hope  that  during  the  next  season  and  in 
seasons  to  come  we  shall  be  deluged  with  specimens, 
f  cannot  promise  to  use  every  specimen  sent,  but 
every  one  that  is  fit  and  good  shall  go  into  the  col- 
lection. I  have  now  detained  you  long  enough.  I 
would  express  to  the  Chairman  my  cordial  thanks 
for  the  terms  in  which  he  has  referred  to  the  club 
and  to  its  members,  and  I  would  assure  him  in  the 
name  of  us  all  that  we  thoroughly  appreciate  the 
compliment  and  honour  of  having  in  the  chair 
to-night  80  good  and  so  varied  a  sportsman  as 
himself.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  II.  B.  Makston  said  :  Mr.  Chairman  and 
gentlemen,— I  must  thank  my  friend  Mr.  Halford 


Nelson  Cheney,  which  his  daughter  had  sent  to  me. 
As  regards  finance,  we  are  in  a  very  satisfactory 
position.  The  debentures  which  we  were  obbged 
to  issue  when  we  went  into  a  house  of  our  own  have 
now  all  been  paid  off— (cheers)— though  some  few 
holders  have  not  sent  them  to  me,  and  I  would  take 
this  opportunity  of  reminding  them  of  the  fact.  I 
am  very  glad  to  see  here  to-night  the  gentleman 
who  was  our  chairman  at  the  first  annual  dinner, 
the  Hon.  Sir  Ford  North— (•' hear,  hear")— who 
has  always  taken  the  greatest  interest  in  the  club.  As 
regards  the  future  policy  of  the  club,  I  would  suggest 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  advocate  the 
refinement  of  fishing.  From  matters  which  have 
come  to  my  notice,  I  think  this  is  necessary.  The 
other  day  there  called  upon  me  one  of  those  in- 
ventors of  something  new  in  fishing  tackle,  who 
are  continually  turning  up,  as  Mr.  Senior  and  I 
know  only  too  well.  He  insisted  on  seeing  me,  in 
order  to  show  me  a  great  new  invention  of  his  which 
he  described  as  a  ball-bearing  dry  fly.  (Laughter.) 


He  said,  "  This  fly  has  a  little  hollow  ball  of  celluloid 
underneath  its  stomach  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
it  afloat."  (Laughter.)  He  asked  me  to  bring  it  tc 
the  notice  of  the  club,  but  I  suggested  that  it  might 
scare  the  trout.  "  Scare  them  '!  "  he  said,  "  whjrj 
they  will  think  it's  salmon  roe."  (Laughter.)  I  said 
that  I  was  afraid  in  that  case  it  would  scare  the  Fly 
Fishers,  but  he  gently  winked  at  me  and  said,  "  Don't 
you  believe  it."  (Laughter.)  Talking  of  salmort 
roe  reminds  me  that  only  yesterday  my  old  friend 
"  Dragnet "  brought  me  a  letter,  and  asked  me  if 
I  had  been  recommending  salmon  roe  as  a  bait, 
(Laughter.)    The  writer  said  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — On  perusing  your  valuable  book 
on  angling,  I  notice  that  you  mention  salmon, 
roc.  May  I  ask  you  to  send  per  return,  for  which 
I  enclose  stamped  addressed  envelope,  particulars 
of  the  preparation  ?  I  may  say  that  I  only  rctjuirc 
it  for  coarse  fishing."  (Laughter.) 

I  said  frankly  that  T  did  not  think  I  had  ever 
recommended  salmon  roe,  and  on  turning  uj)  the 
passage  I  found  that  this  is  what  I  wrote  about 
it  :— 

"  Salmon  roe. — To  use  this  bait  is  poaching, 
illegal,  and  unsportsmanlike.  It  is  a  criminal 
ofience."  (Laughter.)  "  If  so,  to  give  directions 
how  to  prepare  it  might  lead  to  some  of  my  readers 
being  imprisoned." 

It  would  be  rather  awkward  for  the  Editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  to  be  charged  with  aiding  and 
abetting  poaching.  (Laughter.)  That  reminds  mo 
of  the  narrow  escape  Senior  and  I  had  the  last 
time  we  were  fishing  together.  We  had  fished  all 
day  when  we  found  we  had  not  a  licence.  (Laughter.) 
Another  correspondent  reminds  me  of  an  adver- 
tisement in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  a  new  steel  boat 
for  sale  "  suitable  for  pleasure  OR  fishing." 
(Laughter.)  I  always  thought  that  the  chief 
thing  an  angler  got  out  of  his  fishing  was 
pleasure  ;  he  certainly  could  not  live  on  what  he 
catches.  Then  I  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing 
the  presentation  to  the  club  by  one  of  the  members, 
Mr.  T.  Wentworth  Falconer,  of  a  set  of  the  twelve 
trout  flies  made  from  the  dressings  given  nearly 
four  hundred  years  ago  by  Dame  Juliana  Berners. 
The  flies  have  been  tied  by  Messrs.  Hardy,  of 
Alnwick,  and  I  should  feel  quite  safe  in  trying 
them  on  our  most  fastidious  trout.  I  am  sure  we  are 
very  much  obUged  to  Mr.  Falconer  for  sending  us  this 
interesting  collection.  Then  Mr.  Graham  Clarke, 
who  is  present  to-night,  tells  me  that  he  has  lent 
the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  until  next  Saturday  a  cabinet 
containing  1500  salmon  flies  which  he  has  tied 
himself.  I  am  sure  the  salmon  fly  members  of  the 
club  will  be  very  glad  to  look  in  and  see  that  fine 
collection.  As  another  instance  of  the  necessity  for 
that  reflnement  of  fishing  committee  which  I 
referred  to,  I  may  mention  that  on  one  occasion, 
when  on  a  fishing  holiday,  I  was  present  at  a  large 
dinner  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  at  a  country 
house,  when  our  host  called  across  the  table  to  an 
ardent  fly-fisher  who  was  present,  "Well,  Mr.' 
Jones,  what  sport  to-day?''  "Oh,  ten  brace,'- 
said  Mr.  Jones.  "Good!'-  said  our  host;  "what; 
did  you  catch  them  with?'-  "  Cowdung,"-  wsbj 
the  reply.  Of  course  all  fly-fishers  will  know  that, 
he  referred  to  the  useful  Cowdung  fly,  but  it  was^ 
rather  an  awkward  reply  under  the  circumstances., 
(Laughter.)  I  thank  you  for  the  very  kind  way  ifti 
which  you  have  received  the  toast  of  "  The  Fly* 
Fishers'  Club."-  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  if  I  cam 
do  an3rthing  to  help  the  club  in  the  future  I  shaUl 
be  only  too  glad.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Johnston  Watson  said :  My  lords  and! 
gentlemen, — It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  proposa 
what  I  think  may  certainly  be  described  among 
the  members  of  this  club  as  the  toast  of  the  evening 
— namely,  "  The  Guests."  By  the  irony  of  fate 
the  powers  that  be  have  chosen  one  of  the  very 
few  members  of  the  club  who  object  to  long  after- 
dinner  speeches  ;  therefore,  I  do  not  propose  to 
give  you  a  display  of  eloquence.  I  sometimes 
think  that  our  friends,  when  they  see  us  dining^ 
together  in  the  evening,  may  form  a  wrong  opinion 
of  what  we  really  are  in  the  field.  But  hospitality; 
is  the  badge  of  our  tribe.  I  remember  when  I  wa* 
a  much  younger  fisherman  than  now  hearing  » 
story  which  may  throw  some  light  on  our  positioD 
towards  our  guests.  Two  gentlemen  left  the  hoteL 
early  in  the  morning  (they  were  not  fly  fishermen). 
The  day  was  hot  and  the  road  was  long,  and  after" 
they  had  walked  about  a  couple  of  miles,  the  on* 
in  front  called  to  the  other,  "  Have  you  got  th» 
rods  ?  "  "  Good  gracious  !  "  replied  the  other,  "L 
have  forgotten  them."-    "  Have  you  got  the  beer  ? 
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then  inquired  the  fii-st.  "  Yes,  I've  got  the  beer." 
"  Then  come  along ;  never  mind  the  rods."- 
(Laughter.)  I  think  it  is  in  that  spirit  that  we 
invite  our  guests  to  assemble  on  these  occasions, 
and  I  hope  that  because  they  see  us  in  thi?  position 
and  condition — (laughter) — they  will  not  think  we 
are  unable  to  do  anything  in  the  field.  In  pro- 
posing this  toast,  I  beg  to  couple  with  it  the  name  of 
Mr.  Mackworth  Praed.  (Cheers.) 

]yiR.M.\CKWORTH  Praed,  in  replying  for  the  guests, 
said  :  My  lords  and  gentlemen, — After  the  extremely 
kind  words  which  have  fallen  from  Mr.  Johnston 
Watson,  it  is  very  difficult  indeed  for  me  to  under- 
stand why  I  have  been  selected  out  of  the  large 
number  of  gentlemen  whom  I  see  standing  around 
me  to  return  thanks  for  the  guests,  but  possibly  it 
ii  that  the  most  unworthy  member  present  is 
selected  for  the  duty.  ("  No,  no.")  Sea  fishing  is 
not  so  very  far  distant  from  river  fishing,  especiallj' 
with  a  fly,  when  you  come  to  catch  bass,  and  m 
that  connection  I  may  say  this.  Unless  Parliament 
takes  some  very  stringent  measures  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  trawling  which  at  present  exists,  you  must 
not  be  surprised  if,  within  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
from  now,  you  have  to  pay  as  much  as  a  sovereign  for 
a  sole.  ("Hear,  hear.")  It  is  not  the  fish  they  bring 
to  bank  and  which  appear  in  the  market  that  so 
much  matter  :  it  is  the  fish  which  are  absolutely 
destroyed,  and  rendered  worthless  almost  for 
manure.  ("Hear,  hear.")  Unless  some  very  strong 
steps  are  taken— and  I  understand  a  measure  is  to 
be  introduced  into  Parliament  for  the  purpose— the 
I  sea  fish,  of  which  we  are  in  so  much  need,  will  be 
absolutely  destroyed.  As  regards  what  fell  from 
the  Chairman,  I  must  say  that  he  is  the 
most  active  member  of  the  Thames  Conservancy. 
(■'  Hear,  hear.")  He  has  a  will  of  his  own,  and  when 
he  gets  the  bit  between  his  teeth  the  devil  will  not 
stop  him.  (Laughter  and  cheers.)  We  want  such 
I  men,  instead  of  crawling  along  as  we  do  as  English- 
I  men,  allowmg  things  to  sleep  and  go  on  as  they  do, 
I  nobody  having  the  strength  of  vri\l  to  push,  push, 
I  push,  as  your  worthy  Chairman  has  done  and  will 
continue  to  do.  ("Hear,  hear.")  There  is  no  doubt 
that  hi?  Thames  salmon  scheme  will  eventually  be 
a  SUCC3SS.  Between  the  years  1800  and  1820  many 
salmon  were  caught  in  the  river,  and  I  do  not  see 
the  slightest  reason  why,  with  the  purification  of 
the  river,  it  should  not  happen  again.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  anything  I  need  add,  except  to  say 
to  our  hosts,  on  behalf  of  the  guests  here  present, 
that  we  have  had  a  most  agreeable  evening,  and  to 
thank  you  most  sincerely.  (Cheers.) 

The  Chairman  :  Before  we  proceed  further,  Mr. 
Marston  wishes  to  say  something  that  he  omitted 
from  his  speech. 

Mb.  R.  B.  Marston  :  I  omitted  to  say  that  during 
the  coming  summer  the  Crystal  Palace  Company 
are  going  to  hold  a  large  exhibition  of  sports,  in 
connection    with    which    there    are    to    be  fly 
and  bait  competition.s  and  so  forth,  and  they  have 
asked   me   to   undertake    the    arrangement  of 
that  matter.    Several  gentlemen  have  promised 
,  to  help  me,  but  I  wish  to  ask  fly  fishers  generally 
to  make  suggestions  as  to  the  best  way  of  carrying 
out  the  fly  casting  competitions.    We  have  heard 
of  the  tremendous  success  of  the  Yankees  with  their 
light  rods  in  makuig  forty-yard  casts.  (Laughter.) 
I  am  able  to  announce  that  we  expect  some  American 
experts  are  coming  to  these  competitions  with  the 
four-ounce  rods,  with  which  they  reckon  to  be  able  to 
beat  anybody  in  England.    I  hope  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  will  support  the  proposal  as  much  as  they  can. 
I  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  these  four-ounce  rods 
I  and  the  forty-yard  casts.    I  want  to  see  it  done, 
i  ("  Hear,  hear." )  Several  gentlemen  have  written  to 
I  say  they  are  prevented  from  being  present  to-night, 
including  our  old  friend,  Mr.  WiUiamson,  who,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  is  ill,  and  to  whom,  I  am  sure,  we  all 
extend  our  sympathy.    ("  Hear,  hear.") 
'     The  Earl  of  Denbigh  :    Gentlemen, — Having 
not  long  ago  performed  the  dangerous  task  of  facing 
an  audience  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  from  the  chair 
at  the  annual  dinner,  I  can  understand  the  trepi- 
dation which  seized  our  excellent  Chairman  to-night, 
and  I  sympathised  with  him.    At  the  same  time, 
I  think  we  may  congratulate  him  on  having  filled 
<hf!  chair  with  conspicuous  success,  and  on  having 
■rformed  his  duties  with  transparent  veracity. 
'  heers   and   laughter.)    We   all   remember  the 
I  words  of  the  old  prophet  in  which  the  fisherman  is 
said  to  be  "  a  man  who  goeth  forth  early  in  the 
morning,  and  who  retumeth  late  in  the  evening, 
who  smellcth  of  whiskey,  and  the  truth  in  not  in 
him,''   (Laughter.) /_^!3ucb  being  tb*  case,  I  can 
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understand  the  nervousness  with  which  the  Chair- 
man related  to  us  those  various  stories  wliicli  he 
hinted  himself  were  so  absolutely  true  that  he  was 
rather  afraid  nobody  would  believe  them.  (Laugh- 
ter.) We  have  been  very  fortunate  in  having  Mr. 
Grenfell  for  our  Chairman  to-night.  (Cheers.)  He 
is  a  good  sportsman  ;  he  is  a  most  excellent  member 
of  the  Thames  Conservancy  ;  and  one  of  the  things 
nearest  his  heart  is  the  culture  of  salmon  in  our 
own  river.  We  can  only  hope  that  one  of  these 
days  the  nightmare  which  wo  see  depicted  on  the 
menu  may  become  a  reality  perhaps  not  so  far 
from  Maidenhead.  (Cheers.)  Mr.  Grenfell  has 
many  claims  on  our  admiration.  He  sets  a  noble 
example  to  the  great  unwashed  of  London  from  the 
fact  of  his  being  Chairman  of  the  Bath  Club — 
(laughter) — and  I  am  informed  that  on  occasions 
he  has  been  seen  fishing  for  mermaids  m  the 
swimming  bath  of  that  club  (Laughter.)  He  is 
also  an  active  member  of  Parliament,  and  you  have 
been  told  that  he  is  taking  an  active  part  in  the 
work  of  the  Salmon  and  Trout  Association,  to  which 
I  Lad  the  privilege  of  calling  your  attention  for  the 
first  time  last  year.  I  then  told  you  that  a  move- 
ment was  on  foot  for  the  purpose  of  forming  such 
an  association.  I  think  we  may  congratulate  our- 
selves that  that  association  has  now  assumed  a 
definite  form,  and  we  are  much  indebted  to  Mr. 
Wrench  Towse,  the  energetic  clerk  to  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company,  and  to  his  honourable  company 
for  the  way  in  which  they  have  assisted  us.  (Cheers. ) 
You  have  been  told  that  active  measures  are  being 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  legislation  in 
the  fishery  interest.  But  you  will  understand  that 
an  association  of  this  kind  cannot  be  carried  on 
without  the  sinews  of  war.  I  therefore  take  this 
opportunity  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  this  association  has  been  formed,  and  I  am 
sure  that  you  who  have  spent  so  many  happy  days 
by  the  riverside  after  salmon  and  trout— either  or 
botli — will  not  grudge  perhaps  a  modest  sovereign 
a  year  to  enable  this  country  to  have  a  proper 
organisation  for  promoting  fishery  interests,  which 
in  so  many  parts  are  threatened  because  hitherto 
they  have  been  most  shamefully  neglected.  (Cheers.) 
Mr.  Mackworth  Praed  said  that  unless  a  Bill  was 
introduced  into  Parliament  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  sole  that  fish  would  soon  be  extinct.  I 
may  say  that  in  that  excellent  establishment  the 
House  of  Lords,  a  Bill,  promated  by  the  Minister 
for  Agriculture,  was  read  a  second  time  the  other 
day  :  it  is  called  the  "  Immature  Flat  Fish  Bill." 
(Laughter.)  I  need  hardly  remind  you  that  if  this 
country  had  to  depend  only  upon  the  House  of 
Lords  for  the  conduct  of  its  legislation,  it  would  be 
a  far  better  place  to  live  in.  (Cheers  and  laughter.) 
Therefore,  if  the  Immature  Flat  Fish  Bill  does  not 
become  law  this  session,  do  not  blame  us.  (Laughter. ) 
I  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  you  the  health  of 
"The  Chairman,"  thanking  him  in  the  name  of 
everybody  for  the  way  in  which  he  has  occupied 
the  chair  to-night.  (Cheers.) 
The  toast  having  been  enthusiastically  honoured, 
The  Chairman  said  :  My  lords  and  gentlemen, — 
I  thank  you  most  heartily  for  the  very  kindly 
manner  in  which  you  have  received  this  toast 
which  has  been  so  eloquently  proposed  by  Lord 
Denbigh.  When  I  took  the  chair  this  evening  I 
felt  rather  like  one  of  the  immature  flat  fish  to 
which  such  an  eloquent  tribute  has  been  paid. 
(Laughter.)  I  feel  that  we  have  had  a  feast  of 
reason  and  a  flow  of  soul  (sole).  (Cheers  and 
laughter.)  As  old  Izaak  Walton  would  have  said 
when  he  gave  the  recipe  for  cooking  the  pike,  it 
was  a  fit  dinner  for  anglers  or  for  any  very  honest 
man.  (Laughter.)  I  hope  in  the  future  to  be  able 
to  make  the  acquaintance  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
in  a  much  more  personal  manner  than  hitherto — 
(cheers) — and  also  to  view  that  excellent  collection 
which  you  have  and  which  I  believe  in  the  future 
will  be  the  most  valuable  collection  in  the  country. 
I  honestly  think  there  are  two  things  we  want. 
The  first  is  that  Mr.  Marston  should  at  once  add 
his  ball-bearing  fly— (laughter)— and  then,  if  pos- 
sible, he  should,  out  of  his  own  ingenuity,  invent  a 
motor  Cowdung.  (Laughter.)  I  am  sure  that  in 
the  rivers  where  the  fish  are  so  highly  educated  that 
they  despise  the  ordinary  article  they  would  receive 
such  a  fly  with  avidity.  (Laughter.)  Allusion  has 
been  made  to  the  important  International  Sports 
Exhibition  to  be  held  at  the  Crystal  Palace  this 
year.  Every  branch  of  sport  will  be  represented, 
and,  as  Mr.  Marston  has  said,  we  look  to  this  club  to 
uphold  the  credit  of  England  in  any  fly  fishing  or 
rod  competitioa?  that  may  take  placej   There  is  a 


movement  on  foot  to  uphold  the  credit  of  England 
in  a  great  fencing  tournament  in  which  teams  from 
the  Continent  will  compete  under  royal  patronage. 
All  who  are  interested  in  English  sport  should  do 
theii'  utmost  in  Ihoii'  different  lines  to  make  that 
great  exhibition  worthy  of  the  occasion  and  worthy 
of  the  country  whi<:h  has  always  been  foremost  in 
promoting  every  honest  sport.  (Cheers.)  1  need 
hardly  say  that  it  has  been  a  very  great  pleasure  Ui 
preside  over  this  most  representative  gathering. 
There  arc  many  here  present  who,  from  their  life- 
long pursuit  and  knowledge  of  fishing,  are  well 
qualified  to  take  an  even  more  advanced  position 
than  the  club  has  hitherto  taken  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  fishing  in  England,  and  I  hope  that  the 
club  will  in  future  take  that  more  prominent  part 
I  thank  ycu  most  heartily  for  your  very  kind 
reception  to-night  I  should  be  sorry  to  sit  dowT. 
without  paying  luj  tribute  to  your  excelleni 
secretary  for  the  admirable  afrangements  he  hat. 
made,  and  for  tlie  splendid  manner  in  which  he 
conducts  the  affairs  of  the  club.  (Cheers.)  I  beg 
most  heartily  to  thank  you,  and  I  should  like  to 
drink  one  glass  to  our  better  acquaintance.  (Cheers.) 

During  the  evening  an  excellent  musical  pro- 
gramme was  rendered  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
J.  A.  Brown,  the  vocalists  being  Miss  Gertrude 
Maxted,  Miss  Lilian  Gardner,  and  Mr.  Harry  Dearth, 
while  Mr.  Artliur  Helmore  gave  two  humorous 
sketches,  and  Mr.  Alonzo  Thorogood  officiated  at 
the  pianoforte. 


Mr.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  in  his  speech  at  the  Fly 
Fishers'  Club's  Annual  Dinner,  gave  a  graphic 
account  of  a  fight  with  an  enormous  shark  which 
he  hooked  while  fishing  for  tarpon  in  South 
American  waters,  and  which  eventually  broke  away 
in  spite  of  the  eftbrte  of  the  M.P.  and  several  other 
men  to  accomplish  its  destruction.- 

Grenfell  M.P.  for  tarpon  fished  lie, 
.\ad  unluckily  hook'd  a  great  shark, 
But  tea  other  men  and  Grenfell  M.P. 
Failed  to  extinguish  the  brute's  vital  .spaik 
The'  they  shot  it  and  clubb'd  it  and  slashed  it 
Witli  their  jiflas  ani  bludgeons  and  knives; 
And  the'  with  ths  biat-hook  they  gash'd  it. 
That  shark  'midst  the  tarpon  still  thrives. 

Moral. 

If  for  tarpon  you  fish  in  Amsiican  seas. 
And  a  great  hungry  shark  takes  your  bait. 
Don't  try  to  destroy  by  such  mild  means  as  these 
But  torpedo  ths  brute  and  settle  its  fate. 

— H.  T.  T. 


BEITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  elaventh  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
members  was  held  in  the  ^society's  rooms  cn 
Wednesday,  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  in  the  chair.  The 
president,  Sir  Edward  Birkbeok,  D.L.,  J.P.,  and 
other  officers  ware  re-elojted.  Last  year's  affairs 
having  been  satisfactorily  disposed  of,  and  the 
machinery  provided  for  this  years  work,  the 
members  warmed  to  the  vary  pleasant  duty  of 
thanking  those  who  had  so  zealously  worked  for 
them.  Votes  of  thanks  ware  proposed  in  most 
hearty  and  appreciative  fashion  to  the  treasurer, 
solicitor,  curator,  and  librarian,  to  tha  general  com- 
mittee and  their  sub-committaas,  and  to  the  auditors 
and  tha  secretary,  Mr.  James  Pickup,  for  the  very 
heavy  and  most  suceessful  work  done  by  all  of  them, 
also  to  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin,  for  his  abla  condujt  in 
the  chair,  and  in  eai'a  ani  every  case  wara  carried 
by  acclamation.  Suitab'e  replies  havingbeen  made, 
the  proceedings  terminated  at  an  early  hour.  The 
position  of  the  society,  as  shown  by  the  report  and 
aC30unts,  is  a  most  satisfactory  one — the  cash 
balance  of  lastyearhavingonlybeenreducedby  about 
£100,  remaining  at  £311  16s.  Id.  at  Dec.  31,  1903, 
the  liabilities  having  been  also  reduced  £114.  The 
total  received  income  of  1903  was  £629;  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  year,  paid  and  unpaid,  £633 — so 
that  the  expenditure  was  very  slightly  in  excess  of 
income.  The  weekly  meating  at  headquarters  was 
attended  by  much  larger  numbers,  and  an  excallent 
programme  of  exhibitions,  papers,  discussions, 
music  and  social  enjoyment  was  successf  ully  carried 
through.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  K.G.,  will 
take  the  chair  at  the  amiual  dinner  at  the  Cafe 
Monico  on  Wednesdav,  March  16,  at  7  p.m. 

S,  P. 
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THE  LATE  MR.  HENRY  CADMAN. 


It  was  only  recently  that  I  heard  of  the  death  on 
New  Year's  Day  of  that  very  good  angler  and 
angling  writer,  Mr.  Henry  Cadman,  author  of 
*'  Harry  Druidale,  Fisherman  from  Manxland  to 
England,"  which  was  published  by  Messrs.  Mac- 
millan  &  Co.,  1898.  They  have  kindly  lent  me  an 
illustration  from  it  showing  Mr.  Cadman  at  one  of 
the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Association's  waters  on  the 
Eamont.  From  the  Cleckheaton  Quardian  of  Jan.  8, 
I  give  the  following  particulars  about  Mr.  Cadman, 
who  was  so  well  known  and  widely  respected.  Mr. 
-Cadman  occasionally  contributed  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette  since  1883. 

"Mr.  Cadman  (principal  of  Messrs.  f 'adman, 
Grylls,  and  (-adman,  solicitors,  Cleckheaton  and 
Gomersal)  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Henry  Cadman, 
solicitor,  of  ShefiBeld,  was  born  in  that  town  in 
1841,  and  spent  his  boyhood  in  the  Isle  of  Man, 
where  his  father  had  gone  to  reside  upon  retirement 
from  professional  practice.  Like  his  honoured 
p  edecessors  in  the  practice  he  so  long  continued, 
the  deceased  gentleman  had  the  confidence  of  a 
large  clientele;  and  throughout  his  professional 
career  he  upheld  without  shadow  of  reproach  the 
best  traditions  of  a  calling  which  perhaps  more 
than  any  other  is  an  exacting  tost  of  character. 
Personally,  too,  he  was  one  of  the  most  lovable  of 
men — gracious  always  with  those  who  knew  him, 
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and  courteous  and  kindly  to  everyone  who  had 
occasion  to  approach  him. 

"  Almost  throughout  life  the  deceased  gentleman 
was  an  ardent  follower  of  the  sport  of  angling.  In 
his  entertaining  book,  '  Harry  Druidale,  Fisherman 
from  Manxland  to  England,'  which  may  be  ranked 
among  the  classics  of  the  sport,  and  is  at  the  same 
time  in  part  an  autobiography,  he  tells  of  his  love 
for  angling  by  the  quiet  waters  and  in  the  secluded 
glens  of  Manxland ;  and  the  work  as  a  whole  records 
his  experiences  on  all  the  favourite  Yorkshire 
streams,  and  farther  afield  in  the  Vale  of  Eden,  in 
Derbyshire,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Tweed  and  the 
Border  Esk.  When  a  very  young  man — in  1858 — 
he  was  introduced  to  the  Kilnsey  Angling  Club  by 
Mr.  Lionel  Wm.  Knowles ;  and  with  Mr.  Pritt  and 
others  in  1884  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Yorkshire  Angling  Association.  For  some  .\  ears  Mr. 
Pritt  wrote  the  angling  column  for  the  Yorkshire 
Weekly  Post,  and  Mr.  Cadman  was  a  frequent  con- 
tributor thereto.  The  book  above-mentioned  is 
beautifully  illustrated  with  reproductions  of  photo- 
graphs taken  by  Mr.  Charles  Herbert  Cadman, 
several  of  which  include  portraits  of  the  author. 
The  deceased  was  also  formerly  fond  of  shooting, 
and  with  Mr.  Carr  and  Mr.  Richard  Taylor  preserved 
a  considerable  extent  of  land  in  Hunsworth  for  that 
purpose.'^ 


TEOUT  FISHING  IN  THE 
TRANSVAAL. 

[It  is  pleasant  to  see  from  the  following  article 
sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Bennion,  of  the  Johanneshirg 
Star,  that  a  good  deal  of  interest  is  being  taken  in 
the  attempts  to  stock  some  of  the  Transvaal  rivers 
with  trout.  .  It  must  be  a  delightful  experience  for 
one  who  has  memories  of  trout  fishing  in  the  Old 


Country  to  land  a  trout  in  the  country  of  his 
adoption. — Ed.] 

It  may  be  urged  pessimistically  that  when  we 
have  trout  fishing  in  the  Transvaal  it  will  not  be  to 
the  taste  of  many  of  the  residents  of  the  Rand,  that 
the  people  here  are  too  busy,  too  keen  "  on  the 
make,"  to  go  in  for  fishing.  '  This  pessimism  will 
not  stand  the  test  of  close  examination.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  often  those  most  devoted  to  angling 
— in  spirit  always  and  possibly  in  body  also  for  a 
detached  period  each  year— lead  otherwise  busy, 
even  strenuous,  lives.  To  them,  in  the  precious 
hohday  time,  appeals  the  quiet  of  fishing,  away 
from  the  busy  hum  of  men,  for  there  is  a  charm 
that  twines  itself  around  this  ancient  sport.  There 
is  a  subtle  pleasure,  despite  its  underlying  guile. 
Soothing,  restful  properties  are  associated  with 
it.  Canon  Scott  Holland,  whose  burning  words  of 
eloquence  wlien  ho  came  last  year  to  South  Africa 
on  a  clei  ical  mission  will  be  remembered,  preached 
a  sermon  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  in  September, 
1892,  and  in  that  sermon  he  referred  to  fishing,  and 
spoke  of  the  "  mind  that  finds,  even  in  the  midst  of 
liot  and  angry  tumults,  a  refuge  for  quiet  hours,  a 
haunt  of  peace,  by  happy  river  sides." 

Go  to  remote  valleys  in  rural  England,  right  up 
to  the  north,  and  even  as  far  as  Scotland,  and  there, 
amongst  the  visitors  to  the  inns  adjoining  fishint; 
stretches,  you  are  fairly  sure  to  find  visitors  from 
London  toun,  where  Ufe  is  strenuous  ;  these  people 
have  been  able  to  leave  their  busi- 
ness for  the  time  being,  and  to  find 
a  pleasant  change  in  fishing  in 
quiet  secluded  spots,  where  the 
telephone  is  not  ringing  every  five 
minutes  ;  where  newsboys  with 
lungs  have  not  penetrated,  and 
where  the  tramear  is  not  seen. 

No  better  example  of  how  a  busy 
city  man,  when  wiUing,  can  find 
time  to  go  a-fishing  can  be  furnished 
than  that  of  the  "  Amateur  Angler," 
who,  it  is  an  open  secret,  is  Mr. 
Marston,  of  Messrs.  Sampson  Low, 
Marston  &  Co.,  of  London,  and 
who  is  father  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
Mr.  Marston,  sen.,  has  made  a 
name  treasured  amongst  many 
readers  at  home  and  abroad.  He 
has  sent  forth  a  number  of  booklets, 
such  as  "  Days  in  Dovedale," 
"  Days  in  Clover,"  "  By  Meadow 
and  Stream,"  "  On  a  Sunshine 
Holiday,"  and  all  these  testify  in 
real,  Uving  words  to  the  rest  and  peace  a  busy  man 
from  the  city  can  obtain  in  the  country  when  he 
has  a  hobby  like  fishing,  which  will  engage 
happily  his  mind,  and  which  will,  through  its 
recreative  properties,  provide  the  very  best  rest. 

A  further  argument  that  when  trout  fishing  is  to 
to  be  had  in  the  Transvaal  it  will  be  followed  up 
practically  by  residents  of  the  Rand  is  supplied  by 
the  fact  that  there  are  so  many  who  can  well  afford 
the  expense  of  even  a  lengthy  hohday,  fishing,  or 
who  can  afford  occasional  week-ends  by  the  river- 
side, either  close  at  hand  or  some  distance  away. 
But  here  the  hope  may  be  expressed  that,  when 
trout  fishing  does  become  possible  in  the  Transvaal, 
there  will  be  well-stocked  streams  which  can  be  con- 
veniently got  at  from  Johamiesburg  and  at  a  not 
prohibitive  cost,  so  that  all  who  wdll  may  fish,  under 
conditions  (of  course)  most  favourable  for  the  best 
interests  of  and  promotion  of  sport.  One  of  the 
main  objects  of  the  Transvaal  Trout  Accfimatisation 
Society  is  to  help  to  make  the  Colony  more  attractive 
to  resident  sportsmen  and  to  visitors  from  afar,  and 
the  words  of  Mr.  D.  C.  Greig,  when  the  society  was 
formed  in  November,  1902,  may  here  usefully  be 
recalled.    He  said  :— 

"  The  scheme  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  individuals, 
but  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  whole  country. 
One  of  our  objects  is  to  provide  cheap  amusement 
for  the  people,  and  I  for  one  think  amusement  is 
far  too  expensive  in  the  Transvaal  to-day  for  people 
who  are  not  well-to-do." 

And  lastly,  the  most  potent  argument  that  the 
sportsmen  in  Johannesburg  will  go  trout  fishing 
when  it  is  to  be  conveniently  had  is  the  intrinsic 
fact  that  there  are  sportsmen  here — it  is  a  sporting 
community— and  they  will  have  sport.  That 
premise  may  be  taken  for  granted,  and  trout  fishing 
will  appeal  as  a  sport  even  to  the  already  uninitiated ; 
and  there  is  also  this  particular  fact,  that  there  are 
here  many  who  did  fly  fish  at  home  on  good  trout - 


yielding  rivers,  and  they,  for  a  certainty,  will  want 
to  resume  "  the  magic  rites  of  reminiscence."- 

TiiE  Faik  Sex  and  Fishing. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Transvaal  Trout  Acclimati< 
sation  Society  in  Johannesburg  last  March,  Mr. 
Cawse  asked  if  membership  were  limited  to  "  mere 
men,"  and  Mr.  Harold  Fry,  the  hon.  secretary — 
who  has  worked  so  well  on  the  society's  behalf— > 
replied  that  "  all  inhabitants  "  of  the  TransvaaB 
were  entitled  to  become  members  ;  the  obvious'- 
inference  being  that  ladies  are  entitled  to  join.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  Transvaal — when  trout- 
fishing  is,  as  we  all  hope  it  will  be,  a  fact — there 
will  be  some  lady  anglers.  Royalty  at  home  con- 
tributes its  skilled  lady  anglers  who  can  land,  not 
only  the  game  trout,  but  the  noble  salmon,  too. 
Lady  Margaret  Ormsby  Gore  also  is  an  excellent 
salmf)n  fisner.  And  at  least  one  lady,  in  addition 
to  knowing  how  to  land  a  trout,  knows  how  to 
write  aVjout  it,  as  witness  the  following  extract 
from  an  article  written  by  her  on  "  A  Day  on  the 
Stour,"  which  appeared  originally  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  :  — 

"  The  hours  passed,  the  shadows  lengthened  ; 
sheep  gathered  round  me  as  if  attracted  by  some 
family  likeness,  which  rudeness  on  their  part  I  was 
far  too  dejected  to  resent.  At  last  I  knew  it  was  time 
to  return  to  the  irm.  I  was  beaten,  defeated.  The 
glorious  opportunity  of  being  the  first  woman  who 
had  ever  caught  a  fish  on  these  waters  was  for  ever 
gone.  One  more  attempt  I  would  make  over  the  shiny 
green  stuff  by  the  bank,  and  then  I  must  go. 
Whir-r-r !  away  rushed  my  line,  round  and  round 
flew  my  reel  I  nearly  fell  into  the  water  at  the 
suddenness  of  the  occurrence,  but  as  yards  of  my 
line  disappeared  rapidly,  so  did  my  despondency, 
I  was  all  alertness  and  keenly  alive  to  the  necessity 
of  calm  behaviour  and  cool  action.  Oh !  the 
excitement  of  such  a  moment !  The  fears,  the 
hopes,  the  thousand  tremors  that  make  each  instant 
appear  an  age  !  Would  my  slender  rod  bear  the 
strain  ?  Would  the  fish  reach  the  rapids  beyond, 
or  perhaps  dive  under  the  bridge  and  break  my 
line  ?  What  if,  after  all,  I  should  lose  it !  It  is  so 
difficult  in  such  cases  to  convince  your  absent 
friends  of  the  great  size  of  the  lost  fish.  Oh,  joy  ! 
The  trout  at  last  shows  signs  of  exhaustion.  Now 
is  the  time  to  be  cautious.  At  last  I  could  sing 
victory  !  For  the  glorious  creature  was  lying  on. 
the  grass  at  my  feet,  while  I  stood  gazing  with 
rapture  on  the  very  best  fish  ever  taken  from  the 
Stour  with  a  fly.  I  make  this  statement  in  the 
full  assurance  that  there  is  not  a  single  member  of 
the  association  who  will  venture  to  contradict  me." 

The  Popularity  of  the  Teottt. 

Almost  every  number  of  each  journal  wliich 
records  the  incidents  and  progress  of  angling  bears 
testimony  to  the  popularity  of  the  trout,  not  only 
at  home,  but  in  British  lands  beyond  the  seas.  In 
New  Zealand  particularly  they  are  proud  of  their 
trout  acchmatisation.  Is  South  Africa  to  be  behind, 
even  in  the  matter  of  trout  ?  It  does  not  look  like 
it.  In  Cape  Colony  and  Natal  they  have  persevered,  _ 
and  now  they  have  their  trout  fishing.  In  the 
Transvaal  progress  is  continually  being  recorded 
with  the  trout  acchmatisation  operations,  and 
several  distributions  in  Transvaal  waters  have 
already  been  made.  Four  ponds  have  been  com- 
pleted at  headquarters  at  Potchefstroom,  where  the 
manager,  Mr.  A.  N.  Stenning,  is  now  in  a  position 
to  treat  120,000  trout  ova  at  a  time  for  hatching.- 
Owners  of  estates  in  the  Transvaal,  particularly 
those  bearing  streams  suitable  for  trout,  should 
certainly  get  in  touch  with  the  Trout  Acchmatisation 
Society  with  a  view  to  future  distributions. 

Of  course  it  would  be  madness  to  think  of  fishing 
too  soon  in  the  Transvaal  for  trout.  The  fish  must 
first  settle  in  the  waters  where  they  have  been 
distributed,  and  they  must  breed  first.  The  season 
for  trout  fishing  in  the  Cape  Colony  is  from  Oct.  1 
to  March  31  inclusive.  In  Natal  it  is  from  Oct.  15 
to  May  15  inclusive. 


Cows  FEED  on  Fish. — Cows,  horses,  and  sheep 
feed  on  fish  in  Persia ;  the  cows  have  humps,  and 
resemble  those  of  India.  Milk,  butter,  and  ghee 
are  very  abundant ;  this  is  more  remarkable  as  the 
cattle  have  but  little  pasture,  and  their  chief  food 
is  dried  fish,  a  little  salted;  they  are  very  fond  of 
this,  and  with  pounded  date-stones  it  is  their  chief 
food  for  a  large  portion  of  the  year.  The  milk  ia 
not  spoiled;  all  thrive  on  this  diet. — "Eraser'*. 
Travels.':  ... 
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February  27,  1904 


NIGHT  FISHING  IN  THE  THAMES. 


The  hon.  sec.  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Society  asks  us  to  kindly  give  publicity  to 
this  notice:  - 

NOTICE  TO  ANGLERS 
IN 

RIVER  THAMES 
Between  Staines  and  Islewoeth  Ferby. 

WHEREAS  the  attention  of  the  above  Society 
has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  Bank  Anglers  at 
night  time  use  a  large  number  of  Baited  Hooks  on 
the  cast  attached  to  the  Reel  Line.  The  subject 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Thames  Conservancy 
Board  and  pronounced  to  be  an  Illegal  Mode  of 
Fishing.  NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  that  the 
Keepers  and  Assistant  River  Keepers  of  the  above 
Society  will  after  this  date  report  all  such  cases 
with  a  view  to  the  Prosecution  of  Offenders  by  the 
Conservancy  Board. 

Harry  Lawson,  M.A.,  J.P.^ 
I  President. 

Frank  Holme-Sumner,  C.C., 

Chairman  of  Committee. 
Henry  Whitmore  Higgins, 
Hon,  Ser.  rf-  Hon.  Treas. 

I-!,  Regent-street, 
Pail  Mall.  S.W.. 

•12nd  Fehnmnj,  19U4; 
I  


AN  AMERICAN  ANGLER  SPEAKS 
IN  DEFENCE  OP  THE  MEN 
WHO  USE  WORMS  FOR  TROUT 
CATCHING. 


San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Deo,  19,  1903, 
Editor  of  the  Western  Gra-phic  : — 

Dear  Sir, — A  few  days  ago  I  picked  up  a  copy 
of  the  Graphic,  and  in  perusing  the  contents  I 
I  came  upon  a  few  remarks  by  "  March  Brown,' ' 
land  if  you  will  allow  me  sufficient  space  to  air  my 
i views  I  shall  make  them  as  concise  as  possible, 
j" March  Brown"  says  as  follows: — "Bait  fishing 
jis  the  plebeian  method  of  angling,  because  of  the 
jfact  that  it  does  not  require  long  practice  and  skill 
(to  become  an  adept  in  impaling  a  worm  or  salmon- 
|roe  egg  or  wood-grub  on  a  hook  and  casting  it  into 
Home  inviting  pool  and  then  wait  in  idleness  for 
I  returns. 

"  Granting  that  there  is  a  degree  of  pleasure  in 
'this  style  of  fishing  for  those  who  do  not  under- 
i»tand  nor  care  to  understand  the  advanced  and 
Bcientific  methods  of  catching  trout,  the  indisput- 
able fact  remains,  however,  that  to  realise  the  real 
pleasure  of  trout  fishing  one  must  be  either  an 
adept  in  fly  casting  or  spoon  casting." 

From  the  foregoing  one  would  infer  that  "  March 
Brown"-  had  become  an  angler  after  reaching 
man's  estate,  but  had  he  angled  for  trout  in  his 
boyhood  days  he,  most  assuredly,  would  not  use 
the  term  "plebeian"  as  applied  to  bait  fishing. 
Bait  fishing  is  the  rudimentary  principle  in  the  art 
of  angling.  A  good  bait  fisherman  (how  few  there 
are)  will  soon  develop  into  a  fly  or  spoon  fisherman. 
While  he  mf>y  become  an  adept  at  fly  fishing  he 
cannot  easily  and  does  not  want  to  forget  his  early 
teachings,  they  are  at  all  times  beneficial  to  him. 
Angling  for  trout  with  a  worm  bait  may  not  require 
long  practice  to  become  proficient,  but  it  certainly 
dofk  require  a  certain  amount  of  skill,  even  to  the 
impaling  a  worm  on  a  hook.  I  will  pass  over  the 
nse  of  salmon  roe  as  a  lure,  as  it  is  strictly  a 
bottom  bait  and  unworthy  of  notice  from  a 
icientiflc  standpoint  in  the  art  of  angling  for  trout. 
I  will  therefore  confine  my  remarks  to  the  use  of 
the  meek  and  lowly  worm  as  a  lure  for  trout,  and 
shall  try  from  my  own  experience  to  prove  that  a 
worm -bait  may  be  handled  in  s  scientific  manner. 
Certain  methods  in  bait  fishing  by  some  of  our 
local  anglers  would  probably  come  under  the 
remarks  of  "  March  Brown  " — namely,  to  sink  your 
bait  in  a  pool  and  wait  results.  This  style  of 
angling  might  be  readily  termed  "pl^-beian"  in 
angling  parlance.  I,  however,  contend  that  an 
«pert  bait  fisherman  is  worthy  of  some  con- 
sideration from  our  more  advanced  brethren  of  the 
angle. 

'     PerBonally,  I  prefc  spoon  or  fly  fishing  when  it 
'  can  be  had,  but  am  not  averse  to  the  use  of  bait 
when  I  find  royeelf  on  a  stream  where  fly  fishing  is 
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not  obtainable,  as  is  frequently  the  case  in  the 
opening  of  the  season.  What  are  anglers  to  do  ? 
Stay  at  home  because  they  cannot  fly  fish  ?  Most 
assuredly  not.  Bait  fishing  under  such  circum- 
stances should  not  deteriorate  us  in  the  eyes  of  the 
angler  who  from  choice  is  exclusively  a  fly  fisherman. 
Many  of  our  fly  fishermen  will  tell  you  that  they 
have  never  used  bait.  Had  they  done  a  little  bait 
fishing  in  their  youthful  career  they  would  now 
know  that  it  materially  assists  them  in  the  art  of 
locating  and  luring  the  big  fellows  from  their  hiding 
place. 

Take  for  instance  the  fly  fisherman  who  uses  one 
fly,  and  sinks  it  to  a  depth  of  from  four  to  six 
inches.  W^hy  not  use  a  small  prepared  worm  in 
the  same  manner  ?  All  things  being  equal  as  to  the 
tackle,  the  trout  will  take  the  one  equally  as  quick 
as  the  other,  and  when  the  fish  is  hooked  the 
sport  is  there,  and  the  "  scientific  methods '--  of  the 
expert  bait  fisherman  is  on  a  par  with  that  of 
the  expert  fly  fisherman.  There  are  a  great  many 
advantages  in  bait  fishing  which  can  be  indulged 
in  at  all  times  whether  the  water  be  clear  or  dis- 
coloured. 

The  expert  bait  fisherman  uses  one  hook,  and 
manipulates  it  over  a  riffle  or  in  an  eddy  with 
sufficient  skill  to  produce  good  results. 

I  do  not  advocate  bait  fishing  and  would  not  use 
it  only  under  such  circumstances  as  I  have  explained, 
but  simply  write  these  few  lines  in  defence  of  this 
class  of  fishermen  who  have  not  advanced  to  the 
higher  "methods"  or  when  the  other  methods  are 
not  applicable. 

The  masses  must  have  their  pleasures  ;  the  natural 
bent  of  each  individual  in  quest  of  sport  is  his  own 
pleasure,  whether  it  be  fishing,  shooting,  etc.  To  the 
uninitiated  the  primitive  methods  are  more  easily 
conceived  and  put  in  practice  by  the  tyro  as  he 
advances  in  the  art  of  angling,  and  then  when  he 
comes  in  contact  with  the  fly  and  spoon  fisherman 
his  rudimentary  lessons  will  have  enabled  him  to 
more  readily  grasp  the  ideas  of  the  "scientific 
methods,"-  and  he  finds  ere  long  that  his  early 
teachings  have  greatly  assisted  him  in  mastering 
the  intricacies  of  angling  and  has  developed  him 
into  a  fly  fisherman,  but  I  hope  not  an  exclusive 
one. — James  Watt  in  the  San  Francisco  Western 
Graphic. 

[In  the  United  Kingdom  clear  water  worm  fishing 
has  been  recognised  as  a  fine  art  since  the  time  of 
Charles  Cotton,  but  it  is  not  on  a  level  with  fly 
fishing,  although  in  some  respects  requiring  as 
much  skill.— Ed.  F.G.] 


FREE  FISHINGS  IN  THE  NORTH. 

The  brown  trout  season  oj^ens  on  Feb.  29  all 
over  the  land  north  of  the  Border.  There  are 
some  comparatively  free  waters  yet,  where  salmon, 
sea-trout,  finnock,  and  bro^vn  trout  may  be  angled 
for  to  one's  heart's  content.  They  are  certainly  not 
the  pink  of  preserved  waters,  but  for  all  that  they 
are  good  as  waters  go,  and  the  best  that  can  be 
had  upon  easy  terms.  For  salmon  angling  pure 
and  simple  it  is  better  to  go  to  some  of  the  angling 
hotels.  There  are  few  spots  worth  visiting  where 
there  is  not  an  hotel  or  other,  and  the  rights  are 
usually  secured  by  the  jjroprietor  for  his  guests. 
There  are  no  free  salmon  fishings  in  Scotland. 
Those  reaches  not  in  the  hands  of  private  owners 
arc  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  and  so  if  a  salmon 
can  be  got  at  any  time  it  will  be  found  that  the 
local  host  has  his  finger  pretty  deep  into  the 
pie,  and  he  can  make  things  pleasant  or  otherwise 
as  the  case  may  be.  Put  yourself  into  his  hands 
and  don't  grudge  his  price  if  he  does  well  by  you. 
I  have  met  men  by  the  round  dozen  grudging  £3  a 
week  and  less  fjr  first-class  accommodation  and 
free  sport  into  the  bargain.  All  who  are  not  able 
to  afford  this  must  stay  at  home,  and  all  who  grudge 
it  should  stay  at  home. 

For  brown  troat  the  earliest  districts  in  Scotland 
arc  the  Findhorn,  the  Deveron,  and  the  Don.  and 
the  lower  reachss  of  these  rivers  rather  than  their 
upper  parts.  This  for  the  fly,  and  March  and  April 
arc  usually  the  best  months.  The  Ythan,  Ugig, 
North  and  South  Esks,  and  the  Sutherland  and 
Ross-shire  streams  are  later,  and  come  to  the  front 
as  the  season  advances  and  as  it  shows  up  mild  or 
otherwise.  Here  again  most  of  the  fishings  are 
attached  to  hotels,  or  let  to  daily,  weekly,  or  season 
ticket  holders  at  sums  ranging  from  Is.  fid.  per  day 
to  10s.  6d.  and  upwards  per  season,     }it,}^_  G,  M. 
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FISHING  ON  THE  DUNK,  PRINCE 
EDWARD  ISLAND. 
By  R.  Dhl'. 

"  A  river  cradled  in  the  wild, 
Whose  waters  foam  and  wind  and  flow, 
■lust  as  beSts  a  woodland  child. 
Its  cours3  by  no  stiff  art  was  planned — " 
It  follows  Nature's  guiding  hand." 

One  pleasant  evening  in  the  month  of  .June, 
several  years  ago,  my  friend  Arthur  and  I  started 
for  Dunk  River,  Prince  Edward  Island.  Leaving 
Boston  at  7.30,  we  arrived  at  our  destination  the 
following  evening,  after  a  delightful  trip  by  rail  to 
Point  Du  Chun,  thence  by  steamer  Northumberland 
to  the  island. 

Previous  arrangements  having  been  made  with 
a  farmer  near  the  river  to  care  for  us  for  a  few  days, 
our  farmer  friend  was  at  the  Freetown  Station  with 
his  truck  waggon  to  meet  us.  After  a  drive  of 
three  miles  we  arrived  at  the  farmhouse. 

Before  leaving  Boston  we  had  planned  to  fish  the 
river  in  the  early  morning.  Our  tackle  had  been 
partly  put  in  readiness  "  at  home,"  so  the  only  act 
necessary  to  make  all  complete  for  the  morning's 
sport  was  to  wet  our  leaders  and  joint  our  rods. 

We  are  near  the  pool  at  the  old  dam,  and — 

"  What  was  that  ?  "  said  Arthur,  as  a  sea-trout 
leaped  from  out  the  pool's  still  depths,  like  burnished 
silver,  his  flashing  sides  a  moment  seen  and  then 
are  gone. 

"  You  keep  out  of  sight  one  moment,  and  I'll 
have  that  fellow,"  said  I. 

Bending  on  one  fly.  an  Orvis  Beaverkill,  at  the 
end  of  a  6ft.  gauze  leader,  using  an  H  line  on  a 
4Joz.  hand-made  spht  bamboo  rod.  I  cautiously 
approached  near  an  old  fence  which  led  out  to  the 
edge  of  the  pool  and  made  a  cast.  A  swirl,  a  leap, 
a  rush  down  stream,  and  my  work  for  the  next 
twenty  minutes  was  cut  out,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  Arthur  dipped  the  net  beneath  a  beautiful 
sea-trout  which  tipped  the  scales  at  3Jlb. 

AVell,  Charles,  your  dexter  hand  has  not  lost 
its  cunning  ;  he's  the  daddy  of  the  pool.'i  said 
Arthur. 

"  Don't  you  believe  it,  Art.  ;  he's  only  a  grown- 
up son.'' 

"  Now,  Charles,  give  me  a  chance.    How  would 

a  White  Mller  do  ?  " 

"  No  ;  better  try  one  of  those  Uttle  Rube  Woods. "- 
"  All  right,  Charles  ;  get  out  of  sight  and  watch 

me.'i 

Making  a  short  cast  my  companion  retrieved  his 
Une  without  a  fish.  Casting  again  a  Uttle  higher 
upstream,  allowing  the  fly  to  float  down  in  the 
rushing  water,  keeping  the  line  taut  by  a  few  short 
jerks  as  it  floated  along,  there  was  a  sudden  bowing 
of  the  tip,  a  scream  of  the  reel,  a  rush  and  a  leap, 
and  down  stream  went  one  of  the  gamest  fish  that 
ever  swam — a  fresh-run  sea-trout. 

After  a  hard  fight  of  fifteen  minutes,  the  net  was 
shpped  under  the  fish.- 

"  Just  3i\h." 

Lingering  at  the  pool  till  the  sun's  bright  rays 
ended  our  morning's  sport,  we  returned  to  the 
farmhouse  with  six  of  the  most  beautiful  trout  we 
had  ever  seen  weighing  16|lb.  After  cleaning  the 
trout  and  taking  our  morning  bath,  we  sat  down 
to  a  breakfast  of  sea-trout  with  pink,  juicy  flesh 
browned  to  a  turn,  hot  com  muffins,  baked  potatoes, 
delicious  coffee,  milk  and  cream. 

After  breakfast  wo  took  with  us  a  lunch  to 
satisfy  the  noon-day  cravings  of  the  inner  man  and 
started  up  the  river  to  a  spot  where  the  water 
eddies  beneath  forest  trees,  forming  deep  pools  in 
which  trout  love  to  hide.  Thi-ee  large  trout  were 
taken  here,  and  a  few  smaller  ones  which  were 
returned. 

Continuing  down  stream  we  came  to  a  large  grey 
boulder  partly  embedded  m  the  bank,  around  which 
the  waters  foamed  and  seethed.  Here  we  got  two 
sea-trout  and  three  brook  trout,  averaging  IJlb.  in 
weight.  Then  on  down  to  the  old  "  beaver  dam,'- 
where,  after  a  few  fair-sized  trout  were  taken,  we 
built  a  fire  and  enjoyed  our  noonday  meal  of 
broiled  trout,  bacon,  roasted  potatoes  and  island 
bread.  After  our  lunch  we  stretched  our  bodies  at 
full  length  on  the  rich  green  meadow  grass. 

How  long  we  slept  we  never  knew,  but  x  v.-as 
aroused  from  my  slumber  by  a  flutter  and  rustle 
near  by.  Sitting  up  and  looking  around  I  saw  two 
crows  flying  away  with  two  of  our  fish  in  their 
talons,  while  near  Arthur  was  a  big  mink  dragging 
one  of  our  best  fish  from  the  basket.    With  » 
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bound  and  a  screech  I  ran  toward  Arthur  to  scare 
the  mink.  Arthur  became  more  frightened  than 
the  mink.  Thinking  a  wikl  Indian  had  entered 
the  camp,  he  ran  for  dear  hfe. 

We  continued  on  our  trip  down  stream  with 
varying  success  till  time  to  return  to  the  farm- 
house for  supper,  where  we  arrived  tired  and 
hungry,  yet  full  of  enthusiasm. — The  National 
Sportsman. 


.    OPENING  OF  THE  SALMON 
FISHING  ON  THE  MOY,  CO.  MAYO. 

ASH  TREE  POOL. 

The  great  improvement  in  sport  on  the  river 
Moy  (co.  Mayo,  Ireland)  during  last  season  would 
go  to  prove — if  proof  were  necessary — that  this 
river  fishes  best  with  a  heavy  volume  of  water  in  it. 

This  is  the  case  with  many  salmon  rivers,  although 
not  to  such  a  marked  degree  as  with  the  Moy  and 
a  few  other  Irish  waters.  The  continual  rains 
which  prevailed  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
summer  and  early  autumn  filled  the  feeders  ;  the 
huge  sheets  of  water  Lough  Conn  and  Lough  Cullen 
were  higher  than  they  have  been  for  many  years, 
and  these  contributed  enormously  to  the  quantity 
of  water  coming  down,  consequently  the  fish  were 


the  Weir  the  charge  is  78.  6d.  per  day,  and  here  the 
angler  retains  all  captured  fish  without  payment. 

To  new  chums  the  information  will  be  useful  that 
Ballina  (Midland  and  Great  Western  Railway)  is 
close  by  the  best  fishing.  The  hotel  accommodation 
there  will  be  found  to  be  quite  comfortable.  Mrs. 
Murtagh's  Moy  Hotel  is  one  of  the  cleanest  and 
best  conducted  in  the  West  of  Ireland.  The  pro- 
fessional fishermen  are  competent  and  obliging. 
Jim  Hcarns  is  kjiown  to  hundreds  of  salmon  anglers, 
and  Jack  Devers,  although  of  more  recent  celebrity, 
is  rapidly  making  friends.  They  both  have  quite 
competent  assistants  under  them,  and  they  may 
be  reUed  on  to  provide  useful  flies,  boats,  etc. 
Jim  Hearns  is  one  of  the  best  salmon  fly-tiers  in 
Ireland,  and  his  patterns  are  hard  to  beat  in  the 
west.  E.  S.  S. 


MORE  JOTTINGS  OF  AN  AMATEUR 
FLY-DRESSER. 

How  often  does  one  hear  amazed  comments  on 
tlie  fact  that  the  March  Brown  will  kill  long  after 
the  season  of  the  natural  fly  and  even  on  rivers 
where  it  does  not  occur.  And  yet  it  is  not  so  very 
remarkable.  Take  a  March  Brown  dressed  with 
woodcock  wings  or  pheasant  wings  and  an  amber 
body.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  Sedges  of 
which  it  is  a  passable  representation.    Is  it  not 
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Ash  Tree  Pool  :  on  the  Moy. 


encouraged  to  mount,  and  if  it  were  not  for  the 
cruel  manner  in  which  the  river  is  netted,  things 
would  have  been  better  than  they  were.  Howbeit 
there  was  a  distinct  return  of  this  popular  salmon 
water  to  its  old  form.  Whatever  the  state  of  the 
water  when  fishing  is  resumed  in  February,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  river  has  so  materially 
liencfitcd  through  the  rains  of  last  autumn  and  the 
present  winter  that  it  is  bound  to  fish  well. 
Everything  points  to  a  good  spring  season  on  the 
Moy. 

The  Ash  Tree  Pool  remains  the  popular  cast,  and 
there  is  little  doubt  it  is  one  of  the  best  on  the 
river.  Here  many  fish  assemble  awaiting  a  favour- 
able opportunity  to  ascend  the  Bunree  river,  one 
of  the  important  spawning  grounds  ;  and  here  also 
are  generally  found  the  biggest  and  best  fish.  The 
Weir  Pool  fished  wonderfully  well  last  autumn, 
and  should  again  on  the  opening.  Many  old  stagers 
prefer  this  to  the  Ash  Tree  Pool.  Above  the  Weir, 
on  Mr.  Wilson's  water,  there  arc  several  good  casts, 
and  as  there  has  been  pkmty  of  chance  for  fish  to 
mount — in  fact  several  are  constantly  showing 
themselves — these  also  should  provide  good  sport. 

It  cannot  be  too  clearly  made  known  that  the 
conditions  under  which  the  Moy  is  fislicd  below  the 
Weir  do  not  permit  of  the  angler  retaining  his  spoil, 
unless  he  pay  to  the  Moy  Fishery  (Jompany  the 
current  value  of  the  fish.  The  fishing  from  the 
Weir  right  down  the  river  is  otherwise  free.  Above 


reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  fly  is  taken  for  the 
Sedge  that  is  in  season,  rather  than  for  the  March 
Brown  that  is  not  ?  Two  seasons  back  I  dropped 
unexpectedly  on  to  a  strong  rise  of  Grannom  on  a 
river  where  the  March  Bro-wii  does  not  occur.  My 
fly-box  yielded  but  one  professed  imitation  of  the 
Grannom,  and  the  first  trout  over  which  I  put  it 
took  it — and  kept  it.  I  put  up  a  small  March 
Brown  with  a  hen  pheasant  wing  and  hare's  car 
body,  stripped  off  the  whisks,  and  it  made  a  most 
efficient  Grannom  and  brought  me  several  tidy  fish. 

Constantly  imitations  of  one  natural  fly  must  be 
taken  for  another.  Take  the  Waterhen  Bloa.  with 
its  moorhen  hackle  and  dubbed  moles'  fur  body, 
ribbed  yellow.  It  is  generally  supposed  to  resemble 
a  Dark  Blue  Dun.  To  my  mind  it  serves  equally 
well  for  the  Willow  Fly.  The  hackled  Blue  Upright 
and  the  moles'  fur  bodied  Blue  Dun  are  cases 
extremely  similar.  The  former  serves  to  represent 
Willow  Fly,  Blue  Dun,  or  Gnat.  The  latter  the 
first  two. 

Then  what  a  series  of  Sedge  Fhcs  the  so-called 
Sand  Fly,  with  its  landrail  wing  and  hare's  pell 
bedy,  represents  !  One  might  easily  multiply 
instances. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  colour  of  the 
Spinner  of  the  Dun  tribe  has  much  to  say  to  the 
colour  of  the  silk  with  which  the  subimago  should 
bz  dressed.  Tims  the  Iron  Blue  Dun,  dubbed  with 
mobs'  fur  or  >yater-rat,  should  be  dressed  with 


claret  silk,  so  that  the  dubbing,  when  wet,  may] 
represent  the  inky  envelope  letting  through  the! 
claret  colour  of  the  Claret  Spinner,  the  imago.  Inj 
the  same  way,  for  some  of  the  lighter  summer  Duns,! 
orange  silk  should  be  used  to  dress  with.  In  J 
dressing  Sedges  also  an  effort  should  be  made  toj 
ascertain  the  base  colour  of  the  body,  so  as  to  use 
the  appropriate  silk.  It  may  not  show  when  thel 
fly  is  dry,  but  when  it  is  wet  it  is  a  difierent  matter. 

Apropos  of  Messrs.  Hardy's  letter  in  your  issue ' 
of  Feb.  13,  on  parallel  or  suction  ferrules,  I  should 
hke  to  say  that  though  parallel  ferrules  may  be 
consistent  with  lockfast  joints,  suction  ferrules  are 
not.  Suction  ferrules  ought  never  to  be  turned. 
They  should  be  pushed  straight  in  and  pulled 
straight  out.  Messrs.  Ogden  &  Scotford  have  for 
years  issued  all  their  rods  with  suction  ferrules.  I 
have  used  these  rods  for  years  and  never  had  a 
throw  out,  nor  even  the  slightest  indication  of  a 
tendency  to  throw  out,  and  that,  too,  though  the 
rods  were  used  for  dry-fly  work.  What  Messrs, 
Ogden  &  Scotford  can  do  surely  other  firms  can  do. 
The  tendency  of  the  lockfast  is  to  twist  out,  because 
the  fitting  muH  be  loose  enough  for  the  male  fernile 
to  turn  in  the  female  ;  whereas  a  suction  joint 
need  never  be  turned  and  never  should  be.  Beau- 
tiful examples  of  this  joint  are  to  be  found  among 
the  rods  of  high-class  American  makers. 

Your  correspondent  "  X.  S.  R."  was  good  enough 
to  send  me  a  specimen  of  the  liquid  wax  used  by 
him.  It  differed  from  the  others  described  in 
being  dissolved  in  spirit  instead  of  in  turpentine. 
To  my  mind  it  dries  a  little  too  quickly.  It  only 
needs  wetting  again  with  another  application, 
however.  It  chscolours  the  silk  less  than  either 
"  Athenian's ' '  mixture  or  my  variant  of  "  Glanrhos's."- 
These  liquid  waxes  certainly  are  a  great  advantage 
in  cold  weather.  They  make  fly  dressing  possible, 
at  any  time  of  the  year.  The  work  they  make  is 
sound  enough,  as  I  am  sure  the  Editor  will  agree 
if  he  will  test  the  enclosed  pattern  tied  after  tl>e 
directions  in  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  book  on  "  Wet  Fly 
Fishing."  It  is  tied  on  a  bristle  and  has  just  as 
much  dressing  as  is  good  for  a  wet  fiy  in  iinc  water. 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  anyone  could  think 
an  eyed  fly  lightly  dressed  could  fall  as  well,  hang 
as  well,  swim  as  well,  or  hock  as  well,  bize  for  tize. 

Mr.  Tod  has  been  good  enough  to  explain  to  me 
what  he  rueans  by  a  single  wing  tied  on  in  a  bunch. 
By  a  single  wing  I  should  mean  a  single  thickness 
of  feather.  Mr.  Tod.  however,  means  a  wing  com- 
posed of  a  single  shp  of  feather  several  times  folded 
rather  than  rolled,  and  not  spht.  The  rolled  wing 
is  round  ^nd  thick  ;  the  folded  wing  lies  flat  on 
each  side  and  not  too  thick.  Val  Con.son. 

[The  fly  "  Val  Conson  "  sends  me  is  a  charming 
specimen  of  his  wonderfully  neat  work ;  the  very 
fiiie  bristle  would  break  long  before  the  hook  would 
draw.  I  asked  "V.  C."  if  he  would  kindly  say 
where  he  gets  such  fine  transparent  bristles,  and  if 
he  finds  they  are  as  strong  as  gut  of  the  same 
size  ?  He  replies  as  follows  : — "  I  got  the  bristles 
of  a  brushmaker  named  Sewell,  94,  High -street, 
Croydon,  but  they  can  be  had  at  any  brushmakers 
and  of  many  saddlers.  They  need  careful  knotting, 
but  once  tied  on  soundly  they  are  at  least  as  strong^ 
as  gut  of  the  same  size,  and  make  the  fly  stand,' 
out  better." — Ed.] 


Large  Dace. — While  dace  fishing  in  a  weir  pooU 
on  one  of  our  Nortli  Devon  streams  a  friend  of  mine 
landed  an  unusually  fine  specimen  weighing  19Joz. 
The  Badminton  Library  "  Coarse  Fish  "  makes  no 
mention  of  the  weight  of  dace,  but  the  Anglers' 
Library  "  Coarse  Fish,"  p.  222,  mentions  14oz.  as 
a  rare  weight ;   while  Mr.  Coxon  in  his  excellent 
"  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse  Fish  AngUng"- 
says  :  "I  have  only  seen  one  dace  that  exceeded  a 
pound  in  weight."'    This  fish  was  netted  at  New- 
stead,  and  weighed  lib.  \oz.  3dr.    There  are,  as  far 
as  I  know,  no  chub  in  these  waters,  and,  moreover, 
the  fish  was  an  undoubted  dace.    It  would  seem,  ; 
therefore,  to  be  a  record.    LT^nfortunately  it  was  not ' 
preserved,  there  being  no  idea  that  it  was  anything 
out  of  the  common. — Rouge  et  Noir.    [The  fish 
mentioned  is  undoubtedly  a  fine  specimen,  but 
dace  of  lib.  are  not  so  uncommon  as  has  been 
supposed.    Several  exceeding  the  pound  were  taken 
from  the  Kennet  at  Hungerford  in  1902  with  the 
fly.    Some  pounders  were  also  netted  from  the  , 
upper  waters  of  the  Lambourn  not  long  ago.  Big 
dace  of  well  over  this  weight  are  sometimes  reporte4  ' 
from  the  Carn,— 'Ed.  Field.] 
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LARV^  OF  WATER-FLIES.* 


CHAPTER  XIV.— continued. 

Everybody  knows  a  Dragon  Fly  when  he  sees  it, 
but  everybody  does  not  know  what  an  exceedingly 
interesting  creature  it  really  is,  especially  during 
that  portion  of  its  life  which  it  spends  in  the  water. 
The  Dragon  Fly,  of  which  we  have  in  England  forty- 
six  species,  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  the  most 
voracious  of  all  our  insects  It  is  often  called  by 
country  people  the  "  Horse-Sting "  or  "  Horse- 
Stinger."  and  sometimes  also,  I  believe,  the  "  Flying 
Adder."  But  it  does  not  deserve  such  names,  for 
it  has  no  sting  at  aU.  That  which  is  taken  for  a 
sting  is  an  apparatus  given  by  nature  to  the  male 
Dragon  Fly  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  o£E  a  wife. 
This  gay  and  gaudily-dre.ssed  courtier  seizes  his 
lady-love  round  the  neck  with  the  claspers  situated 
on  the  last  segment  but  one  of  his  body,  and  leads 
her  away  as  his  own.  Pairs  of  Dragon  Flies  thus 
united  may  be  frequently  seen  in  summer-time 
making  their  flight  together  in  tandem  fashion. 
The  female  Dragon  Fly  deposits  her  eggs  either 
singly  or  in  bunches  in  the  water  or  very  close  to 
its  edge.  Sometimes  they  are  attached  to  the 
stems  of  water-plants,  and  sometimes  also,  it  is 
said,  they  are  inserted  by  females  of  some  species, 
by  means  of  an  ovipositor,  in  small  incisions  made 
in  aquatic  weeds.  Occasionally  the  Dragon  Fly  has 
been  seen  to  go  beneath  the  surface  of  the  water,  by 
crawling  along  the  stalk  of  a  suitable  plant,  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  her  eggs. 

Dragon  Flies  are  divided  into  three  sub-families, 
■namely,  (1)  Mschnidw,  (2)  Lihdhdides,  (3)  Agri- 
onides. 

The  M$chnid(B  may  be  generally  known  by  their 
large  and  almost  hemispherical  heads,  by  their 
exceedingly  great  eyes,  which  meet  together  above, 
and  by  their  long  and  rather  slender  bodies.  These 
insects  keep  their  wings  extended  when  at  rest. 
The  largest  British  Dragon  Fly  (Anax  formosus) 
belongs  to  this  sub-family,  and  is  about  Sin.  long ; 
and  the  j^schna  graruJis  is  nearly  as  large,  measuring 
not  much  less  than  4in.  across  its  expanded  wings. 

The  Lihellulide^s  have  heads,  eyes,  and  wings  very 
like  the  JSschnidv;,  but  their  bodies  are  generally 
broader,  shorter,  and  flatter.  They  also  keep  their 
wings  extended  when  not  flying.  The  commonest 
representative  of  this  sub-family  is  Libellula  de- 
pressa.  Perhaps  this  insect  more  than  any  other  is 
called  the  "  Horse-Stinger."  It  is  about  2in.  long, 
and  its  body  is  broad  and  flattened.  The  male  is 
covered  with  a  lovely  violet-blue  powder,  and  the 
female  has  a  yellowish -brown  abdomen,  spotted 
with  yellow  upon  the  sides.  Another  well-known 
species  belonging  to  the  Lihellvlides  is  Sympetrum 
vul^fotum.  It  is  about  2in.  long,  and  has  a  yellow 
cylindrical  body  and  clear  wings. 

The  AgrionidM  are  the  smallest,  the  most  elegant, 
and  the  most  delicate-looking  of  all  the  Dragon  Flics. 
It  is  owins?  perhaps  to  their  graceful  forms  that  the 
French  call  them  and  all  their  relatives  "  Demoi- 
selles."   The  English  name,  however,  seems  the 

*  From  "  Preah-Water  Aquaria,"  by  the  Rev. 
Or^-Bory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C.  Published  in  the 
Fmhing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 


more  appropriate,  for  the  Libellulidce  are  certainly 
about  the  most  predaceous  and  bloodthirsty  of  all 
British  insects.  The  eyes  of  the  Agrionides  are 
separated  from  one  another  by  a  wide  crown.  The 
abdomen  is  cylindrical,  extremely  slender,  and 
flattened  a  little  at  the  extremity.  These  Dragon 
Flies  when  at  rest  place  their  wings  close  together 
over  their  backs.  Agrion  puella  is  about  the  best- 
known  member  of  this  sub-family.  It  is  a  little 
more  than  l|in.  long.  The  body  of  the  male  is 
prettily  spotted,  or  rather  ringed  with  blue,  while 
that  of  the  female  is  marked  with  brassy-black. 
Calopteryx  virgo  is  also  very  abundant  in  certain 
parts  of  the  country.  The  abdomen  of  the  male  is 
blue  and  that  of  the  female  is  greenish.  The  former 
insect  has  beautiful  metallic-blue  wings,  while  those 
of  the  latter  are  of  a  pretty  brown  ;  hence  the 
generic  name. 

As  Dragon  Flies  have  an  "  incomplete  nictanior- 
phosis,"  their  larvae  have  more  or  less  a  resemblance 
to  themselves,  the  full-grown  insects.  The  re- 
semblance is  in  shape,  certainly  not  in  colour,  which 
is  generally  dark  brown  and  very  like  in  shade  to 
the  mud  upon  which  the  larv£e  frequently  crawl  and 
hunt  for  their  prey.  They  are  nearly  the  most  pre- 
daceous of  all  aquatic  larvae,  and  they  are  more 
ravenous  still,  if  possible,  when  they  become  pupae. 
Though  they  are  so  greedy,  they  have  at  the  same 
time  a  wonderful  power  of  fasting,  and  will  Hve, 
seemingly  in  perfect  health,  without  apparently 
eating  anything  at  all. 

One  of  the  best  ways  of  procuring  the  larvae  of 
Dragon  Flies  is  to  sweep  the  bottoms  of  ponds,  or 
rather  deep  ditches,  with  the  net,  or  to  fish  up  with 
a  hook,  fastened  to  the  end  of  a  cord  or  stick,  the 
tangles  of  weeds  which  have  sunk  there,  and  lift 
them  on  the  bank.  After  watching  such  dripping 
masses  for  a  minute  or  two,  most  likely  several 
larvae,  together  with  other  insects  of  different 
species,  will  be  seen  crawling  about  the  mud  and  the 
decaying  plants  which  have  thus  been  drawn  out  of 


Fig.  175.    Pup^  of  Dragon  Flies. 

the  pond  or  ditch.  Some  of  the  larvae  will  be  exactly 
of  the  colour  of  the  mud  ;  others  will  be  nearly 
black  ;  Avhile  a  few  perhaps  will  be  covered  more  or 
less  with  confervae.  They  will  be,  if  there  are  many 
of  them,  most  likely  of  different  shapes,  sizes,  and 
ages.  In  fact,  some  of  them  ought  to  be  called 
pupae  rather  than  larvae,  for  the  signs  of  wings  in 
their  cases  will  show  that  they  have  arrived  at  their 
nymph  stage. 

On  examining  many  larvae  of  Dragon  Flies  taken 
from  two  or  more  pieces  of  water,  one  will  conclude 
that  they  may  be  divided,  on  account  of  their 
various  forms,  into  at  least  three  groujjs.  The  first 
animal  to  be  noticed,  perhaps,  owing  to  its  strong 
and  bold  appearance,  will  be  in  shape  like  a,  Fig.  175. 
This  will  be  the  larva  of  one  of  the  ^schnidat. 
Then  there  will  be  another  insect,  having  much  the 
appearance  of  the  preceding,  but  stouter  and 
clumsier.  The  eyes  are  smaller  and  further  apart, 
and  the  head  is  more  square  ;  sometimes  it  will  be 
more  or  less  covered  with  foreign  matter  (6,  Fig.  175). 
This  larva  is  representative  of  the  Lihellulides.  And, 
lastly,  there  will  be  noticed  an  insect  much  slenderer 
than  either  of  the  former,  and  instead  of  the  spine- 
like projections  at  the  end  of  the  body,  there  will  be 
some  beautiful  leaf-like  appendages — often  of  con- 
siderable length.  This  is  the  larvae  of  one  of  the 
Agrionides. 

All  these  larvte,  to  whatever  sub-family  they 
belong,  are  extremely  predaceous,  and  get  their 
living  by  preying  upon  their  weaker  companions  of 
the  water.  They  occasionally  do  not  hesitate,  if 
food  is  scarce,  to  become  cannibals.  Unlike  some 
aquatic  carnivorous  creatures,  such  as  Nepa  cinerea, 
they  do  not  kill  unless  to  satisfy  hunger.  Nor  are 
they  quarrelsome. 


They  obtain  their  prey  in  a  most  extraordinary 
manner.  They  are  really  hypocrites,  for  they  wear 
a  "  mask."  This  "  mask  "  is  a  deadly  and  very 
curious  af)i)aratuB.  It  is  a  remarkable  arrangement 
of  tli(!  lower  lip  or  labium,  and  consists  of  several 
joints.  The  first  joint  is  about  ^in.  long,  more  or 
loss,  according  to  the  size  and  species  of  the  insect, 
and  it  is  also  about  one-third  of  its  length  broad, 
and  very  thin.  One  end  of  this  piece  is  fixed,  so  to 
speak,  under  the  chin  of  the  animal,  and  at  the 
other  end  there  is  attachedja  somewhat  similar  joint, 
but  rather  broader  at  its  further  extremity.  At 
this  extremity  there  are  articulated  two  claw-like 
pieces,  which  open  and  close  at  the  will  of  the 
insect.  When  this  apparatus  is  in  repose,  the  first 
joint  folds  backward  under  the  head  of  the  creature, 
the  second  folds  forward,  and  the  claw-like  pieces, 
when  placed  together,  form  a  kind  of  cup,  which 
covens  a  portion  (more  or  less,  according  to  species) 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  face.  So  closely  does  this 
prehensile  arrangement  pack  away  that  its  presence 
may  easily  escape  unnoticed.  When  the  animal 
wishes  to  seize  any  prey,  it  creeps  very  stealthily 
and  slowly  up  to  its  Adctim,  and  when  near  enough 
shoots  out  with  great  rapidity  the  apparatus  just 
described,  seizes  the  victim  ■with  the  claw-like  part 
(a.  Fig.  175),  and  drags  it,  firmly  held,  to  within  a 
convenient  distance  of  its  mouth.  The  limb  is  used 
so  quickly  and  surely  that  one  is  reminded,  while 
seeing  it  in  operation,  of  the  tongue  of  the  frog, 
already  referred  to  in  Chapter  VII.  The  creature 
does  not  often  miss  its  mark.  This  "  mask  "  has 
little  or  no  lateral  movement. 

The  larvae  and  pupae  of  Dragon  Flies  are  not  only 
very  interesting  in  their  manner  of  obtaining  food, 
but  they  are,  if  possible,  even  more  interesting  in 
their   method   of   respiration.    Those,  however, 
which  belong  to  the  two  sub-families,  the  jEschnidte 
and  the  Libdlvlides,  differ  somewhat  in  their  breath- 
ing arrangements  from  those  of  the  Agrionides.  The 
former  have  at  the  extremity  of  their  bodies  five 
spines,  two  being  much  smaller  than 
the  other  three.    These  spines,  which 
can  be  opened  and  closed  at  the  wiU 
of  the  animals,  surround  an  opening 
which  leads  into  the  interior  of  the 
body,  in  which  the  tracheal  or  air 
tubes   are  situated.    Through  this 
y  ;,,^     orifice,  thus  guarded,  these  insects 
yM-MX   can  draw  water  into  the  latter  part 
j^^^^  of  their  bodies,   and  then  having, 
by  means  of  the  respiratory  apparatus 
^'        which  is  placed  there,  extracted  all 
'  the  oxygen  it  contained,  they  dis- 

charge (&,  Fig.  175)  it  through  the 
same  opening  by  which  it  entered. 
This  water  is  generally  expelled 
gently,  but  occasionally  with  great 
rapidity  and  force.  When  the  latter 
is  the  case,  the  animalsjare  driven  through  the  water 
with  considerable  speed.  Indeed,  this  forcible  expul- 
sion of  water  is  the  only  way  by  which  these  creatures 
can  travel  with  anything  like  celerity  from  place  to 
place.  Under  such  influence  they  progress  with  a 
series  of  jerks  or  plunges.  Frequently,  when  a  larva 
or  pupa  is  suddenly  removed  from  its  aquarium,  it 
will  be  seen  to  discharge  a  tiny  stream  of  water  into 
the  air.  The  water  under  such  circumstances  is 
sometimes  shot  no  little  distance.  I  was  examining 
lately  some  of  these  insects  which  I  had  placed  in  a 
little  water  in  an  ordinary  plate,  and  while  lifting 
gently  with  a  pair  of  forceps  the  tail  part  of  one  of 
the  larvae,  some  water  was  driven  upon  the  globe  of 
the  lamp  by  the  fight  of  which  I  was  working,  and 
I  do  not  think  I  shall  be  exaggerating  when  I  say 
that  had  not  the  water  been  stopped  in  this  way  it 
would  have  been  thrown  nearly  three  feet.  The 
insect  was  not  much  more  than  lin.  long.  Some- 
times when  a  larva  or  pupa  is  returned  to  its 
aquarium  it  \vill  shoot  water  into  the  air.  In  this 
case  the  creature  seems  so  anxious  to  get  quickly 
away  from  its  captor  that  it  discharges  its  stream 
before  it  is  fairly  under  the  surface  of  the  water. 
If  one  of  these  insects  be  placed  upon  its  back  in  a 
little  water  contained  in  a  plate,  the  expansion  and 
contraction  of  its  abdomen  can  be  plainly  seen  as  it 
takes  in  and  discharges  the  water  necessary  for 
respiration.  These  animals  are  able  to  swim  upon 
their  backs. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Toils  bravely  borne  these  benefits  confer — 
They  test,  and  build,  and  strengthen  character; 
Enlarge  the  mind,  much  scope  for  thought  supply  ; 
Soften  the  heart,  and  deepen  sympathy. 

[3] 
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OTTEE  HUNTING  IN  ENGLAND. 


Many  charms  do  the  EngUsh  rivers  provide,  and 
great  among  them  in  the  way  of  sport  is  the  hunting 
of  the  otter. 

It  is  a  form  of  sport  accompanied  by  all  the 
keenness  of  the  pursuit  of  reynard,  and  it  encou- 
rages all  the  racy  instincts  ;  yet  is  the  otter  hunt 
shorn — though,  indeed,  not  at  the  expense  of 
exhilarating  excitement,  when  the  sport  is  merry — 
of  much  of  the  dare-devil  business  associated  with 
the  following  of  foxhounds.  In  one  feature  are  the 
two  branches  aUke ;  they,  of  course,  present  the 
supreme  blessing  of  taking  you  out  of  doors. 
Granted  tliis  is  benediction,  yet  are  there  other 
advantages  derivable  from  the  otter  hunt,  and 
amongst  them  may  be  mentioned  that  beatific 
delight  of  being  able,  without  fear  of  provoking 
sarcastic  comment,  to  put  on  the  oldest  clothes  in 
your  wardrobe  for  the  occasion.  A  man  then  can, 
and  if  he  be  wise  he  will,  don  the  loose  and  com- 
fortable (as  opposed  to  fashionable)  garments  ;  he 
can  say  light-heartedly  to  his  immaculate  frock 
coat  and  silk  hat,  "  Not  to-day,  thank  you — off  for 
a  holiday  !  "  And  he  can  thus  attire  himself  in 
that  suspiciously  shabby,  but  still  genial,  Scotch 
tweed  coat,  with  those  pair  of  Chippy  Nortons 
which,  although  admittedly  not  a  particularly  happy 
testimonial  to  the  tailor's  art,  yet  somehow  always  felt 
so  easy  ;  and  those  boots  which  were  so  clumsy  and 
unwieldy  for  city  wear  that  they  had  ruthlessly  to 
be  laid  aside — why,  these  are  the  very  things,  in 
prospect  of  ploughed  fields,  dewy  bye-paths,  and 
heavy  going  generally,  to  excite  affection  now  ! 
And  the  same  conditions,  though  of  course  in  a 
much  fainter  degree,  apply  to  the  fashionable  sex, 
who  contribute  a  goodly  number  to  the  otter  hunt. 
They  will,  it  almost  goes  without  saying,  still 
religiously  consult  the  fashion  plates  of  their  ladies' 
journal,  search  in  every  nook  and  cranny  for  the 
costume  most  suited  for  the  occasion,  with  the 
I'esult  that,  for  one  day  only,  they  deliberately 
abandon  crepitating  silks  and  other  feminine  mys- 
teries, and  so  attiro  themselves  intelligently  for  the 
fray. 

As  to  the  otter  himself,  he  frequents  rivers  and 
pools  attached  thereto,  and  for  a  shelter  has  a  hole 
in  the  bankside,  preferably  near  a  tree.  Fish  are  a 
favourite  dish  of  his  rude  menu.  This  being  so, 
anglers  join  in  the  chase  with  more  than  ordinary 
fervour.  In  length  the  otter  is  about  two  feet  from 
the  nose  to  the  base  of  the  tail,  which  is  about 
fifteen  inches  long  ;  the  legs  are  short  and  powerful ; 
and  the  feet  are  broad  and  webbed,  enabling  him 
to  swim  and  dive  with  remarkable  ease.  He  is 
quite  a  greyhound  as  far  as  speed  is  concerned. 
When  he  emerges  from  the  water  he  wears  a  dull 
blackleadish  hue.  All  the  cmmingness  of  the  fox 
is  his,  and  blended  with  it  are  the  fighting  qualities 
of  the  bulldog.  On  his  face  a  stem  grimness  thus 
is  writ  large  and  desperate,  and  this  naturally  is 
never  so  apparent  as  when  he  is  brought  to  bay. 

The  send-off  at  an  otter  hunt  is  always  a  pic- 
turesque sight.  For  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  so 
before  the  announced  time,  a  goodly  company  will 
have  assembled,  and  the  eager  snapping,  yapping 
of  the  hounds,  approaching  nearer  and  nearer  the 
starting  point,  is  the  signal  that  the  day's  work  is 
about  to  be  begun.  If  you  do  not  wish  to  test  the 
small  change  of  the  Master's  vocabulary,  you  will 
keep  a  respectful  distance  from  the  dogs  and  the 
river,  once  the  dragging  has  commenced.  The 
only  privileged  parties  to  be  well  in  front  are  the 
Master,  his  Ueutenants,  the  huntsmen,  and  ^  his 
chosen  friends.  When  you  have  gone  your  first 
three  miles  to  otter  hounds,  you  will  discover  it  is 
no  butterfly  business.  But  it  is  the  sort  of  tiling 
to  make  stalwarts  of  both  sexes.  The  whole  scene 
is  gay  and  animated,  and  the  fresh  air  and  good 
fun  act  like  an  elixir.  You  hear  "  Thunder  "  pour 
forth  his  emphatic  bark,  then  the  unique  yelp  of 
"  Majestic,"  followed  by  the  pathetic  whine  of 
"  Doleful,"  which  seems  to  say  :  "  I  do  really  think 
it  is  a  shame  we  have  not  '  found '  yet "  ;  and 
occasionally  there  is  a  full  orchestra.  The  latter 
probably  indicates  that  an  otter  "  has  been  "  there. 
There  is  a  wonderful  lot  of  "  man  never  is,  but 
always  to  be  blest "  about  otter  hunting.  The 
hours  slip  along,  and  the  day  may  pass  without 
quarry  being  discovered.  But,  bless  you,  at  this 
game — as,  incidentally,  at  most  games — you  do 
well  to  keep  cheerful. — From  the  Johannesburg 
Star. 

{To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 


ENOLISH  AND  WELSB  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  General  Remabks. — The  river  is 
at  lust  fishable,  and  though  the  stream  was  fairly 
strong  on  Thursday,  the  water  ha'<  dropped  consider- 
ably, and  the  or  lour  was  not  at  all  Ijatl.  If  we  do 
not  get  snow  or  rain,  thaie  should  now  bo  g  ;o:l 
sport  in  the  slacks  and  lai-go  eddies.  The  fish  are 
still  close  to  the  bank,  and  will  be  likely  to  remain 
there  for  another  week.  Mr.  F.  Sands,  fishing 
at  Surbiton  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  had  a  fair  take 
of  roach  up  to  lib.  2^07..,  and  thii  was  followed  by 
good  sport  on  Wednesday.  Other  anglfr^  are 
already  on  the  towpath,  and  hove  been  getting  fish. 
The  K.P.S  roach  compr-tition  was  won  by  Mr. 
Redding,  of  Teddington.  Thi-;  reminds  me  that 
when  1  saw  the  tidal  water  on  Wednesday  it  was  of  a 
nice  greenisii  hue,  and  they  were  anticipiting  good 
sport  with  roach  during  the  coming  week.  I'nfor- 
tunately,  except  in  a  few  instances,  the  roach  which 
have  been  caught  of  late  h  ive  only  been  of  a  m  idj- 
rate  size,  and  many  have  had  to  be  returned 
becau-e  they  did  not  rea^h  the  Thames 
measurement.  Fishing  has  been  so  bad  during 
the  greater  pa  t  of  the  season  that  anglers 
hope  that  good  sport  will  now  be  had,  to  make  up 
for  lost  time,  and  given  favourable  weather  it  is 
confidently  believed  that  during  the  next  two  weeks 
there  wi.l  be  some  takes  worth  recording. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  river  has  got  nicely  within 

bounds  again,  and  is  a  splendid  colour  for  fishing. 
A  very  heavy  stream  is  running,  and  the  weir  tackle 
is  still  drawn.  A  fair  number  of  jack  and  roach 
are  being  caught;  best  jack  51b.,  and  best  roach 
l|lb.  Some  nice  psrch  have  come  to  the  net  ;  I 
hear  of  three  weighing  51b.  Given  fine  weather  the 
prospects  of  sport  are  very  promisini:.— Stanley 
Mead. 

Bottisham  Locks   (Waterbeac^).  —  Beautiful 

spring-like  weather  on  most  days  has  been  experi- 
enced on  this  stretch  of  free  water,  but  at  times 
rather  cold.  Having  had  many  hours'  sunshine  it 
has  stirred  up  the  pike,  especiallj'  by  the  lodes. 
They  are  now  seen  racing  the  roach  about  in  all 
directions.  Several  have  been  creeled,  three,  four, 
and  six  fish  to  a  rod  in  a  very  short  time  fishing. 
Live  baits  still  being  difficult  to  get  at  times,  it  is 
well  to  give  notice  what  is  required  beforehand. 
We  are  looking  forward  to  a  splendid  finish  of  the 
present  season,  pike  being  numerous. — John  O. 
Geoboe,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Chelmer  and  Blackwater  (Maiden,  Essex). — 
The  water  ha?  again  been  very  thick  in  the  Chelmer 
and  Blackwater.  From  the  canal  near  the  Pianta^ 
tion,  at  Beeleigh,  several  good  roach  have  been 
taken.  Messrs.  Bourne,  Norton,  and  Birkett  caught 
several  good  roach.  Sport  in  the  I  ford  waters  has 
not  been  good.  Some  capital  roach  have  been 
caught  from  the  canal  near  Heybridge  Basin, 
several  scaling  over  lib.  each. — F.  Keen. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District).  —  The  past  few 
days  have  seen  a  remarkable  change  in  the  weather, 
and  the  cold,  crisp  atmosphere,  after  the  heavy 
rain,  is  exceedingly  welcome.  The  season  com- 
mences on  Tuesday  next  (March  1),  and  local  anglers 
are  awaiting  the  day  with  keen  interest,  and  in  the 
hope  that  the  season  will  be  one  of  the  most 
successful  yet  had  on  the  Dart.  The  Fishery 
Board  have  decided  to  co-operale  with  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fishery  in  con- 
nection with  certain  experiments  in  the  mark- 
ing of  salmon.  The  result  ha?  be?n  given  on 
the  recent  inquiry  held  as  to  a  bye- law  passed  by 
the  ■  Fishery  Board,  "  That  each  draft  or  seine  net 
shall  be  fully  drawn  and  landed  at  lea.-t  five  minutes 
before  another  net  is  shot,  or  begun  to  be  shot, 
within  100  yards  from  any  point  al  ing  the  line  of 
shot  of  the  first  net,"  and  shows  that  the  Stoke 
Gabriel  fishermen  who  protested  against  it  have 
had  the  petition  upheld. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).  —The  Eden  is  full  of  salmon, 
and  it  really  looks  as  if  we  had  entered  a  cycle  of 
good  years,  for  1903  was  the  best  year  we  have  had 
for  a  long  time.  The  season  for  rods  commenced 
on  Feb.  when  the  river  was  only  fishable  in  a 
few  places.  On  the  Boat  pool  at  Wetheral  two 
gentlemen  fishing  from  one  boat  killed  eight  fish, 
weighing  1351b.  The  ne.\t  day  Mr.  Patterson  had 
eight  fish,  weighing  1341b.,  in  the  same  pool.  Mr. 
T.  Robinson  had  one,  251b.,  in  the  Doctor's  Flat. 
Dr.  Murray,  of  Armathwaite  Hall,  one  21  Jib. ;  Mr. 
Caddie,  one  111b.  at  Rickerby  Rocks.  On  Feb.  18, 
Mr.  Caddie  had  another  1 81b. ;  Mr.  Nichol,  one 
231b.,  at  Eden  Grove ;  Mr,  Broadhurst,  one  231b., 
at  Crosby ;  Mr.  G.  Coulthard,  one  1 81b.,  at 
Wetheral ;  Mr.  O.  Stephenson,  two ;  Mr.  C.  Liddell, 
one  at  Warwick  Halt;  Mr.  A.  Edwards,  one  at 


Armathwaite  Castle ;  Mr.  Mason  Scott  and  Mr. 
T.  W.  Armstrong  each  one  at  Syke  Foot,  and  the 
Corby  Castle  keeper  killed  two.  Since  then  the 
river  has  been  too  big  and  coloured.  The  fish  killed 
so  far  have  been  abnormally  heavy  for  Eden  spring 
fish.  Old  anglers  like  to  see  them  run  small,  say, 
81b.  to  101b.,  at  the  beginning  of  the  season. — 
Silver  Grey. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — There  has  been  an 
improvement  in  the  weather  since  last  report,  with 
the  result  that  in  the  Exe  and  Canal  some  pike 
have  been  caught.  At  Nether  Exe  Mr.  Jackman 
had  two  pike  last  Tuesday,  best  fish  131b.,  and  two 
day?  later  the  catch  was  six  pike,  weight  301b., 
taken  with  live  bait.  I  hear  a  successful  angler  of 
Sidmouth  caught  in  the  Otter  in  an  hour  fourteen 
trout,  fishing  in  that  river  on  the  opening  day.  .At 
Exmouth  some  pollack  have  been  ta'^en  by  Messrs. 
R.  Mostyn,  White,  and  others,  white  flies  proving 
the  most  succe-isful  lure. — -Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — The  fishing 
seas  in  for  this  lake  and  the  rivers  leading  from  it 
begins  on  March  1,  and  the  management  expect 
another  year's  good  sport.  In  going  over  the 
registers  ( f  the  fish  book,  I  find  that  sport  has 
ste.idily  improved  for  the  last  ten  years.  In  18!)4 
the  total  catch  of  the  sea?on  amounted  to  2250  fish, 
in  1902  the  total  was  3120,  and  last  ye  ar  it  was  3789. 
The  average  weight  of  the  fish  taken  in  1894  was 
I  loz.,  and  la?t  year  the  average  was  l2oz.  In 
making  a  retrospect  of  last  year's  sport,  one  or 
two  facts  stand  out  very  remarkably.  The  weather 
was  as  bad  a?  it  could  be  from  start  to  finish, 
yet  tlie  fishing  did  not  fall  off  ;  an  1  another 
noticeable  fact  was  that  the  fish  rose  well  to 
fly  ill  August  and  September.  N)v?ry  large 
individual  baskets  were  made  during  the  year, 
but  the  general  average  was  higher  than  in 
previous  years.  Among  the  bast  baskets  mad? 
were  Mr.  Malpaa-,  .171  b.  30lb.,  and  several  over  201b.; 
Mr.  Hussey,  311b.  ;  Mr.  Cheshire.  301b.;  Mr.Crowther, 
251b. ;  Captain  Garnett,  241b.;  Mr.  Mason,  231b. ;  and 
a  great  number  of  others  over  201b.  Small  flies  have 
done  best,  but  the  fi-ih  have  been  well  educated,  and 
are  very  shy  wi'h  poor  flie?  and  poor  fishermen. 
Several  thousand  rainbows  have  been  turned  into 
the  lake,  and  will  be  sizeable  this  year,  that  is,  if 
they  do  not  go  a  journey  in  the  meantime.  The 
fish  have  spawned  well  and  the  ova  have  hatched 
well.  There  are  100,000  fry  inthe  hatcherie;  now 
(and  beauties  they  look),  and  Miss  Davis  has  pur- 
chas;d  50,000  fry  from  various  fi-heries,  so  that 
there  wi  l  be  plenty  of  fresh  blood.  If  the  clerk  of 
the  weather  is  kind  we  shall  hav3  a  good  year  on 
Lake  Vyrnwy. — Longdkift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries —  Prospects  for  angleis 
thinking  of  devoting  attention  to  roach,  pike,  chub, 
and  perch  this  week-end  are  more  promising  than 
for  some  time  past,  although  this  (Thursday) 
morning  a  slight  fall  of  snow  has  taken  place.  The 
Lea,  Beane,  Stort,  and  Rib  are  all  in  excellent 
colour  for  coarse-fi.shing,  and  there  is  plenty  of 
stream.  During  the  past  week  few  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  some  of  the  number  have  creeled 
choice  roach,  especially  at  St.  Margaret's,  Rye 
House,  Hoddesdon,  and  Hertford.  A  number  of 
the  fish  have  ranged  over  a  pound,  and  they  are  in 
the  pink  of  condition,  although  perhaps  a  bit 
"white"  after  the  heavy  scour  from  the  floods. 
Pike  shou'd  run  well,  and  in  streamy  backwaters 
bullock's  pith  and  cheese  paste  ought  now  to  be 
responsible  for  some  nice  dishe.?  of  chub. — Iza.\k 
Walton. 

Ln^g  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  streams 
are  running  still  on  the  liigh  side,  but  have  gone 
down  considerably  and  are  getting  something  like 
into  their  natural  order.  There  is  a  stream  on  them, 
no  doubt  owing  to  snow-water,  and  angling  has 
been  quite  at  a  standstill.  The  weather  this  week 
has  improved  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  some  fine 
weather ;  if  we  get  it  there  will  be  every  chance 
of  some  trout  fishing  being  had  at  the  opening  of 
the  season  next  week,  and  sport  should  be  good. 
The  Pinsley  is  getting  into  order. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough).  —  The  improvement  in 
angling  prospects  is  sufficient  to  inspire  the  devotees 
of  the  rod  in  this  district  that  there  may  yet  be  a 
little  more  sport  before  the  close  of  the  season.  The 
water  has  lowered  sufficiently  and  signs  are  favour- 
able that  the  end  of  the  present  week,  or  beginning 
of  next,  may  see  our  anglers  again  at  their  favourite 
pastime. — -E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigb  Salterton).—  The  river  was  just 
fishable  last  Saturday,  Feb.  20,  although  the  water 
was  coloured  and  heavy.  Several  rods  were  at 
work  on  public  waters  at  Tipton  St.  John's  and 
Ottery  St.  Mary.  One  rod  at  Tipton  took  fourteen, 
another  at  Ottery  ten  fish.  Since  Feb.  22  the  river 
has  been  subsiding,  and  fishing  has  been  in  progress 
every  day,  and  sport  ha?  been  had.  The  trout  are  . 
in  fair  condition.  Some  fishermen  of  this  place 
were  summoned  for  netting  on  the  Bicton  water 
and  were  fined  on  Feb.  22.    It  is  said  that  the 
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CLEBPCE  SOLE  OF  HIIIIIIIOW  TtOIIL 

THE  mRESDALE  FISHERY  CO., 

Scorton,  Garstang,  Lancashire. 

EXTRAORDINARY  BARGAINS  FOR  A  FEW  WEEKS  ONLY. 

Owing  to  the  success  which  our  Brown  Trout  have  had,  and  the  con* 
sequent  necessity  for  increased  pond  room,  we  have  now  decided  to  do  this 
by  decreasing  our  production  of  Rainbows, 

We  find  the  latter  are  only  suitable  for  certain  waters,  and,  as  far  as 
the  Wyresdale  Fishery  is  concerned,  this  point  has  been  steadily  kept  in 
view,  with  the  result  that  our  customers  have  always  been  satisfied.  Being 
so  easy  to  rear,  however,  pisciculturists  have  advertised  them  largely, 
and  have  stocked  them  in  any  kind  of  waters  without  a  thought  as  to  the 
suitability  of  such,  with  the  result  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  they  have 
turned  out  a  complete  failure.  This  has  naturally  had  an  adverse  effect 
on  the  demand  for  Rainbows,  and  we  have  now  decided  to  clear  out  the 
whole  of  our  stock  at  considerably  less  than  the  cost  of  production,  and 
in  the  future  turn  our  attention  solely  to  Brown  Trout,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  ponds  of  Rainbows,  which  we  will  reserve  for  those  customers 
whose  waters  we  know  from  experience  are  tguite  suitable  for  this  latter 
class  of  Fish. 

If  you  have  a  pond  or  lake  suitable  (and  we  shall  be  pleased  to  give  you 
our  candid  opinion  on  receipt  of  its  description),  we  do  not  think  you  could 
do  better  than  take  advantage  of  the  following  low  prices  whilst  they 
are  available, 

YEARLING  RAINBOW  TROUT: 

Averaging  3  inches         ...  ...         £5    per  1,000         ...  ...         15/-  per  100 

4  ...  ...         £G  5s.  ...  ...  21/- 

6       ,    £10        „    25/- 

TWO-YEAR-OLD  RAINBOW  TROUT: 

Averaging   7  inches        ...  ...         £20  per  1,000         ...  ...         40/-  per  100 

The  above  piices  are  exactly  one  half  our  usual  catalogue  prices,  aud  for  delivery  at  Scorton  Station.  The 
Fishery  guarantee  delivery  alive  at  any  Station  in  the  United  Kingdom.    Apply — 

PETSR  ORMROD,  Managing  Director. 
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preserved  water  of  the  Rolle  Estate  will  not  be 
opened  until  April  1,  an  arrangement  which  will  be 
likely  to  greatly  improve  that  portion  for  ticket- 
holders.  HlCKON. 

Ouse  (Brandoi?,  Suffolk).— The  river  is  in 
good  condition  for  fishing,  and  some  good  sport  ha? 
been  obtained.  Mr.  Burt,  of  London,  caught  on 
Feb.  21  twelve  pike  weighing  601b.  ;  another  gentle- 
man caught  fifteen  perch  weighing  9pb.  A  chub 
was  taken  to-day  (  Feb.  24)  weighing  OJlb.  There  is 
a  prospect  of  good  .^port.  Boats,  baits,  etc.,  can  be 
obtained  from  Rolph,  Ram,  Brandon. — A.  Rot,ph. 

 (Holjrwell  Perry). — At  last  I  am  able  to 

send  a  report  that  will  cheer  anglers  generally.  Tiie 
floods  have  now  disappeared  and  the  river  is  in 
first-class  condition,  a  perfect  colour,  and  those  who 
seek  big  roach  will,  no  doubt,  be  well  rewarded,  as 
they  usually  are,  here  at  the  end  of  the  season, 
especially  after  a  push  of  water.  Pike  and  perch 
liave  also  been  very  busy  after  the  small  fish  as  the 
water  recedes  at  the  dyke  mouths  and  eJdies,  and 
given  fine  weather  we  shall  finish  the  season  with  the 
capture  of  some  "toppers  ''  as  usual. — A,  Scard. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
necli). — Last  week  fully  maintained  to  its  close  its 
characteristics  of  being  one  of  the  most  variable 
and  stormiest  of  a  long  continuation  of  such  ex- 
ceptionable weather,  and  finished  off  with  storms  of 
hail,  rain,  sleet,  and  snow.  The  present  week  has, 
so  far,  been  much  more  settled,  although  rather 
gloomy  with  cold  east  winds.  These  rivers  have 
not  yet  recovered  from  the  recent  storms,  and  are 
still  above  their  average  level  and  tinged  with  snow 
water;  but  the  snow  has  now  entirely  disappeared 
excepting  from  the  higher  Welsh  mountains,  and 
should  no  lurther  change  occur  the  Vyrnwy  and 
Tanat  will,  in  a  few  days,  be  in  fair  condition  for 
angling,  but  the  Severn  requires  a  longer  time  to  do 
so.  Owing  to  a  continuation  of  floods  the  salmon 
angling  in  this  neighbourhood  has  been  a  blank,  so 
far,  and  but  one  salmon  has  yet  been  captured  by 
the  nets  in  this  vicinity. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.  -  There 
is  hope  yet  for  sport  ere  the  coarse  fishing  season 
closes.  Rain  has  held  off,  and  with  a  few  bright 
days  the  flood  has  practically  disappeared  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  Ouse,  and  the  river  is  regaining 
its  normal  level  and  colour.  Good  sport  should  be 
obtained  among  the  roach  with  brandling  or  red 
worm,  by  legering  or  fishing  on  the  bottom.  A  few 
days  since  Mr.  Geo.  Eustace  secured  a  nice  roach  of 
lib.  8|oz.  on  the  rim  up,  fisliing  with  red  worm. 
The  Rother  has  greatly  improved,  but  is  liigh  and 
clouded.  Recently  a  nice  pike  of  141b.  was  taken 
from  near  Fittleworth  by  a  visitor,  and  Mr.  Faith, 
of  Chichester,  secured  a  fish  of  close  upon  91b.  with 
snap  tackle.  The  canal  at  Chichester  has  been 
lowered  considerably,  as  the  water  from  the  Lavant 
course,  kept  back,  was  over  the  roads,  and  the 
meadows  near  the  canal  saturated. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Teme  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
now  gone  down,  and  is  clearing  nicely,  but  is  far  too 
high  for  fishing  at  present ;  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  snow  water  coming  down  the  river  from  the  hills, 
and  the  fish  have  not  been  on  the  move  at  all.  The 
weather  this  week  has  taken  up  and  been  fine,  with 
frosts,  and  if  we  can  only  have  a  month  of  the  same 
weather  there  will  be  a  revival  not  only  in  fishing 
but  in  everything  else.  Angling  has  been  very 
quiet,  no  rods  out.  Anglers  have  3  been  busy 
looking  up  their  rods  and  tackle  in  view  of  the 
approach  of  the  trout  season  which  commences  on 
March  2. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbnry). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still 

running  high  and  stained  and  out  of  order  for 
fishing  owing  to  the  snow  water  from  the  hills 
coming  into  the  river.  The  weather  this  week  has 
certainly  been  better,  and  if  it  continues  there  is  a 
prospect  of  some  fishing  being  had  when  the  trout 
season  opens  on  March  2,  and  the  water  should  be  in 
order  by  then  for  fly  and  bottom.  Angling  at  present 
is  at  a  standstill,  as  grayling  are  off  and  coarse  fish 
quiet,  and  the  anglers  are  now  getting  ready  for 
ti  out ;  there  is  every  prospect  of  good  fishing  in 
this  district  this  season.- — Worcjsstek. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — No  report  of  any  fish  being  caught  in  the 
Tyne  during  the  past  week.  The  Coquet  continues 
in  good  condition  for  rod  fishing,  and  some  very 
heavy  catches  have  been  made  on  all  parts  of  the 
Federation's  waters,  some  rods  killing  six  fish  for 
the  day.  I  am  told  by  an  old  Coquet  angler  that 
if  you  had  tied  a  piece  of  scarlet  rag  on  a  hook  you 
could  have  got  fish  last  Saturday  week,  there  being  on 
that  day  some  sixty  fish  killed  between  Warkworth 
and  Felton.  The  Derwent  Valley  A.  S.  have  held 
their  annual  meeting.  The  association  commenced 
last  year  with  a  balance  of  £35.  This  had  been  in- 
creased to  £71  by  the  sale  of  tickets  chiefly,  and 
1000  yearling  Loch  Levens,  £1C,  with  printing 
matter,  added  expenditure  about  £30,  leaving  a 
balance  of  about  £40,  which,  no  doubt,  they  are 


proud  of.  On  Feb.  20  they  put  1000  yearling  Loch 
Leven  trout  into  these  waters,  and  no  doubt  this 
will  create  fresh  blood  and  a  happy  future  may  he 
expeoted. — Henry  A.  Mubton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle  on- 
Tyne. 

Usk  (Aberg'aveuny). — FishiAg  commemres  here 
on  Tue-day  next  {March  I),  when  I  look  forward  to 
seeing  some  goofl  baskets  taken  I  trust  we  shall 
be  able  to  secure  another  long  stretch  of  water, 
negotiations  for  which  are  in  hand.  The  Chamber 
of  Trade  are  doing  their  best  to  form  a  good 
associatim  here,  and  1  understand  a  meeting  of  all 
interested  will  be  called  early  nex;.  week.  Should 
fine  weather  continue  the  water  ought  to  be  in  good 
condition. — E.  Delakield. 

Wimbledon  Lake,— On  Feb.  21,  Mr.  W.  H.  Gibbs, 
2,  Brayburne-avenue,  Clapham,  caught  a  well- 
conditioned  pike  of  131b.  ;  this  is  the  second  big 
fish  taken  lately  out  of  the  lake.  Mr.  Grass's  fish 
weighed  I91b.  lOoz.  Mr.  Gibbs  belonged  to  the 
Manual  Training  Angling  Club.  Others  alsj  took 
pike  from  here  the  same  day.  For  the  s«uson,  30s., 
including  jacking.  Mr.  Grass  was  successful  in 
taking  the  three-guinea  silver  cup  presented  by  Mr. 
W.  Dowson,  of  Well  House,  Wimbledon,  for  largest 
pike. — A.  Newham. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent, 
Ouse,  etc.  (Yorks),  —  AH  our  Yorkshire 
rivers  have  |been  running  high.  A  few  rods  have 
been  out,  but  taking  things  on  the  whole,  sport  has 
not  been  good.  Last,  week-end  the  Wharfe  was 
running  rather  low.  On  Saturday  morning  (Feb.  20) 
the  weather  was  springlike,  but  in  the  high  reaches 
snow  was  thick  on  the  hills,  the  sun  shone  with  bril- 
liancy, and  in  a]very  few  hours  the  river  was  running 
bankful  again.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe 
a  few  rods  were  out  in  the  early  hours  in  the 
district  of  Harewood,  Woodhall,  and  Tadcaster. 
Sport  was  ruling  moderate,  but  after  a  couple  of 
hours  the  river  rose  fully  nine  feet  in  very  little  time. 
In  the  districts  of  Boston  Spa  and  Tadcaster  sport 
amongst  the  pik?.was  fairly  good  for  an  hour  or  two 
on  Saturday  before  the  river  rose.  A  few  pike  fisher- 
men were  out,  the  best  basket  that  has  come  under 
my  notice  being  one  of  three  small  jack,  weighing 
151b. — the  heaviest  weighed  Gib.,  being  caught  by 
Mr.  W.  Grassham.  Since  then  very  little  has  been 
done.  The  Nidd  has  only  been  fishing  moderate 
at  Knaresboro'.  I  hear  Mr.  J.  Fenwick  met  with 
fair  sport  anaongst  the  coarse  fish  in  the  Harrogate 
Angling  Club  waters  at  Walshfotd  Bridge.  Ihe 
Yore  has  a!so  been  high  ;  no  anglers  have  been  out 
in  the  higher  reaches  in  the  Redmire  and  Wens  ley  dis- 
tricts. During  the  last  two  or  three  days  the  weather 
has  been  more  genial,  which  has  enabled  the  rivers 
to  run  down.  I  have  seen  a  few  of  the  early  files 
about,  and  grayling  are  feeding  on  them.  I  hear 
one  or  two  rods  have  caught  a  few  brace  with 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Winter  Brown,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  Carter  Piatt's  Copper,  and  Waterhen  Bloa. 
In  the  deeps  the  water  is  ruiming  in  fair  trim 
from  Middleham  down  to  Borough  bridge,  and  should 
the  present  weather  continue  fair  sport  should  be  met 
amongst  pike  with  live  bait,  and  also  with  spinning 
the  Harrogate  spinner.  The  Swale  has  been  out  of 
condition,  but  is  now  running  in  fair  trim,  and  some 
nice  sport  can  be  looked  forward  to  at  Catterick, 
Ainderby,  and  Brafferton.  At  the  time  of  writing, 
all  our  streams  are  in  excellent  trim,  and  anglers 
should  meet  with  good  results  this  week-end. — John 
E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  weather  in  this 
district  for  some  time  has  been  very  cold.  A  good 
deal  of  snow  has  fallen  and  frost  has  been  pretty 
severe  Ihe  melting  of  snow  oh  the  hills  has  kept 
the  river  in  fairly  high  condition.  The  water  is 
greatly  discoloured,  and  with  the  sharp  frosts 
anglers  have  done  very  little.  The  low  temperature 
is  also  telling  on  the  net  fishermen,  very  few  fish 
are  ascending,  and  for  the  past  week  the  fishermen 
liave  met  with  poor  success.  Along  the  coast,  when 
the  cobbles  can  get  to  sea,  a  fish  or  two  are  taken 
from  the  bag  nets,  but  since  the  opening  of  the 
season  the  number  killed  has  been  very  small.  From 
the  Deveron  fishings  a  box  containing  nineteen 
salmon  and  a  few  sea-trout  left  per  rail  for  the 
market  on  Feb.  23,  and  one  box  of  smaller  siz3  was 
consigned  from  the  sea  fishings  at  Gardenstown, 
the  first  for  the  season.    Salmon  are  averaging  in 


Trout  Kuks.— The  trout  season  Is  fast  approaching,  and 
anglers  should  now  have  their  rods,  l  eels,  and  waders  overhauled. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  gieater  care  can  be  given  in  overliauling 
than  during'  the  busy  season,  and  ample  time  can  he  allowed  for 
the  varnish  to  hai  ilen  thoroughly.  Flies  to  pattern  should  also 
be  ordered  now.  The  greatest  care  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Anglers  in  the  habit  of  dressing  their  own 
Hies  should  now  secure  their  material.  Selections  can  be  made 
uii  to  suit  the  re(|uiremenl8  of  salmon  or  trout  fly  dressers.— 
.1.  E.  MiLLKR  (Telephone 2(501),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
btation-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "Piscator,  Leeds." 


weight  between  71b.  and  81b.  and  trout  about  11' 
The  quality  is  excellent. — H.  W. 

Looh  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B  ).-  Fishing  l^ch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  Feb.  15,  Mr.  R.  'I'hom, 
Annan,  killed  two  salmon  weighing  201b.  and  211b. ; 
Mr.  R.  W.  T.  Walker,  Glasgow,  on  >  of  251b.  ;  Mr. 
David  Reid,  Pollokshields,  one  of  201b. ;  and  Mr. 
John  R.  Sutherland,  Inverness,  one  of  lOlb.  On 
Feb.  10,  Mr.  Reid  had  a  nice  salmon  weighing  161b., 
and  on  Feb.  17  one  of  191b.  On  Feb.  18,  Mr.  B. 
Thorn  killed  a  salmon  of  221b.;  Mr.  R.  W.  T. 
Walker  one  of  151b.  ;  and  Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen 
one  of  91b.  On  Feb.  19.  Mr.  R.  W.  T.  Walker  killed 
two  fine  salmon  weighing  2Glb.  and  191b.  On 
Feb.  20,  Mr.  R.  Thom  killed  two  salmon  of  151b. 
and  171b  ;  Mr.  Walker  one  of  191b.  ;  an  3  Mr.  Philip 
Geen,  Richmond,  one  of  191b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Kenmore,  N.B.).— On  Feb.  17,  on  the 
Reserve  water,  Macdiannid  (keeper)  killed  two 
salmon  221b.  and  171b.  On  the  hotel  water,  on 
Feb.  19,  Mrs.  Knight  killed  a  salmon  of  221b. ;  Mr. 
E.  Broad,  on3,  201b.  On  Feb.  22,  Mrs.  Knight,  two 
salmon,  21  Jib.  and  18lb.— W.  Knight. 

 (Killin   Hotel).— On  Feb.    13,  Mr. 

Allison,  Paisley,  landed  a  salmon  of  181b.  On 
Feb.  l(),Mr.  H.  Collet,  London,  two,  15lb.  and  171b. 
On  Feb.  17,  Mr.  Rankin,  Glasgow,  one  191b.;  Mr. 
H.  Collet,  London,  one  181b.  On  Feb.  18.  Mr. 
Rankin,  Glasgow,  one  271b. ;  Mr.  A.  O.  Worthing- 
ton,  Lichfield,  one  191b. ;  Rev.  H.  Worthington, 
one  151b.  On  Feb.  19,  Mr.  J.  Howarth,  Manchester, 
one  14lb.  ;  Mr.  H.  Agnew,  Manchester,  one  151b. 
On  Feb.  22,  Mr.  G.  Lees,  Southport,  one  IBlb. ;  Mr. 
H.  Agnew,  Manchester,  one  211b.  ;  Mr.  Percy  N. 
Midwood,  Manchester,  one  161b.  On  Feb.  23,  Mr. 
H.  Agnew,  Manchester,  one  151b. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortin^all  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water  on  Feb.  22,  Mr.  Scobie  Mackenzie,  London, 
had  a  salmon  of  171b.,  and  on  23rd,  Mr.  Holzaphel, 
Tavistock,  had  one  of  231b. — R.  Stewart. 

Oich  (Fort  Augfustus^ — Fishing  from  Lovat 
Arms  Hotel  on  Feb.  20,  Mr.  Dewhurst  caught  a 
salmon  weighing  171b. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  of  the 
Sol  way — namely,  the  Annan  and  the  Nith,  a  5  also 
the  Galloway  rivers,  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  and  the 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse — opened  their  angling  on 
Feb.  25.  All  the  rivers  wjre  in  order  for  fly.  A 
large  number  of  salmon  a-scanded  the  various  rivers 
a  few  weeks  ago.  At  the  end  of  January  there  was 
a  remarkably  late]  run  of  autumn  salmon  to  these 
rivers,  and  som=i  spring  fish  also  migrated  from  the 
Firth.  The  salmon  netting  in  the  Sjlway  opened 
for  the  season  on  Thursday,  but  none  of  the  ta  -ks- 
men  had  their  nets  in  order  for  the  opaning  day. 
It  will  be  well  on  the  middle  of  next  week  before 
the  first  range  of  nets  are  in  working  order. — 
Heatherbell. 

Tay. — The  river  has^hot  been  in  very  good  order 
these  past  few  days,  and  fish  are  not  showing  so 
well,  but  fair  sport  has  been  obtained.  Fishing  on 
Upper  Stanley  on  Feb.  18,  Mr.  Alex.  Heydor  killed 
two  salmon  of  321b.  and  171b.  ;  and  on  Lower 
Stanley,  on  Feb.  17,  the  same  gentleman  had  one  of 
28ib. ;  and  on  Feb.  19,  two  of  261b.  and  271b.  Mr. 
Henry  Peter's  boatman,  fishing  Benchill  water  on 
Feb.  18,  landed  two  salmon  of  161b.  and  1 61b.  Fish- 
ing Upper  Battleby  beat  on  19th  inst.,  the  boatman 
killed  two  fine  fish  of  201b.  and  lolb.,  and  on  the 
22nd,  Captain  Milburne  had  one  of  6  Jib.  On  Lower 
Battleby  water,  on  22nd  inst.,  the  boatman  had 
one  salmon  of  51b.,  and  another  of  131b.  on  23rd  inst. 
Mr.  John  A.  Park,  fishing  tapper  Dunkeld  water  on 
the  19th,  landed  one  salmon  of  23Jlb.,  while  the 
boatman,  fishing  the  Lower  Dunkeld  beat  on  17th 
inst.,  had  one  fish  of  161b.  Fishing  Murthly  water 
on  Feb.  17,  Miss  A.  B.  Dugdale  landed  a  fish  of 
141b.,  and  on  Feb.  19,  Mr.  J.  A.  Dugdale  one  of 
171b.  Fishing  the  Fisher's  Hotel  stretch  of  the  river 
Tummel  on  Feb.  22,  Mr.  D.  Forbes  killed  a  salmon  of 
14Jlb.  ;  while  on  Loch  Tay,  Killin,  reserved  water, 
on  Feb.  17,  Mr.  Rankin  had  one  salmon  of  191b.  and 
Mr.  Collet  one  of  181b.  On  Feb.  18,  Mr.  Rankin 
had  another  of  271b.,  and  Mr.  Worthington  one  of 
I91b.  On  19th,  R«v.  H.  Worthington  one,  15lb., 
and  Mr.  J.  Howarth  one,  14lb.  On  20th,  Mr.  H. 
Agnew  killed  a  fish  of  151b.,  and  on  22nd,  another 
of  211b.,  while  Mr.  Lees  had  one  of  16ib. ;  and  on 
23rd,  Mr.  P.  Midwood  landed  one  fish  of  16lb. — 
A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Qalway).— There  was 
an  exceptionally  good  spawning  season  in  1903,  an 
immense  quantity  of  salmon  on  beds,  and  every- 
thing looks  very  favourable  for  1904.  With  the 
recent  floods  the  spring  fish  are  now  on  the  run, 
the  first  being  caught  on  Feb.  18  by  Mr.  A.  Mathews, 
turning  the  scale  at  14jlb. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Angling  will  open  on 
this  river  and  its  tributaries,  the  Moyola,  Ballin- 
derry,  Blackwater,  Upper  Barm,  Maine,  and  all  the. 
other  streams  that  discharge  their  waters  into  Longh 
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MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN   GOLD   AND    OTHER    MEDALS   A  WAJtDEJi 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  superior  to  SplH  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane 


Reels  and  Lines  to  match 


New  Pateni  Brake  Reel  for  Salmno  and  Trout. 


Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  Is  used  hy  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  noruitd 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  loohs  In  Sootlnnd,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  moat  suitable  Tackle 


Malloch's  New  Kingr^sher  Line. 

12  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

A.11  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  Q.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly.'' 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "I  could  nut  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  thai.  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B. 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


PITTYILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical   Ang^lers,   Fly   Dressers,  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers. 


THE  MULTUM  IN  PARVO  TROUT  ROD,  21/ 

The  Perfection  Built  Cane 

Multum=in=Parvo  Rod. 

9  £t.  to  9  £t.  6  in.  &,  lO  ft.,  T' wo  Guinea.s, 


RODS  BUILT  TO  CUSTOMERS'  OWN  PATTERNS. 


We  have  one  of  the  Largest  Stocks  of 
Trout  Flies  in  Great  Britain. 

BEAUTIFULLY  FINE  UNDRAWN  GUT  CASTS, 


■  iuguKt  17,  am. 


lOa.  pex*  dozen. 

TESTIMtHf/.iL. 

Queen  Victoria  Htreet.  Ixnidon. 
Dbar  Sirm, 

I  am  sending  the  Rod  I  Ixmght  from  you  in  181)1  or  imi  which  lia.s  al  last  come  to  grief 
■•ilHT  being  used  every  eveniug  (nearly;  in  the  .Summer  and  Antunin— 5  months  during  that  time.  I 
•hall  tie  xiad  to  know  If  yon  cHfi  Imild  me  n  precisely  similar  Rod  for  tliesaiiie  price.  A  bt^ttcrRod 
I  >ipvcr  handled. 

VoiMv  tr,il> ,  .1.  \\ .  i{.  A. 


NORTON  FISHERY, 

BAIL. DOCK,  HERTS, 

HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  FISH  FOR  DISPOSAL: 


YEARLINGS. 


BROWN  TROUT,  10,000 
BROWN  TROUT,  5,000 
LOCH  LEVENS,  10,000 
RAINBOWS,  25,000  . 
RAINBOWS,  10,000  . 


from  3  inches  to  5 
from  5  inches  to  8 
from  4  inches  to  6 
from  4  inches  to  6 
from  6  inches  to  9 


inches 
inches 
inches ' 
inches 
inches 


TWO-YEAR'OLDS. 

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  11  inches 

BROWN  TROUT,    5,000    from  9  inches  to  14  inches 

RAINBOWS,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  12  inches 

RAINBOWS,    5,000    from  9  inches  to  14  inches 

Quotations  for  larger  fish  on  application.  All  fish  free  on  rail  at  Baldock  Station, 
and  guaranteed  a  safe  delivery.  Fresh  Water  Snails  and  Shrimps,  especially 
recommended  for  waters  about  to  be  stocked,  are  supplied  at  f  1  per  1,000. 

Apply,  MANAGER. 


MALCOM  &  CO., 

^■^"^^^  The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 

INVENTOR,?  OF  THE    .    .  . 

X£i.nned  Angola.  " 

WADINC  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"  XAnned   Angola,  " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 
WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&21/ 

See  Field,  June  30,  1900. 


3,  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 
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Neagh  and  the  main  river  on  March  1.  The  suc- 
cession of  floods  that  have  been  experienced  for  the 
past  fortnight  has  caused  tha  Lower  Bann  to  rise 
18in.,  and  it  i^  now  hiaher  than  at  any  time  during 
the  present  winter.  There  will  be  no  anghng  with 
the  fly  before  the  end  of  March,  but  the  worm  can 
be  used  with  a  good  prospect  of  sport  on  the 
shallo  W3  from  the  opening  day.  Sport  can  be 
obtained  with  perch  where  the  Cladv  joins  the  main 
stream  at  Portglenone.  This  tributary  can  be 
fished  freo,  and  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
made  in  March  and  Apiil  in  past  seasons.  The 
greater  part  of  all  the  kelt  salmon  have  left 
the  Maine  and  its  tributaries  the  Clough  and 
Kellswftter,  but  a  few  yet  remain  in  the  pools. 
Small  trout  are  very  plentiful,  and  will  come  to  the 
fly  80  soon  as  the  temperature  is  high  enough  to 
bring  natural  flies  to  the  surface. — Daniel  O'Fbe. 

Boyne  and  Tributaries. — The  season  opened 
with  a  gale  and  heavy  rains,  and  since  then  floods 
have  prevented  fishing.  On  the  opening  day 
(Feb.  12)  I  hear  that  four  good  fish  of  2()lb.,  191b., 
181b.,  and  171b.  were  caught  on  Slane  Castle  water, 
and  that  seven  have  been  got  since  of  171b.,  201b., 
171b.,  191b.,  121b.,  141b.,  and  111^  I  also  heir  that 
Mr.  Sclater  get  three  of  221b.,  221b.,  and  181b.  on 
the  Blackwater  Mills  section  on  the  12th,  and  that 
Mr.  Fletcher's  fisherman  got  one  of  131b.  on  Ard- 
mulchan  on  the  same  day.  The  river  has  been  far 
too  high  for  the  Black  Castle  fisheries,  but  Mr. 
Francis  Ley  had  one  of  191b.  on  the  IGth,  and  one 
of  221b.  on  the  23rd,  and  Captain  Tomasson  one  of 
141b.  on  the  17th.  It  will  be  some  days  yet  ere  the 
river  is  in  good  order. — Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes  (CO  Donegal).  Stoimy  weather  has 
continued  during  the  past  week  and  not  favourable 
for  fishing  most  of  the  time.  Major  Macbean 
landed  two  salmon  of  9^1b.  and  101b.  on  Feb.  20, 
and  T.  Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  one  salmon  of  111b. 
on  Feb.  17.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather  is 
milder.  We  regret  having  made  an  error  in  our 
report  of  Feb.  13,  Gilroy  the  keeper  having  landed 
one  salmon  only,  instead  of  two,  as  reported  by  us. 
We,  however,  sent  the  report  as  we  received  it. — 
M.  BoGAN  &  Sons. 

ImBB  River  (co.  Cork). — River  now  settling  down 
into  nice  fishing  order,  a  very  heavy  run  of  salmon 
taking  place  on  Feb.  20  and  21,  some  hundreds  of 
fish  having  passed  over  the  weirs.  On  Williams 
water,  Mr.  R.  W.  Sitwell,  two,  101b.  and  If  lb. ; 
on  Ashton,  Capt.  Pulley,  R.N.,  one,  17ilb. ;  on 
Warrenscourt,  General  Dashwood  and  Colonel 
North,  four ;  on  Oak  Grove,  G.  M.  Levers,  two, 
71b.  and  101b. ;  on  Nettleville,  Robt.  Nettles,  two ; 
on  Rooves,  Mr.  Lyons,  two,  101b.  and  121b., 
and  F.  Dale,  one,  101b.  ;  on  Fargus,  Major 
Bythel,  R.E.,  one,  81b.  ;  on  Farran,  Colonel 
Adamson,  one,  61b.  On  Ardrum  and  the  Powder- 
mills  fishery,  on  Feb.  21,  Mr.  Sam  Haynes, 
one,  17|lb.  ;  on  23rd,  nine,  H^lb.,  161b.,  lUb., 
lOpb.,  101b.,  101b.,  91b.,  Sib.,  7|lb. ;  on  same  water, 
H.  Vaughan  Clark,  tlu:ee,  9pb.,  101b.,  lOlb.  :  H.  T. 
T\irnor,  Dartmouth,  three,  81b.,  lOlb..  101b.  ;  S. 
Swales,  one,  161b. ;  Major  O.  S.Nugent,  60th  Rifles, 
three,  101b.,  101b.,  121b.;  and  J.  Walsh,  two,  91b., 
101b.  Oil  Carrigrohaae  fishery,  F.  H.  Bass,  two. 
On  Castleinch,  J.  O'Brisn,  five,  71b.,  71b.,  81b.,  91b., 
101b.  On  Lee  Moimt,  J.  Caulfield,  51b. — W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Iiougfh  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel). — Owing  to 
very  bad  weather  attended  with  snowstorms,  there 
were  only  three  days'  fishing  during  the  week.  On 
Feb.  15,  six  rods  trolling  with  the  live  minnow  took 
341b.  of  trout,  averaging  fi-om  lib.  to  41b.  On 
Feb.  17,  291b.  On  Feb.  18,  341b.  of  trout  in  fine 
condition,  and  a  jack  pike,  lUb. — Thos.  Naughton 
Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask  (Cong). — Mr.  Cow- 
burn,  fi.-hing  the  Corrib  from  the  Carlisle  Arms  on 
Feb.  23,  caught  a  splendid  pike,  weighing  321b. 
The  fish  was  in  perfect  condition,  and  measured 
40in.  in  length  and  23in.  in  girth.  He  landed  him 
on  ajsingle  trace. — O.  D. 

Lough  Cnrrane  etc  (Waterrille,  co.  Kerry).— 
Owing  to  generally  wild  and  wet  weather,  sport 
has  been  backward.  The  lake  is  far  too  high  also 
to  give  the  best  chances  of  sport.  Fly-fishing  has 
commenced,  but  will  not  become  general  until 
about  the  middle  of  March.  The  following  fish 
were  had  during  the  week  :  Johnny  Brennan,  two 
salmon  on  one  day,  weighing  12  Jib.  each  ;  Mr.  J.  H, 
Bona,  one,  lOlb.  ;  James  Leary,  junior,  fishing  for 
Major  Crisswell,  one,  101b. ;  Ned  Dinnehy,  one 
9 Jib.  (with  fly);  and  Meaghter  Healy,  one,  81b, 
T.  J.  D. 

Uoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co 
Mayo). — River  still  continues  out  of  order  owing  to 
the  continuous  rain,  therefore  no  salmon-fishing 
could  be  done.  Some  nice  baskets  of  sea-trout  were 
got  on  the  lower  reaches.  Boih  loughs  still  con 
tinue  high ;  nothing  has  been  done  there.  The  run 
of  'spring  salmon  at  the  weirs  is  good.  —  Pa 
1Ik:aknes. 


Moyola  (Castledawson,  c-  Derrj).  -This  fine 
river,  which  is  ons  of  the  best  salmon-producing 
ones  in  Ulster,  opens  for  trouting  on  March  1.  It 
afford -1  good  spring  flsliing,  and  a  goodly  section  is 
preserved  by  Captain  Spencer  Chichester,  D.L., 
Moyola  Park.  A  large  proportion  of  the  salmon 
stripped  at  Kilrea  Hatchery  was  obtained  in  this 
ivor. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  -  The  water  still  re- 
mains too  high,  but  the  weather  has  not  besn  quite 
so  rainy  ;  high  winds  are  prevalent.  On  Hermitage, 
Mr.  C.  Darley  killed  one  salmon,  321b.,  a  very  hand- 
somely shaped  fish  just  up  from  the  sea. — John 
Enright  &  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — The 
weather  this  week  has  been  demonish — wor.-se  even 
than  for  the  last  month.  Only  one  freshly  run 
salmon,  an  18-pounder,  has  been  taken  since  ray 
last  notes  from  here.  The  river  is  bank  high. 
Better  now  than  next  month,  and  therefore  I  would 
advise  those  salmon-fishers  who  mean  to  try  their 
luck  to  come  over  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  ean. 
Plenty  of  springers  in  all  the  salmon  and  trout 
boats. — S.  .J.  Hurley. 

Tyrone  Rivers.  —The  Blackwater  and  the  Ballin- 
derry  open  for  trout-fishing  on  March  1.  At  time 
of  writing  both  rivers  are  high  and  discoloured. 
The  past  spawning  season  on  these  streams  was  one 
of  the  best  for  years,  judging  by  the  number  of 
salmon  on  the  redds. — J.  A.  B. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Penzance. — Fair  sport  generally  with  whiting  and 
gurnards.  A  few  large  ling  and  skate  have  also 
helped  up  some  of  the  catches.  Boats  have  been 
out  on  four  days.  Since  last  report  catches  eight 
score  whiting  down  per  boat. — J.  H.  Rowe 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — There  is  plenty  of  mullet  in  the 
docks,  but  they  are  not  feeding  very  freely.  One 
of  our  mackerel  boats  had  a  good  catch  last  week, 
wliich  reaUsed  £60.  Before  my  next  week's  note 
appears  the  glorious  first  of  March  will  have  started 
the  fresh-water  fishing,  and  if  all  reports  are  true 
there  are  plenty  of  fish.  I  am  mounting  a  case  of 
knots,  hitches,  and  splices  for  presentation  to  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society's  club  room,  of  which 
society  I  was  one  of  the  founders.  I  have  collected 
about  eighty,  and  should  be  pleased  to  show  them  to 
any  of  your  readers  who  may  be  interested  in  them, 
and  should  also  be  thankful  for  any  knots  that  I 
have  not  got. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssociafions,  etc. 

City  op  London  Piscatobial  Society. 
On  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  J.  Wame  in  the  chair 
fishing  reports  were  scarce.  However,  the  chairman 
reported  some  very  good  results,  havmg,  at  St. 
Ives,  on  Saturday  previous,  taken  a  mixed  lot  of 
some  two  or  three  dozen.  Further  progress  was  made 
in  subscriptions  to  library  fund,  and  in  addition  to 
the  many  items  announced  last  week  considerable 
donations  were  received  from  Messis.  Parker,  Snare, 
and  Wolff.  The  roach,  chub,  and  dace  com- 
petition (adjourned  from  Feb.  9)  has  been  fixed  for 
Tuesday,  March  1,  when,  besides  the  smaller  medal 
of  the  society  in  each  class,  members  will  compete 
for  the  special  roach  prizes  offered  by  Messrs. 
Gilbert,  Higgs,  and  Warne,  and  the  special  dace 
medal  given  by  Mr.  Haynes.  Notice  was  given 
that  there  would  be  a  supper  of  the  usual  C.L.P.S. 
kind  (to  which  ladies  also  are  invited)  on  Tuesday, 
March  15.  Tickets  (3s.)  can  as  usual  be  obtained 
of  the  hon.  secretary,  and  as  a  large  number  have 
been  already  bespoken  early  application  is  requested 
80  that  due  preparations  may  be  made. — Hon.  Sec. 

Qbeshau  Angling  Society. 
The  usual  weekly  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday 
last  under  the  genial  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Sidney 
Meyers.  The  arrangements  for  the  annual  dinner 
on  March  22  were  completed.  Kelvedon  has  again 
yielded  good  sport,  capital  bags  of  first-class  fish 
having  been  seciired  by  Messrs.  Gill  and  Bowman 
The  pike  outing  on  Saturday  next  will  take  place 
should  no  heavy  rains  fall  in  the  meantime,  as  the 
water  is  likely  to  be  in  good  condition.  Members 
desirous  of  creeling  specimen  roach  should  not  fail 
to  pay  a  visit  to  this  water  now  —  the  present 
time  is  about  the  best  during  the  season. 
The  discussion  on  "  How  to  Keep  Trout  Streams  in 
Good  Fishing  Condition"  formed  an  attractive 
feature  of  th  evening,  and  much  useful  information 
was  acquired.  Mr.  Eldred,  in  opening  the  dis- 
cussion, outlined  the  various  points  which  must  be 
considered.  He  first  spoke  of  the  banks  and  cover 
thereon,  and  suggested  the  planting  of  willows, 
quick-growing  shrubs,  reeds,  rushes,  etc.,  either  on 
the  banks  or  on  the  margin  of  the  stream,  in  order 


to  form  shade  and  protection  to  the  fish  as  well 
to  hide  the  angler  from  view.    Too  closa  trimmit 
of  overhanging  boughs  was  deprecated  ;  uiovab 
screens  were  advocated.  Dealing  with  weed  clearil 
he  suggested  three  methods,  each  of  which  ha 
advantages  ;  but  the  one  which  seems  to  find  mo 
favour  was  that  in  which  the  centre  of  the  strean 
was  left  clear  and  patches  of  we(  ds  left  here  and 
there  on  the  sides.    The  great  point  to  be  kept 
view  was  to  so  clear  tKe  weeds  as  lo  allow  a  flow  of 
water  for  the  millers  and  yet  leave  enough  to  forml 
a  cover  both  for  fish  and  aquatic  life,  etc.  Various' 
plans  were  suggested  for  this,  and  some  advocated 
the  extirpation  of  useless  and  planting  useful  food- , 
harbouring  plants,     Messrs.  A.  J.  Saunders  and 
J.  B.  Close  gave  accounts  of  their  practical  expe- 
ience  of  weeding,  and  the  latter  an  easy  and  ready  -' 
means  of  getting  rid  of  surplus  mud.    At  the  close  j 
Mr.  Eldred  was  thanked  for  having  introduced  such  J 
an  interesting  and  fruitful  discussion. — Hon.  Sec. 

HiOHBUBY  Angling  Society. 
At  the  meeting  on  Feb.  24,  over  which  Mr.  Jagels 
presided,  a  communication  from  Mr.  Adrian  Lumley  . 
was  read.    It  asked  for  the  co-operation  of  anglers 
(by    forwarding   all    fish    taken   suffering  from 
abnormal  growths)  in  helping  the  study  of  cancer  in  . 
fish.    Judging  from  the  experience  of  members  j 
present  this  must  be  extremely    rare,  because,] 
although  their  united  catches  must  have  totalled  aJ 
vast  number,  not  one  had  overtaken  a  fish  suffering-' 
from  any  such   growth   as   indicated.  However, 
they  determined  to  fish  in  hope,  and  if  any  of  them 
catch  a  fish  so  afflicted  they  will  submit  it  to  Dr. 
Bashford.    Our  special  reports  from  waters  hold 
out  some  hopes  of  angling  possibilities  at  the  week- 
end, and  if  the  fine  weather  holds  out  Barford 
water  will  repay  a  visit.    A  few  members  have  re- 
corded sport,  Mes5rs.  Potter  and  Forbes  having  taken 
roach  from  the  Lea,  and  from  a  private  fishery  on 
the  same  river  Messrs.  Lathy  and  Mitchell  took 
75!b.  of  pike  in  a  day's  outing,  best  brace  131b.  and 
121b.    Next  week  Mr.  Potter  will  read  his  paper, 
"  Some  Experiences  of  an  Unsuccessful  Angl  r," 
and  it  is  hoped  that  members  will  attend  in  fores.— 
G.  W. 

Piscatobial  Society. 
On  Monday  evening  Mr.  W.  G,  Fletcher  presided 
over  a  large  meeting.  Roach  had  been  well  on  the 
feed  at  Uxb.idge,  though  as  to  Newbury  Mr.  H.  T. 
Sheringham  gave  a  gloomy  account  of  prospects 
for  the  few  remaining  days  ere  the  close  time 
arrives.  He  stated  that  the  Kennet  was  in  flood  almost 
everywhere,  though  the  Lambourn  w^  within  its 
banks.  The  Kennet,  indeed,  had  besn  unfishab'e 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  trout  and  coarse  fish- 
ing seasons.  At  the  week-end  members  going  to 
Uxbridge,  however,  had  made  good  bags  of  roach. 
No  fewer  than  four  members  brought  up  samples 
for  the  edification  of  those  who  had  be.>n  unable  to 
go  down  to  the  waterside.  The  chairman  had  a 
trayful  all  to  himself,  part  of  a  large  catch,  of 
which  he  retained  two  dozen  and  a  half  good  fish. 
Several  he  exhibited  weighed  lib.  apiece.  Messrs. 
A.  H.  Dunn,  H.  P.  Thompson,  and  M.  d^  Courcy 
filled  a  second  tray  between  them  with  a  few  of  the 
best  examples  in  their  catches.  The  shows  were,  it 
goes  without  saying,  much  admired,  the  roach  being 
in  fine  condition.  The  President,  Mr.  H.  H.  Brown, 
had  journeyed  to  South  Hants  on  grayling  fishing 
intent,  but  ne'er  a  fish  did  he  get.  The  water  was 
clear,  but  of  fly  there  was  none.  The  trout  took,„ 
but  grayling  neither  rose  nor  fed.  Several  impor-j| 
tant  alterations  have  been  made  in  connection  wittql 
the  fishing  tickets  members  are  allowed  to  take  for 
their  friends  desiring  to  visit  the  society's  waters. 
Next  Monday  will  be  a  gala  night,  for  the  ever 
popular  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  will  give  a  lantern 
exhibition  of  coloured  photography. — Hon.  Sec. 


Northern  Anglers'  Association. 
A  meeting  of  the  executive  council  was  held  at 
Bolton  on  Feb.  13,  Mr.  E.  Evans,  president,  in  the 
chair.  The  question  of  Sunday  fishing  in  Lancaster 
Canal  was  very  fully  discussed,  and  the  secretary! 
read  letters  which  had  passed  between  the  authori- 
ties and  himself  on  the  subject;  his  action  and 
letters  were  approved,  notice  of  any  alteration  to 
be  forwarded  to  the  council  later  on  ;  the  Defence 
Fund  balance  to  be  deposited  at  the  Wood-streef 
Savings  Bank,  Bolton.  A  grand  fishing  match  was 
arranged  for  June  18  on  the  Lancaster  Canal.  The 
Carlisle  Angling  Association  have  consented  to 
issue  tickets  for  coarse  fishing  in  the  River  Eden  at 
a  cheap  rate  to  Northern  Anglers.  Newly-formed 
centres  at  Plank  Lane  and  Little  Lever  were 
admitted  into  the  association.  Messrs.  Redford 
and  Cuerden  were  reappointed  representatives  on 
the  National  Federation  of  Anglers  Council,  and  A 
number  of  smaller  matters  were  dealt  with,  the 
council  afterwards  partaking  of  an  excellent  tea  on 
the  invitation  of  the  Bolton  centre. — Thos.  W. 
Redford,  Hon.  Sec. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


rOLLACK  AVITH  ROD  AND  REEL. 
By  Edwakd  a.  Samuels. 


I  WONDEB  how  luauy  anglers  have  taken  the 
pollack,  and  by  anglers  I  mean  those  who  use  the 
rod  and  not  the  hand-line  fishermen,  for  to  the 
latter  the  fish  is  by  no  means  a  stranger.  Possibly 
raanj-  of  my  brothers  of  the  angle  know  all  about 
the  fish  and  its  peculiarities,  but  probably  very  few 
ha\  e  made  its  accjuaintance,  or  if  they  have,  I  have 
never  seen  anytliing  on  record  relating  to  what  they 
have  done. 

Although  the  pollack  is  owti  cousin  to  the  cod, 
being  included  by  ichthyologists  in  the  same  family 
with  the  better  knowii  species,  it  is  very  much  more 
gamy,  not  only  in  general  appearance,  but  in  habits 
also.  Everyone  who  is  famihar  with  it,  either  in 
the  flesh  or  in  the  illustrations  that  have  been  made 
of  it,  has  noticed  its  trim,  game  fish  form,  and  has 
undoubtedly  come  to  the  opinion  that  it  is  endowed 
with  great  strength  and  activity  ;  and  such  is  the 
case  ;  without  the  element  contours  of  the  salmon, 
it  has  much  of  the  speed  and  strength  of  that  fish  ; 
in  fact,  in  the  far  north  it  is  often  called  the  sea 
salmon,  in  consequence  of  possessing  the  qualities 
I  have  named. 

Xow,  although  my  experience  with  this  fish  has 
not  been  very  extensive,  it  may  perhaps  be  of 
interest  and  may  furnish  a  poiater  to  those  anglers 
who  enjoy  a  vacation  at  the  sea  coast  where  the 
pollack  is  found. 

This  fish  is  pretty  widely  distributed,  and  occiu-s 
at  a  great  number  of  points  on  our  shores,  ranging 
from  the  latitude  of  New  York  to  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence. 

Some  idea  of  the  abundance  of  this  fish  may  be 
formed  when  I  state  that  in  the  report  of  the  Fish 
Commissioners  of  Massachusetts  for  1902,  the  latest, 
I  believe,  of  the  series  that  has  yet  been  printed, 
the  catch  in  that  State  in  the  seines,  weirs,  pounds, 
etc.,  is  given  as  having  been  1,149,4161b.,  in  which 
the  catch  by  hand-line  fishermen  on  the  coast,  of 
course,  is  not  included.  Its  abundance  continues  as 
latitude  increases,  for  in  a  recent  number  of  the 
Canadian  Fisheries'  Report  the  catch  for  the 
Dominion  was  about  9,940,0001b.  for  the  year. 

Though,  as  before  stated,  closely  related  to  the 
cod  and  haddock,  its  feeding  habits  are  in  general 
quite  different  from  theirs,  for  it  seeks  its  food 
mostly  at  or  near  tlie  surface  of  the  water,  and 
when  in  piu-suit  of  schools  of  herring,  mackerel, 
alewives,  etc.,  it  darts  about  with  mucli  of  the 
activity  of  the  bluefish,  often  jumping  about  the 
surface  of  the  water,  showing  its  whole  length  in 
the  air. 

An  account  by  Professor  Sars,  of  the  curious 
manner  in  which  they  surround  a  school  of  young 
cod,  printed  in  George  Brown  Goode's  book  on  the 
■"  Fishes  of  the  United  States,"  will  be  of  interest 
here.  He  says  :  "I  was  much  interested  to  see 
how  the  pollack  caught  the  young  codfish.  It 
looked  like  a  systematic  chase,  and  it  certainly 
looked  as  if  the  pollack  were  acting  with  a  common 
and  well-defined  purpose.  As  far  as  I  could  observe 
the  schools  of  pollack  surrounded  the  little  codfish 
on  all  sides,  making  the  circle  constantly  narrower 
until  all  the  codfish  were  gathered  in  one  lump, 
which  they  then,  by  a  quick  movement,  chased  up 
to  the  surface  of  the  water.  The  poor  little  fish 
now  found  themselves  attacked  on  all  sides  ;  below 
the  voracious  pollack,  which,  in  their  eagerness, 
often  leaped  above  the  water,  and  above,  hundreds 
of  screeching  sea  gulls,  which,  with  wonderful 
voracity  and  precision,  pounced  down  upon  the 
places  where  the  pollack  showed  themselves,  to 
share  the  spoils  with  them.  The  whole  chase  is 
carried  on  so  rapidly  and  the  young  fish  stay  only 
so  short  a  time  at  the  surface  of  the  water  before 
they  are  scattered  in  all  directions  with  lightning-like 
rapidity,  that  it  was  not  even  possible  for  me  to  see 
any,  much  less  to  catch  any  with  my  insufficient 
implements." 

Now,  a  fish  possessing  among  its  characteristics 
rapidity  of  motion,  strength,  stubbornness  in  resist- 
ing capture,  one  may  readily  see  is  worthy  the 
attention  of  the  angler,  and  that  the  pollack  pos- 
sesses these  qiialities  I  have  proved  on  more  than 
one  occasion.  While  it  has  not  the  intense  ferocity 
of  the  bluefish,  it  i?  aggressive  in  a  high  degree,  as 
iH  plainly  indicated  by  its  prolonged  under  jaw,  and 
although  it  ha.s  not  the  lightning-like  and  graceful 
movements  of  the  salmon,  it  gives  a  battle  royal  to 
the  angler,  which  he  will  not  soon  forget,  the 
averago  weight  of  the  fish  being  from  81b.  to  101b., 
and  20-pounder8  and  even  SO-poundors  being  not 
uncommon. 

My  first  acquaintance  with  the  pollack  was  made 
iirs  ago.    I  had  been  on  an  outing  on  a  salmon 

liver  in  New  Bnmswick,  and  was,  on  my  return  to 

Boston  from  St.  John,  on  one  of  the  steamers  which 

pliefi  between  those  ports. 

My  success  on  the  salmon  stream  had  been  in- 

'lifferent  in  consequence  of  the  water  being  very 


low  and  clear,  and  I  had  planned  to  leave  the 
steamer  at  Eastport,  take  the  river  steamer  thence 
to  Calais,  where  I  would  pass  tho  night,  calling,  of 
course,  on  my  old  friend  George  A.  Boardman,  a 
gentleman  of  the  old  school  and  an  ornithologist  of 
repute,  his  private  collection  being  one  of  tho  finest 
I  have  ever  seen,  and  on  tho  following  morning 
take  tho  train  to  Princeton,  at  tho  foot  of  Big 
Lake,  one  of  the  Schoodic  chain  of  lakes,  where  i 
would  secure  my  Indian  guide  and  supplies  and 
proceed  in  canoe  to  the  outlet  of  Grand  Lake  stream 
in  which  the  landlocked  salmon,  or  as  wo  u.sod  to 
call  them,  the  white  trout,  abounded.  When  our 
boat  reached  Eastport  I  had  my  trunk,  rod-case, 
and  other  impedimenta  taken  ashore,  where  1  soon 
followed  them. 

Considerable  freight  was  taken  aboard  the  boat, 
and  she  lay  at  her  dock  for  nearly  an  hour,  and  as 
the  river  boat  was  not  in  sight,  and  was  not  likely 
to  arrive  for  another  hour  at  least,  I  spent  a  portion 
of  the  time  on  a  visit  to  a  large  sardine  factory 
that  was  located  not  a  great  distance  fron\  the 
steamer's  wharf,  where  many  millions  were  annually 
packed  as  American  sardines.  That  late  lamented 
comedian,  William  Warren,  in  his  celebrated  play, 
"  The  Member  from  Cranberry  Center,"  described 
sardines  as  "  Little  fishes  biled  in  ile,"  and  that 
well  illustrates  the  manner  in  which  the  posterior 
halves  of  the  herrings  were  prepared. 

The  magnitude  of  this  sardine  packing  industry 
may  be  appreciated  when  I  state  that  sometimes 
many  hundred  bushels  of  the  little  herrings  are  (or 
were)  handled  by  the  packers  in  a  week,  the  little 
fish  having  been  taken  in  seines  and  weirs  along 
that  portion  of  the  Maine  coast. 

On  my  return  to  the  steamer  landing  the  Calais 
boat  had  not  arrived,  and  sitting  on  my  trunk 
awaiting  her  coming,  I  gazed  on  the  stretch  of 
waters  before  me.  Presently  I  saw  a  large  fish  jump 
clear  from  the  water,  and  then  another,  and  another, 
and  many  more  ;  they  were  scurrying  about  in 
every  direction,  evidently  in  sport  or  in  pursuit  of 
smaller  fish  ;  they  were  so  large  and  so  active  in 
their  movements  my  interest  was  awakened  ;  they 
were  a  decided  novelty  to  me,  for  I  had  never  seen 
anything  like  them  before.  Presently  I  asked  one 
of  the  men  employed  on  the  wharf  concerning  the 
identity  of  the  fish,  and  his  reply  was  :  "  Them's 
pollack,  sir  ;  they're  feeding  on  minnums  (minnows) 
and  little  lierrin'.  They  are  great  feeders  and 
mighty  spry  ;  it's  great  sport  catching  'em  with 
hook  and  line." 

The  idea  at  once  occurred  to  me  that  fish  of  such 
size  and  activity  might  give  good  sport  with  the 
rod,  for  I  was  always  looking  for  new  experiences, 
and  acting  on  this  idea  I  had  my  trunk,  etc.,  carried 
to  an  hotel  with  the  view  of  stopping  over  a  day  or 
two  and  making  their  acquaintance. 

It  was  then  quite  late  in  the  afternoon,  but  I 
secured  a  boat  and  oarsman  and  a  good  supply  of 
the  little  herring  at  the  factory  for  bait,  and  on  the 
following  morning,  provided  with  a  heavy  salmon 
rod  and  reel,  on  which  was  a  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  of  line,  fly-book,  and  some  heavy  bait-hooks 
and  the  supply  of  little  herrings,  I  embarked.  The 
boatman,  as  he  pushed  away  from  the  wharf, 
remarked:  "The  tide  is  not  just  right  here  now, 
sir,  for  pollack  ;  we'll  be  more  likely  to  find  them 
out  toward  Lubee."  I  told  him  to  go  where  the 
spirit  moved,  and  he  pushed  leism-ely  out  along  the 
shore,  I,  in  the  meantime,  affixing  a  hook  to  my 
line  and  baiting  it.  We  had  not  proceeded  more 
than  half  a  mile  from  the  wharf  before  we  discovered 
a  number  of  the  fish  in  action,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  I  was  casting  my  bait  among  them  and 
skittering  it  on  the  surface,  after  the  manner  of  the 
pickerel  fishermen  ;  it  was  a  good-sized  herring, 
nearly  six  inches  in  length,  and  when  it  struck  the 
water  and  moved  along  on  the  surface  it  made  quite 
a  little  ripple.  It  was  at  once  discovered  by  several 
of  the  fish,  who  simultaneously  made  a  dash  for  it, 
and  it  was  seized  by  one  of  the  larger  ones  and 
swallowed. 

As  soon  as  the  poUack  took  the  hook  I  lifted  the 
rod,  striking  the  hook  well  home  in  the  tough  mouth 
of  the  fish,  and  it  was  then  I  discovered  I  was  fast 
to  something  that  was  going  to  give  me  considerable 
work  before  I  succeeded  in  landing  it,  for  a  201b. 
salmon  could  not  have  offered  much  more  resistance. 
At  first  the  fish  darted  about  in  every  direction  vi^ith 
almost  the  activity  that  the  bluefish  or  striped  bass 
displays ;  it  then  took  several  quite  long  rims, 
causing  my  big  reel  to  sing  right  merrily,  and  once 
or  twice  appeared  above  the  surface  of  the  water, 
its  three  dorsal  fins  standing  erect  as  if  to  show  its 
anger  at  the  restraint  put  upon  it.  After  a  while  it 
descended  in  the  deep  water,  evidently  determined 
ta  reach  the  rocks  at  the  bottom,  and  it  was  only 
by  putting  the  most  severe  strain  upon  my  heavy 
rod  that  I  dared  to  give  it  when  1  succeeded  in 
turning  it  and  gradually  lifting  it  toward  the 
surface. 

It  was  a  stubborn  fish,  and  a  strong  one  withal, 
£^nd  for  nearly  ten  minutes  it  gave  as  gamy  a  fight 


as  I  could  ask  for  ;  but  tho  strain  of  the  rod  at  last 
brought  it  to  terms,  its  struggles  grew  weaker,  and 
finally  I  was  enabled  to  reel  it  in  close  to  the  boat. 
At  this  juncture  I  found  to  my  dismay  that  I  had 
neglected  to  bring  my  gaff,  and  if  tho  boatman  had 
not  reached  over  and  thrust  his  fingers  in  the  gills 
of  tho  fish  as  it  lay  exhausted  in  the  water  beside 
us,  and  lifted  it  with  one  quick  motion  into  the 
boat,  I  could  not  possibly  have  landed  it,  for  it  was 
a  good  I2-pounder. 

Tho  school  of  pollack  had  left  us  during  the 
struggle,  but  we  succeeded  in  finding  it  later,  and 
I  was  soon  fast  to  another  large  fish  which  we  saved. 
The  fight  he  gave  was  not  of  as  long  diiration  as 
that  of  the  first  one,  and  the  school  kept  with  us. 

As  an  experiment  I  then  removed  my  bait  hook, 
and  to  my  double  gut  leader  attached  a  large  bass 
fly  with  light  wings  and  put  it  out  on  the  water, 
and  at  the  second  or  third  cast  it  was  seized. 
Whether  i  was  too  eager  and  struck  the  fish  too 
sharply,  or  the  hook  was  defective,  I  cannot  say, 
but  when  I  lifted  the  rod  the  fly  came  back  to  mo 
with  its  point  broken  off,  and  tho  fish  went  on  its 
way  rejoicing.  I  substituted  for  the  bass  fly  a  largu 
and  strong  Prince  William  of  Orange  salmon  fly 
which  I  chanced  to  have  in  my  book,  and  threw 
that  out.  This  lure  was  quickly  accepted,  and 
another  lively  tussle  ensued  before  this  fish  was 
secured. 

Now,  I  have  no  doubt  I  might  have  filled 
the  boat  if  I  had  desired,  but  I  was  satisfied  with 
what  I  had  done  and  returned  to  Eastport. 

On  the  next  day  I  procured  a  small  yacht  and 
made  a  cruise  across  to  Grand  Manan,  where  in  the 
"  rips  "  near  that  island  the  pollack  at  that  season 
were  to  be  found  in  abundance.  Back  and  forth 
in  those  lively  waters  we  moved,  a  light  breeze 
giving  us  all  the  speed  we  desired.  A  hand-line 
baited  with  a  herring  six  inches  in  length,  and  my 
own  line  running  from  ray  rod  and  reel  and  similarly 
baited,  were  trolled  astern,  after  the  manner  of 
blue-fishing,  and  in  a  short  time  both  baits  were 
seized,  and  we  had  quite  a  lively  time  in  getting  the 
fish  aboard. 

During  that  tide  we  captured  with  the  troll  eight 
or  ten  more  good  sized  fish  which  the  boatman  said 
he  could  use  to  good  advantage,  and  we  then  headed 
the  yacht  back  to  Eastport,  well  pleased  with  our 
day's  sport.  Now,  whether  or  not  the  pollack  is  to 
prove  a  desirable  acquisition  to  our  anglers  remains 
to  be  seen  ;  my  experience  with  it  has  been  all  I 
could  ask,  and  that  it  is  often  taken  with  fly  is 
recorded  in  literature  relating  to  the  fish.  Goode 
states  that  at  the  Orkney  Islands  great  numbers 
eight  or  ten  inches  in  length  are  thus  captvu-ed,  and 
in  Chambers'  Encyclopaedia  we  find  that  '"  No  fish 
more  readily  rises  to  the  artificial  fly,  and  in  this 
way  great  numbers  are  caught  on  the  British 
coasts." 

As  a  table  fish,  if  cooked  when  freshly  caught, 
the  pollack  is,  in  my  estimation,  superior  to  the  cod  ; 
although  the  meat  is  not  so  white,  it  has  more  of  a 
gamy  flavour.  Like  all  other  fishes,  it  deteriorates 
rapidly  after  leaving  the  water.  The  weakfish  or 
squeteague,  if  cooked  soon  after  being  killed,  is 
really  very  palatable,  but  after  it  has  been  out  of 
the  water  a  day  or  two  it  becomes  quite  insipid. 

A  grilse  or  a  young  salmon  five  or  six  poimds  in 
weight,  taken  from  the  river,  dressed,  and  at  once 
broiled  over  a  good  bed  of  live  coals  or  before  a 
rousing  fire,  is  delicious  in  the  highest  degree, 
immeasurably  superior  to  one  that  has  been  kept 
in  the  market  for  several  days,  or  perhaps  weeks. 

When  salted  the  pollack  is  not  generallj'  in  a? 
high  favour  as  cod.  There  is  no  reason,  however, 
for  the  prejudice  against  it,  for  its  flavour  is  certainly 
as  good,  in  the  estimation  of  some,  better,  than  that 
of  its  cousin.  Its  fiesh  when  cured,  however,  is 
considerably  darker  than  that  of  the  cod,  and  this, 
perhaps,  may  accoimt  for  the  disfavour  in  which  it 
is  often  held. — Forest  and  Stream. 


MILITARY  JAPAN. 


Japan  is  divided,  for  miUtary  purposes,  into 
seven  districts,  each  of  which  is  occupied  by  a 
division.  The  headquarters  of  these  districts  are 
located  respectively  at  Tokyo,  Sendai,  Nagoya, 
Osaka,  Hiroshima,  Kumamoto,  and  Sapporo.  There 
is  also  the  Imperial  Guard,  with  headquarters,  of 
course,  at  Tokyo  :  they  are  to  be  distinguished 
from  other  soldiers  by  having  a  red  instead  of  a 
yellow  band  aroimd  the  cap,  and  are  a  picked 
corps,"  who  present  a  very  fine  appearance.  The 
war-footing  of  the  Japanese  army  exceeds  500,000 
men,  and  its  peace-footing  is  almost  200,000  ;  these 
figures  take  account  only  of  combatants.  The 
discipline,  courage,  and  endurance  of  the  Japanese 
army  have  been  clearly  exliibited  side  by  side  with 
the  troops  of  Occidental  nations  in  China,  and  have 
suffered  naught  by  comparison. — From  "A  Hand, 
book  of  Modem  Japan,"  by  Eenest  W.  Clement. 
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.  "  Receivinr/  a  kindness  remember  it,  and  conferring 
cue  forget  it.'' — Xenophon. 


As  on  former  occasions  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  dinner 
tliere  was  a  strong  contingent  from  Nottingham, 
and  these  gentlemen  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
fact  that  the  pleasures  of  the  evening  were  well 
worth  a  long  journey.  I  congratulate  the  company, 
too,  on  having  the  Fociety  of  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  the 
wi'll- known  secretary  of  the  Nottingham  Welling- 
ton A.S.,  Mr.  Jem  Hill,  Mr.  Harry  Selby.  "Teddy" 
Bfirtleet,  Mr.  .4rtliur  Dobson,  and  Mr.  T.  "  J. 
Hudson.  All  representative  men  are  very  welcome 
at  any  function  where  anglers  meet. 


On  Monday  evening  at  the  Piscatorial  Society 
Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  will  give  a  lantern  exhibition 
of  "  Coloured  Photoi.'raphy."  This  will  bo  a  treat, 
for  th3  skill  and  "infinite  variety"  of  the  lecturer  is 
quit""  equal  to  doing  justice  to  his  beautiful  pictures. 


The  nnnual  supper  of  the  Good  Intent  A.  S. 
attracted  a  company  of  over  forty.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett  presided ;  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  was  vice- 
chairman.  Messrs.  Barker,  Symonds,  G.  Hayward, 
(i.  Ritchie,  and  other  weH-known  gentlemen  were 
present.  Mr.  Gray,  hon.  sec,  gave  an  excellent 
iicjount  of  the  society,  and  there  was  a  very  sub- 
stantial list  of  prize?. 


The  final  match  for  the  Anglers'  Association 
Challenge  Shisld  took  plac3  at  Biggleswade.  The 
lulling  A.S.  and  the  Eagle  A.S.  fished  the  match 
oil,  and  the  Ealing  just  won  by  lib.  Joz.  Messrs. 
Barber,  Ashmore,  and  Bowles  were  stewards.  The 
winners  will  receive  each  a  gold  medal,  and  the 
losars  of  final  each  a  silver  medal  as  runnera-up, 
the  Ealing  holding  (he  trophy  for  ths  next  year. 


The  Gresham  Angling  Society  announce  the 
following  programme  for  March,  1904 : — March  1, 
committee  and  ordinary  meeting.  Paper  by  the 
Rev.  E.  Meyer,  entitled,  "Reach  Fishing  h  la 
Mode";  5th,  roach  outing  to  Kelvedon;  8th, 
ordinary  meeting ;  15th,  ordinary  meeting.  Paper 
by  Mr.  R.  Stanley,  entitled,  "Things  that  happen 
when  we  go  Fishing  "  ;  22nd,  annual  dinner,  Mr.  C. 
H.  Cook  will  preside ;  26th,  roach  outing  to 
Kelvedon  ;  29th,  ordinary  meeting. 


Once  again  that  up-to-date  railway  company  (the 
Great  Eastern)  issues  its  handy  little  pocket  guide 
to  the  principal  Horse  and  Cattle  Fairs  (1904), 
Rasing  and  Cricket  Fixtures,  and  "Angling  and 
Where  to  Angle."  No  less  than  thirty  pages  are 
devoted  to  the  sport  of  angling.  Nearly  all  the 
most  important  stations  on  the  G.E.R.  are  given, 
showing  the  distances  from  London,  and  what  fish 
are  to  be  taken,  not  forgetting  to  mention  the 
hotels,  farmhouses,  or  lodgings  to  stay  at.  There 
are  nsarly  200  pages  in  this  well-printed  waistcoat- 
pocket  guide — brimful  of  information  useful  to 
sportsmen  of  all  kinds.  Any  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  desirous  of  obtaining  a  copy  of  this  little 
classic  may,  upon  application  to  Mr.  R.  P.  Ellis, 
Assistant  Supsrintendent  of  the  Line,  Great 
Eastern  Railway,  Liverpool-street  Station,  London, 
E.C.,  receive  a  copy  free  of  charge. 

*  ♦  ♦  #  * 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce 
an  important  canees-sion  with  regard  to  the  avail- 
ability of  the  ordinary  return  tickets  on  their  rail- 
way. From  and  after  July  1  such  tickets  for 
distances  over  twenty  miles  will  be  available  for  six 
months,  instead  of  the  present  period  of  one 
minth.  Ret'jr.-i  tickets  for  distances  under  twenty 
milei  will  be  available  as  at  present — namely,  up  to 
twelve  miles,  two  days,  or  from  Saturday  to  Monday, 
and  for  distances  over  twelve  and  not  exceeding 
twenty  miles,  one  week.  The  availability  of  tourist 
tic'xets  will  genera'ly  also  be  extended. 


"  Did  you  get  t'lat  poor  man  free  who  was  charged 
with  staaling  a  turkey?"  asked  the  legal  man's 
helpmo  t.  "  Yes."  "  And  did  he  have  any  money 
to  pay  you  '! "    "  No  ;  I  had  to  take  the  turkey." 


That  the  low-lying  territory  of  the  Mississippi 
should  at  timts  bo  overflowed  is  not  surprising,  if 
one  considers  that  the  "  Father  of  Waters  "  draws 
supplies  from  twenty-eight  states  draining  one- 
third  of  the  area  of  the  United  States.  If  they  had 
our  recent  rainfall  over  there  the  Mississippi  would 
washout  all  Americai  ' 


A  SHOUT  time  ago,  in  a  country  village,  tiie 
father  of  a  boy  aged  four  happened  to  gj  out 
fishing.  He  did  not  catch  anything  during  the 
day,  so  as  he  returned  home  in  the  evening  he 
bought  some  kippers  for  his  tea.  On  arriving 
home  the  little  boy,  after  looking  at  his  father  for 
some  time,  crept  up  to  his  mjt!ier,  and  said  :  "Da 
not  say  anything,  hut  father  did  not  catch  thos3 
kippers,  because  I  saw  him  buy  thsm." 


A  PARTY  of  tourists  wera  being  driven  routid 
Killarney.  As  the  driver  came  to  any  plaae  of  not ) 
he  called  attention  to  it.  Upon  reaching  the  lakes 
he  exclaimed :  "  Ladies  and  g.  ntlemen,  you  n  )w 
aae  some  verj'  celebrated  lakes."  "  What  a  e  they 
celebrated  for  ?"  asked  one.  "Beeausj  they  have 
no  bottom  to  them."  "Rubbish,"  they  ali  criad. 
"  I  can  prove  it,"  the  driver  said,  "  Prove  it  then," 
they  said.  "Well,  last  week  my  brother  brought  a 
party  roimd,  as  I  am  now  doing,  and  In  told  them 
same  as  I  am  telling  you,  and  they  cried  '  Rubbish,' 
same  as  you  did.  So  he  dived  in  to  prove  it,  and 
never  rose  again."  "But  that  does  not  prove  it," 
the  tourists  exclaimed ;  "he  might  have  got  stuck 
in  the  mud."  "But  ho  did  not,  because  the  next 
day  he  cabled  over  from  Australia  for  mo  to  send 
his  clothes." 


I  WAS  at  a  children's  p^rty  the  other  night,  and 
for  the  time  a  child.  Would  I  could  remain  onr?  for 
a  while  !  The  company  included  aphilos  >pher,  one 
of  those  who  are  always  trying  to  "  combim  know- 
ledge with  amu-ement."  He  asked  the  lilt'e  ones 
why  they  said  "  mummi  •,"  "mamma,"  and 
"mammy,"  instead  of  "mother,"  and  having  got 
answers — more  or  less  satisfactory — to  thes3  ques- 
tions, he  proceeded : 

Stand  up,  ye  spallers,  now,  and  spsll — 

Spell  phenakistosaope  and  knell ; 

Or  take  some  simple  word  as  chilly. 

Or  gauger,  or  the  garden  lily. 

To  spell  such  words  as  syllogism. 

And  lachrymose  and  synchronism. 

And  Pentateuch  and  saccharine, 

Apocrypha  and  celadine, 

•Jepnine  and  homoeopathy. 

Paralysis  and  chloroform. 

Rhinoceros  and  pachyderm, 

Metempsychosi?,  gherkins,  basqu"". 

Is  certainly  no  easy  task. 

Allopathy  and  rheumatism. 

And  cataclysm  and  beleaguer. 

Twelfth,  eighteenth,  rendezvous,  intrig  ler. 

And  hosts  of  otlier  words,  all  found 

On  English  and  on  classic  ground  ; 

Thermopylae,  jalap,  Havana, 

Cinquefoil  and  ipecacuanha, 

Are  words  some  first-rate  spellers  miss 

In  dictionary  lands  like  this. 
T  knew  the  valu3  of  such  teaching,  but  some  of  the 
irreverent  youngsters  christened  tha  philosopher 
"  Colney  Hatch." 


Husband  (reading) :  "  Old  Mr.  Hoppson  was 
buried  yesterday."  Wife:  "Why,  is  he  rea'ly 
dead?"  Husband  (sarcastically):  "The  paper 
doesn't  really  say  whether  he  is  dead  or  not.  It 
simply  states  that  he  was  buried." 


According  to  Lord  Rayleigh,  a  film  of  oil  on 
water  may  be  so  thin  that  its  thickness  is  no  mare 
than  one  twenty-five  millionth  of  an  inch,  which  is 
computed  to  be,  in  all  probability,  the  size  of  a 
molecule  of  the  oil.  So  if  you  want  to  pour  oil  on 
troubled  waters  a  little  will  go  a  long  way. 


Everyone  has  heard  of  Blarney  Castle,  and  the 
famous  Blarney  stone  that  "  creates  a  liar  of  the 
first  magnitude,  but  a  smooth  and  graceful  one, 
with  a  sweet  and  persuasive  tongue  to  win  woman, 
full  of  guile  and  blandishment  and  potential 
flattery."  But  (writes  a  correspondent)  there  are 
many  people — especially  Americans — who  believe 
that  they  have  "kissed  the  Blarney  stane,"  when, 
in  reality,  they  have  not  even  been  within  several 
miles  of  Blarney  Castle.  To  reach  this  famous  ruin 
the  visitor  from  Queenstown  has  to  take  the  train 
to  Cork — about  halt  an  hour's  journey— and  on 
arrival  there  proceed  again  by  rail  by  the  Muskerry 
Light  Railway,  Blarney  being  the  seventh  station 
out.  It  will  be  seen  therefore  th  it  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  a  Yankee  tourist  taking  a  run  ashore 
from  a  mail  steamer  to  make  the  journey  during 
the  usual  very  short  stay  of  his  boat  in  Queenstown 
Harbour.  Nevertheless,  if  local  report  is  to'  be 
believed,  many  cute  Yankees  leave  the  harbour  fully 
persuaded  that  they  have  at  least  seen  the  famous 
Castlo  and  it8_]still  more  celebrated  "  Blarney  stone.', 


Tuifi  first  rough  ship  was  fashioned  at  Nature' 

honejt  wish, 
Men  pushed  from  oft  the  shingle  to  cast  their  ne 

for  fish ;  v 
But  now  th3  lips  of  cannon  spurt  flame  across. 

the  tides. 

And  slaughter  mans  the  mizzen  and  murder  arms 
the  sides. 

O  darkly  ro'ls  the  ocean,  the  sea  is  full  of  graves. 
The  fe3t  of  Death  pass  bloody  and  dabble  all  the 
wavi.v, 

Tiie  feet  of  death  pass  bloody  to  stamp  his  fierce 

doc!  e  % 

And  once— Gad  help  the  nations— Christ  walked 
upon  the  sea  !  H.  B. 


Breakers. 

I  woke  at  night,  and  heard  along  the  beach 
The  solemn  music  of  the  ocean  roll, 
In  deep,  majestic  song.    It  winged  my  soul 

With  vast  desires,  and  longings  out  to  reach 
Meanings  of  things  I  could  not  comprehend 

Great  midnight  thoughts,  that  failed  for  lack  of 
speech, 

Succeeded  fast,  like  waves.    Each  after  each 
Came  separate,  yet  with  the  rest  to  blend. 

Something  of  God's  revealing  stirred  in  me  — 

As  keen  vibrations  coursed  the  wastes  of  time  — 
As  any  wave  that  throbbed  through  loagties  i.f 
sea — 

And  bore  me  on  the  crest  of  the  Subliino 
Into  the  breakers  that  inc=issantly 
Beat  on  the  margins  of  Eternity. 

— Guy  J.  BRiuciics. 


Higherwateh. 

Let  me  sing  of  Hookem-Cookem : 
How  the  rain  from  heaven  descending, 
At  the  will  of  the  Great  Spirit, 
Filled  the  rivulets  and  brooklets, 
Filled  them  all  to  overflowing, 
Till  the  mighty  Thamis  foamin? 
Rose  above  the  fields  and  hedges. 
Reaching  to  the  kitchen  door-.stop 
Of  the  fisher  Hookem-Cookem 
At  his  lod^e  at  Thamis  Ditton. 

I  would  tell  of  Hoekem-Cookem 

How  ho  ground-baiteJ  his  rose-bed 

With  the  ears  of  fai.-  Mondamin 

And  the  antenatal  blow-fly ; 

How  he  fished  in  his  back  garden, 

Sitting  on  h's  garden  railing. 

With  his  rod  of  pliant  willow 

And  his  line  of  cedar  fibre; 

How  he  watclied  his  float  of  goose  quil'. 

How  he  caught  the  monster  gudgeon 

And  the  roach  and  chub  and  barbel, 

How  the^mighty  carp  tlic  Proosi.^n, 

And  the  Tinea,  the  physician. 

Took  the  gentle  and  the  lobworm 

On  the  paths  and  in  the  borders. 

In  the  borders  and  the  grassplot. 

I  would  sinj  how  Hookem-Cookem, 
Sitting  on  his  garden  rai'ing. 
Landed  whopper  after  whopper 
Till  the  mighty  sun  descanded 
On  the  shining  Thamis  water. 
How  his  specimens  in  dozens. 
Mounted  by  the  stuffer  Cooper, 
Graced  his  walls  in  the  hereafter. 

--F.  W.  D. 


As  mountains  vary  much  in  form  and  height. 
And  birds  in  strength  and  rapidness  of  flight, 
So  differ  men  in  body,  spirit,  mind. 
Tastes  and  propensities  of  every  kind. 


Ted  :  "Have  you  got  the  river  at  the  bottom  of 
your  garden?"  Bob:  "We  used  to  have.  Now 
we've  got  our  garden  at  the  bottom  of  the  river." 


"  How  to  cement  a  friendship  ? "  Why,  by 
purchasing  something  which  will  "  stick  closer  than 
a  brother  !  "  Where  to  get  this  commoditj'  ?  As 
the  druggists  say,  "  It  may  be  procured  at  all 
respectab'e  chemists."  Of  course  /  moan  every 
respectable  fishing  tackle  emporium.  "Aquaglue" 
it  is  called,  and  a  simple  bottle  may  bo  bought  for 
3d.  Mr.  GiUott,  of  Fetter-lane,  London,  always 
"stocks"  it.  It  will  bind  and  mend  and  heal 
almost  everything  but  a  broken  heart.  This  is  not 
an  advertisement,  but  it  is  like  "  Grant's  Morella 
Cherry  Brandy  " — you  should  always  keep  it  handy. 
Don't  put  it  in  your  coat  pocket  and  sit  on  it,  as 
yo\i  will  find  it  difficult  to  get  unstuck. 

I  Dragnet,  ] 


February  27,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


151 


Pfovineial  flfigliog  llotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  more  changes  iii  the  weather 
arrangements  since  my  last  notes  were  sent  on.  We 
have  had  rain,  snow,  hail,  and  wind.  The  latter 
has  been  very  powerful,  but  it  has  done  one  thing 
— it  has  beea  tlia  chief  factor  of  drying  the  roads 
and  fields  ;  but  still  the  rivers  have  been  unfishable, 
and  will  remain  so  for  some  time  to  come  as  the  water 
has  been  out  over  the  banks,  not  for  yards,  but  in  the 
low-lying  districts  for  miles,  and  there  is  no  prospect 
of  fishing  this  side  of  the  close  season  as  the  banks  of 
the  rivers  are  in  a  very  bad  condition.  We  have 
had  a  very  nice  change  in  the  weather  the  last  few 
days,  and  pool  and  canal  fishing  should  be  extra 
good.  A  few  of  our  members  have  visited  Harborno 
reservoir,  and  have  met  with  decent  sport.  Roach  and 
perch  have  been  taken,  and  the  pools  in  Cannon 
Hill  Park  have  provided  some  sport  for  the  pike  fisher- 
men. Fishing  at  the  pools  in  Sutton  Park  has  also 
been  fairly  good.  Langmore  Pool,  which  is  rented  by 
the  Aston  Britannia  Club,  has  been  restocked  with 
roach  and  perch.  Canal  fishing  has  been  quiet 
owing;  to  the  bad  weather,  but  if  the  present  state 
of  things  will  only  last  we  may  have  a  good  time  of 
it  previous  to  March  15. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Angling  on  the  Fen  waters  has  now  been  pretty 
generally  resumed,  and  the  streams  are  all  the 
better  for  the  rise  they  recently  underwent.  Roach 
fishing  is  being  prosecuted  with  successful  results. 
The  middle  reaches  of  the  Forty-foot  have  yielded 
some  good  bags  of  roach.  Pike  fishing  continues  to 
be  followed  with  success. 

FROM  HULL  AND 'DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  rather  favourable  for 
angling  during  the  week,  consequently  anglers  have 
had  little  to  complain  of  in  that  respect.  The 
rivers  and  streams  are  now  (Feb.  24)  in  most 
quarters  in  very  fair  condition  for  operations, 
either  in  pike  or  roach  fishing.  Several  anglers 
have  visited  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  and  from 
the, top  ponds  have  seciured  some  nice  roach  and 
perch.  Pike  fishermen  have  also  creeled  fish  up  to 
about  71b.  each  with  live  bait  fishing.  Some  nice 
roach  going  from  Jib.  to  lib,  each  have  been  taken 
in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull  and  Driffield 
Canal,  and  one  was  shown  last  week  end  at  the 
Sandringham  club  house  that  scaled  lib.  13oz.  The 
lower  waters  of  the  river  at  Wawne  and  Cicely 
are  also  in  very  fair  order,  and  from  the 
former  place  a  few  good  roach  and  perch 
have  been  secured  in' worm  fishing.  The  Hull  News 
prize  for  specimen  fish  caught  during  the  past 
season  of  1903  has  been  secured  by  Mr.  G.  W. 
Bransom,  president  of  the  Rising  Sun  Angling 
Society,  who  had  weighed  in  during  the  season 
three  dace  of  7oz.  each  and  six  roach  scaling  from 
lib.  to  lib.  oioz.  each.  In  the  mora  sheltered  parts 
"of  the  river  a  few  early  flies  are  showing  themselves 
«t  times,  and  trout  seem  fairly  forward  in  the  upper 
waters  and  streams  ;  therefore,  prospects  should  be 
fairly  good  on  thesa  waters  when  the  season  opens 
on  -March  I'i. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Sine?  my  last  notes  fishing  has  considerably  im- 
proved owing  to  a  rapid  thaw  which  occurred  last 
week-end.  On  Saturday  morning  the  different 
streams  were  in  spate,  but  little  was  done  owing  to 
the  "snow  broth"  in  the  water,  and  but  one  decent 
basket  of  some  two  dozen  trout  came  under  notice, 
mostly  taken  with  running  worms.  Monday  saw 
the  wind  up  in  the  north,  but  there  werj  occasional 
bright  intervals  of  sunshine,  and  fish  rose  with 
r  finsiderabla  freedom.  I  tried  my  luck  on  one  of 
t  he  smaller  straarns,  and  accounted  for  the  respect- 
.  able  lot  of  thirty-on-,  all  killed  witli  fly. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

In  connection  with  the  development  of  the  fish- 
'  in  Buttermere  lake  it  is  grat.f  jing  to  know  that 
'';  stock  fish  turned  in  were  bred  in  this  country 
I  the  Oakenclough  Fishery,  Garstang.  If  report  is 
to  be  believed,  some  alterations  have  been  made  in 
the  fishing  club  at  Wyresdale  ;  in  fact,  it  is  practi- 
cally  reconstruction.  For  the  future  the  control- 
lin;?  power  will  be  at  Liverpool,  and  the  fishing 
confined  entirely  to  fly  fishing.  If  there  are 
restrictions  put  on  the  fishing  in  the  Kibble  no  one 
U  to  blame  but  those  who  threatened  the  so-called 
"  Teat  Cases,"  but  went  no  further  than  threatening. 
The  Lune  Fishery  Board  and  the  riparian  owners 
deserve  the  bef-t  thanks  of  anglers  generally  for  the 
sportsmanlike  way  they  are  working  to  improve 
this  liver  all  round.  From  the  Warrington  Guardian 
of  Feb.  20,  it  is  pbtieing  to  learn  that  already  this 


year  no  less  than  500  members  have  been  enrolled. 
This  promises  well  for  1904. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  annual  report  of  lha  Manchester  Anglers' 
Association  is  a  most  interesting  document,  espe- 
cially to  the  members  During  the  twenty-five 
years  of  its  existence  this  association  has  done  most 
excellent  work  in  the  best  interests  of  sport.  The 
past  season,  during  which  almost  every  fishery 
more  or  less  suffered  by  the  weather,  was  a  record 
one,  for  no  less  than"2185  trout  werd  taken  in  the 
river  and  134  in  the  Tarn,  the  best  previous 
results  being  1844  and  01  lespectively  in  1892. 
The  best  month  during  the  year  was  August,  474. 
The  completion  of  the  new  rearing  ponds  at  great 
cost,  after  unexpected  difficulties,  will  certainly 
increase  the  prospects  of  the  future.  Last  Saturday 
the  Levenshulme  Ang'ing  Society  turned  in  250 
perch  of  good  siz»,  several  over  31b.  in  weight,  and 
16  tench,  from  21b.  to  41b.  March  8  is  the  day  fixed 
for  the  address,  etc.  to  the  Craven  Angling  Society 
and  their  friends.  The  Trafford  Park  Angling 
Society  has  ceased  to  exist,  so  that  another  really 
good  club  is  lost  to  this  city. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT, 

We  have  a  most  agreeable  change  in  the  weather' 
but  very  mild  for  the  time  of  year.  The  gardens 
are  full  of  spring  flowers,  and  look  quite  gay.  The 
land  is  drying  nicely,  and  in  a  few  days  the  agri- 
culturist will  be  very  busy.  The  Teme  is  still  dis- 
coloured, but  the  Severn  is  in  very  fair  condition, 
and  some  very  good  catches  of  roach  have  been  had 
with  worm  and  paste,  and  some  very  fine  chub  have 
been  caught  with  blood  and  brains.  A  fine  lot  of 
salmon  have  been  taken  in  the  nets,  several  of  them 
from  201b.  to  301b.  in  weight,  and  the  price],has  been 
reduced  to  Is.  Gd.  per  lb.  In  another  week  trout 
fishing  will  commence,  and  the  prospects  of  sport 
are  very  promising,  and  all  the  streams  should  be 
in  good  condition  by  that  date. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  little  angling  among  the  coarse  fish  has  been 
practicable  during  the  past  fortnight  owing  to  the 
state  of  the  rivers.  Ihe  waters  only  cleared  early 
this  week,  and  the  few  rods  that  ventured  out  had 
but  moderate  sport.  Mr.  Henderson  and  friends 
tried  the  Ouse  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bishop- 
thorpe,  and,  finding  the  water  in  splendid  condition, 
secured,  with  a  little  patience,  some  nice  roach  and 
dace.  On  Tuesday  evening  (Feb.  23)  the  York 
Amalgamation  of  Angleis  held  a  meeting  to  discuss 
sundry  topics  of  interest  to  WaHonians. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  unfavourable  since  last 
notes,  and  sport  has  not  shown  much  improvement 
on  the  majority  of  waters.  At  time  of  writing  the 
weather  has  assumed  a  rather  seasonable  aspect, 
and  the  outlook  all  round  is  much  improved,  as  the 
waters  are  getting  into  better  order.  If  the  weather 
during  the  coming  month  be  at  all  favourable, 
good  results  should  be  had  on  all  the  principal 
salmon  rivers  where  the  fish  are  accounted 
numerous.  Sea  angling  continues  suspended  every- 
whera,  but  will  be  lesumed  at  many  stations  when 
the  weather  gets  more  favourable.  Recently  15,500 
fario  were  successfully  put  in  the  Killarney  waters. 
The  fish  were  got  from  the  Trent  Fish  Cultiire  Co., 
and  were  delivered  practically  without  any  loss. 
Belfast  and  District. 

There  was  a  slight  improvement  in  trouting  at 
Woodburn  and  Marshallstown,  about  a  dozen  fish 
having  been  killed  since  last  notes.  Some  Blue 
Duns  were  on  the  water  this  week,  but  in  sparse 
numbers.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  very 
unpropitious.  Next  Tuesday,  all  the  streams  of 
Antrim  and  Down  will  open  for  fishing.  These 
include  tho  Maine,  Bann,  Sixmile  Water,  Clady, 
Glenavy,  Crumlin,  etc  ,  in" Antrim,  and  the  Crossgar, 
Moneycaragh,  etc.,  in  co.  Down. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 

bv  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  65 

and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 

19,950.  Winches,  Patentees:  G.  Beeching,  120, 
Coltman-street,  and  C.  Speich,  2,  Gordon- 
street,  The  Boulevard,  both  in  Kingston- 
upon-Hull.  Consists  of  a  simplified 
steam  winch,  more  particularly  for  uso  on 
steam  fishing  vessels.  The  barrels,  instead 
of  being  loose,  are  keyed  to  their  shaft, 
to  which,  or  to  the  barrels,  is  also  keyed  a 
spur-wheel  gearing  with  a  pinion  loose  on 
the  whipping  shaft.  A  compact  engine 
is  fixed  at  the  front  of  the  winch  so  that 
it  can  be  readily  removed  or  replaced, 
and  gears  with  the  shaft,  which  can  be 
connected  with  the  pinion  by  a  clutch. 


FISHING  IN  THE  LAKES  AND  RIVERS 
OF  THE  DERWENT  FISHERY 
DISTRICT. 

Season  1903. 

The  salmon  season  which  ended  on  Nov.  14  will 
be  long  remembered  as  a  record  year.  Tho  trout 
fishing,  which  commenced  in  March,  was  not 
favourable,  the  weather  being  very  cold  in  the 
early  spring,  and  trout  not  rising  readily  to  the  fly, 
although  a  few  good  fishings  were  made  on  odd 
warm  days.  The  lake  fishing  on  Crummock  was 
very  indifferent.  A  few  trout  were  caught  by 
miimow  trawling  during  the  day  and  evening,  but 
fly  fishing  was  a  complete  failure.  Bassenthwaite 
Lake  did  a  little  better,  some  very  good  fish  being 
caught  early  on  in  the  season,  and  a  few  fine  trout 
were  got  in  the  summer  evenings  with  minnow. 
There  is  every  hkelihood  that  Buttermere  will  be 
made  a  grand  fishing  lake  for  trout,  having  Ijeen 
leased  by  Mr.  Jackson,  of  Garstang,  who  has  had 
the  lake  netted  of  pike  and  large  trout,  which  are 
almost  as  voracious.  It  is  intended  to  stock  the 
lake  regularly  with  trout  every  season,  Mr.  Jackson 
having  put  a  great  quantity  in  the  first  season.  Of 
course  fishing  on  this  water  is  limited  to  a  favoured 
few  who  have  the  means.  Sea-trout  commenced 
running  earher  than  last  year,  but  did  not  last  so 
long.  The  river  being  favourable,  the  fish  camft 
right  away.  Sea  trout  fishing  on  the  whole  was 
above  the  average,  some  anglers  doing  well,  but  it 
required  constant  fishing  of  an  evening.  The 
weather  was  not  what  fishermen  would  consider 
ideal  weather.  For  good  sport  hot,  siumy  days 
are  necessary,  and  then  in  the  evening  a  good  basket 
is  almost  certain.  The  run  of  grilse  and  salmon  all 
through  the  season  was  unprecedented.  The  season 
commenced  a  fortnight  earlier  than  the  previous 
year,  there  being  a  succession  of  spates  from  the 
middle  of  July  until  the  end  of  the  season,  which 
brought  fish  up  in  large  numbers.  The  fish  taken 
at  Salmon  Hall  early  in  August  were  grand,  well- 
made  fish,  perfect  models,  and  in  condition  much 
superior  to  those  of  the  last  three  seasons.  Although 
the  Derwent  as  a  rule  is  a  late  river,  yet  given  a 
favourable  season  such  as  the  one  just  finished,  it 
can  hold  its  own  with  other  rivers  as  to  quantity  of 
fish,  which  are  a  long  way  superior  in  quahty  to 
those  taken  in  many  rivers.  The  season  all  through 
was  favourable  to  the  rmi  of  fish,  but  the  water 
was  never  sufficiently  settled  for  any  length  of  time, 
so  that  fly  fishing  was  not  what  it  might  otherwise 
have  been,  but  it  is  no  good  grumbling.  We  fisher- 
men are  usually  a  dissatisfied  lot,  but  the  season 
of  1903  is  one  that  will  be  looked  back  upon  with 
satisfaction.  The  record  of  fish  taken,  from  Ouse 
Bridge  to  Workington,  is  the  splendid  one  of  402, 
but  I  know  of  one  gentleman  getting  sixteen  in  the 
upper  Derwent,  and  another  getting  five  more  than 
reported,  and  with  other  odd  fish,  I  am  quite 
certain  that  450  is  a  low  estimate  of  the  actual 
number  of  fish  taken.  The  town  of  Cockermouth 
situated  as  it  is  ought  to  be  a  fishing  resort  of  verj' 
high  order.  Sea-trout  and  sahnon  fishing  can  be  had 
within  five  minutes'  walk  of  any  part  of  the  town,  while 
if  the  lower  reaches  are  fancied,  anglers  may  take 
train  to  any  of  the  various  stations  on  the  line,  and 
be  within  sight  of  the  river  all  the  time.  The 
upper  Derwent  is  a  delightful  part  of  the  river. 
The  scenery  is  fine,  and  in  early  spring  or  autimm 
one  may  see  the  \'ariety  of  colour  in  the  fohage 
reflected  in  the  transparent  water,  broken  now  and 
again  by  a  rising  trout  or  the  splash  of  a  lordly 
salmon,  with,  at  times,  a  ghmpse  of  the  hounds  in 
full  cry  with  the  horsemen  following  hard  behind, 
as  they  pass  over  the  rising  ground.  Here  one  is 
also  in  the  centre  of  the  Lake  District.  Bassen- 
thwaite  Lake,  within  five  miles,  is  filled  with  perch, 
pike,  and  fine  well-fed  yellow  trout.  Crummock 
Lake,  famed  for  its  trout  fishing  and  mountain 
scenery,  is  also  near  at  hand,  and  as  the  angler 
drifts  up  the  lake  fishing,  with  a  nice  warm  west 
wind  behind,  Melbreak  on  the  right,  Whiteside  and 
Rannerdale  Knot  on  the  left,  with  the  beautiful 
range  of  mountains  all  round,  and  Honister  Pass  in 
the  distance,  even  if  the  basket  is  not  filled  with 
speckled  beauties,  one  comes  home  mvigorated  and 
feels  that  life  is  worth  Uvmg.  All  \'isitors  who  come 
to  the  Derwent  say  that  in  no  other  river  can  the 
same  amoimt  of  fisliing  be  got  at  such  a  low  price. 
Take  the  fisliing  for  the  whole  season.  A  pajTnent 
of  30s.  gives  the  right  to  fish  all  the  board's  water 
from  Derwent  Bridge  to  Marron  Foot  ;  for  20s.  may 
be  fished  tho  upper  Derwent  and  the  Castle  water, 
nearly  two  miles  in  length,  t^pwards  of  thirty 
were  fishing  it  this  season  by  permission  of  ilr. 
Watson.  That  fine  old  sportsman  Sir  W.  Lawson 
gives  his  water  to  the  board,  two  and  three  quarter 
miles  in  extent,  from  above  Isel  Bridge  to  Buckham 
Island,  and  anj'one  holding  a  full  Ucence  may  fish 
here  three  days  a  %veek  by  applj-ing  to  the  clerk, 
Mr.  Burn.    The  Rev.  Daniel  Harrison,  who  is  a 
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keen  fisherman,  kindly  gi\ea  Friday  and  Saturday 
in  each  week  ;  and  I  maintain  that  the  angler 
cannot  get  such  privileges  on  any  other  river. 
Now  that  the  Fisliery  Board  has  boen  cleared  of 
debt,  by  the  good  work  of  Mr.  H.  J.  Watson,  who 
was  well  supported  financially  by  the  members  of 
the  Board,  it  is  to  the  interests  of  all  anglers  to 
give  them  every  support,  not  only  protecting  in 
the  river,  but  by  the  encouragement  of  fair  and 
honest  fishing.  There  are  members  on  the  Board 
who  are  willing  to  devote  their  time,  and  money  if 
needs  be,  to  see  that  the  river  is  made  a  success, 
and  it  is  only  reasonable  to  expect  that  all  fishermen 
will  assist,  as  it  follows  that  the  more  land  taken 
by  an  angling  association  tlie  more  anglers  will 
have  to  pay.  After  such  a  successful  season  as  wo 
have  had,  and  with  tho  Fishery  Board  starting  clear 
of  debt  and  a  balance  behind  to  their  credit,  it  put? 
new  life  and  energy  into  the  working  members,  wlio 
will  now  be  in  a  position  to  spile  and  block  the  river 
in  spring.  Then,  when  tho  river  is  well  protected, 
if  they  could  see  their  way  to  stock  parts  of  the 
river  with  trout — say,  a  few  thousands  eacii  season 
as  funds  will  permit — and  also  put  an  extra  bailiff 
on  at  once  for,  say,  four  months,  to  watch  the 
small  spawning  becks,  it  would  be  money  well 
spent,  and  in  time  would  bring  tho  Derwent  back 
to  its  old  glory  as  a  trouting  stream.  I  will  conclude 
by  quoting  the  remarks  of  tho  greatest  expert  we 
had,  the  late  Mr.  Frank  Buckland,  wlio  wrote  in 
Mr.  Mayson's  autograph  book  at  Keswick,  alluding 
to  the  Derwent  and  its  tributaries : — "  Frank 
Buckland,  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries,  Feb.  15, 
1878.  I  have  examined  the  model  of  the  most 
magnificent  fish  farm  in  Her  Majesty's  dominions. 
I  trust  that  the  result  of  the  inquiry  Mr.  Walpole 
and  myself  have  held  in  the  Lake  District  during 
tha  past  week  will  result  in  tho  cultivation  of  the 
great  water  system  of  this  region  so  as  to  increase 
'  food  and  sport '  to  the  local  as  well  as  the  general 
public."  Whinny  Holme. 


RIVER  LUNE. 

MEETING  OF  RIPARIAN  OWNERS. 

A  Meeting  of  the  I'iparian  owners  on  the  river 
Lune  was  held  at  Kirkby  Lonsdale  on  Feb.  17, 
amongst  those  present  being  Messrs.  T.  F.  Fenwick 
(chairman),  C.  W.  Wilson,  F.  Punchard,  W.  S.  Peel, 
E.  Shai-pe,  W.  Birchall,  T.  G.  S.  Garnett,  John 
Sedgwick,  Thomas  Woof,  W.  M.  Moore,  Mr.  Hatton 
(representing  the  Claughton  Manor  Brick  and  Tile 
Co.),  J.  T.  Sanderson  (clerk  to  the  Lunc  Fishery 
Board),  H.  D.  AVilson  (sDlicitor,  Lancaster — repre- 
83nting  Mr.  T.  G.  Thompson,  the  owner  of  the 
Skerton  Fishery,  who  was  unable  to  be  present), 
and  Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer  (H.M.  Inspector  of  Fisheries). 
Letters  were  read  from  Lord  Shuttleworth  and  Mr. 
Moser  expressing  their  desire  to  co-operate  in  any 
really  effecti\'e  steps  to  make  the  lAine  a  good 
salmon-fishing  river.  Mr.  Fryer  explained  the 
reason  for  eaUing  the  meeting,  which  was  in  conse- 
quence of  a  recommendation  passed  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  a  committee  of  the  Lune  Fishery  Board 
with  Mr.  Fryer  at  the  Town  Hall,  Lancaster,  when 
the  question  of  netting  for  salmon  in  the  Lune  and 
the  fishery  at  Skerton  was  discussed.  After  con- 
siderable discussion  the  following  resolution  was 
passed  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  C.  W.  Wilson, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Punchard  : — 

"  That  this  meeting  of  riparian  owners  on  the 
river  Lune,  and  others  interested  in  the  fisheries  in 
the  district,  being  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
steps  ought  to  be  taken  to  improve  the  fisheries  of 
the  river  on  the  lines  recommended  in  the  report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  on  Salmon  Fisheries,  pledges 
itself  to  assist  the  Board  of  Conservators  in  the 
following  manner  : — 

"(a)  By  raising  funds  for  defraying  the  cost  of  an 
efficient  grating  at  tho  tail-race  of  Skerton  Mill,  to 
the  construction  of  which  Mr.  Thompson  has  given 
his  consent. 

"  (6)  By  devising  the  most  practicable  means  of 
buying  up  the  fishing  rights  at  Skerton,  and  of 
facilitating  tho  passage  of  fish  over  Haltor;  Weir. 

"  And  that  the  following  be  and  are  hereby 
appointed  a  committee  for  tlie  purpose  of  carrying 
out  thcso  objects,  namely: — T.  F.  Fenwick,  J. 
Jowitt,  F.  Punchard,  C.  W.  Wilson,  and  W.  Birchall, 
with  Mr.  J.  T.  Sandor-son  as  secretary." 

Mr.  Punchard  also  proposed,  Mr.  C.  W.  Wilson 
seconded,  and  it  was  imanimously  resolved  :  — 

"  That  in  consideration  of  tho  recent  restocking 
of  tho  river  with  trout  by  tho  Lune  Fishery  Board, 
it  bo  a  recommendation  from  the  meeting  that  a 
restriction  bo  insisted  upon  by  all  riparian  owners 
in  tho  district  when  giving  permission  to  fish,  that 
no  trout  be  taken  Viy  anglers  under  tho  size  of  7in." 

J.  T.  Sanderson. 


THE  PRINCE  AND  PRINCESS  OF 
WALES  AT  THE  GRAPHIC. 

VISIT  TO  THE   NEW  BUILDING. 

Tiiii:  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  on  the  evening 
of  Feb.  18,  paid  tho  Oraphic  the  signal  honour  of 
visiting  its  new  building  in  Tallis-street,  Victoria 
Embankment,  and  of  inspecting  the  processes  by 
which  the  Graphic  and  the  Bystander  are  produced. 
Their  Royal  Highnesses  were  attended  by  the  Coun- 
tess of  Airlie,  Sir  Arthur  Bigge,  and  the  Hon.  Derek 
Keppel.  On  their  arrival,  a  little  after  five  o'clock, 
they  were  received  by  Mr.  Carmichael  Thomas,  chair- 
man and  managing  director  of  the  company,  who 
had  the  honour  of  propenting  his  fellow-directors, 
Mr.  .'Vugu^tus  Helder,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  Har\'ev  Thomas. 
Mrs.  W.  L.  Thomas,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  W.  L. 
Thoma  !,  tlio  founder  of  the  Graphic,  Mrs.  Carmichael 
Thoma.s  and  Mrs.  Harvey  Thomas  were  also  pre- 
fjontcd  to  llie  Prince  and  Princess.  The  royal 
visitors  were  then  conducted  through  the  building, 
tho  i)la:i  of  the  inspection  being  that  they  should 
witncrs  tho  various  processes  by  which  a  plato  of 
printed  matter  and  of  illustrations  was  prepared  for 
tho  printing  machines.  Thus  the  tour  began  in  tho 
composing-room,  where  their  Royal  Highnesses  wera 
shown  the  methods  of  type-setting,  and  saw  for 
themselves  written  matter  transformed  int )  print. 
Thonc;;  tliey  went  to  the  foundry,  and  hen  a  pige 
plate  of  type  and  illustration  was  taken  through  the 
various  processes  applied  to  it.  Plates  were  in  turn 
cast,  moulded,  (i.iished,  and  nickelled  ;  and  in  each 
and  all  of  these  processes  the  Prince  and  Princess 
manife;=ted  the  greatest  interest.  After  they  had 
seen  practically  tho  whole  method  of  preparing  a 
plato  for  the  machines,  they  descended  towards  tho 
machine  room  in  the  basement,  where  the  plates  are 
printed  for  publication.  On  the  way  the  /  visited 
the  folding  and  stitching  rooms,  here,  again,  paying 
to  each  detail  of  the  process  the  high  compliment  of 
cloto  examination  and  inquiry.  In  the  bas3ment 
eight  electrically-driven  printing-machines,  each 
with  its  complement  of  workmen,  awaited  the  arrival 
of  the  Prince  and  Princess  in  order  to  begin  the  task 
of  i)rinting.  The  machines  were  electrically 
connected  with  a  silver  switch,  which  had  been 
mounted  on  an  antique  oak  pedestal.  On  the  invi- 
tation of  Mr.  Carmichael  Thomas  the  Princecs  of 
Wales  pre.?sed  do-wTi  the  switch,  and  by  this  means 
set  the  printing  machinery  in  motion.  This  practi- 
cally concluded  what  we  may  describe  as  the  pro- 
gramme of  the  tour  of  inspection  ;  but  before  leaving 
the  building,  the  visitors  examined  with  great  atten- 
tion the  methods  of  "  overlaying,"  by  which  a  plat© 
is  so  packed  for  printing  as  to  bring  the  proper  parts 
into  relief ;  and  subsequently,  in  the  managing 
director's  room,  looked  through  the  collections  of 
war  drawings  which  have  been  made  by  the  Graphic. 
Among  those  in  which  they  took  great  interest  were 
the  sketches  sent  out  by  rxmner  from  Ladysmith  by 
the  late  Mr.  W.  T.  Maud,  and  the  drawings  on  tissue 
paper  which  left  Paris  by  balloon  when  it  was 
besieged  during  the  Franco-Prussian  War  of  1870. 
On  their  departure  from  the  building,  the  Prince 
and  Princess  of  Wales  were  loudly  cheered  by  the 
employ^}  of  the  Graphic  assembled  outside. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS; 
Will  "J.  M,"  of  Newcastle  West,  Ireland,  who 
wrote  re  fishing  there  in  October  last,  please  send 
full  address  to  F.  B.  Foerster,  26,  Castlegate,  York. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor* 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

AN  AGE  OF  RESTLESSNESS— OLD  IN"VEN- 
TIONS  RE-INVENTED. 

Dear  Sib, — This  appears  an  age  of  restlessness 
amongst  the  fishing  world,  old  things  are  to  be 
despised  as  if  our  forefathers  were  very  ignorant, 
and  continually  some  one  suggests  something  new. 
The  shape  or  position  of  rings  appear  to  be  attacked, 
but  I  am  still  inclined  to  think  no  new  idea  yet  has 
been  offered  to  better  the  old  ideas. 

I  see  rings  are  suggested  placed  reversed  to  the 
old  ways  ;  but  I  have  always  found  that  snake- 
rings  or  upright  were  good  enough  for  me.  If  my 
lino  did  get  kinked,  I  found  it  was  rings  too  small 
and  too  loose  a  line  often.  Lines  when  wet  get 
tighter  in  tho  twisting  of  tho  material  and  make, 
and  may  become  a  little  kinked  about  the  rings  ; 
but  if  a  good  fair  size  steel  make  is  used,  that  is 
very  rarely  tho  fault.  We  shall  see  if  the  rings  put 
on  in  the  new  ways  are  better — ^  should  say  more 
liable  to  get  hitched  up  and  twist  rt)und  and  become 
ohjcc'tionable. 


1  see)  also  a  suggested  new  minnow  mount.  I 
believe  few  makers  have  ever  seen  so  many  ideas 
of  mountings  as  myself  ;  one  \  ery  similar  I  used 
twenty  years  ago,  and  found  it  a  good  thing,  but  it 
did  not  answer.  1  have  foimd  by  experience  that 
side  hooks,  not  firmer  than  any  used  with  a  ring  or 
eye,  get  twisted,  and  I  should  say  this  one  will  be 
liable  to  release,  especially  as  it  is  a  known  fact 
trout  rush  at  a  minnow  sideways,  a  salmon  at  the 
tail  ;  and  I  believe  when  the  minnow  runs  up  tho 
line,  as  they  should,  the  twisting  and  riggliiip  of  a 
fish  to  get  loose  will  be  liable  to  j)ull  out  of  the 
holdfast.  I  sec  no  better  idea  than  the  solid 
mount  with  one  hook  treble  for  salmon  and  a 
double  solid  mount,  with  two  swivels  and  a  pair  of 
side  hooks  on  fine  wire,  wi-apped  to  the  swivels. 

I  have  also  seen  the  wire  traces  used  for  yearo  ; 
but  if  the  least)  kink  is  found,  there  will  be  a  snap 
and  the  fish  gone.    I  know  Messrs.  Allcotik  have  ^■ 
made  traces  with  rust-proof  wire  and  sold  to  the  % 
trade  for  years  ;  but  I  found  in  using  it  for  the  fly  . 
it  was  no  use,  as  it  becomes  very  brittle  after  a  few  .'' 
fish  are  caught.    Having  discarded  wire  for  fiy  > 
fishing,  I  say,  stick  to  gut  ;  besides  in  thii  style  of  ^ 
fishing  wire  is  dark  and  not  transparent,  which  has  - 
been  and  will  be  tho  cause  of  trout  not  coming  or. 
But  for  spinning  with  minnows,  I  believe  four  feet, 
witii  two  swivels  at  the  minnow  head  and  two  to  - 
the  lino  attachment,  works  well. 

I  see  in  the  man  /  kinds  of  flics  you  mention  the  , 
bodies  are  dark  colours,  but  after  forty  years' 
experience  it  may  do  for  a  black  fly,  because  these 
dark  materials  become  colourless  when  wet.    Now,  ■ 
the  March  Brown  :  I  have  never  seen  a  better  body  . 
than  dyed  yellow  stripped  peacock's  herl,  and  when  • 
wound  it  fonns  the  yellow  ribbing  and  is  more 
natural.    The  quill  of  teal  when  stripped  is  a  very 
good  material  in  many  instances. 

And  one  friend  of  mine  for  fifty  years  used  the 
thin  gutta-percha  u.sed  by  the  medical  world,  cut 
thin  for  a  body,  and  this  was  very  good  when  ribbed 
with  yellow  silk,  and  celluloid  of  the  right  shade 
makes  a  beautiful  transparent  body. 

My  style  of  flies  I  find  used  in  Devon  for  March 
Brown  is  fine  hare's  flax,  gold-ribbed  body,  brown 
mallard  tail,  partridge  hackle,  and  if  winged,  a 
dark  feather  from  an  old  cock  pheasant  wing. 
This  is  a  good  fly  on  all  Devon  waters  all  through 
the  season,  especially  on  the  Moor  streams. — Yours 
trulv,  ,  Taw 


V 

i 


TROUT  LICENCE  MONEY  NOT  USED  FOR 
TROUT  PROTECTION. 

Deau  Sir, — My  sympathies,  and  thoso  of  many 
others,  are  with  "  Rusty  Game."  I  am  situatod  iu 
a  district  over  which  the  Fowcy  Conservator;  ex:r- 
cise  the  right  of  collecting  money  from  those  who 
are  honest  or  foolish  enough  to  pay  for  licsncs  to 
fish  for  trout.  The  Ucance  is  not  excessive  it  is  true 
(53. — it  was  3s.  two  years  ago)  ;  but  why  do  we  pay 
at  all  ?  I  am  quite  ignorant  of  the  Freshwater 
Fishery  Act,  but  it  seems  a  very  unjust  Act  which 
imposes  a  tax  from  which  wo  derive  no  bansfit  and 
practically  no  protection  from  those  who  do  not  pay 
and  others  who  do  even  worse. 

I  have  fished  this  district  for  eight  year.i,  and^ 
think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  salmon  are  onl 
obtained  in  the  Fowey.'  In  1895  or  1896  I  fi=hei 
this  river  from  Bodmin  Road  to  Doubleboise,  an 
also  from  Bodmin  Road  down  to  Lostwithiel.  This  ' 
is  the  salmon  portion  of  the  river  above  salt  water, 
yet  I  did  not  see  a  keeper  during  the  three  days  1 
fished  here.  I  have  since  fish3d  the  uppsr  reaches 
of  the  same  river,  and  still  saw  no  keeper.  I  hav3 
fished  constantly  during  the  whole  eight  years,  am' 
have  never  been  asked  for  a  licence,  and  have  seeiS 
a  keeper  once.  I  know  of  many  cases  of  poaching 
and  many  of  unUcensed  fishermen,  and  yet  can  do 
notliing  to  prevent  it.  The  police  have  no  authority, 
so  I  am  told.  I  have  written  to  the  Conser\-ator8 
throe  times  on  the  subject,  but  the  only  reply  I  get 
is,  "  Yoiu-  letter  will  be  laid  before  the  board  at  next 
meeting."  I  think  it  was  in  1900  that  a  keeper  was 
sent  down  to  these  parts — the  previous  visit  was  in 
1895,  I  am  told  on  good  autliority.  If  I  remember 
rightly,  three  prosecutions  resulted,  showing  the 
necessity  of  such  visits  ;  but  has  more  than  one 
\-isit  been  paid  since  ?  I  think  not,  but  I  am  sure 
any  energetic  keeper  could  find  cases  almost  any 
day. 

I  believe  it  was  in  1902  I  was  fisliing  the  Loo9 
Pool  by  kind  permission  of  the  owner.  One  of  the 
conditions  is  that  a  trout  Ucence  must  be  taken  out. 
As  I  was  passing  along  the  banks  of  the  pool  1  saw 
tho  head  keeper  of  the  estate  (who  knew  ma)  and 
another  man.  The  former  wished  me  good  morning 
and  good  luck,  and  asked  for  my  hccnco,  which  I 
had.  I  was  told  later  that  the  other  man  was  a 
real  live  Fowey  Fishery  District  keeper,  and  that  he 
kept  watch  there  a  long  time — how  long  I  should 
not  like  to  say  ;  but,  sir,  is  that  a  likely  place  to 
catch  a  breaker  of  the  law  ?  Woidd  a  man  go  to  a 
j)rivati'  water  in  private  grounds  without  a  licence 
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■when  he  is  cautioned  in  his  permit  card  that  such  is 
required,  and  botli  must  be  produced  when  called 
upon  for  them,  and  when  he  knows  there  is  always 
at  least  one  keeper  to  see  that  liis  master's  instruc- 
tions are  carried  out  ? 

It  is  certain  that  in  tliis  part  of  the  district 
we  do  not  get  our  share  of  protection.  It  may 
also  be  that  the  police  require  payment  for 
helping  to  keep  the  Freshwater  Fishery  Act, 
though  why  I  do  not  know.  If  this  is  the  case 
it  would  certainly  pay  to  give  a  fixed  fee  for  any 
case  brought  by  the  police.  Why  should  it  be  more 
illegal  to  carry  a  gun  than  a  rod  without  a  licence  ? 
Game  birds  and  animals  are  protected  by  police  : 
why  not  fish  ?  The  young  of  the  former  may  not 
be  killed  till  full  grown  :  then  why  is  it  lawful  to 
slaughter  trout  of  3in.  ?  I  regret  to  say  it  is  usual 
is  these  parts  to  kill  any  sized  trout?  and  baskets  of 

00  to  150  are  often  made  and  boasted  of.  I  might 
mention  that  some  years  ago,  when  I  began  fishing 
a  certain  part,  on  return  to  the  village  inn  in  the 
evening  the  host  asked  me  if  I  had  had  mvich  sport. 

1  replied  I  had  six  or  eight,  and  I  am  sure  he 
promptly  put  me  dowii  as  a  duffer,  for  he  told  me 
yir.  So-and-so  the  other  day  caught  120.  However, 
I  ventured  to  show  him  my  modest  catch,  which 
ran  from  ilb.  to  l^lb.  each,  and  he  then  declared 
that  lis  had  never  seen  such  a  basket,  and  would 
rather  see  those  than  all  the  trout  Mr.  So-and-so 
e\'er  caught.  After  that  I  was  not  told  how  many 
tliis  great  sportsman  (?)  caught  unless  I  asked. 

If  some  of  these  fingerlings  were  removed  from 
the  smaller  streams  to  ponds  and  larger  streams,  and 
poaching  stopped,  we  might  feel  we  w^ere  paying  for 
some  good,  but  at  present  it  is  about  as  imsatisfac- 
tory  as  it  could  be. — Yours  truly,  Fly. 

[It  is  quite  certedn  that  some  part  of  the  money 
taken  from  trout  anglers  should  be  used  in  the 
interests  of  their  sport.  It  would  certainly  not 
injure  the  salmon  fishing  interests  if  this  were 
done. — Ed.] 

PAINTED  SNIPE  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — Thera  is  a  well-known  aid  better 
dressed  game  bird  in  India  called  the  painted 
snipe,  the  varird  plumsg^  of  which  I  have  not 
recently  (if  ever)  seen  referred  to  amongst  mateiials 
for  trout  fly  dressing,  though,  of  course,  it  may  be 
emploj'ed  without  my  knowledge. 

A  couple  of  dilapidated  wings  of  this  bird,  which 
I  often  shot  years  ago,  turned  up  lately,  and  I  tried 
what  si  rt  of  flies  they  would  make. 

Enclosed  I  send  some  of  the  results  in  case  you 
or  any  of  your  friends  wou'd  like  to  try  them  ; 
aho  a  few  of  the  feathers,  of  which  I  have  not 
many.  Tha  barred  wing  feathers  are  beautiful  y 
coloured  orange,  buff,  g'ey,  and  black,  and  the 
deep  mottled  greenish  olive  one?  covering  these 
almost  look  as  if  they  had  been  dyed.  Still, 
BTiallrr  spf'ck'ed  grey  ones  make  good  hick  e3  also. 

The  flies  sent  are  of  diffe  ent  siz:  s  ai^d  forms,  and 
except  tying  ti!k  and  tinsel,  the  wing  feathers  and 
quills  of  tho  bird  only  have  b  ea  used.  It  is 
possible  some  artists  in  fly  tying  might  find  painted 
snipe  feathers  worth  procuring  and  useful,  alone  or 
in  combination  with  other  materials.  For  my 
samples,  I  fear  I  can  only  claim  the  merit  of  their 
being  sufficiently  unlike  nature  perhaps  to  prove 
attractive  to  fish  whose  mitier  it  is  to  assist  in  the 
perpetuation  of  pure  species. — Yours  tru'y, 

Benvvyan. 

[The  painted  snipe  makes  a  taking  wing,  and 
wou  d  do  well  for  March  Browns,  Grannom,  and 
Sedge-j. — Ed.] 


THE  LOCH  NESS  ANGLING  IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION  AND  SALMON  FISHING 
RIGHTS. 

Dear  Sir, — ThLs  is  a  new  a.ssociation,  and  consists 
'  I  proprietors  of  lands  bordering  Loch  Ness.  Your 

Occasional  Notes  "  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  13 
give  some  information  about  the  association, 
sent  you  by  Messrs.  Macdonald  &  Graham,  solicitors, 
Inverness.  It  is  said  that  the  association  has  now 
acquired  the  angling 'rights  of  the  whole  of  Loch 
Ness,  and  in  future  fishing  will  only  be  allowed  by 
licensed  boats.  In  an  advertisement  appearing  in 
the  new.spapers  it  is  stated  that  the  charge  for  each 
boat  for  the  season  is  £5,  and  that  persons  fishing 
without  permission  will  be  prosecuted.  By  far  the 
best  part  of  the  year  for  salmon  angling  is  the  short 
spring  .season  ending  in  April.  Angling  visitors  to 
tho  hotels  are  not  numerous,  and  generally  they  do 
not  stay  longer  than  a  week  or  two  at  most.  Tho 
hotel-keepers  will  not  bf)  willing  to  pay  for  half  a 
dozen  or  more  boats,  as  an  adequate  return  will 
not  be  got  for  the  outlay.  Vi.sitors  who  go  to  the 
hotels  for  a  day  or  two's  fishing  will  perhaps  not 
get  any  unless  they  pay  the  charge  for  a  boat,  and 
sport  would  have  to  improve  greatly  to  induce 
thf!m  to  do  this  for  tho  tirno  ut  their  disposal.  Tho 
"(alrn'iri  p;i--     'iii   tlic  Afari-t<.n   w^i^  con^^f I'lirt itI  to 


benefit  that  river,  and  not  to  improve  Loch  Ness, 
and  th  ■  association  is  not  entitled  to  and  should 
not  get  any  credit  for  that  enterprise. 

If  improvement  is  the  object  of  the  association, 
and  is  really  intended,  why  is  it  that  the  nets  are 
not  taken  off  ?  There  is  one  fishing  let  for  netting 
now,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  more  salmon  are  got 
in  one  week  by  the  nets  than  by  all  the  anglers  put 
together  in  a  whole  season. 

But  has  the  association  any  salmon  angling 
rights  in  Loch  Ness  ?  It  is  th  i  common  belief  that 
it  has  not,  and  cannot  lawfully  accept  payment  to 
give  permission  to  fish  for  salmon.  It  is  understood 
that  the  Crown  never  granted  salmon  fishing  rights 
to  anyone  for  Loch  Ness,  or  any  part  of  it,  and 
therefore  anglers  have  been  allowed  to  fish  on  it 
free  for  centuries.  The  assumption  of  these  rights 
by  th  3  association  and  the  restrictions  and  charges 
now  proposed  for  "  regulating  the  fishing "  will 
meet  with  the  most  strenuous  opposition  by  all 
classes  of  the  people.  It  is  not  likely  that  the 
association  will  carry  out  its  threat  to  prosecute, 
but  in  that  event  the  "  victim  "  will  not  only  have 
general  sympathy,  but  material  assistance,  if  re- 
quired. Claims  have  formerly  be3n  made  to  parts  of 
the  loch,  but  they  were  never  recognised,  and  have 
been  disputed,  and  no  organised  attempt  to  gain 
possession  of  the  fishings  has  been  made  until  now. 
Numbers  of  letters  have  appeared  in  the  Glasgow 
Herald  and  other  papers  on  the  subject,  and  some 
interesting  points  have  been  raised.  That  a  better 
understanding  might  be  arrived  at  the  association 
has  been  requested  to  let  it  be  known,  without  delay, 
from  whom  were  its  rights  acquired,  and  if  these 
rights  are  "  fishing  rights  "  granted  by  the  Crown  ? 
This  is  the  point  at  issue,  but  no  answer  is  forth- 
coming, and  it  is  justly  concluded  that  no  rights 
can  be  shown.  If  undoubted  rights  could  be  pro- 
duced, then  the  dispute  would  at  once  be  settled. 
It  cannot  be  expected  that  the  loch  will  be  regarded 
as  a  fishing  preserve  by  a  demand  to  that  effect 
from  what  appears  to  be  an  irresponsible  body. 
It  has  been  asked  if  it  is  possible  at  this  time  of  day 
for  a  few  individuals  to  grasp  and  retain,  for  their 
own  benefit,  public  fishing  rights  because  they^  have 
formed  themselves  into  what  they  call  an  "  Im- 
provement Association."  The  association  possibly 
lives  in  the  hope  that  its  possession  of  the  fishings 
may  be  acquiesced  in,  or  at  least  tolerated,  but  in 
the  circumstances  it  is  amazing  that  such  a  project 
can  be  seriously  entertained.  Ownership  of  land 
gives  no  right  of  salmon  fishing  in  adjoining  waters, 
but  annexing  such  fishings  in  the  unceremonious 
fashion  of  the  old  Highland  reiver  has  been  common 
in  Scotland,  as  the  records  of  the  courts  can  testify. 
— Yours  trul}%  J-  R- 

STEEL  BOATS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent, 
'■  Blue  and  Silver,"  we  shovild  like  to  point  out 
that  the  steel  boats  which  we  are  advertising  in 
your  columns,  and  to  which,  no  doubt,  he  alludes, 
are  not  particularly  suitable  for  open  and  stormy 
waters  ;  they  are  intended  for  use  on  rivers,  small 
lakes,  broads,  etc.,  though,  weight  for  weight,  they 
would  be  much  safer  than  a  wood  boat  even  upon 
the  open  waters  he  alludes  to.  We  can,  however, 
make  these  steel  boats  suitable  for  large  lakes  and 
for  the  sea.  They  are  made  pretty  much  in  the 
same  way  as  the  steel  lifeboats  which  are  carried 
by  the  ocean-going  steamers,  but  their  cost  is  of 
course  much  greater  than  the  light  boats  advertised 
in  your  columns. 

We  shall  be  pleased  to  quote  your  correspondent 
for  such  boats,  if  he  communicates  with  us. — 
Yours  truly,  Armstrong  &  Co. 

11.5,  N'Land-street, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 

A  DOUBTFUL  STATEMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — One  often  sees  the  most  extraordinary 
paragraphs  published  without  the  smallest  authen- 
tication. Here  is  a  sample  from  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Nov.  28,  1903  :— 

"The  most  beautiful  and  costly  fishes  in  tlie  world 
come  from  China,  and  the  rarest  and  most  ex- 
pen-ive  of  all  is  the  brush-tail  goldfish.  Specimens 
of  thtse  have  sold  for  as  liigh  as  £140  each,  and  in 
Europe  the  prices  range  from  £50  to  £100.  The 
brush-tail  goldfish  is  so  small  that  an  American 
silver  dollar  will  cover  it,  and  probably  there  is  no 
living  thing  of  its  size  and  weight  that  is  worth  so 
much  money." 

Now,  brush-tail  goldfish,  or  silver-fish,  or  hybrids 
with  tho  two  colours  :  fish  with  tails  like  a  steamer's 
propeller,  with  three  blades  or  four  growing  up- 
wards and  outwards  ;  fish  with  tails  as  long  as  the 
lateral  line,  nearly  transparent  or  like  a  piece  of 
thin  muslin  in  water  ;  fish  with  the  caudal  developed 
ill  a  bunch  like  unto  the  petals  of  a  half-blown 
dog-roso,  and  many  other  forms  are  to  bo  got  for  a 
ff^w  rents  eooh,  and  if  dwarf  sppcimpns  are  depirod. 


no  bigger  than  a  child's  thimble.  Size  and  caudal 
development  are  simply  matters  of  selection  and 
inbreeding,  and  all  tliese  monstrosities  have  been 
got  from  tho  original  .stock  of  Cyprinica  auralus. 
I  say  monstrosities,  for  the  movements  of  these 
fish  are  not  so  graceful  as  those  with  the  ordinary 
caudal  fin,  for  when  coming  to  the  edge  of  a  p->ntl 
to  be  fed,  the  latter  dash  up,  while  tho  other.s 
struggle  along  with  their  useless  appendages, 
reminding  one  of  a  lady  who  waddles  overladen 
with  heavy  skirts.  If  the  writer  of  the  above 
paragraph  is  sure  of  his  own  statement,  ho  had 
batter  start  importing  and  breeding.  Tho  fish  are 
hardy  and  would  pass  tho  Suez  Canal  with  a  littlo 
attention,  as  the  water  in  which  they  thrive  was 
tested  last  summer  up  to  eighty-nine  degroes,  and 
this  winter  tho  pond  has  several  times  been  covered 
with  a  sheet  of  ice. — Yours  truly, 

Kamakura,  Jan.  20,  1901.        Grey  Palmer. 

DURHAM  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING  ASSOCIA- 
TION. 

-Dear  Sir, — I  am  forwarding  a  copy  of  the  report 
of  our  first  annual  general  meeting.  I  thank  you 
for  inserting  our  letter  in  tho  Fishing  Gazette  of  some 
three  weeks  or  so  ago,  and  by  which  we  have  had 
some  inquiries  and  new  members.  All  the  riparian 
owners  whom  we  have  approached  through  your 
suggestion  have  taken  up  the  necessary  clausa  and 
are  enforcing  the  same.  I  know  you  will  be  glad  to 
hear  that  the  Wear  Fishery  Board  are  not  issuing 
any  licences  before  March  1  this  year,  instead  of 
Feb.  2,  as  previously.  Thanking  you  for  your  kind 
help. — Yours  truly,  J.  W.  Driver, 

Hon.  Sec,  D.D.A.A. 
[I  am  alivays  glad  to  hear  of  the  success  of  angling 
preservation  associations,  especially  where  they  issue 
day  and  weekly  tickets  for  \'isitors,  as  I  believe  is 
the  case  in  this  instance.  The  following  extracts 
are  from  Mr.  Driver's  report  to  the  meeting : — 
"  The  first  annual  general  meeting  of  this  associa- 
tion was  held  at  the  Dun  Cow  Hotel,  Durham,  on 
Wednesday,  Feb.  3,  1904.  Mr.  W.  S.  Dunn  was 
voted  to  the  chair.  Mr.  Driver,  tho  sscretary,  said  : 
— '  I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  first  report 
of  the  Durham  and  District  Angling  Association- 
Some  half-dozen  gentlemen  met  in  this  hotel  on 
April  29  of  last  year  to  consider  the  advisability  of 
forming  an  association  on  true  sporting  lines.  We 
have  held  our  monthly  meetings  regularly  since  m  a 
somewhat  quiet  way,  not  wishing  to  bring  th© 
association  before  the  public  notice  until  we  were 
to  some  extent  assured  of  success.  Seeing  that  the 
past  season  was  well  advanced  when  the  abova 
association  was  formed,  we  did  not  expect  to  enrol 
a  great  number  of  niemt)ers,  but  decided  to  do  our 
best  to  have  everything  put  in  order  by  the  opening 
of  this  season.  Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  John 
Willan,  of  Shincliffe  Croft,  we  hold  the  sole  right  of 
fishing  about  21  miles  of  water  at  Shincliffe.  Our 
members  were  of  opinion  that  if  v.'e  could  induce  the 
Wear  Fishery  Board  to  make  a  bye-law  preventing 
the  taking  of  trout  under  a  certain  hmited  size,  it 
would  do  much  towards  raising  the  a^•erage  size  of 
trout  in  the  river.  Unfortunately,  by  their  reply, 
they  have  not  the  necessary  powers.  We  then 
approached  the  various  riparian  owners  on  the 
advice  of  the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  Col. 
McKenzie  (chairman  of  the  Wear  Fishery  Board) 
asking  them  to  impose  a  limit  of  Tin.  on  their 
permits  to  anglers.  This  they  have  readily  con- 
sented to  do,  and  we  hope  at  an  early  date  to  stock 
the  Wear  with  some  good  yearling  trout.  We  have 
four  notice  boards  ready  to  erect  on  the  banks  of 
our  private  water,  which  will  act  as  a  guide  to  any 
strange  member,  as  well  as,  we  trust,  stop  non- 
members  fishing.  After  paying  all  expenses  the 
association  starts  this  year's  operations  with  a 
balance  of  £2  13s.  4rd.'  The  report  was  considered 
highly  satisfactory,  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  H. 
Thome,  seconded  by  INIr.  H.  Earle,  was  mianimously 
adopted.  A  lengthy  and  interesting  discussion  took 
place  on  the  taking  of  immature  trout,  and  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  that  all  trout  below  7m.  be 
returned  to  the  river.  A  \  ariety  of  subjects  interest- 
ing to  anglers  were  freely  discusssd,  S9^■eral  new 
members  were  enrolled,  and  tho  meeting  was 
brought  to  a  close  by  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Dunn  for  presiding." — Ed.] 


PARALLEL  FERRULES,  ETC. 

My  dear  Mr.  M.uiston, — I  note  Messrs.  Hardy 
Brothers'  letter  in  jour  issue  of  Feb.  13,  ana  in 
answer  to  it  wish  to  say  that  I  do  not  quite  s?e  how 
my  letter  regarding  American  rods  and  ree's.  in 
which  I  mentioneel  '"  para'lel  ferrules"  (Fishing 
Gazette,  Jan.  30),  coii'.d  convey  the  impr?.ssion  that  1 
think  there  is  something  wonderful  or  new  in  them. 

I  do  not  know  since  when  '"  parallel  ferrules  "  have 
come  into  such  general  use  as  to  be  "  fitted  com- 
monly by  most  of  tho  better  class  houses  in  the 
trade  "  ;  neither  do  I  know  to  what  class  of  rods- 
they  arf>  fitted.    What  T  do  know,  however,  is  this  : 
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(1)  Tliat  ill  a  great  number  of  Englisli  rods  handled 
by  nie  during  the  last  few  years,  well-fitted  parallel 
ferrules  were  not  the  rule  ;  (2)  that  none  but  parallel 
ferrules  ouglit  to  be  fitted  to  any  (juaUty  of  rods, 
whether  cheap  or  expensive,  as  practically  there 
is  no  extra  work  abcut  them  worth  speaking  of  ;  (3) 
tliat  a  properly-fitted  parallel  ferrule  makes  all  kinds 
of  "locking  devices"  altogether  superfluous.  I 
should  not  be  so  positive  in  my  statement  on  this 
subject  if  I  did  not  happen  to  liave  a  sufficient 
amount  of  practical  experience  as  an  amateur  "  rod- 
maker  and  repairer,"  and  if  my  experience  of  rods 
were  limited  to  the  "  wholesale  "  article  only,  how- 
ever excellent  its  quality  might  be. 

Now  as  to  pins  :  Messrs.  Hardy  state  that  they 
"  never  put  a  pin  into  their  cane-built  rods  "  ;  this 
would  show  apparently  that  they  consider  pins  an 
unmechanical  contrivance  unworthy  of  being  used 
in  connection  with  their  highest  grades  of  rods.  But 
why  should  they  be  used  on  wooden  rods  ?  I  am 
unable  to  answer  this  question  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 

^  In  this  country  the  very  great  majority  of  anglers 
are  people  with  hmited  means — very  much  so, 
indeed — and  it  is  from  the  point  of  view  of  this 
majority's  interests  that  I  criticise — whenever  I  find 
cause  to — the  average  make  of  fishing  tackle 
(whether  English,  American,  French,  or  German). 
The  rich  angler,  whatever  liis  nationality,  is  quite 
able  to  look  after  his  own  interests  and  to  obtain 
exactly  that  wliich  he  wants  ;  but  it  is  the  man 
with  small  moans  that  wants  liis  interests  to  be 
looked  after  by  those  who  have  the  necessary  quali- 
fications and  the  good  will  to  do  so,  to  the  best  of 
their  ability  and  their  judgment.  The  interest  I 
take  in  fishing-tackle  is  of  old  standing,  and  I  always 
have  tried  to  keep  my  eyes  wide  open  whenever  I 
had  an  opportunity  to  use  them.  The  first  time  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  representative  collec- 
tions of  English  fishing-tackle  was  during  the 
Fisheries  Exhibition  in  1883.  I  noticed  at  the  time 
the  following  defects  (from  my  "  independent " 
point  of  view)  : — (a)  rods  too  heavy  ;  (b)  ferrules 
fitted  conically  ;  (c)  dowels  or  tenons  vinreasonably 
long,  with  sockets  of  more  than  corresponding  depth, 
this  combination  leading  to  a  material  weakening  of 
the  rod  at  its  weakest  point  ;  (d)  dowels  tapering  ;  (e) 
pins  put  in  at  the  wrong  points,  just  where  they  are 
bound  to  weaken  the  rod  ;  (/)  pins  too  thick — and 
the  above  defects  were  genera',  not  confined  to  rods 
turned  out  by  the  wholesale  trade. 

It  may  be  asked  :  "  Why,  then,  did  you  keep  these 
remarks  to  yourself  ?  "  For  two  good  reasons  : — 
(1)  I  had  not,  and  could  not  have,  at  the  time  that 
confidence  in  ray  judgment  wliich  I  have  acquired 
since  then  ;  and  (2)  I  was  unable  to  hand'e  the 
English  language  with  sufficient  ease  and  precision, 
without  which  qualification  my  rushing  into  print 
hardly  could  have  led  to  anything  but  discomfiture. 

Of  late  years  I  find  that  rods  are  made  consider- 
ably lighter  ;  the  fit  of  ferrules  in  average  quality 
rods  is  much  better  than  it  used  to  be  ;  the  length  of 
dowe's  and  the  depth  of  sockets,  as  well  as  the 
"  pitch  "  of  the  taper  in  them,  havj  been  reduced  to 
an  appreciable  extent.  But  the  pin,  the  cur.sed  pin, 
still  remains  in  all  its  ugliness  and  absurdity  ! 

In  the  same  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  I  note  Mr. 
Cattley's  letter  regarding  "  Detachable  Rod  Rings 
or  Guides,"  and  am  pleased  to  see  that  he  corro- 
borates, to  a  very  great  extent,  my  statements  on 
this  subject ;  it  is  evident  that  there  are  a  good  many 
anglers  that  have  come  to  exactly  the  same  conclu- 
sions regarding  this  matter,  and  quite  independently 
from  each  other.  I  wonder  what  kind  of  novel  rings 
Messrs.  Foster  are  about  to  present  to  the  angling 
world,  and  whether  these  will  be  within  the  reach 
of  the  angler  with  small  means  or  not. — Yours  truly, 
St.  Petersburg,  Paul  Tcherkassov. 

Feb.  17. 

A  NOTE  ABOUT  THE  DEE. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  been  up  in  Aberdeenshire,  I 
send  a  few  notes  to  your  excellent  paper,  in  case 
they  may  be  of  use  to  you.  There  are  plenty  of 
fish  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Dee  ;  the  pools  are 
full.  Durris  has  done  well,  and  the  hotel  water  at 
Aboyne  has  yielded  a  few  fish,  Woodend,  also  the 
Gordon  and  Ackroyd,  being  the  most  deadly  flies. 
At  Blackhall  Castle  and  Crathes  Castle  waters  the 
keepers  have  done  well  with  large  flies,  while  on  the 
same  waters  Mr.  George  Nicol,  of  Banchory,  that 
well-known  bait-fisher,  has  got  a  few  fish  with  large 
lob-worms,  also  many  kelts,  which  were  mostly  able 
to  be  returned. — Yours  truly, 

Glasgow.  Hamish  MacDonald. 

IS  FISHING   PLEASURE   OR  WORK  ? 

Dear  Sir, — What  are  wo  to  infer  from  the  adver- 
tisement in  the  Fishinf/  (Jazette  for  steel  boats  in  your 
issue  of  Feb.  20,  the  maker  of  which  says  they  can 
be  used  for  pleasure  or  fishing,  eh  ?  However,  we  our- 
selves have  our  own  ideas,  haven't  we  ? — Yoxirs  truly, 

Sunderland.  F.  G.  Rodoebs. 


MEASUREMENTS  OF  FISH— WIRE  TRACES. 

Dear  Sir, — T  am  writing  to  thank  Mr.  E.  Sturdy 
through  your  columns  for  his  article  on  "  Salmon 
Measurements  "  in  your  issue  of  Jan.  2  in  reply  to 
my  query.  I  think  he  over-estimates  the  difficulty 
of  measuring  the  girth.  Unless  the  fish  is  mal- 
formed, it  is  easy  to  run  a  tape  round  the  thickest 
part,  which  is  where  the  girth  should  be  measured. 
The  system  is  not  exact,  but  I  have,  as  I  said,  found 
it  work  correctly  enough  within  a  few  ounces. 

Another  query  :  Can  you  tell  mo  whera  I  can  get 
good  wire  traces  and  spinning  flights  ?  They  must 
bo  suitable  for  heavy  work.  Gimp  I  find  gets 
rotten  at  once.  1  have  lost  several  good  fish  here 
through  faulty  gimp.  I  got  some  twisted  wire 
spimving  traces  out  from  England  (from  a  good 
maker),  and  foimd  them  worthless.  The  fish  here 
(in  Tamil,  "Kayal,"  "  Kalai,"  and  "  Kodavai")  are 
very  game  fighters  and  roquiro  the  stronge.st  possible 
tackle. — Your.-!  truly,  R.  A.  G.  Festing. 

Mullaritari,  Ceylon. 

[It  might  be  worth  while  for  makers  of  wire  traces 
to  send  our  correspondent  samples.  Piano  wire 
seems  to  be  of  graat  strength,  but  it  is  rather  too 
stiff.  For  salt  water  it  might  be  a  good  plan  to 
have  it  plated  with  something  which  re.sists  rust  and 
salt,  like  copper. — Ed.] 

GRANDFATHER'S  FISHING  LINE. 

De.\r  Sir, — I  enclose  you  a  piece  of  fishing  line 
which  you  will  observe  is  very  hard  and  stiff.  It  is 
over  fifty  years  old,  having  been  u.sed  by  the  grand- 
father of  a  friend  of  mine.  Do  you  know  of  any- 
thing that  can  be  done  to  it,  as  it  is  still  perfectly 
sound  and  very  strong.  I  have  tried  mutton  fat, 
which  has  not  made  much  difference.  Any  advice 
on  the  matter  will  much  oblige. — Your.^  truly, 

A.  Roach. 

[The  line  is  quite  strong.  "  Roach "  should 
fasten  it  loosely  between  two  posts,  and  then  take 
one  turn  round  a  smooth  round  steel  brad-awl,  and 
run  the  latter  carefully  along  the  line.  This  bends 
the  hard  line  without  breaking  the  dressing.  It 
must  be  done  slowly  to  avoid  heating.  The  stiffness 
having  been  reduced,  the  line  can  ha  rubbed  well 
with  deer's  fat. — Ed.] 

A  PIKE  PROBLEM. 

Dear  Sir,— I  should  like  you,  or  your  reader.^,  to 
give  me  the  benefit  of  their  experience  in  a  little 
problem.  I  am  allowed  to  fish  a  tarn  not  far  from 
here.  It  is  fed  by  a  mountain  stream,  is  as  clear  as 
crystal,  several  acres  in  extent,  with  apparently  a 
peaty  bottom.  At  the  sides  it  is  raedy.  It  then 
suddenly  shelves  down  and  attains  a  tremendous 
depth.  Its  shallowest  parts  are  over  tliirty  feet 
deep.  In  the  centre  it  is  said  to  be  unfathomable. 
So  far  as  to  the  lake  itself.  Now  as  to  the  fish.  It 
contains  pike  and  perch,  and  possibly  other  sorts, 
but  pike  and  psrch  only  are  caught.  The  pike  never 
seem  to  run  over  41b.  in  weight,  and  they  are  usually 
caught  by  spinning  roimd  the  sides  near  the  reeds. 
The  perch  run  verj'  small,  and  abound  all  round  the 
edges  of  the  lake.  Once  last  year  while  spinning  for 
pike  a  perch  of  over  lilb.  took  the  bait,  and  the 
owner  of  the  water  landed  him.  What  I  should  like 
to  know  is  tliis — Is  it  likely  that  such  a  piece  of  water 
contains  heavier  pike  than  we  have  caught  ?  If  so, 
will  anybody  give  hints  as  to  how  to  catch  them  ? 
Should  they  be  fished  for  in  the  centra,  where  it  is 
deep,  and  if  so,  how  low  do\vii  in  the  water  should 
the  spinner  ba  allowed  to  sink  ?  As  to  the  perch, 
will  the  same  conditions  apply  ?  I  should  add  that 
the  water  is  strictly  private,  is  carefully  watched, 
and  is  fished  vary  rarely  indeed.  Its  appearance 
suggests  an  angler's  paradise,  yet  with  all  our 
experience  and  my  own  special  study  of  the  pike, 
we  can  never  land  any  but  the  little  'uns.  The 
views  of  experienced  pike  fishers  would  be  interest- 
ng. — Yours  truly,  E.  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 

TO   BRONZE  ROD  FITTINGS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  meant  to  have  written  last  week  to 
thank  "  Benwyan  "  and  "  C.  C."  for  the  information 
which  they  were  kind  enough  to  give  me.  The  piece 
of  wire  which  "  Benwyan  "  sent  me  is  indeed  beau- 
tiful stuff,  and  should  certainly  deserve  to  be  suc- 
cessful. 

As  to  "  Quetta's  "  inquiry  for  a  way  to  bronze 
rod  fittings,  etc.,  the  following  from  Niven's 
"  Angling  Lexicon  "  is,  I  believe,  a  good  method  :  — 
"  One  ounce  oxide  or  iron  (rust)  and  loz.  arsenic, 
mixed  in  half-pint  nuiriatic  acid.  Cleanse  the  brass 
from  grease  or  dirt  by.  washing  it  in  soda  and  water, 
very  hot.  Wipe  dry,  and  hold  before  a  fire  until 
the  brass  is  well  warmed  ;  then  apply  a  little  of  the 
above  mixture  with  a  feather  or  cloth  wrapped  round 
a  stick  or  a  brush.  When  the  desired  colour  is 
reached  rub  with  oil,  which  stops  the  process." 


Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  if  this  mixtun 
would  be  of  any'use  on  nickel  fittings  ?  1  should  hi 
very  pleased  to  hear  of  any  plan  for  destroying  thei 
objectionable  brightness  without  altogether  ruimn( 
their  appearance. — ^ Yours  truly,  Penk.  ■ 

P.S. — The  boot-lacing  plan  is  quite  new  to  me. 

WHAT  IS  THE  BEST  FORM  OF  SALMON 
LANDING  NET  ? 

Dear  Sir, — I  will  bo  grateful  if  any  of  you 
readers  can  inform  me  what  is  the  best  form  o 
salmon  landing-net  and  mode  of  carrying  it  for  an 
angler  to  use  when  fishing  for  salmon  alone  on  a  rivel 
where  the  gaff  is  not  allowed. — Yours  truly, 

NOVOCASTRIAN.  I 



COARSE  FISHING  IN  IRELAND  W.ANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— A  friend  and  myself  want  a  week's 
fishing  in  Ireland,  where  there  is  all  round  good 
fishing — pike,  perch,  roach,  and  trout.    Do  you 
know  of  any  ? — Yours  truly,         John  Bartox. 
Duke  of  Clarence  Hotel,  Bolton, 
Lancashire. 

[There  are  no  roach  but  plenty  of  rudd  in  parts  of 
Ireland.  I  believe  the  perch  fishing  in  some  of  the 
waters  near  Dublin  is  very  good.  Mr.  Barton  might 
write  to  Messrs.  Weeks,  Essex  Quay,  Dublin  ;  also 
to  Messrs.  Braddell,  of  Belfast,  for  information.  I 
feel  sure  they  will  give  it.  There  are  perch  and  pike 
in  many  of  the  lakes,  but  one  may  fish  for  a  week 
and  not  come  across  them,  and  the  best  chance  is  in 
the  cana's  and  slow,  deep  rivers. — Ed.] 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  DEVON  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — After  long  service  in  the  East,  I  a^n 
anxious  to  take  a  small  house  in  the  south  of 
England,  such  as  South  Devon.  Might  I  crave  help 
as  to  locality  where  trout-fishing  may  be  got  within 
bicycle  distance — if  near  the  sea  an  advantage  ? — 
Yours  truly,  E.  A.  Aldridge. 

SPLICING  FISHING-LINES. 
De.ui  Sir,— I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
would  be  kind  enough  to  give  directions  for  i^licing 
fishing-lines. — Yours  truly,  M.  A.  J. 

INCREASE  OF  SEALS  AND  FISH-  ^ 
DESTROYING  BIRDS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  was  pleased  to  see  in  your  "  Occa- 
sional Notes  "  that  you  have  been  drawing  attention 
in  the  Nineteenth  Century  for  January  to  the 
increase  of  sea's  and  fish-destroying  birds  on  our 
coasts.  In  Shetland  seals  are  very  numerous  on 
smaller  rocks  and  skerries,  where  they  are  undis- 
turbed, and  when  they  get  into  the  voes  the  sea- 
trout  begin  to  disappear.  I  have  noted  this  over 
and  over  again.  Cormorants  are  very  numerous 
here  at  all  seasons,  and  on  the  cliffs  about  a  qviarter 
of  a  mile  from  here,  thousands  of  them  make  their 
nests  during  the  breeding  season.  I  have  advised 
several  of  the  young  men  of  the  place  to  destroy  the 
eggs  and  shoot  the  old  birds  when  they  get  the 
chance,  as,  in  my  opinion,  they  are  much  too  nume- 
rous to  be  good  for  any  class  of  fish.  As  it  is  gene- 
rally immature  fish  that  they  devour  the  harm  done 
is  all  the  greater,  as  it  takes  a  greater  number  of  fish 
to  satisfy  them.  I  have  heard  it  stated  that  a  full- 
grown  cormorant  requires,  on  an  average,  71b.  of 
fish  per  day,  and,  from  what  I  have  seen,  I  think  this 
is  not  a  bad  estimate.  During  this  last  year  I  have 
killed  considerably  over  three  hundred  of  these  birds, 
and  that,  too,  without  going  much  out  of  my  way. 
Others,  too,  are  shooting  them  down,  but  they  ar» 
as  numerous  as  ever  to  all  appearances. — -Yours 
truly,  T.  D.  Bathgate. 


DESTRUCTION  OF  OTTERS. 
Dear  Sir, — "  At  Ely  during  the  recent  flooda 
beneath  a  heap  of  cut  blackthorn  an  otter  gave 
birth  to  four  young  ones,  not  bigger  than  moles,  and 
blind  Uke  kittens.  The  place  was  near  two  bridges 
where  many  persons  pass ;  yet  she  would  have 
remained  undiscovered  had  not  a  dog  scented  her. 
The  otter  would  easily  have  held  her  own  against 
the  small  dog,  but  his  yelps  brought  his  master  on 
the  scene  with  a  pimting  pole,  and  she  had  to  escape. 
The  dog  savagely  rushed  in  and  killed  the  helpless 
cubs." 

The  above  is  a  copy  from  the  Cambridge  Expreti 
of  Feb.  13.  This  is  good  news  for  anglers  who  fish 
the  Cam.  Although  I  do  not  wish  for  the  otter'p 
extermination,  there  are  too  many  of  them  on  this 
river.  Only  the  other  day  my  attention  was  called 
to  see  the  remains  of  a  pike,  which  could  not  have, 
weighed  less  than  81b.  when  alive.  This  was  picked 
up  by  an  angler  close  by  Cambridge.  Complaints 
all  through  the  past  season  nearly  every  week  hav9 
been  received  as  to  them  being  seen.  WTiy  do  not 
the  fishing  clubs  offer  a  price  for  their  capture  ?-— 
Yours  truly,  John  O.  George.  , 

Beche-road,  Cambridge.  4 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.)  '  -fl 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORj 


A  Pleasant  Note  from  America; 


I  am  glad  to  get  some  more  of  his  always  inte- 
resting notes  from  Mr.  Theodore  Gordon,  of  West 
Haverstraw,  New  Yorlc.  In  a  letter  I  had  from 
him,  dated  on  the  "  Amateur  Angler's ''  eightieth 
birthday  (Feb.  14),  he  saya  :  — 

"  I  have  been  very  busy  and  not  too  well.  Have 
enjoyed  only  vicarious  sport  in  reading  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  What  I  should  do  without  your  paper 
I  do  not  know.  When  too  tired  or  too  unwell  to 
read  anything  or  work  at  anything,  I  can  find  rest 
for  mind  and  diversion  in  some  of  the  back 
numbers,  which  I  have  aheadyread.  There  are  so 
many  good  things  in  it,  so  many  interesting  argu- 
ments and  discussions  ;  I  know  of  no  other  journal 
at  all  like  it.  I  wish  that  it  was  possible  for  you  to 
give  more  of  your  own  experience.  I  will  try  to 
send  you  something  that  may  at  least  answer  for  a 
little  padding  when  you  may  be  at  a  loss. 

"  I  am  writing  to  a  good  many  of  your  adver- 
tisers with  a  view  to  buying  fly-making  materials. 
Have  had  no  leisure  for  collecting  this  year ; 
hackles  of  size  for  .3,  5,  7  new  Nos.  Pennell  I  am 
particularly  short  of ;  I  have  thousands  and  thou- 
sands that  are  no  good.  Our  little  club,  the  Fly 
Fishers,  held  its  annual  dinner  at  the  Union  League 
on  Feb.  fi.  Thirty-four  sat  down,  and  we  enjoyed 
the  good  music,  good  fellowship,  and  good  cheer 
most  thoroughly." 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  American  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  is  flourishing  ;  also  that  some  of  our  fly  makers 
or  sellers  of  material  will  send  him  samples  and 
quotations.  If  he  will  send  me  specimens  of  the 
hackles,  etc.,  which  he  wants  to  match  I  shall  be 
only  too  glad  to  send  him  some  from  my  own  stock. 

Dinner  of  the  Gresham  Angung  Society. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  will,  I  am  glad  to  hear,  preside  at 
the  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society 
"n  .March  22.  e    »  j 

Le  Moclaok  des  Poissons. 
"  Dans  unc  des  demieres  reunions  du  '  Club  des 
Pfecheurs  a  la  Mouche,'  M.  F.  Derwent  Wood  a  fait 
une  tres  int^ressante  conference  sur  le  moulage  des 


poissons."-  Le  Pecliew,  from  which  I  quote  this, 
then  gives  its  readers  a  translation  of  the  account  of 
Mr.  Wood's  method,  and  suggests  that  it  might  with 
advantage  be  tried  in  France. 

An  Electric  Fishing-Rod. 

In  Le  Pecheur  for  Feb;  15  there  is  an  illustrated 
account  of  an  electric  fishing-rod,  the  invention  of 
M.  Werner  Lindbohm,  of  Helsingfors.  The  butt 
end  of  the  rod  near  the  reel  is  hollow,  and  contains 
an  induction  coil  and  battery.  The  inventor 
claims  that  when  a  fish  bites  you  can  immediately 
kill  or  stun  it  by  pressing  a  button  which  causes  a 
discharge  of  electricity  through  the  line,  which 
carries  wires  to  make  the  circuit.  Anticipating  the 
natural  objections  which  some  anglers  may  advance 
respecting  the  kill  sport  as  well  as  kill  fish  nature  of 
his  invention,  he  says  that 

"  Those  who  try  my  electric  rod  can  at  once  con- 
vince themselves  to  the  contrary. 

"  The  sportsman  who  only  fishes  for  pleasure  and 
not  for  the  pot  will  only  switch  on  the  current  under 
the  following  circumstances  : — (1)  When  the  fish 
threatens  to  break  the  tackle  and  escape — for 
example,  when  it  is  getting  into  dangerous  proximity 
to  stones,  roots,  etc.  ;  (2)  when  the  angler  has  no 
time  to  play  his  fish. 

"  By  means  of  this  rod  fishermen  can  secure  their 
prey  more  quickly  than  by  any  other. 

"  We  should  look  upon  this  invention  as  a  means 
of  ameUorating  and  shortening  the  sufferings  of 
the  fish."- 

With  all  respect  to  the  inventor,  I  hope  his  electric 
rod  will  be  considered  much  too  shocking  a  poacher's 
device  to  be  allowed  on  any  of  our  waters. 

The  Fly  Fishers'  Dinner. 
By  an  oversight  in  the  report  of  Mr.  Halford's 
speech  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Dinner  he  is  made  to 
refer  to  Mi'.  Cook  as  the  hon.  librarian  of  the  club. 
It  should  have  been  Mr.  Hedley  F.  Norris.  I  was 
much  amused  at  a  conversation  I  overheard  after 
the  dinner  between  a  member  from  Nottingham  and 
one  from  Hampshire.  Asked  if  there  were  any 
trout  in  the  Trent  at  Nottingham,  the  Trent  angler 
repUed  :  "  Trout  !  Why,  I  should  think  so.  We 
put  in  a  thousand  last  year  and  five  hundred  this 
year,  and  none  of  'em  under  .3lb.  They  cost  a  pretty 
penny  I  can  tell  you.  Why,  we  paid  a  shiUing  each 
for  some  of  those  fish."  The  Hampshire  man,  who 
is  a  bit  of  a  fish  breeder,  smiled  and  said,  "  I  should 
think  you  did.". 

New  Books  on  Sport. 
"  British  Freshwater  Fishes "  is  the  title  of  a 
most  attractive  volume  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell 
which  has  just  been  added  to  the  "Woburn 
Library  of  Natural  History,"  edited  by  the  Duke 
of  Bedford.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  refer  to  it 
fully  in  an  early  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
It  is  very  handsomely  produced  by  Messrs. 
Hutchinson  &  Co, 


"Fishing  Holidays"  is  the  title  of  a  collection 
of  papers  by  Mr.  Stephen  Gwynn.  which  Messrs. 
Macmillan  will  publish  shortly.  They  relate  chiefly 
to  experiences  in  salmon  and  trout  fishing  in  the 
West  of  Ireland. 


In  the  latest  volume  of  Messrs.-  Macmillan's 
American  Sportsman's  Library,  Mr.'  Joseph  A. 
Graham  treats  of  the  "Sporting  Dog'-  from  a 
distinctly  American  point  of  view,  but  with  a  full 
recognition  of  the  fact  that  all  the  sporting  breeds 
are  of  British  origin,  and  that  British  breeders  are 
the  best  in  the  world.  The  modifications  of  the 
British  types  produced  to  suit  American  conditions 
are  amply  discussed,  and  illustrations  elucidate 
the  discussion. 


A  New  Book  on  Trout  Fishing. 
Just  as  the  Fishing  Gazette  goes  to  press  I  have 
received  a  copy  of  what  I  am  sure  will  prove  an 
exceedingly  interesting  book,  by  Mr.  William  Earl 
Hodgson,  entitled,  "Trout  Fishing:  A  Study  of 
Natural  Phenomena,"  containing  eight  full-page 
illustrations  in  colour,  including  frontispiece. 
"  Brown  Trout,"-  by  Rolfe.  From  Messrs.  A.  &  C. 
Black's  prospectus  of  this  work,  T  see  that  it  is : 
"  Based  on  experience  of  streams  and  lakes  in  all 
parts  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  of  some  in 
Ireland,  this  work  is  a  comprehensive  exposition  of 
the  science  arigl  art  of  one  of  the  most  interesting 


of  British  sportsj  The  wind,  the  light,  the 
temperature,  and  other  atmospherical  conditions 
are  considered  in  a  manner  which,  though  novel, 
tho  publishers  deem  to  be  in  the  right  vein,  and 
convincing;  There  are  many  narratives  of  exciting 
incidents  on  stream  and  lake,  though  these  are 
never  introduced  disconnectedly,  but  always  to 
illustrate  the  thesis;  Inset  at  the  beginning  of  the 
volume  is  a  model  book  of  flies  for  stream  and  ■ 
lake,  arranged  according  to  the  months  of  the 
season  to  which  the  lures  are  appropriate;  This 
presentation  of  the  flies  in  their  proper  months, 
which  was  arranged  by  the  author  after  a  complete 
season's  daily  observation  on  the  water  with  the 
aid  of  Mr.  William  Senior,  editor  of  the  Field,  will 
be  found  invaluable  even  by  the  most  experienced 
anglers.  The  flies — numbering  fully  150 — have, 
together  with  Rolfe's  beautiful  frontispiece,  been 
reproduced  in  colour.''  The  price  of  the  work  is 
79.  6d.,  and  I  hope  to  refer  at  length  to  it  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  next  week;          R.  B,  Marston^ 


AN  AUGUST  WEEK  ON  THE 
NAMSEN. 

The  anghng  capabihties  possessed  by  the  Nor- 
wegian salmon  rivers  have  proved  httle  short  of 
marvellous,  and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that 
they  nowadays  afford  sport  to  at  least  ten  times 
the  number  of  fishermen  they  formerly  did,  even 
when  every  bit  of  salmon  water  was  supposed  to  be 
taken  up.  Formerly  the  anghng  season  was  sup- 
posed to  begin  on  the  great  majority  of  rivers  about 
the  middle  of  June,  and  to  last  for  about  six  weeks, 
more  or  less,  in  accordance  with  the  endm-ance  of 
the  previous  winter's  snowfall.  Now  it  is  presumed 
to  commence  at  the  beginning  of  May  and  to  go  on 
until  some  date  in  September.  Formerly  the  pick 
of  the  water  only  on  the  main  rivers  found  tenants  ; 
now  miles  of  water  generically  known  as  "  harhng  " 
are  let,  together  with  many  "tributary  streams  of 
very  questionable  value.  The  Namsen  is  a  case 
very  much  in  point,  and  the  way  in  which  one  un- 
interesting tract  of  water — downwards  towards  the 
fjord- — after  another  has  been  taken  up  bears 
tribute  to  the  patience  and  the  sitting-still  capa- 
bilities of  certain  British  anglers; 

The  first  time  I  fished  this  famous  river  was  in 
the  early  seventies,  and  for  a  week  only  in  August. 
The  season  in  Finmarken  had  been  fairly  sweet,  but 
decidedly  short— in  five  weeks  I  had  got  just  over 
22001b.  ;  but  at  the  end  of  that  period  the  river 
collapsed ;  nothing  but  grilse  were  to  be  got,  and 
the  weather  set  in  very  bright  and  clear.  About 
July  22,  therefore,  I  came  away  south  down  the 
west  coast,  intending  to  go  elk  hunting  in  Sweden; 
At  Bodo,  however,  I  received  on  board  the  steamer 
a  communication  from  my  friend  Jack  C,  who  that 
year  had  a  beat  on  the  Namsen  and  on  its  tributary 
the  Bjora  also,  to  say  that  he  was  off  to  Scotland 
for  the  "  12th,"  and  that  his  house,  fishing,  men, 
and  boats  were  at  my  disposal  if  I  chose  to  go.  He 
had  not  done  so  well  as  I  had,  it  appeared,  and  the 
river  was  low  ;  but,  he  added,  the  first  rise  would 
be  sure  to  bring  up  a  lot  of  grilse  and  sea-trout  to 
Bjora,  where  they  could  be  got  casting  with  the 
trout  rod  and  flies.  Being  desirous  of  having  a  look 
at  the  classic  stream,  the  scene  of  so  many  famous 
anghng  feats,  I  arranged  to  leave  the  steamer  at 
Namsos,  instead  of  going  on  to  Trondhjem,  and 
from  thence,  with  a  fight  supply  of  baggage,  I  drove 
en  carriole  up  Namdalen  for  about  twenty-two  miles 
— to  my  great  dehght,  in  a  steady  downpour,  which 
rendered  the  mountains  quite  invisible. 

On  arriving  there  I  found  Jack's  fishing  quarters 
a  very  great  improvement  upon  those  which  I  had 
so  recently  left  in  Finmarken;  Of  provisions  and 
liquid  refreshments  there  were  enough  for  at  least 
a  year,  and  last,  but  by  no  means  least,  there  was 
an  admirable  ice-safe.  The  house  was  conveniently 
situated  for  the  fishing,  which  consisted  of  a  stretch 
some  three  miles  long,  and  sufficient  for  two  rods, 
on  Namsen,  and  the  lower  beat  on  Bjora,  about  the 
same  length,  which  tributary  discharged  into  the 
main  river  at  the  foot  of  the  Namsen  beat. 

The  conditions  which  exist  on  the  Bjora  are 
worthy  of  some  description;  In  all  Norway  there 
is  probably  no  more  prohfic  bit  of  salmon  angling 
than  the  1^  mile  or  2  miles  of  water  immediately 
below  the  lake  from  which  it  issues.  For  a  great 
many  years  it  was  rented  by  a  well-known  Engfish 
sportsman  of  the  old  school,  and  on  it  he  made  some 
wonderful  bags;  As  far  as  width  is  concerned,  the 
river  could  be  fished  with  ease  and  without  wading 
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from  either  bank,  but  throughout  the  greater  part 
of  its  course  the  forest  comes  close  down  to  the 
water's  edge,  and  casting  from  the  shore  is  impos- 
sible— at  any  rate,  in  the  best  parts.'  To  the 
proximity  of  the  trees,  however,  is  due  in  great 
measure  the  excellence  of  the  fishing  on  the  upper 
portion,  for  the  bottom  is  completely  covered  over 
with  a  dense  network  of  branches  which  in  the 
course  of  years  have  fallen  into  the  river ;  and  so 
attractive  is  this  "  cover  "  to  the  fish  that  although 
there  is  no  obstacle  whatever,  either  natural  or 
artificial,  to  their  further  progress  up  the  extensive 
water  system  above,  few  salmon  pass  through  until 
well  on  in  the  season.  But  to  recur.  The  day  of 
my  arrival  on  the  banks  of  the  Namsen  was,  I 
recollect,  a  Sunday,  which  I  did  not  particularly 
regret.  All  night  the  rain  continued  to  come  down, 
and  next  morning  the  river  had  risen  considerably, 
and  was  by  no  means  clean.  I  therefore  walked 
over  to  Bjora  to  see  how  things  were  there.  The 
water  of  this  tributary  is  never  very  clear,  being 
always  moss-coloured,  but  the  rain  had  not  yet 
raised  it,  and  the  chances  of  getting  a  salmon  were 
not  increased  by  the  fact  that  in  the  lower  part  of 
its  course  the  water  was  much  dammed  back  by  the 
flood  in  Namsen,  and  in  consequence  there^was 
httle  stream. 

At  the  top  pool  of  my  beat  the  latter  objection 
did  not  apply,  and  alongside  it  I  sat  down  to  try 
for  a  big  fish,  which  it  appeared  that  Jack  C.  had 
risen  on  several  different  occasions,  but  whose  cap- 
ture he  had  been  unable  to  effect  before  departing 
for  the  Scottish  moors.  After  trying  two  different 
patterns  without  eliciting  a  sign,  he  came  up  with 
a  tremendous  swirl  at  a  small  Silver  Jock,  but  after 
that  nothing  would  induce  him  to  move,  and  we 
dropped  on  down  streams  According  to  my  boat- 
man's opinion,  the  flood  on  Namsen  would  be  sure 
to  bring  a  lot  of  grilse  and  sea-trout  up  Bjora,  but 
owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  latter  and  the  want  of 
current,  he  did  not  think  they  would  take  well  for 
a  day  or  two.  As  a  nUitter  of  fact,  he  proved  pretty 
right.  That  day,  by  great  good  fortune,  I  got  three 
salmon  (which  had  been  up  some  time)  of  161b., 
191b.,  and  221b.,  on  the  fly.  Then  we  reached  the 
dammed-back  water,  and  although  I  rose  a  good 
many  grilse  and  sea-trout,  casting  with  a  trout  rod, 
I  only  secured  a  couple  before  going  home.-  In  the 
evening  I  gave  orders  to  be  called  early  next 
morning,  as  the  Namsen  was  showing  signs  of  clear- 
ing, and  it  seemed  hkely  there  would  be  an  embarras 
de  ricliesse  in  the  shape  of  fishing  if  the  weather 
held.'  Happily  no  more  rain  fell  to  disturb  the 
equanimity  of  the  big  river.-  The  morning  broke 
fine  and  cloudy,  with  a  very  gentle  north -wes  erly 
breeze,  and  at  6  a.m.:  I  was  afloat  at  the  top  of  my 
Namsen  beat; 

Both  boatmen  dissuaded  me  from  attempting  the 
fly  under  the  existing  conditions,  so  I  put  up  a 
spoon,  of  a  size  and  type  that  had  proved  attractive 
in  Finmarken,  on  one  rod,  and  a  large  Silver  Phantom 
on  the  other.    On  getting  out  into  the  middle  of  the 
river  the  water  showed  a  slightly  clayey  tint,  and  I 
knew  the  men  were  right.    A  Uttle  way  further  up 
there  were  certain  clay  deposits  on  the  left  bank, 
and  the  flood  had  brought  away  some  of  those  no 
doubt.    The  first  piece  of  water  was  not  at  all 
interesting,  but  before  my  two  lures  had  been 
spinning  for  ten  minutes  the  rod  with  the  phantom 
bent  slowly,  the  reel  began  to  revolve,  and  I  was 
"  in  him."    The  salmon  showed  symptoms  of  de- 
scending to  the  next  pool,  but  fortunately  he  waa 
dissuaded  from  this  by  a  hberal  appUcation  of  the 
butt,  and  after  a  "  quick  "  quarter  of  an  hour  he 
was  gaffed  out — a  241b.  fish,  which,  to  judge  from 
his  colour,  must  have  been  at  least  three  weeks  in 
fresh  water.    Then  a  15-pounder  succumbed  to  the 
seductive  revolutions  of  the  spoon,  and  we  de- 
scended the  efiluent  rapid.    This  was  done  stem 
foremost,  both  boatmen  pulling  against  the  deep, 
heavy  current,  and  when  about  half-way  down  we 
twisted  inwards  to  the  left  bank,  where  it  appeared 
the  fishing  water  was — in  the  slack  of  the  stream. 
The  water  here  seeming  to  me  thin  enough  for  a  fly, 
I  substituted  a  Durham  Ranger  for  the  big  phantom, 
leaving  the  sjjoon  on  the  outside  rod.    The  change 
was  very  shortly  justified,  for  a  rattling  rise  close 
inshore  was  followed  by  thb  shriek  of  the  reel,  and 
a  fine  clean-run  fish  jumped  high  out  of  the  water 
some  50yds.  astern,  tlic  Ranger  fast  in  its  upper  jaw. 
As  it  turned  out,  1  was  landed  too  soon  ;  the  salmon 
proved  a  real  fighting  customer  and  got  into  the 
main  stream,  down  which  he  went  with  at  least 
120yds.  of  fine  out,  and  before  I  got  a  pull  at  him 
we  had  traversed. half  a  mile.i    Even  then  it  was  a 


case  of  "  Pull  devil,  pull  baker  ! "  and  only  after 
trying  my  gear  to  the  very  utmost  did  I  succeed  in 
getting  the  fish  within  reach  of  the  gaff.  He 
weighed  281b.,  and  had  sea  lice  on.  Thirty -six 
hours  before,  in  all  probabihty,  he  had  been  dis- 
porting himself  in  the  briny  waters  of  the  Namsen 
Fjord.  Walking  back  to  where  the  boat  had  been 
beached,  we  proceeded  to  fish  out  the  remainder  of 
the  pool,  and  near  the  tail  I  hooked,  again  on  the  fly, 
another  salmon.  Having  had  rather  a  doing  with 
the  last  fish,  and  hoping  to  stop  this  one,  I  stuck 
to  the  boat,  but  it  was  of  no  avaiL  Out  into  the 
main  stream  he  forced  his  way,  in  spite  of  all  the 
butting  that  I  could  apply  ;  down  he  went,  and  we 
after  him  ;  and  he  was  gaffed  out  within  twenty 
yards  of  the  spot  where  his  immediate  predecessor 
aad  been  extracted  from  his  native  element. 

{To  he  continued.) 


MK.  EVANS'  NEW  PATENT 
CEOSS-BAR  HOOK. 

Mr.'  Thomas  Evans,  inventor  of  a  new  patent 
cross-bar  fish  hook,  which  he  has  patented  in  this 
and  other  countries,  called  upon  me  the  other  day 
to  ask  if  I  would  notice  his  invention.  I  said  I 
would  do  so,  but  that  in  the  first  place  the  principle 
of  the  invention  is  not  new,  as  for  probably  cen- 
turies needles  have  been  used  in  the  same  way — 
that  is,  fastened  to  gut  or  fine  of  some  kind  at  a 
point  a  httle  nearer  the  sharp  end  than  the  blunt 
end — not  quite  in  the  middle.  The  baiting  is 
the  same,  and  the  effect  of  striking  is  the  same — 
the  needle,  like  the  osciUating  barbed  bar  in 
Mr.  Evans'  invention,  is  pulled  across  the  fish's 
throat  or  mouth  in  the  act  of  striking,  and  unless 
something  breaks  the  fish  caimot  get  away,  and  if 


it  gets  away  by  breaking  the  line  it  must  die  a 
lingering  death  with  such  an  obstruction  in  its 
mouth  or  throat.  Of  course  it  is  open  to  IMr.  Evans 
to  retort  that  if  it  is  sportsmanUke  to  use  two  or 
even  three  triangle  hooks  with  nine  barbs,  what  can 
be  the  objection  to  his  hook,  which  has  only  two, 
in  some  forms  only  one  ?  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
more  triangles  there  are,  the  less  chance  is  there  of 
hooking  the  fish,  because  with  each  point  the  diffi- 
culty of  penetrating  over  the  barb  is  increased. 
All  the  same,  I  think  most  anglers  will  agree  with 
me  that  there  is  something  about  the  cross-bar 
and  needle  business  which  makes  it  go  against 
the  grain  to  use  it,  just  as  in  this  country  the  Edgar 
barbless  hook  with  spring  points  is  not  used  because 
it  is  too  deadly  in  its  holding  power,  or  claimed  so 
to  be.-  I  give  a  copy  of  Mr.  Evans'  specification, 
which  shows  the  advantages  he  claims  for  his  in- 
vention; R.  B.  MARSTON4 
PROVISIONAL  SPECIFICATIONj 
A  New  or  Iiviproved  Fishing  Hookj. 
(No;  13347;  Date,  15th  June,  1903.) 
"  I,  Thomas  Evans,  of  18,  Springfield  Terrace, 
Morriston,  near  Swansea,  in  the  county  of  Glamor- 
gan, gentleman,  do  hereby  declare  the  nature  of 
this  invention  to  be  as  follows  : — 

"  This  present  invention  consists  of  a  new  or  im- 
proved fishing  hook,  intended  more  especially  for 
worm  or  minnow  bait  and  for  either  river  or  sea 
fishing;  It  possesses  many  advantages  over  the 
ordinary  fish  hook,  amongst  which  may  be  men- 
tioned its  compactness,  enabling  it  to  be  dropped 
down  amongst  brambles  in  most  difficult  places 
and  drawn  up  without  entanglement,  its  invisibiUty 
when  baited,  and  thirdly,  its  weight,  which  obviates 
the  necessity  of  using  shot  or  any  ordinary  weights 
for  keeping  it  down  in  the  water; 

"  Jts  special  feature,  however,  ia  the  mounting  of 


its  barbs  so  that  they  may  automatically  respond 
to  the  attack  of  the  fish  (or  one  barb  alone  may  be 
thus  mounted),  thereby  constituting  a  more  sensi- 
tive and  profitable  hook  than  the  kinds  heretofore 
employed. 

"  My  invention  comprises  a  steel  or  other  meta 
pin,  having  a  slot  in  the  head  of  same  for  ready 
attachment  of  the  gut,  in  preference  to  the  old- 
fashioned  and  tedious  plan  of  binding  the  hook  on 
the  gut.  At  the  bottom  end  of  this  pin  is  a  slot 
across  which  is  fixed  a  brass  pin,  forming  a  pivot  for 
a  single  or  a  double-ended  barbed  piece  (herein 
termed  a  '  barb  ' ),  which  is  balanced  thereby  at  its 
centre  or  thereabouts,  being  pivoted  within  the 
slot  in  such  a  way  as  to  allow  the  extremities  of  the 
barbs  to  protrude  from  the  pin.  When  a  single 
barb  is  employed,  the  point  of  the  pin  may  be 
tapered  to  a  fine  point,  but  when  a  double-ended 
barb  is  used  the  pivot  on  which  it  works  will  pre- 
ferably be  as  near  the  point  of  the  pin  as  possible. 

"  Before  appUcation  of  the  bait  the  barb  is 
turned  as  nearly  as  possible  into  line  with  the  pin, 
thereby  saving  much  time  and  trouble,  and  there 
will  be  practically  nothing  appearing  but  the  worm 
or  other  bait.  Directly  a  fish  attacks,  the  tendency 
will  be  for  the  bait  to  be  pulled  off  the  pin,  thus 
opening  the  barb  or  barbs  and  securing  the  prey. 

"  Dated  this  13th  day  of  June,  1903. 
"  For  the  apphcant, 

(Signed)        "  Stanley,  Popplewell  &  Co., 
Chartered  Patent  Agents."- 


NEW  BAITS  FROM  UNCLE  SAM. 


Messrs;  Carter  and  Co.,-  of  187j  St;  John 
street-road,  London,  send  me  two  extraordinary 
artificial  baits  which  were,  I  believe,  invented  in 
Mark  Twain's  land,  and  which  I  have  ventured  to 
christen  the  "  Yellow  Peril and  the  "  Little 
Jap.'S    It  is  claimed  for  these  baits  that  they  hook 


Carter's  "Yellow  Pbril." 


Carter's  "Little  Jap." 


better  because  the  hooks  do  not  revolve;  In  the 
"  Yellow  Peril '-  (which  is  a  bilious  yellow  colour) 
only  the  head  spins,  and  in  the  "  Little  Jap"  only 
the  two  spinners;  That  these  baits  will  kill  pike 
when  hungry  is  certain.  I  can  see  that  "Little 
Jap"  innocently  spinning  along  past  Port  Arthur 
in  the  weeds,  and  when  Admiral  Pikoff  dashes  out 
he  finds  he  has  caught  a  Tartar,  and  thinks  what  a 
Cheelumphool  he  waai  Mj 
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OTTEK  HUNTING  IN  ENGLAND. 


{Concluded  from  page  144.) 

YoTT  are  allowed  to  reduce  the  degree  of  the 
outlook  from  sanguine  to  hopeful,  and  from  hopeful 
to  "  it's  just  possible  there's  an  otter  a  bit  higher 
up  !  "-  But  below  the  latter  degree  you  must  never 
sink.  The  man  who  does  so  is  a  pessimist,  and 
as  such  is  not  desirable  on  these  occasions.  The 
only  time  you  are  entitled  to  say  deliberately 
"  Xo  otter  to-day '-'  is  when  the  order  to  retire 
is  given,  and  the  hounds  are  being  packed  off. 
When  you  are  in  at  a  death,  you  will  agree  that 
such  an  exciting  scene  is  sufficient  compensation 
for  many  a  blank  day. 

An  otter  hunt  i3  worth  watching  all  the  way,  but 
the  "  kind  old  gentleman,"  unable  to  get  about 
much  himself,  though  possessing  even  yet  a  ten- 
year-old  heart,  is  recommended  to  get  his  first  view 
when  the  company  are  crossing  a  bridge.  He 
would  see  much  to  win  his  fancy.  He  would  note 
how  the  Ralph  Pedens  had  mysteriously  paired 
with  the  Winsome  Charterises  (Mr.  Crockett,  from 
whose  book  these  names  are  taken,  really  ought  to 
describe  an  otter  hunt),  and  he  would  observe  not 
only  mere  pohteness,  but  also  actual  chivalry — 
perhaps,  however,  the  terms  are  synonymous— for 
that  httle  wee  fence  req^uired  only  barbed  wire  to 
make  it  absolutely  dangerous,  and  gentle  Winsome 
needed  the  strong  arm  of  gallant  Ralph.  Yes,  an 
otter  hunt  is  a  jolly  affair,  and  you  come  to  the 
conclusion  at  certain  intervals  that  the  milk  of 
human  kindness  is  not  so  condensed  as  the  work- 
a-day  world  sometimes  would  suggest. 

Many  Johannes  burghers  no  doubt  have  had  at 
some  time  or  other  a  day  with  the  otter  hounds, 
but  there  must  also  be  many  who  have  not  had 
such  a  privilege,  and  in  the  hope  of  interesting  the 
latter,  an  ideal  day's  sport — the  practical  thing — 
shall  be  rung  up  from  bygone  days. 

A  Typical  Day. 

The  scene  was  laid  in  Shropshire,  and  any  South 
African  reader  happening  to  know  the  Market 
Drayton  district  will  have  no  difficulty  in  following 
the  geography  hinted.  Otter  hunting  used  to  be 
immensely  popular  in  our  shire,  and  we  used 
periodically  to  be  visited  by  a  pack  whose  Master 
was  the  Hon.  Geoffrey  Hill— now,  alas  !  at  rest. 
His  figure  was  a  commanding  specimen  of  human 
architecture,  and  his  memory  is  inseparably 
associated  with  those  happy  excursions  by  meadow 
and  stream.  It  was  a  day  in  jocund  May,  and  the 
meet  was  at  Buntingsdale.  The  river  Tern  and 
the  pools  through  which  it  runs,  or  which  adjoin  it, 
were  to  supply  the  quarry.  The  meet  was  at  an  early 
hour,  and  one  enthusiast,  anxious  to  be  punctual, 
took  the  precaution  on  this  occasion  to  leave  a  little 
note  overnight  for  his  people  :  "  Please  call  me  at 
7  a.m.,  and  insist  on  my  getting  up  !  "  These 
hunts,  being  largely  of  a  private  nature,  were  never 
bruited  conspicuously  abroad  beforehand,  but  all 
the  same  they  always  mysteriously  became  common 
knowledge  to  all  keen  in  the  matter. 

Steadily  the  hounds  got  to  work,  but  no  score 
resulted  yet  awhile.  One  felt  grateful,  however,  for 
being  out  on  such  a  day— such  a  holiday  !  The 
meadows  were  radiant ;  at  spots  the  familiar  httle 
river  seemed  "  like  a  mirror  framsd  in  daisies,"  and 
the  company  was  very  good  company.  A  careful 
drag  was  made  by  Victoria  Mills  Bridge,  for  here  on 
a  previous  visit  a  brace  of  otters  surrendered 
—  not  voluntarily,  but  cDmpulsorily  —  after 
some  fast  and  furious  sport.  This  time,  however, 
there  was  no  sign  of  an  amphibian,  and  one  had  to 
conclude  he  was  higher  up  the  river.  Strictly  speak- 
ing, there  was  no  real  basis  for  this  conclusion,  but 
you  must,  it  is  worth  while  repeating,  always  have 
a  creed  like  that  if  you  are  going  to  last  at  your 
otter  hunt. 

The  procession  kept  going  gaily,  and  then,  in  an 
elbow  of  the  river,  from  one  of  the  dogs— wasn't  it 
"  Thunder  "  ? — spontaneously  rang  out  the  old 
familiar  ring,  and  with  a  Niagara-FalLs-hke  rush,  up 
dashed  the  other  members  of  the  pack,  tumbling 
over  one  another  in  their  haste  to  investigate 
individually  the  good  news.  The  Master  eyed  tlie 
scene  with  the  experience  long  years  at  the  business 

I  had  taught  him  ;  and  then  it  was  whispered  with 
exuberant  joy  that  an  otter  "  had  been  "  there. 

Thunder  "  never  erred.  The  otter  was  certainly 
not  lower  down  the  river— at  least  for  a  good  stretch 
•-■therefore  it  was  only  reasonable  to  presume  that 

;  fce  was  higher  up,  and  the  day  was  yet  young. 

i  Hiere  would  be  sport  1    Glorious  prospect !  For 


"  hopeful "  now  read  "  sanguine.''  When  on  an 
otter  hunt  you  hear  an  aimouncement  of  this  nature, 
you  feel  as  genial  as  the  London  fly  fisherman,  in 
city  pent  for  eight  whole  months,  when  he  gets  a 
week  off,  and  at  the  same  time  receives  that  magic 
wire,  "  May  Fly  up."  We  now  felt  more  than 
ordinarily  affably  disposed  towards  that  inevitable 
miller's  man,  who,  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  sir,  had 
heard  an  otter's  footprints,  sir — or  something  hke 
that. 

By  the  banks  of  the  twisting  little  river  we 
steadily  proceeded,  passing  the  Dog  Kennel 
Meadows,  where  has  sounded  the  morte  of  many  a 
noble  trout,  and  getting  a  ghmpse  of  Pell  Wall  Hall, 
until  we  came  within  ken  of  Drayton  town.  Standing 
bodily  out  was  the  fine  old  church,  on  the  pinnacle 
of  whose  steeple  Lord  CUve,  the  forbear  of  the 
present  Earl  of  Powis,  balanced  himself  when  a  boy 
at  the  Grammar  School  adjoining. 

A  halt  was  made  for  luncheon  at  Peatswood.  A 
luncheon  at  an  otter  hunt  is  more  than  a  luncheon 
— it  is  a  feast.  And  when  you  resume  the  riverside 
path  you  feel  something  Uke  just  men  made  perfect. 
Our  hearts  were  lighter  then  than  Farmer  Hulse's 
ploughed  field,  which  some  of  us — working  out  a 
bse-hne — crossed  in  order  to  get  direct  from  Peats- 
wood  to  Hinchley  Mills.  By  now  the  company  had 
substantially  increased.  Professional  men,  men 
with  a  business  to  mind,  men  with  no  mind  to 
business,  men  with  no  business  to  mind ;  in  short, 
all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men  ;  all  had  come  to 
partake  of  the  joys  of  a  sport  which  on  such  a 
sunny  day  knitted  all  alike  together,  metaphorically, 
in  a  picturesque  hand-shake. 

Things  were  soon  to  take  on  a  rosy  tinge.  Here 
you  see  that  child-hke  sporting  faith  was  to  be 
justified.  Had  we  not  been  told  an  otter  "  had 
been  "  lower  down  the  river,  and  did  they  not  say 
we  should  surely  find  him  higher  up  ?  Now  we 
were  at  Shifford's  Bridge,  within  a  stone's  throw  of 
Tunstall  Pool,  and  suddenly  melodious  cries  burst 
out  from  the  pack.  There  was  absolutely  no  mistake 
about  fur  being  quite  close  at  hand.  How  musical 
were  those  hounds  !  It  was  just  as  if  each  had 
been  mysteriously  endowed  with  five  hundred 
throats.  Paradoxical  though  it  might  be,  yet, 
from  a  sporting  view,  there  was  harmony  in  all 
that  unison.  Here  was  fitting  reward — even  in  the 
joy  of  anticipation— for  all  that  zealous  wooing  of 
the  river.  DeUght  was  pictured  on  every  face,  and 
all  were  more  or  less  excited,  except  the  Master  and 
his  henchmen,  who  went  about  their  work  hke 
disciphned  soldiers.  Tunstall  Pool,  at  which  we 
quickly  arrived,  is  not  a  large  sheet  of  water,  but 
every  square  inch  must  have  provided  sport  that 
day.  From  waterside  to  island,  from  the  head  of 
the  pool  to  the  tail  thereof,  these  dogs — aU  triers — 
worked  magnificently,  executing  a  semi-circle  here, 
a  triangle  there,  or  tracing  a  diagonal  line  some- 
where else ;  then,  on  some  such  principle  as  inde- 
pendent firing,  attacking  single-handed  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  some  likely  waterside  tree.  Another 
moment  the  whole  pack  was  rushing  helter-skelter 
here,  there,  and  everywhere — mostly  everywhere  ; 
and  the  spectators  were  now  in  a  dehrium  of 
excitement.  Who  would  see  the  otter  first  ?  Aye, 
and  who  would  tail  him  ?  How  that  otter  escaped 
observation  so  long  was  a  mystery  !  One  innocent 
affirmed  that  every  time  you  saw  a  "  chain-hke 
ripple  "-  it  was  the  sure  and  certain  sign  of  an 
otter  ;  and  the  humorous  logician  seized  upon  the 
point,  and  said  sport  would  be  all  right,  as  he  had 
counted  eleven  such  ripples,  and  therefore  there 
were  eleven  otters  yet  to  be  caught.  Suddenly  a 
hundred  voices  tumbled  over  each  other  in  shrieking 
"  There  he  is  !  '2  An  ugly  whiskered  snout  had 
just  popped  up  out  of  the  water,  followed  by  a 
dulUsh,  arched  back  diving,  hke  a  flash,  iinderneath 
again.  It  was  such  a  reUef  to  have  seen  that 
quarry  !  The  suspense  could  not  have  lasted  very 
much  longer. 

Then  the  water  of  the  pool  was  drawn  off, 'and 
again  we  could  detect  that  aggressive  snout,  and 
again,  a  second  later,  we  could  not  help  but  admire 
that  walrus-hke  plunge.  The  otter's  manoeuvres 
were  strategetic,  and  it  spoke  marvellously  for  his 
skill  and  endurance  that  he  had  been  able  to  cheat 
so  large  arid  so  clever  a  field  for  so  long.  Time 
after  time  it  seemed  as  if  his  number  must  be  up, 
but — a  will  o'  the  wisp  movement,  and  he  was 
again  missing  for  the  time  being.  Superhuman 
efforts  were  made  to  tail  him — a  process  which 
differs  from  caressing  a  pet  dog — and  some  ardent 
sportsmen  entered  the  water  almost  waist  deep  for 
the  purpose ;  and  it  is  on  record  that  one  of  them 


made  a  brilliantly  executed  thrust  at — a  hound'* 
tail,  and  that  another,  in  his  fever-heat  excitementj 
apprehended  the  root  of  a  tree. 

At  last — seconds  had  seemed  minutes,  and 
minutes  hours — the  efforts  of  the  day  were  crowned 
with  success,  and  the  otter  was  undeniably  tailed, 
and  as  he  was  being  carried  away  by  the  huntsman, 
the  hounds  following,  made  an  admirable  study  of 
a  Rugby  scrum.  And  all  this  palpitating  excite- 
ment had  been  caused  by  that  unfascinating  brute 
— but  there  !  Let  his  memory,  even  at  this  distant 
date,  be  respected ;  let  his  want  of  drawing-room 
looks  be  pardoned,  for  he  had  fought  bravely  and 
well — he  had  brought  old  and  young  aUke  into  that 
matchless  nursery,  the  open  air — and  he  had 
provided  sport  fit  for  a  king. 

Go  otter  hunting  by  all  means  if  ever  you  get 
the  chance,  and  may  you  meet  with  such  sport  as 
it  has  been  attempted  here  to  depict, — From  the 
Johannesburg  Star- 


AMEEICAN  NOTES. 

SEVEREST  WINTER  KNOWN.; 

On  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  we  have  been  ex- 
periencing the  severest  winter  within  the  recollection 
of  the  oldest  inhabitant.  Zero  weather  has  ceased 
to  call  forth  comment,  and  the  thermometer  in  one 
of  its  frequent  drops  reached  18deg.  below.  This, 
too,  quite  near  the  coast,  within  thirty  miles  of 
New  York,  where  the  winters  are  much  milder  than 
further  up  the  Hudson  river.  Everyone  goes  on 
runners,  and  a  wheeled  vehicle  has  been  a  rare  sight 
for  at  least  two  months.  The  river  at  this  point  is 
four  miles  wide,  and  is  frozen  from  shore  to  shore. 
There  is  much  travel  over  the  frozen  surface,  and 
the  ice  is  probably  thick  enough  for  railway  traffic. 
This  is  all  very  fine  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  ice 
yachtsmen,  the  skaters,  and  those  who  love  sleigh- 
ing ;  but  how  about  the  game  and  fish  ?  The 
ruffed  grouse  can  stand  it,  but  I  fear  the  quail,  or 
Virginia  partridge,  has  been  exterminated  by  the 
deep  snow  and  lack  of  food.  The  danger  to  the 
trout  will  come  when  the  ice  breaks  up,  as  the 
woods  are  full  of  snow  and  the  ice  very  heavy. 
Should  the  break-up  be  sudden,  ice  gorges  and  high 
water  may  do  immense  damage.  A  gorge  is  formed, 
for  instance,  backing  up  a  large  body  of  water 
behind  it ;  then  if  the  pressure  becomes  too  great, 
the  whole  mass  gives  way  at  once,  and  an  enormous 
quantity  of  heavy  ice  goes  down  with  the  flood, 
carrying  everything  before  it.  After  such  an  event 
trout  have  been  found  scattered  far  and  wide  at 
great  distances  from  the  stream.  It  is  sad  to  find 
many  of  one's  favourite  pools  on  a  well-known  river 
changed  beyond  recognition.  This  is  but  too  fre- 
quently the  case  with  mountain  streams  flowing 
through  deep  valleys  and  having  a  rapid  descent. 
However,  if  all  goes  well  when  spring  opens,  good 
sport  may  be  expected  during  the  early  months  of 
the  season  at  least.  From  May  onward  last  year 
the  trout  brooks  were  never  low,  and  many  fish 
were  seen  upon  the  spawning  beds  at  the  mouths 
of  the  cold  brooks  and  up  the  tributary  streams  of 
the  larger  rivers  holding  trout. 

"S.  Fakio''  in  Amekica; 

There  seems  to  be  no  hmit  to  the  size  to  which 
the  brown  trout  wiU  grow  under  favourable  condi- 
tions. One  was  reported  from  the  lower  BeaverkiU 
last  fall,  which  was  over  three  feet  long,  and  should 
have  weighed — well,  anything  you  please.  The 
lower  BeaverkiU,  however,  is  a  very  large  river  after 
being  joined  by  the  Willowemock,  quite  large 
enough  to  hold  heavy  salmon,  and  there  is  no  hmit 
to  the  food  supply — small  fish,  minnows,  etc: 
Salmo  fario  is  a  sturdy  fellow,  and  holds  his  own 
(and  more,  too)  whenever  and  wherever  he  gets  a 
chance.  The  rainbow  i^  a  great  favourite  of  mine, 
but  does  not  succeed  everywhere  as  the  bro^-n 
trout  does. 

The  Dry-Fly  in  Amehica^ 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  dry^-fly  has  effected  a- 
lodgment  over  here,  and  is  gaming  ground  year 
by  year.  I  think  that  it  is  about  ten  vears  since 
some  of  our  best  fishermen  began  to  fish  dry  in 
summer,  when  the  water  was  low  and  clear.  This 
was  on  hard-fished  waters  in  this  State.  Now  one 
can  buy  any  quantity  of  quill  gnats.  May  FHes, 
spiimers,  etc.,  in  the  best  shops.  Nearly  all  of 
these  are  tied  in  England.  The  turned-wing  fly  is 
'  still  a  great  favourite  in  this  country^ 
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Free  Fishing  Shrinking; 
I  am  sorry  to  say  that  free  water  is  decreasing 
rapidly.  It  will  soon  be  impossible  to  get  a  day's 
sport  within  a  hundred  miles  of  our  large  cities 
without  being  a  member  of  a  club  or  paying  for  the 
privilege  in  some  way.  I  would  not  care  to  fish 
only  in  a  well-stocked  preserve,  and  as  for  catching 
trout  that  I  had  bred  and  raised,  J  fear  that  such 
sport  would  possess  few  attractions  for  me. 

Eyed  v.  Bund  Hook  an  Endless  Case. 

The  eyed  versus  plain  hook  controversy  will 
never  be  settled.  Many  anglers  dislike  exceedingly 
the  business  of  knotting,  and  cling  to  the  old  short, 
snell  and  gut  loops.  This  is  not  neat,  but  it  is 
certainly  convenient.  I  know  a  number  of  men 
who  swear  by  the  Pennell  eyed  hook,  and  I  use 
them  largely  in  my  own  fishing.  I  like  the  form  of 
this  hook,  but  the  gi-eat  recommendation  is  being 
enabled  by  their  use  to  carry  a  large  quantity  of 
flies  in  a  box  and  use  any  thickness  of  gut  required. 
Most  of  the  flies  I  use  are  tied  dry-fly  fashion,  and 
have  sufficient  hackle  to  float  well.  Two  years  ago 
in  trying  to  match  the  colour  of  a  very  light  or  pale 
dun  I  used  a  kind  of  fleecy  wool  for  the  body,  and 
several  friends  fancied  the  pattern.  Much  to  my 
surprise  they  all  report  that  this  woolly  fly  floats 
Hke  a  haystack — in  fact,  is  almost  unsinkable.  This 
is  very  extraordinary,  and  has  puzzled  me  greatly. 
The  evidence  comes  from  too  many  sources  to  admit 
of  doubt. 

Hawks. 

Some  time  ago  an  article  in  the  Fishing  Oazette 
attributed  something  like  leasoning  power  to  a 
hawk,  which  killed  again  and  again,  the  idea  being 
that  this  was  to  supply  future  wants.  I  think  this 
is  an  error.  There  are  several  hawks  in  this 
country,  very  bold  and  powerful  upon  the  wing, 
though  not  large,  that  will  follow  their  prey  to  the 
last  survivor,  killing  for  the  love  of  kiUing.  A  flock 
of  ducks  will  be  followed  until  they  reach  the  water, 
but  only  one — sometimes  none — will  be  cai  ried  off  for 
food.  The  vulgar  name  for  one  of  these  birds  is  the 
bullet  hawk,  on  account,  I  presume,  of  the  rapidity 
of  its  flight,  which  is  very  great.  It  strikes  from  a 
considerable  height,  and  descends  upon  its  object 
with  the  rapidity  of  lightning.  Everyone  knows 
how  fast  a  soared  dove  can  fly,  yet  I  never  saw  one 
escape  fiom  the  pounce  of  this  hawk.  In  one 
instance  I  heard  a  rushing  sound  in  the  air,  and  the 
next  instant  one  of  two  doves,  which  were  flying  at 
a  great  pace,  was  struck  down.  I  shot  the  hawk 
immediately,  but  the  dove  was  dead,  the  talons 
being  buried  to  the  vital  organs. 

Fishing  through  the  Ice. 
Great  numbers  of  that  fine  game  fish  the  rock- 
fish,  or  striped  bass,  are  taken  through  the  ice  on  the 
Hudson  river.  These  fish  winter  in  brackish  water, 
floating  up  and  down  for  short  distances  with  the 
tide.  The  fishermen  take  advantage  of  this  by 
cutting  lanes  in  the  ice,  in  which  their  nets  are  set. 
The  fish  are  quite  dull  and  loggy,  and  do  not  seem 
to  struggle  much  when  they  drift  against  the  nets. 
T.ines  are  attached  to  the  lower  edges  of  the  nets, 
and  they  are  pulled  up  from  above  when  the  tide  is 
ebbing,  and  from  below  when  the  tide  is  flooding. 

Sea  Fishing. 
The  striped  bass  afford  great  sport  to  anglers  with 
lod  and  reel,  and  has  been  taken  above  601b. 
weight.  It  is  a  silvery,  graceful  fish,  and  game  to 
the  backbone.  Menhaden  is  largely  used  as  bait  on 
the  sea  coast  (an  oily,  bony  fish  from  which  fer- 
tilisers are  made),  and  shedder  crab,  blood  worms, 
minnows,  etc.,  in  the  estuaries  of  rivers.  I  have 
heard  that  sturgeon  roe  is  a  good  bait.  The  tackle 
used  off  Newport,  Block  Island,  Cuttyhunk,  etc.,  is 
quite  costly.  The  rod,  often  of  split  bamboo,  has 
guides  on  both  sides.  Agate  is  used  to  diminish 
friction  in  casting,  and  the  large  multiplying  reel 
lias  frequently  jewelled  bearings.  Casts  of  40yds. 
are  made  without  other  weight  than  the  liook  and 
menhaden  bait.  1  once  saw  a  negro  take  a  45|lb. 
striped  bass  with  a  cane  pole,  to  which  the  line  was 
fastened.  He  was  fishing  with  large  shrimp  for 
bait  from  a  boat,  and  finding  that  he  had  hooked  a 
fish  too  powerful  for  his  tackle,  he  threw  the  rod 
overboard  and  let  it  go.  Much  of  the  rod  was 
frequently  submerged  in  the  rushes  of  the  fish,  but 
the  light,  buoyant  crane,  always  yielding,  yet  con- 
stantly dragging  at  a  noble  bass,  which  never 
sulked,  finally  killed  liim.  The  boat  was  in  con- 
stant attendance,  and  the  fish  was  gripped  by  the 
gills  and  lifted  in.  I  see  that  the  taste  for  salt 
water  fishing  is  growing  rapidly  in  Great  Britain, 


Where  the  tides  are  not  too  strong  great  sport  may 
be  had,  but  heavy  leads  are  certainly  a  drawback. 

Our  Greatest  Blessing. 
After  such  a  winter  as  the  present  we  may 
reasonably  look  forward  to  genuine  spring  weather 
soon  after  the  vernal  equinox,  and  now  is  the  time 
to  put  our  tackle  in  order,  tie  flics,  and  furbish  up 
our  weapons.  The  good  housewife  is  sometimes  a 
very  trying  person  to  the  angler,  giving  away  or 
hiding  his  old  clothes,  putting  his  treasures  beyond 
his  knowledge,  and,  like  the  mother  of  Barrie's 
"  Little  Minister,"  packing  things  in  boxes,  and 
hiding  said  boxes  in  the  most  inaccessible  closets. 
However,  we  could  not  live  or  be  happy  without 
our  greatest  blessing— woman. 

Theodore  Gordon. 

THE  "  SPLIT  CANEKS." 

A  NEW  MUNICH  ANGLING  CLUB. 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  angling  is  becoming  more 
popular  every  year  in  Germany.    The  most  recent 


proof  of  this  is  that  an  angling  club  has  been  estab- 
lished in  Munich,  its  president  being  that  first-rate 
angler  and  sportsman.  Dr.  Karl  Heintz,  of  whose 
admirable  work  on  angling  I  gave  an  illustrated 
notice  in  our  summer  number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  last  year.  I  congratulate  "  Die  Gesplissten  " 
on  their  selection  of  a  president,  and  am  sure  that 
with  such  a  thoroughly  pi-actical  and  enthusiastic 
president  their  club  will  prove  like  an  A  1  built- 
cane  rod — namely,  the  best  of  good  stutt'  well 
cemented  together.  Although  Dr.  Heintz  is  a  great 
admirer  of  English  anghng  methods  and  materials, 
he  is  no  slavish  imitator,  and  has  worked  out 
original  and  valuable  ideas  of  his  own  in  connection 
with  baits,  tackle,  and  methods  of  using  them. 
This  I  am  sure  would  be  proved  if  his  club  did  us 
the  honour  to  send  him  as  their  representative  to 
compete  at  the  easting  tournament  at  the  Crystal 


Palace  next  summer.    In  bait-casting  he  uses 
(combination  of  the  Nottingham  and  Ameri 
styles,  whicli  is  so  neat  and  effective  and  accur 
that  many  anglers  in  this  country  would  adopt 
if  they  could  see  the  doctor  at  work,  as  I  have  do 
I  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  his  portrait,  and  c 
assure  him  of  a  hearty  welcome  if  he  will  come, 
an  early  number  of  the  Fishing  Oazette  I  hope 
give  a  very  interesting  and  useful  account  of  ho 
and  where  to  get  fishing  in  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina, 
which  the  doctor  has  written  for  the  benefit  of  , 
Enghsh  anglers.  R.  B.  Marston.  -j 


SALMON  POACHING  WHOLESALE.' 

The  list  of  convictions  in  the  lecal  sheriff  courts 
gives  but  a  shght  index  to  the  amount  of  salmon 
poaching  which  goes  on  more  or  less  all  over  Scot- 
land north  of  the  Border.  From  the  paucity  of 
fases  in  the  Perth  County  Court  the  Tay  is  particu- 
larly exempt  from  it.  Not  so  the  Tweed,  the  Forth, 
the  North  and  South  Esks,  the  Dee,  the  Don,  and 
some  northern  rivers— particularly  the  Don,  which 


seems  to  be  one  of  the  most  polluted  and  most 
poached  of  rivers.  Happily,  the  pollution  problem 
is  about  to  be  solved,  and  steps  are  about  to  be 
taken  by  the  mill-owners  and  authorities  interested 
to  get  rid  of  this  grievance  once  and  for  ever.  The 
poaching  problem  has  much  need  to  be  tackled  after 
the  same  vigorous  manner.  Last  week  there  was  a 
whole  column  of  cases  in  the  Aberdeen  Sheriff 
Com-t— chiefly  from  the  Don— and  fines  ranging 
from  £2  to  i"5  with  expenses  were  imposed. 

But  these  cases  are  insignificant  when  compared 
with  the  wholesale  raids  that  are  made  by  the 
organised  gangs  of  poachers  both  in  river  and  sea 
alike.  We  are  quite  famiUar  with  these  raids  ott 
the  Tweed,  and  occasionally  on  the  Forth,  but  it  is 
only  now  and  again  that  wholesale  poaching  is 
successful  on  the  Dee  and  Don  and  some  other 
rivers  where  fish  are  reported  plentiful.   No  re- 
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visal  of  the  salmon  laws  in  Scotland  will  be  satis- 
factory without  granting  more  powers  to  water- 
bailiffs.-  Sportsmen  in  ParUament  and  out  of  it 
must  take  this  subject  up,  and  have  it  dealt  M'ith 
thoroughly.  The  class  from  which  our  river 
watchers  are  recruited  must  be  put  upon  a  higher 
level.  A  corps  of  river  poUce  under  the  county 
council,  and  acting  in  consort  ^vith  the  ordinary 
police  forces  throughout  the  country,  will  require  to 
be  created.  Salmon  and  salmon  fishings  are  valu- 
able properties,  and  they  need  as  much  protection 
and  care  as  grouse  or  deer,  but  they  do  not  get  it — 
not  at  least  in  Scotland.  Proprietors  now  exact 
long  rentals  for  their  angling  rights,  and  so  it  is 
their  incumbent  duty  to  do  something  in  return  for 
the  money  that  is  now  coming  to  them  in  this  way. 
It  has  come  without  much  labour  or  thought  on 
their  part,  and  they  should  press  for  such  legislation 
and  united  action  as  -will  ensure  the  preserv-ation  of 
such  valuable  assets.  That  so  much  as  a  hundred 
of  fine  clean  spring  fish  can  be  taken  from  a  river  in 
one  night,  and  so  affect  the  sales  on  the  next  day's 
market,  is  a  disgrace  and  a  blot  on  our  river-police 
system.  (!.  M. 


A  WINTER'S  TALE. 

It  wa.s  a  cloudless  winter's  day,  a  day  of  warmth 
and  most  unusual  sunshine,  much  as  if  the  Clerk 
of  the  Weather,  weary,  or,  it  may  be,  ashamed,  of 
past  misdeeds,  had  seen  fit  to  shuffle  eight  bright 
hours  of  summer  into  a  December  that  had  been 
entirely  bleak  and  cheerless.  The  beauty  of  the 
morning  was  especially  welcome  to  our  own  little 
company  ;  we  were  three  fishermen,  who,  escaping 
for  a  brief  space  from  the  cares  and  worries  of  office, 
were  making  joyous,  albeit  somewhat  heavy-laden, 
passage  along  the  little  wooden  pier  at  Oldhaven. 

We  were  on  the  look-out  for  the  Skipper  and  his 
boat,  old  and  weather-worn  they  were  now,  but 
both  had  been  in  better  circumstances  and  seen 
better  times.  The  one  as  the  well-to-do  owner 
and  captain  of  a  merchantman,  the  other  as  the 
Oldhaven  ferry  boat,  a  "  trim-built  wherry  "  that 
combined  great  safety  with  moderate  speed. 

Now,  alas  !  the  Skipper  had  fallen  upon  evil 
times.  In  one  fatal  night  his  gallant  ship,  and 
with  it  his  entire  fortune,  had  been  lost  and 
swallowed  up  by  the  relentless  sea.  Broken  and 
well-nigh  penniless,  but  withal  brave  and  cheerful 
in  adversity,  he  had  come  home  to  live  and  die  in 
this  little  seaside  town,  here  to  eke  out  a  precarious 
livelihood  with  his  ancient  fishing  craft,  and  in  idle 
moments  to  pace  an  imaginary  quarter-deck  upon 
the  pier-head  scaiming  the  far  horizon  for  the  ship 
that  would  never  return. 

Poor  old  Skipper  !  He  has  drifted  out  with  the 
tide  now,  but  the  memory  of  many  a  happy  day 
remains — days  when  we  fished  down  at  "  The  Gap  " 
or  "  straight  out "  or  even,  wind  and  weather 
permitting,  "  off  the  point."  Once  I  remember  he 
persuaded  me  to  anchor  in  the  Harbour  Channel, 
but  there,  though  sport  was  good,  our  stay  was 
brief,  for  I  have  a  proper  respect  for  paguebots  and 
colliers,  and  but  small  inclination  to  try  conclusions 
with  either.  But  to  return  to  our  "  Winter's 
Tale,"  we  wandered  on  down  the  pier,  and  meeting 
the  coastguard,  answered  his  greeting  of  "  Good 
morning,  gentlemen,  after  'em  again  ?  "  and  asked 
if  "  Jack  Welby  was  about  ?  "  We  received  the 
welcome  news  that  the  captain  went  outside  ten 
minutes  ago  and  was  still  within  hail.  Old  Jack 
was  a  great  stickler  for  his  title,  empty  one  though 
it  might  be,  and  was  always  known  and  spoken  of 
in  Oldhaven  as  "  The  Captain."- 

Arrived  at  the  pier-head,  we  looked  eagerly  out 
to  sea,  but  no  ship  lay  "  in  the  pffing,"  and  a  sense 
of  disappointment  was  beginning  to  steal  over  us, 
when  suddenly  a  well-known  voice  called  "  Mess 
mates,  ahoy ! "-  It  was  the  Skipper.  He  was 
drifting  in  among  the  piles  gathering  mussels  for 
the  day's  sport.  "  I  know'd  you  was  down,"  he 
said,  "  an'  right  glad  I  am  to  see  you,  and  now  the 
sooner  we  slip  anchor  the  better,  for  the  tide's 
just  on  the  turn."- 

Getting  aboard  was  not  altogether  an  easy  matter, 
for  the  steps  were  steep  and  slippery  and  our 
impedimenta — including  as  it  did  a  mighty  luncheon 
hamper  well  packed  with  "aundries" — heavy  and 
cumbersome  ;  but  the  ship's  company,  numbering 
Phil,  Jimmie,  and  myself,  worked  with  a  will,  and 
at  length  all  was  comfortably  stowed  away  and  we 
were  off. 

The  day  being  so  fine  and  the  breeze  so  gentle,  it 


was  decided  to  venture  down  to  Star  Point,  a 
famous  ground  some  three  miles  to  the  "  west'ard  " 
along  the  rocky  dangerous  coast,  a  place  indeed 
that  we  visited  only  in  the  calmest  weather,  not 
that  the  Skipper  would  have  heeded  had  it  blown 
half  a  gale,  but  we — though  of  course  the  idea  was 
never  so  much  as  hinted — had  not  quite  his  faith 
in  the  sea-worthiness  of  the  old  boat.  A  wonderful 
vessel  it  was — its  leaks  were  stayed  with  putty  or 
with  tow,  its  paint  blistered  by  sun  and  worn  away 
by  heavy  rains,  its  ribs  strained  and  battered  in 
many  a  winter's  storm,  held  together  with  odd  bits 
of  wood  and  planking.  Poor  old  boat !  it  sadly 
beUed  its  optimistic  title,  The  Pride  of  Oldhaven. 
But  for  all  that  we  loved  it,  loved  it  for  its  master's 
sake.  To  him  it  was  all  that  a  boat  should  be  ;  its 
lines  were  perfect  and  its  speed  sufficient,  while  in 
its  name  there  lived  the  memory  of  the  brave 
brigantine  that  once  was  his.  Away  we  went,  Phil 
pulUng,  Jimmie  and  I  baiting  a  long  line,  and  the 
Skipper  steering  and  humming  snatches  of  a  sea 
song  that  dealt  at  considerable  length  with  the 
rascally  adventures  of  a  nautical  Lothario  who — 
as  fat  as  I  can  remember — "  lived  on  rum  and 
baccy,  and  dearly  loved  to  roam,"  a  sentiment 
which  evidently  roused  some  kindred  feeling  in  the 
singer's  bosom,  for  he  rapped  out  the  frequent 
chorus  with  great  relish  and  gusto.  The  day  still 
improving  as  the  morning  wore  on  contrasted 
pleasantly  with  the  weather  we  had  left  behind  us 
in  "  the  Smoke.'' 

Here,  while  the  town  in  damp  and  darkness  lies 
We  bathe  in  sunshine  and  see  azure  skies. 

So  sang  the  poet,  and  so  it  was  with  us.  Seawards 
the  waves  glittered  and  sparkled  with  all  the 
dazzling  brilliance  of  summer,  shorewards  the  great 
white  cliffs  stood  out  bold  and  splendid,  green  atop 
where  the  short  down  grass  lay  upon  them  like  a 
coverlet,  black  afoot,  where  the  masses  of  dark 
seaweed  hugged  the  rocks  or  had  been  drifted  high 
upon  the  beach.    We  were  nearing  the  ground  now, 
and  a  few  yards  farther  on  found  our  anchorage 
and  brought  up  a  mile  or  so  off  shore  over  a  patch 
of  sand  that  lay  among  the  rocks  and  was  safe 
from  the  trawlers.    A  little  trouble  arose  with  Phil, 
who,  what  with  the  warm  weather  and  the  hard 
rowing,  declared  himself  "  very  dry,"  and  added 
"  that  one  long  pull  deserved  another."  However, 
we  reminded  him  of  our  steadfast  rule  of  waiting 
to  "  wet  the  first  fish,"  and  with  this  he  had  to  be 
content,  and  fell  to  putting  his  rod  together  with 
all  possible  speed,  though  long  before  he  or  any  of 
us  were  ready  the  Skipper  had  popped  his  chop- 
sticks and  pound  of  lead  overboard  and  drawn  first 
blood  with  a  particularly  small  whiting ;  still 
small  though  it  was,  it  proved  quite  large  enough 
for  Phil's  purpose,  for  he  declared  it  to  "  count  one," 
and  produced  and  handed  round  the  "  sundries  " 
forthwith,  nor  would  he  allow  us  to  settle  down  to 
the  serious  business  of  the  day  until  a  "double 
bumper  "  had  been  served  out  and  satisfactorily 
disposed  of.  Sport  we  had  in  plenty,  and  the  landing 
net  was  in  constant  use  until,  tiring  of  indiscriminate 
slaughter,  Jimmie  suggested  that  he  and  I  should 
fish  a  match  and  test  the  merits  of  our  respective 
skill  and  tackle.    Now,  Jimmie  favoured  two  hooks 
and  reeling  up  for  every  bite,  whilst  my  idea  was  a 
"  streamer  "  of  twelve  hooks  and  waiting  till  each 
one  had  caught  a  fish,  and  by  this  means  I  was  to 
make  one  mighty  haul  and  so  carry  off  the  honours. 
Alas  for  "  the  best  laid  schemes  o'  mice  an'  men," 
I  let  him  get  some  half  a  dozen  dabs  aboard,  and 
then,  bites  having  been  pleasantly  frequent,  called 
every  one's  attention,  and  began  slowly  and  con- 
fidently to  wind  up.    The  fine  came  in  easily,  too 
easily  it  seemed  to  me,  but  perhaps  they  were  all 
little  ones.    The  others  advised  me  to  "  let  it  down 
again  for  another  hour  or  two,"-  but  my  confidence 
in  the  tackle  was  still  unshaken,  and  so  I  continued 
to  wind,  and  at  length,  amid  much  merriment,  the 
streamer  reappeared  upon  the  surface  and  was 
found  to  have  taken— one  solitary  dab !  The 
laugh  and  the  victory  were  very  much  with  Jimmie, 
but  I  did  have  some  slight  satisfaction  out  of  it 
after  all,  for,  as  the  fish  had  swallowed  all  twelve 
hooks,  I  was  able  to  point  out  that  he  could  not 
by  any  possible  means  have  broken  away. 

As  disentangling  my  tackle  was  a  somewhat  pro- 
tracted business,  it  occurred  to  the  Skipper  that  a 
short  interval  and  a  consumption  of  "  sundries 
might  not  come  amiss,  and  no  dissenting  voice 
being  raised,  the  hamper  was  produced  and  "  my 
better  success  next  time  "-  freely  toasted, 

Phil,  aa  usual,  had  sat  very  patiently  in  the  stern 


and  had  no  sport.  He  was  not  a  lucky  fisherman 
by  any  means  ;  but  then  he  looked  with  great 
scorn  upon  our  small  fry,  and  solemnly  held  an 
enormous  rod  baited  with  an  entire  cuttlefish,  witli 
which  bait  he  stood  a  good  chance  of  hooking  a 
sea-serpent  and  very  little  else.  To-day,  however, 
he  did  get  one  bite,  and  for  a  while  tremendous 
excitement  reigned  ;  a  sort  of  hush  came  over  the 
boat,  and  while  we  instinctively  cleared  the  decks 
for  action,  the  Skipper  left  his  line  and  quietly 
screwed  up  the  monster  gaff  that  Phil,  who  did 
everything  on  a  grand  scale,  had  had  specially 
made,  and  that  up  till  now  had  seemed  unlikely  to 
be  of  any  use  other  than  ornamental.  The  tide 
was  running  fairly  strong  and  our  lines  were  all 
aslant,  mine  with  its  fight  lead  and  streamer  being 
particularly  so.  I  struck  a  dab,  and  at  the  samt- 
moment  Phil  shouted  "  He's  there  still."  I  struck 
another  dab  and  again  Phil  shouted-  The  othew 
had  not  noticed,  but  to  me  it  was  evident  that  my 
streamer  must  have  hung  up  in  his  line,  and  so 
putting  a  steady  strain  on,  I  gave  a  series  of  sharp 
jerks.  It  was  too  much  for  Phil.  In  a  voice  of 
wild  excitement  he  cried,  "  Stand  by,  you  chaps  : 
I'm  going  to  strike."  There  was  no  time  to  duck, 
and  a  moment  later  he  swung  the  rod  round  with  a 
mighty  swish,  and  I  received  a  blow  on  the  head 
that  caused  me  to  lose  all  interest  in  the  proceedings 
for  fully  two  minutes.  When  I  did  come  round,  it 
was  to  find  that  "sundries"  were  again  in  process, 
and  to  be  informed  by  the  Skipper  and  Jimmie  that 
I  might  consider  myself  singularly  fortunate  in  not 
having  heard  what  Phil  had  said  on  the  subject  of 
fish,  fishing,  and  fishermen  in  general. 

Luckily  my  own  line  had  come  free,  and  as  to  this 
day  the  real  truth  has  never  been  told,  he  firmly 
believes  that  the  monster  he  missed  was  anything 
from  a  royal  sturgeon  to  a  blue-backed  shark. 

As  by  now  the  run  of  tide  had  begun  to  make 
sport  very  difficult  and  unproductive,  and  as  the 
glory  of  the  day  was  fast  waning  into  the  short 
twiUght  of  a  winter's  evening,  we  determined  to 
follow  the  Skipper's  advice  and  to  up  anchor,  hoist 
a  lug.  and  sail  gently  back  to  the  little  harbour  ere 
the  last  of  the  light  should  have  quite  faded  out  of 
the  western  sky.  Robert  Stanlev. 


FISHING  WATEES  AND 
QUAETERS  IN  YOEKSHIEE. 
By  J.  E,  Miller,  Jtjv. 


None  of  the  Yorkshire  rivers,  in  my  opinion,  are 
very  early  waters.  The  month  of  May  is  better 
than  April,  although  the  present  season  may, 
however,  be  an  exception,  for  there  is  any  amount 
of  insect  life  in  the  water.  Last  week  I  saw  a  good 
hatch  of  Needle  Brown,  also  any  amount  of  small 
midges,  and  a  few  Dark  Ofives.  In  the  days  gone, 
when  John  Jackson,  of  Tanfield  Mill,  and  iMichael 
Theakston  angled,  wet  fly  fishing  alone  was  fol- 
lowed, the  more  scientific  dry  fly  system  now  so 
popular  was  then  unknown.  To-day  Jackson  and 
Theakston  patterns  of  flies  are  fished  with  success. 
The  following  flies  are  now  standard  patterns  and 
good  killers — namely.  Needle  Brown,  Little  Brown. 
March  Brown,  Waterhen  Bloa,  Dark  Needle,  Snipe 
and  Yellow,  Snipe  and  Orange,  Snipe  and  Purple, 
Bradshaw's  Winter  Brown,  Carter  Piatt's  Copper. 
Dark  Watchet,  Woodcock  and  Orange,  OUve  Bloa, 
Blue  Dun,  known  in  Yorkshire  as  Waterhen  Bloa, 
Red  Clock,  Dark  Bloa,  Blue  Midge,  Yellow-legged 
Bloa,  Blue  Partridge,  Yellow  and  Orange  Partridges, 
and  Stone  Fly  will  kill  during  March,  April,  and 
May. 

The  Widdale  Beck,  which  joins  the  main  rivei', 
the  Yore,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  Hawes,  is 
well  stocked  with  trout.  This  remark  wUl  apply 
to  all  the  tributaries  which  empty  themselves  into 
the  Yore  both  sides  of  the  valley  from  Aysgarth  up 
to  its  source  on  the  north-west  side  of  High  Abbot - 
side.  The  water  in  this  district  is  preserved  by  the 
Hawes  and  High  Abbotside  Angling  Association  ; 
their  rights  extend  from  the  Moor  Cock  eastward  to 
Bainbridge.  The  Crown  Hotel,  Hawes,  is  the  head  - 
quarters  of  the  club.  Anglers  will  find  every 
accommodation  there  or  at  the  White  Hart,  or  at 
the  Fountain  Inn.  Day  tickets  are  2s..  week  5s., 
or  10s.  for  the  season.  In  addition  to  the  above- 
mentioned  hotels,  many  of  the  farmers  and  others 
have  accommodation  for  visitors.  Their  names 
can  be  found  in  the  guide  books  issued  by  the 
North-Eastern  Railway  Company.  There  are  rail- 
way stations  at  Hawes  Junction,  Hawes,  Askrigg, 
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and  Aysgarth;  Hawes  is  a  capital  fishing  centre. 
At  Bainbridge  the  angler  will  meet  with  everything 
he  desires  in  the  way  of  bed,  board,  etc.,  at  the  Rose 
and  Crown  Hotel— landlord,  Mr.  Trotter.  The 
Wensleydale  AngUng  Association  waters  extend 
from  about  half  a  mile  below  the  bridge  down  to 
Aysgarth  (certain  lengths  excepted).  These  are 
denoted  by  sign-boards,  the  white  side  facing 
water  belonging  to  the  association,  and  the  red 
facing  water  not  under  the  control  of  the  club. 
The  association  have  also  the  right  of  fishing  the 
Bain  and  Lake  Semmerwater.  They  have  recently 
introduced  a  large  number  of  rainbow  trout  into 
their  waters.  The  Bain  joins  the  Yore  here.  Day 
tickets  are  2s.,  week  5s.,  or  10s.  season.  At  Aysgarth 
comfortable  quarters  wiU  be  found  at  the  Rose 
and  Crown  Hotel  and  the  Palmer  Flat  Hotel, 
more  modern  apartments  and  accommodation.  The 
principal  riparian  owners  in  this  district  are  Lord 
WharncUfie,  Lady  Mary  Vyner,  Mr.  Tomlinson,  and 
Mr.  Bradl^.  A  considerable  tributary  joins  the 
Yore  on  the  south  side  below  Aysgarth  Falls — 
namely.  Burton  Beck.  After  receiving  Walton 
Beck,  it  becomes  Bishopsdale  Beck  above ;  all 
three  are  good  trout  streams.  The  fishing  is 
private,  but  an  occasional  day's  angUng  may  be 
had  from  T.  F.  King,  Esq.,  Edgley,  West  Burton  ; 
Mr.  King,  West  Burton  ;  J.  C.  Winn,  Esq.,  West 
Burton ;  and  J.  W.  Lodge,  Esq.,  Bishopsdale.  I 
consider  Redmire  the  very  best  centre  for  the 
Upper  Yore.  From  here  it  is  easy  to  get  to  Hawes, 
etc.,  by  train.  There  is  good  trout  fishing  in  this 
district.  From  Aysgarth  low  falls  to  Gillbeck  the 
water  can  now  be  fished.  Anglers  can  obtain  day, 
weekly,  or  season  tickets  from  Mrs.  R.  Rider, 
King's  Arms  Hotel,  Redmire,  who  is  also  in  a 
position  to  procure  visitors  a  day  or  two's  fishing 
in  a  portion  lower  down.  Tickets  for  Sir  Wilham 
Chaytor's  water  cost :  Day,  2s.  6d.  ;  weekly, 
10s.  6d.  ;  or  the  season,  21s.  Mrs.  Dimsdale,  Mill 
Farm,  Redmire,  can  accommodate  a  visitor  or  two. 
Anglers  will  also  meet  with  comf_ortable  quarters  at 
Mr.  W.  Kilbum,  Wheat  and  Sheaf,  G'arperby,  and 
the  host  is  in  a  position  to  get  leave  for  some  good 
water  .  for  his  visitors.  Between  Redmire  and 
Wensley  the  water  is  strictly  preserved  for  the 
members  of  the  Bolton  family  and  their  friends. 
There  is  very  good  trout  fishing  from  Wensley  to 
about  four  hundred  yards  above  the  Suspension 
Bridge  at  Middleham.  Day  tickets  are  issued  at 
Is.  6d.,  to  be  obtained  from  the  Estate  Office, 
Wensley.  Anglers  will  find  comfortable  apartments 
at  Bolton  Arms,  Hotel  Leyburn,  and  Red  Lion 
■Hotel  (proprietor,  Mr.  R.  Heaton),  Leyburn. 
Middleham  is  a  very  good  centre  for  anglers  visiting 
Wensleydale.  The  principal  hotel  is  the  White 
Swan,  and  the  Commercial  Hotel  (proprietor,  Mr. 
J.  Beswick),  Middleham.  There  are  also  private 
apartments  to  be  had  in  the  town.  Wensleydale 
and  Coverdale  are  beginning  to  be  much  better 
known,  and  every  year  marks  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  visitors.  I  often  wonder  how  it  is  that 
Middleham  is  not  more  frequented  than  it  is.  There 
is  not  a  more  attractive  spot  in  England,  if  anyone 
only  knew  it.  The  purity  and  invigorating  character 
of  its  air  and  its  bracing  cUmate  make  it  one  of  the 
most  refreshing  places  for  jaded  and  weary  dwellers 
in  the  closer  atmosphere  of  the  towns.  .Then,  too, 
the  natural  beauty  of  its  surroundings,  the  lovely 
scenery  in  Coverdale,  the  commanding  views  of  tlie 
fertile  valley  of  the  Yore.  And  there  is  hardly  any 
place  more  full  of  the  charm  of  historic  tradition. 
The  old  castle  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  town, 
with  memories  of  the  Crusades  and  the  days  of 
chivalry,  the  old  market  crosses,  bull  ring,  and  the 
talking  well  are  quaint  fragments  of  architecture. 
Coverham  Abbey  and  the  ancient  Priory  of  Jer- 
vauex  are  both  within  easy  walking  distance.  The 
old  church,  with  its  reUgious  associations,  its 
ancient  collegiate  foundations,  its  memories  of 
Charles  Kingsley,  and  its  architectural  monuments, 
its  legend  of  the  martyrdom  of  St.  Alkelda,  its 
rescued  font  canopy,  and  other  interesting  features 
too  numerous  to  mention.  I  know  no  place  in 
England  more  full  of  varied  interest  and  charm 
than  this  little  town  in  which  it  is  my  privilege 
to  live. 

The  tenants  or  landowners  have  the  right  of 
fishing  the  Cover,  or  of  granting  leave  to  fish.  This 
river  is  fairly  well  stocked  with  both  trout  and 
grayling,  the  latter  finding  their  way  up  to  Carlton. 
There  is  good  trout  fishing  from  the  last  named 
place  to  its  junction  with  the  Yore  just  below 
Cover  Bridge  Inn,  particularly  after  a  freshet.  I 
could  obtain  leave  for  a  gentleman  or  two  to  fish  at 


Carlton,  and  under  favourable  conditions  sport  is 
invariably  good  with  fly  and  minnow.  Anglers 
can  find  accommodation  at  the  lower  end  at  the 
Cover  Bridge  Inn  (proprietor,  Mr.  C.  Towler).  This 
old-fashioned  and  pretty  country  inn,  situated  in 
the  heart  of  Wensleydale,  is  now  under  new 
management,  and  arrangements  are  complete  for 
the  comfort  of  visitors.  From  extracts  in  the 
visitors'  book,  everybody  gives  the  house  a  good 
word.    One  angler  goes  into  poetry,  and  says  : 

"  There  is  not  in  the  wide  world  an  inn  where  we 
find 

Such  excellent  fare  and  peace  of  mind, 

As  the  inn  on  the  Cover  in  Wensley's  loved  dale." 

The  Yore,  about  four  hundred  yards  below 
Ulshaw  Bridge,  gathers  up  the  Cover  below  this 
point  down  to  Kilgram  Bridge.  Trout  fishing  is 
good  in  the  streams.  H.  Christie,  Esq.,  Jervauex, 
has  the  sporting  rights.  On  the  other  side,  S.  C. 
Scrope,  Esq.,  Danby  Hall,  and  Lord  Bolton  are  the 
riparian  owners.  An  occasional  day's  angling  can 
be  got.  Fair  trout  fishing  can  be  got  on  the  Clifton 
water,  which  belongs  to  Lady  Cowell,  CUfton  Castle. 
Masham  is  a  good  centre  for  anglers,  who  will  find 
comfortable  quarters  at  the  King's  Head.  At  a 
short  distance  below  Masham  the  Bum  joins  the 
Yore,  but  this  river  and  the  streams  through 
Swinton  Park,  now  the  residence  of  Lord  Masham, 
are  strictly  preserved  for  his  lordship  and  friends. 
The  Tanfield  Club  rights  extend  from  Hackfall 
down  to  East  Tanfield.  The  club  is  limited  to 
thirty  members  ;  each  member  can  purchase  six 
day  tickets  for  the  use  of  his  friends  during  the 
season.  The  next  length  from  East  Tanfield  down 
to  Nunwick  belongs  to  Sir  Reginald  Graham,  who 
gives  an  occasional  day's  permission.  At  Ripon, 
the  Ripon  Anghng  Club  preserve  about  four  miles 
of  the  river.  Day  tickets  can  be  obtained  for  2s.  6d. 
Headquarters  of  the  club,  the  Unicorn  Hotel. 
Below  this  point  it  is  not  much  good  for  the  trout 
fisherman.  The  best  trout  fishing  on  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Swale  is  at  Keld,  twenty-two  miles 
above  Richmond.  All  the  tributaries  and  the 
river  itself  are  very  rapid,  and  are  best  fished  imme- 
diately after  a  freshet.  The  trout  average  four  to 
the  pound,  small,  but  of  excellent  quaUty.  Anglers 
can  find  apartments  at  Cat  Hole  Inn,  Keld. 
Not  more  than  two  anglers  can  be  taken  at 
a  time.  Anyone  fond  of  a  quiet,  out-of-the- 
way  place  will  get  it  here,  and  carmot  fail  to  be 
impressed  with  the  fine  views  of  this  wild,  moun- 
tainous, and  beautiful  district.  From  Keld,  the 
river  runs  round  Kisdon  Fell,  Muker,  Gunnerside, 
and  Crackpot,  down  to  Reeth  and  Grinton.  Here 
the  angler  will  find  comfortable  quarters  at  the 
Buck  Hotel,  Reeth,  and  Bridge  Inn,  Grinton. 
Most  of  the  fishing  is  considered  private,  but  visitors 
staying  at  these  inns  will  be  able  to  obtain  a  few 
days'  leave,  also  at  the  King's  Head,  Richmond, 
which  is  a  good  centre  for  anglers  visiting  Swaledale. 
Trout  fishing  has  greatly  improved  at  Easeby  and 
Catterick  Bridge.  At  the  last-named  place,  anglers 
staying  at  Catterick  Bridge  Hotel,  Mr.  W.  Hard- 
castle  (proprietor),  who  has  had  experience  as  a 
trout  and  grayling  fisher,  will  be  able  to  accom- 
modate visitors  and  can  give  fishing  rights,  and  the 
riparian  owners  of  the  district  seldom  refuse  a  day 
to  respectable  apphcants.  From  this  point  it  is  of 
very  lit  tie  use  for  trout  fishing.  The  Costa  has  its 
source  at  Keld  Head,  and  is  fed  by  numerous  springs, 
and  maintains  an  average  temperature  of  fifty 
degrees  all  the  year  round.  The  aquatic  hfe  it 
produces  is  most  abundant,  and  trout  attain  a 
large  size.  The  greater  portion  is  preserved  and 
well  stocked  by  the  Costa  AngUng  Association, 
which  is  Umited  to  thirty  members.  Permission 
can  be  obtained  on  certain  days  from  members, 
who  must  accompany  visitors.  Pickering  Beck 
joins  the  Costa  near  Kirby,  Misperton  Bridge,  three 
miles  below  Pickering.  The  fishing  is  good  for 
trout.  Tickets  can  be  obtained  by  visitors  at  3s. 
day,  7s.  6d.  week,  or  15s.  for  the  season,  from  Mr. 
J.  S.  Guffick,  Croft  House,  Pickering,  or  the  Post 
Office,  Pickering.  Anglers  will  find  good  accom- 
modation at  the  White  Swan  Hotel,  Pickering,  at 
very  reasonable  charges.  In  the  Kirbymoorside 
district  there  is  plenty  of  trout  fishing.  The  river 
Dove  rises  at  Middlehead,  and  enters  the  Rye  below 
Salton  Bridge.  The  Dove  Anghng  Association, 
who  preserve  this  stream,  also  comprises  the  whole 
of  Howkcld  Beck  and  the  river  Hodge.  Tickets 
can  be  obtained  from  J.  C.  Frank,  Esq.,  The  Bank, 
Kirbymoorside,  at  the  following  rates :  Season, 


20s.  ;  weekly  tickets.  7s.  6d.  ;  day  tickets,  28.  6d. 
Anglers  will  find  White  Horse  Hot«l,  Kirbymoorside, 
very  comfortable. 

The  river  Rye  is  free  from  the  source  to  Sl;iakea 
Bridge,  and  thence  by  ticket,  obtainable  from  the 
Earl  of  Feversham's  Estate  Office,  Helmsley,  on 
both  sides  to  Rievauex  Bridge.  The  charges  are 
12s.  for  the  season,  three  months  7s.,  one  week  Is.  ; 
artificial  fly  and  minnow  only  allowed.  Helmsley 
is  the  nearest  railway  station,  and  best  centre  for 
Rye  and  Riccall.  Below  Rievauex  Bridge  to 
Helmsley  the  water  passes  through  the  Earl's 
estate,  and  this  length  is  most  strictly  preserved. 
From  Helmsley  to  Newton  Bridge  is  good  for  trout 
fishing,  and  is  strictly  preserved  by  the  Ryedale 
Anglers'  Association,  and  below  is  in  private  hands, 
permission  being  seldom  granted.  Anglers  will 
find  quarters  at  the  Feversham  Arms  Hotel, 
Helmsley,  and  The  Hotel,  Hawnby  (proprietor, 
Mr.  G.  Barker).  The  best  trout  lengths  on  the 
river  Derwent  are  oil  the  upper  reaches,  being  in 
the  hands  of  the  Derwent  Angling  Association, 
extending  from  the  source  to  the  bottom  limit  of 
Sir  C.  Legard's  water.  Anglers  will  find  School 
House  Hotel,  School  House  Hill,  Pickering,  specially 
catered  for.  The  river  Nidd,  in  the  upper  reaches, 
is  preserved  by  the  riparian  owners,  who  seldom 
grant  permission.  The  Harrogate  Conservative 
Anglers'  Association  have  the  fishing  rights  from 
the  bottom  end  of  Irrigation  Farm  to  Dacre  Banks 
Bridge  one  side,  and  on  the  other  side,  from  Dacre 
Bridge  to  one  field  above  the  footbridge.  Day 
tickets,  2s.  6d.  ;  weekly,  5s.  ;  monthly,  lOs.,  which 
can  be  obtained  from  the  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
Leeds.  Below  this  length  the  fishing  right  is  pre- 
served down  to  Hampsthwaite  Bridge  on  both  sides. 
Below  the  Knaresborough  Anglers'  Club  preserve 
the  water  to  the  High  Bridge,  Knaresborough  ;  no 
day  tickets  granted.  From  here  to  Ribston  the 
last-named  clubs  also  have  fishing  rights,  excepting 
portions  which  is  preserved  by  the  Knaresborough 
Joint  Anglers'  Club  ;  day  tickets,  2s.  Anglers  will 
find  the  World's  End  Hotel,  Knaresborough,  very 
comfortable.  At  Ribston  Park  the  fishing  belongs 
to  the  Harrogate  Anglers'  Association.  A  few 
trout  are  to  be  caught,  but  the  water  becomes 
deeper,  and  below  this  length  is  only  of  interest  to 
bottom  fishermen. 

The  fishing  in  the  Wharfe  is  excellent.  The 
Kilnsey  Angling  Club  have  now  one  of  the  best 
trout  streams  in  the  North  of  England.  There  are 
no  grayUng  or  smolts  in  this  length,  which  accounts 
for  the  trout  fishing  being  so  good,  which  commences 
and  extends  on  both  sides  of  the  river  to  Netherside 
without  a  break,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three 
small  fields.  The  headquarters  of  the  club  is  the 
Tennant's  Arms  Hotel,  Kilnsey,  where  anglers 
will  meet  with  every  attention.  Tickets  for  fishing 
this  length  can  be  obtained  at  the  hotel ;  charges, 
5s.  fishing  from  the  bank,  and  7s.  6d.,  when  wading, 
per  day.  At  Netherside  the  Grassington  Angling 
Club  water  commences,  and  extends  for  about  a 
mile  below  Linton  Church.  Day  tickets  may  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  R.  Metcalf,  Threshfield,  5s.,  and 
for  the  season,  £1  Is.  The  trout  fishing  here  is 
good.  The  same  remark  may  apply  to  Burnsall 
Club  length,  which  commences  at  the  stepping 
stones  and  extends  to  Barden  Bridge.  Day  tickets 
for  fly  fishing  only  are  issued  to  the  general  public 
at  5s.  each.  No  trout  can  be  taken  under  eight 
inches.  Anglers  can  meet  with  every  attention  at 
the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Burnsall  (landlord,  Mr.  T. 
Wilkinson),  and  New  Inn  (Mr.  J.  W.  Biims), 
Appletreewick,  who  is  a  practical  angler,  Bnd  can 
give  his  piscatorial  visitors  every  accommodation 
and  assistance.  From  Barden  Bridge  to  Bolton 
Bridge  free  fishing  may  be  obtained  by  staying  at 
the  Devonshire  Arms  Hotel  (proprietor,  Mr.  A.  B. 
Hagar),  Bolton  Abbey,  Skipton  ;  artificial  fly  only 
used  on  this  length.  Below  Bolton  Abbey  length 
for  some  distance  the  water  is  in  private  hands, 
with  portions  belonging  to  the  Addingham  and 
Leeds  and  County  Angling  Clubs.  No  day  tickets 
are  granted.  Just  below  the  weir  at  Addingham 
the  Ilkley  Angling  Association  joins  this  length,  and 
contains  good  trout  streams  extending  to  Ben 
Rhydding  Bridge.  Day  tickets  can  be  obtained  at 
a  charge  of  5s.  per  day.  Anglers  will  find  accom- 
modation at  Lister's  Arms  Hotel  and  Middelton 
Hotel  (proprietor,  Mr.  0.  Dilly),  who  is  an  ardent 
angler.  Ilkley  as  a  health  resort  is  rapidly  gaining 
in  pubUc  favour,  and  may  now  be  reckoned  apiongst 
the  most  popular  of  its  kind  in  this  or,  any-part  of 
the  country.  Below  here  the  river  has  little  interest 
for  the  trout  fisher^ 
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MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactiirer  of  every  description  of  FisUng  Tacl^le  suital)Ie  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLB  AND   OTHER  MEDALS  A  WABBED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  supsrior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  oib.  ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane, 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting;  Reel. 

Ihla  Keel  U  used  hj  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroadi 
Rods  and  Lines  to  salt. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  looha  In  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Taokle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

12  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  oS,  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get, 

The  following  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testlmoaials. 

Colonel  Q.  writes :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellons.  I  have  no  hMltatton  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
B.  S.,  Ifew  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  it  gets  as  smooth 
aa  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  leemi  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET.  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


;REAr>  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps, 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world, 
post  free, 

?  cloz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d., 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THFSE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killinsr  powers  ;  having  no  e<iual. 
Complete  Piice  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  tly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
a])plicatiun. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

FishingTackleManufacturer,Omagh,lreland. 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

OAH  BK  HAD  AT  THS 
PublisMtiff  Office,  St.  Dunitan'i  Ho^ue,  E.  C. 

THE  HIT  OF  THE  SEASON!! 

TAYLOR'S  ORIGINAL 

"Always  Ready  for  Use" 
KING  GFROAGH  PASTE 

Made  in  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White,  and 
Yellow,  and  put  up  in  3d.,6d.,  and  Is.  tins. 

TEST  ITS  MERITS 

YOURSELF 

by  sending   four   penny  stamps  for 
sample  tins  of  each  colour,  post  free. 


IMrect  from  the  Maker : 

E.  S.  TAYLOR, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER, 

1,  West  Bridge  Square,  LEICESTER. 


THE 


OAKENGLOUGH 
FISHERY, 

Garstang,  Lancashire 


We  are  already  heavily  sold  for  Brown  Trout 
for  next  season,  and  it  is  advisable  for  those 
who  wish  to  secure  our  "Pure  Fario"  to 
book  early.  Much  loss  has  occurred  in  the 
past  through  buyers  turning  down  Levens,  or 
Brown  Trout  having  a  Leven  cross,  into  their 
rivers,  as  such  fish  almost  invariably  go  down 
We  are  also  ofifering  »wo  varieties  of  Rain- 
bows, viz.,  Trinity  and  Shasta,  the  former 
grow  into  larger  fish,  but  are  not  quite  so 
brilliantly  marked  as  the  latter. 

We  have  a  grand  lot  of  Fontinalis,  which, 
for  enclosed  water  and  from  a  culinary  point, 
we  consider  are  hard  to  beat. 
Book  at  once  for  any  of  the  foUotoing  va/rieties : 
BROOK  FARIO,  LAKE  FARIO,  RAINBOWS 
.Shasta  or  Trinity),  LEVENS  &  FONTINALIS. 
Yearlings  or  Two-Year-Olds  in  each. 


FISHING  GAZETTE 

WANTED 

COPIES  OF  "  FISHING  GAZETTE  " 
for  February  19,  April  16,  and  July  2.3, 
1881.  6(Z.  each  will  be  given  for  copies 
of  above  by  The  Manager,  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter 
Lane,  London,  E.G. 


EAST   INDIA  MOTTLED 
CANES. 

A  Special  Conslfrnment  of  the  above,  very 
thin  in  Butt,  and  from  18  ft.  long,  perfect  naturnl 
Ko(I»,  In  one  piece  as  imported,  prices  lye  to  2/6 
each.  Very  Hne  picked,  price  3/6  each.  Maltcs 
the  best  and  lightest  of  Salmon  or  Sea  Eods,  &c. 

H.  WHITTY.IMasnettSt.LIyerpooI. 


NORTON  FISHERY, 

BALDOCM:,  HERTS, 

HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  FISH  FOR  DISPOSAL: 
YEARLINGS, 

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000  ....  from  3  inches  to  5 

BROWN  TROUT,    5,000  ....  from  5  inches  to  8 

LOCH  LEVENS,  10,000    from  4  inches  to  6 

RAINBOWS,  25,000    from  4  inches  to  6 

RAINBOWS,  10,000    from  6  inches  to  9 

TWO'YEAR'OLDS. 

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  11 

BROWN  TROUT,    5,000    from  9  inches  to  14 

RAINBOWS,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  12 

RAINBOWS,    5,000    from  9  inches  to  14 


inches 
inches 
inches 
inches 
inches 


inches 
inches 
inches 
inches 


Quotations  for  larger  fish  on  application.  AH  fish  free  on  rail  at  Baldock  Station, 
and  guaranteed  a  safe  delivery.  Fresh  Water  Snails  and  Shrimps,  especially 
recommended  for  waters  about  to  be  stocked,  are  supplied  at  £1  per  1,000. 

Apply,  MANAGER. 


MALCOM  &  CO., 

The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 

INVENTORS  OF  THE  ... 

"  "Xainned  Angola.  " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"  Tanned   Angola.  " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 
WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&21/ 

See  Field,  June  30,  1900. 


3,  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 


CATALOQUES  GRATIS. 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  General  Remarks.— The  river  is 
now  at  its  normal  height  for  this  time  of  year, 
and  in  regard  to  colour  it  has  a  nice  greenish  tint 
■which  was  not  spoiled  by  Wednesday's  rain. 
There  is  a  little  snow-broth  in  the  water,  which  is 
not  a  good  sign  for  sport,  but  this  will  pa?s  away 
by  to-day  (March  5).  Sport  was  interfered  with 
during  the  early  part  of  the  week  by  the  north- 
easterly* winds  and  the  snow,  which  made  it  very 
unpleasant  for  the  few  anglers  who  ventured  out, 
and  they  were  not  well  rewarded  for  their  trouble. 
There  is  only  another  week  left  of  the  coarse  fishing 
season  which  closes  on  March  14,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  weather  will  turn  fine,  so  that 
anglers  will  get  some  good  sport  to  wind  up  the 
season. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  is  in  good  condition 

for  fishing,  only  the  very  rough  and  changeable 
weather  seems  to  have  put  them  off  the  feed  ;  very 
few  have  been  caught.  A  large  number  of  bank 
fishermen  have  been  down,  but  they  have  done 
very  badly.  Mr.  Ramsden  Price,  fishing  with  G. 
Vaughan  on  Feb.  29,  took  ten  good  chub,  best  fish 
41b.  This  is  the  best  take  I  know  of,  and  the 
prospects  for  the  week-end  are  most  promising. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

  (Lechlade,  Gloucestershire). — At  last  the 

old  Thames  has  settled  down  once  more,  and  one  is 
able  to  fish  from  the  bank  at  nearly  all  points.  Mr. 
Perry  has  landed  five  fine  pike,  weight  up  to  8|lb., 
with  spoon  and  live  gorge  bait  ;  Mr.  Kinch  took 
several  up  to  121b.  Roach  and  perch  fishers  nre 
also  doing  well.  There  are  some  well  baited  swims 
near  the  Trout  Inn,  St.  John's  Bridge.  Provided 
we  do  not  have  a  lot  more  falling  weather,  sport 
will  daily  improve,  and  I  hope  our  old  friend  Mr. 
Bowyer  will  make  up  for  lost  time. — Chas.  Pov^ell. 

  (Teddingpton    Weir).  —  Water   now  in 

splendid  cond.tion,  and  if  we  do  not  get  too  much 
rain  will  remain  so  up  to  the  end  of  the  season. 
Anglers  are  very  chary  of  coming  out,  but  those 


that  have  the  last  few  daj's  have  had  'some  fine 
takes  of  dace.  Mr.  Percy  Curtis  has  taken  two  nice 
jack,  and,  fishing  with  a  gentleman  at  Broom  water, 
I  got  sixty  perch  up  to  ^b.  Hope  customers  will 
not  miss  next  weelc— W.  McBride. 

Bottisham  Looks  (Waterbeach).  —  During  the 
week  on  this  part  of  the  Cam  several  anglers  have 
been  seen  out  with  small  results  as  to  takes,  only  a 
few  odd  pike  having  been  creeled.  This  was  a  great 
disappointment,  considering  the  river  to  be  clean 
and  also  in  excellent  condition. — John  O.  George, 
Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District).  — A  good  number 
have  ventured  out,  and  fish  are  reported  to  be 
plentiful.  Two  salmon  were  caught  in  the  higher 
waters  by  Mr.  Jackson,  whilst  Mr.  W.  F.  Tollit, 
who  went  to  Buckfastleigh  and  worked  his  way 
down  the  river,  was  rewarded  with  a  splendid 
basket  of  two  dozen  and  a  brace.  At  Staverton 
and  elsewhere  Mr.  Beccles  had  a  dozen  and  a  half, 
whilst  Mr.  J.  Edmonds  creeled  fifteen  and  Mr. 
Kingston  three  brace  on  the  Harbourne.  On  Tuesday 
(March  1)  there  were  ninete  n  caught. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  York). — The  river  has  been 
in  flood  for  some  weeks  past,  and  fishing  hiis  been 
quite  in  abeyance.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Feb.  28) 
the  river  is  still  in  flood  and  full  of  snow  water. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — A  trout  of  what  has  been 
stated  to  be  the  Scotch  species,  and  weighing  (ilb. , 
has  been  taken  from  the  Marazion  reservoir  ne^ir 
Black  Rock.  Recently  a  basket  of  fourteen  trout 
were  creeled  in  the  Otter  by  Mr.  Wright.  The 
upper  Teign  han  been  restocked. — ^Devonian. 

iiden  (Carlisle). — In  spite  of  cold,  biting 
weather  sport  has  continued  good.  In  the  Corby 
and  Wetheral  waters  Mr.  Pattinson  has  killed  seven 
fish  from  71b.  to  181b.  Mr.  Donald,  two,  1.5lb.  and 
2!jlb.  ;  Mr.  Catto,  four,  14lb.  to  191b.  ;  Mr.  Bushbv, 
one,  161b.;  Dr.  Folly,  two,  141b.  and  191b.;  MV. 
Middleton,  one,  141b. ;  and  the  Corby  Castle  keeper', 
four,  81b.  to  2 lib.  At  Armathwaite  Castle,  Mr.  A. 
Edwards  has  had  thre=.  151b.,  181b.,  and  191b. 
In  the  Armathwaite  Hall  water.  Dr.  Murray 
one,  211b.:  and  Mr.  Hugh  P.  Slater,  one,  Wh., 
At  Syke  Foot,  Mr.  Mason'Scott,  three,  161b.,  181b., 
and  191b.  On  the  Doctor's  Flat,  Mr.  T.  Robinson, 
one.  At  Low  House,  Mr.  W.  Farrer,  one,  19lb. ;  and 
Mr.  Smith,  one,  151b.  At  Irthing  Foot,  Mr. 
Rosenvinge  had  two.   At  Brooklewath,  Mr.  Dalton, 


one,  151b.  In  the  Crosby  water,  Mr.  W,  Stanley, 
one.  The  river  is  now  low  and  fine.  A  good 
rain  would  bring  the  snow  off  the  hills,  improve 
salmon  fishing,  and  start  trout  fishing.  Ai 
amusing  incident  happened  a  few  days  ago. 
The  inmates  of  Corby  Castle  henrd  loud  cries 
of  '\Help"  from  the  pool  immediately  below  the 
castle.  Mr.  Howard  was  instantly  alert,  and, 
fearing  that  some  one  had  tumbled  into  the 
deep  water,  called  for  assistance.  Butler,  footmen^ 
grooms,  and  gardeners  were  soon  hurrying  dowa 
the  hill  with  pitchforks,  rakes,  and  ropes,  wlien 
instead  of  a  drowning  man  they  found  an  angler 
fast  in  his  first  salmon,  and  in  mortal  dread  of  being 
pulled  in.  The  worthy  owner  of  Corby  was  greatly 
relieved  and  much  enjoyed  the  joko.  —  Silver 
Grey. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  weather  has  a( 
last  changed  from  perpetual  rain  to  bright  fro-ty 
weather,  and  it  is  hoped  will  continue.  Some  pike 
have  been  taken  both  in  the  Exe  and  canal  near 
Exeter.  On  Feb.  24,  Messrs.  Shapley,  Graf,  and 
Jaokman,  at  Upper  Exe,  caught  six  pike  and  lo-t 
two,  the  best  fish  captured  going  111b.  These  c(jn- 
tinued  captures  of  pike  must  be  very  gratifying  to 
the  conservators  and  salmon  and  trout  angle r.j 
alike,  especially  as  the  reports  from  Devonshire 
generally  are  very  favourable  for  this  season's  sport. 
— Rkd  Palmer. 

Itcheu  (Winchester). — After  the  heavy  flood; 
of  the  last  two  months  the  river  is  beginning;  to 
resums  its  normal  level  once  more,  and  it  is  possible 
to  form  some  opinion  as  to  how  fish  have  spawned. 
There  are  more  than  the  usual  number  of  redds  in 
the  river,  and  they  are  flattening  day  by  day, 
indicating  that  the  young  fish  are  hatching  oui. 
So  far  as  I  can  judge  it  has  been  a  very  good  season 
for  the  spawning  of  wild  fish.  The  river  bed  is  very 
clean,  the  fish  are  recovering  condition  very  well, 
and  there  is  every  indication  of  an  early  and  good 
fishing  season.  There  have  been  driblets  of  various 
Olives,  Duns,  etc.  Temperature  has  not  varied 
very  much.  Taken  frequently  during  January 
and  February  the  variation  was  from  45deg.  to 
47deg.,  and  one  morning  as  low  as  42deg.  J"'alir'. 
Wind  was  all  round  the  compass,  but  chiefly  X.li). 
and  E.  We  have  had  a  fair  share  of  rain  in  the 
Itchen  Valley,  and  although  it  has  tended  to  scour 
the  bed  of  the  river  and  distribute  a  few  of  our  fish 


AN  UNPRECEDENTED  OFFER. 


21/- 


21/- 


The  "Multum  in  Parvo"  Rod. 

In  order  to  further  popularise  our  "Multum  in  Parvo"  Trout  Rods,  we  will  present  free  gratis  one  of  the  above,  either*" 
8,  9,  or  10  ft.,  in  Greenheart,  to  anyone  who  sends  us  two  customers  for  the  purchase  of  same.    Sent  on  approval^ 


Two  Guineas. 


Two  Guineas,* 


The  "Perfection"  Built  Cane  Multum  in  Parvo  Rod,  Lock  Joints,  will  cast  a  heavy  line,  9  ft.,  9  ft.  6  in,,  and  10  ft. 
We  should  be  glad  to  send  these  to  any  of  our  customers  on  approval,  carriage  paid. 


3  Joints,  2  Tops,  highest  grade 
of  build  and  finish.  £3  3s. 


With  Top  Case  and  Landing 
.  Handle,  complete  «3  los.  es^^ 


3^ 


Rods   Built  to 
Customers' 
Own  Patterns. 


THE  NEW  "ASSASSIN"  FLY,  post  free,  3/6  per  dozen. 
Send   yovir  o]?dei*s   for   Tront   Flies,   2  -   per  dozen. 

OGDEN  UCOTFORD 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

N.B.  -1904  PATTERN  SPECIAL  Snd  QUALITY  "MULTUM  IN  PARVO"  TROUT  ROD,  9ft.  6  in.  and  10ft., 
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below,  I  am  afraid  it  has  also  left  us  a  few  extra 
jack. — Pale  Watery  Dun. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Wintry  weather  has 
prev^ailed  in  the  Lea  valley,  and  few  anglers  have 
cared  to  face  the  cold  winds.  Snow  and  rain  have 
fallen,  and  altogether  the  past  week  has  been  an 
indiSerent  one  for  sport.  Pike,  roach,  and  perch 
have  been  caught,  but  I  cannot  hear  of  any  good 
baskets  being  obtained  in  the  frea  waters.  Perch 
fishing  is  now  over  in  the  waters  rented  by  the 
A.  A.,  and  the  season  might  aLso  for  the  benefit  of 
the  fish  and  sport  terminate  at  the  end  of  February 
in  the  public  reashes,  as  perch  are  generally  very 
full  of  ova  at  this  period  of  the  year.  V\'ith  warmer 
and  more  settled'  weather  prevailing,  good  sport 
should  attend  upon  anglers  up  the  Lea,  but  at  the 
time  of  writing  (March  3)  immediate  prospects  are 
not  promising. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  have  nowgonedown  and  cleared, 
and  are  getting  into  fair  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  since  last  week  has  been  very  severe. 
Heavy  snow  has  been  had  with  sharp  frosts  at 
night,  and  the  ground  is  covered  with  snow  which 
melts  but  slowly,  and  it  has  not  been  encouraging 
to  anglers  to  get  out.  Trout  season  commenced  on 
Wednesday,  March  2,  but  there  was  nothing  doing, 
the  weather  being  cold  and  against  sport ;  there 
is  snow  in  the  rivers,  and  until  that  has  gone  the 
fish  will  not  move.  The  Pinsley  is  clear,  a  nice 
level,  and  getting  into  fishing  order. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterborongh).  —  The  water  in  the  river 
is  assuming  its  normal  height  this  week,  but  the 
weather  is  so  very  wintry  and  bitterly  cold  that  it 
requires  those  only  of  stamina  and  pluck  to  venture 
out.  Since  my  last  report,  Mr.  George  Ebbutt  has 
had  some  splendid  sport  amongst  the  roach.  He 
caught  nineteen,  and  they  weighed  a  stone,  the 
largest  scaling  lib.  8oz. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— The  past  week  has 
been  a  poor  one  for  fly-fishing.  A  verv  cold  snap 
has  set  in,  and  for  the  last  few  days  the  fish  have  not 
moved  on  the  surface  at  all.  There  ha?  been  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  snow  on  the  hills  and  the 
water  has  reached  a  very  low  temperature.  About 
the  middle  of  the  day  a  little  sport  may  possibly  be 
had.  A  rod  at  Ottery,  last  Friday,  Feb.  26,  took 
four  brace,  weighing  3|lb.,  using  the  Pheasant  Tail 
and  February  Red,  but  nothing  at  all  has  been  done 
this  week  so  far  as  is  known.  Better  times  must  be 
hoped  for  when  March  "goes  out  like  a  lamb," 

— tfERON. 

Ooae  (Holywell  Perry).  —  River  in  splendid 
colour  for  all  round  angling,  and  those  who  have 
braved  the  cold  have,  during  this  last  week,  been 
well  rewarded  (as  I  predicted  in  my  last  week's 
report;,  roach  up  to  lib.  9oz.  having  been  taken  ; 
pike  have  been  on  also  at  intervals,  principally 
during  the  bursts  of  sunshine.  One  day  out  with 
Dr.  Gower  we  got  four  nice  fish,  and  on  Feb.  29  we 
had  five  on,  small  baits  answering  the  best. — 

A.  SCAED. 

— —  (Huntingdon).— The  floods  have  at  last 
subsided  and  left  the  water  in  very  fair  condition. 
Chub  and  roach  are  now  in  the  pink  of  condition, 
and  worth  trying  for.  Pike  are  full  of  spawn,  and 
it  is  a  pity  to  take  them.  The  Huntingdon  waters 
were  closed  to  pike  anglers  from  Feb.  29.  Intending 
visitors  kindly  note  this,  as  hitherto  they  have  been 
open  until  March  14. — C.  A.  Bryant. 

  (St.  WeotB,  Half  Moon  Hotel).— Water 

now  in  good  condition  again.  Fair  sport  last 
Week-end — one  of  6|lb,  and  some  smaller  ones. — 
F.  B/:].soN. 

Plyniontli. — All  the  rivers  opened  on  March  1 
jfor  fishing  in  our  districts;  several  rods  went  out, 
.but  the  wind  waa  very  high  and  cold,  so  I  do  not 
expect  that  there  was  much  done.  There  is  plenty 
of  water,  so  given  a  few  days  fine  and  warmrr, 
there  should  be  some  good  baskets  taken. — W. 
Heardek. 

Severn  (Sliropshire).  —  Trout  fishing  in  the 
_   >vern  fishery  district  is  now  legal  but  scarcely 

Feeable  or  desirable,  as  the  fish  will  not  regain 
idition  un'il  wormor  weather  prevails.    If  any 


sport  is  obtained  in  the  near  future,  it  will  doubtless 
be  by  spinning  or  worm  fishing.  Some  large  trout 
are  usually  taken  by  spinning  in  the  opening 
months,  and  these  fish  are  better  cleared  out  than 
allowed  to  remain.  The  private  brooks  are  well 
stocked,  and  worm  fishing  will  shortly  prove  a 
successful  pursuit.  Pike  fishing  continues  unsatis 
factory,  on  account  of  unpropitious  weather  and 
snow-stained  streams. — Hapben, 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy 
nech.). — The  past  week  has  seen  not  the  slightest 
improvement  in  the  atmospheric  conditions  as  far 
as  angling  is  concerned.  Snow,  sleet,  and  rain  have 
followed  each  other  in  quick  succession,  varied  by 
sharp  frosts  and  cold  thaws  which  melt  the  snow, 
and  it  finds  its  way  into  the  rivers,  rendering  them 
almost  unfishable,  although  they  are  now  not  much 
above  their  average  level ;  as  all  the  Welsh 
mountains  are  covered  with  a  thick  coating  of  snow, 
and  not  a  little  snow  yet  hngers  on  the  lower 
grounds,  the  prospects  for  the  trout  fishingsjason — 
which  commenced  on  March  2 — are  anything  but 
promising.  Some  half-dozen  salmon  of  medium 
size  have  been  taken  from  the  Severn  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Llandrinio  by  those  fishermen  who  are 
licensed  to  use  nets  on  that  part  of  the  river. — 
Vybnwy. 

Stonr  (Bnres,  Snffolk). — The  water  is  now  in 
good  colour  and  stream  for  angling  purposss,  but 
the  weather  is  very  unsettled.  On  Wednesday  it 
rained  and  snowed  all  day  long,  which  may  likely 
again  upset  the  water  as  the  snow  melted  as  fast  as 
it  fell.  Sport  has  been  very  slow.  One  or  two 
anglers  were  out  on  Feb.  28,  one  of  them  having  three 
roach,  lib.  2oz.,  lib.  3oz.  lib.  4oz.,  but  bags  are 
very  small.  It  looks  hke  being  a  bad  finish  to  a 
bad  season. — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Snssez  Rivera  and  Chichester  Canal.— Rain, 
snow,  sleet,  and  bitterly  cold  winds  have  prevailed 
during  the  past  week.  There  is  nothing  worth 
recording  from  the  Adur  and  Rothei-.  A  party  of 
anglers  from  Chichester  visited  the  Arun  a  few  days 
since ;  some  small  fish  were  taken,  and  small  bass 
were  noticed  in  the  river.  Small  fry  have  been 
caught  in  the  Cl  ichester  Canal,  and  the  water  is 
fast  rising  and  fish  appear  numerous.  Pike  will 
soon  be  spawning,  but  the  roach  taken  appear 
somewhat  backward. — George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — The  salmon 
and  trout  fishing  commenced  on  March  1.  At 
time  of  writing  (Feb.  29)  the  river  is  in  splendid 
condition,  and  should  be  for  a  week  or  two.  Several 
salmon  have  been  seen  during  the  past  week. — H. 

Teme  (Lndlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  in  fair  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  of  late  has  been  very  bad  ;  a 
fall  of  snow  at  the  end  of  last  week,  followed  by 
sharp  frosts,  has  made  things  uncomfortable,  and 
angling  has  been  quiet.  The  snow  is  melting  slowly  ; 
a  good  deal  is  getting  into  the  river,  but  no  flood 
is  expected,  and  with  fine  open  weather  and  no 
more  snow  there  is  a  prospect  of  some  trout  fishing 
being  had.  Trout  fishing  opened  on  March  2,  but 
there  was  very  little  done,  snow  threatening.  Anglers 
were  out  at  the  end  of  last  week  in  the  Burway  water, 
and  with  maggot  took  a  few  grayliag  and  some 
dace.  Pike  fishing  has  been  tried  with  success. 
On  Feb.  27  two  anglers  were  out,  and  landed  a  fine 
pike,  81b.,  with  gudgeon  bait;  the  same  bait  was 
tried  again  and  another,  61b.,  was  landed.  On 
March  1,  angUng  above  the  Castle,  some  roach  were 
taken.  With  fine  weather  anghng  should  begin  to 
look  up,  as  there  has  been  very  little  doing  since 
Christmas.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Ciun,  and  Ledwyche 
have  all  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  in  order  for 
trout  fishing  if  the  weather  gets  warmer,  and  good 
sport  will  be  had  in  them. — S.  Ludlow. 

- —  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
visited  with  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  covering  the 
ground  to  a  depth  of  several  inches.  This  has  been 
followed  by  sharp  frosts  and  cfine  days,  which  has 
caused  the  snow  to  m  It  but  slowly.  There  is  a  fair 
'ot  of  snow  water  in  the  river,  and  angling  has  been 
quiet,  and  will  be  until  that  runs  oJ.  The  opening 
day  of  the  trout  season  was  very  cold,  and  angling 
was  at  a  standstill,  the  fish  not  being  inclined  to 
move,  and  little  will  be  done  until  we  get  some  nice 
fine  weather,  when  good  sport  should  bj  had  in  this 
district.  Snow  s.ill  threatens,  and  there  is  more 
to  come  down  before  things  will  be  right  for  the 
trout. — Worcester. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny bridge).  —  The 
trout  season  opened  here  on  March  2  with  very 
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Trout  Flies.— The  trout  season  is  fast  approaching,  and 
anglers  should  now  have  their  rods,  reels,  and  w  aders  overhauled. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  greater  care  can  he  given  in  overhauling 
than  during  the  husy  season,  and  ample  time  can  he  allowed  for 
the  varnish  to  harden  thoroughly.  Klies  to  pattern  should  also 
he  ordered  now.  The  greatest  care  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Anglers  in  the  habit  of  dressing  their  own 
flies  should  now  secure  their  material.  Selections  can  he  made 
up  to  suit  the  re(|uirement3  of  salu.on  or  trout  lly  dressers. — 
.;.  E.  Mll.LEK  (Telephone  2001),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  " Pis jator,  Leeds." 


unfavourable  weather — sharp  frost  and  a  cold  east 
wind.  With  mild  weather  I  think  some  good  sport 
will  be  obtained  here  this  season. — Pontsenny. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent, 
Onse,  etc.  (Yorks). — There  is  little  to  report  owing 
to  very  few  anglers  being  out  during  tho  last  few 
days.  There  has  been  a  spell  of  winter  during  tho 
last  threa  or  four  days,  but  at  the  tima  of  sending 
this  report  the  atmosphere  is  softening,  therefore  a 
thaw  is  probable  in  the  next  few  days.  During  this 
week  there  has  been  hard-  frosts  which  has  enabled 
our  Yorkshire  streams  to  run  in  fair  condition. 
The  Yore  has  been  in  fair  condition,  but  very  few 
rods  have  been  out;  those  that  have  been  out  have 
only  met  with  fair  results  between  Middlaham  and 
Boroughbridge.  The  Wharfe  has  been  also  in  fair 
trim ;  a  few  anglers  have  bean  out  at  Harewood, 
Collingham,  Boston  Spa,  and  Tadcaster.  Fair  sport 
has  been  met  with  among  jt  the  pike.  The  Swale  has 
been  poorly  patronised  during  the  last  few  days 
at  Catterick  Bridge,  Anderby,  and  Brafferton.  I 
hear  from  the  Derwent  that  sport  has  been  fairly 
good  in  the  district  of  Malton.  On  Thursday 
(Feb  25),  Mr.  W.  Fox  secured  one  of  the  best  takes 
of  fish  I  have  heard  of  for  some  considerable  time, 
comprising  roach  of  lib.  lOoz.,  lib.  8oz.,  lib.  7oz., 
and  five  smaller  roach  weighing  41b.  5oz.,  two  perch 
lib.  8oz.,  and  one  perch  21b.  In  the  upper  reaches  o£ 
the  Derwent  very  little  has  been  doneat  Yeddingham. 
The  Knares borough  Anglers'  Club  held  their  twenty- 
eighth  annual  meeting,  Mr.  J.  W.  Craven  in  the 
chair.  The  committee's  report  was  read  and 
adopted.  The  treasurer's  accounts  were  passed 
and  approved.  Prospects  for  the  coming  week  are 
not  good  at  present.  No  doubt  all  our  Yorkshire 
rivers  will  bo  full  of  snow  water. — John  E.  Millee, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  weather  continues 
cold  and  wintry  with  occasional  falls  of  drifting 
snow.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out  trying  for 
spring  salmon,  but  there  is  little  sunshine  yet. 
f  ishing  in  the  Netherby  water  at  Clog  Pool,  in  Mr. 
Makant's  division  of  the  river.  Major  Fraser 
landed  a  spring  salmon  weighing  81b. ;  Mr.  Chambers, 
Longtown,  caught  a  new  run  fish  of  15lb.  in  Mi". 
Broadhurst's  stretch  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Double  water.  The  back-end  and  spring  have  been 
favourable  for  spawning,  consequently  an  unusual 
number  of  salmon  have  ascended  both  Esk  and 
Liddle.  Mr.  F.  Little,  Canonbie,  has  had  good  sport  in 
Mr.  McLellan's  portion  of  the  Netherby  reserved 
water.  He  landed  a  spring  salmon  weighing  191b. 
in  the  Willow  pool,  and  subsequently  in  the  same 
water  caught  a  clean  fish  scaling  221b.  Both  late 
autumn  fish  as  well  as  spring  salmon  have  been 
running  to  the  higher  reaches,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  sport  among  spring  salmon  will  be  good, 
and  an  improvement  as  compared  with  last  year. 
The  rivers  seem  to  be  clear  of  diseased  fish,  and 
only  an  odd  affected  one  or  two  have  been  noticed. 
Kelts  are  yet  numerous,  but  there  is  a  fair  show  of 
clean  fish.  The  salmon  netting  in  the  Solway  Firth 
opened  last  week.  Fishing  in  the  lower  waters. 
Major  Custerberry  landed  a  spring  male  salmon 
weighing  341b.,  one  of  the  largest  spring  salmon 
ever  caught  in  the  Esk.  The  Major,  ia  addition, 
brought  to  the  bank  a  salmon  of  281b.  from  the 
Kirk  Pool. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Boss,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — Mr. 
C.  J.  Young  has  taken  the  whole  of  the  salmon 
angling  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  namely,  Gruinarda 
and  Gledfie'd  on  south  bank,  and  Invarcharron  and 
Braelangwell  on  north.  On  Tuesday  four  rods 
were  out  for  the  first  time,  but  without  success. 
River  very  low.  Weather  bright,  ca  m,  and  frosty. 
Snow  still  lies  to  a  great  depth  on  the  neighbouring 
hills.— B. 

Dee. — Mr.  Byres- Loake,  fishing  two-thirds  of  the 
Inchmarlo  water,  on  the  Dee,  from  Feb.  11  till  the 
end  of  the  month,  got  thirty-four  fish,  of  an  average 
of  101b.  Owing  to  ice  the  river  was  unfishable  for 
two  days,  and  Mr.  Byres-Leake  had  three  blank 
days.  The  six  best  fish  weighed  1061b.  8oz.  The 
river  is  at  its  summer  level. 

Deveron  (Banffshire), — This  river  continues  in 
flood,  and  the  water  in  bad  condition  for  angling. 
For  some  time  nothing  has  been  done  at  the  rod 
fishing.  There  is  plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools,  but  the 
severe  frost  that  we  are  experiencing  meantime  and 
the  discoloured  water  are  against  the  fishing.  The 
net  fiihermen  are  also  meeting  with  the  same 
experience.  Since  the  frost  set  in,  fish  are  not 
drawing  to  the  river,  and  scarcely  a  fish  is  netted 
daily.  Some  of  the  coast  stations  for  the 
month  of  February  have  done  better  than 
they  did  the  same  month  the  previous  year, 
but  at  others  scarcely  a  fish  has  been  caught.  The 
salmon  taken  from  the  sea  are  of  fine  quality  and 
average  81b.,  while  those  from  the  river  are  not  ao 
heavy. — H.  W. 
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Itoch  Leven. — With  snow' on  the  surrounding 
hills,  ice  in  the  bays  of  the  loch,  and  a  continuance 
of  wintry  weather,  no  attempt  has  been  made  with 
the  rod  this  season.  With  the  most  favourable  of 
weather-conditions  angling  will  be  hopeless  for  at 
least  a  fortnight.  It  is  usually  not  till  about  the 
middle  of  April  that  tha  season  may  be  said  to 
fairly  commence  here. — R.  Laino. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B  ).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  Feb.  22,  Mr.  R.  Thom, 
Annan,  killed  two  salmon,  201b.,  161b.  On  Feb.  23, 
Mr.  R.  W.  Walker,  Glasgow,  killed  a  splendid  fish 
of  321b.:  Mr.  R.  Thom,  Annan,  one,  191b.;  Dr. 
Falconer,  Foyers,  one,  181b.  On  Feb.  24,  Mr.  Philip 
Geen,  Richmond,  one,  171b.  On  Feb.  25,  Mr. 
Geen,  one,  191b.    On  Fob.  20,  Mr.  Geon,  one,  9!b.— 

S.  TlLSTON. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  Feb.  24,  Mr. 
H.  Agnew,  Manchester,  one,  101b.  ;  Mr.  J. 
McLellan,  Glasgow,  one,  191b.  On  Feb.  25,  Mr.  G. 
Lees,  Southport,  one,  241b. ;  Mr.  J.  Howarth, 
Manchester,  one,  2ilb. ;  Mr.  G.  Norris-Midwood, 
Manchester,  one,  241b.  On  Feb.  26,  Mr.  G.  Noiris- 
Midwood,  one,  171b.  On  Feb.  27,  Mr.  Wm. 
Gale,  Glasgow,  two,  221b.,  151b.  On  March  1, 
Mr.  C.  D.  Rankin,  two,  221b.  and  lolb.;  Mr.  G. 
Wilson,  one,  201b. — H.  J.  Knight. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — Owing  to  the  cold 
frosty  weather  angling  is  almost  at  a  stand-till. 
Only  one  or  two  clean  fish  have  been  got  ab:)ve 
Ballater,  and  none  at  Braemar  as  yet.    On  the 
Cambus  O'May  water,  Mr.  C.  B.  Lucas  had  two  of 
19Jlb.  and  12ilb.,  and  Col.  Edis  one  of  7^1b.  Most 
of  the  Dinnet  anglers  have  left  on  account  of  the 
cold  snap,  and  will  return  under  more  favouring 
conditions.    On  tha  Aboyne  reaches  good  sport  is 
being  got,  although  tho  river  is  too  low  and  clear 
for  the  best  being  made  of  present  chances.  Last 
week  Mr.  Smith,  on  the  hotel  water,  creeled  one  of 
121b.,  one  of  61b.,  one  of  71b.,  two  of  Clb.  and  14lb„ 
while  Mr.  Jones  had  four  of  71b.  each,  one  of  101b., 
and  two  of  ttlb.  and  lllb.,  and  Mr.  Bush  two  of 
71b.  anl  151b.,  two  of  7ilb.  and  221b.,  and  two  of 
71b.  and  131b.    On  the  same  waters,  Mr.  Parker 
Rhodes,  Mrs.  Rhodes,  and  Miss  Rhodes  had  two  of 
41b.  and  101b.,  five  (Miss  Rhodps)  scaling  from  71b. 
to  14. b.,  one  of  71b.,  one  of  101b.,  two  of  41b.  and 
lOlb.,  and  one  of  6|^lb.,  and  Mr.  (  live  one  of  6|lb. 
On  the  Glentana  waters,  Mr.  C.  O.  Hail  cree'.ed 
three  of  81b.,  121b.,  and  Hilb.,  five  from  71b.  to 
17lb.,  and  one  of  121b.,  while  Capt.  Berwick  had 
one  of  71b.    On  the  Castle  waters.  Admiral  Sii-  C. 
Fane  had  one  of  17Jlb.,  and  another  of  ylb.  On 
the  Kincardine  O'Neil  reaches,  fifty-one  fisli  were 
creeled  for  the  week  ending  Feb.  25  ;  but  since  that 
time  sport  ha?  fallen  off  considerably  with  the 
shrinking  of  the  river.    On  tho  Dess  section,  Mr. 
and  Mr  A.  Laing  had  seven,  Charlie  Blacklaw  seven 
on  Carlogie,  Mcl^enzie  seven  on  Borrowstone,  Mr. 
J.    C.    Deverell    four,  and  Mr.   J.   H.  Deverell 
three  on    Kincardine ;    and    Messrs.    King  and 
Hare    nine    on    the    Ballogie    section.    On  the 
Upper    Blackball    waters.    Sir   John  Gladstone 
had    about    a   dozen    fish    of    average  weights, 
and  about  the  same  number  on  the  Woodend  waters 
by  Capt.  Quintin  Dick's  gillies  and  guests.    On  the 
Cairnton  waters,  Mr.  George  Ormsby  Gore,  M.P., 
and  Lady  Margaret  Gore  had  eight  fish  on  Saturday 
(Feb.  27)  and  fourteen  on  Monday  between  them, 
and  three,  four,  and  five  every  day  since.    On  the 
Blackball  Castle  waters,  Mr.  J.  G.  Hay  creeled  two 
on  Friday  and  three  on  Saturday  (Feb.  26  and  27), 
scaling  from  71b.  to  17lb.    Onthe  Invery  water,  Mr. 
C.  T.  Cox  had  five  fine  fish  on  Wednesday  and  eleven 
on  Friday  (Feb.  24  and  26)  to  hi^  own  rod;  while 
Messrs.  Davidson  and  Byres-Leake  had  threo  and 
four  respectively  on  the  Inchmarlo  beat.    On  the 
Durris  water,  Mr.  Nicol,  oneof  221b.,  and  Miss  Nicol, 
two  of  71b.  and  171b.;  while  on  the  Crathes  and 
Kinneskie  sections,  Mr.  Harrovver  had  five,  ranging 
from  51b.  to  151b.,  five  from  61b.  to  91b.,  four,  seven, 
and  so  on,  during  the  week.     On  the  Park  and 
Culter  sections,  one  or  two  fish  htive  been  got 
by  Mr.  Gordon,  Mr.  G.  Davidson,  Mr.  Chalmars, 
and  others.    On  the  Kingcaussid  beat.  Professor 
Cash   had  five,  scaling  Oilb.,   OJlb.,   71b.,  151b., 
and  2t)lb.,  and    Dr.   Lawson   one   of   71b.  Dr. 
Riddel!  had  one  of  6pb.,  Mr.  Whytoone  of  71b., 
Mr.  Murchison  two  of  71b.  and  81b.,  while  MLss 
Fortescue  had  three  of  71b.,  8lb.,  and  8Jlb.,  and 
Shopherd,  her  gillie,  two  of  91b.  and  20lb.    On  the 
Blairs  water  one  or  two  have  been  got,  and  some 
good  baskets  of  finnock.    On  the  tidal  waters  on 
Saturday  (Feb.  27)  Master  William  Mackay  had 
finnock  Jib.  in  weight,  but  very  few  are  heing  grit, 
the  water  being  too  cold.    Don. — Nothing  worth 
speaking  about  is  being  done  aa  yet  on  the  Don. 
The  brown  trout  season  opened  on  Monday,  but  few 
anglers  were  out  on  account  of  tho  cold  day. 
Ythan  and  Uoik. — Tiie  silmon  season  opened  on 
Thursday,  and  tlio  brown  trout  season  on  Monday, 
but  beyond  a  fish  or  two  on  tho  Methlie  reaches 
littia  or  nothing  wa?  done.    Kelts,  as  U3ual,  were 
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en  evidence,  both  of  the  sea-trout  and  salmon 
order.  Later. —  Dee. — Kincardine  O'Neil:  In 
spite  of  the  adverse  weather  conditions  sport  is 
bsing  got  on  the  deeper  poob.  On  the  Dess  water, 
Mr.  Laing  had  during  the  past  three  days  four,  61b., 
71b.,  81b.,  and  13|lb.;  and  Mrs.  Laing  one  of  161b. 
On  the  Kincardine  water,  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell  had 
four  of  01b.,  81b.,  91b.,  and  lOJlb.,  while  Mr. 
McPherson  had  three  on  Borrowstone  of  Clb.,  C^lb., 
and  161b.  On  Ballogie,  Mr.  E.  King  had  nine  up  to 
141b.,  and  Mr.  S.  Hare  nine,  up  to  171b.  On  Upper 
Blackball,  Sir  John  Gladstone  creeled  four  of  61b., 
Olb.,  71b.,  and  81b.,  and  Mr.  Charlie  Blacklaw  five  on 
Carlogie — heaviest  241b.,  the  top  fish  of  the  season 
as  yet.  Durris  Section. — On  the  Durris  and  Park 
waters,  Mr.  Meekin  had  five  fish,  Olb.  to  91b. ; 
Mr.  Fairlie,  two  of  81b.  and  221b.,  while  Mr.  Geo. 
Davidson,  on  the  Park  water,  creeled  ten  fish, 
ranging  in  weights  from  51b.  to  151b.,  and  Mr. 
Bullough  had  six  salmon,  ranging  up  to  IClb. 
Ythan.  —  Although  trout  angling  commenced 
on  Mondny  few  were  abroad,  and  since  then  a 
severe  snow-storm  has  been  raging  all  over  the 
North.  On  Tuesday,  Messrs.  John  Mackie  and 
Dan  Mackie  faced  the  elements,  and  made  good 
baskets  of  finnock  and  sea-trout. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Owing  to  alternating 
floods  and  frosts,  angling  from  Sutherlani  Arms 
Hotel  was  about  a  fortnight  late  in  starting.  On 
Feb.  23  the  first  salm  in  of  the  season  was  landed 
by  Mr.  Burness;  it  weighed  181h.  On  Feb.  24  Mr. 
Bell  caught  two,  weighing  101b.  and  91b.,  and  Mr. 
Burness  a  19-pounder.  Since  then  nothing  has  been 
done.    Conditions  very  unfavourable. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers,  the 
Annan,  Dumfries,  Nith.  and  the  Galloway  rivers, 
tho  Urr  and  Fleet,  all  opened  their  waters  on 
Fob.  25  amid  a  snowstorm.  On  the  following  day 
the  conditions  were  quite  as  bad,  as  snow  fell  during 
the  day.  Since  the  end  of  last  week  there  have  been 
sharp  frosts  and  very  cold  northerly  winds.  Few 
anglers  have  been  out  on  the  rivers,  but  those  who 
have  done  so  have  been  successful  in  landing  spring 
salmon.  The  gudgeon  is  the  most  favoured 
lure,  though  the  fly  has  accounted  for  one  or  two 
fish.  Annan. — In  the  lower  stretches  Mr.  James 
Loudon  has  been  the  most  successful  angler  on  this 
river  so  far.  On  Feb.  20  he  had  a  pretty  little 
springer  of  7^1b.  with  fly  in  the  lower  reach. s,  and 
on  Saturday  he  landed  one  of  191b.  with  the  blue 
phantom  minnow.  On  Monday  he  had  a  finecleanrun 
tpring  salmon  of  about  9|lb.,  taken  with  a  'lhames 
gudgeon.  On  Tuesday  he  was  again  successful 
in  landing  a  salmon  of  221b.,  also  with  the  gudgeon: 
this  one  was  caught  belowithe  Howes  pool  dyke-end. 
The  reports  of  the  sport  to-day  (Wednesday)  have 
not  reachod  me  to  include  in  this  report.  In  the 
Northfield  water  of  the  Annan,  Mr.  Scott  had  a  fine 
clean  run  salmon  on  Feb.  26  of  201b.  In  the  Craig- 
dale  stream  a  kelt  and  an  unspawned  salmon  were 
landed,  but  these  were  put  back  into  the  river. 
Another  "baggit"  was  landed  yesterday  (Tuesday) 
in  the  Northfield  portion  and  returned.  In  the 
Mount  Annan  water  on  Monday  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom's 
keeper  landed  a  c!ean-run  sea-trout  out  of  the 
Tower  Pool.  This  is  the  earliest  sea-trout  that  I 
ever  remember  being  caught  in  the  Annan  by  rod 
and  line.  Sea-trout,  however,  have  been  known  to 
ascend  early  in  February.  The  netsmen  will  begin 
to  get  them  in  the  stake  nets  of  the  Solway  very 
shortly.  Apparently  a  number  of  spring  salmon 
have  ascended  the  Annan  as  predicted  by  your 
correspondent.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  water  is 
in  pretty  fair  trim  for  tha  fly.  A  silver  grey  turkey 
is  just  as  likely  to  fetch  liim  as  a  gudgeon,  if  the  fly 
is  properly  presented  to  the  fish,  especiaUy  during 
the  afternoon.  So  far  as  reported  there  has  only 
been  a  single  "kelt"  landed  since  the  opening. 
A  great  number  of  kelts,  however,  have  to  descend, 
and  it  will  probably  be  the  month  of  May  before 
they  have  all  gone  back  to  the  sea.  Nith, — Few 
rods  have  been  out  so  far  on  this  river,  owing  prin- 
cipally to  the  severe  wintry  weather  in  Nithsdale. 
Many  kelts  are  in  the  higher  reaches,  and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  salmon  have  not  completed 
spawning  operations.  There  were  heavy  snowstorms 
on  Feb.  25  and  26,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  frost 
has  followed  since.  The  river  is  in  good  order  for 
fly.  Galloway  Rivers. — Nothing  is  reported  from 
these  waters  up  to  this  date,  tew  anglers  have 
made  a  beginning,  but  with  more  suitable  weather 
a  number  of  rods  will  be  out  on  the  different  waters. 
The  upper  reaches  show  many  kelts,  and  these  will 
no  doubt  cause  some  annoyance  to  anglers  for  soma 
weeks  to  come.  A  few  salmon  are  attacked  with 
tho  fungus,  but  this  is  always  the  case  in  the  spring 
after  tho  fish  have  come  off  the  spawning  bods. — 
Hi';Ar][KjinF:LL. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Comparatively  little  has 
been  done  by  anglers  recently  owing  to  the  somo- 
what  flooded  nature  of  the  river.  Kelts  are 
numerous,  and  many  have  been  seen  on  the  spawning 
beds.    On  tlie  Blacksboat  section,  the  first  fish  in 
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that  reach  was  caught  by  Mr.  Daun  on  Feb.  2 
and  weighed  91b.  From  the  Wester  Elchies  wat8 
on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Duncan  killed  one  of  81b., 
while  from  the  Easter  Elchies  water  Mr.  Craith 
had  also  one  of  the  same  weight.  On  the  Aberlour 
House  water,  on  Feb.  25,  Mr.  Reid.  head  keeper, 
killed  one  of  8Jlb. ;  and  on  the  Arudilly  water. 
Major  Mayne  killed,  last  week,  two,  of  161b.  and 
9lb.  respectively. — J.  M. 

Tay. — Very  good  sport  has  been  got  on  tho 
River  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  during  tho  past  week. 
The  weather  has  been  somewhat  cold  with  occa- 
sional showers  of  snow  and  rain,  but  not  sufficient 
to  put  the  river  out  of  ply.  Fish  are  well  distributsd 
over  the  whole  river,  also  the  rivers  Lyon  and 
Tummil,  and  also  Loch  Tay  ;  tho  Lyon,  however,  is 
too  low  at  present  for  ang'ing.  Should  the  river 
keep  steady  the  prospects  of  goo  1  sport  this  month 
are  first  rate.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the 
takes  reported  during  the  past  week  :— Uppek 
Stanley  Beat. — Mr.  Alex.  Heyder,  fishing  this 
water  on  Feb.  25,  killed  three  salmon  of  241b., 
201b.,  and  71b.,  and  on  the  27th,  two  of  I2i  h.  and 
71b.,  while  Capt.  R.  Macdonald  landed  one  of  171o. 
on  March  1.  Lower  Stanley. — Fishing  this  beat 
on  Feb.  24,  Mr.  Alex.  Heyder  landed  three  fish  of 
221b.,  171b.,  and  151b.  Mr.  Heyder  has  killed  to 
his  own  rod,  on  Upper  and  Lower  Stanley,  since  the 
opening,  forty-seven  salmon.  Upper  Battleby 
Water. — Capt.  C.  Milburne,  fishing  this  beat 
on  Feb.  26,  killed  one  fish  of  151b.,  and  on 
the  29th  Mr.  C.  Cou  ts,  boatman,  killed  one  of  131b. 
Lower  Battleby  Water. — Fishing  this  beat  on 
Feb.  25,  Mr.  Coats'  boatman  killed  one  salm  )n  of 
211b.  On  Feb.  27,  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  and  Mr. 
Hillyard  landed  four  kelts,  but  no  clean  fish.  On 
March  1,  Capt  C.  Milburne  and  Capt.  Dymond 
killed  two  fish  of  231b.  and  211b.  Mr.  John  A. 
Park,  fishing  Dalgu'se  beat  on  March  1,  landed  two 
fish  of  lOJlb.  and  191b.  Mr.  Herbert  Praed,  fishing 
Lower  Dunkeld  on  Feb.  24,  had  one  fish  of  151b., 
and  Mr.  Park's  boatman,  fishing  Uppor  Dunkeld 
water  on  March  I.  landed  a  fresh  run  fish  of  141b. 
Loch  Tay  (Kill.n  Preserved  Water). —Mr.  H. 
Agnew,  fishing  on  Feb.  24,  hid  one  fish  of  161b.  ; 
and  Mr.  J.  McLellan  one  of  191b.  On  Feb.  25,  Mr. 
G.  Lops  had  one  salmon  of  241b,  ;  Mr.  Howarth,  one 
of  211b.,  and  Mr.  G.  N.  Midwood.  one  of  241b.  O.i 
Feb.  26,  Mr.  G.  Norris  Midwocd,  one  of  171b.  On 
Feb.  27,  Mr.  W.  Gall  had  two  of  221b.  and  151b.  On 
March  1,  Mr.  C.  D.  Rankin  landed  two  fish  of  221  j. 
and  151b. ;  and  Mr.  G.  Wilson,  one  of  20Ib. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Bivers.— 
During  the  past  week  wintry  weather  has  prevailed 
and  under  these  circumstancos  there  has  not  been  - 
much  fishing.    Tho  rivers  have  been  discoloured  <| 
with  melted  snow,  wh'ch  also  is  a  drawback  to  & 
anglers.    The  lower  and  middle  stretches  of  the 
river  have  boen  fairly  well  tried.     As  a  result^ 
a  number  of  kelts  have  been  landed  and  re-jff 
turned  to   the  river,   as  many  as    five  falling* 
one    day    to    the    rod    of    Mr.   James  Tait  in  S 
the  Junction.    On  Hendersyde  water,  last  week.  Jfe 
two   spring    salmon    were  caught.     On  CarhdmM 
water,  Mr.  C.  Perkins  had  two  spring  salmon  of  91b.  d 
and  61b.    On  Birgham  water.  Lord  Dunglass  landed  ^ 
a  salmon  of   15 lb.    On  the  Lees  water,  Mr.  W.  ^ 
Turner,  Coldstream,  caught  two  spring  salmon  of  JS 
81b.  and  61b.    On  the  Till,  Captain  Fletcher,  Castle  « 
Houso,  Etal,  landed    a   clean-run   fish  of    31b.  ^ 
On  tho  Teviot  sport  has  been  very  meagre.  Last--^ 
week  Col.  Paton  landed  an  unspawned  fish,  whi'e  Mr.  4 
James  Steel  a'so  landed  one.    Mr.  Steal,  on  Hemps-  ■ 
ford,  on  March  2,  landed  a  clean  sea-trout  of  3.^lb. 
Trout  fishing  having  reopened  anglers  have  bemS 
trying  their  luck  this  week  with  various  results.    The  9 
lure  is  mainly  bait,  and  some  fine  baskets  have  been  ;.J 
obtained  as  follows: — On  Eden,  on  Feb.  29,  Mr.  W. 
Mercer  had  101b.,  Mr.  E.  Bond  got  5|lb.  on  Eden,  •jN 
and  Mr.   Ralph  Wright  had   61b.  on  Tweed.— 
Maxwheel.  4.?! 

IRISH  REPORTS.  j.- 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone). — Trout  fishing  -  'Z 
opaned  on  March  1  under  unfavourable  circum-  •" 
stances,  the  river  being  high  and  the  day  bitterly 
cold.    Fly  fishing  was  out  of  the  question,  and  bait 
fishers  plied  worm  and  white  grub  with  some  success, 
and  the  minnow  accounted  for  somo  fish.    There  i  , 
were  no  natural  flies  out  on  the  water.    It  will  be  C 
the  end  of  the  wek  before  the  stream  is  in  fly  n 
fishing  order. — J.  A.  B. 

Baudon  Kiver  (co.  Cork). — River  very  floodel 
at  present,  but  w  11  soon  bo  in  fishable  order  again 
if  no  more  rain.  On  Cor  Castle  water,  Mr.  B.  H. 
Stephenson,  three  salmon,  81b.,  12ilb.,  and  lOjlb, 
On  Woodlands,  Mr.  H.  E.  Stanley,  one.  7  Jib.  and  Mr, 
J.  A.  Allman,  two,  81b.  and  lOlb.  On  Mr.  Frewen's  ! 
water,  Mr.  T.  Oliffe,  one,  81b.  On  Fir  Grove,  Mr.  J. 
Lone,  one,  71b.  On  the  Free  waters,  Mr.  T.  Lane, 
one,  81b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Dineen,  two,  91b.  and  lOlb.— W. 
Haynks  and  Son. 

Blackwater  (oo.  Cork).  — On   the  Ballydufi 
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Fishery,  Major  Breeks,  R.A.,  had,  on  Feb.  23,  one 
salmon,  111b.;  on  Feb.  25,  one,  101b.;  on  Feb  28, 
two,  101b.,  101b.  ;  and  Mrs.  Breeks,  on  Feb.  23,  one, 
121b.;  on  Feb.  27,  two.  71b.,  101b.  On  Careysville, 
Messrs.  [Hamilton,  Stubber,  and  J.  Jameson,  on 
Feb.  17,  five  salmon;  on  Feb.  19,  four;  on  Feb".  22, 
five  ;  on  Feb.  23,  seven  ;  on  Feb.  24,  two  ;  on  Feb.  25, 
five  ;  on  Feb.  26,  five ;  on  Feb.  2>,  three;  on  Feb.  28, 
thrre.  River  at  present  very  flooded,  but  rapidly 
falling. — W.  Haykes  and  Son. 

Buadrowes  (co,  Donegal).-  The  worst  storm  of 
the  season,  with  snow  and  frost,  is  at  present 
prevail  ng  here,  and  the  snow  is  lying  deep  on  a  1 
the  hi  Is  in  the  surroimding  districts.  Very  keen 
frost  continues  at  time  of  writing,  and  prospects  of 
sport,  imtil  we  have  had  a  complete  change  of 
weather,  are  not  promising. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Eillarney. — The  lakes  are  all  very  high  —  too 
high  to  give  much  chance  of  sport.  Salmon  are 
accounted  numerous.  Brown  trout  are  rising 
well  to  the  fly.  At  Glencar  salmon  have  afforded 
fair  sport,  among  the  successful  anglers  being 
Colonel  Rahilly,  Mr.  J.  L.  Andercron,  Colonel 
Smjth  and  Colonel  Spottiswoode. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  Biver  (co.  Cork). — Since  last  report  the 
following  salmon  have  been  landed  : — On  William's 
water,  R.  W.  Sitwell,  three,  81b.,  91b.,  91b. ;  Mr. 
Barry,  one,  81b.  On  Mashonaglass,  H.  Austen,  one, 
101b. ;  and  A.  Dupuis,  one,  9^1b.  On  Oak  Grove 
and  Carhue,  G.  M.  lexers,  one,  91b.  ;  and  H.  Leader, 
M.F.H.,  three,  111b.,  121b.,  161b.  On  Nettleville, 
H.Welch  Thornton,  one,  9lb.  On  Classar,  F.  M. 
Leader,  two.  On  Rooves,  Frank  Lyons,  two.  On 
Farran,  Colonel  Adamson,  three,  71b.,  101b.,  121b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Adamson,  one,  6Ub.  On  Castleiach,  J. 
O'Brien,  five,  Gilb  ,  71b.,  91d.,  101b.,  121b.;  J.  Sulli- 
van, three ;  and  Mr.  Leary,  one,  101b.  On  Lord 
Carbery's,  Dr.  Taylor,  three,  91b.,  111b.,  131b.  On 
Ardrum,  S.  Haynes,  one,  ispb.  On  the  Powder- 
mills,  J.  Walsh,  four,  6 Jib.,  8|lb.,  101b.,  101b.  ;  and 
Colonel  J.  Sillem,  one,  71b.  On  Mr.  Bass'  watsr, 
G.  M.  Atkinson,  60th  Rifles,  one,  181b.— W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Itongli  Cnrrane.  etc.  (Waterville.  co.  Kerry). — 

Owing  to  generally  wild  and  wet  weather,  very  little 
fishing  has  been  possible  in  Lough  Currane  since 
last  report.  Mr.  J.  H.  Bona  landed  a  salmon  of 
lOJlb.  on  Feb.  25,  and  Thomas  Sullivan  two,  weigh- 
ing respectively  lOJlb.  and  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  H. 
Bona,  one,  81b.,  on  the  29th.  This  makes  a  total  of 
twenty-four  salmon  for  the  month  of  February, 
averaging  about  111b.  Salmon  continues  to  airive 
from  the  sea,  and  the  prospects  are  brightening. — 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Callen  (Balliua,  co. 
Mayo). — Frost  here  during  the  week,  which  has  left 
many  pools  fishable  on  the  river.  Mr.  Mellon,  on 
Feb.  28,  landed  several  kelts,  and  had  some  nice 
sea  -trout,  largest  21b.  Both  loughs  very  high. — 
Pat  Hearnes. 

Sliannon  (Castleconnell).-  In  the  early  part  of 
the  week  we  had  heavy  rain  with  occasional  storms. 
On  Feb.  29  there  came  a  lot  of  snow,  but  now  the 
frost  has  set  in  and  this — if  it  continues — will 
quickly  reduce  the  water,  which  has  already  fallen 
a  little.  The  following  fish  were  taken : — On 
Doonass,  two  salmon,  18|lb.  and  351b.  ;  on 
Hermitage,  Mr.  C.  Darley,  one  salmon,  321b.  ;  on 
Newgarden,  one  salmon,  13Jlb.,  by  Mr.  W.  Turner. 
— John  Knight  and  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — Boat  angling  has  been  very 
much  in  abeyance  for  soma  weeks  past.  Only  a 
few  pollack  taken,  and  next  to  nothing  doing  in 
the  harbour. — H. 

Penzance. — Feb.  24. — Strong  S.E.  wind,  rough 
sea,  and  no  boats  out.  Feb.  25. — Moderate  S.E. 
wind,  and  all  boats  out.  Catches,  of  eight  score 
whiting  down  and  four  scora  gurnard  per  boat. 
Some  boats  had  one  or  two  ling  as  well. 
Feb.  26. — Light  S.W.  wind  early  in  morning,  but 
heavy  rain  with  strong  N.  wind  latsr.  A  few  boats 
out.  Catches  of  nine  score  whiting  downwards ;  the 
men  were  glad  to  get  back  to  harbour  early, 
although  the  whiting  were  biting  freely.  Feb.  27, — 
Fine  weather,  light  N.E.  wind,  catches  of  seven 
score  whiting  downwards;  a  few  ling  were  also 
caught.  Feb.  29,  March  1  and  2. — Strong  winds, 
very  few  trying,  catches  were  light. — J.  H.  RowE 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Penzance.  — Silver  whiting  have  been  very  plenti- 
ful in  .Mount's  Bay  for  some  week.^  past,  and  good 
catches  have  been  made  by  boat  anglers.  Pier 
anglers  have  not  been  doing  much  lately.  The 
mackerel  season  has  commertced  in  good  earnest, 
and  several  east  coast  boats  have  already  arrived. 

Plymonth.. —  Owing  to  the  very  severe  weather 
there  has  not  been  ranch  doing  from  off  the  piers 
and  jetties  ;  there  is  plenty  of  mullet  to  b3  seen 
off  the  Millbay  pier,  but  they  cannot  be  tempted 


with  any  bait,  and  the  cold  winds  have  prevented 
the  amateurs  from  trying  for  them.  Mackerel 
fishing  now  begins  in  earnest,  and  large  quantities 
are  sent  from  the  coast  of  Cornwall  to  all  parts  of 
England.  Congers  come  in  season  this  month, 
having  spawned  in  the  winter.  The  list  of  edible 
fish  for  the  month  includes  mackerel,  pouting,  conger, 
atherine,  smelt,  thornback,  anchovy,  sprat,  dab, 
turbot.  brill,  trout,  salmon,  and  all  shellfish. — W. 
Heahdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborough. — Pier  anglers  are  catching  a  few 
codling  and  billet,  and  boat  anglers  a  few  plaice 
when  the  weather  is  favourable,  but  the  sea  has 
been  rather  rough  during  the  past  few  days. — H. 

Sonthwold. — During  .lanuary  and  February  Mr. 
Wrightson  took  exactly  thirty  codling  from  the  pier 
here.  A  large  cod  of  301b.  was  washed  up  alive  a 
few  days  ago,  and  in  the  river,  whilst  fishing  for 
smelts,  a  splendid  conger  was  captured  ;  its  weight 
was  561b.  No  boats  out,  an  easterly  gale  raging. — 
L.  B.  Wrightson  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssocialions,  efc. 


Anglers'  Association, 

The  General  Committee  will  meet  at  Cripplegate 
Institute  on  Monday  next,  March  7,  at  8.30  p.m. — 
R,  G.  Woodruff. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

A  meeting  of  members  was  held  on  March  2,  Mr. 
E.  Linfcot  in  the  chair.  Talk  ranged  free.  A  sea 
angler  never  lacks  matter.  What  he  does  know  and 
what  he  doesn't  covers  a  wide  area.  Reports  from 
stations  were  scanty,  but  a  most  interesting  letter 
was  read  from  Mr.  Leslie  Richardson,  a  young  and 
enthusiastic  member,  who  does  not  forget  in  his 
own  p'easvire  that  which,  with  a  little  trouble,  can 
be  atiordei  to  his  fellow  members.  Residing  in 
North  Brittany,  he  gave  them  a  full  and  tactful 
desciiption  of  the  fishing  methods  and  of  the  men 
of  the  region — so  like  and  yet  so  unlike  our  own 
Cornish  shore.  A  letter  was  also  read  from 
Mr.  Colman,  who  still  carries  on  the  duties  of 
secretary  to  the  Folkestone  Sea  A.S.,  affiliated  to 
the  parent  society,  announcing  a  competition 
on  March  25,  26  and  27  and  inviting  the  attendance 
of  members.  The  secretary  reported  numerous 
applications  for  tickets  for  the  dinner  at  the  Cafo 
Monico  on  March  16,  and  urged  members  desiring 
seats  to  apply  quickly.  The  attention  of  members 
was  drawn  to  the  large  number  of  stations  affording 
sport  during  the  summer  so  often  miscalled  a  dead 
season.  Members  present  had  not  found  it  to  be 
so.  Remarks  were  also  made  upon  the  inaccuracy 
of  many  of  the  newspaper  reports  of  the  weight  of 
fish  taken,  and  the  state  of  the  sport  at  certain 
stations,  all  which  had  proved  to  be  very  misleading 
to  sea-anglers  in  their  search  for  sport.  The  new 
programme  for  the  coming  season  is  being  prepared 
and  will  be  issued  to  members  at  an  early  date. — 
H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  very  satisfactory  meeting,  at  which  there  was  a 
nice  show  of  fish,  was  held  at  the  Broad-street 
Restaurant,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont 
presiding.  Notwithstanding  recent  inclement 
weather,  there  were  many  fishing  reports,  including 
the  following  :^ — -From  Mr.  Cox  (Wargrave),  Mr. 
Higgs  (Datchet),  Messrs.  Davison  and  Hurren 
(Wraysbury),  Messrs.  Gilbert  and  Wolff  (Cookham), 
Mr.  Lloyd  (private  water),  and  Mr.  Warne  at  St. 
Ives,  the  last- mentioned  gentleman  having  over  a 
dozen  very  nice  fish,  including  roach  of  lib.  7oz. 
and  lib.  5oz.,  and  a  chub  of  31b.  Mr.  Gilbert  had 
a  large  number,  best  fish  lib.  4oz.,  and  some  good 
fish  were  taken  by  Mr.  Lloyd.  Competition  medal 
for  roach  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Warne,  as  was  also 
the  special  p:ize  given  by  Mr.  Higgs.  The  prizes 
not  taken  (for  dace  and  chub)  may  be  fished  for 
any  day  up  to  close  of  season,  Mr.  Haynes' 
medal,  Mr.  Gilbert's  medal,  and  Mr.  Warne's 
prize  still  remaining  open  under  previous  con- 
ditions. Members  unable  to  weigh  in  fish  may 
forward  certificates  to  Mr.  Bentley,  at  8,  Bishopsgate- 
streot  Within,  E.C.  Two  new  members  were 
elected.  It  was  announced  that  agreement  for 
taking  new  fishery  had  been  signed,  tenancy  to 
commence  with  new  season ;  further  particulars 
in  next  report.  Many  tickets  were  taken  for  the 
supper  (March  15),  which  promises  to  be  a  very  big 
affair.  A  very  pleasant  meeting  closed  as  usual 
with  the  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman. — Hon.  Seo. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  C.  F.  F.  Buckingham  presided  at  the  committee 
meeting,  and  Mr.  J,  T.  Emery  at  the  general  meet- 
ing which  followed,  on  March  1.  There  was  a  good 
attendance  of  'members,  doubtless  attracted  by  the 
paper  read  by  the  Rev,  E.  Meyer,  entitled,  "Roach 


Fishing  a  la  Mode."  And,  really,  they  had  good 
reason  to  congratulate  themselves  upon  being 
present,  for  the  paper  was  replete  with  humour 
throughout,  though  the  practical  side  of  the  subject 
was  by  no  means  overlooked.  With  the  rev. 
gentleman's  varied  experience  in  many  rivers,  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  many  new  facts  woro 
brought  to  light ;  indeed,  as  the  chairman  said,  in 
proposing  a  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  him  for  his 
admirable  paper,  there  is  always  something  new  to 
be  learned  in  connection  with  fishing.  A  communi- 
cation was  received  from  Mr.  Adrian  Lumloy  re- 
specting cancer  in  fish,  and  members  promised  to 
do  all  in  their  power  to  assist  those  who  are  en- 
deavouring to  discover  a  cure  for  this  dreadful 
scourge.  Mr.  Hayward  has  had  two  fine  bags  of 
roach,  one  from  Kelvedon,  the  other  from  privato 
water ;  whilst  Mr.  S.  T.  Saunders  had  capital  sport 
with  jack,  taking  fifteen,  none,  however,  running 
very  large.  A  new  member  was  proposod.  On 
March  12  a  large  number  of  trout  will  be  turned 
into  the  Chess.  Those  wishing  to  be  present  should 
go  down  by  the  2.27  train. — Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Jagels  presided  over  the  weekly  meeting  on 
March  2.  The  fast  approaching  end  of  the  season 
has  stimulated  the  members  to  try  their  fortune, 
but  their  rewards  have  been  very  slight.  In  most 
cases  they  reported  waters  as  still  very  far  from 
being  in  good  condition.  Mr.  G.  Rayner,  from 
Barford,  took  small  pike  and  roach,  and  Mr.  Ellis 
Forbes  a  fair  basket  of  perch  and  roach,  both  species 
running  up  to  lib.  From  the  Lea  Mr.  A.  Smith 
took  a  number  of  perch,  and  Mr.  Attwood  good 
class  roach  up  to  lib.  from  the  Colne.  Mr.  J. 
Parsons  visited  our  Thatcham  fishery,  and  although 
he  found  the  water  over  the  roads,  succeeded  in 
creeling  a  few  dace  on  worm,  best  lloz.  From  the 
Avon  Air.  Greenhill  took  a  tray  of  roach,  seven  fish 
average  lib.  each,  the  others  }lb.  Mr.  Westrup 
took  some  fair  roach  from  the  Thames.  After  the 
business  had  been  disposed  of,  Mr.  .1.  Potter  enter- 
tained members  with  "  Some  Experiences  of  an 
Unsuccessful  Angler."  He  traversed  his  angling 
career  from  the  traditional  bent  pin  stage  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  successfully  pointed  the  moral 
that  a  big  take  is  not  necessary  to  constitute  a 
pleasant  day.  It  was  rather  an  anomaly  to  hear 
among  the  experiences  of  an  unsuccessful  angler 
records  of  401b.  of  perch  up  to  31b.,  and  35lb.  of  big 
roach,  but  in  the  main  he  modestly  maintained  his 
title.— G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
On  Monday  evening  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf  gave  a 
lantern  exhibition  of  colour  photography  before  the 
members,  the  president  (Mr.  H.  H.  Brown)  taking  the 
chair.  The  lantern  was  ably  manipulated  by  Mr. 
E.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf,  and  the  slides  used  were  kindly 
lent  by  Messrs.  Lumiere,  of  Bloomsbury-street, 
Sanger  Shepherd,  of  Gray's  Inn  Passage,  and  Mr. 
Watkins,  of  Hereford.  A  collection  of  photos  was 
thrown  on  the  sheet  at  the  end  of  the  salon.  The 
colouring,  brilliancy,  and  effect  far  surpassed  any- 
thing which  could  be  done  by  hand  work — namely, 
painted  photos.  Artificially  coloured  photos  looked 
very  crude  compared  with  pictures  taken  in  their 
natural  colours.  Groups  of  orchids,  cacti,  poppies, 
tulips,  anemone  japonicas,  dishes  of  fruit,  and  an 
example  of  carpet  bedding  were  shown,  the  colora- 
tion being  remarkable.  Antique  vases  and  ceramic 
ware,  the  interior  of  drawing-rooms,  etc.,  came  out 
true  to  the  originals,  and  a  few  live  goldfish,  taken 
through  the  glass  of  a  small  aquarium,  were  well 
done.  This  last  slide  was  the  only  one  of  fish  ex- 
hibited. To  more  particularly  show  the  contrast 
betwesn  photos  taken  by  the  colour  process  and 
ordinary  uncoloured  pictures,  a  series  of  mono- 
chromes were  disp'ayed.  At  the  close  of  the  lecture 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Messrs. 
Zaehnsdorf  pere  et  fila  for  the  interesting  entertain- 
ment provided.  It  may  bo  added  that  members 
who  had  been  by  the  riverside  had  not  returned 
fishless.  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  made  another  big  bag 
of  roach  at  Uxbridge.  Best  fish  exhibited  lib.  4oz., 
and  the  chairman  showed  a  brace  of  Itchen  gray- 
ling, best  fish  lib.  lOoz.  Colonel  Graham  Gordon, 
Messrs.  R.  C.  Blundell,  H.  T.  Sheringham,  C.  Butler, 
H.  P.  Thompson,  A.  C.  Poole,  and  H.  A.  Rolt  had 
also  tried  the  grayling  in  Hampshire,  and  had  had 
sport  between  them.  The  grayling,  however, 
finished  the  season  as  they  began  it — by  being  con- 
stant to  perverseness,  refusing  with  almost  unvary- 
ing obduracy  to  rise  to  a  dry  Q.y  or  take  a  wet  one. 
— Hon.  Sec. 


Teout  Fishing  in  Scotland. — Last  week  the 
gamekeeper  at  Haughton  killed,  with  a  rod  and 
line,  in  the  Don,  a  common  river  trout,  which 
weighed  lllb.,  and  nieasm-ed  in  gii'th  seventeen 
inches,  the  largest  trout  probably  ever  caught  in 
the  river, — Aberdeen  Journal,  September,  1833^ 
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"  There  are  no  fish  so  hig  as  those  you  can't  catch." 
— T.  O.  O.  True. 


When  I  announ-^ed  a  week  or  two  ago  that  Mr. 
J.  W.  Zaehnsdcrf  wou'd  lecture  at  the  Piscatorial 
Society  on  "  Colour  Photography,"  and  prophesied 
that  the  audience  would  have  a  treat  that  evening, 
I  knew  I  was  on  safe  ground,  and  the  event  proved 
that  I  was.  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf  gave  a  simple  and 
easily  understood  explanation  of  the  principles 
involved,  the  u-e  of  the  three-colour  filters  for  the 
making  of  the  three  negatives,  the  printing  and 
mounting  of  the  positives,  and  the  other  operations 
involved  in  the  preparation  of  the  finished  picture, 
and  what  was  more  or  less  of  a  mystery  to  many 
became  an  open  book  by  the  aid  of  the  excellent 
way  in  which  this  somewhat  abstruse  matter  was 
treated  by  the  lecturer. 

iK  sK  »>  *  il> 

The  illustrations — lantern  slides  projected  on  the 
society's  screen — were  beautiful  indeed.  Fish, 
flowers,  landscapes,  interiors,  and  subjects  of  every 
sort,  all  glowing  with  the  colours  of  Nature— colours 
produced,  moreover,  by  photographic  methods,  and 
not  by  the  hand  of  man — provided  an  artistic  treat 
that  few  who  were  present  will  readily  forget.  It 
was  a  delightful  exhibition,  and  when  I  say  that  the 
slides  were  projected  by  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf's  famous 
lantern,  and  that  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
Ernest  Zaehnsdorf,  I  have,  I  am  sure,  said  enough 
to  assure  my  readers  that  in  the  showing  of  the 
slides  "perfection  could  no  farther  go."  That  the 
lieartiest  thanks  of  the  audience  were  given  to  the 
Messrs.  Zaehnsdorf,  je  e  et  filn,  goes  without  saying, 
and  many  of  us  also  gave  an  inward  vote  of  thanks 
to  that  splendid  lantern  for  the  extremely  able 
manner  in  which  it  had  done  its  duty  to  minister  to 
our  pleasure  and  instruction. 


"January,  February,  March!"  I  think  this 
was  the  order  given  by  a  certain  genera] — or  colonel 
— or  captain — or  sergeant  to  a  newly-formed  corps  of 
volunteers.  Now,  we  have  had  enough  of  January 
and  February  (twenty-nine  davs  for  eight  years) 
and  will  get  on  to  "  March."  This  is  to  give  notice 
("Oh,  yay,"  "Oyez")  that  the  annual  general 
meeting  (both  branches)  of  the  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  Angling  Association  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  March  8,  at  the  Assembly  Room,  Castle 
Hotel,  Hastings,  to  be  followed  by  a  smoking 
concert.  The  annual  meeting  (Fresh  Wa'er  branch) 
will  be  held  March  16  at  the  same  place,  and  the 
annual  dinner  will  be  held  at  the  Ca-^tle  Hotel,  on 
Monday,  March  21.  Note  the  dates — March  8, 
16,  and  21. 

Mb,  Geo.  Colman,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Folkestone 
Fea  Angling  Association,  announces  two  week-end 
outings  as  follows  : — March  25,  26,  and  27  for  boats, 
and  April  2,  3,  and  4  from  pier.  Intending  com- 
petitors are  requested  to  make  early  application,  to 
facilitate  the  work  of  apportioning  boats  and  places 
on  the  pier.  Silver  and  bronze  medals  will  be 
awarded,  and  all  members  of  recognised  angling 
associations  are  eligible.    Entrance  fee.  Is. 


Mr.  H.  Gaffee,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Serapis  A.S 
announces  that  the  society  has  now  removed  to  the 
Lord  Truro,    Dalston-lane,  which  is   about  two 
minutes'  walk  from  Hackney  Downs  Station,  G.E.R 


A  PRETTY  story  comes  from  the  Continent  (kindly 
note  this  is  not  from  America  this  time).  A  violent 
tempest  burst  over  Lake  Grandlieu,  in  the  Nantes 
district,  with  vivid  lightning  and  thunder.  A 
number  of  boats  were  on  the  lake,  and  while  they 
were  hurrying  to  th')  shore  there  was  a  great  flash 
f  lightning,  followed  by  a  tremendous  peal  of 
thunder,  and  almos-t  immediately  there  fell  amona; 
the  boats  the  dead  bodies  of  a  large  flock  of  wild 
duck,  some  of  them  loasted  to  a  nicety,  and  some 
charred  to  a  cinder.  Great  drops  of  gravy  also  fell 
with  the  ducks,  and  the  hungry  voyageurs  mode  a 
hearty  meal  of  them  when  they  had  recovered  from 
their  surprise. 

*  *  *  •  • 

This  is  nothing  to  boast  of ;  I  have  often  had  my 
goose  "  cooked  when  overtaken  in  a  storm.  How- 
e\er,  here  is  another  to  go  on  with,  this  time  in  good 
old  England  :  *'  The  Rev.  VV.  H.  Jenoure,  Rector  of 
Barwick,  Yeovil,  describes  a  novel  sight  which  may 
be  seen  in  his  parish.  A  faimer  has  been  feeding 
his  sheep  on  oats,  and  some  of  the  grain  fell  on  the 
back  of  one  of  the  animals.  It  has  taken  root  in 
the  wool  and  f-prouted,  and  tlie  young  f-hoots  may 
be  s'>en  growing  on  its  back."  The  story  is  remi- 
niscent of  Baron  Munchausen,  who,  having  s-hot  a 
deer  with  cherry  stones,  came  across  it  later  with  a 
tree  growing  out  of  its  back. 


From  the  Knaresborough  Anglers'  Club  I  have 
just  received  a  copy  of  the  "revised  rules."  lam 
glad  to  see  that  the  members  mean  business  over 
preserving  the  river  Nidd,  and  stocking  it  with  trout, 
Tho  Earl  of  Harewood  is  president  of  this  live  club 
which  has  Messrs.  A.  Sellers  and  C.  F.  Smith  as 
hon.  sees.,  and,  of  course,  an  enthusiastic  angler  in 
the  treasurer,  Mr.  Walton. 


The  hon.  sec.  of  the  Southend  Amateur  Angling 
Society,  whose  headquarters  are  at  the  Middleton 
Hotel,  High-street,  Southend,  has  taken  time  by 
the  fetlock,  and  in  order  that ''  other  societies  "may 
not  clash  makes  the  announcement  that  an  angling 
festival  for  boats  and  from  pier  will  be  held  on 
Sept.  24,  25,  and  26. 


It  pays  to  advertise  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The 
congested  columns  of  the  paper  are  evidence  of  thia 
statement. 


Smiling  Doctor  :  "  My  dear  friend,  you  seem 
vtry  much  bettor,  considering  the  weather — ■ 
Patient  (irritably):  Oh,    hang    "considering  tb 
Weather  1 '  Th?  w  o  ther  doesn't  consider  me  ! " 


Mr.  J.  GiLLETT,  of  40,  Fetter-lane,  London,  E.C.. 
has  been  inundated  with  orders  for  the  celebrated 
'  Aquaglue."    Two  3d.  samp'os  are  s^ent  by  post, 
and  in  order  that  this  should  arrive  post  paid,  seven 
penny  stamps  should  be  enclosed  with  order. 


A  Risible  Rhyme. 

An  angler  once  at  break  of  day  arose. 

And  took  his  rod  and  line  and  book  of  flies. 
He  hoped  to  find  the  trout  upon  the  rise. 

His  name,  perhaps,  I'd  better  net  dbclose. 

He  stole  downstairs  with  noiseless  bootless  fret 
And  safely  reached  the  hall — but  there,  alack  ! 
He  trod  upon  the  unsuspected  tack. 

And  what  he  said  I'd  better  not  lepeat. 

As  every  angler  does — who  ear'.y  start?. 
He  halted  it  a  Tavern  by  the  way. 
And  had  a  glass  of— what  I  will  not  say. 

But  milk  was  one  of  its  component  parts. 

The  sun  rose  and  the  wind  rose  and,  as  well, 
A  storm  rose  and  that  made  the  river  rise, 
And  spoiled  his  chance  of  getting  trout  with  flies, 

And  the  words  he  said  I  couldn't  even  spell. 

This  Muckle  Gowk  (a  well-known  Scottish  term) 
On  thick  and  muddy  waters  cast  his  fly. 
It  was  "  against  his  rule,"  he  said,  "  to  try 

The  humble,  harmless,  necessary  worm." 

And  so  he  whipped  the  stream  till  day  was  done, 
But  not  one  trout  had  risen  to  his  view. 
At  last  his  temper  rose,  then  I  rose  too. 

And  gently  led  him  to  the  "Rising  Sun." 

— Ryepeck. 

"There  are  on'y  two  types  of  anglers,"  writes  a 
correspondent  in  a  country  journal,  "the  orthodox 
and  the  speculative."  "  Bless  his  innocent  heart," 
as  the  monthly  nur.se  exclaimed  when  the  husband 
was  surprised  by  triplets  ;  "  they  are  as  common, 
sir,  as  oranges  in  the  poor  districts."  I  have  not 
only  met  with  the  "orthodox"  and  the  "specula- 
tive," but  the  conceited  and  the  ignorant,  the 
patient  and  the  ir£iscible,  the  selfish  and  the  good 
natured,  the  pious  and  the  profane,  the  plausible 
and  the  loquacious,  the  truthful  and  the  1 — egend 
provider.  Only  two  types  of  anglers !  Well,  I 
should  smile.  The  papers  this  week  are  rich  in 
aphorisms,  says  "The  Squire"  in  the  Shooting 
Times.  Having  just  digested  the  "two  types  cf 
anglers,"  I  came  across  this  in  the  Sunday  Times  : — 
"  Fishing  in  February  in  the  North  of  Scotland 
requires  some  hardihood."  Somewhat?  From  my 
experience  it  requires  some  warm  under-flannels, 
some  waterproofs,  some  patience,  some  temper, 
some  big  sandwiches,  and,  above  all,  some  whiskey. 
If  these  are  synonyms  of  "  hardihood,"  all  right. 


There  is  a  handy  little  waistcoat  pocket  paper 
(10  pp.)  entitled,  "Hints  to  Members,"  devoted  to 
the  wants  of  the  salt  water  angler,  issued  monthly 
from  October  to  March,  and  semi-monthly  from 
April  to  September.  Office,  106,  West  Slst-str.'et. 
New  York  City.  Gratis.  The  following  is  the  pro- 
amble: — "This  pamphlet  is  not  a  money-making 
enterprise  and  never  will  be.  Its  fundamental 
object  is  to  increape  the  thinking  and  hence  the 
intelligence  of  the  men  interest  d  in  any  way  in 
angling  in  our  near-by  salt  waters.  To  inculcate 
just  principles  in  our  dealings  with  the  Forest,  Fish, 
and  Game  Commission,  and  with  each  other,  and  to 
cultivate  a  taste  for  better  conditions.  Thememb  r- 
ship  foe  of  one  dollar  per  year  entitles  a  rrember  to 
the  following  :— First,  membership  in  the  league  ; 
second,  subscription  to  pamphlet  'Hints  to 
Members';  third,  a  one-line  'Ad.'  Be  sure  to 
wiite  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only." 

***** 
In  sending  reports  ang!ers  are  asked  to  tell  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 
(This  reminder  would  be  resented  by  English,  Iii.sh.  "i 
or  Scotch  anglers.)    If  any  sea  angler  thinks  of 
crossing  the  "  Fond,"  the  various  kinds  of  fish  now 
in  season  (March)  are:  COD — Hooks,  codfish  hook, 
7/0-9/0  ;  bait,  clam,  skimmers  ;  method  (anchored), 
bottom  fishing.    LING— Hooks,  Sproat,  5/0-7/0; 
bait,  clam,  smelts  ;  method,  same  as  cod  fishing. 
WHITING  — Hooks,   long  shank.  3/0-5/0;  bait.  ; 
clam,  sandworm  ;  method  (anchored),  use  float  and  i. 
light  sinker,  mostly  caught  a  little  below  the  surf  ace. 
FLOUNDERS— Hooks,  Sproat  No.  7-9,  Chester- 
town  No.  9-12,  Carlisle  No.  6-8;  bait,  sandworm  ; 
method-(  anchored),  bottom  fishing.    BLACK  FISH 
— Hooks,  blackEsh  hook  No.  2-5  ;  bait,  clam,  fiddler  ; 
method,   same  as  flounder.     TOMCOD — Hooks, 
Chestertown  No.  6-8 ;  bait,  sandworm ;  method, 
same  as  Hound  r. 


Of  course  every  ang'er  in  the  British  Isles  is  aware 
that  tha  foregoing  only  applies  to  the  tide  water  of 
Greater  New  York  and  vicinity.  But  there  are 
other  fish  to  b3  caught,  either  by  rod  and  line — that 
is  to  say,  "  Capiantur  arundine  pbces  " — or  trawl, 
or  net,  or  long  line,  or  any  other  style.  You  simply 
take  your  choice  and  go  w  here  they  are.  I  have 
a  list  sent  me  eve  y  week,  from  which  1  select  a  few 
to  go  on  with  : — Bass,  boi.ing  ;  bass,  medium  ;  bass, 
pan  ;  bass,  sea,  southern ;  bass,  striped,  southern  ; 
blackfish;  bluefish,  frozen  ;  butterfish,  frozen  ;  cod, 
staak  ;  ccd,  maiket;  eels,  skin.s  on;  eels,  skins  off; 
flounders  ;  flukes,  frozen  ;  haddock  ;  hake  ;  halibut, 
gray  ;  halibut,  western  ;  halibut,  chicken  ;  herrine, 
frozen,  schooner  ;  herring,  frozen,  barrelled  ;  king- 
fish  ;  mackerel,  frozen  ;  pollack,  frozen  ;  pollack, 
green;  pompano ;  porgies,  frozen;  red  snappe.s; 
roe,  haddock ;  salmon,  western,  frozen  ;  salmon, 
western,  green  ;  sea-trout ;  shad,  Florida,  roes  ;  shad, 
Florida,  bucks  ;  sheepshead  ;  smelts,  frozen  ;  smeltH," 
Canadian,  chilled  ;  smelts,  Maine,  chilled  ;  Spanish 
mackerel;  sturgeon,  dressed  ;  sturgeon,  undressed 
weakfish,  frozen,  etc. 


Mr.  F.  T.  Williams,  of  10,  Great  Queen-street, 
W.C.,  had  a  fine  pike,  weighing  321b.,  sent  to  him 
for  mounting.  Jt  was  taken  in  the  West  of  Ireland 
by  Mr.  F.  Cowburne. 


There's  a  funny  clam  digger  in  Pelham, 
Who  digs  clams  on  purpose  to  selham ; 

People  ask,  "  Are  they  nice  ?  " 

And,  "  What  is  the  price  ?  " 
But  they  never  can  get  him  to  telham. 

— New  York  Times. 


Tea  VERS :  "  You  have  actually  sent  a  bill  with 
my  clothes !  What  insult !  What  infamy  ! " 
Tailor :  "  It  was  all  our  new  book-keeper's  fault, 
sir.  He  got  y'oM  mixed  yp  with  those  people  who 
pay !  " 


The  "latest  news  ■'  (Thursday  evening)  is  "TeS 
Match — Result."  As  I  do  my  cricket  this  love'y 
weather  on  the  hearth,  it  does  not  interest  mo 
so  much  as  angling,  which,  I  admit  is  a  bit 
"off."  However,  there  are  one  or  two  items 
which  might  be  borne  in  mind  for  this 
(at  present)  lamb  -  like  month.  March  II, 
annual  dinner  of  the  Heme  Bay  Angling  Asso- 
ciation at  the  Connnught  Hotel;  March  15, 
social  supper  (to  which  ladies  are  invited)  of  the 
City  of  London  Piscatorials,  at  Broad -streit 
Restaurant,  E.C. ;  on  the  same  night  Mr.  Robert 
Stanley  (author  of  "Ansling  Anecdotes")  wi'l 
deliver  a  lecture  before  the  members  and  friends 
of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  at  the  Man- 
chester Hotel,  Aldersgate- stieet,  E.C,  The  tife 
of  the  paper  is  '  Things  that  Happen  when  we  go 
Fishing."  Then  the  B.S.A.S.  dinner  at  th^  Cafe' 
Monico  on  the  16th,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  in 
the  chair  ;  and,  on  the  22nd,  the  Gresham  annual 
dinner  at  the  Manchester  Hotel,  with  Mr.  C.  H. 
Cook  ("John  Bickerdyko")  in  the  chair.  Now,  Sir 
Roche  Boyle,  how  can  I  manage  to  listen  to  Mr. 
Stanley's  "Things  which  Happen"  and  sup  with 
the  ladies  at  the  City  of  London  Piscatorials  on  the 
same  night  ?  Two  big  events  in  one  night  is  rather 
awkward,  but  I  shall  try  and  manage  the  two.  I 
mayjiot  be  present  at  either,  but  it  will  not  bie  the 
fault  of  Dragnet. 
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Pfovifleial  fluglifig  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Jiist  as  we  thought  that  we  had  a  bit  of  nice 
weather  in  store  for  us,  and  that  we  had  a  prospect 
of  getting  out  to  the  water  side,  down  came  the 
snow,  and  as  a  consequence  snow  broth  has  got 
into  the  river,  and  fishing  has  been  at  a  discount ; 
but  a  few  of  our  members  have  been  out  and  have 
taken  a  few  roach  and  perch,  and  also  a  number  of 
small  pike.  I  have  received  some  very  good 
accounts  of  the  canal  at  Wilmcote,  where 
some  good  pike  have  been  taken,  but  very  little  has 
been  done  in  other  directions.  We  have  had  one  or 
two  contests.  The  St.  Paul's  Society  fished  a  bye 
contest  on  Feb.  28,  in  the  canal  at  Lichfield,  when 
near  upon  one  hundred  members  competed,  but 
owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  weather  the  takes  of 
fish  were  verj'  small,  in  fact,  Mr,  Wright,  who  secured 
,  the  first  prize,  only  took  two  fish  which  weighed 
a  little  under  6oz.  The  forthcoming  exhibition 
at  Bingley  Hall,  when  specimen  fish  will  be  on 
view,  seems  to  be  one  of  those  things  that  will 
out-rival  all  the  previous  arrangements. 

FROM  HULL  AND-DISTRICT. 
A  few  very  nice  roach  were  secured  above  Hemp- 
holme  lust  week ;  but  this  week  the  weather  has 
been  verj-  winterly,  and  in  some  parts  snow  is  laid 
a  foot  deep,  and  with  a  prevalence  of  easterly  winds 
angling  has  been  anj'thing  but  a  pleasurable 
occupation  in  any  quarter,  and  most  rivers  and 
streams  are  now  more  or  less  out  of  condition  with 
snow  water  and  drainage  from  the  adjoining  lands. 
It  will  be  fully  a  week,  providing  we  have  finer 
weather,  before  they  are  in  anything  like  tlieir 
normal  condition  aga'ii.  At  the  latter  part  of  the 
week  a  f^w  pike  were  taken  from  the  Driffield 
Canal,  and  pike  fishers  on  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal  returned  with  a  few  decent  fish,  but  since  the 
weather  has  been  so  unpropitious  few  anglers  ha^•e 
ventured  out  even  for  a  bit  of  pike  fisliitig.  The 
Eagle  and  Kecreation  Society  of  Hull  mustered 
strong  on  Friday  evening  last  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel  to  celebrate  their  second  annual  dinner,  and 
after  the  good  things  had  been  partaken  of,  the 
fhair  was  taken  by  Mr.  A.  Tibb,  supported  in  the 
vioe-chair  by  the  president  of  the  club,  Mr.  J.  M. 
TurnbuU,  and  a  most  enthusiastic  and  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Since  my  laat  notes  tishing  has  been  at  a  stand- 
still. It  was  very  raw  and  cold  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  last  week,  and  it  culminated  in  a  heavy 
fall  of  snOw  on  Thursday  and  Friday  of  an  average 
depth  of  some  Sin.  in  the  lower  lands ;  on  the  fells 
it  was  much  deeper.  Since  then  the  wind  has  been 
in  the  north  and  north-east,  with  .sharp  frost  at 
night  up  to  15deg.,  and  very  little  will  be  donj  up 
here  until  we  have  some  heavy  rain. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

By  way  of  fortifying  themselves  for  the  approach- 
ing close  season,  the  Manley  Arms  A.S.,  Leigh,  are 
having  a  wind-up  match  in  the  local  canal  that  goes 
through  the  town  of  Leigh.  Next  Saturday  the 
Fletcher  A.S.,  Farnworth,  will  visit  Astley  and  fish 
a  wind-up  match.  Our  old  friend,  the  Bollin,  is 
expected  to  be  in  capital  order  for  the  week-end. 
Writing  on  March  2  a  correspondent  stated  it  was  in 
excellent  order.  On  March  1  it  was  open  for  trout 
fishing,  with  the  exception  of  rainbow  trout. 
The  committee  of  the  Warrington  A. A.  were  noted 
'  for  a  meeting,  but  too  late  this  week  for  any  notice 
here.  They  are  very  busy  in  preparing  for  the 
coming  season,  and  are  moving  for  additional  pri- 
vileges for  the  members.  The  prevailing  unfavour- 
able weather  is  sadly  interfering  with  fishing  in  the 
Northwich  district.  A  decent  pike  is  reported  as 
taken  from  Pickmere.  What  few  pike  have  been 
takken  are  reported  as  being  in  very  fair  order, 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Success,  a  bumping  house,  are  the  only  terms 
I  that  can  be  applied  to  the  grand  concert  promoted 
\  by  the  Moss  Side  Socials  A.S.  on  Monday  last. 
I  The  whole  programme  was  of  a  very  high  order,  and 
an  elevating  and  interesting  kind.    This  last  busi- 
ness meeting  was  of  great  importance;  three  new 
members  were  accepted,  and  other-j  are  nominated. 
For  next  Monday  the  agenda  includes  items  of 
exceptional  interest  to  the  members,  and  everyone 
I  ought  to  do  their  best  to  be  present.    The  next 
I  delegate  meeting  of  the  County  Palatine  A. A. 
^  will  no  doubt  be  well  attended.     Rumour  is  busy 
'  ith  a  resignation  and  other  items,  but  no  doubt 
ommon  sense  will    be   brought  to  bear  on  the 
ugeiidu.    Most  complete  arrangements  have  been 
made   for  the  comfort   of  those  attending  the 
gathering  of  anglers  next  Tuesday,  promoted  by 
the  Craven  A.S. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Anglers  have  been  unusually  numerous  since  the 
Trent  ran  into  condition  for  pike  fishing,  and  the 
majority  of  those  patronising  the  backwaters  on  the 
lower  sections  of  the  river  have  caught  some  hand- 
some fish.  Messrs.  T.  B.  Lewis,  T.  Foster,  J.  Shef- 
ferson,  and  L.  Simon  have  done  remarkably  well  at 
Hazleford  (from  the 5 island),  and  on  Thursday 
(Feb.  25;  Mr.  T.  Barnett  and  Mr.  G.  Flesman  secured 
nine  in  the  former's  lake  at  Trent.  Mr.  J.  Birkin 
and  Mr.  F.  Bacon  have  also  run  and  landed  seven 
at  Hoveringham.  Visitors  to  Weston  Cliff  pool  have 
fared  indifferently,  and  members  of  the  City  Welling- 
ton Society  have  not  done  so  well  at  Shardlow  and 
Cavendish  Bridge  as  could  have  been  desired.  The 
backwaters,  it  was  hoped,  would  hold  any  quantity 
of  fish  after  the  flood,  but  from  some  cause  or  other, 
few  have  been  tempted,  even  by  the  best  of  live 
baits,  namely,  dace.  Salmon  continue  to  ascend. 
Coarse  fish  anglers  have  creeled  roach  and  perch  at 
Clifton  and  Wilford  (Pyatt's  meadow),  where  one 
of  the  local  clubs  engaged  in  a  friendly  competition 
last  Saturday.  Mr.  1.  B.  Potter  and  your  corre- 
spondent had  a  grand  basket  of  roach  and  chub  from 
Willington  on  ieb.  25,  and  roach  and  bream  have 
shown  improved  sport  to  the  worm  atSawley  (Pride 
of  Derby  Club's  waters),  Trent  Lock,  Barton,  and 
Attenborough.  On  Tuesday  (March  1)  the  members 
of  the  Holme  Pierrepont  Fishery  were  busy  amongst 
chub  with  greaves  and  pith  and  brains.  The  river 
is  now  in  very  good  ply  for  chubbing  with  the  baits 
named. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  during  the  last  seven  days  has  been 
wretchedly  bad,  heavy  snowstorms,  keen  frosts, 
cold  winds,  and  to-day,  wet  and  dreary.  The 
rivers  are  high  and  off  colour,  and  will  soon  be 
full  of  snow  broth,  and  it  will  be  useless  to  attempt 
trout  fishing  for  some  days  to  come.  The 
St.  John's  Angling  Club  had  their  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  at  the  headquarters 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  John  Stokes 
(president).  The  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  S.  F.  Higgs, 
said  the  financial  position  of  thi  club  was  very 
satisfactory.  During  the  season  three  special  con- 
tests had  b.en  fished — one  at  Powick,  one  at  Leigh 
Court,  and  one  at  Stanford  Bridge,  all  on  the  River 
Teme.  The  prizes  were  then  distributed  by  the 
chairman.  Silver  cup,  Mr.  C.  Denley ;  heaviest 
trout,  Mr.  John  Stokes;  heaviest  chub,  Mr.  T. 
Feltwell ;  highest  aggregate,  Mr.  L.  Higgs.  First 
cjntest,  Mr.  S.  Griffiths,  first ;  Mr.  J.  Wood,  second; 
Mr.  C'.  James,  third.  Second  contest,  Mr.  A.  Brown, 
first;  Mr.  J.  Stokes,  second.  Third  contest,  Mr.  C. 
Denley,  first  and  special ;  Mr.  A.  E.  Matum,  second 
and  special ;  Mr.  T.  Toirikinson,  third ;  Mr.  W. 
White,  fourth;  Mr.  K.  Morris,  fifth  ;  Mr.  C.  Denley, 
special. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  expectations  of  local  anglers  have  been  falsi- 
fied in  the  changeable  conditions  ofj  weather  and 
water.  The  River  Ouse,  which  had  got  into  fine 
tiitn  for  coarse  fishing,  has  again  become  unsettled 
and  discoloured,  and  the  state  of  the  Foss  is  no 
better.  Litt'e  has  been  attempted  in  the  way  of 
sport  since  Feb.  25.  On  that  day  Messrs.  Hen- 
derson, Lawson  and  Coope  visited  private  waters  at 
Melbourne,  near  Pocklington,  in  quest  of  sport  with 
pike.  The  first-named  rodman  caught  eight  fish,  and 
the  others  fo  lowed  suit,  but  in  each  instance  the 
pike  were  of  an  insignificant  kind.  The  water  was 
rather  up  which  had  some  effect  on  results.  A 
small  party  proceeded  along  the  Ouse  banks 
from  the  city  towards  Bishopthorpe,  but  could 
make  very  little  out  of  the  fish. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  since 
last  notes  has  been  wild,  cold,  and  rainy,  and  sport 
has  not  been  up  to  anticipation.  The  [prospects, 
however,  are  much  improved  all  round  at  time  of 
writing.  On  all  the  principal  waters  salmon  are 
reported  numerous,  but  owing  to  the  untoward 
weather  and  water  conditions  they  have  been  taking 
badly.  Sea  angling  continues  suspended  at  all  the 
principal  stations.  Spring  pollack  are  reported 
numerous  at  many  places  on  the  southern  and 
south-western  coasts,  and  mackerel  have  put  in  an 
appearance  on  the  Kerry  shores.  Rock  fishing  will 
not  become  general  until  the  summer  arrive.s. 

Belfast  and  District. 
Since  last  report  there  was  practically  nothing 
done  on  the  W  oodburn  and  Marshallstown  waters, 
the  weather  being  so  bitterly  cold.  On  March  i 
the  Stoneyford  and  Leatheinstown  waters  opened, 
and  also  the  Clady,  Six- mile,  Glenavy,  Crumlen, 
Ballinderry,  in  co-.  Antrim,  and  on  the  Down  side 
the  Crossgar,  Moneycaragh.  SeVeral  members  of 
the  Belfast  A. A.  were  out  on  the  Crossgar. 


^ofcs  from  i^c  ilod^. 

The  white  fishermen  (herring  included)  of  Peter- 
head and  the  East  Coast  generally  are  agairust  the 
establishment  of  whaUng  stations  at  Shetland  by 
Norwegians  or  any  others. 

John  McHardy,  head  keeper  Morvan  Lodge,  Dee- 
side — Mr.  Keillor's  place— died  last  week  in  the 
Aberdeen  Royal  Infirmary,  after  undergoing  a 
serious  operation. 

On  the  Cairnton  Water,  Mr.  George  Ormsby-Gore, 
M.P.,  and  Lady  Margaret  Gore  had  eight  fish 
between  them  on  Saturday,  and  thirteen  on  Monday 
last. 

The  Ythan  and  Ugie  opened  for  the  season  on 
Feb.  25.  Several  anglers  were  out  from  Aberdeen, 
Ellon,  and  Methlick,  and  one  or  two  clean  fish  were 
got,  but  the  majority  were  kelts. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  as  1  indi- 
cated some  time  ago,  is  in  communication  with  the 
adjacent  proprietors  to  bring  the  Cabrach  district 
of  the  Deveron  more  under  control. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Russell-Duncan,  C.E.,  has  been  study- 
ing the  treatment  of  sewage  and  distillery  effluent 
with  a  view  to  a  perfect  remedy.  So  have  man> 
others  before  him,  but  he  claims  to  have  at  last 
found  the  golden  way.  He  has  erected  an  experi 
mental  station  on  the  Lossie,  and  is  trying  his  hand 
on  the  town's  sewage  first. 

A  gentleman  fishing  a  certain  part  of  the  Don  was 
interviewed,  inspected,  or  otherwise  paid  attention 
to  by  no  less  than  fifteen  different  poachers  in  threa 
days.  Thej'  came  in  ones  and  twos,  looked  at  him, 
and  then  disappeared.  All  night  his  gillie  had  to 
keep  guard  over  the  pool,  else  there  would  not  have 
been  one  left  in  the  morning. 

Is  it  fair  to  employ  convicts  in  making  salmon 
and  other  nets  ?  Such  I  learn  is  the  employment 
of  prisoners  in  the  prison  on  the  banks  of  the  Dee, 
near  its  mouth.  Many  of  these  men  are  there  for 
theft,  but  they  are  all  poachers,  and  it  is  putting 
temptation  in  the  way  of  those  who  are  not  to  teach 
net-making. 

Mr.  Curphey,  uispector  under  the  Secretary  of 
Scotland  for  pollution  of  rivers,  has  promulgated  a 
scheme  for  the  purification  of  the  "  poor  old  Don," 
the  most  polluted,  most  poached,  and  worst  abused 
salmon  river  in  the  kingdom.  What  it  will  be  undei- 
new  treatment  passes  comprehension. 

It  is  a  tommon  belief  among  the  snatching  fra- 
ternity that  the  city  police  have  no  business  to  inter- 
fere with  them.  On  this  assumption  a  fellow  asked 
a  policeman  to  buy  a  salmon  (kelt)  he  had  in  the 
lining  of  his  jacket.  Of  course  P.C.  91  ran  him  in. 
He  got  fined  £4,  or  thirty  days. 

Mr.  Malloch,  Perth,  has  a  scheme  for  the  Don 
which  will  enable  fish  to  get  over  the  Muggiemoss 
dyke  in  any  state  of  the  water,  and  which  he  has 
offered  the  Don  proprietors  a  present  of.  It  would 
only  cost  them  £150  to  carry  out.  Yet  they  will 
likely  spend  thousands  in  doing  the  other  thing. 

Some  900  salmon  were  on  the  slabs  of  the  Aber- 
deen Market  last  week.  Prices  on  Feb.  2(j  dropped 
4d.,  a  sure  sign  of  more  fish  on  the  coast. 

Master  Willie  Mackay,  fifteen,  had  "  first  blood  " 
on  the  Dee  tidal  last  week.  Five  anglers  were  on 
the  water,  including  your  humble  servant,  but  the 
youth  beat  all  the  others — with  the  worm. 

Last  week  John  Rennie,  a  road  engine-driver, 
had  to  pay  £2  for  "  rescuing  "  a  salmon  from  a 
watery  grave  near  the  Bridge  of  Alford,  on  New- 
Year's  Day,  with  one  of  his  firing-irons.  Johnny 
thought  to  have  a  right  royal  feast  on  the  occasion, 
but  he  got  spotted,  and  so  had  to  pay  the  piper. 

But  the  question  with  most  people  is  what  about 
the  loads  of  salmon  that  were  reported  in  a  local 
paper  as  having  been  poached  on  the  Don  before 
the  season  opened,  and  which  ultimately  found 
their  way  soutJi  't 

By  all  means  catch  poachers,  millers,  weavers, 
miners,  cattlemen,  cowboys,  engine-men,  and  tha 
rest,  but  their  depredations  are  a  mere  flea-bite. 
Get  hold  of  the  band  who  have  means,  ability,  and 
daring,  and  are  making  a  good  thing  of  it  on  the  Esk, 
the  Don,  and  the  Dee.  There  will  be  some  credit 
in  laying  them  by  the  heels.      Spkcial  Scotch. 
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ANGLERS'    HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  &c. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Private  Lake,  two  miles  in  circumference, 
and  Eiver  (also  private)  of  about  miles, 
well  stocked  with  good  fish  of  all  kinds. 

Celebrated  for  fine  Pike,  now  in  Full  Season  until 
end  of  February. 

LIVE   BAIT  STOCKED. 
ABOUT  1,000  ACRES  OF  GOOD  MIXED  SHOOTING 
ALSO  AVAILABLE. 


Special  low  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3  Guineas  per  weelc. 
Best  of  everytliing.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel.   

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  Frbhsham  Pond.Churt. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Rendon,  JUiddleseie, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Boach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  station*.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  fish 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  inch. 
Budd,  6  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch. 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeou,  4  lucta. 


Fisheries  Now  Open. 
Season  Ticket,  £1  Is.,  now  ready. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  lor  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  6d.  per 
day.  Winter ;  8*.  6d.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishiug 
Free.  Scores  of  big  tlsh  caught  duriug  the  last 
few  mouths.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22 1  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKEKY,  Proprietor. 


CASTLE  HOTEL 

Hastings, 

Coffee  Room,  Smoking  Lounge, 
Billiard  Room. 

Moderate  tariff.   Special  week  or  week-end  terms 


Headquarters  of  Hastings  and  St 
Leonards  Angling  Society ;  also  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
'Buses  meet  all  trains.  Excellent 
Stabling,  Motor  and  Cycle  Houses 
adjoining  Hotel. — Apply, 

'  H.  BOYCE 


Modern  Hotel,  with  every  Convenience  and  Comfort  forlAnglers. 

EN    PENSION,   lOs.  6d.   A  I>AY. 

Station:  Llanfyllin.  Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy." 


FORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.    135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caugbt  last  season.    AUsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  drauglit  and  iu 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 

Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


ST.  NEOTS. 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

On  the  Banks  of  the  Ouse. 

Good  Winter  Fishing :  Pike,  Perch,  Roath,  and 
<;hub.  Jivery  Accommodation  fur  vnitin^ 
Anglers.  Illustrated  Booklet  and  Tariff  on 
application.— Frkd.  Bkkson,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL 

nitfo  WOOD. 

()ld-(;Hlal)li»heil  Kauiily  and  ('oiiiiiiercial  Hotel 
Tlii  ee  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  iBBucd  to 
visiUHH  in  Hotel  at  r>».  per  day.  Billiards ; 
i'OBiing  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Ilead(|iiarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address,  Propkiktor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


The  Fishing  began  on  March  i.    Boats  and 
Rooms  should  be  booked  early. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  ROUGH  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET. 


RAILWAY  HOTE 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midit  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  tor  Tront, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughi 
viMk  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  H  miles 
listant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  bis  own 
loats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  lermi 
OD  application.   Special  Co  a  Party. 

T.  8TAN1IBR8,  Proprietor. 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  .Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz. :  Hotel  \l'ater,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  up  to  five — then  free  ;  Renerved 
Water,  H'A  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.  No  charge  is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats.  Fishing  from 
the  15th  of  .January  till  end  of  May.— For 
further  i)articulars  apply  to  H.  .1.  KNIGHT. 
Note  : — All  fl.?li  aie  retained  by  anglei's. 


Season : 
May  to  November, 

,600  ft.  Altitude. 

11,000  Population. 


ANNECY 

(HAUTE-SAVOIE,  FRANCE). 

TimOUUlI  CAHHIAdHS  PARIS  TO  ASXECY. 


1  hr,  from  Aix-les 
Bains. 

17  hrs.  from  London. 

10  hrs.  from  Paris, 


Annecy  is  becoming  much  frequented  as  a  Summer  Home,  for  tlie  beauty  of 
ts  surroundings,  the  purity  of  its  air,  and  the  agreeable  freshness  of  its 
atmospliere.  It  is  situated  on  the  most  lovely  of  Alpine  Lakes,  on  the  dibect 
ROUTE  from  Paris  to  Chamonix  {via  Aix-les-Bains).  Life  is  bon  marcM  at  Annecy, 
and  in  the  City  and  around  the  Lake  are  good  hotels,  pensions,  apartments,  and 
cottage  accommodation.  Excellent  Steamers  (with  Restaurants  on  board), 
Sloops,  Fishing-boats,  &c. 

ANGLING  IS  GOOD. 

In  Lake  Annecy — Trout,  Ferox,  Pike,  Perch,  Chub,  Char,  Carp.     In  the 
celebrated  Gorges  du  Fier — Fine  Salmon-Trout,  Eels,  &c.    In  the  Rivers  of  the 
ery  picturesque  Valley  de  Thones,  la  petite  Suisse-Savoie  (good  tramvs'ay  service 
from  Annecy) — abundant  Silver-Trout. 

Full  information,  and  Illustrated  Pamphlet-Guides,  can  be  obtained  promptly 
bv  writing  to  the  Syndicat  d'Initiative,  Annecy. 


ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.  Excellent  Ti  out  Fishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charghig  apparatus. 

M.  W. ALTERS. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

On  River  Lyon, 
GLEN  LYON,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Distance :  9  miles  from  Aberfeldy  .Station,  and 
ii  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay.  Under 
new  managemeut ;  in  connection  with  Tyndrum 
and  Criarilarich  Hotels.  A  large  extension  of 
Salmon  and  excellent  Trout  Fishing  has  been 
added  to  the  Hotel  Waters  this  season,  with 
two  boats  on  river  for  Trout.  Salmon  Fishing 
opened  .January  15. — Apply,  R.  Stewart. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 
THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modem  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogie.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmoi 
on  River  Deveron.  Particulars  from  WILLIAM 
Donaldson,  Manager 


Kenmore,  Perthshire. 

SALMON  FISHING.  Charges  for  right  of 
Salmon  Fialiing,  vi/..  :  J/utel  Water,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  up  to  five,  then  free.  Reserved 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30.v.  ikv  day  ;  no  charge 
for  use  of  boats.  Fishing  from  January  15  to 
end  of  May.  All  Hsh  retained  l)y  anglers.  Also 
the  right  of  six  pools  on  the  River  Lyon,  to 
visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  free.— Apply, 

W.  KNIGHT. 


RODONO  HOTEL 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 


First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ 
ated  and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishini;  on  loch  and  river,  five  miles  of  the 
.\Iegget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DO.VALDSON,  Proprietor, 


TO  LET. 

Very  Comfortable  Apartments 

Four  or  five  bedrooms  and  two  sitting- 
rooms,  near  River  Teign ;  good  Fishing 
— Address,  Mrs.  Leare,  Bella  Marsh 
Chudleigh,  Devon. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
9ame  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishjng — Spring  and  Summer. 
I'rout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Kisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
n)om(hot  and  cold  water),  aud  lavatory.  Boats 
ilways  in  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T   NAUfJRTON.  Propriftor 


TO  LET. 

FURNISHED  APARTMENTS,  with  or 
without  board,  in  large  country  residence 
Good  Fishing  ten  minutes'  walk  from  th- 
house.— C.  Gakoineu,  Newtownstewart 
00.  Tyrone,  Ireland. 


BANFF,  N.B. 

TO  LET, 

A  First-class  Stretch  on  the  River ' 
Deveron. 

Spring  Trout  &  Autumn  Salmon  Fishing. ' 


J.  CHISHOLM,  Fife  Arms  Hotel. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  1. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
.Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROIT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Lu.xemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  46.  7d.  per  day. 

Propkietob,  a.  H  ECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

Brif^lit,  liracing  uir;  Hotel  adjoins  seu  coast  and  lake, 
aud  stands  in  rrentre  of  a  capital  sixjiting  y-liole  golf 
links.  Lake  Tratfells.  J60  acres,  and  Lake  l»inan.  75 
acres,  are  now  included  in  jiroprietor's  fishing  :  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  fiMliing;  hoats  on  all  lakes  inclnded  in 
inudemti.'  tirirt.  Several  milcB  of  Trout  Visliing  on 
River  ('r\gill.  hc.st  in  the  earlv  Season,  opens  j'March  1. 
A  MdDKKX  Hol'SE.  10  nwms".  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea.  links,  lake,  and  (lamarvonshire  Moun- 
tains, with  same  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel,  TO  LKT 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address.  T.  J.  COTTRELL.  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -      WM.  "t»OUGLAS. 


The  Gem  of  the  English  Lakes 

NEWBY  BRIDGE. 


At  the  foot  of  Windermere  Lake  is  the 
SWAN  HOTEL,  an  old-world  Coaching 
and  Fishing  House,  which  affords  every 
comfort,  good  food,  and  attention. 

Trout,  6J  lbs. ;  Char,  IJ  lbs. ;  Salmon, 
33  lbs, ;  Pike,  27  lbs. ;  Perch,  4^  lbs. 

Anglers'  terms  from  March  to  June, 
Please  write  for  illustrated  tariff  to 
Wur.  T.  Revell,  Swan  Hotel,  Newby 
Bridge,  via  Ulverston. 


Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the' 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  ia- 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Neldeb,  Proprietor. 
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ROES  ON  TOAST. 


We  are  a  luxurious  and  a  wasteful  people.  We 
are  an  unreasoning  and  illogical  people.  We  com- 
plain of  the  liigh  price  of  fish  and  its  scarcity,  and 
consume  a  whole  cargo  in  a  pot  of  caviare.  We 
grumble  at  the  pike  and  the  dog-fish,  the  dolphin 
and  the  shark,  and  yet  we  devour  cod's  roe  by  the 
pound,  and  demand  the  extermination  of  the  pike 
and  the  dog-fish  because  they  eat  other  fish,  while 
the  eggs  of  those  fishes  are  still  in  our  mouths. 
There  is  an  excuse  for  every  evil  in  life,  and  I  fear 
that  the  good  old  excuse  must  come  in  here,  "  It  is 
wasteful,  but  it  is  nice." 

At  this  season  of  the  year  banqueters — Masonic 
or  otherwise — require  to  have  their  appetites 
polished  or  roimded  off,  as  it  were,  with  something 
savoury,  and  the  trifle  chosen  is  bloater  roe  on  toast 
with  a  suspicion  of  cayenne.  A  large  London  hotel 
sent  out  a  demand  to  a  big  firm  of  fishmongers  for 
400  fresh  bloater  roes  for  one  dinner.  The  result 
was  that  the  dispenser  of  herrings  had  nothing  but 
hard  roes  for  his  customers — myself  amongst  the 
nimiber. 

It  is  nothing  short  of  a  dispensation  of  Providence 
that  man  prefers  the  soft  to  the  hard  roe.  The  latter 
form  the  eggs  of  the  female  fish,  and  as  these  contain 
some  20,000  to  30,000  possible  little  fishes  in  each 
roe,  it  does  not  require  much  calculation  to  gauge 
the  destruction  which  can  be  wrought.  The  fecundity 
of  fishes  is  something  very  wonderful,  and  one  is 
appalled  to  think  what  figures  would  fitly  describe 
the  numbers  of  eggs  spawned  by  every  kind  of  fish 
that  swims  since  Nature  first  issued  her  great  order, 
"  Increase  and  multiply,"  and  gave  the  word  to 
"  go-" 

The  number  of  eggs  found  in  the  roe  of  a  cod  is 
something  almost  fabulous.  The  late  Frank  Buck- 
land,  who  was,  as  the  world  knows,  passionately  fond 
of  prying  into  the  great  secrets  of  fish  life,  once  told 
me  that  he  had  opened  a  cod  and  taken  from  it  7 Jib. 
of  roe.  By  counting  the  eggs  in  small  sections  and 
weighing  them  he  found  that  in  7  Jib.  of  the  roe  there 
were  6,867,000  eggs,  so  that  in  a  211b.  cod  some- 
thing like  11,000,000  of  ova  would  not  be  an  un- 
common thing.  A  fair-sized  fresh-water  perch  gives 
from  20,000  to  28,000  eggs.  One  fully  impregnated 
female  would,  therefore,  soon  stock  a  pond  if  the 
thieving  Dytiscus  or  water-beetle  would  leave  the 
eggs  alone.  A  mackerel  weighing  1  Jib.  is  capable  of 
yielding  546,681  eggs.  To  my  horror  I  can  recall 
the  fact  that  in  days  past  I  have,  with  the  aid  of 
a  little  anchovy  and  parsley  sauce,  devoured  that 
number  of  embryo  mackerel  at  a  sitting,  and  con- 
cluded they  were  more  tasty  than  the  fish  itself. 

The  succulent  brill  of,  say,  41b.  weight  yields 
239,775  eggs — there  or  thereabouts,  as  the  auc- 
tioneers say  ;  while  the  economic  late  suburban 
wanderer  who  buys  for  his  supper  a  fourpenny  slab 
of  fried  plaice,  and  is  lucky  enough  to  get  the  roe, 
may  before  he  goes  to  bed  encompass  in  his  "  Little 
Mary  "  nearly  150,000  eggs.  A  lib.  sole  may  have 
a  roe  containing  134,000  embryo  fishes. 

It  is  perhaps  worthy  of  note  that  a  salmon  is  not 
so  prolific  as  some  of  the  sea  fishes.  The  eggs  are 
very  large,  and  it  may  be  taken  that  a.s  a  rule  there 
are  900  eggs  for  every  pound  of  the  fish's  weight. 
Salmon  roe  is  greatly  beloved  and  appreciated  by 
trout  and  grayling,  and  the  pains  and  penalties 
against  using  it  as  a  bait  are  most  uncomfortable. 

Happily,  the  fresh-water  fishes  are  not  so  fre- 
quently sought  after  for  their  roe  as  those  which 
swim  in  the  sea.  If  they  were,  however,  the  yield 
would  be  not  a  little  curious.  A  211b.  carp  has  been 
counted  up  to  1,310,750  eggs  (big  figures,  my 
masters),  a  |lb.  roach  to  480,000,  while  a  tench  may 
soar  to  383,252  eggs  in  her  season — though  I  will  not 
put  my  hand  on  my  chest  and  swear  to  the  odd 
numbers. — The  "New  Beoom  "  in  the  Sporting 
Times. 


HOW  THE  CONSTITUTION  ESCAPED. 


The  next  morning  left  no  doubt'as  to  the  character 
of  the  strangers,  among  whom  was  the  Guerriere  ; 
and  there  ensued  a  chase  which,  lasting  from  day- 
light of  July  18  to  near  noon  of  July  20,  has  become 
historical  in  the  United  States  Navy,  from  the 
attendant  difficulties  and  the  imminent  peril  of  the 
favourite  ship  endangered.  Much  of  the  pursuit 
being  in  calm,  and  on  soundings,  resort  was  haxl  to 
towing  by  boats,  and  to  dragging  the  ship  ahead  by 
means  of  light  anchors  dropped  on  the  bottf)m.  In 
•  contest  of  this  kind,  the  ability  of  a  squfulron  to 
concentrate  numbers  on  one  or  two  ships,  which  can 
first  approach  and  cripple  the  enemy,  thus  holding 
lldm  till  their  consorts  come  up,  gives  an  evident 
advantage  over  the  single  opponent.  On  the  other 
Itand,  the  towing  boats  of  the  pursuer,  being  toward 
tt»  stem  guns  of  the  pursued,  are  the  first  objects 
on  either  side  to  como  under  fire,  and  are  vulnerable 
to  a  much  greater  degree  than  the  ships  themselves. 


Under  such  conditions,  accurate  appreciation  of 
advantages,  and  unremitting  use  of  small  oppor- 
tunities, are  apt  to  prove  decisive.  It  was  by  such 
diligent  and  skilful  exertion  that  the  Constitution 
effected  her  escape  from  a  position  which  for  a  time 
seemed  desperate  ;  but  it  should  not  escape  atten- 
tion that  thus  early  in  the  war,  before  Great  Britain 
had  been  able  to  reinforce  her  American  fleet,  one 
of  our  frigates  was  unable  to  enter  our  principal 
seaport.  "  Finding  the  ship  so  far  to  the  south- 
ward and  eastward,"  reported  Hull,  "  and  the 
enemy's  squadron  stationed  off  New  York,  which 
would  make  it  impossible  to  get  in  there,  I  deter- 
mined to  make  for  Boston,  to  receive  your  further 
orders." — From  "  The  War  of  1812,"  by  Captain 
A.  T.  Mahan,  in  the  March  Scribner's. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS^ 

"A  South  London  Angler." — You  should  send 
us  your  address,  or  write  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade, 
6,  Priter-road,  Bermondsey,  S.E. 


Xettets  to  the  lEbitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


MESSRS.  FOSTER'S  CHALLENGE  ACCEPTED. 

Dear  Sib, — Messrs.  Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  have 
for  a  considerable  time  challenged  any  rod  maker 
at  home  or  abroad  to  produce  a  rod  to  surpass  their 
steal  ribbad  rods  in  strength — that  is,  I  understand, 
for  a  rod,  weight  for  weight,  length  for  length, 
diameter  for  diameter.  I  am  not  a  professional 
rod  maker — only  an  amateur,  and  not  much  at 
that — but  as  the  result  of  some  experiments  I  have 
just  completed,  I  am  prepared  to  accept  their 
challenge  if  they  will  be  so  kind  as  to  meet  me  in  a 
friendly  trial.  In  their  challenge  they  stipulate  for 
certain  sums  to  be  paid  by  the  loser.  However,  as 
I  have  no  connection  with  the  trade,  I  suppose 
they  will  waive  this  point  and  meet  me  on  the 
following  or  similar  lines  :  — 

That  you,  sir,  along  with  Mr.  Senior,  of  the  Field, 
if  y6u  will  both  be  so  kind,  will  act  as  judges  in  the 
contest. 

That  Messrs.  Foster,  along  with  your,  elf  and 
Mr.  Senior,  will  choose  any  angling  experts,  or  rod 
makers,  you  may  agree  upon  to  carry  out  the  test. 

That  the  test  will  take  whataver  form  may  be 
agreed  upon ;  I  make  no  stipulation.  I  should 
simply  send  you  the  rod  when  finished, "and  let  all 
else  remain  in  the  hands  of  my  opponents.  All  the 
stipulation  I  would  make  would  be  for  "  a  fair 
field  and  no  favour"  for  both  parties.  If  Messrs. 
Foster  will  suggest  any  fairer  way  I  shall  be 
delighted. 

In  the  event  of  my  winning  in  the  contest,  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  accept  from  Messrs.  Foster  a  present 
of  one  of  their  steel  ribbed  rods  with  reel  and  line 
of  whatever  quality  they  choose,  as  their  acknow- 
ledgment to  me  that  my  method  of  strengthening 
rods  is  the  stronger.  If  they  should  win,  then  they 
will  have  the  great  satisfaction  of  still  proving  to 
the  angling  world  that  their  method  of  steel  ribbing 
cannot  be  surpassed.  They  have  undoubtedly 
maintained  this  position  hitherto — a  position  I 
have  no  desire  to  oust  them  from — still  I  am  firmly 
convinced  I  have  invented  a  stronger  method,  and 
as  the  mattsr  is  one  of  vital  interest  to  the  majority 
of  anglers,  I  shall  be  delighted  to  meet  them  in  a 
friendly  trial. 

As  I  feel  sure  that  all  your  readers  will  take  a 
keen  interest  in  this  matter,  I  hope  you  will  publish 
this  letter.  I  do  not  suppose  there  will  be  any 
difficulty  in  finding  exports  who  will  be  willing  to 
spare  the  time  to  sea  this  test  carried  out,  say  in 
the  F!v  Fishers'  Club  or  anywhere  arranged  for. 
As  tu  rods  to  be  tested,  a  firm  of  gun  and  fishing 
tackle  makers,  whom  I  have  taken  into  my  confi- 
dence, have  ofTered  to  allow  me  to  select  a  green- 
heart  trout  rod  from  their  stock  for  the  trial.  This 
roJ  I  should  be  pleased  to  send  you  if  you  would 
kindly  submit  it  to  Mo.ssrs.  Foster,  and  they  could 
make  one  the  same;  they  could  then  be  treated  by 
the  sevo-ral  methods  for  the  tes"-.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared just  now  to  say  what  my  method  is,  as  I  am 
arranging  for  its  provisional  protection,  but  this  for 
the  moment  is  of  no  importance.  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  see  Messrs.  Foster  reply  to  this  in  your  next 
issue. — Yours  truly,  Scottie. 

P.S. — If  I  should  win  in  this  contest  I  shall 
produce  a  rod,  weight  for  weight,  length  for 
length,  diameter  for  diameter,  against  any  rod 
and  of  any  make  or  material  they  choose,  and  meet 
them  on  any  terms  they  choose.  ,  ... 


\l  shall  have  no  objection  to  act  as  one  of  the 
judges,  but  Mr.  Senior  tells  me  he  will  not  be  able 
to  do  go,  although  he  would  be  interested  in  the 
result.  In  fact,  he  suggested  that  it  might  be  made 
one  of  the  featurss  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Sports 
Exhibition.  I  confess  I  am  not  very  sanguine  that 
anglers  are  going  to  benefit  by  an  exhibition  of 
mere  strength,  but  if  "Scottie's"  plan  gives  us  a 
rod  equal  to  others  as  regards  weight  and  length, 
and  yet  stronger,  it  must  be  an  improvement,  just 
as  a  bar  of  steel  of  same  size  as  a  bar  of  iron  is  far 
stronger. — Ed.] 


EYED  HOOKS— WET  FLY  FISHING,  ETC. 

Dear  Sib, — It  is  good  of  you  to  give  us,  at  the 
risk  of  reviving  or  extending  the  "eyed"  versus 
"blind"  fly  hook  controversy,  "Brown  Owl's" 
interesting  and  useful  pronouncement  in  favour  of 
the  unpopular  side  of  the  question — useful  and 
valuable  because  almost  every  paragraph  snggests 
an  immediate  answer. 

Has  anyone  ascertained  the  position  of  an  i  1 
thrown  winged  fly,  or  a  well  thrown  one,  at  the 
range  of  a  cast,  whether  eyed  or  blind,  and  how  did 
he  do  it  ?  Or,  if  he  relied  only  on  its  acceptance  by 
a  fish,  how  could  that  prove  that  an  eyed  fly  was 
worse  thrown  than  a  blind  one,  or  how  cou'd  the 
throwing  affect  the  question,  both  being  similarly 
thrown  ?  Has  anyone  ascertained  th?  actual 
difference  of  weight  between  an  "eyed"  and  a 
"blind"  kedge  anchor,  meat  hook,  sa'mon  hook, 
or  trout  hook,  from  the  largest  size  maie  dovm  to 
000 ;  and  in  trout  hooks  is  the  difference  really 
appreciable,  or  how  does  it  affect  the  balance,  both 
eyed  and  blind  hooks  being  attached  to  feathers, 
etc.,  and  gut,  or  hair,  dropper  links,  or  casts  ?  In 
the  smaller  sizes  would  the  difference  of  weight  bo 
appreciably  greater  than  that  of  an  extra  knot  on 
a  whole  ca  tmg  line,  and  would  it  signify  practically 
at  all,  if  it  were  appreciable,  either  as  to  weight  or 
displacement  ? 

The  tied  blind  hook  cannot  have  its  gut  changed 
without  much  trouble,  and  is  then  as  clumsy  as  an 
eyed  fly,  as  heavy,  and  one  is  as  unlike  nature  as 
the  other,  in  any  average  case,  so  far  as  I  can  see. 

Horsehair  will  deteriorate  with  age,  so  will  gut 
I  have  some  horsehair  (worked  into  chain  form 
many  years  ago)  which  is  quite  rotten.  I  oftert 
knotted  it  in  the  form  of  primitive  lines  made  by 
myself,  but  as  I  have  not  used  it  with  eyed  flies  I 
pass  this  point  over. 

Professional  fly  dressers  are,  no  doubt,  led  by 
very  sound  experience  in  favouring  eyed  flies.  I 
have  many  ancient  blind  ones,  the  tying  cf  which 
is  as  sound  as  ever,  though  the  old  gut  is  as  rotten 
and  useless  as  the  old  horsehair.  I  do  nob  know 
which  decays  first.  Whether  eyed  or  blind  hooks 
require  most  labour  in  dressing  is  a  question  for 
professional  experts  rather  than  amateurs.  I  do 
not  find  eyed  hooks,  detached  from  gut,  so  easy  to 
handle  or  dress  as  blind  ones,  but  I  am  not  a 
professional  e.Kpert,  and  I  do  not  use  a  vice. 

Regarding  lakes,  according  to  my  experience  the 
attractiveness  cf  eyed  flies  is  just  as  varied  and 
quite  as  much  subject  to  all  c>rdinary  conditions  of 
US3  as  is  the  case  with  blind  flies  ;  both  fished  from 
the  sanie  boat  or  the  shore  will  give  sim'lar  results. 

On  the  point  of  appearance,  how  can  mere 
opiniun  snow  that- it  is  not  in  reality  mere  prejudica 
that  guides  the  judgment,  and  who  can  advance 
anything  really  in  support  of  the  contention  that 
the  gulf  which  separates  dry  fly  from  wet  fly  fishing 
is  not  perfectly  passable  in  every  direc  ion  by  flies 
of  either  the  blind  or  eyed  species  ?  Has  the  ait  of 
either  style  of  fishing  got  anything  to  do  with  the 
hooks  used  ? 

On  the  whole  subject,  may  not  the  eyed  fly  fisher 
prote:t  against  the  craze  that  does  not  j-ield  to  tha 
utility  of  progressive  improvement,  vainly  pro 
ferring  to  advance  imaginative  or  opinionativ© 
ideas,  from  their  very  nature  usually  as  impossible 
to  support  as  to  rebut  by  recognised  facts.  And 
yet  it  is  the  actual  diversity  of  the  views  enter- 
tained which  gives  the  charm  of  interest  to  such 
discussions,  and  tempts  me  to  trespass  again  upon 
your  space. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

[''  Benwyan  "  hits  the  mark — it  is  "  the  charm  of 
interest"  which  is  important;  it  would  nsver  do 
for  us  all  to  think  alike  as  regards  flies,  rods,  and 
tackle,  or  methods  of  using  them.  The  chief 
objection  I  have  found  to  using  eyed  flies  as 
droppe:  s  is  that  with  fine  gut  they  are  apt  to  throw 
back  and  catch  in  the  cast  much  more  than  flies  on 
blind  hooks. — Ed.] 


THE  COLOUR  OF  SALMON. 
Dear  Sib, — As  a  footnote  to  my  letter  printed 
in  your  issue  of  Feb.  13,  you  ask  if  I  have  seen  fresh 
rim  salmon  come  in  from  the  sea  coppery  or  black. 
I  have  not  done  so,  but  they  are  often  to  be  seen  in 
the  fir.st  pool  up  the  river,  about  three-quarters  of  a 
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mile  from  the  sea,  quite  coppery,  and  as  they  are  not 
peen  hanging  about  between  the  two  points  it  is 
generally  accepted  as  a^  fact  that  f.he  fish  reach  this 
pool  within  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  after  leav- 
ing the  salt  water ;  the  latter  time  is  considered  full 
allowance  for  the  slow  ones. — Yours  truly, 

A.  L.  F. 

-EXHIBITION  OF  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF 
JAPANESE  VIEWS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sib, — As  we  have  been  asked  by  the 
Secretary  of  a  Ramblers'  Photographic  Society 
whether  it  would  be  possible  for  him  to  arrange  a 
visit  of  the  members  of  his  society  to  our  Exhibition 
of  Photographs  of  Japan  at  our  Charing  Cross 
Gallery,  40,  Strand,  W.C.,  and  as  there  may  be 
other  secretaries  of  clubs  and  societies  to  whom  the 
same  idea  has  occurred,  will  you  allow  us  to  state  :  — 

1.  We  shall  at  all  times  be  wilhng  to  arrange  for 
special  visits  of  parties  and  societies  to  our  exhibi- 
tion, and  ensure  them  a  cordial  welcome. 

2.  In  cases  where  the  members  of  a  society  cannot 
visit  the  exhibition  at  40,  Strand,  within  the  hours 
when  the  Gallery  is  usually  open,  we  shall  bo  happy 
to  arrange  to  have  the  Gallery  opened  at  an  hour 
most  convenient  to  them. 

We  need  perhaps  hardly  add  that  there  is  no 
charge  whatever  to  our  visitors. 

Applications  addressed  to  the  Manager,  at  40, 
Strand,  will  have  immediate  attention. — Yours 
truly,  J  Kodak,  Limited. 


BRONZING  COMPOSITION  FOR  COPPER, 
BRASS,  ZINC.  ETC. 

Deab  Sik,— "  Six  parts  sulphate  of  potassium  or 
similar  sulphate,  six  parts  salt  of  lead,  twelve  of 
ammonia,  three  parts  acetic  acid,  three  of  hydro- 
chloric acid  gives  to  articles  of  copper,  brass,  zinc, 
or  other  metals  the  colour  of  bronze,  by  bath  or 
brush."  This  is  copied  from  a  receipt  I  hold.  I 
have  not  tried  it,  but  your  inquirer  may  like  to 
experiment. — Yours  truly,  R.  Crabtree. 


RE  BRONZING   FERRULES,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  "  Penk's  "  query  with  regard 
to  removing  brightness  from  nickel  fittings.  I  have 
found  a  solution  of  potassium  platino-chloride  most 
efficacious  in  darkening  German-silver  fittings,  and 
should  think  it  would  answer  equally  well  with 
nickel.  Potassium  platino-chloride  may  be  ob- 
tained from  any  decent  chemist,  but  it  is  rather 
expensive,  a  small  tubeful  costing  about  Is.  6d. 
All  grease  should  be  carefully  removed  from  the 
ferrules  before  application  of  the  solution.  By  the 
way,  I  do  not  myself  see  anything  very  odd  in  the 
steel  boats  "  for  pleasure  or  fishing,"  which  have 
apparently  excited  the  amusement  of  Mr.  F.  G. 
Rodgers.  I  myself  should  be  as  sorry  to  use  a 
Thames  pleasure  skiff  for  general  fishing  as  I  should 
he  to  use  certain  dear  old  fishing  tubs  that  I  wot  of 
on  a  certain  Scotch  loch,  where  the  oars  are  pivoted 
on  to  single  thole-pins,  solely  for  pleasure.  The 
steel  boats  are,  I  take  it,  a  sort  of  cross  between  the 
two,  strong  enough  for  general  fishing,  and  at  the 
same  time  sufficiently  light  to  use  for  a  "  pleasure- 
boat  " — that  is  to  say,  a  boat  that  is  light  enough 
to  make  rowing  it  a  pleasure  and  not  hard  work. 

I  was  glad  to  see  the  article  by  Mr.  James  Watt 
upholding  bait  fishing  ;  to  ray  mind  it  is  as  great 
folly  to  denounce  bait  fishing  as  plebeian  as  it  is  to 
call  wet-fly  fishing  the  "  chuck  and  chance  it  " 
system.  I  would  even  go  further  than  you,  sir,  and 
say  that  the  clear  water  vip-stream  worm  requires 
more  skill  to  cast  than  the  fly — would  that  I  pos- 
sessed that  skill.  What  does  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  think 
on  the  subject  ? — Yours  truly.  Mountain  Lamb. 

TO  BRONZE  ROD  FITTINGS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sib. — In  reply  to  "  Penk's"  inquiries  in  your 
issue  of  Feb.  27  :  Take  a  piece  of  camphor,  about 
the  size  of  a  piece  of  lump  sugar  ;  pi|t  a  match  to 
it ;  as  soon  as  it  begins  to  burn,  hold  a  tin  box  lid 
over  the  smoke,  and  then  put  tin  to  cool ;  after 
which  drop  a  few  drops  of  coach-builders'  best  body 
varnish,  and  mix  with  camel's-hair  brush  the  black 
and  varnish  together  ;  then  give  two  coats,  allowing 
twenty-four  hours  between,  and  at  any  future  time 
"  Penk  "  can  remove  the  above  by  a  few  drops  of 
spirits  of  turpentine  with  an  old  rag.  If  I  give  him 
A  chemical  preparation,  he  would  have  to  remove 
ferrules,  or  silk,  etc.,  would  suffer. — Yours  truly. 

Staffs.  C.  C. 

WHAT  IS  THE  BEST  FORM  OF  SALMON 
LANDING  NET. 

Dear  Sib, — Being  a  constant  reader  of  your  paper 
I  saw  the  question  of  "  Novocastrian  "  re  salmon- 
net,  and  beg  to  state  that  I  had  one  made  specially 
by  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Edinburgh.  It  is  Y-shaped 
with  arms  that  will  turn  bacjt  on  the  handle,  which  is 


divided  in  the  middle  and  made  f o  screw  together, 
making  the  shaft  6ft.  long  when  at  the  full  extent. 
When  folded  up  the  net  will  easily  carry  in  an  ordi- 
nary Tweed  salmon  bag.  The  net  has  never  been 
used,  and,  having  now  no  further  need  of  one,  I 
should  be  pleased  to  give  "  Novocastrian  "  further 
particulars  concerning  it. — Yours  truly, 

121,  CJhurch-street,  George  Billing. 

Blackpool. 

[If  I  am  not  mistaken  Messrs.  Hardy  had  this  net, 
iir  one  like  it,  on  exhibition  at  the  Westminster 
Acjuarium,  and  it  was  considered  a  very  good  net  in 
every  way,  although  some  anglers  prefer  the  hoop 
shape,  but  the  folding  one  is  infinitely  more  con- 
venient, and  strong  enough  for  anything. — Ed.] 

SALMON  L.ANDING  NET. 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  "  Novocastrian's  "  letter 
in  your  issue  of  last  week,  in  which  he  asks  for  the 
most  improved  form  of  a  salmon  landing  net  to  be 
carried  while  fishing  single  handed,  if  he  will  com- 
municate with  us  we  will  send  him  a  sample  of  a 
collapsible  net  which  we  have  lately  designed  for 
this  purpo.se. — Yours  truly.     Hardy  Brothers. 

London  and  North  British  Works, 
Alnwick. 


SEA  FISHING  QUERY. 

Dear  Sib,  -I  should  be  glad  to  hear  of  a  good 
place  for  sea  fishing  where  a  boat  is  not  a  necessity. 
I  thought  of  going  to  Weymouth  and  Alderney. 
There  is  a  breakwater  at  Holyhead.  Is  that  any 
good  ?  I  have  tried  Bridlington,  Scarborough,  and 
Dalkey,  but  without  a  boat  little  can  ha  done. — 
Yours  truly,  R.  Crabtree. 

:  TROUT  FISHING  WANTED.  ' 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  for  any 
information  respecting  trout  fishing  near  Chagford. 
Also,  is  there  any  obtainable  around  Lympstone,  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Exmouth  ? — Yours  truly. 

Grain  de  Sel. 


TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  PARIS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  write  to  ask  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  can  give  me  information  about  trout 
fishing  near  Paris.  AVhat  I  wish  to  find  is  some  fair 
stream  fishing  about  two  hours  or  so  by  rail  from 
Paris,  with  a  comfortable  and  clean  irm  to  stay  at. 
Any  further  information  would  be  gladly  received. 
— Yours  truly,  W.  A.  R. 

3,  New  Square,  Lincoln's  Inn,  W.C. 

ARTIFICIAL  SALMON  STOCKING  QUERIES. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  very  anxious  for  getting  the 
best  result  from  about  100,000  salmon  eggs  put  in 
the  hatching  troughs  this  season,  I  should  be  much 
obliged  to  you  for  getting  an  answer  through  your 
valuable  paper  to  the  following  questions: — (1) 
In  the  absence  of  any  rearing  ponds  connected  with 
the  main  river,  in  which  state  of  development  should 
the  salmon  fry  be  taken  out  of  the  hatchery  and  be 
put  in  the  river  ?  (2)  Which  depth  of  water,  and 
what  kind  of  bottom  is  to  be  preferred  ?  (3)  Are 
rearing  ponds  absolutely  necessary  to  get  a  good 
result  ?  Are  they  much  used  in  England  and 
America  ?  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours 
truly,  G.  Hyden. 

Norrkoping. 

[In  this  country  most  of  the  attempts  at  stocking 
with  salmon  have  been  done  with  fry  at  the  stage 
when  they  have  absorbed  the  yolk,  and  the  aim  is  to 
put  them  into  quiet,  shallow  tributaries  of  the  main 
river  as  far  as  possible  ;  in  fact,  into  just  such  places 
as  naturally-bred  fry  are  foimd.  In  a  few  cases 
the  fry  have  been  kept  until  they  are  a  year  or  more 
old,  in  which  case  they,  of  course,  have  to  be  kept 
in  rearing  ponds.  So  far  I  regret  to  say  there  is 
very  little  evidence  that  stocking  rivers  with  salmon 
in  the  LTnited  Kingdom  has  been  a  success.  I  hope 
that  experiments  now  being  carried  out  privately, 
in  which  the  young  salmon  are  kept  till  in  the  smolt 
stage — that  is,  ready  to  drop  down  to  the  sea  with 
the  first  flood — may  prove  successful. — Ed.] 

ISLE   OF  MAN. 

Dear  Sir, — The  trout  season  opened  in  the  Isle  of 
Man  on  March  1,  and,  thanks  to  the  continuous 
restocking  of  the  island's  streams  by  the  insular 
Board  of  Conservators,  the  prospects  of  sport  for  the 
angler  were  never  more  rosy.  The  various  fishing 
boards  of  the  Isle  of  Man  are  to  be  amalgamated 
into  one,  so  that  hereafter  the  .sea  fisheries,  river 
fisheries,  and  fish  hatchery  will  come  under  the 
purview  of  the  one  committee.  Insular  anglers 
have  successfully  urged  on  their  Parliamentary 
representatives  the  necessity  for  ear-marking  the 
funds  of  the  Fishery  Conservators  (derived  from 


anglers'  licences),  so  that  in  the  new  arrangement 
they  will  not  be  diverted  to  other  purposes  than  the 
improvement  of  the  streams.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
fish-hatchory  will  prove  of  more  utility  this  season. 
Last  year  nothing  came  off,  the  occupants  of  the 
tanks  proving  to  be  all  females.  This  year  a  few 
males  will  iiavo  a  look  in.  A  few  interested  parties 
are  agitating  for  the  removal  of  the  throe-mile  limit 
for  trawling,  but  thoy  are  not  likely  to  win  support. 
— Yours  truly,  Philfin. 

WIRE  TRACES. 

Dear  Sib. — In  answer  to  your  correspondent, 
"  R.  A.  G.  Festing,"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
Feb.  27,  asking  for  steel  wire  traces,  if  he  were  to 
correspond  with  Mr.  Gabb,  92,  Snow  Hill,  Birming- 
ham, he  would  obtain  any  wire  he  may  require. — 
Yours  truly,  C.  C. 

Staffs. 

MAXIMUM  LEAP  OF  SALMON  AND 
SEA-TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  a  little  trout  stream  running 
through  my  property  to  the  sea,  and  I  am  curious 
to  know  how  far  salmon  or  sea-trout  may  be  able 
to  come  up.  There  is  a  fall  of  about  five  feet  within 
100  yards  of  the  sea,  and  another  of  seven  feet  100 
yards  inland.  Expert  opinion  is  divided  on  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  fish  jumping  both  or  either  of  these. 
Perhaps  you  or  .some  of  your  readers  could  give  defi- 
nite information  on  the  maximum  normal  jump  of 
those  fish  in  their  ascent. — Yours  truly, 

Philfin.  ' 

[Salmon  have  been  recorded  as  jumping  more 
than  seven  feet,  or,  rather,  getting  over  falls  more 
than  that  height,  but  so  very  much  depends  on  the 
nature  of  the  fall  and  the  nature  of  the  water  below 
from  which  the  salmon  has  to  spring. — Ed.] 

"  SPECIAL  SCOTCH'S  "  REPORT  FROM  THE 
NAIRN. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  20 
"  Special  Scotch  "  tells  us  that  "  several  good  baskets 
of  finnock  are  being  got  on  the  Nairn."  Now,  sir, 
this  is  really  not  correct  ;  the  most  that  has  been 
got  since  Feb.  11  is  four  firmock,  about  21b.  If  ha 
had  said  kelts  instead  of  finnock  he  would  have  been 
correct. — Yours  truly,  Uohn  Todd. 

[I  hope  "  Special  Scotch  "  will  reply  to  Mr.  John 
Todd's  criticism. — Ed.] 

SPECIAL  PATTERNS  OF  HOOKS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  regret  to  note  that  Mr.  Brooke  hai 
taken  my  letter  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  13  as 
referring  particularly  to  himself.  Nothing  was 
further  from  my  desire  than  this,  and  I  can  assurS 
Mr.  Brooke  that  I  am  perfectly  aware  that  he  neither 
wants  cheap  hooks  nor  small  quantities  of  speciala 
at  our  expense  ;  and  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  he 
should  take  these  portions  of  my  letter  as  referring 
to  him.  In  my  quotation  to  Mr.  Brooke  I  must 
plead  guilty  to  an  oversight  in  quoting  Is.  6d.  pe« 
100 ;  this  quotation  being  for  sneck  bend  hooks  waa 
for  120,  as  all  Kendal  sneck  hooks  are  packed. 
These  packets  are  called  hundreds,  and  we  know 
that  when  100  sneck  bend  hooks  is  mentioned,  120 
is  the  real  number  referred  to,  but  in  this  quotation 
the  fact  had  been  overlookedjthat  this  is  not  the 
knowledge  of  everyone. 

As  regards  the  demand  for  extra  fine  wired  hooksj 
there  is  no  question  of  this. being  comparatively 
great,  but  what  is  to  be  the  pattern  ? 

In  my  opinion  the  patterns  of  hooks  are  already 
too  numerous,  and  the  ingenuity  of  anglers  in  intro- 
ducing some  special  "  wrinkle  "  to  make  their  own 
patterns  distinctive  so  amazing  that  the  hook  manu- 
facturer has  really  no  inducement  to  attempt  to 
produce  a  pattern  which  would  be  generally  accept- 
able to  users  of  finer  hooks  than  ordinary  patterns. 

Let  anglers  wanting  these  fine  hooks  decide  what" 
the  pattern  has  to  be,  and  their  wants  will  be  met, 
but  when  each  individual  requires  some  special  set 
or  length  of  point  or  barb,  or  some  alteration  of  • 
present  shape  of  bend,  etc.,  to  attempt  to  meet  the 
demand  would  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  commercially 
successful. — Yours  truly,       Chas.  Hutchinson. 

Kendal. 

—         "  3 

A  FEW  HUNDRED  EELS  WANTED.  \ 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  pleased  to  hear  from  any^ 
of  your  readers  having  for  disposal  a  few  hundre ' 
eels  (from  12in.  upwards)  and  pike  (from  lib 
upwards)  for  stocking  purposes  ;  or  if  you  can 
recommend  me  to  anyone  I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour 
— Yours  truly,  Jas.  A.  Pilling, 

126,  Bell-lane,  Hon.  Sec.  Bury  District 

Bury,  Lanes.  Angling  Society. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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negative  ?  In  a  few  isolated  cases  they  may  do  so, 
but  one  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer,  and  one 
kelt  swallowing  a  smolt  does  not  prove  it  is  a  general 
habit.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  puts  the  scientific 
evidence  very  convincingly,  but  I  have  no  doubt, 
like  me,  he  cannot  hope  to  convince  those  who  arguo 
that  because  salmon  will  take  prawns,  worms, 
minnows,  gudgeon,  etc.,  when  fished  over  their 
noses,  that  therefore  they  do  feed  like  other  fish  in 
fresh  water,  and,  as  kelts,  are  worse  than  pike 
among  the  smolts.  It  would  not  matter  much  what 
views  anglers  and  others  held  on  this  question  were 
it  not  for  the  fact  that  the  assertion  that  kelts 
destroy  salmon  smolts  is  used  as  an  argument  for 
the  destruction  of  kelts,  and  that  argument,  if 
carried  out,  would  mean  the  extinction  of  the  species. 
As  Sir  Herbert  points  out,  it  is  a  pity  that  Professor 
Seeley  lends  the  weight  of  his  authority  to  the  state- 
ment that  "  Kelts  consume  immense  quantities  of 
salmon  fry."-  We  want  evidence,  and  it  must  be 
remembered  that  to  find  fish  in  a  salmon  is  no  proof 
that  he  ate  them.  I  remember  a  good  many  years 
ago  a  correspondent  of  Land  and  Water — I  think  it 
was  my  old  friend  the  late  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs — sent  an 
account  which  he  called  "  Proof  that  Salmon  Feed 
in  Fresh  Water."  It  appears  that  on  opening  a  big 
Rhine  salmon  bought  from  a  fishmonger  it  was 
found  to  contain  several  perfect  roach.  I  ventured 
to  point  out  that  as  roach  was  worth  about  3d.  a 
pound  and  salmon  perhaps  3s.,  some  enterprising 
fisherman  had  put  two  and  two  together,  or 
rather  one  inside  the  other,  and  made  the  lot  worth 
3s.  a  pound.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  work  is  much 
the  most  important  general  work  on  British  fresh- 
water fishes  that  has  been  published  for  many  years. 
A  good  index  adds  greatly  to  its  utility  as  a  work  of 
reference. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR^ 


British  Feesh-water  Fishes — The  New  Volume 
in  the  wobubn  library. 
The  purpose  of  the  Woburn  Library,  which  is 
edited  by  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  is  to  pro- 
vide a  series  of  illustrated  books  of  practical  utiUty 
on  subjects  connected  with  country  fife.    The  object 
is  to  make  the  volumes  welcome  as  works  of 
reference  in  every  country  house,  as  being  popular 
and  yet  reUable,  and  to  some  extent  scientific,  well 
illustrated,  and  handy  to  read  and  refer  to.  There 
f  can  be  no  question,  I  think,  as  to  the  success  with 
I   which  these  objects  have  been  attained  in  this 
1   admirable  volume  on  British  fresh-water  fish,  the 
)   writing  and  arranging  of  which  were  fortunately 
entrusted  to  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bt.,  F.R.S.,  than 
whom  no  one  could  be  found  more  competent  in 
,   every  way.    It  would  have  been  easy  to  find  some- 
1   one  to  do  it  well  from  the  scientific  side,  which  would 
'■   not  have  appealed  to  the  angler  or  general  reader, 
>   but  Sir  Herbert  is  able  to  interest  everyone,  because 
he  is  himself  interested  in  all  sides  of  the  subject. 

Messrs.  Hutchinson  &  Co.,  the  publishers,  are  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  very  hand.some  style  in 
I  which  they  have  produced  the  volumes.  I  doubt 
if  ever  before  so  well  furnished  a  series  has  been  pub- 
-hed  at  so  moderate  a  price — 12s.  6d.  The  size  is 
.  ,m.  by  10|in.,  permits  of  ample  margin  and  largo 
figures  of  fish  in  the  coloured  plates,  many  of  which 
are  excellent.  I  do  not  care  for  the  enlarged  por- 
traits of  some  of  the  small  fry.  The  minnow, 
stickleback,  and  loach  look  uncanny  and  bloated ; 
m  fact,  at  first  view  of  the  minnow  I  thought  it  was 
a  new  fish. 

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  says  the  sturgeon  is  incapable 
of  mfiicting  injury  on  man,  but  I  seem  to  remember 
an  account  of  a  man  being  killed  by  getting  in  the 
way  of  a  frightened  sturgeon,  which  went  into  him 
i  with  the  speed  and  force  of  a  torpjedo,  and  much  the 
aame  effect.  The  coloured  plate  of  the  sturgeon  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the  book. 

The  Pike-Perch. 
In  his  chapter  on  the  jK;rch  family  Sir  Herbert 
mentionH  the  pike-perch  as  a  fish  which  is  said  to  bo 
a  desirable  one  for  naturalisation  in  our  waters.  I 
quite  agree  in  this,  and  also  that  it  should  not  be 


introduced  without  discretion,  as  it  is  a  fish  of  prey, 
though  not  so  destructive  to  other  fish  as  the  pike; 
I  beheve  it  would  bo  a  great  benefit  in  some  of  the 
East  Anglian  broads,  as  it  would  help  to  keep  down 
the  swarming  small  fry  of  roach,  rudd,  and  bream, 
and  provide  good  sport  and  good  food  itself.  It 
does  best  in  large  shallow  sheets  of  water,  which  are 
soon  warmed  by  the  sun.  Frank  Buckland  got 
some  over  from  Germany  about  thirty  years  ago, 
but  they  came  to  nothing.  It  is  a  difficult  fish  to 
rear  artificially,  and  frosty  weather  will  kill  the  eggs. 

Sir  Herbert  mentions  a  perch  said  to  have  been 
81b.  in  weight,  taken  on  a  night-Une  in  the  Wiltshire 
Avon,  and  Colonel  Thornton's  71b.  Loch  Lomond 
perch.  The  largest  I  have  ever  seen  was  a  grand 
brace  wliich  weighed  101b.,  taken  from,  I  believe,  a 
lake  near  Nottingham,  which  Mr.  Gillett,  of  Fetter 
Lane,  had  sent  to  him  to  set  up  in  one  of  the  'eighties 
of  last  century.  When  fishing  on  the  Severn  near 
Wroxeter  once  I  saw  an  enormous  perch  following 
and  dashing  at  the  ledger- lead  as  I  pulled  my  Une  in. 
The  same  thing  happened  when  fishing  on  the  Here- 
fordshire Wye.  The  perch  took  no  notice  of  the 
bait,  but  seemed  mesmerised  by  the  lead; 

Can  Fish  Hear  ? 

In  this  very  interesting  perch  chapter  Sir  Herbert 
mentions  a  very  convincing  proof  of  the  fact  that 
fish  can  hear,  or  at  any  rate  that  they  are  affected 
by  noise,  which  comes  to  much  the  same  thing. 
One  bright  October  day  he  was  painting  on  the 
shore  of  Loch  Ken,  in  Galloway.  He  noticed  multi- 
tudes of  small  perch  near  the  margin.  Presently  a 
shot  was  fired  by  some  partridge  shooters  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  away.  "  The  report  came  clearly, 
because  of  the  stillness  of  the  air,  but  at  that  dis- 
tance it  could  not  be  called  loud  ;  yet  the  shoal  of 
fry  instantly  darted  into  the  deeper  water.  In  a 
little  while  they  began  to  creep  back  towards  the 
shore.  Then  came  another  shot ;  ofi  again  went 
the  fry  ;  and  so  after  every  shot,  repeating  the  per- 
formance for  my  edification  eight  or  nine  times.'' 

Object  of  the  Lateral  Line  on  Fish. 

I  believe  I  have  more  than  once  mentioned  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  a  somewhat  similar  experience  which 
I  had  some  twenty  years  ago.  I  repeatedly  noticed 
that  on  a  warm,  still  day  whenever  the  door  of  a 
cottage  at  some  distance,  and  quite  invisible  from 
the  water,  was  shut  with  a  bang  all  the  fish  near  the 
surface  simultaneously  sank  down.  It  is  probable, 
I  think,  that  the  concussion  is  felt  by  the  fish  along 
the  lateral  Hne  nerve.  According  to  the  latest 
German  investigations,  this  nerve,  which  runs  under 
the  skin  right  round  the  fish,  throws  off  branches 
which  send  their  fine  ends  through  the  perforation 
which  exists  in  the  middle  of  each  scale  along  the 
lateral  line  (it  is  this  series  of  holes  which  gives  the 
appearance  of  a  line  in  fact).  Over  each  perforation 
is  a  little  tube  or  drum.  By  means  of  this  most 
deUcate  and  sensitive  apparatus  the  fish  is  enabled, 
probably  automatically,  to  take  its  bearings  to  know 
from  which  side  the  current  is  coming,  whether  it  is 
in  deep  or  shallow  water,  to  avoid  swimming  against 
rocks  in  the  dark,  etc.  The  fish,  in  fact,  has  a  con- 
tinuous row  of  organs  like  telephones,  which  com- 
municate the  effect  of  greater  or  less  pressure  of  the 
water,  and  doubtless  sound  waves,  so  that  fish  can 
feel  sound,  if  they  cannot  actually  hear  it  as  we  do. 
Mucus  or  shme  is  distributed  over  the  fish's  body, 
not  from  the  lateral  line,  but  from  cells  distributed 
all  over  the  skin. 

Do  Salmon  Feed  Like  Other  Fish  in  Fresh 
Water  ?  ' 

There  are  many  interesting  questions  dealt  with 
by  Sir  Herbert  in  this  work,  and  he  deals  with  them 
in  such  a  candid  and  undogmatic  manner  that  the 
unbeUeving  reader  need  not  get  his  back  up.  In 
the  whole  range  of  fish  problems  I  know  none  on 
which  opinions  differ  so  strongly,  not  to  say 
violently,  as  the  question  whether  salmon  do  or  do 
not  feed  in  fresh  water.  It  was  one  of  the  first  ques- 
tions I  took  up  in  the  early  days  of  the  Fishiyig 
Gazette.  I  made  careful  inquiries  in  all  parts  of  the 
world  where  salmon  are  found,  and  I  convinced 
myself  that,  although  salmon  will  take  baits  in  fresh 
water,  they  do  not  feed  in  fresh  water  in  any  sense 
in  the  same  way  that  other  fresh -water  fish  do.  But 
I  long  ago  gave  up  the  attempt  to  convince  those 
who  hold  the  opposite  view.  "  What !  "  I  have 
often  heard  a  salmon  angler  say,  "  you  do  not  even 
Vjelieve  that  kelts  destroy  no  end  of  samlets  and 
small  trout  and  other  fish  ? "  Why  should  I 
believe  it  when  aU  the  evidence  we  can  get  is 


Mr.  E.4.RL  Hodgson's  "  Trout  Fishing.'^ 

Like  the  "  Amateur  Angler,"  who  reviews  it  in 
this  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I  have  been 
gi-eatly  interested  in  Mr.  W.  Earl  Hodgson's  book 
on  "  Trout  Fishing,"  which  has  just  been  pubUshed 
by  Messrs.  Adam  and  Charles  Black.  I  began  it 
one  evening  after  dinner,  and  did  not  finish  it  until 
next  morning,  for,  like  the  ignis  fatuus,  it  draws  you 
on  from  page  to  page.  It  is  like  commencing  to 
fish  up  one  of  those  fascinating  Highland  burns  so 
well  described  in  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  "  Wet-Fly 
Fisliing."-  You  follow  it  on  and  on  until  you  get 
lost  with  it  among  the  moss  hags  and  the  clouds. 
Mr.  Hodgson's  burn  carries  him  back  through  many 
speculations  on  wind  and  weather  and  water,  and 
the  wonderful  ways  of  fish,  to  the  First  Cause.  Mr. 
Hodgson  is  a  wet-fly  apostle.  His  theory  is  that 
"  Often  most  of  the  flies  provided  by  Nature  are 
half  drowned.  Half  di'owned,  then,  as  a  rule  should 
be  the  aspect  of  the  lures  offered  to  the  trout  by  the 
angler."  I  am  afraid  he  thinks  that  if  dry-fly 
anglers  got  their  deserts  Nature  would  provide  for 
them  in  the  same  way.  Anglers  know  that  many 
things  scare  fish,  but  I  think  Mr.  Hodgson  is  the  first 
fly-fisher  to  discover  that  one  reason  why  thick  gut 
scares  the  fish  is  that  it  carries  with  it  a  "  shower  of 
spray,  which  falls  upon  the  water  immediately  after 
the  flies,  and  must  tend  to  alarm  the  fish."  I 
thought  showery  weather  was  a  favourable  accom- 
paniment, but  if  Mr.  Hodgson  thinks  the  trout  are 
afraid  of  the  wet,  why  does  he  not  give  his  flies  an 
extra  cast  in  the  air  to  water  the  meadows  behind 
him  ?  One  is  not  quite  sure  that  he  is  not  poking 
fun  with  his  showers,  and  yet  in  the  next  chapter 
he  says  all  of  us  to  our  sorrow  know  the  baneful 
effect  of  these  showers  cast  by  the  gut  and  their 
blizzard-like  effect  on  the  trout.  I  alwaj^s  welcome 
a  new  excuse  for  an  empty  creel.  "  Spray-shy  "  is 
fine.  But  Mr.  Hodgson's  book  is  full  of  siu-prises. 
He  casts  his  wet-flies  and  fancies  vrith.  such  charming 
literary  skill  that  the  dry-fly  angler  is  bUnded  for  the 
time  by  the  spray  of  liis  eloquence,  and  wonders 
w^hether  it  might  not  be  wiser  to  chuck  dry-fly  fisliing 
instead  of  a  dry  fly.  The  results  of  matching  dry  v. 
wet  recorded  by  Mr.  Hodgson  are  pounds  in  favour 
of  the  latter,  and  this,  too,  on  a  Hampshire  chalk 
stream.  Anj^way,  I  most  cordially  recommend  his 
little  book.  There  are  prefixed  to  it  more  than  150 
coloured  representations  of  flies  for  wet-fly  fishing — 
much  the  best  series  of  wet-flies  I  have  ever  seen  in 
colour.  As  they  are  arranged  under  months,  and 
all  named  and  numbered,  they  would  make  admir- 
able interleaves  for  a  book  of  the  actual  patterns. 
No  wonder  the  reproductions  are  so  good,  seeing 
that  the  artist  who  did  the  colouring  is  ;Mr.  Mortimer 
Menpes.   
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Grand  Spobt  with  the  Pike; 
A  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Glub,  who  is  also 
a  keen  pike  angler,  called  on  me  the  other  day  to 
tell  me  of  some  really  fine  sport  he  and  another 
member  had  about  the  end  of  last  month;  They 
were  fishing  a  lake  and  spinning  in  the  Nottingham 
style  chiefly  with  dace  preserved  in  formalin,  and 
they  caught  fifty-three  pike,  including  many  from 
lOlbi  to  nearly  201b.,  and  a  brace  over  201b., 
namely,  one  of  211b;  and  one  of  28Jlb.  All  the 
fish  except  the  two  biggest  were  returned  to  the 
water*  It  is  not  often  that  one  hears  of  such 
heavy  fish  being  taken  when  spinning,  and  I  con- 
gratulate the  anglers;  One  has  promised  to  send 
me  some  account  of  their  sport; 

R.  B;  Makstonj 


"TEOUT  FISHING."* 

"  "  Breathes  there  the  man  with  soul  so  dead  who 
never  to  himself  hath  said,"  while  toiUng  in  the 
dreary  winter  of  fog  and  snow  and  rain,  in  dulness 
and  darkness,  in  this  great  Babylon  of  bricks  and 
mortar,  "  this  is  my  own,  my  native  land  !  "  He 
knows  there's  a  good  time  coming.  Springtime  will 
soon  be  here  ;  tliere  are  glorious  days  to  look  for- 
ward to.  The  httle  pinheads  on  the  hawthorn 
hedges  are  already  beginning  to  form  themselves 
into  green  leaves  ;  the  trees  will  soon  be  flourishing 
in  new  garments.  The  trout  in  their  pleasant  habi- 
tations are  looking  forward  with  glee  to  match  their 
cunning  with  the  two-legged  thing  on  the  bank. 
Truly  trout  fishing  is  an  inspiring  subject  to  think 
about — to  write  and  to  read  about,  and  the  very 
title  the  author  has  given  to  his  book  brings  us  at 
once  into  sympathy  with  him;  Notwithstanding 
this  predilection,  we  do  not  at  once  warm  up  to  the 
book,  for  while  we  find  in  it  abundant  evidence  of  a 
kind  and  genial  nature  and  of  a  fund  of  genuine 
humour,  we  also  find  in  it  a  superabundance  of 
speculative  theories  on  subjects  which  do  not  interest 
us,  and  which  have  not  much  to  do  with  the  subject 
of  trout  and  salmon  fishing. 

The  first  chapter  is  entitled  "  Kinship  with  the 
Arts,"  in  which  the  pleasure  of  anghng  is  iUustrated 
by  a  comparison  with  the  arts  of  poetry  and  paint- 
ing. It  is  quite  sufiicient  to  be  told,  as  he  pleasantly 
teUs  us,  "  It  is  not  merely  wilhngness  to  wait  for  an 
hour  or  two  hours  or  a  whole  day  watching  for  an 
indication  that  the  lure  has  proved  attractive. 
Patience  of  that  kind  has  but  a  small  part  in  the 
sport.  The  befitting  patience  ;  .  is  to  be  con- 
stantly alert.  It  embraces  much  more  knowledge 
and  a  much  greater  resourcefulness  of  thought  than 
are  commonly  imagined."  That  is  very  good,  and 
we  do  not  want  to  follow  our  author  into  another 
expedition  into  the  grouse  fields  in  further  iUustra- 
tion  of  it.  On  the  interesting  question  of  success 
or  unsuccess  in  catching  trout :  "  Much  of  the 
fascination  of  the  pursuit  of  trout,  which  never 
stales,  springs  from  the  knowledge  that  the  pursuit 
will  often  be  unsuccessful."  And  then  we  pass  over 
a  page  or  two  of  interesting  illustration,  which, 
however,  does  not  interest  us  as  much  as  the  law  laid 
down  by  an  old  Loch  Leven  boatman :  "  The  first 
rule  here,  sir,  is — keep  your  flees  in  the  water. 
Ye'U  never  hae  a  fish  unless  they're  there." 

As  one  reads  on  one  finds  this  book,  so  long  as  the 
author  keeps  closely  to  the  subject  of  angling,  is 
extremely  interesting,  amusing,  and  instructive,  but 
when  he  wanders  away  into  other  regions  seeking 
for  illustration  one's  interest  flags.  There  is  in  this 
chapter  an  interesting  discussion  on  the  subject  of 
favourite  flies — why,  for  example,  Mr.  Wm.  Senior 
prefers  the  Red  Spinner  and  he  himself  Greenwell's 
Glory.  There  is  also  in  this  chapter  a  discussion  on 
the  question,  "  Do  salmon  take  food  after  they  quit 
the  sea  ?  "  Our  author  theorises  on  this  subject  on 
pages  22-24,  but  the  question  is  finally  set  at  rest 
by  Ronald  on  page  246.  "  A  salmon,  sure  enough, 
sir,  and  a  thirty-pounder,  unless  am  much  mista'en. 
I  saw  her  loupin'  when  ye  turned  roond  thinking  she 
was  aff."-  "  But  what  did  she  take  the  fly  for, 
Ronald  ?  Salmon  don't  feed  in  fresh  water,  so  they 
say  nowadays."  "  That's  a'  damisht  nonsense 
What  for  should  they  starve  in  fresh  water,  sir  ? 
Because  you  never  find  flees  or  meenows  in  thei 


*  "  Trout  Fishing,"  by  W.  Earl  Hodgson,  with  a 
frontispiece  by  H.  L.  Rolfe,  and  a  facsimile  in 
colour.s  of  a  model  hook  of  flies  for  stream  and 
lake,  arranged  according  lo  th)  months  in  which 
the  lures  are  appropriate.  London :  Adam  and 
Charles  Black,  8vf).  pp.  xx.  and  270,  cloth  extra. 


mouths  or  inside  them  when  ye  catch  ane  ?  As 
weel  say  they  dinna  feed  in  the  sea  either  for  the 
same  reason,  and  that  thairfore  they  pit  on  four  or 
six  pounds  weight  every  year  on  naething  at  a'." 
It  may  be  told  here  that  this  is  taken  from  the  last 
chapter  in  the  book,  entitled,  "  The  Whustler,'! 
which  is  referred  to  further  on. 

Our  author  tells  us  in  the  chapter  on  light  that 
'  If  we  would  be  really  skilled  in  the  craft  of^angUng, 
it  is  necessary  that  we  should  be  much  more  careful 
in  our  deductions  and  our  inductions  than  most  of 
us  habitually  are  " — a  proposition  which  may  be 
icrfectly  true  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  scientist ; 
lut  after  all  your  practical  angler  who  catches  the 
most  fish  cares  nothing  for  these  things.  We  are 
told  that  "  there  may  be  some  truth  in  the  behefs 
that  much  sport  is  not  to  be  expected  when  the 
water  is  flagrant  in  the  sunshine  ;  but  this  admission 
is  not  by  any  means  absolute.  The  behefs  call  for 
explanatory  interpretation,  which  may  best  be  given 
by  stating  them  in  a  new  way,"  and  the  statement 
of  this  new  way  occupies  some  interesting  pages  of 
the  book  ;  but  we  do  not  seem  to  have  got  much 
forwarder  when  we  have  read  them.  It  does  not 
seem  after  all  to  settle  the  question  whether  the  day 
out  is  to  be  a  good  one  or  a  bad  one.  According  to 
our  author's  boatman.  Old  John,  good  days  on  Loch 
Leven  were  rather  the  exception  than  the  rule — "  I 
mysel'  hae  been  fishin'  this  loch  for  sixty  years,  an' 
I've  seen  only  one  reaUy  good  day."  It  must  be 
confessed  that  it  is  this  kind  of  speculating  and 
theorising  on  every  possible  turn  of  wind  and  fight 
and  atmospheric  influence,  their  causes  and  effects, 
that  wiU  hardly  appeal  to  practical  anglers.  This, 
however,  is  the  author's  way.  He  takes  you  along 
with  him,  and  works  away  at  his  theory  with  his 
finger  in  your  button-hole.  The  process  is  novel 
and  by  no  means  uninteresting,  for  his  theories  have 
always  a  basis  founded  on  considerable  experience, 
quiet  observation,  and  a  determination  if  possible  to 
sift  things  to  the  bottom; 

He  asks  the  pertinent  question,  "  Should  our  flies 
invariably  be  imitations  of  those  which  are  on  the 
water  at  the  time  of  fishing  ?  Enghsh  fishermen, 
especially  those  who  frequent  the  southern  chalk 
streams,  where  angling  is  a  high  art,  think  so,  and  I 
myself  in  a  general  manner  share  their  opinion  ;  but 
there  are  great  dubieties  to  be  resolved  before 
absolute  rules  can  be  formulated  "  ;  and  thereupon 
we  have  several  pages  of  theories  and  counter 
theories  illustrated  in  a  most  interesting  and  amusing 
style,  but  after  all  no  "  absolute  rules  '-'  are  arrived 
at. 

Wlien  we  come  to  the  chapter-head  "  Old  John, 
Tim  the  Terrier,  and  Others,"  we  are  told,  as  we  had 
suspected,  that  "  when  he  said  in  sixty  years  there 
had  only  been  one  reaUy  good  day,  old  John  was  not 
making  a  merely  picturesque  remark  :  he  may  have 
been  conscious  that  there  was  humour  in  his  words, 
but  perhaps  he  was  conscious  also  that  the  humour 
lay  in  a  truth  which  they  contained."    Then  we 
have  a  long  discussion  on  what  a  really  good  day  is 
and  why  such  a  day  is  rare  ;  and  here  we  are  led 
away  into  the  regions  of  metaphysics,  design  in 
nature,  and  the  great  First  Cause.    "  Wliat !  "  he 
says,  some  one  will  exclaim  in  impatience,  "  Can  you 
imagine  for  a  single  serious  moment  that  the  First 
Cause  intended  trout  to  be  caught  by  the  methods 
of  sport,  so  that  men  might  find  pleasure  in  the 
capture  of  them  ?  "    He  says,  "  I  can  imagine  this, 
and  purpose  to  explain  why."    Then  he  mounts  his 
Pegasus  and  away,  one  would  tliink  with  a  nod  and 
a  wink,  into  the  regions  of  transcendental  philosophy 
— the  methods  and  conclusions  of  the  antropomor- 
phisf  and  agnostic  evolutionist,  and  the  question 
whether  "God  made  man  in  His  own  image,  or  that 
man  is  gradually  developing  into  the  image  of  God." 
After  pages  of  this  superfine  philosophy,  one  of  the 
conclusions  which  seems  to  be  reached  is  the  pretty 
obvious  one  that  "  It  is  because  the  trout  are 
difficult  to  catch  that  there  is  pleasure  in  catching 
them."    This  amusing,  paradoxical,  pseudo-philo- 
sophical chapter  has  a  long  discussion  on  the  ques- 
tion of  dry-fly  versus  wet-fly  fishing,  and  the  conclu- 
sion arrived  at  seems  to  be  that,  "  Although  flies  on 
the  surface  attract  the  trout  to  rise,  they  are  often 
left  there  when  the  fish  have  gone.    Indeed,  the 
evidence  I  have  quoted  is  practically  a  complete 
scientific  demonstration  that,  if  the  purpose  of 
anghng  is  to  catch  trout,  the  dry-fly  doctrine,  far 
from  being  in  accord  with  the  teaching  of  nature, 
is  flatly  repudiated  by  the  aU-wisc  dame.    The  lures 
should  be  allowed  to  dip  below  the  surface."  The 
arguments  adduced  and  the  evidence  quoted  must 
be  left  for  each  reader  to  weigh  and  consider  for  him 


self;  As  one  without  experience  in  wet-fly  fishing, 
and  being  only  an  occasional  dry-fly  fisher,  I  am  not 
competent  to  express  an  opinion,  but  the  above 
decisive  statement  rather  rankles  in  my  bones. 
Probably  the  truth  as  usual  lies  in  medio  between 
the  two  extremes.  I  will  only  say  that  to  me  there 
seems  to  be  more  pleasure  in  seeing  a  fine  trout  rise 
at  a  fly  away  over  yonder  across  the  stream,  and  to 
cast  your  dry-fly  daintily  just  above  him,  and  to 
find  that  your  cast  has  not  been  in  vain,  than  to  send 
a  cast  of  flies  up  and  across  and  down  the  stream  on 
a  searching  expedition  and  on  the  chance  of  a  trout 
here  or  there  coming  at  them. 

Apart  from  curious  theories  and  philosophical 
discussions,  at  which  I  have  only  been  able  to  glance, 
the  book  abounds  with  interesting  matter  and 
amusing  anecdotes  ;  all  is  written  in  a  masterly 
style,  always  pleasant  and  genial.  The  last  chapter 
of  all  is  a  most  dehghtful  one.  It  is  entitled  "  The 
Whustler."  It  occupies  about  thirty-six  pages.  It 
tells  a  story  of  a  long  fight  with  a  thirty-pound 
salmon,  which  would  only  be  spoilt  by  compressing, 
but  from  which  I  will  venture  to  make  a  few 
excerpts.  The  first  scene  of  the  tragi-comedy  seems 
to  have  been  at  the  head  of  Loch  Voil,  trout  fishing. 

"  '  Let's  wait  a  little,  and  see  where  the  breeze  is 
to  come  from  ;  it  will  be  probably  either  from  the 
east  or  the  west.' 

"  '  Ay,  that's  so,'  said  the  giUie;  '  There's  never 
a  north  or  a  sooth  wind  on  they  lochs.  The  cloud- 
carry  may  be  frae  ane  o'  they  airts,  but  they  hills 
block  the  wind,  and  it  aye  soops  up  or  doon  the 
glen.' 

"  I  laid  aside  the  rod  and  prepared  to  smoke. 
"  '  That's  a  dainty  bit  wand,'  said  Ronald,  taking 
up  the  rod  and  making  a  gingerly  cast.    '  Nae  mair 
than  nine  feet  long,  I'se  warrant,  and  as  Ucht  as  a 
heron's  feather.' 

"  '  Only  five  ounces,  without  the  reel,'  I  answered 
proudly.  '  It  is  a  present  from  America.  Built 
cane,  you  see,  and  quite  strong.  The  friend  who 
gave  it  to  me  says  there's  not  a  trout  fit  to  break  it 
in  this  overrated  island.' 

"  '  No  ! '  said  Ronald,  who  had  been  testing  the 
casting  power  of  the  httle  rod.  '  Gudesake,  what's 
that  ?  ' 

"  Out  of  the  corner  of  an  eye,  as  I  was  screenmg 
with  my  hands  the  flame  of  a  match,  I  saw  a  dis- 
turbance just  where  the  flies  had  fallen.  It  was  a 
sudden  surge  in  the  water  and  a  furrow  heaving 
outwards. 

" '  She's  a  whustler  whatever,'  said  Ronald 
eagerly.    '  Tak  the  rod,  sir.' 

"  '  No,  no,  Ronald ;  your  bird,  you  know;  Does 
he  feel  heavy  ? ' 

"  '  Vera,'  said  he  ;  '  a  whustler  beyond  a  doobt; 
Michty  me,  look  at  that !  Tak  the  rod,  sir— tak 
the  rod  !    We'U  hae  to  pu'  oot.'  " 

Ronald  handed  the  rod  and  sat  down  to  the  oars, 
and  now  begins  a  race,  the  story  of  which  takes  up 
tliirty-six  pages  of  the  book,  and  which  one  can  only 
skim;    The    whustler— that    is,    a  thirty-pound 
salmon — was  taking  out  the  Une  at  a  furious  pace. 
"  '  What's  to  be  done,  Ronald  ?  ' 
"  '  Am  thinking,  sir,  ye'll  better  step  over  to  the', 
bow ;  then  I'll  turn  the  boat  and  be  able  to  follow 
her  faster.    Canny,  canny  ! '  he  added  as  I  tumbled, 
over  the  thwarts.    '  If  ye  let  her  slack  a  second 
she'll  slip  aif,  an'  if  ye're  too  tight  she'll  break  ye  !  '• 
"  On  went  the  salmon,  steadily,  unrelentingly,  the 
boat  in  pursuit.    They  were  soon  in  the  middle  of 
the  loch.    Suddenly  the  strain  yielded. 
"  '  Stop,  Ronald.' 

"  '  Is  she  aff  ? '  \ 
"'Ithinkso.' 

"  '  She's  no  aff  yet.  Reel  up,  sir  ;  reel  up  like  the 
tevil  when  ye've  got  the  chance.' 

"  Like  a  living  thing  on  lightsome  wing  the  boat 
sped  on  before  the  oars  as  it  had  never  sped  before ; 
yet  the  reel  was  screeching.''  On  they  went  down 
the  loch. 

"  '  Aye,  reel  up  when  ye  can  ;  it  pits  aff  the  evil 
hour.'  After  spinning  along  for  some  time,  says 
Ronald,  '  This  looks  Uke  a  long  job  ;  she'll  no  tire 
for  a  while.  Ye  needna  gie  her  the  butt ;  the  bit 
wand  would  just  bend  and  she  wouldna  feel  it.  Am 
no'  muckle  in  favour  o'  they  new-fangled  spht-cane 
toys.  .  .  That  fush  may  vera  near  as  weel  be 
free  a'thegither.  It's  no  us  that's  caught  her— its 
her  that's  nabbit  us.'  " 

On  he  goes  tearing  through  the  water.  Ronald 
was  not  in  the  best  of  tempers  ;  among  other  miS'^ 
fortunes,  they  had  no  gaff  on  board.    Ronald  w*% 
sweating,  the  evening  chiU  was  coming  on,  and  thej 
were  unprovided  with  the  means  of  refreshment' 
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Now  the  whustler  tried  another  dodge.  Down, 
down,  down  he  bored,  and  when  they  were  straight 
over  him  he  was  still  diving,  taking  the  line  from 
the  reel  At  length  he  stopped.  He  moved  neither 
up  nor  down,  but  he  was  still  on.  The  shades  of 
night  were  faUing ;  they  were  fixed  on  a  cold 
wilderness  of  water,  with  neither  food  nor  drink,  and 
the  question  arose  whether  they  should  cut  the 
painter  and  scuttle  home. 

"  '  \Miafs  to  be  done,  Ronald  ?  ' 

"  '  That  I  canna  tell,  sir.  I've  never  been  in  sic 
a  scrape  before.' 

"  '  I've  seen  it  happen  on  the  Dee.' 

"  '  Ay,  but  the  Dee's  a  river,  no'  a  loch.' 

"  '  Oia  the  Dee  the  gillie  can  always  get  at  him  and 
stir  him  up  somehow.' 

"  '  Nae  doot ;  but  the  Dee's  no  scores  o'  fathoms 
deep.' 

"  '  The  gillie  sometimes  throws  big  stones  at  him.' 
"  '  In  this  boat  there  are  nae  stanes,  either  big  or 
sma'.' 

"  '  Dry  yovir  eyes,  Ronald.  He'll  surrender  some- 
time.' 

"  '  No  she.  Ye  dinna  seem  to  understand,  sir. 
D'ye  no'  see  that  when  she  starts  again  after  this 
long  rest  she  will  be  quite  restorit,  just  as  bad  as  if 
we  had  never  run  her  at  a'  V  Wi'  that  wee  toy  o'  a 
rod  ye've  dune  her  no  harm  whatever.  If  we  ever 
get  oot  o'  this  an  hae  to  dance  after  her  again,  it 
will  be  just  as  if  you  had  hookit  a  new  salmon,  an' 
■we'll  hae  the  same  business  a'  ower.  I  see  nae  end 
til't.'  " 

I  will  tell  no  more  of  the  story  except  to  say  that 
somewhere  towards  breakfast  time  next  morning 
Ronald  shouted,  "  Nabbit,  nabbit ;  she's  nailed  at 
last ! " 

It  is  a  capital  story,  and  is  doubtless  true — with 
a  little  of  the  author's  glamour  thrown  over  it^ 
at  non  e  vera,  e  ben  trovato. 

The  volume  contains  a  fine  frontispiece  by  H.  L 
Rolfe  and  a  facsimile  in  colours  of  a  model  book  of 
flies,  1.58  in  number,  for  stream  and  lake,  arranged 
according  to  the  months  in  which  the  lures  are 
appropriate.  Among  them  is  a  pair  of  wasps  in 
the  July  plate  ;  but  I  confess  I  can  trace  no  resem- 
blance whatever  to  the  real  insect.  They  are  all 
beautifully  reproduced  by  IVIr.  Mortimer  Menpes. 

Amateur  Anglee. 


PROSPECTS   ON  EIVEES  IN 
NORWAY,  1904. 


"  De.\r  Sm, — We  have  much  pleasure  in  sending 
you  herewith  copies  of  reports  we  have  to-day 
received  from  our  agents  in  Norway,  and  which 
may  perhaps  be  of  interest  to  you.  Further 
reports  will  be  sent  later. — Yours  faithfully, 

*'  Thos.  Wilson,  Sons  and  Co.,  Ltdj 
«  Hull,  March  7." 
Fbom  Bachke  &  Co..  Dkontheim  (Trondhjem), 
March  .3.  1904. 

Replying  to  yours  of  Feb.  16,  the  rivers  are,  as 
usual  at  this  time  of  the  year,  frozen  up.  We 
have  had  very  little  snow  this  winter,  and  mild 
weather,  but  whether  there  will  be  an  early  or  late 
fishing  season  is  not  possible  to  say  at  present,  as 
it  depends  on  the  state  of  the  weather  in  the  next 
months.  Unless  considerably  more  snow  falls  and 
cold  weather  sets  in  an  early  fishing  season  may 
be  expected. 

Fro.m  G.  Birkeland,  Christiansund  N.i 
March  2,  1904. 

I  herewith  beg  to  repeat  the  information  I  have 
obtained  from  the  fishermen  in  Suldalen.  They 
■ay  (Feb.  29)  up  to  this  time  very  little  snow  has 
iailen  this  winter,  but  having  the  snowy  March  to 
follow,  we  may  still  expect  a  lot  more.  However, 
in  case  of  the  snow  failing  this  winter,  we  have 
ascertained  that  a  fair  amount  of  snow  is  still  left 
on  the  high  mountains  from  last  winter,  and  we 
anticipate,  when  the  npring  comes  with  mild  and 
rainy  weather,  the  water  in  the  rivers  will  also  this 
year  be  about  sufficient  to  keep  the  rivers  in  such 
a  state  that  fishing  can  take  place  throughout  the 
season. 

From  Olk  R.  Olsen,  Bergen,  March  2,  1904 
There  is  considerably  less  snow  this  year  than 
there  was  last,  but  last  year  there  was  much  more 
than  usual,  so  much  that  in  this  and  other  districts 
^  there  is  still  left  a  good  deal  of  last  winter's  snow. 
This  is  well  packed,  and  so  is  the  new  snow,  owing 
to  the  cold  weather  we  have  been  having.:  The 


probability,  therefore,  is  that,  although  we  have 
much  less  snow  than  last  year,  the  stock  that  we 
have  will  last  long  enough  to  keep  the  rivers  in 
good  order.  There  is,  however,  still  time  for  more 
snow,  as  the  rain  that  falls  in  the  valleys  in  March 
and  April  comes  down  as  snow  in  the  mountains. 
Unless  the  spring  turns  out  to  be  very  mild  and 
May  warm,  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
rivers  on  the  whole  will  run  short  of  water  earlier 
than  usual.' 

From  T.  C.  Jonasen,  SjAVANGERj 
March  4,  1904. 
I  beg  to  give  you  a  short  report  regarding  the 
rivers  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stavanger.  On 
account  of  heavy  snowfall  in  the  mountains,  the 
rivers  in  the  Ryfylke  district  will  have  abundant 
supply  of  water  throughout  the  summer,  and  there 
is,  so  far.  the  best  prospects  for  a  good  fishing 
season.  The  rivers  on  the  Jaederen,  however,  are 
more  doubtful,  and  it  much  depends  upon  the 
rainfall  during  the  summer  whether  there  will  be 
sufficient  water  for  the  salmon  to  enter  the  rivers. 

From  F.  Reinhardt  &  Co.,  Christiansand  S.^ 
March  4,  1904. 
It  is  very  difficult  as  yet  to  say  anything  certain 
as  regards  the  prospects  for  fishing,  as  these  are 
very  dependent  on  the  weather  in  spring,  but  we 
may  say  that  there  is  snow  in  abundance  up  country 
and  prospects  of  more  coming,  in  fact,  it  is  snowing 
here  now.  It  thus  appears  that  one  of  the  chief 
conditions  for  good  fishing,  namely,  plenty  of  water 
in  the  rivers,  gives  good  prospects  for  the  coming 
season.; 


BE  INTERNATIONAL  SPORTS  AND 
GAMES  EXHIBITION. 


May  14  to  August  31,  1904.- 
Piscatorial  Section. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  is  being 
sent  to  angling  clubs  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  the  pleasure  to  enclose  you 
herewith  prospectus  relating  to  the  above  forth- 
coming Exhibition,  in  connection  with  which  there 
will  be  a  piscatorial  section. 

"  All  anghng  clubs  are  invited  to  exhibit  (free  of 
charge)  glass  cases  of  stuffed  specimens,  the  number 
of  which  is  not  limited. 

"  Exhibits  will  receive  the  utmost  care  to  ensure 
specimens  being  returned  to  their  respective  club 
quarters  in  the  condition  they  were  lent. 

"  The  Crystal  Palace  Company  will  pay  carriage 
on  exhibits  both  ways,  which  will  be  under  their  own 
supervision. 

"  During  the  period  of  the  Exhibition  a  '  trans- 
ferable '  season  ticket  will  be  granted  to  any  club 
exhibiting. 

"  A  silver  cup  offered  by  the  Crystal  Palace  Com- 
pany will  be  competed  for  by  the  clubs  exhibiting, 
and  awarded  to  the  club  that  sends  the  best  general 
exhibits. 

"  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  some  specimens 
lent  by  His  Majesty  the  King  will  be  on  exhibition, 
but  they  will  not  compete  for  the  above  cup,  as  this 
competition  is  exclusively  intended  for  anghng  clubs. 

"  Any  club  that  is  represented  wiU  receive  a  cer- 
tificate to  that  effect,  which  can  be  framed  and  hung 
in  club  room. 

"  While  the  exhibits  are  in  the  Crystal  Palace  an 
illuminated  card  will  be  supphed  to  be  fixed  in  the 
space  occupied  in  its  club  quarters,  indicating  that 
'  the  original  specimens  have  been  kindly  loaned  to 
the  International  Sports  and  Games  Exhibition  at 
the  Crystal  Palace.' — Yours  faithfully, 
"  J.  H.  Cozens, 
"  Secretary  and  Acting  Manager 
of  the  Piscatorial  Section. 

"  Crystal  Palace  Company, 

"  Crystal  Palace,  S.E.,  March,  1904. 

"  P.S. — Please  mark  all  communications  '  Pisca- 
torial Exhibition.'." 

[I  hope  that  many  of  the  clubs  will  be  able  to 
support  the  Exhibition  by  sending  at  least  a  few 
cases  of  their  specimen  fish. — Ed.] 


Furnished  Apartments  To  Let  in  Hamp- 
shire.— To  let,  furnished  apartments  in  superior 
farmhouse ;  two  reception,  three  or  four  bedrooms, 
with  attendance.  Good  lock-up  stable  and  coach- 
house if  required.  Midway  between  Alton  and 
Herriard  Stations  on  the  L.  &  S.  W.  Ry.  Apply, 
M,  M.  Miller,  Park  Farm,  Shalden,  Alton,  Hants. 


SOME  FISHING  NOTES  ON 
NORTH-WEST  IRELAND. 


A  lecture  delivered  by  Dr.  A;  Litton  Forbes 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  B,S.A.S,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  3, 1904; 

Gentlemen, — La-st  year  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
reading  at  the  society's  meeting  a  few  notes  on  the 
fishing  at  Tory  Island,  an  inaccessible  and  little- 
known  spot  off  the  northern  coast  of  Donegal.  This 
year  I  decided  to  visit  pretty  much  the  sarrie  ground 
but  to  work  rather  more  from  the  mainland.  One 
of  our  members  spoko  so  highly  of  Burtonport,  a 
small  place  on  the  coast  opposite  Arran  More  Island  , 
that  1  decided  to  make  it  my  headquarters.  The 
final  results  were,  I  regret  to  say,  not  wholly  satis- 
factory from  a  sea  angler's  point  of  view  ;  and  yet 
the  trip  was  not  altogether  barren.  I  got  some  fish, 
saw  much  striking  rock  scenery,  and  had  an  ex- 
tended opportunity  of  studying  closely  and  on  the 
spot  some  of  those  difficult  problems  in  domestic 
politics  which  for  years,  or,  rather,  generations,  have 
been  the  despair  of  statesmen  and  philanthropists 
in  Ireland.  I  may  say  that  I  found  in  the  twelve 
montlis  which  had  elapsed  since  I  visited  Tory 
Island  a  great  improvement  in  the  means  of  com- 
munication. It  is  now  possible  to  get  to  this  out- 
lying part  of  Ireland  in  about  twenty  hours  from 
London.  The  best  route  Ues  by  Stranraer  and 
Lame,  and  on  arrival  at  the  latter  port  a  train 
meets  the  steamer.  This  takes  the  traveller  over 
some  of  the  best  scenery  in  the  county  Antrim,  and 
eventually  lands  him  in  Londonderry.  The  same 
afternoon  he  can  get  by  the  light  railway,  a  narrow- 
gauge  line  carried  through  most  rugged  country, 
direct  to  Burtonport,  the  present  terminus  of  the 
line.  The  latter  part  of  this  railway  journey  is 
interesting  from  the  peculiarly  desolate  and  forlorn 
aspect  of  the  country  passed  tlirough.  The  train 
ascends  and  descends  a  succession  of  heather-clad 
hills,  s  eparated  by  valleys  a  few  miles  wide.  As  far 
as  the  eye  can  reach  on  either  side  nothing  is  to  be 
seen  but  an  unbroken  expanse  of  bogland,  covered 
generally  with  a  tliin  growth  of  heather,  bracken, 
and  moss.  There  are  no  trees,  no  houses,  no  flocks, 
no  living  things  of  any  kind  in  sight.  The  railway 
passe  s  hke  a  silver  thread  through  a  damp  and  for- 
bidding tract  of  country,  depressing  in  its  monotony 
and  barrenness.  After  a  couple  of  hours,  however, 
the  line  emerges  from  these  uplands  and  reaches 
lower  grovmd.  The  first  sight  of  the  sea  about 
Burtonport  was  pleasant,  and  to  the  angler  even 
inspiring.  It  happened  to  be  high  water  when  I 
arrived.  The  large  expanse  of  tidal  water  ran  in- 
land towards  Dunglow  for  some  twelve  miles,  wash- 
ing in  its  way  many  a  pretty  inlet  and  fantastic 
island  and  rock,  while  in  the  opposite  direction  the 
eye  wandered  over  to  Rutland  Island,  with  its 
sheltered  harbour,  and  beyond  that  again  over  the 
rugged  and  gloomy  outline  of  Arran  More  and  the 
innumerable  rocks  and  reefs  wliich  guard  the 
entrance  to  the  main  sound. 

Arriving  at  Burtonport  I  decided  to  put  up  at 
O'Donnell's  Hotel.  This  house,  with  another,  is 
mentioned  in  our  guide-book,  but  I  would  certainly 
advise  any  sea  angler  going  to  Burtonport  to  select 
O'Donnell's  hostelry.  I  found  the  hotel  not  only 
very  clean,  which  is  by  no  means  always  the  case  in 
Ireland,  and  comfortable,  but  also  new  and  up-to- 
date  and  reasonable  in  its  charges.  It  is  true  for 
some  time  I  was  the  only  guest  there,  as  the  season 
had  hardly  commenced.  I  found  Mr.  O'Donnell — 
and  tliis  is  one  reason  why  I  recommend  the  hotel — 
well  acquainted  with  all  the  fishermen  and  boats 
round,  and  able  and  willing  to  give  good  advice  to 
intending  anglers.  Our  society,  indeed,  has  an 
agent  here,  but  he  lives  in  Rutland  Island,  and  in 
Ireland  at  any  rate  it  does  no  harm  to  get  as  much 
independent  information  as  one  can  about  men  and 
boats.  I  may  say  a  few  words  about  Burtonport. 
Its  name  looms  large  on  the  maps,  and  the  imwary 
visitor  might  think  he  was  about  to  arrive  at  a  con- 
siderable town.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  place  is  a 
mere  hamlet,  less  than  a  village,  consisting  of  two 
hotels,  two  stores,  a  post  office,  and  a  doctor  and 
priest's  houses.  There  are  a  few  typical  cabins 
scattered  roimd,  but  the  above  half-dozen  houses 
and  the  little  tidal  pier  adjoining  the  tiny  raUway 
station  are  about  all  that  at  present  exists  of  a  town. 
It  may  glow,  but  I  doubt  it,  for  the  railway  comes 
from  nowhere  and  ends  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard, 
and  carries,  and  can  carrj',  nothing  but  a  few 
toiu-ists  in  the  summer  weeks  and  a  few  tons  of 
salmon  or  possibly  herrings  or  other  coarse  fish 
during  a  very  limited  portion  of  the  year.  There 
appeared  to  be  no  produce  of  any  kind  at  present 
either  to  receive  or  send  away,  and  the  visitors  I 
saw  were  mostly  week-end  trippers  from  Derry  or 
intermediate  stations.  I  saw,  however,  on  one 
Sunday  afternoon  the  arrival  of  a  large  body  of  at 
least  800  peasants  belonging  to  some  Catholic 
society.    We  have  nothing  like  these  gatherings  in 
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Engljyid.  Tlfo  ■  meeting  was  political  and  religious 
ii^  phrpose.'-smd  throughout  guided,  marshalled,  and 
controlled  by  half  a  dozen  priests  from  up  country. 
Some  little  discipline  was  maintained  in  the  early 
hours  of  the  day,  but  very  soon  the  whisky  began  to 
tell,  and  that  religious  gathering  ended  in  a  charac- 
teristically Irish  row,  until  all  were  somehow 
bundled  into  a  special  train  at  8  p.m. 

Shortly  after  my  arrival  I  was  interviewed  by 
several  of  the  boatmen.  The  boats  along  this  coast 
are  of  a  very  good  stamp,  some  of  them  fine  yawl 
of  25ft.  keel,  built  mostly  in  Lough  Foyle.  I  pre- 
ferred, however,  one  of  the  smaller  ones,  which  one 
man  and  myself  could  handle  comfortably.  The 
prices  asked,  compared  with  what  I  had  paid  else- 
where in  Galway  and  Tory  Island,  appeared  high, 
but  our  agent  said  they  were  the  usual  ones.  How- 
ever, I  did  succeed  finally  in  getting  a  handy  boat 
and  one  man  for  a  guinea  a  week.  He  was  to  find 
bait,  and,  weather  permitting,  come  over  from  Rut- 
land Island  each  morning  and  row  to  whatever 
ground  appeared  the  most  suitable  for  sport.  The 
boat  had  no  sail  and  leaked  badly,  and  was  hardly 
suited  for  going  far  to  sea.  This  was  a  mistake,  as  "l 
felt  at  the  time.  However,  it  was  a  great  con- 
venience to  have  a  boat  small  enough  to  row  easily. 
I  may  say  here  that  the  man  worked  well,  and  I 
believe  did  his  best,  and  was  always  civil,  obliging, 
and  willing  to  impart  all  he  know  about  the  fishing. 
Undoubtedly  there  is  often  difficulty  and  always 
uncertainty  with  the  natives  in  Ireland.  Only  let 
them  think  that  the  stranger  is  willing  to  pay  a  big 
price,  is  ignorant  of  the  conditions  which  obtain  as  to 
hiring,  and  they  will  ask  prohibitive  terms.  In  out- 
of-the-way  places  I  have  generally  consulted  either 
the  priest  or  doctor,  and  if  possible  worked  through 
them.  The  conversation  and  bargaining  indeed 
may  be  carried  on  in  the  Irish  language  before  you, 
but  the  final  result  is  generally  satisfactory.  The 
mere  fact  of  having  the  priest  on  one's  side  counts 
for  a  great  deal.  Once  the  bargain  has  been  made, 
in  my  experience,  it  is  generally  honestly  stuck  to. 
So  much  depends  to  the  ordinary  angler  on  the 
assistance  and  goodwill  of  his  man,  that  it  is  well  to 
try  and  secm-e  good  relations  from  the  first.  It  is 
better  not  to  beat  down  a  man's  terms,  but  perhaps 
to  find  out  what  the  residents  would  consider  fair 
terms,  and  offer  these  and  stick  to  them,  giving 
hopes  of  a  douceur  at  the  end  if  all  has  worked 
smoothly.  The  conditions  of  sport  in  these  com- 
paratively wild  and  only  half-opened-up  coast 
stations  are  of  course  quite  different  from  what  are 
met  with  in  England  or  the  more  frequented  parts 
of  Scotland.  This  must  be  at  once  my  excuse  and 
apology  for  dwelling  on  such  details. 

Before  working  Burtonport  and  Rutland  Island, 
where  "  Dooney,"  oiir  agent,  lives,  I  thought  I  had 
better  visit  Arran  More.  This  is  a  large  island  lying 
some  five  or  six  miles  from  Burtonport  and  about 
three  from  the  nearest  mainland.  It  is  compara- 
tively fertile,  though  swept  by  the  Atlantic  storms. 
On  the  leeward  or  eastern  side  it  contains  some  good 
grain  land.  There  is  no  port  of  any  Idnd — nothing 
but  a  stone  jetty  in  connection  with  the  lifeboat 
house.  The  island  is  held  now  by  several  small 
farmers,  and  the  landlords  were  last  year  bought  out 
by  the  Congested  Board  for  about  £5000  sterhng. 
I  p\it  up  with  the  man  who  acted  as  postman  and 
pilot  and  had  a  good  boat.  He  also  worked  a  fluke- 
line  of  700  hooks,  but  though  we  shot  it  twice, 
the  results  were  disappointing.  One  great  difficulty 
is  getting  bait,  for  the  sands  do  not  produce  much 
lug-worm.  The  quarters  I  got  into  were  very 
rough  and  not  pleasant.  It  may  be  said  indeed, 
once  for  all,  that  the  native  Irish  cottage  or  hovel 
is  hardly  habitable,  and  is  a  very  long  way  inferior 
to  the  home  of  the  poorest  English  labourer.  The 
clay  floors,  the  absence  often  of  fireplace,  or  chimney, 
or  window,  the  innumerable  domestic  animals,  from 
the  pig  downwards,  which  are  made  welcome  in  the 
one  sitting-room,  the  host  of  unwashed  children,  the 
absence  of  all  quietude,  privacy,  fresh  air,  or  day- 
light used  to  recall  to  my  mind  some  of  the  abodes 
I  had  shared  with  the  cannibals  of  Fiji  and  other 
South  Sea  Islands.  Decent  cooking  is  of  course  im- 
possible, and  the  food  is  of  the  roughest,  so  that 
unless  the  weather  and  sport  be  exceptionally  good, 
both  the  cyclist  and  sea  angler  in  the  West  of  Ireland 
is  wholly  and  necessarily  dependent  on  the  hotels. 
Throe  days  sufficed  me  in  Arran  More.  I  visited  the 
lighthouse  and  saw  some  very  fine  roek  scenery, 
though  not  as  good  as  on  Tory  Island.  The  western 
coast  is  lashed  all  the  year  round  by  the  heavy 
Atlantic  roll,  and  broken  \ip  into  innumerable  frag- 
ments of  rock,  with  in  many  places  very  remarkable 
caves.  Those  can  be  explored  in  a  boat,  and  are 
well  worth  a  visit.  The  daylight  which  enters  is 
subdued,  and  barely  sufficient  to  sliow  the  rugged 
sides  and  lofty,  vaulted  roof,  clad  with  ferns,  mosses, 
and  dependent  plants.  The  eye  pierces  down  a  long 
way  through  the  wonderfully  clear  water  and  sees 
giant  sea-urchins  and  many-tinted  anemones  cling- 
ing to  great  boulders,  while  huge  tangles  and  long 


leaf-like  algae  sway  to  and  fro  with  every  inrushing 
wave.  The  waters  here  are  fed  from  that  mighty 
Gvilf  Stream,  which  laves  the  whole  western  coast 
of  Ireland.  By  their  high  temperature  all  through 
the  year  they  afford  support  to  various  marine 
plants  and  animals,  which  assimilate  in  type  to  sub- 
tropical varieties.  The  highest  land  in  Arran  More 
Island  is  about  700ft.,  ami  this  slopes  gradually 
down  on  the  eastern  aspect  till  it  ends  in  a  flat, 
sandy  belt,  which  forms  the  coast-line.  I  fished  off 
this  coast  persistently  day  by  day  for  a  week,  but 
got  little.  At  the  end  of  the  bay  there  was  a  rock 
wliere  wrasse  were  said  to  be  plentiful,  but  s\ich  was 
not  my  experience.  After  three  days  I  could  stand 
the  dirt,  damp,  absence  of  sport,  and  general  dul- 
ness  of  Arran  More  no  longer,  and  left  a  sadder  if  not 
a  wiser  man.  I  also  tried  for  pollack  on  the  north 
shore  of  the  island.  This  is  the  most  exposed  part, 
and  the  ground  looked  likely  enough  for  large 
pollack.  But  the  weather  was  not  settled,  and  the 
boat  was  rather  small  for  the  .sea  which  was  running, 
and,  moreover,  there  were  no  signs  of  any  fish  about, 
so  it  seemed  viseless  to  try  further. 

The  channel,  however,  between  Arran  More  and 
Rutland  Island  and  fiu-ther  on  tlie  mainland  is 
necessarily  the  chief  fishing  ground  for  the  sea 
angler,  whose  headquarters  may  be  at  Burtonport. 
The  tides  run  strong  here,  and  there  is  a  ri.se  of 
about  lift,  at  spring  and  8ft.  at  neap.  The  water 
shoals  rapidly  from  12  fathoms  to  as  many  feet.  The 
sound  is  safe  only  to  small  and  light-draught  vessels, 
which  reqviire  very  careful  handling  as  they  get 
in  with  the  land.  Towards  the  north  end  of  tfie 
sound  is  the  Black  Rock  reef  rising  about  24ft. 
above  low  water.  There  is  always  a  heavy,  breaking 
sea  here,  but  it  is  a  good  spot  for  wrasse.  I  fished 
in  about  2  fathoms  water.  It  is  advisable  to  use  a 
stone  as  a  sinker  and  attach  it  with  a  thread  to  the 
line,  as  it  will  almost  infallibly  be  lost  among  the 
tangles.  I  also  got  gurnard  here,  but  not  in  any 
quantity  ;  the  best  day's  fishing  was  about  foiur 
dozen  to  three  lines.  This  spot  can  only  be  fished 
in  fine  and  settled  weather.  Extending  from  here 
in  a  south-east  direction  along  the  mainland  is  the 
flat-fish  ground.  The  bottom  is  sandy  and  at  a 
depth  of  about  5  fathoms.  Light  lines  with  some 
five  hundred  hooks  are  used,  and  I  was  told  good 
catches  often  were  made.  I  tried  this  fishing  for 
several  days  in  succession,  but  never  got  any  but  very 
mediocre  results.  There  are  other  reefs  and  isolated 
rocks  in  this  neighbourhood  where  wTasse  can  be 
fished  for.  The  coast-line  is  pretty  enough,  con- 
sisting of  numerous  little  creeks  and  bays,  alter- 
nating with  bold  and  broken  rocks  between  which 
one  sees  vistas  of  still  water  and  bright  sands — ideal 
spots  to  camp  or  bathe  in.  Indeed,  all  about  here 
there  is  a  wonderful  archipelago  of  islands  and  rocks, 
with  innumerable  small  and  tortuous  channels 
between  them.  Round  the  points  the  tides  run 
with  great  violence,  and  if  the  wind  be  at  all  inshore, 
a  very  nasty  sea  soon  rises.  On  many  places,  how- 
ever, the  sands  are  prolonged  a  considerable  way  off 
the  land,  makingshoal  wa  ter.  Some  of  these  banks  ebb 
bare.  On  alowspring  tideit  iseasy  to  seehownarrow 
and  tortuous  the  ship  channel  is.  The  only  fish  about 
here  are  congers  and  a  few  stray  codling,  but  they  are 
not  sought  after  or  any  trouble  taken  to  catch  them. 
{To  he  continued.) 


Wrong  Ideas  about  Photography  and  an 
Offer. — There  are  many  wrong  ideas  about  photo- 
graphy. One  is  that  a  dark  room  is  necessary ; 
another  that  it  is  a  messy  process  which  stains  one's 
fingers  and  monopolises  the  bath-room  to  the 
annoyance  of  everybody  who  wants  to  use  it  for  its 
legitimate  purposes.  But  these  are  antiquated 
notions.  The  simplifications  and  improvements  in 
photography  during  the  last  few  years  have  been  of 
a  wonderful  nature,  and  have  brought  the  art 
within  the  reach  of  everybody.  Inexpensive,  easy 
to  work,  and  clean,  photography  is  now  used  in 
almost  every  department  of  life.  The  Kodak  is  the 
family  historian,  the  diarist  and  illustrator  of  modern 
Hfe.  One  can  imagine  what  use  Pepys  or  Evelyn 
would  have  made  of  it  had  the  products  of  the  later 
generation  been  available;  Photography  is  essen- 
tially a  subject  on  which  everybody  ought  to  have 
some  knowledge,  if  only  to  talk  intelligibly  on  one  of 
the  leading  topics  of  the  day.  This  note  is  prompted 
by  the  announcement  that  the  Kodak  Company  has 
undertaken,  where  twelve  friends  or  more  are 
gathered  together  in  society,  at  home  or  at  school, 
to  send  without  charge  a  capable  demonstrator,  who 
will  give  instruction  and  explanation  in  the  pro- 
cesses used  in  photography  from  start  to  finish,  and 
he  will  do  it  in  so  simple  a  way  as  to  enable  his 
hearers  to  start  out  with  a  camera  right  away  and 
bring  back  successful  pictures.  It  is  only  necessary 
to  intimate  to  Kodak,  Limited,  41  to  43,  Clerken- 
well-road,  the  desire  of  such  a  demonstration.' 


SPKING  SALMON  FISHING  ON 
THE  HAMPSHIEE  AVON. 

It  may  be  of  advantage  to  many  eager  to  have 
the  chance  of  landing  a  spring  salmon  to  know  of  a 
river  second  to  few  in  the  size  and  quality  of  its 
fish  and  within  easy  distance  of  London,  where  not 
only  moderate  terms  obtain,  but  a  fair  chance  of 
good  sport. 

And  such  a  place  is  Ringwood,  on  the  Hampshire 
Avon.  This  small  place  is  a  quaint  old-world  to\vn, 
and  the  head  fishing  quarters  are  to  be  found  at  the 
White  Hart  Hotel — the  original  Wliite  Hart,  let  me 
remind  you,  of  historic  New  Forest  interest.  Here 
in  old-fashioned  rooms  modernised  the  angler  will 
be  made  quite  comfortable  by  the  genial  host,  and 
may  inspect  the  wondrous  record  of  bygone 
catches. 

Armed  with  the  needed  £1  licence,  making  the 
owner  free  to  fish  the  waters  of  the  Avon  and  the 
Stour,  obtained  from  a  brother  angler  of  no  mean 
repute — that  is,  Mr.  Polden,  postmaster — and  taking 
a  daily  Ss.  ticket  from  the  hotel,  or  7s.  6d.  including 
lunch,  Piscator  may  go  on  his  way  rejoicing  in  the 
.hope  of  a  successful  day. 

The  writer  will  suppose  himself  companion  to  the 
angler  thus  equipped,  and  setting  forth,  say,  on 
Monday,  Feb.  15,  1904  (or  at  some  subsequent 
date,  should  the  state  of  the  water,  now  in  flood, 
not  permit);  leaving  the  hotel,  we  turn  to  the  right, 
past  the  church  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  noted  for 
its  very  long  chancel,  and  by  whose  newly-gilded 
clock  face  we  hope  soon  to  time  the  run  of  our 
first  fish;  passing  over  the  first  bridge,  we  turn 
sharp  to  the  left,  through  a  meadow  of  glorious 
spring  emerald  green,  and  make  for  the  railway 
bridge.  Crossing  over  the  line,  we  shall  find  our 
first  likely  pool — but  what  fly  shall  we  use  ?  Should 
it  be  a  cloudy  day,  a  Yellow  Eagle — if  bright,  a 
Grey  Eagle.  Try  very  carefully  this  pool :  it  often 
holds  good  fish.  The  writer  once  took  two  there- 
from in  one  day.-  Then,  whether  successful  or  not, 
we  move  on  to  one  of  the  most  famous  catches  on 
the  river — that  is,  "  Brigand's  Hole  "  (albeit  one 
difficult  in  which  to  play  a  fish,  because  of  its 
overhanging  thorn  bush).  This  must,  however,  be 
tried  inch  by  inch,  especially  under  the  bank  of 
the  thorn  bush — the  writer  well  remembering  this 
as  the  scene  of  his  first  salmon.  Oh  !  what  a  thrill 
passed  through  his  frame.  The  very  remembrance 
wakes  up  an  echo  of  it.  And  was  not  that  salmon 
"  a  thing  of  beauty  "  whose  memory  will  remain 
"  a  joy  for  ever  "  ?  Just  28lb.,  fresh  run  from  the 
sea,  with  its  Uce  on  him.  A  magnificent  tussle, 
with  a  leap  or  two  out  of  the  water.  Time,  just 
half  an  hour  by  the  church  clock.  Indeed,  it  has 
been  the  writer's  experience  so  far  that  a  minute  a 
pound  is  the  usual  average  time  in  which  to  bnng 
a  salmon  to  the  gaff. 

Well,  perhaps  we  'draw  "  Brigand's  Hole "  a 
blank  ;  and  then  on  to  the  sedges,  opposite  which, 
under  the  further  bank,  is  a  very  deep  pool,  which 
should  not  be  passed  in  a  hurry — rather  fished  over 
twice  or  thrice.  Again,  just  below  the  sedges  is 
another  good  catch,  somewhat  of  a  continuation  of 
the  former  one,  where  we  will  suppose  a  lusty 
salmon,  just  fresh  from  the  sea,  does  take  the  fly, 
which  will  be  known,  as  a  rule,  not  by  any  splash 
or  breaking  of  the  water,  but  by  a  dull  stoppage  of 
the  fly.  Then,  instanter,  must  the  rod  be  well 
raised,  and  soon  will  the  fish  show  fight ;  unless, 
indeed,  he  be  one  of  the  sort  the  writer  once  had  to 
deal  with  in  this  place,  and  whose  antics  were 'as 
follows  :  To  take  the  fly  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  remain  there,  giving  no  sport  at  all,  and 
simply  shake  his  head  till  he  had  worked  the  fly 
completely  out.-  Hurdle's  (the  then  keeper's)  words 
will  not  be  forgotten — "  Ah  !  sir,  he  is  a  jagger." 

But  the  fish  we  suppcsed  hooked  it  is  to  be  hoped 
is  not  one  of  that  breed,  but  gives  some  fairly  good 
sport ;  but  at  the  best  it  will  be  found  dull,  heavy 
work  to  those  who  are  accustomed  to  the  rushing 
streams  of  the  north.  Round  and  round  the  pool, 
boring  most  likely  under  your  own  and  the  opposite 
bank,  until  you  can  bring  him  within  gaffing  dis- 
tance, and  then  may  there  be  good  luck  and  a  28- 
pounder  or  more  be  grassed — equal  to  the  writer'ay 
a  very  bar  of  solid  silver,  a  beautiful  picture 
on  the  verdant  green ;  a  moment  worth  a  lifetime 
almost  to  achieve,  and  whose  pleasures  in  remem- 
brance will  last  till  life  shall  end.  Having  drank 
to  his  memory  and  rested  somewhat  from  our  toil, 
the  boy  from  the  Wliite  Hart  having  brought  out 
,  unch,  we  fall  to  with  a  will,  sitting  under  yonder 
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hedge,  and  to  the  song  of  the  blackbird  and  thrush 
and  the  sweet  lullaby  of  countless  soothing  coun  try- 
sounds,  including  the  lark  "  singing  at  Heaven's 
gate,"  we  smoke  idly,  and  after  awhile  somewhat 
sleepily,  "  the  pipe  of  peace."  But  hark  !  What 
was  that  ?  Verily  a  tremendous  splash — a  40- 
pounder  or  more  under  those  fir  trees  on  the 
opposite  bank.  Up,  then,  and  at  him.  Soon  we 
are  plying  our  rod  -with  might  and  main.  But  no  ; 
he  is  not  in  the  humour,  and  we  must  proceed. 
But  not  far;  just  above  the  Scotch  fir  plantations 
we  shall  come  to  a  very  deep  pool — deep  on  both 
sides — often  holding  a  good  fish.  This  must  be 
very  carefully  tried,  and  if  with  no  result,  then  on 
to  the  pool  where  there  are  some  waste  water- 
hatches,  and,  if  flowing,  a  considerable  stream  of 
backwater.  This,  however,  is  almost  impossible  to 
fish,  except  from  the  opposite  bank,  or  from  a  punt 
which  years  ago  used  often  to  be  moored  here. 
Happy  they  who  have  the  privilege  of  fishing  from 
both  banks,  which  was  the  writer's  good  fortune  in 
times  gone  by,  and  where,  single  handed,  from  a 
narrow  point  of  land  from  which  he  could  not  move, 
he  hooked  and  landed  a  salmon  that  took  out 
within  ten  yards  of  100  more  than  once,  and  which 
weighed  321b. 

WTien  the  above  pool  is  passed,  there  is  a  scour 
with  a  nice  ripple  leading  into  deeper  water.  This 
is  a  favourite  spot.  So  is  the  opposite  bank,  till 
you  arrive  at  "  Lakes  Ditch,"  comprising  a  long 
line  of  camp-sheathing,  and  which  has  the  reputation 
of  always  holding  a  good  fish  or  two,  and  of  which 
the  writer  could  relate  a  very  amusing  tale  did  he 
not  fear  making  this  article  too  long. 

Next  in  order  comes  "  The  Bubble."  Fish  this 
with  extreme  care.  Likewise  "  The  Bend "  for 
some  distance  till  the  shallow  water  is  reached,  and 
fish  every  inch  of  the  opposite  bank  from  the  camp- 
sheathing  right  away  to  the  end.  This  part  often 
holds  the  most  famous  fish  of  the  season,  and  it 
was  near  the  tall  bulrushes,  or,  rather,  opposite  to 
them,  that  the  WTiter  took  some  years  ago  a  famous 
salmon  of  41  Jib.,  a  photo  and  account  of  which 
was  given  in  the  Christmas  Number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  for  188.3  or  1884. 

It  was  in  connection  with  this  fish  that  a  most 
singular  event  happened — that  is.  after  a  very  pro- 
longed and  exciting  struggle.  Hurdle  gafFed  the  fish, 
but  in  the  final  plunge  he  got  off  the  gaff,  and  of 
course  was  furious,  the  water  being  stained  with 
his  blood.  The  writer  thought  all  was  up,  but  it 
was  not  so,  for  after  another  tussle  of  some  quarter 
of  an  hour,  he  was  brought  to  the  gaff  again  and 
successfully  landed — but  the  marvel  was  there  was 
only  one  gaff  mark  !  Hurdle,  always  endeavouring 
to  gaff  near  and  over  the  tail  (truly  arguing  "  it  is 
best  to  get  his  rudder  out  of  the  water,  and  not 
mark  the  best  part  of  the  fish  ")  had,  by  force  of 
habit,  gaffed  in  exactly  the  same  spot.  This  is  a 
remarkable  fact,  because  one  feels  that  if  it  had 
been  attempted,  it  would  never  have  occurred. 

There  are  several  good  catches  onward  from  the 
bulrushes  to  the  end,  notably  under  each  bank  ; 
and  if  any  time  is  left,  sit  down  and  rest  while  you 
watch  for  a  rising  fish.  This  will  amply  repay 
those  who  put  it  into  practice. 

As  daylight  fades,  perchance  on  our  homeward 
way,  the  sweet  bells  of  the  parish  church  will  fall 
upon  our  ear,  a  melody  that  always  awakens  in  the 
breast  of  the  writer  thoughts  of  the  many  anglers 
he  has  known  who  have  gone  over  to  the  great 
majority.  At  such  an  hour  as  th\8  the  words  of 
the  poet  come  with  peculiar  force  : 

"  Those  evening  bells,  those  evening  bells. 
How  many  a  tale  their  music  tells 
Of  youth  and  home  and  that  sweet  time 
When  first  I  heard  their  soothing  chime. 
Ah  !  many  a  heart  that  then  was  gay 
Within  the  tomb  now  darkly  dwells, 
And  hears  no  more  those  evening  bells." 

rhen  comes  home  the  moral : 

And  so  'twill  be  when  I  am  gone, 
Those  tuneful  peals  will  still  ring  on, 
While  other  bards  shall  walk  these  dells. 
And  sing  your  praise,  sweet  evening  bells." 

Yes  ;  the  ghosts  of  a  goodly  army  of  anglers, 
good  men  and  true,  are  about  us.  They  are  only 
now  a  memory.    May  they  rest  in  peace  ! 

A«  we  part  company  from  the  stream,  it  too  sings 
to  ufl  its  everlasting  song,  and  what  does  it  say  ? — 

"  Men  may  como  and  men  may  go. 
But  I  go  on  for  over." 

The  writer  has  mentioned  only  two  standard 
fli';s,  but  he  thinks  them  most  useful  on  the  Hamp- 


shire Avon;  others  are  the  Canary,  Jock  Scott, 
Popham,  the  Butcher,  Silver  Doctor,  and  sizes 
should  of  course  vary  with  the  volume  of  stream, 
bright  or  dark  day,  etc; 

And  now  as  to  the  present  prospect  of  sport  on 
the  Avon.  For  many  seasons  the  fishing  has  been 
almost  a  blank  ;  but  then  it  must  be  remembered 
that  season  after  season  there  has  not  been  enough 
water  for  the  fish  to  ascend.  This  season  all  is 
altered,  and  the  writer  ventures  to  prophesy  that 
those  who  are  content  to  wait  till  the  present  heavy 
flood  has  passed,  and  go  at  just  the  right  moment, 
will  never  regret  so  doing.  If  ever  there  is  to  be 
another  good  season  on  the  Hampshire  Avon,  then 
it  will  be  the  one  of  1904. 

It  speaks  volumes  for  the  coming  prospect  that 
on  the  opening  day,  Feb.  2,  Dr.  Barton  secured  a 
good  fish  of  181b.  on  the  Crown  Hotel  water,  which 
is  inferior  to  that  which  the  writer  has,  he  fears, 
but  feebly  sought  to  portray. 

In  conclusion,  tight  fines  and  good  luck  to  all 
who  may  try  their  fortune  on  the  Hampshire  Avon, 
and  may  many  a  "  hidden  treasure  "  fall  to  their 
share  from  its  silvery  depths.        M.  H.  Lewis. 


INTEEESTING  GEIMSBY  FISHING 
EECOEDS,  ETC. 

To  Mr.  Arthur  Mountain,  of  Grimsby,  I  am  in- 
debted for  an  extract  from  the  Grimsby  Telegraph 
giving  some  statistics  respecting  the  trade  of  the 
port  compiled  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Buckley,  Secretary  of 
the  Grimsby  Chamber  of  Commerce. — Ed. 
"The  Staple  Industry. 

"The  statistics  given  relative  to  the  staple  in- 
dustry of  the  port,  namely,  the  fishing  trade, 
will,  we  are  sure,  be  read  with  more  than  ordinary 
interest,  since  they  give  both  quantity  and  value 
of  the  fish  landed.  Here  they  are  : — Wet  fish  :  1894, 
1..571,920cwt.,  £1,315,241  ;  1903.  2,739.167cwt., 
£2,145,355.  Crabs:  1894,  610,000,  £5230;  1903, 
279.010,  £2501.  Oysters  :  1894,  3,600,000,  £7200  ; 
1903,  590,000,  £1436.  Other  shell -fish:  1894, 
22,740cwt.,  £12,850  ;  1903,  3011cwt.,  £2425.'.' 

It  Tsdll  be  seen  that  while  the  catch  of  wet  fish  by 
the  trawlers,  etc.,  has  increased  very  largely,  there 
has  been  an  enormous  falling-off  in  the  case  of  crabs, 
oysters,  and  other  shell-fish  ;  so  I  wrote  to  Nr. 
Arthur  Mountain  to  ask  if  he  could  give  me  the 
reason,  and  he  kindly  rephes  as  follows  : — 
"  St.  James's  House, 

Grimsby,  March  1,  1904. 

"  Dear  Sir, — The  causes  of  the  falling-off  in  the 
Grimsby  oyster  trade  are  as  follows : — The  low 
price  reahsed — 4s.  to  4s.  6d.  per  120 ;  the  greatly 
reduced  number  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  fishing  ; 
saihng  smacks  are  obsolete,  and  an  oyster  boat  when 
lost  or  broken  up  is  not  replaced  ;  the  grounds  are 
off  Hehgoland  and  the  German  and  North  Dutch 
coasts  ;  the  oysters  are  of  excellent  flavour,  but  too 
large;  during  last  year  the  neighbouring  Clee- 
thorpes  oyster  beds  were  closed,  and  there  is  no 
convenient  place  for  laying  them  down  when  brought 
in  during  the  close  season. 

"  As  regards  other  shell-fish,  the  principal  item  is 
whelks.  Years  ago  enormous  quantities  were  used 
as  bait  by  the  saihng  (Une)  cod  smacks.  This  class 
of  vessel  is  almost  extinct,  and  the  steam  fine  fishing 
vessels  use  herrings  as  bait,  or  if  not  obtainable,  the 
young  of  coal-fish.  I  do  not  think  that  the  oyster 
and  whelk  trade  has  gone  to  other  ports;  A  limited 
quantity  of  oysters  is  brought  in  by  steam  trawlers 
fishing  on  the  grounds  referred  to. 

"  Probably  you  have  no  idea  of  the  size  of  our 
fish  market.  It  is  fully  two-thirds  of  a  mile  in 
length,  and  on  numerous  occasions  upwards  of 
500  tons  of  fish  have  been  landed  during  the  course 
of  a  single  day.  The  area  of  fish  docks  is  33  acres. — 
Yours  truly,  '  "  Arthur  Mountain."- 


Pike  Fishing  Extraordinary. — Between  Hen- 
ley and  Warwick  there  is  a  pool  of  four  acres  in  a 
very  secluded  spot  ;  and,  being  an  excellent  manor, 
it  attracted  the  attention  of  some  gentlemen  who 
had  a  right  of  sporting  there.  For  the  purpose  of 
taking  a  few  live  baits,  a  casting-net  was  thrown 
in,  and  it  was  soon  perceived  they  had  captured  a 
considerable  prize.  It  proved  to  be  a  pike,  weigh- 
ing 331b.,  3ft.  ()in.  in  length,  and  2ft.  in  girth.  This 
success  stimulated  the  party  to  fresh  exertions  ; 
live  baits  were  put  on  the  hooks  ;  and,  after  more 
than  an  hour's  struggle,  a  second  pike  was  landed, 
weighing  33 Jib. — length,  48Jin.  ;  and  girth,  22^in. 
—  Wolvcrham'pton  Chronicle,  Moy»  1833. 


AN  AUGUST  WEEK  ON  TUl^ 
NAMSEN. 


[Concluded  from  page  156.) 

Although  to  all  appearance  there  was  every 
chance  of  a  good  day  on  Namsen,  I  wanted  to  try 
Bjora,  and  so,  being  nearly  opposite  the  house,  we 
pulled  across  and  landed.  On  getting  up  to  the  farm 
I  ordered  a  carriole  to  be  got  ready  at  once,  sat  down 
to  and  despatched  breakfast,  and  by  dint  of  being 
pretty  "nippy  "  was  fishing  the  top  pool  of  my  beat 
on  the  tributary  by  twelve  o'clock.  The  aspect  of  tho 
stream  had  altered  for  the  better.  It  had  risen  con- 
siderably, but  was  not  dirty.  Owing  to  the  greater 
volume  of  water  and  to  the  fact  that  Xanisen  had 
fallen  a  bit,  there  was  a  fine  stream  running  through 
the  upper  pools,  the  congestion  only  applying  to  the 
lower  reaches,  and  sport  seemed  hkely.  At  the  first 
time  of  asking  the  big  fish,  whose  temporary  r  si- 
dence  was  under  a  large  overhanging  alder,  rose  as 
if  he  meant  business  and  hooked,  but  to  my  infinite 
disgust  fell  off  after  being  on  not  more  than  two 
minutes.  Of  course  there  was  no  use  trying  for  him 
any  more  that  day,  so  beginning  to  feel  somewhat 
sceptical  as  to  the  wisdom  of  having  left  Namsen,  I 
went  on  down,  casting  with  the  fly  from  the  boat; 
At  the  tail  of  the  same  pool  I  got  fast  in  a  salmon 
with  a  small  double  Stevenson,  and  more  by  luck 
than  good  guidance — for  he  at  once  dived  into  the 
maze  of  rotten  branches  at  the  bottom — I  got  him 
within  reach  of  Ole's  gaff  :  a  10-pounder,  rather  off 
colour,  but  otherwise  in  good  condition.  The  spin- 
ning rods  were  then  put  out,  and  we  harled  for  half- 
a-mile  or  so  with  a  spoon  and  a  phantom,  the  net 
result  being  another  salmon  of  171b.,  also  somewhat 
dark,  and  a  clean-run  grilse.  The  congestion  of  the 
water  now  becoming  apparent  through  the  grooving 
slackness  of  the  current,  which  was  insufficient  to 
keep  the  lures  properly  out  astern,  I  recurred  to  cast- 
ing with  the  small  double  Stevenson  as  tail  fly  and  a 
single  dropper  mounted  on  stout  single  gut.  It  soon 
became  apparent  that  a  run  of  grilse  and  sea-trout 
had  entered  the  river,  but  owing  no  doubt  to  the 
slackness  of  the  current,  they  took  very  badly,  and 
before  shutting  up  for  the  day  I  only  secured  two 
of  the  former  and  four  of  the  latter  fish,  which 
weighed  in  all  161b. 

After  talking  over  matters  on  the  way  home.  I 
came  to  the  conclusion,  however,  that  I  would  try 
the  smaller  river  again  next  day,  the  probabilities 
being,  according  to  Ole,  that  Namsen  would  be 
lower,  and  that  in  consequence  Bjora  would  have 
more  current  in  it.  My  object  was  to  get  the  big 
one  if  possible,  and  have  a  few  hours  with  the  fresh- 
run  grilse  and  sea-trout.  Both  events  came  off,  as 
it  turned  out.  Next  day  the  big  one  succumbed  to 
the  atti'actions  of  a  medium-sized  Silver  Doctor,  and, 
after  getting  into  and  out  of  innumerable  snags,  was 
gaffed  by  Ole  m  a  very  nasty  spot  between  two 
trees.  Great  was  our  triumph  and  joy,  and  we  cele- 
brated the  event  in  Ubations  of  friend  Jack's  finest 
old  Scotch,  procured,  it  appeared  from  the  labels, 
from  a  well-known  firm  in  Pall  Mall.  Soon  after 
getting  afloat  again  we  came  across  the  smaller  fry. 
This  time  there  was  plenty  of  stream,  and  I  had  an 
excellent  day  with  the  trout  rod,  landing  in  all 
twenty-eight  grilse  and  sea-trout,  which  averaged 
2|lb.  throughout.  There  were  also  a  good  many 
smashes,  caused  by  the  innumerable  snags,  and  one 
salmon  in  particular  walked  off  with  the  entire  cast. 
The  next  three  days  I  had  such  good  sport  both  on 
Namsen  and  Bjora  that  I  registered  a  vow  to  get 
the  refusal  of  Jack's  water,  if  he  did  not  want  it 
himself  for  next  year,  and  then  I  made  my  way 
across  country  by  the  magnificent  Snaasen  Lake, 
Stenkjer,  and  Vaerdal,  and  so  across  the  Swedish 
frontier  into  Jemptland — a  three  daj^s'  journey 
which  I  can  confidently  recommend  to  the  reader. 

In  concluding  this  httle  account  of  an  August 
week  on  the  Namsen,  perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to 
transcribe  a  few  hues  from  an  old  book — the  first, 
if  I  mistake  not,  written  upon  Norwegian  salmon 
anghng — which  convey  some  idea  of  the  sport,  \^-ith 
the  fly  be  it  remembered,  that  used  to  be  obtained 
fifty  years  ago  on  this  splendid  river.  After  refer- 
ring to  the  symptoms  of  the  waning  season,  as 
exhibited  by  the  frosty  nights  and  the  shortening 
days,  the  author  proceeds  :  "  On  .\ugust  16  accord- 
ingly I  bade  adieu  to  '  Minimum  '  House  with  much 
regret,  notwithstanding  all  its  discomforts,  and 
fished  down  to  Fossland,  where  I  had  promised  to 
stay  for  a  couple  of  days.  On  my  way  I  enjoyed  the 
best  day's  sport  that  this  visit  to  the  Namsen 
afforded.    I  rose  twenty-five  fish,  of  which  I  killed 
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eix,  weighing  together  1221b.,  but  played  besides 
several  others  of  great  size  which  eventually  escaped. 
I  was  broken  seven  or  eight  times,  my  flies  and 
tackle  having  become  much  the  worse  for  the  long 
wear  and  tear  they  had  suffered.  My  next  day  in 
the  Fossland  pools  was  scarcely  inferior.  I  rose 
nineteen  and  killed  eight  fish,  of  which  four,  how- 
ever, were  small  grilse.  The  weather  was  far  too 
hot  and  bright,  or  I  should  doubtless  have  had  more 
success.  The  next  day  the  weather  was  still  hotter, 
in  addition  to  which  three  Englishmen,  who  were 
staying  at  Gartland,  fished  the  same  water.  How- 
ever, so  great  was  the  abundance  of  large  salmon  in 
this  part  of  the  river,  that  I  rose  fourteen,Jmostly  of 
first-rate  size.  Of  these  I  landed  six,  two  of  them 
a  kind  of  diminutive  salmon  (not  grilse)  that  had 
lately  appeared  in  the  Namsen,  and  which  the  boat- 
men insisted  belonged  properly  to  the  Bangsund 
River.  Of  the  other  four  one  weighed  nearly  341b. 
and  another  full  371b.  The  latter  was  the  heaviest 
salmon  I  was  destined  to  kill  on  this  occasion :  its 
length  was  precisely  the  same  as  that  I  killed  at 
Fiskum,  namely,  3ft.  ll^in.  ;  its  greatest  girth  was 
27in."  In  August  the  following  year  this  same 
angler  had  another  big  day  on  Namsen,  which  he 
thus  describes  :  "  It  was  not  until  August  12  that  I 
was  enabled  by  the  gradual  falling  of  the  water  to 
fish  any  considerable  portion  of  it,  when  I  enjoyed 
far  the  most  splendid  day's  sport  I  can  ever  hope 
to  have  to  record.  I  began  well.  I  had  scarcely 
commenced  when,  off  a  rock  on  the  Boat  Pool,  I 
hooked  and,  after  long  play,  killed  a  beautifully- 
shaped  fish  of  341b.,  and  soon  afterwards  another 
of  24lb.,  near  the  same  spot,  as  also  a  third  of  111b. 
I  had  already  had  a  good  day's  sport,  but  in  a  rapid 
stream  between  the  Foss  and  Karnen's  Pools  (which 
I  have  named  the  Foss  Rapid)  I  rose  several  fish,  of 
which  I  fortunately  killed  the  largest,  weighing 
331b.,  besides  a  fine  salmon  of  181b.  and  a  grilse. 
We  then  with  great  difficulty  worked  our  frail  bark 
up  into  the  Foss  Pool,  and  at  the  risk  of  shipping  a 
perilous  quantity  of  water,  proceeded  to  fish  as  well 
as  I  could  a  small  extent  of  flat  water  by  the  boiling 
torrent.  Never  in  my  life  have  I  encountered  such 
wild  water.  Scarcely  had  I  cast  my  fly  into  the 
most  likely  spot  when  an  enormous  salmon  took  it, 
but  being  hghtly  hooked,  soon  escaped.  A  minute 
afterwards  a  monster  of  similar  size  dashed  through 
the  boiUng  waves,  and  I  instantly  felt  he  was  firmly 
hooked.  In  another  moment  he  was  in  the  midst 
of  the  fall ;  baffled  there,  he  rushed  up  and  down 
with  a  determination  of  purpose  but  irregularity  of 
course  that  made  it  very  difficult  to  retain  a  correct 
hold  upon  him.  I  could  not  stand  in  the  boat  that 
danced  on  the  boiling  breakers  ;  scarce  could  I  see 
or  hear,  so  blinded  was  I  with  the  spray,  so  deafened 
with  the  cataract's  eternal  roar.  At  last  he  made 
down  the  stream  as  if  to  quit  the  pool,  and  we  pre- 
pared to  follow  him  down  the  dangerous  rapid  above 
described.  However,  it  seemed  that  his  courage 
failed  him,  and  he  took  refuge  behind  a  deeply-sunk 
rock,  from  which  it  required  much  positive  labour 
and  strength  to  dislodge  him.  At  length  he  was 
compelled  to  yield,  and  on  being  landed  was  found 
to  weigh  371b.  In  the  same  spot  I  afterwards  killed 
two  beautiful  fresh-run  salmon  of  24lb.  and  181b. 
each,  and  hooked  two  other  heavy  fish,  one  of 
which  (certainly  not  under  301b.)  I  played  for  a 
considerable  time,  when  he  eventually  broke  the 
line  by  entangling  it  round  a  rock — a  misfortune 
not  to  be  wondered  at  in  so  dangerous  a  place.  And 
finally  I  concluded  a  brilliant  day  by  landing  a 
pretty  salmon  of  101b.  and  a  grilse,  making  a  total 
weight  of  2161b.  with  eleven  fish."  Rugde. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning) 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.— General  Remarks. — The  coarse  fi-sh- 
ing  season  clo»es  on  March  14  for  three  months, 
and  looking  over  the  past  one  cannot  but  fee!  that 
the  year's  sport  on  the  lhame',  as  a  whole,  has 
been  a  very  disappointing  one,  with  few  saving 
instances.  The  be>t  specimen  fish  was  the  2|lb. 
roach  caught  at  Wraysbury.  Durin  j;  the  past  week 
few  fish  liave  been  taken.  Monday  was  a  fearful 
day  for  angling,  and  the  i\t-h  as  a  rulewfio  quite  off 
the  feed,  with  theexception  of  chub  which  were  had 
in  several  districts.  Mr.  F.  Sands,  at  Kingston, 
had  seven  roach  of  lib.  each,  and  at  Staines 
liad  five  jack,  hut  of  no  large  si/.e.  At  Hampton, 
Mr.  Harry  Offer  hal  lOlb.  of  ro  ch,  the  largest  fish 


being  about  13oz.,  and  several  other  anglers  have 
been  out,  but  the  water  has  been  a  shade  too  much 
coloured  for  large  takes  to  be  made.  Now,  how- 
ever, the  water  is  in  excellent  condition;  and  no 
doubt  good  sport  will  be  had  during  the  last  two 
days  of  the  season. — F.  H.  Amthlett. 

 (Henley). — The  water  has  now  run  down 

to  a  good  level,  and  is  a  nice  colour  for  all-round 
angling.  The  stream  is  not  strong,  and  most  of 
the  weir  tackle  is  still  drawn.  Pike  fishing  has 
bnen  off  during  the  past  week,  but  some  good  bags 
of  roach  have  been  taken,  and  a  few  good  chub 
have  come  to  the  net.  Mr.  Hobbs,  while  pater- 
nostering  for  pike  with  small  dace,  took  a  brace  of 
these  fish  weighing  41b.  and  41b.  .'joz.  Chub  are 
often  caught  this  way  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
season.  Mr.  W.  Meyers,  fishing  with  J.  James  on 
March  5  and  (i,  took  301b.  of  roach ;  on  March  C  a 
patron  of  J.  Sargeant  took  17ilb.  of  roach;  and 
Mr.  Wells,  fishing  with  G.  Arlett,  took  some  good 
roach,  and  hooked  a  trout  of  about  (ilb.  Bankers 
also  had  some  bags  of  roach  up  to  filb.  on  this  date. 
Messrs.  Hobbs  and  Goodin,  fishing  with  R.  Young 
at  Medmenham,  have  had  some  good  roach  and  one 
small  jack.  Local  anglers  have  taken  some  perch, 
jack,  and  several  good  lots  of  roach.  Given  fine 
weather  there  should  be  a  good  finish  to  a  very  bad 
sea--on. — Stanley  Mead. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). —There  is  still 
plenty  of  water  in  the  river,  which  is  principally 
due  to  the  heavy  fall  of  rain  and  snow,  and  on 
some  days  it  has  been  practically  unfishable.  On 
March  3  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  fourteen  nice  trout 
and  a  truff,  and  on  March  8  he  secured  fourteen, 
and  Mr.  Ackrell  also  had  a  similar  basket.  Mr. 
W.  F.  Tollitt  managed  to  get  a  fine  dish  of  a  dozen, 
and  Mr.  Colin  May,  of  Staverton,  has  had  some  small 
catches.  On  March  1  Mr.  Salisbury,  of  Guildford, 
who  is  well-known  on  the  river,  had  about  the 
largest  basket  recorded  for  that  day — four  and  a 
half  dozen.  Fishing  at  Folly  Stickle  Mr.  Gadesden 
landed  a  salmon  one  day  last  week. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  Like  the  Dart  Con- 
servators, the  Conservators  of  the  Exe  have  decided 
to  mark  keifs,  whilst  the  former  have  already  made 
the  experiments  in  conjunction  with  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  P'isheries. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — With  the  river  fining  do  wn  for  the 
lastfortnight  spjining  baitshavelost  their  monopoly, 
and  the  more  sportsmanlike  fly  has  had  a  look  in, 
good  old  Jock  Scott  having  well  held  his  own.  In 
the  Warwick  Hall  water,  Mr.  C.  Liddell  has  killed 
three,  each  Kiib. ;  Mr.  Cookson,  six;  and  Mr.  W. 
Hetherington,  two,  J8ib..  2ilb.  Between  Warwick 
and  Weth^ral,  Mr.  Raive  had  three,  each  about 
201b. ;  and  Mr.  Tweddle,  one,  171b.  In  the  Corby 
water,  Mr.  B.  Howard  landed  one,  231b.,  and  the 
keeper  Elliot,  four,  from  81b.  to  161b.  Mr.  Ward 
had  one  of  281b.  at  Cargo.  Mr.  Pattinson  had  three, 
151b.,  251b..  251b.,  in  the  Boat  Pool.  Mr.  T.  L. 
Atkinson  bad  one  on  the  Doctor's  Flat,  and  Mr. 
Hugh  P.  Slater  had  one  of  191b.  at  Cote  House 
Island.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  liver  is  milky, 
last  night's  rain  having  brought  in  a  lot  of  snow, 
but  it  does  not  look  like  being  a  big  water.  Trout 
fishing  should  ba  on  in  a  few  days. — Silver  Grey. 

lisk  (Whitby).— Since  the  opening  of  the  pinkey 
fishing  on  this  river  last  month,  sport  has  been 
practically  out  of  the  question  in  consequence  of 
the  heavy  fa'l  of  snow  which  caused  the  liver  to  run 
in  flood  for  some  time.  Only  a  moderate  number  of 
anglers  have  so  far  been  out,  and  as  the  conditions 
are  yet  somewhat  detrimental  to  sport  there  is  only 
a  moderate  prospect  of  sport  during  the  coming 
week. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — A  most  agreeable 
change  has  come,  and  prospects,  when  the  livers 
have  fined  down,  are  very  favourable  for  sport 
generally.  Six  fine  salmon  were  taken  in  the  nets 
at  Topsham,  and  on  March  3  three  kelts  were 
marked  by  Mr.  CJ.  Nehon,  of  Brampford  Speke, 
weighing  5lb.,  4^1b.,  and  71b.  respectively, 
with  labels  numbered  12,  26,  and  35.  The  cloik 
to  the  Board  of  Conservators  asks  the  kind 
co-oper  ition  of  all  anglers  in  making  a  note  of 
the  act,  and  Mr.  Ford  will  assist  in  any  way  in 
getting  informaiion  obtained  by  these  means.  He 
also  supp'ies  salmon  fishers  with  labels.  Some 
trout  have  been  caught  in  the  Exe  and  its  tribu- 
taries with  Blue  Upright,  March  Biown  and  Stone 
Fly,  and  the  rapoits  from  the  districts  in  Devon 
respecting  other  rivers  are  favourable.  In  the  Exe 
and  in  the  canal  some  pike  have  been  taken,  one  of 
Sib.  near  the  lime  kilns. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiea  and  Tribntaries. — Improved  weather  has 
been  expe  ienced  on  several  days  this  week,  but 
how  long  the  more  genial  conditijns  will  prevail  it 
is  hazardous  to  even  conjecture.  To-night  (Wed- 
nesday) it  seems  to  be  blowing  up  again  for  more 
rain,  and  I  need  scarcely  state  it  will  take  little  wet 
weather  to  again  make  the  rivers  mud  colour.  Fishing 
for  perch  and  pike  closes  on  the  14th  inst.,  but  the 
season  for  roach  on  this  rivor  extends  to  the  end  of 


the  present  month,  up  to  which  time  dace,  bream, 
barbel,  chub,  and  other  fish  mav  be  retained  by 
anglers.  Better  weather  has  resulted  in  improved 
sport,  and  I  bear  of  some  nice  roach  being  had  at 
Watford,  Ware,  St.  Margaret's,  and  Rye  House. 
One  of  the  roach  secured  at  Ware  weighed,  I  am 
informed,  lib.  12oz.,  and  chub  up  to  221b.  have  also 
baen  basketed  here.  Three  and  a  half  brace  of 
perch  fell  to  the  rod  of  an  angler  at  Ware,  and  good- 
sized  perch  has  been  mot  with  at  Hertford.  Trout 
are  beginning  to  move  in  the  Beane  and  other  tribu- 
taries, but  it  is  a  long  time  yet  before  anglers  will 
be  able  to  introduce  the  landing  net  to  their  notice 
— May  1,  or  a  month  later  than  in  the  Thames. 
Coarse  fishing  ends  in  the  Stort  on  the  14th  inst. 
— IzAAK  Walton. 

Iiu^g  and  Arrow  (Iieomlnster). — Both  these 
noted  streams  are  at  present  running  coloured  and 
rather  high.  The  weather  has  taken  up  since 
Monday,  and  bright  sunshine  has  cheered  the  heart 
of  everyone. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterborongfh). — Although  the  water  is 
now  in  very  fair  trim  for  fishing,  1  have  not  heard 
of  any  captures  of  pike  during  the  past  week,  but 
some  excellent  roach  have  been  caught  this  week  at 
Mab's  Staunch  by  Mr.  E.  Wright,  of  Peterborough. 
The  two  largest  weighed  lib.  GJoz.  and  lib.  8oz., 
the  best  taken  this  season. — E.  A.  T. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). — During  the  past 
week  there  has  been  practically  nothing  done  with 
fly-fishing.  The  river  has  been  in  heavy  spate  with 
snow-broth,  and  is,  in  consequence,  of  a  very  low 
temperature.  To-day,  March  9,  the  water  was  just 
c'ear  enough  to  use  the  fly,  but  the  fish  would  not  , 
move  at  all.  The  river  will  be  in  good  order  to- 
morrow, Thursday,  if  the  weather  keeps  fine.  No 
salmon  have  been  observed  in  our  stream  so  far. 
Of  late  yeats  the  run  of  salmon  up  the  Otter  has 
fallen  off  in  a  marked  degree,  although  it  never  at 
any  time  was  considerable  in  the  river.  The  fact  is 
no  doubt  attributable  to  the  netting  which  has 
played  such  havoc  with  the  stream  generally. — 
Heron. 

Ontie  (Holywell  Perry).  — Water  in  splendid 
condition  and  fish  feeding  well.  Largast  pike  during 
the  week.  lllb.  8oz.,  several  7lD.  and  81b.  each, 
and  roach  well  on  feed. — A  Soard. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  have  not  been  doing  well 
at  all  yet — I  think  there  is  too  much  snow  water 
about,  and  this  always  stops  the  fish  from  feeding. 
Some  few  have  been  taken  in  the  Walkham,  and 
some  fine  salmon  in  the  Dart,  only  in  the  lower 
watsrs  as  yet.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  taken  in 
the  Meavy  yet,  although  there  is  plenty  there. — 
W.  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shropshire).  —  The  general  weather 
exp9rienc3d  at  the  beginning  of  the  week  was 
welcome,  but  the  river  is  discoloured  and  there  is 
nothing  doing  either  with  regard  to  trout  fishing  or 
otherrt'ise.  ijirectly  conditions  improve  one  or  two 
tiout  will  probably  be  caught  on  spinning  baits,  and 
worm  fishing  in  the  brooks  may  be  successful.  Very 
few  pike  have  of  late  been  caught,  and  the  coarse 
fishing  season  is  ending  unsatisfactorily. — Hafren. 

8ev«m  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cam  (JLlauymy- 
nech). — Up  to  Monday  night  the  weather  was  as 
unpropifcious,  from  the  angler's  point  of  view,  as 
could  possibly  be  conceived,  as  the  storms  of  snow, 
sleet,  and  rain,  so  much  in  evidence  of  late,  still 
continued,  rendering  angling  well-nigh  impossible, 
and  more  so  as  the  rivers  were  still  full  of  snow- 
broth.  Tuesday  was  a  complete  change  from  winter 
to  spring,  and  Wednesday  was  equally  fine.  At  the 
time  of  writing — Wednesday  night — this  delightful 
weither  shows  as  yet  no  symptoms  of  change,  and 
all  anglers  are  devoutly  wishing  for  a  continuance 
of  it. — Vyrnwv. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— Water  in  excellent 
condition  for  all  sorts  of  angling  and  a  good  stream 
running.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  sport 
has  been  very  slow,  partly,  no  doubt,  to  the  snow 
showers  we  had  during  the  latter  part  of  last  week. 
We  have  had  two  or  three  fine  days  in  succession, 
but  to-day  (March  9)  it  is  again  raining,  accom- 
panied by  thunder,  which  may  again  upset  the 
fiihing;  but  if  no  heavy  rain  occurs  the  water 
should  be  good  for  the  close  of  the  season. — W.  T. 

bAINBRIDOE. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 

weather  of  the  past  few  days  has  been  warm  and 
summarlike.  Rivers  ara  in  excellent  condition,  and 
fair  sport  among  the  roach  and  dace  has  been 
obtained  on  the  ^runand  Bother.  Pike  seem  to  be 
quite  off  feed  in  all  waters.  Chichester  canal  has 
been  almost  deserted;  the  water  is  gradually  rising 
but  sport  is  at  a  low  ebb,  nothing  but  small  fry 
coming  under  notice.  With  the  prasent  fine  weather 
the  few  days  left  will  find  many  anglers  at  the  river 
side,  and  good  sport  should  be  had  among  the  roach 
by  ledgering  with  worm.  Quantities  of  grey  mullet 
have  been  captured  off  the  coast  by  the  netsmen. — 
Geoboe  F.  Salter. 
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MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactiirer  of  eyery  description  of  Fishing  Tadle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  MEDALS  AWABDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

Prom  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  oes.  ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasEmt  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane, 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  loohs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle, 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon, 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout, 

AH  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level, 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testlmoalals. 

Colonel  O.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marTellooi.  I  have  no  hesitation  In 

saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes :  "I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  malies  a  clean  Job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps, 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  tiie  world, 
post  free, 

r  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d., 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

FishingTackleManufacturer,Omagh,lreland. 


CLOTH  BINDINQ  OASES 

FOR  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

OAR  BE  HAD  AT  THS 
Publiihiiuj  Office,  St.  DunttaiCi  House,  E.  C. 


MUDIE'S 


LIBRARY 

All  the  BEST  BOOKS  of  TRAVEL, 
SPORT,  ADVENTURE,  &c.,  in 

English,  French,  German,  Italian, 
and  Spanish,  are  in  CIHCULA- 
TION  and  for  SALE  (either  New 
or  Second-hand). 

Prospectuses  of  the  terms  of  Subscription  in 
Town  or  Country  anil  Lists  of  Books  for  Sale  sent 
fne  by  post  to  any  address. 


MUDIE'S  SELECT  LIBRARY 

LIMITED, 

30-34,  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  LONDON; 

Ml,  BRdMPTON  ROAD,  S.W.;ano 

48,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  E.G. 
HSO  AT  BARTON  ARCADE,  MANCHESTER. 


THE 


OAKENGLOUGH 
FISHERY, 

Garstang,  Lancashire 


We  are  already  heavily  sold  for  Brown  Trout 
for  next  season,  and  it  is  advisable  for  those 
who  wish  to  secure  our  "  Pure  Fario "  to 
book  early.  Much  loss  has  occurred  in  the 
past  through  buyers  turning  down  Levens,  or 
Brown  Trout  having  a  Leven  cross,  into  their 
rivers,  as  such  fish  almost  invariably  go  down. 

We  are  also  offering  two  varieties  of  Rain- 
bows, viz.,  Trinity  and  Shasta.  The  former 
grow  into  larger  fish,  but  are  not  quite  so 
brilliantly  marked  as  the  latter. 

We  have  a  grand  lot  of  Fontinalis,  which, 
for  enclosed  water  and  from  a  culinary  point, 
we  consider  are  hard  to  beat. 
Book  at  once,  far  any  of  thefollomng  varklies  : 
BROOK  FARIO,  LAKE  FARIO,  RAINBOWS 
Shasta  or  Trinity),  LEVENS  &  FONTINALIS. 
Yearlings  or  Two-Year-Olds  in  each. 


FISHING  GAZETTE 

WANTED 

COPIES  OP  "  FISHING  GAZETTE  " 
for  February  19,  April  16,  and  July  23, 
1881.  Qd.  each  will  be  given  for  copies 
of  above  by  The  Manager,  the  FisJiing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan'a  House,  Fetter 
Lane,  London,  E.G. 


EAST   INDIA  MOTTLED 
CANES. 

A  Special  Consl^rnment  of  the  above,  very 
thin  in  I'.utt,  iiiKl  from  18  ft.  long,  perfect  natural 
Kods,  in  one  piece  as  imported,  prices  1  /6  to  2/6 
each.  Very  fine  picked,  price  3/6  each.  Makes 
the  best  and  lightest  of  Salmon  or  Sea  Kods,  &c. 

H.  WHITTY,15,BasDett  St., Liverpool. 


NORTON  FISHERY, 

BALDOCK,  HERTS, 

HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  FISH  FOR  DISPOSAL: 


YEARLINGS, 


from  3  inches  to  5 
from  5  inches  to  8 
from  4  inches  to  6 
from  4  inches  to  6 
from  6  Lnobes  to  9 


Lnches 
inches 
inches 
inches 
inches 


BROWN  TROUT,  10,000 
BROWN  TROUT,  6,000 
LOCH  LEVENS,  10,000 
RAINBOWS,  25,000  . 
RAINBOWS,  10,000  . 

TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  11 

BROWN  TROUT,    5,000    from  9  inches  to  14 

RAINBOWS,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  12 

RAINBOWS,    5,000    .       .       .  .       .  from  9  inches  to  14 

Quotations  for  larger  fish  on  application.  All  fish  free  on  rail  at  Baldock  Station, 
and  guaranteed  a  safe  delivery.  Fresh  Water  Snails  and  Shrimps,  especially 
recommended  for  waters  about  to  be  stocked,  are  supplied  at  £1  per  1,000. 

Apply,  MANAGER. 


inches 

inches 
inches 
inches 


MALCOM  &  CO., 

^'""^  The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 

INVENTOES  OF  THE    .    .  . 

"  Xanned  Angola.  " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"  Ta,nned  Angola. " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 

"  Tin©   Fea.tlier>weiglit  " 

WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&21/- 

See  Field,  June  30,  1900. 


3,  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 


iCATALOQUES  GRATIS. 
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Taw  (N.  Devon). — March  1  was  the  opening  day, 
but  a  few  who  were  more  courageous  than  most 
fishermen  found  it  too  cold.  Tuesday  (March  8) 
was  a  much  better  day,  and  some  nice  catches  were 
had.  Should  the  weather  become  warmer,  the  usual 
spring  fhes  will  be  found  takers  ;  it  is  too  cold  for  the 
March  Browns  as  yet,  but  those  flies  with  tinsel  will 
be  found  best. — Rusty  Game. 

Teiii  (I>ainpeter,  Cardiganshire). — Several  nice 
baskets  of  trout,  and  about  a  dozen,  salmon  have 
been  taken  during  the  past  week.  The  weather 
has  been  very  cold,  and  the  river  is  getting  rather 
low.— H. 

 (Llandyssil). — Water  in  capital  order,  and 

the  local  anglers  are  doing  fairly  well,  baskets  of 
trout  from  31b.  to  9lb.  being  brought  in.  Some  nice 
salmon  have  already  been  landed,  the  largest  i;}£lb. 
down  to  61b.,  all  with  the  fly.  The  season  has  every 
appearance  of  even  beating  last,  when  135  salmon 
were  caught,  this,  I  believe,  being  a  record. — Vic. 

Teme  Iiudlow). — The  Teme  is  now  running 
high  and  coloured  and  out  of  order  for  fly 
fishing.  The  rain  has  washed  nearly  all  the  snow 
off  the  hills,  and  a  few  fine  days  like  we  are  having 
at  present  will  greatly  improve  fishing.  P'ishing 
for  trout  along  Temeside  at  the  end  of  last  week 
an  angler  landed  three  trout,  lib.  each,  and  a  gray- 
ling, l^lb.,  with  the  worm.  On  March  5  he  landed  a 
trout,  scaling  21b.,  in  very  poor  condition,  Piko 
fishing  has  been  tried  by  an  angling  doctor  and  a 
postman  at  Burway  where  with  live  bait  on 
March  4  they  landed  three  good  fish.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  running  stained 
and  no  fishing  done  in  them  this  week. — S.  Lud- 
low. 

  (Tenbnry). — The    Teme  in    this   part  is 

now  running  high  and  muddy.  The  weather 
has  improved,  and  there  is  every  chance  of 
fly  fishing  next  week.  The  bright  sunshine  has 
brouglit  a  good  few  flies  out,  and  when  the  water 
clears  the  fish  will  soon    be  on  the  move.  — 

WOBCESTEE. 

Usk  (ITsk). — The  salmon  and  trout  season  on 
this  famous  river  opened  last  week,  the  water  being 
in  excellent  condition,  but  the  weather  was  cold. 
Several  ardent  trout  anglers,  however,  ventured 
out,  and  a  few  good  baskets  were  taken.  Among 
those  successful  were : — March  2,  Mr.  E.  Bowyer, 
three  and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Thomas,  a  brace. 
March  3,  Mr.  R.  Richards,  three  and  a  half  brace ; 
Mr.  S.  A.  Hiloy,  one  and  a  half  brace;  Mr.  E. 
Bowyer,  nine  and  a  half  brace ;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  three 
and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Thomas,  one  and  a  half 
brace.  March  5,  Mr.  E.  Bowyer,  six  brace.  March  7, 
Mr.  R.  Richards,  two  brace  ;  Mr.  E.  Bowyer,  four 
brace  ;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  one  and  a  half  brace.  At  the  time 
of  writing  the  riverisdiscoloured,  which  will  prevent 
fishing  for  a  day  or  two.  The  different  shades  of 
blue  were  used,  but  the  most  successful  fly  was  a 
dark  blue.  The  trout  taken  were  in  good  condition, 
and  they  appear  to  be  plentiful,  but  it  is  too  early 
to  predict  what  the  season  will  really  be.  A  large 
number  of  salmon  kelts  have  been  observed  making 
their  way  down  to  the  sea,  but  no  fresh  run  fish 
have  been  seen.  There  are  no  salmon  anglers  yet 
staying  in  the  town,  and  only  local  ticket-holders 
have  been  fishing,  but  no  successes  are  reported. 
The  month  of  March,  however,  is  not  one  of  the 
best  for  salmon. — T.  R. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent, 
Onse,  etc.  (Torks). — The  greater  part  of  our  York- 
shire streams  have  been  fairly  low  and  clear  during 
the  last  few  days,  in  fact,  for  about  a  fortnight  now. 
All  the  snow  that  has  fallen  on  the  Wensleydale, 
Swaledale,  Coverdale,  and  other  hills  and  moorlands 
remained  until  last  Monday,  when  a  considerable  rise 
in  the  thermometer  took  place,  with  the  result  that 
it  soon  melted,  and  isrunninginto  the becksdown into 
the  main  rivers.  On  the  uppar  reaches  of  the  Yore 
very  little  has  been  done  during  the  last  few  days 
in  the  districts  of  Middleham,  Mashara  and  Ripon. 
A  few  rods  have  bean  out  in  the  lower  reaches  but 
sport  has  been  quiet  on  the  whole.  A  few  rods 
have  been  out  on  the  Wharfe  at  Harewood, 
Collingham,  Boston  Spa,  and  Tadcaster.  On 
Saturday,  March  5,  Mr.  E.  Robinson  had  some 
fine  sport  amongst  the  grayling  for  about  two 
hours ;  his  basket  contained  eighteen  fine  fish,  all 
caught  with  the  maggot.  Lower  down,  at  Newton 
Kyme  and  Ulleskolf,  the  pike  have  been  on  the 
run,  and  some  nice  sport  has  been  met  with.  The 
River  Nidd  has  been  running  in  fair  trim,  but 
nothing  much  doing  in  the  higher  reaches  ;  all 
the  anglers  are  waiting  tQl  the  opening  of 
the  trout  season.  In  the  lower  portion  some 
very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with  in  the 
Knaresborough  Joint  Anglers  water,  also  in  the 
Harrogate  A. A.  waters.  At  Ribston  and  VVaUhford 
about  half  a  dozen  rods  have  been  seen  out  Sport 
has  been  fair  amongst  the  chub,  roach,  and  dace. 
Mr.  B'enwick,  Mr.  Atkins,  and 'another  angler  had 
some  nice  sport  last  wotk  end,  their  com- 
bined catch  being  about    lOlb.  of  mixed  fish. 


Mr.  D.  White  has  also  met  with  some  nice  sport, 
securing  a  nice  lot  of  chub,  the  heaviest  weighing 
31b.  3oz.  Prospects  for  the  opening  of  the  trout 
season  are  not  very  promising.  The  weather  remains 
dull  and  cold,  yet  on  most  waters  the  fish  are  in  for- 
ward condition.  A  fewhave  been  seen  rising  to  the  fly. 
but  the  latter  are  scarce,  and  there  will  be  no  general 
hatch  until  warmer  weather  comes.  The  early  fly 
fishers  will  find  the  following  flies,  if  at  all,  to  do 
execution: — Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Carter  Piatt's 
Copper,  Snipe  and  Purple.  Snipe  Bloa,  Bradshaw's 
Winter  Brown,  and  Waterhen  Bloa.  If  the  above 
will  not  catch  them,  try  the  Miller's  Thumb  Devon 
and  natural  preserved  minnow  on  the  Ariel  or 
Chapman  Spinner. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Deverou  (Banffshire). — We  are  experiencing  a 
snowstorm  in  this  part  of  the  country.  Snow  began 
to  fall  on  March  5  and  continued,  with  little  inter- 
mission, until  the  8th,  when  it  became  somewhat 
fresh  and  light  showers  of  rain  fell.  Inland  the 
frost  has  been  pretty  severe,  consequently  the  river 
continues  in  spate,  and  in  very  dirty  condition. 
Anglers  are  meeting  with  poor  success  and  few 
fish  have  been  caught.  On  the  Inverichnie 
section  last  week.  Rev.  Hamilton  Young  landed 
a  salmon  of  T^lb.  on  the  3rd,  'and  one  of  91b. 
on  the  4th.  He  also  caught  a  number  of  kelts 
that  he  marked  and  returned  to  the  river.  The 
net  fishing  on  the  river  has  been  also  poor  for 
the  past  week.  Although  the  fishermen  were 
engaged  netting  night  and  day  they  had  only  a 
few  salmon  and  trout,  the  former  averaging  71b., 
and  the  latter  lib.  The  severe  frost  kept  the  fish 
from  ascending.  Along  the  coast  there  was  a  slight 
improvement  in  the  number  of  salmon  got  in  the 
bag  nets,  and  the  lessee  despatched  four  small  boxes 
to  the  markets.  The  weight  of  the  salmon  was 
rather  higher  than  those  taken  from  the  river. — 
H.  W. 

Loch  Ness  (Port  Angrnstus,  N.B.). — Fishing  from 
Douglas  Hotel,  Fort  Augustus,  on  March  3,  Mr. 
R.  M.  Cameron  killed  a  fine  clean  run  salmon 
weighing  181b.,  and  on  March  5  one  weighing  22  Jlb. 
Total  killed  on  Fort  Augustus  water  with  the  rod 
from  the  opening  day,  Feb.  11,  to  March  5,  thirty- 
three  salmon,  weighing  545Jlb.,  average  IGJlb. — 
R.  M.  C. 

  (Lovat  Arms  Hotel). — Fishing  from  this 

hotel  on  March  7,  Mr.  E.  Dfire  landed  a  salmon 
of  161b. 

Iioch  Tay  (Eenmore,  IT.B.). — Fishing  on  the  hotel 
water  on  March  1,  Mr.  Arnott  killed  a  salmon  of 
221b.  On  March  3,  on  the  reserve  water,  Mac- 
diannid,  the  keeper,  killed  a  salmon  of  221b.  On 
March  5,  Macdiarmid  killed  one  of  181b.  ;  on  hotel 
water,  Mrs.  Knight  killed  a  salmon  of  281b. ;  Mac- 
diarmid, on  reserve  water,  one  salmon  of  181b. 
Loch  in  good  ply. — W.  Knight. 

,   (Killin  Hotel).— On  March  2,  Mr.  J. 

Rankin  landed  two  salmon,  271b.  and  161b.  On 
the  3rd,  Mr.  C.  D.  Rankin,  one,  221b.  On  the  4th, 
Mr.  Walker,  one,  181b.  On  the  5th.  Mr.  J.  Rankin, 
one,  201b.  On  the  7th,  Mr.  G.  Wilson,  one,  161b. 
On  the  8th,  Mr.  Walker,  one,  171b.— H.  J.  Knight. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — A  severe  snow- 
storm, accompanied  by  easterly  and  south-easterly 
gales,  has  driven  anglers  off  the  water.  This, 
coupled  with  the  low  state  of  the  river,  has  brought 
angling  to  a  standstill.  Only  in  the  deeper  pools 
has  any  sport  been  got,  and  that  in  the  teeth  of 
anything  but  agreeable  conditions.  There  is 
plenty  of  fish.  All  that  is  wanted  is  a  spell  of 
fresh  weather,  and  at  last  there  are  signs  of  it 
coming.  Not  a  fish  has  yet  been  got  beyond 
Ballater.  Many  of  the  Aboyne  and  Glentana 
anglers  have  gone  south  for  the  nonce.  On  the 
Aboyne  Hotel  water  Mr.  Smith  had  two  of  61b.  and 
71b.  On  the  Woodend  water.  Captain  Quintin 
Dick  had  three  fish  on  March  5  of  61b.  to  81b., 
while  Mr.  Harrower,  on  the  Crathes  and  Kinneskie 
sections,  had  one  of  81b.,  on  March  3  ;  one  of  8  Jib., 
on  March  4  ;  two,  of  8^1b.,  on  March  5.  and  one  on 
March  7.  On  the  Lower  Durris  water,  two  fish  of 
71b.  and  81b.  were  got  by  the  keepers.  On  the 
Park  water,  Mr.  BuUough  had  one  of  81b.  on 
March  4,  and  Mr.  Geo.  Davidson,  Wellwood,  three 
of  81b.,  15lb.,  and  241b.  Mr.  Davidson  has  creeled 
thirty-five  fish  for  February  since  the  opening.  On 
the  Drum  water,  Mr.  Irvine  and  Mr.  Morrison  have 
a  score  of  fourteen  fish,  but  the  water  has  not  been 


Tkout  Flies.— The  trout  season  is  fast  approaching,  and 
anglers  should  now  have  their  rods,  reels,  and  waders  overhauled. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  greater  care  can  be  given  in  overhauling 
than  during  the  busy  season,  and  ample  time  can  be  allowed  for 
the  varnish  to  harden  thoroughly.  Flies  to  pattern  should  also 
be  ordered  now.  The  greatest  care  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Anglers  in  the  habit  of  dressing  their  own 
tliea  should  now  secure  their  material.  Selections  can  be  made 
up  to  suit  the  rerpiirements  of  salmon  or  trout  fly  dressers. — 
.7.  E.  Mii.LER  (Telephone  2li01),  Northern  Anglers'  Dop6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Xjoeds.   Tolograma:  "Piscatur,  Leeds.  " 


hard  fished.  On"the  Middle  Drum  section  (Colonel 
Perry's)  an  angler  had  a  fine  fish  of  291b. — the  top 
weight  of  the  Dee  as  yet.  On  the  Kingcausie 
water.  Professor  Cash  creeled  one  of  6Jlb.  on 
March  5,  while  Miss  Fortescue  had  two  of  81b.  and 
171b.,  and  J.  Shepherd,  keeper,  three  of  7Jlb.,  81b., 
and  181b.,  and  one  on  March  7  of  01b.  On  the 
Blairs  water,  one  or  two  fish  have  been  got,  but  the 
river  is  too  low  now  for  anything  like  half  a  chance 
of  sport.  Kelts  are  very  troublesome  in  all  the 
mid  and  lower  sections.  On  the  Ballogie  water, 
Mr.  Edmund  King  had  five  fish  for  week  ending 
March  5,  and  Mr.  S.  Hare  two  scaling  from  61b.  to 
81b.  On  Dess,  Mr.  H.  R.  Laing  had  one  of  81b.,  and 
McPherson  two  on  the  Sluie  section  of  10|lb. 
and  71b.  Captain  Quintin  Dick's  record  for 
the  week  on  the  Woodend  water  was  two  of  61b. 
and  191b.,  three  of  61b.,  O^^lo.,  and  141b.,  three  of 
6lb.,  7lb.,  and  7^1b.,  one  of  01b.,  one  of  71b.,  and 
three  of  61b.,  71b.,  and  81b. — in  all  thirteen  fish  in 
one  of  the  lowest  waters  and  in  the  teeth  of  most 
adverse  conditions.  Don. — Some  eight  anglers 
were  on  the  Kintore  water  on  March  5,  but  saw 
nothing  but  kelts.  The  river  is  teeming  with  them, 
and  a  fresh  is  anxiously  awaited  to  clear  them  out. 
On  March  0  the  keeper  on  Pitmedden  made  a 
smart  capture  of  two  poachers  with  some  200  trout 
in  their  bag,  which  weighed  over  501b.  They  are 
both  old  hands  at  the  game,  and  were  netting  the 
pools  as  they  went  along  the  margin  of  the  stream. 
Little  is  doing  on  the  Ythan  or  Ugie,  but  plenty  of 
fish  and  prospects  good  when  the  rivers  fill.  Later. — 
There  has  been  adecided  improvement  in  the  weather 
to  -  day  ( Wednesday ) — breo  zy,  but  dry  and  clear — and 
anglers  have  been  out  in  full  force  for  the  first  time 
since  Saturday.  Prospects  are  again  brightening, 
and  once  the  rivers  settle  sport  will  be  exceedingly 
good  all  round.  Conon. — On  the  Brahan  Castle 
water  Major  MacEwan  and  party  had  two  fish  of 
91b.  and  101b.  The  salmon  fi-hing  on  the  east 
coast  has  suffered  severely  from  storms  since  the 
season  opened,  and  the  damage  done  to  plant  has 
been  the  worst  experienced  for  years,  that  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  last  crowning  all,  scarcely  a 
whole  net  being  left  in^some  of  the  ^more  exposed 
places. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Sport  has  been  quiet  during 
the  past  week  in  the  Border  rivers  and  in  the 
Solway,  though  two  or  three  more  spring  fish  have 
been  landed.  Since  March  2  the  waters  have  been 
rather  clear,  more  especially  on  March  5  and  7- 
More  snow  fell  on  March  6,  and  rain  fell  heavily  on 
the  night  of  March  8,  which  brought  down  the 
rivers  in  small  flood.  Easterly  winds  have  prevailed, 
and  generally  the  weather  has  been  against  sport. 
The  Annan. — In  the  lower  end  of  Spittal  Pool,  on 
March  4,  Mr.  James  London,  Annan,  had  a  salmon 
of  ICIb.  with  the  gudgeon.  This  is  the  fifth  fish 
taken  by  the  same  angler  since  the  season  opened, 
the  respective  weights  being  91b.,  91b.,  191b.,  221b., 
and  161b.  In  the  cast  above  the  Spittal  on  Thursday 
(March  3)  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  a  visitor  and  well- 
known  bait  spinner,  landed  a  nice  spring  fish  of 
about  191b.  with  gudgeon.  Mr.  Campbell  landed  an 
unspawned  salmon  on  the  following  day,  but  he- 
returned  it  uninjured  to  the  river,  a  right  and 
proper  thing  to  do.  I  have  never  been  in  favour  of 
"  baggits  "  being  taken  in  any  river.  I  do  not  know 
exactly  the  law  on  the  matter,  but  if  it  is  legal  to 
kill  these  fish  in  the  early  spring,  then  the  sooner 
the  law  is  changed  the  better.  The  reason  for  my 
penning  these  words  is  this.  It  has  come  to  my 
knowledge  that  quite  a  number  of  salmon  (said  to 
be  all  unspawned)  have  been  killed  in  one  of  the 
Solway  rivers  and  given  out  as  spring  salmon. 
"  Baggits"  cannot  be  spring  salmon  in  any  sense  of 
the  term.  In  the  Mount  Annan  w^ater  on  Saturday, 
March  5,  an  Edinburgh  angler  landed  three 
salmon,  all  kelts,  out  of  the  Salmon  pool  at  the 
head  of  the  Mount  Annan  island.  These  were 
marked  and  put  back  into  the  river  after  the 
labels  had  been  attached  to  the  "dead"  fin. 
Many  salmon  have  been  caught  in  the  Hightae 
waters  of  the  Annan,  but  I  cannot  speak  as  to 
whether  these  were  unspawned  or  spring  fish.  At 
present  few  kelts  have  descended  from  the  spawning 
beds  to  the  lower  reaches,  and  it  will  probably  be 
the  end  of  April  before  they  are  all  cleared  out  of 
the  river  to  the  sea.  Trout  fishing  has  only  been 
tried  by  an  odd  rod  or  two  with  poor  results.  A  good 
deal  of  fly  have  hatched  out  within  the  past  ten  days, 
and  trout  have  been  rising  well  to  the  March  Brown. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — Few  anglers  have  been  out 
on  this  river,  and  the  only  salmon  landed  have  been 
kelts.  A  large  number  of  spent  fish  are  in  the 
upper  waters,  and  they  are  reported  as  dropping 
down  seawards.  Trout  fishing  in  the  Mid-Nithsdal© 
stretches  does  not  open  before  Monday  first.  The 
Mid-Nithsdalo  Association  held  their  annual  meeting 
last  week,  when  it  was  reported  that  severa4 
thousands  of  fry  are  to  be  placed  in  the  waters  neat 
to  Thornhill.  -In  the  lower  stretches  soma  keltSi 
have  been  landed  and  returned  to  the  waters.  Tail 
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Galloway  Rivees. — Anghng  has  been  somewhat 
disappointing  since  the  opening  of  the  rivers  in  this 
part  of  the  country.  Bleak  weather,  with  snow- 
storms, has  prevailed  since  last  week's  notes,  and 
the  higher  hills  and  dells  are  white  with  snow  at 
the  time  of  writing. — Heathekbell. 
Tay. — Sec  page  181. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 

The  rivers  have  been  in  bad  order  for  angling 
during  the  past  week,  owing  to  so  much  molted 
snow  in  the  water,  and  few  opportunities  have  been 
afiorded  for  salmon  anglintr.  At  Birgham,  on 
March  2,  Lord  Dunglass  caught  one  of  1 51b.,  Lord 
Gilford  one  of  211b.  On  March  5  Captain  Dundas 
one  of  4|lb.,  and  on  March  7  Lord  Dunglass  one  of 
15^1b.  At  Carham,  on  March  5,  Mr.  C.  Perkins  one 
of  181b.,  and  on  March  7  the  same  gentleman 
had  the  best  catch  of  the  season  so  far, 
namely,  five  salmon,  the  heaviest  being  151b. 
Three  salmon  were  got  on  the  Hendersyde  water 
during  the  week,  and  at  Sprouston  Mr.  Kidson  one. 
On  the  Teviot,  on  March  5,  Mr.  T.  Gibson  had  one 
of  6ilb.  To-day  (March  9)  the  rivers  rose  to  the 
extent  of  2ft.,  and  a  very  bad  colour  owing  to  so 
much  melted  snow. — Max\vheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bajidon  River  (co.  Cork). — On  Frewen's  water 
during  the  week  Mr.  T.  Olliffe  had  four  fresh  rua 
salmon,  91b.,  91b.,  llib.,  16Jlb.  On  Woodlands, 
J.  A.  Allman,  one,  17^1b.,  and  H.  Stanley,  one,  121b. 
At  Innishannon,  F.  C.  Stenning,  one,  81b.  At  Ban- 
don,  T.  W.  Ashton,  two,  8pb.,  101b.— W.  ILvynes 

A>'D  Sox. 

Belfast  and  District. — A  few  brace  of  trout 
only  were  got  on  the  six  principal  reservoirs,  and  on 
the  local  rivers  scarcely  anything  was  done.  On 
March  4  the  Antrim  Road  Basin,  the  private  water 
of  the  f  Ister  Anglers'  A.S3ociation,  was  netted. 
About  40  trout,  varying  from  ^Ib.  to  21b..  were 
taken  and  returned  again,  and  some  perch  and 
their  fry.  The  latter  were  destroyed.  N  one  of  the 
large  trout  supposed  to  be  in  the  water  were  netted. 
Quite  a  number  of  dead  trout — the  victim?  of  cor- 
morants— including  a  fine  male  fish  nearly  21b., 
were  drafted  up  from  the  bottom.  The  annual 
dinner  will  be  held  on  March  24. — .J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— River  high  but  getting 
fishable.  On  Careysville  fishery,  Mr.  J.  Jameson 
and  Mr.  Hamilton  Stubber  on  March  4  had  six 
salmon,  181b.,  201b.,  221b..  261b.,  271b.,  and  331b.  ; 
on  March  5,  two,  151b.  and  321b.  On  the  Ballyduff 
and  Mocollop  water.  Major  Breeks,  R.A.,  had  seven, 
9ilb.,  lOlK,  101b.,  lipb.,  181b.,  181b.,  and  231b., 
and  Mrs.  Breeks,  two,  111b.  and  171b. — W.  Haynes 
&  Son-. 

Boyne  and  Tributaries. — During  the  past  week 
the  river  has  been  in  excellent  order,  but  the 
easterly  gales  and  bitterly  cold  weather  drove  the 
fish  oft  those  fishings  where  the  river  runs  due  east 
and  west,  thus  sport  has  been  very  indifferent  on 
the  reaches  above  Slane  Castla  Fishei-y.  The  latter, 
however,  owing  to  its  sheltered  position,  has  given 
good  sport.  Mr.  G.  Tunstall  Moore  had  three  of  231b., 
151b.  and  1  lib. ;  Mr.  E.  Sclater  two  of  271b.  and  191b.; 
Mr.  C.  F.Watkins  four  of  281b.,  201b.,  17lb.  and  Ulb., 
and  the  fisherman  six,  211b.,  201b„  191b.,  181b.,  151b., 
and  111b.:  total,  fifteen.  On  Stacallen  I  hear  that  two 
were  got,  but  do  not  know  the  weights.  On  Lower 
Black  Castle  the  fisherman  had  three,  211b.,  191b. 
and  81b.  On  Upper  Black  Castle,  Mr.  Ley  had  one, 
231b.;  Mrs.  Ley  two,  191b.  and  181b.;  Mr.  Woolloy 
one,  171b.;  and  the  fisherman  one,  191b.  On  Black- 
water  Mill  Fishery,  Mr.  Sclater  had  three,  231b., 
161b.  and  141b.— Clarkt  Fly. 

Bnndrowes  (co.  Donegal).- The  weather  con- 
tinued bitterly  cold  and  stormy  during  the  past 
week,  and  the  river  very  hi>ih  and  discoloured.  Yet 
T,  Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  two  fresh-run  salmon  of 
l3lb.  and  101b.  on  March  4.  Major  Macbean  landed 
one  salmon  of  Ulb.  on  Feb.  25,  and  T.  Gilroy 
(keeper)  one  of  lO^lb.  on  same  day.  We  received 
ihe  report  of  the  latter  two  salmon  too  late  for  last 
peek's  report.    A  good  show  of  fresh-run  salmon  is 


in  the  river  this  woek,  and  many  of  them  seem 
running?  through  quickly  to  the  lake  (Melvin).— M. 
RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

East  Tyrone  RiverB.— The  Blackwator,  Ballin- 
derry,  etc.,  are  in  good  order,  but  the  bitterly  cold 
Weather  kept  trout  fishing  at  a  minimum.  There 
are  few  natural  flies  on  the  water.  Piko  are  on  the 
increase  in  both  rivers. — J.  A.  B. 

Brue  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Some  fine 
trout,  ranging  in  weight  from  lib.  to  31b.,  were  taken 
on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week,  and  where  trout- 
ing  will  now  be  excellent. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Eillaruey. — Unfavourable  weather  has  prevented 
good  sport,  and  the  waters  have  been  too  high. 
Some  good  takes  have  been  had  by  tho  nets  recently. 
At  time  of  writing  a  favourable  change  has  set  in, 
and  salmon  are  rising  better. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork). — River  has  been  in  nice 
fishing  order,  but  the  easterly  wind  has  kept  anglers 
indoors.  On  Warrenscourt  fishery,  Capt.  Rush- 
brooke  had  two  salmon,  71b.  and  101b. ;  and  General 
Dashwood,  one,  141b.  OnCarhue,  Capt.  llerrick,  one, 
9 Jib.  On  Nettleville,  Capt.  Herrick,  two,  9.}lb.  and 
181b.  AtCarrigadrohid.Mrs.St.  Leger Carter,  one,  91b. 
On  the  PowdermiUs,  S.  Haynes,  March  G,  four,  81b., 
lOlb.,  Ulb.,  and  121b.;  and  A.  C.  Kimpton  two, 
lOlb.,  111b.;  and  during  the  week  Colonel  Sillem 
had  ten,  71b.,  81b.,  8lb.,  81b.,  81b.,  91b.,  91b.,  lOlb., 
121b.  and  12lb.  On  Castlenich,  J.  O'Brien  two, 
91b.,  101b.  On  Connell's,  J.  Forrest  one,  S^lh.  On 
Mr.  Bass's  water,  F.  H.  Bass  three,  81b.,  81b.,  141b. 
At  Carrigrohane,  J.  O'Donnell  one,  7lb. ;  R.  Murphj' 
one,  71b. ;  and  J.  Caulfield  one,  7  jib. — W.  Haynes 
and  Son. 

Iiongh  Ciirrane.  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

The  following  are  the  details  of  sport  obtained  since 
last  report :  Feb.  4,  Major  G.  Crpsswell,  one  salmon, 
13Jlb.  ;  Denis  C'urrane,  one  111b.  Feb.  6,  James 
Ted  Sullivan,  one,  15jlb.  The  lake  at  time  of 
writing  is  falling  rapidly. — T.  .J.  D. 

Iiongh  Melvin. — The  lake  at  present  is  very 
high.  Mr.  Morrow,  when  spinning  for  trout,  hooked 
and  landed  a  nice  spring  salmon  of  91b.  on  March  5, 
and  two  brown  trout  of  3ilb.  and  21b.  The  lake  is 
now  beginning  to  get  into  fishing  order,  and  with 
milder  weather  good  salmon  and  trout  fishing  will 
at  once  be  had  on  the  lake. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pollen  fisheries  are  doing 
very  well  judging  by  the  despatch  of  fish  to  the 
cross  channel  markets,  and  the  fish  are  of  a  larger 
size  than  usual.  Trout  fishing  on  the  tributaries  is 
indifferent. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order, 
with  south  wind.  Spring  fish  are  coming  in  in 
good  numbers,  and  lying  in  the  pools.  Rod  fishing 
is  poor  owing  to  frost  at  night ;  the  weirs  are  doing 
fairly  well,  getting  some  fish  of  good  size.  Fishing 
is  sure  to  improve  during  the  week  as  the  water  is 
falling  fast.  Lough  Conn  is  well  stocked  with  fish, 
and  is  sure  to  give  good  sport  soon. — John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  aad  CuUeu  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  river  is  no  win  good  fishing  order  and 
a  good  many  clean  fish  are  showing  in  th^  pools.  My 
father,  J.  Hearnes,  on  the  7th  has  drawn  first  blood  by 
killing  a  171b.  salmon;  the  fish  was  hooked  between 
the  upper  bridge  and  the  salmon  weirs,  and  fought 
well  for  45  minutes,  but  had  to  surrender  to  my 
father's  new  fly,  namely.  King  Edward  VII.  Both 
loughs  are  lowering  fast. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — It  will 
be  another  week  before  salmon  anglers  can  settle 
down  to  salmon  fishing.  For  this  delay  we  have 
only  the  vicious  weather  to  blame.  Snow  which 
had  fallen  all  over  the  country  a  week  ago  is  still 
on  the  mountain  tops,  and  as  it  slowly  melts  into 
the  tributary  streams  and  is  carried  into  the  main 
river  it  proves  an  emetic  to  the  springers,  and  causes 
them  to  sulk  and  refuse  to  look  at  or  taste  the  daintiest 
fly  or  bait  offered  them.  The  shining  beauties 
are  with  us,  anyhow,  and  when  the  proper  time 
comes,  we  will  have  reason  to  rejoice.  As  regards 
the  state  of  the  water,  my  section  of  the  preserves 
is  the  only  one  in  good  form  now,  and  well  will  it 
be  for  the  salmon  and  trout  fisher.s  who  will  visit  it 
soon.  It  is  to  let  until  the  end  of  April,  May,  or 
June.  Capital  time  for  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout, 
especially  May  and  June. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).  — Weather  dry  but 
cold,  with  sharp,  bracing  winds.  The  river  is  falling, 
and  most  of  the  pools  will  probably  be  soon  in  first- 
rate  order.  On  Doonass  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed 
one  salmon  of  271b.  On  Hermitage  Mr.  W.  Turner 
killed  one  salmon  of  lO^lb.,  and  on  Newgarden  the 
same  gentleman  had  one  of  11  ^Ib. — -John  Enbight 
AND  Son. 


An  enormous  pike  caught  at  Chillington  Pool,  in 
Brewood,  Staffordshire,  seat  of  C.  F.  Gifford,  Esq., 
weighed  4Glb.,  and  measured  from  head  to  tail 
4ft.  Sin.  In  its  belly  was  found  a  trout  weighing 
4ilb.,  and  a  mole,  with  which  tho  fish  was  caught 
when  devouring  it. — County  Chronicle,  June,  1822. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Penaance.- -Sport  much  interrupted  by  strong 
winds,  but  weather  to-day,  March  9,  much  finer.  A 
few  boats  out;  catches,  five  score  whiting  down. 
Some  very  large  pollack  have  been  caught  in 
trammels  on  marks  fairly  close  homo,  several 
averaging  1 81b.  each.  We  hope  to  have  the  chance 
to  try  for  a  few  of  these  during  the  next  neaps. — 
J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — There  has  not  been  much  done  this 
last  week,  tho  weather  being  so  unsettled.  I  hear 
of  a  big  catch  of  mackerel  to  the  westward,  but  the 
markets  were  closed  and  they  were  sold  for  about 
3s.  per  120 — they  were  not,  I  believe,  in  very  good 
condition.  The  spring  pollack  will  soon  be  coming 
in  now,  and  may  be  looked  for  at  any  time.  Tho 
earliest  spots  for  them  are  the  Mewstone  and 
Rennies,  also  the  west  and  east  ends  of  the  Break- 
water. Whilst  writing  those  notes  I  am  looking 
over  the  bay,  and  can  see  a  lot  of  boats  making  their 
way  for  the  various  grounds,  but  whether  they  will 
get  there  or  be  obliged  to  run  in  again  on  account 
of  the  weather  I  cannot  say.  The  seas  are  very  big 
outside. — W.  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Southwold. — Until  Monday  last,  owing  to  gales 
and  high  seas,  fishing  of  all  kinds  was  quite  out  of 
the  question.  On  Monday,  however,  your  honorary 
correspondent  captured  four  codling  of  "i^h.,  71b., 
61b.,  and  41b.;  another  of  61b.  being  caught  by  J. 
Denny.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Wrightson  took  three 
codling  of  61b.,  5Jlb.,  and  4|lb. ;  and  to  day 
(Wednesday,  March  9)  he  managed  to  secure 
a  fine  cod  of  lOJIb.  and  another  of  61b.,  making 
561b.  in  three  days.  Mr.  Austin  also  took  codling  of 
51b.  Sport  is  therefore  looking  up  from  an  angler's 
point  of  view,  though  the  fishermen  complain  they 
are  unable  to  take  anything  worth  having.  A  big 
swell  is  in,  though  the  weather  yesterday  and  to-day 
has  been  perfect.  Let  us  hope  it  will  remain  so. — 
L.  B.  Wrightson  {B.S.A.S.). 


Ilssociaftons,  etc. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
At  the  last  meeting  only  two  cases  had  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  £10  voted.  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with 
many  thanks  the  receipt  of  £1  13s.  3d.,  Convivial 
A.S.,and£2  7s.  Od.,  Newbury  Piscatorials.  Demand 
for  membership  tickets  absolutely  dead.  Our  year 
ends  April  30 ;  surely  club  secretaries  can  get 
another  thirty-seven  names  necessary  to  bring  our 
numbers  to  2000.  Appeal  for  competition  piizea 
meeting  with  good  response ;  seventy  promised  to 
date,  and  hope  to  make  up  the  century.  Don't 
forget  the  date  —  March  20.  —  W.  H.  Barber, 
9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 

The  usual  monthly  delegate  meeting  was  held  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent 
Garden,  on  Monday  last,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore 
officiating  as  chairman.  An  important  letter  was 
received  from  the  Crystal  Palace  Company  con- 
cerning the  Piscatorial  Section  at  the  forthcoming 
International  Sports  Exhibition.  A  representative 
attended  and  explained  the  details.  Several  sug- 
gestions were  made  by  the  delegates,  who  promised 
to  lend  their  influence  to  make  the  exhibits  of 
stuffed  specimens  a  success.  The  Peckliam  Social 
Waltonians,  a  newly-formed  club,  starting  with 
thirty-five  members,  appHed  to  be  enrolled.  Their 
rules  being  of  a  satisfactory  nature,  it  was  agreed  to. 
An  important  discussion  ensued  as  to  the  desirabiUty 
of  either  adding  an  extra  sixpence  to  the  pri\alege 
ticket  or  requiring  each  club  to  send  an  annual 
donation  to  the  restocking  fund.  It  was  agreed  to 
refer  the  whole  question  to  the  committee  for  con- 
sideration and  report.  The  delegate  from  the 
Walham  Green  A.S.  intimated  that  liis  society  had 
paid  to  the  T.A.P.S.  sixteen  guineas  as  a  result  of 
their  recent  concert,  a  verj'  heartj'  vote  of  thanks 
being  accorded  Mr.  A.  Glass  and  liis  committee  for 
their  good  work.  The  \-isiting  officer  reported 
twenty-one  clubs  present  at  the  Cray  A.S.  Next 
visit  will  be  to  the  Crown  and  Buckland,  Jliddlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green,  on  Monday,  March  21. 
Delegates  were  urged  to  lend  their  support  to  the 
Lea  competition  on  March  20,  also  to  note  the 
Central  competition  has  been  postponed  until  the 
opening  of  next  season,  when  Mr.  J.  Levein  ^vjll  add 
a  splendid  silver  cup  to  the  prize  fist. 

City  oi-  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

There  was  a  very  pleasant  meeting  at  Broad  street 
Restaurant  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  C.  Salisbury 
presiding.  There  was  again  a  nice  show  of  fish,  but 
angling  reports  were  not  quite  so  numerous  as  last 
week.  A  fine  tray  of  good  dace  (from  Hampton 
Court)  was  shown  by  Mr.  W.  Lowe ;  two  nice 
chub  (from  Cookham)  were  exhibited — besides  roach 
— by  Mr.  Gilbert;  Mr.  Beamont  rep.irtsd  taking 
some  very  fine  roach  ;  Jlr.  Wol2  had  also  fished  at 
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Cookham,  but  did  not  send  details.  The  hon. 
librarian  (Mr.  Dryden)  exhibited  two  fish,  of  varieties 
not  often  shown — namely,  a  lump-fish,  Cyclopterus 
lumpus.  and  the  fish  so  often  read  of  but  so  seldom 
Been — the  fiying-fish-  The  ballot  box  went  round 
and  two  gentlemen  were  duly  added  to  the  list  of 
members,  there  being  also  several  applications  for 
membership.  The  hon.  secretary  announced  that  he 
would  be  glad  to  receive  back  at  once  any  supper 
tickets  that  members  may  be  unable  to  make  use  of, 
as  the  demand  is  large.  It  was  also  announced  that 
special  fishing  tickets  would  be  shortly  issued  for  the 
water  that  the  society  has  lately  acquired  on  t  he 
Colne  (extending  from  Wraysbury  Mills  to  Horton 
Bridge) ;  it  is  very  accessible  from  Wraysbury 
station  (S.W.R.).  Privileged  fare  from  Waterloo, 
23.  3d.,  and  from  Richmond  (N.L.R.)  Is.  3d.  In 
all  respects  the  members  of  the  society  may  greatly 
congratulate  themselves  on  the  acquisition  as  the 
water  is  a  very  good  one.  The  meeting  concluded 
with  the  usual  C.L.P.S.  toast,  and  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  ANGLiNa  Society. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Close  presided  at  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last.  A  communication  was 
received  from  the  Crystal  Palace  Company  relating 
to  piscatorial  exhibits  at  the  forthcoming  Sports  and 
Games  Exhibition,  to  open  in  May  next.  The 
further  consideration  of  this  matter  is  deferred  to  a 
future  meeting,  and  all  members  interested  should 
attend.  Members  who  have  not  made  application 
for  tickets  for  the  annual  dinner  on  March  22  should 
do  so  at  once.  Fishing  reports  ruled  better  this 
week.  Amongst  the  captures  must  be  specially 
mentioned  three  salmon  taken  by  Messrs.  Emery 
and  Zerfass,  and  which  were  on  view  during  the 
evening.  They  had  an  exceptional  day's  sport  on 
Saturday  last.  Mr.  Zerfass  landed  a  salmon  of 
IT^lb.  after  an  exciting  twenty  minutes'  sport,  and 
lost  another  of  about  the  same  weight.  Mr.  Emery 
landed  two  of  about  81b.  each,  lost  another  after  an 
exciting  tussle,  and  rose  four  more,  but  they  came 
short.  He  also  took  a  trout  of  2Jlb.,  several  sea- 
trout,  and  a  jack  of  8^1b.  All  the  fish  taken  were 
in  splendid  condition.  Needless  to  say,  the  health 
of  the  successful  anglers  was  drunk  with  the  utmost 
enthusiasm.  Other  captures  were :  Seven  pike  by 
Dr.  Spencer ;  dace  and  chub  by  Mr.  M.  F.  Gray  ; 
thirty  pike  (largest  1  lib. )  by  Mr.  W.  P.  Salmond ; 
roach  from  Kelvedon  by  Messrs.  Hicks  (largest  l^lb.), 
Gill,  and  T.  W.  Bowman.  Mr.  R.  Stanley  will  read 
his  paper  on  "  Things  that  Happen  when  we  go 
Fishing  "  on  Tuesday  next,  and  a  good  attendance 
of  members  should  result. — Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting,  but  angling  reports  were  conspicuous  by 
their  absence.  A  large  batch  of  new  members  was 
submitted  for  election,  the  result  of  the  balloting 
being  highly  satisfactory.  Lovers  of  birds — and 
most  fishermen  are  such — have  a  real  treat  in  store 
for  them,  as  next  Monday  the  president  of  the 
society  will  read  a  paper  on  "  British  Finches." 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  is  so  thoroughly  au  fait  with  all 
that  concerns  birds  and  bird  Kfe  that  an  unusually 
pleasant  and  enjoyable  evening  can  be  distinctly 
promised  "  in  advance." — Hon.  Sec. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. 

A  special  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on  Friday 
evening,  March  18,  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  up 
the  prize  list  and  to  settle  the  date  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  prizes  won  at  Windsor  on  Jan.  17  last. 
Will  donors  kindly  oblige  by  sending  up  their  prizes 
at  an  early  date,  so  that  the  list  can  be  prepared. — 
A.  G.  Smith. 


Eye  (Suffolk)  Angling  Club. 

The  annual  meeting  and  smoking  concert  were 
held  recently,  when  a  goodly  number  of  members 
and  friends  assembled.  The  president  and  vice- 
president  occupied  the  chair  during  the  evening. 
The  hon.  secretary's  report  and  balance-sheet  were 
considered  very  satisfactory.  The  chairman  then 
presented  the  prizes  won  during  the  past  year, 
amongst  the  principal  chib  prize  winners  being : 
Messrs.  A.  H.  Beckett,  C.  Torbell,  D.  Goode;ham, 
H.  E.  Leggett,  and  E.  H.  Peck,  Many  other  valu- 
able prizes  given  by  the  president,  Mr.  'J'.  S.  Steven- 
son, M.P.,  the  Mayor,  Mr.  C.  Tacon,  and  others, 
were  won  by  Messrs.  Beckett,  Torbell,  Gooderham, 
Leggett,  Martin,  Peck,  Till,  Watkins,  Read,  etc. 
One  pri/.e  uiven  by  Mr.  E.  Bond  was  for  the  best 
yam  founded  on  some  incident  occurring  during 
the  competitions,  to  be  read  at  the  annual  meeting ; 
this  produced  several  amusing  papers,  the  winner 
being  Mr.  A.  H.  Burrows.  Toasts  and  songs  con- 
trioutei  to  make  up  a  na'^st  pleasant  evening. — 

WAVEN£Y. 


Pfovineial  flngliiig  Jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  my  notes  last  week  I  briefly  alluded  to  the 
forthcoming  show  of  specimen  fish  at  the  Trades 
Exhibition  at  Bingley  Hall,  wliich  opens  on  March 
24  next.  The  display  this  year  will  exceed  all  those 
of  previous  years,  as  there  will  be  on  view  over  500 
cases  of  fish,  which  will  be  arranged  so  as  to  extend 
the  whole  length  of  the  left-hand  side  of  the  gallery. 
A  new  feature  will  be  introduced  in  the  shape  of  a 
stand  in  the  middle,  wliich  will  demonstrate  the  art 
of  rod-making  and  repairing,  and  will  also  have  on 
sale  all  lands  of  the  latest  fishing  appliances.  The 
prize-money  given  by  Mr.  G.  Stanley  will  be  in 
excess  of  last  year,  and  as  a  large  number  of  fresh 
cases  will  be  exhibited,  it  will  be  found,  from  a 
coarse  fisherman's  point  of  view,  that  the  show  will 
be  far  superior  to  anything  seen  in  the  Midlands 
before.  A  very  important  matter  which  I  brought 
before  the  notice  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
some  years  ago,  re  the  extension  of  time  granted  to 
anglers  by  the  railway  companies :  the  railway 
tickets  as  now  issued  are  for  the  day  of  issue  and  the 
two  following  days.  But  when  the  distance  is  over, 
say,  thirty  miles,  it  would  be  to  the  benefit  of  the 
railway  companies  and  also  the  anglers  if  the  exten- 
sion of  time  were  made  one  day  longer.  It  takes 
some  time  to  reach  some  of  the  out-of-way  places, 
and  some  of  the  long-distance  places  it  takes  a 
whole  day  to  reach  and  a  day  for  the  return  journey, 
so  that  it  only  leaves  one  clear  day  for  fisliing.  As 
a  consequence  these  long-distance  places  are  very 
seldom  visited,  but  if  an  extension  of  time  were 
granted,  these  places  would  be  better  patroni.sed,  and 
the  railway  companies  would  reap  the  benefit.  If 
tliis  matter  is  placed  before  the  companies  in  the 
way  indicated,  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  con- 
cession will  be  granted.  Owing  to  the  changeable 
state  of  the  weather  some  half-dozen  of  our  clubs 
have  had  to  postpone  their  bye  contests  until  the 
opening  of  the  season.  The  Gun  Society  have 
altered  their  date  to  March  13,  when  they  are 
due  at  Lapworth.  March  6  was  a  wretched 
day,  and  we  have  had  snow,  hail,  rain,  and  fogs 
since,  and  angUng  matters  have  been  more  than 
quiet. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  wintry  weather  which  prevailed  last  week 
considerably  hampered  angling  operations,  never- 
theless a  good  deal  of  sport  was  obtained  during 
the  fine  intervals.  It  is  a  long  time  since  roach 
were  so  active,  and  those  who  fished  the  tributaries 
of  the  Witham  and  the  middle  and  lower  reaches  of 
the  Forty-foot  had  a  busy  time.  Operating  from 
boats  at  the  confluence  of  the  Sleaford  Canal  anglers 
have  taken  fish  weighing  up  to  lib.  apiece,  mostly 
with  the  dew  worm.  Some  portions  of  the  Bain  did 
not  fish  quite  up  to  their  usual  standard  of  excellence, 
but  the  sv^ms  above  Coningsby  Mill  were  an 
exception,  and  some  fine  roach  were  killed  with 
the  maggot.  Forty-foot  anglers  have  done  best 
at  Swineshead  and  along  the  reaches  south  of 
Donington  Biidge.  Although  the  season  is  now 
getting  well  advanced,  it  is  interesting  to  note  what 
enthusiasm  is  displayed  amongst  the  roach  rods. 
Pike  fishing  has  not  been  prosecuted  with  so  much 
vigour,  although  there  has  been  quite  a  number  of 
rods  out  on  some  waters.  Both  on  the  Witham  and 
Forty-foot  fish  have  been  captured  weighing  up  to 
7lb.  Notwithstanding  sport  has  fluctuated  the 
takes  on  the  whole  have  been  satisfactory.  The 
weather  was  much  milder  at  the  time  of  writing 
(Tuesday),  and  this  should  conduca  to  improved 
sport. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

From  the  top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull  and 
Driffield  Canal  several  nice  roach  have  been  secured 
going  from  fib.  to  lib.  each.  Taldng  it  on  the 
wliole  it  has  been  the  worst  season  experienced  for 
many  years.  On  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  the 
Lvidd,  and  Ancholme  catches  were  only  poor  com- 
pared with  previous  seasons.  I  hear  that  the  Ludd 
Commissioners  have  had  some  bream  turned  into 
the  river,  which  will  no  doubt  prove  a  great  adjunct 
for  anglers  visiting  this  river,  which  abounds  with 
perch  and  roach.  The  trout  season  opens  on  the 
River  Hull  and  its  tributaries  on  March  16,  and  from 
all  accovmts  promises  fairly  well.  To-day  (Wednes- 
day) has  been  piercing  cold,  yet  much  finer  than 
last  week. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Robin  Hood  A.S.  have  delayed  until  now 
arranging  their  programme  for  the  coming  season  in 
order  to  avoid,  if  possible,  any  clashing  with  premier 
fixtures.  This  is  a  liighly  praiseworthy  resolve,  and 
worthy  of  emulation  by  other  and  more  pretentious 
bodies  of  anglers.    The  BoUin  has  opened  with  fair 


promise  of  good  sport  amongst  the  trout.  The  few 
fish  reported  as  caught  are  in  very  good  condition, 
but  only  a  robust  angler  can  wdthstand  the  weather 
whilst  catcliiiig  them.  This  week-end  the  river 
should  be  in  good  order,  and  good  catches  made  ; 
the  best  flies  are  the  usual  early  patterns.  A  fevfr 
really  good  fish  have  been  taken  from  Lake  Winder- 
mere, which  fully  justifies  popular  advice  in  advo- 
cating this  water  as  an  early  and  productive  one. 
The  news  from  Warrington  is  remarkably  uninte- 
resting ;  the  most  striking  item  is  that  dealing  with 
a  promotion  at  the  local  savings  bank  of  Mr.  VV.  A. 
Proud,  a  popular  angler,  to  the  poijition  of  actiuiry 
from  that  of  cashier.  Mr.  Proud  is  highly  respected, 
and  his  promotion  is  a  well  won  tribute  to  years  of 
honoured  service. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Next  Tuesday  the  Manchester  A.  A.  hold  their 
usual  monthly  meeting.  Part  of  the  business  will 
be  a  paper  by  Mr.  J.  Arthur  Hutton,  on  "  Some 
Sea-trout  Fishing  in  Norway."  The  council  of  the 
association  announce  with  pleasure  the  acquisition 
of  the  Crown  Inn  fishing,  so  that  now  they  have  an 
unbroken  length  of  the  Ribble  of  about  fourteen 
miles,  from  Ribblehead  to  Helwith  Bridge.  The 
Craven  A.S.  on  Tuesday  last  disposed  of  their  social 
event  at  the  Regent  Hotel,  Councillor  Hampson  pre- 
siding over  a  fairly  numerous  assembly.  "The  lead- 
ing item  of  interest  was  a  lecture  to  the  members 
and  their  friends  by  a  local  angler.  The  usual 
bi-monthly  meeting  of  the  County  Palatine  A.A. 
was  held  in  this  city  on  Thursday  last,  too  late  for 
notice  this  week.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  are  very 
much  in  evidence  just  at  present ;  the  recent 
concert  was  a  big  success.  The  annual  dinner  takes 
place  on  April  18,  and  they  are  arranging  for  a 
lecture  by  Dr.  Chapman  on  the  anatomy  of  fish. 
Two  new  members  have  been  accepted,  and  they 
have  decided  to  close  their  private  water  from 
March  15  to  June  16. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

At  the  p?riod  of  writing  the  Trent  was  rising  j 
rapidly,  and  fishing,  other  than  tight- floating  for  ' 
roach,  bream,  and  chub,  was  out  of  the  question. 
Moreover,  the  weather  seemed  very  much  unsettled.  ' 
Prior  to  the  change,  anglers  using  the  live  bait  * 
caught  pike  in  the  backwaters  at  Hazleford  (on  the  ' 
island),  Hoveringham,  and  Staythorpe  ;  whilst  odd 
specimens  were  taken  at  Weston  and  Shardlow.  '■ 
Roach  were  creeled  with  the  tail-end  of  the  lob- 
worm at  Clifton  and  Wilford,  where  two  com- 
petitions promoted  by  city  clubs  were  decided.  '. 
Pegged  down  conditions  were  enforced,  and  scarcely 
a  competitor  scored,  the  wind  being  too  strong  and 
adverse  for  a  float  to  be  properly  employed.  On 
Monday,  at  the  Notts  Assizes,  a  most  important 
case   as  regards  angling  and  other   rights  was  ■, 
commenced.  It  lasted  throughout  Tuesday,  and  was  i 
not  then  concluded,  the  judge  (Mr.  Justice  Wills) 
stating  that  the  legal  questions  involved  would 
require  another  long  day's  discussion  in  London. 
The  plaintiffs  were  the  Trent  Navigation  Company, 
and  the  defendant  Mr.  J,  C.  Walker,  the  hon.  sec. 
of  the  Beeston  Angling  Society.    Plaintiffs  claimed 
as  their   private  property    the    enclosed  island 
adjoining  Beeston  Weir.    The  fishery  rights  were 
claimed  by  Mr.  Charlton,  of  Chilwell,  the  lord  of 
the  manor.    Many  old  Acts  of  Parliament  and  deeds 
were  put  in,  and  on  the  night  of  the  second  day 
of  the  trial  the  learned  judge  intimated  that  he  i 
should  be  compelled  to  reserve  his  decision  pending 
further  legal  arguments  in  the  metropolis.  Witnesses 
— anglers  more  or  less — were  examined,  and  the 
hearing  of  the  case  created  very  great  interest  in  a 
well-filled  court. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  rivers  are  again  nearly  bankful  of  very  high- 
coloured  water  caused  by  heavy  rain  up  to  Monday 
night  and  all  angling  put  a  stop  to,  and  there  seems 
no  prospect  of  any  sport  among  the  coarse  fish 
before  the  close  season  commences.  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  single  trout  having  been  taken,  but  a  few 
days  ago  when  the  water  was  fining  down  a  few  very 
fine  roach  were  taken  in  the  Avon,  and  Mr.  Slann, 
host  of  the  Ketch  Inn,  near  Worcester,  caught  a 
fine  perch  between  21b.  and  31b.  in  the  Severn, 
using  a  worm  as  bait,  and  his  fish  is  being  set  up. 
The  Worcester  United  Working  Men's  Club  held 
their  annual  smoking  concert  at  their  headquarters, 
the  Turk's  Head  Inn,  Lowesmore,  on  Friday 
evening  last.  Mr.  Harry  Price  was  in  the  chair, 
Mr.  S.  Webb,  the  president,  in  the  vice-chair.  The 
room  was  simply  crammed.  Letters  of  apology  were 
received  from  the  Hon.  G.  H.  Allsopp,  M.P.,  Mr.  L.  F. 
Higgs,  President  of  the  Worcester  and  District  A.A., 
and  other  patrons  of  the  club.  An  excellent  selec- 
tion of  first-rate  songs  and  duets  was  given  in 
.xcollent  style.  Mr.  H.  Bourne  efficiently  presided  I 
t  the  piano. 
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FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  Ouse  and  Foss  have  not  improved, 
■   being  in  a  very  muddy  condition,  and  consequently 
angling  has  been  at  a  standstill.    AV'e  read  in  the 
"Anglers'  Calendar"  that  pike,  carp,  perch,  dace, 
f  gudgeon,  roach,  and  chub  wiU  bite  during  tliis 
month,  but  most  coarse  fishermen  for  some  time  past 
have  not  had  the  cliance  to  try  their  luck  with  rod 
and  line.    Shovild  it  be  presented,  they  will  need  no 
•  reminder  that  the  best  time  for  casting  bait  for  any 
i   of  the  fish  enumerated  above  is  the  middle  of  the 
i   day  in  eddies  and  shallows.  Meanwhile,  anglers  find 
time  to  examine  their  tackle  for  active  days,  wliicli 
1   they  trust  are  in  store.    The  trout  season  opens  on 
March  16,  and  the  prospects  at  the  present  time  are 
I   not  bright.    On  March  8,  at  their  headquarters,  the 
I   Bay  Horse  Hotel,  Marygate,  the  York  and  District 
I   Amalgamation  of  Anglers  held  a  meeting,  at  which 
a  resolution  was  passed  to  accept  clubs'  or  private 
members  if  two-tlurds  of  any  general  meeting  be  in 
favour  of  such  acceptance.    It  was  announced  that 
the  close  season  for  the  River  Ouse  was  an  accom- 
plished fact,  and  would  be  published  shortly. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Harsh,  cold  east  winds  have  been  much  in  evi- 
dence since  last  notes,  and  sport  has  been  backward. 
,  Lake  fishing  was  quite  impossible  on  some  days. 
'  Sea  angling  has  not  been  generally  resumed,  and  at 
'  those  places  where  anglers  have  been  out  sport  has 
I   been  unsatisfactory. 


ilofcs  from  f^c  iTorf^. 

Angling  in  a  snowstorm  is  not  the  fruitless  game 
it  looks.  Just  when  the  first  heavy  flakes  fall  and 
again  when  they  are  going  off  are  the  fatal  moments 
for  a  rise.  ^ 


If  anyone  can  swear  that  the  finnock  got  on  the 
tidals  just  now  are  kelts  he  should  report  the  matter 
to  the  local  fishery  bo^rd.  It  is  high  time  a  case 
wa.s  made  of  thoss  who  kill  kelts,  and  kelt  finnock 
are  illegal. 


I  am  killing  finnock  daily  in  twos  and  threes,  but 
fuOy  one-half  of  what  I  bank  are  returned  as  foul 
fish.  This  is  always  the  case  in  the  spring,  both 
with  salmon  and  all  fish  of  the  Salmonidce  order. 


Mr.  George  Davidson,  Wellwood,  has  had  thirty- 
four  fish  to  his  own  rod  on  the  Park  Dee  water 
since  the  opening.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil 
reaahes  thirty,  forty-two,  and  fifty-one  fish  were 
got  during  the  opening  weeks,  but  almost  nothing 
since. 


The  brown  trout  season  opened  on  March  1,  but 
it  will  be  April  1  before  angling  is  really  begun. 

Mr. '  Dent,  London,  along  with  Mrs.  Dent  and 
party,  will  again  fi.sh  the  Deveron  at  Huntly 
(private  water).  Mrs,  Dent  is  an  expert  trout 
angler,  and  u.5ually  runs  up  a  good  score. 


The  best  finnock  or  brown  trout  flies  for  March 
and  April  are  the  March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear, 
Greenwell's  Glory,  Corncrake,  Blue  Dun,  Blue- 
bottle, and  some  of  the  fancies,  such  as  Wickham's 
or  Hoffman's,  or  a  Professor. 


The  Brahan  Castle  waters  of  the  Conon  have  been 
let  for  March,  and  the  lessee  has  taken  up  his 
quarters  at  the  Conon  Bridga  Hotel. 


A  sturgeon  brought  by  a  trawler  into  the 
Aberdeen  market  last  week  measured  fully  6ft.,  and 
weighed  1261b.    It  was  sold  for  £5,  and  spnt  south. 

Special  Scotch. 


MRS.  BANCROFT'S  VISIT  TO  LADY 
BYRON. 

W'e  have  taken  advantage  of  our  leisure  to  drive 
a  little  into  the  coimtrj',  and  on  Tuesday  I  had  a 
plea-sure  of  the  highest  order  in  driving  down  to 
Esher,  and  passing  a  quiet  day  with  Lady  Byron, 
the  widow  of  the  poet.  She  is  an  intimate  friend 
of  Mim  Murray,  who  has  long  wished  us  to  see  her 
and  desired  her  to  name  the  day  for  our  visit. 

Esher  i.s  a  little  village  about  sixteen  miles  from 
London,  and  Lady  Byron  has  selected  it  as  her  resi- 
dence, though  her  estates  are  in  Leicestershire, 
bocau.se  it  is  near  Lord  and  Lady  Lovelace,  her  only 
child,  the  "  Afla "  of  poetry.  We  went  in  our 
own  carriage,  taking  Miss  Murray  with  us,  and  as 
the  country  is  now  radiant  with  blossoms  and  glow- 
ing green,  the  drive  itself  \vm  very  agr-r!eablo.  Wo 
arrived  at  two  o'clock,  anrl  found  only  Lady  Byron 
with  the  second  boy  of  Lady  Lovelace  arid  his  tutor. 


Lady  Byron  is  now  about  fifty-five,  and  with  tlio 
remains  of  an  attractive,  if  not  brilliant,  beauty. 
She  has  extremely  delicate  features,  and  very  pale 
and  finely  delicate  skin  ;  a  tone  of  voice  and  manner 
of  the  most  trembling  refinement,  with  a  culture  and 
strong  intellect,  almost  masculine,  but  which  betrays 
itself  under  such  sweet  and  gentle  and  unobtrusive 
forms  that  one  is  only  led  to  perceive  it  by  slow 
degrees.  She  is  the  most  modest  and  unosten- 
tatious person  one  can  well  conceive.  .  .  .  She 
lives  simply,  and  the  chief  of  her  large  income  (you 
know  she  was  the  rich  Miss  Milbank)  she  devotes  to 
others.  .  .  .  After  lunch  she  wished  me  to  see 
a  little  of  the  country  around  Esher,  and  ordered  her 
ponies  and  small  carriage  for  herself  and  me,  while 
Mr.  Bancroft  and  Miss  Murray  walked.  We  went 
first  to  the  royal  seat,  Claremont,  where  the  Princess 
Charlotte  lived  so  happily  with  Leopold,  and  where 
she  died.  Its  park  adjoins  Lady  Byron's,  and  the 
Queen  allows  her  a  private  key  that  she  may  enjoy 
its  exquisite  grounds.  Here  we  left  the  pedestrians 
while  Lady  Byron  took  me  a  more  extensive  drive, 
as  she  wished  to  show  me  some  of  the  heaths  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  are  covered  with  furze,  now 
one  mass  of  yellow  bloom. — From  "  Letters  from 
England  in  1846-49,"  by  Mes.  George  Bancroft, 
in  the  March  Scribner's. 


NOTES  FROM  YORKSHIRE. 


Good  Report  from  the  Tanfield  Club. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Tanfield  AngUng  Club 
was  held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Leeds,  on  Wednesday, 
March  2,  with  Mr.  W.  D.  Arton  in  the  chair.  The 
hon.  secretary  in  his  report  stated  that  although  the 
past  season  had  been  universally  acknowledged  to 
have  been  one  of  the  worst  on  record,  he  was  pleased 
to  say  that  sport  had  been  fully  up  to  the  average, 
and  some  very  good  baskets  of  trout  and  grayling 
had  been  made  ;  the  latter  fish  had  also  shown  a 
great  improvement  in  size.  The  club  is  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition,  having  a  full  complement  of 
members  and  many  on  the  books  waiting  for  admis- 
sion. Mr.  B.  E.  Fisher  was  elected  hon.  treasurer, 
and  Mr.  F.  M.  Walbran  was  re-elected  hon.  secretary. 
The  Knaresborough  Club. 
The  twenty-eighth  annual  meeting  of  the  Knares- 
borough Angling  Club  was  held  at  the  Elephant  and 
Castle  Hotel,  Knaresborough,  on  Friday,  Feb.  5, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Craven  in  the  chair.  Several  alterations 
were  made  in  the  rules,  one  being  that  in  future  the 
number  of  members  be  Umited  to  thirty.  The  Earl 
of  Harewood  was  re-elected  president,  Mr.  A.  Sellers 
and  Mr.  C.  F.  Smith  were  elected  hon.  secretaries, 
and  Mr.  Alfred  Walton  was  re-elected  hon.  treasurer. 
A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  F.  Wol- 
stenhohne  on  his  retiring  from  the  position  of  one  of 
the  hon.  secretaries  of  the  club,  after  a  connection 
extending  over  twenty-eight  years.  I  may  add  that 
Mr.  W.'s  retirement  is  due  to  change  of  residence. 
Ever  since  I  began  to  associate  with  noted  Yorkshire 
anglers  has  the  name  of  Wolstenholme  been  a  shining 
light.  The  Knaresborough  Club  has  a  beautifid 
stretch  of  water  on  the  Nidd,  and  may  certainly  be 
classed  as  being  one  of  the  first-class  angUng  clubs 
of  Yorkshire. 

Scarcity  of  Pike — Abundance  of  Dace. 
It  is  very  interesting  to  note  how  the  inevitable 
laws  of  Nature  bring  about  a  proper  balance  of 
things.  In  the  early  days  of  the  Tanfield  Angling 
Club  there  were  a  good  many  pike  in  the  water,  and 
the  edict  was  given  that  they  had  to  be  extermi- 
nated by  any  means,  fair  or  foul.  Accordingly 
trimmers  were  laid,  netting  was  resorted  to,  and  the 
river  watcher  had  orders  given  to  him  to  do  his  best 
to  get  them  out.  Of  late  years  these  drastic 
measures  have  borne  good  fruit,  for  at  the  present 
time  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  a  pike  at  all  in  the 
whole  seven  miles  over  wliich  the  club's  water 
extends.  Now  mark  the  result.  Whereas,  five  years 
ago,  perhaps  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  dace  were 
caught  in  a  year,  during  the  past  season  between 
three  and  four  hundred  dace  were  taken.  Pike  affect 
dace  greatly,  and  therefore  the  whole  thing  is  fully 
explained.  Anyhow,  the  dace  is  one  of  the  most 
harmless  of  fish,  and  as  several  of  the  members  of 
the  club  frequently  like  to  spend  an  off-day  amongst 
thoMi,  thoir  presence  can  be  tolerated  far  better  than 
that  of  Enox  lucius. 

Many  Trout— Few  Grayling. 
Then  again  formerly,  say  twenty-five  years  ago, 
the  Yore  at  Tanfield  was  full  of  fine  grayhng,  run- 
ning up  to  lib.  in  weight  and  occasionally  a  bit  over. 
In  the  November  of  1881  I  killed  561b.  of  grayling 
in  four  days,  but  I  defy  anyone  to  do  it  now.  And 
what  is  the  reason  in  this  case  ?  I  will  tell  you. 
Every  year  for  ten  years  has  the  Tanfield  Anghng 
Club  turned  in  from  four  to  fivo  thousand  yoarUng 
trout.  Since  then  the  grayling  have  undoubtedly 
declined  both  in  sizo  and  numbers,  evidently  ousted 
by  the  trout.    And  still  the  parrot  cry  continues 


that  grayhng  ruin  the  trout  fishing.  It  is  utter  rot 
to  say  such  a  thing.  Lot  us  take  another  formerly 
noted  grayling  water,  at  one  time  undoubtedly  the 
best  in  Yorkshire,  that  belonging  to  the  Burnsall 
Club.  In  1888  the  fish  averaged  |lb.,  and  plenty  of 
them  ran  up  to  IJlb. — Halcyon  in  Weekly  Edition 
of  Leeds  Mercury. 

REPORT  FROM  THE  TAY. 
(Arrived  too  late  for  classification.) 

The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been  of  a  rough 
wintry  description.  Thriughout  Saturday  night 
(March  .'))  and  all  Sunday  (March  6)  snow  fell  to  a 
depth  of  several  inches,  while  on  Mon  lay  (March  7) 
it  softened  down  to  a  steady  rain.  The  river  U  at 
present  running  too  low  for  angling,  but  all  things 
considered  a  very  fair  number  of  fish  have  beea 
obtained.  The-e  is  an  immense  quantity  of  snow 
on  the  hills,  and  until  warmer  weather  aeti  in  and 
the  snow  is  melted  off  good  spoit  can  ha-dly  be 
expected.  The  following  are  notes  of  tha  principal 
takes  reported : — 

Upper  Stanley. — Fishing  this  water  on  March  3. 
Captain  Montague  Macd maid,  of  St.  Martin's,  killed 
two  salmon  of  15Jb.  and  16|lb.,  and  on  March  8 
another  two  of  161b.  and  IT^jlb.,  while  Captain 
Stringer  killed  one  fish  of  20lb.  on  Lower  Stanley. 

Upper  Battleby. — Captain  C.  Milburne  and 
Captain  Dymond,  fishing  this  beat  on  March  4, 
killed  one  fish  of  131b. 

Lower  Battleby. — On  March  3  Captain  Mil- 
burne and  Captain  Dymond  had  two  salmon  of 
181b.  and  11  lb.  On  March  5  Captain  Dymond 
killed  one  of  161b.,  and  the  boatman  one  of  51b.  on 
March  8.  Fishing  Dalguise  water  on  March  4,  Mr. 
J.  A.  Park  killed  one  fish  of  IJlb.,  and  on  March  5 
Mr.  Wm,  Herring  one  of  171b.  on  the  Dunkeld 
stretch. 

Delvine  Water.  —  Colonel  George  Chrystie, 
fishing  this  beat  on  March  2,  had  one  salmon  of 
14lb.,  while  on.  March.  5  Dr.  Sym©  laioddd.  0119  of 
201b. 

TuMMEL.  —  Fishing  the  Faskally  water  of  the 
Tummel  on  March  4,  Mr.  P.  M.  Coats  (Paisley) 
landed  one  salmon  of  151b. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Preserved  Water).— On  March  2, 
Mr.  John  Rankin  (Glasgow)  killed  two  fish  of  271b. 
and  161b;  Mr.  C.  D.  Rankin  (Glasgow)  one  of  221b. 
on  March  3 ;  Mr.  Walker  (Liverpool)  one  of  181b. 
on  March  4;  Mr.  J.  Rankin  on3  of  201b.  on 
March  5;  Mr.  G.  Wihon  one  of  I61b.  on  March  7  ; 
and  Mr.  Walker  one  of  171b.  on  March  8.      A.  A. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

With  Mr.  R  J.  Gordon  in  the  chair,  the  usual 
members'  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday,  March  9, 
and  well  attended.  Reports  from  agents  were 
scant.  Mr.  Rowe,  the  agant  at  Penzance,  announced 
having  purchased  a  third  boat,  a  26ft.  sailing  gig, 
and  quoted  a  very  moderate  inclusive  tarifi  charge 
to  members.  At  Llandudno  there  had  been  large 
takes,  lining  ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Raymen,four  in  a  boat, 
took  1027  fish  in  four  hours,  abundantly  showing 
fish  about,  even  at  this  season. 

A  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson,  the  hon. 
curator,  from  the  Natural  History  Museum  at  South 
Kensington,  thanking  the  society  for  contributions 
of  specimen  fish,  was  read. 

Mr.  Pickup  reported  that  a  very  large  attendance 
for  the  dinner  at  the  Cafe  Monico,  on  Wednesday, 
March  16,  was  already  assured. 

Conversation  then  diverged  to  various  topics  of 
interest  ;  the  proceedings  at  the  conference  of 
trawlers  convened  by  Mr.  Doughty,  M.P.  for 
Grimsby,  were  noted  with  lively  satisfaction,  and 
the  appointment  of  an  Advisory  Board  to  confer 
with  Ministers  approved.  The  e\'idenc6  now  being 
given  before  the  Lords'  Committee  on  the  new 
Fishery  Bill  was  commented  upon.  The  varieties 
of  lines — braided,  cable  laid,  and  twisted — led 
to  a  very  interesting  discussion.  The  immense 
superiority  of  wire  lines  being  again  dwelt  upon, 
especially  in  strong  tides.  Dr.  J.  Simpson  Ladell 
handed  to  the  chairman  a  tag  found  attached  to  a 
lib.  plaice  at  Billingsgate  Market  at  the  end  of  1903 
composed  of  two  bone  and  one  metal  disc  riveted 
with  thick  wire.  The  discs  were  all  marked  D3  and 
824.  The  secretary  would  value  a  communication 
indicating  the  place  where  this  fish  was  turned  loose  ; 
unfortunately  it  was  found  impossible  to  trace  the 
trunk  it  came  out  of  and  place  of  capture. 

The  next  ordinary  meeting  will  be  held  on, 
Wednesday,  March  23 — subject,  "The  Whiting," 
opened  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Gordon.  On  March  30  the 
opening  of  the  spring  sea  ang'ing  sea-on  will 
be  dealt  with.  Members  were  urged  to  assist  the 
entertainment  sub  -  committee  by  volunteering 
papers  on  suitable  subjects,  and  if  unable,  to  at 
at  any  rate  send  in  suggestions  as  to  subjects  that 
would  be  acceptable  and  interesting.  H.  P. 
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March. 

Rude  Boreas  wakes,  peevish  from  winter's  sleep, 

Like  a  huge  bear  from  lethargy  arisen 
Whose  slumberous  season  has  been  long  and  deep, 

And  now  he  joys  that  snows  no  more  imprison. 
But  he  is  fitful — hke  a  wakened  child — 

He  rises,  frets  and  moans  with  grievous  cries  ; 
He  fiercely  shrieks  with  thunderous  tones  and  wild, 

Then  sinks  to  rest,  and,  gently  sobbing,  dies. 
'Tis  Goddess  Spring  that  sends  him  to  his  death, 

Her  virgin  voice  stills  his  despotic  sway ; 
And  soon  beneath  her  buoyant,  balmy  breath, 

Bird,  bud,  and  bloom  will  brighten  all  the  day. 
Then  welcome  March,  although  thy  winds  are  cold, 
Thou  speak'st  of  Love  and  Spring,  and  they  are 
never  old  !  — Chas.  F.  Forshaw. 


A  COKEESPONDENT  ("  H.  W.  R.")  asks  when  perch 
and  pike  fishing  stops,  and  when  "general  "  fishing 
begins  on  the  river  Lea  ?  Another  asks  how  it  is 
that,  if,  under  the  Mundella  Act,  the  close  season  for 
coarse  fish  is  from  March  15  to  June  15  (both 
inclusive),  London  anglers  are  invited  to  swell 
the  funds  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
by  taking  part  in  a  match  at  St.  Margaret's  on 
March  20  ?  In  answer  to  "  H.  W.  R.,"  the  Lea 
Conservancy  have  powers  which  allow  of  angling  for 
certain  fish  in  the  river  Lea  till  March  30.  Herewith 
is  an  extract  from  the  "  Anglers'  Guide  "  :  — 

FENCi:  MONTHS. 

River  Lea. 

For  Salmon,  Salmon  Trout,  and  Trout,  Sept.  29  to 

April  30  (both  inclusive). 
For  Pike,  Jack,  and  Perch,  March  15  to  Aug.  1  (both 

inclusive). 

For  Grayling,  Gudgeon,  Pope,  Dace,  Crayfish,  Bleak, 
and  Minnow,  March  31  to  June  15  (both  inclusive). 
For  Eels,  March  31  to  April  30  (both  inclusive). 
For  other  Fish,  April  1  to  June  30  (both  inclusive) 

River  Thames. 
For  Coarse  Fish,  March  15  to  June  15  (both  in- 
clusive). 

For  Salmon,   Salmon   Trout,   Trout,   and  Char, 
Sept.  11  to  March  31  (both  inclusive). 

Other  Open  Rivers  and  Waters. 
For  Coarse  Fish,  March  15  to  June   15  (both 

inclusive). 

*  *  •  •  * 

It  wiU  thus  be  seen  that  when  the  Thames  is 
closed,  fishing  may  be  indulged  in  legitimately  on 
the  Lea.  The  A.B.S.  authorities  are  quite  within 
their  rights,  and  should  the  whole  of  the  prizes 
offered  for  competition  on  March  20  not  be  taken, 
there  is  still  an  opportunity  of  fishing  on  March  27. 


"Nil  Desperandum." 

Tell  me  not,  in  mournful  numbers. 

Life  is  but  an  empty  dream : 
Bread  and  butter  minus  butter. 

Tea  and  coffee  minus  cream. 

Life  is  real,  life  is  earnest. 

And  things  are  not  what  they  seem  ; 
If  to-day  you  don't  have  butter. 

P'raps  to-morrow  you'll  have  cream! 

If  to-day  your  creel  is  empty. 
And  your  brother  anglers  jeer. 

You  may  chance  to  catch  to-morrow 
The  record  fish  of  all  the  year  ! 

— R.  W.  Vernon. 


Happening  to  meet  Mr.  C.  J.  King,  of  the  Hoxton 
Brothers,  I  asked  :  "  How  did  you  get  on  at  St. 
Margaret's  on  March  6  ? "  He  gave  me  an  elaborate 
account  of  his  doings,  which  I  condense  into  a  time 
table: — 8.15  a.m.  left  Hackney  Downs  Station; 
arrived  at  St.  Margaret's  in  due  course:  H.A.D. ; 
got  boat ;  took  up  a  swim  for  perch,  using  roach 
pole,  tight  line.  No.  9  hook,  minnow.  Mi'd  excite- 
ment for  two  hours;  11.20  left  river;  H.A.D. ; 
11.45  took  train;  12.50  arrived  at  Lea  Bridge; 
1.30  dinner  at  South  Hackney;  total,  5^  hours, 
including  travelling ;  actual  fishing  time,  2  hours, 
lOminutes;  five  "runs,"  four  fish  (one  broke  away), 
161b.  9o7..,  largest  5lb.  3Joz,  The  fish  were  jack 
not  perch.  (Note. — H.A.D.,  I  presume,  is  follow- 
ing the  Balhain  bandsman's  method  of  abbreviation. 
It  probably  menns  "had  a  drink."] 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope 
Angling  Society,  a  Bohemian  concert  will  bo  held  at 
the  Woolpack,  Bermondsey,  on  Monday,  March  14. 
Mr.  W.  Musgrave  will  preside.  The  concert  will  be 
in  afd  df  the  funds  of  the  A.B.S, 


Mr.  Nichols,  of  Buckfastleigh,  sends  me  a  good 
report  of  salmon  fishing  on  the  Dart.  On  the 
opening  day,  March  1,  Mr.  R.  Jackson,  of  Ashburton, 
landed  two  salmon,  131b.  and  IClb.  Mr.  T.  E. 
Edbrooke  landed  one  of  I31b.  On  March  4,  Mr.  R. 
Jaukson  had  one  of  201b.  All  the  fish  were  in  good 
condition,  and  gave  good  sport.  Thoy  were  caught 
in  the  private  water  just  above  Buckfastleigh. 


A  public  meeting,  presided  over  by  Mr.  C.  E. 
Turvill,  was  hold  recently  at  the  George  Hotel  to 
consider  the  desirability  of  forming  an  angling  asso- 
ciation for  Ilminster  and  district.  Mr.  Frank 
Venton  (hon.  sec.  pro  tern.)  intimated  why  the  meet- 
ing had  been  convened,  and  considered  an  angling 
association  was  badly  needed.  He  referred  to  un- 
sportsmanlike methods  adopted  by  the  use  of  nets, 
etc.,  by  a  certain  class.  After  a  short  discussion  it 
was  unanimously  resolved  to  form  an  angling  asso- 
ciation, the  same  to  be  termed  "  The  Ilminster 
Angling  Association."  The  election  of  officers  then 
took  place.  During  the  course  of  the  meeting  it  was 
mentioned  that  the  association  would  doubtless 
have  possession  of  the  He  from  Hortbridge  to 
Bradon,  whilst  Mr.  Ernest  King  kindly  offered  his 
fishing  at  Moolham,  which  was  accepted  with 
cordial  thanks. 


Yarrow  Unvisited. 

Where  sleeps  it  phantomed  in  romanca 

Beyond  the  moors  and  mists. 

For  April  suns  of  love  through  tears 

Shine  on  the  Balladists  ? 

I  think  it  lies  in  Faeryland 

Past  rueful  tales  that  harrow. 

For  in  a  vague  far  dreamland  lies 

The  love  my  heart  calls  Yarrow. 

Poets  have  sung  its  songs  and  there 
Have  gathered  all  their  roses. 
Lovers  have  breathed  its  Paradise 
And  there  have  plucked  its  posies  ; 
And  some  have  gone,  who  never  came 
From  Flodden's  bloody  barrow. 
But  one  rose  blooms  immortal  there, 
The  fair  sweet  Rose  of  Yarrow. 

Is  it  not  graven  in  the  heart 
As  oriental  years 

With  ppn  of  gold  ;  and  all  bedewed 
And  mirrored  as  through  tears. 
The  love,  the  fight,  the  deadly  thrust 
That  pierced  "  my  winsome  marrow," 
The  yellow  tangled  crest  of  hair 
That  circled  hapless  Yarrow  ? 

O  birks  I  have  not  seen  yet  know, 
O  stream  all  pearl  and  spangle, 
O  grassy  holms  and  dowie  dens 
Haunt  of  the  pleasant  angle  I 
Shall  I  not  cast  my  line  for  you 
Upon  your  sun-flecked  sorrow 
Where  Balladists  and  Wordsworth  cast 
Dear  immemorial  Yarrow  ? 

— Amos  Valiant. 


The  members  of  the  Izaak  Walton  Angling 
Society  will  compete  for  a  series  of  prizes  on 
March  13  on  the  Thames,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Hambledon  lock.  A  "special  saloon,"  conveying 
the  party,  will  leave  Paddington  by  the  9  a.m. 
train.  In  the  event  of  the  whole  of  the  prizes  not 
being  taken,  the  remainder  will  be  fished  for  again 
with  other  "specials  "  on  March  16  on  the  L9a. 


The  scievia,  a  httle  6in.  chub  variety  of  the 
lagoons  of  Italy,  sticks  its  head  above  the  water  and 
sings  a  dainty  song  equal  to  that  of  some  species  of 
warbUng  birds.  Irigla  hirundo  (the  sea-swallow)  is 
known  to  every  fisherman  of  the  Danube  and  the 
Rhine  by  the  peculiar  grunting  noise  it  makes. 
Irigla  noUtans  makes  a  whining  noise  hke  a  puppy, 
while  the  scie\-ia  gather  in  bands  to  hold  regular 
concerts,  wliich  no  doubt  originated  the  fable  of  the 
sirens.  Some  natm'ahsts  have  likened  the  note  of 
the  gurnard  to  that  of  the  cuckoo.  There  are  many 
different  kinds  of  fish  which  give  utterance  to  more 
or  less  musical  tones.  The  maigre.'a  large  sea-fish, 
when  swimming  in  shoals,  utters  a  purring  noise  that 
may  be  heard  from  a  depth  of  twenty  fathoms. 
Lieutenant '  White,  in  his  "  Voyage  to  the  China 
Seas,"  relates  that  his  crew  and  himself  were  ex- 
tremely astonished  by  hearing  certain  musical  notes 
from  beneath  and  round  the  vessel.  They  were 
various,  like  the  bass  notes  of  an  organ,  the  sound 
of  bells,  the  croaking  of  frogs,  and  a  pervading  twang 
which  the  imagination  might  have  attributed  to  the 
vibrations  of  some  enormous  harp.  For  a  time  the 
mysterious  music  swelled  upon  them,  and  finally 
formed  a  universal  chorus  all  round,  but  as  the 
vessel  ascended  the  river  the  sounds  diminished  in 
strength  and  soon  ceased. 


It  is  reported  that  at  Dover  on  March  6  huge 
shoals  of  mullet  made  their  appearance  near  the 
Admiralty  Pier  and  harbour,  the  fish  leaping  out  of 
the  water  in  all  directions.  In  one  haul  over  2000 
fine  specimens,  averaging  from  21b.  to  31b.  each, 
were  captured  and  landed  on  the  beach,  for  trans- 
ference to  the  London  and  Paris  markets. 


At  an  anglers'  supper  the  other  night,  when 
ladies  were  present,  the  toast  of  "  The  Ladies  "  was 
proposed  as  follows  :  "  Woman,  the  fairest  work  in 
all  creation.  The  edition  is  large,  and  no  man 
should  be  withoiit  a  copy."  In  regard  to  matri- 
mony, some  bachelor  once  gave  :  '  Marriage,  the 
gate  through  which  the  happy  lover  leaves  his  on- 
chanted  ground  and  returns  to  earth." 


Under  the  auspices  ofTthe  Royal  Photographic 
Society  of  Great  Britain  Mr.  Harry  Selby  will  give 
a  lantern  lecture,  entitled,  "  Rambles  in  Yorkshire 
Dales,"  illustrated  by  slides  from  his  own  photo- 
graphs, on  Tuesday,  March  15,  at  8  p.m.,  at  66, 
Russell-square.    Ladies  are  specially  invited. 


The  Press  Bureau,  6,  Whitefriar.s-street,  Fleet- 
street,  has  sent  out  a  new  popular  war  map  in  five 
colours,  and  many  details  of  Russia  (European  and 
Asiatic),  Japan,  Korea,  Manchuria,  Formosa,  etc. 
It  is  well  produced,  and  sells  at  Id.  How  it  is  done 
we  cannot  tell,  but  the  bait  should  catch  the  fish. 
The  penny  is  the  net  price,  and  it  is  no  catch-penny. 


An  Angler's  Ruminations. 

The  daylight  fades,  and  with  it  dies  the  noise  of 
human  toil  ; 

The  sounds  of  insect  life  alone  the  evening  silence 
foil. 

"Pale  Olives"  hurry  to  and  fro,  and  "Sedges," 

venturing  out. 
Dip,  dip  upon  the  rippling  stream  and  tempt  the 

wary  trout. 

The  canny,  unromantic  rooks,  whose  hoarse,  dis- 
cordant notes 

Did  plague  the  day,  now  nestle  on  the  stately  elm 
tops, 

Regardless  of  the  busy  gulls  that,  ghostlike,  flap 
about  ; 

The  trees,  and  snap  up  luscious  moths  that  flutter 
in  and  out. 

But  something  lacks.    Ah  !  here  it  comes,  and  orL 

the  silvery  sand. 
Beneath  the  overhanging  elms,  an  angler  takes  hiai 

stand  ; 

And  soon  his  lure,  an  "  OUve,"  Ughts  as  airy  and  as 
free 

Upon  the  stream  as  thistledo^vn  blown  from  somel 
neighbouring  lea. 

A  trout  with  rash  aviditj^  at  it  doth  quickly  spring. 
Poor  silly  thing  !  how  useless  is  his  fury  at  its  sting  ! 
His  frantic  leap  and  furious  rush,  alas  !  are  all  in  vain. 
And  soon  his  life-blood,  welling  out,  the  sandy  bank 
doth  stain.  — Olivia  Dunne. 


The  Boston  Transcript  tlunks  an  honest  curse 
better  than  "  ingrowing  profanity."  In  this  con- 
nection it  tells  of  a  noted  prelate  who  was  once 
playing  golf  with  Mr.  Choate,  the  Am?rican 
Ambassador,  and,  aftsr  missing  a  shot  egregiously, 
stood  looking  at  the  ball  for  several  moments. 
After  waiting  for  the  Bishop  to  say  something,  Mr. 
Choate  remarked,  "  Bishop,  that  was  the  profanesb 
silence  I  ever  heard." 


"  It  may  seam  strange,"  said  the  old  angler, 
"  but  ifs  true  all  the  same,  that  the  further  we  go 
back  towards  our  youth,  the  larger  were  the  fish 
we  caught." 


"Brilliant  and  impulsive  people,"  said  a 
lecturer  on  physiognomy,  "  have  black  eyes,  or  if 
they  don't  have  them  they  are  apt  to  get  them,  if 
they're  too  impulsive." 


A  correspondent  of  the  Daily  Telegraph  with 
the  Thibet  mission  tells  a  mule  story.  "  Mules, 
apparently,  do  not  die  from  any  caus?,  and  this 
mission  has  again  proved  the  extreme  hardihood  of 
these  animals.  When  the  mission  first  crossed  the 
Jelap-la,  a  mule  slipped  in  the  dusk  and  fell  into  the 
lake  at  the  bottom  of  the  pass.  It  was  thought  to 
be  drowned.  Next  morning  a  convoy  found  it  with 
its  nose  just  above  the  ice,  the  rest  of  its  body 
literally  frozen  in.  Pickaxes  were  brought,  and  the 
animal  was  dug  out.  It  is  now  working  as  usual." 
fl  can  vouch  for  the  authenticity  of  this  "  story,"  for 
I  saw  the  same  mule  performing  at  the  London 
Hippodrome.]  Dragnet. 
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I/Ctters  to  the  EMtor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents,^ 


FOSTER'S  RESPONSE  TO  "SCOTTIE." 

Dear  Sir, — It  seems  to  us  that  the  heading, 
"  Foster's  Challenge  Accepted,"  that  appeared  above 
the  anonymous  communication  in  your  last  im- 
pression is  a  little  premature.  Our  challenge  is 
issued,  and  has  been  ever  since  it  first  appeared,  to 
'*  any  rod  maker,  English  or  foreign,"  to  produce  a 
rod  to  be  pitted  against  the  "steel-ribbed  rod," etc. 
The  latter  is  our  own  invention,  and  we  so  word  our 
challenge  that  our  opponent's  rod  to  be  tested 
should  be  described  in  the  same  way,  as  his  own 
product.  "  Scottie "  seems  to  us  to  want  to  so 
arrange  matters  that  he  shall  lose  nothing  if  he 
loses  and  win  much  if  he  wins.  For  instance,  he 
has  no  repute,  as  he  admits,  as  a  fishing  tackle 
specialist  and  commercialist,  nor  yet  as  a  manufac- 
turer, to  lose  in  this  matter.  Be,  moreover,  has 
taken  a  firm  of  gun  and  tackle  makers  into  his  con- 
fidence, who  are  willing  to  take  up  a  similar  position 
with  himself  in  the  matter  ;  they  are  willing  to  run 
the  same  risk — that  is,  they  are  willing  to  stand 
to  gain  the  glory  of  a  win,  but  it  must  be  at  no 
possibility  of  loss  in  repute  in  case  of  a  failure. 
This  policy  of  "heads  we  win,  tails  you  lose" 
is  not  good  enough  for  us.  We  have  a  hard- 
earned  reputation  at  stake,  gained  at  a  great  cost  in 
all  ways ;  we  have  also  an  almost  universally  acknow- 
ledged repute  as  inventors  and  possessors  of  a 
stitiening  and  strengthening  method  for  rods  to 
sustain,  and  we  not  only  say  (with  '•  Scottie")  that 
we  not  only  want  "  a  fair  field  and  no  favour,"  but 
we  shall  insist  on  getting  it.  Neither  your  anony- 
mous correspondent  himself  nor  the  firm  of  gun 
and  fishing-tackle  makers  he  has  taken  into  his 
confidence  offer  anything  like  common  "fairness" 
to  us,  though  they  take  very  good  care  they  lay 
claim  to  a  heap  of  "  favour  "  for  themselves.  Where 
the  "fair  play  and  no  favour  "  comes  in  we  fail  to 
see.  An  Englishman  prides  himself  on  his  "  inborn 
love  of  fair  play."  "Scottie's"  notions  are  sadly 
at  variance  with  our  customers'  idea  of  what  is 
"  fair  play,"  some  of  whom  have  written  us  most 
strongly  on  the  matter.  V\'e  thank  "Scottie"  for 
his  condescension  in  delegating  to  us  and  others  all 
the  trouble  of  this  attempt  to  exploit  him,  and  also 
we  cannot  refrain  from  admiring  his  canniness  in 
his  suggestion  that  we  should  "stump  up"  a 
steel-ribbed  rod  if  he  wins,  and  also  a  reel  and  line, 
by  way  of  celebrating  the  event,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  stipulating  that  there  should  be  no  loss  or 
penalty  on  the  other  side  in  like  circumstances  ! 

What  would  be  thought  of  a  challenge  to  a  duel 
to  be  fought  on  the  condition  that  both  the  chal- 
lenger and  his  second  be  allowed  to  fix  upon  their 
opponents  in  the  open  from  behind  the  sheltering 
screen  of  a  thickset  hedge  ?  That  is  indeed  not 
putting  the  case  strong  enough  for  "  Scottie,"  and 
the  firm  he  informs  us  he  has  behind  him  want  to 
positively  "hedge"  (we  think  that  is  the  sporting 
phrase)  against  any  possibility  of  loss  to  themselves 
in  case  of  a  lose,  for  they  want  to  wear  impregnable 
armour,  to  ensure  a  return  to  the  living  and  kicking 
condition  in  which  they  were ;  previous  to  the  en- 
counter, even  though  we  have  managed  to  make  a 
"  bull's  eye."  We,  on  the  other  hand,  have  to  take 
full  risks  in  every  possible  way  and  openly  take  all 
pains  and  penalties.  Don't  you  wish  you  may  get 
It?  No,  our  advice  to  "Scottie"  is  —  First  and 
foremost,  get  your  nameless  offspring  adopted 
by  some  respectable  house.  If  no  other  house  of 
repute  equal  to  our  own  will  take  the  responsibility 
of  having  anything  to  do  with  it,  why  in  all  con- 
science should  we  be  expected  to  do  so  ?  We  do 
not  run  a  foundling  hospital  for  bringing  up  and 
out  "  drift  "  ideas,  and  theiefore  refuse  all  responsi- 
bility of  exploiting  his  side  of  the  matter.  Let  him 
rear  and  bring  out  his  mental  offspring  in  an  open 
and  above-  board  manner  himself,  or,  as  we  have  said, 
get  Some  reputable  and  prolessional  sponsor  for  it, 
ttnd  then  when  it  has  proved  something  better  than 
"stillborn"  and  that  it  has  come  to  stay  he 
will  find  we,  '•  being  armed,"  shall  not  turn  back 
"  on  the  day  of  battle. " — Yours  truly. 

Midland  vVorks,  Foster  Bros. 

Ashbourne,  Derbyshire. 

P.S. — We  may  add  that  we  get  very  many  notions 
Bubmitted  tfj  us  hy  amateurs,  but  we  never  in  all 
our  experience  got  an  idea  that  lived  and  that 
came  to  stay  in  that  way.  Ninety-nine  out  of  a 
hundred  have  proved  stillborn,  and  the  remainder 
died  of  neglect  at  the  hands  of  the  angling  public, 
notwithstanding  all  we  could  do  to  keej)  lile  in 
them.    Hente  our  advice  to  "  Scottie." 

II  have  no  doubt  "Scottie"  will  reply  to  this 
letter,  and  probably  be  able  to  make  some  offer 


which  will  satisfy  Messrs.  Foster.  He  and  the  firm 
he  referred  to  hail  from  Scotland,  [and  I  believe 
their  names  will  be  given  as  soon  as  the  method  is 
protected. — Ed. J 

 "fl* 

"  SPECIAL' SCOTCH'S"  REPORTiFROM  THE 
,,,      NAIRN.  I,  J  .,  ^  . 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  John  Todd  re  my  note 
on  the  Nairn,  I  have  to  say  that  I  had  no  moans  of 
knowing  whether  the  finnock  got  there  were  kelt 
fish  or  not.  The  note  was  a  commentary  on  a 
report  that  appeared  in  the  angling  column  of  the 
Aberdeen  Journal,  and  not  a  report  directly  from 
myself.  The  Nairn  anglers  may  not  be  educated  up 
to  the  standard  of  discriminating  between  foul  and 
clean  fish,  and  so  Mr.  Todd  and  the  local  fishery 
board  should  at  once  set  about  giving  them  the 
needed  lesson  by  instituting  a  few  prosecutions  of 
those  who  are  found  in  possession  of  unseasonable 
fish. — Yours  truly,  Special  Scotch. 

[Then  why  did  not  "  Special  Scotch  "  say  it  was  a 
commentary  on  a  report  in  the  Aberdeen  Journal  ? 
—Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  KILLARNEY. 

Dear  Sib, — Can  any  of  your  readers  furnish  me 
with  particulars  of  Killarney  fishing  about  Easter 
time  ?  Any  information  as  to  tackle,  hotel  tariffs, 
etc.,  would  be  gratefully  acknowledged.  I  have 
heard  it  stated  that  the  boatmen  supply  all  that  is 
necessarj'  in  the  way  of  tackle,  but  would  like  to 
know  if  this  statement  is  quite  correct.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation. — Y'ours  truly,  A.  M. 

Dublin. 


HACKLE  POINTS  FOR  WINGS  OF  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — Without  being  to  any  extent,  alas  ! 
a  flyologist  of  the  natural  insect  class — at  least,  as 
yet — I  sometimes  indulge  in  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  the  almost  more  important  artificial 
varieties  ;  and  being  open  to  a  liint,  I  took  one  from 
a  recent  article  of  yours,  in  which  the  Francis  fly  is 
mentioned,  viith  wings  made  of  hackle  points.  I 
had  heard  of  a  winged  Coch-y-Bondhu,  but  never 
used  it,  and  I  thought  from  Mr.  Francis's  remarks 
on  his  ovm  fly  and  this  a  combination  of  the  two 
might  be  tempting  ;  so  I  send  you  the  result,  which 
has  a  certain  "varmint"  look  about  it,  though 
more  like  a  bee  or  hairy  beetle  than  an  ordinary  fly. 
The  wings  of  most  flies  are  a  difficulty  if  any  reliance 
is  to  be  placed  upon  similarity  to  nature.  Celluloid 
film  is  almost  too  transparent  for  them,  and  difficult 
to  get  coloured,  besides  being  stiff  and  brittle  ;  but 
a  hackle  point  has  colour  and  shine  and  keeps  its 
shape,  while  a  trout  may  not  trouble  to  investigate 
as  to  there  being  membrane  between  the  rays.  The 
beetle  itself  has  been  admirably  imitated  vrith  its 
elytra  closed  by  Mr.  Kennedy,  and  as  a  variety  the 
thing  I  send  might  come  useful,  the  ordinary  Coch- 
y-Bondhu  being  such  a  favourite.  A  large  assort- 
ment of  strong,  natural,  variously-coloured  hackle 
points  can  be  got  from  an  inexpensive  feather  brush 
or  whisk  without  injuring  it. — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 

[The  flies  "  Benwyan  "  sends  are  more  bee  than 
beetle-like,  but  they  would  certainly  kill.  I  have 
often  wondered  why  the  very  delicate  points  of  many 
feathers  are  not  more  used  in  flies  since  Mr.  Francis 
gave  the  tip.  In  the  best  spent  May  Fly  pattern  I 
know  the  wdngs  are  made  of  entire  hackles.  The 
pattern  is  given  by  Mr.  Halford  as  one  of  Mr.  G.  S. 
Marryat's. — Ed.] 

CLEAN  SALMON,  OR  BAGGITS  AND  WELL- 
MENDED  KELTS,  IN  THE  FREE  UPPER 
WATERS  OF  THE  TWEED  IN  FEBRUARY, 
1904  ? 

Dear  Sir, — I  desire  to  ventilate  this  matter,  and 
get  the  thing  settled,  once  and  for  ever.  It  is  in  the 
interests  of  all  to  have  it  clearly  and  definitely 
defined  as  a  legal  or  illegal  act,  or  (to  put  it  in 
another  way,  if  you  prefer  it,  brother  fishermen)  the 
act  of  a  sportsman,  or,  the  contrary  act. 

People  who  have  been  fishing  for  salmon  with  the 
fly,  from  Peebles  and  Innerleithen  as  centres,  have 
had  "  marvellous  sport "  during  February,  this  year, 
and  I  am  writing  this  in  Edinburgh  on  the  last  day 
of  that  month.  I  prefer  not  to  single  out  any  par- 
ticular case.  Suffice  to  say  that  statements  have 
been  made  to  me  of  wonderful  captures  of  clean- 
run  fish  running  up  to  201b.  I  have  heard  of  few 
below  double  figures  —  and  all  with  fly.  They 
claim  to  have  taken  the  newly-run  fish,  which,  a 
few  weeks  ago,  were  seen  leaping  Melrose  Cauld, 
and  which  were  said  to  have  come  from  Norway — 
a  thing  so  much  more  easy  to  say  than  to  verify. 

Experienced  salmon  fishers  at  Kelso,  Peebles,  and 
"  the  adjacent  village  "  of  Edinbro'  Toon,  have  been 
heard  to  declare  that  they  are  neither  more  nor  less 
than  a  run  of  late  spawners,  pushing  up  to  the  best 


spawning  grounds.  Which  is  correct  ?  I  have 
even  hoard  of  one  fisherman — a  Peebles  man,  and  a 
master  of  the  art,  whoso  statements  are  to  bo 
relied  on— who  stated  that  he  caught  a  beautiful 
looking  fish  of  2.51b.  Finding  it  "  running  with 
spawn,"  gently  was  that  fish  returned  to  the 
river — the  act  of  a  sportsman  !  He  also  stated 
that  the  kelts  were  in  unusually  good  condition  this 
month ;  and  a.s  the  rankest  kelts  are  often  very 
silvery,  an  inexperienced  eye  may  ea.sily  mistake 
one  such  for  a  clean  fish,  till  it  is  too  late. 

But  the  odd  part  of  it  all  is  this  :  the  angling 
column  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  that  of  the  Daily 
Scotsman  do  not  chronicle  these  doughty  deeds, 
whereas  one  does  see  reports  from  other  rivers 
where  clean  fish  are,  thus  early,  usually  'taken.  I 
fancied  (but  perhaps  I  am  in  error)  that  any  bond 
fide  clean  fish  taken  from  the  Tweed  above  Kelso 
Bridge,  in  February,  would  run  small — another  cir- 
cumstance that  makes  me  think  of  mistaken 
identity  in  the  case  now  under  con.sideration. 
What  is  the  interpretation  of  the  dream  ? — Yours 
truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 

[That  the  fish  referred  to  are  visitors  from  Norway 
is  a  far-fetched  fish  tale ;  what  Mr.  Tod  surmises  is 
probably  much  nearer  the  tr.ith. — Ed. J 

THE  BIG  DERWENT  CHUB. 

Dear  Sir, — Re  the  large  chub  killed  here  a  month 
ago.  I  am  afraid  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  recover 
the  skull  as  evidence,  but  there  is  no  doubt  whatever 
locally  as  to  it  being  a  bond  fide  chub.  It  wa.s  seen 
and  handled  by  several  experienced  anglers,  and  as 
the  chub  is  a  very  common  fish  here,  it  was  easily 
recognised  as  such. 

I  may  say  that  in  the  summer,  when  the  Derwent 
is  low  and  clear,  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  see 
below  the  weir  mentioned  a  score  of  these  fish  appa- 
rently about  21b.  or  31b.  in  weight,  and  they  are  not 
infrequently  taken  of  this  weight  with  the  rod  ; 
indeed  the  Derwent  here  contains  far  more  coarse 
fish  than  trout. 

It  is  very  many  years  since  a  salmon  was  seen  so 
far  up  as  this  ;  there  are  far  too  many  large  weirs, 
even  if  the  fish  manage  to  live  through  the  sewage 

of  the  Ashless  part  of  the  river  about  Derby.  Y^ours 

truly,  Alfred  E.  Coates. 

Ambergate. 

WIRE  FOR  TRACES  AND  CASTS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sending  you  two  pieces  of  steel 
wire  (two  sizes)  which  we  have  been  selUng  for 
salmon  traces  and  casts  (the  finer  for  casts).  Of 
course  for  traces  we  put  swivels  to  it,  as  one  en- 
closed. You  will  see  this  wire  is  very  different  to 
the  ordinary  steel  wire,  which  always  retains  its  coil. 
This  wire  when  uncoiled  becomes  straight,  which 
gives  it  a  great  advantage  over  the  other.  We  sold 
a  large  quantity  last  year  for  salmon  casts  and 
traces,  and  it  was  well  spoken  of  by  everyone  who 
used  it,  and  I  believe  a  great  many  salmon  fishers 
would  be  glad  to  know  where  to  obtain  it.  We  are 
not  the  makers,  but  I  beUeve  we  are  the  only  house 
in  London  selUng  it;  price,  Id.  per  yard.  If  you 
think  it  worthy  of  notice,  I  should  feel  pleased  if  you 
could  give  me  a  line  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Y'ours 
truly,  J.  GiLLETT. 

40,  Fetter-lane,  Fleet-street, 
London,  E.C. 

[The  wire  Mr.  Gillett  sends  is  certainlj^  very  nice, 
and  as  he  has  had  no  complaints,  doubtless  the  fear 
of  kinking  is  not  so  great  as  one  is  inehned  to 
imagine.  The  kink  is  the  only  weak  point  about 
wire,  as  to  strike  a  good  fish  if  there  is  a  kink  in  the 
wdre  is  nearly  bound  to  mean  a  smash.  Personally, 
I  do  not  hke  wire  so  much  as  gut,  as  gut  is  pleasanter 
to  the  feel  and  does  not  rust,  but  I  have  found  wire 
traces  answer  very  well  both  for  pike  and  bass  fish- 
ing. This  wire  which  Mr.  Gillett  sends  is  not  harsh 
and  stiff,  and  does  not  curl  up  like  piano  wire,  but 
for  these  very  reasons  I  fear  it  may  be  more  liable 
to  kink.  Since  writing  this  I  find  that  the  splendid 
take  of  pike  referred  to  in  an  "  Occasional  Note " 
was  made  on  Mr.  Gillett's  wire  traces  ;  the  best  fish 
was  28^1b.— Ed.] 


TROUT  LICENCE  AGAIN.  ^ 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  March  5  I  see 
"  Devonian "  reports  capture  of  a  61b.  trout  at 
Marazion  reservoir,  near  Black  Rock.  There  is  an 
error  here  somewhere.  I  do  not  think  Marazion 
possesses  a  reservoir  ;  therefore  the  place  mentioned 
is  probably  Camboume  reservoir,  wliich  is  at  Black 
Rock.  Anyhow,  Marazion  or  Camboume  reser\-oir 
are  both  in  Fowey  Fishery  District — that  is,  if 
Marazion  reservoir  exists  ;  but  the  trout  season  does 
not  open  till  March  16.  Who  caught  the  fish  ?  Do 
not  all  speak  at  once,  but  send  in  your  names  to 
Secretary  of  Fowey  Fishery  District. — Y^ours  truly. 

Fly 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  6lco. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Private  Lake,  two  miles  in  circumference, 
and  River  (also  private)  of  about  miles, 
well  stocked  with  good  fish  of  all  kinds. 

LIVE  BAIT  STOCKED. 
ABOUT  1,000  ACRES  OF  GOOD  MIXED  SHOOTING 
ALSO  AVAILABLE. 

Special  low  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel. 

LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

The  Fishing  began  on  March  i.    Boats  and 
Rooms  should  be  booked  early. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  ROUGH  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET. 

Modern  Hotel,  with  every  Convenience  and  Comfort  for  Anglers. 

PENSION,   lOs.  ed.   A  DAY. 

Stoiiow ;  Llanfyllin.                Post  and  Teie^ra^^'t  ■"  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy." 

RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

B ALU N ROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

n  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  (or  Trout, 
'ike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland — Loughi 
ilask  and  Carra.   The  lakes  are  only  li  mtlM 
istant  from  Hotel.   The  owner,  having  his  own 
)oats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ng  and  accommodation  the  very  best.  lermi 
>n  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  STAUHERS,  Proprietor. 

KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

h'inest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
or  riglit  of  Fishing,  viz. :  Hotel  Water,  XX  per 
Saltnoii  canght  np  to  five— then  free ;  Uenerned 
Water,  t8  i>er  week,  or  3(1/-  a  day.    No  charge  is 
made  for  the  nse  of  the  boats.    Fisliing  from 
the  15th  of  .January  till  end  of  May.— For 
further  particulars  apply  to  H.  .1.  Knight. 
NoTK  :— All  tlsh  are  retained  l)y  anglers. 

^  Mil  FS  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING 

PORTH  HOTEL,  "^."SSL^'s^." 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  Tlivcr  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.    135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.    Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Kailway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 

Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day.                 A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 

BANFF,  N.B. 

Telegrams :  GRIFFITHS,  Frbnshah  POND,CHTmT. 
G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  JUiddlesex. 

Flahermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Boach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.     360  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.    Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.   Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  of  fish  : 
Pike,  18  Inch.              Bream,  10  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch.               Dace,  6  Inch. 
Sudd,  6  inch.               Perch,  8  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch.             Gudgeon,  1  inch. 

Fisheries  Now  Open. 
Season  Ticket,  £1  Is.,  now  ready. 

TO  LET, 

A  First-class  Stretch  on  the  River 
Deveron. 

Spring  Trout  &  Autumn  Salmon  Fishing. 

J.  CHISHOLM,  Fife  Arms  Hotel. 

ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.    Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charging  apparatus. 

M.  WALTERS. 

TO  LET. 

Very  Comfortable  Apartments 

Four  or  five  bedrooms  and  two  sitting- 
rooms,  near  River  Teign ;  good  Fishing. 
—Address,  Mrs.  Leare,  Bella  Marsh, 
Chudleigh,  Devon. 

SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  i. 

FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

On  River  Lyon, 
GLEN  LYON,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Distance :  9  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Station,  and 
2i  miles  from  Fearnau  Pier,  Loch  Tay.  Under 
new  management ;  in  connection  with  Tyndrum 
and  Crianlaricli  Hotels.    A  large  extension  of 
Salmon  and  excellent  Trout  Fishing  has  been 
added  to  the  Hotel  Waters  this  season,  with 
two  boats  on  river  for  Trout.   Salmon  Fishing 
opened  January  15.— Apply,  R.  Stewart. 

THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing.   Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 
^                                   P.  HEALY. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  lods.   Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some    open  water    also.     Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

S.  J.  HUKLKY. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  tor  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).   Boarders,  7s.  6d.  per 
day.  Winter ;  St.  6d.  per  day,  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.   Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22  i  lbs. 
Good  lea  fishing. 

W.  VICKBRY,  Proprietor. 

THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxeral)urg).    Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  7d.  per  day. 

Propeibtoe,  a.  heck. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable  ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address  :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "Hotel  Glj'n."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 

HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

CASTLE  HOTEL 

HasiinffSm 

Coffee  Room,  Smoking  Lounge, 
Billiard  Room. 

Moderate  tariff.   Special  week  or  week-end  terms. 

Headquarters    of    Hastings    and  St. 
Leonards  Angling  Society ;  also  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
'Buses   meet   all   trains.  Excellent 
Stabling,    Motor   and    Cycle  Houses 
adjoining  Hotel. — Apply, 

H.  BOYCE. 

THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modem  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogie.   First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.    Particulars  from  WILLIAM 
Donaldson,  Manager. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

BriKlit.  bnidng  air;  Hotel  adjoins  sea  coast  and  lake, 
and  stands  in  ii-ntrc  of  a  capital  sporting  9-liole  golM 
links.    Lake  Traffells.  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan.  7S1 
acres,  are  now  iuc'luded  in  proprietor's  fisliing  :  grana| 
Trom  and  Percli  Fishing;  boats  un  all  lakes  included  in  • 
moderate  tariff.    Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
River  Crvgill.  fiest  in  the  early  season,  opens  Marcli  I. 
A  MODliRN  HOUSE,  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea,  links,  lake,  and  Caniarvonsbire  Moun- 
Uins,  with  same  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel.  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address,  T.  .J.  t'OTTRELL.  Proprietor. 

X.OOXX  rcATX- 

Kenmore,  Perthshire. 

SALMON  FISHING.     Charges    for   right  of 
Salmon  Fishing,  viz.  :    HoUl   Water,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  up  to  live,  then  free.  Reserved 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30s.  per  day  ;  no  charge 
for  use  of  boats.    Fishing  from  January  15  to 
end  of  May.   All  fish  retained  by  anglers.  Also 
the  right  of  six  pools  on  the  River  Lyon,  to 
visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  free.— Apply, 

W.  KNIGHT. 

TO  LET. 
FULLY  FURNISHED  HOUSE, 

On  shores  of  Lough  Corrib,  from  May  1, 
for  two,  four,  or  six  months  ;  three  miles 
from  Oughterard  village  and  station. 
Use  of  pony  trap  and  three  boats. — 
Further  particulars  apply  to  "P.  W.," 
Anketell  Cones,  Oughterard,  co.  Galway. 

BORDER  ESK  AND  UDDLE. 

AiKjling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM.  \ 

Proprietor     -      WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon    in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.    6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.    The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 

MAR  DULVERTON,  SOMERSET. 

SMALL  FURNISHED  RESIDENCE 
to  be  LET  from  1st  April  to  1st  August, 
or  for  shorter  period.  One  mile  from 
East  Anstey  Station.  Pretty  situation. 
Dining  and  drawing  rooms,  hall,  four 
bedrooms,  and  usual  offices ;  five  loose 
boxes.  More  than  two  miles  of  excellent 
trout  fishing  in  private  water.  Other 
fishing  may  be  had  near. — Apply  John 
RisDON  &  Son,  Estate  Agents,  Wivelis- 
combe,  Somerset. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.     Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Neldeb,  Proprietor. 

ST.  NEOTS. 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

On  the  Banks  of  the  Ouse. 

Good  Winter  Fishing :  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and 
Chub.     Every    Accommodation    for  visiting 
Anglers.     Illustrated   BfWklet  and  Tariff  on 
application.— Fred.  Bkeson,  Proprietor. 

Anelers  wisMnr  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

Foi  TiiUng  the  Dove  and  Iiaak  Walton  Oonatiy 

SHOULD  ASVEETISB  IH 

The  Asbbonroe  Nevs  &  Dove  Valley  Record 

•'  Wanted  "  adtU.,  li  wordi,  Id. ;  iO  wrrdt.  )•..  prepaid. 

Address  :  News  Office.  Ashbourne. 

THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

KING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel 
Three  miles  of  cxcellwit  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.    Tickets  jsKnuil  u 
visitors  in   Hotel  nt  &s.  per  day.  Billiards 
Posting  ;  Motor  ac(M)nMnodation.  Ilcad<iiiartert 
of  C.T.C,  ilic— Address,  I'koi'juktok. 

RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.    Splendid  Trout 
I'isbinj;  on  Ioi;li  and  river.     Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  <!uine.is  jier  week. 

W,  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 

FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Guests  can  be  accommodated  in  charm- 
ing Private  House,  in  co.  Cork,  on  banks 
of  lovely  fishing  river ;  Salmon  and 
Trout.  Easily  accessible  and  beautifu! 
neighbourhood. — Apply  to  "  B.,"  Stam 
ford  Brook  Lodge,  Ravenscourt  Park 
London,  W. 
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AN  AXS\\^R  TO  "  PIKE  PROBLEM." 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  suggest  that  the  next  large 
perch  caught  in  the  tarn  to  which  Mr.  Pliillips  refers 
be  u.sed  ixs  a  live  bait,  further  out  and  with  r\inning 
depths,  cutting  off  the  spines.  I  fished  there  last 
week  and  got  seven  s;nall  jack  spinning,  none  over 
31b.  I  fancy  the  place  is  by  far  too  heavily  stocked 
with  them,  and  the  good  fish  out  of  ken  of  the 
spinner.  I  got  a  perch  spinning  with  a  large  dace 
(21b.  loz.)  last  year  in  the  Ouse,  and  often  think  an 
outrageously  large  bait  will  kill  a  large  fish.  My 
biggest  recollections  with  jack  are  all  associated  with 
ilh.  dace,  and  the  small-sized  spinning  bait  one 
generally  uses  must  I  think  account  for  the  fact  that 
smaller  fish  are  taken  by  spinning  than  live  baiting, 
and  that  inquiries  when  made  about  "  historic  " 
pike,  whether  '"cast,"  "in  the  skin,"  or  "carved," 
generally  result  in  eliciting  the  verdict  of  greedy 
snapping  at  big  mouthfuls,  and  very  often  at  a  fish 
being  played.  I  have  particularly  in  my  mind's  eye 
the  huge  monster  caught  by  Dr.  Peimy,  now 
stretched  in  state  in  a  Coopered  bow  window  in  the 
hall  at  Bridgefield,  Ulverston,  well  over  301b.  (371b. 
I  think,  and  caught  when  landing  a  31b.  bream, 
was  it  ?).  I  have  had  a  ■21b.  jack  seized  when  land- 
ing it.  Alas,  it  was  the  only  one  I  did  land,  the  big 
one  letting  go.  Wherever  have  I  rambled  to  ? 
Please  forgiv-e. — Yours  truly,    Oliver  Procter. 


Being  flooded  out,  the  birds  have  had  a  great  feast, 
and  put  thousands  out  of  their  misery  on  lawns 
and  in  gardens  in  low  situations.  Where  floods 
have  prevailed  to  any  extent  they  nuist  have  all 
perished.  Kitchen  gardens  that  have  been  depleted 
this  remarkably  wet  season  can  bo  replenished  by 
scattering  a  few  hundred  lobs  (not  maiden)  whore 
the  eartli  is  loose,  friable,  and  rich  in  May  and 
June.  This  is  how  I  stocked  a  small  garden 
where  I  could  not  gather  a  dozen  after  a  shower 
of  rain  when  I  first  took  possession  of  it.  These 
breeding  worms  can  be  bought  for  about  2s.  for 
500.  They  should  be  as  fresh  as  possible,  un- 
scoured,  and  spread  about  at  dusk. — Yours  tndy, 

Old  Pax. 

SUCCESSFUL   SALMON   CULTURE  IN 
AMERICA. 

Dear  Sir, — Noting  the  article  "  Salmon  Culture 
at  Skibbereen,"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Oct  17,  and 
what  you  say  about  artificial  salmon  stocking  on 
the  Pacific  coast,  I  can  assure  you  the  stocking  of 
streams  here  has  done  immense  good,  and  is  the  only 
thing  that  has  saved  salmon  to  many  of  our  rivers 
Salmon  fry  planted  some  six  or  eight  years  ago  in 
the  Paper  Mill  Creek  are  now  affording  good  sport, 
and  the  creek  having  fallen  lately  the  fish  are  noted 
in  all  the  holes  up  to  the  very  rise. 


hilndrods  of  anglers  yearly  whip  its  waters  and  many 
fish  are  taken.  This  stream  empties  into  Tomales 
I5uy,  and  has  a  stretch  <>{  about  three  miles  of  tide- 
wat(!r,  and  in  a  groat  measure  restocks  itself  yearly, 
as  is  ovid(!nced  by  the  largo  numb:!rs  of  steelhead 
trout  wliich  enter  during  the  winter  months  for 
spawning  purposes,  and  also  by  an  occasional  allot- 
ment of  try  from  the  Fish  Commissioners.  During 
tlio  last  twenty-five  years  it  has  proved  to  be  a 
veritable  bonanza  to  the  anglers  of  San  Francisco, 
whose  time  and  means  are  limited. 

The  Russian  River,  in  Sonoma  County,  eighty 
miles  distant,  is  a  Ijody  of  water  of  much  larger 
dimensions,  and  has  about  eight  miles  of  tide-water, 
and  its  many  riffles  and  deep  pools  make  it 
an  ideal  loitering-place  for  these  very  game  fish. 
The  steelhead  on  entering  the  coast  streams  rarely 
push  ahead.  When  they  reach  brackish  water  they 
seek  the  deep  pools,  presumably  for  a  few  days'  rest 
preparatory  to  the  arduous  labour  before  them  of 
ascending  the  smaller  tributaries  to  their  spawning 
beds.  They  come  in  with  a  freshet,  and  as  the 
waters  recede  very  quickly  they  have  no  other  re- 
course than  to  stay  in  the  tide-water  until  another 
freshet  enables  them  to  ascend.  It  is  quite  a 
difficult  feat  for  these  fish  to  get  over  the  many 
shallow  riffles  which  abound  in  this '  river.  It  is 
during  this  period  of  their  enforced  stay  that  the 


Playing  an  Artificially  Bred  Salmon. 
(See  Mr.  Kewell's  letter.) 


Two  Brace  of  Artificially  Bred  Salmon. 

(See  Mr.  Kewell's  letter.) 


SPORT  TO  (MR.)  PHILLIPS. 
Dear  Sir, — Unquestionably  what  gives  fillips  to 
sport  is  catching  big  'uns.  What  will  give  sport  to 
(Mr.)  Phillips  ?  That  is  the  question.  The  close 
time  being  in  the  nature  of  things  "  close,"  he  must 
hurry  up.  I  presume  (Mr.)  Phillips  does  not  mind 
fishing  whether  it  is  Lent — or  given.  It  is  evident 
he  fished  at  Shrovetide,  when  pancakes  (or  pikelets) 
were  much  in  vogue.  Hence  the  little  pike.  Ex- 
perimentally, a  trimmer  might  be  set  deep,  baited 
with  a  large  roach,  ^Ib.  or  more.  The  way  to 
legitimately  fish  the  water  is  to  paternoster  with  a 
b<jat.  Do  not  misunderstand  this.  Use  a  boat  and 
fish  with  paternoster  tackle  any  depth  you  like, 
employing  Mr.  .Jardine's  method  with  a  big  bait  and 
a  decent-sized  lead.  In  the  spring  the  pike  will 
probably  go  up  the  feeder  for  spawning  purposes,  or 
at  any  rate  they  will  use  the  shallows.  Any  big 
ones  that  are  about  will  then  bo  discovered  on  any 
hot  day  in  May  or  Jime.  Hiding  in  Preston  in  July, 
I  Cfjuld  watch  or  assist  in  any  operations  if  (Mr.) 
Phillips  is  bent  on  blood. — Yours  truly, 

Kill-Devil. 

HOW  TO  WATERPROOF  LINES. 
Dear  Sir, — I  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  any  reader 
can  give  me,  through  the  Fishing  Gazette,  instruc- 
tions how  to  waterproof  and  smooth-dress  salmon 
and  trout  lines.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation  of 
your  favour. — Yours  truly,  Reader. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  WORMS. 
Dear  Sir, — The  destruction  of  worms  this  winter 
rnust  have  been  enormou.s,  and  the  slaughter  is 
Still  going  on.  I  have  seen  a  groat  many  both 
dying  and  dead  on  the  pavements  and  by  the  side 
of  the  roiwls  (m  the  outskirts  of  the  town  in  which 
llive,  more  especially  thos<j  roads  adjoining  gardens. 
I  have  mo.n  htmdreds  of  fine  dew,  marsh,  and 
maiden  lobs  in  all  the  b<;tt<!r-cla8s  roads  covered 
with  sand  frorrj  head  to  tail  in  an  exhausted  state. 


I  would  say  the  word  "  creek  "  may  be  deceptive 
to  you — the  word  has  not  exactly  the  same  meaning 
in  England,  where  it  would  be  called  a  large  brook 
or  small  river.  It  is  a  torrent  in  rain-time,  and 
almost  dry  in  our  long  summer,  the  fishing  being 
done  at  its  mouth,  emptying  into  Tomales  Bay. 

The  fish  are  all  caught  spinning  from  the  bank. 
The  best  day's  fishing  this  year  was  on  a  recent 
Sunday,  about  2001b.  being  caught,  the  largest 
scaling  351b. — an  exceptional  day,  however. 

I  note  on  page  238  what  Mr.  Wentworth  Falconer 
says  about  the  curious  (to  him)  way  the  rainbow 
takes  the  fly.  We  rarely  get  a  rainbow  that  does 
not  clear  the  water  several  times  after  taking  the  fly. 
Trusting  these  notes  may  be  interesting  to  you. — 
Yours  truly,  Cha.s.  H.  Kewell. 

1500,  Market-street,  San  Francisco. 
P.S.— I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Rube  Hass,  810, 
Market-street,  in  this  city,  for  the  pictures  enclosed. 

[Mr.  Kewell's  letter  is  very  interesting,  but  will 
he  kindly  say  if  salmon  did  not  formerly  frequent 
Paper  Mill  Creek  ?  How  can  ho  tell  that  the  fish 
caught  are  the  fish  planted  by  man  ?  It  will  be 
seen  that  Mr.  James  Watt,  another  of  our  San 
Francisco  subscribers,  also  refers  to  Paper  Mill 
Creek.— Ed.] 

FISHING  FOR  STEELHEAD  TROUT  IN 
CALIFORNIA. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  to  learn"  what  excellent  steelhead 
trout  fishing  is  to  be  had  in  the  tide-water  of  our 
coast  streams  in  the  winter  months  in  California. 
There  are  several  creeks  and  rivers  adjacent  to  San 
Francisco  which  afford  good  fishing,  but  I  will  con- 
fine my  remarks  to  two  of  the  most  prolific  ones,  and 
in  which  the  anglers  of  this  city  have  enjoyed  for 
many  years  excellent  sport,  namely,  the  Paper  Mill 
Creek  and  the  Russian  River. 

The  Paper  Mill  Creek,  in  Marin  County,  is  easy  of 
access,  is  reached  in  about  two  hours  and  a  half,  and 


anglers  have  such  grand  sport,  often  lasting  for  two 
or  three  weeks.  The  fish  being  fresh-run  from  the 
ocean  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  put  up  a  fight 
which  is  second  to  none  in  our  Pacific  waters. 

On  Jan.  14  the  writer  and  a  friend  paid  a  visit  to 
the  Russian  River  in  the  belief  that  good  sport 
awaited  us.  We  found  the  water  somewhat  dis- 
coloured, and  not  fit  for  spoon  fishing,  which  is  much 
more  preferable  than  bait,  but  we  were  on  the 
grounds  and  had  to  do  the  next  best  thing — use 
bait.  The  following  morning  we  had  an  earlier 
breakfast  than  the  usual  hour,  but  om-  host,  Mr.  Orr, 
is  a  most  obliging  fellow,  and  waited  upon  us  in 
person,  and  made  our  stay  of  a  few  daj's  most 
pleasant.  We  thought  that  ovir  early  start  (it  being 
still  quite  dark)  would  enable  us  to  get  a  good 
position,  but  found  on  reaching  a  well-known  riffle 
at  the  mouth  of  Austin  Creek,  where  several  large 
fish  had  been  taken  the  day  before,  that  we  were 
forestalled  by  three  boats,  and  the  best  we  could  do 
was  to  anchor  on  the  shallows  on  an  even  line  with 
our  brother  anglers  who  had  arrived  earlier  and  pro- 
cured the  best  location.  Within  an  hour  or  two 
after  our  arrival  the  two  boats  nearest  to  the  bank 
got  three  and  two  fish  respectively  ;  the  third  boat, 
like  ourselves,  had  a  poor  position  and  no  fish.  After 
waiting  patiently  for  some  time  the  thought  occurred 
to  me  that  I  might  bring  my  long-distance  casting 
into  play.  I  therefore  put  on  a  Joz.  sinker,  and 
casting  from  the  reel  placed  my  bait  in  a  direct  line 
with  that  of  the  boat  nearest  the  bank  and  fifty  feet 
in  front  of  his  bait.  It  was  a  lucky  thought.  In  a 
few  minutes  my  reel  began  to  sing,  and  I  was 
hooked  to  a  beauty.  My  friend  immediately  reeled 
his  line  in,  weighed  anchor,  and  rowed  me  ashore, 
which  necessarily  took  some  little  time,  during 
which  the  fish  made  several  headlong  leaps,  was 
going  rapidly  down  stream,  and  when  I  was  landed 
on  the  bank  I  had  then  one  hundred  yards  of  line 
out.  For  the  next  half-hour  I  did  not  regain  an 
incli  of  it.  The  fish  was  fighting  strong,  and  evi- 
de"tlv  was  making  for  a  large  turbulent  pool  over 
a  shallow  riffle  nearly  half  a  mile  bslow  from  where 
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I  hooked  him,  when  it  became  most  imperative  for 
me  to  call  a  halt  if  I  wished  to  save  both  tackle  and 
fish.  I  therefore  gave  him  the  butt,  and  was 
momentarily  expecting  my  light  tackle  to  give  way, 
when  fortunately  he  turned,  and  I  got  him  fairly 
well  under  control,  he  working  up  against  a  very 
strong  current,  and  I  gradually  reeling  in  inch  by 
inch  ;  but  much  to  my  amazement,  when  within  a 
few  feet  of  where  I  stood  he  turned  short,  went  in 
the  air,  and  was  off  again  like  a  shot  down  and  across 
to  the  identical  spot  where  I  had  stopped  him.  I, 
however,  gave  him  the  butt  the  second  time,  and  in 
again  working  him  up  and  across  this  swift-running 
riffle  he  became  more  reconciled  to  his  fate,  his 
turns  and  rises  were  less  frequent,  and  I  landed  him 
on  a  sandy  beach  in  exactly  forty-five  minutes,  con- 
siderably over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  where  I  had 
hooked  him- — a  beautiful  121b.  steelhead  trout. 

I  was  using  a  6Joz.  "  Mills'  Standard  "  rod,  9Jft. 
long,  with  200yds.  of  a  prepared  paraffined  silk  line 
and  a  3ft.  single  gut  cast,  using  one  bait  on  a  double 
hook.  My  sinker  was  oval  shaped,  with  a  hole 
through  the  centre,  which  allows  the  Une  to  run  free, 
thus  making  no  resistance  when  the  fish  picks  up 
the  bait  and  darts  off  with  it.  The  sinker  being 
on  the  line  gives  the  bait  a  3ft.  play,  and  is  con- 
stantly in  motion  when  stream  fishing. — Yours 
truly,  James  Watt. 

San  Francisco,  California, 
Jan.  27,  1904. 

[Perhaps  Mr.  Watt  can  tell  us  if  the  "  salmon  " 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Kewell  are  not  identical  with  the 
big  steelhead  trout  to  which  he  refers.  If  salmon, 
then  doubtless  they  are  S.  quinnat.  They  are  fine 
fish  anyway,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  pictures  Mr. 
Kewell  kindly  sent,  and  if  they  are  artificially  bred, 
they  are  of  exceptional  interest.  It  is  a  great  pity 
that  some  satisfactory  means  of  marking  smolts  is 
not  always  adopted  in  these  stocking  experiments, 
if  there  is  any  chance  of  naturally-bred  fish  ascend- 
ing the  river. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  LAKE  COMO,  ITALY. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  tell  me 
whether  there  is  any  fishing  to  be  had  in  Lake  Como, 
North  Italy  '?  If  so,  what  kind,  and  where  informa- 
tion could  be  obtained. — Yours  truly,         B.  E. 

Hexham. 

[The  "  Angler's  Diary  "  says  there  are  "  trout  and 
pike." — Ed.] 


HINTS  AND  WRINKLES  ON  FLY  TYING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  dislike  running  into  print,  but 
having  read  the  different  articles  and  notes  on  trout 
fly  dressing,  I  venture  to  add  my  experience  to  that 
of  others.  I  have  tied  flies  for  a  number  of  years, 
having  been  taught  while  on  a  walking  tour  through 
North  Wales  forty  years  ago  by  an  old  cobbler  who 
used  to  live  at  Llanver,  in  North  Wales,  who  was, 
besides  being  a  first-rate  boot-mender,  facile  princeps 
at  dubbing  a  fly — specially  the  Coch-y-Bondhu  of 
Welsh  fame. 

Have  any  of  your  correspondents  tried  a  guinea- 
hen's  hackle  instead  of  a  dun  hackle  for  a  Blue  Dun 
or  Blue  Upright,  whichever  they  like  to  call  it  ?  Two 
turns  at  shoulder — no  more,  as  it  is  rather  coarse  in 
fibre  ;  tail  :  two  strands  of  same  ;  body  :  herl  of 
peacock's  feather  stripped  with  the  thumb  nail, 
ribbed  cream-colom-ed  silk.  (If  they  sneer  at  tlie 
Coarseness  of  the  feather,  just  let  them  hold  it  up 
and  look  through  it.)  Wings:  cock  starling's  wing 
feather  ;  hook,  No.  12. 

Next,  let  him  tie  his  Red  Spinner  with  guinea-hen's 
hackle,  dyed  with  Judson's  dye  a  dark  red  ;  and 
mind,  only  two  turns  at  shoulder,  as  the  hackle  is 
too  coarse  for  more  ;  body  :  two  strands  from  cock 
pheasant's  tail,  the  reddest  he  can  get,  with  about 
a  third  sticking  out  for  tail  of  fly,  the  darker  part 
wound  round  for  body,  ribbed  with  gold  wire  ;  wing  : 
cock  starling's  wing  feather  ;  hook,  No,  13. 

For  yellow  bodies  there  is  nothing  better  than  the 
yell  )w  thread  tViat  harness  makers  use  for  stitching 
hght-coloured  leather.  The  colour  is  fast,  and  does 
not  cliange  in  the  wet.  Silk  :  that  used  by  glove- 
makers.  Wax :  ^oz.  of  beeswax,  Joz.  of  resin,  and 
about  the  size  of  a  bean  of  hog's  lard,  melted  all 
together  ;  after  being  thoroughly  melted,  poured 
into  a  cup  of  cold  water,  and  then  pulled  in  the 
fingers  till  it  is  bright  and  almost  colourless. 

1  always  take  in  the  Fishing  OazeUe,  and  always 
shall. — Yours  truly,  Z. 

Chard. 

["  Z's "  note  is  very  interesting.  How  do 
saddlers  dye  their  thread  ?  It  must  be  a  good  dye 
anyway. — Ed.] 

JAPANESE  GUT  AND  GLASGOW  "  WUT.'< 
Sir, — In  your  "Occasional  Notes"  on  Nov.  28, 
1903,  under  the  caption  "  Strands  of  Gut  nearly 
Five  Feet  in  Length,"  you  publish  a  letter  from 
Mr.  John  J.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  who  says :-  • 


"  I  send  you  one  or  two  strands  of  the  latest  make 
of  Japanese  gut,  which  will  interest  you,"  etc. 
There  is  no  gut  made  in  Japan — that  obtained  from 
this  country  being  imported  from  China,  and  the 
Customs  value  of  the  import  in  1902  was  only 
£8000,  a  portion  of  which  was  re-exported.  There 
is  not  much  gut  used  in  Japan  for  fishing,  netting 
and  trapping  being  the  principal  methods  of 
capturing  fish  ;  but  gut  is  used  for  several  other 
purposes,  notably  by  surgeons  for  putting  stitches 
in  wounded  humanity,  for  which  it  is  said  to  be 
bettor  suited  than  silver  wire.  Where  Mr.  Hardy 
got  his  sample  from  does  not  transpire,  but  your 
remarks  following  his  letter  show  that  it  was  poor 
stuff.  Although  it  is  often  irregular  and  sometimes 
triangular  instead  of  round,  I  have  seen  it  nearer 
six  feet  than  five,  out  of  which,  when  carefully 
selected,  one  could  often  get  four  feet  or  more  fit 
for  almost  any  purpose  ;   but  it  varies  greatly. 

I  remember  going  to  a  lake  once  where  I  found 
that  the  conditions  necessitated  putting  the  lino  as 
little  in  evidence  as  possible,  which  T  did  by 
selecting  the  longest  cast  I  could  find.  This  was  of 
Chinese  gut  (called  tegusu  in  Japan),  which  I  know 
positively  that  I  had  hfid  for  eleven  years.  I  had 
soaked  it  and  tested  it  well  before  leaving  home, 
and  on  taking  it  from  its  wrapping  of  damp  flannel 
tried  it  again.  That  day  I  had  over  fifty  trout  of 
all  sizes  up  to  21b.,  several  times  landing  a  fish  on 
each  of  the  two  flies,  with  never  a  break.  So  you 
see  it  is  not  entirely  lacking  strength. 

I  observe  a  letter  from  Mr.  "  Nemo,"  of  Glasgow, 
in  your  if^sue  of  Nov.  14,  1903,  who  says: — "The 
Jap  is  often  a  true  sportsman."  An  editorial  foot- 
note says  :  —  "  '  Nemo  '  evidently  knows  all 
about  it."  Permit  me.  Sir,  to  ob.serve  that  Mr. 
"  Nemo  "  knows  nothing  about  the  Japanese  fisher- 
man.— Yours  truly.  Grey  Palmer. 

Kamakura,  Jan.  15,  1904. 

["Nemo  "  wrote  to  ask  for  hints  in  dry  fly  fishing, 
but  his  letter  showed  that  in  theory  at  least  he 
knew  all  about  it — that  is,  dry  fly  fishing. — Ed.] 

PIKE  FISHING  '  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  permission  to  fish  in  a  small 
lake  that  contains  pike  sufficiently  large  to  eat  ducks 
several  weeks  old.  The  position  of  the  trees  and 
bushes  round  the  lake  would  almost  prohibit  the 
possibility  of  successful  spinning,  and  where  the 
trees  are  not,  the  weeds  and  rushes  generally  extend 
several  yards  out  from  the  bank,  which  would,  I 
should  think,  make  the  spinning  method  very 
difficult. 

Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any 
advice  as  to  the  best  method  of  trying  to  capture 
pike  in  such  a  position, .  as  I  am  rather  ignorant 
of  pike  fishing  ?  While  on  the  subject  of  pike, 
would  you  or  your  readers  settle  a  dispute  for  me  ? 
While  mirmow  fishing  for  perch  at  one  end  of  a 
punt  I  had  a  run,  and  soon  after  my  companion,  at 
the  other  end,  had  a  run.  I  could  not  see  where 
my  fish  was  going,  as  the  float  was  right  under,  and 
I  was  leaving  the  line  loose  before  striking.  My 
companion  said,  "  I  think  my  fish  is  coming  your 
way,  so  I  will  strike."  He  did  so,  and  I  struck 
almost  immediately  after.  Eventually  we,  between 
us,  landed  a  small  jack  which  had  gorged  both  our 
baits.  Query :  Whose  fish  was  it  ?  My  bait  was 
taken  fir.^t,  but  my  companion  struck  first. 

The  "  B.  P."  worm  tackle  is,  I  should  think,  a 
very  smart  idea  for  those  who  are  troubled  with  the 
fish  bolting  the  bait.  My  trouble  has  usually  been 
the  other  way  —  to  get  them  to  do  so. — Yours 
truly.  Business. 

Leicester. 

[If  a  boat  is  not  available  to  fish  the  water,  the 
best  plan  is  to  fish  with  a  float  and  live-bait,  casting 
the  bait  out  into  places  clear  of  weeds.  In  the  case 
of  two  anglers  getting  hold  of  the  same  pike,  it  is 
sometimes  decided  that  the  angler  whose  bait  is 
farthest  inside  the  fish  is  the  Captor,  but  the  best 
plan  is  to  call  it  a  union  jack,  and  say,  "  honours 
divided." — Ed.] 

IS  WADING  BAD  FOR  THE  SIGHT  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  let  me  know 
through  the  Fishing  OazeUe  if  waders  are  considered 
bad  for  the  sight  ?  I  have  heard  they  are,  as  also 
rubber  boots. — Yours  truly,  M.  J.  B. 

[I  never  heard  that  using  waders  or  rubber  boots 
was  bad  for  the  sight.  Of  course,  injudicious  wading 
may  affect  the  general  health,  including  the  sight, 
and  doubtless  does. — Ed.] 

CLEARING  A  POND  OF  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — It  may  interest  you  to  hear  the 
following  account.  A  friend  and  myself  assisted 
last  week  to  clear  out  a  large  pond  on  an  adjoining 
estate,  which  is  about  to  be  developed  for  building, 
and  knowing  for  years  past  that  there  were  many 


good  fish  and  eels  in  it,  I  wanted  some  for  stocking 
the  basin  at  Wanstead,  of  which  I  am  a  member. 
This  pond,  which  was  about  IJ  acre  in  extent,  was 
cleared  out  some  fifteen  years  ago,  and  afterwards 
some  of  the  original  fish  were  put  in  again  to  stock 
it,  since  when  no  one  has  fished  it,  as  Mr.  A.  F.  Hills, 
the  owner,  objected.  On  getting  the  water  out  we 
found  about  sixty-five  large  black  carp,  largest 
weighing  121b.  3oz.,  smallest  51b.  4oz.,  though 
nearly  all  the  fish  weighed  81b.,  more  or  less,  and 
averaged  23in.  or  24in.  in  length  ;  also  about  a 
score  of  good  perch,  largest  21b.  7oz.,  length  10 Jin.  ; 
and  though  there  were  myriads  of  small  perch  and 
roach,  there  was  not  one  small  carp.  Also  another 
strange  thing  :  I  saw  last  summer  three  eels  which 
got  over  the  overflow  weir,  one  weighing  5Ib.  3oz., 
and  two  111b.  the  pair  exactly;  yet  we  could  not 
see  or  find  one  in  the  whole  pond,  though  I  have 
been  nearly  all  over  it  with  an  eel-spear,  nor  has  one 
been  seen  by  the  workmen  employed  on  the  spot.  I 
should  Uke  to  know  what  explanation  you  can  offer, 
as  I  thought  carp  were  such  prolific  fish.  Trusting 
I  am  not  encroaching  on  your  valuable  time. — 
Yours  truly,  Alfred  H.  Bywater. 

Woodford,  Essex. 

P.S. — There  were  no  pike.  I  was  given  fifteen  of 
the  carp,  all  over  71b.,  which  I  put  into  the  basin 
at  Wanstead  strong  and  well. 

[Probably  the  perch  and  carp  ate  the  carp  eggs 
and  fry.  It  is  also  possible  the  water  is  not  good 
enough  for  the  delicate  fry,  though  big  fish  may  live 
in  it.  In  Germany  when  carp  have  spawned  I 
believe  they  are  taken  out,  so  the  fry  can  have  the 
pond  to  themselves,  as  the  parent  fish  would  take 
too  personal  an  interest  in  them. — Ed.] 

JUMPING  POWERS  OF  SALMON  AND  SEA- 
TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Philfin's  "  letter  in  the 
Fishing  OazeUe  of  March  5,  in  which  he  asks  for  in- 
formation as  to  the  jumping  powers  of  salmon  and 
sea-trout,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  him  what  little 
I  can  as  regards  sea-trout  only.  At  my  father's 
place  in  Argyllshire  we  have  a  rushing  Highland 
river  close  to  the  house,  having  a  huge  rock  in  the 
middle  which  parts  the  river  in  two.  Below  thi9 
rock  and  pouring  from  each  side  of  it  are  two  falls, 
absolutely  unbroken,  one  of  which  measured  from 
surface  to  surface  is  7ft.  9in.  and  the  other  9ft.  odd. 
The  lesser  fall  has  under  it  a  pool  worn  out  of  the 
solid  rock,  14ft.  deep,  of  a  circular  form,  about  12ft. 
in  diameter,  and  the  sea-trout  jump  this  with  not 
much  difficulty,  after  one  or  two  ineffectual 
attempts.  The  other  fall  of  9ft.  odd  is  not  much 
used  by  fish,  but  I  have  seen  sea-trout  negotiate 
tliis,  though  I  must  say  very  rarely — perhaps  owing  to 
the  fact  that  more  water  descends  the  other  stream, 
and  to  the  bad  "  take-off  "  of  only  about  5ft.  or  6ft. 
of  water.  If  "  Philfin  "  will  go  down  to  his  stream 
when  a  spate  is  on  and  the  water  commencing  to 
rise  or  fall  again,  and  not  too  heavy,  keep  himself  as 
much  hidden  as  possible  and  quite  motionless,  he 
will  doubtless  derive  as  much  pleasure  in  watching 
the  fish  jump  as  I  have.  Many  a  time  have  I  sat 
for  an  hour  and  seen  at  the  usual  time  of  the  first 
run  early  in  J  une  a  dark  head  appear  in  the  foam,  a 
moment  afterwards  a  bright,  silvery  fresh-run  fish 
take  a  half-hearted  sort  of  leap  and  fall  back,  and 
then,  with  a  leap  wliich  excites  one's  admiration, 
shoot  out  of  the  foam  and  clear  the  fall  entirely  and 
swim  out  into  the  river  beyond.  When  a  good  run 
is  in  progress  I  can  often  see  four  or  five  jumping 
together,  and  with  the  sun  making  them  glitter  as 
they  jump,  it  is  to  an  angler  and  a  sportsman  a  sight 
once  seen  never  again  missed. 

Falls  of  5ft.  or  6ft.  in  this  small  river  are  common, 
but  they  seem  to  present  no  difficulty  at  all  to  the 
fish.  I  might  say  that  the  fish  travel  about  seven 
miles  from  the  sea  before  they  reach  us,  and  during 
this  journey  have  passed  up  a  fall  of  over  7ft.  They 
continue  their  journey  for  another  two  miles,  and 
are  then  suddenly  stopped  by  a  fall  at  right  angles 
to  the  main  stream,  which  allows  them  no  room  to 
take  a  spring  up.— Yours  truly,      F.  B.  Ellison. 

Wakefield. 


A  THAMES  TROUT  ON  ROACH  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — When  fishing  at  Mario  w  on  March  5 
with  fisherman  and  river  ke;per  Godden,  I  secured 
a  fine  trout  weighing  at  least  51b.  A  roach  line- 
one  of  Godden's  best — and  a  No.  10  hook  secure! 
the  gentleman  while  I  was  trying  to  catch  roach 
with  some  paste.  The  trout  was  returned  to  the 
water  immediately.  He  was  in  splendid  condition. 
I  hope  to  make  friends  with  him  later  on.  I  enclose 
the  hook  for  your  inspection.— Yours  truly, 

147,  Finchley-road,  N.W.         Albert  Usher. 

[Mr.  Usher  must  be  a  clever  angler  to  kill  such  a 
fish  on  such  a  tiny  hook  and  gossamer  gut.  Was 
he  using  running  tackle  ? — Ed.] 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Thb  FiSHDfO  Gazette  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 
Tm  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the 
Publishers,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  to 
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and  Ireland    . .        . .        . .        . .        . .  10*.  M. 
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Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisemeiits. 

One  Page    £7    7  0 

Half  Page    8  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    1    6  o 


Small  advertisements  St.  per  inch  of  single  oolomn  (i  cols,  to 

page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  shonld  be 

addressed  to  the  ADVEKTiSEMKiiT  Manager,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

AdvertUementi  must  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'eloei  on 
Wednesdays,  addressed  "Advertisement  Manofer." 


IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on 
Thursday,  March  31,  in  consequence  of  Good 
Friday  falling  on  April  1.  All  communications 
and  advertisements  intended  for  insertion  in  that 
issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First 
Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  March  30. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORi 


The  Duke  of  JIaelborough  and  the  British  Sea 
Anglers. 

The  eleventh  annual  dinner  of  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society  was  held  at  the  Cafe  Monico  on 
Wednesday  evening,  under  the  presidency  of  His 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  and  was  in  every 
way  a  great  success^ 

The  Crystal  Palace  Fly  and  Bait  Casting 
Tournament J 

This  will  probably  be  held  about  the  end  of 
July.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  Mr.  John  Enright,  of 
Messrs.  John  Enright  &  Son,  of  Castleconnell,  will 
compete,  and  his  will  exhibit  their  famous 

Castleconnell  rod. 

Flies  on  Eyed  Hooks  Answer  Well  for  Wet- 
Fly  Fishing. 

A  member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  whose  success 
in  wet-fly  fishing  with  flies  on  eyed  hooks  (three  on 
the  cast)  I  referred  to  a  week  or  two  back,  writes :  — 

"  I  saw  the  note  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and 
was  pleased  to  know  that  I  had  touched  upon  a 
point  of  interest.  I  only  want  the  personal  factor 
omitted.  One  day  since  —  no  more,  owing  to 
the  keen  east  wind — I  took  six  brace,  and  my  ex- 
perience was  very  similar — that  is,  I  used  three  flies 
on  eyed  hooks  fished  wet.  I  will  take  note  of  your 
remark  about  the  droppers,  and  try  to  watch  results. 
There  are  some  quick-flowing  streams  where  down- 
stream fishing  seems  to  have  the  best  success.  In 
this  case  the  mistake  most  anglers  make,  in  my 
opinion,  is  having  their  droppers  too  long,  with  the 
idea  that  they  keep  away  further  from  the  main 
trace  ;  but  the  effect  is  the  other  way.  A  short, 
very  short,  length  of  gut  for  the  dropper  keeps  the 
fly  off  better,  and  it  is  more  easily  seized  by  the 


Fine  Shooting  and  Fishing  Estate  for  Sale; 

Mr.  W.  H.  Pope,  of  the  South  of  England  Fishing 
Agency,  Salisbury,  tells  me  he  has  a  very  fine  sport- 
ing estate  for  sale,  with  three  miles  of  A  1  trout 
fishing.  I  know  the  water,  and  I  know  none  better. 
Anyone  who  wants  to  invest  about  £85,000  in  a 
first-rate  English  estate,  with  fine  shooting  and 
fishing,  should  apply  to  Mr.  Pope. 


Dr.  Heintz's  Form  of  Dee  Tackle. 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston, — In  your  issue  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  No.  1396,  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
give  an  illustrated  description  of  the  modification  of 
the  Dee  tackle  as  recommended  by  me.  I  know  no 
tackle  which  is  so  effective  for  large  trout,  pike, 
and  huchen  as  this — the  hooks  are  so  well  hidden  and 
the  spin  is  so  alluring.  The  tackle  is  not,  it  is  true, 
so  deadly  as  my  Tube  spinner  for  natural  and  arti- 
ficial bait,  which  you  illustrated  in  No.  1369  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  but  no  tackle  excites  fish  to  grab  at 


the  bait  as  the  Dee  tackle  does;  Although,  as  I 
said  before,  I  find  it  more  advantageous  to  put  the 
baiting  needle  or  wire  in  between  the  ventral  fins 
instead  of  at  the  vent,  it  nevertheless  has  the  dis- 
advantage that  the  bait  does  not  last  so  long,  as  the 
triangle,  after  prolonged  spinning,  especially  in  a 
heavy  stream,  tears  the  flesh  and  the  inside  comes 
out.  I  think  I  have  got  over  this  difficulty  by 
putting  a  bit  of  rubber  tube  over  the  top  triangle, 
as  shown  in  the  illustration;  This  soft  elastic  sort 
of  buffer  protects  the  skin  from  being  torn. — Yours 
truly,  J' Karl  Hbintz. 

."  Milnich.'5 


"  The  American  Fish-Culturist  and  Magazine 
OF  Angling.'- 

A  new  American  publication  comes  to  me  from 
the  editor  and  publisher,  Mr.  E.  N.  Carter,  St.  Johns - 
bury,  Vermont,  U.S.A.,  entitled,  "  The  American 
Fish-Culturist :  a  Magazine  of  Angling,  Fish-Culture, 
and  the  Commercial  Fisheries."  The  primary 
object  of  this  well  got  up  little  magazine  is  "  to 
obtain  the  widest  possible  discussion  and  know- 
ledge of  fish  propagation,  which  is  the  very  life  of 
angling  and  the  commercial  fisheries."-  I  wish  it  a 
successful  career.  The  angling  department  is  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  James  A.  Henshall,  and  could 
not  be  in  better  hands.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  editor 
will  go  thoroughly  into  the  vexed  question  as  to  the 
value  of  artificial  salmon  culture  in  America,  and  be 
able  to  prove  beyond  all  doubt  that  this  branch  of 
fish-culture  is  really  a  success.. 


Dr;  Chas.  S.  Patterson's  Book,  "  An  Angler's 
Year.'^"* 

When  my  old  friend  the  late  Rev.  .1.  J.  Manley, 
M.  A.,  came  to  me  with  the  manuscript  of  his  "  Notes 
on  Fish  and  Fishing,"  one  of  the  arguments  which  he 
used,  to  convince  me  that  it  would  pay  to  publish  it, 
was  that  there  arc  at  least  .500  collectors  of  books  on 
angling  who  could  no  more  help  buying  a  copy  of 
every  new  book  on  angling  than  being  born.  There 
is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  this,  and  I  know  that  a 
great  many  readers  of  this  note  are  angling  book 
collectors,  and  will  at  once  order  from  their  book- 
seller a  copy  of  Dr.  Patterson's  book  and  get  it 
nicely  bound,  quite  irrespective  of  its  merits.  Merit 
is  the  last  consideration  with  the  book  collector  ;  he 
buys  it,  binds  it,  and  then  puts  it  in  his  bookcase; 
Of  course,  if  the  collector  is  also  an  angler,  he  will 
probably  look  forward  to  passing  a  pleasant  hour  or 
two  in  the  company  of  the  author  of  the  latest  new 
book  on  angling — I  was  going  to  say  "  last  book," 
but  there  never  will  be  a  last  book  on  angling.  When 
Macaulay's  New  Zealander  comes  to  London  it  wiU 
be  to  find  a  publisher  for  a  treatise  on  trout  fishing 
at  the  Antipodes.  That  reminds  me  to  ask  our  fish- 
breeders  why  they  do  not  import  some  trout  eggs 
from  New  Zealand  and  Tasmania  ?  I  am  sure  Dr. 
Patterson  will  agree  with  me  that  it  would  be  very 
interesting  to  see  how  antipodean  trout  would  do  in 
our  streams  and  lakes,  in  which  their  ancestors  lived 
for  unknown  thousands  of  years;  . , 

Has  the  Fly  Rod  Degenerated  ?   Dr.  P.  not 
Dogmatic; 

Dr;  Patterson  says  in  the  opening  of  his  first 
chapter  on  "  Dry -Fly  Fishing  Tackle  "  that  "  ever 
since  the  publication  of  Stewart's  '  Practical 
Angler  '  the  fly  rod  has  grown  shorter,  stouter,  and 
more  powerful,  and  the  casting  lines  heavier  and 
thicker."-  This  I  think  is  true  to  a  great  extent — 
certainly  as  regards  the  followers  of  Stewart  and  the 
disciples  of  Halford.  I  well  remember  the  delicate, 
tapering,  light  hickory  and  lancewood  fly-rod  and 
light,  tapering,  plaited  horsehair  fly  line  (made  by 
himself  as  regards  the  line)  used  by  my  father,  "  The 
Amateur  .Angler,"  forty  years  ago,  when  I  watched 
him  fly  fishing  on  those  lovely  little  trout  streams 
the  Onny  and  the  Arrow.  He  taught  me  wet-fly 
fishing  then,  and  when  twenty  years  later  I  taught 
him  dry-fly  fishing  he  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  heavy  lines  or  rods,  and  his  success  in  dry-fly 
fishing  on  the  Test  and  Itchen  convinced  me  that 
the  lighter  your  rod  and  line,  in  reason,  the  heavier 
is  your  basket  of  trout  and  grayling  likely  to  be. 
Dr.  Patterson,  I  am  glad  to  see,  is  also  on  the  side 
of  sweetness  and  lightness.  I  hope  the  Doctor  will 
pardon  my  confessing  that  I  have  been  very  agree- 
ably surprised  to  find  such  a  spirit  of  "  sweet  reason- 
ableness "  throughout  his  book.  Memories  remain 
of  occasions  when  at  meetings  of  anglers  I  have 
heard  a  sonorous  voice  break  the  silence  with,  "  Jtlr. 
Chairman  and  Gentlemen :  With  regard  to  the  views 
expressed  by  the  last  speaker,  I  hope  he  will  pardon 
my  saying  that  I  beg  to  differ  in  toto,"  or,  "  If  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  now  before  the  meeting 
thinks  he  knows  anything  about  the  subject,  it  will 
afford  me  great  pleasure  to  convince  him  that  such 
is  not  the  case."  It  was  pleasant,  then,  to  find  our 
author  very  early  in  his  book  laying  down  this 
excellent  law  :  "  Dogmatism  on  any  fishing  subject 
is  quite  out  of  place,  and  it  is  impossible  to  state 
definitely  what  wiU  or  will  not  suit  any  other 
angler,"  and  stating  that  he  only  gives  suggestions 
as  a  result  of  personal  experience,  which  may  or  may 
not  be  borne  out  by  the  experience  of  others.  I  did 
not  know  until  I  saw  it  mentioned  in  the  chapter 
on  tackle  that  Mr.  C.  H;  Bywaters,  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  was  the  inventor  of  the  capital  sling  catch 
for  landing-net  handle,  made  by  Mr.  Cummins,  of 
Bishop  Auckland; 

Waddtg,  Length  of  Gut  Cast,  etc; 

I  hope  no  one  wiYL  follow  Dr.  Patterson's  advice  to 
wade  in  hot  June  or  July  weather  in  a  pair  of 
flannel  trousers  and  light  tennis  shoes  instead  of  in 
waterproof  stockings.  I  have  kno-mi  anglers  who 
traced  chronic  rheumatism  to  wading  in  this  way. 
With  a  fine  reel  line  Dr.  Patterson  advocates  a  6ft. 
in  place  of  the  usual  9ft.  gut  cast.  I  believe  Mr. 
Gedney,  probably  one  of  the  best  fly-fishers  living, 
uses  only  about  4ft.  of  gut.    In  the  fly-fishing,  and 

*  "An  Angler's  Year,"  by  Charles  S.  Patterson, 
M.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  F.Z.S.,  Curator  (late  Hon,  Sec.) 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  late  Curator  Pisca- 
torial Society.  London:  W.  R.  Ru3;eU  and  Co., 
Limited,  5a,  Paternoster  Row, 
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also  in  the  coarse-fishing,  chapters  many  useful  hints 
will  be  found,  and  there  are  many  racily-written 
accounts  of  sport  with  fish  of  both  fresh  and  salt 
water.-  I  wonder  who  denounced  Walton's  excel- 
lent sink-and-draw  method  of  fishing  with  a  caddis 
bait  or  fly  for  roach  and  dace  as  "  a  modern  poaching 
innovation.".  It  makes  one  inclined  to  be  dogmatic 
and  say  he  knows  nowt  about  it,  and  I  am  glad  to 
see  Dr.  Patterson  defends  Walton's  delicate  method. 
Anglers  who  fish  with  floats  in  weedy  waters  will 
find  an  excellent  "  tip  "  given  on  p.  130,  namely,  to 
use  about  an  inch  of  small  flexible  rubber  tube  in 
place  of  the  top  cap  on  the  float.  The  tube  is  passed 
half  on  to  the  end  of  the  float,  with  the  result  that 
"  a  guide  is  provided  which  enables  the  angler  to 
pull  the  float  safely  through  the  thickest  weeds 
without  any  hitch  occurring."  I  think  most  anglers 
who  go  in  for  all  kinds  of  fishing  will  agree  with  me 
that  we  owe  Dr.  Patterson  thanks  for  a  very  plea- 
santly-written, entertaining,  and  useful  little  work — 
better  worth  a  place  in  the  angler's  library  than 
many  more  pretentious  volumes. 

Why  He  Detests  Receiving  His  "  Fishing 
Gazette. '5 

A  subscriber  at  Joharmesburg  writes  : — 
"  Please  note  that  at  least  one  of  your  subscribers 
positively  detests  receiving  your  Fishing  Gazette,  for 
in  this  choked-with-dust  town  (not  gold  dust,  mind) 
it  calls  up  all  Kipling's  Red  Gods  of  sport,  and  makes 
the  aforesaid  subscriber  positively  reckless.  He 
wishes  the  Fishing  Gazette  anywhere,  especially  as 
he  caimot  rest  till  he  gets  the  next  number,'' 

I  C.  B.  Fry's  MAOAzmE. 

Everybody  knows  what  a  keen  cricketer  and  all- 
round  sportsman  ]Mr.  C.  B.  Fry  is,  and  everybody 
ought  to  know  that  he  is  editing  and  Messrs.  Newnes 
are  publishing  a  new  monthly,  entitled,  "  C.  B.  Fiy's 
Magazine,"  which  is  far  and  away  the  best  six- 
penny devoted  to  sport  of  all  kinds  which  has  ever 
been  published.  There  are  about  150  illustrations 
and  twenty -six  articles,  including  one  by  Mr.*F.  G. 
Aflalo,  entitled,  "  Easter  and  April  for  Sportsmen," 
with  a  sketch-map  suggesting  holiday  resorts.  Mr. 
Aflalo  gives  useful  information  respecting  trout  and 
sea  fishing.  Mr.  Fry  has  made  a  great  hit  in  his 
first  number,  and  I  hope  he  will  go  on  scoring  for 
many  centuries — I  mean  numbers. 

American  Brook  Trout  Eggs  for  Japan. 

From  a  note  in  the  "  American  Fish-Culturist  "  I 
see  that  in  January,  1902,  and  again  in  January, 
1903,  the  American  Bureau  of  Fisheries  sent  25,000 
brook  trout  eggs  to  Sir  Claude  M.  MacDonald,  our 
Minister  at  Tokyo,  Japan,  which  reached  their 
destination  in  fine  condition.  It  would  be  very 
interesting  to  hear  from  Sir  Gaude  how  the  brook 
trout  get  on.  In  this  country  they  have  been  tried 
for  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  with  no  success  in 
our  rivers,  and  with  but  poor  results  in  lakes  and 
ponds — that  is,  in  a  wild  state.  They  can  be  grown 
successfully  if  constantly  fed  in  small  ponds. 

R,  B,  Marston, 


HOW  AND  "WHERE  TO  FISH  FOE 
TEOUT,  HUCHEN,  GRAYLING, 
ETC.,  IN  BOSNIA  AND  HERZE- 
GOVINA. 

By  Dr.  Karl  Heintz. 

When  Dr.  Heintz  was  in  England  last  May  he  told 
me  of  the  fine  sport  to  be  had  in  the  rivers  and  lakes  of 
Bosnia  and  Herzegovina,  and  I  have  much  pleasure 
in  giving  a  translation  of  some  notes  he  put  together 
at  my  request  on  the  subject  as  I  am  sure  they  will  prove 
mast  useful  and  suggestive  for  English  anglers  on  the 
look-out  -for  new  and  good  fishing  waters. — R.  B. 
Marston. 

The  Treaty  of  Berlin  (1878)  was  a  blessing  for  the 
Turkish  provinces  of  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina,  for 
since  the  Austro- Hungarian  Government  has  esta- 
bUshed  good  order  and  a  settled  condition  of  things 
in  the  Balkan  peninsula  visitors  to  that  once  dis- 
tracted country  are  now  assured  not  only  of  perfect 
security,  but  also  of  all  the  comforts  provided  by 
good  roads,  railroads,  hotels,  inns,  etc.  The  inhabi- 
tants have  learned  to  appreciate  the  advantages  of 
living  under  just,  impartial,  and  well-ordered 
government,  the  different  religious  bodies  live 
amicably  together  in  happy  contentment^  No 


stranger  has  anything  to  fear  even  in  the  remotest 
parts  of  the  country  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  wiU  meet 
with  the  kindest  reception,  and  everywhere  find 
the  people  anxious  to  please.  Of  course,  one  must 
be  careful  not  to  enter  a  Turkish  house  uninvited, 
as,  on  account  of  the  women,  the  law  of  Islam  forbids 
it,  but  with  proper  introduction  even  here  the  visitor 
will  receive  the  greatest  attention  and  hospitahty. 

In  the  autumn  of  last  year  (19P3),  armed  with  an 
open  order  from  the  Imjierial  and  Royal  Austro- 
Hungarian  Ministry,  I  made  a  journey  through 
Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  for  the  purpose  of  making 
ichthyological  researches.-  On  this  journey  I  expe- 
rienced the  kindest  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the 
local  officials.'  In  the  company  of  the  Government 
fisheries  inspector  who  was  deputed  to  be  my  guide 
and  interpreter,  I  visited  the  most  important  rivers 
and  lakes,  and  am  now  in  a  position  to  give  authentic 
information,  not  only  as  regards  the  fishing,  but  also 
respecting  the  best  routes,  quarters,  and  living 
facilities. 

The  coimtry  is  rich  in  natural  beauty,  and  what 
lends  it  a  special  charm  is  the  fact  that  it  offers  the 
novelty  of  seeing  perfectly  Oriental  hfe  and  ways, 
combined  with  the  convenience  and  comfort  of  the 
East.  In  the  to-wns  one  finds  European  hotels  with 
excellent  Vienna  cooking  at  very  moderate  charges  ; 
in  the  smaller  places  there  are  Aerarian  hotels  (run 
by  the  Government),  and  in  the  remotest  districts 


there  are  gendarmerie  stations  where  simple  but 
good  and  clean  accommodation  and  Uving  are  to  be 
found. 

The  two  countries  offer  two  different  river  dis- 
tricts— the  Bosnian  streams  flow  into  the  Save,  a 
tributary  of  the  Danube  ;  those  of  Herzegovina  flow 
into  the  Adriatic  or  else  disappear  in  the  arid  Karst 
plains,  to  reappear  nearer  the  sea  as  new  rivers. 

The  fish -fauna  of  the  two  districts  is  very 
different;  The  only  important  fish  common  to  both 
is  the  trout  (Salmo  fario).  The  three  most  impor- 
tant fish  of  Bosnia,  from  the  angler's  point  of  view, 
are  the  trout,  grayUng,  and  huchen ;  pike  hardly 
count,  and  the  CyprinidaB  I  think  I  need  not  trouble 
about. 

Trout  are  found  in  the  mountain  streams,  and  are 
very  numerous  and  of  great  size  in  both  the  Pliva 
Lakes,  near  Jajce.  Grayhng  are  found  wherever 
the  streams  increase  in  size,  and  in  the  larger  rivers 
the  huchen  reign  supreme,  and  in  broad,  deep 
waters  attain  a  great  size — \xy>  to  601b. 

In  the  running  waters  one  meets  chiefly  with  trout, 
particularly  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Vrbas  and 
Bosna ;  in  the  Lasva ;  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Jajce ;  in  the  tributaries  of  the  Phva  Lakes  ;  and 
in  the  Krusnica  Avhich  springs  as  a  stately  httle 
stream  directly  out  of  a  cavern  in  the  rocks — in 
this  water  I  have,  on  the  same  day,  caught  trout, 
grayUng,  and  huchen  (juite  near  its  source^ 


Fine  specimens  of  huchen  are  found  in  the  Unna, 
and  this  fine  salmon-Uke  fish  is  very  plentiful  in  the 
Vrbas,  especially  in  its  upper  course  from  Dolnji 
Vakuf  downwards.  Unfortunately,  the  banks  are 
so  overgrown  in  many  places  that  it  is  only  when  the 
river  is  low,  and  then  only  by  wading,  that  one  can 
get  at  it. 

Below  Jajce  one  can  follow  the  course  of  the 
turbulent  Vrbas  for  forty  miles  along  the  splendid 
mountain  road,  amid  scenery  which  continually 
reminds  one  of  the  finest  districts  of  Switzerland. 
The  Vrbas  roars  along  its  rocky  bed,  continually 
hurhng  itself  in  fine  cascades  into  deep,  dark,  rock- 
bound  pools  which,  though  very  enticing  to  the 
angler,  are  very  difficult  to  fish,  as  wading  is  out  of 
the  question,  and  it  is  a  case  of  continual  climbing 
over  rocks  to  find  a  place  from  which  to  fish.  But 
on  nearing  Banjaluka  the  Vrbas  widens  out,  and  the 
streams  are  too  powerful  to  permit  the  haunts  of 
the  huchen  to  be  easily  found ;  for  this  purpose  the 
Vrbanja,  which  falls  into  the  Vrbas  below  Banja- 
luka, ought  to  be  more  suitable,  but,  unfortunately, 
a  good  many  huchen  are  still  killed  here  in  the 
spawning  season — speared  by  torchUght. 

One  of  the  best  rivers  for  huchen  angling  is  the 
Drina,  which  is  also  rich  in  grayUng,  especially  in 
its  upper  course.  The  Drina  offers  the  advantage 
that  by  making  \\s&  of  one  of  the  many  wooden 
rafts  which  drop  down  the  river  from  Visegrad  to 


Zwornik,  one  can  enjoy  the  splendid  scenery,  and 
get  off  to  fish  at  all  the  suitable  places.  As  there  are 
no  -villages  or  streets  in  the  -vicinity  of  the  river  here 
it  is  necessary  to  take  provisions  and  some  sort  of 
tent  or  other  means  of  getting  under  cover  at  night. 
Those  who  do  not  mind  roughing  it  a  httle  in  this 
way  -will  be  well  rewarded  by  an  interesting  voyage 
through  the  grandest  scenery,  but  will  also  have 
plenty  of  opportunity  for  fishing  an  almost  virgin 
water. 

I  think  I  have  now  mentioned  the  most  important 
matters  relating  to  fishing  in  Bosnia,  and  will  now 
turn  to  the  rivers  of  Herzegovina  which  flow  into 
the  Adriatic. 

In  the  Herzegovina,  with  the  exception  of  the  eel 
which  is  very  plentiful,  and  enters  the  rivers  in  great 
numbers  from  the  Adriatic,  there  is  only  one  fish, 
the  trout  (S.  fario),  which  is  kno\vn  in  northern  coun- 
tries. On  the  other  hand,  we  find  three  kinds  of 
ealmonidaj  which  are  found  only  in  the  tributaries 
of  the  Adria,  and  are  unkno-wn  elsewhere. 

No  ichthyological  work  mentions  them  with  the 
exception  of  "  The  Fresh-water  Fish  of  Austria," 
by  Heckel  and  Kner,  pubUshed  in  1858.  In  this 
work  Heckel  mentions  three  new  species — namely, 
Salmo  obtusirostris,  S.  deutex,  and  S.  genivittatus.* 


*  I  do  not  see  that  Dr.  Giinther  mentions  any  of 
these.— R.  B.  M. 
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Steindacher,  in  his  ichthyological  contributions 
(Report  of  Proceedings  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Vienna,  1882),  gives  the  S.  ohtusirostris  only  as  a 
new  species,  and  says  the  other  two  are  only 
varieties  of  S.  fano. 

Steindacher  copies  the  S.  genivittatus  of  Heckel 
(of  which  Heckel  only  saw  one  specimen,  which  he 
■wrongly  describes),  and  calls  it  TriMa  fario,  varietas 
marmorata.  I  am  imable  to  accept  his  conclusions 
for  various  reasons  which  I  cannot  fully  go  into 
here,  but  must  retain  the  name  Salmo  marmoratus, 
not  as  that  of  a  variety  or  "  sport "  of  the  trout, 
but  as  a  separate,  quite  distinct  species. 

S.  marmoratus  is  in  growth  and  habits  very  much 
akin  to  the  huchen,  and  frequently  attains  a  weight 
of  from  301b.  to  501b.,  and  even  to  701b.*    It  is 
I  found  chiefly  in  the  Narenta  from  the  brackish 
I  water  to  the  source,  but  never  visits  the  sea  as  the 
I  salmon  does.    At  the  spawning  time  (in  December 
!  and  January)  it  ascends  the  river  as  far  as  the 
village  of  Glavaticevo,  where  formerly  great  numbers 
were  speared  ;  from  this  place  it  gets  the  local  name 
of  "  glavatica." 

Up  to  a  weight  of  81b.  to  101b.  S.  marmoratus  takes 
the  fly  well ;  larger  fish  are  caught  almost  exclu- 
sively with  the  spinning  bait.    I  know  no  fish  which 
j  goes  at  the  spinner  with  such  a  dash  and  fights  so 
,  wildly  when  hooked,  with  perhaps  the  single  excep- 
!  tion  of  the  salmon,  which  alone  equals  it  for  strength 
1  and  endurance.    He  fights  desperately  for  hfe, 
I  often  leaps  out  of  the  water,  shoots  hke  hghtning 
I  into  the  depths,  and  makes  long  runs;    What  makes 
i  the  capture  of  this  fish  specially  exciting  are  the 
\  difficulties  of  landing  it.    I  know  no  river  -n-ith  such 
almost  continuously  difi&cult  banks  to  fish  from  as 
the  Narenta  ;  right  and  left  rise  towering  walls  of 
rock,  the  river-bed  and  its  immediate  sides  are 
I  strewn  with  rock  debris  and  giant  stones,  smoothed 
and  rounded  by  thousands  of  years  of  exposure  to 
i  the  stream.    This  means  that  in  following  a  hooked 
I  fish  as  he  dashes  from  one  wild  pool  to  another  in  his 
1  rush  down  stream  one  must  be  continually  jumping 
;  and  clambering  over  the  stones  and  rocks,  while 
gaffing  is  made  more  difficult  by  the  fact  that  it 
must  be  done  in  the  stream,  the  steep,  rocky  walls 
affording  but  few  quiet  spots  in  which  to  draw  a  fish. 

The  <S'.  obtusirostris  (Heckel)  reminds  one  at  first 
sight  very  much  of  the  trout,  especially  in  external 
I  appearance,  but  it  has  larger  scales,  a  narrower 
!  ("  gestreckter "  ?)  head,  protruding   upper  jaw, 
i  shorter  mouth  opening,  so  that  it  resembles  some- 
what the  grayUng,  for  which  reason  Steindacher 
describes  it  as  a  highly  interesting  link  between 
S.  fario  and  S.  Thymallus. 

S.  obtusirostris  is  found  chiefly  in  the  middle  and 
lower  course  of  the  Narenta,  spawns  from  December 
!  to  end  of  March,  often  attains  a  weight  of  from  31b. 
I  to  5lb.,  and  is  said  to  reach  101b.  and  more,  and, 
'  like  the  grayling,  lives  principally  on  flies,  larvae, 
and  crustaceans.    It  rises  freely  to  the  artificial 
fly,  and  affords  excellent  sport. 
The  S.  deuttx  (Heckel)  is  considered  by  Stein- 
j  dacher,  as  already  mentioned,  as  only  a  variety  of 
I  B.  fario,  but  I  cannot  agree  with  this  conclusion. 
I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  we  have  here  to  do 
with  a  distinct  species  of  fish.    The  fish  described  by 
Heckel  as  S.  deutex  has  a  much  stronger  show  of 
teeth  than  S.  fario  ;  it  also  differs  from  it  in  having 
much  smaller  and  more  numerous  red  and  black 
spots  which  are  distributed  over  the  entire  skin. 
S.  deutex  and  <S'.  fario  are  found  together  in  the 
Narenta,  and  are  easily  distinguished  at  the  first 
glance.    In  addition  to  the  typical  kinds  there  are 
doubtless  cross-breeds,  which  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  seeing   that  there  are  four  different  kinds  of 
salmonid®  in  the  Narenta,  but  it  adds  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  distinguishing  them. 

The  S.  deuttx  is  found  chiefly  in  the  upper  course 
of  the  river,  feeds  like  the  trout  on  insects  and  small 
fish,  spawns  from  November  to  February,  and 
attains  a  weight  up  to  101b.  It  takes  the  fly  and 
the  spinning-bait  well,  and  is  quite  as  good  a 
sporting  fish  as  the  trout. 

Steindacher  says  that  he  saw  a  specimen  of  the 
so-called  »S'.  deutex  which  was  5  feet  in  length.  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  this  must  have  been 
rn/xrmoratus. 

four  salmonidae  mentioned  are  also  met  with 
in  the  Rama,  a  tributary  of  the  Narenta,  which  is 
well  supplied  with  fish,  and  easier  to  fish,  but  for  that 
reason  gets  much  more  attention  from  poachers  and 
local  fishermen  with  their  primitive  tackle  (reels  are 
'inknowTi). 

*  This  is  nearly  the  top  weight  for  S.  salar  in  the 
i-mted  Kingdom,— R.  B,  M. 


But  I  hope  that  my  representations  to  the  Govern- 
ment will  result  in  the  Rama  being  protected,  like 
the  Borki  lake,  which  can  bo  fished  by  strangers, 
and  affords  first-rate  trout  fishing  (S^  deutex)  both 
with  fly  and  spinning-bait. 

Another  tributary  of  the  Narenta  which  is  full  of 
trout  and  S.  deutex  is  the  Buna ;  it  can  easily  be 
reached  from  Mostar,  and  will  well  repay  a  visit, 
especially  to  view  the  spot  where  this  river  leaps  to 
Ught  from  a  cavern  at  the  foot  of  an  almost  per- 
pendicular rock  800  feet  in  height. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  mention  the  Trebinjcica, 
which  gives  its  name  to  the  town  of  Trebinje  on  its 
banks.  This  river  is  interesting  inasmuch  as  after 
a  course  of  over  20  miles  it  suddenly  disappears  in 
the  Karst,  and  so  rainbows  placed  in  it  have  done 
splendidly.  Since  1895,  10,000  eyed  rainbow  ova 
have  been  placed  in  this  stream  with  the  result  that 
the  capture  of  fish  up  to  101b.  and  111b.  is  now  not 
uncommon.* 

Permission  to  fish  with  rod  and  Une  is  very  easily 
obtainable,  as  the  fishing  is  almost  free.  All  that 
is  necessary  is  to  obtain  a  licence  from  the  officials 
of  the  district  one  wishes  to  fish  in,  which  costs  only 
tenpence.  It  is  advisable  before  leaving  Sarajevo 
to  apply  for  an  open  order  from  the  Government, 
which  makes  things  easy  for  the  traveller  with  the 
local  officials  and  pohce,  and  is  always  wiUingly 
accorded.  If  the  intending  visitor  adds  a  request 
that  the  manager  of  the  fine  fish-breeding  estabhsh- 
ment  at  Bosna  Springs  may  be  allowed  as  far  as  his 
duties  permit  to  accompany  the  angler,  a  double 
advantage  is  obtained,  as  he  thus  gets,  not  only  a 
guide,  but  also  an  interpreter,  who  knows  German 
as  well  as  the  language  of  the  country.  With  a 
knowledge  of  German  the  visitor  to  Bosnia  and 
Herzegovina  will  get  along  all  right,  as  he  is  sure  to 
fiind  someone  who  understands  it ;  Enghsh  is  quite 
unknown.' 

The  best  times  of  year  to  go,  especially  if  one 
intends  to  visit  both  countries,  are  the  spring  and 
autumn.  In  the  spring,  from  the  middle  of  May  to 
end  of  June,  and  in  the  autumn,  September  and 
October.  After  October  when  trout  fishing  is  over 
huchen  fishing  can  still  be  enjoyed  up  to  the  end  of 
November  with  favourable  weather  ;  the  rainbow 
trout  fishing  is  also  good  in  the  late  autumn  in  the 
Trebinjcica. 

The  journey  can  be  taken  from  Trieste  or  Fiume 
by  steamer  to  Ragusa,  then  via  Mostar,  Sarajevo, 
Jajace,  Banjaluka  to  Agram,  Graz,  Vienna,  or 
Salzburg,  or  vice  versa. 

The  best  headquarters  are : — Trebinje  (good 
hotel)  for  fishing  the  Trebinjcica  for  rainbows. 
Mostar  (very  good  Aerarian  hotel)  for  fishing  the 
Narenta,  above  and  below  the  town  (four  different 
kinds  of  salmonidoe),  and  the  Buna. 

Then  take  the  train  up-country  to  Jablanica  (good 
hotel),  which  spot  beats  all  others  as  headquarters 
for  angUng  excursions;  Above  and  below  the  hotel, 
which  is  close  to  the  Narenta,  there  are  excellent 
fishing  places,  while  the  Rama  Valley  and  the  capital 
fishing  in  the  Rama  are  easily  accessible,  and  the 
lover  of  grand  scenery  can  hardly  go  wrong. 

Higher  up-stream  the  angler  can  leave  the  train 
at  the  railway  restaurant  at  Konjica,  where  again 
there  is  first-rate  fishing  in  the  Narenta,  both  above 
and  below  the  town. 

Four  hours  from  Konjica  is  the  Borki  Lake,  full 
of  trout,  where  accommodation  can  be  had ;  it  is 
well  worth  a  visit; 

After  a  short  stay  in  the  very  interesting  capital 
town,  Sarajevo,  one  should  pay  a  visit  to  the 
extremely  comfortable  Bad  Ilidze,  where  excellent 
fishing  is  to  be  had. 

On  no  account  should  one  omit  to  visit  the 
famous  Bosna  Springs,  and  go  over  the  splendid 
fish-breeding  establishment  there,  so  admirably 
managed  by  Herr  Director  Schubert,  who  will  be 
not  only  pleased  to  show  the  visitor  over  his  place, 
but  will  also  put  him  in  the  way  to  get  sport  in  that 
splendid  fishing  stream,  the  Bosna,  which  is  pre- 
served by  the  State. 

After  returning  from  these  excursions  to  Sarajevo, 
if  the  angler  has  time,  he  should  try  the  River  Drina 
at  Visegrad  ;  otherwise  he  should  go  on  northwards 
to  Travnik  in  order  to  fish  the  Lasva  ;  then  on  to 
Station  Dolnji  Vakuf,  centre  for  fishing  the  Upper 
Vrbas  and  its  tributaries,  and  then  on  to  Jajce. 

At  Jajce  there  is  a  very  good  Aerarian  hotel. 


*  As  the  Manifold  in  Derbyshire  loses  itself  in  the 
ground  in  a  similar  way,  only  gradually,  it  might 
answer  also  for  rainbows.  Sir  Thomas  W^rdle 
might  consider  this  suggestion. — R.  B.  ^, 


situated  conveniently  for  fishing  many  excellent 
waters,  including  the  Vrbas,  above  and  below,  and 
the  Pliva  River  and  Lake,  etc.,  and  the  angler's 
enjoyment  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the  glorious 
natural  scenery  of  the  district. 

From  Jajce  to  Banjaluka  the  diligence  follows 
the  course  of  the  roaring  Vrbas  along  a  fine  road  in 
grand  scenery. 

At  Banjaluka  the  Vrbas  and  the  Vrbanja  can  b» 
fished,  and  then  the  train  taken  to  Novi. 

Novi,  on  the  Unna,  is  the  point  of  departure  for 
the  district  of  the  Upper  Unna,  which  is  rich  in 
huchen.  and  also  in  trout  in  the  part  above  Bihac. 

The  Unna  can  also  be  fished  from  Krupa,  as  well 
as  the  fcusnica; 

At  all  the  places  mentioned  accommodation  is  to 
be  had  at  hotels  or  inns,  which  are  all  managed  by 
Germans; 

Those  (and  they  will  probably  be  the  majority) 
who  do  not  elect  to  fish  tho  Unna  can  take  the  train 
direct  from  Banjaluka  to  Agram,  but  those  who 
have  time  and  favourable  weather  and  water  should 
not  leave  the  country  without  trying  the  sport- 
giving  huchen  of  the  Unna  River. 

[I  am  sure  we  are  much  indebted  to  Dr.  Heintz  for 
this  account  of  what  is  practically  a  new  and  evi- 
dently a  very  good  angling  district.  I  herewith  give 
a  sketch  map,  as  I  fear  in  translating  I  may  have 
given  some  of  the  names  incorrectly.  A  little  illus- 
trated guide  to  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina  by  Dr; 
Neufeld,  pubhshed  by  Hartleben,  of  Vienna,  will  be 
found  extremely  useful  Dr.  Heintz  tells  me  that 
an  "  Aerarian  ■'  hotel  is  one  erected  by  the  Govern- 
ment—R.  B.  M.] 


"THINGS  THAT  HAPPEN  WHEN 
WE  GO  A-FISHING." 

[A  paper  read  before  the  members  and  friends  of 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society  on  March  15,  1904,  by 
Robert  Stanley  (author  of  "  AngUng  Anecdotes  ").] 


It  is  not  well  to  begin  with  an  apology,  but  it  ia 
necessary.  I  have  called  this  little  paper,  "  Tilings 
that  Happen  when  we  go  A- Fishing."  It  should  be 
when  /  go  a-fishing,  because  most  of  the  things 
I  have  to  tell  have  happened  to  me.  So  if  there  is  a 
good  deal  of  /  about  it,  you  must  please  excuse. 

It  has  always  seemed  to  me  that  one  of  the  great 
joys  of  fishing  are  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome. 
There  are  so  many  things  that  happen — here  are 
tho  wind  and  the  weather,  the  droughts  and  the 
floods,  the  snags  and  the  weeds,  the  boughs  that 
catch  our  fine  when  we  are  fly  fishing,  and  the  twigs 
we  pick  up  when  we  are  spinning ;  the  reel  that  over- 
runs, the  fine  that  kinks,  the  hook  that  straightens, 
the  jack  that  comes  along  and  spoils  oxxr  roach 
swim,  and  the  porpoise  that  comes  along  and  spoils 
our  whiting  swim  ;  there  are  the  people  who  stand 
by  and  give  advice,  and  there  is  tho  man  who  gets 
our  favourite  spot  just  before  we  do,  and  there  is  the 
friend  who  comes  "  just  to  see  how  it's  done,"  and 
who  thinks  it  is  "  all  right  as  long  as  they  bite,"  and 
wants  to  know  "  how  long  before  lunch  is  ready  "  ; 
there  is  the  man  who  lands  j'our  fish  by  putting  the 
net  over  it,  and  who  breaks  your  fine,  and  there  is 
the  day's  leave  you  get  on  a  famous  trout  stream, 
and  arrive  to  find  weed-cutting  in  progress.  These 
are  a  few  of  the  usual  things  that  happen.  Then 
there  are  the  unusual.  I  remember  some  j'ears  ago 
a  fortnight's  hoUday  on  the  coast.  Everything 
seemed  perfect.  It  was  late  autumn,  but  the 
summer  fish  were  still  about  and  the  ^^dnter  fish 
were  in,  and  for  the  first  week  sport  was  wonderful. 
Anyone  with  the  roughest  tackle  could  get  a  bagful 
of  fine  fish.  Then  came  the  check — the  unlooked- 
for  thing  happened.  A  sliip  wrecked  in  the  pre\-ious 
spring  had  been  shifted  by  the  winds  and  waves  into 
the  harbour  channel,  and  the  order  had  come  to 
blow  it  up,  and  blomi  up  it  was — not,  mind  you,  in 
one  attempt.  No,  it  took  six  days  to  do  it,  and 
that  ended  the  sport.  That  second  week  of  my 
holiday  neither  I  nor,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  anyone 
else  took  any  fish  at  all. 

I  remember  a  thing  that  happened  to  me  in 
Sussex — on  the  Chichester  Canal,  to  be  exact.  It 
is  some  years  ago,  and  I  had  not  got  rid  of  the  idea 
that  a  very  fuie  rod  and  a  very  fine  ^\'inch  and  the 
most  expensive  float  and  an  elegant  camp-stool 
were  the  things  that  gave  you  the  best  chance  of 
catching  fish.  \VeU,  I  had  sat  for  some  hours — under 
a  patent  umbrella,  by  the  bye — and  wearing  a  sorb 
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of  half-wideawake,  half-deerstalker  hat,  that  I  had 
bought  because  it  was  called  a  "  fishing  hat,"  and  I 
fished  and  fished,  but,  despite  the  elegant  outfit,  I 
had  not  even  a  bite  to  my  credit.  Then  along  the 
towing-path  there  came  the  proverbial  small  boy. 
He  had  a  long  hazel  wand,  about  two  yards  of  whip- 
cord, a  hook  mounted  on  a  sort  of  twisted  catgut, 
and  a  stout  barrel  float — the  sort  of  tackle  that  you 
can  buy  in  a  sweet-stuff  shop  done  up  round  a  piece 
of  split  bamboo  for  one  penny  ;  but  as  a  set-off  to 
the  tackle  he  also  had  a  string  of  roach  and  perch 
Buch  as  I  had  never  caiight  in  my  life — fish  of  a 
pound  and  a  pound  and  a  half,  the  whole  thing 
topped  up  by  a  31b.  tench.  He  sat  quietly  down 
at  a  respectful  distance  and  watched  me  fish.  It 
made  me  nervous.  I  saw  him  eyeing  my  superior 
gear  with  wonderment  and  awe.  However,  as  time 
wore  on  and  I  stiU  caught  nothing,  he  became  com- 
municative. "  Got  any  like  this  ?  "  he  said,  holding 
up  the  3-pounder.  I  had  to  admit,  "  None."  "Or 
like  this,  or  this  ?  "  He  ran  aU  along  the  string,  and 
to  all  the  questions  I  had  to  say,  "  No."  The  boy 
began  to  annoy  me  ;  the  injustice  of  it  was  what  I 
could  not  forgive.  At  last,  "  Look  here,"  I  said, 
"I'll  give  you  a  penny  if  yoa'U  tell  me  where  you 
got  them."  He  shook  his  head.  "  Tuppence — 
threepence — sixpence  ?  "  "  No,"  not  even  for  six- 
pence. Well,  then,  another  idea :  he  should  lend 
me  his  rod  and  I  would  lend  him  mine.  Yes,  he 
would  do  that.  "  And,"  he  said  (afterwards  I  re- 
membered he  seemed  quite  eager  about  it)  he 
"  would  show  rae  where  to  go."  Right — we  struck 
a  bargain  :  I  should  fish  where  he  had  been  and  he 
should  fish  where  I  had  been,  and  in  an  hour's  time 
we  should  see  who  had  caught  most.  The  boy 
walked  me  round  a  bend  about  half  a  mile  away, 
pointed  out  a  nice  piece  of  open  water,  said,  "  There 
they  be,"  shouldered  my  rod  and  left  me.  The  boy 
was  right.  In  a  few  minutes  I  had  his  hazel  wand 
bending  nearly  double  to  a  pound  roach  ;  another, 
and  another,  and  yet  another  :  it  was  sport  indeed. 
That  boy  should  have  a  shilling  for  himself.  I  had 
never  caught  poimd  roach  before  in  my  life.  They 
still  Ixt,  but  the  hour  was  up,  and  curiosity  tempted 
me  to  walk  along  to  the  bend  and  see  what  he  was 
catching.  I  peeped  round  the  corner  quietly  ;  I 
felt  sm'e  of  victory — but — well — the  case  was  some- 
thing like  that  in  "  Misadventures  at  Margate  "  in 
"  The  Ingoldsby  Legends." 

"  When  I  came  back  I  gazed  about — I  gazed  on 
stool  and  chair, 
I  could  not  see  my  little  friend,  because  he  was  not 
there. 

I  peeped  beneath  the  table-cloth,  beneath  the 

sofa,  too  ; 

I  said,  '  You  little  vulgar  boy,  why  what's  become 
of  you  ?  " 

There  was  no  doubt  about  the  matter  :  he  had  gone, 
and  with  him  my  splendid  rod  and  line  ;  but  I 
counted  them  well  lost,  for  I  had  been  taught  a 
lesson  in  fishing  that  has  stood  me  in  good  stead 
ever  since. 

Advice. 

Another  thing  that  happens  is  the  advice  from 
onlookers.  We  all  know  the  officious  stranger  who 
says,  "  You've  got  a  bite,  guv'nor,"  when  a  strong 
live-bait  has  run  our  float  a  little  bit  under,  and  the 
man  who  thinks  we  should  "  do  better  with  worms  " 
when  we  have  only  got  gentles,  and  the  man  who 
would  "  show  us  if  he'd  only  got  his  rod,"  and  the 
man  who  says,  "  Ah,  I  can  remember  the  time  when 
this  bit  of  water  was  worth  fislung."  I  remember 
a  thing  that  happened  to  a  friend  of  mine — a  certain 
Braconnier,  or  Brae,  for  short.  He  and  I  were 
ledgering  for  bream  in  the  Thames  one  day,  and 
Brae,  according  to  habit,  was  dreamily  watching 
his  rod  and  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  a  persistent  advice- 
giver.  The  man  was  evidently  of  a  very  keen, 
excitable  nature,  in  striking  contrast  to  Brae,  who 
is,  if  left  alone,  of  a  particularly  peaceful  turn  of 
mind.  Watching  him  from  some  little  distance,  and 
noticing  the  man's  continual  attempts  at  conversa 
tion,  I  saw  the  gathering  storm — but  it  came  sooner 
than  I  expected.  It  seemed  that  Brae  had  a  bite, 
the  slow,  persistent  bite  of  a  big  bream.  This  was 
evidently  too  much  for  our  would-be  guide 
"  Strike,"  he  said  excitedly  ;  "  strike,  or  you'll  lose 
him  !  "  Still  Brae  sat  quiet.  "  He's  still  there,' 
said  the  man,  and  then  suddenly,  and  evidently  over 
come  by  his  feelings,  ho  stooped  down,  picked  up 
Brae's  rod,  and  struck  with  all  his  might.  It  must 
have  been  a  heavy  fish,  for  the  rod  broke  clean  in 
half,  and  the  man,  throwing  down  the  pieces,  and 
seeing  Brae's  look  of  fury,  took  to  his  heels  and  ran 
for  dear  life.  Luckily  for  him  Brae  had  fishing  boots 
and  gaiters  on,  and  so  was  hampered  and  unsuc- 
cessful in  the  chase,  or  that  advice-giver  might  have 
had  a  very  severe  lesson ;  indeed,  to  this  day  Brae 
still  vows  vengeance. 

Another  thing  that  happens  is  Lunch.  It  has 
long  been  a  pet  fancy  of  mine  that  the  best  fish  are 
always  taken  during  lunch,  especially  in  those  sorts 


of  fishing  where  the  fish  strike  themselves.  I  do  not 
want  to  raise  the  old  vexed  question  of  "to  strike 
or  not  to  strike,"  but  as  evidence  in  favour  of  the 
"  against  "  I  can  safely  say  that  in  sea  fishing  I  have 
many  a  time  hooked  the  fish  that  topped  the  basket 
while  I  held  a  flask  or  a  sandwich  in  my  hand 
instead  of  a  rod— that  is  to  say,  the  fish  struck  and 
hooked  itself. 

That  fishermen  should  want  lunch  has  always 
been  looked  upon  as  a  sort  of  joko  by  non-anglers. 
One's  home  circle  has  always  some  fim  to  make  of 
it ;  but  then  they  also  have  the  packing  of  the 
hamper,  so  it  is  wisest  to  laugh  and  let  laugh.  In 
an  old  book,  "  The  Secrets  of  Angling,"  that  was 
published  in  1613,  the  writer  was  in  favour  of  no 
lunch  at  all.  He  speaks  of  the  gifts  necessary  to 
make  a  true  fisherman,  and  this  is  one  of  them  : 

"  The  eleventh  good  gift,  and  hardest  to  endure. 
Is  fasting  long  from  all  superfluous  fare." 

A  little  farther  on  he  refers  to  the  flask  or  leather 
"bottel"  which  all  good  anglers  are  supposed  to 
carry.  I  don't  know  whether  "  whisky  wine " 
was  invented  in  those  days,  but  this  is  his  cure  for 
thirst : 

"  And  with  the  liquor  of  the  waters  pure 
Acquaint  yourself  if  you  cannot  forbeare." 

A  thing  that  happened  once  when  I  went  a-fisliing 
was  that  a  lunch  lost  me  permission  to  go  there 
again.  It  was,  I  consider,  through  no  fault  of  my 
own  ;  but  regrets  are  vain,  for  my  two  friends  and 
myself  gave  lasting  offence,  and  that  lake  will  not 
see  us  again.  It  was  this  way.  Firstly,  let  me  say, 
our  host  was  no  fisherman  and  not  much  in  sym- 
pathy with  us  :  "  Couldn't  understand  it,"  "  slow 
work,"  "no  good  when  you  do  get  them,"  and  so 
on.  However,  he  gave  us  leave,  and  down  we  came. 
It  was  somewhere  in  Kent,  and  was,  I  think,  the 
finest  piece  of  pike  water  I  have  ever  fished.  I 
would  rather  not  say  how  many  we  caught,  but  this 
I  will  own — there  were  no  monsters  ;  but  it  was  not 
for  want  of  hooking  them.  We  were  smashed  up 
seven  times  that  day,  much  as  a  carp  will  sometimes 
go  away  with  a  tight  line  on  a  roach  pole.  Our  gear 
was  in  noway  strong  enough  for  the  big  pike  in  that 
lake.  But  oh,  the  excitement  of  it  !  There  was-  no 
talking  in  the  boat  that  day  ;  there  was  a  grim  but 
happy  silence,  and  seven  and  eight  pounders  were 
as  frequent  as  pout-whiting  off  Brighton.  Then 
came  lunch-time.  Limch  ! — we  scorned  the  idea. 
A  nip  from  a  flask  and  a  hasty  sandwich  was  oiu- 
outside  limit,  and  that  finished,  we  fell  to  work 
again.  But  we  had  reckoned  without  our  host.  A 
shout  from  the'bank, "  Hi !  you  chaps,  lunch  is  ready." 
We  all  looked  up  —  a  quite  unlooked-for  thing 
had  happened — a  thing  that  doesn't  often  happen 
when  you  go  a-fishing.  Our  host  had  sent  us  down 
a  champagne  lunch.  There  it  was  all  spread  out  on 
a  large  table.  It  was  more  than  a  lunch  ;  it  was  a 
cold  collation  ;  and  there  also  were  two  footmen 
waiting  to  serve  us  at  ovu"  pleasure.  Now  we  had 
only  written  for  leave,  and  our  host  was  unknown 
to  us,  so  that  we  alone  are  to  blame  for  what 
happened.  We  abused  his  generosity,  we  outraged 
his  hospitality.  The  thing  we  did  was  past  forgive- 
ness, and  the  lake  has  been  closed  to  us  ever  since. 
It  was  not  that  we  took  too  much,  that  we  finished 
one  bottle  and  called  for  another,  and  yet  another  : 
no,  it  was  not  that.  It  was  that  we  took  too  little — 
that  we  took  none  at  all,  in  fact.  That  was  the 
trouble  ;  that  was  our  unpardonable  crime.  It  was 
not  our  fault :  it  was  the  sport.  We  meant  to  go 
ashore  at  once.  We  called  out,  "  Thank  you  very 
much"  ;  our  hospitable  host  called  out  to  us  to 
"  Make  a  good  meal  "  ;  we  called  back  that  we 
would.  He  left  us  to  it,  and  we — well,  we  forgot  it. 
Never  before  or  since  have  I  caught  so  many  pike, 
and  that  is  our  only  excuse.  The  time  came  to  pack 
up,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  did  we  remember 
the  lunch.  We  rowed  back  to  where  it  had  been 
spread,  and  it  was  gone,  and  with  it  our  last  hope. 
If  we  could  have  fallen  to  then  and  there  and  shown 
our  proper  appreciation  all  might  still  have  been 
well  ;  but  the  two  footmen,  acting,  as  we  afterwards 
found,  under  orders,  waited  three  hoiu-s,  and  then 
quietly  cleared  away  the  untasted  meal.  Our  host 
met  us  in  the  drive  and  bowed  us  out,  politely 
maldng  Ught  of  the  affair,  but  somehow  we  knew  it 
was  the  end  of  all.  If  he  had  only  been  a  fisherman 
he  would  have  understood  ;  but,  alas  !  he  was  not, 
and  so  I  must  put  that  down  as  one  of  the  most  un- 
fortunate things  that  has  happened  when  I  went 
a-fishing. 

{To  he  continued.) 


Furnished  Apartments  To  Let  in  Hamp- 
shire.— To  let,  furnished  apartments  in  superior 
farmhouse ;  two  reception,  three  or  four  bedrooms, 
with  attendance.  Good  lock-up  stable  and  coach- 
house if  required.'  Midway  between  Alton  and 
Herriard  Stations  on  the  L.  &  S.  W.  Ry.  Apply, 
M.  M.  Miller,  Park  Farm,  Shalden,  Alton,  Hants, 


NEAELY  FOKTY-FOUE  THOUSAND 
ACRES  OP  FREE  FISHING. 

Anglers  who  are  on  the  look-out  for  good  free  trout ^ 
and  other  fishing  should  make  a  note  of  the  followin 
extracts,  which  I  take  from  the  re-port  of  six  years'  work 
of  the  Corrib  Fisheries'  Association  that  has  been 
sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Scrope  P.  Doig,  the  hon.  sec.,  wh 
has  done  and  is  doing  suck  really  splendid  work  fo 
the  protection  and  improvement  of  angling  on  Loug% 
Corrib.  I  am  very  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Doig's  work  i' 
not  only  bearing  fruit,  or  rather  fish,  but  is  appreciate 
by  angling  visitors,  tvho  are  increasing  in  numbers  and 
subscribing  to  the  f  unds  of  the  association.  Mr.  Doig, 
whose  address  is  Oughterard,  will  be  glad  to  supply 
intending  visitors  with  information  respecting  the  fish- 
ing accommodation,  boats,  etc.  It  is  proposed  to  hold 
some  angling  competitions  on  Corrib  on  the  lines  of 
those  held  on  Loch  Leven,  and  to  aid  our  Irish  friends 
I  am  giving  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  a  copy  of  the 
rules  governing  the  Loch  Leven  contests.  If  all  the 
free  fishings  in  Ireland  were  looked  after  by  such  a 
good  angler  and  enthusiast  as  Mr.  Doig,  what  a  grand 
thing  it  would  he  for  the  country.  Excelleni  maps  are 
given  with  the  report. — R.  B.  Marston. 
Extracts  from  the  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Corrib  Fisheries'  Association. 

During  the  past  two  years  death  has  deprived 
the  association  of  two  of  its  most  valued  members. 
By  the  death  of  Colonel  J.  O'Hara,  of  Lenaboy,  the 
association  lost  one  of  its  original  founders,  and  one 
who  on  every  occasion  not  only  rendered  it  his  most 
generous  support,  but  also  by  his  cheering,  sound, 
and  kindly  advice  did  much  to  lighten  the  task  of 
the  honorary  secretary. 

Mr.  H.  Hodgson,  of  Currarevagh,  and  late  hon,- 
sec.  of  the  association,  has  also,  it  is  sad  to  relate, 
passed  over  to  the  majority.  Many  years  ago  he 
foresaw  that  the  use  of  cross-lines  on  the  Lakes 
Carra,  Mask,  and  Corrib  was  rapidly  destroying  the 
fishing  industry,  and  also  injuriously  affecting  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  districts  lying  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  those  grand  fishing  lakes.  Maay 
of  the  professional  fishermen  also  admitted  that 
owing  to  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  cross.' 
lines  it  was  getting  more  difficult  every  year  to  earn' 
a  living. 

It  was  through  Mr.  Hodgson's  initiative  that  this 
method  of  fishing  was  made  illegal  on  Loughs  Carra 
and  Mask  in  1895,  and  again  on  Lough  Corrib  in, 
1899.  It  was  also  through  his  exertions  that  the, 
present  association  was  formed  in  1898,  and  ol: 
which  he  was  hon.  sec.  up  to  January,  1902. 

The  fishing  during  the  past  season  has  been  on  a 
par  with  that  recorded  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  heavy  rains  in  the  winter  and  early 
part  of  the  spring  raised  the  level  of  the  lake  to  an 
abnormal  level,  the  highest  on  record  for  upwards 
of  fifty  years.  Later  on  cold  and  unseasonable 
winds  in  May  and  June  injuriously  affected  the  rise 
of  the  May  Fly,  which  was  both  late  and  scarce.  In 
July  successive  thimderstorms  and  heavy  rain 
delayed  the  advent  of  the  "  Harry."-  Taken  as  a 
whole,  it  was  a  most  disappointing  year  to  anglers. 
During  the  few  bright  calm  days  in  June  the  trottt 
could  be  seen  by  the  hundred  rising  all  over  the 
lake,  and  hopes  ran  high  that  when  the  breeze  came 
good  sport  would  be  had,  but,  alas  !  when  it  did  rise 
it  was  bitterly  cold,  and  for  some  unaccountable 
reason  the  fish  were  reluctant  to  rise. 

Catches  Recorded.- 

The  following  are  some  of  the  catches  obtained 
during  the  past  season  that  have  been  handed  in  tc 
the  hon.  sec.  :—  Dapping :  Colonel  Caulfield  in 
eleven  days  caught  seventy-six  trout,  weighing  651b.; 
Mr.  Coghlan- White  and  Captam  Holland,  in  fourteen 
days,  caught  eighty-six  trout,  weighing  931b.,  largest 
61b. ;  Mr.  DuCroz,  in  six  days,  thirty-three  trout 
weigtdng  291b.  ;  Mr.  Doig,  in  thirty-three  ahd  a 
half  days,  301  trout,  weighing  326ilb.  Trolling: 
Mr.  Coghlan-White,  in  six  days,  twenty  trout 
weighing  421b.  Mr.  Doig,  in  eleven  and  a  hal: 
days,  twenty  trout,  weighing  52|lb.  Casting :  Mr. 
Doig,  in  three  and  a  half  days,  three  trout,  TJlb. 
and  three  grilse,  14|lb.  General :  Mr.  Briggs,  ir 
forty-four  days,  thirty-nine  trout,  471b.,  one  salmon 
121b.,  thirteen  pike,  371b.,  and  fifty- three  perch. 
Mr.  Hardiman,  fishing  for  seventy-six  days,  caugh' 
281  trout,  weighing  297 fib.,  eight  pike,  weighing 
341b.,  and  fifty -six  perch.    Largest  trout  was  5ilb. 

Most  of  the  anglers  who  visit  the  lake  arnvi 
between  May  25  and  end  of  September,  and  th( 
method  of  fishing  most  generally  adopted  by  then 
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is  dapping  with  natural  flies,  such  as  the  May  Fly, 
the  Grasshopper,  the  Coch-y-Bondhu,  and  Harry  or 
1  Daddy-long-legs. 

^  HnsTs  ON  Dapping; 

As  many  anglers  come  who  have  not  had  much 
experience  of  this  kind  of  fishing,  it  may  be  useful 
to  give  here  a  few  hints  that  may  he  followed  with 
advantage,  and  which  are  the  result  of  the  hon. 
see's  experience.  The  art  of  dapping  is  quickly 
learnt,  though,  of  course,  like  other  arts,  the  more 
practice  you  have  the  better  you  will  succeed.  Any 
rod  will  do  from  12ft.  upwards,  but  the  ideal  rod  is 
a  16ft.  bamboo  cane  rod  with  a  greenheart  top  and 
an  extra  4ft.  cane  butt,  which  can  be  added  when 
the  breeze  is  light.  Any  ordinary  reel  will  do,  but 
again  the  ideal  one  is  one  with  an  adjustable  check. 
On  the  reel  there  should  be,  first,  40yds.  or  50yds.  of 
ordinary  silk  line,  such  as  is  used  for  casting  with 
the  artificial  fly.  and  then  about  20yds.  or  30yds. 
of  blow-line  should  be  neatly  looped  to  the  silk  line. 
A  cast  of  about  3ft.  in  length,  made  of  fairly  fine 
gut,  such  as  is  used  for  fishing  for  white  trout,  and 
at  the  end  of  it  a  link  of  the  very  finest  and  strongest 
gut,  having  a  No.  9  dapping  hook  tied  on  it. 

Up  to  a  year  or  two  ago  the  usual  size  of  hook 
used  by  most  anglers  and  also  by  the  hon.  sec.  was 
a  No.  7  for  the  May  Fly  and  No.  6  for  the  Harry  ; 
subsequently  these  were  altered  to  No.  8  and  No  7. 
This  year  during  the  May  Fly  and  part  of  the  Harry 
season  the  hon.  sec.  used  a  No.  9  with  much  better 
results,  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  season  an 
eyed  hook,  such  as  is  used  for  dry-fly  fishing,  was 
used  most  successfully.  This  hook  is  so  small  that 
when  baited  it  is  almost  imperceptible.  In  shooting 
birds  are  mostly  missed  by  shooting  behind  them  ; 
in  dapping  fish  are  mostly  missed  by  being  too  much 
in  front,  or,  in  other  words,  striking  too  soon.  -v. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  May  Fly  season  the  size 
of  the  hook  is  not  of  much  consequence,  as  the  fish 
rise  greedily  and  mean  business,  but  very  soon  they 
get  gorged  and  lazy  ;  they  swim  round  and  play 
with  the  bait,  and  if  they  take  it,  some  time  elapses 
before  they  get  it  properly  into  their  mouth — this 
is  the  time  when  the  small  hook  and  fine  tackle  pay, 
and  when  you  must  give  the  fish  lots  of  time  before 
striking. 

Trolling; 

During  the  dapping  season  it  often  happens  that 
there  will  be  days  when  there  is  not  a  ripple  on  the 
water  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  question 
arises  as  to  what  the  angler  should  do.  The  dapping 
grounds  are  situated  chiefly  along  the  shores  of 
certain  islands  and  also  on  the  water  between  the 
islands,  where  the  depth  varies  from  3ft.  to  8ft.  In 
close  proximity  to  them  there  are  stretches  of  water 
in  which  there  are  quantities  of  perch,  ranging  from 
fib.  to  2Jlb.  in  weight,  and  also  a  fair  number  of 
jack.  If  the  angler  should  have  a  couple  of  spare 
rods  and  a  few  2in.  to  Sin.  WagtaUs,  he  cannot 
do  better  than  trail  them  up  and  down  these  places 
while  waiting  for  the  breeze  ;  or  if  he  would  prefer 
to  try  for  big  trout,  then  he  should  go  into  the  deep, 
where  the  water  varies  from  20ft.  to  150ft.  in  depth, 
and  trail  with  a  natural  bait  or  a  Phantom.  But 
for  this  he  will  require  a  large  stock  of  patience  as 
well  as  strong  tackle.  These  big  trout  seldom  if 
ever  rise  to  the  fly,  and  the  only  way  to  catch  them 
is  by  trolling.  Fishing  in  the  deep  and  along  its 
borders  it  is  impossible  to  tell  what  the  anglers  may 
not  come  across.  If  lucky,  it  may  be  a  spring  fish 
of  201b.  or  more,  or  a  pike  of  similar  weight,  or  a 
trout  of  101b.  and  over,  while  again  he  may  get 
nothing. 

The  Preservation  of  Lough  Corrib  not  only  of 
Local  but  National  Importance. 

The  preservation  of  Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask, 
especially  as  regards  trout,  is  yearly  attracting  in 
increasing  numbers  tourist  anglers  to  the  surround- 
ing districts.  This  means  increased  employment  of 
a  lucrative  nature  to  the  professional  fishermen  and 
boatmen,  and  also  indirectly  benefits  hundreds  of 
poor  tenant-farmers  round  the  lake.  If  the  pre- 
servation of  these  magnificent  lakes  could  only  be 
organised  on  a  proper  and  sound  basis,  there  is  very 
little  doubt  but  that  what  is  now  of  considerable 
local  and  national  importance  would  in  a  few  years 
assume  largo  proportions; 

At  present  there  are,  it  may  be  9aid,'five  separate 
lagencica  at  work  for  the  preservation  of  these  lakes, 
namely:  (1)  the  Board  of  Conservators,  whose 
•phere  of  duty  extends  to  the  whole  of  the  Galway 
(District ;  (2)  the  Galway  Fishery,  whose  interests 
fare  solely  connected  with  the  preservation  of 
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salmon  ;  (3)  the  Corofin  Fishery  Association  ;  (4) 
the  Lough  Mask  Preservation  Society  ;  and  (5)  the 
Corrib  Fisheries'  Association;  Both  of  the  latter 
chiefly  confine  their  operations  to  the  preservation 
of  trout,  the  former  society  exclusively  so,  there 
being  no  salmon  in  Lough  Mask.  It  is  not  known 
what  the  establishment  of  the  Lough  Mask  Associa- 
tion consists  of  or  its  yearly  expenditure; 

The  following  suggestions  refer  chiefly  to  Lough 
Corrib,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  valid  reason  why 
Lough  Mask  Preservation  should  not  be  brought 
into  line  with  that  proposed  for  Lough  Corrib; 

Suggestions  for  the  Proper  Preservation  of 
Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask. 
The  controlling  body  for  the  whole  district  should 
be  a  board  of  conservators  elected  by  the  members 
of  the  difl'erent  interests  enumerated  above.  There 
should  be  a  staff  (for  Lough  Corrib)  of  not  less  than 
four  permanent  inspectors,  each  appointed  to  a 
certain  defined  district,  and  for  the  proper  preser- 
vation of  which,  both  in  the  open  and  close  seasons, 
they  would  be  held  responsible,  and  they  should 
have  a  sufficient  staff  of  bailiffs  to  assist  them.  For 
any  such  scheme  adequate  funds  are  absolutely 
necessary. 

It  is  thought  that  if  the  preservation  of  these  lakes 
was  organised  on  the  above  lines,  or  on  some  similar 
ones,  that  the  money  now  expended  by  the  five 
agencies  at  work  in  this  district  would  be  more 
efiiciently  expended,  and  that  the  interests  of  all 
five  bodies  would  be  better  attended  to; 
Increased  Support  from  Touhist  Anglers  and 
Others. 

Last  year's  appeal  to  anglers  for  support  has,  it  is 
pleasing  to  state,  met  mth  a  generous  response.  It 
is  the  exception  now  for  anglers  who  come  to  fish  to 
go  away  without  giving  something  towards  the 
support  of  the  funds  of  the  association;  Owing  to 
the  weather  during  the  past  season  having  been  un- 
favourable for  fishing,  it  is  probable  some  sub- 
scribers would  have  been  inclined  to  give  more  than 
they  did  had  they  had  good  sport ;  while  for  the 
same  reason  others  who  fished  and  gave  nothing 
might  have  been  induced  to  help  the  good  work. 
During  the  past  season  the  number  of  subscribers  to 
the  funds  of  the  association  has  increased  from  102 
in  1902  to  158  in  1903,  and  the  total  subscriptions 
have  increased  from  £95  to  £124. 

Prospects  for  the  Season; 

The  prospects  of  the  coming  season  are  decidedly 
good.  The  number  of  trout,  judging  from  the  enor- 
mous numbers  seen  on  the  spawning  beds  all  around 
the  lake  during  the  past  spawning  season,  must  be 
increasing  rapidly,  and  the  consensus  of  opinion 
among  those  anglers  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
visiting  the  lake  annually  is  to  the  same  effect,  and 
that  the  general  run  of  fish  is  heavier. 

Hotel  Accommodation; 

Owing  to  the  rapidly  increasing  number  of  anglers 
and  tourists  who  visit  the  lake,  considerable  exten- 
sion in  the  way  of  hotel  accommodation  is  urgently 
needed.  As  stated  in  last  year's  report,  some  of  the 
hotel  proprietors  have  enlarged  their  premises  and 
improved  their  sanitary  arrangements,  and  they  do 
all  in  their  power  to  meet  the  wishes  of  their  visitors, 
and  are  most  reasonable  in  their  charges; 

Lough  Corrib  Angling  Competitions; 

It  is  proposed  to  have  an  angling  competition 
(dapping  for  trout)  at  Oughterard  on  some  day  or 
days  during  the  week  beginning,  probably,  on  the 
6th  and  ending  on  the  11th  June  next,  the  com- 
petition to  be  open  only  to  gentlemen  anglers  who 
are  subscribers  to  the  C.F.A. ;  the  conditions,  etc., 
to  be  settled  by  a  committee  of  anglers.  Intending 
competitors  should  forward  their  names  to  the  hon. 
sec.  C.F.A.  before  May  1. 

The  honorary  secretary  will  always  be  glad  to 
supply  any  information  regarding  accommodation, 
boats,  and  fishing.  Scrope  B.  Doig, 

Oughterard.  Hon.  Sec.  C.F.A; 


KiLLARNEY  Method  OP  CoOKING  Salmon.— The 
salmon,  as  soon  as  caught,  to  be  cut  into  slices, 
which  are  split,  and  a  strong  skewer  of  arbutus  run 
through  each,  as  close  to  the  skin  as  possible  ; 
these  skewers  are  then  stuck  upright  in  a  sod  of 
turf  before  a  clear  wood  fire,  and  constantly  turned 
and  basted  with  salt  and  water.  The  fish,  when 
sufficiently  roasted,  is  served  up  on  the  skewers, 
which  are  supposed  to  communicate  a  peculiar 
aromatic  flavour;  This  method  of  dressing  salmon 
is  decidedly  better  than  any  other.— Angler  in 
Irdandi 
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GOOD   SPOET  SPINNING 
FOR  PIKE. 

It  is  an  extraordinary  and  at  the  same  time  a 
very  agreeable  fact  that  so  few  of  those  who  have 
the  opportunity  realise  the  splendid  sport  to  be 
obtained  from  a  day's  spinning  in  a  water  which 
holds  heavy  pike;  In  trout  fishing  the  writer  yields 
in  keenness  to  none,  but  to  the  trout  fisherman 
pure  and  simple  the  winter  is  a  period  of  enforced 
abstention  from  his  favourite  sport.  That  the 
purists  persist  in  ignoring  the  charms  of  pike  fishing 
is  a  matter  of  much  congratulation  to  the  writer 
and  the  friend  who  always  accompanies  him,  and 
who,  by  the  way,  is  an  expert  hand  with  the  dry-flyj 

The  above  is  written  with  the  memory  of  an 
almost  perfect  day's  sport  still  fresh  upon  him, 
one  of  those  rare  days  when  the  plaguy  three  or 
four  pounders  are  for  once  off  the  feed,  and  when 
the  angler  never  knows  whether  the  strike  on  his 
spinning  bait  is  a  six  or  a  thirty  pounder.  The 
day  in  question  was  only  damped  by  the  atrocious 
weather — a  north-easter  that  bit  to  the  bone,  and 
sleet  that  was  swift  to  find  out  the  unprotected 
portions  of  one's  anatomy;  With  an  expert  friend 
at  the  other  end  of  the  boat,  a  grand  sheet  of  water 
to  fish,  and  a  thoroughly  capable  keeper  at  the  oars, 
what  more  could  any  fisherman  want  ?  After  two 
hours'  fishing,  and  with  some  twenty  fish  up  to 
121b.  to  our  credit  (all  of  them  weighed  and  returned 
to  the  water),  a  whacker  followed  the  writer's  dace  up 
to  the  stem  of  the  boat,  and  there  remained — a  noble 
sight — with  fins  bristUng,  and  seemingly  enraged 
at  the  tiny  prey  that  had  escaped  him.  A  moment 
thus,  and  then  he  had  vanished  in  the  depths.  A 
short  cast  on  the  track  of  the  departed  fish  results  in 
a  heavy  strike  at  the  bait,  followed  by  a  doubled  up 
rod,  and  then  the  hold  gives  and  he  is  free.  Round 
and  round  the  boat  we  make  cast  after  cast  in  the 
hope  of  seeing  his  highness  again,  and  after  five 
minutes  the  angler  in  the  bow  feels  that  delightful 
bend  of  his  rod  that  tells  its  own  tale.  No  escape 
this  time,  a  quarter  of  an  hour  later  seeing  him 
safely  in  the  boat — 211b.,  and  a  beauty.  So  the 
day  goes  on,  and  the  tale  of  the  captured  goes  up 
and  up,  though  none  are  retained,  the  rule  of  the 
writer  and  his  friend  being  to  return  all  fish  under 
15lb.  to  the  water; 

And  now  two  hours  for  fishing  alone  remain,  and 
the  lake  has  hardly  half  been  covered.  It  behoves, 
therefore,  to  select  the  most  likely  places,  and  a 
small,  heavily-wooded  island  is  chosen,  with  a  very 
pikey-looking  bay  behind  it,  fringed  with  reeds  and 
bulrushes;  Round  the  islet  we  go  casting  almost 
on  to  the  tree  trunks  which  line  the  shore,  picking 
up  one  fish  here  and  another  there,  nothing  over 
141b.,  but  all  respectable.  When  at  the  point  of 
the  islet,  at  the  opening  of  a  narrow  channel 
between  it  and  the  land,  two  smart  strikes,  followed 
by  a  prolonged  tension,  wake  the  writer  up  from 
his  day-dreams  to  hard  sober  fact;  The  fish  keeps 
deep,  and  that  he  is  a  large  one  is  certain ;  the 
sullen,  heavy  pull  would  be  enough  to  tell  that; 
Suddenly  he  shows  himself,  and,  with  a  roll,  comes  to 
the  surface,  affording  a  glimpse  of  the  flanges  of  an 
AbbeyMillsspinnerjustoutof  his  jaws.  Noescapefor 
him  with  a  hold  like  that.  The  boat  is  run  ashore 
and  the  fish  brought  into  the  shallows  where,  after 
some  minutes,  he  is  beached  and  landed.  Will  he 
go  301b.  ?  The  steelyard  is  produced,  but  it  only 
scales  to  25lb.,  which  runs  out  with  a  click.  A 
larger  one  is  fetched  from  the  boathouse,  and  the 
point  of  the  indicator  sinks  down  to  28|lb.  and 
stays  there.  A  noble  fish  and  in  splendid  condition, 
well  worthy  of  the  pride  of  place  in  the  half  hundred 
odd  which  form  the  day's  catch.  The  dimensions 
of  the  28^-pounder  were:  extreme  length,  45in;, 
girth,  22^in.,  length  from  eye  to  fork  of  tail,  38in., 
length  of  head,  13iin;  It  is  interesting  to  compare 
these  with  the  monster  we  caught  last  year,  also 
spinning,  and  which  four  days  after  capture,  and 
minus  roe,  weighed  311b.  They  were :  length,  46in., 
girth,  24in.,  length  from  eye  to  fork  of  tail,  38Jin., 
length  of  head,  14in.  This  last  fish,  an  account  of 
the  capture  of  which  appeared  in  the  Field  of 
March  4  last  year,  took  a  spinning  dace  on  an 
Abbey  Mills  spinner  in  water  only  18in.  deep; 

The  wiiter  and  friend  have  had  many  large  fish 
in  the  last  ten  years,  and  it  is  curious  to  note  that 
of  the  twelve  largest  no  less  than  sLs  have  been 
taken  spinning  from  the  reel,  Nottingham  styles 
The  fish  in  question  were  23^lh.,  25lb.,  26pb., 
281b.,  28ilb.,  and  311b;  The  remaining  six  of  the 
same  calibre  as  regards  weight  were  caught  with 
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live-bait.'  Of  the  fish  taken  during  the  same  period, 
from  151b.  to  231b.,  three  out  of  every  four  have 
fallen  victims  to  the  live-bait. 

Needless  to  say,  all  but  two  or  three  of  these  fish 
come  from  private  water,  and  none  of  them  are 
Irish  fish.  The  writer  has  fished  much  in  the  West 
of  Ireland,  and  all  the  pike  he  has  taken  there 
come,  in  his  opinion,  under  another  category.  The 
method  adopted  in  their  capture — namely,  trolling 
— is  certainly  not  one  which,  either  for  skill  or  the 
sport  it  affords,  can  for  a  moment  compare  with 
casting  from  the  reel. 

One  word  more.  For  the  past  two  seasons  we 
have  used  nothing  else  for  our  traces  but  the  fine 
steel  wire,  which  does  not  kink,  is  practically 
invisible  in  the  water,  and  is  strong  enough  to  land 
anything  up  to  a  half-ton  snag;  Mn  Gillett 
supplied  us  with  the  wire  in  question,  and  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  we  have  never  lost  a  fish  through  kinking 
since  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  try  it. 

M.  R,.  L,  Wj 


EULES  FOR  LOCH  LEVEN 
COMPETITIONS. 

[I  have  to  thank  Mr.  Wm;  Gillies  for  permission 
to  print  the  rules  which  governed  the  1903  Loch 
Leven  Competition  of  the  National  Angling  Clubs' 
Association.— Ed.] 

THE  NATIONAL  ANGLING  CLUBS'. 
ASSOCIATION. 

Competition  on  Loch  Leven,  1903; 

The  twenty-fourth  annual  competition  of  the 
National  Angling  Clubs'  Association  took  place  on 
Loch  Leven  on  Wednesday,  June  10,  1903,  under 
the  following  conditions: — 

1.  Entry-money  from  each  competitor  or  club 
represented,  25sj 

2;  In  the  event  of  forty-four  competitors  coming 
forward,  the  prizes  to  be  awarded  to  the  competitors 
who  shall  have  caught  the  six  heaviest  baskets  to  be 
as  follows: — First  prize  (National  Clubs'  Champion- 
ship— custody  for  the  year  of  the  National  Angling 
Clubs'  Challenge  Vase),  to  be  of  the  value  of  £15 
(gold  medal  of  the  value  of  £3,  with  bonus  of  £12 
added) ;  second  prize,  to  be  of  the  value  of  £10 ; 
third  prize,  to  be  of  the  value  of  £6 ;  fourth  prize, 
to  be  of  the  value  of  £4 ;  fifth  prize,  to  be  of  the 
value  of  £3;  sixth  prize,  to  be  of  the  value  of  £2; 
special  prize  for  the  heaviest  fish,  to  be  of  the  value 
of  £2.  The  boatman  in  the  first  prize-taker's  boat 
will  get  a  bonus  of  20s.,  in  the  second  prize-taker's 
boat  a  bonus  of  15s.,  and  in  the  third  prize-taker's 
boat  a  bonus  of  10s.,  for  themselves.  If  less  than 
forty-four  enter  for  competition,  the  committee 
shall  have  power  to  readjust  the  prize  list. 

3.  There  shall  be  only  two  competitors  in  a  boat, 
and  these  shall  change  places  from  bow  to  stern, 
or  from  stern  to  bow,  at  the  end  of  each  hour, 
so  that  each  competitor  shall  fish  right  and  left 
alternately  throughout  the  day — the  gentleman  at 
the  stern  for  the  time  being  having  command  of 
the  boat.  (Note. — The  committee  shall  have 
power  to  allow  the  boat  to  be  turned  instead  of 
places  being  changed  on  the  joint  application  of 
the  occupants  upon  physical  or  other  reasonably 
sufficient  grounds. ) 

4.  The  competition  shall  be  restricted  to  fly ; 
one  rod,  not  exceeding  15ft.  in  length,  to  be  used 
by  each  competitor ;  but  each  competitor  will  be 
entitled  to  have  in  the  boat  with  him  a  spare  rod 
(length  as  before),  both  rods,  however,  not  to  be 
mounted  at  the  same  time.  Competitors  may  use 
any  flies  they  please,  but  not  more  than  four  at 
one  time  shall  be  fished  on  any  casting  line.  Trout 
only,  and  none  under  nine  inches  will  be  admitted. 

5.  The  competition  will  commence  punctually  at 
9  o'clock  a.m.,  and  terminate  at  6  o'clock  p.m.-; 
when  competitors  must  be  on  the  pier  under  pain 
of  being  disqualified.  Time  will  be  taken  from  the 
secretary's  watch.  Competitors  must  start  from 
the  pier  in  their  respective  boats,  and  must  return 
to  the  pier  in  same,  except  in  the  case  of  being 
overtaken  by  storm,  or  breaking  or  losing  an  oar, 
when  they  may  return  on  foot,  but  subject  always 
to  decision  under  Condition  10  hereof. 

6.  Such  of  the  competitors  as  it  may  suit  will 
meet  together  in  the  Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  on  the 
evening  of  Tuesday,  June  9,  at  8  o'clock,  when  a 
meeting  will  be  constituted  and  the  boats  balloted 
for ;  but  it  is  imperative  that  all  the  competitors 


shall  be  ready  to  start  at  9  o'clock  on  the  following 
morning  from  the  pier,  under  the  pain  of  being 
disqualified,  with  forfeiture  of  the  entry-money 
paid. 

7.  Each  competitor  shall  be  liable  for  his  share 
of  boat-hire  and  boatmen's  lunch. 

8.  No  boatman  shall  be  allowed  to  fish  in  the 
competition. 

9.  Each  competitor,  before  starting  from  the 
pier,  shall  produce  his  ticket  as  an  entrant. 

10.  The  office-bearers  present  at  the  meeting  to 
be  held  on  the  preceding  evening  shall  see  that 
these  conditions  are  carried  out,  and  shall  decide 
all  questions  or  disputes  that  may  arise  in  con- 
nection with  the  competition,  and  no  appeal  from 
their  decision  will  be  admissible. 


ANNUAL  DINNER  OF  THE 

BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

Held  at  the  Cafk  Monico,  Wednesday  Evening, 
Makch  16,  1904. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  K.G., 
presided  at  the  eleventh  annual  dinner  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society.  There  was  a  very 
large  attendance  of  both  town  and  country  members, 
and  thanks  to  the  care  and  very  excellent  arrange- 
ments of  the  members  of  the  dinner  sub-committee, 
it  proved  to  be  a  great  success  in  every  respect. 

Among  those  present  were  noted  G.  Doughty, 
M.P.,  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  C.  A.  Payton,  H.B.M. 
Consul,  Calais  ("Sarcelle"),  C.  H.  Cook  ("John 
Bickerdyke  "),R.  B.  Marston,  W.  Mudford,  J.  Wrench 
Towse  (Fishmongers'  Company),  W.  A.  Abel,  F.  G. 
Aflalo,  Alfred  Allison,  C.  E.  Bamett,  R.  Barber, 
J.  H.  Basten,.  T  B.  Bates,  Walter  Bates,  F.  A. 
Beeton,  W.  Bennett,  W.  J.  Bewers,  M.  R.  Birch- 
Jones,  J.  Bladon,  R.  G.  Blumenthal,  F.  W.  Boddy, 
R.  M.  Boniwell,  W.  T.  Boydell,  J.  H.  Boyton, 
W.  Bradbear,  S.  W.  Bullock,  Dr.  W.  Cock,  H. 
Codner,  F.  Corbctt,  N.  C.  Hardy-Corfe,  J.  C.  Correll, 
J.  H.  Coste,  E.  A.  Curtis,  W.  Craig,  J.  Dales,  E, 
Davis,  F.  C.  Dight,  H.  Edwards,  G.  D.  Fairbaim, 
A.  H.  Gale,  H.  S.  Garnham,  H.  Gentry,  G.  J.  Gilby, 
C.  W.  Glassington,  C.  F.  Godfrey,  A.  H.  Goggs, 
J.  C.  Good,  J.  R.  Goodfellow,  R.  J.  Gordon,  W. 
Grass,  F.  S.  Ham.  C.  W.  Croft  Handley,  John 
Handley,  F.  Hardy,  E.  Harman,  G.  Herbert,  E.  C. 
Hitchcock,  E.  J.  Holbrow,  H.  A.  Holland,  J.  B. 
Howes,  G.  R.  Hubbard,  E.  Hyde,  J.  C.  H. 
Jago,  H.  J.  Keen,  D.  J.  S.  Colquhoim 
Kemp,  A.  J.  King,  H.  C.  Kinght,  A.  Krenkel, 
Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell,  E.  F.  Lamb,  W.  T. 
Liddiard,  A.  E.  and  E.  L.  Litchfield,  Rev.  B.  C. 
Littlewood,  E.  M.  Mallett,  J.  Marshall,  G.  A. 
Maull,  G.  J.  Messervy,  A.  Mignot,  C.  0.  Minchin, 
S.  B.  Monger,  C.  J.  Moore,  G.  E.  B.  Nash,  F.  W. 
Norman,  Colonel  Nuthall,  H.  J.  Pakes,  A.  W. 
Parker,  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson,  G.  F.  and  W.  S.  Penney, 
W.  Phillips,  E.  E.  Pither,  G.  Porter,  J,  Portlock, 
Mackworth  B.  Praed,  E.  0.  Preston,  H.  Press,  S.  J. 
Prior,  R.  Rees,  W.  J.  Reynolds,  J.  Risien,  T. 
Roberts,  C.  F.  Rose,  C.  A.  Sanders,  C.  M.  Sansom, 
C.  Schelling,  H.  W.  Sheldon,  A.  Suitzenich,  F.  J. 
Smith,  Dr.  E.  Snape,  D.  G.  Steele  Perkins,  B.  F. 
Stratton,  C.  E.  Stuart,  F.  Styles,  W.  K.  Summers, 
H.  P.  Thurston,  W.  H.  Trewartha  James,  A.  C. 
Towers,  S.  Tucker,  G.  D.  Turner,  R.  Thiele,  F. 
Waller,  Geo.  Wheeler,  O.  Wheeler.  W.  R.  Woolgar, 
G.  Worthington,  J.  Woulfe,  E.  E.  Young,  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf,  and  J.  Pickup. 

Letters  regretting  unavoidable  absence  were  read 
from  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Castletown,  Viscount  Churchill,  Sir  Edward  Birk- 
beck,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Justice  Bucknill,  Sir  Harold 
Hewitt,  Mr.  R.  Biddulph  Martin,  M.P.,  Mr.  T.  J.  Bar- 
ratt,  Mr.'  W.  Senior  ("  Red  Spinner  "),  and  others. 

After  dinner  the  Chairman,  in  proposing  the  toast 
of  "  His  Majesty  the  King,"  alluded  most  felicitously 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  esteem  in  which  he  had 
been  held  by  all  while  Prince  of  Wales  had  been 
increased  and  added  to  by  the  three  years  of  his 
reign,  the  loyal  goodwill  of  his  people  being  univer- 
sally felt. 

The  toast  having  been  drunk  with  entbusiasm,  the 
Chairman  added  that  of  "  Her  Majesty  the  Queen, 
their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales,  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family,"  pointing 
out  the  close  interest  Her  Majesty  had  invariably 
taken  since  she  came  to  our  shores  in  all  our  public 
functions,in  which.so  far  as  was  consonant  with  their 


high  state,  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  have  80 
fully  supported  her — and  as  being  enthusiastic 
anglers  excite  in  us  a  loyal  fellow  feeling.  In  touchr 
ing  terms  the  illness  of  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge was  dwelt  upon,  and  strong  sympathy  and 
regard  expressed  with  the  hope  that  in  spite  of  his 
advancing  years  he  may  yet  be  spared  to  continue 
the  work  he  has  so  well  done  in  the  past.  The  toast 
was  fully  honoured.  i 
In  proposing  the  toast  of  "The  Society,"  theChair^. 
man  expressed  regret  that  he  could  not  claim  to  btf 
so  persistent  and  thorough  a  sea-angler  as  were  many  , 
of  those  he  saw  around  him,  but  he  was  most  cer- 
tainly an  angler,  though  he  did  not  always  use  a  rod 
or  fish  for  fish.  Mr.  G.  Doughty  and  Mr.  W.  H. 
Grenfell,  the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
sitting  beside  him,  would  tell  them  that  in  legis- 
lative matters  much  angling  was  needful  and  prac- 
tised. The  latter  gentleman  he  had  seen  at  work  in 
his  own  waters,  and  quite  envied  his  keen  and 
forceful  devotion  to  the  sport,  alluding  to  the  ten 
years  of  steady  progress  made  in  increase  of 
members  and  in  sphere  of  influence;  he  felt  sure  that 
no  angling  society  deserved  so  much  recognition  at 
the  hands  of  the  public  as  did  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Society.  That  it  was  formed  primarily  to 
encourage  sport  was  good,  and  the  by  no  means 
pallid  and  worn  countenances  of  the  two  members 
beside  him  and  of  the  gentlemen  before  him  showed 
that  the  stress  and  pain  and  heavy  Parliamentary, 
professional,  and  trade  duties  had  been  well  borne 
by  them  as  a  result.  But  the  society  also  inte- 
rested itself  in  acquiring  a  scientific  knowledge  of 
fish,  and  with  their  thousand  members  the  aggregate 
of  this  knowledge  should  exercise  a  wide  influence. 
He  was  informed  that  two  great  subjects  were  at 
the  moment  fixing  their  attention — the  present 
wholesale  destruction  of  immature  fish  and  the  evil 
worked  by  the  contamination  of  the  waters  round 
our  coasts.  He  was  the  more  rejoiced  at  this 
interest  being  taken.  When  the  public  show  a 
strong  interest  in  remedying  evils,  the  member  of 
Parliament  does  usually  follow  in  doing  so.  He 
regretted  that  Lord  Onslow  was  not  present,  as  the 
Flatfish  Act,  introduced  by  him  before  Parliament, 
was  under  discussion,  and  being  received  with  the 
controversial  attitude,  the  critical  attitude  always 
assumed  by  the  public  at  large  in  dealing  with 
remedial  legislation.  That  an  acre  of  sea  water  was 
capable  of  producing  more  food  for  man  than  an 
acre  of  soil  was  a  startling  proposition,  and  that  this 
great  source  of  supply  should  be  destroyed  by  men  • 
who  do  not  know  what  they  are  about  was  a  wrong 
to  which  attention  should  be  called  by  every  means 
by  every  member  of  the  society,  and  brought  to  the 
notice  of  their  members  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  reliance  placed  upon  them  to  see  that  their 
views  are  properly  brought  out.  He  trusted  that 
the  attempt  now  being  made  in  Parliament  might 
be  successful  in  dealing  with  this  great  eviL 
Though  it  was  usual  to  couple  a  toast  with  the  name. 
of  a  speaker  to  respond,  he  shoiild  omit  doing  so  ujyon 
this  occasion  that  their  full  programme  of  business 
should  not  be  delayed.  The  toast  was  drvmk  with 
enthusiasm. 

The  Chairman  then  presented  the  prizes  won 
in  the  1903  Deal  Competitions  : — 

Class  I. — The  greatest  weight  of  sizeable  fish 
taken,  the  Deal  challenge  cup  and  the  society's 
gold  medal  to  B.  F.  Stratton.  Second  prize,  silver 
medal,  to  H.  Gentry.  Third,  bronze  medal,  Mrs. 
Hervey-Macleay.  Class  IL — Best  single  fish,  silver 
medal,  G.  A.  Maull.  Bronze  medal,  A.  SuitzenicL 
Class  III. — Best  five  cod,  silver  medal,  A.  H.  Gale, 
S.  Bullock,  and  A.  Crabtree.  Qass  IV.— Best  twelve 
whiting,  silver  medal,  W.  J.  Bewers,  G.  W.  Brading, 
and  W.  J.  Reynolds.  Bronze  medal,  G.  S.  Manuelle, 
A.  L.  Bacon,  and  C.  W.  Croft  Handley.  Class  V.— 
For  members  of  affiliated  societies,  silver  medal, 
C.  J.  Price,  Folkestone  Sea  Angling  Society.  The 
Pier  Competition  silver  medals  to  M.  R.  Birch- 
Jones,  Frank  Eldridge,  and  G.  E.  Beasley.  the 
latter  gentleman  also  taking  the  "  John  Bicker- 
dyke  "  challenge  cup.  The  "  Sarcelle "  cup  for 
specimen  fish  for  season  1902-3  is  held  by  Mr.  W.  0. 
Croft  Handley,  for  the  best  thi-ee  pollack  and  the 
best  mackerel.  The  medals  offered  for  com- 
petition at  the  affiliated  Folkestone  Society's 
competition  were  taken — silver  medal,  by  J.  F; 
Eldridge,  Pier  ;  and  bronze  medal,  by  R.  C.  Hardy- 
Corfe  and  R.  C.  Graham. 

This  function  having  been  satisfactorily  gone 
through,  the  toast  of  "  The  Chairman  and  the 
Duchess  of  Marlborough  V,  was  proposed  in  felicitoui 
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terms  by  Mackworth  B.  Praed,  Esq.,  who  cordially 
joined  in  the  hope  expressed  that  the  Flatfish  Act 
would  not  meet  with  the  fate  feared  for  it  by  Lord 
Heneage.  The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical 
honours. 

ilK.  G.  DoroHTY,  M.P.,  in  proposing  the  toast  of 
"  The  Press  and  the  Visitors,"  jestingly  remarked 
that  fishermen  and  Pressmen  were  so  much  alike. 
Both  were  always  absolutely  accurate  and  no 
member  of  either  ever  exaggerated  ;  but  putting 
jesting  aside,  he  bore  strong  testimony  to  the  noble 
manner  in  which  the  great  organs  of  the  Press  put 
the  well-being  of  the  nation  before  everything  else. 
As  traders  and  as  gentlemen  every  Briton  owes  a 
great  debt  to  our  Press  for  its  purity.  Referring  to 
his  statements  at  last  year's  dinner,  when  he  occu- 
pied the  chair,  he  described  the  difficulty  experienced 
by  all  connected  with  fishing  in  finding  out  to  what 
department  of  the  Government  to  apply  upon  moot 
points.  Part  of  the  fisheries  business  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  part  in  those  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  yet  another  part 
had  to  be  hunted  down  at  the  Home  Office — and 
there  were  again  matters  that  received  no  attention 
from  either.  But  now,  as  they  were  all  aware,  the 
whole  care  of  our  food  derived  from  land  and  from 
the  sea  had  been  turned  over  to  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Both  Mr.  Archer 
and  Mr.  Wrench  Towse,  sitting  on  his  right,  would 
confirm  this — that  we  have  a  Fisheries  Depao-tment, 
but  this  is  all.  In  spite  of  the  annual  six  and  a 
half  millions  value  of  fish  landed  in  England,  this 
department  had  received  a  mere  £1600  vote  to 
develop  it  with.  Scotland  and  Ireland,  whose  land 
is  only  half  this  value,  take  £18,000  a  year,  Ireland 
has  £10,000,  England  only  £1600.  True  it  is  that 
one  must  proceed  by  one  step  at  a  time,  but  in 
Parliament  all  are  alike  when  the  question  of 
money  arose.  The  Bill  described  to-night  as  Lord 
Onslow's  ewe  lamb  when  brought  to  the  money 
test  is  apt  to  be  regarded  as  a  very  black  sheep. 
In  his  view,  £25,000  a  year  should  be  spent,  and 
well  it  would  pay  to  spend  it ;  the  supply  of  food 
would  be  so  largely  increased.  The  quantity  of 
immature  fish  sold  at  sixpence  a  hundredweight 
would,  if  taken  at  maturity,  be  worth  two  or  three 
millions  instead  of  the  £oO,000  it  now  produces. 
As  consumers,  this  question  affects  us  all,  rich  and 
poor,  for  the  half  a  crown  a  pound  sole  may  easily 
come  to  pass.  He  and  others  were  most  deter- 
minedly seeking  to  improve  and  to  pass  this  Act, 
and  he  trusted  that  every  member  of  the  Society 
would  strenuously  support  him  to  that  end. 

Mr.  W.  Mldford  replied  for  the  Press,  and 
congratulated  the  society  upon  the  very  readable 
matter  contributed  to  the  journals  as  the  result  of 
the  papers  read  at  the  society's  weekly  meetings. 

Mr.  W.  H  Grenfell,  M.P.,  returning  thanks  for 
the  visitors,  compared  himself  to  Daniel  in  the 
den  of  lions,  having  hoped  that  unlike  the  prophet 
he  might  have  found  himself  absolutely  unable  to 
make  a  special  after-dinner  speech.  He  declared 
himself  to  be  entirely  with  his  colleagues  in  the 
Bupport  of  the  Bill,  and  urged  upon  his  audience  a 
careful  study  of  Ijjrd  Onslow's  remarks  to  the 
recent  deputation  of  the  trade,  urging  that,  if  we 
can  succeed  in  England  in  protecting  the  immature 
fish,  other  countries  will  follow.  Again,  that  it  is  not 
wise  to  press  too  hardly  on  the  poorer  class  of 
fisherman,  and  warning  that  if  this  Bill  is  lost  it 
will  be  1  ong  ere  we  get  another.  He  urged  the  Society 


to  write  to  accessible  members  showing  how  strongly 
the  general  public  is  interested,  and,  above  all,  to 
pursue  the  scientific  side  of  the  Society's  work, 
which  interested  him  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
should  be  glad  to  see  his  name  down  as  a  vice- 
president. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  {Fishing  Gazette)  expressed 
regret  at  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Senior 
(of  the  Field)  and  alluded  to  Dr.  Patterson's  new 
book  on  angling  and  the  forthcoming  Sports 
Exhibition  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 

Dr.  G.  Steele-Perkins,  in  proposing  "The  Hono- 
rary Committee  and  the  Officers,"  bore  full  testimony 
to  the  very  arduous  and  successful  labours,  quoting 
the  annual  report  in  proof.  This  toast  was  carried 
by  acclamation,  and  replied  to  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin, 
who  compared  himself  to  the  enthusiastic  fisherman 
who  wished  to  continue  after  the  boatman  had  said, 
"  Let's  go  ashore ! "  On  behalf  of  his  fellow- 
committee-men  and  the  officers  he  thanked  them  for 
their  hearty  approval,  and  pointed  out  that  one  of 
their  first  duties  would  be  to  settle  the  conditions 
under  which  the  new  "  committee  cup  "  which  had 
been  given  to  the  Society  was  to  be  won. 

An  excellent  musical  programme  was  rendered, 
the  vocalists  being  Miss  Hardy,  Miss  Eva  Hardy, 
Ethel  Franklin,  and  Blanche  Selling,  Messrs.  Pearce 
and  Goddard.  Humorous  recitations  were  given 
by  Mr.  Walter  Churcher,  Mr.  Vemor  Grant  and 
Mr.  Fraschetta  presiding  at  the  pianoforte.  H.P. 


SOME    FISHING   NOTES  ON 
NOKTH-WEST  lEELAND.* 


{Concluded  from  page  174.) 

Leaving  Arran  More  finally,  I  returned  to  Burton- 
port,  and  with  man  and  boat  commenced  work 
systematically.  The  first  three  days  of  my  return, 
however,  were  rendered  barren  by  the  continuous 
rain  and  wind.  It  rained  imceasingly  for  seventy 
hours,  and  a  more  melancholy  time  I  have  seldom 
put  in,  as  I  was  alone  in  a  large,  empty  hotel, 
without  a  friend  or  a  book.  However,  at  last 
the  sun  came  out,  the  westerly  wind  fell,  and  all 
seemed  favourable.  Rutland  Island  lies  a  couple 
of  miles  off  Burtonport,  separated  by  a  narrow  and 
shallow  strait,  much  of  which  ebbs  dry  at  spring 
tides.  There  are  here  large  banks  of  sand  and  sandy 
mud,  which  are  covered  with  a  rank  growth  of 
marine  grass.  This  is  a  favoiurite  haunt  of  the 
skate,  very  fine  specimens  of  which  can  often  be 
speared  here.  They  can  be  seen  swimming  about 
any  calm  afternoon.  On  one  occasion  I  rowed  one 
down,  and  succeeded  in  lifting  it  into  the  boat  with 
my  hands,  despite  a  few  scratches.  The  natives, 
however,  will  not  eat  either  them  or  conger  eels. 
There  is  a  curious  and  unreasoning  prejudice  against 
both  these  fishes  wherever  I  have  been  in  Ireland. 
They  are  both,  however,  caught  in  many  places,  but 
only  to  be  exported  to  the  English  markets.  The 
society's  agent  lives  in  Rutland  Island,  and  if  only 
there  were  any  decent  living  quarters  there  the 
island  would  be  more  convenient  for  anglers  than 
Burtonport.  Some  new  houses  are  being  built, 
and  one  London  artist  at  least  sometimes  resides 
close  to  the  island  ;  but  I  found  no  place  to  put  up 
at.  This  necessitates  a  daily  return  to  Burton- 
port, which  is  very  inconvenient,  as  at  certain  times 
of  the  tide  the  channel  is  not  navigable  even  for  a 
boat.  In  Rutland  Soimd  small  ships  can  safely  lie, 
and  I  had  some  fair  fishing  here  with  wrasse  and 
conger.  I  rigged  up  a  small  long  line  of  only 
50  hooks  and  of  light  material,  and  set  and  lifted  it 
twice  a  day,  not  paying  much  attention  to  either  the 
time  it  was  down  or  the  dayUght.  Of  course  night 
is  the  best  time,  but  such  a  line  will  catch  also  in  the 
daytime.  A  longer  and  heavier  line  is  too  much 
trouble  for  an  amateur.  The  baiting  of  course  is 
the  chief  trouble,  as  where  fresh  fish,  such  as  her- 
rings, cannot  be  bought,  they  must  be  caught.  I 
seldom  now  go  to  any  ground  without  this  handy 
little  line.  At  Rutland  Island  I  caught  regularly 
an  average  of  three  or  four  conger  a  day  weighing 
from  6lb.  upwards,  and  any  more  would  have  been 
wasted.  It  so  happened  that  there  was  a  Cornish 
sloop  in  at  the  time  loading  kelp,  and  the  skipper 
was  only  too  glad  to  get  all  the  eels  I  could  put  on 
board  him.  Rutland  Island  itself  is  very  small,  very 
sandy,  and  very  barren.  It  grows  nothing  except 
a  short,  sweet  grass,  on  which  a  few  goats  browse. 
It  is  a  pretty  and  picturesque  little  place,  especially 
when  the  sun  is  shining.  The  calm,  clear  waters  of 
the  sound  are  then  lit  up,  and  it  is  curious  and 

*  A  lecture  delivered  by  Dr.  A.  Litton  Forbes 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  B.S.A.S.  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  3,  1904. 


interesting  to  see  with  the  incdming  water  of  the 
flood-tide  numbers  of  skate  and  other  fish  swimming 
up  to  their  feeding  ground.  A  Uttle  below  Rutland 
Island  there  is  a  smaller  island  on  which  a  boarding- 
house  has  been  opened.  This  would  be  a  good  place 
for  any  sea  angler,  but  he  would  have  to  bring  with 
him  all  supplies.  I  thought  of  going  there  myself, 
but  found  it  had  been  let  as  a  whole  to  a  party  of 
visitors.  About  £2  10s.  a  week  was,  I  xinderstand, 
the  charge  for  board  and  lodging.  The  usual 
routine  of  fisMng  which  I  followed  was  to  get  off 
from  Burtonport  as  early  as  tide  allowed ;  then 
make  for  Rutland  Island,  get  bait,  and  hft  the  long- 
line.  If  the  weather  were  unsuitable  for  going  out 
to  sea  I  would  fish  for  wrasse  or  other  bait  for  the 
long-line  ;  if  suitable,  would  stand  down  the  httle 
channel  with  a  falling  tide  and  get  on  to  the  groimd 
between  Arran  More  and  the  mainland.  Here  we 
might  shoot  the  fluke-line,  but  I  cotild  not  do  this 
very  often  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
lug.  Failing  that,  if  the  day  were  fine  enough,  I 
used  to  anchor  among  the  breakers  on  some  of  the 
outlying  rocks  and  try  for  wrasse  ;  but  on  the  whole 
I  had  the  best  sport  with  gurnard.  I  got  only,  how- 
ever, very  moderate  quantities — never  more  than  a 
couple  of  score,  and  generally  not  half  that.  I  had 
heard  much  of  the  poUack  fishing,  and  indeed  went 
to  Donegal  chiefly  for  that,  but  it  turned  out  an 
egregious  disappointment.  I  rowed  over  a  great 
extent  of  ground,  tried  various  baits  and  all  likely 
spots,  and  got  only  one  pollack,  and  that  a  small 
one.  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  failiire,  which 
I  can  attribute  only  to  lack  of  fish  ;  but  why  the 
poUack  should  have  deserted  that  particular  coast- 
line I  cannot  say.  It  might  have  been  too  early  in 
the  season,  or  the  presence  of  large  quantities  of 
salmon  off  the  coast  may  have  drawn  the  fish  sea- 
wards. Whatever  the  reason,  the  fact  is  as  I  have 
stated.  I  felt  particularly  disappointed,  as  in 
previous  years  I  had  found  pollack  remarkably  large 
and  plentiful  at  a  place  called  Cleggan,  on  the  coast 
of  Galway,  some  sixty  miles  only  south  of  Donegal. 
I  did  not  attempt  any  night  fishing  of  bream  as  at 
Tory  Island,  nor  did  I  learn  there  were  any  on  the 
coast.  There  was  indeed,  take  it  all  through,  a 
remarkable  dearth  of  fish  both  in  numbers  and 
quality.  I  am  loath  to  blame  the  place  too  much, 
as  last  year  was  an  exceptionally  bad  one,  and  there 
was  no  summer  at  all  in  the  West  of  Ireland.  As 
regards  quantity  of  fish,  there  was,  however,  one 
remarkable  exception.  I  allude  to  the  great  quan- 
tities of  salmon  which  were  taken  at  sea  about  ten 
miles  off  the  coast.  A  London  firm  supplied  nets 
of  high  quality,  taking  two  shares  out  of  seven  ;  the 
natives  provided  their  own  boats,  and  the  total 
catch  was  sold  to  the  firm's  agent  on  the  spot  at  a 
prearranged  price  of  9d.  a  lb.  The  quantities  taken 
were  very  great.  Many  boats  made  from  £50  to  £90 
a  week,  according  to  their  own  statements,  of  net 
profit  for  two  or  three  weeks,  while  the  agent  him- 
self told  me  that  he  had  paid  away  to  the  fisher-folk 
£2200  in  about  fifteen  days.  I  saw  plenty  of  these 
salmon  landed.  They  were  small,  averaging  from 
61b.  to  101b.,  and  somewhat  coarse  and  imder- 
flavoured,  but  this  may  have  been  due  to  indifferent 
cooking. 

On  one  occasion,  taking  a  fair  wind  and  tide,  I 
visited  the  small  island  of  Inniskea  in  search  of 
pollack.  It  is  a  tiny  island  distinguished  for  its 
poverty  even  where  all  around  is  so  poor.  Exposed 
to  the  whole  wash  of  the  Atlantic  on  its  weather  side, 
it  is  surrounded  by  reefs  and  shoal  ledges  of  rocks, 
on  which  enormous  tangles  of  seaweed  grow.  These 
are  very  fatal  to  one's  lines.  I  went  out  some  dis- 
tance in  a  large  boat  and  two  men,  beguiled  by  their 
confident  assertions.  It  was  an  afternoon  and  a 
sum  of  money  wasted,  so  far  as  fish  went.  But  I 
saw  a  very  curious  little  spot — an  island  community 
of  some  twenty  families  separated  practically  from 
the  outer  world.  They  spoke  httle  English,  and 
their  chief  and  only  business  appeared  to  be  cutting 
seaweed  and  burning  it  for  kelp.  The  only  animals  on 
the  island  were  fowls  and  a  few  small  turkeys.  The 
inhabitants  were  pure-bred  Celts,  fair  in  complexion, 
large  of  limb,  fluent  and  flattering  in  speech.  They 
placed  a  romantic  value  on  their  own  services,  while 
all  their  statements  as  to  the  pollack  within  their 
borders  turned  out  quite  untrue.  I  would  say  that 
in  my  experience,  and  speaking  of  course  only  of  tlie 
West  of  Ireland  generally,  but  little  reliance  can  be 
placed  on  the  statements  of  the  fishermen  employed. 
The  reason  is  not  that  they  mean  to  deceive,  but  are 
naturally  given  to  inaccuracy  and  exaggeration  of 
statement,  and  dislike  above  aU  things  to  teU  the 
disagreeable  truths.  I  never  really  could  get  to 
unow  whether  my  guide  expected  to  find  fish  where 
le  took  me  ;  he  always  said  they  were  there  in 
plenty.  Did  he  deceive  himself  as  well  as  his  em- 
ployer ?  Englishmen  and  Scotchmen  will  generally 
say  whether  they  think  it  worth  while  to  go  out  and 
have  a  try  or  not.  With  Irishmen  it  is  more  difficult, 
and  many  a  day  is  wasted  through  want  of  candour 
on  the  part  of  your  man — a  want  due  more  fre- 
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quently  than  not  to  good  nature  and  a  racial  in- 
ability to  state  disagreeable  truths. 

The  country  round  Burtonport  is  more  or  less 
barren  and  forbidding,  but  an  improvement  is 
gradually  creeping  over  what  was  once  the  most 
desolate,  forbidding,  and  forlorn  district  in  Ireland. 
Yet  still  it  is  not  possible  for  the  cyclist  or  angler  to 
travel  with  any  comfort  through  the  remoter  parts 
of  the  country.  He  must  have  an  hotel  under  his 
lee  or  he  will  fare  badly.  There  are  few  if  any 
farmers'  cottages  where  he  could  put  up  for  the 
night,  and  tliis  is  decidedly  unfortunate.  Again,  in 
these  out-of-the-way  places  the  boat  is  a  twofold 
difficulty — either  the  boats  are  far  too  large  and 
require  too  many  men  for  any  but  a  long  and  care- 
fully-planned fishing  expedition,  or  else  they  are  too 
small  and  unseaworthy  to  go  any  distance  in.  On 
many  parts  of  this  wild  west  coast  the  larger  boats 
are  yawls  of  28ft.  to  30ft.  keel,  able  to  go  anywhere 
in  reason  and  face  any  weather,  but  requiring  three 
or  four  men  to  row  them,  and  quite  unmanageable 
without  at  least  two  men.  Below  them  there  is 
nothing  but  canvas-covered  canoes  or  old  crazy, 
worn-out,  badly-built  boats  of  10ft.  to  14ft.  keel, 
mostly  without  sails,  and  not  at  all  suited  for  going 
cut  after  the  larger  pollack.  These  fish,  I  was  told, 
lay  ten  miles  outside  Arran  More — that  is,  riglit  in 
the  Atlantic — and  such  fishing  in  such  an  uncertian 
climate  requires  everything  to  be  of  the  best.  Hence, 
though  I  belive  this  West  Coast  of  Ireland  to  be 
excellent  ground  for  the  sea  angler,  the  sport  is 
necessarily  pm-sued  under  difficulties  of  a  kind 
which  are  not  encountered  round  tiie  English  coasts. 

As  to  the  boatmen  themselves  a  few  words  may  be 
said.  It  is  in  my  experience  much  better  if  possible 
to  engage  a  man  for  a  definite  period  witli  his  boat. 
Let  him  understand  that  you  will  have  no  one  else, 
and  that  if  he  sticks  to  you,  you  will  stick  to  him. 
I  have  sometimes  thus  been"  able  to  secure  a  really 
good  man  by  the  day — that  is,  paying  him  a  fixed 
daily  rate  when  I  took  him  out.  As  a  rule,  however, 
they  do  not  care  for  this  arrangement,  and  want  a 
fixed  weekly  wage  for  a  longer  period  whether  they 
go  out  or  not.  This  is  hardly  so  satisfactory, 
because  one  may  not  want  to  fish  every  day,  and  in 
such  a  climate  there  will  be  many  days  when  it 
would  be  both  useless  and  dangerous  to  go  any 
distance  from  sliore.  As  to  the  men  themselves, 
they  are  not  always  easy  to  deal  with.  Tliough 
lamentably  poor  and  unable  to  earn  any  but  the 
barest  living  on  the  shore,  they  nevertheless  are  not 
easily  satisfied.  Tliey  are,  however,  easily  offended, 
very  suspicious,  and  very  clannish.  A  little  senti- 
ment often  goes  further  than  money.  It  is  not 
advisable  to  beat  them  down  in  their  prices  ;  the 
best  plan  is  to  find  ovit  from  our  agent,  or  if  the 
society  has  not  one,  tlien  under  seal  of  strictest 
secrecy  from  the  doctor,  priest,  or  hotel  proprietor, 
what  about  would  be  a  fair  thing  to  give  and  what 
man  can  be  best  relied  on.  The  rest  must  be  left  to 
chance,  and  if  you  unfortunately  get  an  elderly, 
whisky-loving,  lazy  native  as  your  guide,  there  will 
be  little  sport  to  be  had.  Once  you  have  chosen 
your  man  you  must  stick  to  him,  as  probably  if  you 
discarded  him  no  one  else  would  take  service  with 
you. 

On  the  whole,  I  must  say  I  was  disappointed  with 
the  fishing  at  Burtonport,  and  though  it  is  one  of 
the  stations  mentioned  in  our  book,  I  would  hesitate 
to  urge  anyone  to  go  there.  I  have  had  certainly 
much  better  fishing  elsewhere.  I  am  quite  aware 
that  last  summer  was  an  exceptionally  bad  one.  I 
was  also  told  that  July  was  too  early,  and  that  the 
best  pollack  fishing  was  to  be  had  in  September. 
One  informant  told  me  the  large  pollack  and  eels 
were  to  be  had  only  some  ten  miles  off  land — I 
suppose  on  some  locally  known  banks.  Moreover, 
fishing  does  not  seem  to  be  much  of  a  local  industry. 
The  herring  does  not,  it  would  appear,  come  close  in; 
there  are  no  great  quantities  of  cod,  ling,  or  other 
marketable  fish.  The  flounders  and  plaice  caught 
off  Arran  More  ran  very  small  and  were  not  plentiful. 
I  concluded  that  the  only  fishing  of  any  value  was 
for  the  large,  heavily-manned  boats,  who  could  go 
to  Home  Head  for  herrings  or  shoot  their  long  lines 
in  bad  weather  a  long  way  off  the  land.  The  salmon 
fishing  this  year  was  unusually  remunerative.  This, 
as  was  explained  to  me,  was  due  chiefly  to  the  enter- 
prise and  capital  of  a  London  firm  who  established  a 
fish  depot  just  below  Rutland  Island.  They  pro- 
vided the  natives  with  really  good  nets  and  gear, 
imported  ice,  and  bought  up  the  fish  at  paying 
prices  directly  it  was  landed.  It  is  doubtful,  how- 
ever, whether  the  salmon  can  be  counted  on  for  a 
succession  of  years.  Presumably  these  fish  in  their 
great  systematic  migration  swim  in  dense  shoals 
parallel  to  the  coast  before  turning  in  towards  the 
land  to  make  for  a  river.  If  this  shoal  can  be  met 
with  and  stopped  with  nets  outside,  doubtless  the 
result  would  be  profitable.  But  there  seems  no 
certainty  of  this,  and  so  far  as  I  could  gather,  this 
was  the  first  year  for  many  that  the  salmon  fishing 
bad  paid  so  well. 


It  is  but  fair  to  mention  that  I  was  told  on  all 
hands  that  the  fishing  last  summer  was  much 
below  the  average.    In  this,  I  suppose,  Burton- 
port was  no  exception.  In  the  West  of  Ireland  last 
year  there  was  no  summer  and  no  fishing  either. 
But  it  would  also  appear  that  the  fishing  has  been 
steadily  getting  worse  for  some  time  past.  Here, 
at  any  rate,  there  are  no  trawlers,  and  no  capture 
on  any  large  scale  of  immature  fish.    There  has 
been  no  disturbance  of  nurseries  and,  so  far  as  is 
known,  no  interference  with  local  supplies.    I  fished 
last  summer  in  the  West  and  North  of  Ireland  and 
in  Loch  Ryan  in  Scotland,  and  both  from  personal 
experience  and  from  what  I  was  told,  had  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  season  for  hand-line 
fishing  of  all  kinds  was  one  of  the  worst  on  record. 
It  is  easy  to  suggest  or  make  vague  guesses  at 
possible  causes.    The  subject  is  as  full  of  difficulty 
as  of  interest.    A  great  deal  has  been  laid  to  the 
charge  of  the  trawlers  and  the  destruction  of  im- 
mature fish  ;  but  I  think  also  something  must  be 
said  about  the  enormous  quantities  of  mature  fish 
which  are  now  daily  being  removed  from  the  waters 
all  round  our  coasts.    Owing  to  improved  appliances 
and  the  use  of  steam  both  in  the  capture  and 
distribution  of  fish,  greater  quantities  must  each 
year  be  removed  from  the  sea  than  ever  before. 
And  when  we  speak  of  the  sea,  it  is  well  to  remember 
that  we  mean  not  tlie  limitless  ocean,  but  a  narrow 
and  strictly  defined  line  of  feeding  grounds  com- 
paratively close  to  the  shore.    It  may  be  convenient 
to  class  the  shallowest  portions  of  this  zone  under 
the  head  of  "  nurseries,"  and  to  protect  them,  as 
far  as  may  be,  from  illicit  fishing.    But  after  all, 
the  whole  of  the  shallow  coast  line  and  outlying 
banks  must  be  considered  as  an  entire  and  unbroken 
feeding  ground  for  our  ordinary  saleable  fish.  The 
more  the  crop  of  these  is  thinned,  the  less  will  the 
harvest  be  each  successive  year.    And  in  this  con- 
nection I  may  say  that  I  noticed  that  trammel  nets 
had  won  their  way  even  to  Burtonport.    As  most 
of  you  know,  these  nets  are  very  deadly,  and  can 
be  set  in  shoal  water  close  to  shore,  and  will  capture 
every  kind  of  fish.    They  consist  essentially  of  three 
planes  of  net  set  vertically  and  parallel  to  each 
other.    The  two  outer  planes  on  each  side  have 
very  large  meshes.  Sin.  by  lOin.,  while  the  central 
plane  consists  of  |in.  meshes  capable  of  holding 
small  whiting,  lythe,  or  codling.     The  principle  is 
that  the  net  being  suspended  close  to  the  bottom 
the  fish,  as  they  swinj  along,  pass  through  one  of 
the  large  meshes,  and  then  strike  the  vertical 
smaller  meshed  net.    This  they  push  in  front  of 
them,  driving  onwards  a  small  portion  of  it,  which 
enters  the  larger  outside  mesh,  and  so  makes  a  bag 
in  which  the  fish  is  securely  held.    The  more  it 
struggles  the  more  tightly  it  becomes  fixed,  and  I 
have  seen  a  large  plaice  so  completely  wrapped 
round  that  he  appeared  to  be  the  central  nucleus 
of  a  great  ball  of  net.    These  nets  are  becoming 
very  popular  in  Ireland.    They  are  convenient 
especially  for  catching  bait  for  long  lines,  they  are 
not  expensive,  require  little  time  to  set  or  lift,  and 
can  easily  be  worked  by  one  man.    At  Burtonport 
they  would  appear  to  have  done  much  damage  to 
the  inshore  fishing  with  hand-lines,  for  such  fish  as 
codling  and  wrasse.    I  saw  plenty  of  small  fish 
brought  ashore  and  sold  at  a  good  price  from  these 
nets,  when  the  hand-line  men  could  get  nothing. 
I  used  one  last  summer  at  Tory  Island,  and  after  a 
few  days  seemed  to  have  emptied  the  little  bay  of 
flat-fish. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on  Thurs- 
day, March  31,  in.  consequence  of  Good  Friday  falling 
on  April  1.  All  communications  intended  for  inser- 
tion in  that  issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by 
First  Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  March  30. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  Geneeal  Remarks.  —  The  coarse 
fishing  season  on  the  Thames  has  at  last  closed,  and 
closed  rather  badly.  Roach  fishing  was  of  a  very 
poor  quality,  the  fish  not  appearing  to  have  much 
appetite.  This  has  been  explained  to  me  as  the 
result  of  the  severe  floods  experienced  oa  the  river 
since  June  last,  whereby  the  water  was  rendered 
sourjthrough  the  river  being  for  so  long  over  the  bank 
and  on  the  grass,  and  the  breaking  away  and  con- 
sequent soaking  of  such  a  large  number  of  reeds. 
Pike  fishing  closed  badly,  and  has,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  been  very  poor  throughout  the  winter.  On 
Monday  the  water  looked  in  very  fair  condition, 
and  anglers  really  anticipated  good  sport ;  most  of 
them,  however,  were  disappointed.  The  water, 
though  fairly  clear,  had  an  unpleasant  whitish 
appearance,  as  if  it  had  been  contaminated  by 
snow-broth.  The  Kingston  Piscatorials  had  a 
three-day  roach  competition  to  close  the  season — 
members  to  fish  only  on  one  day,  and  weigh  in  only 


one  fish.  I  was  fortunate  to  be  the  winner  with 
a  roach  of  IJlb.,  caught  at  Thames  Ditton,  Mr.  F. 
Arthur  being  second  with  a  fish  of  15|oz.,  caught 
between  Ditton  and  Hampton  Court.  At  Henley, 
on  Monday,  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  had  twenty-one  nice 
roach  and  two  chub  of  2l\h.  each.  At  Pangbourne 
sport  was  rather  poor,  but  most  anglers  had  a  few 
fish.  At  Shiplake,  on  Monday,  Mr.  F.  Sands  and  I 
had  some  roach  in  the  evening,  after  spending 
nearly  the  whole  day  in  a  fruitless  effort  to  get  a 
pike.  Two  or  three  punts  came  up  from  Wargiave, 
but  only  one  angler  got  a  small  jack.  This  was 
very  disappointing,  as  on  the  previous  day  below 
Shiplake  Lock  a  lady  and  gentleman  had  nearly 
501b.  of  pike,  the  largest  fish  of  the  nine  taken 
going  SJlb.  A  gentleman  from  Reading,  fishing 
from  the  bank  above  Shiplake,  caught  a  magnificent 
perch  of  21b.,  which  I  weighed  on  the  steelyard. 
He  had  fished  for  three  hours  without  getting  a 
fish,  but  also  secured  another  perch  of  lib.  and  a 
small  jack,  all  being  taken  on  a  small  worm.  Trout 
fishermen  are  now  looking  forward  to  April  1,  and 
in  view  of  the  liberal  supply  of  refreshment  the 
Thames  has  had,  prospects  are  very  favourable. — 
F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Tliames  (Henley). — Although  the  weather  was  fine 
and  conditions  were  favourable  during  the  last  few 
days  of  the  close  of  the  fishing  season  sport  was 
bad.  Here  and  there  some  fair  bags  of  roach  were 
taken,  and  a  few  chub  up  to  31b.,  but  pike  fishing 
was  very  slow  indeed.  A  large  number  of  bank 
anglers  were  down  here  on  March  13,  but  very  few 
of  them  returned  with  anything  like  a  good  bag  of 
roach.  Looking  back  one  cannot  but  say  that  this 
winter's  fishing  has  been  one  of  the  worst  known 
for  many  years  ;  in  fact,  there  has  not  been  a  week's 
good  fishing  during  the  whole  of  the  winter  season, 
which  has  made  trade  bad.  The  professional  fisher- 
men have  had  very  little  to  do  all  the  winter. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

  (Lechlade,  Oloucestersliire).  —  The  jack 

fishing  season  has  terminated  with  some  very  fair 
catches.  Mr.  Perry  and  friends,  on  the  Cricklade 
reach,  took  eight  fish  weighing  up  to  I21b. ;  Mr. 
Brotherton  several,  heaviest  131b.  Roach  and 
peroh  anglers  have  done  well. — Chas.  Powell. 

Blackwater  (Maldon,  Essex). — Several  anglers 
have  taken  the  last  opportunity  of  this  season  in 
getting  roach  and  pike  fishing,  and  some  very 
good  roach  have  been  taken,  principally  by  Mr. 
Birkett,  some  over  lib.  each.  Pike  have  not  been 
well  on  feed.  A  member  of  a  London  club  secured 
one  on  March  13  about  6Jlb. ;  F.  Keen  took  two  on 
March  7  from  Chelmsford  district,  9ilb.  ;  and  two 
on  March  12,  OJIb.  Several  anglers  were  out  on 
March  14,  but  very  little  sport  was  had. — F.  Keen. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeach).  —  Delightful 
spring  weather  made  angling  enjoyable,  and  the 
closing  days  of  coarse  fishing  on  the  Cam,  with  the 
water  in  splendid  condition,  accounted  for  some 
excellent  takes  of  pike,  six  fish  to  a  rod.  Every- 
one had  fish  who  were  fortunate  in  getting  live- 
bait  ;  those  spinning  with  artificial  bait  had 
many  break  -  ups,  but  some  good  fish  were 
had.  Upon  the  whole,  the  pike  season  has 
been  the  worst  for  years,  only  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  continued  fiooded  state  of  the  river. 
Mundella's  Act  coming  now  into  force  on  the 
Cam,  anglers  will  now  go  into  Norfolk  waters 
for  sport  amongst  the  roach ;  this  class  of  fish  do 
not  as  a  rule  spawn  until  the  opening  of  the  season. 
It  is  a  pity  the  date  for  the  close  season  is  so  early. 
— John  O.  George,  Beche  road,  Cambridge. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucester  shire). — April  1  is 
the  opening  day  on  this  the  most  glorious  erf  trout 
streams.  The  trout  are  plentiful,  weight  Jib.  to 
3 Jib.,  and  they  are  rising  freely  to  the  March 
Brown,  Olive  Dun,  and  Whirling  Blue.  There  is  a 
good  head  of  water,  and  every  prospect  of  a  record 
season.  Sunday  fishing  is  allowed  on  the  Dudgrove 
length.  The  Upper  Coin,  Bibury,  seven  miles  from 
Fairford,  also  opens  on  April  1.  Mr.  Busby  is  the 
proprietor  of  both  hotels  and  all  the  fishing.  The 
trout  here  are  more  forward  than  usual. — Chas. 
Powell. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District).  —The  water  is  still 
big  and  a  cold  wind  prevails,  and  there  are  no  flies 
on  the  water.  Fishing  at  Totnes  Weir,  Mr.  J. 
Edmonds  landed  with  a  minnow  a  salmon  that 
scaled  12pb.,  whilst  Captain  Ryan  secured  a  16Jlb. 
fish  at  Staverton,  and  Mr.  Gadesden  was  also  suc- 
cessful in  landing  a  fine  salmon.  Trout  fishing  has 
not  been  good.  Mr.  W.  F.  ToUit  had  a  splendid 
basket  of  three  dozen  on  March  15,  and  on  the 
following  day  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  creeled  a  dozen. 
Mr.  Edbrooke  has  also  had  one  or  two  good  catches. 
— Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  York).— Angling  has  been  in 
abeyance  for  the  past  week  or  two,  and  at  time  of 
writing  (March  13)  the  river  is  still  in  partial  flood 
with  snow  water  from  the  moors. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  heavy  rains  and 
snow  waters  have   proved  detrimental  to  trout 
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Walbran's  "World-Famed"  Lake  Flies. 


Walbran's  "World-Famed"  Midg^e  Flies. 


THE  "WALBRAN"  FLY  ROD. 

(No.  .362  in  Catalogue.)   Three  joint,  ash  butt,  hickory  centre,  and  two 
lancewood  tops  (one  long  for  fly,  one  short  for  spinning).  Universal 
winch  fittings,  partition  bag,  stained  dull  black  to  prevent  flashing,  9j|ft., 
loi  ft.,  II  ft.,  price  10/6  ;  12  ft,  11/6. 


THE  "YORKSHIRE"  FLY  ROD. 

(No.  363  in  Catalogue.)  Three  joint,  well  seasoned  greenheart 
throughout,  one  top,  in  bag  complete,  9J  ft.,  loj  ft.,  11  ft,  price  7/6; 

12  ft,  8/6. 

"  A  wonderful  rod  for  the  money." — Fishing  Gazette. 


THE  "LILLIPUT"  SPINNER. 
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Price 

1/6 


The  Fishing  Gazette,  April  4,  1903,  says :  "  The  Lilliput 
Spinner  is  intended  for  spinning  and  small  minnow  for  trout  in 
clear  water.  In  it  the  hooks  and  everything  are  reduced  to  a 
minimum  of  fineness.  It  is  the  most  delicate  little  spinner  we 
have  ever  seen,  and  yet  strong  and  well  made." 


ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOGUE 
POST  FREE. 

A  Customer  at  Sedbergh  writes : 
"  Dec.  12,  1903.  I  am  very  pleased 
with  your  catalogue.  I  find  such 
a  clearness  in  reading  and  under- 
standing, which  does  not  exist  in 
other  catalogues." 


WARD'S  "ARIEL"  TACKLE. 


Flights  only,  8d.  each.    With  Trace,  1/4  each. 

One  of  the  best  tackles  ever  invented  for  spinning  the  minnow, 
either  in  coloured  or  perfectly  clear  water. 


The  "WALBRAN" 


HOLDALL. 


Price 

15/ 


A  most  useful  article  for  carrying  waders,  brogues,  mackin- 
tosh, &c.  Made  of  waterproof  brown  duck,  strongly  bound 
with  leather,  solid  leather  handles,  inside  pockets,  &c. 

"  Once  used,  always  used." 
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THE  "BIBBY"  WORM  TACKLE. 


This  is  the  invention  of  a  well-known  Manchester  angler, 
and  is  greatly  approved  of,  mounted  on  16  inch  4x  drawn 
gut,  or  on  any  other  strength  of  gut  to  order. 
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fishing  generally.  Captain  Lawe,  who  is  visiting 
Chudleigh,  fishing  in  the  Teign,  landed  a  171b. 
ea'mon.  Few  ro'ls  have  been  out  on  the  Torridge, 
Okement.  and  Lpw,  although  the  rivers  have  rarely 
been  in  better  CDndition.  Mr.  R.  M.  Moyle  captured 
fourteen  on  the  Lew,  and  they  were  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  On  the  Carey  a  rod  took  five  fish  last 
week,  and  catches  generally  have  been  small.  Three 
more  salmon  were  captured  in  the  Teign  this  week 
by  Captain  Lawe,  and  they  scaled  111b,,  101b.,  and 
81b.  There  is  a  large  quantity  of  salmon,  trout,  and 
peal  in  the  Lower  Teign,  and  sport  promises  to  be 
verv  good. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— On  March  7,  the  Corby  Castle 
keeper  landed  a  fish  of  131b.,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Graham 
one,  181b.,  at  Stainton.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  Wm.  Pat- 
tinson.  a  small  one,  and  Mr.  Strong,  one,  181b., 
near  Wetheral.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Atkinson, 
two,  I  Gib.,  161b.,  in  the  Corby  water,  Mr.  Pat- 
tinson,  three,  171b.,  181b.,  201b.,  in  the  Boat  Pool ; 
and  Mr.  Kneland  a  small  one  'near  Warwick.  On 
the  nth,  Mr.  H.  B,  Lockhart  had  two,  91b.,  191b., 
at  Cargo;  Mr.  E.  H.  Tetley,  one,  171b.,  at  Corby; 
Mr.  A.  Nichol,  three,  161b.,  191b.,  201b.,  at  Eden 
Grove  ;  and  Dr.  Murray,  of  Armathwaite  Hall,  two. 
On  the  12th,  Mr.  TUingworth  got  three.  151h.,  181b., 
2''lb. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Pattinson  one,  171b.,  all  in  the 
Wethpral  Boat  Pool ;  the  Corby  keeper  one,  91b. ; 
Dr.  Murray,  one,  211b.  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Graham,  one, 
131b.,  at  Crosby;  and  Mr.  Cowan,  one,  151b.,  below 
Carlisle.  On  the  14th,  Mr.  W.  Pattinson  landed 
three,  171b.,  251b.,  271b.,  in  the  Boat  Pool;  Mr. 
Middleton,  one,  151b.,  in  the  White  Stream ;  and 
Mr.  Malcolm,  one,  at  Petterill  Foot.  The  river  is 
still  full  of  snow-broth,  and  the  trout  will  not  rise 
at  all.  Snow  fell  heavily  nearly  all  day  on  Tuesday 
near  Penrith,  and  that  has  spoiled  the  water.  The 
weights  of  the  salmon  are  quite  abnormal  for  Eden 
spring  fish,  the  average  being  about  171b.  instead  of 
101b.  to  121b.  as  usual. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby).— There  is  some  little  improve- 
ment in  the  prospect-!  of  sport  on  thi?  river,  some- 
what improved  meteorological  conditions  having 
prevailed  during  the  past  two  or  three  days.  As 
yet  there  appears  to  have  been  indifferent  results 
experienced  by  the  few  anglers  who  have  plied  the 
rod.  Sea  fishing  has  also  provided  but  indifferent 
sport,  the  prevalence  of  cold  winds  having  retarded 
the  movements  of  anglers,  whilst  the  sea  has  been 
rather  heavy. — J.  Jackson 

Eze  and  Barle  (Dulverton).— A  couple  of  hours' 
soft  rain,  followed  by  genial  sun,  would  make 
fishing  conditions  excellent.  Trout  are  being  taken 
now  in  fair  numbers  but  they  have  not  yet  come 
to  the  fly  too  rea'iilj'.  owing  to  the  coMne?s  of 
water  from  melting  snow  on  the  moor.  The  wind 
ia  now  veering  and  the  glass  falling,  so  that 
prospects  of  a  good  fishing  time  are  excellent. — 
Blue  Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  The  cold  winds 
prevailing  have  bpen  much  against  fall  creels,  but 
in  the  Exe  and  its  tributaries  some  trout  have  been 
caught  with  the  Blue  Upright,  Half  Stone,  March 
Brown,  and  February  Red.  A  few  pike  of  niedium 
size  have  been  taken  in  the  river  and  in  the  canal, 
in  the  latter  near  Topsham  and  the  limekilns ;  but  we 
have  now  said  good-bye  for  awhile  to  the  coarse  fish. 
Spring  pollack  are  in  evidence  at  Exmouth  and 
Teignmouth,  and  at  the  former  resort  Mr.  R. 
Mostyn  had  twenty-seven  in  an  hour-and-a-half. 
Bass  have  been  seen  outside  Exmouth  Bar,  but 
thev  are  not  in  evidence  at  the  pier  yet. — Red 
PalM'K. 

Iiake  Vyxnwy  (ITortli  Wales).— The  'fishing 
sea-^on  on  thin  lake  has  begun,  and  the  prospects 
are  very  encouraging.  The  weather  has  of  course 
been  bad  (aa  it  has  been  everywhere  else),  but  it 
seems  to  be  improving.  For  the  last  week  it  has 
been  very  cold,  with  hard  frost  at  night,  and  as  a 
rule  bright  sunshine  during  the  day,  and  absolutely 
no  breeze.  Almost  every  morning  the  lake  has 
been  more  or  less  frozen  over.  The  best  bask  t  has 
been  made  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Pine— fifteen  fish  (91b  3oz). 
The  most  killing  fly  has  been  the  March  Brown. 
Some  rainbows  have  been  taken,  and,  as  I  anti- 
cipated, they  are  in  good  condition,  and  fought 
well. — LoNO  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries. — Monday  was  the  last  day 
for  pike  and  perch  fishing  in  the  Lea,  and  the 
season  for  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish  was  concluded  on 
that  date  (March  14)  in  the  Stort.  The  Lea,  Beane, 
and  Rib  remain  open  until  the  end  of  the  month 
for  angling  for  roach,  dace,  chub,  and  bream. 
Sport  has  been  quiet  in  the  Lea,  roach  feeding 
shyly,  and  as  the  water  is  clear,  prospects  are  none 
too  promising  for  March  20.  Fine  tackle  will  be 
very  necessary,  and  the  best  results  are  likely  to  be 
met  with  in  the  deeps.  Trout  are  not  moving  yet 
in  the  Laa,  but  with  some  wxrm,  sunny  weather  in 
evidence,  thoy  should  soon  be  showing. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lvmg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  now  gone  down  and  cleared.  The  snow 


has  disappeared,  but  the  weather  has  been  change- 
able. Up  to  the  present  fishing  has  been  rather 
quiet ;  a  few  anglers  have  been  out  and  tried  fly 
and  worm,  and  a  few  fish  taken,  but  aport  has  been 
very  slow. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Feterborongh.). — Finish  of  season  com- 
paratively quiet  here.  Although  the  last  few  days 
were  conditionable,  no  catches  were  made,  and  few 
took  advantage  of  the  favourable  circumstances  so 
far  as  weather  was  concerned.  At  Oundle,  the 
season  closed  with  a  splendid  catch  of  pike,  Mr.  A. 
Stretton,  of  Oundle,  landing  three  fine  ones,  weigh- 
ing 131b.  each.— E.A.S. 

Onae  (Holywell  Perry).  — The  finish  up  of  a 
very  bad  season  has  been  very  fine  indeed,  as  fish 
of  all  kinds  have  been  taken  here  in  abundance. 
Roach  especially  have  shown  up  in  enormous 
takes.  Dr.  Gover,  of  Saffron  Walden,  having  the 
heaviest  record,  as  during  the  last  two  days  of  the 
season  he  took  quite  thirty  roach  of  over  lib.  each, 
and  scores  of  fib.  They  were  mad  on  for  lobs  on 
the  ledger.  Jack  also  showed  up  well.  Several 
gentlemen  were  out  and  took  six  and  seven  good  fish 
each  up  to  S^lb. — A.  W.  Scard. 

 (St.  Neots,  Half  Moon  Hotel).— The 

pike  were'  feeding  pretty  freely  last  week-end,  and 
several  were  taken,  the  largest  being  a  91b,  by  E. 
Tuckfield,  and  another  of  81b.  captured  by  Hutchins, 
whilst  a  fair  number  of  smaller  ones  were  taken, 
some  of  which  were,  of  course,  returned. — F. 
Beeson. 

Flymonth. — The  Tavy  seems  to  be  the  only  river 
where  they  are  taking  trout,  and  some  good  baskets 
have  been  the  result  of  a  few  hours'  fishing  in  the 
middle  of  the  day.  The  best  flies  are  the  Blue 
Quill  with  wing,  also  the  March  Brown,  either  with 
the  woodcock  wing  or  partridge  hackle.  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  fresh  run  salmon  being  taken  yet, 
although  I  hear  there  are  some  pairs  running  up. 
When  the  weather  gets  a  little  bit  warmer  no  doubt 
they  will  sport  better. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — There  has  not  been  much  improvement  in 
the  state  of  affairs  in  this  neighbourhood  as  regards 
angling,  as  although  the  weather  has  not  been  so 
severe  and  uncongenial  as  before,  yet  frosty  nights 
have  greatly  hindered  the  clearance  of  these  rivers 
from  snow  broth,  so  that  not  much  sport  has  been 
had,  up  to  the  present,  with  trout,  and  angling  for 
pike,  chub,  roach,  and  other  coar-se  fish  has  also  had 
to  be  pursued  under  difficulties  as  the  wind  is  now, 
and  has  been  for  some  days,  very  chilly,  and  either 
north-east  or  east.  Much  better  sport  is  anticipated 
when  the  snow  has  all  cleared  off  from  the  Welsh 
hi'U,  and  which  is  now  finding  its  way  into  all  these 
rivers,  which  otherwise  would  be  in  good  condition 
as  the  water  has  now  fallen  to  the  average  level  for 
the  time  of  year.— Vyrnwy. 

Snaaex  Rivera  and  Chicheater  Canal.— Just 
at  the  close  of  the  coarse  fish  season  the  weather 
was  favourable,  the  water  in  excellent  condition,  and 
fish  well  on  the  feed.  The  Ouse  has  yielded  some 
good  roach.  Recently  Mr,  Geo.  Eustace  captured  a 
roach  of  lib.  14Joz.,  and  a  dace  of  7oz„  Mr. 
Snelgrove  taking  a  roach  of  lib.  4oz.  Mr.  Snelgrove, 
at  Lewes,  on  Monday,  had  a  nice  basket  of  roach, 
the  heaviest  weighiiag  lib,  llfoz.  ;  also  fish  of 
lib.  SJoz.,  lib.  SJoz.,  and  lib.  8oz.  A  few  pike 
were  taken  from  the  upper  waters,  a  nice  fish  of 
8Jlb.  was  secured  with  live  snap  by  a  local  angler. 
Mr.  Barden,  with  Mr.  Fowler,  spent  a  couple 
of  days  on  the  Arun,  and  had  excellent 
sport  with  the  pike,  taking  together  about  501b. 
The  best  fish  fell  to  the  prowess  of  Mr.  Barden, 
and  weighed  151b.  Several  undersized  fish  were 
returned  to  the  water.  Messrs.  Barden  and  Fowler 
speak  highly  of  the  courtesy  and  moderate  charges 
of  Host  Hawkins  at  the  Railway  Hotel,  Pulborough, 
and  with  sport  good  had  an  enjoyable  outing.  The 
Canal  at  Chichester  is  low,  and  fish  may  be  seen  in 
myriads,  especially  in  the  basin — carp  up  to  151b., 
several  pike,  bream,  perch,  and  roach,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  small  fry.  A  pike  of  about  81b.,  bream 
up  to  1-Jlb.,  and  perch  of  l^lb.  are  among  the 
captures  of  the  week.  More  fish  have  been  taken 
during  the  past  few  days  than  for  some  months 
past.— George  F.  Salter. 

Ta£F  (Llandowror,  Carmarthen). — Very  little 
fishing  done  as  yet  this  season.  Plenty  of  fish  are 
showing  up  and  prospects  good.  Several  salmon, 
I  hear,  have  been  caught  below  Whitland,  but  the 
weather  is  still  too  cold  for  general  angling. — H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardigfanahire). — The  water 


Trout  Flies.— The  trout  season  is  fast  approaching,  and 
anglers  should  now  have  their  rods,  reels,  and  waders  overhauled. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  greater  care  can  be  given  in  overhauling 
than  during  the  busy  season,  and  ample  time  can  be  allowed  for 
the  varnish  to  harden  thoroughly.  Flies  to  pattern  should  also 
be  ordered  now.  The  greatest  care  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Anglers  in  the  habit  of  dressing  their  own 
flies  should  now  secure  their  material.  Selections  can  be  made 
up  to  suit  the  reciuirements  of  salmon  or  trout  fly  dressers. — 
J.  E.  Miller  (Telephone  2601),  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


at  time  of  writing  (March  14)  is  rather  low,  but 
rain  is  fa'ling,  and  prospects  hopeful.  Good  sport 
was  had  during  last  week,  and  some  nice  baskets 
of  trout  teken,  and  several  salmon  were  landed, 
weighing  from  about  51b.  to  121b.  Free  fishing  for  j 
a  mile  or  so  for  anglers  staying  at  the  Royal  Lion  1 
Hotel.— H.  I 

Teifi  (Llandyaail). —  Water  in  good  order  and  * 
trout  rising  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  but  no  big  j 
baskets  caught  last  few  days.  Salmon  very  plenti-  j 
ful  and  sport  good.  A  clean  run  fish  scaling  8Jlb.  { 
caught  on  March  15 ;  this  makes  twenty-five  salmon  Jj 
this  season  up  till  now.  Rain  threatens,  and  if 
it  comes  should  make  angling  good  for  some  time,  "y 
— Vic.  ' 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  has  ' 
now  gone  down  and  is  clearing  nicely.  The  weather  , 
has  been  unsettled,  but  has  been  in  favour  of 
anglers  getting  out.  The  flies  to  use  will  be 
February  Red,  Red  Spinner,  Cowdung,  Blue  Dun. 
Bottom  fishing  has  been  successful  with  worm,  and 
pike  fishing  has  been  good  with  live  bait.  On 
March  12,  in  the  Ludford  water,  a  chub  21b.  and  a 
t'out  Jib.  were  landed.  In  the  water  under  Whit- 
cliffe  some  nice  fish  were  taken  on  March  14.  Fish- 
ing in  the  Burway  water  on  March  15  a  pike  of  5lb. 
was  landed. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbnry).— In  this  part  the  weather  has 

been  very  changeable.  Angling  has  been  quiet  up 
to  the  present,  and  very  few  rods  have  been  out, 
the  cold  east  winds  being  against  anglers.  Trout 
have  been  inclined  to  feed,  but  the  fish  are  not  in 
good  condition  yet. — Worcester. 

Uak  (Abergavenny). — Water  now  in  good  order 
for  trout  fishing ;  the  chief  taking  flies  are  the 
March  Brown,  Iron  Blue  Dun,  Whirling  Dun, 
February  Red,  and  Apple  Green  Blue.  Amongst 
the  successful  anglers  are  Capt.  Clifton,  Mr.  Hen- 
drics,  George  Hambling,  William  Peake,  etc.,  who 
have  had  some  fair  catches  of  trout.  I  notirie 
there  are  many  kelts  not  yet  gone  down  to  the  tidal 
waters.  A  couple  of  kelts  have  been  landed  with 
the  trout  flies,  and  of  course  returned;  it  is  nothing 
unusual  for  them  to  take  a  trout  fly  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  invariably  it  i<  a  March  Brown  they  take. 
A  good  stretch  of  water,  called  the  Town  water,  can 
be  fished  for  trout  at  lOs.  the  season,  and  a  longer  ' 
stretch  for  £1  called  the  Association  ;  the  salmon 
tickets,  limited  to  six,  are  £3  ;  but  day  tickets  may 
be  had. — E.  J.  Delafield.  ' 

Uak  (Uak). — .4n  excellent  week's  sport  has  to  be  ■ 
reported,  and  trout  are  seen  rising  very  freely,  in 
fact,  better  than  has  been  known  for  many  years 
past.  The  most  successful  anglers  were  :  March  10, 
Mr.  T.  Rees,  nine  and  a  half  brace ;  Mr.  J.  Pitt, 
three  brace;  Mr.  C!obb  (Newport),  eight  brace; 
Mr.  E.  Bowyer,  four  and  a  ha'f  brace ;  Mr.  A.  J. 
Thomas,  two  brace  (one  weighing  2|lb.,  which  is 
the  largest  caught  this  year).  March  11,  Mr.  T. 
Rees,  ten  brace ;  Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley,  two  and  a  half 
brace ;  Mr.  Geo.  Edmunds,  senr.,  four  and  a  half 
brace.  March  12,  Mr.  T.  Rees,  eight  brace  ;  Mr.  J.  , 
Pitt,  four  brace  ;  Mr.  E.  Bowyer,  five  brace. 
March  14,  Mr.  T.  Rees,  six  and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  E. 
Bowyer,  two  and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  Hiley  (Ponty- 
pool).  five  brace  ;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  four  and  a  half  brace ; 
Mr.  F.  J.  Edmunds,  two  brace ;  Mr.  G.  Edmunds, 
two  brace';  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley,  two  and  a  half 
brace.  March  15,  Mr.  T.  Rees,  two  and  a  half 
brace ;  Mr.  E.  Bowyer,  four  and  a  half  brace ; 
Mr.  J.  Pitt,  five  '  brace ;  Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley. 
eight  brace ;  Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  jun.,  four  brace.  It 
will  be  observed  that  Mr.  T.  Rees  killed  seventy- 
three  trout  in  five  successive  days  (excluding 
Sunday).  The  March  Brown  has  been  out  pretty 
thick  the  beginning  of  the  week,  but  the  Blue  seems 
to  be  the  most  useful  fly.  No  new  salmon  have 
been  seen  on  this  water,  although  it  is  reported  one 
or  two  have  been  killed  on  the  upper  water. — T.  R. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent, 
Onae,  etc.  (Torka). — The  Yore  and  the  Swale  have 
been  running  clear  and  fairly  free  from  >now  water, 
but  on  the  hills  there  is  plenty  of  snow.  There  has 
been  frost  during  the  night,  but  in  the  daytime 
the  sun  has  shone  with  brilliancy,  which  has 
enabled  a  lot  of  the  coarse  fishers  to  go  out.  Some 
fine  catches  of  coarse  fish  have  been  caught 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  season.  In  the 
upper  waters  there  has  been  some  restocking 
with  young  trout.  The  Wharfe  has  been  fairly 
clear,  and  several  rods  have  been  out  in  the  lower 
lengths.  In  the  districts  of  Boston  Spa,  Tadcaster, 
and  Ulleskelf  some  nice  panniers  of  fish  have  been 
caught.  Mr.  T.  Burns,  jun.,  had  some  excellent 
sport  at  Tadcaster  amongst  the  roach  with  the  worm, 
his  basket  weighing  over  1  lib.  Several  of  the  roach 
weighed  over  a  pound.  The  Yore  has  been  in  fine 
trim  for  pike  fishing,  fair  sport  being  met  with 
in  the  lower  reaches.  The  river  has  been  running 
in  fair  trimf  and  some  fine  baskets  of  fish  have  been 
caught  in  the  lower  reaches.  In  the  Harrogate 
angling  waters  at  Ribston  Park  some  good  sport 
has  been  met  with.    Mr.  F.  Kelly  had  a  basket 
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P.   D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactnrer  of  eyery  description  of  Fisliing  Taclde  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TJSN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  superior  to  Split  Cane, 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  oza.  to  12  o«b,  ;  very  powerlol, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane, 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Reel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  salt. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  looha  In  Sootland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout, 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level, 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marrelloiu.  I  have  do  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  Ills  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes :  "I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  £6  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


FISHING  SEASON  HAS  COMMENCED. 

LOGHENBREGH  HOTEL  &  SPA 

CASTLE  DOUGLAS. 

Jlie  Finest  Health  Resort  in  the  South  of  Scotland. 

The  Hotel  is  situated  within 
five  minutes  of  the  Loch, 
where  there  is  excellent 
Trout  Fishing,  free  to  visitors 
staying  at  the  Hotel. 


Home  Comforts.  Golf  Course. 
Bowling  Green  &  Tennis  Lawn. 

For  terms,  which  are  very 
moderate,  apply  Pbopbietoe. 


THE  HIT  OF  THE  SEASON!! 

TAYLOR'S  ORIGINAL 

"Always  Ready  for  Use" 
KING  OF  ROAGH  PASTE 


Made  In  Three  Colours :  Pink,  White,  and 
Yellow,  and  put  up  in  3d.,6d.,  and  Is.  tins. 

TEST  ITS  MERITS 
YOURSELF 

by   sending    four    penny   stamps  for 
sample  tins  of  each  colour,  post  free. 


Direct  from  the  Maker : 

E.  S.  TAYLOR, 

FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER. 

1,  West  Bridge  Square,  LEICESTER. 


FISHING  GAZETTE 

WANTED 

COPIES  OF  "  FISHING  GAZETTE  " 
for  February  19,  April  16,  and  July  23, 
1881.  6d.  each  will  be  given  for  copies 
of  above  by  The  Manageb,  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter 
Lane,  London,  E.C. 


EAST   INDIA  MOTTLED 
CANES. 

A  Special  Consignment  of  the  a)x)Te,  very 
tliln  in  Butt,  and  from  18  ft.  long,  perfect  natural 
Rods,  in  one  piece  as  imported,  prices  1/6  to  2/6 
each.  Very  fine  picked,  price  3/6  each.  MalLea 
ttte  best  and  lightest  of  Salmon  or  Sea  Kods,  &c. 

H.WHITTY,  IS,  Basnett  St.,  Liverpool. 


T/l/'ORMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
'  ^  Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  One  gross,  properly 
scoured,  packed  in  moss  in  good  bag, 
carriage  paid,  for  Is.  2d. ;  2  gross  do.,  3s. 
Send  P.0.0,  to  Haedy  Bros.,  6,  South 
St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 


NORTON  FISHERY, 

BALOOCK,  HERTS, 

HAVE  THE  FOLLOWING  FISH  FOR  DISPOSAL: 


from  3  inches  to  5  inches 
from  5  inches  to  8  inches 
from  4  inches  to  6  inches 
from  4  inches  to  6  inches 
from  6  inches  to  9  inches 


YEARLINGS. 

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000 
BROWN  TROUT,  5,000 
LOCH  LEVENS,  10,000 
RAINBOWS,  25,000  . 
RAINBOWS,  10,000  . 

TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

BROWN  TROUT,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  11  inches 

BROWN  TROUT,    5,000    from  9  inches  to  14  inches 

RAINBOWS,  10,000    from  8  inches  to  12  inches 

RAINBOWS,    5,000    .       .       \  \  '  .  from  9  inches  to  14  inches 

Quotations  for  larger  fish  on  application.  All  fish  free  on  rail  at  Baldock  Station, 
and  guaranteed  a  safe  delivery.  Preah  Water  Snails  and  Shrimps,  especially 
reconmiended  for  waters  about  to  be  stocked,  are  supplied  at  £1  per  1,000. 

Apply,  MANAGER. 


MALCOM  &  CO., 


The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 

INVENTORS  OF  THE    .   .  . 

□Tanned  Angola,  " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"  Xciinnecl   Angola.  " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 
WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6  £21/ 


See  Field,  June  30,  1900. 


3,  GREEN  STREET, 
^  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 
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weighing  71b.  8oz.  at  Walshford  Bridge,  including 
a  brace  of  roach  weighing  lib.  1  loz.  Mr.  W.  Oliver 
had  little  sport  amongst  uie  pike,  securing  two  small 
ones.  On  Monday  last,  it  being  the  last  day  for 
fishing  for  coarse  fish,  several  rods  turned  out ;  sport 
on  the  whole  was  only  moderate,  the  best  basket 
being  again  taken  on  the  Harrogate  length  at 
Walshford,  by  Mr.  J.  Fenwick,  his  basket  weighing 
about  71b.  Several  rods  visited  Acaster  last 
week  on  the  Ouse.  Sport  on  the  whole  was 
only  moderate.  The  trout  season  opened  on 
Wednesday  in  adverse  condition,  snow  falling  the 
greatest  part  of  the  day.  turning  to  rain.  Very  few 
rods  out  on  the  Yore  in  the  Hawes  length.  I  had  a 
look  round  the  day  previous,  and  the  river  was  fairly 
clear.  I  found  very  little  insect  life,  but  saw  a  few 
early  browns  and  waterhen  bloa  flying  about.  The 
Wharfe  was  patronised  by  a  few  ardent  anglers  at 
Addingham  and  Ilkley  in  the  winterly  weather. 
Sport  was  only  moderate,  the  best  baskets  being  got 
with  spinning  the  minnow.  Fly  fishing  will  not  be 
general  until  warmer  weather  comes,  and  when  it 
does  the  following  flies  will  kill :  Miller's  Dark 
Needle,  Snipe  Bloa,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Bradshaw's 
Winter  Brown,  and  Waterhen  Bloa. — John  E. 
MiLLEB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Carron  (Easter  Rosa,  Ardgay,  If.B.). — The 

Weather  has  been  most  unfavourable,  and  only  two 
fish  landed  to  the  beginning  of  this  week,  though 
four  rods  have  been  out.  On  Tuesday  last  week 
Mr.  Collins,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  caught  a  Gib. 
salmon  on  Invercharron  Water,  and  on  Friday  Mr. 
Simmons  landed  a  9-pounder  on  Gledfield  Water. 
On  Wednesday  this  week  the  weather  improved, 
but  a  great  deal  of  snow  still  lay  on  th»  hUls. — B. 

Deveroii  (Banffshire). — The  weather  conditions 
continue  still  against  both  rod  and  net  fishing  in 
this  district.  Snow  fell  heavily  in  the  beginning  of 
the  present  week.  The  river  is  in  apaty  condition 
with  the  melting  of  snow  among  the  hills,  and  the 
water  is  thick  and  discoloured.  Owing  to  the  low 
temperature  few  fish  are  running,  and  the  net 
fishermen  on  the  lower  pools  have  scarcely  a  fish. 
On  Monday  the  catch  for  the  day  was  three,  the 
most  caught  for  any  day  on  the  river  since  the 
commencement  of  the  month. — H.  W. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — Almost  no  sport 
has  been  got  on  the  upper  reaches  above  Aboyne  as 
yet.  The  weather  is  far  too  wintry  among  the  glens, 
and  till  a  thorough  softening  sets  in  little  else  need 
be  expected.  On  the  Cambus  O'May  water,  Mr. 
C.  B.  Lucas  and  Col.  Edis  have  had  one  or  two  fish 
apiece,  but  nothing  to  speak  of.  On  the  Dinnet 
section  most  of  the  anglers  have  left,  and  will  not 
return  till  there  is  a  rise  in  the  water.  On  the 
deeper  pools  on  the  Aboyne  reaches,  Messrs.  Jones 
and  Smith,  and  on  the  Glentana,  Mr.  Hall,  have 
had  one  or  two  fish  scaling  from  6Jlb.  to  121b.  On 
the  Castle  water.  Admiral  Sir  Chas.  Fane  creeled 
one  of  81b.  On  the  Kincardine  beat  fair  pport  has 
been  had  considering  the  very  low  state  of  the  river. 
On  the  Woodend  water.  Captain  Quintin  Dick  has 
had  the  best  of  the  sport  agoing.  On  March  5,  he 
had  two  of  81b.  and  171b.  ;  on  the  8th,  one  of  71b. ; 
on  the  9th,  two,  of  71b,  and  81b.  ;  while  Miss  Fraser 
had  a  beauty  of  71b.— her  "first  blood."  On  the 
Ballogie  section,  Edmund  King  had  two  of  6Jlb. 
and  81b. ;  while  Mr.  Spencer  Hare  creeled  two  of 
71b.  and  81b.  On  the  Dess  water,  Mrs.  R.  Laing  had 
one  of  141b.,  and  Mr  R.  Laing  one  of  81b. ;  while 
Charlie  Blacklaw  had  one  of  81b.  on  Carlogie.  On  the 
Cairntpn,  Upper  Blackhall,  and  Inchmarlo  sections 
the  same  sp.'rt  has  been  got,  but  not  nearly  so 
bright  as  at  the  opening.  On  the  Drum  water  the 
river  is  too  low  for  the  best  sport,  yet  Mr.  Lrvine 
and  Mr.  Morrison  have  added  some  four  fish  to  thoir 
previous  score ;  while  Mr.  Low  (Aberdeen)  had  a 
beauty  of  291b.  On  the  Park  water,  Mr.  BuUough 
had  one  of  81b. ;  while  Mr.  Davidson  had  three  of 
81b.,  151b.,  and  241b.  On  the  Durris  water  nine  fish 
were  landed  for  the  week,  scaling  from  71b.  to 
101b.  On  the  Upper  Durris,  Messrs.  Meakin 
and  Barker  had  four  fish,  71b.,  91b.,  101b.,  and 
121b.  respectively.  On  the  Kingcausie  and  Blairs 
section  fair  sport  has  been  got,  which  would  have 
been  considerably  enhanced  with  a  further  rise  in 
the  river.  On  the  tidal  reaches  nothing  has  been 
done  for  over  thrpe  weeks  worth  recording.  Don. — 
There  was  a  rise  of  March  Brown  on  March  12. 
when  some  fairly  good  baskets  were  made  ;  but 
the  hard,  adamantine  nature  of  the  weather  is 
dead  against  sport.  Recently  the  Pitmedden 
keeper,  assisted  by  two  wntchers,  captured  two 
notorious  poachers  busily  netting  the  pools  on  the 
Fin  try  and  Pitmedden  reaches  of  the  Don.  They 
had  one  hundred  and  twenty  trout  in  their  bag, 
many  of  them  over  21b.  They  were  sentenced  to 
forty  days  or  £5  fine,  the  heaviest  the  sheriff  could 
inflict.  UoiE.— Mr  W.  Ingram  (Edinburgh)  is 
having  excellent  sport  on  the  Inverugie  rca?he3  of 


this  fine  stream,  and  on  March  12  creeled  thirty- 
four  fine  fiimock.  Later. — Hills  covered  with  snow, 
clear  but  frosty  weather.  River  rising  very  slowly, 
only  three  inches  since  March  13  ;  another  three 
inches  would  prove  of  immense  value,  and  move 
the  fish.  Ythan. — On  Friday  last  Mr.  J.  McKenzie, 
solicitor,  Aberdeen,  had  a  fine  basket  of  sixteen 
finnock  and  sea-trout  on  the  Aucharnie  water,  one 
sea-trout  scaling  2Jlb.  Beauly. — The  first  fish  of 
the  season  was  landed  on  Monday  by  Mr.  Craik 
from  the  mill  pool. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Angling  has  been  quieter 
since  last  week's  report  on  the  rivers  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  The  cold  easterly  winds  and  the 
hard  frosts  that  we  have  experienced  during  the 
last  fortnight  have  now  given  way  to  more  favour- 
able conditions.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  tempera- 
ture is  much  milder,  and  the  wind  is  now  round  to 
the  south.  Overnight  some  rain  fell,  and  again  it 
was  wet  this  (Wednesday)  morning.  There  is, 
however,  no  difference  in  the  rivers  from  that  of 
yesterday.  All  the  streams  are  in  fair  trim  for 
the  fly.  Trout  are  feeding  rapidly  on  the  March 
Brown  daily,  and  there  has  been  a  good  hatch  of 
Browns  during  the  past  ten  days.  Yellow  trout  on 
the  Border  rivers  are,  as  a  rule,  not  much  fished  for 
until  the  end  of  the  present  month.  Anglers  who 
have  been  trout  fishing  inform  me  that  the  yellow 
trout  are  in  remarkably  good  order  this  season,  and 
that  some  of  the  trout  caught  have  been  like  mid- 
summer condition.  Very  few  spring  salmon 
have  been  running  in  the  Solway  nets  this  week, 
but  as  there  is  now  a  change  of  wind  there  will 
probably  be  a  few  taken  before  these  notes  appear  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  Sea  trout  are  not  yet  making 
a  show  in  the  firth,  but  with  the  advent  of  April 
they  begin  to  run  well.  The  Annan. — This  river  is 
fining  down,~but  still  in  fair  order  for  a  medium- 
sized  salmon  fly.  Mr.  W.  Wright  hooked  and  lost 
a  fine  spring  salmon,  apparently  about  131b. 
or  141b.,  last  week  -  end.  Mr.  Wm.  Thomson 
hooked  and  lost  a  salmon  on  Tuesday  even- 
ing in  the  Galabank  portion.  In  the  Brewery 
Pool,  on  March  14,  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  landed  a 
beautiful  little  spring  salmon  of  71b.  or  81b.  It  was 
taken  with  a  phantom  minnow  (blue  and  silver). 
The  fish,  which  had  the  sea  lice  upon  its  shoulders, 
was  clean  run  from  the  Solway,  and  gave  splendid 
sport.  A  few  small  catches  of  trout  have  been 
taken  by  one  or  two  rods,  but  no  one  is  attempting 
to  fish  for  trout  as  a  rule  yet.  In  the  higher 
Annan  salmon  kelts  are  exceedingly  numerous, 
and  a  goodly  number  have  been  landed  in 
the  Four  Town's  waters.  A  considerable 
number  of  the  late  running  fish  that  ascended 
the  Annan  in  January  and  the  earlier  part  of 
February  have  yet  to  spawn,  but  the  salmon  that 
migrated  in  the  back-end  have  completed  their 
spawning,  and  are  now  off  the  redds  and  on  their 
way  seawaxds.  A  number  of  salmon  have  been 
showing  in  the  lower  pools  to-day  (Wednesday). 
Doubtless  many  of  these  will  be  kelts,  though 
it  is  said  one  or  two  clean  fish  were  noticed  rising. 
In  the  Mount  Annan  private  waters  no  clean  run 
spring  salmon  have  been  taken  this  season, 
and  there  are  no  reports  of  any  having  fallen 
to  the  rods  on  the  Hoddom  Castle  and  Castle- 
milk  portions  of  the  river.  A  number  of  rods 
are  out  to-day  (Wednesday)  and  5the  reports  have 
not  reached  me  in  time  to  include  in  these  notes. 
The  Dumfries  Nith. — Angling  has  not  shown  any 
improvement  on  this  river.  Since  the  season  opened 
not  a  single  spring  salmon  has  been  captured  on 
some  of  the  stretches.  Trout  fishers  have  had 
moderate  catches  with  the  March  Brown  on  the 
chief  tributaries,  but  the  sport  on  the  main  river 
has  been  disappointing  as  a  rule.  The  pros- 
pects for  the  Thornhill  part  of  the  river  are  fairly 
promising  for  trout.  A  great  number  of  salmon 
kelts  are  in  the  stretches  of  Mid  Nithsdale,  and  they 
are  not  likely  to  be  cleared  seawards  until  a  good 
flood  takes  place.  The  Cairn  and  Cluden  anglers 
have  been  having  fair  sport  among  yellow  trout, 
which  are  reported  to  be  in  nice  order  for 
this  period  of  the  season.  Very  few  anglers, 
however,  are  fishing  for  yellow  trout  at  present. 
The  Galloway  Rivers. — Little  is  doing  in  these 
rivers.  The  cold  east  winds  and  snow  still  lying  on 
the  hills  have  not  been  favourable  for  trout  fishing, 
though  several  anglers  have  had  moderate  catches. 
The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire,  the  Urr  of 
Dalbeattie,  and  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse  are  all  in 
fairly  good  order  at  the  tim3  of  writing.  The  Cree 
of  Creetown  is  also  reported  to  be  in  fair  order,  but 
no  reports  of  the  angling  sport  from  the  latter 
river  finds  its  way  into  print.  The  Ayrshire 
Districts. — Although  the  angling  is  now  open  in 
this  part  few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  rivers 
and  loch  fishing  has  not  commenced.  The  lochs 
are  generally  left  alone  until  the  end  of  March. 
Much  snow  has  been  laying  on  the  hills,  and  the 
weather  has  been  all  against  angling  in  Ayrshire. — 
Heatherbell. 


Tay. — The  weather  of  the  past  week  has  been 
dry,  and  with  the  exception  of  March  12  and 
March  13  cold.  The  river  still  continues  to  run 
very  low.  On  March  13  it  came  out  a  foot  and  was 
somewhat  coloured,  but  it  has  since  fallen  back. 
The  following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  reported  : — 
Upper  Stanley. — Mr.  Stewart,  fishing  this  water 
on  10th  inst  for  Capt.  McDonal,  killed  one  salmon 
of  221b. ;  on  12th,  one.  13|lb. ;  on  13th,  one,  ISJlb. 
Lower  Stanley. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  March  14, 
Captain  J.  C.  Stringer  killed  one  salmon  of  H^lb. 
BuRNMOUTH. — Mr.  Henry  Peters,  fishing  this  water 
on  9th  inst,,  landed  one  fish  of  171b.,  and  on  the 
nth  inst.,  another  of  231b,  Batpleby  Water. — 
Fishing  the  upper  portion  of  this  beat  on  14th  inst., 
Mr.  Achd.  Coat's  boatman  landed  onesalmon  of  161b., 
while  on  the  lower  portion,  on  12th  inst.,  he  killed 
one  fish  of  5lb.  and  on  March  15,  another  of  131b. 
Upper  Dunkeld. — Mr.  Arthur  Blyth,  fishing  this 
water  on  March  15,  killed  one  fish  of  211b.  Lower 
Dunkeld. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  Wednesday, 
March  9,  Mr.  Park's  boatman  landed  two  salmon  of 
21  Jib.  and  18Jlb.,  and  on  Mondav,  March  14,  Mr. 
Arthur  Blyth  three  fish  of  171b..' 17  Jib.  and  201b. 
River  Tummel  (Faskally  Water). —  Mr.  Percy 
Illingworth,  fishing  this  water  on  8th  inst.,  killed 
one  salmon  of  151b.,  another  of  14Jlb.  on  the  9th, 
and  one  of  151b.  on  the  11th,  Loch  Tay  (Killin 
Preserved  Water).  —  Mr.  Walker,  fishing  on  9th 
inst.,  killed  one  salmon  of  171b.,  and  Mr.  A.  Kay  on 
12th  inst.  one  of  171b. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Bivera. — The 
weather  is  still  too  cold  for  trout  fishing,  and  salmon 
are  very  scarce,  so  that  anglers  have  not  had  much 
encouragement  of  late.  On  the  Teviot,  on  March  12, 
Mr.  R.  Ormiston  caught  one  nice  spring  salmon  of 
6Jlb.,  and  Mr.  T.  Gibson  a  clean  sea-trout  of 
41b.  At  Heiton  Mill  Rock  a  few  fish  have 
been  caught  at  Carham  during  the  week.  On  the 
Eden,  Mr.  J.  Hogg,  March  14,  had  6|lb.,  Mr.  E. 
Bond  51b.,  and  on  Tweed,  at  Banff  kill,  Mr.  Wm. 
Mercer  had  10 Jib.  At  Jack's  Plumb,  Teviot,  on 
March  12,  Mr.  J.  Rutherford  had  a  sea  trout  of  61b. 
— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Boyle. — The  season  here  opened  very  badly  aa 
far  as  weather  was  concerned,  but  that  has  changed 
now,  and  very  much  for  the  better.  During  the 
past  week  some  fine  baskets  of  trout  were  got, 
especially  off  Arrow,who.-e  fishing  so  far  is  a  decided 
improvement  upon  previous  years.  I  give  the  catches 
of  one  man  who  has  fished  Arrow  pretty  regularly 
since  season  opaned  in  February.  Fishing  parts 
of  nine  days  in  February,  T.  Ballintine  killed  twenty- 
five  trout,  51ilb.;  largest,  61b.;  best  day,  eight  trout. 
Same  man,  fishing  parts  of  nine  .days  in  March, 
killed  thirty-eight  trout  weighing  841b.  ;  best  day, 
March  14,  nine  trout  weighing  231b.  On  March  13, 
Mr.  Lyttle  had  five  trout,  14lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Kildea, 
four  trout,  lOlb.  Weather  to-day  (Wednesday, 
March  16),  just  sf)lendid,  and  to-morrow,  our  first 
fishing  holiday,  I  expect  will  do  for  a  large  number 
of  trout  and  pike. — Geo.  Taylor. 

Boyne  and  Tributaries — The  climatic  con- 
ditions still  remain  adverse  to  sport.  We  have  had 
during  the  past  week  easterly  winds,  snow,  and  dis- 
coloured snow  water.  The  only  fishery  on  which 
there  has  been  any  sport  is  Slane  Castle,  on  which 
Mr.  Cameron  had  four,  of  231b.,  101b.,  81b..  and  lib. 
Mr.  G.  Tunstal  Moore  one  of  161b.,  and  the  fisher- 
man eight,  of  22lb.,  211b.,  191b.,  181b.,  121b.,  121b., 
91b.,  and  81b.  This  fishery  has  done  better  this 
season  than  for  many  years,  a  total  of  fifty  having 
beentaken  up  to  March  15  ;  thus  it  has  been  favoured 
with  this  (for  Ireland)  exceptionally  hard  spring. 
On  Upper  Black  Castle,  Mrs.  Ley  had  one  of  161b.; 
and  Mr.  F.  Ley,  two,  of  141b.  and  121b.  On 
Ardmulchan,  the  fisherman  had  one  of  about  151b. 
On  the  Blackwater  Mill  fishery,  Mr.  E.  Sclater  had 
one  of  10|lb. — Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Danegal).-  The  river  is  now  in 
nice  fishing  order.  Mr.  A.  Stubbs  landed  a  fresh- 
run  salmon  of  91b.  on  14th  inst.,  and  on  the  same 
day  T.  Gilroy  (keeper)  landed  two  salmon  of  121b.. 
and  91b.  Mr.  A.  Stubbs  unfortunately  lost  another 
good  fish  when  nearly  ready  for  the  gaff. — M. 
RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).—  The  Erne 
is  running  rather  high  and  somewhat  discoloured 
for  successful  trout-angling  at  present,  but  with  the 
present  fine  weather  will  soon  be  in  order  again. — 
M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

Killamey. — The  weather  at  time  of  writing  is 
getting  milder,  and  sport  is  showing  up  a  good  deal. 
At  Glencar,  salmon  have  afforded  good  sport,  the 
successful  anglers  being  Colonel  Rahilly,  Mr.  J.  L. 
Adlercron,  Colonel  Spottiswoode,  Colonel  Smyth, 
and  Mr.  Cayley.  All  the  waters  in  the  district  are 
now  in  good  angling  ord  r,  though  some  of  the  rivers 
are  getting  a  bit  low. — T.  J  D. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle). — The  fishing  on  Lough 
Arrow  since  the  opening  of  the  season  has  been  very 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming'  and  trading  in  the  name 
of    Ogden.  disappointment  by 

dealing  at  the  old-established  shop. 


ES  OGDEN 


JocH  Sent 


PRACTICAL  AMLER,  and  MANDFACTDRER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE. 

MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,  GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 

The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  Jcnown  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN. 

•7a.s.  O^clen's  "  l^ultuxn  in  Pa.x*vo  '*   Fly  Rod,  21/- 

«j£i.s.  O^den's  M'ew  "  InvictEt "   Fly  (i?egistex*ed),  6/-   pex*  doz. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  nanne  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

apecialitits : 
Triimmeli,  Drags.  Shoos 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


PUtaerle*  laid  ant  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  lor  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate 
40  yeara'  experience. 


Prices 
on 

application 


FLIES. 


doz. 

Cash  with  order.      29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 


COUNTY   CORK,  IRELANO. 

SPLENDID  LAKE  FISHING 

Rainbow,  Loch  Leven,  and  Brown  Trout. 

For  particulars  apply  to  MANAGER,  Sheppepton  Lakes,  Leap,  eo.  Cork. 


pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recommended  to 
ANGLERS 


BY  THS 
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Send  a  Fostosrd  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 

Roach     ...      le.  M.  i     Per  100  yards. 
Barbel    ...      2*.  Od.  I  White  or  Neutral 
Pilse       ...      8«.  6d.  l  Oreen 
Salmon   ...      is.  6d.  I       on  Boards. 
The  New  "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  liltely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Marlcet. 
Catalogues  post  free.   To  be  had  only  from 

H      RARNRfi  WHOLBBiLe  AND  BETAIL 

U.  DnUHLO,  pisHINQ  TACKZ.E  MAKER. 

St.  Swiihins  dquare.  LINCOLN, 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,   skilled  or  unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book : 

"  A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fish  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Price  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Reels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Henry  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 


Thomas  &  Sons' 
FLY-FISHING  JACKET. 

"  It  must  be  twelve  years  or  more  since  I  first  used 
one  of  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Sons'  fly-fishing  Jackets  and 
said  I  could  speak  highly  of  it,  and  certainly  after 
many  years'  trial  I  have  nothing  but  praise  for  it.  It 
is  made  of  rain  but  not  air-proof  West  of  England 
Tweed,  and  is  light  and  yet  strong  and  warm.  As 
will  be  seen  from  the  illustration,  the  sleeve  is  so 
made  as  to  give  great  freedom  ou  lifting  the  arms. 
The  skirt  is  detachable,  a  great  advantage  if  you  are 
wearing  wading  trousers.  It  is  well  cut,  bare  of 
buttons  to  catch  the  line,  and  pockets  are  plentiful 
and  capacious.  The  collar  is  large,  and  a  capital  pro- 
tection from  wind  and  rain  when  turned  up.  The 
knickerbocker-breeches,  which  go  with  the  jacket,  or, 
at  any  rate,  can  be  worn  with  it,  are  made  to  lace  at 
the  knee  instead  of  buttoning,  a  great  improvement  in 
some  respects.  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Sons,  of  32,  Brook 
Street,  W.,  have  a  very  large  sale  for  their  jacket ;  it 
is  rather  more  expensive  than  the  ordinary  jacket,  but 
besides  being  superior  in  every  way,  will  last  three 
times  as  long,  so  it  is  cheaper  in  the  long  run." — - 
R.  B.  MARSTON.— 7idc  Fishw^  Gazette,  June  mii, 
1903. 

AVOID  IMITATIONS. 

This  coat,  in  a  modified  fonn,  is  equally  suit- 
able for  Golfing  or  Shooting,  as  it  gives  that 
absolute  freedom  of  play  to  the  arms  which  is 
so  essential  for  either  sport,  and  copious  pocket 
room  for  cartridges. 
Patterns,  Prices,  and  Instructions  for  Self  Measurement 
will  be  sent  on  application. 


THOMAS  &  SONS, 

Sporting  Tailors  and  Breeofies  Maimers, 

32,  Brook  Street,  Grosvenor  Square,  W. 

Telephone -4852  Gerrard.]  CTele^raphic  Address-"  Spoptlngly,  London." 
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fair,  and  since  March  1  some  very  fine  fish  have 
been  landed.  On  Saturday  last  (March  12)  Mr.  J. 
A.  Acheson  had  two  beauties  of  4  Jib.  and  3  Jlb.,  and 
I  hear  one  of  01b.  was  had  last  week. — G.  Acheson. 

Iiouglx  Corrib  (Kilbeg,  co.  Oalway).  —  Not 
much  trout  fishing  here  last  week,  but  a*  good 
numberi^of  pike  wore  caught  by  the  local  fishermen. 
One  man  had  fifteen  pike  ;  largest  a  fine  fish,  weigh- 
ing 291b.  J.  Hart,  water  bailiff,  shot  and  speared 
from  the  shores  no  less  than  ten  pike,  the  largest 
weighing  181b.— T.  M. 

Longrli  Cnrraue.  etc.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  following  fish  have  been  had  since  last  report : 
March  11,  Meaghter  Healy,  one  salmon,  lOJlb.  ; 
March  12,  Meaghter  Healy,  two,  1011b.  and  Ojlb.  ; 
Major  Cresswell,  one,  111b. ;  March  13,  James  Ted 
Sullivan,  one,  9  Jib.  ;  March  14,  Mr.  Cowburn,  one, 
121b.  The  lake  is  now  in  nice  angling  order,  and 
as  the  weather  is  very  favourable  at  time  of  writing, 
and  salmon  arriving  from  the  sea,  the  prospects  are 
materially  improved.  Brown  trout  fishing  has  com- 
menced on  the  mountain  lakes,  where  fair  sport  has 
been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

IiOUgli  Melvin. — The  lake  is  now  in  good  fishing 
order,  but  no  salmon  angler  was  out  on  it  during 
the  past  week.  Mr.  Gallagher,  took  a  trout  (Salmo- 
ferox)  of  411b.  on  March  10  "  trolling,"  also  four 
smaller  trout,  all  in  good  condition.  The  lake 
contains  a  good  stock  ot  spring  salmon. — M.  Rouan 
&  Sons. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order, 
with  south  winds.  The  lower  readies  fished  fairly 
well  during  the  week,  two  good  fish  being  killed, 
121b,  and  14lb.,  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  played  a  very 
large  fish  for  over  an  hour  and  lost  him  on  the 
upper  water.  Fishing  on  Lough  Conn  and  the 
other  lakes  was  fair  for  trout,  and  good  sport  is 
expected  next  month.  The  weirs  are  getting  a  lot 
of  fish  of  a  large  size  up  to  the  present.  There  are 
lots  of  fish  in  the  pools. — John  Deveks. 

Uoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 
Mayo). — All  the  pools  on  the  rivar  are  now  fishable 
owing  to  the  fine  weather  that  has  prevailed  here 
for  the  last  ten  days.  Mr.  J.  C.  Kearns,  on  March  12, 
one  salmon,  121b.  ;  on  Feb.  14,  one  salmon,  101b.  ; 
also  landed  sixteen  kelts.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  lost  a 
clean  fish  on  March  11  after  twenty  minutes'  hard 
play,  and  landed  a  number  of  kelts.  Both  loughs 
are  now  in  good  order,  and  no  doubt  a  good  many 
fish  have  got  into  them.  Mr.  Kearns  two  fish  were 
taken  with  the  famous  fly  King  Edward  VII.  I 
have  heard  from  an  old  angler  at  Pontoon  that  two 
clean  fish  have  been  killed  there  last  week  spinning. 
— Pat  Heaenes, 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — 
Evidently  treacherous  March  intends  to  see  it  out 
with  us  to  the  end  of  the  month.  So  be  it,  as  we 
are  bound  to  have  better  weather  and  therefore 
better  sport  in  April,  May.,  and  June,  aU  three 
months  being  the  pick  of  the  sea?on  here.  There- 
fore at  present  there  is  a  good  chance  open  for  a 
few  friends  to  secure  a  good  thing  here  out  of  hand. 
Who  will  be  first  in  the  running  '!  I  shall  be  only 
too  glad  to  afford  full  particulars  as  to  bonnie 
reaches  and  charges  to  any  friends  who  may  write 
for  same  soon. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell). —  Water  in  nice  order 
and  stJl  improving.  Weather  changeable.  On 
Doona-",  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed  two  salmon, 
281b.  and  32lb.  On  Hermitage  Mr.  W.  Turner 
killed  two  salmon,  19lb.  and  311b. — John  Enright 
&  Son. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Penzance. — -Very  fine  weather  all  the  past  week, 
boating  a  real  pleasure,  but  fishing  slight.  Some 
enterprising  fishermen  had  good  catches  of  whiting 
on  spillers,  one  catch  eleven  and  a-half  score,  but 
boats  shooting  yesterday  had  scarcely  any.  On 
March  1 1  three  of  us  tried  the  House  in  the  Hole 
mark  for  pollack,  but  all  we  caught  was  one  craw- 
fish and  one  gurnard.  We  tried  two  other  marks, 
but  with  equally  bad  results.  We  are  trying  often, 
hoping  soon  to  fall  in  with  pollack. — J.  H.  Rowe 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Fishing  has  been  very  slack  during 
the  week,  and  there  has  not  bean  much  doing  either 
on  the  piers  or  on  the  boats,  except  a  few  pouting, 
in  the  Sound.  The  spring  pollack  have  not  yet 
come  in ;  there  are  several  boats  out  daily  trying 
for  them,  but  only  a  stray  fish  here  and  there  have 
been  caught.  Tlie  grey  mullet  seem  to  have 
forsaken  the  docks,  or  else  they  are  not  on  the  feed. 
Some  of  the  drift  boats  have  been  having  fair 
catches  of  mackerel,  but  they  do  not  seem  in  prime 
condition  — William  Heardeh  (B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborough. — Pier  anglers  are  catching  a  few 
plaice  and  codlings  from  the  north  pier,  but  the 
JM.N.E.  winds  are  keeping  the  majority  of  anglers 
at  home. — H. 


JlssociaHons,  elc. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  puhliahed  on  Thurs- 
day, March  31,  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday  falling 
on  April  1.  All  communications  intended  for  inser 
tion  in  that  issue  must  reach  Ht.  Dunstan^s  House  by 
First  Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  March  30. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  Competition. 
Mr.  Barber  desires  us  to  again  call  attention  to 
the  above,  which  takes  place  at  St.  Margaret's 
(G.E.R.)  on  Sunday  next  (March  20) ;  special 
trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  at  reduced 
fares.  All  may  compete,  whether  members  of  the 
society  or  not,  the  only  qualification  being  the 
purchase  of  a  Ls.  ticket,  which  may  be  obtained 
of  tackle  dealers,  club  secretaries,  at  the  railway 
station  on  the  morning,  or  on  the  scene  of  the 
competition.  Up  to  Wednesday  morning  (March  16) 
some  eighty-six  prizes  had  been  promised  by : 
Albion  Bros.  A.S.,  Allason  United  A.S.,  Messrs. 
Abrahams,  Head.  Amicable  Bros.,  Mr.  Medcalf, 
Anchor  and  Hope,  Mr.  Wade,  Bermondsey  Bros., 
Mr.  Wyley,  Blackfriars  A.S.,  Messrs.  Foster,  Smith, 
and  Wheelhoupe,  Bloomsbury  A.S.,  Brompton  A.S., 
Mr.  Barber,  Briny  A.S.,  Mr.  Poole,  ►Brunswick 
Bros.,  Cambridge  Heath  Bros.,  Messrs.  Stynian, 
Thomas,  Sawyer,  Webb,  and  Kramer,  Crown  and 
Buckland,  Dalston  A.S.,  Globe,  Good  Intent, 
Messrs.  Gray  and  Maybury,  Great  Northern,  A 
Friend,  Hoxton  Bros.,  Mr.  Newton,  Islington  Bros., 
Izaak  Walton  A.S.,  Lincoln  A.S.,  New  Century, 
North  East  Bros.,  North  London  A.S.,  Original 
Alexandra,  Original  Clerkenwell,  Mrs.  Harvey, 
Oglander,  Phrenix,  Mr.  Carter,  Putnej',  Queen's 
Piscatorials,  Royal  Oak,  St.  Albans,  St.  John's, 
Serapis,  South  London,  Mr.  Frei,  South  West 
Piscatorials,  Sundial,  United  Bros.,  Walham  Green, 
Wenlock,  Willesden,  Wiltshire  United,  Mrs.  Sower- 
butts,  Messrs.  Levein,  Martin,  Woodruff,  Vanhegan, 
McLachlan,  Merry,  Hammond,  Pearce,  Cashen, 
BoufHer,  Elwood,  Levett,  Musgrave,  Cash,  Kent, 
Forward,  Abel,  Holder,  Spielman,  Sparrow,  Franks, 
Woodward,  and  Stevens. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Modestly  described  on  the  invitation  ^  card  as 
a  "Social  Supper" — what  was  in  effect,  however,  a 
dinner,  and  a  very  successful  dinner — took  place  at 
the  Broad-stieet  Restaurant,  E.C.,  on  Tuesday  last, 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert  taking  the  chair,  and  very  ably 
presiding  over  a  large  company.  The  excellent 
and  ample  repast  having  been  discussed,  a  short 
list  of  toasts  was  got  through,  the  following  being 
given:  "The  King";  "The  C.L.P.S.,"  responded 
to  by  Messrs.  Bentley  and  Dryden  ;  "  The  Ladies 
and  Visitors,"  very  humorously  proposed  by  Mr. 
E.  H.  Cox;  "The  Press,"  ably  responded  to  by 
Messrs.  Crnmplen  (People)  and  .Jackson  (Anglers' 
News) ;  and  *'  The  Chairman,"  very  neatly  given  by 
Mr.  E.  A.  Baamont,  and  received  with  musical 
honours  In  the  course  of  the  evening  some  very 
fine  recitations,  songs,  etc.,  were  beatifully  rendered 
by  the  following  ladies  and  gentlemen,  each  and  all 
worthy  of  special  mention:  Miss  M.  Ladell,  Miss 
Violet  Ladell,  and  Messrs.  F.  Gellett,  C.  Gellett,  and 
Freeman,  the  last  two  gentlemen  giving  very  clever 
recitations.  The  instrumental  portion  was  f'om 
Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  (fine  violin  solo)  and  Mr.  Begernie, 
Mr.  Alfred  Fowle  ably  assisting  at  the  piano.  The 
National  Anthem  finished  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 
It  may  be  stated  in  conclusion  that  the  excellent 
catering  of  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Co.,  and  the  general 
arrangements  made  by  their  manager  (Mr.  H. 
Taylor),  gave  the  greatest  possible  satisfaction  to 
an  assemblage  embarrassingly  large. — -Hon.  Sec. 

Ghesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  presided  at  a  special  com- 
mittee, and  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  at  the  ordinary 
meeting  on  March  15.  The  hon.  sec.  reported  the 
turning  into  the  Chess  of  over  200  capital  trout  in 
grand  condition.  This  operation  was  parsonally 
superintended  by  Mr.  Peart,  from  whom  the  fish  were 
purchased,  and  is  direct  evidence  of  the  care  which 
is  taken  by  him  to  ensure  that  full  value  is  obtained 
for  the  money  expended.  The  fishing  reports  this 
week  are  somewhat  poor,  but  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray  had 
dace  of  14oz.,  13oz.  and  lloz.  among  a  "take." 
Mr.  Stanley's  paper  on  "  Things  that  Happen  when 
We  Go  Fishing"  brought  a  large  attendance  of 
members,  who  were  richly  repaid,  as  the  paper  was 
full  of  interest  throughout ;  Mr.  Stanley  was  in  his 
most  humorous  vein,  and  his  reading  was  highly 
appreciated.  At  its  conclusion  members  speraad  to 
be  in  Oliver  Twist's  position,  for  they  "  wanted 
more."  This  want,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  happily 
supplied  on  some  future  occasion.  The  vote  of 
thanks  proposed  was  carried  in  the  heartiest 
manner,  and  brought  a  very  pleasant  evening  to  a 
close.  Members  who  have  not  replied  to  the  Dinner 
post-card  should  do  so  at  once,  as  Tuesday  next  is 
not  far  off. — Hon.  Sec. 


Highbury  Angling  Society. 

A  good  muster  of  members  were  present  at  the 
meeting  on  March  16,  over  which  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd 
presided.  Final  arrangements  for  the  match  on 
March  20,  between  teams  captained  by  the  vice- 
presidents,  were  made,  and  only  fine  weather  is 
needed  to  make  it  a  most  enjoyable  outing.  After 
the  business  had  been  run  through,  members  related 
the:  circumstances  of  their  best  day's  sport.  Mr. 
Attwood  led  off,  and  the  particulars  given,  especially 
after  such  an  unsatisfactory  season,  excited  the 
auditors'  envy.  Among  the  many  successful  experi- 
ences related  only  a  few  can  be  noticed,  and 
perhaps  the  most  noteworthy  are  Mr.  Attwood's 
five  bream  weighing  251b.,  from  a  public  fishery  on 
the  Lea.  Mr.  Woodruff's  five  trout  on  fly  from  our 
Thatcham  fishery,  weighing  131b.  4Joz.,  best  leash, 
3  jib.,  31b.  ioz.,  and  2ilb. ;  Mr.  Shaw's  take  of 
seventeen  roach,  nine  over  l^lb.,  best  leash 
21b.  IJoz.,  21b.  loz.,  21b.  ^oz.  Messrs.  Wymer 
and  Westrup's  take  ot  1401b.  of  pike,  best  ISJlb. 
and  1711b.  Reports  of  fish  taken  are  more  favour- 
able. From  our  Barford  water,  Mr.  Johnson  Smith 
has  taken  pike,  151b.,  81b.,  and  many  smaller ;  Mr. 
J.  Potter,  nineteen  roach,  average  lib.,  and  pike  up 
611b.;  Mr.  Spencer,  a  fine  show  of  perch,  20lb. — 
twenty  fish  ;  Mr.  G.  Rayner,  ten  pike  of  small  size, 
and  nine  perch,  lib.  each.  From  other  waters,  Mr. 
Shaw  took  151b.  of  fish — chub  up  to  31b.  5oz., 
roach  up  to  lib.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Greenhill,  six  roach,  best 
lib.  9.5oz.,  lib.  Soz.,  and  six  dace  over  8oz. ;  Mr. 
Forbes,  dace  over  8oz.,  and  roach  up  to  l^lh. ;  Mr. 
A.  Smith,  twenty  small  perch.  Mr.  Woodruff 
roach  from  the  Thames. — G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  Robt.  C.  Blundell  took  the  chair  at  Monday's 
meeting,  when  the  president  of  the  Society,  Mr. 
Horace  Brown,  read  a  paper  on  "British  Finches." 
In  the  course  of  his  address  Mr.  Brown  remarked 
that  there  were  eighteen  finches  in  all.  Some  were 
exceedingly  rare,  but  the  majority  were  plentiful. 
Sparrows,  for  instance,  though  they  were  trapped, 
poisoned,  and  shot,  were,  like  the  poor,  "ever  with 
us"  in  great  numbers.  The  sparrow's  first  cousin, 
the  tree  sparrow,  came  over  in  flocks  in  the 
autumn  from  the  Continent  —  an  alien  immi- 
gration which  the  Legislature  could  not  cope 
with.  The  goldfinch,  though  found  in  great 
quantity  at  Hungerf  ord  a  few  years  ago,  was  almost 
dying  out  there,  bub  the  hawfinch  was  one  of  the 
few  finches  the  progress  of  which  was  on  the  upward 
grade.  The  greenfinch  lent  itself  to faking,"  and 
when  "treated"  by  the  cognoscenti  was  passed 
off  as  a  canary.  Bullfinches,  chaffinches,  linnets, 
the  redpole  (the  smallest  finch  existing),  the  Twite, 
the  Siskin,  and  the  very  rare  Serin  were  desci  ibed, 
together  with  the  curious  crossbill  and  the 
remainder  of  the  finch  tribe.  The  characteristics 
and  peculiarities  of  each  bird  were  pointed  out,  the 
speaker's  descriptions  bristling  with  anecdotes  con- 
cerning them.  Mr.  Brown  urged  anglers  to 
take  up  the  study  -of  bird  life.  If  they  did 
so,  and  found  trout  would  not  rise,  they  would 
never  have  a  blank  day,  for  in  the  feathered  world 
there  would  always  be  something  to  amuse,  interest, 
and  instruct.  He  hoped  the  juveniles  (com- 
paratively speaking)  amongst  them  would  be  bird- 
bitten,  whilst  as  to  the  older  friends,  he  uttered  the 
pious  wish  that  they  m'ght  never  be  henpecked. 
A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  passad  to  Mr.  Brown 
for  his  admirable  paper.  As  to  angling,  a  tray  of 
roach  taken  by  Me-srs.  Bridgman  and  Matthews 
graced  the  chairman's  table.  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson 
mentioned  that  the  Kennett  was  still  abnormally 
high,  the  watar  running  over  the  banks  like  a 
veritable  cascade. — Hon.  Sec. 


FISHING  FOR  COAL-FISH. 

The  coal-fish  requires  a  stiff  breeze,  and  a  dark 
sky  is  all  the  better  ;  in  its  detail  it  is  perfectly 
similar  to  mackerel  fishing,  only  that  the  superior 
size  of  the  coal-fish  makes  stronger  tackle  and  a 
heavier  lead  indispensable  ;  an  eel  7in.  or  Sin.  long 
is  the  bait  ;  the  head  being  removed,  the  hook  is  in- 
troduced as  in  a  minnow,  and  the  skin  brought  3in. 
or  4in.  up  the  snoud.  This  latter  is  a  fine  line,  of 
two  or  three  fathoms  length,  affixed  to  the  trap-stick 
and  lead,  the  weight  of  which  latter  is  regulated  by 
the  sailing  ;  four  or  five  knots  an  hour  is  the  best 
rate  of  sailing  for  killing  coal-fish,  and  where  they 
are  abundant  the  sport  is  excellent.  The  coal-fish 
varies  in  weight  from  21b.  to  141b.,  is  finely  shaped, 
immensely  rapid,  uniting  the  action  of  salmon  with 
the  voracity  of  the  pike  ;  if  he  miss  his  first  dash,  he 
will  follow  the  bait  to  the  stern  of  the  boat.  For 
mackerel  fishing  the  bait  is  the  same  fish,  cut  to  the 
size  of  the  herring  fry  ;  mackerel  are  very  tender- 
mouthed. — "  Wild  Sports  of  the  West." 
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The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on  Thurs- 
day, March  31,  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday  falling 
on  April  1.  All  communications  intended  for  inser- 
tion in  that  issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstans  House  by 
First  Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  March  30. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  weather  very  few  of 
our  members  have  been  out,  but  nevertheless 
two  of  our  clubs  went  out  on  March  13  to  fish  a 
bye-contest ;  the  Bell  Barn  Society  went  to  Lich- 
field on  March  13,  when  104  comretitors  fished  for 
a  valuable  lot  of  prizes.  They  fished  under  thej 
Association  rules,  when  Mr.  F.  Percy  was  returned 
the  winner  with  one  roach  6Joz.  A  lot  of  the 
members  were  water  beaten  owing  to  the  bad 
weather,  but  still  they  did  not  complain  as  they 
had  a  very  nice  day's  outing.  The  Gun  A.S.  went  to 
Lapworth  to  fish  in  the  VVarwick  Canal  when  a 
large  number  of  members  turned  out,  but  sport 
was  very  inferior.  Under  the  Association  limit  it 
was  very  hard  to  define  winners,  as  only  a  few  small 
fish  were  taken.  The  Birmingham  Association  is 
making  rapid  progress.  New  clubs  seem  to  be  the 
order  of  the  day,  in  fact  there  will  be  more  fisher- 
men than  fish  in  the  sweet  bye-and-bve,  so  much 
so  that  the  Birmingham  Association  will  in  time  to 
come  not  only  rent  water  either  ia  canals  or  rivers, 
but  will  have  to  use  a  certain  amount  of  the  contri 
butions  in  providing  a  new  fish  either  small  or  large 
to  replace  or  supplement  the  fish  taken  by  the  anglers. 
All  members  taking  fish  under  the  limit  prescribed 
by  the  Association  should  be  punished  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  Association  laws.  On  the  other  hand, 
members  of  the  Association  taking  fish  during  the 
close  season  should  be  expelled.  I  advocated, 
some  years  ago,  that  the  extension  should  be  granted 
to  members  wishing  to  travel  over  a  certain  distance 
to  fish  in  grounds  which  extend  to  places  which  does 
not  enable  our  membeis  to  reach  the  water,  under 
perhaps  a  distance  o£  fort.y  miles.  With  a  combina- 
tion throughout  the  country,  there  is  not  the  least 
doubt  but  what  th  ■  railway  companies  will  agree  to 
this  request.  We  have  had  snow,  hail,  rain,  and 
sunshine,  and  very  little  has  been  done  ;  in  fact,  very 
few  of  our  members  have  ventured  to  go  out. 
And  now  the  close  time  has  come  in  the  majority  of 
our  members  will  remain  idle  for  some  time. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  coarse  fishing  season  which  has  just  closed 
has,  generally  speaking,  been  a  successful  one  so 
far  as  the  Fen  waters  are  concerned.  The  rainfall 
has  been  abnormal,  and  there  have  consequently 
been  more  interruptions  on  account  of  the  flooded 
condition  of  the  streams.  These,  however,  in  a 
measure  have  done  good.  Undoubtedly  a  better 
reaching  season  has  not  been  experienced  for  some 
years ;  at  least  this  is  the  writer's  experience  so  far 
as  the  Forty-foot  is  concerned,  where  it  is  said 
there  have  been  an  increased  number  of  subscribers. 
Pike  fishermen  have  also  done  very  well,  but  the 
fish  which  have  been  killed  have,  for  the  most  part, 
been  of  small  proportions,  and  it  has  been  very 
seldom  that  anything  heavier  than  71b.  has  been 
reported.  The  concluding  days  of  the  season  were 
responsible  for  some  very  nice  lots  of  roach,  both 
on  the  Witham  and  Forty-foot ;  and  news  comes  of 
the  best  pike  of  the  season  having  been  taken  from 
a  private  water  at  Culverthorpe  by  Mr.  Ben.  Smith, 
of  Horbling.  It  was  a  handsome  fish,  weighing 
191b.  7oz.,  and  measuring  forty-one  inches  in  length. 
The  weight  was  taken  after  the  fish  had  been  out  of 
the  water  for  some  hours,  during  which  it  lost  a  lot 
of  blood.  This  is  believed  to  be  a  record  pike  for 
South  Lincolnshire  waters. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  nice  roach  were  taken  at  the  end  of  the 
week,  both  from  the  Driffield  Canal  and  top  stretches 
of  the  River  Hull,  some  of  the  fish  scaling  from  |lb. 
to  over  lib.  each.  The  trout  season  opens  on  the5e 
waters  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  prospects  are  fairly 
good,  for  both  the  river,  canal,  and  most  of  the 
tributaries  are  in  very  fair  condition  for  operations 
either  with  fly  or  minnow.  The  tidal  watars  of 
the  river  are  also  getting  into  better  order,  but  the 
weather  continues  very  cold,  with  a  prevalence  of 
north  and  easterly  winds.  The  Lincolnshire  waters 
are  reported  in  fair  trim,  and  as  the  Rase,  Fresh- 
ney,  and  Waithe  Beck  are  all  in  good  order  and 
well  stocked  with  fish,  with  better  weather  sport 
should  soon  be  fairly  good  on  these  waters  for  the 
troat  season  opened  in  the  Trent  Fishery  District 
some  wesks  since.  I  hear  that  the  Yorkshiro 
Fishery  Board  have  furnished  most  of  the  fishing 
tackle  dealers  in  the  city  with  trout  licences,  so 
that  anglers  would  do  well  to  provide  themselves 
with  the  inevitable  before  venturing  up  the  rivers. 


The  Oxonian  Angling  Association  have  removed 
their  headquarters  to  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Inn, 
in  Lime-street,  where  the  weekly  weigh-in  will  as 
usual  be  held. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Since  last  notes  the  weather  has  been  very  erratic. 
On  Monday  last  I^took^seventeen  nice  trout  on  the 
Kent  in  an  hour,  and  then  had  to  desist  owing  to 
the  intense  cold,  and  others  who  were  out  were 
more  or  less  lucky.  A  few  good  fish  have  been 
taken  on  Windermere,  principally  about  the  Ferry 
Hotel,  but  warmer  and  more  'settled  weather  will 
have  to  prevail  before  fishing'.will  become  good  and 
general.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  wind  is  due 
south-west,  which  should  bring  what  is  badly 
wanted — rain. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  good  freshet  was  reported  from  the  Bollin  on 
March  15,  but  fining  down  ton  March  16.  A  few 
trout  are  noted,  but  not  so  many  as  in  the  previous 
week.  The  Duchy  Angling  Society,  Pendleton, 
next  Monday  will  decide  the  date  of  their  challenge 
cup  and  championship  match,  which  will  be  fished 
in  their  own  waters.  They  have  already  fixed  on 
Irlam  for  June  26  and  High  Lane  for  Aug,  14.  As 
most  of  the  local  waters  are  principally  coarse  fisheries, 
our  locals  have  now  to  go  further  afield  in  order  to 
gat '  a  day's  fishing.  Wales  is  still  the  popular 
resort,  but  so  far  little  sport  is  being  obtained.  It 
is  simply  astonishing  that  year  by  year  we  have  this 
inactiviry,  yet  no  one  appears  to  see  any  necessity 
to  prepare  lor  more  trout  waters.  With  Easter  so 
near  at  hand  it  is  no  wonder  that  things  are  quiet, 
but  even  for  that  popular  holiday  there  is  little 
or  no  preparation  being  made. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Complaints  are  many  and  bitter  about  the 
weather,  as  no  one  appears  to  know  how  to  dress 
or  how  to  prepare  for  a  day's  fishing  either  in  flies 
or  baits.  The  Moss  Side  Socials  are  noted  for  a  very 
interesting  and  important  meetingon  March  21.  This 
society  appears  to  have  started  on  another  period  of 
prosperity — not  that  they  were  ever  getting  stale, 
but  they  are  gluttons  for  enterprise  and  enthusiasm, 
and  never  seem  satisfied  unless  forging  ahead.  We 
look  like  having  a  repetition  of  the  run  on  the 
fishing  in  TrafCord  Park,  for  it  is  announced  that 
bottom  fishing  will  be  allowed  in  the  future.  When 
first  the  lake  was  opened  for  fishing  fair  catches  of 
trout  were  taken,  and  then  the  water  passed  into 
the  hands  of  a  fly  fishing  club.  Now  it  goes  to  the 
public  again  on  payment,  and  probably  this  is  the 
last  we  shall  hear  of  the  water  if  rumour  is  correct 
about  filling  up. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

A  terribly  i  wet  day,  or  rather  afternoon,  was 
associated  with  the  final  stage  of  the  season  on 
Monday.  Many  anglers,  however,  were  out,  and  at 
Weston  and  Ingoldby  some  handsome  roach  and 
chub  were  creeled  by  the  tail-end  of  the  lobworm. 
At  Shardlow  Mr.  E.  Birks  and  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis 
have  been  amongst  the  roach,  which  fish  have 
shown  improved  sport  to  the  worm  at  Clifton, 
Wilford,  and  Holme  Pierrepont.  Since  my  last 
report  a  considerable  number  of  matches  amongst 
the  local  clubs  have  been  decided  at  Fiskerton, 
RoUeston,  Trent  Lock,  and  Collinghara.  Few  fish, 
however,  were  caught.  On  Saturday  (March  12) 
the  Nottingham  A.  A.  held  their  final  competition  at 
Trent  Lock.  Seventy  members  took  part,  and  the 
winner,  who  bagged  a  chub,  won  last  year.  Six 
others  secured  prizes.  Two  days  previously  a 
preliminary  match  was  decided,  with  blank  results 
80  far  as  weighing  in  was  concerned.  Salmon  have 
again  been  seen  at  Beeston  W^eirs,  and  they  are 
evidently  working  upwards.  The  Trent  rose  about 
a  foot  on  Tuesday  (March  15),  and  at  the  period  of 
writing  a  good  deal  of  colour  was  in  evidence. 
Trout  anglers  intend  making  a  start  on  the  lower 
sections  of  the  Greet  on  April  1.  They  have  been 
restocked,  and  reports  speak  favourably  of  the 
bigger  fish  in  the  stream.  At  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society,  held  on  March  10, 
the  whole  of  the  officers  were  re-elected,  and  the 
financial  statement  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£11  odd.  The  closing  competition  was  won  by 
Messrs.  A.  Sewell,  J.  Holt,  and  C.  Phillips  in  the 
order  named. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Monday — the  end  of  the  coarse  fish  season — all 
the  rivers  were  visited,  but  the  state  of  the  water 
prevented  many  fish  being  caught.  The  Avon  was 
high  and  of  a  nasty  milky  colour  ;  still,  some  very 
fine  roach  were  taken.  One  man  had  seven  all  over 
Jib.,  best  fish  nearly  2Jlb.  Mr.  L.  Knight  and 
others  had  a  nice  lot  of  chub  and  some  fair  dishes 
of  roach  from  the  Severn.  Mr.  Sid  Burroughs, 
spinning  under  the  weir,  caught  two  trout — one 


41b.,  the  other  2Jlb,  The  fiver  Teme  was  not  in 
fishing  condition.  Several  tried  it  but  did  next  to 
nothing.  Two  sportsmen  had  one  trout  each,  one 
fish  12ioz. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  resolution  passed  by  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators, and  approved  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries,  to  the  effect  that  it  is  now  illegal  to 
fish  for  fresh-water  fish — exclusive  of  trout,  char, 
and  pike — in  any  part  of  the  river  Ouse  during  the 
close  season — namely,  March  15  to  June  15,  both 
dates  inclusive — is  now  in  force.  The  general  body 
of  local  anglers  have  been  anxious  to  bring  this 
result  about  and  so  remove  the  objectionable  exemp- 
tion which  has  long  applied  to  the  Ouse.  Pike  are 
not  protected  at  any  time  of  the  year.  Any  person 
found  fishing  for  fresh- water  fish  during  the  dope 
season  is  liable  to  prosecution.  The  secretary's 
report  for  the  past  year  states  that  the  receipts  of 
the  Harrogate  Conservative  Club  A.  A.  were  £35  138. 
more  than  in  1902.  This  spring,  4000  yearling  trout 
have  been  turned  into  the  club's  waters.  On  Saturday 
evening,  March  12,  Dr.  Daggett,  presided  over  a 
large  and  influential  meeting  at  the  Grantham  Arms 
Hotel,  Boroughbridge,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to 
form  a  fishing  club  for  the  district,  and  to  ask  Mr. 
A.  S.  Lawson,  of  Aldborough  Manor,  to  be  president. 
The  secretary  is  Mr.  J.  Johnson.  Very  little  fishing 
news  is  to  hand,  as  sport  has  been  practically  at  a 
standstill  on  account  of  the  state  of  the  rivers. 
Attention  turns  to  trout,  the  season  having  opened 
on  Wednesday,  March  16.  Thirsk  anglers  antici- 
pated good  spot,  as  the  waters  of  the  Cortbeck  are  in 
prime  condition.  The  supply  of  trout  is  said  to  be 
good,  and  the  quality  of  the  fish  excellent.  York 
anglers  did  not  expect  to  do  anything  with  trout  for 
some  little  time  after  the  opening  day,  the  streams 
north  and  east  of  the  city  being  more  or  less  flooded 
and  discoloured. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  Lennon  River  in  Donegal  furnished  pretty 
good  sport  at  salmon,  but  matters  were  generally 
backward  elsewhere  in  the  northern  province. 
Fair  sport  was  had  on  the  principal  Cork  rivers  at 
salmon,  which  appear  to  ba  numerous  on  those 
waters.  On  the  Kerry  lakes  sport  has  been  much 
below  the  mark,  but  the  outlook  on  all  waters  is 
much  improved.  At  the  last  Castleisland  (co. 
Kerry)  Petty  Sessions,  a  man  of  the  farming  class 
was  fined  £4  and  costs  for  being  found  having  a 
gafi  on  or  near  the  banks  of  a  salmon  river  in  the 
district.  At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  Lee 
Fishery  Conservators,  Mr.  Brennan  (secretary) 
reported  that  the  assistant-inspector  and  police 
had  taken  seventeen  drift-nets  during  the  month 
between  Blackrock  and  Rochespoint.  Extra 
bailiffs  had  been  appointed  to  cope  with  ,he  illegal 
drift-net  fishing  between  Cork  and  Dougla'  Channel. 


"^ofes  from  i^c  ^oxi^. 


The  March  Brown  was  out  on  March  12  for 
about  two  hours  on  the  Don,  and  some  good  fish 
were  got  during  the  brief  rise. 

There  is  a  big  sewage  scheme  on  the  tapis  for  the 
Don  just  now,  and  it  is  likely  to  be  carried  out  at 
no  distant  date. 


Mr.  Low,  cycle  manufacturer,  Aberdeen,  had  a 
cast  the  other  day  on  the  Drum  Dee  water,  and 
creeled  a  fine  29-pounder — the  record  fish  of  the 
season  as  yet. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Beattie,  Wallace  Tower  Hotel, 
Aberdeen,  removes  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic 
anglers  in  the  North.  Mr.  Beattie  came  to  Aber- 
deen twenty  years  ago,  and  divided  his  time 
between  business  and  angling.  Wherever  trout 
were  to  be  got  Mr.  Beattie  was  there. 

Mr.  WiUiam  Ingram,  Edinburgh,  had  some  grand 
baskets  of  finnock  on  the  Ugie  last  week,  the  best 
heard  of  this  season.  The  prospects  are  good,  and 
the  river  is  in  good  ply. 

My  Cabrach  notes  are  now  few  and  far  between, 
as  my  friend  and  correspondent,  Mr,  Harry  Duncan, 
has  moved  his  camp  to  Dufftown  in  view  of  the 
Cabrach  being  closed  down.  There  is  not  likely  to 
be  any  change  at  present,  but  it  is  coming. 

Mr.  John  Harper,  the  veteran  keeper  on  the  Dess 
Dee  water,  does  not  think  that  any  great  head  of 
fish  has  as  yet  gone  past  his  place.  John  is  waiting 
for  a  fresh  (they  had  snow  on  March  12,  when  I 
saw  him)  before  beginning  operations.  His  favourite 
fly  is  the  Gordon,  and  anything  else  that  will  take. 

Speclaj.  Scotch. 
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^offings  h^f^e  iSiag. 

"  M6n  may  boast  of  their  great  actions  ;  hut  they 
are  ofttnet  ihe  effect  of  chance  than  of  design," — 
Rochefoucauld  . 


"A  Busy  Week."  Mr.  Horace  Brown's  lecture 
on  "  British  Finches,"  before  the  members  and 
friends  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  on  Monday,  was 
really  an  intellectual  treat.  On  Tuesday  the  City 
of  London  Piscatorials  dined  at  Broad -street  Res- 
taurant, and  entertained  ladies.  Of  course  it  was 
a  delightful  evening.  On  the  same  evening,  at  the 
same  time,  but  at  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Mr.  Robert 
Stanley  (author  of  "Angling  Anecdotes")  read  a 
paper — its  quality  can  be  judged  by  the  instalment 
given  on  page  189 — but  it  is  impossible  to  reproduce 
in  cold  print  his  humour  and  charm  of  style.  On 
Wednesday  there  was  the  great  dinner  at  the  Caf6 
Monico — there  I  stop.  Although  these  festivities 
may  go  on  for  ever,  there  comes  a  time  when  the 
Fishing  Gazette  must  cry,  "  Hold,  enough  !  " 
»■**** 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  report,  on  p.  192,  of  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  it 
was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  best  during  its  eleven 
years  of  existence.  A  good  dinner,  good  company, 
and  a  large  attendance.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  was  an  eloquent  chairman  who  grace- 
fully, and  with  evident  sincerity,  uttered  an  "  appre- 
ciation "  of  the  work  at  the  B.S.A.S..and  presented 
the  prizes  in  a  manner  which  showed  he  felt  they 
had  been  well  won,  and  would  be  treasured.  Early 
in  the  evening  his  Grace  made  a  touching  allusion 
to  the  illness  of  the  Duke  of  Cambiidge,  but,  alas  ! 
the  hope  he  fervently  expressed  that  H.R.H.  would 
recover  has  not  been  realised.  Mr.  G.  H.  Doughty, 
M.P.,  gave  a  sample  of  his  sound  practical  know- 
ledge. Mr.  W.  H.  Grenfell,  M.P.,  replied  for  "  the 
visitors"  in  a  way  which  showed  that  he — and  they 
— had  enjoyed  the  evening ;  and  Dr.  G.  Steele 
Perkins  voiced  the  feelings  of  the  whole  company  in 
a  tribute  to  "  the  committee  and  officers."  In  short, 
the  whole  affair  was  up  to  the  B.S.A.S.  standard 
— and  all  know  that  the  force  of  appreciation  can 
no  further  go. 

Ice  melts  beneath  the  sun, 

So  doth  the  snow  ; 
And  stormy  blasts  that  blight 

Break  'neath  its  glow. 


Hastings  anglers,?  those  w  ho  fish  in  salt  water, 
and  others,  are  evidently  preparing  for  active, 
persistent,  and  successful  work.  At  the  recent 
general  meeting  of  the  I-  resh  and  Sea-water  Branches 
of  the  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards  Angling  Associ- 
ation, Dr.  O.  R.  Travers  was  elected  president — a 
fact  upon  which  the  society  is  to  be  heartily  con- 
gratulated. I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  borough 
member  has  become  one  of  the  vice-presidents. 
Anglers  want  representatives  in  Parliament. 
Mr.  A.  C.  Dowsett  was  elected  goneral  hon.  secre- 
tary, and  such  a  tactful,  energetic  man,  of  sound 
judgment  and  good  sense,  will  be  invaluable  to  the 
society.  Dr.  A.  R.  Ticahurst  presented  the  club 
with  a  splendid  boat,  which  was  forthwith 
christened  "A.  R.  T.,"  and  for  which  I  prophesy  a 
career  of  success  and  enjoyment. 


As  will  be  seen  elsewhere  the  competition  in  aid 
of  the  funds  of  the  A.B.S.  will  take  place  at  St. 
Margaret's  on  March  20.  There  are  close  upon  a 
hundred  prizes  to  be  fished  for,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  weather,  water — and  everything — will 
help  a  successful  gathering.  The  committee  well 
deserve  succeas  whatever  may  be  achieved. 

»  *  *  *  * 

On  Wednesday,  March  30,  a  grand  concert  will 
take  place  at  the  Central  Finsbury  Club,  Albijn 
House,  City-road.  The  c  mcert,  organised  by  the 
Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society,  will  be  in  aid  of 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  and  the  Club 
Union  Convalescent  Home.  This  ought  to  attract 
a  large  audience,  especially  as  the  programme  is 
of  a  high  order.  Mr.  E.  Garrity  will  preside, 
supT.orted  by  Messrs.  W.  H.  Barber,  A.B.S. ;  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade.  C.A. ;  R.  G.  Woodruff,  A  A.,  H.  Dilks, 
C.F.A. ;  S.  C.  King,  C.F.  A. ;  T.  Pryor,  C.F.A.  The 
hall  is  a  large  one,  but  I  hope  there  will  be  some 
"  s^rouging." 

Too  late  for  insertion  this  week  a  report  is  to 

hand  from  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Llanelly  Angling 

Association  giving  an  account  of  the  first  annual 

dinner,  which  was  a  great  success.    A  fuller  notice 

will  appear  next  week. 

^*  *  »  »  • 

The  Heme  Bay  Angling  Association  has  just 
celebrated  its  first  annual  dinner,  but,  like  the 
Llanelly,  arrived  too  late  for  notice  this  week. 


'  Japski"  wants  to  know  of  a  good  "dressing"  for 
Trout — also  one  for  Pike.  He  is  a  total  abstainer 
(hails  from  the  Land  o'  Cakes)  and  cannot  use  dear 
old  Cotton's  recipe  because  beer  and  wine  are  re- 
commended. Very  well !  Everyone  knows  that  I 
have  been  an  abstainer  for  some  time,  but  I  must 
own  up  to  a  little  brandy  sauce  on  my  plum 
pudding,  and  some  of  the  best  Scotch  f  or  the  "  snap 
dragon"  at  the  children's  parties.  I  never  worry 
about  the  sauce  on  my  trout — but  pike  I  never 
eat,  either  with  or  without  sauce.  My  advice  to 
"  Japski  "  is  to  look  in  the  cookery  books  (Beeton's 
is  a  good  one),  and  leave  the  wine  and  beer  out. 
Give  me  a  nice  fresh  trout,  fried,  a  little  salt  and 
pepper,  and — well,  no  sauce.  I  am  tempted  to 
remind  "Japski"  of  the  story  told  by  President 
Lincoln.  An  Irishman  who  had  taken  Father 
Mathew's  pledge  was  thirsty.  He  walked  up  to  a 
bar  and  in  a  loud  voice  ordered  "a  lemonade." 
Then,  leaning  over  the  bar  he  whispered,  "If  ye 
should  spill  a  dhrop  of  brandy  in  it  I  won't  make  a 
fuss." 


At  a  well-attended  meeting  of  the]  Holloway 
Angling  Society  the  special  and  general  prize  list 
was  gone  through  and  the  prizes  allocated.  Among 
the  prize  winners  were  Messrs.  W.  Rudburn,  F. 
Mansell,  A.  Gutteridge,  F.  Berry,  Sid  and  Tom 
Stone,  W.  Stokes,  etc.  The  date  of  the  annual 
dinner  and  prize  distribution  will  be  arranged  at 
the  next  meeting.  Without  a  doubt  this  young 
club  is  in  a  flourishing  condition  both  financially 
ond  numerically. 

One  of  our  subscribers  in  arid  Johannesburg  is 
evidently  suffering  badly  ;  he  sends  a  "  Lament," 
about  twenty  verses  long.  Here  is  a  specimen  or 
two  :  — 

The  Johannesburoer's  Lament. 
By  a  Dibbler. 
Here  in  Transvaal's  Golden  City, 

The  only  water  I  see 
Is  that  sent  from  our  thunderstorms. 
Generally  "  served  with  our  tea." 

No  river  for  fish  within  many  a  mile. 

Only  a  puddle  or  two  near  ; 
Steadfastly  I  gaze  in  their  depth  with  a  smile 

To  see  only  the  tadpole  here. 

So  I  sit  me  down  to  lament  of  the  days 
That  are  fled  no  more  to  return. 

And  I'll  spin  you  one  of  my  heart-wrung  lays — 
And  don't  put  it  on  the  fire  to  burn  ! 

I  want  me  grip  on  the  butt  of  me  rod. 
And  to  tread  the  banks  of  that  brook 

Where  many  a  time  and  oft  I'.ve  trod 
With  choicest  flies  in  my  book. 

I  want  to  feel  those  delicious  thrills 
That  through  all  fishermen  pass. 

As  I  insert  the  net  under  my  beauty's  gills. 
And  lift  him  up  on  the  grass. 

'   I  want  to  gaze  on  my  prize  as  he  leaps 
With  a  glee  that  cannot  be  told  ; 
Such  a  contentment  over  me  creeps 
That  is  not  to  be  bought  by  gold  ! 


In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  5  Mr.  Geo.  Colman, 
hon.  sec.  of  the  Folkestone  Sea  Angling  Association, 
announced  two  week-end  outings  as  foUows  : — 
March  25,  26,  and  27  for  boats,  and  April  2,  3,  and  4 
from  pier.  In  order  to  meet  the  convenience  of  the 
Victoria  Pier  Company,  the  society  has  been  com- 
pelled to  alter  the  dates  of  the  competition,  which 
will  now  be  as  follows  : — For  boats,  April  9,  10,  and 
11  ;  for  pier,  April  16,  17,  and  18.  The  competition 
is  open  to  members  of  any  recognised  angling 
society  ;  entrance  fee.  Is.  per  day.  The  hon.  sec. 
is  evidently  desirous  of  making  the  event  as  sutccess- 
ful  as  possible,  and  those  requiring  fvu'ther  informa- 
tion as  to  rules  and  regulations  (which  are  certainly 
very  concise)  should  apply  to  Mr.  Geo.  Colman,  5, 
Marine-terrace,  Folkestone,  as  entries  close  first 
post  April  8  and  April  15. 

"  Which  did  de  Lord  make  first,  Brudder  Jefferson, 

de  hen  or  de  egg  ?  "    "  De  hen,  ob  kose — de  e  

comes  from  de  hen."  "  Yais  ;  but  de  hen  comes 
from  de  egg,  too."  "  Now,  see  yar,  Brudder  Jeffer 
son — if  de  Lord  had  made  de  egg  fust,  He'd  had  to 
make  a  incubator  to  hatch  it,  a  saw-mill  to  get  de 
wood  fo'  de  incubator,  a  tin  mine  fo'  de  tin,  a 
winder-glass  factory  fo'  de  glass,  a  cotton  mill  fo'  de 
cotton  battin',  a  steam  heatin'  plant  fo'  de  heat,  and 
a  drug  store  fo'  a  thermometer  to  tell  de  tem- 
per'ture,  besides  gettin'  de  permission  o'  some 
walkin'  delegate  to  operate  dem  industries,  an' 
takin'  chances  on  de  egg  hatchin'  at  dat.  No,  no, 
Brudder  Jefferson,  de  Lord  dun  simply  make  de  hen 
first,  and  ah  reckon  He  didn't  make  a  coloured  man 
fo'  a  year  or  two  after." 


Every  river  in  the  less  trodden  districts  of  tha 
Transvaal  possesses  a  monster  water-snake  of  quite 
sea-serpent  dimensions,  according  to  the  wonderful 
accounts  given  by  the  Boers  of  the  Doppep  class ; 
this  mythical  thing  is  always  a  bright  green,  and  has', 
a  habit  of  "  booming  "  in  most  weird  fashion  at  ; 
night.  Every  lost  child  or  lost  sheep  or  goat  is 
credited  to  the  monster,  and  most  reliable  accounts 
can  be  obtained  of  eye-witnesses  who  have  had  mar- 
vellous escapes  from  it.  Some  will  even  tell  you 
they  have  shot  at  it. 


A  Norwegian  fable  satisfactorily  accounts  for 
the  short  tail  of  the  bear.  The  bear,  it  seems, 'was 
once  met  by  the  fox,  who  carried  a  load  of  fishes, 
and  who,  in  answer  to  the  question  how  he  had 
obtained  them,  replied  that  he  had  Caught  them  by 
angling.  The  bear  expressed  a  desire  to  know  an 
art  so  useful,  when  the  fox  informed  him  that  he 
ha4  only  to  make  a  hole  in  the  ice  and  insert  his  tail. 
"  You  must  stop  long  enough,  and  not  mind  if  it 
hurts  you  a  little,"  said  the  friendly  adviser,  "  for 
a  sensation  of  pain  is  a  sure  sign  that  you  have  a 
bite.  The  longer  the  time  the  more  the  fish.  Never- 
theless, when  you  have  a  good  strong  bite,  be  sure 
that  you  pull  out."  The  credulous  bear  followed' 
the  instructions,  and  kept  his  tail  in  the  hole  till  it 
was  frozen  fast.  AVhen  he  pulled,  the  end  of  the 
tail  came  off,  and  hence  the  shortness  of  the  appen- 
dage at  the  present  day. 


Teacher  (on  the  day  before  Washington's  birth- 
day) :  "  George  Gazzam,  do  you  know  anything 
about  Washington  ?  "  G«org6  Gazzam  :  "  Yes'm.' 
"What?"    "He's  dead." 


One  morning  when  Spring  was'  in  her  teens- 

A  morn  to  a  poet's  wishing, 
AU  tinted  in  delicate  pinks  and  greens — 

Miss  Bessie  and  I  went  fishing. 

I  in  my  rough  and  easy  clothes. 

With  my  face  at  the  sun.=ihine's  mercy. 

She  with  her  hat  tipped  down  to  her  nose, 
And  her  nose  tipped — vice-versd. 

I  with  my  rod,  my  reel,  and  my  hooks, 
And  a  hamper  for  lunching  recesses  ; 

She  with  the  bait  of  her  comely  looks 
And  the  saine  of  her  golden  tresses. 

So  we  sat  down  on  the  sunny  dike. 
Where  the  white  pond  lilies  tether. 

And  I  went  to  fishing  like  quaint  old  Ike, 
And  she  like  Simon  Peter. 

All  the  noon  I  lay  in  the  Ught  of  her  eyes, 
And  dreamily  watched  and  waited. 

But  the  fish  were  cunning  and  would  not  rise,. 
And  the  baiter  alone  was  baited. 

And  when  the  time  for  departure  came. 

The  bag  was  fiat  as  a  flounder  ; 
But  Bessie  had  neatly  hooked  her  game — 

A  hundred-and-eighty -pounder. 

—J.  B.  in  V.G. 


Mr.  Newport  :  "  Young  man,  do  you  gamble 
drink,  or  smoke  ?  "  The  Lover  :  "N-no,  sir  !  "  Mr. 
Newport :  "  Then  you  would  never  get  along  with 
my  daughter — she  is  a  thorough  society  girl." 


Once  upon  a  time  there  were  in  Paris  two  papers, 
the  Razor  and  the  Scorpion,  which  were  always  goin| 
for  each  other  with  great  ferocity.  Every  week 
people  bought  the  Razor  to  read  how  it  cut  at  tha 
Scorpion,  and  the  Scorpion  to  learn  how  it  stung  the 
Razor.  A  certain  philanthropist  felt  pained  to  se« 
such  violence,  so  he  invited  the  two  editors  to  dinOi 
in  the  hope  that  over  good  fare  he  could  make  peace 
between  them.  At  the  appointed  time  one  lean 
melancholy  man  presented  himself,  and  was  ushered 
in.  After  an  interval,  as  no  other  guest  appeared, 
the  host  demanded  :  "  Mav  I  ask,  are  you  the  editoi 
of  the  Razor  or  Scorpion  ?"  "  Both,"  said  the  sad- 
eyed  man. 

Let  amusement  fill  up  the  chinks  of  your  exist- 
ence, but  not  the  great  spaces  thereof. 


London  during  the  ea'-ly  part  of  the  week  was  it 
a  stateof  exulta'ion.  News  had  been  received  fror 
Berm-on-Sea — I  mean  Bermondsey— that  a  Thamei 
salmon  had  been  captured  n^ar  London  Bridge. 
Steps  wera  taken  to  form  a  "salmon-canning  syndi- 
cate "  on  Bankside,  and  ticket-writers  begnn  their 
labels,  "  Salmon  6d.  lb.,  as  in  days  of  yore."  Like 
Sandy,  T  "had  ma  doots,"  and  was  called  a  "carp- 
ing critic,"  and  justifiably  so,  for  the  alleged 
salmon  turns  out  to  be  a  carp  !  Well,  that  is  a 
surprise  for  me.  From  the  very  first  I  put  it  down 
as  "  cod."  DBAaNBTi 
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GOOD  NEWS  FOR  ALL  INTERESTED 
IN  PURE  RIVERS. 

THE  PURIFICATION  OF  DISTILLERY 
REFUSE. 

EXPEBOTENTS  AT  GleNKINCHIE  DiSTILLEBY. 

The  directors  of  the  Glenkinchie  Distillery,  East 
Lothian,  in  the  beginning  of  1901  laid  down  a  plant 
at  a  cost  of  over  £1000  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
with  the  "  pot  ale  "  and  other  liquid  refuse  of  dis- 
tillation before  discharging  it  into  the  Kinchie  Bum. 
The  records  of  the  Court  of  Session  prove  how  difficult 
it  has  been  for  distillers,  on  Speyside  especially, 
where  they  abound,  to  provide  a  remedy  to  render 
this  potent  liquor  harmless  to  pollute  a  stream  into 
which  it  may  be  introduced.  Manyfplans  have  been 
tried  to  render  "  pot  ale  "  innocuous — by  settling, 
filtration,  by  evaporation,  and  also  by  getting  rid  of 
the  objectionable  nitrogenous  element  in  it  by  means 
of  bacteria.  It  is  the  "microbe"  system  which 
has  hitherto  been  in  use  at  Glenkinchie,  and  as 
far  as  it  has  gone  it  has  been  very  successful. 
The  klLnker  and  sand  settling  tanks  in  which  the 
microbes  work  have  proved  wonderful  purifiers,  and 
a  radical  change  has  taken  place  in  the  condition 
of  the  Kinchie  Burn  just  below  the  distillery, 
which  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  season  used  to 
become  covered  over  with  Leptometus  lacteus — 
the  grey,  slimy  "  cat's  tail"  fungus  which  flourishes 
wherever  distillery  effluents  unpurified  are  put  into 
a  stream.  This  fungus  has  disappeared,  and  the 
stream  below  the  distillery  is  now  pure  and  capable 
of  supporting  fish  life.  The  only  place  at  which 
the  grey  fungus  may  still  be  seen  is  just  at  the 
outlet  where  the  distillery  effluent  joins  the  burn. 
In  this  connection  it  is  rather  interesting  to  note 
that  while  the  purified  effluent  of  the  microbe  beds 
is  pBrfectly  neutral,  yet  a  certain  quantity  of 
fungus  stiU  continues  to  develop  in  it  when  kept  in 
a  jar  for  a  few  days.  The  microbe  beds  have, 
however,  been  unable  to  deal  with  the  quantity  of 
refuse  they  were  expected  to  filter.  It  was,  of 
course,  at  the  time  more  or  less  of  an  experimental 
plant,  as  the  system  had  not  before  been  tried  on 
any  extensive  scale ;  and  it  has  been  found  in 
actual  use  that  the  microbes,  like  other  agencies, 
human  and  mechanical,  have  not  an  unlimited 
capacity  for  work.  There  are  at  Glenkinchie 
seven  double  tanks,  and  their  power  seems  to 
be  to  deal  with  about  3700  gallons  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours,  whereas  it  was  anticipated  when 
the  plant  wtis  laid  down  that  they  would  be 
able  to  overtake  about  56,000  gallons  a  week. 
There  has  accordingly  been  a  disinclination  to 
increase  the  purification  plant  on  this  system,  first, 
on  account  of  the  initial  cost,  and,  secondly,  because 
the  microbe  beds,  especially  when  they  are  in 
process  of  being  turned  over,  give  off  a  very  power- 
ful effluvium,  which  "scents"  the  air  for  a  con- 
siderable distance  around,  though  it  has  not  been 
shown  to  have  any  deleterious  effects  on  health. 
In  the  circumstances,  experiments  of  a  totally 
different  kind  have  been  going  on  for  some  time 
past  at  Glenkinchie  which  are  looked  upon  by 
practical  and  skilled  men  who  have  seen  them  as  of 
a  very  efficient  character.  They  have  not  only  given 
promise  of  success,  but  have,  so  far  as  they  have 
gone,  achieved  that  in  a  remarkable  manner.  They 
are  the  result  of  a  long  and  patient  series  of 
experiments  and  investigations  carried  out  in  the 
laboratory  and  at  various  distilleries  throughout  the 
country  by  Mr.  Robert  Anderson,  of  R.  Anderson 
and  Sons,  fishing  tackle  makers.  Princes-street, 
Edinburgh,  whose  interest  in  the  subject  has 
been  stimulated  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
angler,  and  from  his  desire  to  see  the  streams 
of  Scotland  on  which  distilleries  are  situated 
restored  to  their  pristine  purity.  In  this  work  he 
has  received  assistance  from  Mr.  Craig  Christie, 
Edinburgh.  Working  with  two  agents,  peat  and 
lime  in  various  states  of  preparation  and  well-con- 
sidered combination,  he  secured  in  his  experiments 
80  good  results  that  he  was  induced  to  patent  his 
process,  which  is  called  after  his  name,  and  to  pro- 
ceed to  work  it  out  on  a  large  scale,  as  is  now  bt  ing 
done  at  Glenkinchie.  The  points  claimed  for  the 
Anderson  system  for  the  treatment  of  distillery 
and  other  noxi' us  effluents  are  simplicity  and 
cheapness,  because  the  working  of  it  entails  no 
expensive  plant  or  materials,  or  elaborate  mechanical 
appliances  ;  that  at  distilleries  existing  tanks  can 
be  utilised  for  the  process,  absence  of  smell,  the 
complete  purification  of  the  effluent  from  solid 
matter  and  from  the  germs  of  fungoid  growth,  the 
prevention  of  froth  on  the  stream;  and  that  in  the 
process  of  puriQcation  valuable  by-products  are 
obtained.  The  Anderson  patent  is  a  process  of 
settling  and  filtration,  which  at  Glenkinchie  is 
accomplished  by  moans  of  a  series  of  four  tanks 
worked  on  gravitation  principles.  Particulars 
respecting  the  process  will  V)e  found  in  the  Scotsman 
of  March  10,  from  which  this  extract  id  taken. 


A  WINTER  EVENING  AT  A  BERKS 
TROUT  FARM. 

An  expert  correspondent  writes  : — "  What  ap 
peared  to  resemble  an  array  of  thirty  squat-looking 
milk-cans  might  have  been  seen  on  a  certain  after- 
noon deposited  by  the  side  of  the  road  leading  past 
the  fishery.  These  represented  the  travelling 
accommodation  for  3000  yearling  trout  destined  to 
populate  a  stream  in  the  far  North  of  England.  To 
accomplish  the  transit  of  all  these  troutlets  success- 
fully might  well  have  caused  some  anxious  moments 
for  the  pisciculturist,  as  the  operation  is  fraught  with 
much  risk,  and  requires  the  exercise  of  knowledge 
only  gained  by  experience.  Some  days  previously 
the  trout  had  been  netted  out  of  the  ponds,  counted, 
and  placed  in  floating  perforated  boxes  in  a  fast- 
running  stream,  where  they  were  prepared  for  the 
journey  by  a  simple  process  of  starvation,  which 
seems  rather  the  opposite  to  what  one  would  choose 
for  oneself — but  it  is  none  the  less  necessary  as  a 
precaution  to  keep  the  water  in  which  they  travel 
pure.  Arrangements  had  to  be  made  with  railway 
companies,  and  attendants  had  to  be  told  off  to  cross 
London  with  the  fish,  and  to  meet  them  on  their 
journey  north,  and  others  to  meet  the  train  at  its 
destination  with  vehicles  to  take  them  by  road  to 
the  water  in  which  they  had  to  be  placed  (in  this 
instance  a  matter  of  ten  miles).  The  necessity  for 
all  these  precautions  is  that  trout,  left  to  look  after 
themselves  in  the  limited  amount  of  water  that  can 
be  allowed  for  travelling,  generally  "  turn  up,"  not 
their  toes,  but  their  silvery  sides,  and  gently  expire. 
To  prevent  these  untoward  happenings,  the  water 
must  be  kept  aerated  by  movement  of  the  cans, 
which  causes  the  water  to  splash  about,  and  so  to 
absorb  the  air.  When  the  cans  are  left  at  rest  for 
long,  especially  in  a  high  temperature,  the  results 
are  usually  fatal.  When  all  these  arrangements 
have  been  made  a  flood  may  even  come  and  render 
the  water  so  thick  that  it  is  unsafe  to  start  the  fish. 
On  this  occasion,  however,  all  was  ready  at  5  p.m., 
and  it  was  getting  rapidly  dark.  Three  waggons 
were  to  be  in  readiness  at  6  p.m.  to  take  the  cans  to 
the  neighbouring  station,  and  during  the  intervening 
hour  much  had  to  be  done.  The  lantern  was 
already  alight,  and  water  being  carried  from  the 
stream  hard  by  to  half  fill  the  tanks,  the  sorting  of 
the  fish  being  left  to  the  last  moment,  so  as  to  give 
them  the  benefit  of  fresh  water  to  the  last.  In  the 
meantime,  hand-nets  and  tubs  were  prepared,  and 
about  6.30  p.m.  commenced  the  counting  out  by 
hundreds  into  the  tanks.  The  boxes  were  first  hfted 
from  the  stream  and  the  contents  carefully  poured 
into  the  tubs,  out  of  which  they  were  taken  by  the 
hand-nets  and  coimted  into  buckets.  As  each 
bucket  got  its  complement  of  fish  it  was  carried  to  a 
tank  and  emptied.  Counting  these  slippery  denizens 
of  the  river  is  not  so  easy  as  might  be  thought,  espe- 
cially by  the  light  of  a  lantern  on  a  rough  night. 
Once  filled  the  cans  were  quickly  loaded  on  the 
waggons,  and  as  the  last  one  left  the  attendant 
jumped  up,  and  the  consignment  was  on  its  way,  to 
arrive  in  the  early  morning  by  the  riverside  not  far 
from  the  sea-coast  of  Cumberland.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  when  the  fish  were  turned  out  only 
two  were  foimd  dead,  and  as  some  thirty  odd  were 
allowed  in  case  of  casualties,  the  result  was  grati- 
fying."— Reading  Mercury. 


THE  CORPORAL  AND  THE  TROUT. 

As  Walter  was  thus  meditating,  he  arrived  at  the 
banks  of  the  little  brooklet,  and  was  awakened  from 
his  reverie  by  the  sound  of  his  own  name.  He 
started,  and  saw  the  old  Corporal  seated  on  the 
stump  of  a  tree,  and  busily  employed  in  fixing  to  his 
line  the  mimic  likeness  of  what  anglers,  and,  for 
aught  we  know,  the  rest  of  the  world,  call  the 
"  violet -fly." 

"  Ha,  master,  at  "my  day's  work,  you  see — fit  for 
nothing  else  now  !  When  a  musket's  half  worn  out, 
schoolboys  buy  it — pop  it  at  sparrows.  I  be  like 
the  musket :  but  never  mind — have  not  seen  the 
world  for  nothing.  We  get  reconciled  to  all  things  ; 
that's  my  way — (laugh)  !  Now,  sir,  you  shall 
watch  me  catch  the  finest  trout  you  have  seen  this 
summer  ;  know  where  he  lies — tmder  the  bush 
yonder.    Whi — sh,  sir,  whi — sh  !  " 

The  Corporal  now  gave  his  warrior  soul  up  to  the 
due  guidance  of  the  violet-fly  ;  now  he  whipped  it 
lightly  on  the  wave  ;  now  he  slid  it  coquettishly 
along  the  surface  ;  now  it  floated,  like  an  uncon- 
scious beauty,  carelessly  with  the  tide  ;  and  now, 
like  an  artful  prude,  it  affected  to  loiter  by  the  way, 
or  to  steal  into  designing  obscurity,  under  the  shade 
of  some  overhanging  bank.  But  none  of  these 
manoeuvres  captivated  the  wary  old  trout,  on  whose 
acquisition  the  Corporal  had  set  his  heart ;  and 
what  was  especially  provoking,  the  angler  could  see 
distinctly  the  dark  outline  of  the  intended  victim 
as  it  lay  at  the  bottom. 


The  Corporal  waited  till  he  could  no  longer  blind 
himself  to  the  displeasing  fact  that  the  violet-fly  was 
wholly  inefficewjious  ;  he  then  drew  up  his  line,  and 
replaced  the  contemned  beauty  of  the  violet-fly 
with  the  novel  attractions  of  the  Yellow  Dun. 

"  Now,  sir  !  "  whispered  he,  lifting  up  his  finger, 
and  nodding  sagaciously  to  Walter.  Softly  dropped 
the  Yellow  Dun  upon  the  water,  and  swiftly  did  it 
glide  before  the  gaze  of  the  latent  trout  ;  and  now 
the  trout  seemed  aroused  from  his  apathy,  behold 
he  moved  forward,  balancing  himself  on  his  fins  ; 
now  he  slowly  ascended  towards  the  surface  ;  you 
might  see  all  the  speckles  of  his  coat  ;  the  Corporal's 
heart  stood  still,  he  is  now  at  a  convenient  distance 
from  the  Yellow  Dun  ;  lo,  he  surveys  it  steadfastly  ; 
he  ponders,  he  see-saws  himself  to  and  fro.  Th^ 
Yellow  Dun  sails  away  in  affected  indifference,  that 
indifference  whets  the  appetite  of  the  hesitating 
gazer,  he  darts  forward  ;  he  is  opposite  the  Yellow 
Dun  ;  he  pushes  his  nose  against  it  with  an  eager 
rudeness  ;  he — no,  he  does  not  bite — he  recoils  ;  he 
gazes  again  with  surprise  and  suspicion  on  the  little 
charmer  ;  he  fades  back  slowly  into  the  deeper 
water,  and  then  suddenly  turning  his  tail  towards 
the  disappointed  bait,  he  makes  off  as  fast  as  he  can 
— yonder — yonder — and  disappears  !  No,  that's  he 
leaping  yonder  from  the  wave — Jupiter,  what  a 
noble  fellow  !  What  leaps  he  at — a  real  fly  ? — 
"  Damn  his  eyes  !  "  growled  the  Corporal. 

"  You  might  have  caught  him  with  a  minnow," 
said  Walter,  speaking  for  the  first  time. 

"  Minnow  !  "  repeated  the  Corporal  gruffly,  "-ask 
your  honour's  pardon.  Minnow  !  I  have  fished 
with  the  Yellow  Dun  these  twenty  years,  and  never 
knew  it  fail  before.  Minnow — baugh  !  But  ask 
pardon  ;  your  honour  is  very  welcome  to  fish  with  a 
mirmow  if  you  please  it." 

"  Thank  you,  Bunting.  And,  pray,  what  sport 
have  you  had  to-day  ?  " 

"  Oh,  good — good,"  quoth  the  Corporal,  snatching 
up  his  basket  and  closing  the  cover,  kst  the  young 
Squire  should  pry  into  it.  No  man  is  more  tenacious 
of  his  secrets  than  your  true  angler.  "  Sent  the 
best  home  two  hours  ago  ;  one  weighed  31b.,  on  the 
faith  of  a  man  ;  indeed,  I'm  satisfied  now  ;  time  to 
give  up  "  ;  and  the  Corporal  began  to  disjoint  his 
rod.  "  Sir,"  said  he,  with  a  half  sigh,  "  a  pretty 
river  this,  don't  mean  to  say  it  is  not  ;  but  the 
River  Lea  for  my  money.  You  know  the  Lea  ? 
Not  a  morning's  walk  from  Lunnun.  Mary  Gibson, 
my  first  sweetheart,  lived  by  the  bridge.  Caught 
such  a  trout  there,  by-the-bye — had  beautiful  eyes, 
black,  round  as  a  cherry — five  feet  eight  without 
shoes — might  have  listed  in  the  forty-second." — 
Bulwer's  "  Eugene  Aram,"  1832. 


SALMON  AND  FRESHWATER 
FISHERIES  ACTS,  1861  TO  1892. 

Sale  of  Freshwater  Fish. 
The  Fishmongers'  Company  hereby  give  pubUc 
notice  that,  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts,  it 
is  illegal : — ■ 

To  buy,  sell,  or  expose  for  sale,  or  have  in  posses- 
sion for  sale,  any  freshwater  fish,  other  than  poUan, 
tront,  char,  and  eels,  between  March  15  and  June  15, 
both  inclusive,  subject  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
forty  shillings. 

(By  order)       J.  Wrench  Towse, 
Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company 
of  Fishmongers. 
Fishmongers'  Hall,  London  Bridge, 
March,  1904. 


THE  TUNNY  OR  TUNA. 


The  catching  of  turmy  forms  one  of  the  principal 
trades  in  Sicily  and  other  parts  of  the  Mediterranean, 
and  is  one  of  the  Sicilian  amusements  during  the 
summer  months  ;  the  curing  and  sending  the  fish  to 
foreign  markets  forms  also  one  of  the  greatest 
branches  of  their  commerce.  These  fish  do  not 
appear  in  the  Sicilian  seas  until  the  latter  end  of  May, 
at  which  time  the  "  tonnaros  "  (as  they  call  them) 
are  prepared  for  their  reception.  This  is  a  kind  of 
aquatic  castle,  formed  at  a  great  expense,  with  strong 
nets  fastened  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea  by  anchors 
and  heavy  leaden  weights. 

These  "  tonnaros  "  are  erected  in  the  passages  and 
islands  frequented  by  the  tunny-fish  ;  with  their 
nets  they  take  care  to"  exclude  every  entry  into  these 
passages  but  one,  which  is  called  the  outward  gate  ; 
this  leads  into  the  hall  ;  they  are  then  driven  to  the 
second  apartment,  which  they  call  the  saloon,  tlie 
dining-room,  etc.  ;  the  last  is  termed  the  chamber 
of  death.  Each  has  a  net  door  ;  the  fishermen 
attack  and  kill  them  in  their  last  chamber  with 
harpoons  and  spears,  which  renders  them  desperate, 
and  they  dash  about  with  great  force  and  agility. — 
"  Brydone'B  Tour  through  Sicily  and  Malta." 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  «&c. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


The  Fishing  began  on  March  i.    Boats  and 
Rooms  should  be  bdoked  early. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  ROUGH  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET. 

Modern  Hotel,  with  every  Convenience  and  Comfort  for  Anglers. 

EN   PENSION,  IOb.  6dl.  A  DAY. 

Station :  Llanfyllin.  Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Private  Lake,  two  miles  in  circumference, 
and  River  (also  private)  of  about  IJ  miles, 
well  stocked  with  good  fish  of  all  kinds. 


Coarse  Fishing  CLOSED  until  June  15. 
Trout  Pishing  OPENS  on  river,  April  1. 
GOOD  BOATINQ    ON  LAKE. 
Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel.   

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  Frhnsham  Pond.Churt. 
a.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Mendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Boach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  850  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  station!.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizxs  or  Fish  : 
Pike,  18  inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  Inch.  Dace,  6  Inch. 

Budd,  6  Inch.  Perch,  8  Inch. 

Tench,  8  Inch.  Gudgeon,  1  Inch. 

Coarse  Fishing  closed  until  June  15. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL 

MNGSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7«.  6d.  per 
day,  Winter ;  8i.  6d.  per  day,  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22  i  lbs. 
Good  lea  fishing. 

W.  VICKBEY,  Proprietor. 


CASTLE  HOTEL 

Hastings. 

Coffee  Room,  Smoking  Lounge, 
Billiard  Room. 

Moderate  tariff.  Special  week  or  meek-end  terms. 


Headquarters  of  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  Angling  Society ;  also  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
'Buses  meet  all  trains.  Excellent 
Stabling,  Motor  and  Cycle  Houses 
adjoining  Hotel. — Apply, 

H.  BOYCE. 


ST.  NEOTS. 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

On  the  Banks  of  the  Ouse. 


Good  Winter  Fishing :  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and 
Chub.  Every  Accommodation  for  visiting 
Anglers.  Illustrated  Booklet  and  Tariff  on 
application.— Fkbd.  Beeson,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

jtimj  WOOD. 

Old-eBtatflished  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  inile»  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishingr  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5«.  jier  day.  Billiards ; 
PosihiK  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headcjuarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address,  Pboi'IUETOr. , 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


ROCK  HOTEL, 

LIANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.  Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charging  apparatus. 

M.  WALTERS. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

On  River  Lyon, 
GLEN  LYON,  PERTHSHIRE. 

Distance :  9  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Station,  and 
2i  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay.  Under 
new  management ;  in  connection  with  Tyndrum 
and  Crianlarich  Hotels.  A  large  extension  of 
Salmon  and  excellent  Trout  Fishing  has  been 
added  to  the  Hotel  Waters  this  season,  with 
two  boats  on  river  for  Trout.  Salmon  Fishing 
opened  January  15.— Apply,  R.  Stewart. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 


THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modern  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogle.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.  Particulars  from  William 
Donaldson,  Manager. 


X.OCZX 

Kenmore,  Perthshire. 

SALMON  FISHING.  Charges  for  right  of 
Salmon  Fishing,  viz.  :  Hotel  Water,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  up  to  five,  then  free.  Jtesermd 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30s.  per  day  ;  no  charge 
for  use  of  boats.  Fishing  from  January  15  to 
end  of  May.  All  fish  retained  by  anglers.  Also 
the  right  of  six  pools  on  the  River  Lyon,  to 
visitors  staying  at  Hotel,  free. — Apply, 

W.  KNIGHT. 


Lougrh  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  In  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  In  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON.  Proprietor. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Locli, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

Kirst-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  watei'  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  pur  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 

TO  LET. 

Very  Comfortable  Apartments 

Four  or  five  bedrooms  and  two  sitting- 
rooms,  near  River  Teign ;  good  Fishing. 
— Address,  Mrs.  Leaee,  Bella  Marsh, 
Chudleigh,  Devon. 

THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Longhs  Conn,  Cullen,  Deriyhick, 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Cliirlt,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address  :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 

TO  LET. 
FULLY  FURNISHED  HOUSE, 

On  shores  of  Lough  Corrib,  from  May  1, 
for  two,  four,  or  six  months  ;  three  miles 
from  Oughterard  village  and  station. 
Use  of  pony  trap  and  three  boats. — 
Further  particulars  apply  to  "P.  W.," 
Anketell  Cones,  Oughterard,  co.  Galway. 


NEAR  DULVERTON,  SOMERSET. 

SMALL  FURNISHED  RESIDENCE 
to  be  LET  from  1st  April  to  1st  August, 
or  for  shorter  period.  One  mile  from 
East  Anstey  Station.  Pretty  situation. 
Dining  and  drawing  rooms,  hall,  four 
bedrooms,  and  usual  offices ;  five  loose 
boxes.  More  than  two  miles  of  excellent 
trout  fishing  in  private  water.  Other 
fishing  may  be  had  near. — Apply  John 
RiSDON  &  Son,  Estate  Agents,  Wivelis- 
combe,  Somerset. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Guests  can  be  accommodated  in  charm- 
ing Private  House  in  co.  Cork,  on  banks 
of  lovely  fishing  river ;  Salmon  and 
Trout.  Easily  accessible  and  beautiful 
neighbourhood. — Apply  to  "B.,"  Stam- 
ford Brook  Lodge,  Ravenscourt  Park, 
London,  W. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

B ALU N ROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midit  of  the  Best  Free  Flabing  for  Treat, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughi 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1^  mllM 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  hli  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourliti.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  beat.  Termi 
on  applioatton.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  8TANNBIW,  Proprietor. 


KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz.  :  Hotel  Water,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  up  to  five— then  free ;  Reserved 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.  No  charge  is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats.  Fishing  from 
the  15th  of  .January  till  end  of  May.— For 
further  particulars  apply  to  H.  J.  Knight. 
Note  :— All  fish  are  retained  by  anglers. 


BANFF,  N.B. 

TO  LET, 

A  First-class  Stretch  on  the  River 
Deveron. 

Spring  Trout  &  Autumn  Salmon  Fishing. 


J.  CHISHOLM,  Fife  Arms  Hotel. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fisbing  opened  on  Feb.  i. 


TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  is.  7d.  per  day. 

Propkietor,  A.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

Bright,  bracing  air;  Hotel  adjoins  sta  coast  and  lake, 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  9-hole  golf 
links.  Lake  Traffells.  160  acres,  and  Lake  iJinan,  75 
acres,  are  now  included  in  liroprictor's  fishing ;  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  KiHhing;  bouts  on  all  lakes  included  in 
moderate  tiiriff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
River  Crvgill.  best  in  the  early  season,  opens  March  1. 
A  MODERN  HOTHK.  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea,  links,  lake,  and  Camarvonsliire  Moun- 
tains, with  same  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel.  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address,  T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 

BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Afigling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
covmtry. — C.  W.  Neldee,  Proprietor. 

EASTER  HOLIDAYS  IN 
SCOTLAND. 

Anglers  should  novr  send  their  orders 
for  Scotch  Flies,  Casts,  Tackles, 
Minnows,  etc.,  for  River  and  Loch,  to 

ROBERT  TURNBULL 

ONLY  ADDRESS  

10&12,  Hanover  St.,  EDINBURGH. 


Catalogues  free  to  any  address. 
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Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspo7idents.'\ 

SALMON  FLY  AND  BAIT-CASTLNG  CONTEST 
IN  PARIS. 

Deas  Sir, — In  consequence  of  a  challenge  thrown 
out  by  some  American  gentlemen,  and  after  some 
preliminary  trials  made  to  decide  which  of  the  Eng- 
lishmen should  be  selected  to  compete,  the  above 
competitions  took  place  in  the  presence  of  a  nume- 
rous gathering  on  March  8  in  the  Bois  de  Boulogne 
The  length  of  the  salmon  rods  was  16ft.  6in.  ;  the 
bait  rods,  carrying  a  bait  of  ioz.,  6ft.  in  length  ;  and 
the  competitors  used  their  own  taclde.  The  con 
trast  bet\i-een  the  American  andEngUsh  salmon  rods, 
both  as  to  balance  and  weight,  was  especially  notice- 
able. The  American  cane  rods,  sUght  in  the  top 
joint,  were  of  the  usual  make,  whilst  the  Enghshmen 
used  the  style  known  as  Mr.  Kelson's  balance.  But 
the  contrast  between  the  bait  rods  was  still  more 
marked.  The  well-known  little  American  cane  rod 
seemed  nowhere  with  the  unbreakable  "Francia"  rod, 
which  I  beg  leave  to  say  does  all  I  expected  it  would 
do.  Briefly,  my  new  style  of  rod  for  tliis  sort  of 
casting  was  thought  out  on  a  principle  of  my  own. 
I  need  not  describe  it  here,  but  I  would  say  that  I 
have  given  the  patent  to  a  manufacturer,  and  that 
rods  made  like  it  will  soon  be  put  on  the  market. 
The  fly  contest  came  off  first.  Representing 
i  America,  Mr.  H.  H.  Armstrong  made  a  cast  of  39yds. 
;  5in.  ;  Mr.  W.  P.  Powell,  39yds.  lin.  For  England 
Mr.  Kelson,  46yds.  1ft.  3in.  ;  Colonel  Richardson 
43yds.  4in.  Vertical  casting  with  Joz.  bait :  Mr. 
Armstrong,  39yds.  2ft.  Tin.  ;  Mr.  Powell,  39vds.  1ft. 
2in.  ;  >Ir.  Oliver  Wyers,  46yds.  2ft.  ;  Colonel  Richard- 
I  son,  42yds.  4in.  Colonel  Richardson  and  Mr.  Wyers 
I  used  a  "Chavagnac"  ceistingreel  on  the  "Francia" 
I  rod,  the  others  the  American  models.  Subsequently, 
by  request,  Mr.  Armstrong  used  Mr.  Kelson's  latest 
pattern  of  salmon  rod,  and  put  his  fly  upon  the 
42yd.  mark  on  the  tape.  This  rod  is  turned  out  in 
a  new  sort  of  bamboo.  It  is  lighter  and  more 
powerful  than  the  old  sort.  The  fittings  are  im 
proved,  and  the  rod  is  distinguished  by  a  new  lock 
fast  joint. — Yours  truly,     »  J.  F.  Fbancia. 

P-S. — Further  competitions  of  a  novel  and 
attractive  character,  including  casting  with  ^oz.  to 
3bz.  baits  for  huchen  and  striped  bass,  will  take 
place  here  during  the  exhibition.  A  great  number 
of  competitors  are  getting  their  hands  in  already. 

MESSRS.  FOSTER'S  CHALLENGE. 
_  Dear  Sir, — Messrs.  Foster  seem  to  take  excep 
tion  to  my  letter  of  March  5,  and  also  very  strongly 
1  impute  motives  in  my  wishing  to  accept  their  chal- 
(  lenge  in  a  friendly  way,  and  in  my  maimer  of  doing  so, 
which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  are  not  in  accordance 
with  facts.  They  imply,  if  words  mean  anything, 
that  I  am  acting  as  a  sort  of  "  cat's-paw  "  to  some 
firm  or  other  of  no  standing,  who  would  seem  to  be 
desirous  of  robbing  them  of  their  "  hard-earned 
i  reputation."  I  beg  to  assure  Messrs.  Foster,  and 
those  of  their  clients  who  they  say  "  have  written 
u»  most  strongly  on  the  matter,"  that  no  such 
result  was  aimed  at.  Moreover,  the  firm  I  may  have 
inadvertently  alluded  to  have  no  interest  whatever 
in  my  invention  more  than  of  a  friendly  nature,  and 
as  they  are  a  firm  of  equal  merit  and  of  as  long  stand- 
ing as  Messrs.  Foster  themselves,  any  imputation  of 
such  a  nature  is  unwarranted.  If  Messrs.  Foster  are 
not  satisfied  with  this  statement,  I  have  no  doubt 
the  firm  referred  to  will  attend  to  their  own  interests. 

As  for  myself  I  must  firmly  resent  being  held  as 
desirous  of  wishing  to  act  in  any  way  unfair  in  the 
matter  in  question  ;    and  Messrs.  Foster  have,  I 
think,  failed  to  show  wherein  I  desire  to  do  so. 
In  giving  expression  to  my  idea  of  the  lines  on  which 
a  friendly  contest  might  be  held,  I  left  it  open  to 
Messrs.  Foster  to  suggest  a  fairer  way.    Will  they  do 
80  ?    Being  only  a  humble  amateur  I  did  not 
presume  to  meet  them  on  equal  terms,  my  desire 
being  to  meet  them  in  a  truly  sportsmanlike  way, 
and  I  hope  this  is  not  an  unpardonable  oflence.  What 
could  be  more  fairthanmybeingwillingtosubmitmy 
rod  to  a  company  of  gentlemen  who  are  altogether 
unknown  to  me,  and  whose  decision  I  was  agreeable 
t<J  abide  by  ?    I  think  I  showed  my  imphcit  faith  in 
all  Englishmen's  "  inborn  love  of  fair  play."  Are 
'  ■'srs.  Foster  willing  to  do  the  same  ?    I  am  cou- 
nt their  rep\itation  as  gentlemen  would  suffer  no 
thereby.     I  had  no  desire  to  delegate  to  anyone 
!i^irtif:ular  the  trr)iiblo  of  making  arrangements 
'  he  contest,  but  I  am  confident  there  are  enough 
to  spare  of  "jolly  good  anglers"  in  London 
'  would  take  it  a^  no  trouble  whatever  to  come 
'  I  ward  and  carry  out  the  test,  and  give  an  unbiased 
'•f-nsion  acceptable  to  both  parties.    I  ha  e  no 
'  lesire  to  possess  either  Messrs.  Foster's  rod  or 
■aeu  cheque,  rny  solo  desire  is  to  see  the  best  rod  win. 


Therefore,  I  do  not  think  it  in  any  way  unfair  my 
proposing  that  Messrs.  Foster  and  myself  should 
each  produce  a  rod  of  equal  dimensions  and  forward 
them  to  you,  as  I  feel  sure  that  you  and  many  others 
would  not  take  it  as  any  trouble  to  see  any  test 
which  Messrs.  Foster  might  stipulate  for  carried  out. 

As  to  Messrs.  Foster's  advice  to  me  it  is  somewhat 
premature  ;  I  prefer  to  follow  their  example  rather 
than  their  advice,  and  stand  or  fall  alone. — Yom-s 
truly,  ScoTTiE. 

[It  does  not  look  as  if  there  was  much  chance  of 
the  test  taking  place  under  conditions  satisfactory 
to  both  sides. — Ed.] 


THE  CHALLENGE  TO  MESSRS.  FOSTER. 

Dear  Sib, — Messrs.  Foster's  challenge  has  at  last 
been  accepted,  but  in  my  opinion  from  a  very  incon- 
sistent point  of  view.  Having  referred  to  one  of 
Messrs.  Foster's  latest  price  hsts,  I  see  that  their 
challenge  is  that  £100  is  to  be  paid  to  any  charitable 
institution  the  winner  desires  to  name.  Surely,  sir, 
that  is  a  bond  fide  challenge  ;  but  your  correspondent 
"  Scottie  "  wishes  to  win  all  and  lose  nothing — not 
even  a  "saxpence."  I  think  many  of  your  readers  will 
agree  with  me  that  it  would  be  very  magnanimous 
of  Messrs.  Foster  should  those  gentlemen  accept 
such  a  challenge  under  the  ridiculous  wishes  as  a 
friendly  trial.  From  an  EngUsh  sporting  point  of 
view,  there  would  be  many  besides  myself  who  would 
like  to  see  the  challenge  accepted,  but  on  Messrs. 
Foster's  stated  terms,  and  the  best  rod  to  win. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  G.  H. 

Scarborough. 


DO  SALMON  FEED  LIKE  OTHER  FISH  IN 
FRESH  WATER  ? 
Dear  Sib, — With  regard  to  your  remarks  on  the 
above  subject  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  I  trust 
you  will  allow  me  to  say  that  I  fished  the  Dovey 
for  a  great  number  of  years,  and  during  that  time 
landed  quite  a  hundred  kelts  that  had  been  feeding 
on  samlets,  for  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  when 
taking  the  hooks  out  to  find  two  or  three  fresh  and 
partly  digested  samlets  in  the  gullet,  and  on  one 
occasion  I  remember  five  being  delivered  up  ! 
Again,  I  can  call  it  to  mind  on  three  or  four 
occafions  losing  kelts.  They  saved  me  the  trouble 
of  unhooking  them  by  unhooking  themselves,  but 
the  hook  came  back  with  a  partly  digested  samlet 
on  it.  I  need  hardly  say  I  entirely  agree  with  you 
as  to  the  preservation  of  kelts.  It  is  hard  to  xmder- 
stand  how  anyone  can  advocate  their  destruction, 
even  if  they  do  feed  on  samlets. — Yours  truly, 

M. 

[Our  correspondent's  evidence  is  very  important 
and  convincing. — Ed.] 

THE  COLOUR  OF  SALMON. 
Dear  Sib, — Referring  to  the  controversy  regard- 
ing change  of  colour  in  salmon  which  has  been 
going  on  in  your  columns,  permit  me  to  state  that 
I  cannot  imagine  how  anyone  having  experience  of 
these  fish  can  attribute  the  alteration  in  colour,  or 
"autumnal  tint,"  as  it  may  well  be  called,  to  any- 
thing else  than  the  coming  round  of  the  spawning 
season,  and  its  direct  connection  with  the  physio- 
logical changes  which  take  place  in  fish  at  that 
time.  If  the  difference  in  colour  were  merely  due 
to  prolonged  residence  in  fresh  water,  as  it  has  been 
ai?serted,  I  should  like  to  know  from  the  propounders 
of  this  theory  why  it  is  that  when  the  salmon  has 
accomplished  the  process  of  spawning  (the  male 
fish  doing  his  part,  which  amounts  to  a  very  similar 
thing)  It  immediately  begins  to  brishten  and 
regain  its  ordinary  shade.  At  present  the  pools  in 
the  river,  which  runs  near  my  house,  are  teeming 
with  spent  salmon,  but  they  are  as  silvery  and 
handsome,  except  for  their- attenuated  bodies,  as 
any  fish  fresh  up  from  the  sea  could  possibly  be.  T 
may  add  that  I  have  recently  had  ample  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  a  goodly  number  of  these  fish 
on  terra  firma,  and  had  they  been  only  an  inch  or 
two  more  m  girth  measurement  I  fear  the  chances 
were  they  might  never  have  frolicked  in  their  native 
element  again. — Yours  truly, 

Enniskean.  Muebay  Mackenzie, 

REEL  FITTINGS. 
My  dear  Mb.  Mabston,— I  have  been  so  busy 
lately  as  to  be  unable  to  read  the  Fishing  Gazette 
with  the  usual  degree  of  "  thoroughness."  This  has 
'"^  having  taken  proper  note  of 
Mullet  s  interesting  letter  concerning  "  Poly- 
gon rod-rings  and  "  Various  "  which  appeared  in 
your  issue  of  Feb.  20. 

1  am  sorry  to  say  I  can  but  endorse  what  he  says 
regarding  the  misapplication  of  the  word  "  uni- 
versal "  as  applied  to  existing  reel  fittings.  None 
of  those  which  I  happen  to  be  familiar  with  can  be 
said  to  bo  universal  "  in  the  strict  acceptation  of 
the  word.    -But  what  I  should  Uke  to  point  out  is 


that  the  fault  cannot  be  said  to  lie  with  the  reql 
fittings  ;  it  lies — to  the  best  of  my  judgment — with 
the  reels,  as  made  generally  (there  may  Ije  excep- 
tions, but  they  only  prove  the  rule).  If  something 
like  "  standard  "  dimensions  were  worked  out  for 
the  reel-plates  or  "  scoops,"  so-called  "  universal  " 
reel-fittings  would  bo  much  nearer  to  what  they 
pretend  to  be.  As  things  stand  now,  however,  it 
would  be  a  source  of  astonishment  if  they  were.  The 
fact  is  that  there  exists  such  a  wonderful  disparity 
in  the  sizes  of  reel-plates  that  it  is  perfectly  puzzhng 
to  find  the  semblance  of  a  system  in  this  matter.  I 
have  many  a  time  come  across  a  3in.  reel  in  which 
the  plate  was  smaller  than  in  another  of  2in. 
diameter,  and  vice  versd.  I  do  not  see  why  such  a 
state  of  confusion  should  continue  to  exist,  and  why 
certain  minimal  and  maximal  dimensions  (length, 
width,  thickness,  pitch  of  taper  from  central  part  to 
ends,  etc.)  could  not  be  worked  out  and  fixed — at 
least  as  far  as  certain  regidar  sizes  of  reels  are  con- 
cerned. For  instance,  I  should  say  that  two  groups 
of  sizes— (1)  trout  size,  from  2{in.  to  S^in.,  and  (2) 
salmon  size,  from  3|in.  to  4fin. — could  be  fixed,  and 
that  each  of  these  two  groups  could  have  reel-plates 
of  uniform  size.  Tliis  would  simplify  matters  con- 
siderably, I  should  say,  and  ought  to  be  advanta- 
geous to  both  makers  and  users. 

As  regards  "  fall-down  "  and  fixed  rings,  I  must 
confess  a  positive  dishke  for  the  former,  which  I 
have  found  to  wear  out  the  fine  much  more  quickly 
than  the  latter  do  ;  this  I  find  is  especially  notice- 
able when  one  has  to  play  one's  fish  "  rings  up,"  as 
one  sometimes  has  to.  I  presume  this  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  they  fall  down  upon  the  line  and  act  as  an 
unexpected  and  unwelcome  brake  on  it.  What  are 
"P9lygon"  rings  like  ?  I  do  not  remember  ever 
having  come  across  them,  or  a  description  thereof. 
There  was  a  patent  granted  to  a  Mr.  C.  E. 
Routh  in  1886  (No.  5467,  April  20)  for  a  ring  of 
pecuhar  construction,  a  brief  description  of  which 
may  be  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  ''  A  part  of  the  ring  is  flattened  and 
slotted  {'  closed  horse-shoe '  shape).  The  eye 
('ring-keeper'),  fitted  on  the  rod  in  the  usual 
nianner,  is  recessed  to  receive  the  flat  part  of  the 
ring,  which  is  pressed  up  into  the  -slot  by  a  spring, 
the  ring  being  thus  held  firmly  in  perpendicular 
position.  By  slight  pressure  upon  the  ring  the  slots 
may  be  disengaged  and  the  ring  partly  revolved  and 
turned  down.  The  eye  ('ring-keeper'),  with  its 
attachment  tabs  and  spring,  may  be  made  from  one 
piece  of  hard  brass,  the  sides  being  turned  up  to 
form  the  box  for  the  spring  to  work  in."  I  may  add 
that  the  remarks  in  parentheses  are  mine. 

To  what  extent  tliis  ring  may  have  been  a  prac- 
tical one  I  do  not  know  ;  neither  am  I  aware  of  its 
having  been  mentioned  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  at  the 
time— perhaps  I  have  overlooked  it.  Anyway,  it  is 
worth  while  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  those  who 
have  not  come  across  a  description  of  it  before. — 
Yours  truly,  Paul  Tchebkassov. 

St.  Petersburg,  March  5,  1904. 

THE  BLACK  BASS. 
Dear  Mb.  Mabston, — An  American  friend  of 
mine  strongly  urged  me  to  introduce  small-mouth 
black  bass  in  a  portion  of  a  chalk  stream  which  I 
rent.  I  hesitated  about  taking  any  steps  in  the 
matter  without  knowing  something  of  their  habits, 
and  consequently  wrote  to  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries, 
Washington,  asking  for  rephes  to  specific  questions 
which  I  put.  The  enclosed  courteous  and  business- 
like letter  is  the  answer  I  have  received.  I  send  it 
to  you  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  of  interest  to 
others— Yours  truly,  William  B.  Leaf. 

Park  House,  Eynsford,  Kent. 

Here  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  Mr.  Leaf  refers  to  : — 
"  William  B.  Leaf,  Esq., 

"  Park  House,  Eynsford,  Kent,  England. 

"  Sir, — The  receipt  is  acknowledged  of  your 
letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  making  certain  inqiiiries 
regarding  the  small-mouth  black  bass  and  the  de- 
sirability of  introducing  it  into  a  certain  stream  in 
which  you  are  interested.  The  following  replies 
may  be  made  to  your  various  questions  : — (1)  The 
small-mouth  black  bass  has  no  particular  tendency 
to  drop  down  stream.  (2)  It  is  a  carnivorous  fish, 
very  predaceous,  and  would  doubtless  prey  upon 
brown  trout  or  any  other  fishes  found  in  the  same 
waters.  (3)  It  probably  would  breed  in  water  in- 
habited by  brown  trout.  (4)  In  the  latitude  of 
Washington  their  spawning  time  is  Mav  and  June. 
(5)  They  are  good  surface  feeders.  (6)  They  will 
take  ordinary  lures  and  spinners,  also  grasshoppers, 
Uve  or  artificial  minnows,  and  the  buck  tail.  They 
will  also  rise  to  the  artificial  fly.  (7)  When  hooked 
they  make  a  strong  fight.  Dr.  Henshall  has  well 
said,  '  Inch  for  inch  and  pound  for  poimd,  the 
small-mouth  black  bass  is  the  garaest  fish  that 
swims.'  They  are  apt  to  jump  out  of  the  water  fre- 
quently, and  between  jumps  are  apt  to  go  to  the 
bottom.  (8)  They  are  cannibalistic  in  their  ten- 
dencies, and  do  not  hesitate  to  eat  their  own  young. 
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(9)  By  many  they  are  regarded  as  the  best  fresh- 
water fish  for  the  table.  (10)  They  are  very  bold 
risers,  and  take  the  lure  with  a  dash  and  a  vim  that 
is  unexcelled. 

"  From  all  of  this  you  can  readily  see  it  would  be 
folly  to  introduce  the  small-mouth  black  bass  into 
a  stream  in  which  you  wish  to  keep  brown  trout  or 
any  other  species  of  salmonidsB. — Yours  respectfully, 

"H.  M.  Smith, 
Acting  Commissioner." 

[I  should  certainly  never  advise  putting  black 
bass  into  any  trout  stream,  but  I  am  sure  it  would 
be  a  grand  fish  for  many  coarse  fish  waters,  such  as 
some  of  the  Norfolk  Broads.  Much  obliged  to  Mr. 
Leaf  for  so  kindly  sending  me  the  bass's  character. 
I  have  given  much  the  same  account  of  it  from  Dr. 
Henshall's  books  on  this  fine  fish. — Ed.] 

SEA  FISHING  QUERY. 

Dear  Sib, — Referring  to  the  letter  from  your 
correspondent,  R.  Crabtree,  in  the  Fishing  Oazette 
of  March  5,  I  have  one  or  two  places  to  mention. 
Filey  affords  very  good  fly  fishing  for  cuddies  from 
the  "Brigg,"  and  bass  are  caught  off  Shorehamand 
Tenby,  but  perhaps  the  best  shore  fishing  Mr. 
Crabtree  could  get  would  be  at  Gorleston,  or 
Norfolk,  or  Deal  in  the  late  autumn.  At  all  these 
three  places  cod  and  silver  whiting  are  caught  from 
the  piers  in  October  and  November. — Yours  truly. 

Shore  Fisher. 


A  METHOD  OF  SPINNING  TO  TAKE  KINKS 
OUT  OF  LINE,  ETC. 

Dear  Sib, — In  casting  heavy  baits  for  pike  spin- 
ning I  find  after  a  time  thatj  the  rod  gets  a  woe- 
begone look,  drooping  very  much.  I  have  been 
much  interested  in  your  various  notes  where  the 
reel  has  been  placed  above  the  rod  when  casting,  but 
have  found  a  difficulty  in  casting  this  way  myself. 
Now  as  I  had  a  Coxon  "  Aerial  "  reel  with  a  damaged 
plate,  it  occurred  to  me  to  have  it  fixed  by  a  tight 
rivet,  thus  enabling  it  to  be  turned  round  as  on  a 
pivot  when  attached  to  the  rod  ;  the  advantages  of 
which  are,  first,  the  cast  is  made  in  the  usual  way, 
with  wincli  underneath  ;  at  the  end  of  the  cast  the 
rod  is  with  a  turn  of  the  left  wrist  brought  with  the 
reel  upwards,  and  the  right  hand  turns  reel  round, 
and  the  line  is  then  wound  in  in  the  ordinary  way, 
and  not  backwards.  Should  there  be  any  signs  of 
kinking,  the  reel  should  be  turned  the  reverse  way, 
which  brings  it  exactly  to  the  same  position,  but 
unwinds  the  twist.  Anyone  finding  a  difficulty  in 
casting  in  the  Nottingham  style  need  only  put  on 
the  check,  tiu-n  reel  half  round,  and  cast  as  in  Mr. 
Malloch's  method.  Thus  the  reel  handles  are  (no 
matter  what  position  the  rod)  brought  ready  for  the 
right  hand,  which  turns  always  in  the  same  direction. 
Reeling  in  Une  and  playing  the  fish  counteracts  the 
strain  caused  by  casting  the  bait.  The  line  also 
lying  along  the  rod  with  reel  up  reduces  friction  to 
almost  nil.  Owing  to  the  wretched  weather  I  have 
not  been  able  to  try  the  method  very  much,  but 
when  I  have  done  so  I  have  been  well  pleased  with 
it.  By  the  way,  the  rivet  must  be  tliick  and  tight 
fitting.  Would  any  of  your  readers  or  yourself 
criticise  it  for  me  in  theory,  and  if  as  old  as  the  hills 
let  me  know,  as  I  confidently  think  it  to  be  quite 
original. — Yoiu-s  truly,  H.  Ebuby. 

Stourbridge-street,  Kidderminster. 

[I  should  say  that  Mr.  Ebury's  plan  is  original,  but 
I  am  not  sure  that  it  will  prove  to  be  very  valuable — 
nothing  but  a  good  trial  will  settle  that.  We  are  all 
thankful  to  anglers  who  make  suggestions.  I  think 
if  Mr.  Ebury  practised  it  a  bit  he  would  find  it  per- 
fectly easy  to  cast  with  the  reel  above  the  rod,  and 
that  does  away  with  all  the  bother  of  turning  rod 
and  then  turning  reel  round — Ed.] 

FLY  MATERIALS  FOR  SALE. 
Dear  Sir, — Having  given  away  my  secret  wax, 
perhaps  in  return  you  can  manage  to  dispose  of  50 
to  100  necks  of  various  red  fowls,  from  light  reds  to 
dark  ,and  some  good  Coch-y-Bondhus.  I  will  take 
4d.  each  for  50,  and  will  send  them  to  you  for  your 
approval  if  you  can  get  a  customer.  I  am  over- 
stocked with  reds. — Yours  truly.    Rusty  Game. 

[I  will  send  on  to  "  Rusty  Game  "  any  inquiries 
sent  to  my  care  for  him. — Ed.] 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  DEVON  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — With  reference  to  the  inquiry  made 
by  Mr.  Aldridge  for  trout  fishing  in  Devon  in  your 
issue  of  Feb.  27,  he  might  do  worse  than  try 
Paignton.  It  is  a  bright,  cheerful  little  place  on  the 
sea,  and  with  trout  fishing  on  the  Dart  within  easy 
bicycling  distance.  If  ho  cares  to  communicate 
with  mo  I  should  be  pleai^ed  to  give  him  any  further 
information  he  might  want. — Yours  truly, 

St.  C'leer,  Dendy-road,  F.  O.  Gadsden. 

Paignton,  S.  Devon. 


A  FEW  QUERIES. 

Dear  Sm, — Can  you  please  oblige  by  giving  any 
explanation  of  the  following  terms  of  things  used  in 
connection  with  salmon  fishing  on  the  Shannon,  or 
can  you  say  where  representations  of  the  things 
might  be  seen  in  books  or  photos: — A  curragh  (?  a 
coracle) ;  a  drift-net  ketch  ;  a  nobbey  ;  a  hooker  ;  a 
pookawn  ;  a  surf  boat  used  by  salmon  fishers  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Shannon.  Any  help  you  can  afford 
will  be  gratefully  received. — Yours  truly, 

G.  T.  Vernon. 


SNAKE  RINGS  PROVED  TO  CAUSE  KINKING 
IN  A  WIND— PECULIARLY  COLOURED 
TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  at  last  been  able  to  test  the 
idea  I  had  formed  as  to  snake  rings  causing  kinking 
when  casting  high  into  the  teeth  of  a  high  wind. 
When  the  cast  had  to  be  commenced  with  a  high 
jerk  instead  of  a  swing,  on  account  of  unfavourable 
background,  into  the  wind,  when  using  snake  rings 
the  kinking  was  very  bad,  and,  as  I  said  before,  I 
thought  it  was  caused  by  the  fluttering  line  between 
top  ring  and  reel  taking  the  turn  of  the  rings.  Now 
I  am  quite  sure  of  it,  for  in  two  long  days'  spinning 
at  Welbeck  I  threw  into  the  wind  with  four  Dale's 
rings  on  the  same  rod,  and  the  kinking  was  practi- 
cally nil.  We  got  no  big  fish,  71b.  being  the  best, 
though  M'e  (returning  all  under  41b.  being  the 
rule)  had  a  busy  time  of  it,  twenty-three  being 
thrown  in  the  second  day,  both  of  us  losing  count 
the  first  day.  On  both  days  the  single  triangle  just 
beat  the  two-triangle  flight.  On  Friday  I  caught 
in  the  little  beck  dividing  Notts  and  Derbyshire, 
below  Pleasley,  a  trout,  one  of  seven,  about  9oz., 
that  was  vermilion  coloured,  going  to  bright  orange 
on  the  belly,  and  only  wish  I  had  kept  it  now,  but 
put  them  all  into  the  adjoining  mill-dam. — Yours 
truly,  Oliver  Procter. 

March  6,  1904. 

[Mr.  Procter's  experience  with  the  snake  rings  is 
very  interesting.  What  trout  can  those  have  been  ? 
Rainbows  of  some  new  kind  apparently  ! — Ed.] 

CURIOUS  RECAPTURE  OF  A  PIKE— OR, 
RATHER,  PIKE  TACKLE. 

D  ear  Sir, — I  am  sending  for  your  inspection  a 
pike  caught  in  the  upper  Thames  near  Radcot  under 
circumstances  which  not  only  show  the  extreme 
tenacity  of  life  of  the  fish,  but  also  form  a  curious 
coincidence.  On  March  14,  1903,  while  fishing  with 
a  friend,  Mr.  Hope,  and  Joe  Brooks,  fisherman  to 
the  Guards  Club,  Maidenhead,  I  hooked  a  fish  on  an 
Archer  Spinner,  mounted  by  Brooks,  with  his  own 
gimp  and  hooks :  the  fish  broke  away  with  the  tackle. 
On  Feb.  28, 1904  (nearly  twelve  months  after),  fishing 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  same  spot,  my  nephew, 
Mr.  Randall,  of  Maidenhead,  fishing  with  myself  and 
Brooks,  hooked  and  landed  the  fish  I  now  send  you. 
You  will  see  he  still  has  Brooks'  tackle  in  him, 
which  he  at  once  recognised  by  the  gimp  and  his 
peculiar  tying.  There  can  be  no  mistake  as  to  the 
jack.  Thinking  this  would  interest  you. — Yours 
truly,  David  Wilton. 

March  7. 

P.S. — -I  may  add  the  fish  was  kept  aUve  till  my 
return  yesterday. 

[The  extraordinary  thing  is  that  the  angler  should 
have  caught  the  same  pike  nearly  twelve  months 
after,  and  that  not  only  the  hooks  but  also  the 
Archer  Spinner  be  regained  after  nearly  passing 
through  the  fish.  No  wonder  it  was  in  poor  con- 
dition.— Ed.j 

VARIOUS  POINTS  OF  INTEREST. 
Dear  Sir, — The  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  5  has 
several  points  of  interest  to  me  on  which  I  desire  to 
comment. 

First,  the  article  by  "  G.  M.,"  entitled,  "Salmon 
Poaching  Wholesale,"  demands  earnest  attention. 
I  quite  agree  with  "  G.  M."  The  Aberdeenshire 
poachers  /  Imow  of  old  as  bold  and  unscrupulous 
rascals. 

I  now  turn  to  the  correspondence  columns  and  to 
"  Scottie's  "  letter,  entitled,  "  Messrs.  Foster's  Chal- 
lenge Accepted."  I  wish  "  Scottie "  good  luck. 
But  unless  for  a  very  rough-and-ready  style  of 
fishing — notably  sea  fishing,  tarpon  fishing,  pike 
fishing,  and  so  on — I  do  not  think  it  is  any  special 
virtue  in  a  rod  to  be  able  to  "  hang  on  "  to  a  fish.  If 
it  is,  I  should  back  a  good  clothes-pole  against  all 
comers.  For  trout  fishing  with  the  fly,  it  is  not  at 
all  desirable,  in  my  opinion. 

Next,  under  *'  Re  Bronzing  Ferrules,  etc.," 
"  Mountain  Lamb"  asks  "  E.  M.  Tod's"  opinion  of 
bait  fishing  as  practised  by  Mr.  James  Watt,  of  San 
Francisco.  I  do  not  consider  that  Mr.  Watt's 
methods  would  entitle  him  to  a  high  place  as  a 
"  clear-water  worm  "  fisherman  in  Scotland  or  else- 
where, and  when  any  angler  of  to-day  seriously 
writes  thus,  "  I  will  pass  over  the  use  of  salmon  roe 


as  a  lure,  as  it  is  strictly  a  bottom  bait,"  I  really  do 
not  know  how  to  deal  with  such  a  state  of  things  at 
all.  With  us  salmon  roe  is  an  absolutely  illegal 
and  unsportsmanlike  lure,  the  use  of  which 
would  daum  the  reputation  of  any  man  as  a  sports- 
man in  the  kingdom  nowadays.  How  then  can  I 
grasp  the  rest  of  his  article  ?  I  think  that,  skilfully 
used,  "  clear-water  worm  fishing  "  can  bo  made  «: 
most  interesting  and  sportsmanlike  art,  and  though! 
fisliing  with  the  fly  is  by  far  the  more  delightful  art 
of  the  two,  it  is  a  fact  that  men  are  to  be  found  who 
can  kill  a  fair  basket  of  trout  early  in  the  seasoa 
with  the  wet-fly  who  could  no  more  excel  as  clear-' 
water  worm  fishers  in  June  and  in  a  low  water- 
clear  as  gin — with  a  bright  sun  and  little  or  no 
breeze  to  aid  the  guile,  than  they  could  pick  off  s 
sparrow  with  a  pea  rifle  at  200yds. 

"  Bait  fishing  "  is  a  very  undesirable  and  mis- 
leading  term,  and  implies  that  kind  of  worm  fishing 
which  has  no  sort  of  kinship  with  scientific  clear- 
water  worm  fishing,  the  fishing  of  muddy  rivers  or 
deep,  still  pools  with  a  float,  or  a  ledger  tackle  and 
no  float— all  of  which  I  confess  I  do  not  pretend  to 
have  much  knowledge  of,  and  even  less  admiration. 
It  does  not  interest  me. 

I  next  note  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hutchinson,  of  Kendal, 
headed  "  Special  Patterns  of  Hooks."  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son will  permit  me  to  say  that  for  forty-five  years  I 
have  used  his  "  blind  "  hooks  for  fly  fishing — round 
bend — and  his  eyed  worm  hooks  (the  pattern  of  the 
Rev.  —  Taylor),  from  which  I  so  rapidly  make 
up  my  "  Stewart "  tackles  for  clear-water  worm 
fishing,  or  for  creeper  and  Stone  Fly  work.  In  my 
own  hands  Mr.  Hutchinson's  hooks  leave  nothing 
to  be  desired,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  to 
express  my  satisfaction  -with  the  temper  as  well 
as  the  hooking  and  holding  properties  of  Mr. 
Hutchinson's  hooks  as  supplied  by  Forrest  &  Sons 
to  me.  If  "  an  ounce  of  experience  is  worth  a 
pound  of  theory,"  surely  it  is  but  right  that  I  should 
say  as  much  for  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  of  Kendal.  I 
may  add  that  I  do  not  know  them  personally,  and 
have  none  other  than  a  single  mind  in  praising  their 
hooks  and  upholding  their  reputation  as  good  and 
reUable  manufacturers.  Very  seldom  indeed  have 
their  hooks  caused  me  to  say  a  swear,  and  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  bear  my  honest  testimony  to  this  effect.' 

— Yours  truly,    E.  M.  Tod. 

FISHING  AT  MONTREUX. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers/ 
kindly  let  me  know  what,  if  any,  trout  fishing  is  to 
be  had  at  or  near  Montreux  ;  if  private,  the  terms, 
and  what  flies  and  what  size  they  should  be  for 
April  and  May  ? — Yours  truly.  Crock. 


JAPANESE  GUT. 

Dear  Sib, — It  -is  interesting  to  leam  from  youi 
correspondent,  "  Grey  Palmer,"  that  this  gut  is  made 
not  in  Japan  but  China.  Having  long  ago  heard, 
or  read,  of  Japanese  gut,  I  took  the  opportunity  of 
my  being  in  Yokohama  a  few  years  sines  to  inquire 
for  it,  and  was  taken  to  at  least  two  small  shops 
where  angling  tackle  was  sold.  There  I  bought  a 
quantity  of  the  long  gut  "  Grey  Palmer"  describes, 
some  small  hooks,  said  to  have  been  made  in  Japan, 
and  some  very  fine  (thin)  lines,  all  of  which  were  in 
stock  for  sale  to  anglers.  The  gut  was  of  a  greenish 
colour.  On  knotting  up  some  of  it  I  found  it  un- 
reliable, and  I  do  not  think  I  ever  fished  with  it. 
The  hooks  were  rough  and  badly  tempered.  The 
lines  stood  a  good  strain  for  their  thickness,  but, 
having  no  elasticity,  snapped  in  an  unpleasant 
manner  when  they  did  break.  They  were  of  a 
brown  material,  which  might  have  been  tanned 
flax,  twisted  and  dressed  with  a  substance  that 
scaled  off  too  esisily  for  practical  purposes. 

The  Chinese  make  beautifully  twisted  silk  lines, 
which  are  very  strong,  and  are  used  for  strings  to 
musical  instruments  and  as  fishing  lines. — Yours 
truly,  James  Harper. 

PIKE  PROBLEM— CLEARING  A  POND  ' 
OF  FISH. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  like  to  say  in  reference  to 
the  letter  in  your  issue  of  March  12,  signed  by 
Oliver  Procter,  that  the  three  largest  pike  that 
have  come  under  my  notice  were  taken  on  very 
small  baits ;  the  largest  of  381b.  on  a  spoon  of  one 
inch  and  a  half,  the  next,  which  weighed  32Jlb.,  on 
a  roach  of  three  and  a  half  inches,  and  the  third,  oi 
just  over  301b.,  also  on  a  very  small  roach. 

With  regard  to  Mr.  Alfred  H.  By  water's  letter,_  ] 
would  say  that  some  years  ago  a  large  pund  iui 
Sussex  was  emptied — first  time  for  eighty  years— 
and  swarms  of  small  perch  and  roach  were  found 
but  no  pike  over  81b.  Some  very  large  carp  were 
also  found  but  no  small  ones.  Since  the  pond  was 
emptied  and  stocked  with  trout,  pike  of  111b.  have 
been  taken  and  there  are  plenty  more  there  still 
Eighty  years  produces  pike  of  81b.  maximum,  fouj 
years  pike  of  lUb. — it  really  seems  like  "pur< 
cussedneas  "  on  the  part  of  Nature  ! — Yours  truly, 

W.  F.  Booth. 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE. 
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issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by  First 
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captured  a  fine  pike  of  171b.  M.  Lacot,  fishing  in 
the  Marno  near  Chateau  Thierry,  on  Jan.  24,  had 
some  good  sport.  When  plajdng  a  pike  of  about 
Gib.,  it  was  seized  by  another  pike,  which  ran  out 
all  his  line  and  broke  his  rod.  However,  he 
managed  to  get  his  first  capture  to  bank,  when  he 
was  amazed  to  find  its  tail  was  gone,  bitten  off  by 
the  other  fish.  After  mending  his  rod,  M.  Lacot 
recommenced  fishing,  and  caught  a  pike  of  151b.  In 
January,  fishing  in  the  Marne  at  Isles-les-Meldeuses, 
M.  Bonnaire,  of  Paris,  had  the  good  fortune  to 
"  piquer  un  brochet  monstre "  weighing  181b., 
which  he  landed  after  forty  minutes'  play.  A  161b. 
pike  was  taken  in  one  of  M.  Delahage's  ponds  at 
Camon  by  M.  Forse  Marie.  At  RomiUy-sur-Seine, 
M.  EmUe  Fleury  caught  a  141b.  pike,  and  at 
Clesles,  on  the  same  river,  M.  T.  Damas  had  one  of 
121b.  and  one  of  151b.  A  Parisian  angler,  M.  Hass- 
lauer,  landed  a  pike  of  ll|lb.  from  the  Seine  at 
Athis-Mons,  after  a  fight  of  thirty  minutes.  We  do 
not  give  the  pike  so  much  law  in  this  country.  I 
see  M.  Bonnaire  took  forty  minutes  to  land  his 
18-pounder. 

BiscHOFp's  Patent  Live-Bait  Tackle. 
The  illustration  shows  a  new  German  patent  live- 
bait  tackle  invented  by  Herr  Paul  Bischoff,  of 
Breslau,  and  sold  by  Herr  Bruno  Vogt,  fishing 
tackle  and  net  maker,  of  No.  1,  Herrenstrasse, 
Breslau,  who  sells  it  at  the  cheap  rate  of  one  penny. 
In  his  advertisement  Mr.  Vogt  claims  that  the 
patent  does  away  vnth  the  disadvantages  connected 
with  ordinary  live-bait  tackle,  which  all  injure  the 
fish  more  or  less.  The  inventor  claims  to  have  kept 
a  bait  alive  for  four  weeks  attached  to  his  tackle. 


perch,  over  10  tons  being  got  by  netting  every  year 
up  and  down  the  river.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
fish  reproduces  itself  very  freely  now  in  the  Rhine, 
and  as  there  is  a  surplus  of  coarse  food  in  the  river, 
it  is  a  welcome  addition. 

"  Both  in  the  Elbe  and  the  Weser,  the  two  next 
largest  rivers  running  into  the  German  Ocean,  the 
pike -perch  has  been  stocked,  and  is  now  being 
caught,  tliough  not  to  the  same  extent  as  in  the 
Rhine  ;  still  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  has  taken  good 
root  there  too. 

"  The  pike-perch,  though  most  largely  in  rivers 
over  here,  is  pre-eminently  a  lake  fish,  and  has 
slowly  mastered  one  lake  after  the  other  over  here 
from  east  to  west.  Its  condition  of  life,  spawning, 
and  habits  are  now  quite  well  understood  over  here, 
and  so  are  its  good  points.  The  fish  is  a  predatory 
fish  of  course,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  the  pike. 
Its  mouth  is  unusually  small  even  in  full-grown  fish, 
and  I  doubt  whether  even  the  121b.  to  15lb.  fish 
which  I  have  occasionally  handled  could  swallow  a 
fish  exceeding  4in.  to  5in.  with  comfort.  The  pike- 
perch  will  not  bask  in  the  sun  like  a  pike,  but  prefers 
to  lie  in  wait  behind  water  plants  for  its  prey.  It 
much  prefers  water  which  is  slightly  discoloured 
to  clear  water,  and  I  should  be  very  chary 
in  attempting  to  stock  very  clear,  limpid  lakes 
with  pike-perch  ;  they  will  not  feed  well  in  such 
waters.  An  absence  of  perch  in  lakes  to  be  newly 
stocked  is  very  desirable,  but  the  presence  of  pike 
and  eels  is  no  objection.  Peaty  lakes  do  not  do  well, 
and  it  is  desirable  that  there  should  be  some  gravelly 
shallows  where  the  fish  could  spawn. 

"  The  pike-perch  spawns  in  April  and  May,  the 
eggs  being  very  minute,  about  the  size  of  a  large 
pinhead,  and  the  development  very  rapid.    Still  it 


OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITOR, 

The  Nose-Fish. 
Ok  the  Continent  there  is  a  fish  called  the  "nose- 
fish  "  (Chondrostoma  nasus).    Its  general  shape  is 
hke  that  of  the  dace,  but  is  at  once  to  be  distin- 
guished by  a  soft,  stumpy  projection  on  its  upper 
jaw,  from  W'hich  it  gets  its  name  of  the  nose-fish. 
Dr.  Heintz  in  his  admirable  work  "  .\nglesport  in 
Fresh  Water  "  says  it  grows  to  two  or  three  pounds 
in  weight,  IS  fished  for  with  ground  baits  as  for 
roach,  and  gives  good  sport.    As  a  table  fish  it  is 
80  tasteless  and  bony  that  it  is  only  of  any  value 
when  di-sguised  as  fish  sausage.    In  the  last  number 
of  La  Peche  Moderne  M.  Georges  Lanorville  has  an 
interesting  article  on  fishing  for  this  fish,  from  which 
It  appears  that  the  nose-fish  was  formerly  unknown 
m  France,  and  is  not  mentioned  in  the  older  French 
books  on  angling.    It  is  said  to  have  found  its  way 
the  Marne  through  the  Rhine  and  Marne  Canal, 
I  then  to  have  spread  over  the  Seine  watershed 
ag  worthless  as  food  and  a  destroyer  of  the  eggs 
1  food  of  other  fish,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
-se-fish  will  not  be  introduced  into  our  rivers  I 
have  seen  some  live  specimens  somewhere— possibly 
at  the  Pans  Exhibition  of  18C7,  where  there  were  a 
dozen  specimens  (six  males  and  six  females)  sent 
from  Germany.    One  story  of  its  introduction  into 
|ich  rivers  is  that  after  the  Exhibition  these 
Ive  fish  were  put  into  the  Seine,  where  they  in- 
ised  and  multiplied. 

Recent  Captures  of  Pike  in  France. 

ih^^T.^T  *  ^i^^  "*'<f8  «f  captures  of  French  pike 
ibrorhei)  from  La  Prkhe  Moderne.  At  Auxerre  M. 
•)"liboi8,  living  appropriately  in  the  Rue  dc  Joie, 


and  it  was  then  taken  by  a  pike.  The  tackle  is 
secuied  to  the  bait,  as  shown  in  the  illustration,  by 
slipping  the  loop  of  the  thread  over  the  head  and 
behind  the  gills,  and  then  a  couple  of  turns  taken 
round  the  fish.  Devices  of  a  somewhat  similar 
kind  have  been  tried  in  this  country,  but  have 
never  caught  on,  and  I  should  think  it  doubtful  if 
this  would  answer  where  casting  the  bait  is  necessary. 
It  might  do  where  the  bait  can  be  gently  swung  out 
and  dropped  in  the  water.  The  end  of  the  thread 
is  secured  by  a  turn  or  two  round  the  zinc  holder  on 
the  double  hook. 

Steelheads  not  Salmon— The  Pike-Perch. 

Herr  Jaffe  kindly  sends  me  the  following  note 
about  the  Paper  Mill  Creek  fish  and  the  pike-perch  :— 

"Dear  Mr.  Marston,— The  'salmon'  alluded 
to  by  your  correspondent  as  frequenting  the  Paper 
Mill  Creek  on  the  Pacific  Coast  are  steelhead,  and 
not  the  true  Salmo  solar.  The  photo  you  reproduce 
leaves  little  doubt  about  this. 

"  The  steelhead  (Salmo  gairdneri)  is  a  very  fine 
brack-water  trout,  which  takes  the  fly  well  and 
grows  to  a  very  considerable  size,  but  it  is  not  a  true 
salmon.  I  have  raised  the  fish  here  from  eggs  im- 
ported from  the  States,  and  have  grown  it  into  fish 
up  to  121b.  in  weight.  I  have  no  doubt  that  with 
ample  nourishment  it  would  attain  in  some  instances 
the  weight  of  351b.,  as  mentioned  by  your  corre- 
spondent. The  steelhead  thrives  well  in  enclosed 
inland  waters,  and  is  of  easy  reproduction,  much  like 
the  rainbow  trout,  but  a  faster  grower. 

"  You  mention  in  your  issue  of  March  12  the  pike- 
perch  as  a  fish  desirable  for  naturalisation  in  Eng- 
land. The  undertaking  would  be  fairly  easy  now- 
much  easier  than  in  Frank  Buckland's  time,  as  the 
fish  has  been  slowly  progressing  from  east  to  west 
through  artificial  planting  during  the  last  ten  years. 
The  Rhine  is  now  very  well  stocked  indeed  with  pike- 


is  quite  possible  to  forward  the  eyed  ova  for  a  dis- 
tance of  three  to  four  days,  and  if  you  will  look  out 
a  good  place  I  shall  be  glad  to  send  you,  say,  10,000 
to  20,000  free  of  cost  in  April.  The  eggs  are 
spawned  on  juniper  twigs,  and  the  juniper  twigs 
packed  in  moist  moss  and  a  vncker  basket.  All  that 
is  required  is  to  sink  the  wicker  basket  on  to  a 
gravelly  shallow,  and  weight  it  with  stones  or 
attach  it  to  a  pole  firmly  fixed  into  the  ground.  The 
basket  ought  to  be  covered  with  6in.  to  Sin.  of  water. 

"  The  fry  are  very  minute  and  transparent ;  still, 
with  some  experience,  it  is  quite  possible  to  see 
them  by  holding  a  large  white  plate  under  water 
quite  near  the  basket,  where  they  will  remain  for  a 
day  or  two  after  hatching,  hatching  generally  taking 
place  two  or  three  days  after  arrival.  Constant  cold 
weather  will  unfavourably  influence  the  hatch,  and 
feeding  the  fry  artificially  is  out  of  the  question. 
We  have,  therefore,  generally  introduced  both  eyed 
eggs  and  two  to  four-year-old  fish  into  fresh  waters. 
It  is  quite  possible  to  forward  such  adult  fish  for 
long  distances  (thirty  hours  or  more),  though  they 
are  at  least  as  touchy  as  trout,  but  the  expense  is 
very  heavy.  The  fish  will  never  pay  as  a  pisci- 
culturist's fish,  but  it  is  certainly  well  worth  an 
effort  to  introduce,  and  if  you  wiU  help  to  get  it  in, 
I  shall  ^be  glad  to  second  your  efforts.  —  Yours 
truly,  "S.  Jaffe.'I 

"  Tenchtrout." 
In  the  Allgemeine  Fischerei  Zeitung  a  corre- 
spondent says  that  when  on  a  visit  to  Berlin 
recently  he  found  that  "  schlei  forellen  " — that  is. 
tenchtrout — often  figured  on  the  bill  of  fare.  After 
telling  the  waiter  there  was  no  such  fish  as  a  tench- 
trout, he  ordered  one,  the  waiter  assuring  him  they 
were  much  in  demand.  The  fish  turned  out  to  be 
nothing  but  a  common  tench  ;  in  fact,  it  is  only  a 
schlei  dodge  to  make  people  think  they  are  eating 
some  kind  of  trout.  R.  B,  Marston, 


208 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


March  26,  1904 


FLY  FISHING  FOE  SALMON  AND 
TEOUT  IN  THE  KIVER  LYON.* 
By  Philip  Geen. 

This  paper,  or,  rather,  one  under  the  same  heading, 
Was  intended  to  give  a  little  completeness  to  a  series 
that  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  time 
since.  I  am  glad  now  that  the  original  one  got 
lost,  as  its  rewriting  at  this  time  enables  me  to 
give  information  of  further  fishings  which  should  be 
taken  careful  note  of  by  those  who  love  to  cast  the 
fly  for  trout  and  salmon  in  almost  virgin  waters — 
that  is,  in  spots  where  only  the  shooting  tenant  has 
hitherto  had  the  privilege  to  fish. 

This  altered  state  of  affairs  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  wealth  and  generosity  of  Sir  Donald 
Currie,  who  has  purchased  the  Chesthill  Estate, 
which  adjoins  his  Glenlyon  and  Garth  estates,  thus 
extending  his  fishing  rights  for  many  miles  farther 
up  the  Glen.  These  fishing  rights  he  has  given  to 
his  tenant  of  the  Fortingall  Hotel  for  the  use  of 
visitors.  Sir  Donald  has  decided  that  the  keepers 
shall  no  longer  be  allowed  to  fish,  so  those  who 
thought  they  had  reason  to  complain  of  their  doing 
so  have  had  their  objection  removed ;  and.  in 
addition,  there  are  miles^more  of  water  over  which 
they  can  roam  after  the  coveted  salmon  or  the 
weighty  trout  of  the  River  Lyon. 

The  fascinations  of  the  Glen  in  mid-winter  are 
manifold,  even  when  the  year  is  but  fifteen  days  old, 
and  the  river  with  its  quickly  varying  moods  from 
lowest  level  to  its  highest  flood  is  a  study  in 


Since  last  these  aged  youths  had  met  they  had 
travelled  far  in  search  of  sport :  A.  C.  J.  and  P.  to 
Lapland,  W.  to  Norway,  and  G.  to  Ireland.  Each 
told  his  tale,  and  I  believed  all  they  said,  and  it  was 
very  unkind  of  J.  when  I  told  of  my  Irish 
fish  to  suggest  that  I  must  have  been  baiting  my 
hook  with  whales.  I  should  not  have  minded  so 
much  had  not  his  "  whales  "  been  such  a  stale  joke. 
I  can  always  forgive  J.  most  readily.  The  more  he 
puts  me  out  the  greater  his  peace  offering.  He  must 
have  thought  me  terribly  put  out  about  those  stink- 
ing whales,  for  almost  immediately  he  was  asking 
my  opinion  of  a  rod  which  he  said  was  an  1 1ft.  Gin. 
Grant  Vibration  rod  for  spinning.  His  manner  was 
just  such  as  is  usual  when  he  is  smoothing  down  my 
ruffled  plumes  ;  but  a  Grant  Vibration  rod,  which  I 
had  heard  so  much  about,  could  not  be  coming  to 
me  in  this  manner  !  It  did,  and  often  since  then, 
when  the  bait  has  been  taking  its  flight  to  a  far  dis- 
tance sent  by  the  slightest  of  switches  from  this  toy 
of  a  rod,  or  when  it  has  been  gracefully  bending  from 
top  to  butt  with  the  rush  of  a  201b.  fish,  I  have  been 
thinking  what  I  shall  give  my  friend  in  return.  He 
said  at  the  time,  "  Your  gratified,  not  to  say  child- 
like, smile,  my  boy,  is  veiy  satisfying."  No  doubt 
I  did  look  pleased. 

The  early  fishing  was  somewhat  disappointing  as 
the  river  was  soon  too  low,  and,  after  that,  the  frost 
was  continuous.  Mr.  Johnson  soon  got  five  fish 
with  the  fellow  of  the  rod  he  had  given  me,  and  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  fishing  cleverly  with  a  Malloch  reel,  got 
four.  I  got  four  from  the  river  and  one  from  the 
loch  :  Mr.  Raiet  one  of  321b.    It  will  be  seen  from 


The  Lyon  rises  near  Ben  Cruachan,  with  Ben 
Lawers  on  the  south,  and  mighty  Schiehallion  on 
the  north.  No  one,  I  think,  but  certinly  not  poor  I, 
can  pretend  to  adequately  describe  the  grandeur 
of  the  mountainous  regions  through  which  this 
river  flows,  the  music  it  makes  or  the  feelings  which 
it  engenders. 

At  the  head  of  the  Glen  is  Loch  Lyon,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  on  the  one 
side,  and  of  the  trustees  of  the  late  Mr.  BuUough, 
of  Meggernie  Castle,  on  the  other.  Permission  to 
fish  must  first  be  obtained  from  one  or  other  of  the 
owners.  Being  so  provided  you  may  reasonably 
expect  good  sport  with  the  trout,  for  which  try  a 
red  hackle,  but  the  salmon  are  an  off-chance. 

The  river  flows  for  forty  miles  before  falling  into 
the  Tay,  about  three  miles  above  Aberfeldy.  How 
the  seasons  and  lures  vary  for  each  portion  of  it  I 
will  proceed  to  tell  you. 

From  the  opening  day  to  the  middle  of  February 
the  fish  are  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river — that  is, 
below  the  Falls  Pool  at  Fortingall  ;  after  that  date 
they  are  some  three  miles  further  up,  and  by 
April  1,  when  the  fly  should  supersede  all  other  baits, 
they  may  be  found  in  the  whole  of  the  water  (eleven 
miles)  that  can  be  fished  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel. 

By  the  end  of  July  there  is  scarcely  a  pool  that 
has  not  its  tenants,  and  during  August  and  Sep- 
tember there  are  bends  and  falls  in  the  river  at  Meg- 
gernie that  are  alive  with  salmon  and  grilse  which 
afford  wonderful  sport  to  those  lucky  enough  to  gain 
permission  of  the  owners,  the  trustees  of  the  late 
Mr.  BuUough.    The  falls  at  Meggernie  are  worth  a 


Fortingall  Hotel. 


Peter  gaffing  a  Fish  fob  Captain  Graham. 


transformation  scenes.  A  nip  of  frost  and  you  may 
see  its  fall,  while  an  hour  of  sunshine  will  bring 
water  that  will  cause  the  fish  to  move  a  pool  or  two, 
and  then  sport  should  be  yours.  Oh,  yes,  I  love  the 
Lyon  in  winter  almost  as  much  as  in  summer-time  ! 

Jan.  15  in  each  year  is  a  date  of  considerable 
moment  to  the  winter  salmon-fisher  who  begins  to 
feel  its  approach  before  Christmas.  A  spoken  word 
or  a  written  line  to  the  man  who  has  for  long  years 
suffered  from  the  insidious  malady  known  as  spring 
salmon  fever  and  the  contagion  spreads,  the  spell 
begins  to  work,  and  the  sooner  Jan.  15  comes  the 
better  for  all  concerned. 

Of  course,  it  was  my  old  companion,  "  A.  C.  J.," 
who  gave  it  to  me  this  year  ;  he  denies  it,  and 
maintains  that  it  was  "  P.,"  who  in  turn  says  it  was 
"  W."  ;  no  matter,  we  all  confessed  that  we  had  it 
badly  when  we  met  at  Euston. 

For  happy  faces,  cheery  expectations,  and  joyous 
talk  you  should  take  a  seat  in  the  smoking  saloon  of 
a  sleeping-car  of  the  8  p.m.  from  Euston  on  Jan.  14. 
Old  fogies  all — your  pardon,  sirs — but  with  a  zest 
of  life  which  is  often  erroneously  considered  as  an 
attribute  of  youth  only.  The  buoyancy  of  spirits 
in  these  old  warriors  is  no  mere  parody  of  youthful- 
ness  ;  they  actually  feel  that  life  is  still  immensely 
enjoyable,  and  they  are  travelling  North  to  wade, 
if  need  be,  knee-deep  in  snow  or  to  their  waists  in 
water  for  what  they  must  have  to  satisfy  their 
annual  craving  for  sport  with  spring  salmon. 


*  The  photos  for  this  paper  were  kindly  sent  mo 
by  James  R.  H.  Stewart,  Esq.,  Edinburgh. 


this  that  there  is  need  for  strong  tackle  in  winter. 
The  fish  average  from  181b.  to  201b..  and  you  may 
get  one  of  341b.,  as  I  did  in  the  Elm  Tree  Pool. 

Of  Mr.  Raiet's  grand  fish  I  shall  have  something 
further  to  say,  as  it  will  afford  me  an  opportunity 
to  give  point  to  a  grave  warning  which  I  can  no 
longer  refrain  from  giving. 

Fearing  the  frost  would  continue.  I  went  north  to 
Loch  Ness,  where  a  great  surprise  awaited  me. 
Instead  of  a  few  fishermen,  as  hitherto,  there  were  ■ 
quite  a  large  number,  many  of  whom  had  met  with 
remarkable  success.  Boats  were  out  from  every 
hotel,  and  unprecedentedly  large  fish  were  being  cap- 
tured. I,  as  usual,  travelled  to  Foyers,  and  on  my 
arrival  saw  several  fish  in  the  lobby  which  had  been 
caught  that  day.  The  most  successful  during  the 
first  week  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  both  in  the 
same  boat,  who  had  six  fish  averaging  231b.,  the 
largest  32^1  b.  Mr.  Annan  got  seven  large  fish.  One 
boat  got  three  on  two  successive  days,  and,  a  few 
days  after,  another  three.  My  luck  was  not  great, 
but  I  got  six  nice  ones,  and  was  quite  satisfied  as 
there  was  pleasant  company,  good  food,  and  nice 
weather. 

Donald  and  Malcolm,  Mr.  Tilston's  head  boatmen, 
told  me  that  since  their  photos  appeared  last  spring 
they  had  met  with  some  considerable  surprises. 
Amongst  others,  Baron  — ■ —  approached  Malcolm 
with  a  Fishing  Gazette  in  his  hand,  and,  having 
looked  from  the  man  to  the  paper,  said,  "  Good 
morning ;  your  name  is  Malcolm,  is  it  not  ?  " 
Malcolm  says  he  got  on  very  nicely  with  the  Baron, 
and  they  had  good  sport. 


long  day's  walk  to  see,  especially  when  they  are  in 
flood  and  the  fish  are  in  the  mood  to  surmount 
them  ;  then  to  all  beholders  they  are  truly  grand. 

I  would  advise  that  your  equipment  should 
include  both  a  salmon  and  a  grilse  rod,  for  much  of 
the  river  can  be  fished  with  the  latter  with  ease  and 
safety,  while  other  portions  need  both  a  stronger  rod 
and  the  strongest  tackle.  Have  a  Dusty  Miller, 
a  Wasp,  Blue  Doctor,  Silver  Doctor,  a  Butcher, 
and,  of  course,  a  Jock  Scott,  all  on  No.  6  hooks. 

Trout-fishers  should  have  a  happy  time  this 
season  at  Fortingall.  The  hotel  is  well-managed 
and  the  young  proprietor  a  most  obliging  man. 
Some  portions  of  the  river  broaden  out  so  con- 
siderably that  boats  are  necessary,  but  this  has  been 
provided  for  free  of  charge.  I  mention  this  because 
a  friend  of  mine  who  fishes  Loch  Leven,  and  who  is 
a  piscatorial  mathematician  of  the  first  water, 
informs  me  that  the  cost  of  boats  alone  on  that  loch 
works  out  at  four  shillings  for  every  pound  weight 
caught. 

With  a  rod  that  fits  you  and  the  following  flies — 
Hare's  Lug,  Greenwell's  Glory,  Malloch's  Favourite, 
and  Skin-the-Goat  until  June  ;  and  then  Blue  Dun, 
Butcher,  Zulu,  Partridge,  Spider,  and  Coch-y- 
Bondhu  for  the  rest  of  the  season — you  should  have 
a  rare  time  with  the  unsophisticated  trout  which 
grow  to  over  31b.  Such  are  the  trout-fishers' 
chances  over  eleven  miles  of  water,  in  the  loveliest 
glen  of  lovely  Perthshire. 

The  Salmon  Disease  on  the  Tay. 
It  is  with  some  reluctance  that  I  write  of 
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■what  I  know  about  this  subject,  but  it  is  time 
someone  did.  The  gradual  but  certain  deteriora- 
tion of  the  Tay  salmon  fishings  is  generally  believed 
to  be  the  effect,  as  on  many  rivers  it  undoubtedly  is, 
of  overnetting,  and  a  praiseworthy  effort  has  been 
made  to  lessen  this  strain  by  commencing  the 
weekly  close  time  above  Perth  on  Friday  evening, 
instead  of  Saturday.  If  this  is  intended  as  a 
panacea  it  would  have  been  a  hundredfold  better  to 
have  added  Monday  instead,  for  then  Sunday  slap 
fish  from  below  would  have  a  chance  to  pass 
onwards. 

Twenty-three  years  ago  I  was  at  Killin  at  eleven 
o'clock  on  the  morning  prior  to  the  date  for  which 
I  had  engaged  a  boat,  and  I  was  asked  if  I  would 
like  to  fish  a  certain  colonel's  boat  as  he  had  been 
detained  in  London,  and  could  not  arrive  to 
fish  that  day.  I  was  not  on  the  loch  until 
nearly  one,  and  at  four  I  had  caught  four  salmon 
averaging  211b.  Those  were  grand  days  and 
seasons  for  Loch  Taj'.  From  year  to  year  since  then 
I  have  been  a  A^-itness  of  the  growth  and  effect  of 
the  terribly  infectious  and  horribly  loathsome 
salmon  disease.  From  time  to  time  spasmodic 
efforts  have  been  made  by  nettings  and  other 
means  to  cope  with  the  evil,  but  it  still  grows  and 
grows.  Surely  the  great  seriousness  of  this  is  not 
well  understood  by  the  Fishery  Board,  or  can  it  be 
that  the  conflicting  interests  are  so  numerous  that 
the  drastic  measures  which  seem  to  me  so  abso- 
luteh'  imperative  are  impossible  of  execution  ? 

During  the  month  of  last  December  the  whole  of 


repression  of  this  evil — let  us  not  question  the 
inspiring  motive — by  the  poachers  who  stalk  the 
loch  and  riverside,  get  to  the  blinded  side  of  the  poor 
brutes,  and  gaff  them  out  from  the  shallow  shelter 
of  some  rock,  whither  their  malady  has  driven  them. 

Let  us  hope  the  Fishery  Board  will  at  last  take 
action.  I  suggest  a  wholesale  slaughter  during 
next  autumn  of  every  contaminated  fish  ;  let  every 
riparian  owner  be  called  upon  to  help  in  the  work. 
There  is  only  one  remedy,  in  my  opinion — stamp 
it  out  as  you  would  the  cattle  murrain. 


ME.  W.  EAEL  HODGSON'S  FLIES. 


The  coloured  illustrations  of  trout  flies  for  lake 
and  stream  (arranged  in  months  as  in  the  parch- 
ment pockets  of  a  fly-book)  which  preface  the 
reading  matter  in  Mr.  W.  Earl  Hodgson's  interest- 
ing book  on  "  Trout  Fishing  "  are  beyond  comparison 
the  most  artistic  and  lifehke  reproductions  of 
artificials  which  have  ever  appeared  in  print.  As 
one  looks  at  them  by  artificial  light  the  realism  is 
so  remarkable  that  one  is  almost  tempted  to  forget 
that  it  is  not  the  real  thing  one  sees  before  one. 
By  daylight,  curiously  enough,  the  colours  are  less 
accurate — the  gingers,  for  instance,  being  olive  and 
the  duns  pinky  of  hue;  One  is  led  to  hope  that 
this  is  but  the  precursor  of  an  artistic  revival  in 
this  class  of  illustration  which  is  much  to  be 
desired.  But  while  according  this  praise  to  the 
illustrator,  one  may,  if  it  be  not  deemed  hyper- 


and  the  overdressing  is  less  frequent,  though  there 
are  still  examples.  The  Blue  Dun  is  an  offender 
again  in  April,  and  the  Light  Partridge  and  Yellow 
and  the  Woodcock  and  Orange  have  twice  as  much 
hackle  as  is  adequate.  In  the  April  rendering  of 
the  Cowdung  the  wing  is  no  longer  starUng  but 
landrail — as  it  should  be — and  the  colour  of  the 
body  differs  in  Mo  from  the  March  pattern,  being 
a  pale  primrose  in  place  of  a  buttercup  yellow; 
The  brown  partridge  hackle  is.  however,  retained 
in  place  of  the  usual  ginger  hackle.  The  Governor 
has  no  yellow  tag,  and  why  is  it  dressed  with 
whisks  ? 

Among  the  patterns  of  May  there  is  a  distinct 
March  Brown,  which  is  called  "  Stone  Fly."  Why  ? 
On  the  same  page  the  Willow  Fly  (which  might 
well  have  appeared  on  an  earlier  page)  is  not 
recognisable  from  the  pattern  by  that  name.  On 
the  June  page  the  body  of  Hofland's  Fancy  is  not 
ruddy  enough^  There  is  another  Willow  Fly  which 
appears  to  be  a  gold-ribbed  Hare's  Ear  hackled 
with  a  light  blue  dun  cock's  hackle.  On  the  same 
page  appears  the  Water  Cricket,  a  fly  usually 
allotted  to  March  or  April.  Several  of  the  July 
stream  flies  appear  to  suffer  from  overdressing^ 
Again  we  have  the  Willow  Fly,  by  which  the  author 
can  hardly  mean  the  four-winged  Needle  Fly  of 
September  and  the  early  spring.  On  the  August 
page  the  August  Dun  given  is  really  the  Red 
Spinner  of  that  insect.  The  August  Dun  itself  is 
much  more  modest  in  its  hues.  Once  more  we 
have  the  Willow  Fly,  much  darker  in  hackle  how- 


Peteb  retuening  Loaded. 


'A  Peep  at  some  of  the  New  Wat  sr." 


the  spawning  fish  in  the  Lyon  were  absolutely  white. 
They  were  white  with  disease  from  snout  to  tail, 
and  it  was  through  this  mass  of  corruption  that  the 
early  spring  fish  had  to  travel,  with  the  result  that 
many  of  them  had  acquired  sixpences  upon  their 
noses  by  the  opening  day,  which  grew  to  shillings, 
half-crowns,  and  soon  to  five-shilling  size. 

In  proof  of  its  being  contagious  I  can  say  that 
during  my  stay  at  Fortingall  this  year  I  saw  a  quite 
clean  fish  which  weighed  321b.  take  up  his  quarters 
in  the  tail  of  the  Falls  by  the  side  of  a  slightly- 
diseased  one  of  about  221b.  A  week  later  the  new- 
comer had  a  spot  on  the  side  of  his  head  nearest  his 
unsound  neighbour.  Mr.  Raiet,  of  Glasgow, 
brought  to  us  there,  at  Fortingall,  a  little  sunshine 
that  melted  the  snow  sufficiently  to  raise  the  river 
slightly,  and  for  reward  caught  the  big  fish  above 
referred  to — his  first  spinning  success.  That  is 
how  I  was  able  to  speak  so  certainly  of  its  weight. 
A  far  better  fate  for  it  than  rotting  and  spreading 
the  contagion. 

For  over  twenty  years  this  terrible  disease, 
repulsively  visible,  has  been  allowed  to  take  its 
course  practically  unchecked  until  the  present 
unbearable  state  of  affairs  has  been  brought  about. 
It  is  not  the  netting  that  is  ruining  the  Tay,  but 
disease.  If  the  fishery  authorities  cannot  sur- 
mount the  difficulty  of  the  rival  jealousies  of  the 
riparian  owners  so  as  to  take  the  drastic  measures 
that  are  necessary,  they  should  justify  their  position 
by  applying  to  Parliament  for  the  requisite  powers. 

Some  good  work  is  being  done  in  the  matter  of 


critical,  have  some  reservations  as  to  the  selection 
and  naming  of  the  patterns  which  are  illustrated. 
They  are,  without  exception,  wet-fly  patterns,  and 
the  two  notable  points  one  takes  with  regard  to 
them  is  that  in  many  instances  they  are  over- 
dressed, and  in  some  the  hackle  is  trimmed.  A 
conspicuous  instance  of  overdressing  is  No.  2  in 
the  March  page,  the  Blue  Dun,  which  has  as  much 
body  material  as  a  fat  South  Country  Alder,  and 
could  dub  half-a-dozen  of  a  sparsely-dressed 
pattern.'  ^  No.  14,  on  the  same  page.  Woodcock 
and  Hare's  Ear.  is  another  example  of  the  same 
excess.  Both  these  patterns  are  repeated  with 
similar  faults  in  later  months:  Possibly  the  fault 
lies  with  the  draughtsman,  as  Messrs.  Hardy,  of 
Ahiwick,  do  not  habitually  err  in  the  direction  of 
overdressing  their  wet-flies.  On  the  contrary,  they 
can  dress  their  flies  with  a  cunning  spareness; 
Examples  of  hackle  trimming  on  the  same  page 
are  the  February  Red  and  the  Cowdung,  the 
former  being  a  somewhat  glaring  example.  The 
Cowdung  in  question  is  dressed  with  starling  wings 
and  a  partridge  hackle— not  to  my  mind  the  best 
dressing.  Perfect  reproductions  on  that  page  are 
the  so-called  Needle  Brown  (which  here  is  really  a 
Ginger  Quill),  the  Marlow  Buzz  (or  Coch-y-Bondhu). 
the  female  March  Brown,  and  all  the  lake  flies. 
Indeed,  the  lake  flies  are  on  any  page  the  more 
perfectly  rendered,  perhaps  because  of  their  larger 
size,  enabling  the  colours  to  be  so  superimposed 
one  on  the  other  as  to  register  correctly; 

As  the  seaBon  advances  the  flies  become  smaller 


ever,  and  too  tubby  in  body  for  the  slim  natural 
insect.  Curiously  enough  the  pattern  does  not 
appear  in  the  page  for  September,  which  ia  pecu- 
liarly the  month  of  the  Willow  Fly. 

It  is  singular  to  note  in  the  text  a  writer  so 
acute  and  so  thoughtful,  and  in  some  respects 
so  observant,  showing  that  he  believes  that  natural 
flies  become  drenched  and  sink  (p.  31).  and  that 
most  of  them  (p.  33)  are  born  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  lake  or  stream,  some  among  the  reeds,  others  in 
the  bushes  or  the  overhanging  trees,  a  few  on  the 
bed  of  the  water  !  I  should  like  to  return  later  to  a 
discussion  of  the  theories  of  this  interesting  and 
stimulating  book;  Val  Conson,- 


"Great  Masters,"  part  XT.  (Wra.  Heinemann). 
will  delight  every  lover  of  the  old  masters — it  is  a 
rich  number  indeed.  The  plates  are  "  The  Syndics  " 
(Rembrandt),  "The  Sisters"  (Hoppner),  "Lord 
Wharton"  (Van  Dyck),  and  "Virgin  and  Child," 
after  Botticelli.  Every  plate'.is  a  masterpiece,  the 
originals  being  so  well  known  that  no  description  is 
necessary.  Each  plate  is,  howev^er,  accompanied 
by  an  exquisitely-printed  monograph  by  Sir  Martin 
Conway,  an  art  writer  who  has  knowledge  and  a 
distinguished  style — no  one  can  peruse  his  eloquent 
"  appreciation "  without  desiring  to  know  all  that 
can  be  known  about  the  artist  dealt  with.  Sir 
Martin  Cnnway,  by-the-bye,  is  about  to  produce  anew 
volume  on  the  Alps  ;  he  is  an  ardent  mountaineer. 
The  subscriber  to  " Old  Masters"  should  certainly 
send  to  Mr.  Heinemann  for  a  specimen  frame. 
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The  twenty-second  annual  dinner  of  this 
flourishing  society  was  held  on  March  22  at  the 
headquarters,  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate- 
street.'  Although  several  prominent  members  were 
unable  to  attend  on  account  of  indisposition,  there 
was  a  goodly  company  ;  ladies  cheerfully  accepted 
invitations  to  be  present,  for  the  Gresham  functions 
are  always  most  enjoyable. 

Mb.  C.  H.  Gook  ("John  Bickerdyke  ")  presided ; 
the  vice-chairman  was  Mr.  A.  J.  Saunders.  Among 
those  present  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buckingham,  Mr. 
P.  Ghaplin,  Mr.  and  Mrs  F.  A.  Gray.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
F.  L.  Gray,  Miss  G.  Gray,  Mv.  F.  J.  Gray,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Barber,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  G.  Woodruff.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Bowman,  Mr.  G.  Symens,  Mr.  J.  B.  Close, 
Mr.  Salmond,  Mr.  T.  Jackson.  Mr.  H.  J.  French, 
Dr,  Spencer,  Miss  Spencer,  Mr.  H.  M.  Baker,  Mr. 
M.  N.  Castello,  Mr.  Davies,  Mr.  Thos.  Crumplea 
("Old  Izaak"),  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard  ("Dragnet"), 
Mr.  J.  Francis  Bursill,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin,  Mr. 
Hayward,  Miss  F.  Hayward,  Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan,  Mr. 
J.  T.  Church,  Mr.  F.  Church,  Mr.  J.  Wiltshire,  Mr. 
C.  A.  Hayward,  Mr.  Gill,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edwards, 
and  others.  Mr.  F.  E.  Eidred  (hon.  sec),  the 
dinner  committee,  and  Mr.  Hanscomb  (manager  of 
the  Manchester  Hotel)  are  to  be  congratulated  on 
the  excellent  arrangements  and  choice  repast.  The 
menu  was  a  beautiful  work  of  art,  decorated  with 
various  fish,  in  natural  colours,  printed  by  the  art 
publisher.  Raphael  Tuck. 

The  Chairman,  in  proposing  the  loyal  toasts, 
said  His  Majesty  the  King  had  done  much  to 
preserve  peace  between  the  British  Empire  and 
foreign  nations  by  his  good  sense  and  tact.  Anglers, 
eminently  peaceable  men,  admired  him  for  that, 
and  all  loved  the  Queen  for  her  sweetness  and 
womanly  sympathy.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  a  good 
salmon  fisherman,  was  a  thorough  sportsman,  and 
the  love  of  healthy  sport  which  distinguished  the 
Royal  Family  endeared  them  to  the  nation. 
The  loyal  toasts  were  enthusiastically  honoured. 
The  hon.  sec.  read  letters  of  regret  from  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston.  Mr.  W.  Senior,  Messrs.  Emery, 
Maull,  Matthews,  and  several  other  gentlemen 
unable  to  be  present. 

In  proposing  "  The  Gresham  Angling  Society," 
the  Chaieman  said  he  was  not  going  to  "butter" 
the  club  with  a  lot  of  flattery ;  he  was  going  t~> 
simply  speak  the  truth,  not  the  kind  of  truth  which 
an  irreverent  public  generally  associated  with  an 
angler's  story,  but  "  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth  " — such  as  they  read  in 
the  halfpenny  evening  papers.  ( Laughter. )  With 
simple  undiluted  veracity,  erring  on  the  side  of 
understating  the  fact,  he  would  say  that  the 
"  Greshamites "-  were  the  joUiest,  most  skilful 
anglers  to  be  found,  and  that  the  Gresham — 
financially  and  numerically  strong — was  perhaps 
the  best  angling  club  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
(Laughter  and  cheers.)  He  was  told  that  owing  to 
a  wet  season  members  had  not  done  much.  Empty 
creels  had  not  resulted  from  a  wet  season — certainly 
not  from  want  of  skill.  The  fact  was  that  the 
ladies — bless  them  ! — careful  of  such  good  husbands 
and  brothers,  had  said.  "  It's  raining;  don't  go  out 
or  you'll  catch  cold,"  and  what  could  they  do  but 
obey  ?  It  was  true  that  there  had  been  rain — the 
papers  said  so — and  he  had  observed  the  fact  for 
ihimself.  A  curious  characteristic  of  this  wet  season 
had  been  the  capture  of  a  number  of  large  roach 
Many  had  been  taken  at  Kelvedon.  A  roach  of 
lib.  ll^oz.  had  been  captured  by  Mr.  Zerfass,  and 
Dr.  Spencer  had  taken  a  perch  of  2lb.  lOoz.  But 
for  the  fact  that  these  fish  were  entered  for  com- 
petition, they  would  naturally  have  weighed  a 
pound  or  two  more.  (Laughter.)  In  speaking  of 
competitions  he  was  sure  he  expressed  all  their 
sentiments  in  saying  how  pleased  he  was  that  the 
"Franklin"  Cup  had  gone  to  their  zealous  and 
courteous  hon.  secretary.  Mr.  Eidred.  (Cheers 
Members  had  had  success  on  the  wonderful  little 
Chess.  Mr.  Eldred's  capture  of  a  leash  and  a  half 
of  trout,  weighing  61b.  3oz.,  showed  what  could  be 
done  on  a  bit  of  water  only  a  fourpenny  fare  from 
London.  The  new  members  had  had  the  best  luck 
It  was  a  natural  law  that  the  novice  should  capture 
the  big  fish.  He  had  heard  that  everything  could 
be  bought  for  money.  His  love  of  veracity  com 
pelled  him  to  say  that  was  not  true.  You  cannot 
buy  youth  and  beauty  for  money — only  the 
appearance  of  those  endowments — and  they  could 
not   for   love   or   money  get   the   right  soKt 


of  fish  to  restock  Kelvedon.  They  had  been 
more  successful  with  the  Chess,  into  which  had 
been  turned  three  hundred  trout,  most  of  21b.  and 
none  under  Sin.  long.  (Cheers.)  One  member 
hid  during  last  season  taken  one  hundred  trout 
there ;  and  another,  comparatively  new  to  the 
sport,  had  taken  seventy-live.  All  this  was  good 
and  pleasant.  And  now  came  a  note  of  sadness. 
They  had  to  regret  the  death  of  their  late  hon. 
sec,  Mr.  Jas.  H.  Walker,  who  died  young  and 
regretted  by  all.  Mr.  Jas  Tayler,  *•  Red  Palmer," 
had  also  gone  one  of  the  good  old  school  of 
London  anglers,  growing,  alas  !  fewer  year  by  year. 
Those  they  deeply  regretted.  The  club  had  still 
many  notable  fishermen  who  could  enjoy  wet  or 
dry-fly  fishing  on  the  wonderful  little  Chess,  could 
fish  at  Kelvedon,  or.  thanks  to  Mr.  Gairdner,  on 
the  Suffolk  Stour.  He  had  said  enough  to  com- 
mend the  toast  of  "  The  Gresham "  to  such  a 
company,  but  not  enough  to  do  justice  to  a  society 
of  which  they  were  all  proud.  (Loud  cheers.) 
The  toast  was  enthusiastically  drunk. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Connellan,  in  reply,  referred  to  the 
annual  reports  for  details  as  to  the  position  and 
prospects  of  the  society.  The  committee  all  did 
their  best  for  the  society  as  a  whole.  They  had 
no  cliques,  no  jealousies,  but  all  worked  together 
as  a  band  of  brothers.    (Hear,  hear.) 

The  chairman  then  presented  the  prizes  as 
follows :  — 

The  "Franklin"  Challenge  Cup  to  Mr.  F.  E. 
Eidred.  for  trout  of  2lb.  3oz.,  2lb.,  21b.,  lib.  8oz. ; 
the  "Deal"  Challenge  Cup  to  Mr.  T.  J.  Church 
(present  holder),  for  a  take  of  forty-eight  whiting 
weighing  29lb.  13oz. ;  the  "Marshall"  Cross  to  Dr. 
Spencer,  for  a  perch  of  21b.  lOoz  ;  silver  medals  to 
Dr.  Spencer,  for  a  perch  of  21b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  S.  Meyers, 
for  a  pike  of  12lb.  8oz. ;  Mr.  F.  E.  Eidred.  for  a 
trout  of  21b.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  E.  Martin,  for  a  tench  of 
31b.  loz. ;  Mr.  A.  Zerfass,  for  a  roach  of  lib.  Iljoz. ; 
Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  for  a  flounder  of  21b.  5joz. 

Dr.  Spencer  proposed  "  The  Ladies.".  He  said 
he  felt  highly  honoured,  as  a  new  member,  to  have 
the  opportunity  of  thanking  so  many  charming 
ladies  for  their  company.  The  Greshamites  had 
been  sunned  under  the  beams  of  smiles,  whibh  they 
would  try  and  deserve. 

The  Chairman,  in  reply,  assumed  with  much 
graceful  humour  the  rule  of  a  lady.  He  remembered 
that  Walton  had,  like  a  true  angler,  love  for  a  bright 
eye  and  a  pretty  face,  but  why.  oh  why !  did  he, 
before  he  went  into  that  rural  ale-house,  with  ballads 
on  the  walls,  give  a  woman  a  chub  ?  That  chub 
had  rankled.  A  Gresham  angler  would  delight  to 
present  to  a  lady  a  brace  of  fine  trout,  but  the  chub 
would  be  given  to  the  cat.  Ladies  wanted  to  be 
taken  fishing  more  often,  not  .only  to  learn  how  to 
use  the  fly,  but  to  have  an  opportunity  of  display 
ing  skill  in  angling  with  such  bait  as  bright  eyes, 
tip-tilted  noses,  and  wreathed  smiles — deadly  lures 
for  big  fish,  be  they  ever  so  wary.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Gill  proposed  "Our  Guests,''  Mr.  Gray 
replying  for  the  visitors  in  an  appreciative  speech. 

Mr.  Bowman  gave  "The  Press,"  coupled  with 
the  names  of  Mr.  Crumplen  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard 
He  said  he  considered  the  pen  mightier  than  the 
salmon  rod.  as  by  its  aid  he  enjoyed  sport  at  home, 
when  it  could  only  be  had  in  the  pages  of  excellent 
papers.  Good  anglers  and  good  journalists  com 
bined,  as  in  the  gentlemen  named,  had  done  much 
to  deserve  the  gratitude  of  all  true  sportsmen. 

The  toast  was  duly  acknowledged. 

Me.  J.  B.  Close,  in  proposing  "  The  Chairman,' 
said  anglers  the  world  over  could  never  properly 
estimate  the  splendid  work  of  "  John  Bickerdyke,'" 
who  had,  with  Wilcocks  and  others,  pioneered  sea 
fishing,  and  those  who  in  recent  years  had  made 
that  sport  popular  had  only  followed,  at  a  dis- 
tance, the  lead  of  the  chairman.  From  a  letter  of 
regret  sent  by  Mr.  Wm.  Senior  ("Red  Spinner" 
Mr.  Close  quoted  a  warm  eulogium  of  Mr.  Cook's 
services  to  the  angling  world.  "  I  only  wish,'" 
wrote  Mr.  Senior.  "  I  could  join  you  in  a  bumper 
when  you  sing  with  all  heartiness  'He's  a  jolly 
good  fellow.'  "• 

The  toast  was  given  with  these  musical  honours. 

The  Chairman,  in  reply,  said  he  had  done  what 
he  could  to  encourage  sea  fishing,  and  the  growing 
popularity  of  that  sport  filled  him  with  joy.  He 
saw  with  that  regret  all  anglers  shared  that  one 
by  one  the  rivers  and  streams  were  being  closed  to 
the  average  angler,  but  the  sea  was  open  to  every 
one.  All  the  year  round  sea  fishing  could  be  had 
and  much  as  he  loved  salmon  and  trout  he  had  a 
great  affection  for  cpd  and  pollack,    A|iy  fish  iq 


British  waters  could  be  caught  with  rod  and  line. 
Of  course,  in  America — where  tons  took  the  place 
of  our  ounces — -they  caught  tunnies  up  to  1.501b. 
with  rod  and  line,  and  even  jewfish  in  that 
way  since  a  Napoleon  of  an  angler  had 
said:  "If  you  can't  get  a  line  strong  enough 
to  tow  the  fish,  let  the  fish  tow  the  boat."  That 
was  done.  The  larger  the  fish  the  smaller  the 
boat,  and  now  an  angler  was  sometimes  towed 
twenty  miles  out  to  sea,  enjoying  some  of  the 
perilous  charm  which  was  enjoyed  by  the  old-timo 
whaler.  But  while  fishermen  enjoyed  the  free  and 
open  sea,  they  must  jealously  guard  what  rights 
they  had  in  rivers  and  lakes.  They  must  fight 
against  pollution,  they  must  combine  and  agitate 
by  memorials  and  otherwise  against  enclosure. 
Anglers  were  apathetic  over  matters  of  vital 
importance  to  them,  and  this  apathy — combined 
with  local  selfishness — might  even  lead  to  the 
Norfolk  Broads  being  illegally  closed  against  all 
but  a  favoured  few.  Hesaid  "illegally"  advisedly, 
for  navigable  water  affected  by  the  tides  was  public 
property.  ( Hear,  hear. )  He  was  glad  to  be  there 
to  stimulate  the  Greshamites  to  earnest  and  per- 
sistent endeavour  to  protect  the  sport  they  loved. 
He  had  been  their  chairman  twice.  If.  in  the  distant 
future,  he  should  preside  at  their  dinner  a  third 
time,  he  should  feel  another  Whittington  thrice 
honoured  in  the  London  they  all  loved.  (Loud 
cheers. ) 

During  the  evening  clever  musical  sketches  by 
Mr.  Jas.  Ruming.  songs  by  Mr.  Ernest  du  Mayne. 
and  glees  by  the  "  Collegiate  Glee-Men"  gave  great 
pleasure  to  the  company. 

"Auld  Lang  Syne"-  closed  a  delightful  and 
successful  evening; 


Milt 
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which  has  been  thoroughly  tested  and  found  to 
answer  its  purpose  in  every  way." 

Made  of  selected  greenheart,  in  four  pieces  as 
illustrated,  with  short  butt,  spare  top,  and  cane 
top  case.  Snake  rings,  cork  grip,  and  straight 
metal  suction  fittings. 

The  short  butt  1,  with  joints  2,  3,  4,  5,  form  an 
excellent  fly  rod,  about  10ft.  7in.,  suitable  for  loch 
or  river  fishing  for  sea-trout,  brown  trout,  etc. 

By  inserting  the  plug  A  into  the  short  butt  (1), 
and  using  joints  3,  4,  and  5  (leaving  out  joint  2),  a 
very  useful  rod  of  about  8ft.  6in.  for  stream  or 
burn  fishing  is  obtained. 

The  plug  A  fits  into  the  bottom  of  short  butt  (1) 
when  not  in  use. 

Total  length  in  carriage  33in, 


THE   1904   LIST   OF   MESSES.  C. 
FAELOW  &  CO.,  191,  STEAND. 

Among  the  novelties  in  Messrs.  Farlow  and  Co.'s 
most  attractive  and  complete  Illustrated  Price  List 
for  1904  may  be  mentioned  the  interchangeable  j 
rod  for  lake,  river,  and  burn  fishing,  for  which 
they  claim  that  it  "has  been  made  to  a  pattern 
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This  rod  will  be  found  exceediDgly  useful  to 
travellers,  tourists,  etc.,  where  it  is  desired  to 
reduce  the  number  of  rods  to  a  minimum. 

The  J-'Ralli'-'  Fishixg  Bag  and  Landing  Net 
Sling. 

This  sling  is  specially  adapted  for  carrying  the 
"  Farlow  Folding  Ket,"  as  shown  in  the  illustration. 
It  consists  of  a  shoulder  strap  with  a  leather  loop, 
which  is  passed  under  the  ring  and  over  the  end  of 
handle.  In  this  position  the  net  cannot  become 
detached  by  accident,  hangs  in  the  most  convenient 
way,  and  can  be  released  and  opened  in  a  moment 
by  one  hand. 

The  "  Ralli  "  bag  is  a  thoroughly  practical  and 
useful  one  for  a  trout  fisher.  The  size  is  15in.  by 
ISjin.,  and  it  is  very  light  and  strong.    One  part 


in  the  number  of  pages.  Its  full  index  shows  that 
it  deals  with  every  branch  of  every  class  of  angling, 
including  outfits  for  mahseer  and  other  fishing  in 
other  countries^ 


II  Invented  by  Mr.  A.  P.  Ralli. 

pg  made  of  superior  quality  waterproof  material  for 
carrying  tackle,  lunch,  fly  box,  etc.,  and  the  other 
part  is  made  of  a  strong  washable  material  for 
carrying  fish.  The  outside  bag  in  illustration  is 
the  fish  carrier,  and  duplicates  of  this  can  be 
readily  attached  to  the  shoulder  girth  as  required. 

Rush  Baskets. 
For  despatching  salmon  by  rail,  etc^ 


\  ery  light,  strong,  and  portable.  The  illustration 
shows  a  fish  packed  ready  for  despatch,  which  can 
be  done  in  a  few  seconds  by  stitching  the  two  sides 
together  at  top  with  cord.  Made  in  three  sizes— 
27in-  long  by  9in.  deep;  32in.  long  by  llin.  deep; 
38in.  long  by  llin.  deep. 

The  Deep  Sea  Reel. 


thoroughly  strong  and  durable  reel,  specially 
adapted  for  deep  sea  fishing  where  long  Unes  are 
used.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  illustration  it  has 
only  one  handle,  and  that  much  larger  than  usual. 
To  preserve  the  balance  a  compensating  weight  has 
been  added  on  the  other  side.  The  checking  is 
efifected  by  the  thumb-screw  in  front,  and  the 
amount  of  resistance  can  be  regulated  at  will.  The 
back  plate  is  Uned  with  brass,  and  the  inner 
revolving  plate  is  also  brass,  thus  obviating  any 
chance  of  warping  or  sticking.  Fitted  with 
Bickerdyke!^  line  guards  Sizes— 4iin„  5in.,  and 
ojin. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  Messrs.  Farlow  retain 
tlie  convenient  ilin.  by  5in.  pocket  size  for  their 
excellent  list,  although  every  year  sees  an  increase 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on  Thurs- 
day, March  31,  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday  falling 
on  April  1.  All  communications  intended  for  inser- 
tion tn  that  issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by 
First  Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  March  30. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genebal  Remabks.— The  river  is  in 
fxcellent  order  for  trouting,  which  commenoes  on 
April  1,  but  owing-  to  the  cold  winds  these  fish  have 
not  yet  been  seen  on  the  move  to  any  extent. 
Just  before  the  close  of  the  coarse  fishina  a 
p  ke  of  I91b.  was  caught  at  Pangbourne.  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hobbs  informs  me  that  the  481b.  of 
pike,  which  I  reported  as  having  been  taken 
at  Shiplake,  were  caught  in  a  backwater 
below  the  lock,  which  is  considered  as  private 
water.  The  backwater  is  really  a  private 
cutting.  I  hope  next  week  to  be  able  to 
point  out  the  locality  of  a  few  trout.  At  the 
K.P.S.  annual  meeting,  on  Monday,  Mr.  A. 
Drinkwater  was  elected  president,  and  Messrs! 
C.  Littlewood  and  A.  Emery  were  added  to 
the  vice-presidents. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Bure  (ITorfolk,  Wroxham  District)  

River  rather  clear,  and  fish  seem  rather  dull 
at  biting,  although  recently  some  takes  of 
nice  perch  have  been  made  with  worm  on 
float  and  paternoster  tackle.  These  fish, 
however,  are  fait  going  out  of  condition^ 
being  very  full  of  spawn  in  the  case  of  larger 
fiA,  and  it  would  be  sportsmanUke  to  leave 
them  and  pike  altogether  alone  now  until  July,  and 
August  in  the  case  of  pike.  Roach,  however 
continue  in  capital  condition,  and  if  the  season 
IS  a  cold  one,  will  probably  be  so  until 
May.  Bream  do  not  feed  much  on  Bure  at  this  time 
of  the  year,  although  many  are  caught  on  the  Yare, 
just  below  Crown  Point,  during  April  and  May,  but 
their  condition  then  is  not  very  satisfactory  to  those 
preferring  to  angle  for  clean  fish.  Weather  has 
turned  very  wintry  again  with  squalls  of  rain  and 
sleet  from  N.N.W  and  N.E.,  but  if  we  get  this  week 
rough,  there  is  all  the  better  chance  of  a  chancre  to 
sunnier,  warmer  weather  for  the  holidays  when 
roach  fishing  should  provide  some  decent  sport. 
The  river  will  be  able  to  stand  a  lot  of  rain ;  indeed] 
it  wants  it,  being  far  too  clear. — C.  W.  Taylor 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Notwithstanding 
the  glorious  weather  of  the  past  few  days,  there  has 
not  been  a  large  number  of  anglers  out.  Waters 
have  been  cold,  and  the  fish  have  not  been  taking 
well.  At  Nursery  Pool.  Buckfastleigh,  Mr.  Millman 
had  a  basket  of  seven  dozen  on  Monday,  March  21 
and  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  creeled  a  dozen 
nice  fish.  Several  salmon  have  been  taken,  and  if 
the  weather  holds  up,  a  good  number  of  rods  will  be 
on  the  river  during  the  next  few  days. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— In  the  Ashwater  the 
watrr  has  cleared,  and  enough  is  running  in  the 
stickles,  but  sport  has  not  been  good.  Anglers  will 
be  pleased  to  learn  that  members  of  the  Dart,  Tavy, 
Walkham,  and  Piym  Fishing  Associations  may  now 
secure  cheap  tickets  on  the  Great  Western  Railway 
Company  on  the  production  of  their  licence.  This 
ia  good  news,  and  will  be  generally  welcomed  by 
anglers — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— A  rise  of  three  feet  in  the  river 
on  March  20,  although  stopping  angling  for  a  couple 
of  days,  was  welcome,  as  it  brought  away  a  lot  of 
snow  off  the  hills.  In  the  Armathwaite  Hall  water. 
Dr.  Wm.  Murray  has  had  two,  171b.  and  181b  '■ 
Lieut.  W.  A.  Murray,  three,  91b.,  141b.,  and  271b.  ; 
and  Dr.  George  Murray,  one,  161b.  In  the  Arma- 
thwaite Castle  water,  Mr.  A.  Edwards,  two.  In  the 
Low  House  water,  Mr.  F.  Sandeman,  two,  and 
Captain  Rhodes,  one,  171b.  At  Biocklewath 
Mr.  Dalton,  six,  91b.,  111b.,  121b.,  151b.,  161b.,  191b. 
In  the  Corby  Castle  water  Mr.  Middleton  two,  I8lb.* 
and  19lb.,  Capt.  Broadhurst  one,  191b.,  and  Elhot* 
the  keeper,  two.  In  the  Wetheral  water.  Mr.  W.' 
Pattinson  and  a  friend,  five,  91b.,  91b.,  141b.,  171b.,' 
and  181b.  At  Warwick  Hall,  Mr.  Liddell  one;  at 
Little  Corby,  Mr.  Rosenvinge,  one,  131b.  Near 
Holme  Eden,  Mr.  E.  Brown,  one,  101b.,  and  in  the 
Carlisle  Angling  Association  water  Mr.  A.  Campbell 
had  one,  191b.,  and  Mr.  R.  Scott  one,  81b.  Trout 
are  now  beginning  to  rise,  but  there  is  still  a  lot  of 
snow  on  Cross  Fell,  which  will  have  to  be  oS  before 
they  take  freely.  Spinning  baits  are  still  the  rage, 
the  river  having  too  much  colour  for  the  fly.— 
Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  meteorological  conditions 
during  the  past  few  days  have  been  much  improved, 
and  in  consequence  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been 


plied  upon  this  river.  The  results  are,  however, 
reported  to  be  meagre  since  the  opening  of  the  trout 
Reason,  only  an  isolated  catch  or  two  having  been 
effected.  For  the  coming  week  there  is  a  favour- 
able outlook,  the  water  being  in  nice  angling  trim. 
Sea  fishing  has  provided  improved  sport  of  late, 
several  anglers  operating  in  the  offing  having  taken 
remunerative  baskets  of  mixed  fish,  whilst  from  the 
piers,  thouii;h  the  cold  winds  have  been  somewhat 
detrimental,  fair  sport  has  been  secured. — J. 
Jackson. 

Eze  and  Barle  (Dulverton). — Although  high 
water  was  for  so  long  the  rule,  a  fortnight's,  dry 
weather  has  so  altered  the  conditions  that  a  day's 
rain  would  now  be  of  good  service.  On  some  days 
trout  have  risen  freely,  but  owing  to  cold  winds 
only  for  short  periods ;  the  Rev.  M.  Oldham  has 
had  some  successful  days  on  the  Exe  and  Barle. — 
Blue  Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —Some  fair  sport 
has  been  had.  thanks  to  better  weather.  In  the 
Teignmouth  district  the  engine  of  a  train  struck 
an  otter  between  Hole  Head  Tunnel  and  the  break- 
water, Teignmouth.  The  railway  ganger  noticiuf; 
what  had  occurred  killed  the  animal,  which  weighed 
close  on  19lb.  At  Exmouth  the  spring  pollack 
have  been  in  evidence,  and  many  caught  by  Me8Sr.». 
R.  Mostyn,  De  Sherer,  Popkin,  White,  Beck,  and 
others,  and  to-day  (Tuesday)  the  first-named  well- 
known  angler  secured  the  first  bass  of  the  season,  a 
small  one  of  ^Ib.  with  ragworm. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — The  weather 
has  improved  a  great  deal,  and  a  few  flies  have 
hatched.  The  fishing  has  been  quite  up  to  the 
average,  and  the  condition  of  the  fish  very  good. 
No  very  heavy  baskets  have  been  made,  but  Mr.. 
D.  H.  Pine  has,  so  far,  creeled  about  eighty  nice 
fish,  averaging  about  nine  a  daj".  On  March  23  he 
killed  twenty-seven  lovely  trout  in  fine  condition. 
Weather  splendid.  March  Brown,  Skeleton,  Black 
and  Teal  are  the  best  flies. — Longdrift. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — A  good  many  anglers  have 
been  out  roach  fishing  at  Rye  House,  St.  Margaret's. 
Ware,  and  Hertford,  but  sport  generally  has  been 
quiet  owing  to  the  bright  stream  and  unsettled 
weather.  The  competition  in  aid  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  resulted  in  few  fish  being  caught, 
but  a  substantial  addition  will  doubtless  be  made  to 
its  funds.  Dace  have  been  spawning  in  the  tributary 
Beane  at  Hertford,  and  perch  will  doubtless  now  ba 
depositing  their  eggs,  especially  if  warm  weather 
prevails.  Trout  fishing  opens  on  the  Stort  on 
April  1,  and  here  and  there  trout  are  occasionally  to 
be  met  with  in  the  mill  pools,  overshoots,  and  back- 
waters.— JzA.AK  Walton. 

iMXLgg  and  Arrow  (laeominster). — Both  these 
streams  have  now  gone  down  and  have  cleared,  and 
are  running  in  better  order  for  fishing  than  they 
have  been  for  sometime;  the  weather  has  been  more 
favourable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  but  cold  winds 
have  prevailed,  and  some  rain  has  been  had.  The 
fish  have  been  moving  better  this  week,  and  have 
begun  to  rise  at  the  March  Brown,  Red  Spinner, 
Cowdung,  February  Red,  and  Blue.  Angling  has  been 
quiet  up  to  the  present,  but  with  some  warmer  davs. 
port  should  be  good  in  both  streams  ;  a  few  fish 
have  been  taken  this  week.  The  Pinsley  is  clear  and 
in  good  fishing  order. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — The  angling  season  just 
closed  has  been  one  of  the  worst  for  some  years 
past  in  this  district,  especially  as  regards  pike 
fishing.  The  river  is  well  stocked  with  pike,  but 
owing  to  bad  and  indifferent  weather,  and  th'> 
constant  floods,  the  opportunities  for  our  angler.s 
have  been  but  few.  On  March  14,  at  Cotterstock, 
near  Oundle,  Mr.  F.  Stevens  captured  one  of  the 
heaviest  pike  taken  during  the  season,  weighing 
18pb.,  and  3ft.  3Jin.  in  length.— E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton).— Fishing  has  not 
been  brisk  so  far,  and  will  not  be  until  next  month, 
when  the  best  portions  of  this  river  will  be  opened, 
and  the  season  will  be  in  full  swing.  No  good  ri?R 
as  been  observed  as  yet.  A  few  Duns  and  March 
Browns  appear  on  the  water  about  midday,  but 
the  fish  do  not  seem  to  notice  them.  A  few  days 
ago  a  trout  of  lib.  3oz.  was  taken  with  a  February 
Red  on  the  public  water  here  in  a  place  which  had 
just  been  swept  by  the  nets.  It  was  not  in  good 
condition,  or  it  would  probably  have  weighed  l^lb. 
The  river  is  clear  and  at  its  normal  level ;  appear- 
ances promise  well  for  next  month. — Heron. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Although  the  atmosphere  is  much  milder 
during  the  day,  the  weather  still  continues  very 
unsettled,  and  owing  to  several  sharp  frosty  nights 
f  late  the  snow  still  lingers  on  the  higher  Welsh 
mountains,  and  stil!  finds  its  way  into  those  streams, 
hich,  owing  to  heavy  showers  of  rain,  are  at 
present  rather  discoloured  and  above  the  average 
levels,  and  very  little  is  yet  doing  amongst  the 
trout  and  no  large  takes  are  reported.  At  the 
time  of  writing  (Wednesday  evening)  there  is  no 
sign  of  another  frosty  night,  and  should  the  present 
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mild   weather  continue  all  the  snow-broth  will 
speedily  disappear  from  these  streams. — Vybnwy. 
Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 

coarse  fish  season  finished  up  fairly  well  in  Sussex, 
as  during  the  last  few  days  fish  were  feeding  freely. 
There  is  but  little  free  trouting.  I  The  western  streams 
hold  some  good  fish,  and  let  at  good  rentals.  It  is 
but  seldom  a  start  is  made  until  April.  The  weather 
at  present  is  cold  with  easterly  winds.  In  the 
Emsworth  district  a  well-preserved  stream  holds 
trout  up  to  close  upon  51b.,  but  here  we  have  no 
rise  of  May  Fly  and  fish  will  not  look  at  it.  The 
Bother  holds  a  few  good  trout  from  Midhurst 
to  Fittleworth,  and  from  the  Adur  fish  up  to 
ipb.  have  been  taken  in  past  seasons.  Good 
fish  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Ouse  from  Barcombe 
Mills  upwards,  and  good  sport  may  be  had  in  the 
tributaries  by  permission,  but  worming  or  minnow 
is  the  only  available  method  in  these  small  wooded 
streams,  and  both  perch  and  chub  are  a  nuisance. 
— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Weather  very  cold,  and  very 
few  true  sportsmen  attempting  to  get  fish  and  colds. 
I  heard  of  a  catch  of  three  brace  a  few  days  back 
when  the  sun  was  out ;  but  gentlemen  are  waiting 
for  more  genial  weather. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi.  (Llandyssil).  —  Water  in  good  order  for 
trout  fishing,  but  rain  is  wanted  for  salmon.  Sport  at 
endof  week  was  slow,  butMarch  22was  a  capital  day; 
altogether,  301b.  of  trout  caught  in  the  week,  up  to 
l^lb.  A  salmon  of  171b.  was  taken  on  March  21, 
and  three  nice  fish  on  March  23  weighing  5lb.,  121b., 
and  131b.,  by  Mr.  Otter.  These  were  all  caught  on 
the  minnow.  Should  rain  come  it  would  improve 
matters  considerably. — Vic. 

Teme  (Iindlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has 
now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in 
capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
fine,  and  last  week  was  the  best  week  we  have  had 
for  months.  This  week  rain  threatens,  but  it  has 
not  altered  the  water,  and  with  the  sun  shining  at 
intervals  there  has  been  a  good  number  of  live 
flies  on  the  river,  and  the  fish  have  begun  to 
move  at  them  well,  and  if  it  keeps  fine  good 
sport  should  be  had  with  March  Brown,  Bed 
Spinner,  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  and  Cowdung. 
March  Brown  is  coming  on  strong  and  fish  rise  well 
at  them.  Pike  fishing  has  again  been  good.  In 
the  Burway  Water  Mr.  Brooks,  on  March  18,  landed 
three,  9Jlb.,  81b.,  and  51b. — T.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbnryi. — The  water  in  this  part  has  now 

gone  down  and  cleared,  and  for  the  first  time  for 
some  weeks  is  getting  into  something  like  fishing 
order.  The  weather  has  been  better ;  rain 
storms  are  had,  but  do  not  make  any  difference  to 
the  river,  and  unless  we  get  very  heavy  rain,  the 
water  should  be  in  splendid  order  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  The  fish  have  been  inclined  to  move,  and 
the  March  Browii  coming  on  strong,  they  have  been 
rising  at  them.  Angling  has  not  been  brisk  ;  a  few 
rods  have  been  out,  and  one  or  two  nice  trout  have 
been  landed.  With  fine  weather,  the  prospects  for 
sport  in  this  part  will  be  good. — Worcester, 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Sivers. — The  Coquet  is  at  present  in  splendid  con- 
dition for  rod  fishing,  and  some  excellent  baskets 
have  been  taken  duriny;  the  past  few  days.  If  the 
present  weather  conditions  continue  till  Easter 
anglers  will  have  a  royal  time.  Northern  anglers 
will  be  glad  to  learn  that  stocking  operations  still 
continue  in  the  Tyne.  The  Northumb'ian  Anglers' 
Federation  have  obtainpd  a  grant  of  £50  from 
the  Conservancy  Board  for  this  purpose.  On 
March  19,  1400  trout  were  placed  in  the  Tyne  at 
Hexham,  1400  at  C.  r bridge,  and  2500  at  Prudhoe. 
The  Anglers'  Federation  had  their  annual  mt>eting 
last  Friday  at  the  Y.M.C.A.,  and  the  report  sub- 
mitted was  considered  the  best  for  the  past  ten 
years.  A  healthy  membership  of  over  550  was 
reported,  and  after  paying  all  expenses  a  balance 
remained  of  £83. — Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  8  &  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle. 

Usk  (Usk).— Mr.  R.  Rickards,  of  the  Priory, 
Usk,  was  the  fortunate  angler  to  capture  the  first 
salmon  on  this  part  of  the  water.  On  March  19,  at 
the  Lower  Pandy,  he  landed  a  beauty,  in  splendid 
condition,  weighing  171b.  Trout  anglers  have 
been  fairly  successful,  but  the  bright  sunshine  has 
caused  the  river  to  become  very  clear  and  rather  low. 
Amongst  those  who  have  been  suscessful  were : 
March  16— Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley,  6  brace;  Mr.  J.  Pitt, 
3  brace;  Mr.  E.  Bowyer,  5 J  brace;  Mr.  Geo. 
Edmunds,  sen.,  4^  brace;  Mr.  Tom  Edwards  (New- 
port), 3i  brace.  March  17 — Mr.  S.  A.  Hiley,  3 
brace;  Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  sen.,  4.J  brace;  Mr.  E. 
Bowyer,  7  brace  ;  Mr.  T.  Rees,  9  brace.  March  18 
— Mr.  E.  Bowyer,  3  brace  ;  Mr.  T.  Rees,  (i  braee ; 
Mr.  J.  Phillips,  3i  brace.  March  19  — Mr.  E. 
Bowyer,  4  brace;  Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  sen.,  3  brace; 
Dr.  Hackett,  3  brace.  March  21 — Mr.  Bowyer,  2  J 
brace.  March  22— Mr.  J.  Pitt,  4J  brace;  Mr.  G. 
Edmunds,  sen,,  4  brace;  Mr.  E.  Bowyer,  3i  brace. 
— T.  B. 


Wye  and  Demrent  (Derbyshire). — The  follow- 
ing gentlemen  have  caught  salmon — namely,  Capt. 
Wood,  two ;  Col.  Dibble,  one ;  H.  Thomas,  Esq., 
four ;  Talbogg,  Esq.,  four.  There  must  be  another 
flood  ere  anglers  will  have  good  sport.  Not  many 
salmon  seen.  Trout  anglers  also  complain.- — W.  B. 
Roberts. 

Yore,     Swale,    Wharfe,     Nidd,  Derwent, 
Oaae,  etc.  (Torka), — Both  the  first  named  rivers 
have  been  running  bankful  since  March  20,  and 
there  has  been  little  doing  owing  to  the  weather, 
which  is  yet  very  unsettled.    We  had  a  promise  of 
spring  on  Tuesday,  but  it  is  wild  and  showery  again 
on  the  \jpper  reaches,  and  there  are  few  flies 
hatching  out.     I  have  been  out  on  the  Cover, 
and    I    killed  half-a-dozen    trout  with    fly.  I 
found   Snipe  and    Purple  to    kill    the  best  on 
Tuesday.    I  hear  some  of  the  bottom  fishermen  at 
Hawes  have  caught  a  few  nice  dishes,  the  best  being 
one  of  twelve.    During  the  season  of    1903  the 
Wen«leydale  Angling  Association  purchased  2000 
yearling  trout  and  turned  them  into  their  waters,  and 
it  has  been  decided  to  purchase  an  additional  2000 
yearling  at  an  early  date.  This  water  is  well  stocked, 
and  the  fish  taken  average  ^Ib.  each.    A  tribute  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  an  old  angler  (the  late 
James  Horner,  of  Bainbridge)  has  been  shown  by  the 
eissociation  and  a  few  friends  in  the  erection  of  a 
beautiful  gravestone  with   a  suitable  inscription 
drawn  up  by  the  Rev.  C.  Waley,  ending  with  the 
appropriate  reference,  "For  they  were  fishers." 
Deceased  was  quite  a  village  character  of  the  old 
type,  and  for  many  years  held  the  office  of  "  Horn- 
blower"  (that  is,  the  relic  of  the  custom  of  blowing 
a  horn  as  a  warning  to  benighted  travellers), 
which  has  obtained  for  centuries  in   the  pictu- 
resque village  of  Bainbridge.    I  also  hear  the  Hon. 
W.  G.  A.  Powlett  will  shortly  turn  in  2000  (not  600 
as  previously  reported)  into  the  Ure  below  Wensley 
Bridge,  and  I  am  pleased  to  see  trout  under  six 
inches  are  to  be  returned  to  the  river.  Trout  season 
opened  on  the  Wharfe,  Nidd  and  Aire  in  wretched 
weather.    Very  few  rods  have  been  out  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Wharfe.    About  a  dozen  rods 
were  out  between  Addingham  and  Ilkley;  very  little 
doing,  the  best  basket  being  one  of  eight  fish. 
Trout  are  not   feeding  well,   the  best  baskets 

have  been  taken  with  minnow  and  fly  -John  E. 

Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — The  whole  of  the 
waters  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle  were  opened  last  week, 
and  spring  salmon  are  showing  in  fair  numbers,  in 
the  Esk  especially.  Mr.  W.  Chambers  (Longtown) 
caught  two  salmon  at  the  close  of  last  week  in  the 
lower  waters,  weighing  respectively  161b,  and  151b., 
and  Mr.  Mackant  landed  one  with  a  gudgeon  lure 
weighing  201b.  in  his  stretch  of  the  Netherby  water; 
while  Major  Eraser  had  a  spring  salmon  of  181b.,  and 
subsequently  a  fine  new  run  fish  of  161b.  in  the  same 
water  and  another  weighing  121b.  Fishing  in  the 
mid -reaches  of  the  Esk,  Dr.  Anderson,  of  Esk  Bank, 
Canonbie,  creeled  four  yellow  trout  and  any  amount 
of  parrs. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross.  Ardgay,  N.B.). — On 
March  16,  Mr.  C.  Young,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel, 
landed  a  fine  salmon  weighing  211b.  on  Invercharron 
water.  On  March  18  another  angler  from  the  hotel 
caught  a  9-pounder.  On  March  21,  Mr.  Henry 
Young  landed  one  of  211b.  on  Invercharron  water, 
which  completes  the  list  since  last  report.  The 
weather  has  been  very  stormy,  and  in  every  way 
unfavourable  for  angling,  but  on  March  23  a  great 
improvement  set  in. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire) — There  is  quite  a  change 
for  the  better  in  the. weather.  In  the  beginning  of 
the  week  th^*  weather  was  warm  and  mild,  and 
glimpses  of  bright  sunshine  during  the  day.  Genial 
showers  of  rain  have  also  fallen,  and,  unless  in  the 
upper  districts  of  Banffshire,  snow  has  almost  dis- 
appeared. The  Deveron,  which  has  been  so  long 
in  flood  and  in  bad  condition  for  net  and  rod  fishing, 
is  now  falling,  and  the  water  bacoming  more  fit  for 
both  rod  and  net.  On  March  12,  the  keeper  on  the 
Inverichnie  section  had  a  salmon  of  7^1b.,  and  on 
the  15th,  another  of  91b.  Since  the" rise  in  the 
temperature  fish  are  seeking  the  river,  and  the  net 
fishermen  have  had  several  new  run  salmon  daily. — 
H.W. 

Loch  Ness  (Port  Angustus,  N.B.). — Fishing  from 
the  Douglas  Hotel  on  March  16,  Mr.  S.  A.  Steele, 


Troot  Fliks.— The  trout  season  is  fast  approaching,  and 
anglers  should  now  have  their  rods,  reels,  and  waders  overhauled. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  greater  care  can  bo  given  in  overhauling 
than  during  the  busy  season,  and  ample  time  can  be  allowed  for 
the  varnish  to  hariien  thoroughly.  Flies  to  pattern  should  also 
be  ordered  now.  The  greatest  care  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Anglers  in  the  habit  of  dressing  their  own 
flies  should  now  secure  tlioir  material.  Selections  can  be  made 
up  to  suit  the  requirements  of  salmon  or  trout  fly  dressers. — 
.1.  E.  Miller  (Telephone  2001),  Nortlieru  Anglers' Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station-ttreet,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  " Piscator,  Leeds." 


Sheffield,  killed  one  salmon,  weighing  IS^lb.  On 
March  17,  Mr.  R.  M.  Cameron  killed  one  weighing 
181b.  On  March  21,  Mr.  F.  Kelley,  Sheffield,  killed 
two,  weighing  201b.  and  151b.,  and  Mr.  R.  M. 
Cameron  on3,  weighing  13  Jib. — R.  M.  C. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  March  14,  Mr.  Tilston 
killed  a  nice  salmon  weighing  191b.  On  March  16, 
Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  killed  one  salmon,  221b.  On 
March  17,  two  salmon,  181b.,  211b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Eillin  Hotel). — On  March  17,  Mr. 
Bartholomew  landed  a  salmon  of  151b.  On  the 
18th,  Mr.  Gordon,  one,  16lb.  On  the  19th,  Mr. 
Gordon,  one,  211b. ;  Major  Churchman,  two,  16lb. 
and  171b.  Loch  in  excellent  ply  after  the  recent 
rains. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water,  on  March  16.  Mr.  Ernest  Walker,  Bolton, 
had  a  salmon  of  21  Jib.  On  March  21,  Mr.  Scobie 
Mackenzie,  London,  had  three,  211b.,  201b.,  I31b. ; 
Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  Bichmond.  one,  221b.  The 
river  is  now  in  excellent  ply  since  cessation  of 
frost. — B.  Stewart. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — Owing 
to  frost,  snow,  and  other  unfavourable  conditions, 
sport  with  the  rod  has  not  been  up  to  the  average. 
The  following  have  been  the  takes  since  the  opening 
of  the  season : — On  Fob.  27,  Prince  N.  U.  Merza, 
Syre  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  on  Beat  No,  6, 
and  Mr.  G.  Cornwallis  West,  Skelpick  Lodge, 
one  on  No.  3.  On  March  29,  Mr.  Crocker,  Syre 
Lodge,  landed  a  salmon  on  No.  2  ;  Mr.  Warrender, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on  No.  3  ;  and  Mr.  Cornwallis 
West,  two  on  No.  4.  On  March  1,  Mr.  Warrender 
caught  three  salmon  on  Beat  No.  4  ;  and  on  March  3, 
the  same  gentleman  had  one  on  No.  6.  On  March  4, 
Prince  N.  U.  Merza  had  one  on  No.  5;  and  Mr. 
Cornwallis  West  one  on  No.  2.  Biver  blank  again 
until  March  10,  when  Mr.  Warrender  landed  one 
salmon  on  the  private  water ;  and  Mr.  Crocker  three 
on  Beat  No.  5.  On  March  11,  Colonel  Frier,  Dal  vina 
Lodge,  had  one  salmon  on  No.  5  ;  Prince  N.  U.  Merza 
three  on  No.  6 ;  Mr.  Spottiswood,  Skelpick  Lodge, 
one  on  No.  2  ;  and  Mr.  Warrender  one  on  No.  3. 
On  March  15.  Col.  Frier  landed  two  salmon  on  No.  1. 
On  March  17,  Prince  N.  U.  Merza  caught  three  sal- 
mon on  Beats  4  and  5 ;  Miss  Campbell,  Skelpick 
Lodge,  landed  one  and  lost  another,  on  No.  6  ;  and 
Mr.  Warrender,  two  salmon  on  the  private  water. 
At  the  beginning  of  this  week  the  weather  was  very 
boisterous. — B. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — The  river  rose  on 
March  18  and  19  in  all  about  nine  feet — a  fine  fill — 
and  which  has  given  the  much  needed  impetus  to 
salmon  angling  which  has  been  languishing  for  the 
past  month,  and  a  start  to  the  brown  trout  season 
just  at  the  right  time.  On  Monday  the  "first 
blood  "of  the  season  was  got  on  the  King's  Balmoral 
water,  when  four  beauties,  scaling  from  81b.  to 
141b.,  were  killed  by  the  royal  keepers  and  duly 
despatched  to  His  Majesty  at  Buckingham  Palace, 
as  is  alway.'^  the  custom  with  the  first  fruits  of 
the  opening  season.  Bumours  are  rife  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales  will  be  on  Deeside  for  a  week 
or  so  soon,  and  now  that  there  is  a  certainty 
of  spo  t  this  is  likely  to  be  the  case.  On 
the  Ballater  water,  on  Monday,  Mr.  H.  M. 
Reddyton  had  a  beauty  of  16ilb.  on  the  Inver- 
cauld  beat,  in  addition  to  several  smaller  fish  gqt  by 
the  keepers  and  others.  On  the  Cambus  O'May 
water.  Colonel  Eddis  and  Mr.  Davidson  had  some 
sport.  Mr.  Farquharson,  of  Invercauld,  caiOe 
North  on  March  20,  and  was  on  the  private  water 
there  on  March  21.  On  the  Cairnton  water.  Lord 
Penrhyn's  keeper  had  three  on  Marjh  21  and  two 
on  March  22  from  81b.  to  161b.  On  the  Woodend 
water,  on  the  same  day.  Captain  Quintin  Dick  had 
one  of  741b.,  and  Mr.  D.  Davidson  one  of  the  same 
weight  on  Inchmarlo.  A  fresh  run  of  fish  has  been 
experienced  on  the  lower  beats,  some  fine  fish  being 
creeled,  details  of  which  are  hardly  yet  to  hand. 
On  March  20,  March  21,  and  March  22,  a  rush  of 
ang'ers  from  the  South  arrived  with  every  train. 
The  genial  break  in  the  hitherto  hard  weather  has 
been  as  welcome  as  it  has  bean  opportune. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — The  only  fish  caught 
from  the  hotel  since  last  reported  was  a  9lb. 
salmon,  landed  on  March  18  by  Mr.  Thornley. 
Very  severe  weather  has  been  experienced  for  some 
time  back,  but  now  (March  23)  there  is  a  change 
for  the  better. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — A  great  deal  of  rain  has 
fallen  in  this  district  since  last  week-end  and  the 
rivers  have  been  placed  in  high  floods.  The  fall 
was  particularly  heavy  on  March  20,  and  by  evening 
all  the  waters  began  to  get  into  spate.  Monday 
morning  (March  21)  saw  the  rivers  flowing  from 
hank  to  brae,  and  more  rain  falling  at  nisrht  kept 
the  waters  in  full  spate  on  March  22.  On  March  23 
there  was  nothing  but  minnow  and  other  spinning 
lures  tried  in  all  lower  and  middle  stretches, 
but  the  streams  in  the  higher  reaches  were 
suitable    for   the   fly.     The    floods    will  have 
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cleared  out  many  of  the  kelt  salmon  to  the  sea, 
but  probably  a  goodly  number  have  yet  to  descend 
from  the  spawning  beds.  To-day  many  kelts  are 
showing  in  the  tidal  stretches.  The  spates  will 
have  also  acted  beneficially  in  clearing  out  the 
diseased  salmon  that  were  getting  rather  numerous 
in  some  of  the  rivers.  The  Annan. — This  river  ha? 
been  in  flood  since  March  20.  In  the  Four  Town's; 
portion  a  considerable  number  of  kelts  have  been 
landed  within  the  past  ten  days.  As  many  as 
four  and  five  per  day  were  reported  as  having  been 
landed  and  returned  to  the  water  in  some  of  the 
upper  beats  of  this  river.  During  the  floods  of 
March  21  and  March  22  a  number  of  rods  were  out 
with  worm  bait,  and  some  yellow  trout  were  taken, 
and  said  to  be  in  good  condition.  With  the  rise  of  flj' 
on  the  water  last  week  yellow  trout  were  feeding 
daily,  and  by  Easter  they  should  he  in  better 
order.  In  this  river  they  are  seldom  in  condition 
before  Easter.  With  little  or  no  winter  this  year 
the  chances  are  that  trout  will  be  in  better  order  for 
the  holidays,  and  if  there  are  no  east  winds,  visitors 
should  meet  with  fair  sport  on  Good  Friday  and 
Easter  Monday.  There  were  many  rods  out  on 
March  23  spinning  the  gudgeon  and  the  Devon 
minnow,  but  nothing  was  done.  It  was  reported 
that  a  clean  run  salmon  or  two  were  seen  rising 
in  one  of  the  pools  of  the  lower  Annan, 
but  they  would  not  look  at  the  spinning  lures, 
and  the  water  was  too  muddy  for  fly.  The 
Dumfries  Nith. — This  river  has  been  in  con- 
stant flood  since  March  20,  and  there  has  been  no 
sport  to  speak  of  this  week.  In  the  higher  waters 
a  few  yellow  trout  have  been  caught  with  worm 
bait,  and  the  tributaries  have  also  afforded  fair 
creels  with  the  same  lure.  On  March  18  one 
angler  had  a  fair  catch  of  trout  on  the  Cairn 
and  Cluden  with  the  March  Brown  fly.  Salmon 
kelts  are  making  their  way  seaward  this 
week,  but  many  have  to  come  down  from  the 
Sanqaharand  Mid-Nithsdale  stretches.  TheThoin- 
hill  Angling  Association,  who  have  a  lease  of  the 
waters  from  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  are  about  to 
a^d  a  stock  of  trout  to  their  waters.  Nothing  is 
doing  at  present  in  the  town  stretches  at  Dumfr  eJ. 
The  Galloway  Rivers.— Heavy  rains  have  fallen 
since  last  week  end,  and  with  the  rivers  in  flood 
there  has  been  no  chance  for  the  fly.  Local 
anglers  had  a  few  common  trout  with  the  worm  bait. 
Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — The  streams  and 
lochs  are  now  open,  but  little  has  been  done,  owing 
to  the  prevailing  east  winds.  The  rain  has  brought 
more  warmth,  and  with  a  south-west  wind,  a 
fairly  good  rise  of  fly  have  hatched  out  on  the  loclis] 
Xext  week  a  number  of  anglers  are  to  visit  Loch 
Ooon  of  Dalmellington,  and  given  favourable 
weather,  some  nice  creels  should  be  had.  The 
loch  has  a  pretty  fair  stock  of  game  little 
trout,  though  they  are  not  large — they  generally 
run  about  four  or  five  to  the  pound.  Four  or  five 
dozen  is  a  common  catch  when  one  gets  them  on 
the  rise. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire).— During  the  past  week  or 
two  the  river  has  been  about  its  dead  summer  level, 
the  result  being  that  the  fish  lay  in  the  pools 
,i.nd  would  not  rise  to  the  fly.  Owing  to  the  melted 
-now  in  the  hills  the  water,  however,  came  down  in 
flood  on  March  20,  so  that  good  sport  may  now  be 
anticipated  as  there  is  every  appearance  of  fish. 
On  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  on  Monday,  Mr. 
Creick  (keeper)  killed  a  salmon  of  7Jlb. ;  on  Wed- 
noBday,  two,  101b.  and  .Olb. ;  and  on  this  day  week, 
one  of  8Jlb.  Little  has  been  done  on  the  coast. — 
J.  M. 

Tay.  —  Throughout  the  past  week  a  great 
quantity  of  snow  has  disappeared,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence the  river  has  been  more  or  less  unsettled, 
while  on  one  day  there  was  a  spate  of  about  four 
feet.  Very  fair  sporb  has  been  obtained  on  the 
'  beats  which  were  fished.  Fish  are  now  coming 
'/-well  forward,  A  good  nucnber  have  been  caught  in 
the  nets  below  Perth  during  the  past  few  days. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


With  mild  weather  and  plenty  of  water  fine  sport 
should  be  got  during  the  next  week  or  two.  The 
following  is  a  note  of  the  takes  got  on  the  principal 
beats.  Upper  Stanley. — Mr.  J.  D.  Humphreys,  of 
Folkestone,  fishing  this  water  on  March  19,  killed 
three  fine  salmon  of  311b.,  201b.,  and  181b.,  and  on 
the  Lower  Stanley  Beat,  on  March  18,  one  of  18;]  lb. 
BuRNMOUTH  Beat. — Fishing  the  beat  on  March  18, 
Mr.  Henry  Peters  landed  one  fish  of  201b.  Mr. 
Archibald  Coats'  boatman  fishing  Upper  Battleby 
water,  on  March  16,  had  one  salmon  of  131b.  Fish- 
ing Lower  Dunkeld  water,  on  March  18,  Mr.  Arthur 
Blyth  killed  a  fish  of  181b.  River  Lyon.— Mr. 
Scobio  Mackenzie,  fishing  Fortingall  Hotel  water  on 
the  river  Lyon,  landed  three  salmon  of  211b.,  201h., 
and  131h. ;  while  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell  liad  one  of 
221b.  Locii  Tay  {Killin  Reserved  Water). — Fishing 
on  March  16,  Mr.  Bartholomew  killed  one  fish  of 
151b.;  on  March  17,  Mr.  Gordon,  one  of  211h.,  and 
on  March  18,  another  of  181b.  ;  wliilo  on  March  19, 
Major  Churchman  had  two  fish  of  161b.  and  17lb. — 
A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers, — 

Owing  to  the  disturbed  and  discoloured  state  of  the 
rivers,  angling  has  not  been  of  much  account 
during  the  past  week.  On  the  Teviot,  on  March  19, 
Mr.  T.  Gibson  caught  one  salmon  in  the  Castle 
pool  of  81b.,  and  Mr.  R.  Hogarth,  at  Heiton  Mill 
Rock,  had  one  of  71b.  On  the  Lees  Water, 
Mr.  Stewart,  on  March  11,  had  one  salmon  of  71b. 
and  Mr.  Prenderguest,  London,  on  March  12,  had 
one  of  151b.  At  Carham,  on  March  11,  Mr.  C. 
Perkins  had  two,  201b  and  81b.  ;  and  on  March  12 
he  landed  four  salmon,  the  heaviest  being  231b. '  On 
the  Birgham  water.  Lord  Gilford,  on  March  15,  had 
one  of  91b. ;  and  Lord  Dunglass,  one  of  81b.  On  the 
Twizel  water,  on  March  15,  Colonel  Blake  had  one 
salmon  of  8ilb. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Boyne  and  Tributaries. — The  river  has  been 
ia  fiood  for  several  days  in  past  week.  I  can  only 
hear  of  five  fish,  of  221b.,  181b.,  171b.,  161b.,  and 
101b.,  being  got  on  Slane  Castle  Fishery,  and  three, 
of  181b.,  161b.,  and  141b.,  on  Upper  Black  Castle. 
The  weather  has  become  much  more  genial,  and  if 
we  have  no  more  rain  sport  should  be  good  in 
coming  week.— Clabet  Fly^. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— There  was  heavy 
rainfalls  at  intervals  during  the  past  week  and  the 
river  rose  considerably,  yet  the  weather  was  fine 
and  fish  rose  freely  to  the  fly.  T.  Gilrov 
(keeper)  landed  five  spring  salmon  on  March 
16,  18,  and  21,  of  121b.,  111b.,  111b.,  lOJlb.,  and  101b. 
Mr.  A.  Stubbs landed  threa  spring  salmon,  of  ll|lb., 
lUb.,  and  lOJlb.,  on  March  16, 18,  and  19.  Salmon 
are  plentiful  in  the  river,  and  the  weather  is  favour- 
able for  angling  at  present,  with  a  soft  south-west 
wind  blowing,  and  prospects  of  sport  are  now  good. 
— M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek). — The  Erne 
is  now  getting  into  fair  trouting  order  again,  and 
some  nice  trout  were  taken  on  it  during  the  past 
week. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Iioe  River  (co.  Cork). — A  heavy  fall  of  rain  on 
March  20  has  put  the  river  in  very  nice  fishing 
order,  and  taken  a  good  number  of  fish  to  the  upper 
waters,  so  that  good  sport  may  be  looked  forward 
to  during  coming  week.  Mr.  Lyons,  on  Roove's 
fishery,  had  one  salmon,  181b.  ;  Captain  Skipwith 
two,  7lb.  and  lOlb. ;  and  Mr.  Morritt  one,  101b.,  on 
Mashonaglass.  Colonel  Adamson  two,  81b.  and  91b., 
on  Farran  and  Ballmeddig,  R,  W.  Sitwell  one  of 
101b.  on  William's  water.  Colonel  Sillem  one  5Jlb. 
on  Ardrum  and  Powdermills,  J.  Forrest  one,  101b. 
at  Carrigrohane,  and  J.  O'Brien  three,  71b.,  91b.,  and 
lO^lb.,  at  Castleinch. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Xiongh  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
On  March  17,  Major  G.  Cresswell  had  one  salmon, 
SJlb.  On  March  18,  Stephen  Huggard,  one,  131b. 
On  March  21,  Major  G.  Cresswell,  one,  121b..  and 
Meaghter  Healy,  one,  lllb.  The  lake  is  now  in 
good  order.  Brown  trout  fishing  has  yielded  fair 
sport  on  the  mountain  lakes,  but  the  fish  had  were 
of  an  inferior  size.  The  river  Cummeragh  is  running 
low,  and  no 'sport  has  been  had  on  it  at  salmon. 

Longfh  Melvin. — A  trout '  angler  hooked  and 
landed  a  fresh-run  salmon  of  lO^lb.  weight  on 
March  18.  The  lake  at  time  of  writing  is  in  first- 
rate  salmon  fishing  order,  and  prospects  of  sport  on 
it  have  not  been  so  good  for  many  seasons  past. — 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Monme  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 
The  prospects  of  the  season — which  opens  on 
April  1 — are  considered  very  good.  For  the  past 
month  trout  were  observed  jumping  in  fair  numbers 
in  the  pools  about  here.  April  and  May  are  the 
best  months  for  this  river  and  its  tributaries.  In- 
tending visitors  should  remember  that  wading 
trousers  and  a  14ft.  to  15ft.  rod  are  necessary. 
The  annual  trout  fishing  ticket  costs  5s. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— Fishing  on  the  river 
for  the  last  week  was  fair.    Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  got  a 
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good  fish  on  March  19,  141b.,  and  a  very  large  one 
on  March  18,  161b.,  on  the  upper  water;  there 
was  one  got  on  the  lower  water  on  March  21,  141b., 
and  some  kelts  landed.  Lough  Conn  is  in  fishing 
order  now,  and  lots  of  fish  in  it,  some  nice  baskets 
of  trout  being  taken  with  the  fly. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Longhs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo- 
Mayo). — Most  of  the  past  week  river  was  out  of 
order,  and  weather  veryjunsettled.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson, 
one  salmon  of  131b.,  on  March  10;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ferguson  landed  several  kelts;  Mr.  Mallery  and 
friend  had  some  nice  trout  on  the  lough,  largest, 
3lh.  ;  Mr.  Seroope  also  liad  some  nice  trout,  laigest, 
4pb.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  river  is  clearing 
rapidly. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Water  in  pretty 
good  Older;  weather  mild.  On  Doonoss,  Mr. 
G.  C.  Williams  killed  three  salmon,  211b.,  341b., 
311b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  V/.  Turner  killed  five 
salmon,  lolb.,  28ilb.,  28ilb.,  331b.,  361b.  On 
Newgarden,  Capt.  J.  Bayly  killed  one  salmon. 
191b.  On  the  Castle  Fishery  Mr.  J.  Enright 
killed  one  salmon  161b.  On  the  Exinagh  fishery, 
Mr.  A.  Mackey's  fishermen  killed  two  salmon,  201b. 
and  281b.  On  Captain  R.  Twiss's  fishery,  Mr.  F. 
Fewiheard  killed  one  salmon,  341b.,  and  the  fisher- 
men one  salmon  281b. — John  Enright  and  So^. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanx  (March  20).— Although  the  trout  fishing 
season  has  been  open  for  some  time,  I  have  had  to 
wait  for  news  to  report.  A  few  fish  were  seen  and 
some  taken  last  week  in  the  Vaudois  water,  but  did 
not  seem  to  be  yet  in  prime  condition,  though  others 
purchased  in  the  Montreux  fish-shops  from  unknown 
localities  were  fine,  healthy,  red-fleshed  samples. 
Quite  a  number  of  tickets  and  licences  seem  to  have 
been  taken  this  season  and  eight  sporting  anglers 
were  seen  on  the  Valais  waters  one  day.  These 
streams  are  reported  low  but  dirty,  or  crowded  with 
cut  weeds,  as  is  customary  at  this  time  of  year;  but 
on  days  when  this  work  is  suspended  and  the  fish 
settle  in  their  places,  there  may  be  some  sport  before 
the  snow  melts  on. the  hills. — Benwyan. 


Jlssoctafions,  etc. 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  published  on  Thurs- 
day, March  31,  in  consequence  of  Good  Friday  falling 
on  April  1.  All  communications  intended  for  inser- 
tion in  that  isau^  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by 
First  Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  March  30. 

Anglers'  Association. 
The  last  delegate  meeting  for  the  present  season, 
ending  March  25,  was  held  at  Cripplegate  Institute, 
Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.C.,  on  March  21.  Cheques 
to  the  amovmt  of  £75  were  ordered  to  be  drawn, 
leaving  a  bank  balance  of  over  £40,  a  very  satisfac- 
tory condition,  especially  considering  that  £35  had 
to  be  expended  on  watching  and  preserving  fish  Ufe 
in  two  stretches  of  the  river  Lea,  and  over  £20  for  a 
similar  purpose  in  our  rented  water  at  Weybridge. 
A  special  committee  have  been  appointed  to  carry 
out  arrangements  for  the  annual  dinner  to  be  held 
on  May  14.  The  visiting  officers  reported  a  qmet 
month.  The  Thames  A.P.S.  not  having  held  a 
meeting  since  our  representative's  report  was  given, 
nothing  fm-ther  could  be  done  in  that  direction. 
Nomination  for  officers  and  committees  were  made 
preparatory  to  election  at  the  annual  general 
meeting,  to  be  held  on  April  18.— R.  G.  Woodruff. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
f  The  competition  at  St.  Margaret's  on  March  20 
proved  an  immense  success  Tas  far  as  entries  were 
concerned  ;  855  had  their  tickets  stamped  with  Mr. 
Medcalf's  usual  celerity,  and  a  capital  start  was 
made.  The  fish,  however,  apparently  resolved  to 
do  their  best  to  aid  the  society  by  refusing  to  feed, 
and  thus  afford  further  anglers  an  opportumty  of 
taking  part  in  the  competition.  Only  sixty-four 
weighed  in,  and  there  are  consequently  twenty- 
three  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  March  27,  when  all 
who  did  not  weigh  in  last  week  may  enter  again 
with  any  others  who  did  not  attend.  Many  thanks 
to  the  friends  who  helped  in  making  arrangements, 
which  passed  off  so  smoothly.  Since  the  last  report 
only  two  applications  have  been  made  for  assistance, 
which  has  been  granted  in  each  case.  I  gratefully 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  £1  5s.  from  the  Anchor 
and  Hope  A.S.  Two  more  gentlemen  gave  me 
their  names  as  "  Life  Members  "  at  the  Gresham 
A.S.  dinner.— W.  H.  Barber. 

Blenheim  Angllng  Society. 
On  March  2  Mr.  Gerald  Freedman  occupied  the 
chair,  when  Mr.  Armitage  read  a  paper,  entitled, 
' '  Some  Side-lights  on  Fish  SpawTiing. "  The  lecture 
bristled  with  facts  and  figures,  and  the  large 
audience  were  highly  entertained  and  instructed.  A 
discussion  followed,  and  votes  of  thanks  havmg  been 
duly  accorded  to  Mr.  Armitage  and  to  the  chairman 
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for  presiding,  the  remainder  of  tlie  evening  was  taken 
up  by  a  concert.  In  spite  of  frequent  storms  and 
floods,  some  good  sport  liad  been  obtained  amongst 
the  pike  at  our  Harefield  fishery.  Amongst  tlie 
most  successful  were  Messrs.  Nicholas,  Cracknell, 
Blagrave,  Funnell,  Wilkins,  and  Woodhouse  and 
friend.  Mr.  Rodbur  captured  a  nice  fish  at  Marlow 
scaling  81b.  15oz.  Three  new  members  ha^e 
recently  been  elected,  and  I  understand  that  the 
securing  of  some  fish  for  restocking  purposes  is 
likely  to  be  accomplished  very  soon.  I  may  add 
that  our  Harefield  water  is  open  for  roach  and 
chub  imtilf March  31,  and  that  trout  fishing  begins 
on  April  1  .—Hon.  Sep. 

BatTr.'iin  Sea  ANaLF.R,s'  Society. 

At  the  meeting  on  Wednesday  night  many  rofor- 
enco.**  were  made  to  the  success  of  the  annual  dinnei'. 
Mr.  C.  Kemp  preaided,  and  Mr.  O.  Gordon  opened  a 
discu.ssion  on  "Whiting."  He  dealt  with  the  differ- 
ent methods  of  catching  thLs  popular  fish,  which 
afTorded  sport,  and  was,  moi-eover,  edible.  He 
said  they  could  be  fished  for  at  various  distances 
from  the  bottom — the  iangler  must  take  into  con- 
sideration the  tide.  At  slack  tide  the  fish  feed  away 
from  the  bottom,  returning  when  the  "  swish"  of  the 
tide  is  renewed.  Mi-.  T.  Bates  drew  attention  to 
Couch's  whiting  and  handed  a  sketch  round.  He 
said  bait  must  be  changed  as  the  tide  altered.  Just 
at  dead  water  they  would  take  lugwoi  m — a  bait 
they  would  refuse  as  the  tide  began  to  run.  Mr. 
F.  W.  Norman  said  he  had  had  at  Newhaven, 
Sussex,  whiting  all  the  year  round  up  to  1903, 
but  to  the  astonishment  of  even  the  local 
fishermen,  this  year  they  were  away.  Mr. 
C.  O.  Minchin  gave  a  few  golden  rules.  Use  the 
thinest  line  compatible  with  strength,  less  lead  is  re- 
quired, use  a  big  winch  for  speed  ;  the  fish  requires  no 
playing.  Paternoster  or  trace,  that  is  a  question  of 
tide,  but  in  clear  water  keep  bottom  till  tide  slackens, 
in  deep  water  keep  bait  moving  up  and  down.  A 
handsome  case  containing  examples  of  over  eighty 
knots,  bends  and  splices  was  shown,  a  gift  from  a 
valued  hon.  member,  W.  Hoarder,  of  Plymouth  ; 
every  knot  required  by  a  fisherman  was  there,  and 
there  were  some  that  puzzled  even  the  oldest  hand 
present.  Well  planned  and  beautifully  executed,  and 
perfectly  mounted,  this  addition  to  the  walls  at  the 
headquarters  was  received  with  hearty  thanks. — 
H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
On  Tuesday  evening  last  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont 
occupied  the  chair.  Several  fishing  reports  Vjelong- 
ing  to  the  expiring  season,  which  had  not  been  pre- 
viously made  owing  to  the  supper  that  took  place 
on  March  15,  were  now  rendered,  among  them 
being  some  from  Messrs.  Fosbrooke,  Frost,  Salis- 
bury, Higgs,  Gilbert,  Beamont  and  Begernie.  The 
handsome  book-case,  recently  made  for  the  society, 
was  greatly  admired,  and  an  addition  of  three  very 
nice  volumes  was  made  to  its  literary  contents  by 
Mr.  T.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Bentley  also  presenting  to  the 
society  a  small  framed  print  of  "  Otter  Hunting." 
Four  gentlemen  were  nominated  for  membership, 
ballot  to  take  place  on  April  12. — Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Attwood  presided  over  a  small  meeting 
on  March  22.  Messrs.  T.  A.  Shaw  and  H.  Dunn 
were  appointed  auditors,  and  the  voting  to  decide 
the  destinations  of  various  cups,  etc.,  was  fixed  for 
April  6,  the  annual  general  meeting  to  take  place  a 
fortnight  later.  The  season  having  practically 
ended,  reports  of  angling  were  confined  to  the  ex- 
periences of  the  competitors  in  the  chib  match  on 
the  Lea,  and  these  were,  to  put  it  mildly,  meagre. 
However,  the  St.  Margaret's  average  of  one  fish  to 
every  ten  competitors  was  readily  beaten,  twenty- 
one  competitors  taking  sixty  fish,  but  as  they  were 
fishing  under  a  9-inch  standard,  many  fish  were 
returned.  Mr.  Shaw  and  Mr.  Forbes  were  the  most 
successful,  and  in  the  result  Mr.  Hudd's  side  won. 
The  supper  which  Mr.  Jagel's  side  have  conse- 
quently invited  the  winners  to  partake  of  will  take 
place  at  our  headquarters,  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
on  April  (i,  and  members,  other  than  competitors, 
are  cordially  invited  to  attend. — G.  W. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
Owing  to  unforeseen  circumstances  several  of  the 
officers  would  not  bo  able  to  attend  next  week  ; 
therefore  we  wish  to  announce  that  the  extra- 
ordinary general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
April  5,  instead  of  March  29,  as  previously  an- 
nounced. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. 

The  delegates  of  societies  affiliated  to  the  above 
met  on  Friday  evening  to  discu.ss  matters  apper- 
taining to  the  disposal  of  the  prizes  won  in  the 
Windsor  match.  The  president,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade, 
occupied  the  chair.  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  dis- 
triV)ution  at  the  Stockwell  A.S.  on  Tuesday,  April  5, 
chair  taken  at  9  o'clock.    Pockham  Soc'ial  VVal- 


tonians  enrolled.  Auditors  elected,  namely,  Messrs. 
C.  Piggott  (Bermondsey  Brothers)  and  C.  Powell 
(Stockwell).  Annual  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Oglander  Piscatorials  on  Friday,  May  (i.  The  Wal- 
worth Waltonians  are  organising  a  grand  concert  on 
Monday,  April  11,  at  the  Surrey  Ma.sonic  Hall, 
Camberwell,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  Will  donors  of 
promised  prizes  kindly  forward  at  their  earliest  con- 
\'enience  ;  also  returns  are  ^still  required  (before  I 
can  balance  accounts)  from  a  few  societies. — A.  G. 
Smith,  Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  H.  H.  Brown  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
iiK-eting.  when  a  considerable  discussion  arose  over 
some  sea-troiit  kindly  sent  from  Skyo  by  Mr.  Monk 
(Jould,  as  to  whether  they  were  clean  fish  or  not. 
The  conclusion  arrived  at  was  that  they  wore  well- 
ineiided  kolts.  The  chairman  exhibiteil  a,  dalx'hick 
with  a  miller's  thumb  stuck  in  its  throat,  the  tiny 
fish  having  choked  the  little  "  dabby,"  and  brought 
about  its  untimely  <lomise.  Preserved  examples  of 
the  otlier  four  grebes  wore  shown  by  the  same 
gentleman.  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  spoke  of  the  good 
work  done  on  the  Lanibouni  under  tlio  able  direc- 
tion of  Messrs.  C.  Stallibia.ss  and  R.  Bradford. 
Some  200  two-year^rfd  trout  liad  been  placed  in 
this  water,  which  is  already  admirably  stocked.  A 
tray  of  roacli  was  shown  by  Mr.  W.  G.  Fletcher  and 
Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  from  the  Colne.  Sport  had 
been  good  amongst  the  democratic  fish,  as  not  only 
had  the  two  members  mentioned  done  well,  but 
Messrs.  G.  Smith,  H.  A.  Holt,  and  others  had  made 
excellent  bags  on  the  society's  fishery  at  Uxbridge. 
Trout  fisliing  begins  on  the  Kennet,  Moor  Stream, 
and  Colne  on  ."Ypril  1.  Mr.  David  Kemp,  an  old 
ineiiiber  of  the  society,  will  read  a  paper  on  Monday 
next  at  8  p.m.  on  "  Sport :  its  Attributes  and 
Votaries,"  when  a  good  muster  is  anticipated. — 
Hon.  Sec. 


PFovineial  flugliiig  flotes 

The  Fishing  Gazette  will  he  published  on  Thurs- 
day, March  31,  in  comequence  of  Qood  Friday  falling 
on  April  1.  All  communications  intended  for  inser- 
tion in  that  issue  must  reach  St.  Dunstan's  House  by 
First  Post  on  Wednesday  morning,  March  30. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

By  the  time  these  notes  are  in  print  our  Bingley 
Hall  Exhibition  will  be  -opened,  and  once  more  the 
display  of  specimen  fish  will  be  one  of  the  great 
attractions  to  the  anglers.  The  Birmingham  show 
will  beat  all  records,  not  only  for  the  number  of 
cases  exhibited,  but  also  for  the  sizes  of  fish.  Of 
course,  the  coarse  fish  will  predominate,  but  there 
will  be  more  cases  of  game  fish  on  view.  The  Pro- 
vincial show  will  not  cpme  up  to  the  Birmingham 
collection,  but  still  the  two  shows  combined  -will  be 
the  best  ever  placed  on  view  ,and  it  will  be  worth  the 
time  and  trouble  for  those  interested  in  the  sport 
to  come  long  journeys  to  see.  A  new  featiu-e  wdU 
be  introduced  by  the  firm  of  tackle  and  rod-makers, 
of  the  name  of  Thomas,' of  the  British  Works,  Red- 
ditch  ;  they  will  have  their  stand  in  the  middle  of 
the  fish  section,  and  not  only  have  tackle  on  sale, 
but  will  have  a  lathe  worked  by  electricity  showing 
the  mode  of  rod-making  and  repairing.  We  are  at 
last  having  better  weather,  and  it  seems  to  be  more 
settled.  Our  members  are  looking  forward  to  a 
pleasant  Easter  Holiday,  wlien  they  will  be  able  to 
go  forth  in  search  of  the  trout ;  so  far,  since  the 
season  opened,  very  little  has  been  done.  Matters 
will  now  be  quiet  at  the  clubs,  but  they  should  now 
take  time  by  the  forelock,  and  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  end  of  the  season. 

FROM  HUl^  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  trout  fishing  in  this 
district  the  weather  has  been  rather  mild  with  an 
occasional  shower  of  rain,  and  most  waters  being  in 
good  trim,' anglers  have  been  out  in  fair  numbers. 
Sport  amongst  the  speckled  beauties  has  only 
been  moderate  so  far,  yet  it  is  full  early  enough 
for  these  waters,  and  there  is  an  absence  of  insect 
life  in  most  quarters ;  what  few  fish  have  been 
secured  have  been  chiefly  taken  with  swimming  the 
worm.  A  few  decent  fish,  and  in  nice  condition, 
have  been  creeled  on  the  Driffield  Canal,  between 
Wansford  and  Brigham,  and  in  the  river  Hull  at 
Hempholme  two  or  three  fish,  going  from  ^Ib.  to 
lib.  each,  have  been  taken.  The  tidal  waters  are 
in  capital  trim  for  operations,  and  at  Wawne  and 
Dunswell  a  few  nice  sized  flounders  have  been 
taken  by  bottom  fishers  ;  and  in  the  slack  waters 
below  Burton  Hall  one  angler  on  Monday  took  a 
nice  trout  of  a  little  over  lib.  in  weight.  In  the 
Cave  stream  a  few  nice  trout  are  to  be  found,  and 
in  the  streams  at  Brough  and  Hessle,  that  empty 
into  the  river  Humber,  a  nice  trout  or  two  are  often 
taken  by  anglers  whilst  fishing  for  flounders. 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Angling  matters  have  lulvanced  considerably 
since  Saturday.  On  the  Kent  the  best  basket 
killed  on  Saturday  fell  to  Mr.  Pollitt,  who  had  fifteen 
trout,  averaging  .Jib.  each.  1  took  twenty-one  as 
my  share,  running  some  four  to  the  pound.  On 
the  previous  Thursday,  on  the  same  stream,  Mr. 
McGowan  killed  ten  capital  fish  at  and  about  the 
village  of  Sedgwick,  and  he,has  had  other  nice  lots. 
On  Tuesday  the  best  basket  under  my  notice  was 
one  of  thirteen  trout,  which  weighed  6 Jib.,  one 
being  exactly  a  pound.  Other  fishing  on  the  lake 
has  so  far  been  poor,  and  the  few  that  have  been 
taken  have  fallen  victims  to  trolling. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  special  report  from  the  Bollin  speaks  of  that 
river  having  been  in  splendid  order  for  the  past 
week-end.  Trout  fishing  has  been  good,  especially 
in  the  Swan  length,  which  appears  to  maintain  its 
reputation  under  all  conditions.  The  Moss  Side 
Socials  have  decided  that  the  three  stages  of  the 
Association  Championship  Competition  shall  he 
fished  on  June  25  and  26,  July  30  and  31,  and 
Aug.  27  and  28.  The  waters  to  be  visited  are  not 
yet  selected.  At  Warrington  the  local  premier 
association  appear  to  be  gaining  in  strength  !>>' 
every  post ;  already  they  total  nearly  six  hundred 
members,  and  this  year  they  are  sure  to  be  stronger 
than  ever.  At  Liverpool  every  organisation  has 
been  busy  for  a  long  time,  and  now  that  the  coarst* 
fishing  season  is  over,  a  time  which  they  have  fully 
utilised,  they  are  bent  on  having  a  good  Easter. 
It  would  be  a  mistake  to  single  out  any  one  asso- 
ciation for  particular  notice,  for  all  have  been  and 
still  are  alive  and  intend  to  remain  so.  As  regard  s 
preparations  for  the  coming  holidays,  they  are  not 
many,  and  anglers'  outfitters  are  not  pushed  for 
tackle,  etc. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

A  recent  great  fishing  event,  made  a  lot  of  by  the 
Staffordshire  Sentinel,  is  of  particular  interest  to 
this  city,  inasmuch  as  the  tackle  was  supplied  by 
the  Manchester  branch  of  Hardy  Bros.  Messrs. 
Butter  and  Hall  undertook  to  catch  a  rjuarter 
of  a  ton  of  pike  in  twelve  days'  fair  fishing 
with  rod  and  line.  Independent  witnesses  were 
appointed,  who  must  be  relied  on  to  guarantee  the 
bona  fides  of  the  wager.  According  to  the  published 
report,  55(ilb.  were  actually  taken,  but  probably 
this  should  be  5651  b.,  as  the  wager  was  won.  The 
bulk  of  the  fish  were  taken  on  a  crocodile  spinner, 
the  special  production  of  Hardy  Bros.,  and  no 
doubt  contributed  to  their  success,  although  Hardy 
Bros.'  successes  are  a  daily  occurrence.  They  will 
no  doubt  pardon  this  notice.  As  to  a  record, 
I  leave  statisticians  to  decide  this  point.  Probably 
our  townsman  Mr.  Selke,  if  he  were  still  with  us, 
instead  of  having  tackled  up,  would  furnish  some 
light  on  the  subject,  as  he  reserved  himself  for  pike 
fishing  and  pike  fishing  totals  only. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

News  is  juet  now  scarce,  for  the  trouting  season 
does  not  really  open  on  the  tributaries  of  the  TIrent 
until  April  1.  Even  then  the  opening  does  not  apply 
generally.  The  Trent,  at  the  time  of  writing,  was 
running  in  comparatively  low  and  clear  volume, 
and  the  wonder  is  that  no  one  seems  anxious  to  try 
for  the  salmon  which  are  reported  to  have  pushed 
upwards  as  far  as  Shardlow.  Members  of  the 
WelUngton  Society  might  do  worse  than  bring  the 
small  Devon  minnows  into  active  use,  trying  the 
various  pools  from  the  Salmon  or  noted  chub  swim 
above  the  "Narrow  Neck"  to  the  once  famous 
'•Long  Swim,"  in  which  so  many  splendid  fish  were 
hooked  and  landed  in  the  memorable  season  of 
1886-7.  It  is  something  to  know  that  sahnoa  are 
in  the  river  at  all  this  spring.  Two  days  prior  to 
the  closing  of  the  ordinary  season  the  Nottingham 
Angle. s'  Association  decided  a  big  competition  (as 
already  reported)  in  the  Trent  Lock  district. 
Weather  conditions  were  favourable,  but  the  sport 
met  with  was  not  so  good  as  could  have  been 
desired.  Mr.  S.  Milward,  the  winner,  only  creeled 
one  fish — a  chub  of  21b.  13oz.  This  also  secured  the 
special  prize  offr^red  for  the  heaviest  specimen  fish 
weighed  in.  Fifty-five  members  engaged,  and  eleven 
only  obtained  awards.  Duration  of  match,  two 
hours. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  in  good  condition  just  now,  and  the 
nice  sunny  weather  we  are  having  has  brought  some 
files  on  to  the  water  ;  the  March  Brown  is 
strongly  in  evidence,  and  there  should  be  some  sport 
for  the  fly  fisherman  on  the  Teme  in  the  coming  week.  . 
Several  good  trout  have  been  taken  within  the  last 
few  days  with  the  minnow  and  the  worm  ;  they 
were  in  fair  condition,  but  will  improve  with  warmer 
weather,  and  more  fly  food.  There  are  no  trout  in 
this  part  of  the  Severn,  except  a  few  sea-trout  which 
are  found  under  the  weirs.    Two  good-sized  fish 
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liave  been  taken  at  Diglis  Weir  with  the  bright 
Devon  minnow.  Sahnon  fishing  not  brisk  ;  the 
nets  have  taken  very  few  fish,  largest  taken  by 
Jenkins,  on  March  19,  weighed  about  241b.  Tlie 
clubs  are  now  busy  making  arrangements  for  the 
season.  Tlie  City  Club  have  acquired  an  important 
stretch  of  water  on  tlie  Teme,  above  Powick  Weir, 
wliich,  in  addition  to  their  fishing  on  the  Lower 
Teme,  will  be  of  much  advantage  to  their  members, 
and  at  an  easy  distance  from  the  city.  The  Prince 
of  Wales'  Club  had  their  annual  meeting,  and  their 
balance-sheet  revealed  a  very  satisfactory  state  of 
things.  After  pajang  for  all  prizes  and  liabilities 
and  an  honorarium  to  their  energetic  secretary,  Mr. 
A.  Lewis,  they  have  a  substantial  balance  to  start 
the  present  season  with. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

StiU  very  little  is  doing  amongst  local  anglers. 
The  Ouse  and  the  Foss  liave  been  fished  for  some 
time  without  any  notable  result,  until  a  few  days 
ago,  when  a  rodman,  using  live  bait,  landed  from 
the  Foss  just  outside  York  a  fine  pike  weighing  81b. 
No  serious  thought  as  yet  has  been  given  to  trout 
fishing.  On  the  evening  of  March  19  a  deputation 
waited  upon  Mr.  A.  S.  Lawson,  of  Aldborough 
Manor,  from  the  Boroughbridge  A.C.,  to  ask  per- 
mission for  the  members  to  fish  in  his  waters,  with 
what  result  up  to  the  middle  of  this  week  was  not 
known.  The  question  has  been  raised  by  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  Yorkshire  Herald  of 
the  York  Corporation  swans,  which  are  such  an 
ornament  to  the  surface  of  the  river  Ouse,  in  relation 
to  the  close  season. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  for  some  days  has  been  adverse  to 
angling,  especially  in  the  northern  province,  where 
sport  consequently  has  been  retarded.  The  Cork 
rivers,  however,  fished  well,  and  the  returns  compare 
favourably  with  those  of  past  seasons  at  this  time. 
Lake  fishing  on  the  whole  has  not  been  up  to  the 
mark,  but  good  sport  is  confidently  looked  forward 
to  with  the  advent  of  April,  should  the  weather  be 
of  an  ordinary  character.  The  accounts  from  the 
principal  Leinster  waters  show  that  sport  has  been 
fair  at  times.  Things  have  been  generally  back- 
ward in  Coimaught,  but  an  aU-round  improvement 
appears  to  be  setting  in.  Sea  angling  has  com- 
menced at  a  few  places,  but  sport  has  not  been  good 
so  far,  though  the  fish  usually  got  at  this  time  of  the 
year  are  supposed  to  be  numerous. 

Belfast  and  District. 
On  March  20  a  welcome  fall  of  rain  raised  the 
streams,  which  were  very  low  owing  to  the  dry, 
frosty  weather  and  easterly  winds.  Still  trout  fish- 
ing is  poor  on  river  and  lake,  and  likely  to  be  so  long 
as  the  north-easterly  winds  prevail.  A  few  brace 
were  killed  at  Woodburn  and  Marshallstown.  The 
Ulster  A. A.  purposes  to  place  2000  two-year-old 
rainbows  in  the  Antrim  Road  Basin,  as  a  beginning 
to  the  restocking  scheme.  The  basin  is  completely 
isolated,  so  that  escape  from  it  is  impossible. 
Reports  from  the  Clady,  CrumUn,  Glenavy,  Sixmile, 
etc.,  show  that  trout  are  not  rising  owing  to  the 
absence  of  natural  flies  on  the  water. 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce 
that  in  addition  to  the  tourist,  fortnightly,  and 
Thursday,  Friday,  or  Saturday  to  Monday  or  Tues- 
day tickets  to  the  East  Coast  and  the  Norfolk 
Broads  districts  (Aldeburgh,  Bumham-on-Crouch, 
Clacton,  Cromer,  Dovercourt,  Felixstowe,  Gorleston- 
on-Sea,  Harwich,  Hunstanton,  Lowestoft,  Mundes- 
ley-on-Sea,  Southend-on-Sea,  Southwold,  Walton- 
on-Naze,  Yarmouth),  which  are  issued  from  Liver- 
pool -  street  and  other  London  and  suburbafi 
stations,  there  will  be  special  excursion  bookings  on 
Thursday,  March  31,  from  London  (Liverpool-street 
and  suburban  station.s)  to  all  the  principal  stations 
in  the  Eastern  Counties,  including  Norwich,  Cam- 
bridge, Wisbech,  Lynn,  Fakenham  ;  also  by  the 
Cathedral  Route  to  the  principal  towns  in  Lincoln- 
shire, Yorkshire,  Lancashire,  North-Eastem  dis- 
trict, and  Scotland.  Tickets  (excursion,  ordinary, 
etc.)  can  Vje  obtained  in  advance  at  Liverpool-street 
Station,  at  the  Great  Eastern  West  End  Ticket  and 
Inquiry  Office,  12a,  Regent-street,  and  at  the  com- 
pany's various  city.  West  End,  and  other  booking 
offices.  On  Thursday,  March  31,  in  addition  to 
relieving  trains,  special  trains  will  be  run  from 
Liverpool-street  at  1.35,  4.5,  and  7.10  p.m.  to 
Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft ;  at  1.30  p.m. 
to  Ipswich,  Norwich,  and  Cromer  ;  at  1.30  and  4.5 
p^m.  to  Colchester,  Clacton-on-Sea,  and  Walton-on- 
Xaze  ;  at  4.30  p.m.  to  Hunstanton;  and  at  7.12 
p.m.  to  Felixstowe.  The  express  supper-car  train 
(it  12.3  midnight  to  Chelmsford,  Colchester,  and 


Clacton  will  be  run  on  this  date  in.stead  of  on  Satur- 
day, April  2.  On  Good  Friday,  with  certain  modi- 
fications and  additions,  the  trains  will  run  the  same 
as  on  Sundays.  Special  trains  will  be  run  at  5.8  a.m. 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Ipswich  and  at  9.4  to  Yar- 
mouth and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  both  calling  at 
the  principal  intermediate  stations.  Special  trains 
will  also  be  run  on  several  of  the  branches  in  con- 
nection with  trains  to  and  from  London.  On 
Saturday,  April  2,  for  the  accommodation  of 
persons  detained  at  business  until  late  in  the 
evening,  special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liver- 
pool-street at  12.20  for  Norwich,  via  Cambridge,  and 
at  12.25  for  Clacton,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and 
Lowestoft,  via  Colchester,  calling  at  the  principal 
intermediate  stations.  Excursion  tickets  are  issued 
daily  from  Liverpool-street  and  other  London  and 
suburban  stations  to  Epping  Forest  (Chingford, 
Loughton,  etc.).  There  will  be  special  day  excur- 
sions on  Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  Monday,  and 
Tuesday  to  Southend-on-Sea,  Bumham-on-Crouch, 
etc.  On  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday  to  Brox- 
bourne  and  Rye  House,  and  on  Easter  Monday  to 
Clacton,  Walton,  Dovercourt,  and  Harwich  ;  also 
on  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool-street,  St.  Pancras, 
etc.,  to  Hertford,  Cambridge,  and  Ely  ;  and  from 
St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  only  for  one,  three, 
six,  or  eight  days  to  Yarmouth  and  Cromer.  Several 
of  the  usual  up  expresses  (including  the  7  a.m.  and 
1.17  p.m.  from  Cromer  and  the  7.25  a.m.  and  1.40 
p.m.  from  Yarmouth)  will  not  run  on  Easter  Mon- 
day, but  will  run  instead  on  Tuesday,  April  5,  on 
which  date  restaurant  cars  will  run  on  the  7.25 
a.m.  from  Yarmouth  and  the  7.40  a.m.  from 
Clacton.  On  Tuesday,  April  5,  special  morning 
express  trains  for  Liverpool-street  will  leave  Felix- 
stowe Town  at  7.10  a.m.,  Ipswich  7.43  a.m.,  and 
Bumham-on-Crouch  7.24  a.m.  Restaurant  cars 
are  run  every  week-day  (Bank  Holidays  excepted)  on 
the  trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for 
Norwich  and  Cromer,  at  5.0  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and 
on  the  up  trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8  a.m.,  Norwich 
at  8.46  a.m.,  and  Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Special  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Paris, 
via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the  service  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  March  30,  April  1 
and  2,  and  by  trains  leaving  Charing  Cross  at 
10.0  a.m.,  2.5  and  2.20  p.m.,  and  Victoria  at 
1.45  p.m.  on  Thursday,  March  31.    They  wiU  also  be 
issued  by  the  Night  Mail  Service  leaving  Charing 
Cross  at  9.0  p.m.  and  Cannon-street  at  9.5  p.m.,  each 
evening  from  March  30  to  April  2  inclusive,  via 
Dover    and    Calais.    Returning    from    Paris  at 
2.40  p.m.  via  Boulogne,  or  8.40  p.m.  via  Calais,  any 
day  within  fourteen  days.    A  cheap  excursion  to 
Boulogne  will  leave  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  April  2  ;  returning  at  12.5  or  7.10  p.m.  on 
Easter  Monday.    Cheap  return  tickets  available 
for  eight  days  will  be  issued  at  Charing  Cross  from 
March  30  to  April  4  inclusive,  available  by  the 
10.0  a.m.  and  2.20  p.m.  services.    The  Casino  at 
Boulogne  will  be  open  from  March  31  to  April  5 
inclusive.    Similar  tickets  will  also  be  issued  to 
Calais  by  the  9.0  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m.  services.  On 
Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  and  Easter  Monday 
special  day  excursions  will  be  run  to  Boulogne  and 
Calais.    Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  by  the  Calais, 
Boulogne,  and  Ostend  routes  will  be  issued  from 
March  30  to  April  4  inclusive,  available  for  eight 
days.    Special  cheap  eight-day  return  tickets  to 
Amsterdam,  The  Hague,  and  other  Dutch  towns, 
via  Queenborough  and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from 
March  30  to  April  4  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and 
Holborn  at  9.25   a.m.    Cheap  eight-day  return 
tickets  to  Ostend  will  be  issued  from  March  30  to 
April    4    inclusive.      During     the    holidays  the 
Continental     services    will    run    as     usual.  A 
special    express    train    (first,'  second,    and  third 
class)    will    leave   Victoria   for   Dover    Pier  at 
8.50  p.m.,  calling  at  Herne  Hill,'f)n  March  31,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Calais  and  Ostend  night  steamers. 
The  home   arrangements  are  as  follows  : — Cheap 
return  tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards, 
Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Herne 
Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs, 
Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folke- 
stone,  Shornclifl[e,    Hythe,    Sandgate,    and  New 
Romney  (Littlestone-on-Sea)    will  be  issued  from 
London  by  certain  trains  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday,  March  3 1 ,  and  April  1  and  2,  available  to 
return  on  Tuesday,  April  5,  by  any  train  (mail  and 

boat  expresses  excepted).  Cheap  day  excursions  on 

Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday  will  be  run  from 
the  principal  London  stations  to  Gravesend  (for 
Rosherville  Gardens),  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Whitstable, 
Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  Ramsgate,  Broadstairs, 
Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc. 
On  Bank  Holiday  a  special  cheap  day  excursion  will  I 
be  run  to  Aldershot,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  I 
9.24  a.m.  and  London  Bridge  9.3Q  .a.m.    Cheap  | 


return  tjckets  from  London  to  the  Crystal  Palace 
(High  Level)  on  Bank  Holiday,  including  admission. 
Full  particulars  of  the  excursions,  extension  of  time 
for  certain  return  tickets,  alterations  in  train  ser- 
vices, etc.,  are  given  in  the  special  holiday  pro- 
gramme and  bills. 

GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Central  Railway  are  offering  ampls 
and  admirable  facilities  to  those  desirous  of  spending 
Easter  at  places  reached  by  their  comfortable  and 
picturesque  route.  Excursions  are  announced  from 
London  (Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich,  and 
Metropolitan  stations  to  all  the  principal  towns  and 
holiday  resorts  in  the  Midlands,  North  of  England, 
North-East  and  North- West  Coast  watering-places, 
Douglas  (Isle  of  Man),  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  The 
information  has  been  concisely  tabulated  in  the 
form  of  an  A  B  C  programme,  giving  the  times  of 
starting,  fares,  dates,  and  times  of  return,  etc.,  for 
any  station,  alphabetically  arranged,  which  can  be 
easily  seen  at  a  glance.  Copies  of  this  lucid  guide 
can  be  obtained  free  at  Marylebone  Station,  or  at 
any  of  the  company's  town  offices  and  agencies. 
Zone  Fares. — The  experiment  made  in  the  issue  of 
cheap  weekly  tickets  in  the  Grimsby  district  ha;?  now 
been  extended  by  the  Great  Central  Company  as  a 
further  experiment  to  Manchester.  The  general 
idea  of  these  tickets  is  to  give  the  working  classes 
and  others,  who  cannot  fafford  to  take  a  yearly 
contract  ticket,  the  advantage  of  a  weekly  ticket  at 
about  the  same  rate  per  day  as  a  yearly  contract 
ticket. 


"ilofes  from  f^c  ^oxii). 


At  last  the  weather  suits.  A  spell  of  favourable 
conditions  have,  it  is  hoped,  set  in.  The  snows  are 
fast  disappearing  from  the  hiUs,  the  rivers  are 
heavy  and  brownj  and  the  fish-  are  moving  up  in 
abundance. 

The  Easter  holidays  commence  this  week,  and 
the  demand  for  angling  quarters  in  the  North  has 
never  yet  been  so  great. 

The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  netted  11,1421b.  of 
salmon  for  the  three  weeks'  opening  of  the  fishings 
during  February,  yielding  a  money  value  of  £1159 
7s.  4d.,  being  £207  12s.  ahead  of  last  year. 

Some  fine  baskets  of  trout  were  got  on  the  Don 
on  Saturday  on  the  Parkhill  and  Grandholm 
(Pirie's)  water.  Mr.  Urquhart  had  181b.  on  the 
former,  and  Mr.  McBeth  61b.  on  the  latter  section — 
all  to  the  worm. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  had  a  day  on  the  Dee  on  March  18, 
and  landed  his  maiden  fish.  Mr.  Clyne  is  a 
Scoto-Amerioan,  who  has  fished  extensively  for 
trout  in  Canada,  but  this  was  his  first  engagement 
with  Salmo  solar  anywhere. 


The  net  fishings  on  the  Tay  above  Perth  had  the 
poorest  returns  last  week  of  any  since  the  season 
opened.    Matters  are  now  mending. 

The  Dee  has  fallen  Oft.  from  Satm-day's  or  Sun- 
day's high-water  mark,  but  there  wiU  be  big,  round 
waters  and  plenty  of  them  for  some  time  to  come. 

The  spring  season  all  over  the  North  will  now  be 
at  its  best,  and  those  who  wish  to  have  a  hand  in 
should  not  lose  a  single  day  now  in  making  tracks 
for  the  North.  By  the  end  of  next  week  angling 
should  be  at  its  best. 

Hitherto  there  has  been  little  or  nothing  of  a 
finnock  season,  owing  to  the  Arctic  weather  condi- 
tions. Every  day  now  they  are  on  the  increase, 
and  one  angler  on  the  Ythan  on  Saturday  had  six- 
teen weighing  almost  as  many  pounds. 

A  heavy  run  of  salmon  set  in  on  the  Dee,  Don. 
Deveron,  and  Spey  with  the  rise  in  the  rivers.  Fish 
run  slowly  in  snow-water,  but  with  the  temperature 
generally  prevaiUng  and  the  lengthening  day,  the 
waters  in  the  Dee  and  Spey  soon  get  warmed  up, 
and  small  flies  will  be  the  order  of  the  day  there  all 
too  soon.  Special  Scotch. 


NEW  PISGATORIAL  PATENTS.- 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 

1713.    G.  Forrest,  111,  Hatton  Garden,  London. 

Improvements  in  or  relating  to  fishing 
reels  and  winches. 
26,084.    J.  Hull,  6,  Finkle-street,  Stockton-on-Tees. 

Improvements  in  connection  with  the 
ground  ropes  of  trawling  nets. 
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goffings  bp  lf)e  iSag. 

"  (?o  thou  a  long  way  to  learn  anythinij  useful." — 
Xenophon. 


Owing  to  the  usual  meeting  niglit  of  tlie  Central 
Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs  falling  on 
Bank  Holiday,  the  April  delegate  meeting  will  he 
postponed  until  April  11  at  9  p.m. 


Mb.  J.  MoBGAN,  writing  from  Bwlch,  Brecon - 
shire,  says : — "  It  might  interest  you  to  hear  that 
whilst  fishing  in  the  Wye  for  trout  recently  I 
hooked  a  small  trout,  and  in  netting  him  in  he  was 
seized  by  a  large  pike  ;  the  fly  fastened  outside  the 
pike's  lower  jaw,  and  after  playing  him  for  about 
three-quarters  of  an  hour,  I  succeeded  in  landing 
him — a  fish  of  101b." 


Mr.  H.  Dowsett,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards  Angling  Society,  writes :  — "  Dear 
Drag, — This  morning  (March  23)  one  of  our  local 
trawlers,  whilst  fishing  about  seven  miles  off  Win- 
chelsea,  landed  a  plaice  of  15oz.,  marked  with  a 
metal  tablet  as  follows:  E  1598.  Where  can  we 
find  out  particulars  about  this  ? "  [Whoever  has 
lost  this  plaice  should  apply  for  it — soon.] 


John  Fox,  Jun.,  the  author  of  "The  Little 
Shepherd  of  Kingdom  Come,"  who  was  a  war 
correspondent,  during  the  Santiago  campaign,  has 
arrived  in  Japan  and  will  represent  Scribner's 
Magazine  exclusively  during  the  Russo-Japanese 
war.  It  is  expected  that  every  number  of  Scribner's 
Magazine  will  contain  one  of  Mr.  Fox's  graphic 
descriptions.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  follow  this 
war  in  the  newspapers  owing  to  the  scrappy  nature 
of  the  telegraphic  news ;  but  Mr.  Fox's  continuous 
narrative  will,  it  is  believed,  make  perfectly  clear 
the  various  steps  of  the  campaign. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Southwark  Sea  Angling 
Society,  a  Bohemian  concert  was  given  at  the  head- 
quarters, the  Duke  of  Wurtemberg,  Hatfield- 
street,  Blackfriars,  on  Monday  night.  Mr.  Geo. 
Emberson  (host)  and  Mr.  J.  Lockwood  (musical 
director)  are  to  be  congratulated  on  successful 
arrangements.  The  society  is  "  going  strong,"  and 
some  interesting  outings  and  competitions  will 
shortly  take  place. 


A  NEW,  revised,  and  extended  edition  of  the  hand- 
book on  wrestUng,  pubhshed  as  one  of  the  "  All 
England"  series  in  1889  by  Messrs.  George  Bell  & 
Sons,  and  written  by  Walter  Ai-mstrong  ("  Gil- 
nockie"),  author  of  "  Wrestleana,"  etc.,  will  be 
issued  this  month  and  freely  illustrated.  The  cuts 
will  be  taken  from  well-known  wrestlers,  who  will 
be  put  into  position  by  the  famous  expert  himself. 


At  the  George  and  Dragon,  St.  John-street, 
Clerkenwell,  on  Monday  evening  next,  March  28, 
a  concert  will  be  held  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  W. 
Sparrow  (A.B.S.),  well-known  to  all  anglers.  Mr. 
Sparrow  met  with  a  sad  accident ;  friends  should 
rally  round  him  now. 


A  MEETING  will  be  held  on  Monday  next,  March 
'28,  at  8  p.m.,  at  the  Old  Crown  Hotel,  Weybridge, 
to  discuss  the  question  of  forming  an  angling  asso- 
ciation for  the  Weybridge  district. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Watford  Piscators  will 
be  held  at  the  Maiden  Hotel  on  Friday,  April  29,  at 
7.30  p.m.  sharp.  The  Right  Hon.  T.  F.  Halsey, 
M.P.,  has  kindly  consented  to  occupy  the  chair. 
Application  for  tickets  for  this  interesting  function 
should  be  made  to  Mr.  C.  Spilman,  hon.  sec.  The 
Woodbines,  St.  Albans-road,  Watford. 


The  Fish  Dinner  of  the  Norwich  Angling  Club  on 
March  1 7  was  anything  but  a  fishy  affair.  There  is 
not  the  slightest  doubt  but  that  everything  was  of 
the  very  best.  The  menu  consisted  of  mock  turtle 
Houp,  turbot  and  Dutch  sauce,  smelts,  fried  filleted 
sole,  skate  and  bla(;k  butter,  whitebait,  mussels, 
cockles,  winkles,  and  shrimps.  But  they  also  had 
something  substantial — that  is  to  say,  if  they  should 
happen  to  require  it — roast  beef,  saddles  of  mutton, 
boiled  legs  of  mutton,  and  wound  up  with  cheese 
and  celery.  Verily  a  feast  for  the  gods,  my  masters  ! 


I  UNDERSTAND  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Hussey 
have  removed  permanently  from  Walmer  to  Salis- 
bury House,  Royal  Parade,  Deal,  which  they 
propose  to  run  as  a  first-class  boarding-house. 
From  Easter  onwards  thoy  will  be  glad  to  see  their 
angling  and  other  friends  who  may  be  wanting 
accoiiunodation  in  "  the  old  town  by  tlic  soa." 


"  The  Collie  :  as  a  Show  Dog,  Companion,  and 
Worker"  (by  Hugh  Dalziel),  revised  by  J. 
Maxtee,  is  a  splendid  shilling's  worth  published  by 
L.  Upcott  Gill,  Bazaar  Buildings,  Drury  >  Lane, 
W.C.  It  is  profusely  illustrated,  and  has  run  into  a 
third  edition.  In  actual  practice "  (says  the 
publisher's  preface)  "  it  has  been  found  that 
whether  a  collie  be  kept  purely  as  a  fancier's  dog, 
or,  as  it  is  more  extensively,  as  a  companion,  or  both, 
the  greatest  stumbling-block  to  the  novice  is  to 
grasp  the  principles  that  underlie  the  science  of 
breeding,  etc.  There  are  chapters  devoted  to  feed- 
ing, exercising,  and  grooming,  together  with  the 
training  necessary  to  fit  a  collie  for  the  house  and  as  a 
companion.  Every  lover  of  dogs  should  certainly 
possess  a  copy  of  "  The  Collie."  This  book  is  of 
more  than  ordinary  vahie  to  the  general  dog-lover, 
the  chapter  on  "  Breeding  "  being  very  lucidly  and 
simply  written.  To  attempt  to  improve  on  Hugh 
Dalziel  would  be  to  gild  refined  gold,  but  Mr. 
Maxtee  has  certainly  been  very  successful  in  bring- 
ing this  chapter  up-to-date.  His  remarks  on 
atavism,  prepotency,  sympathetic  deviation,  and 
the  much-debated  question  of  superfcEtation,  are 
well  wortliy  of  the  attention  of  breeders  other  than 
those  specially  of  the  collie,  and  cannot  fail  to 
nterost  all  dog-lovcrs. 


The  Angler's  Vow. 
(Copyright.) 

We  were  three  jolly  fishermen, 

And  fishing  we  all  went ; 
Our  names  were  Teddy,  Joe,  and  Ben, 

And  we  were  well  content — 

Bold  boys  ! 
Ah  !  we  were  well  content. 

Oh  then  we  up  and  vowed  a  vow, 
If  we  should  toil  all  night ; 

Till  we  caught  one  fish  anyhow. 
We'd  have  no  sup  nor  bite. 

Chorus  : 

1  grieve  to  say  we  fished  all  day. 
With  bait,  and  line  and  hook  ; 

'Twas  sorry  sport  I  must  report. 
For  not  one  fish  we  took. 

The  noble  hamper  safe  aboard. 

Smiled  on  our  woeful  pain ; 
We  spoke  of  what  we'd  snugly  stored. 

Then  turned  to  fish  again — 

Bold  boys  ! 
In  tears  we  turned  again. 

That  hamper  held  pale  ale  and  hock. 
Dried  haddocks,  ham  and  beef. 

And  now  and  then  Ben  did  take  stock, 
But  that  brought  no  relief. 

Two  days  and  nights  with  ne'er  a  grin 
We  fished,  but  nought  would  come  ; 

Then  Ben  and  Joe  invested  in 
A  mild  delirium — 

Bold  boys ! 

A  tame  delirium  ; 

The  third  night  Ben  dived  overboard. 
It  made  me  cry  with  pain. 

He  said  the  bait  must  be  restored. 
Then  climbed  aboard  again. 

At  morn  I  thought  I  felt  a  tug, 

"A  bite,  a  bite,"  I  cried. 
A  fish  I  landed  safe  and  snug. 

But  'twas  a  haddock  dried — 

Bold  boys  ! 
A  shilling  haddock  dried. 

But  still  it  was  a  fish  I  trow 
Whatever  folks  may  think, 

So  we  as  we'd  fulfilled  our  vow 
Began  to  eat  and  drink. 

Chorus  : 

By  night  and  day  we  fished  away 

Until  we  nearly  died. 
Nor  dropped  the  sport  until  we  caught 

A  shilling  haddock  dried. 

— Henry  Lloyd. 


You  were  loaded,"  said  the  justice  to  Charles 
and  Philip  Gimn  as  they  were  led  to  the  bar  by 
Policeman  Burns,  who  had  found  them  drunk. 
"  Were  you  ever  pointed  in  my  direction  before  ?  " 
"  No,  sir,"  the  Gunns  responded  in  chorus.  "  Both 
barrels  discharged,"  said  the  court. 


"  It  is  a  positive  fact,  I  can  assure  you,"  said  the 
angling  liar  who  was  telling  some  incredulous 
friends  of  a  mighty  501b.  codfish  he  had  met  wdth. 
"  I  know  the  weight  is  correct,  I  saw  the  fish 
weighed,  and  seeing's  believing,  you  know."  "  Not 
invariably,"  cooed  Truthful  Tommy  ;  "  forinstance, 
at  the  present  moment  I  can  see  you,  but  I'll  be 

hanged  if  I  "    "  Eh  !    What  ?  "    And  that's 

how  the  trouble  began. 


A  fODKLSH  caught  at  the  mouth  of  the  Warsbeck, 
Northumberland,  had  in  its  stomach  a  gold  disc, 
engraved  on  which  was  the  name  of  William  Drys- 
dale,  Dudley.  The  disc  seems  to  have  gone  through 
quite  an  adventurous  career.  Mr.  William  Drysdale, 
Gosforth,  near  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  has  written  to 
the  possessor,  a  Blyth  gentleman,  claiming  the  disc. 
It  is,  says  Mi'.  Drysdale,  the  centre  part  of  a  medal 
that  he  has,  and  that  was  won  by  his  father  at 
Dudley  Poultry  Show  close  upon  thirty  years  ago. 
Mr.  Drysdale,  jun.,  lost  the  disc  whilst  on  a  visit  to 
A^hington  ten  years  ago.  He  surmises  that  the 
centre  was  carried  out  to  sea  with  refuse,  and  swal- 
lowed by  the  fish. 

When  the  Heart  is  Heavy,  the  Rod  is  Heavy. 

Trudging  home  with  basket  empty. 
As  the  moonbeams  softly  steal, 

Tho'  the  rod's  a  cane  ten-footer. 
Fitted  with  the  lightest  reel. 

As  you  swing  it  grumpily 

What  a  dreadful  weight  you  feel  ! 

If  another  night  returning 

With  a  goodly  store  of  fish. 
And  the  rod's  a  shocking  old  'un. 

Cracking  joints  at  every  swish. 
You  don't  seem  to  find  it  heavy. 

But  as  light  as  you  could  wish. 

— R.  Wabben  Vernon. 


E.\rERiENOE  is  the  comb  a  man  acquires  after  he 
has  lost  his  hair. 


It  is  not  the  great  sea  serpent  this  time  nor  an 
American  fish  story,  but  a  tall  tale  from  the  Far' 
East  that  has  reached  me.  Says  the  writer  ; — "  A 
friend  who  has  been  on  a  shooting  trip  somewhat 
over  a  thousand  miles  ap  the  Yangtsze  has  just 
returned.  He  knows  little  about  fish,  and  does  not 
give  a  very  clear  account  of  the  monster  he  recently 
saw  being  cut  up  and  sold.  Returning  from 
Pahchow  Island,  which  is  about  thirty  miles  below 
Ichang,  he  stopped  for  the  night  at  a  town 
called  Etu,  intending  to  ascend  a  large  river 
that  flows  into  the  Yangtsze  at  this  point-  Here 
he  heard  of  a  big  fish  that  had  been  towed  to  the 
place  and  hauled  up^from  the  river,  and  when  he 
went  to  see  it  found  the  vendors  hard  at  work  at 
each  end  cutting  up  the  fish  with  hatchets  and 
knives,  and  selling  it.  As  he  approached  the  thing, 
and  the  crowd  opened  out,  it  gave  him  the  impres- 
sion of  the  wrecked  hull  of  a  junk,  bottom  up  (it 
was  not  far  from  the  river),  and  though  the  head 
and  tail  were  gone,  tlie  dorsal  and  anal  fins 
remained,  and  a  moment's  examination  showed 
it  to  be  a  gigantic  fish.  He  says  the  flesh 
was  exceedingly  coarse  in  grain,  and  the  colour 
of  very  dark  beef.  He  said  he  could  not  estimate 
the  weight,  but  that  night  he  met  a  Chinese  who 
had  been  a  fellow  passenger  with  him  from 
Shanghai  to  Hankow,  who  spoke  English,  and  the 
story  of  the  big  fish  cropped  up. 

***** 
"  This  man  saw  it  being  hauled  over  logs  from 
the  river,  and  had  a  good  opportunity  of 
observing  its  proportions,  and  on  being  asked 
about  its  dimensions,  said  he  thought  it  was 
at  least  thirty  feet  long,  and  certainly  not  less 
than  twenty  piculs,  probably  more  than  that. 
Now  twenty  piculs  are  a  fraction  over  2666 
pounds  avoirdupois.  My  friend  made  a  rough 
sketch  of  the  carcase,  but  the  drawing  being  minus 
head  and  tail  it  is  difficult  to  determine  what  the 
fish  was.  He  did  not  observe  whether  the  beast 
possessed  .the  osseous  bucklers  of  Acipenser  or  the 
minute  stellate  ossifications  of  Psephurus  gladius. 
That  it  was  one  of  these  Chondrostei  I  feel  sure, 
and  am  inclined  to  think  it  was  the  last-named, 
as  the  bucklers  of  the  first-mentioned  are  such 
prominent  objects  that  they  should  have  attracted 
attention.  It  is  said  that  there  are  two  species  of 
Scaphirhynchus  and  one  Polyodon  in  the  Yangtsze, 
beside  Psephurus  gladius,  and  that  they  grow  to  an 
enormous  size.  The  porpoises  of  this  big  river  are 
often  taken  above  a  thousand  pounds  in  weight. 
The  sequel  to  this  capture  was  tragic,  for  my  friend, 
on  returning  to  Etu  after  his  trip  up  the  neigh- 
bouring river,  learned  that  two  hundred  or  more  of 
those  persons  who  had  eaten  portions  of  this  fish 
had  died  from  the  efi'ects  in  a  few  hours,  although 
it  is  a  common  article  of  food  among  the  Chinese." 
«  *  *  «  « 

I  have  little  to  add  to  the  above  account  beyond 
the  fact  that  the  skull  of  the  fish  having  fortunately 
been  preserved,  Japan  has  secured  it,  and  it  is  being 
fitted  up  as  a  cruiser  for  use  against  Russia.  The 
portion  of  flesh  which  poisoned  the  200  Chinese 
should  not  have  been  eaten — it  was  merely  the  offal  ; 
the  good  meat  had  already  been  taken  away  and 
preserved.  It  is  held  in  reserve  as  sufficient  rations 
for  the  Japanese  army  for  two  years.  Dragnet. 
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THE  ANGLEKS'  TOUKNAMENT  AT 
THE  NEW  YOEK  SPOETSMEN'S 
SHOW. 


A  GREAT  improvement  over  the  previous  years 
was  made,  says  the  American  Field,  in  the  care  of 
the  angling  fraternity  at  the  tenth  annual  sports- 
men's show,  held  in  Madison-square  Garden, 
Feb.  19  to  March  5.  Last  year  the  casting  was 
done  on  the  lake  and  was  limited  to  certain  hours 
of  the  day  and  evening,  and  toward  the  end  of  the 
tournament  the  water  was  in  such  a  condition  that 
pood  work  with  the  rod  and  line  was  impossible, 
This  year,  however,  an  immense  tank,  about  lOin, 
deep,  9ft.  wide,  and  190ft.  long,  was  installed  in  the 
north  gallery  of  the  garden,  and  here  the  devotees 
of  the  gentle  art  could  practise  to  their  hearts' 
content,  from  the  time  the  show  opened  at  ten 
o'clock  a.m.,  until  it  closed  at  11  p.m.,  the  regular 
events  being  held  at  .3.30  and  8.30  p.m.  each  day. 
The  water  was  at  all  times  clear,  and  the  bottom 
of  the  tank  was  covered  with  a  thin  layer  of 
gravel  that  made  its  likeness  to  a  stream  quite 
natural. 

The  casting  was  in  charge  of  a  competent  and 
hardworking  committee  of  five,  Harold  G.  Hender- 
son, Robert  B.  Lawrence,  C.  G.  Levison,  T.  Elmer 
Batten,  and  David  T.  Abercrombie,  the  latter 
filling  the  arduous  duties  of  clerk  and  scorekeeper. 
Seventeen  well-known  anglers  constituted  the 
general  committee.  The  contests  were  governed 
by  two  judges  and  a  referee,  and,  except  in  the 
events  open  to  all,  no  one  was  allowed  to  compete 
who  had  ever  fished  for  a  living,  been  a  guide  op 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  or  sale  of  fishing 
tackle. 

The  programme  did  not  contain  an  event  for  lady 
anglers,  but,  on  Feb.  26.  Miss  Margaret  Gordon 
aad  Miss  Olive  Spencer  showed  that  they  knew 
something  about  fly-casting.  They  were  taken  in 
hand  by  Secretary  Abercrombie.  who  explained 
the  methods  of  casting  a  fly  and  handling  a  fish, 
supposing  the  ladies  were  novices.  They  were 
supplied  with  the  best  of  tackle,  and,  to  Dave's 
astonishment.  Miss  Gordon  cast  68ft.  oin.,  and 
Miss  Spencer  67ft.  6in. 

The  events  on  the  programme  were  fairly  well 
filled,  and  the  prizes  were  handsome  badges  of  gold, 
silver,  and  bronze,  the  design  being  the  company's 
official  seal — a  moose  head — mounted,  with  clasps 
attaching  them  to  heavy  gros-grain  ribbons,  the 
gold  medals  being  for  first  prizes,  silver  for  second, 
and  bronze  for  third.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
events  was  Class  R  in  the  afternoon  of  March  1 — 
dry-fly  casting  for  accuracy.  The  scores  were  very 
close,  and  the  first  prize  was  won  by  R.  B.  Lawrence 
of  X  ew  York.  Reub.  Leonard  distinguished  himself 
in  the  right  and  left  hand  fly  casting  for  distance 
only,  his  longest  cast  with  the  right  hand  being 
102ft.,  and  with  the  left  92ft.,, an  average  of  the 
same  figure  for  the  four  casts:^  L.  S.  Darling  and 
D.  T.  Abercrombie  made  better  work  with  the  left 
hand  than  with  the  right  in  this  event.  The  scores 
and  a  list  of  the  winners  of  the  different  badges 
were  as  follows :  — 

Class  A.— Trout  fly-casting,  for  distance  only. 
Open  to  youths  not  over  twenty  years  of  age. 
Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 
Judges,  J.  D.  Smith,  M.  H.  Smith  ;  referee,  A.  B. 
Douglass  : 

First— R.  F.  Cruikshank,  Isew  York,  67ft. 
Second — H.   G.   Henderson,   jun..   New  York 
56ft.  6in. 

Class  B. — Trout  fly-casting  contest,  for  distance 
only.  Open  only  to  tho.se  who  have  never  cast 
more  than  60ft.  in  any  single  hand,  club  or  tourna- 
ment contest.  Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader 
tinrestricted.  .Judges,  R.  B.  Lawrence,  H.  G.  Hen- 
derson ;  referee,  C.  G.  Levison. 

First— Arthur    F.    Gotthold,    Brooklyn.    N  Y 
'i'ttt.  8in. 

cond— Wolfe  Waters,  Bath  Beach,  6.5ft. 
lird- C.  R.  Woodward,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  62ft.  9in 
'  H.  Smith,  Brooklyn,  X.Y.,  .56ft. 
ia.s8  C. — Switch  trout  fly-casting  contest.  Dis- 
tance only.    Open  to  all  excepting  tho.se  who  have 
cast  more  than  7.5ft.  in  any  similar  club  or  tourna- 
ment contest.    An  obstacle  will  be  placed  1.5ft. 
back  of  the  contestant.    Weight  of  rod  and  length 
of  leader  unrestricted.    .Judges,  W.  T.  Morrison, 
H.  G.  Hender.son  ;  referee,  C.  G.  Levison  : 
First — R.  F.  Cruik.shank,  New  York,  7.3ft. 
Second— L.  S.  Darling,  New  York,  68ft.  Oin. 
Third — D.  Brandreth,  Ossining,  N.Y.,  64ft. 
V.  R.  Grimwood,  Brooklyn,  61ft.  6in.  ;   D.  T. 


Abercrombie,  New  York,  53ft.  9in.  ;  A.  B.  Douglass 
Eustis,  Me.,  54ft. 

R.  F.  Cruikshank  and  L.  S.  Darling  tied  in  this 
event  with  72ft.  each,  and  the  former  won  on  the 
cast-off,  as  above. 

Class    D. — Single-handed    bait-casting  contest 
Distance  only.     Open  to  all  excepting  those  wlio 
have  cast  more  than  100ft.  in  any  similar  contest 
Five  casts  shall  be  made  overhead  with  ^oz.  rubbo 
frog,  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee.    The  longest 
cast  to  count.    Each  contestant  may  make  no 
more  than  three  trial  casts  before  casting  to  score 
No  limit  to  weight  of  rod  or  line,  but  cast  must  be 
made  from  free-running  reel.    Should  the  frog  fall 
outside  the  side  boundaries  of  the  tank  the  cast 
shall  count  but  will  not  be  scored.    Judges,  Robert 
Lefferts,  R.  B.  Lawi-ence  ;  referee,  C.  G.  Levison  : 
First — Hiram  W.  Hawes,  Central  Valley,  N.Y. 
107ft. 

Second— C.  M.  Luckey,  Plainfield,  N.J.,  102ft.  4in 
Third— Wolfe  Waters,  Bath  Beach,  Long  Island 
100ft.  ■Oin. 

V.  R.  Grimwood,  Brooklyn,  90ft.  9in.  ;  E.  J.  Mills 
New  York,  85ft.  4in.  ;  L.  S.  Darling,  New  York 
8.5ft.  ;  D.  T.  Abercrombie,  New  York,  78ft.  ;  H.  G 
Henderson,  sen..  New  York,  65ft.  ;  Milton  H.  Smith 
Brooklyn,  54ft. 

Class  E. — Black  bass  fly-casting  contest.  Distance 
only  to  count.    A  fly  on  No.  4  hook  to  be  used 
These  will  be  furnished  by  the  committee.  Open 
only  to  tliose  who  have  never  cast  more  than  75ft 
in  any  similar  contest  in  either  club  or  open  tourna 
ment.    Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unre 
stricted.    Judges,   J.   D.   Smith,  W.   B.  Moore 
referee,  R.  B.  Lawrence. 

First— W.  D.  Cloyes,  Cortland,  N.Y.,  80ft. 

Second— R.  F.  Cruikshank,  New  York,  79ft.  6in. 

Third- J.  H.  Cruikshank,  New  York,  77ft.  9in. 

Wolfe  Waters,  Bath  Beach,  N.Y.,  72ft.  ;  Arthur 
F.  Gotthold,  Brooklyn,  72ft.  ;  V.  R.  Grimwood, 
Brooklyn,  71ft.  ;  D.  T.  Kennedy,'  New  York 
70ft.  6in.  ;  H.  G.  Henderson,  sen..  New  York,  70ft. 
Will  K.  Park,  Philadelphia,  69ft.  ;  W.  T.  Morrison, 
Newark,  N.J.,  67ft. 

Class  F. — Light  trout  fly-rod  contest.  Distance 
only.  Rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  5oz.  For 
allowances  see  Rule  16.  Open  only  to  those  who 
have  never  cast  more  than  60ft.  in  any  similar 
contest  in  either  club  or  open  tournament  with  a 
rod  of  5oz.  or  less.  Judges,  C.  G.  Levison,  R.  B. 
Lawrence  :  referee,  Hiram  W.  Hawes. 

First— H.  G.  Henderson,  New  York,  67ft. 

Second — D.  Brandreth,  Ossining,  N.Y.,  6.5ft.  9in 

Third— C.  R.  Woodward,  New  York,  63ft. 

Wolfe  Waters,  Bath  Beach,  Long  Island,  62ft. 

Class  G. — Switch  trout  fly-casting  contest.  Dis- 
tance only.  Open  to  all.  Weight  of  rod  and  length 
of  leader  unrestricted. 

An  obstacle  will  be  placed  15ft.  back  of  the 
contestant.  Judges,  H.  G.  Henderson,  W.  B. 
Moore  ;  referee,  M.  H.  Smith. 

First — Reuben  C.  Leonard,  Central  Valley,  N.Y., 
95ft. 

Second— H.  W.  Hawes,  Central  Valley,  N.Y.,  90ft. 
Third— L.  S.  Darling,  New  York,  69ft.  Oin. 
D.  T.  Abercrombie,  New  York,  54ft. 
Class  H. — Light  trout  fly-casting  contest.  Dis- 
tance only.    Rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  5oz. 
For  allowances  see  Rule  16.    Open  only  to  those 
who  have  never  cast  more  than  75ft.  in  any  similar 
contest  in  either  club  or  open  tournament  with  a  rod 
weighing  5oz.  or  less.    Judges,  D.  T.  Abercrombie, 
R.  B.  Lawrence  ;  referee,  Milton  H.  Smith. 
First— C.  G.  Levison,  Brooklyn,  74ft. 
Second— J.  H.  Cruikshank,  New  York,  71ft.  4in. 
Third — H.  G.  Henderson,  .sen..  New  York,  69ft. 
W.  H.  Hammett,  Newport,  R.I.,  66ft.  2in.  ;  T.  E. 
Batten,  Montclair,  N.J.,  57ft.  ;  D.  T.  Kennedy,  New 
York,  51ft.  9in. 

Class  I. — Light  rod  trout  fly-casting  contest. 
Distance  only.  Rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  4oz. 
For  allowances  see  Rule  16.  Open  only  to  those 
who  have  never  cast  more  than  75ft.  in  any  similar 
club  or  open  tournament  contest  with  a  rod  weigh- 
ing 4oz.  or  less.  Length  of  leader  unrestricted. 
Judges,  D.  T.  Abercrombie,  H.  G.  Henderson,  sen.  ; 
referee,  Milton  H.  Smith. 

First- W.  D.  Cloyes,  Cortland,  N.Y,  79ft.  6in. 
Second — J.  H.  Cruikshank,  New  York,  73ft.  6in. 
Third— W.  H.  Hammett,  Newport,  R.I.,  65ft.  6in. 
R.  B.  Lawrence,  New  York,  65ft.  ;  W.  T.  Morri- 
son, Newark,  N.J.,  63ft.  5in. 

Class  J.- — Trout  fly-casting  contest.  Forward 
obstacle.  Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  A  hori- 
zontal bar  or  tape,  supported  by  two  upright  posts, 
one  on  each  side  of  the  tank,  under  which  the  cast 
must  be  made,  will  be  placed  in  front  of  the  con- 
testants at  a  distance  of  30ft.  and  Oft.  above  the 
water  level.  Distance  between  the  posts,  within 
which  the  casts  must  be  made  under  the  bar,  is  9ft. 
Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 
Judges,  J.  H.  Cruikshank,  E.  S.  Mills ;  referee, 
R.  B.  Lawrence  : 


First— A.  B.  Douglass,  Eustis,  Me.,  61ft. 

Second — C.  G.  Levison,  Brooklyn,  60ft.  Oin. 

Third— T.  E.  Batten,  Montclair,  N.J.,  57ft.  3in. 

L.  S.  Darling,  New  York,  57ft.  ;  D.  Brandreth, 
Ossining,  N.Y.,  56ft.  ;  W.  H.  Hammett,  Newport, 
R.I.,  54ft.  Oin.  ;  D.  T.  Abercrombie,  Now  York, 
53ft.  ;  H.  G.  Henderson,  son..  Now  York,  52ft. 

Class  K. — Black  bass  fly-casting  contest.  Dis- 
tance only.  Open  to  all  excepting  those  who  have 
cast  85ft.  in  any  similar  contest  in  either  club  or 
open  tournament.  A  fly  on  No.  4  hook  to  be  used, 
to  be  furnished  by  the  committee.  Weight  of  rod 
and  length  of  leader  unrestricted.  Judges,  Milton 
H.  Smith,  W.  T.  Morrison  ;  referee.  Dr.  D.  L. 
Parker  : 

First— L.  S.  Darling,  New  York,  81ft.  lOin. 

Second — D.  T.  Abercrombie,  New  York,  72ft.  4in. 

Third— W.  H.  Hammett,  Newport,  R.I..  71ft.  5in. 

E.  H.  Fitch,  New  York,  64ft.  3in.  ;  A.  F.  Gotthold, 
Brooklyn,  64ft.  3in. 

Class  L. — Bait-casting  contest.  Distance  only. 
Open  to  all.  Stripping  the  line,  "  Greanwood  Lake 
style,"  with  ^oz.  rubber  frog,  to  be  furnished  by 
the  committee.  No  limit  to  rod  or  line  or  reel,  but 
cast  must  not  be  made  from  the  reel.  The  longest 
cast  forward,  made  within  the  five  minutes  succeed- 
ing the  time  the  contestant  announces  "  Ready,"  to 
count.  Unless  the  frog  falls  within  the  side  boim- 
daries  of  the  tank  the  cast  shall  not  score.  Frog 
must  touch  the  water  on  the  back  cast,  and  be 
raised  therefrom  for  each  forward  cast.  Judges, 
W.  D.  Cloyes,  H.  G.  Henderson,  sen.  ;  referee,  C.  G. 
Levison  : 

First— D.  Brandreth,  Ossining,  N.Y.,  93ft. 

Second — L.  S.  Darling,  New  York,  92ft.  9in. 

Third— D.  T.  Abercrombie,  New  York,  88ft.  (iin. 

M.  Culhane,  New  York,  86ft.  ;  A.  J.  Marsh, 
Brooklyn,  85ft.  :  Milton  H.  Smith,  BrookljTi,  71ft. 

Class  M. — Single-handed  bait-casting  contest  for 
distance  and  accuracy.  Open  to  all  excepting  those 
who  have  cast  more  than  100ft.  with  a  |oz.  lure  in 
either  club  or  open  tournament.  Five  casts  shall 
be  made  for  distance  with  a  ^oz.  rubber  frog,  to  be 
furnished  by  the  committee.  Ten  casts  shall  be 
made  for  accuracy — five  at  each  of  two  buoys — 
60ft.  and  70ft.  distance  from  casting  point.  The.se 
casts  to  be  made  with  Joz.  rubber  frog,  and  for  each 
foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot  that  the  frog  falls  from  the 
buoy  cast  at  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be  counted :  the 
sum  total  of  such  demerits  divided  by  ten  shall  be 
considered  the  demerit  per  cent.  The  demerit  per 
cent,  deducted  from  one  hundred  shall  be  the  accu- 
racy per  cent.  For  distance,  five  casts  shall  be 
made,  and  the  average  added  to  the  percentage  of 
accuracy  shall  constitute  the  score.  Highest  wins. 
No  limit  to  rod  or  line  or  method  of  casting,  but  all 
casts  must  be  made  from  a  free-rimning  reel.  Should 
frog  fall  outside  the  side  boundaries  of  the  tank,  the 
cast  shall  coimt,  but  will  not  be  scored.  Two  trial 
casts  for  distance  and  one  trial  cast  at  each  buoy 
may  be  made  by  each  contestant  before  casting  to 
score.  Judges,  W.  D.  Cloyes,  J.  S.  Farlee  ;  referee, 
H.  G.  Henderson,  sen.  : 

'  Distance — • — ■  --Accuracy— ^ 

N.ame  1      2      3      4     .5   1  2  3  4  5  Av.  Ttl. 

1st— E.  J.  Mills....  82.3    0  .  87.6  58     5    228  139.7 

New  York   2      8      5      2     0  11  9754   60  6 

2nd— C.  M.  Luckey  50    75.6  69.6  30   32    257  125 

Plaintielil,  N.  .T.  .  10    15    28    30   35  42  29  25  25  19  258  5 

3id— M.  H.  Smith  .65      0    37    43.613    206  124.4 

New  York   30    11     14     13     5  20  6  20  19  34  172  3 

D.  T.  Abercrombie.  15  6   0      0      0     1   15.6  77 

New  Y^ork   40     15     45     36     4  10  20  51  32  5  258  4 

C.  G.  Levison  218    . . 

Brooklyn,  withdrew. 

Class  N. — Contest  for  accuracy.  Open  to  all.  No 
restriction  as  to  weight  of  rod  and  line.  The  con- 
test is  to  be  conducted  as  follows  :  When  the  con- 
testant has  taken  his  place  on  the  platform  and  has 
said  "  Ready,"  he  shall  begin  to  cast  at  a  buoy,  and 
after  saying  "  Count,"  or  after  having  made  fiv-e 
casts,  the  subsequent  five  shall  be  noted  for  record. 
The  buoy  shall  be  placed  against  the  bank  of  the 
stream  and  30ft.  from  contestant  under  an  over- 
hanging bush,  which  shall  extend  3ft.  over  and  be 
3ft.  above  the  water.  The  score  shall  be  kept  as 
follows  :  The  buoy  at  which  the  casts  are  made  is  a 
semicircular  disc  6ft.  in  diameter.  It  is  level  with 
the  surface  of  the  water  and  marked  by  concentric 
circles  Oin.  apart.  The  fly  landing  in  the  centre 
coimts  ten,  in  the  next  space  nine,  in  the  next  space 
eight,  and  so  on  down  to  five.  The  highest  score 
wins  the  contest.  Judges,  W.  P.  Howell,  J.  H. 
Cruikshank  ;  referee,  R.  H.  Klotz. 


Name. 


1st  2nd  3rd'""4th  5th 
Cast.  Cast.  Cast.  Cast.  Cast. 


First,  F.  M.  Sjiiegle   6  5  2  6  5 

Second,  M.  S.  La  Branch  ...  0  8  1  3  S 

Third,  D.  Brandreth   0  3  0  5  0 

D.  T.  Abercrombie   6  0  2  0  4 

W.  H.  Hammett   3  0  O  5  0 

D.  T.  Kennedy   2  6  0  0  0 

Cast-off  of  tie  for  3rd  prize. 

D.  Brandreth   0  o  4  3  5 

D.  T.  AberciTombie   2  4  0  Ji  0 


TotaL 
24 
20 
12 

1^  I 
S 
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ANOLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  &,g. 


'  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 


Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Private  Lake,  two  miles  in  circumference, 
and  River  (also  private)  of  about  IJ  miles, 
well  Btooked  with  good  fish  of  all  kinds 


Coarse  Fishing  CLOSED  until  June  15. 
Trout  Fishing  OPENS  on  river,  April  1. 
GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 


Board  and  Residence  from  31  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Koom  Is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel.   

Telegrams :  GRIFFITHS,  Frbhsham  Pond.Churt. 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  JUiddlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
itoach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  statiom.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 


Sizes  of  Fish  : 


Pike,  18  inch. 
Chub,  7  inch. 
Kudd,  6  inch. 
Tench,  8  Inch. 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  1  inch. 


Coarse  Fishing  closed  until  June  15. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBDIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  6d.  per 
day,  Winter ;  it.  id.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  22  i  lbs. 
Good  ie«  fishing. 

W.  VICKERT,  Proprietor. 


CASTLE  HOTEL 

Hasiingsm 

Coffee  Room,  Smoking  Lounge, 
Billiard  Room. 

Moderate  tariff.   Special  week  or  week-end  terms. 


Headquarters  of  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  Angling  Society ;  also  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival 
'Buses  meet  all  trains.  Excellent 
Stabling,  Motor  and  Cycle  Houses 
adioining  Hotel. — Apply, 

H.  BOYCE. 


ST.  NEOTS. 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

On  the  Banks  of  the  Ouse. 


Good  Winter  Fishing :  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and 
Chub.  Every  Accommodation  for  visiting 
Anglers.  Illustrated  Booklet  and  Tariff  on 
application.— Frkd.  Bkkson,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY_HOTEL, 


The  Fishing  began  on  March  i.    Boats  and  , 
Rooms  should  be  booked  early. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  ROUGH  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET. 

Modern  Hotel,  with  every  Convenience  and  Comfort  for  Anglers. 

PENSION,   IOb.  6dL.   JL  DAY. 

Station:  Llanfyllin.  Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy." 


WHALES, 


FORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.   135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.    AUsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 

Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5*.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.I.C.,  &c.— Address,  Pbopkibtor. 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.  Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charging  apparatus. 

M.  WALTERS. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 
THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modern  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogle.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.  Particulars  from  WILLIAM 
Donaldson,  Manager. 


ABERSKY  HOUSE, 

INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

TO  LET  for  Months  of  MAY  and  JUNE. 

Five  bedrooms  and  two  public  rooms  ; 
hot  and  cold  water  ;  nice  garden.  Boat 
on  Loch  Ruthven,  which  yields  excel- 
lent sport  during  the  above  months. 
Terms,  £25  a  month.  For  further  par- 
ticulars, apply  J.  Geaham  &  Co.,  Fishing 
Tackle  Makers,  Inverness. 


FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 

Guests  can  be  accommodated  in  charm- 
ing Private  House  in  co.  Cork,  on  banks 
of  lovely  fishing  river ;  Salmon  and 
Trout.  Easily  accessible  and  beautiful 
neighbourhood. — Apply  to  "B.,"  Stam- 
ford Brook  Lodge,  Ravenscourt  Park, 
London,  W. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodorgan,  Anglesey. 

The  above  i.s  the  best  in  North  Wales  for  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lake).  Can  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  or  Bait.  Boats  thoroughly  up-to-date 
and  free  to  Anglers.  Sail  or  row  boats.  Perch, 
Roach,  Sea  and  River  Trouting  within  easy 
distances.  Cuisine,  Wines,  <fec  ,  of  best  quality. 
Terms  moderate. 

.rOHV  H.  BILUNOE,  Proprietor. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 


First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ 
ated  and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
ileggel  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DOffAXDSON,  Proprietor. 


TO  LET. 

Very  Comfortable  Apartments 

Four  or  five  bedrooms  and  two  sitting- 
rooms,  near  River  Teign ;  good  Fishing 
Address,   Mrs.  Leare,  Bella  Marsh, 
Chudleigh,  Devon. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.' '" 
Postal  address  :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele 
grams  :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


SELECT  ANGLERS'  QUARTERS 

At  Ballyshannon,  co.  Donegal,  Ireland. 

Situated  close  to  all  the  best  Salmon 
pools  of  the  River  Erne,  and  within  easy 
distance  of  Free  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  Lough  Melvin.  This  Hotel  is 
almost  new,  with  every  modern  improve 
ment ;  and,  since  its  erection,  has  been 
largely  patronised  by  anglers  coming  to 
fish  the  Erne  and  Lough  Melvin.  It  is 
acknowledged  the  most  comfortable  and 
convenient  quarters  to  reach  the  best 
fishing  grounds  on  the  Erne  and  Lough 
Melvin,  from  and  in  the  shortest  time. 

Proprie/ors— HENDERSON  &  CO., 

Royal  Hotel,  Ballyshannon. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL, 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland— Lough* 
.Mask  and  Cam.  The  lakes  are  only  1^  mflM 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  hU  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cat«T. 
Ing  and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Termi 
on  application.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  8TANNERH,  Proorietor. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,620 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.   Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHXON,  Proprietor, 


KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz.  :  Hotel  Water,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  up  to  live— then  free ;  lieseroed 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.  No  charge  Is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats.  Fishing  from 
the  15th  of  .January  till  end  of  May.— For 
further  particulars  apply  to  H.  .T.  KNIGHT. 
Note  : — All  Hsli  are  retained  by  anglers. 


BANFF,  N.B. 

TO  LET, 

A  First-elass  Stretch  on  the  River 
Deveron. 

Spring  Trout  &  Autumn  Salmon  Fishing. 


I  CHISHOLM,  Fife  Arms  Hotel. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  1, 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  month*, 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England; 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHINO 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4«.  7d.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  A.  H  ECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free., 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

Bright,  bracing  air;  Hotel  adjoins  sea  coast  and  lak«, 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  9-hole  goU 
links.  Lake  Traffells.  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan.  W 
acres,  are  now  included  in  proprietor's  fishing ;  grukd 
Trout  and  Perch  Fishing:  boats  un  all  lakes  includedin 
moderate  tariff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
Rivei  (^rvgill.  best  in  the  early  season,  opened  Marchl. 
A  MODERN  HOITSE.  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea,  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moun- 
tains, with  same  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel,  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address,  T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -      WM.  DOUGLAS. 


Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Neldeb,  Proprietor. 


SMALL  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

For  August  to  Middle  September,  with 
good  Trout    Fishing  with   chance  of 
Salmon.     State  particulars.    C.  A.,  o/o 
J.  W.  ViCKERS,  5,  Nicholas  Lane,  E.G. 


LOUGH  ARROW, 

BOYLE,  IRELAND. 
Best  Free  Trout  Fishing  in  Ireland 
Excellent  and  convenient  acoommoda^ 
tion  for  anglers,  100  yards  from  lake 
Boats,'  men,  cars,  &c.  2|  hours  from 
Dublin. — For  particulars,  apply  to  G. 
AoHESON,  Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle. 
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Class  O. — Light  trout  fly-casting  contest.  Dis- 
tance only.  Rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  4oz. 
See  Rule  16  for  allowance.  Open  to  all  excepting 
those  who  have  cast  more  than  80ft.  in  any  similar 
club  or  tournament  contest  with  a  rod  weighing  4oz. 
or  less.  Length  of  leader  unrestricted.  Judges, 
D.  T.  Abercrombie,  H.  G.  Henderson,  sen.  ;  referee, 
Milton  H.  Smith  : 

First— E.  J.  Mills,  New  York,  79ft.  4in. 

Second — C.  G.  Levison,  Brooklyn,  75ft.  6in. 

Third— W.  D.  Cloves,  Cortland,  N.Y.,  73ft.  4in. 

W.  H.  Hammett,  Newport,  R.I.,  66ft.  Sin.  ;  L.  S. 
Darling,  New  York,  65ft.  Sin.  ;  Gonzalo  Poy,  New 
York,  withdrew. 

Class  P. — Trout  fly-casting  contest.  For  accu- 
racy only.  Open  to  all.  Distance  at  buoys,  40ft., 
4oft.,  and  50ft.  Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader 
unrestricted.  There  shall  be  five  casts  at  each 
buoy.  If  the  fly  falls  within  1ft.  of  the  buoy  cast  at, 
the  cast  shall  be  considered  perfect ;  for  each  foot 
or  fraction  of  a  foot  in  excess  of  1ft.  from  such  buoy 
a  demerit  of  one  shall  be  counted.  The  sum  total 
of  such  demerits  divided  by  fifteen  shall  be  con- 
sidered the  demerit  per  cent.  The  demerit  per  cent, 
deducted  from  one  hundred  shall  be  the  accuracy 
per  cent.,  and  the  highest  score  wins.  Should  the 
fly  be  whipped  off,  time  will  be  allowed  to  replace  it 
and  one  minute  allowed  to  extend  line  to  buoy  then 
to  be  cast  at : 

'—Ho.  of  Cast— > 


1 

G 

Xarae  H 
W.  H.  Hammett   1 


D.  T.  Kennedy   1 

1 


D.  T.  Abercrombie  , 


r.  il.  Spiegle. 


E.  r.  Mills 


D.  B.  Brandreth. 


L  S.  Dirlirg   1 


IL  C.  Leonard  . 


1 


At  50ft. 
At  55ft. 
At  60ft. 

6 

3 

7 

2 

5 

8 


Sci-. 


Winners : 

1st— R.  ('.  Leonard    1 

2nd— L.  S.  Darling   6 

3rd— D.  Brandreth    8 


9fl.94 
99.60 
99.47 


Class  Q. — Light  rod  trout  fly-casting  contest. 
Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  Rod  must  not  weigh 
more  than  4oz.  For  allowances  see  Rule  16. 
Length  of  leader  imrestricted.  Judges,  J.  H. 
Cruikshank,  W.  B.  Moore ;  referee,  Milton  H. 
Smiiii  : 

First— R.  C.  Leonard,  Central  Valley,  N.Y., 
88ft.  9in. 

Second— L.  S.  Darling,  New  York,  79ft. 

Tliird— D.  T.  Abercrombie,  New  York,  71ft.  4in. 

Class  R. — Dry  fly-casting  for  accuracy.  Open 
to  all.  The  flies  to  be  used  in  this  event  will  be  fur- 
nished by  the  committee.  At  buoys  20ft.,  30ft., 
40ft.,  50ft.,  and  60ft.  The  contestant  shall  start 
taking  aim  at  the  first  buoy  by  making  a  reasonable 
number  of  false  or  preparatory  casts  in  the  air,  and 
when  the  distance  is  determined  shall  allow  the  fly 
to  fall  on  the  water  as  near  as  possible  to  the  centre 
of  the  first  buoy.  The  fly  must  be  permitted  to 
remain  floating  on  the  water  a  few  seconds,  and 
then  retrieved  as  delicately  as  possible,  and  the  next 
buoy  aimed  at  in  a  similar  manner,  and  so  on  until 
five  casts  have  been  made,  one  at  each  buoy.  If  fly 
falls  within  1ft.  of  buoy  cast  at,  accuracy  shall  be 
con.sidered  perfect.  For  each  foot  or  fraction  of  a 
foot  in  excess  of  1ft.  from  such  buoy  a  demerit  of 
one  shall  be  counted,  and  for  each  time  the  fly  fails 
to  float  while  on  the  water  a  demerit  of  one  shall 
also  be  counted  ;  the  sum  total  of  such  demerits 
divided  by  five  shall  be  considered  the  demerit  per 
cent.  The  demerit  per  cent,  deducted  from  100 
ahall  be  the  accuracy  per  cent.  Should  the  fly  be 
whipped  off,  time  will  be  allowed  to  attach  a  new 
one.  Judges,  J.  H.  Cruikshank,  L.  S.  Darling  ; 
referee,  Milton  H.  Smith  : 

—Accuracy — < 
1    2   3   4  5 
Xame.  20  30  40  50  60 

First,  R.   B.  Lawrence,  New 

York   5 

Second,  I).  Brandreth,  Ossin- 

in«,  Sew  York   2 

Third,  K.  C.  lAX>i<a,r<l,  Central 

Valley,  New  York   5  8 

I».  T.  Abercrombie,  New  York  4  5 
H.  (J.  Hendersfjn,  New  York  . .  2  4 
C,  ti.  Levison,  Brofjklyn    iJ  3 


2  13  6 
1   3   7  10 


3   4  5 

2  7  9 
6  10  10 

3  1  25 


Ave. 

Total. 

12  5 

97  2-5 

18.5 

96  2-5 

20.5 

96 

22.5 

95  3-5 

23.5 

95  2-5 

31.5 

93  4-5 

Right  and 

left-hand  event.  Distance  only.  Weight  of  rod 
and  length  of  leader  unrestricted.    Open  to  all. 


The  contestant  is  allowed  six  minutes  for  two  alter- 
nate trials  of  one  and  a  half  minute's  duration  to 
cast  with  each  hand.  The  longest  cast  made  during 
each  one-and-a-half  minute  term  shall  be  counted, 
and  the  average  of  these  four  casts  shall  be  the 
score.  Highest  wins.  Judges,  M.  de  Rasloff,  E.  S. 
Mills  ;  referee,  Milton  H.  Smith. 

First — R.  C.  Leonard,  Central  Valley,  N.Y.  : 
Right  102,  89  ;  left  92,  85—92. 

Second— L.  S.  Darling,  New  York  :  Right,  83.6, 
71  ;  left  83.6,  73—77.75. 

Third — H.  G.  Henderson,  sen..  New  York  :  Right 
72.6,  64  ;  left  68,  61—66.37. 

D.  T.  Abercrombie,  New  York  :  Right  69.6,  57  ; 
loft  77,  60—65.90. 

Class  T. — Single-handed  bait-casting  contest  for 
distance  and  accuracy.  Open  to  all.  Five  casts 
shall  be  made  for  distance  with  ioz.  rubber 
frog,  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee.  Ten  casts 
shall  be  made  for  accuracy,  five  at  each  of  two  buoys, 
60ft.  and  80ft.  distance  from  casting  point.  These 
casts  to  be  made  with  loz.  rubber  frog,  and  for 
each  foot  or  fraction  of  a  foot  that  the  frog  falls 
from  the  buoy  cast  at  a  demerit  of  one  shall  be 
counted  ;  the  sum  total  of  such  demerits  divided 
by  ten  shall  be  considered  the  demerit  per  cent. 
The  demerit  per  cent,  deducted  from  100  shall  be  the 
accuracy  per  cent.  For  distance  five  casts  shall  be 
made,  and  the  average  added  to  the  percentage  of 
accuracy  shall  constitute  the  score.  Highest  wins. 
No  limit  to  rod  or  line  or  method  of  casting,  but  all 
casts  must  be  made  from  a  free-running  reel. 
Should  frog  fall  outside  the  side  boundaries  of  the 
tank,  the  cast  shall  count,  but  will  not  be  scored. 
Two  trial  casts  for  distance  and  one  trial  cast  at  each 
buoy  may  be  made  by  each  contestant  before  casting 
to  score.  Judges,  S.  D.  Bowles,  J.  D.  Smith  ; 
referee,  R.  H.  Klotz  : 


Name. 

—Accuracy  > 

/ —   ■  -Distance 

1  2 

3 

4 

5 

12       3  4 

5 

Av. 

6  7 

8 

9 

10 

Ttl. 

Av. 

1st,  R.  C.  Leonard — 

2  5 

9 

2 

3 

120     8'J   100  0 

101 

81.4 

6  14 

3 

17 

8 

59 

94.1 

175.5 

2nd,  C.  G.  Levison — 

3  5 

1 

3 

3 

0     27     66  25.6 

100 

57.7 

6  9 

8 

9 

3 

40 

96 

153.7 

3rd,  C.  M.  Luckey— 

13  4 

18 

9 

5 

50    "73.6  44  42 

97.6 

61.4 

10  25 

54 

6 

11 

145 

85.5 

146.9 

H.  W.  Hawes— 

7  7 

4 

4 

8 

0    106     95  33.6 

34.6 

53.8 

42  6 

7 

12 

6 

93 

90.7 

144.5 

E.  J.  Mills— 

5  10 

2 

8 

7 

95       0       0  106 

0 

40.2 

2  13 

5 

9 

5 

56 

94.4 

134.6 

M.  H.  Smith— 

4  2 

10 

2 

2 

88.6    0       0  0 

86 

34.9 

12  3 

12 

3 

9 

50 

95 

129.9 

H.  G.  Henderson — 

18  25 

16 

6 

2 

52     99.6  39.6  0 

50 

46.4 

15  2 

4 

53 

58 

268 

78.2 

124.6 

L.  S.  Darling— 

23  10 

1 

5 

29 

45       0     79  85 

22.6 

46.3  58  52 

47 

3 

15  243 

76 

123 

D.  T.  Abercrombie— 

6  19  30 

15 

10 

0     51      0  24 

22 

19.4 

19  15 

2 

9 

9 

124 

87.6 

107 

M.  de  Rasloff  and  R.  B.  Lawrence  withdrew. 

Class  U. — Light  trout  fly-rod  contest.  Distance 
only.  Open  to  all.  Rod  must  not  weigh  more 
than  5oz.  For  allowances  see  Rule  16.  Judges, 
Wallace  Goold,  J.  H.  Cruikshank  ;  referee,  M.  H. 
Smith. 

First— R.  C.  Leonard,  Central  Valley,  N.Y.,  94ft. 

Second — L.  S.  Darling,  New  York,  84ft.  6in. 

Third— D.  T.  Abercrombie,  New  York,  69ft. 

H.  G.  Henderson,  New  York,  68ft. 

Class  V. — Trout  fly-casting  contest.  Distance 
only.  Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unre- 
stricted. Open  to  all  excepting  those  who  have 
cast  over  90ft.  in  any  club  or  tournament.  Judges, 
H.  G.  Henderson,  R.  B.  Lawrence  ;  referee,  R.  H. 
Klotz. 

First- E.  J.  Mills,  New  York,  85ft. 

Second— R.  F.  Cruikshank,  New  York,  82ft. 

Third— D.  Brandreth,  Ossining,  N.Y.,  78ft. 

L.  S.  Darling,  New  York,  79ft.  9in.  ;  Dr.  J.  G. 
Knowlton,  New  York,  75ft.  4in.  ;  D.  T.  Aber- 
crombie, New  York,  74ft. 

Class  W.  —  Single-handed  bait-casting.  Dis- 
tance only.  Open  to  all.  Five  casts  shall  be  made 
overhead  for  distance  with  a  ^oz.  rubber  frog,  to  be 
furnished  by  the  committee.  Each  contestant  may 
make  not  more  than  three  trial  casts  before  casting 
to  score.  No  limit  to  weight  of  rod  or  line,  but  cast 
must  be  made  from  free-running  reel.  Should  the 
frog  fall  outside  the  side  boundaries  of  the  tank  the 
cast  shall  count  but  will  not  be  scored.  Longest 
cast  to  count.  Judges,  W.  H.  Kimber,  Dr.  Roger 
Pryor  ;  referee,  R.  H.  Klotz. 

First— E.  J.  Mills,  New  York,  106.10ft. 

Second— H.  W.  Hawes,  Central  Valley,  N.Y., 
102.2ft. 

Third— R.  C.  Leonard,  Central  Valley,  N.Y.,  94ft. 

Milton  H.  Smith,  New  York,  36.6ft. 

Class  X. — Single-handed  trout  fly-casting  contest. 
Distance  only.  Open  to  all  excepting  those  who 
have  cast  over  100ft.    Weight  of  rod  and  length  of 


leader  unrestricted.  .Judges,  H.  P.  Howell,  H.  G. 
Henderson  ;  referee,  R.  B.  Lawrence. 

First— E.  J.  Mills,  Now  York,  91ft.  Cin. 

Second — -L.  S.  Darling,  Now  York,  86ft.  6in. 

Third— W.  R.  Pryor,  New  York,  76ft. 

D.  T.  Abercrombie,  New  York,  74ft.  ;  D.  T. 
Kennedy,  New  York,  69ft. 

Class  Y.— Black  bass  fly-casting  contest.  Dis- 
tance only.  Open  to  all.  A  fly  on  a  No.  4  hook  to 
be  used  ;  the.se  to  be  furnished  by  the  committee. 
Weight  of  rod  and  length  of  leader  unrestricted. 
Judges,  C.  G.  Levison,  H.  G.  Henderson  ;  referee, 
T.  E.  Batten. 

First — R.  C.  Leonard,  jun..  Central  Valley,  N.Y., 
106ft.  lin. 

Second— E.  J.  Mills,  New  York,  94ft. 

Third— H.  W.  Hawes,  Central  Valley,  N.Y., 
93ft.  4in. 

L.  S.  Darling,  New  York,  90ft.  ;  D.  T.  Aber- 
crombie, New  York,  69ft. 

Class  Z. — Single-handed  bait-casting  contest.  Dis- 
tance only.  Open  to  all.  Five  casts  shall  be  made 
overhead  with  ^-oz.  rubber  frog,  to  be  furnished  by 
the  committee.  The  longest  cast  to  count.  Each 
contestant  may  make  not  more  than  three  trial  casts 
before  casting  to  score.  No  limit  to  weight  of  rod 
or  line,  but  cast  must  be  made  from  free-running  reel. 
Should  the  frog  fall  outside  the  side  boundaries  of 
the  tank  the  cast  shall  count  but  will  not  be  scored. 
Judges,  J.  S.  Farlee,  R.  F.  Cruikshank  ;  referee, 
H.  G.  Henderson  : 

First— R.  C.  Leonard,  Central  Valley,  N.Y., 
1 23ft.  4in. 

Second— E.  J.  Mills,  New  York,  114ft. 

Third— H.  W.  Hawes,  Central  Valley,  N.Y., 
109ft.  4in. 

M.  H.  Smith,  New  York,  101ft.  ;  D.  T.  Aber- 
crombie, New  York,  88ft.  ;  C.  M.  Luckey,  Plain- 
field,  N.J.,  69ft. 

Class  ZZ. — Single-handed  trout  fly-casting  con- 
teist.  Distance  only.  Open  to  all.  Weight  of  rod 
and  length  of  leader  unrestricted.  Judges,  C.  G. 
Levison,  Gonzalo  Poy  ;  referee,  Milton  H.  Smith  : 

First— R.  C.  Leonard,  Central  Valley,  N.Y.,  106ft. 

Second— H.  W.  Hawes,  Central  Valley,  N.Y., 
104ft.  2in. 

Third— E.  J.  Mills,  New  York,  96ft. 

L.  S.  Darling,  New  York,  84ft. 

PRIZE  WINNERS. 

1st.    2nd.     3rd.  , 
Rauben  C.  Leonard   8        . .  2 

E.  .1.  Mills    5         2  1 

W.  D.  Cloyes    2        . .  1 

R.  R.  Cruikshank   2  2 

A.  F.  Gotthold    1 

L,  S.  Darling    1         6  1 

D.  Brandreth   1         2  3 

Hiram  \V.  Hawes   1         3  2 

H.  O.  Hender.son    1        . .  2 

C,  G.  Levison    1  3 

W.  H.  Hammett    1        . .  2 

A.  B.  Douglass    1 

F.  M.  Spiegel   1 

R.  B.  Lawrence   1 

C.  M.  Luckey   3 

.7.  H.  Cruikshank    2  1 

H.  G.  Henderson,  jun   1  1 

D.  T.  Abercrombie    1  4 

M.  S.  La  Branch    1 

D.  T.  Kennedy    1 

C.  R.  Woodward    2 

Wolfe  Waters   1 

T.  E.  Batten   1 

Milton  H.  Smith   1 

W.  R.  Pryor    1 


DO  SALMON  FEED  IN  FRESH  WATEE  ? 


We  have  received  particulars  of  an  occurrence 
which  seems  on*  the  face  of  it  to  have  considerable 
importance  with  regard  to  this  problem.  A  gentle- 
man who  does  not  wish  to  give  his  name,  but  as  to 
whose  bona  fides  there  can  be  no  doubt,  called  at  the 
Field  office  on  Friday,  March  18,  with  a  small  fish 
preserved  in  glycerine,  to  all  Appearances  a  roach 
of  about  4in.,  which  had  been  found  in  the 
stomach  of  a  salmon  taken  from  one  of  the 
Hampshire  rivers.  The  following  are  the  facts 
of  the  case  as  we  have  gathered  them  : — The 
salmon  was  caught  by  a  lady  with  a  Grey  Eagle 
fly  on  Tuesday,  March  15,  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  above  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river.  It  was 
a  bright  fish  of  291b.,  and  was  hung  up  in  a  fish  house 
until  Wednesday  morning,  when  it  was  brought  to 
London.  On  Thursday  morning,  as  it  was  decided 
to  cut  the  fish  up  and  present  portions  of  it  to 
friends,  the  services  of  a  fishmonger  were  requisi- 
tioned for  the  purpose,  the  cutting  being  performed 
in  the  presence  of  the  lady  who  had  caught  the 
salmon  and  of  her  cook.  At  the  first  cut  (about  12in. 
below  the  margin  of  the  gill  cover)  the  lady  noticed 
the  tail  of  a  small  fish  which  had  been  severed  by 
the  knife,  and  consequent  search  resulted  in  the  dis- 
covery of  the  roach  in  question  firmly  embedded  in 
the  stomach.  There  are  no  signs  of  teeth  marks  on 
the  little  fish,  but  its  scales  have  been  rubbed  off, 
and  it  had  entered  the  salmon  head  first.  We  may 
add  that  the  gentleman  will  be  pleased  to  answer 
any  questions  on  the  subject. — Field,  March  19. 
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Xettets  to  the  Ebitor, 

[  We.  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

DO  SALMON  FEED  LIKE  OTHER  FISH  IN 
FRESH  WATER  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Recently  I  was  fishing  on  some 
private  water,  when  about  midday  the  March 
Browns  began  to  come  down  in  battalions,  and  the 
trout  to  rise  in  all  directions.  A  little  way  below 
where  1  was  standing  I  saw  what  I  thought  was 
the  nose  of  a  grand  trout  taking  every  fly  that 
passed  down  the  stream,  and  I  hurried  on  to  see 
if  he  would  take  my  March  Brown,  and  sure  enough, 
directly  the  fly  alighted,  it  was  taken  ;  but,  alas  ! 
instead  of  being  a  grand  trout,  it  was  a  big  kelt, 
which  at  once  dashed  across  the  river  and  broke 
my  fine  tackle.  I  soon  put  on  another  cast,  but 
was  again  broken  three  times.  The  following  day 
I  went  to  the  same  place  and  again  saw  heavy  fish 
taking  March  Browns.  This  time  I  had  on  a 
stronger  cast,  and  soon  landed  two  kelts,  one  of 
which  had  one  of  my  March  Browns  of  the  previous 
day  in  its  upper  jaw.  I  labelled  both  the  fish  and 
returned  them  to  the  river  :  one  was  thirty-one 
inches  and  the  other  thirty-four  inches  long.  We 
are  labelling  all  kelts  we  catch,  and  keeping  a 
return  showing  all  particulars  as  to  weight,  sex, 
etc.  I  am  sure  you  will  be  interested  to  hear  of 
kelts  taking  the  natural  fly  as  they  do.  I  therefore 
send  you  particulars,  for  it  is  new  to  me. — Yours 
truly,  M. 

[Similar  observations  have  been  recorded  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  onCe  or  twice.  When  salmon  fishing 
with  the  late  Frank  Hearns,  just  below  Pontoon 
Bridge,  in  Lough  Cullen,  we  noticed  what  we 
))elieved  was  a  salmon  taking  March  Browns. — Ed.] 

FISHING  ON  THE  DOVEY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  would  let  me  know  what  the 
fishing  is  like  on  the  Dovey  at  Machynlleth,  in 
Wales,  the  best  hotel  accommodation,  when  the 
salmon  fishing  begins,  and  if  spinning  is  allowed  as 
well  as  the  fly  ;  also,  if  any  other  river  in  North  or 
Mid  Wales  could  be  recommended. — Yours  truly, 

A.  C.  Clarke. 

GOOD  WORK  NOT  NECESSARILY  DEAR. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  great  interest  some 
of  the  articles  respecting  fishing  paraphernalia 
which  have  appeared  in  the  recent  issues  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  there  is  mvich  valuable  infor- 
mation to  be  gained  from  the  various  views  that 
are  given  pertaining  to  the  many  new  devices 
created  and  methods  of  angling  which  are  now  in 
vogue,  some  of  which  may  be  preferable  to  what  we 
see  here  in  America,  both  in  the  construction  of  the 
gear  and  manner  in  which  it  is  used.  Whether  the 
makers  of  the  tackle  excel  in  the  production  of  the 
tools,  or  the  different  conditions  favour  their  use,  is 
a  matter  of  some  doubt.  For  substantial  goods  and 
durability  I  should  prefer  the  English  make  ;  for 
convenience,  effectiveness,  and  that  gen"ral  "  get- 
there  "  quality  those  that  are  made  in  America  ;  but 
both  have  their  high-priced  article  bedecked  with 
jewel  bearings  in  reels,  agate  guides  on  rods,  with 
pearl  handles  and  other  fads,  as  luring  to  the 
fashionable  customer  as  the  ingenious  artificial  bait 
is  attractive  to  the  fish.  These  tools  are  built  for 
the  purpose,  the  dealer  angling  skilfully  for  the 
purchaser  with  the  gaudy  misproportioned  article 
that  he  is  pleased  to  call  up-to-date.  The  writer  is 
H  firm  believer  in  good  substantial  tackle,  that  is 
made  by  skilled  mechanics  who  are  directed  by  one 
with  brains  and  experience  in  the  requirements  of 
the  article  he  is  supposed  to  produce — for  instance, 
in  light-weight,  strong,  and  freely-running  reels, 
whether  single  or  multiplying,  with  carefully- 
tempered  steel  spindles,  accurately  ground,  running 
in  hard  bronze  bearings,  the  diameter  of  the  bearing 
to  be  proportionate  to  its  length,  not  the  same  size 
nor  yet  to  exceed  it,  which  is  too  often  the  case. 
Such  articles  should  be  produced  at  a  reasonable 
price,  and  are  by  some  makers,  and  they  fill  every 
requirement.  The  accuracy  of  the  work  does  not 
necessarily  increase  the  cost  where  there  are  proper 
facilities  to  handle  it,  nor  does  the  difference  in  the 
Cost  of  material  warrant  the  exorbitant  price  for 
sporting  goods  that  in  other  lines  could  be  bought 
at  their  actual  value. 

I  agree  fully  with  Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov  in  the 
abolition  of  useless  devices,  the  absurdity  of  {which 
he  so  clearly  illustrates  in  the  issue  of  Feb.  27  ;  also 
in  other  articles  written  by  that  gentleman  pointing 
to  indisputable  facts  with  regard  to  matters  pisca- 
torial which  I  have  read  with  much  interest  from 
time  to  time. — Yours  truly,  E.  C.  Cattley. 

New  York. 


GOOD  TROfT  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Can,  or  will,  any  of  your  readers 
inform  me,  either  through  these  columns  or  privately, 
where  I  could  obtain  three  or  four  days'  trout  fishing 
within  100  miles  radius  of  London,  at  the  rate  of 
from  4gs.  to  Ggs.  a  week  for  board  and  residence, 
plus  the  right  of  fishing  in  a  decent  trout  stream 
(dry-fly)  ?  I  may  mention  that  there  will  probably 
be  two  of  us.  Of  course  the  sum  mentioned  above 
would  be  for  one  only.  1  am  very  much  afraid  I 
am  like  a  good  many  others,  and  want  too  much  for 
my  money.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation  for  the 
insertion  of  this  letter. — Yours  truly, 

6.  P.  H.  Lamb. 

BAIT  FISHING. 
De.\r  Sir, — A  meeting  of  the  members  of  an 
angling  association  in  Lancashire  was  recently 
requisitioned  with  a  view  to  this  kind  of  fishing,  and 
more  particularly  the  use  of  spinning  baits,  being 
considerably  restricted.  The  movement  was  fairly 
successful,  and  the  "  fly  "  members  are  so  far 
pleased.  I  am  a  fly  fisher  of  over  fifty  years' 
experience,  and  no  doubt  shall  be  a  scholar  in  the 
art  if  I  fish  another  fifty  years.  One  of  our  memVjers 
laid  it  down  that  even  spinning  bait  fishing  neither 
interferes  with  nor  reduces  the  chances  of  the  fly 
devotees,  and  that  all  rod  and  line  fishing  is  fair  and 
sportsmanlike.  Such  canons  of  "  sport  "  do  not 
appeal  to  me.  As  to  their  correctness  from  any 
point  of  view  but  the  pot,"  I  should  much  like,  by 
your  favour,  to  see  what  some  of  your  numerous 
correspondents  may  find  time  to  say. — Yours  truly, 

BOLTONIAN. 

[Spinning  and  bait  fishing  are,  of  course,  not 
allowed  on  most  fly  waters  where  good  fly  fishing 
is  desired.  There  are  many  waters  in  which  any 
kind  of  legitimate  fishing  is  allowed,  but  that  spin- 
ning and  hait  fishing  do  not  spoil  fly  fishing  to  a 
great  extent  is  a  mistaken  idea. — Ed.] 

LARGE  TROUT  FROM  LOUGH  CONN. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  forwarding  to  you  the  head  of 
a  very  long  trout  (3ft.  Sin.)  that  was  killed  by 
Michael  Roche  at  Pontoon  Bridge  on  March  17. 
The  fish  was  in  very  poor  condition,  and  only 
weighed  151b.  Had  it  been  in  condition  it  should 
weigh  about  251b.  I  know  many  of  your  readers 
will  be  pleased  to  see  this  curious  specimen  if  you  con- 
sider it  worth  any  comments  or  photographing.  I  am 
glad  to  say  salmon  and  trout  fishing  is  very  good. 
Roche  killed  three  spring  salmon  on  March  1 7 — 
141b.,  12|lb.,  and  101b.  He  also  killed  two  last 
week — 151b.  and  91b.,  also  a  good  many  nice  trout. 
Mr.  P.  Thornton  killed  six  trout  on  March  14 — one 
41b.  and  four  over  31b.  each,  and  one  Hlb.  There 
are  no  fishermen  on  those  lakes  as  yet,  and  it  is  a 
great  pity  when  such  good  sport  is  to  be  got.  The 
151b.  trout  was  killed  on  a  gold  Kill  Devil. — Yours 
truly,  P.  Heaiy. 

[It  looked  about  as  ugly  a  trout's  head  as  I  have 
seen,  the  under  jaw  turning  up  like  that  of  an  old 
cock  salmon. — Ed.] 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  FREE  WATER  NEAR 
NEWBURY. 
Dear  Sir, — There  is  about  two  miles  of  free  fish- 
ing on  the  river,  above  and  below  this  town,  and  it 
holds  some  very  good  trout.  Unfortunately,  there 
a-e  not  many  anglers  who  take  much  interest  in  fly 
fishing  in  this  free  portion.  A  friend  and  myself, 
both  keen  fly  fishers,  on  inquiring  into  the  matter, 
have  been  told  that  we  cannot  fish  for  trout  with 
fly  or  in  any  other  way  before  June  16.  We  main- 
tain that  we  are  quite  within  the  law  in  starting 
trout  fishing  after  April  1.  We  do  not  wish  to  go 
against  any  law,  but  think  it  is  rather  hard  that  the 
May  Fly  season  should  be  entirely  lost,  as,  practi- 
cally, that  is  the  only  time  when  these  heavy,  wary 
trout  will  rise  freely  at  a  fly.  There  are  no  framed 
laws  with  regard  to  the  fishing,  and  no  restrictions 
as  to  size  or  kind  of  fish  to  be  taken.  The  only 
notice  that  is  taken  by  the  town  is  the  posting  up 
occasionally  of  the  Act  relating  to  coarse  fish  in  the 
fence  season,  and  those  have  not  appeared  for  over 
five  years. 

Would  you  be  good  enough  to  give  us  your 
opinion  as  to  whether  we  can  be  prevented  from 
fishing  with  fly  for  trout  after  April  1,  or  whether 
the  river  would  be  ruled  by  the  Act  from  March  15 
to  June  15. — Yours  truly,  Retlaw. 

Newbury. 

[Surely  no  one  can  prevent  trout  anglers  fishing 
with  fly  on  free  water  after  April  1.— Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  MONTREUX. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  "  Crock's "  inquiry, 
some  trout  fishing  is  to  be  had  more  or  less  within 
reach  of  Montreux,  but  it  may  often  turn  out  more 
like  fishing  for  trout.  The  rivers  belong  to  Govern- 
ment, and  may  be  fished  with  a  cantonal  pertnis 


(Vaud) ;  cost,  iGfr.  50c.  for  the  whole  cantos. 
Poaching  is  said  to  be  prevalent.  One  private 
stream,  the  Stockalper  (in  Valais),  is  within  reach ; 
season  tickets,  20fr.  ;  flies  same  as  are  used 
Britain  ;  sizes  10  to  14.  Weekly  reports  on  tlfe 
trout  fishing  have  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazewi 
for  some  years  past  during  the  season,  as  well  aa 
other  references  to  Swiss  fishing  streams,  etc. — 
Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

A  SUGGESTION  FOR  THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE 
CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  observe,  in  reading  your  valued 
journal,  that  the  rod  question  is  again  on  deck,  and 
it  appeard  to  me  that  Messrs.  Foster  and  Scottio  will 
not  get  into  holds  and  thus  settle  the  question  which 
has  occupied  much  of  your  valuable  space  during  the 
past  eighteen  months.  Would  it  not  be  possible, 
during  the  coming  tournarasnt,  to  have  some  tests 
made  under  the  following  conditions  :— The  contest 
to  be  opsn  to  all  rod  makers  who  will  enter,  the 
tssts  to  be  weight  for  length,  lilting  power,  stiffneaa, 
casting  power,  lifting  dead  weight  from  the  ground, 
and  excellence  of  workmanship  ;  the  judges  to  be 
appointed  by  you,  Mr.  Editor,  and  Mr.  Senior  of 
the  Field.  The  exact  terms  of  the  conditions  to  be 
settled  by  a  committee  of  the  members  of  the  FIv 
Fishers'  Club.— Yours  trulv,  S.  T.  1860-X.  ' 


THE  NEW  EYED  "HAM- YOUNG"  t 
SALMON  HOOKS.  \ 
D  EAR  Sir, — Herewith  I  enclose  samples  of  thft 
"  Harn- Young  "  hooks  in  four  sizes.  They  ape  a. 
modified  Sproat  bend,  made  extra  strong  from  the 
bend  to  the  barb  so  as  to  strengthen  the  weak  part. 
I  aho  enclose  a  few  sample  flies  which  I  have  tied  on 
the  same  hooks,  and  trust  you  will  be  kind  enough 
to  give  them  a  trial  this  season.  We  now  hold  a 
stock  of  Nos.  3,  1/0,  3/0,  and  5/0,  and  will  tie  flies 
at  same  price  as  on  tapered  shank  Limerick. — Yours 
truly,  R.  TuRNBULi.. 

The  Hanover  Fishing  Tackle 
Warehouse,  10  and  12,  Hanover- 
street,  Edinburgh. 
[T  like  the  look  of  these  hooks  very  much.  The  ' 
angler  who  suggested  them,  Mr.  H.  Young,  does  not 
claim  any  particular  invention,  merely  an  improve- 
ment. He  says : — "  You  will  see  that  there  is 
nothing  very  novel  about  it,  but  I  really  think  it 
is  about  the  best  bend  for  penetration.  The  way 
I  came  to  fix  on  this  bend  was  this  :  I  have  never 
been  quite  satisfied  with  previous  eyed  salmon 
hooks.  One  day  having  three  fish  on  the  bank  a 
friend  and  I  tried  a  lot  of  experiments  with  every 
existing  shape  of  hook.  We  attached  a  fly  t>  a 
stout  cast,  put  it  on  the  pocket  scales,  and  put  the 
fly  loosely  in  the  dead  salmon's  mouth,  then  closed 
the  mouth,  and  took  a  pull  from  21b.  to  41b.  on  tha 
83ales.  We  tried  every  possible  position  and  angle, 
and  altered  the  bends  of  some  hooks.  The  result 
of  our  experiments  waa  to  decide  that  a  modified 
Sproat  bend  was  the  best  for  penetration.  We 
found  that  the  well-known  Limerick  eyed  hook 
would  only  catch  on  the  surface  in  a  big  cock  fish, 
whereas  the  modified  Sproat  went  in.  I  think  you 
will  agree  with  me  that  the  hooks  are  well  made, 
and  they  are  very  strong  and  have  the  weight  in 
the  right  place."  I  feel  sure  many  salmon  anglers 
will  like  these  hooks. — Ed.] 

A  NOTE  FROM  LAKE  VYRNWY. 

Dear  Marston, — Here  I  am  again  in  this 
delightful  spot.  I  find  the  lake  more  beautiful 
than  ever,  and  fishing  better  than  ever.  The 
weather  has  bsen  fine  but  cold,  and  the  rise  of  fly 
very  small.  Considering  all  this  I  have  had  good 
sport,  having  annexed  seventy  good  trout  during 
the  week.  The  fish  are  getting  into  good  conditioa 
now,  and  yesterday  I  had  a  bag  of  twelve  yellow 
beauties.  I  wonder  no  one  is  here,  as  it  is  bad  to 
find  better  early  fishing  anywhere.  You  will  be 
dfilighted  to  hear  that  the  rainbows  are  to  be  found 
all  over  the  lake.  I  have  taken  thirteen  fine  little 
chaps  in  splendid  condition,  and  as  fat  as  butter. 
These  I  returned,  as  I  do  not  consider  them  in  season. 
I  was  delightfully  surprised  as  I  feared  they  might 
have  escaped. 

At  present  the  best  flies  are  March  Brown,  Black 
and  Teal,  and  a  fly  of  my  own  called  (by  me)  the 
"  Skeleton."  Tliis  has  been  a  wonderful  killer,  and 
is  dressed  thusly : — Body,  dark  purple  silk,  a  single 
wing  of  the  tip  of  a  partridge's  breast  feath.'r,  a 
very  little  black  hackle,  and  three  whisks  for  tail. 
The  fly  is  very  scantily  dressed  all  through.  If  we 
get  one  or  two  warm  days  I  anticipate  some  great  ' 
bags.— Yours  truly,  David  H.  Pine. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel,  via  Oswestry, 
March  20. 

[Very  glad  to  hear  Mr.  Pine  is  having  good  sport. 
There  is  a  fine  stock  of  trout  in  the  lake  now. — Ed.] 
(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  CorUerUa,  see  page  227.] 

Thb  Fishijtq  Gazette  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishinq 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  liondon. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORi 


Mr.  E.  Williamson. 

It  is  with  very  great  regret  that  I  hear  of  the 
death  of  Mr.  E.  Williamson,  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  a  most  charming  gentleman,  and  enthusiastic 
about  all  matters  connected  with  fiy  fishing,  fish 
.  breeding,  etc.  Mr.  Williamson  had  been'ill  for  some 
time,  but  I  had  a  cheery  letter  from  him  recently 
in  which  he  regretted  his  inability  to  be  present  at 
the  Fiy  Fishers'  dinner.  He  added :  "  I  am  making 
slow  progress,  and  hope  to  be  fairly  fit  again  when 
the  fishing  season  opens — fit  enough  to  potter  about 
with  a  rod  anyhow.  I  hope  you  will  have  a  day  or 
two  here  this  season  ;  I  have  a  nice  stock  of  fish  in 
the  river,  and  my  new  hatchery  would,  for  sure, 
interest  you."-  But  the  improvement  was  of 
ehort  duration,  and  now  the  Fly  Fishers  and  all 
who  had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance  have  to 
regret  his  all  too  early  death. 

Ambidexterity  in  Angling. 

The  objects  of  "  The  Ambidextral  Cult  are 
Society  "  are  indicated  by  its  title,  and  I  am  sure 
that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  our  Empire  if  it 
had  branches  in  every  important  centre.  The  hon. 
secretary  and  founder  of  the  society  is  Mr.  John 
Jackson,  F.E.I.vS.,  of  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  inventor  and  editor  of  the  well-known  .Jackson 
"  Upright  Writing  Copy-books."  On  April  6  a 
paper  by  Captain  Hart-Davis,  an  accomplished  dry- 
fly  min,  on  "  Ambidexterity  in  Dry-Fly  Fishing," 
will  be  rcid  before  the  members  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Medical  Society,  11,  Chandos-street,  Cavend  sh- 
Square  ;  tickets  for  this  and  other  lectures  can  be 
had  of  the  hon.  secretary  as  above.  Mr.  .Jackson 
asked  me  to  give  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  "  Ambi- 
dexterity in  Angling  "  generally.  Although  I  regret 
to  say  I  cannot  claim  to  be  ambidextrous  I  am  quite 
convinced  of  its  importance  in  angling,  and  have 
pot  a  few  notes  together  for  Mr.  Jackson,  whose 
earnest  enthusiasm  is  worthy  of  all  support. 

The  only  objection  I  can  see  to  ambidexterity  in 
angling  is  that  t'nh  may  think  it  unfair,  as  still 
further  handicapping  them  in  an  ago  of  improve- 
ments of  angling  devices.  But  anglers  cannot  adopt 
liat  view,  for  they  know  that  fish  of  all  kinds  are 


becoming  every  season  more  difficult  to  catch,  more 
wary  by  reason  of  the  increase  of  anglers.  In  fishing 
up  a  stream  with  a  single-handed  fly-rod  I  have 
often  wished,  long  before  this  society  was  even 
thought  of,  that  I  could  cast  as  well  with  my  left 
hand  as  with  my  right ;  it  would  have  enabled  me 
to  cast  my  fly  over  many  a  good  fish  which  I  could 
not  reach  with  the  right  arm  cast ;  it  would  also 
have  prevented  many  a  hasty  ejaculation  when  I 
found  my  fly  caught  in  the  grass  behind  instead  of 
in  the  fish  in  front. 

Even  with  the  double-handed  fly-rod  used  in 
salmon-fishing,  if  the  left  hand  and  arm  were  as  well 
trained  as  the  riglit,  one's  fishing  would  unquestion- 
ably be  improved.  In  spinning  for  trout  or  other 
fish  it  would  add  at  least  one-third  to  the  weight  of 
one's  basket  if  the  left  arm  and  hand  could  swing 
out  or  cast  the  spinning-bait  lightly  and  with  the 
same  precision  and  accuracy. 

One  or  two  of  my  angling  friends  can  wind  up 
their  reels  with  the  left  hand  as  well  as  with  the 
right ;  this  leaves  the  right  hand  free  to  hold  the 
rod  and  play  the  fish.  On  more  than  one  occasion 
I  have  tried  using  the  left  hand  to  wind  in  a  fish,  and 
have  had  to  admit  to  the  amusement  of  my  friends 
that  although  turning  the  handle  of  a  reel  is  a  most 
simple  operation,  it  is'  almost  impossible  to  do  it 
with  the  left  hand  in  the  excitement  of  playing  a 
good  trout  if  you  have  not  trained  the  hand  to  do  it. 
It  is  fairly  easy  if  you  can  look  at  the  handle  and 
concentrate  your  thoughts  on  turning  it  the  right 
way  as  fast  as  possible,  but  a  good  trout  on  fine 
tackle  allows  no  such  abstraction  of  attention,  and 
the  result  is  that  you  find  you  are  turning  the  handle 
the  wrong  way,  and  the  fish  has  gone  the  wrong  way 
also,  and  left  your  line  broken  in  the  weeds  or  roots. 

Nature  evidently  intended  man  to  be  ambidex- 
trous or  she  would  not  have  given  him  two  arms  and 
two  hands,  and  it  is  not  only  in  the  actual  practice  of 
angling  of  all  kinds  that  a  great  advantage  is  gained 
if  one  can  use  either  equally  or  nearly  equally  well, 
but  also  in  the  interesting  and  often  fascinating 
occupation  of  making  salmon  and  trout  flies,  and 
other  fishing  tackle.  In  winding  on  the  tying  silk, 
the  hackle,  the  tinsel,  etc.,  it  would  often  be  a  great 
advantage  to  be  able  to  do  it  with  the  fingers  of  the 
left  hand — not  only  would  the  work  be  neater  and 
stronger,  but  it  would  also  be  more  quickly  done. 

Of  course,  one  of  the  greatest  advantages  con- 
ferred by  ambidexterity,  not  only  in  angling,  but  in 
almost  anything  else  where  one  hand  is  used,  is  the 
great  saving  of  fatigue.  I  have  many  a  time  said 
to  myself  when  my  right  arm  and  wrist  were  aching 
from  continual  casting  of  the  fly  or  spinning-bait, 
"  Why  have  I  not  trained  my  left  arm  to  do  duty 
when  the  right  is  tired." 

It  will  be  seen  that  although  I  cannot  write  as 
one  who  has  experienced  the  advantages  of  ambi- 
dexterity in  angling,  except  to  a  very  small  extent, 
I  can  most  strongly  testify  from  experience  to  the 
great  disadvantages  attaching  to  not  being  able  to 
use  the  left  arm  and  hand  equally  or  even  half  as 
well  as  the  right. 

The  Quinnat  or  Pacific  Salmon. 

Col.  W.  H.  Cunliffe,  writing  from  Vancouver  on 
March  6,  says  :  — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  was  much  interested  on 
opening  my  Fishing  Gazette  of  Feb.  6  last  to  read 
your  article  on  the  quinnat  or  Pacific  salmon,  in 
which  ray  name  is  mentioned  ;  but  I  would  venture 
to  say  that  I  do  not  think  the  words  in  italics  under 
the  drawing  of  the  fish  are  absolutely  correct — at 
least  not  as  far  as  the  Eraser  River  Canneries  are 
concerned.  The  tyee,  or,  as  it  is  so  often  called  in 
British  Columbia,  the  spring  salmon,  is  pretty 
scarce  during  the  months  the  Eraser  Canneries  are 
working,  and  the  sock-eye  salmon,  I  think, 
together  with  the  cohoe,  are  the  chief  fish  cut 
up  and  tinned.  It  may  amuse  you  to  know 
that  during  the  summer  months,  when  the  canneries 
are  in  full  work,  a  special  train  is  rvm  on  Sunday 
afternoons  from  Vancouver  to  Steveston  (a  place  on 
the  mouth  of  the  Eraser)  and  back,  which  is  known 
locally  as  the  '  Sock-eye,  Limited.'  This  train  is 
generally  crowded  with  people,  as  it  enables  passen- 
gers to  see  the  start  of  the  fishing  fleet.  Hundreds 
of  boats  lie  waiting  for  the  six  o'clock  gun  to  fire, 
before  which  time  no  boat  is  allowed  to  cast  a  net, 
and  it  is  a  most  interesting  and  marvellous  sight  to 
see — the  moment  the  gun  is  fired — the  nets  being  let 
out,  each  boat  trying  to  be  first,  and  ttie  shouting 
and  excitement  of  the  various  crews  of  white  men, 
Japs,  and  Chinamen;    The  tyee  doesn't  appear  in 


any  quantity  till  August  and  September,  long  after 
the  canneries  are  shut  down  ;  but  really  in  this 
country  it  is  very  difficult  to  know  what  salmon  are 
running,  there  being  no  less  than  six  different  (?) 
species,  namely,  (1)  tyee  or  spring  salmon,  (2)  cohoe 
(a  smaller  kind  of  tyee),  (3)  sock-eye,  (4)  steelhead, 
(5)  humpbacked,  (6)  dog  salmon  (useless  for  food). 

"  I  am  enclosing  you  a  copy  of  a  report  on  salmon 
breeding  which  was  given  in  a  lecture  in  Vancouver 
on  Feb.  25,  which  might,  I  thought,  interest  you  to 
read.  I  am  very  sorry  I  was  not  able  to  be  present, 
but  I  happened  to  be  away  from  Vancouver  at  the 
time.  Please  make  any  use  you  like  of  the  lecture. 
Hoping  you  are  quite  well. — Yours  truly, 

"  W.  H.  CVnuffe, 

"  Hotel  Badminton,  Vancouver, 
"  March  6,  1904."- 


Compensation  for  an  Empty  Creel. 
Under  the  title  of  "  The  Joys  of  Angling,"  Mr. 
William  Senior  has  contributed  some  very  pleasant 
notes  for  the  general  reader  to  the  weekly  supple- 
ment of  the  Leeds  Mercury.  Here  are  one  or  two 
extracts  : — 

"  Angling  is  commonly  accepted  as  the  art  of 
catching  fish  with  rod,  line,  and  hook.  I  once 
heard  a  sentimental  brother  urge  in  the  presence  of 
Francis  Francis  that  the  catching  of  fish  was  the 
least  of  all  considerations  for  him,  and  that,  in  short, 
communion  with  the  trees,  flowers,  birds,  insects, 
earth,  air,  sky,  water  was  the  one  thing  needfiil. 
This  was  said  with  fire  and  fervour,  and  an  uplifted 
hand  to  the  blue  heavens.  The  Master  waited  till 
the  sweeping  arm  was  dropped,  and  then,  with  a 
quiet  twinkle  in  his  wise  eye,  said : — '  Well,  yes  ; 
but  I've  always  found  amongst  all  kinds  of  fishermen 
a  kind  of  popular  prejudice  in  the  direction  of  a  trout 
or  two  in  your  basket.'  And  they  were  both  right, 
and  both  in  reason  practised  what  they  preached. 
If  there  was  a  shade  of  difference  between  the  men, 
the  rapturist  was  the  keenest  for  gross  weight,  and 
Francis  the  more  genuine  poet.  During  his  out- 
burst the  former  was  in  the  mood  to  drink  in  all  the 
delights  of  a  lovely  June  day  in  a  typical  English 
water-mead,  where  the  lush  grass  was  waiting  for 
the  scythe,  and  the  flowers  of  the  time  and  place 
blazed  over  all  in  sheets  of  yellow  and  white,  with 
lines  of  silver  and  blue  where  the  lady-smocks  and 
forget-me-nots  marked  the  whereabouts  of  the 
water-courses.  There  were  hedges  of  scented  may- 
bloom,  cuckoos  calling,  swallows  skimming  the 
shining  surface  of  the  gurgling  river. 

"  A  Change  of  Tune.- 

"  Our  friend  was  right  to  gush,  and  he  gushed 
honestly.  The  Philistinism  of  Francis  was  tem- 
porary— he  was  merely  suiiering  from  an  attack  of 
blank  creel  ;  but  in  one  of  his  books  there  is  a  word- 
picture  of  that  summer  scene  which  on  dark  winter 
day^  I  read  to  this  day  to  let  the  joy  of  remem- 
brance touch  into  life  those  other  joys  in  which  we 
all  shared.  As  for  the  other  man,  his  mood  passed, 
and  finding  towards  evening  that  he  was  a  brace  or 
two  of  trout  behind  us  he  became  a  veritable  slave 
to  liis  sport,  fished  as  if  dear  life  depended  upon  his 
casts,  was  induced  with  difficulty  to  meet  the  car- 
riage at  the  mill,  and  on  the  ride  over  the  downs 
refused  to  be  comforted.  I  called  his  attention  to 
the  drumming  of  snipe  on  the  marsh,  and  to  the 
challenge  of  the  corncrake  which  has  long  been 
unheard  in  those  parts.  But  there  was  no  more 
divine  afflatus  : — '  I  wish  to  goodness  I  had  not  lost 
that  last  trout,'  was  all  he  said.'i 

Half  a  Century  of  Angling. 

"  The  cynic  who  sneers  at  this  claim,  namely, 
that  one  of  the  joys  of  angling — the  chiefest,  indeed, 
taking  all  classes  of  anglers  into  the  calculation — is 
derived  from  its  open-air  surroundings,  does  not 
know  the  facts.  Now  and  then  your  angler  may  not 
seem  to  be  in  tune  with  the  sights  and  sounds  that 
belong  to  lake  and  river,  because  he  does  not  vocally 
rhapsodise.  He  prefers  his  joy  silent ;  that  is  all. 
In  half  a  century  of  angling,  and  a  Uttle  more  to 
boot,  I  have  amassed  evidence  that  is  conclusive 
upon  this  point,  and  have  been  long  convinced  that 
he  who  is  an  angler  simply  that  he  may  count  fijis, 
and  cannot  find  compensations  for  an  empty  creel  in 
what  he  may  observe  beyond  the  point  of  his  rod,' 
has  no  true  ground  of  attachment  to  the  sport,  and 
soon  abandons  it  in  disgust.'- 

There  is  not  a  doubt  as  to  the  magical  effect  which 
a  good  basket  on  one's  back  has  in  making  ono 
appreciate  the  beauties  of  Nature — and  vice  versa. 

'Ri  B.  Mab3T0N= 
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MOKE  JOTTINGS. 

The  irrepressible  eyed-versus-blind-hook  contro- 
versy seems  to  have  broken  out  again.  I  only  allude 
to  it  to  say  that  "  Benwyan  is  usually  so  courteous 
a  controversialist  that  I  specially  regret  to  see  his 
letter  marred  by  such  a  phrase  as  "  the  craze  that 
does  not  yield  to  the  utility  of  progressive  improve- 
ment,"- a  phrase  that  is  at  once  harsh  and  question- 
begging.  It  is  not  really  impossible  to  see  how  a 
fly,  whether  on  an  eyed  hook  or  a  blind  hook,  hangs 
and  behaves  in  the  water,  and  it  is  not  a  little  sur- 
prising to  see  a  person  of  "  Benwyan's  -'  undoubted 
resource  assuming  the  contrary.  I  dispute  the 
right  of  anj'  angler,  whether  eyed-fly  fisher  or  blind- 
fly  fisher,  to  "protest"  against  the  methods  of  any 
other  angler,  provided  they  are  fair  methods.  The 
question  on  which  discussion  was  invited  was 
whether  eyed  hooks  or  blind  hooks  were  the  more 
efficient,  and  it  is  one  thing  to  maintain  that  the 
one  or  the  other  is  more  efficient,  and  another  thing 
to  protest  against  the  practice  or  predilections  of 
the  opposition  as  a  craze.  By  all  means  let  "  Ben- 
wyan '--  and  those  of  his  opinion  adhere  to  the  use 
of  eyed  hooks.  This  is  a  free  country;  I,  on  the 
other  hand,  in  company  with  "  Glanrhos '-'  and 
those  others  who  believe  that  a  fine  entry  is  neces- 
sary to  enable  a  wet-fly  to  swim  true  will  continue 
to  follow  our  own  convictions,  preferring  to  sacrifice 
the  undoubted  economic  and  other  advantages  of 
the  eyed  fly  to  what  we  believe  to  be  the  superior 
refinement  of  the  blind  hook  for  wet-fly  fishing. 

When  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  hung  out  its  sign  in 
the  Haymarket,  and  established  the  fly-tying  room, 
which  is  one  of  its  many  attractions, |among  the  con- 
tributions to  the  stock  of  fly-tying  materials  which 
were  put  at  the  disposal  of  members  for  dressing 
their  flies  was  a  box  of  mixed  hooks  contributed  by 
Mr.  F.  M.  Half ord  from  the  collection  of  the  late  Mr. 
Geo.  Selwyn  Marryat.  Among  these  were  some  of 
a  shape  not  unlike  the  Hall  Snecky  Limerick  bend, 
but  of  so  wicked  a  rake  and  so  penetrating  a  point 
that  I  delayed  not  to  dress  some  flies  on  them.  The 
sizes  were  Nos.  2  and  3,  and  the  flies  I  dressed  were 
floating  Sedges,  which  I  put  to  use  on  German 
waters.-  I  never  knew  any  hooks  with  such  an 
extraordinary  faculty  for  taking  and  keeping  hold. 
The  wires  were  delicate,  though  of  good  temper  ; 
but  I  found  it  necessary  not  to  let  my  German 
gillies  take  them  out  of  the  mouths  of  the  trout,  as 
they  strained  or  broke  them  as  often  as  not.  The 
hook  buried  itself  so  that  I  generally  found  it  neces- 
sary to  cut  it  out.  Returning  to  this  country  I 
endeavoured  to  obtain  a  supply  of  these  hooks.  One 
eminent  dresser  to  whom  I  applied  stated  that 
"  they  nearly  ruined  him,"  because  most  anglers 
were  too  careless  to  take  out  the  hook  properly 
without  straining  it.  I  succeeded  in  picking  up 
forty-eight  in  the  treble-cipher  size  from  Messrs. 
Eaton  &  Dellar,  and  that  was  all  I  could  get.  I  sent 
Mr.  Marston  a  specimen  of  a  floating  March  Brown 
tied  on  one  of  the  No.  2  size  hooks,  and  he  was  suffi- 
ciently impressed  with  the  qualities  of  the  hook  to 
get  Messrs.  Hutchinson  to  reproduce  it  in  a  number 
of  sizes  from  No.  4  down  to  No.  000,  and  both  blue 
and  bronzed.  There  is  a  slight  difference  in  Messrs. 
Hutchinson's  pattern,  but  it  appears  to  me  to  re- 
produce accurately  aU  the  good  points  of  the 
original,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that  tackle  dealers  will 
be  induced  to  stock  the  pattern,  as  I  want  to  be 
able  to  get  it  when  I  want  it  without  having  to  order 
by  the  thousand  in  each  size  at  a  time.  It  is  a 
curious  fact  that  the  blues  give  the  impression  of 
being  sharper  and  more  penetrating  than  the 
bronzed  patterns. 

Blue  Upright. 
Would  "  Z."  mind  stating  if  the  hackles  of  the 
guinea-fowl  which  he  uses  for  his  Blue  Upright  are 
the  pinky-blue  hackles  from  the  neck,  or  are  they 
from  the  wing,  with  the  white  speckles  on  them  ? 

Val  Conson, 


MESSES.  ENEIGHT  AND  SON'S 
NEW  LIST. 


Messrs.  Enrioht  and  Son,  the  famous  Gastle- 
connell  fishing-tackle  makers,  send  us  a  very  attrac- 
tive and  comprehensive  illustrated  catalogue  which 
contains,  in  addition  to  particulars  of  their  justly 
celebrated  Castleconnell  salmon  and  trout  rods  and 
general  tackle,  an  interesting  and  useful  account 
of  the  fishing  to  be  obtained  by  anglers  visiting  the 
Castleconnell  district,  the  best  months,  best  flies, 
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etc.  Mr.  John  Enright  is  not  only  a  fishing-tackle 
maker  but  also  a  very  clever  salmon  and  trout 
angler,  and  a  "  record  '■'•  maker  in  fly  casting;  We 
understand  he  is  going  to  compete  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  Casting  Tournament  in  the  summer,  and  the 
firm  will  also  exhibit.  The  catalogue  includes 
descriptions  of  rods  and  tackle  of  all  kinds,  and 
gives  testimonials  from  the  Press  and  from  private 
individuals,  many  being  from  anglers  who  speak  in 
the  highest  terms  of  the  good  results  they  have 
achieved  after  taking  lessons  in  fly  casting  from 
Mr.  Enright. 

Since  the  above  was  written  we  have  received 
from  the  firm  a  copy  of  their  first  price  list,  merely 
a  little  card  with  particulars  of  their  rods.  The 
new  list  shows  how  the  business  has  increased.  In 
ordering  gut  from  the  new  list  it  is  only  necessary 
to  give  the  number;  Messrs.  Enright  supply  grand 
gut  casts  and  traces^  In  1903  a  541b.  salmon  was 
killed  on  the  Shannon  on  one  of  their  twisted  gut 
traces.  Their  tarpon  rods  have  proved  very 
durable  in  Florida,  and  anglers  should  remember 
that  they  make  all  their  salmon  and  trout  rods 
with  ferrules  instead  of  spliced  if  desired.  Many 
anglers  will  not  be  bothered  with  any  splicing, 
although,  of  course,  many  swear  by  spliced  rodsj 


THE  MOY  AT  BALLINA. 


Our  picture  shows  the  celebrated  weir  at  Ballina 
where  so  many  salmon  are  caught  in  the  traps. 
The  company  owning  the  fishery  allow  salmon 
anglers  to  fish  in  the  river  here  on  condition  that 


they  either  give  up  the  fish  they  catch  or  pay 
market  price  for  them.  It  is  a  good  many  years 
since  I  fished  the  water  seen  in  the  picture,  casting 
from  a  boat  or  "  cot  "  managed  by  the  late  Frank 
Hearns,  of  Ballina;  The  Moy  was  formerly  one  of 
the  best  salmon  and  grilse  angling  rivers  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  K  B.  M, 


THE  EED  TAG  TIP. 

Most  grayling  fishers,  and  not  a  few  trout  fishers, 
are  fully  aware  of  the  attraction  of  a  fly  known  as 
the  Red  Tag,  but  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  have 
failed  to  give  it  a  trial,  here  is  the  proper  dressing 
of  it  and  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall's  remarks  concerning  it. 

"  The  Red  Tag  is  generally  regarded  as  a  grayling 
fly,  but  at  times  it  does  wonderfully  well  among 
trout.  The  brighter  the  day  and  the  hotter  the  sun, 
the  better  doe's  this  fly  succeed.  It  is  not  gAierally 
known  that  when  trout  are  'smutting' — that  is, 
feeding — on  that  tiny  black  midge  which  baffles  all 
imitation,  they  will  often  take  a  small  Red  Tag 
ravenously.  The  accepted  dressing  is  as  follows  : — 
Body,  peacock  herl,  short  and  fat,  with  a  tiny  red 
tag  of  floss  silk,  wool,  or  scarlet  ibis  feather.  Floss 
silk  looks  very  well  when  it  is  dry,  but  it  shrinks  up 
when  wet,  and  often  loses  its  colour.  I  have  always 
found  wool,  much  more  killing.  At  the  shoulder 
should  be  wound  a  dark  rich  red  hackle.  Hook,  0, 
00,  or  000,  new  scale.'' 
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I  fully  agree  with  what  Mr.  Hall  has  to  say  con- 
cerning this  fly,  with  the  slight  qualification  that  I 
have  a  sneaking  fondness  for  the  red  ibis  tag,  and 
the  great  usefulness  of  it  leads  up  to  the  subject  of 
my  present  discourse,  which  I  have  termed  "  The 
Red  Tag  Tip,"  and  by  which  I  mean  the  tip  of  using 
a  red  tag  under  various  circumstances  as  an  addition 
to  numerous  well-known  patterns  of  flies. 

I  think  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  real 
attraction  of  the  Red  Tag  fly  lies  in  the  actual  tag 
itself ;  and  this  being  so,  it  naturally  follows  that 
the  addition  of  a  red  tag  to  other  patterns  of  flies 
should  have  a  profitable  result — which,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  has. 

Tlie  Coch-y-Bondhu  is  a  wonderfully  good  fly,  and 
its  general  appearance  is  very  similar  to  that  of  the 
Red  Tag.  Add  a  red  tag  to  it,  and  there  is  very 
little  to  choose  between  them,  the  Coch-y-Bondhu 
(if  dressed  correctly)  being  of  a  slightly  more  sombre 
hue — black  and  red  (as  its  name  implies),  instead  of 
red  being  the  predominant  colour.  The  correct 
hackle  for  the  Red  Tag  is  given  above,  whereas  the 
correct  hackle  for  the  Coch-y-Bondhu  is  a  furnace 
cock's  hackle  of  purest  black  and  red  colour.  Now, 
this  fly  is  especially  useful  on  a  close,  cloudy  day  ; 
add  a  red  tag  to  it,  and  you  have  a  grand  fly  for 
brilliant,  sunshiny  weather.  Therefore,  you  are 
advisedly  armed  with  some  with  tags  and  some 
without.  Mr.  Hall  refers  to  the  attraction  a  Red 
Tag  has  for  a  "  smutting  "  fish,  and  I  have  proved 
the  truthfulness  of  what  he  says  time  and  often.  I 
have  proved  something  else  also. 

We  all  know  what  a  "  tailing  "  fish  is — from 
bitter  experience.    I  certainly  consider  a  "  tailing  'i 


fish  to  be  far  more  exasperating  than  a  "  smutting  "• 
fish.  It  absolutely  ignores  any  of  the  orthodox  fUes 
floated  over  it,  and  continues  to  stick  its  tail  out  of 
the  water  in  sheer  contempt  of  the  angler's  efforts. 
You  may  try  him  with  a  Red  Tag  (fly),  and  perhaps 
fasten  into  him,  but  he  will  probably  refuse  it,  be  it 
ever  so  deftly  presented  to  his  notice.  Try  him 
with  a  ginger  quUl  of  fair  size — about  0  or  1  hook — 
to  which  has  been  added  a  tiny  tag  of  scarlet  ibis 
feather,  and  you  stand  a  good  chance  of  basketing 
him.  You  may  put  such  a  fly  over  a  "  tailing  " 
fish — so  long  as  you  do  not  clumsily  "  put  it  do^^Ti  "■ 
— until  you  fairly  worry  him  into  noticing  it. 
Should  he  prove  very  obstinate  and  refuse  the 
ginger-and-red,  put  a  Blue  Dun  or  Olive  Dun,  to 
which  has  been  added  the  tag  of  ibis,  over  him,  and 
see  what  they  will  do. 

A  few  of  the  various-coloured  duns  and  gnats,  with 
the  addition  of  the  scarlet  ibis  tag,  wUl  be  found  ver^ 
useful  for  other  than  "  smutting  "-  and  "  tailing  ' 
fish.  All  trout  are  more  or  less  "  finicking "  at 
times,  and  when  their  palate  requires  extra  tickling 
the  little  bit  of  red  will  often  do  the  trick.  Again 
and  again  it  will  happen  that  fish  feeding  freely  on 
the  fly  rising  at  the  time  will  refuse  the  most  correct 
and  artistic  presentment  in  feather  and  silk  of  that 
fly.  Then  is  the  time  to  try  the  same  pattern  with 
the  addition  of  the  red  tag  and  test  the  value  of  the 
tip.  Even  with  a  May  Fly  the  bit  of  red  is  a 
valuable  addition,  not  to  be  used  as  a  general  thing, 
any  more  than  in  the  case  of  other  flies,  but  in  the 
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Weir  Pool,  on  the  Moy. 
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event  of  a  condition  of  affairs  arising  when  one 
hardly  knows  what  fly  to  try. 

But  perhaps  the  greatest  value  of  the  red  tag  tip 
arises  in  connection  with  its  use  as  an  addition  to 
the  ^larch  Brown.  This  standard  pattern  is  a 
grand  one  at  all  times,  and  with  the  addition  of  the 
red  tag  it  is  almost  irresistible  in  bright  weather.  I 
have  killed  trout  with  the  March  Brown  and  red  in 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  when  fishing  small 
lakes  in  the  hills,  mountain  burns,  or  rocky  rivers  it 
is  a  special  favourite  of  mine  and  seldom  off  my 
cast,  generally  holding  the  place  of  honour  as  tail 

fly- 

If  you  do  not  care  to  bother  about  having  a  few 
flies  specially  dressed  with  a  red  tag  added,  you 
may  use  some  tiny  pieces  of  an  old  kid  glove. 
These  must  be  dyed  scarlet,  and  simply  stuck  on 
the  tip  of  the  hook.  They  will  be  found  effective, 
but  not  in  such  a  degree  as  the  added  tag  of  scarlet 
ibis  feather,  and  for  this  reason  :  the  general  mistake 
in  adding  a  red  tag  to  any  ordinary  dun,  gnat,  etc., 
is  to  use  too  much  material — the  tag  is  far  too  big  ; 
it  only  requires  to  discover  an  unmistakable 
presence  of  the  scarlet  colour.  It  stands  to  reason, 
therefore,  that  the  small  pieces  of  kid,  although  very 
useful,  do  not  carry  out  the  idea  of  a  red  tag  as  I 
wish  to  convey  it. 

A  few  words  concerning  the  addition  of  a  red  tag 
to  flies  for  coarse  fish  may  not  be  out  of  place.  Un- 
doubtedly the  best  all-round  tag  to  a  coarse  fish  fly 
is  of  white  kid,  tied  in  ^vith  the  body,  or  it  may  be 
added  in  the  manner  described  above — that  is,  a 
small  piece  of  kid  stuck  on  the  hook.  Yet  the  Red 
Tag  (fly)  is  a  capital  lure  for  dace  and  rudd,  and  in 
consequence,  for  reasons  stated  above,  it  must  be 
a  valuable  addition  to  other  patterns  as  well.  As  a 
rule  the  little  bit  of  red  kills  best  for  coarse  fish  under 
the  same  conditions  of  weather  as  it  does  for  trout 
and  grayling,  namely,  bright,  sunshiny  weather.  It 
may  often  be  added  to  chub  flies  also  with  beneficial 
results.  On  some  rivers  chub  prefer  a  red  to  any 
other  colour  tag.  I  have  found  this  notably  so  on 
the  Medway,  and  in  parts  of  the  Derbyshire  Der- 
went  where  chub  abound.  In  the  latter  river  espe- 
cially, if  you  mount  a  Red  Tag  (fly)  for  trout  or 
grayling  in  those  reaches  which  chub  frequent,  ten 
to  one  that  you  hook  Master  Chevin  in  a  twink. 

Yet  another  phase  of  the  red  tag  tip.  When 
spinning  for  pike  or  trout  with  a  natural  bait  (or  for 
that  matter  an  artificial  bait  also),  it  is  a  capital 
dodge  to  fasten  a  small  red  wool  tassel  close  behind 
the  bait.  It  is  especially  worth  a  trial  in  very 
bright  water. 

I  have  often  wondered  what  this  attraction  that 
red  has  for  animals  generally  can  be.  That  it  exists 
in  a  marked  degree  there  is  no  questioning.  I  have 
^  tried  to  explain  the  attraction  red  has  for  fish,  but 
'  is  it  of  the  same  character  as  that  which  attracts  a 
bull  to  an3rthing  red  ?  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the 
human  eye  also  is  more  quickly  attracted  by  red 
than  by  any  other  colour  ?  The  red  skirts  of  the 
Irish  peasant  women  in  the  West  of  the  Emerald 
Isle  concentrate  one's  attention.  I^d  is  the  adopted 
danger  colour  simply  because  it  is  the  most  readily 
recognised,  and  fixes  one's  attention  more  markedly. 
A  man  with  a  white  hat  on  is  fairly  conspicuous,  but 
put  a  red  hat  on  him,  and  he  immediately  stands 
out  in  bold  and  unmistakable  relief.  The  red  coat 
in  the  hunting  field,  the  red  ball  at  billiards,  red 
flowers  in  a  garden,  soldiers  with  red  coats  on,  and 
red-headed  men  and  women — they  are  all  con- 
spicuous— that  is,  they  attract  attention,  or,  rather, 
the  red  colour  about  them  does.  And  this  is  what 
happens  in  connection  with  the  red  tag  tip  for  fly 
fishing  for  trout,  grayling,  and  coarse  fish — or  at 
least  such  is  my  opinion.  E.  S.  S. 


J.  C.  COKDING  AND  CO.'S  (LTD.) 
NEW  BUSINESS  PREMISES. 

The  fine  building  erected  by  Messrs.  J.  C.  Cording 
k  Co.,  Ltd.,  at  the  comer  of  Air-street,  Piccadilly, 
»  a  distinct  advance  architecturally  on  many 
of  the  adjoining  establishments,  and  is  a  credit  to 
all  concerned.  Messrs.  Cbrding  are  to  be  congratu- 
lated upon  having  obtained  such  a  housing  for  their 
old-established  business  as  will  give  them  room 
enough  for  an  adequate  display  of  their  immense 

f  variety  of  goods.  This  firm  has  been  in  existence 
•ince  1839,  in  which  year  the  original  J.  C.  Cording, 
the  founder  of  the  firm,  started  business  in  a  modest 

f  waf  in  a  little  shop  in  the  Strand  near  Temple  Bar. 
In  those  days  waterproof  goods  were  of  a  very  1 


limited  character,  but  so  much  skill  was  brought  to 
bear  on  the  business  that  from  year  to  year  new 
classes  of  waterproof  articles  were  produced,  and 
there  was  a  great  expansion  in  this  particular  trade. 

Mr.  John  Charles  Cording,  in  the  eaily  Victorian 
days,  never  dreamt  of  the  variety  of  range  that 
waterproofings  would  ultimately  cover.  But  being 
always  eager  for  improvements,  sometimes  acting 


J.  C.  Cobding's  Pkemises  in  1839. 

on  suggestions  of  his  own,  and  sometimes  adopting 
those  of  others,  he  was  associated' in  the  public  mind 
with  whatever  was  latest  and  best  in  waterproofings. 
He  thus  came  to  be  well  known,  and  in  a  few  years 
was  honoured  with  an  extensive  patronage,  includ- 
ing many  members  of  the  aristocracy  among  his 
customers.  The  business  expanded  till  in  1874  it 
became  necessary  to  take  larger  premises,  and  the 
removal  to  an  establishment  now  superseded  in 
Piccadilly,  at  the  corner  of  Air-street,  was  effected. 
In  the  new  premises  they  have  got  together  a  great 
display  of  waterproof  goods — ulsters,  coats,  cloaks. 


the  house,  and  that  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales  has 
granted  a  royal  warrant  of  appointment  to  the  firm. 

Angling  outfits  have  always  been  a  strong  point 
with  Messrs.  Cording,  and  they  can  guarantee 
satisfaction  to  all  with  their  brogues,  fishing  jackets 
(with  or  without  capes),  waterproof  hats,  fishing 
stockings  and  socks,  which  are  of  the  highest 
quality.  Tbey  have  an  excellent  system  of 
fixing  hobnails  in  their  wading  boots  :  this  is  to 
drive  them  through  the  sole  and  turning  the 
points  down  and  flattening  them  before  the  sole  is 
sewn  to  the  upper.  This  method  prevents  the  nails 
penetrating  the  rubber  or  waterproofed  upper,  sis 
may  sometimes  happen.  The  "  Freke  "  fishing-bag 
has  proved  itself  to  be  a  most  useful  form. 
Kneeling  pads,  useful  for  shooters  and  anglers 
alike,  also  figure  on  their  list  with  hot-water 
bottles,  air  cushions,  waterproof ,  stick-bags,  and 
in  fact  anything  even  up  to  a  boat  that  can  be 
made  in  waterproof.  The  motoring  ulsters  and 
motoring  ponchos  specially  designed  by  J.  C. 
Cording  &  Co.  are  most  effective  and  elegant.  The 
new  building  is  solid  testimony  to  an  unbroken 
history  of  progress  and  expansion  extending  over  a 
period  of  sixty-five  years. 


J.   C.   COKDINO  AND   Co.'s   PrEMIS  i  s   AT   Till;   i'llliaENT  DaV. 


riding- jackets,  mantles,  hats,  fishing  overalls,  boots, 
travelling  sacks,  wool  tartans,  rugs,  motoring  ap- 
parel, cushions,  pillows,  and  what  not— and  make 
altogether  a  very  alluring  show.  The  interior 
furnishings  are  handsome,  the  show-room  consti- 
tuting an  attractive  lounging-place  for  customers 
while  making  their  selections.  It  should  be  men- 
tioned that  H.M,  the  King  is  a  special  patron  of 


THAMES  TEOUTING  OPENED. 

Thames  trout-fishing  commenced  on  Good 
Friday,  and  the  heart  of  the  enthusiastic  angler 
rejoiced  to  find  the  river  in  excellent  order.  It  has 
been  estimated  that  during  a  season  the  average 
number  of  trout  caught  in  the  Thames  is  one  fish 
to  each  mile  of  the  river,  but  sport  was  very  indif- 
ferent last  year ;  and  the  previous  year  only 
seventy-six  fish  were  caught  between  Hampton 
Court  and  Pangboume.  In  the  aggregate  these  fish 
weighed  3221b.  12oz.,  or  an  average 
of  41b.  3oz.  per  fish.  The  great 
charm  of  Thames  fronting,  however, 
lies  in  the  fact  that  the  angler  may 
hook  a  big  trout  the  first  time  his 
bait  touches  the  water.  But  this 
does  not  often  happen,  and  the 
chances  are  that  one  may  fish  many 
times  before  being  fortunate.  It 
follows  that  much  patience  is 
required,  and  so  is  skill  if  one  wishes 
to  be  successful  with  Thames  trout. 
Yet  it  is  possible  for  the  novice  to  get 
a  single  fish  quicker  than  the  skilled 
angler,  though  the  latter  will  get 
more  during  the  season. 

The  Thames  has  been  well  freshened 
by  the  recent  rain,  and  now  has  a 
good  stream  and  excellent  colour. 
This  is  an  augury  of  good  sport. 
Those  anglers  who  have  not  been 
able  to  spare  time  to  "  mark  down  " 
a  fish  in  the  open  water — and  only  a 
few  fish  have  shown  up  lately  owing 
to  the  cold  snap — had  better  try  from 
one  of  the  weirs,  as  they  always  hold 
a  fish  or  two  worth  getting.  The 
weirs  on  the  lower  Thames  are  sure  to 
be  occupied  to-day  by  anglers  who 
delight  in  the  lullaby  of  "the  old 
weirs'  well-known  roar."-  Many  will 
seek  the  quietude  of  the  open  water, 
for  as  yet  the  boating  parties  have 
not  largely  patronised  the  river. 

The  uninitiated  may  like  to  know 
that  the  Thames  Conservancy  issue 
weir  permits  at  10s.  6d.  per  year  ; 
and  the  best  time  to  fish  from  a  weir 
head  is  in  May.  Spinning  or  live- 
baiting  are  the  principal  methods  of 
fishing,  the  bait,  whether  artificial  or 
natural,  being  allowed  to  cover  all  the 
"  runs."  If  the  day  be  cold  the  bait 
should  be  allowed  to  sink  deeper  in 
the  water,  this  being  done  by  placing  a 
bullet  on  the  line.  In  the  open  water 
a  live  bleak  is  generally  used  as  bait, 
no  shots  or  bullets  being  used.  The 
districts  of  Staines,  Shepperton,  Great 
Marlow,  Henley,  and  Pangboume  generally  yield 
most  fish.  During  the  past  week  or  two  a  fine  trout, 
estimated  at  161b.,  has  been  seen  on  the  move  just 
above  Teddington  Lock  ;  there  is  another  fish  near 
the  Albany  Club  ;  and  one  has  been  seen  just  below 
the  centre  buttress  of  Kingston  Bridge.  Other  good 
places  to  try  for  a  trout  are  in  the  Town's  End  Hole 
at  Kingston,  above  the  point  of  Steven's  Eyot  at 
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Surbiton,  near  Ditton  Ferry,  and  one  fine  fish  has 
been  marked  down  near  the  water  gallery  at 
Hampton  Court.  Two  fish  have  been  seen  on  the 
move  immediately  below  Hampton  Court  Bridge, 
and  there  are  good  trout  in  tlie  Sunbury  Weir 
stream.  At  Hampton  Court  four  years  ago  a 
number  of  rainbow  trout  were  introduced  to  the 
river  by  the  Thames  Restocking  Association,  but 
only  three  of  these  fLsh  have  been  captured.  The 
experiment  of  introducing  these  bold  fish  into  the 
river  was  also  tried  the  year  before  last  at  Shepper- 
ton  and  Staines;  Several  undersized  ones  have  been 
caught,  and  returned  to  the  water,  and  the  result  of 
this  season's  fishing  in  regard  to  these  fish  is 
anxiously  awaited.  Finally,  Thames  trout  seldom 
rise  to  the  fly,  so  that  they  are  not  often  fished  for 
with  a  fly-rod.  At  Pangboume  the  weir-fishing  is 
let  out  to  a  limited  number  of  rods  at  a  guinea  per 
rod,  and  there  is  usually  a  dozen  or  two  fish  taken 
each  season.;  F^  Hi  Amphlett.; 


A  SPEING  MOENING  IN  A 
YOKKSHIRE  GILL. 


"  Halloa,  here's  a  trout-rod ! "  Mr.  Wemmick 
in  his  Walworth  humour  would  have  said.  "  Halloa, 
here's  a  bag  of  scoured  maiden  dew-worms  !  Halloa, 
here's  a  mountain  beck,  brawling  and  tumbling 
almost  across  the  doorstep  !    Let's  go  fishing  !  '' 

The  fact  was  a  little  invalid  in  the  house  sighed 
for  trout,  and  needs  must  when  the — er — invalid 
drives.  Besides,  what  is  more  delightful  than  a 
spring  morning's  trouting,  and  was  it  not  the  second 
day  of  spring  ?  I  am  not  quite  sure  upon  that 
point.  I  know  it  was  spring  in  a  general  sort  of  way 
according  to  the  Gregorian  Calendar  ;  but,  then, 
you  see,  we  are  a  cautious  lot  in  the  higher  York- 
shire dales  ;  we  do  not  care  to  be  hurried  in  arriving 
at  an  important  conclusion,  and  during  the  hundi-ed 
and  fifty  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  adoption 
by  Act  of  Parliament  of  the  new  style  of  chronology, 
we  have  scarcely  had  time  to  make  up  our  minds 
that  it  is  quite  correct.  Therefore,  until  we  do, 
we  still  stick  to  the  old  style,  making  May  Day  on 
the  thirteenth  of  the  "  merrie  month,"  and  Martin- 
mas the  twenty-third  of  November  instead  of  the 
legitimate  eleventh  ;  and,  naturally,  when  it  comes 
to  a  question  of  spring  I  can  never  quite  decide 
whether  to-day  is  a  fortnight  ago  or  merely  the 
middle  of  next  week  but  one. 

We  are  a  trifle  conservative,  too,  in  other  matters, 
we  old  dalesfolk.  We  want  things  as  "  wer  gran'- 
feythers  "  had  them,  and  any  method  of  procedure 
which  does  not  bear  the  ancient  hall-mark  of  the 
approval  of  a  long  bygone  generation  is  open  to  the 
gravest  suspicion.  I  once  nearly  drove  an  old 
local  angler  into  a  fit  by  persisting  in  Ids  using  a 
Sin.  maiden  dew-worm,  baited  Permell-wise  on  two- 
hook  tackle,  for  worming  for  trout  on  a  moorland 
beck;  He  had  never  heard  of  such  an  outrageous 
proceeding  before,  had  been  casting  aside  such 
worms  as  useless  all  his  life  ;  trout  would  not  look  at 
such  a  bait.  The  only  possible  way  of  catching 
trout  with  worm  was  with  the  assistance  of  the  tiny 
pink  worm,  threaded  on  one  small  hook,  found  in 
heaps  of  road-scrapings — and  his  grandfather  had 
said  the  same  before  liim.  Reluctantly  he  allowed 
me  to  tie  a  couple  of  No.  3  eyed  hooks  on  the  end  of 
his  casting-line  ;  rebelliously  he  permitted  me  to 
bait  them  with  the  aforesaid  maiden  dew ;  and 
sorely  against  the  grain  he  landed  a  fish  at  the  first 
throw.  Another  and  another  followed,  until  he  had 
secured  a  nice  little  dish  of  seven  or  eight  trout, 
when  I  left  him.  Victory !  Sound  the  loud 
timbrel !  I  prided  myself  that  I  had  achieved  one 
glorious  triumph  over  the  ancient  prejudices  of 
grandfatherdom.  Alas,  I  was  too  premature  !  The 
next  day  my  unregenerato  pupil  was  cheerfully  back 
to  his  old  method,  comfortably  losing  fish  after  fish, 
just  in  the  old  sweet  way  that  his  grand-daddy  did 
seventy  years  ago. 

As  a  matter  of  course  trout-culture  is  far  too 
rnodern  an  innovation  to  engage  anything  of  the 
sympathy  of  the  sturdy  old  dalesman.  One  good 
old  soul,  echoing  the  sentiment  of  the  district, 
growled  to  me  that  neither  in  the  river  nor  in  the 
becks  is  there  one  trout  where  formerly  there  were 
twenty.  "  How's  that ;  how  do  you  accoimt  for 
it  ?  "  I  inquired,  with  my  best  air  of  ingenuousness. 
"  Why,  don't  ye  know  ?  T'  fishing's  been  ruined 
ever  sin'  they  started  squeezing  t'  fish  !  "■  he  re- 
sponded in  virtuous  horror.-  And  once  more  the 
mighty  truth  — at  least,  it  is  a  mighty  truth  in  the 


eyes  of  the  dalesman — was  spread  before  me  that 
the  entire  trout-fishing  of  Upper  Wharfedale  has 
been  irretrievably  ruined  by  the  annual  artificial 
incubation  of  no  more  than  a  few  hundreds  of  ova 
by  a  club  a  few  miles  below  us.  The  dalesman  says 
so.  Ho  is  positive  about  it — as  positive  as  the  dear 
old  lady  whose  only  son  enlisted  in  the  Militia,  and, 
when  his  regiment  came  marching  past  the  following  , 
week,  clapped  her  hands  and  exclaimed  in  joyiul 
pride,  "  See,  see ;  they're  all  out  of  step  but  our 
Johnnie  ! 

However,  the  beck  has  been  brawling  past  the 
doorstep  long  enough.  Pulling  on  my  waders  and 
mackintosh,  and  muffling  up  well — for  was  it  not 
spring  according  to  the  calendar  ?— I  walked  up  to 
the  entrance  of  the  gill  immediately  above  the  old 
grey  village,  and  commenced  operations  with  a 
worm  on  two-hook  tackle:  It  was  a  typical  spring 
day,  and  might  have  been  considered  moderately 
mild — in  Greenland.  From  an  English  point  of  view 
the  general  meteorological  conditions  were  too 
strongly  reminiscent  of  dodging  about  under  a 
shower-bath  in  a  refrigerator,  with  a  double  pressure 
of  water  turned  on  at  the  main,  and  rude  Boreas 
wafting  icy  blasts  down  your  neck  with  the  kitchen 
bellows,  to  be  absolutely  pleasant. 

Just  now  the  .gill  of  which  I  write  is  a  scene  of 
impressive  desolation,  a  deep  ravine,  cut  in  the 
shape  of  a  rugged  V,  the  sides  of  which  go  towering 
up  through  successive  zones  of  natural  pasture  unre- 
freshed  as  yet  with  the  greenth  of  new  life,  and 
through  the  dark  scrubby  patches  of  hazel  copse  and 
blackened  ling  to  the  dull  drab  of  the  higher  cotton- 
gi'ass  heath  and  the  alpine  pasture  of  the  supreme 
heights,  2300ft.  above  the  sea  ;  while  here  and  there 
the  wild  landscape  is  veined  Avith  the  white  lime- 
stone walls  that  streak  the  sides  of  the  V  like  the 
whitened  bones  of  dead  civilisation.  Along  the 
bottom  of  this  deep  trough  tumbles  and  splutters 
and  twists  over  its  rocky  limestone  bed,  with  more 
twinings  and  doublings  than  strict  sobriety  would 
warrant,  the  beck.  In  summer  a  very  little  brook, 
draining  the  bogs  and  swamps  of  the  mountain 
sides  ;  in  early  spring  oft  a  foaming  torrent,  fed 
from  the  melting  snows  of  the  desolate  heights. 
Now,  while  the  valley  is  clear  of  the  last  vestiges  of 
white  winter,  the  beck  is  still  big  with  the  greenish- 
grey  snow-broth  from  the  slowly-dwindling  drifts 
that  lie  hard  packed  and  many  feet  thick  in  the 
deep  ravines  a  thousand  feet  and  more  above  us. 

Of  course,  in  this  deep,  narrow  gully  the  wind  can 
only  blow  two  ways,  up  and  down,  and  when  it  tries 
to  do  both  at  once — as  occasionally  it  did  on  the 
morning  in  question — the  result  is  perplexing.  With 
a  howlmg  gale  blowing,  fly-fishing  was  utterly  out 
of  the  question — unless,  of  course,  you  had  some 
remote  hope  of  hooking  a  stray  partridge  or  grouse 
whizzing  overhead.  Even  a  substantial  worm  was 
with  difficulty  restrained  from  taking  meteoric 
fiights  at  the  end  of  the  line,  until  the  most  patient 
angler  might  have  been  excused  for  mildly  expostu- 
lating with  his  aerial  bait  that  the  trout  "  weren't 
up  there." 

Then  the  rain  !  How  it  can  rain  in  the  dales — 
and  does  !  The  proverbial  "  cats  and  dogs  "  is  far 
too  mild  an  expression  for  a  daleland  downpour ; 
"  menageries  and  kennel  shows  "  would  be  nearer 
the  mark.  Even  well-mackintoshed,  the  wild, 
driving  sheets  of  icy  rain  turned  one's  thoughts 
longingly  to  the  comfortable  anticipation  of  hot 
gruel  and  a  steaming  mustard-and-water  footbath. 
I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  it  was  more  exaspera- 
tingly  laborious  attempting  to  keep  the  line  in  the 
water  when  the  gale  was  howling  at  my  back  or 
trying  to  throw  against  it  when  it  suddenly  whipped 
round  and  buffeted  me  in  the  face.  I  only  know 
that  whichever  happened  to  be  the  prevailing  evil 
at  the  moment,  I  wished  it  was  t'other  with  all  the 
earnest  desire  of  the  guest  at  the  hotel,  who,  when 
the  waiter  inquired,  "  Tea  or  coffee,  sir  ?  "  responded, 
"  Well,  if  the  last  cup  I  had  was  tea,  bring  me 
coffee  ;  and  if  it  was  coffee,  bring  me  tea." 

One  great  advantagq  a  steep  daleland  beck  offers 
to  the  upstream  angler  is  the  combination  of  fishing 
with  tlie  scrambling  delights  of  mountaineering. 
Slowly  forging  along  up  the  rocky  bed.  climbing 
great  boulders  and  stumbling  over  smaller  ones,  I 
sent  the  toothsome  "  maiden-dew,"  at  the  end  of 
6ft.  of  fine-drawn  gut,  when  the  gale  would  permit 
me.  on  its  mission  of  research  into  each  swirling  eddy, 
each  boiling  cauldron  of  snow-broth  ahead  of  me, 
and  attempted  to  detect  bites  which,  with  the 
weight  of  the  wind  on  the  bowed  rod,  it  was  impos- 
sible to  feel,  and  which  the  tossing  of  the  reel-line 
about  by  the  wanton  gale  made  it  difficult  to  dis- 


cover in  the  ordinary  way  by  the  stoppage  of  the 
bait.  Still,  by  good  luck,  I  succeeded  by  consider- 
able effort  in  hooking  and  landing  half-a-dozen 
decent  fish,  and  then,  when  numbed  fingers  could 
scarce  bait  the  hooks  longer,  I  turned  on  ray  tracks 
down  the  wild  glen,  assured  that  there  is  something 
radically  wrong  about  an  Act  of  Parliament  which 
encourages  trout-fishing  amid  the  arduous  Arctic, 
marrow-freezing  terrors  of  spring,  and  absolutely 
forbids  it  in  winter  when,  of  course,  the  weather  is 
mild  and  genial  and  trout-fishing  might  be  followed 
under  conditions  which  would  make  it  a  pleasure. 

W.  Carter  Platts.  , 


"THINGS  THAT  HAPPEN  WHEN 
WE  GO  A-FISHING." 

[A  paper  read  before  the  members  and  friends  of 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society  on  March  15,  1904,  by 
Robert  Stanley  (author of  "Angling  Anecdotes";.] 


(Continued  from  page  190.) 

Another  thing  that  happens  when  we  go  fishing  is 
that  we  want  comfortable  quarters  to  stay  at.  I 
mean  the  sort  of  place  where  they  don't  mind  drying 
your  wet  things,  and  are  not  above  sewing  a  button 
on  for  you  or  cooking  your  fish — if  you  have  caught 
any.  I  remember  two  little  incidents  that  have 
happened  to  me.  The  first  was  at  a  south  coast  j 
watering-place.  It  was  our  first  visit,  and  not 
knowing  where  to  go,  one  of  our  party  suggested  the 
Grand  Hotel,  and  there  we  went.  Now,  wo  often 
see  advertisements  for  apartments  which  include! 
the  words  "  No  children,''  but  in  the  Grand  Hotel 
advertisement  they  ought  to  say,  "  No  fishermen." 
Well,  wo  engaged  our  rooms  and  went  up  to  change. 
We  slipped  out  of  oiu-  quiet,  respectable  blue  suits, 
and  we  slipped  into  om-  old  weather-beaten,  com- 
fortable fishing  things,  and  we  came  down  into  the 
hall,  and  a  very  sorry  figure  we  must  have  cut.  To 
add  to  the  eflect,  one  of  us  carried  a  garden  fork  for 
digging  bait,  and  another  had  a  tub  holding  the  long 
line.  Slowly  our  little  procession  passed  through 
the  lobby,  and  immense  was  the  sensation  we  caused. ' 
Beautifully-dressed  ladies  and  elegant  gentlemen 
stood  about  in  groups  and  surveyed  us  with  open 
astonishment.  A  sort  of  hush  fell  on  the  assembly 
as  we  passed  through  it,  and  if  only  the  local  reporter 
had  been  present  I  imagine  he  would  have  given' 
half  a  column  to  us,  somewhat  in  this  style  :  "  Pro- 
minent among  the  visitors  at  the  Grand  Hotel  last 
week  were  four  fishermen,  garbed  in  the  quaint  cos- 
tmne  of  their  calling,  and  carrying  the  weird  instru- 
ments of  their  trade.  They  created  no  small 
sensation  amongst  the  other  guests.  .  Gowned  in 
what  are  technically  known  as  oilers  and  hatted  in 
sou' westers  of  the  same  material,  they  made  a  blaze 
of  colour,  the  combination  of  old-gold  and  black 
being  extremely  effective,"  and  so  on.  But  if  our 
outgoing  attracted  attention,  it  was  as  nothing  to 
oiu-  incoming.  A  long  day  on  the  sea,  the  handling 
of  wet  fines  and  scaly  fish,  digging  for  bait  in  a 
muddy  harbour,  and  a  string  of  fish  swimg  on  a 
stick  do  not  tend  to  neatness  or  smart  appearance, 
and  I  may  say  that  we  were  greeted  with  looks  of 
marked  disapproval  and  annoyance  by  the  ladies, 
most  of  whom  were  now  in  evening  attire.  Well, 
our  stay  there  was  for  "  one  night  only,"  for  in  an 
interview  with  the  management  it  was  pointed  out 
to  us  firmly  but  kindly  that  if  we  stayed  on  the 
charges  for  om  rooms  would  have  to  be  doubled,  and 
as  we  were  receiving  more  attention  than  comfort, 
we  thought  it  wiser  and  cheaper  to  leave  for  more 
secluded  quarters. 

The  other  incident  happened  in  apartments ;  it 
was  also  at  the  seaside,  and  my  friend  and  I  being 
two  single  and  defenceless  young  men  fell  an  easf 
prey  to  a  rapacious  landlady.  I  remember  wheai 
we  engaged  the  rooms  that  we  were  struck  by  hefc 
pleasant  manner  and  the  moderate  price.  "  Of 
course  there  will  be  extras,"  she  had  said,  and  we, 
being  young,  had  agreed  readily.  "  Oh,  of  course  !  " 
we  said,  and  rather  regarding  extras  as  a  neghgible 
quantity  had  dismissed  tlie  matter  from  our  nunds 
and  forgotten  it.  But  the  bill  came  as  an  awaken- 
ing—everything was  an  extra  ;  we  had  been  called 
early — that  was  an  extra ;  wo  had  come  in  late — 
that  had  kept  the  household  up,  and  M  as  an  extra ; 
shaving  water  was  an  extra  ;  hot  water  for  grog  was 
an  extra ;  and  as  one  night  wo  had  had  extra  grog, 
that  was  a  double  extra  ;  but  the  imldndest  cut  of 
all  was  that  the  fish  we  liad  given  the  landlady  fot 
her  sick  mother  were  also  charged  as  an  extra — 
"  Item  :  to  man  for  cleaning  twenty  small  fish,  one 
shilhng."  WeU,  we  paid  up  and  arranged  to  leave 
next  day,  and  I  may  say  we  retired  to  rest  that 
night  feehng  very  aggrieved,  and  wthout,  as  far  as, 
we  could  see,  any  possible  way  of  getting  level  m  the 
matter,  but  kindly  Fate  helped  us,  and  I  thmk  ybix 
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The  Directors  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Company  have  decided  to  hold,  during  the  Summer  of  1904,  an 

•  ^  •  J  • 


AT  THE 


CRYSTAL  PALACE,  London, 

May  14th  to  August  31st,  1904. 

THE  WIDE  SCOPE  OF  THIS  EXHIBITION,  and  the  strong  support  it  is  receiving  from  noblemen  and  gentlemen  interested  in 

Sport,  will  be  seen  from  the  following  list  of  the  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  : 


His  Grace  The  Dcke  of  Devonshire,  K  G 
His  Grace  The  Dike  of  Leeds. 
Tlie  ilnst  Hon.  JIakquis  of  Bre.idalbane,  K.G. 
Field- Jlarshal  Earl  Roberts,  V.C.,  K.G.,  etc. 
The  Riaht  Hon.  The  Earl  of  .SHREWSBiRr  and  Talbot 
(Polo). 

The  Eisht  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Hu.ntingdon. 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Eakl  of  vvi.vchilsea  and  Nottingham. 

The  Eight  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Esskx 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Bichan. 

The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Manners,  D.S.O. 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  DnRHAM  (Steward  of  the 

Jockey  Club). 
The  Right  Hon.  Earl  FiTzwiLLiAsr,  D.S.O. 
The  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Lon.«iiale 
The  Right  Hon.  The  Earl  of  Sheffield. 
I^e  Right  Hon.  Lord  Hawke  (Capt.  of  Yorkshire  CO.). 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Alvkkstone,  G.C'.M.G.,  Lord  Chief 

Justice  (President  of  the  M.C.C.  and  Surrey  C.C.). 
The  Eight  Hon.  Lord  Westbiry. 
Lord  Makcis  Bere.sford. 
Lord  George  Loftis. 

Pkince  serge  Belos.'^elskt  (St.  Petersburg  Polo  Club). 
MARyt  IS  DE  VILLAVIE.IA  (Paris  Polo  Club) 
\  icomte  DE  LA  Eochefoccacld  (Paris  Polo  Club) 
H.H.  Sir  Partap  Singh,  Maharajah  of  Idar,  G.C.S.L,  K.C.B 
(Polo). 

H.H.  The  Maharaja  of  Cooch  Behar,  G.C.LE.,  CB 
(Polo). 

H.H.  The  Maharaja  of  Alwar  iPolo). 

The  Hon.  0?mi  xd  Scott. 

The  Hon.  Perci"  Thellusson. 

Sir  Hu.mphrev  de  Trafford,  Bart. 

Sir  Claude  Champion  de  Crespigny,  Bart 

Sir  Walter  Smythe,  Bart.  (Polo). 

Sir  Charles  Wolseley,  Bart.  (Polo). 

Sir  Berry  Ccsack-Smith,  K.C.M.G.  (Polo) 

Leonard  Bra.«sev,  Es^i.  (Steward  of  the  Jockey  Club). 

Arthcr  James,  Esq.  (Steward  of  the  Jockey  Club). 

Lieut. -Col.  H.  DE  B.  DE  Lisle,  C.B.,  D.S.O,,  5th  iDragoon 

Guards  (Polo). 
Lieut.-Col.  D.  KiNLOCH. 
Colonel  G.  JIalcolji  Fox. 
Colonel  W.  Baldwin. 
Colonel    John  Scott 

-Aldershot). 

Major  R    McKerrell  (Assistant  Inspector  of  Gymnasia, 
Aldershot). 

Major  F.  Egerton-Green  (Hurlinghara  Polo  Club). 


Napier    (Inspector  of  Gymnasia, 


Major  A.  AcLAND  HooD. 

Major  Cecil  Peters  (London  Polo  Club). 

Major  J.  U.  Ewart. 

Major  R.  ST.  C.  Lecky,  R.H.A.  (Hon.  Sec.,' In<lian' Polo 
Association). 

Henry  L,  Herbert,  Esq.  (Chairman,  Polo  Association  of 

United  States). 
G.  L.  St.  QurNTiN.-Es.i.  (Hurlingham  Polo  Club). 
Captain  E.  I),  .\l ii.i.i:);,  D.S.O.  (Roehanipton  Polo  Club). 
Captain  Buk.ns-Haktiu'I'  (M.F.H.). 
Captain  Wvnyaku  (Hampshire  C.C.). 
Captain  C.  8.  R.  HuARE,  E.N. 
Captain  W.  Edgeworth-Johnstone. 
Captain  A.  Hutton. 
Captain  Pellier  Johnson. 
G.  W.  Allcock,  Esq.  (Football  Association). 
W.  Allison,  E.sq.  (Racing  and  Bisjedina). 
J.  B.  Angle,  Es(i.  (National  Sporting  Club) 

F.  A   Battock,  Esq.  (Hon.  Sec,  The  Field  Sports  Associa- 

tion). 

G.  W.  Beldam,  Esq.  (Middlesex  C.C.,  and  London  County  C  C  ) 
A.  F.  Bettinson,  Esq.  (The  National  Sporting  Club) 
Eustace  Blake,  Esq.  (Manager,  London  Polo  Club) 

T.  \V.  3.  Britten  Es<|.  (N.C.U.). 
J.  H.  Butt,  Esij.  (Shooting). 
Egerton  Castle,  Esq. 

C.  R.  Champion  de  Crespignt  (Grenadier  Guards) 

\V.  M.  Chinnery,  Esq.  (Athletics). 

J.  0.  Clegg,  Esq.  (Football  Association). 

C.  H.  Cook,  Esq.  ("John  Bickerdyke  "). 

Robert  Cook,  Esq.  (Athletics). 

H.  C.  Dillon,  Esq.  (Shooting). 

J.  E.  Fowler  Dixon,  Esq.  (Athletics). 
Sydenham  Dixon,  Esq.  (Billiards). 

A.  B.  DUNLOP,  Esq. 

G.  T.  Dunning,  Esq.,  The  Sportsman. 

B.  C.  EVELEGH.  of  Th».  Field  (Lawn  Tennis). 
S.  MUKE  FERGUSSON,  Esq. 

G.  W.  FITZWILLIAM,  Esq.  (M.F.H.). 

C.  B.  Fry,  Esq.  (Cricjvet). 
Sydney  H.  Fry,  Esq. 
Guy  Gilbey,  Esq. 

H.  W.  Gilbey,  Esq. 

F.  A.  Gill,  Esq.  (Ranelagh  Polo  Club). 
Dr.  W.  G.  Grace  (Cricket). 

Rev.  J.  H.  Gray,  M  A.  (President,  C.U.R.U.F.C,  Hon.  Treas 

C.U.A.C.),  Queen's  College,  Cambridge. 
W.  H.  Grenfell,  E3(i.,  M.P. 
George  Greville,  Esq. 


H.  H.  Griffin,  Esq.  (Cycling). 
H(jWiNGHAM  Hall,  Esi|.  (Coursing). 

G.  W.  Hearn,  Esq.  (Hon.  Sec,  A.S.A.). 

W.  Henry,  Esq.  (Hop.  Sec,  Life  Saving  Society). 

C.  Herbert,  Esq.  (Athletics). 

Eo^^'LAND  Hill,  Esq.  (Rugby  Football). 

Harold  H.  Hilton,  Esc|.  (Golf). 

S.  K.  HOLMAN,  Esq.  (Hon.  Sec,  L.A.C.). 

H.  Holt,  Esq.  (Shooting). 
Adrian  Hope,  Esri. 

H.  (}.  Hutchinson,  Esq.  (Golf). 
C.  Val  Hunter,  Esq.  (Athletics). 
Charles  Jackson,  Esq.  (Ch.  Cli.,  O.xford). 
G.  L.  Jessop,  Esq. 

A.  O.  Jones,  Esq.  (Captain,  Nottingham  CO.). 
Myles  Kennedy-,  Esq. 

F.  E.  Laoey,  Esq.  (Secretary,  JI.C.C'.). 

A.  C.  Maclaren,  Es(|.  (Captain,  Lancashire  C.C.). 

A.  (f.  Mbars,  Esq.  (Hon.  Sec,  German  Gymnastic  Society). 

R.  B.  Marston,  Es<|.,  The  Fishing  Gazette. 

Leslie  M.  Balfour  Melville,  Esq. 

Eustace  H.  Miles,  Esq.  (Racquet  and  Tennis). 

C.  D.  jMiller,  Es(i.  (Roehanipton  Polo  Club). 

G.  A.  Miller,  Esq.  (Boehampton  Polo  Club). 
C.  O.  MiNCHIK,  Esq.  (Sea  Angling). 

W.  Newham,  Esq.  (Secretary,  Sussex  County  C.C.). 

Guy  Nickalls,  Esq. 

S.  E.  Noble,  Es(|.  (Cycling). 

M.  O'GoRMAN,  Esq. 

Lynwood  Palmer,  Esq. 

H.  Cholmondeley  Pennell,  Esq.  (Fishing). 
James  Pickup,  Esq.  (Sea  Angling). 

Geo.  Phagnell,  Esq.  (President,  A.S.A.) 

Dr.  Eandell. 

Prince  Ranjitsinh.ii. 

F.  Hodgson  Roberts,  Esq. 

E.  A.  Sanders,  Esq.  (M.S.H.). 
Toji  Scott,  Esq. 

■E.  R.  Shii'TON.  Esq.  (Cycling). 
Garden  G.  Smith,  Esq.  (Golf). 
A.  F.  Somerset,  Esq. 

F.  N.  Spofforth,  Esq.  (Cricket). 
F.  Straight,  Esq.  (Auto-Cycling). 
Rev.  H.  C.  Lenox  Tindall. 

Dr.  E.  B.  Turner  (Cycling). 

L,  Walker,  Esq. 

W.  J.  Wilson,  Esq.  (Football). 

Walter  Winans,  es(i. 

E.  Yatman,  Esq. 


ERNEST  SCHENK,  Esq.,  CJmirman. 


niltECTOJlS  OV  THE  CRY  ST. IT,  PALACE  COMPANY: 

W.  B.  KEEN,  Esq.       Captain  The  Hon.  ARTHUR  C.  E.  SOMERSET. 


C.  HOWARD  TRIPP,  Esq, 


'°  ^^^\  ""^^"^^^^  *T  '"'^        Exhibition  as  the  Crystal  Palace,  which  affords  sufficient  room  umler  its  spacious 
root  tor  all  the   apparatus,  implements,  and  accessories  of  Sport,  and  in  its  extensive  and  beautiful  grounds    all  the   facilities  for 

PL   SERIEIS   OF  COMi^ETITIONS 

without  which  a  Sports  Exhibition  cannot  be  sufficiently  attractive  to  command  success.     These  will  take  place  during  the  run  of  the 

Exhibition,  in  connection  with  Sports  of  all  kinds 

INCLUDING  FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING. 

SALMON   FLY  CASTING,  TROUT  FLY  CASTING, 

BAIT  CASTING  IN  THAMES,   NOTTINGHAM,  AND  AMERICAN  STYLES,  &c. 

***  ^^//i*s^;.ofL/^^/^A^Jw  Gazette,''  who  first  infroduced  Fl„  and  Bait  Casting  Con,  pet  if  ions  into 

?oL   «nrf  t^/n.  '/f^  ^'V/"  to  undertake  the  arrangements  for  the  Casting  Competi- 

toZ'deT%!^J:.  a««**f^^  6?y  a  Committee,  mcludtng  gentlemen  who  have  assisted  at  previotis  tournaments.  Details  as 
to  Jtmes,  J.  dt^es,  d:c.,  ivill  be  announced  in  due  course. 


As  the  Exhibition  will  unquestionably  attract  an  immense  concourse  of  Anglers  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  it  cannot  fail  to  prove  of 

the  greatest  value  to 

EXHIBITORS   OF   FISHING    RODS,   TACKLE,  &c. 

who  will  be  afforded  facilities  for  enabling  visitors  to  Test  IJods,  Lines,  &c.,  on  waters  sucli  as  have  been  possible  at  no' previous  Exhibitions  of  the 

kind.    In  connection  with  tlie  Fishing  Tackle  Exhibits  there  will  be  a  display  of 

EXHIBITS  OF  SPECIMEN  FISH  IN  CASES,  &:c.,  from  Angling  Clubs  and  Private  Collections. 

Secretary  and  Acting  Manager:  J.  H.  CozENS^sq.        Commissioner:  Gbokge  Coluns  Levet.  C.M.G.      Offices:  14.  Victoria  St.,  London,  S.W 
Intending  Exhibitors  should  apply  at  once  for  particulars  to  G.  O.  LEVEY,  Esq-.^jyTc,  14,  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W. 
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will  agree  that  accounts  were  fairly  squared  up  at 
the  finish.  It  was  tliis  way  ;  ^  we  had  caught  two 
nice  conge^-e^ls,  going  about  51b.  each,  and  we 
thought,  to  keep  thein  fresh  we  would  put  them  on 
the  stone  liearth  in  our  bedroom,  and  so  we  did,  but 
n^xt  morning  it  turned  out  that  one  of  those  eels 
must  have  been  alive,  for  it  was  nowhere  to  be  seen. 
Then  where  was  it  ?  We  searclied  and  hunted 
everywhere.  We  even  weighed  the  remaining  eel 
to  see  if  it  had  swallowed  its  comrade  ;  but,  no,  it 
still  weighed  51b.  At  last,  as  we  were  giving  up  the 
search,  we  spied  a  hole  in  the  corner  of  the  hearth, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  that  eel  had 
squirmed  itself  in  under  the  boards,  and  I  think 
we  may  safely  assume  that  in  the  course  of  a  week 
or  so  that  worthy  landlady  had  an  "extra"  that 
was  rather  more  than  she  had  bargained  for. 

I  was  talking  of  others  giving  us  advice  just  now, 
hnt  this  very  summer  I  was  tempted  into  giving 
advice  myself,  and  I  think  it  will  be  the  last  time  I  do 
so  ;  it  was  on  the  Tliames,  and  I  was  quietly  roach- 
fishing,  when  a  man  arrived  and  asked,  "  What 
sport  ?  "  We  talked  a  little,  and  then  noticing  that 
he  was  putting  a  jack  rod  together  I  pointed  out  a 
good  spot  to  him,  and  advised  spinning  ;  he  was  a 
polite  man,  and  he  thanked  and  loft  mo,  and  soon  I 
noticed  that  he  had  put  on  a  livo-bait,  and  was 
fishing  another  swim.  Now,  as  a  rule,  I  am  a  most 
reserved  and  quiet  angler,  but  somehow  I  liked  this 
man,  and  felt  inclined  to  put  him  right,  so  I  left 
my  rod  and  went  and  told  him  how  to  do  it.  "  I 
should  fish  deeper  and  cast  further  out,"  I  said. 
He  thanked  me  and  continued  fishing  in  his  own 
way  ;  still,  I  kept  on,  I  told  him  this,  and  I  told  him 
that,  and  I  tried  to  encourage  him — mind,  I  don't 
think  it  was  altogether  my  fault,  for  from  the  way 
this  stranger  fished  I  thouglit  he  was  out  for  the 
first  time,  and  would  be  glad  of  a  friend  in  need. 
However,  as  the  sequel  proved,  he  could  have  given 
me  much  better  advice  than  I  was  able  to  give  him, 
and  this  is  how  it  came  about : — A  few  days  later  I 
was  to  be  elected  a  member  of  the  local  fi.shing  club, 
and  while  being  shown  roimd  the  club  room  I  was 
particularly  struck  with  two  magnificent  cases  of 
pike.  "  Ah,"  I  said,  "  the  man  who  caught  those 
doesn't  want  teaching  much!"  "No,"  said  my 
friend,  "  he's  the  champion  of  the  club  ;  you'll  see 
him  soon  ;  he's  the  secretary."  Of  cours'e,  it  turned 
out  to  be  the  polite  stranger,  and  I  think  it  speaks 
volumes  for  his  generosity  that  he  not  only  accepted 
my  explanation  that  I  thought  it  was  his  first 
attempt  at  pike-fishing,  but  that  he  also  did  not  get 
me  black-balled,  as  I  thoroughly  deserved  to  be. 

Sea-fishing. 

When  we  go  sea-fishing  there  are  things  that 
liappen,  especially  when  we  are  anchored  up  with  a 
good  swell  on.  I  need  not  particularise,  but  there  is 
no  doubt  that  one  of  the  reasons  why  pier  fishing  is 
so  popular  is  because  a  pier  does  not  rock  about.  I 
think  it  was  Tennyson  who  vsTote — 

I    "  The  winds  are  out  with  the  waves  at  play. 
And  I  shall  not  tempt  the  sea  to-day." 

No,  she  is  a  sweet  mistress  is  the  sea,  but  she  very 
often  lures  us  on  to  (temporary)  destruction.  I 
remember  sitting  in  the  Moss  Rose,  at  Brighton,  for 
an  hour  or  so  in  company  with  some  other  "  shilling 
sailors."  We  were  beached,  and  a  man  stood 
beside  us  and  cried,  "  Yacht  agoing,"  while  we  all 
told  each  other  how  "  beautiful  the  sea  looked  from 
the  land."  At  the  end  of  another  half-hour  the 
yacht  really  did  go,  and  as  a  strong  breeze  had 
sprung  up  during  the  interval,  it  was  only  a  matter 
of  a  very  few  minutes  before  we  had  changed  our 
tune,  and  were  all  agreed  that  however  nice  the  sea 
uiight  look  from  the  land  it  was  not  half  as  nice  as 
the  land  looked  from  the  sea. 

Of  course,  there  is  pier  fishing  and  pier  fishing. 
The  best  I  ever  had  was  from  the  old  Chain  Pier  at 
Brighton.  It  was  essentially  a  fisherman's  pier — 
at  least,  the  lower  deck  was.  It  was  built  with  low 
and  slanting  beams  that  caught  unsuspecting 
visitors  violent  blows  on  the  head  ;  it  had  rough 
and  uneven  flooring  tliat  tripped  them  up.  It  had 
as  well  that  ancient  and  fisii-like  smell  that  can  be 
imderstood  and  appreciated  only  by  a  genuine 
angler,  and  so,  by  one  means  or  another,  the  in- 
(juisitivo  stranger  was  kept  at  a  distance.  Wo  had 
occasionally  to  adopt  stronger  measures.  There 
w(!re  two  old  ladies,  I  remember,  who  came  for  three 
days  running  and  sat  for  hours  togetlier  just  at  the 
l)est  corner.  We  decided  that  they  would  ho 
happier  and  safer  on  the  top  dock,  and  the  fourtli 
morning  wo  luid  that  seat  very  carefully  prepared  : 
some  half-dozen  fish  were  cut  open  and  spread  to 
<lry,  and  our  crab-net,  alive  with  Jack  Avols,  lay 
ready  as  a  footstool,  while  the  comfortable  arms  of 
the  seat  served  as  a  rosting-plaeo  for  some  No.  1  size 
lugworms.  All  was  ready,  and,  as  wo  hoped  and 
expected,  the  dear  old  ladies  came,  saw,  and  were 
conquered. 

{To  be  continued.) 


MESSES.  HENEY  MILWAED  AND 
SONS'  NOVELTIES  IN  BAITS,  ETC. 

Messrs.  Henry  Milward  and  Sons,  of  Red- 
ditch,  send  us  some  of  their  improvements  in  baits 
and  tackles,  which  will  be  found  well  worth  the 
attention  of  all  who  use  spinning  baits,  either 
artificial  or  natural,  for  salmon,  trout,  pike,  etc. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  a  great  many  anglers  like  a 
bait  which  spins  on  a  wire,  as  it  does  not  turn  the 
line  and  cause  kinking,  and  this  point  has  been 
kept  in  view  in  Messrs.  Milward' s  new  Devon  and 
Phantom.- 

1.  The  Patent  Angler's  Dead  Bait  Spinner. 
— This  well-known  spinner  has  been  improved  by 
momiting  it  with  double  barbed  right  angle  treble 
hooks,  and  by  shortening  the  spike  by  about  half 
the  original  length.- 

2.  Patent  Inimitable  Devon. — The  mounting 
of  this  is  so  arranged  that  the  bait  revolves  round 


the  side  hooks,  which  are  mounted  with  twisted 
gut,  are  easily  replaced  without  damaging  the  bait, 

and  the  kinking  of  the  running  line  is  successfully 

overcome. 

4.  The  Patent  "  X  "  Angler's  Seat. — This  is 
a  very  simple,  light,  and  strong  portable  folding 
wooden  seat.  It  has  been  well  tested  and  proved 
to  be  a  success.  We  believe  the  price  is  very 
reasonable.'  Doubtless  it  and  Messrsj  Milward's 
other  novelties  are  on  sale  by  the  retail  houses,  or 
will  be  very  shortly;  they  are  very  well  and 
strongly  made. 


CEOCKETT,  SCOTT,  AND  THE 
'COON. 

Everyone  has  heard  of  "  Davy  Crockett's 
'coon,"  the  one  which  said,  "  Don't  shoot,  I  will 
come  down."  To  "  come  down  Uke  Davy  Crockett's 
'coon '-  is  a  colloquial  expression  in  common  use. 


The  Patent  Angler's  Dead 
Bait  Spinner. 


2.  Patent  Inimitable  Devon.    Showing  how  Hooks  of  the 

Inimitable  Devon  are  Mounted. 


3,  Patent  Excelsior  Phantom. 


4.  The  Patent  "X"  Angler's  Seat. 

a  centre  wire  to  which  is  attached  the  tail  hook. 
The  great  advantages  claimed  for  this  method  are: 

 (1)  Increased  power  of  penetration  of  the  tail 

hook  which  remains  stationary  instead  of  revolv- 
ing ;  (2)  the  additional  bearing  facilitates  the 
spinning  of  the  bait;  (3)  the  attachment  of  the 
side  hooks,  while  very  strong,  admits  of  attach- 
ment and  detachment  without  the  aid  of  any  tools 
or  material;  (4)  the  centre  wire  forming  the  axis, 
being  stationary,  prevents  the  line  from  kinking. 

3.  Patent  Excelsior  Phantom.— The  mount- 
ing of  this  provides  for  a  central  wire  made  of 
German  silver,  to  which  is  attached  the  tail  hooks, 
and  around  it  the  Phantom  bait  revolvesj  As  in 
the  Patent  Inimitable  Devon,  the  tail  hooks  remain 
stationary,  the  spinning  of  the  Phantom  is  easier, 


Crockett  and  the  'coon  that  came  down  are  so 
popularly  associated  that  to  attempt  to  disconnect 
them  is  well  nigh  to  attempt  the  impossible.  To 
explain  a  thousand  times  that  it  was  not  Davy 
Crockett  to  whom  the  'coon  came  do-mi  were 
without  effect ;  the  world  has  it  "  Davy  Crockett's 
'coon,"  and  the  world  will  have  it  so,  and  there  it 
stands. 

The  real  hero  of  the  'coon  story  was  Captain  Martin 
Scott ;  the  story  was  a  tribute  to  his  skill  as  a  rifle 
shot.  Scott  was  a  brave  man  and  a  good  American 
soldier  of  the  Mexican  War  period,  and  he  deserved 
to  be  remembered ;  but  even  such  credit  as  the 
'coon  story  attributed  to  him  has  been  filched  from 
him  and  given  to  another,  who  did  not  need  it. 
Davy  Crockett  fills  a  generous  niche  in  the  history 
of  the  South-west ;  his  tragic  death  in  the  Alamo 
gave  him  secure  place  among  the  heroic  spirits  of 
his  time.  Crockett's  own  favourite  aphorism,  "  Be 
sure  you  are  right,  then  go  ahead,"  might  well  be 
enjoined  upon  those  who  cite  the  'coon  story  to 
point  a  moral  or  adorn  a  tale.  The  'coon  that  came 
down  came  down  to  Captain  Martin  Scott. 

Scott  was  a  native  of  Vermont.  From  his  youth 
he  was  famous  as  a  shot.  An  exploit  of  his  twelfth 
year  was  the  slaying,  unaided  and  alone,  wth  his 
father's  purloined  smooth-bore,  of  a  marauding 
bear  which  had  defied  the  entire  posse  comitatus  of 
the  grown-ups  of  the  neighbourhood.  There  were 
no  laws  in  those  days  for  the  protection  of  sheep- 
stealing  bears.  A  feat  of  Scott's  mature  years  was 
the  cure  of  a  sick  man  by  shooting  him.  This 
heroic  treatment  was  administered  in  a  duel.  Scott 
shot  his  antagonist  through  the  lungs.  The  man 
had  been  sick  with  consumption,  but  from  that 
moment  began  to  mend  and  got  well.    If  Scott  did 
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not  actually  efEect  the  cure,  he  at  least  had  the 
credit  of  it. 

The  'coon  story  was  printed  about  the  year  1840, 
five  years  after  the  death  of  Crockett.  It  was  told 
of  Captain  Scott,  and  ran  like  this  : 

Captain  Martin  Scott  was  out  in  the  woods  one 
day  with  a  party  of  friends  hunting.  They  were 
scattered  through  the  woods,  each  hunting  sepa- 
rately. One  of  the  party  at  length  came  upon  a 
raccoon  that  was  sitting  in  one  of  the  highest 
branches  of  a  very  tall  tree.  He  fired  at  him  and 
missed.  One  by  one  the  rest  of  the  party  came  up 
and  tried  their  hand,  each  missing  the  distant  'coon, 
who  grew  saucier  as  they  proceeded.  At  length 
Captain  Scott  arrived,  and  was  in  the  act  of  pulling 
trigger,  when  the  'coon  looked  slyly  around  the 
limb  and  said : 

"  Who  are  you  ?  " 

"  I  am  Scott.  "- 

"  What  Scott  ?  " 

"  I  am  Captain  Scott." 

"  Are  you  Captain  Martin  Scott  ?  " 

"  The  same." 

"  W^ell,"  said  the  'coon,  unlimbering  himself, 
you  need  not  shoot ;  I  will  come  down." 
Captain  Scott  fought  in  the  Mexican  War,  and 
died  before  Molino  del  Rey.  Major  H.  W.  Merrill, 
a  veteran  of  the  Mexican  War,  well  known  to  old 
readers  of  Forest  and  Stream  as  a  contributor  to  its 
columns,  was  in  Scott's  troop,  and  witnessed  his 
death.  It  was  in  a  position  exposed  to  the  enemy's 
fire ;  the  Americans  sheltered  themselves  by  lying 
on  the  ground  in  the  rifle  pits  and  trenches.  Scott 
stood  erect,  and  was  warned  to  lie  down.  "  Martin 
Scott  never  lies  down,"  was  his  answer.  They  were 
his  last  words.  A  Mexican  bullet  came  singing,  and 
Scott  fell,  mortally  wounded. — Forest  and  Stream. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  h. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  mtist  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thamea. — Genebal  Remaeks. — The  river  is  in 
firat-class  order  for  trouting,  and  anglers  are  fairly 
confident  of  an  early  start  with  the  fish.  A  fine 
Consignment  of  two  hundred  two-year-old  trout  has 
been  placed  in  the  river  at  Great  Marlow,  and  last 
Saturday  (March  26)  the  local  branch  of  the  Thames 
Trout  Restocking  Association  placed  one  hundred 
good  sized  trout  in  the  river.  The  general  opinion 
is  expressed  that  this  class  of  work  will  be  of  the 
utmost  value  in  helping  to  keep  up  the  stock  of 
trout  in  the  river,  and  as  the  labours  of  the  officials 
are  entirely  honorary,  and  the  work  is  done  on 
behalf  of  anglers  in  general,  there  should  be  a  ready 
response  towards  the  restocking  funds. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

  CHenley). — The  river  is  now  running  in 

splendid  condition,  the  water  Ls  a  good  colour,  and 
a  nice  atream.  The  winds  are,  however,  cold,  and 
few  trout  have  been  seen  on  the  move.  Given 
warmer  weather,  I  shall  expect  to  hear  of  some 
captures  on  April  1. — Stanley  Mead. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  Dlatrlot). — Very  few  anglers 
have  been  on  the  water  during  the  past  week,  and 
sport  tienerally  has  been  poor.  The  water  remains 
very  cold,  and  has  reached  its  normal  height,  but 
very  few  flies  are  on  the  water,  which  is  keeping  the 
/ish  at  the  bod  of  the  river;  this,  no  doubt,  has 


had  a  deal  to  do  with  the  bad  sport  obtained.  On 
March  25  Mr.  Ackrell  had  half-a-dozen,  and  the 
same  day  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  thirteen.  Subse- 
quently, Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  and  Mr.  E.  Distin  had 
small  baskets. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  Exe  has  now  gone 
down  to  its  ordinary  level  after  the  fine  weather, 
but  large  catches  have  not  been  recorded  owing 
principally  to  the  cold  winds.  Baskets  have  been 
small  on  the  Carey,  and  the  stream  is  low  and  clear. 
An  angler  creeled  nearly  two  dozen  on  March  26, 
and  the  fine  condition  counterbalanced  the  small- 
ness  of  number.  Trout  are  very  shy  to  the  fly  in 
the  Upper  Tamar.  Mr.  Griffiths  had  a  brace  which 
scaled  IJlb.,  and  were  in  grand  condition.  The 
absence  of  flies  on  most  of  the  streams  has  proved 
derogatory  from  an  angler's  point  of  view.  — 
Devonian. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Trout  have  been 
caught  in  the  main  river  and  tributaries,  and  in 
good  condition,  the  Blue  Upright,  Cowdung,  Stone 
Fly  and  March  Brown  proving  useful  flies.  Brixham 
has  had  a  novel  experience  during  the  past  week ; 
two  seals,  apparently  mother  and  young  one,  were 
seen  daily  in  the  outer  harbour,  their  favourite 
resort  being  inside  the  breakwater  swimming  side 
by  side.  At  Exmouth  spring  pollack  have  been 
caught  by  Messrs.  Mostyn,  Popkin,  White,  Cole,  De 
Sherer,  Beck  and  others.  At  the  outside  of  the 
dock  gates  a  spotted  gunnel,  or  butter  fish,  was 
caught  with  the  ragworm. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tribntaries.— Roach  fishing  in  the  Lea 
closed  on  Thursday  (March  31 ),  but  little  sport  has, 
it  is  reported,  been  associated  with  the  concluding 
week  of  the  season.  Bitterly  cold  winds  have  been 
experienced,  and  snow  is  falling  as  I  write.  In  the 
upper  reaches  several  trout  have  been  seen  on  the 
move,  and  a  bank  angler  is  reported  to  have  caught 
two  trout,  which  were  returned  owing  to  beine 
unseasonable.  There  are  no  trout  recorded  captured 
in  the  Stort.  Dace  and  pike  are  spawning,  and 
perch  spawn  may  so^n  be  looked  for,  especia'ly  it 
we  get  some  warm  weather.  There  is  plenty  of 
water  in  the  Lea  and  its  tributaries.  —  Izaak 
Walton. 

Iingg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  have  gone  down  and  cleared, 
and  are  running  in  good  order  for  either  fly  or 
bottom  fishing.  The  weather  up  to  Monday  night 
was  suitable  for  fishing,  although  cold  east  winds 
prevailed ;  angling  has  been  very  slow  of  late, 
only  a  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  sport  has  been 
quiet.  The  fish  are  inclined  to  move  during  the 
middle  of  the  day  at  fly,  and  if  we  get  warmer 
weather  good  sport  will  be  had  with  Red  Spinner, 
March  Brown,  Cowdung,  and  Blue  Dun.  The 
Pinsley  is  running  clear  and  in  order  for  fishing. — 

GWYNNE. 

Flymouth. — We  have  had  some  rain,  and  no 
doubt  it  will  make  a  difference  to  the  rivers  ;  if  it 
only  sends  a  little  surface  water  in  so  as  to  colour 
them  a  bit  it  will  be  an  advantage.  Some  good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  Tavy. 
Should  the  weather  prove  fine  for  Easter,  the 
various  pools  and  runs  at  Double  Waters  and 
Virtuous  Lady  will  no  doubt  see  a  lot  of  fishermen. 
They  are  easily  fished,  being  nice  and  open,  and  tea 
and  other  light  refreshments  can  be  obtained  at 
Buck  Tor  Cottage  close  by. — William  Heardek. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech.). — After  a  few  fine  days  at  the  close  of  last 
week  the  weather  has  again  been  stormy  and  un- 
settled, being  now  most  unpropitious  for  all  kinds 
of  angling.  On  Monday  night  (March  28)  there  was 
a  gale  ot  wind,  which  continued  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  Tuesday,  with  frequent  and  heavy 
showers  of  hail,  sleet,  and  rain,  but  which,  at  the 
time  of  writing  (Tuesday  night)  has  not  much  in- 
terfered with  the  rivers,  which  have  been  for  some 
days  in  good  condition,  but  keen  easterly  and 
northerly  winds  have  been  much  against  sport,  and 
the  Welsh  hills  are  again  coated  with  snow. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Taw  (KT.  Devon). — During  the  week  I  have  only 
heard  of  two  catches  of  small  numbers.  Fishermen 
do  not  care  for  the  east  winds  and  clear  water, 
which  requires  a  little  freshening  up.  Our  rod  and 
line  salmon  fishing  commences  on  April  1,  but  the 
waters  have  been  so  low  that  sportsmen  cannot 
expect  to  do  much,  and  kolts  are  very  numerous. 
Visitors  for  Easter  will  fish  in  great-coats  without 
a  change  takes  place.  Usual  local  flies  I  recommend. 
— Rusty  Game. 


Trout  Fi.ies.— The  trout  season  is  fast  approaching,  and 
anglers  should  now  have  their  rods,  reels,  and  waders  overhauled. 
At,  this  time  of  the  year  greater  care  can  be  given  in  overhauling 
than  during  the  busy  season,  and  ample  time  can  be  allowed  for 
the  varnish  to  harden  thoroughly.  Flies  to  pattern  should  also 
be  ordered  now.  The  gi'eatest  care  is  taken  to  accurately  match 
the  minutest  detail.  Anglers  in  the  habit  of  dressjng  their  own 
flies  should  now  secure  their  material.  Selections  can  be  made 
up  to  suit  the  requirements  of  salmon  or  trout  tly  dressers. — 
J.  K.  MiLLBli  (Telephone2B01),  Northern  Anglers' Dep6t,  19,  New 
ytation-iitreet,  Leedi.   Telegrami :  "  Fiscator,  Leeds." 


Teifi  (Llandyssil). — Water  rising  and  a  little 
coloured.  After  it  clears  a  little  excellent  sport 
should  be  the  rule.  Only  small  baskets  of  trout 
the  last  few  days,  but  some  very  nice  fish  amongst 
them  up  to  l^lb.  I  hear  of  only  two  fresh-run 
salmon  Fjeing  caught  lately,  but  this  spate  will  be 
sure  to  bring  some  more  fish  up. — Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
still  running  clear,  at  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  changeable, 
and  heavy  rain  fell  during  Monday  night,  followed 
by  hailstorms  on  Tuesday,  and  very  cold  cast  winds, 
and  angling  this  week  has  been  rather  quiet.  The 
fish  were  moving  fairly  well  at  the  end  of  last  week 
and  taking  fly.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
but  sport  has  not  been  over  good.  A  few  trout  have 
been  landed,  but  they  are  not  in  the  condition  they 
should  be,  and  evidently  the  late  falls  of  snow  have 
something  to  do  with  this.  The  flies  to  use  are  the 
February  Red,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Red 
Spinner,  and  Cowdung.  Pike-fishing  was  tried  on 
March  27,  and  a  pike  of  4lb.  was  landed.  With 
worm  on  March  26,  above  the  Castle,  four  trout 
were  taken.  Warm  weather  is  wanted  before  any 
good  sport  may  be  expected.  The  prospects  for  'the 
holidays  are  not  bad  if  wo  get  no  more  rain  and 
hail.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
in  good  order ;  a  few  rods  have  been  on  them, 
and  one  or  two  fish  landed,  but  sport  limited  at 
present. — T.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbnry). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 

in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  a  nice  colour  and 
height.  But  the  weather  has  been  very  changeable, 
and  cold  winds  have  prevailed  this  week.  On 
Monday  night  (March  28)  heavy  rain  and  hail  fell, 
followed  by  more  hail  on  Tuesday,  but  it  did  not 
alter  the  river,  and  if  there  is  a  little  sunshine  the 
prospects  for  sport  during  the  holidays  will  be 
good.  Angling  has  been  quiet  of  late,  only  a  few 
have  been  out,  and  sport  quiet.  A  few  trout  taken, 
but  no  good  sport  is  expected  until  the  weather 
gets  warmer,  when  there  will  be  good  fish  taken  in 
this  put. — Worcester. 

Usk  (Usk).— Mr.  R.  Rickards,  of  the  Priory, 
LTsk,  landed  his  second  salmon  of  the  season  on 
Monday  at  Parker's  Hole,  which  weighed  20lb. 
There  are  very  few  salmon  anglers  on  the  river  at 
present,  it  being  rather  early  and  the  weather  some- 
what cold.  Since  last  week  there  has  been  very 
little  trout  angling  done  in  consequence  of  the  river 
being  low  and  clear,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  the 
river  has  risen  considerably,  which  will  greatly 
improve  the  trouting,  and  there  should  be  excellent 
sport  during  the  hoUdays.  A  number  of  salmon 
kelts  have  been  taken  with  the  March  Brown.  Mr, 
Frank  Creese  killed  four  brace  of  trout  on  March  26, 
weighing  61b.,  and  on  March  28,  Mr.  B.  St.  John 
Beasley  landed  three  and  a  half  brace.— T.  Bees. 

Wye  and  Derwent*  (Derbyshire). — The  re- 
opening of  the  trout  season  took  place  on  the 
Derwent  on  March  25,  and  the  Wye  on  April  1.  Since 
the  opening  day  on  the  Derwent,  the  weather  has 
been  very  unfavourable  for  fishing.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  opening  day,  the  Derbyshire  hUls  were 
covered  with  snow,  and  since  then  a  strong  north- 
easterly wind  has  been  blowing,  and  to-day 
(Tuesday^  March  29)  thunder  and  heavy  rain 
liave  passed  over  this  district,  therefore  very  few 
anglers  have  been  out  at  present.  The  river  is 
in  fair  order,  and  trout  are  beginning  to  rise  in  the 
slack  places  and  back  water.  A  few  trout  have 
been  taken  from  free  and  private  waters,  but  they 
are  not  in  very  good  condition  yet.  The  prospect 
for  the  Easter  Holiday  anglers  is  more  favourable 
as  the  wind  has  got  in  the  west  and  weather 
milder.  Where  permitted  the  minnow  ard  worm 
will  be  the  best  killers;  useful  flies,  February  Red. 
March  Brown,  Cockwinged  Dun,  Blue  Dun,  and 
Claret  Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharf e,  Nidd,  Derwent, 
Onse,  etc.  (Yorks). — The  weather  keeps  cold,  and 
the  upper  water?  of  the  Yore  have  been  clear.  I 
have  been  getting  a  few  fish  daily  in  the  Yore  with 
fly.  I  find  the  little  early  Brown,  Snipe  and 
Purple,  and  Waterhen  Bloa  kill  a  few  brace  of 
trout,  but  I  have  met  with  very  few  anglers,  and 
those  I  have  met  all  complain  of  the  scarcity 
of  natural  flies  on  the  water.  On  the  Bolton 
Hall  waters,  the  Hon.  W.  G.  A.  Orde 
Powlett  has  met  with  some  very  nice  sport.  The 
other  day  he  landed  fifteen  fine  trout  with  the 
fly.  No  doubt  winged  insect  life  is  scarce,  for  the 
nights  are  still  frosty  and  the  e  has  been  little 
sunshine.  I  hear  that  Mr.  Crallon  caught  a  fine 
trout  of  lib.  15oz.  in  the  Hawes  Association  waters, 
but  most  of  the  fish  taken  in  that  district  have 
been  caught  with  minnow  or  worm  so  far,  and  the 
weather  is  more  stormy  than  it  is  twenty  miles 
lower  down.  A  few  brace  of  trout  have  fallen  to 
anglers  fishing  the  Swale  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Richmond.  Little  has  been  done  higher  up  the 
dale  yet,  in  fact  few  of  the  local  anglers  never  think 
of  angling  before  Good  Fridiiy.    As  far  as  the  tri- 
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butaries  go,  Bedale  Beck!  has  fished  moderately* 
but,  according  to  a  correspondent,  in  the  district 
of  Thirsk  angling  has  opened  under  favour- 
able circumstances.  The  Codbeck  was  never 
known  to  be  so  well  stocked  with  trout.  Dur- 
ing the  last  few  days  excellent  sport  has  been 
obtained  in  the  deeps  at  Thirsk  and  Kelvington. 
The  best  bait  seems  to  have  been  the  worm.  The 
great  stock  of  so  many  fish  in  this  stream  is  easily 
accounted  for,  firstly,,  by  the  establishment  of  the 
Thirsk  and  Sowerby  Angling  Club,  and,  secondly,  by 
reason  of  the  total  absence  of  poachers,  for  every 
member  of  ' the  club  has  of  late  years  become  a 
zealous  watcher.  For  the  past  few  years,  too,  the 
water  has  been  well  stocked.  Excellent  accounts 
afe  to  hand  also  of  abundance  of  fish  in  Isle  Beck, 
Barroby  Beck,  and  Sutton  Beck.  Amongst  the 
most  successful  anglers  in  the  Codbeck  during 
the  past  few  days  have  been  Mr.  Robt.  Bolton,  who 
on  Tuesday  evening  i got  three  brace  of  trout; 
Mr.  Fred  Atkinson  since  the  season  came .  in  has 
secured  about  ten  brace ;  John  Cowley  and  J. 
Darnborough  have  had  good  sport  too.  A  fair  num- 
ber has  been  out  on  the  Wharf e,  and  some  excellent 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  with  the  fly  and  min- 
now. Messrs.  Kills,  Beanlands,  and  others  have  met 
with  best  results.  Best  flies  have  been  Winter  Brown, 
Snipe  and  Purple,  Orange  Partridge,  Snipe  Brown, 
and  Dark  Needle.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday 
(March  28  and  id)  the  weather  was  again  stormy. 
All  our  Yorkshire  streams  are  running  bankful,  but 
if  the  weather  settles  by  Thursday  (March  31)  one 
can  expect  good  sport  with  the  fly.  The  weather 
remains  cold  yet.— John  E.  Milleb,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
'  Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  first  capture  of  the 
season  was  effected  on  March  28  by  Mr.  L.  Gray, 
Bridgend  Hotel,  Kinross,  who  was  out  a  short  time 
and  creeled  a  fine  trout  of  lib.  4oz.  on  a  Red  and 
Teal  fly  at  Brox  Hole.  This  is  nearly  a  fortnight 
later  than  last  year.  The  weather  was  very  cold, 
with  a  changeable  wind,  thougl\  a  fair  rise  of  fish 
was  on  for  a  time,  but  were  rising  short.  A  fair 
start  will  probably  be  made  with  the  rod  here  next 
week  should  the  weather  be  at  all  favourable.  The 
netting  of  pike  is  being  vigorously  prosecuted  with 
gratifying  success.  The  average  number  taken  is 
about  twenty  per  day,  from  21b.  to  61b.  each. — 
Robt.  B.  Laing. 

Iiocli  Ness  (Port  Augustus,  N.B.). — Fishing  from 
the  Douglas  Hotel,  on  March  25,  Mr.  F.  Kelley 
killed  a  salmon  weighing  81b.  On  March  26,  Mr. 
R.  M.  Cameron  killed  one  weighing  221b.  Total 
killed  on  Fort  Augustus  waters  with  the  rod  to 
March  26 — sixty-nine  salmon,  weighing  1176pb., 
average  171b. — R.  M.  C. 

Oich  (Port  Augustusf. — Fishing  from  Lovat 
Arms  Hotel  on  March  28,  Mr.  W.  A.  Dewhurst 
landed  two  salmon  of  231b.  and  201b. ;  and  Mr. 
Doolsley,  of  Ardochy,  one  of  311b. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  has  not  been  a 
regular  good  day  for  yellow  trout  to  rise  freely  to 
the  fly  since  the  season  opened,  but  as  the  east 
winds  have  now  departed  the  prospects,  for  Good 
Friday  and  Easter  Monday  are  more  promising. 
At  the  time  of  writing  all  the  Solway  rivers  of 
the  Border  are  in  extra  heavy  flood.  I  should  siay 
the  rivers  will  not  be  in  good  trim  for  fly 
before  the  morning  of  Good  Friday.  The 
Annan  was  placed  in  heavy  flood  on  Tuesday 
morning,  and  it  will  probably  be  near  the  end  of 
the  week  before  the  streams  are  in  good  fly  order. 
In  the  higher  waters  many  kelt  salmon  have  been 
landed  and  returned.  Trout  fishers  are  now  trying 
the  smaller  flies,  and  some  fair  catches  have  been 
made.  There  was  a  run  of  spring  fish  (salmon)  on 
Tuesday.  They  were  going  up  the  salmon  pass  at 
the  town  cauld  like  steamboats.  Dumfeies  Nith. 
— This  river  has  been  in  good  order  for  the  fly 
since  last  week,  but  the  heavy  rain  of  Monday 
night  caused  a  heavy  flood  to  come  down, 
and  it  will  be  Good  Friday  before  the  main 
river  is  in  ply.  The  tributaiies  have  been 
yielding  some  nice  creels  of  yellow  trout.  The 
Cluden  and  Cairn  have  been  the  best  streams  of  late. 
Not  much  has  been  done  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  waters 
at  Tliornhill  and  Sanquhar,  but  better  sport  is  now 
anticipated  with  the  present  flood.  The  Galloway 
RiVEKS. — Some  fair  sport  has  been  obtained  on 
these  rivers.  Anglers  who  intend  coming  north 
should  give  the  Caisphairn  district  a  trial.  The 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire, 
and  the  other  rivers  of  the  district  are  all  in  flood 
to-day  (Tuesday,  March  29).  The  Ayrshire  Rivers 
AND  Lochs. — Little  has  been  done  by  anglers  on  the 
rivers  of  Ayrshire  so  far  as  the  season  has  gone. — 
Heathkbbell. 

North  of  Scotland. — A  change  in  the  weather 
for  the  worse  has  again  retarded  sport.  Snow  and 
sleet  have  been  th  >  daily  experience  on  the  Upper 
Dee,  and  as  long  as  this  continues  sport  will  be  at  a 


discount.  Above  Aboyne  the  season  has  been  a 
f  Eiilure  as  yet.  Only  nine  fish  have  up  to  date  been 
killed  on  the  Dinnet  section  since  the  season 
opened,  and  this  gives  a  good  idea  of  the  state  of 
matters  there  and  further  up  the  valley.  On  the 
King's  watar  several  fine  fish  have  been  creeled  by 
the  Royal  keepers,  while  the  Ballater  anglers  have 
also  had  a  fish  or  two.  On  the  Aboyne  Hotel 
water  sport  has  fallen  off.  On  the  Dess  section, 
Mr.  H.  B.  Laing  had  two  of  171b.  and  181b.,  and 
Mrs.  Laing  one  of  71b.'  On  the  Borrowstone  water, 
McPhei son,  keeper,  had  fourteen  fish  up  to  ISlb. 
On  Ballogie  water,  Mr.  King  creeled  nine-  fish 
scaling  from  71b.  to  201b.,  while  Mr;  Hare  had  seven' 
scaling  from  7Ib.  to  91b.  On  the  Woodend  water, 
Captam  Dick  had  eleven  ranging  from  •  61b.  to; 
201b.;  Miss  Fraser,  one  of  101b.;  and  Colonel 
Davidson  eight,  from  61b.  to  111b.  In  all  fifty- 
three  fish  were  got  for  the  week  on  [this  section. 
On  the  Banchory  reaches  good  sport  was  got  on 
March  21,  22,  and  23,  but  the  last  three  days  of  the 
week  were  blank.  On  the  Lower  Durris,  Davie  Rae 
had  six  fish  up  to  161b.,  while  Mr.  Meaking  had 
four  on  Upper  Durris  up  to  101b.  On  the  Park 
water,  Mr.  Bullough  had  one  or  two  fish  of  about 
81b.,  while  on  Saturday  Mr.  Davidson  had  two  of 
121b.  and  141b.  On  Drum  water,  Mr.  Morrison  had 
three.  On  the  tidal  and  lower  reaches  fair  baskets 
of  finnock  are  being  got  daily — excellent  fish  and 
very  gratifying  weights.  Don. — On  the  Kintore 
Burgh  water,  Stephen  had  a  fish  of  81b.  On  the 
Fintry  water,  Esson,  keeper,  had  one  of  71b.  on 
Saturday,  and  Mr.  McLean  had  two  on  Breda  on 
March  24.  Occasionally  good  baskets  of  trout  are 
being  made,  but  the  weather  Ls  far  from  suitable. 
Ythan. — Messrs.  Fotheringham,  Rev.  Mr.  Stewart, 
Mr.  Jeffrey,  solicitor,  and  Mr.  J.  B,  Clyne  (America) 
have  been  out  with  fair  results. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers. — Rain  is  wanted  to  freshen 
up  the  Blackwater,  Ballinderry,  and  other  waters 
for  the  Easter  holidays.  Fly  fishing  during  the 
past  month  has  not  been  up  to  the  average,  owing 
to  the  cold  weather. — J.  A.  B. 

Lee  River  (co.  Cork), — Showery  weather  has  put 
the  river  in  very  nice  order,  and  a  great  improve- 
ment is  noticeable  in  the  sport  on  the  upper  waters. 
On  Mashonaglass,  Capt.  Skipworth,  two  salmon, 
8|lb.,  101b.,  and  H.  Morritt,  three,  81b.,  9^1b.,  lO^lb. 
On  Ashton,  Capt.  Pulley,  R.N.,  three,  71b.,  S^lb., 
9ilb.  On  Oak  Grove  and  Carhue,  Mr.  G.  M.  levers, 
fo"ur,  101b.,  lOlb.,  161b.,  181b„  and- Captain  Herrick, 
three.  On  Nettleville,  Messrs.  R.  Nettles  and  H, 
Welch  Thornton,  five.  On  Classas,  Mr.  F,  M.  Leader, 
two,  81b.,  lOlb.  On  Rooves,  Mr,  Frank  Lyons,  one, 
151b,  ;  Mj*.  Maurice  Lyons,  one,  101b. ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Lyons,  one,  111b.  On  Farran,  Col.  Adamson,  one. 
On  Fargus,  Gen.  Dickins,  four,  101b.,  101b.,  lO^lb., 
lUlb.  On  Castleinch.  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  four,  71b., 
81b.,  81b.,  101b.  On  Ardrum  and  the  PowdermiUs, 
Col.  Sillem,  two,  101b.,  15Ib.,  and  Mr.  S.  Hayne=', 
one,  101b.  On  the  Sullane  river  (Macroom),  Mr.  P. 
Barry,  one,  81b.,  and  Mr.  R.  Barry,  two,  71b.,  92lb. 
— W.  Haynes  &  Son. 

Moume  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).—  The 
season  opened  on  April  1.  Several  English  visitors 
are  expected  for  the  Easter  holidays. — J.  A.  B. 

Koy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  for  the  past 
week  was  fair  on  the  river.  Mr.  G.  C.  Wilson  played 
some  good  fish  during  the  week,  and  landed  a  lot  of 
kelts  on  the  upper  water.  On  the  lower  parts  of  the 
water  fishing  with  the  rods  was  fair,  and  the  nets 
and  weirs  did  well,  getting  some  large  fish.  Loughs 
Conn  and  Cullen  are  in  good  fishing  order  and  plenty 
of  fish  in  them.  On  the  whole  the  fishing  is 
expected  to  be  good. — John  Devees.; 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe), — 
No  fishing  to, record  this  week,  owing  to  wretched 
weather.  Full ;  of  hope  for  the  coming  week  or 
fortnight,  however.  Commander  Orpen  and  Captain 
Orpen,  with  other  friends,  have .  arrived  here  to 
fish  my  water  for  a  term.  I  wish  them  every  luck. 
— S.  J.  Hurley. 

SWISS  REPORT, 
V.eytaux  (March  26). — The  local  weather  prophet 
having  made  a  short  cast,  or  forecast,  and  been 
contradicted  by  a  rainfall  (snow  higher  up),  angling 
has  been  postponed,  and  nothing  to  record  worth 
reporting  has  reached  me.  The  Colonel  was  out 
one  day,  but  had  poor  sport,  and  a  brace  of  nice 
trout,  evidently  from  one  of  the  neighbouring 
streams,  taken  by  an  unknown  angler,  were  seen 
airing  on  a  wall  at  the  golf  links.  The  weather 
now  looks  all  that  could  be  desired. — Benwyan, 


SEA  FISHING. 

Plymouth, — Sport  has  not  been  good  during 
the  week.  Mullet  have  been  off  the  feed,  and  the 
pollack  have  not  yet  arrived.  The  fishermen  have 
been  on  the  look  out  for  them,  but  only  a  stray 


one  or  two  have  been  caught,  I  am  glad  to  see  the 
Cornishmen  have  had  a  good  haul  of  mullet.  The 
look  out  man  at  Mullion  spotted  a  big  school,  and 
as  they  did  not  possess  a  mullet  seine  there  tele-  , 
graphed  to  Cadgwith  for  their  men  to  come  round. ;' 
They  had  a  twelve-mile  pull  round  the  Lizard,  bub 
they  were  rewarded  by  a  catch  of  some  20,000  fish, 
which  sold  for  about  £125,  so  that  it  paid  them  pretty 
well  for  their  trouble.  I  should  not  be  surprised 
that  after  this  little  gale  of  wind  we  are  having  that 
the  pollack  will  show  up  at  the  Tinker  or  Knap. — 
William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssoctafions,  etc. 

City  of  London  Piscatoeial  Society. 
At  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  last,  held  at  Broad- 
street  Restaurant,  E.C.,  Mr.  George  Wheeler  pre- 
sided. A  fine  specimen  of  Perca  labrax  was  ex- 
hibited by  Mr.  Lowe.  There  was  an  interesting 
discussion  as  to  the  programme  for  the  current 
season,  and  many  interesting  fixtures  were  arranged. 
Usual  toasts,  etc.,  terminated  the  proceedings. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  Horace  Brown  (president)  took  the  chair  at 
Monday's  meeting.  Mr.  Monk  Gould  sent  up  two 
brace  of  sea-trout  from  Skye,  and  reported  that  he 
was  taking  from  eleven  to  twenty-five  fish  per  day 
up  to  21b.  8oz.  in  weight.  It  would  appear  that 
there  is  a  spring  run  of  sea-trout  in  Skye,  as  the 
fish  exhibited  were  declared  by  those  having 
experience  in  such  matters  to  be  clean,  fresh-run 
fish  without  doubt.  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  exhibited 
roach  from  Uxbridge.  Several  members,  Mr.  H.  P. 
Thompson  included,  had  taken  numbers  of  roach 
at  the  same  place,  though  they  had  been  small  in 
size.  Mr.  D.  J.  M.  C.  Kemp  read  a  paper  on 
"  Sport :  its  Attributes  and  Votaries."  Mr.  Kemp 
has  had  a  vast  experience  in  many  lands,  of  sport 
and  sportsmen,  and  as  was  anticipated  gave  a  most 
interesting  lecture.  •  He  spoke  of  sport  in  days  gone 
by,  and  touched  lightly  upon  the  various  pastimes 
included  in  the  category  of  sport.  He  showed  that 
the  desire  for  it  arose  amongst  our  ancestors  in  the 
provision  of  food  for  the  family  or  tribe.  Sport 
was  an  instinct  born  within  us  and  called  forth 
many  qualities,  though  really  exercised  in  pursuit 
of  a  pasitme,  yet  were  frequently  most  useful  in 
every-day  business  Ufe.  For  instance,  a  sportsman 
must  have  quickness  of  perception  and  readiness  of 
seizing  on  the  moment  for  action.  There  must  be 
a  constant  sharpening  of  his  wits  to  enable  him  to 
pit  his  intellect  against  the  instincts  of  a  wary 
adversary  and  to  use  such  means  as  will  give  him 
the  victory.  An  ideal  sportsmen  should  have 
robust  health,  a  cheerful  disposition,  knowledge 
and  appreciation  of  mankind  and  animal  life, 
mechanical  knowledge,  equanimity  and  good  nature, 
patience  and  quiet  endurance  and  courage.  He 
must  not  be  opinionated  and  think  the  class  of 
sport  he  affects  is  the  only  one,  or  his  method  the 
sole  means  of  accomplishing  the  end  in  view.  A 
discussion  took  place  in  which  Messrs.  R.  C.  Blundell, 
C.  A.  StaUibrass,  F.  G.  Bridgman,  and  others  took 
part,  a  vote  of  thanks  being  afterwards  passed  to 
the  lecturer. — Hon  Sec. 


Hebne  Bay  Angling  Association, 
The  Heme  Bay  Angling  Association  has  a  good 
president  in  Mr,  Mackett,  a  hard-working  secretary 
in  Mr,  Gripper,  enthusiastic  members — and  so  it 
goes  on  from  success  to  success.  The  first  annual 
dinner  was  held  at  the  Connaught  Hotel.  Mr. 
Boncey,  needless  to  say,  made  excellent  arrange- 
ments. Mr,  J,  Mackett  presided,  supported  by  a 
representative  company  of  anglers.  Mr.  H.  C. 
Jones,  in  giving  "The  Heme  Bay  zVngling  Asso- 
ciation," said  he  had  been  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  parent  association,  the  British  Sea 
Anglers,  and  he  knew  the  pleasure  derived  from 
a  visit  to  Heme  Bay.  He  knew  that  residents  aa 
well  as  visitors  should  be  provided  with  amuse- 
ment. He  was  afraid  the  last  season  had  been  dis- 
appointing, but  the  society  might  be  trusted  to 
make  every  improvement  possible.  The  president, 
in  response,  said  the  secretary  and  committee 
deserved  every  credit  for  the  success  already 
achieved.  The  Monday  evening  meetings  were 
very  pleasant  and  sociable.  The  society  had 
the  sole  right  of  fishing  in  the  Birchington  Channel, 
also  the  sole  right  of  fishing  from  the  end  of  the 
pier  landing-stage  up  to  the  end  of  March,  and  they 
could  resume  when  the  fishing  season  came  along. 
They  had  had  many  pleasant  outings.  The  society 
was  young  but  vigorous,  with  over  sixty  members. 
They  would  keep  up  with  other  towns,  and  make 
Heme  Bay  attractive  to  fishermen,  Mr.  F.  Wood 
proposed  "The  Secretary"  in  a  highly  eulogistic 
speech.  He  said  the  society  was  bringing  Heme 
Bay  to  the  notice  of  people  who  had  not  hitherto 
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known  how  to  appreciate  the  place.  Mr.  Gripper 
showed  the  society  to  be  tinanciaUy  sound.  Among 
the  members  were  five  ladies.  They  had  had  six 
competitions,  and  looked  forward  to  the  future  with 
confidence.  Major  Brine  in  a  breezy  speech  gave 
"  The  V'isitGrs,"  to  which  Mr.  Ramsey  responded. 
There  was  an  excellent  musical  programme. 

Ipswich  Piscatobial  Ramblers. 

The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  at  the 
headquarters  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  E.  Stewart 
presiding  over  a  good  muster  of  members.  The 
report  and  balance  sheet  for  the  year  were  presented, 
by  which  it  was  seen  that  the  society  continues  in 
a  healthy  and  vigorous  condition.  Efforts  have 
been  made  to  check  the  depredations  of  poachers 
throughout  the  Suffolk  and  Essex  Fishery  District. 
Several  matches  have  been  held  during  the  season, 
and  the  general  angling  records  of  the  members  are 
much  above  the  average,  though  sport  has  been 
sadly  marred  by  the  heavy  rains,  gales  and  floods  ; 
there  is  some  consolation,  however,  in  thinking  that 
the  latter  have  given  the  rivers  such  a  cleansing  as 
will  probably  do  much  to  improve  sport  next 
season.  The  following  were  elected  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  :— President,  Mr.  A.  C.  Churchman  ; 
hon.  auditors,  Messrs.  W.  J.  Hawkins  and  E. 
Stewart  ;  hon.  clerk  of  the  scales,  Mr.  J.  Biu-kitt ; 
committee,  Messrs.  G.  R.  Chilver,  T.  A.  F.  Crisp, 
H.  C.  Hudson,  E.  J.  King,  Wm.  King,  H.  E.  Leach, 

G.  P.  Price,  A.  E.  Sparks,  and  T.  H.  Simpson.  Mr. 

H.  C.  Westgate  was  re-elected  hon.  secretarj'  and 
treasurer.  The  annual  dinner  was  fixed  for  the 
latter  part  of  April. — H.  C.  Westgate,  Hon.  Sec. 

Keswick  Angling  Associatiok. 

Recently  5000  yearling  trout  were  put  into  Der- 
went  Wat-er  Lake.  This  enterprising  effort  is  due  to 
the  Keswick  A.  A.  The  association  gave  the  order 
for  10,000  yearling  trout,  and  this  is  the  first  portion 
of  the  order.  The  trout  arrived  in  twenty-five 
metal  receptacles  with  the  2.16  p.m.  train  at  Kes- 
wick, and  were  met  at  the  station  by  Mr.  Beadle, 
Mr.  Harrison  Dixon  (president  of  the  association), 
Mr.  Lee,  Rev.  Canon  Rawnsley,  Mr.  Harris  (Moss- 
garth),  Mr.  Jos.  Lowther,  Mr.  H.  Mayson,  Mr.  G. 
Lowthian,  and  many  others.  The  cans  were  imme- 
diately detrained  and  loaded  upon  two  lorries,  and 
taken  down  to  the  lakeside  and  deposited  in  the 
lake.  The  fish  were  supplied  by  the  Solway 
Fisheries  Company,  and  were  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Speckley,  manager.  The  Keswick  Angling  Asso- 
ciation are  enterprising  in  every  way.  A  hatchery 
has  been  in  operation  for  about  five  years,  and  now 
they  have  about  10,000  hatched,  which  will  be 
ready  for  next  year.  Apart  from  this  a  rearing 
pond  is  nearing  completion,  and  when  finished  will 
enable  the  association  to  rear  20,000  to  a  yearling 
stage.  The  second  moiety  of  the  order  of  10,000 
were  placed  in  the  lake  recently. 

Kinross-shire  Fishing  Club. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of 
the  Kinross-shire  Fishing  Club  was  held  in  the 
Green  Hotel,  Kinross,  when  Mr.  John  Wilson, 
president,  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a 
representative  attendance.  Office  bearers  were 
elected  for  the  ensuing  year  as  follows  : — President, 
Mr.  G.  Pople,  Newhouse,  Perth;  vice-president,  Mr. 
J.  Bogie,  Kinross.  Mr.  Thomas  Steedman,  Kinross, 
who  had  acted  as  hon.  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  club  since  its  institution  forty-five  years  ago, 
resigned  these  offices  owing  to  failing  health. 
Expression  was  given  to  the  regret  the  meeting 
felt  at  Mr.  Steedman's  resignation,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  record  in  the  minute  an  expression  of 
the  club's  thanks  for  his  long  and  faithful  services. 
Mr.  James  Smith,  Kinross,  was  elected  in  his  room. 
It  was  resolved  to  hold  four  fly  fishing  competitions 
on  Loch  Leven  as  formerly,  the  Patron's  prize  to 
be  fished  for  on  Sept.  1  and  the  championship  on 
Sept.  2.— R.  B.  Laino. 

Llanelly  Angling  Association. 

The  firet  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  was 
held  at  the  Thomas  Arms  Hotel  recently.  Major 
Riley  presiding  over  a  large  attendance  of  members 
and  friend.s.  The  tables  cleared,  the  chairman  gave 
the  usual  loyal  toasts,  which  wore  honoured  with 
enthusiasm.  Mr.  Richard  Guest  submitted  the 
toast  of  "The  President  and  Vice-Presidents  of 
the  Society."  In  doing  so,  Mr.  Guest  made 
reference  to  the  support  which  the  society  had 
received  from  Mr.  C.  W.  Mansel  Lewis,  who  had 
accepted  the  presidency  of  the  society.  Mr.  Lewis 
was  a  gentleman  who  was  held  in  the  highest 
esteem  in  the  town,  and  the  society  were  fortunate 
in  having  enlisted  his  sympathy.  With  regard  to 
the  vice-presidents  they  were  a  very  worthy  body 
of  gentlemen.  Mr,  Gue-it  coupled  with  the  toast 
the  names  of  Mr.  Lloyd-Morris,  Mr.  lilake,  and  Mr. 
A  E.  DavioM,    Tho  toa.st  having  boon  drunk,  Mr. 


Blake  responded,  and  said  that  Mr.  Mansel  Lewis 
was  prepared  to  do  all  that  was  in  his  power  in  the 
interests  of  the  society.  All  pure  forms  of  sport 
found  in  him  an  ardent  supporter,  and  the  angling 
association  could  rely  upon  Mr.  Lewis  doing  all  in 
his  power  to  further  the  fortunes  of  the  organi- 
sation. Mr.  Eme.st  Lloyd-Morris  and  Mr.  A.  E. 
Davies  also  responded  to  the  toast,  and  con- 
gratulated the  association  on  its  present  position, 
which  was  most  satisfactory.  Mr.  D.  Rees  Edmunds 
proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Angling  Association " 
in  a  very  eloquent  speech,  which  was  received  with 
loud  cheers.  He  coupled  with  the  toast  the  names 
of  Major  Riley  and  Dr.  H.  H.  Roberts.  Upon 
rising  to  respond.  Major  Riley  said  that  it  was  his 
proud  privilege  to  act  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  he  could  assure  them  that  anything  he 
could  do  to  further  its  interests,  he  would  do  gladly. 
The  society  had  been  very  successful  up  to  the 
present,  and  he  believed  they  would  be  equally 
successful  in  the  future.  The  society  were  much 
indebted  to  their  secretary,  Mr.  Fred  Richards,  to 
whom  the  success  of  the  society  was  due,  and  who 
had  worked  indefatigably.  Dr.  Roberts  also 
responded  in  a  humorous  speech.  Thi  toast  of 
"The  Press"  was  submitted  by  the  Rev,  S.  B. 
Williams,  a  response  being  made  by  Mr.  Brinley 
Jones.  During  the  evening  a  splendid  musical 
programme  was  gone  through. 

Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Devonshire 
Hotel,  Matlock  Bath,  on  March  19.  Among  the 
members  present  were — Mr.  T.  J.  Hodson  (in  the 
chair).  Major  Roe,  J.  Clay,  W.  J.  Hare,  Arthur 
Pearson,  J.  Davenport,  H.  Buxton,  E.  D.  Dumas, 
S.  Thompson,  W.  H.  Bass,  A.  E.  Coates,  etc.  ;  also 
H.  Cooper,  the  hon.  treasurer  and  secretary.  The 
income  of  the  year,  including  £10  17s.  brought  for- 
ward from  last  account,  amounted  to  £130  2s.  8d., 
and  the  whole  of  this,  with  the  exception  of  £2  6s.  3d. 
carried  forward,  has  been  spent  in  breeding  and 
rearing  trout  and  preserving  the  waters  of  the  asso- 
ciation. The  hatchery  is  again  quite  full  of  brown 
trout  fry,  the  ova  of  which  was  taken  from  wild  fish, 
and  they  appear  a  very  strong  and  particularly 
healthy  lot.  The  rearing  ponds  have  been  greatly 
improved  during  the  past  year  by  the  addition  of  a 
watercress  bed  and  a  succession  of  screens,  over 
and  through  which  the  river  water  runs  before 
entering  the  rearing  tanks.  The  list  of  members  is 
quite  full,  being  limited  to  fifty,  but  visitors  to  this 
part  of  Derbyshire  can  obtain  weekly  and  daily 
tickets  upon  application  to  the  secretary.  There  is 
every  prospect  of  a  good  season  if  the  weather  is 
good.  The  president,  Mr.  F.  C.  Arkwright,  to 
whom  the  association  is  so  much  indebted,  was 
unanimously  re-elected,  as  also  were  the  vice-presi- 
dent, Mr.  A.  S.  Marsden  Smedley,  T.  J.  Hodson 
(chairman  of  committee),  Henry  Cooper  (treasurer 
and  hon.  secretary),  and  the  old  committee,  votes 
of  thanks  having  been  heartily  accorded  them  for 
their  past  services. — J.  H. 

Norwich  Angling  Club. 

On  March  18  this  club  held  its  annual  fish  supper 
at  the  Bell  Hotel.  There  was  a  numerous  gathering 
of  members  and  friends.  Mr.  J.  Howard  Dakin 
(the  president)  occupied  the  chair.  In  submitting 
the  loyal  toasts  the  chairman  made  sympathetic 
allusion  to  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  re- 
marking that  the  loss  of  the  veteran  soldier  would 
be  widely  lamented.  Dr.  Matthews,  proposing 
"  Success  to  the  Norwich  Angling  Club,"  said  he 
had  known  the  club  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  well 
remembered  its  early  founders.  In  the  cour.se  of 
further  remarks  he  humorously  alluded  to  the  great 
powers  of  endurance  exhibited  by  those  who  in- 
dulged in  the  gentle  art  of  fishing.  Mr.  Windsor 
Bishop,  the  hon.  secretary,  in  response,  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  club  would  long  continue  to  flourish, 
and  be  the  means  of  providing  many  pleasurable 
evenings  in  the  years  to  come.  Mr.  R.  G.  Smith 
gave  the  "  Health  of  the  President,"  and  enume- 
rated the  good  qualities  of  Mr.  Howard  Dakin. 
With  a  gentleman  so  noted  for  his  organising  skill 
at  the  head  of  affairs,  the  club  could  not  fail  to  con- 
tinue its  career  of  success.  The  toast  was  received 
with  musical  honours,  and  Mr.  Dakin  in  response 
said  the  performance  of  his  duties  as  president  had 
afforded  him  very  great  pleasure.  Tho  various 
contests  during  the  year  had  proved  highly  success- 
ful, and  ho  was  pleased  to  hand  prize  vouchers  to 
Mr.  H.  E.  Marckley  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Stockings,  the 
winners  of  the  recent  pike  match.  He  thanked  Mr. 
S.  Howitt  for  again  designing  so  handsome  a  menu 
card,  and  paid  a  tribute  to  the  energy  displayed  by 
the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Windsor  Bishop,  and  also 
gratefully  acknowledged  the  valuable  services  of 
those  who  contributed  to  the  evening's  harmony. 
Tho  healths  of  "  Tho  Visitors  "  and  "  Tho  Vice- 
President  "  wore  cordially  pledged. 


Reading  and  District  Angling  Association. 

On  March  17  tho  annual  dinner  given  to  tho 
bailiffs  of  this  association  and  tho  Conservancy 
lock-keepers  and  forryrncn,  who  are  also  assistant 
rivor-keopors,  was  hold  with  much  success  at  tho 
Groat  Western  Hotel,  Reading,  no  loss  than  twenty- 
seven  sitting  down,  under  tho  gonial  presidency  of 
Mr.  A.  H.  Bull  (ex-mayor  of  Reading),  who  was 
followed  in  the  chair  on  his  leaving  to  fulfil  another 
engagement  by  Mr.  Arthur  C.  Butler,  the  founder 
and  senior  vice-president  of  tho  association,  with 
Mr.  Thomas  Mackrill  in  the  vico-ehair.  Those  sup- 
porting the  chair  were  Messrs.  Frederick  Brown 
(hon.  .secretary),  W.  W.  Ridley,  W.  G.  Flanagan, 
John  Eighteen,  W.  S.  Hawkins,  H.  Meaby,  and 
G.  B.  Smith.  Apologies  were  announced  from  Mr. 
James  Simonds  (president  of  the  association)  and 
Mr.  J.  Laurie,  the  Conservancy  superintendent  of 
the  Upper  Thames.  The  toast  of  "  The  King  "  was 
drunk  in  solemn  silence  as  a  token  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  Duke  of  Cambridge.  The  hon. 
secretary  and  Mr.  Butler  made  brief  statements  as 
to  the  satisfactory  position  of  the  society,  and  Mr. 
Bull  extended  a  hearty  welcome  to  tho  guests  of  the 
evening,  and  voiced  the  feeling  of  the  association  in 
thanking  them  for  their  kind,  active,  and  useful 
work  in  the  protection  of  the  Thames  fisheries  for 
the  good  of  all.  Mr.  George  Ashley,  of  Pangbourne, 
responded  for  the  bailiffs,  and  Mr.  Eagle,  of  Whit- 
church, for  the  lock-keepers.  The  healths  of  Mr. 
Bull  and  of  Messrs.  Butler,  Mackrill,  and  Brown 
were  also  drunk  diu-ing  the  evening.  Songs  were 
contributed  by  Messrs.  H.  Meaby,  T.  Mackrill,  W.  G. 
Flanagan,  George  Ashley,  Thomas  Giles,  L.  P. 
Green,  J.  Keel,  George  Boyd,  Overy,  Beal,  and 
Eagle,  with  Mr.  Fredk.  Davis  as  accompanist.  Mr. 
Eagle  was  congratulated  on  his  promotion  to  the 
charge  of  the  important  lock  at  Penton  Hook.  Each 
of  the  men  received  a  silver-mounted  briar  pipe  and 
a  packet  of  tobacco,  and  Messrs.  Bull  and  Ridley 
placed  cigars  on  the  tables. 


THE  WILTON  CLUB. 


The  members  of   this  high-class  angUng  club 
dined  together  on  March  22  at  the  Cafe  Royal,  the 
president,  Mr.  Simonds,  in  the  chair.    The  annual 
report  was  most  satisfactory,  and  in  the  course  of 
a  speech  during  the  evening  Mr.  Henry  Collins,  the 
hon.  secretary  of  the  club,  referred  to  the  loss  they 
had  sustained  by  the  death  of  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Veitch. 
Mr.  Collins  reminded  his  hearers  that  Mr.  Veitch 
was  one  of  the  few  remaining  original  members  of 
the  old  Hungerford  Club,  which  he  joined  in  1877 
at  its  inauguration,  filling  the  post  of  joint  hon.  sec. 
and  treasurer  to  both  the  Hungerford  Club  and 
its  successor,   the  Wilton  Club,  from   the  year 
1879  to  the  year  1897.     He  was  accorded  the 
privileges    of    an    honorary  life  membership  of 
the  club  in    1898,  five  years  before  his  death. 
"  It  is  difficult,"  Mr.  Collins  continued,  "  for  those 
who  knew  Mr.  Veitch  well  (and  I  knew  him  inti- 
mately for  more  than  forty  years),  to  express  ade- 
quately their  sense  of  the  loss  they  have  sustained 
by  his  death  ;  let  me  say  briefly,  and  I  am  sure  all 
who  knew  him  well  will  agree  with  me,  that  he  waa 
the  cheeriest  of  boon  companions,  the  most  un- 
selfish of  sportsmen,  and  in  weal  or  in  woe,  and  I 
knew  him  under  both  conditions,  the  kindest  and 
truest  of  friends.     I  cannot  recall  during  all  the 
years  I  knew  him  a  single  instance  of  his  being 
what  is  called  out  of  temper,  and  he  seemed  in- 
capable, however  much  he  differed  with  others,  of 
entertaining   harsh  or  unkind  thoughts  towards 
them,  and  in  these  and  many  other  respects  he 
possessed  an  altogether  charming  individuahty. 
There  is  an  eloquent  passage  in  one  of  the  essays  of 
Emerson,  the  gifted  American  writer,  respecting 
tho  loss  by  death  of    friend^.    He  says: — 'We 
cannot  part  with    our    friends,    we  cannot  let 
our   angels    go ;    we    do     not     see    that  they 
only  go    out    that  archangels    may    come  in.' 
I  am  sure  those  of  us  who  knew  Mr.  Veitch  will 
agree  that,  if  we  receive  these  messengers,  they 
will  bring  and  leave  with  us  nothing  but  happy 
memories  and  pleasant  recollections  of  our  dear 
friend,  who  has  been  taken  from  us  to  our  great 
loss,  but,  doubtless,   to   his  infinite  gain."  The 
interesting  review  of  netting  and  stocking  opera- 
tions given  by  the  committee  in  their  reports  shows 
how  thorougtily  the  work  has  been  accomplished 
during  the  last  thirteen  years.    In  1890  the  record 
appears  of    fish   removed: — "Pike    2112,  other 
coarse  fish  7239."    Last  year  the  most  strenuous 
efforts  to  find  vermin  only  produced  168  small  pike. 
Owing  to  the  continuous  high  water  there  was  no 
netting  for  other  coarse  fish,  and  the  number  in 
1902  was  2030.    We  may  add  that  of  the  famous 
Hungerford  Club  three  members    only  remain — 
namolv,  Mr.  H.   Collins,   IMr.  Simonds,  and  Mr. 
Wright.—Field. 
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"  That  all  nien  should  be  brothers  is  a  dream  of 
those  who  have  none." — Ch.  Chincholle. 


The  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
on  Wednesday  evening  (March  30)  dealt  with  a 
very  important  subject  to  sea  anglers — "  The  Spring 
Sea  Angling  Season."  As  we  have  to  go  to  press 
a  day  earlier  on  account  of  the  holidays,  a  fuller 
report  will  appear  in  our  issue  of  April  9.  There 
will  be  no  meeting  on  April  6. 


"You  charge  me  two  dollars  for  a  supper  con- 
sisting only  of  'possum?"  said  the  guest  at  the 
backwoods  hotel.  "  Well,"  replied  the  landlord, 
" as  fur  as  market  prices  go  it  ain't  wuth  it;  but 
that  wuz  a  mighty  fat  'possum,  stranger,  and  he 
wuz  so  blamed  hard  to  ketch  !  " 


The  Prince  of  Wales  has  abandoned  his  intended 
visit  to  Abergeldie  Castle  for  salmon-fishing  on  the 
King's  waters  on  the  Doc,  and  His  Royal  Highness 
and  the  Princess  will  therefore  spend  the  first  part 
of  the  Easter  Recess  at  Frogmore  House,  near 
Windsor. 


An  editor  out  West  told  his  subscribers  to  help 
edit  the  paper.  Said  he  :  "  If  you  get  married  send 
in  the  particulars.  If  a  baby  arrives  at  your  home 
send  it  in."  Three  days  after  the  paper  came  out 
two  babies  were  left  in  front  of  his  sanotum. 


"  They  say  of  Democritus  that  he  laughed  at 
everytlung."  "  Possibly  ;  a  great  many  fish  stories 
were  new  500  B.C." 


April. 

April,  spoiled  child,  comes  with  his  frets  and  tears, 

Mark  how  he  frowns  and  sulks  until  he  cries  ; 
One  moment  happy,  then  depressed  by  fears — 

Convulsed  at  will  by  smiles  or  whimpering  sighs. 
We  never  know  what  gifts  to  us  he'll  send. 

He  is  an  elf  so  changeable  and  coy. 
Upon  his  temper  we  can  ne'er  depend, 

A  petted,  pampered,  wilful,  wanton  boy. 
But  yet  we  love  him  tlirough  each  varied  mood. 

If  sullen  now  he  soon  will  laugh  once  more. 
And  whisper  softly,  "  Oh,  I  will  be  good 

And  gay  and  bright  and  pleasant  as  before  !  " 
So  we  believe  him,  but  our  trust  is  vain. 
For  he  deceives  us  o'er  and  o'er  again  ! 

— Chas.  F.  Forshaw. 


There  is  more  money  in  the  country  to-day  than 
at  any  time  in  our  nation's  history.  And  there  ara 
more  people  going  after  it.  Hold  on  to  what  you've 
got. 


On  Wednesday,  April  6,  Captain  Hart-Davis  (an 
accomplished  dry-fly  man)  will  read  a  paper  on 
"Ambidexterity  in  Dry-Fly  Fishing"  at  the  rooms 
of  theMedical Society, 1 1,  Chandos-street,  Cavendish- 
square. 


An  interesting  study  of  the  ability  of  fish  to 
change  their  colour,  recently  made  at  the  Woods 
Holl  Biological  Laboratory,  is  described  in  Harper's 
Weekly.  Says  the  writer :—"  Changing  colour  at 
will  is  a  property  of  certain  mammals,  and  it  was 
found  that  in  the  fishes  under  observation  it  was 
possible  when  changes  of  surrounding  conditions 
were  made.  The  fish  selected  for  the  experiment 
were  co mmon  green  killifishes,  or  sal  t  water  minnows, 
which  ordinarily  in  daylight  have  a  light  grey 
colour.  This  in  the  dark  becomes  almost  black,  as 
was  demonstrated  by  placing  the  fish  in  a  dark- 
lined  dish.  If  the  fish  were  placed  in  a  porcelain 
bowl  in  the  light  it  would  become  much  paler, 
even  though  the  illumination  was  the  same.  That 
the  colour  was  at  the  control  of  the  fish  was 
demonstrated  by  severing  the  spinal  cord  of  one 
which  had  undergone  the  observed  changes  in  a 
normal  manner.  In  this  case  the  posterior  p?)rt 
remained  absolutely  dark.  The  light  affecting  the 
fish's  eyes  was  found  to  be  responsible  for  the 
colour  changes,  as  these  did  not  occur  after  cutting 
the  optic  nerves  of  fishes  whose  changes  had  been 
regular." 


The  Popular  Penny  War  Map,  issued  by  the  Press 
Bureau,  has  passed  into  its  second  50,000.  It  is 
getting  on  Hwinmiingly,  and  is  apparently  on  sale 
everywhere.  Tim  biiauty  of  it  is  that  you  look  for 
the  place  on  the  riia|) — sometimes  you  look  for  place 
elsewhere — and  then  on  the  border  you  find  details 
about  it.    This  saves  carrying  a  book. 


Mr.  W.  Todd  sends  a  photograph  of  four  fish 
(pike)  taken  by  Mr.  A.  Stretton  from  a  private  pond 
on  March  7  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oundle,  North- 
ampton. Their  weights  were  13Jlb.,  131b.,  131b., 
and  4^1b. 


While  a  collection  was  being  made  for  the 
Sailors'  Homo  on  a  homeward  steamer  from  Cape 
Town,  it  was  announced  that  a  sailor  had  caught  a 
curious  fish,  which  might  be  inspected  on  payment 
of  a  small  fee  towards  tlae  aforesaid  object.  A  gentle- 
man, accompanied  by  a  steward  jealously  guarding 
a  covarod  entree  dish,  wont  round  the  ship.  Great 
curiosity  was  evinced,  and  nmch  money  flowed  into 
the  coffers  of  the  home,  one  gentleman  even  paying 
10s.  for  the  privilege  of  seeing,  beautifully  garnished 
with  parsley,  a  rod  herring. 


The  following  questions  have  been  sent  for  me  to 
answer  :— "  Have  you  ever  thought  what  an  even 
thing  it  is  between  the  trout  and  the  worm  ? — 
Sometimes  the  trout  catches  the  worm,  and  some- 
times the  worm  catches  the  trout.  Then,  again, 
have  you  ever  thought  out  a  really  good  definition 
of  a  fishing  mackintosh  ?  I  have  got  as  far  as  this  : 
A  mackintosh  is  a  garment  possessing  the  peculiar 
properties  of  making  you  wot  when  it  is  fine,  and 
keeping  you  dry  when  it  is  wet."  [Ah,  weel  now, 
Moester  Mcintosh,  you  don't  go  to  the  right  shop  for. 
your  mackintosh.] 


When  the  Fish  Begin  to  Bite. 

When  the  "  flee  "  is  on  the  water  and  the  worms 

begin  to  crawl. 
And  the  birds  begin  to  chirrup  roimd  the  brook  and 

waterfall  ; 

When  the  toads  begin  to  holloa  and  the  crayfish 

come  in  sight. 
That  is  when  the  season  opens  and  the  fish  begin  to 

bite. 

When  Thomas,  in  his  back  shop  in  the  God-forsaken 

town. 

Feels  that  awful  itcliy  feeling  from  his  stockings  to 

his  crown  ; 

When  he  slams  his  dusty  ledger  and  vamooses  in  the 
night, 

That  is  when  the  fever's  got  him,  and  the  fish  begin 
to  bite. 

When  the  throstle's  cheery  carol  comes  across  the 

balmy  breeze. 
And  the  boy  along  the  mill-stream  creeps  beneath 

the  budding  trees. 
When  he  drops  his  hook  so  gently  where  the  little 

shiners  skite, 
There  is  joy  within  his  bosom  when  the  fish  begin  to 

bite. 

When  the  landlord  in  the  dale  advertises  "  board 
and  rooms  "  ; 

With  the  Ure  full  of  fishes  and  his  fields  full  of  per- 
fumes ; 

When  he  writes  his  house  is  airy — no  crawling 

things  at  night — 
That  is  when  the  city  empties,  and  the  "  fish  "  begin 

to  bite.  —J.  E.  M. 


The  City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society  announce 
that  no  meeting  will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  April  5, 
in  consequence  of  Easter  holidays.  The  society's 
Colne  fishery,  at  Wraysbury,  will  be  open  to 
members  for  trout-fishing  during  the  season  now 
commencing,  subject  to  C.L.P.S.  rules  and  Thames 
Fishery  bye-laws  and  regulations  (as  to  size  of 
takeable  fish,  bait,  etc.).  Tickets  may  be  obtained 
of  the  hon.  secretary. 


When  at  church  Mick  always  bowed  when  the 
name  of  Satan  was  mentioned.  The  priest  remon- 
strated with. him  for  so  doing.  "By  my  faith," 
replied  Mick,  "  nothing  is  ever  lost  by  being  polite, 
and  what  is  .more,  one  never  knows  what  may 
happen." 


DuKiNG  the  coming  season  the  Canadian  Fisheries 
Department  will  conduct,  at  Canso,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
the  experiment  of  curing  Canadian  herrings  by  the 
Scotcli  process.  It  is  not  intended  this  year  to 
supply  any  market  demand,  but  to  prepare  a  small 
shipment  in  order  to  elicit  the  opinions  of  buyers  in 
the  United  States  and  other  markets.  If  these 
results  are  successful  the  educational  work  will  be 
extended  on  a  large  scale. 


Elsie  :  "  How  is  your  tale  of  the  sea  getting  on, 
B()bV)y  V  "  Bobby  :  "  Well,  just  now  there's  a 
frightful  storm  I'm  writin',  and  the  passengers  are 
afraid  the  boat'll  go  to  the  top."  Elsie  :  "  To  the 
bottom,  you  moan  ?  "  Bobby;  "  No  I  don't,  silly. 
This  is  a  submarine  boi|,t !  " 


Messrs.  Jarrold  &  Sons  are,  I  am  told,  publish- 
ing a  new  edition  of  the  issue  in  sixpenny  form  of 
Carter  Platts'  side-splitting  collection  of  original 
fishing  yarns,  "  Angling  Done  Here  !  "  How  many 
editions  this  merry  work  has  passed  through  I  do 
not  know,  and  how  many  more  are  likely  to  be 
required  before  it  has  set  the  whole  angling 
world  in  a  roar  I  do  not  care  to  prophesy;  all  I 
know  is  that  I  first  read  it  seven  years  ago,  and  I 
am  laughing  yet. 


Minister  :  ''  You  S3em  to  be  glad  to  have  me 
visit  your  home."  Young  Hopeful:  "  Ye.s  sir. 
Whenever  you  come  we  have  a  jolly  good  dinner." 


A  curious  painting  adorns  the  walls  of  a  certain 
church  in  Surrey.  The  subject  is  "  The  Miraculous 
Draught  of  Fishes,"  and  the  artist,  evidently  un- 
versed in  the  piscatorial 'art,  has  made  the  net's 
meshes  twice  as  large  as  any  of  the  fish  it  contains. 


With  supple  limbs  and  heart  of  fire 
Runs  youth  along  his  shining  way ; 

Over  the  ashes  of  desire 

Bides  musing  age  the  waning  day. 

Oh,  it  is  not  that  shadows  near. 
No,  it  is  not  that  night  draws  on: 

The  sigh  is  for  the  vanished  year — 
Not  for  what  is,  but  what  is  gone. 


An  aiicient  mariner,  who  had  spent  more  than 
sixty  years  on  a  Channel  fishing-smack,  was  the 
other  day  being  cross-examined  by  a  Dover  solicitor, 
who  asked,  "  How  far  were  you  from  the  Varne 
buoy  when  the  incident  happened  ?  "  The  seasoned 
skipper's  answer  fell  on  lus  hearers  like  a  thunder- 
bolt :  "  Don't  you  ask  me  nothing  nautical,  sir, 
because  I  don't  know  nothing  about  it." 


It  makes  a  man  sorry  he  moved  when  he  reads 
in  the  papers  ths  house  agent's  description  of  the 
house  he  has  just  vacated. 


Chauffeur  man. 

Out  for  spin — 
New  machine, 

Slick  as  sin. 
Went  ten  miles 

Like  a  streak. 
To  a  bridge 

'Cross  a  creek. 
Mule  on  span 

Wouldn't  budge  ; 
Chauffeur  swore — 

Said  :   "  Oh  fudge 
See  me  knock 

Mule  to  bits  ; 
Just  watch  me 

Give  him  fits  !  " 
Mule's  rear  hoofs 

Met  the  shock, 
Auto  sailed 

Half  a  block. 
Mule's  here  yet  ; 

Chauffeur's  flown — 
O'er  his  head 

Nice  white  stone. 

Well,  he  should  have  gone  fishing  ! 


Teacher  (in  spslling  class) :  "  Johnnie,  spell 
'  fail.'  "  Johnnie  :  "  I  can't."  Teacher  :  "  You 
can't  spell  that  simple  word  1  Why  not  ? " 
Johnnie  :  "  'Cause  you  told  me  there's  no  such 
word  as  '  fail.'  " 


Railway  excursions  at  low  fares,  so  essential  to 
modern  Bank  Holidays,  had  their  origin  in  a  trip 
run  on  July  5,  1841,  from  Leicester  to  Lough- 
borough (twelve  miles),  at  12s.  for  the  double 
journey.  The  passengers,  who  numbered  570,  were 
delighted  with  the  insignificance  of  their  travelling 
expenses. 


The  Easter  Holidays  are  upon  us — I  gather  this 
fact  from  the  railway  announcements.  I  also 
notice  that  the  weathercock  has  had  a  list  to  the 
east,  with  a  slight  inclination  to  north,  and  I  don't 
like  it.  I  am  asked  about  the  weather.  Well,  vou 
can  make  it  for  yourself.  Take  snow,  sunshine, 
hail,  rain,  more  sunshine,  a  touch  of  the  lightning 
which  struck  the  Crystal  Palace  kite,  a  dash  of  the 
thunder  which  interrupted  Winston  Churchill's 
speech.  Mix  with  a  spice  of  tornado  and  a 
seasoning  of  bli/.zard,  and  you  will  get  some  "nice 
seasonable  weather  "  which  does  not  suit 

DbaoneT. 
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Provincial  Angling  Jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning; 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Trades  Exliibition  was  opened  on  March  24 
by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Birmingham,  and  from  what 
I  have  seen  of  the  show  it  bids  fair  to  exceed  all 
former  exhibitions — the  display  of  specimen  fish  is 
on  good  authority  the  very  best  that  ever  has  been 
seen  in  England  ;  the  show  of  pike  is  grand,  and 
have  exceeded  the  expectations  of  all  parties  con- 
cerned. The  seventeenth  armual  dinner  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Birmingham  A.A.  was  held  on 
March  26,  at  the  Old  Royal  Hotel,  Temple-row, 
when  over  160  representatives  of  the  clubs  were 
present.  The  dinner  was  served  up  in  first-class 
form,  and  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  ;  after  which  an 
abbre\'iated  toast-list  was  gone  through,  and  harmony 
of  a  kind  above  the  average  was  very  much  enjoyed. 
Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  as  this  gentleman  had 
just  completed  his  fiftieth  birthday,  his  health  was 
drunk  with  musical  honours.  The  dinner  and  the 
after  programme  were  a  great  success,  and  Mr.  J. 
Rabone,  the  general  secretary,  must  be  compli- 
mented upon  the  manner  in  wliich  the  whole  of  the 
arrangements  were  carried  out.  Trout-fishing  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Serven  opened  well  last 
%veek  during  the  short  spells  of  fine  weather.  Some 
decent  fish  have  been  taken  above  Bridgenorth, 
cliiefly  oS  the  scours,  and  in  the  shallow  waters  at 
Shrewsbury  sport  has  been  fair,  and  with  warm  and 
fine  weather  there  is  every  appearance  of  a  good 
.season  being  in  store  for  the  fly-fisherman  on  this 
river.  Trout-fisliing  on  the  Teme  has  opened  well, 
and  the  fish  are  reported  to  be  in  very  good  con- 
dition. For  the  holidays  we  only  want  a  few  rays 
of  bright  sunshine  to  draw  our  members  out,  and  I 
would  advise  them  to  go  up  the  Severn  above 
Hampton  Lode  and  up  to  Shrewsbury ;  this  is 
grand  country,  and  fishing  wiU  be  found  above  the 
average.  There  are  a  few  small  streams  close  to 
the  city  where  a  few  small  fish  may  be  taken,  but 
sport,  on  the  whole,  is  very  indifferent,  and  the 
Severn  at  the  present  time  is  the  only  free  or  open 
water  that  I  can  recommend  to  those  who  wish  to 
spend  a  hoHdav. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  very  favourable  for  angling 
operations  during  the  past  week,  and  most  waters 
have  been  in  nice  trim  ;  consequently,  anglers  have 
had  little  to  complain  of  in  that  respect.  A  few 
brace  of  nice  trout  have  been  secured  on  the  Drif- 
field Canal,  but  there  is  still  an  absence  of  insect 
life,  very  few  flies  having  hatched  out  as  yet,  minnow 
and  worm  being  the  most  successful  lures  at 
present.  Very  little  sport  has  been  met  with  on 
the  River  Hull,  although  odd  fish  have  been  picked 
up  here  and  there  above  Hempholme.  Mr.  H. 
V\'hitfield  secured  a  brace  at  the  latter  place  last 
week,  the  best  fish  scaling  lib.  8oz.,  and  another 
angler  secured  one  at  Aike  Beckend  that  scaled 
lib.  6oz.  ;  but  it  is  full  early  for  the  big  fish  in  the 
tidal  waters.  Flounders  are  beginning  to  be  fairly 
on  the  run,  and  the  lower  waters  are  in  nice  trim  for 
the  Easter  matches,  several  of  which  will  be  fished 
in  various  parts  of  the  river.  The  Star  A. A.,  of 
Stoneferry,  will  open  their  season  on  Good  Friday 
at  Wawno  ;  the  Sandringham  A.S.  at  Weelforry, 
on  April  3  ;  and  the  Beverley  and  Driffield  Club  will 
also  open  their  season  on  tho  river  during  the 
holidays.  Tho  Hull  Preservation  Society  have 
received  the  500  young  trout  from  tho  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board,  and  had  them  successfully  turned 
into  the  river  at  Grovehill.  The  society  have  also 
ordered  a  supply  of  rainbows  from  the  Wyresdale 
Fishery  for  their  Ingleniere  Ponds  at  Ncwland. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

On  Windermere  very  little  is  doing,  although 
individual  good  trout  are  being  killed  with  fly, 
some  of  them  running  over  lib.,  but  as  things  are 
at  present  I  cannot  hold  out  any  great  hopes  for 
the  Easter  holidays.  And  yet  I  may  be  wrong, 
for  a  few  warm  days  would  make  all  the 
difference.  Char  fishing  so  far  has  not  been  worth 
following,  and  but  litt.'o  will  be  done  until  the 
temperature  of  tho  lake  gets  considerably  higher. 
The  Kent  A.A.  will  this  week  turn  into  the  Kent 
and  its  tributaries  some  thousands  of  .yearling  trout 
from  tho  Wyresdale  hatchery.  This  stream  is  pro- 
viding some  good  fish.  On  Tuesday  (March  29)  I 
saw  a  basket  of  thirteen  which  weighed  6|lb. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Very  little,  if  any,  iinprovoment  is  reported  of  our 
county  rivers  ;  things  appear  to  go  on  in  the  same 
humdrum  manner.  La.st  week-end  a  wire  from  tho 
upper  reaches  of  the  Ribblo  spoke  of  a  good  fly 
water  and  a  south  wind.  The  trout  on  this  portion 
of  the  river  are  in  excellent  condition.    From  the 


Lune  heavy  waters  are  reported.  Easter  is  con- 
sidered the  practical  opening  of  this  river,  and  until 
then  the  old  hands  hold  off,  although  a  few  of  tho 
most  "  devoted  "  throw  an  early  fly.  Last  week-end 
the  Bollin  was  reported  as  in  excellent  order  for 
trout  fishing,  but  no  records  are  returned.  On 
March  27  tlie  now  water  in  Trafford  Park  simply 
swarmed  with  botli  anglers  and  boats,  and  the  latter 
are  voted  a  nuisance.  It  might  be  a  lark  for  John 
and  Mary  to  rock  about  in  a  boat,  but  the  angler 
who  has  paid  2s.  to  fish  wishes  the  boat  was  where 
his  grovrnd-bait  lies.  Only  one  report  is  to  hand, 
and  he,  after  fishing  all  day,  got  none,  so  perhaps 
others  may  wish  not  to  report  anything  beyond 
their  blessings  on  the  boats.  The  usual  fjudget  of 
news  is  to  hand  from  Liverpool,  and  the  likely  spot 
not  to  be  visited  would  be  hard  to  mention.  North 
Wales  will  receive  marked  attention.  A  further 
point  of  interest  is  the  fact  that  several  private 
waters  have  been  secured  for  rods  in  this  city. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

After  all  it  looks  like  a  fair  number  of  rods  getting 
away  for  the  popular  Easter  hoHdays.  Evidently 
the  "old  Adam"  is  asserting  himself,  and  as  the 
time  gets  nearer  the  fever  burns  and  the  blood 
follows,  getting  warmer  towards  angling.  One  thing 
the  writer  cannot  get  over  is  this — why  old  hands 
never  get  their  tackle  overhauled  imtil  a  few  days 
before  they  purpose  going.  During  the  winter 
tackle-dealers  have  been  remarkably  quiet,  and  yet 
on  Monday  last  an  old  hand  quietly  walked  into  a 
tackle-shop  and  asked  for  his  rod  to  be  put  in  order 
with  new  rings  and  re-polished.  It  is  only  a  small 
affair,  a  matter  of  a  few  hours,  he  said ;  then  why  not 
get  it  done  in  winter,  and  find  a  little  work  for 
artisans,  and  at  the  same  time  get  a  better  job  done. 
One  thing  our  city  rods  can  congratulate  themselves 
on  is  the  fact  that  they  can  procure  maggots  just  at 
present.  W^hether  they  are  of  any  real  use  being 
out  of  season  is  another  thing,  but  still  there  is  a 
good  visible  supply.  The  Gorton  A.S.  appear  likely 
to  hold  a  front  place  in  city  clubs,  for  already  they 
are  forty-six  strong.  Further,  they  have  secured 
private  waters  at  Levenshulme,  wliich  are  being 
stocked. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  anglers  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  advent 
of  the  Easter  holidays,  and  at  the  period  of  writing 
the  tributaries  Greet  and  Dover  Beck  were  running 
in  splendid  condition  for  the  pursuit  of  sport. 
Portions  are,  however,  reserved  until  the  early  days 
of  May,  and  then  only  the  fly  is  allowed.  The  Trent 
should  attract  salmon  and  trout  votaries — members 
of  the  City  Wellington  Society — to  Cavendish  Bridge 
and  SharHlow,  and  for  salmon  no  lure  will  be  found 
to  equal  the  Devon  arfififcial  minnow  (fluted)  or  the 
Derby  Killer.  Pike  are  now  plentiful  on  the  spawn- 
ing grounds,  and  the  season  promises  to  be  an 
unusually  prosperous  one.  Dace  have  practically 
done  spawning  and  have  repaired  to  the  rapids  for 
the  purpose  of  recuperating.  Recently,  towards 
night,  the  fish  have  bet  n  rising  freely  to  the  small 
early  spring  duns  coming  down  stream.  On  Mcnday 
I  strolled  down  the  banks  of  the  Trent  from  Beeston 
and  ascertained  that  a  fair  number  of  large  salmon 
had  already  passed  over  the  weirs  at  the  Rylands. 
They  usually  run  onwards  or  upwards  to  Thrimpton 
weirs,  and  thence  to  Sawley  weirs,  Shardlow,  and 
King's  Mills. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

All  the  rivers  are  now  in  capital  condition  and  a 
nice  height,  and  our  local  anglers  are  looking 
forward  to  some  good  sport  during  the  coming 
holidays.  Some  of  our  clubs  do  not  commence 
trout-fishing  until  Easter,  when  fish  are  in  fair 
condition  ;  judging  by  the  trout  caught  this 
season,  they  are  by  no  means  up  to  the  mark,  but 
more  genial  weather  and  fly  life  will  soon  improve 
their  condition.  The  weather  during  the  past  week 
has  been  fine  overhead,  but  a  strong  wind  blowing 
from  the  north-west ;  not  many  rods  have  been 
out  and  but  few  fish  taken,  and  none  of  any  size. 
Mr.  Thompson  caught  a  brace  of  sea-trout  under 
Diglis  Weir,  and  several  others  have  been  trying  for 
them,  but  there  do  not  seem  to  be  so  many  as  usual 
come  up  the  Severn  this  year.  Salmon  are  scarce 
in  tho  river  ;  very  few  have  been  taken  by  the  nets 
tliis  week,  and  the  price  keeps  up.  Most  of  our 
supply  have  been  had  from  Gloucester. 

FROM  YORK  AND  1  DISTRICT. 

Reports  to  hand  on  the  trout  prospects  in  the 
district  are  variable,  but  on  the  whole  not  dis- 
couraging. Tho  Codbeck  (Thirsk)  was  never  known 
to  have  been  more  plentifully  stocked,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  fish  is  satisfactory.  Good  panniers 
have  been  the  rule,  the  catches  for  th6  most  part 
having  been  made  in  tho  deeper  holes  north  of 
Thirsk.  The  recent  rains  improved  the  outlook 
for  the  Richmond  district,  and  good  sport  is 
anticipated  in  the  Swale. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  changed,  and  rain  has  fallen 
generally  throughout  the  country,  though  not  in 
sufficient  quantity  to  materially  affect  the  condition 
of  the  waters  anywhere.  Sport  has  received  an  all- 
round  impetus,  but  it  is  still  much  below  tho  usual 
standard  at  several  of  the  principal  angling  stations. 
Matters  aro  expected  to  show  much  improvement 
with  the  advent  of  April  should  the  weather  be  of 
an  ordinary  or  normal  character.  Sea-angling  has 
not  afforded  good  sport  anywhere  so  far,  but  it  has 
not  been  practised  to  any  great  extent  at  any 
station.  Mackerel  have  arrived  on  the  coasts  of 
Cork  and  Kerry,  and  may  now  be  had  whipping  in 
the  principal  bays  and  fjords.  Rock-fishing  has 
not  yet  commenced. 

Belfast  and  Di.stbict. 

The  weather  continues  cold  and  unfavourable  to 
trout-fishing,  and  until  the  wind  veers  round  from 
the  north-west- there  will  be  little  done.  The  reser- 
voirs at  Woodburn,  Marshallstown,  Stoneyford,  etc., 
are  at  a  nice  height,  but  fish  rise  indifferently.  The 
Clady,  Crumlin,  Glenavy,  and  upper  reaches  of  the 
Lagan  are  cle^ar  and  low,  and  rain  is  much  needed. 
Sport,  as  a  rule,  is  very  poor  on  the  co.  Down 
rivers.  The  Ulster  A.A.  will  hold  a  coarse  fishing 
competition  at  Toome  on  Easter  Monday.  At  tho 
annual  dinner  of  the  association,  on  March  24,  Mr. 
W^  T.  Braithwaite,  president,  presiding,  Mr.  S.  G. 
Taylor,  hon.  secretary,  was  presented  with  a  massive 
gold  hunting  watch  and  chain,  and  Mrs.  Taylor 
with  a  silver  tea-service  ;  and  Mr.  James  Murray, 
past  treasurer,  with  a  Hardy  steel-centre  rod.  Snow 
fell  here  to-day  (March  29). 


RESTOCKING  THE  TYNE  WITH 
YEARLING  TROUT. 


RiVEB  Tyne  anglers  have  been  a  sorely  neglected 
body  in  several  respects,  but  many  years  of  agita- 
tion for  recognition  of  their  requirements  at  the 
hands  of  the  Conservancy  Board  are  beginning  to 
produce  results  which  in  time  should  place  them  in 
a  very  happy  position.  The  restocking  of  the  Tyne 
with  trout  has  been  the  chief  bone  of  contention, 
but  the  committee  of  the  Northumbrian  Anglers' 
Federation  were  able  at  their  annual  meeting,  at 
the  Y.M.C.A.,  Newcastle,  on  March  7,  to  speak 
favourably  upon  the  negotiations  which  have 
been  in  hand  for  improving  what  has  been 
for  some  time  a  very  poor  angling  stream. 
Mr.  Harbottle,  their  hon.  secretary,  who  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Conservancy  Board,  successfully  u=ed 
his  endeavours  last  year  to  get  a  grant  of  £50  from 
the  latter  body,  but  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the 
season  it  was  then  impossible  to  get  trout  in  time, 
and  the  work  was  deferred  till  this  year.  We  are 
now  able  to  report,  however,  that  from  the  Choller- 
ford  hatcheries  of  Mr.  Cadman,  despite  an  accident 
at  a  pond,  whereby  many  fish  were  lost  in  the 
breeding  stage,  the  federation  are  to  have  4500  year- 
ling trout  to  place  in  the  river  this  year,  whilst  the 
balance  of  the  6000  ordered  will  be  available  next 
year.  Thecommittee  report  that  the  4500  will,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  Mr.  Cadman,  be  put  in  the  water 
on  Saturday  afternoon,  an  arrangement  made 
out  of  consideration  for  the  great  number  of 
working-men  anglers  of  the  district,  whose  attend- 
ance at  the  interesting  ceremony  is  desired  by  the 
federation.  One  quarter  of  the  number  are  to  be 
placed  at  Hexham,  an  equal  number  at  Corbridge, 
and  the  other  half  at  Prudhoe.  In  reference  to 
the  latter  place,  the  hon.  secretary  reported  that 
so  far  as  the  present  negotiations  for  the  water 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Northumberland  have 
gone,  the  hope  was  entertained  that  the  federation 
would  procure  the  water  for  their  own  use, 
instead  of.  as  formerly,  anglers  having  to  apply  to 
the  Duke's  agent  for  permission  to  fish  it.  The 
majority  of  tho  fish  are  being  placed  in  this  water 
in  anticipation  of  the  federation's  success  on  this 
point.  "Ihe  yearling  trout  that  have  been  secured 
will  leave  the  hatcheiies  in  very  good  condition, 
some  of  them  being  of  the  exceptional  length  of 
five  to  six  inches,  and  as  anglers  are  not  expected 
to  take  any  of  them  for  two  years,  the  prospects  of 
the  river  Tyne  as  a  fisherman's  haunt  will  by  that 
time  be  particularly  bright. — Newcastle  North  Mail. 


The  rapid  growth  of  some  fish  is  very  extraordi- 
nary. I  saw  three  pike  taken  out  of  a  pond  in 
Staffordshire,  belonging  to  Sir  J.  Clark  Jervoise, 
two  of  which  weighed  36lb.  each,  and  the  other 
351b.  The  pond  was  fished  every  seven  years,  and, 
supposing  that  store  pike  of  61b.  or  71b.  weight  were 
left  in  it,  the  growth  of  the  pike  in  question  must 
have  been  at  the  rate  of  41b.  per  year. — Jesse's 
"  Gleanings  of  Nat.  Hist." 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   EISHINO   QUARTERS,  «&c. 


Owt  o/  sight  and  sound  of  Bmlways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensliain  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Private  Lake,  two  miles  in  circumference, 
and  River  (also  private)  of  about  1^  miles, 
well  stocked  with  good  fish  of  all  kinds. 

AKF  WYRNWY  HRTFI 
.hivl  V I  nil  11 1  nu  1  LLj 

- 

The  Fishing  began  on  March  i.    Boats  and 
Rooms  should  be  booked  early. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  ROUGH  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET. 

KAILYYAY  nU  1  tL. 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

n  the  midit  ol  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Tront, 
>lke  and  Perch,  la  the  West  of  Ireland— Lough* 
ilask  and  Carra.   The  lakes  are  only  U  mllet 
llstant  from  Hotel.   The  owner,  having  his  own 
3oati,  can  give  every  facility  to  tonriiti.  Cater- 
ng  and  accommodation  the  very  beat.  Tenni 
)n  application.   Special  to  a  Party, 

T.  STABNERS,  Proprietor. 

KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz. :  Hotel  Water,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  up  to  five— then  free  ;  Jieserved 
Water,  i,S  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.    No  charge  is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats.   Fisliing  from 
the  15th  of  .January  till  end  of  May.— For 
further  particulars  apply  to  H.  .f.  Knight. 
NoTK  : — All  fish  are  retained  by  anglers. 

Coarse  Fishing  CLOSED  until  June  15. 
Trout  Fishing  OPENED  on  river,  April  1. 
GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 
Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Eesidence  from  3i  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  Is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel. 

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  Frhnsham  Pond,Churt. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

Modern  Hotel,  with  every  Convenience  and  Comfort  for  Anglers. 

JSN   PENSION,   IOb.  6d.   IL  DAY. 

Station :  Llanfyllin.                 Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy." 

5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

PORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.    135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.    Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.    G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 

Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day.                 A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF,  N.B. 

First-class  Family,  Tourist,  and  Com- 
mercial Hotel.    All  modern  comforts. 
Free  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  for  July 
and  August.     Salmon  Fishing  to  Let  for 
September  and  October.    A  good  golf 
course.      Hiring  in  all  its  branches. 
'Bus  meets  all  trains.    Telephone  :  No. 
078.    Telegrams:  "  Chisholm,  Banff." 

JAS.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
iloach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.     350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.    Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stationi.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizxs  0?  Fish: 

Pike,  18  Inch.              Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.               Dace,  6  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch.              Perch,  8  Inch. 

Tench,  8  Inch.             Gudgeon,  4  Inch. 

Coarse  Fishing  closed  until  June  15. 

ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.    Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charging  apparatus. 

M.  WALTERS. 

ST.  NEOTS. 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

On  the  Banks  of  the  Ouse. 

Good  Winter  Fishing :  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and 
Chub.     Every    Accommodation    for  visiting 
Anglers.     Illustrated  Booklet  and  Tariff  on 
application.— Fred.  Bbesok,  Proprietor. 

SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fisbing  opened  on  Feb.  i. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.   Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some    open  water    also.     Excellent  privat*< 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  tna  Holyhead. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 

HTTNTLY  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modem  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogle.   First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.    Particulars  from  WILLIAM 
Donaldson,  Manager. 

THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  CuUen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing.   Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  lor  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).   Boarders,  7«.  6d.  per 
day.  Winter ;  Sm.  6d.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.   Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.   The  largest  Pike  scaling  2?l  lbs. 
Good  lea  fishing. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 

THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).    Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  is.  7d.  per  day. 

Pbofrietor,  a.  H  ECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.   Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.    Terms  from 
10/-  per  day  inclusive. 

.S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 

THE  GLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  at  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;   comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.    Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address  :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams: "Hotel  Glyn."    Station:  Glyn- 
oeiriog,  via  Chirk. 

CASTLE  HOTEL 

Hastingsm 

Coffee  Room,  Smoking  Lounge, 
Billiard  Room, 

Moderate  tariff.   Special  week  or  week-end  terms. 

Headquarters    of    Hastings    and  St. 

Leonards  Angling  Society ;  also  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
'Buses   meet   all   trains.  Excellent 
Stabling,    Motor    and    Cycle  Houses 
adjoining  Hotel.— Apply, 

H.  BOYCE. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey, 

Bright,  bracing  air;  Hotel  adjoins  sf-a  coast  and  lake, 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  9-hole  golf 
links.    Lake  TrafFells.  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan,  75 
acres,  are  now  included  in  proprietor's  fishing  ;  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  Fishing :  boats  on  all  lakes  incluaedtn 
moderate  tariiF.    Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
River  Crygill,  best  in  the  early  season,  opened  March  1.  , 
A  MODERN  HOUSE,  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea,  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moun* 
tains,  with  same  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel.  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address.  T.  J.  COTTRELL.  Proprietor. 

BLACK  LION  HOTEL 

Llangurig,  Montgomeryshire. 

BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

One  of  the  Best  Trout  Fishings  in 
Wales.    Upper  Wye  and  three  Lakes,  all 
well  stocked  with  Trout.    Fishing  free 
for  visitors  staying  at  the  above  Hotel, 
with  use  of  Punt.    Pure  mountain  air, 
1,000  feet  above  sea  level. 

Apply,  Proprietress,  M.  ANWYL. 

SELECT  ANGLERS'  QUARTERS 

At  Ballyshannon,  co.  Donegal,  Ireland. 

Situated  close  to  all  the  best  Salmon 
pools  of  the  River  Erne,  and  within  easy 
distance    of  Free   Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  on  Lough  Melvin.    This  Hotel  is 
almost  new,  with  every  modern  iinprove- 
ment ;  and,  since  its  erection,  has  been 
largely  patronised  by  anglers  coming  to 
fish  the  Erne  and  Lough  Melvin.    It  is 
acknowledged  the  most  comfortable  and 
convenient  quarters  to  reach  the  best 
fishing  grounds  on  the  Erne  and  Lough 
Melvin,  from  and  in  the  shortest  time. 

Pro/rie/ors— HENDERSON  &  CO., 
Royal  Hotel,  Ballyshannon. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.     Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Neldee, (Proprietor. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilpea,  eo.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT  . 

Modeni  House,  ve-furnished.  Appointnieuts 
\\\t  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
iish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers' Board,  9s.  per  day  or  X.l  10«.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Ix.  ;  Daily,  .5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  i)er  day.  Cheaper  Anglnig 
terms  on  Upper  Water.— Address  Managekkss. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 

MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodorgan,  Anglesey. 

The  above  is  the  best  in  North  Wales  for  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lake).    (Jan  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  or  Bait.    Boats  thoroughly  up-to-date 
and  free  to  Anglers.   Sail  or  row  boats.  Perch, 
Roach,  Sea  and  River  Trouting  within  easy 
distances.   Cuisine,  Wines,  &c.,  of  best  quality. 
Terms  moderate. 

.lOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 

LOUGH  ARROW, 

BOTLE,  IRELAND. 
Best  Free  Trout  Fishing  in  Ireland. 
Excellent  and  convenient  accommoda- 
tion for  anglers,  1(X)  yards  from  lake. 
Boats,  men,  cars,  &c.    2|  hours  from 
Dublin. — For  particulars,  apply  to  G. 
AcHESON,  Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle. 

Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Qughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,620 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon    in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.    6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.    The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.    Hotel  tariS  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 

THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

ItlNG  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  In  the   Avon.    Tickets  issueil  tc 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  fis.  per  day.  Billiards 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  (fee— Address,  Propkibtor. 

RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.   Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.    Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 

THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

Cac  be  jbtalned  from  the  Fnbllihan, 
Price  8s.  6d. 
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EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce 
that  on  Thursday,  March  31,  in  addition  to 
relieving  trains,  special  trains  will  be  run  from 
Liverpool-street  at  1.35,  4.5,  and  7.10  p.m.  to 
Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft  ;  at  1.30  p.m. 
to  Ipswich,  Norwich,  and  Cromer  ;  at  1.30  and  4.5 
p.m.  to  Colchester,  Clacton-on-Sea,  and  Walton-on- 
Naze  ;  at  4.30  p.m.  to  Hunstanton;  and  at  7.12 
p.m.  to  Felixstowe.  The  express  supper-car  train 
at  12.3  midnight  to  Chelmsford,  Colchester,  and 
Clacton  will  be  run  on  this  date  instead  of  on  Satur- 
day, April  2.  On  Good  Friday,  with  certain  modi- 
fications and  additions,  the  trains  will  run  the  same 
as  on  Sundays.  Special  trains  will  be  run  at  5.8  a.m. 
from  Liverpool-street  to  Ipswich  and  at  9.4  to  Yar- 
mouth and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  both  calling  at 
the  principal  intermediate  stations.  Special  trains 
will  also  be  run  on  several  of  the  branches  in  con- 
nection with  trains  to  and  from  London.  On 
Saturday,  April  2,  for  the  accommodation  of 
persons  detained  at  business  imtil  late  in  the 
evening,  special  midnight  trains  wiU  leave  Liver- 
pool-street at  12.20  for  Norwich,  via  Cambridge,  and 
at  12.25  for  Cla«ton,  Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and 
Lowestoft,  via  Colchester,  calling  at  the  principal 
intermediate  stations.  Excursion  tickets  are  issued 
daily  from  Liverpool-street  and  other  London  and 
suburban  stations  to  Epping  Forest  (Chingford, 
Loughton,  etc.).  There  wiU  be  special  day  excur- 
sions on  Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  Monday,  and 
Tuesday  to  Southend-on-Sea,  Bumham-on-Crouch, 
etc.  On  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday  to  Brox- 
boume  and  Rye  House,  and  on  Easter  Monday  to 
Clacton,  Walton,  Dovercourt,  and  Harwich  ;  also 
on  Easter  Monday  from  Liverpool-street,  St.  Pancras, 
etc.,  to  Hertford,  Cambridge,  and  Ely  ;  and  from 
St.  Pancras  and  Kentish  Town  only  for  one,  three, 
six,  or  eight  days  to  Yarmouth  and  Cromer.  Several 
of  the  usual  up  expresses  (including  the  7  a.m.  and 
L17  p.m.  from  Cromer  and  the  7.25  a.m.  and  1.40 
p.m.  from  Yarmouth)  will  not  run  on  Easter  Mon- 
day, but  will  run  instead  on  Tuesday,  April  5,  on 
which  date  restaurant  cars  will  run  on  the  7.25 
a.m.  from  Yarmouth  and  the  7.40  a.m.  from 
Clacton.  On  Tuesday,  April  5,  special  morning 
express  trains  for  Liverpool-street  wiU  leave  Felix- 
stowe Town  at  7.10  a.m.,  Ipswich  7.43  a.m.,  and 
Bumham-on-Crouch  7.24  a.m.  Restaurant  cars 
are  run  every  week-day  (BankHolidaysexcepted)  on 
the  trains  leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for 
Norwich  and  Cromer,  at  5.0  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and 
on  the  up  trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8  a.m.,  Norwich 
at  8.46  a.m.,  and  Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Special  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Paris, 
via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the  service  leaving 
Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  April  1  and  2. 
They  will  also  be  issued  by  the  Night  Mail  Service 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  9.0  p.m.  and  Cannon-street 
at  9.5  p.m.,  each  evening  to  April  2  inclusive,  via 
Dover  and  Calais.  Returning  from  Paris  at 
2.40  p.m.  via  Boulogne,  or  8.40  p.m.  via  Calais,  any 
day  within  fourteen  days.  A  cheap  excursion  to 
Boulogne  will  leave  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  April  2  ;  returning  at  12.5  or  7.10  p.m.  on 
Easter  Monday.  Cheap  return  tickets  available 
for  eight  days  will  be  i.ssued  at  Charing  Cross  from 
March  30  to  April  4  inclusive,  available  by  the 
10.0  a.m.  and  2.20  p.m.  services.  The  Casino  at 
Boulogne  will  be  open  from  March  31  to  April  5 
inclusive.  Similar  tickets  will  also  be  issued  to 
Calais  by  the  9.0  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m.  services.  On 
Good  Friday,  Easter  Sunday,  and  Easter  Monday 
special  day  excursions  will  be  run  to  Boulogne  and 
Calais.  Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  by  the  Calais, 
Boulogne,  and  Ostend  routes  will  be  issued  from 
March  30  to  April  4  inclusive,  available  for  eight 
days.  Special  cheap  eight-day  return  tickets  to 
Amsterdam,  The  Hague,  and  other  Dutch  towns, 
via  QueenVjorough  and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from 
March  30  to  April  4  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and 
Holbom  at  9.25  a.m.  Cheap  eight-day  return 
tickets  to  Ostend  will  be  issued  from  March  30  to 
April  4  inclusive.  During  the  holidays  the 
Continental  services  will  run  as  usual. 
The  home  arrangements  are  as  follows : — Cheap 
return  tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards, 
Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbury,  Whitstablo,  Herne 
Bay,  Birchington,  Wostgato,  Margate,  Broadstairs, 
Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folke- 
»ton(3,  Shorncliffo,  Hytho,  Sandgate,  and  New 
Romney  (Littlcstone-on-Soa)  will  be  issued  from 
London  by  certain  trains  on  Thursday,  Friday,  and 
Saturday,  March  31,  and  April  1  and  2,  available  to 
return  on  Tuesday,  April  5,  by  any  train  (mail  and 
boat  expres-ses  excepted ).  Cheap  day  excursions  on 
Good  Friday  and  Ea.st«r  Monday  will  ho  run  from 
the  principal  London  stations  to  Gravesend  (for 


Rosherville  Gardens),  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Bexhill,  Whttstable, 
Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  Ramsgate,  Broadstairs, 
Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  Dover,  etc. 
On  Bank  Holiday  a  special  cheap'day  excursion  will 
be  run  to.  Aldershot,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at 
9.24  a.m.  and  London  Bridge  9.30  a.m.  Cheap 
return  tickets  from  London  to  the  Crystal  Palace 
(High  Level)  on  Bank  HoUday,  including  admission. 
Full  particulars  of  the  excursions,  extension  of  time 
for  certain  return  tickets,  alterations  in  train  ser- 
vices, etc.,  are  given  in  the  special  holiday  pro- 
gramme and  bills. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY. 

The  Great  Central  Railway  are  offering  ample 
and  admirable  facilities  to  those  desirous  of  spending 
Easter  at  places  reached  by  their  comfortable  and 
picturesque  route.  Excursions  are  announced  from 
London  (Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich,  and 
Metropolitan  stations  to  all  the  principal  towns  and 
holiday  resorts  in  the  Midlands,  North  of  England, 
North-East  and  North-West  Coast  watering-places, 
Douglas  (Isle  of  Man),  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  The 
information  has  been  concisely  tabulated  in  the 
form  of  an  A  B  C  programme,  giving  the  times  of 
starting,  fares,  dates,  and  times  of  return,  etc.,  for 
any  station,  alphabetically  arranged,  which  can  be 
easily  seen  at  a  glance.  Copies  of  this  lucid  guide 
can  be. obtained  free  at  Marylebone  Station,  or  at 
any  of  the  company's  town  offices  and  agencies. 
Zone  Fabes. — The  experiment  made  in  the  issue  of 
cheap  weekly  tickets  in  the  Grimsby  district  has  now 
been  extended  by  the  Great  Central  Company  as  a 
further  experiment  to  Manchester.  The  general 
idea  of  these  tickets  is  to  give  the  working  classes 
and  others,  who  cannot  'afford  to  take  a  yearly 
contract  ticket,  the  advantage  of  a  weekly  ticket  at 
about  the  same  rate  per  day  as  a  yearly  contract 
ticket. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY 
COMPANY. 

The  London  and  North-Western  Railway  Company 
announce  that  the  ticket  offices  at  Euston,  Broad 
street,  Kensington,  Victoria  (Pimlico),  and  Willesden 
Junction  will  be  open  each  day  until  Easter  Monday, 
April  4,  inclusive,  so  that  passengers  wishing  to 
obtain  tickets  can  do  so  at  any  time  of  the  day  prior 
to  the  starting  of  the  trains.  Tickets  dated  to  suit 
the  convenience  of  passengers  can  also  be  obtained 
at  any  time  (Sundays  and  Bank  Holidays  excepted) 
at  the  town  receiving  offices  of  the  company. 
Additional  express  trains  will  be  run,  and  special 
arrangements  made  in  connection  with  the  London 
and  North-Western  passenger  trains  for  the  Easter 
holidays. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY 
COMPANY. 

The  London  and  South-Western  Railway  Com- 
pany announce  fourteen-day  excursion  tickets  from 
London  (Waterloo),  etc.,  to  Paris  on  March  31 
and  April  1  and  2.  Fares  :  first  class,  39s.  3d., 
second  class,  30s.  3d.,  third  class,  26s.  (N.B. — For 
the  convenience  of  passengers  from  the  Midlands 
and  North  of  England  through  bookings  to  Paris 
have  been  arranged  from  the  principal  Northern 
companies.  Ask  for  tickets  "  vid  Southampton  and 
Havre.")  Cheap  tickets  will  also  be  issued  to  Cher- 
bourg on  March  31  and  April  2  ;  fare,  22s.  To  Havre 
on  March  31  and  April  1  and  2,  and  to  St.  Malo  on 
April  1  ;  fares,  24s.  6d.  Fast  excursions  at  con- 
venient times  from  London  (Waterloo)  and  certain 
suburban  stations  to  the  principal  health  and  holi- 
day resorts  on  the  coasts  of  Hants,  Dorset,  Somerset, 
North  and  South  Devon,  North  Cornwall,  the  Isle 
of  Wight,  etc.  For  the  comfort  of  passengers  hold- 
ing ordinary  tickets  the  principal  express  trains  from 
Waterloo  ,  to  the  West  of  England,  Weymouth, 
Bournemouth,  Southampton,  and  Portsmouth  (for 
the  Isle  of  Wight)  will  be  run  in  duplicate.  Late 
trains  will  also  run  to  these  parts.  Full  particulars 
given  in  programmes,  obtainable  at  the  company's 
London  offices  and  stations,  or  from  Mr.  Henry 
Holmes,  superintendent  of  the  line,  Waterloo 
Station,  S.E. 


BRIGHTON  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

The  Brighton  Railway  Company  are  announcing 
that  a  special  fourteen-day  excursion  through  the 
charming  scenery  of  Normandy  and  the  valley  of 
tho  Seine,  vid  the  Newhaven-Dieppe  Royal  Mail 
Route,  will  be  run  from  London  by  the  special 
express  day  service  on  Thursday  morning,  March  31, 
and  by  the  express  night  service  on  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday  evenings,  March  30 
to  April  2,  to  Dieppe,  Rouen,  and  Paris.  Special 
cheap  return  tickets  to  Dieppe  will  be  issued  on 
Thurs  lay,  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday, 
Mafch  31  tr>  April  4,  available  for  return  on  any  day 
.  up  to  and  including  the  following  Tuesday. 


ilofcs  from  t^c  ^ox^^). 

The  Spey  is  now  in  fine  angling  trim,  and  a  good 
few  salmon  are  being  got  on  the  Aborlour  and 
Elchios  wdters.  The  sport  is  all  to  the  keepers'  rods, 
as  the  lo.s8ee8  are  not  yet  down. 

The  Huntly  ticket  waters  opened  on  April  1,  and 
from  all  accounts  sport  should  be  fairly  good  both 
in  salmon  and  trout. 

Mr.  Thomas  Scott,  LL.D.,  F.L.S.,  of  the  Nigg 
Fish  Hatchery,  Aberdeen,  gave  a  lecture  last  week 
on  "  Some  Notes  on  Common  Marine  Organisms." 
Dr.  Scott  is  undoubtedly  the  greatest  living  autho- 
rity on  this  department  of  marine  biology. 


A  whale,  17ft.  long,  got  into  shallow  water  at 
Cairnbulg  on  the  Moray  Firth  one  day  last  week,  and 
afforded  some  rare  sport  to  the  local  rods  "  in 
trying  to  land  it. 

Captain  Quintin  Dick  is  having  some  grand  sport 
on  the  Woodend  Dee  water.  On  .March  21  he  had 
ten  ;  March  22,  six  ;  and  March  23,  six — all  to  his 
own  rod. 

■  On  the  raid-reaches  of  the  Dee  a  record  spring 
has  undoubtedly  been  had  as  yet,  and  with  open 
weather  the  Glentana  and  upper  waters  must 
improve.    There  is  no  lack  of  fish  in  the  lower  pools. 

On  the  Ythan  Mr.  Fotheringham  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Stewart  had  some  good  baskets  of  finnock  on 
March  25  ;  and  Mr.  Jeffrey  and  friend,  Aberdeen, 
had  capital  sport  on  March  26. 


Sir  Richard  and  Lady  Nicholson,  of  Eden,  are  at 
King  Edward  for  the  spring  fishing  on  the  Deveron. 

Several  fine  salmon  have  been  got  on  the  Breda 
and  Alford  sections  of  the  Don,  but  for  one  clean 
fish  creeled  twenty  kelts  have  to  be  returned.  A 
flood  will  clear  them  out. 

Some  fifty-three  fish  were  landed  on  the  Kincar- 
dine O'Neil  section  of  the  Dee  last  week — two  over 
the  previous  best  week.  Special  Scotch. 


THAMES  TROUT  RESTOCKING 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  first  annual  dinner  in  connection  with  the 
No.  2  or  Chertsey  District  of  the  River  Thames 
Trout  Restocking  Association  was  held  at  the  Crown 
Hotel  on  Thursday  evening,  March  17.  Previous  to 
the  dinner,  admirably  served  by  Mr.\  Cox,  severa  1 
members  of  the  local  committee,  forming  a  sub- 
committee elected  for  the  purpose,  placed  200  fine 
young  trout,  all  over  12in.  in  length,  in  the  river. 
The  chair  was  occupied  very  genially  by  Mr.  F. 
Holme-Sumner,  C.C.,  and  those  present  included 
Messrs.  J.  J.  Watts,  Crumplen,  H.  Warren,  R.  H. 
Church,  Comyn,  Gordon,  Briggs,  Edmonds,  Kelly, 
Head,  H.  Wheeley,  Holroyd,  Morris,  Austin,  W.  Dix, 
CoUins,  J.  Garratt,  T.  E.  H.  Chaldecott,  C.  Lovett, 
C.  H.  Lovett,  Harris,  etc.  Mr.  Crumplen  proposed 
"  The  River  Thames  Trout  Restocking  Association, 
No.  2,  Chertsey  Association,"  and  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  efforts  of  the  association  would  result 
in  the  Thames  once  again  providing  good  trout 
fishing.  The  chairman,  in  response,  said  they  began 
their  committee  meeting  in  a  small  manner,  and 
they  were  holding  their  first  banquet  in  a  proper 
manner,  with  trout  on  the  table,  and  such  autho- 
rities as  Mr.  Crumplen  and  Mr.  Wlieeley  with  them. 
(Applause.)  They  meant  therefore  to  make  the 
association  a  success.  Mr.  E.  J.  Chambers  sub- 
mitted "  ICindred  Associations,"  and  said  the  fish 
placed  in  the  river  that  day  were  healthj\  They 
had  gone  on  their  own  hook  that  day  in  the  river, 
but  later  on  he  hoped  thej'  would  be  on  theirs. 
(Laughter  and  applause.)  The  toast  was  heartily 
honoured,  and  Mr.  Wheeley,  who  responded,  said 
the  Thames  trout  was  a  splendid  fish,  and  if  they 
had  the  patience  to  fish  for  him  their  efforts  would 
be  rewarded.  His  own  experience  of  trout  fisliing 
extended  over  many  years,  and  he  remembered  that 
the  first  one  he  caught  lie  hooked  in  quite  a  few 
minutes.  (Applause.)  He  wished  to  encourage 
those  who  had  not  yet  tried  for  the  very  best  de- 
scription of  fish  that  tlie  Thames  held  in  regard  to 
sport.  If  societies  such  as  theirs  got  sufficient  sub- 
scriptions they  would  be  able  to  raise  the  lower 
Thames  to  a  very  high  standard  in  regard  to  trout 
fishing.  Mr.  Briggs  also  replied.  Mr.  Warren, 
chairman  of  the  Walton  and  Sunbury  District,  also 
spoke,  and  mentioned  that  200  trout  were  going  to 
be  put  into  the  river  at  Weybridge.  •  One  or  two 
other  toasts  followed.  Capital  songs  were  given 
by  the  chairman  and  Messrs.  H.  Grinstead,  Lons- 
dale, etc. — Surrey  Advertiser, 
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Xettere  to  tbe  Ebttor. 

[  We  (io  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 


TROUT  FISHING  ON  THE  DOVE  AND 
BLYTHE. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  very  kindly 
give  me  information  as  to  the  trout  fishing  obtain- 
able by  daily,  weekly,  or  monthly  ticket  on  the 
Dove  and  Blythe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Uttoxeter, 
or  the  name  and  address  of  a  brother  piscator  to 
whom  application  should  be  made  on  the  subject  ? 
— Yours  truly,  Dry  Fly. 

PLYMOUTH— REDUCED  RAILWAY  FARES 
FOR  FISHERMEN. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  announce 
that  from  March  1  to  Nov.  1  the  Groat  Western 
Railway  Co.  liave  kindly  agreed  to  issue  to  members 
of  the  Dart  Fishery  Association  and  Tavy,  Walkham, 
and  Plym  Fishing  Association  tickets  by  any  train 
at  a  fare  ani  a  quarter  for  the  return  journey.  The 
tickets  are  obtainable  at  Millbay,  North  Road,  and 
Mutley,  to  Bickleigh,  Yelverton,  Princetown,  Horra- 
bridge,  Tavistock,  Marytavy,  and  Lydford.  It  was 
laid  down  in  the  instructions  that  fishermen  were  to 
produce  their  licence,  rod,  and  tackle  when  apply- 
ing for  a  ticket ;  but  as  I  pointed  out  to  the  station- 
masters  that  several  fishermen  kept  their  rods  and 
tackle  at  the  keeper's  or  at  a  friend's  near  the  river, 
they  have  very  kindly  instructed  their  booking 
clerks  to  issue  these  cheap  tickets  upon  the  produc- 
tion of  their  licence.  It  would  be  advisable  when 
asking  for  a  ticket  to  mention  "  angler's  ticket." 
For  those  who  fish  the  lower  waters  of  the  Dart 
there  are  anglers'  cheap  tickets  issued  to  Totnes, 
Staverton,  and  Buckfastleigh.  The  rivers  are  all 
running  down  to  their  usual  level,  and  are  still  very 
bright. — Yours  truly,  William  Heakder. 

FISHING  IN  DOVEY,  AND  DO  SALMON  FEED 
IN  FRESH  WATER  ? 

Dear  Sir, — The  river  Dovey  is  now  quite  private, 
and  the  public  have  no  opportunity  of  gaining  access 
as  was  formerly  the  case  when  staying  at  that  excel- 
lent centre  Machynlleth.  The  river  Conway,  at 
Bettws-y-Coed,  would  suit  your  correspondent,  as 
spinning  is  allowed  on  certain  days  in  the  week. 
Although  the  river  ope  as  in  May  there  is  no  certain 
sport  until  October.  The  river  Dee  (Llangollen)  is 
good  for  salmon  after  August. 

A  recent  correspondent  mentions  that  the  Dovey 
kelts  were  often  found  with  numerous  s  molts  within 
them.  I  should  be  inclined  to  think  these  kelts  were 
large  sea-trout  and  bull-trout  kelts,  which  always 
feed  more  readily  than  true  salmon  kelts.  I  was 
particularly  struck  one  autumn  how  the  sea-trout, 
fresh  run  fish,  had  minnows  or  s  molts  within  them 
when  taken  in  a  flood  in  the  Dovey  river.  This 
river  abounds  in  small  fry  of  salmon,  of  trout,  and 
of  minnows.  In  the  Aberdeenshire  rivers  kelt 
salmon  are  known  to  take  very  freely  artificial  trout 
flies. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  very  fact  of  its 
being  trout-fishing  poihts  to  the  season  getting  on, 
and  it  is  known  that  the  digastive  organs  of  the  kelt 
are  daily  increasing  in  power  before  they  go  back  to 
the  sea.  But  for  all  that  the  difficulty  is  to  find  any 
food  or  the  remains  of  food  in  e'.ther  salmon  fresh  run 
in  the  rivers,  or  as  kelts  whilst  still  in  the  fresh-water 
pools.  For  one  fish  that  will  rise  there  are  scores 
that  will  not  do  so,  whether  they  be  fresh  run  fish  or 
kalts.  But  kelts,  of  necessity,  rise  more  freely  to 
any  proffered  bait  as  they  are  nearing  their  approach 
to  th3ir  only  true  feeding  grounds  in  the  sea  itself. 

I  have  at  various  times  examined  the  interior  of 
a  number  of  the  Avon  fresh-run  fish,  but  never 
found  any  food  remains.  A  4in.  roach  is  a  well- 
known  spinning-bait  for  salmon  on  the  river  Avon, 
and  it  is  possible  that  the  roach  mentioned  in  the 
Field,  as  found  in  an  Avon  fish,  had  been  adminis- 
tered that  way,  but  the  fish  had  escaped  to  be 
retaken  on  a  fly. — Yours  truly, 

J.  Kingston  Barton. 

FISHING  ON  THE  DOVEY. 

Dear  Sir. — In  answer  to  Mr.  A.  C.  Clarke's 
queries  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  26,  I  may 
state  that  the  fi>ihing  in  the.  Dovey  at  and  around 
Machynlleth  is  exceptionally  good.  Three  rods  to 
my  own  knowledge  killed  over  IGOOlb.  of  salmjn 
and  sea- trout  lietween  them  last  season. 

If  Mr.  Clarke  knows  the  Marchioness  (D, )  of 
Londonderry  or  her  agent,  he  might  occasionally 
get  a'day's  permission  on  her  part  of  the  river.  The 
whole  of  the  rest  of  the  Dovey  is  strictly  preserved 
from  its  source  to  the  sea,  and  permission  to  fish 
unable  to  be  obtained. — Yours  truly,  Resident. 


A  SUGGESTION  FOR  THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE 
CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  followed  with  much  interest 
and  anticipation  all  that  has  been  said  in  your 
valuable  Fishing  Gazette  re  the  coming  casting 
tournament.  Perusal  of  letter  from  "  S.  T.  1860-X" 
emboldens  me  now  to  write  asking  if  it  has  been 
determined  to  have  a  really  practical  competition. 
You  will  forgive,  I  trust,  such  a  query,  but  my  expe- 
rience is  that  monstrosities  of  rods,  quite  imprac- 
ticable for  a  whole  day's  hard  fishing,  are  trotted  out 
for  the  occasion.  Certain  of  the  conditions  set  forth 
in  the  letter  above  referred  to,  and  appearing  in  the 
issue  of  March  26,  puts  a  premium  again  on  the  said 
trees — namely,  "stiffness  and  "  lifting  dead-weight 
from  the  ground." 

Would  it  not  be  possible  to  have  conditions  as  are 
to  be  found  in  actual  fishing.  Length  of  cast  (1) 
free  from  shooting  of  lino  ;  (2)  including  shooting  of 
line.  Lifting  power,  to  be  judged  from  the  amount 
of  drowned  line  the  rod  can  freely  lift.  Weight  of 
rod  for  length,  or  length  of  cast  achieved. 

I  had  a  rod  made  some  years  ago  by  a  compara- 
tively unknown  maker,  and  so  confident  am  I  of  its 
powers  that  should  the  conditions  be  practical  I 
would  be  tempted  down  myself  to  try  against  the 
various  known  champions. — Yours  truly,     A.  N. 


VERY  FINE  ROACH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sending  you  a  photo  of  speci- 
men fish  I  have  caught  in  the  river  Froome,  near 
Trowbridge.  It  is  a  small  river,  but  roach  grow  to 
a  good  size,  and  I  think  it  will  take  some  beatingi 


for  roach  fishing.  The  four  roach  are  21b.  2oz., 
21b.  4oz.,  21b.  lUoz.,  and  21b.  11  oz.  I  may  say  that 
I  fish  with  running  tackle  and  very  fine,  as  the 
roach  want  a  lot  of  catching.  I  hope  to  send  you 
a  photo  of  a  31b.  roach,  as  I  have  seen  some  very 
heavy  fish  on  the  shallows  in  the  summer  time.  I 
may  siy  that  the  two  largest  fish  are  16iin.  long 
and  5lm.  deep. — Yours  truly,  Avon. 

[The  roach  are  certainly  grand  specimens.  I 
give  a  photo  of  two  of  the  largest.  I  should  say 
"  Avon  "  had  a  good  chance  of  getting  a  3-pounder, 
only  let  it  not  be  taken  near  spawning  time  in  the 
summer. — Ed.] 

EXHIBITS   OF   STUFFED   FISH  AT  THE 
CRYSTAL  PALACE  SPORTS  EXHIBITION. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  will 
be  so  good  as  to  give  publicity  to  the  following  in 
your  valuable  columns  : — 

Owing  to  the  numerous  inquiries  received  from 
private  individuals  who  have  collections  of  stuffed 
fish  in  respect  to  the  forthcoming  Sports  Exhibition 
(Piscatorial  Section),  Crystal  Palace,  I  should  like  it 
to  bo  made  known  that  they  are  also  invited  to 
exhibit  those  specimens  similar  to  the  angling  clubs. 
If  anyone  desirous  of  exhibiting  will  apply  for  par- 
ticulars, the  same  shall  be  forwarded  them. — Yours 
truly,  J.  H.  Cozens, 

Secretary  and  Acting  Manager, 
Crystal  Palace  Company. 


BAIT  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  send  a  few  lines  to 
oppose  certain  statements  and  views  of  "  Bol- 
tonian "  in  your  last  issue.  He  seems  to  have 
taken  a  large  number  of  years  to  partly  learn  one 
branch  of  the  angler's  art  when  he  confesses  to 
have  spent  fifty  years  in  the  occupation  of  fly 
fishing  (has  it  been  dry  fly,  wet  fly,  dapping,  'or 
harling  ?)  He  has  evidently  not  reached  the  rudi- 
ments of  one  of  the  great  canons  of  sport — namely, 
"the  gentle  art  of  toleration";  to  stigmatise  any 
branch  of  angling  as  being  merely  for  the  "pot" 
proves  that  he  is  sorely  in  want  of  education  in  this 
most  desirable  art.  If  "  Boltonian  "  reads  his  Fishing 
Gazette  he  will  see  that  vast  numbers  of  anglers  do 
not  agree  with  him.  aj  incideats,  articles,  fishing 
reports,  and  advertisements  will  show,  and  his 
denunciation  of  all  branches  of  the  sport  except 
his  own  indicates  that  he  has  never  entered 
into  the  feelings  of  an  angler  who  may  be  con- 
strained to  adopt  somj  mode  of  fi.-hing 
which  may  not  be  so  acceptable  to  him  as 
another,  but  whose  angling  feeling  is  strong  enough 
to  induce  him  to  take  angling  of  any  sorb  before  no 
angling  at  all.  The  harler  on  the  Tay  or  Loch  Nes3 
would  not  be  allowed  to  trail  on  the  Thames.  The 
fern-web  fisher  of  the  Camel  would  be  debarred  on 
the  Itchen.  The  all-night  angler  on  the  Border 
streams  would  be  discountenanced  in  the  Midlands. 
The  wet  fly,  down  or  up  stream,  would  bo  vetoed 
on  the  chalk  streams.  The  gudgeon,  minnow,  or 
prawn,  now  largely  used  on  most  salmon  rivers, 
would  have  been  tabooed  by  our  fathers.  Is 
"Bjltonian"  prepared  to  set  up  as  an  apostle  of 
the  fly  to  the  followers  of  even  these  few  modes  of 
fishing  ?  Let  me  beg  him  to  try  and  learn  the 
simple  catechisim  for  beginners  in  the  gentle  art  of 
toleration.  "  Boltonian's  "  action  in  dragging  the 
private  affairs  of  his  club  into  print  is  an  infraction 
of  the  unwritten  club  law  to  treat  club  affairs  as 
family  squabbles  to  be  settled  at  hjme,  and  a 
member  who  cannot  conform  to  this  elementtiry 
rule  of  club  life  should  assume  a  position  of  "  less 
responsibility  and  greater  freedom  "  outside  a  club. 
— Yours  truly.  Grey  Wing. 


SCOTTIE'S  CHALLENGE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  note  the  suggestions  mide  by 
"S.  T.  1860-X."  in  your  iisne  of  March  26.  I 
should  be  glad  to  fall  in  with  thia  or  any  other  sug-  • 
gestion  of  a  similar  nature  that  might  be  of  interest  / 
to  anglers,  if,  as  an  amateur,  I  might  do  so.    Pro-  j 
vided  this  cannot  be  satisfactorily  carried  out,  I 
shall  be  glad  to  produce  a  couple  of  rods  with  my  ; 
method  of    strengthening  applied  to   them,   and  ' 
forward  them  for  the  casting  tournament,  if  it  ' 
would  add   interest  to  the    exhibition.    Experts  ' 
might  also  Lke  to  try  th3ir  casting  power. 

I  hope  to  fend  you  in  a  few  days  a  note  of  my  ^ 
method  of  strengthening  rods,  also  an  ordinary  i 
shop  rod  to  which  I  have  applisd  the  method.  This 
rod  has  been  somewhat  hurriedly  finished,  but  it 
will  give  you  an  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  inven- 
tion.— Yours  truly,  Scottie. 


CREEPERS. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  tell  me  where  I  can  buy 
creepers  in  numbers  sufficient  to  stock  a  stream. — 
Yours  truly,  Richard  Humphreys. 

Grassendale,  Liverpool. 

P.S. — I  think  our  stream  is  improving. 

[I  think  that  the  Solway  Fisheries,  Dumfries, 
supply  creepars  for  stocking  streams,  and  probably 
other  fish  breeders  also. — Ed. J 


GREY  MULLET  AND  BASS  FISHING 
AT  LITTLEHAMPTON. 

Dear  Sir, — T  am  going  on  a  visit  to  a  relative 
who  has  a  house  in  Littlehampton,  either  at  the 
end  of  June  or  the  middle  of  July.  Knowing  that 
I  am  fond  of  fishing  he  has  just  written  to  me  thus: 
"  We  are  famous  for  our  grey  mullet  in  tha  Arun, 
and  I  hope  you  will  catch  some  presently." 

Now  I  know  absolutely  nothing  about  mullet 
Ashing,  save  that  they  are  hard  to  catch.  I  have 
heard  that  they  will  take  a  ragworm,  also  that  at 
times  a  hook  baited  with  green  weed  is  the  best 
bait.    What  green  wead  ? 

If  this  should  meet  the  eye  of  any  brother  angler 
"in  the  know,"  I  shall  be  grateful  for  particular 
information  as  to  tackle,  best  mode  of  fishing,  and 
best  part  of  river,  state  of  tide,  etc.,  in  the  River 
Arun. 

Are  ba-s  in  tha  river  at  that  time  ?  If  so,  what 
about  the  bass  fishing  ?  Any  information  will  be 
gratefully  accepted  by  me. — Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  Tod. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.] 
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NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  tee  page  241.] 

J  FiSHnfo  Gazette  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces, 
tommunications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  SUbstos,  Editor  of  the  FlsmNO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
Tespondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 

BY  THE  EDITORi 

The  Salmon  Disease  in  the  Lyon. 
It  was  with  some  surprise  that  I  read  in  Jlr.  Geen's 
most  interesting  article  on  salmon  fishing  on  the 
Lyon  (in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  26)  of  the  pre- 
valence of  salmon  disease  in  that  important  tribu- 
tary of  the  Tay.  He  says  that  "  during  the  month 
of  last  December  the  whole  of  the  spawning  fish  in 
the  Lyon  were  absolutely  white.  They  were  white 
with  disease  from  snout  to  tail,  and  it  was  through 
this  mass  of  corruption  that  the  early  spring  fish  had 
to  travel,"  with  the  result  that  many  of  them 
became  infected. 

Mr.  Geen's  Suggested  Remedy. 
For  many  years  now  the  salmon  disease  has 
existed  in  some  of  our  rivers,  and  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  splendid  fish  have  been  destroyed  by  it. 
Will  a  remedy  ever  be  found  ?    Professor  Huxley, 
who  studied  the  disease  with  the  thoroughness  of  the 
man  of  science,  and  Frank  Buckland,  who  was 
deeply  interested  in  it  as  a  practical  ichthyologist, 
and  everyone  else  who  has  given  the  matter  atten- 
tion, all  are  of  opinion  that  to  find  a  remedy  for 
saprolegnia  ferax  is  the  most  difficult  of  all  salmon 
problems.    Mr.  Geen's  suggestion  is  "  the  whole- 
sale slaughter  during  next  autumn  of  every  con- 
taminated fish    .    .    .    stamp  it  out  as  you  would 
the  cattle  murrain."    This  suggestion  has  been 
made  before,  and  at  first  sight  there  seems  to  be 
much  in  its  favour,  but  there  are  insuperable  objec- 
tions when  the  suggestion  is  considered  more  closely. 
The  chief  objections  are  that  if  you  killed  every 
•aimon  you  would  not  kill  the  disease,  for  the  simple 
reason  that  the  disease  is  not  brought  into  the  rivers 
9v  the  fish  ;  it  is  an  external  disease  which  infects 
the  whole  body  of  water,  and  countless  jfaillions  of 
»t»  spores  would  remain  in  the  river  ready  to  attack 
the  next  run  of  healthy  fish.    Any  fish  which  gets 
an  abrasion  of  the  skin  or  a  few  scales  knocked  off 
▼111  become  infected.    In. the  Tweed  I  have  seen 
daeased  salmon  in  the  same  pools  with  diseased 
grayhng.    Then  there  is  the  difficulty  of  catching 
ail  infected  fLsh,  especially  at  a  time  of  year  when 
Hoods  prevail.    Then  the  disease  is  not  hereditary  ; 
i|  (ioes  not  affect  the  spawn  which  is  deposited  by 
Uiseaeed  fish,  unless  it  is  injured.    Consequently,  to 
kill  all  the  breeding  fiah  which  show  disease  would 
mean  the  destruction  of  many  thousands  of  healthy 


salmon,  practically  the  whole  future  crop  which 
would  have  resulted  from  that  year's  spawning.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  only  way  to  eradicate  the 
salmon  disease  is  to  find  something  which  kills  its 
bacteria,  and  apply  that  something  wholesale  by 
saturating  the  water  with  it — if  I  may  so  put  it.  I 
suggested  last  year  to  the  discoverer  of  the  bacteria 
of  salmon  disease  that  it  might  be  woi^th  while  to 
experiment  with  permanganate  of  potash,  which, 
as  everyone  knows,  has  a  wonderful  way  of  per- 
vading water.  Of  course,  as  I  expected,  he  pointed 
out  that  even  if  found  effective  in  killing  the  bac- 
teria, how  could  you  physic  a  river  like  the  Tay  oi 
the  Tweed  ?  Certainly  permanganate  would  go  up 
in  price  if  it  was  used  in  adequate  quantities.  The 
salmon  disease  is  a  difficult  question.  I  should  like 
to  know  what  are  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch's  views  respect- 
ing it  and  any  possible  remedy. 


A  French  Angler's  Tip  for  Dry-Fly  Anglers, 
A  French  angler,  writing  under  the  initials  "  G.  L." 
in  La  Peche  Moderne,  gives  what  he  calls  "  some 
hints  d  propos  of  dry-fly  fishing,"  which  he  thinks 
have  not  previously  been  published.  I  must  say 
that  I  think  there  is  much  sense  in  his  suggestions, 


and  that  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  them  made 
before.  To  make  his  method  of  casting  a  dry  fly 
clear  he  gives  the  two  sketches  which  I  have  repro- 
duced from  the  pages  of  our  excellent  French  con- 
temporary. 

No.  1  is  a  rough  sketch  of  a  dry-fly  angler  casting 
a  fly  upstream  so  that  it  will  fall  a  foot  or  so  in  front 
of  the  trout,  and  be  brought  directly  over  it  as  it 
floats  down  with  the  stream.  "  G.  L."  says  that  in 
the  case  of  a  trout  rising  close  to  the  bank  one  is 
fishing  from  this  is  the  orthodox  method,  and  if  the 
trout  does  not  take  the  fly,  the  angler  consoles  him- 


self with  the  feeling  that  he  has  done  the  correct 
thing,  and  the  fault  lies  with  the  fish. 

"  G.  L."  says  that  he  finds  the  following  objec- 
tions to  the  orthodox  method :— "(1)  Thatin  casting 
straight  up  to  and  over  a  fish  in  this  way  he  sees  the 
gut  first,  and  then  the  fly.  (2)  If  the  gut  has  not 
scared  it,  or  at  any  rate  put  it  '  on  guard,'  it 
attempts  to  take  the  fly,  and  often  only  knocks  the 
gut^or  the  fly  with  its  nose  ;  the  angler  strikes,  and 
the  fish  '  scoots  '  unhooked.  (.3)  It  does  happen 
sometimes  that  when  the  fly  is  cast  bang  over  a  fish 
in  this  way  '  que  la  truite  se  sauve  sans  vouloir 
s'occuper  de  suite  de  I'aventure.'  Yes,  I  think 
some  of  us  have  experienced  this.  "  It  may  also 
happen  of  course  that  '  par  un  concours  de  circon- 
Stances  heureuses '  the  trout  is  caught,  for  luck  is  a 
great  master." 

"My  system,"  says  "  G.  L.,"  "is  quite  different.'*. 
Here  it  is  :  "  The  fly  should  be  placed  on  the  water 
as  indicated  in  sketch  No.  2— that  is,  a  little  below 
and  to  one  side  of  the  fish,  which  is  lying  head  up- 
stream. The  trout  (which  can  see  very  well  behind 
it)  hears  the  fly  fall,  or  perceives  a  movement  of  the 
water,  turns  in  the  direction  of  the  curved  line,  sees, 
and  rises  confidently  at  the  fly,  and  very  rarely 
misses  it ;  the  gut  is  behind  the  fly  and  hidden  by 
it ;  the  hook  is  in  a  good  position,  and  when  the 
angler  strikes  it  is  nearly  sure  to  take  hold.  I 
repeat  the  angler's  endeavour  in  trying  for  a  fish 
under  the  bank  above  him  should  be  to  drop  his  fly 
as  described  above  and  shown  in  the  sketch.'l 

"If  the  trout  is  in  mid-stream  or  near  the  opposite 
side,  my  advice  is  that  the  angler  should  drop  his 
fly  always  a  little  behind  rather  than  in  front  of  the 
fish,  and  between  him  and  the  fish.  The  trout  then 
fears  the  fly  will  escape,  comes  quickly  at  it,  and  has 
no  time  to  reflect  or  examine  details,  as  it  can  do  if 
the  gut  and  fly  have  to  float  over  it."  "  G.  L." 
adds  :  "  Mpre  than  half  the  trout  which  are  lost 
are  lost  for  the  reasons  I  have  mentioned.  In  this 
fishing  one  thing  is  of  supreme  importance  :  it  is 
not  to  let  the  fish  see  you.  I  have  often  watched 
trout  which  have  seen  me  ;  they  do  not  always 
move  away,  but  everjrthing  appears  to  become  in- 
different to  them.  I  have  passed  my  fly  by  their 
sides  time  after  time  ;  they  appear  to  take  no 
notice  of  it,  then  after  a  few  seconds  they  quickly 
vanish,  probably  saying  to  themselves  :  '  II 
m'ennuie,  a  la  fin,  celui-la,  avec  sa  vieille  mouche 
artificielle  ! '  " 

"  A  last  word  :  Don't  strike  too  soon  or  too  hard, 
for  often  at  the  moment  one  sees  the  rise  the  fish  has 
not  actually  got  the  fly  in  its  mouth,  and  to  strike 
too  quickly  simply  means  pulling  the  flj^  away  and 
scaring  the  fish  before  it  has  got  the  fl,y  in  its  mouth. 
To  strike  too  hard  probably  leaves  the  fly  in  the 
fish.  One  cannot  strike  too  gently  ;  it  is  one  of  the 
most  difficult  things  to  do  properly,  and  requires 
most  tact.  Here  then  are  my  hints.  Perhaps  you 
knew  them  all  before  ;  if  not  follow  my  advice  at 
least  for  one  day,  and  I  feel  sure  the  result  will  con- 
vince you  I  am  right,  and  if  you  are  not  an  ingrate 
you  will  vow  me  almost  eternal  thanks."- 

I  think  that  "  G.  L.'s  "  hints  are  very  sensible  and 
practical  and  evidently  the  result  of  experience,  and 
I  cannot  remember  to  have  seen  the  advice  as  to 
dropping  the  dry-fly  a  little  behind  and  to  one  side 
(nearly  opposite  the  middle  of  the  fish)  given  before. 
Of  course  in  dapping  with  a  natural  or  artificial  fly 
it  is  an  old  dodge  to  let  the  fly  drop  over  the  tail  of 
the  fish  as  it  slowly  swims  past,  when  he  will  often 
turn  and  take  it  without  thinking,  when  if  dropped 
in  front  he  will  often  stop,  look  at  it,  dart  aside, 
come  and  look  at  it  again,  and  then  turn  tail  as  if 
he  had  forgotten  something  at  the  bottom  of  the 
next  deep  hole.    One  drawback  to  "  G.  L.'s  "  plan, 
which  wiU  occur  to  south-country  dry-fly  anglers,  is 
that  our  big,  lazy,  well-fed  trout  will  not  often 
"  fash  theirsels  '-  to  turn  rovmd  and  take  a  fly — not 
even  a  natural  fly — unless  it  comes  straight  over 
their  noses.    Younger  and  livelier  trout  will  oft«n 
do  it,  but  a  portly  "  banker  "  on  the  Test  or  Itchen 
as  a  rule  scorns  to  go  out  of  his  way  to  get  customers  ; 
they  must  come  to  him  before  he  -will  open  an 
account.    I  can  see  in  my  mind's  eye  many  a  spot 
on  the  Itchen  where  the  May  Flies  or  Duns  come 
down  almost  in  single  file  a  few  inches  from  the 
clay  bank,  and  unless  you  can  place  your  fly  so  that 
it  will  come  over  the  fish  exactly  as  they  do,  you 
will  not  see  it  disappear  in  a  dimple  and  then  hear 
a  splurge  as  the  big  fish  dives  and  tears  the  line  off 
the  reel.    To  get  such  a  6sh  in  such  a  place  is  the 
best  thing  I  luiow  in  dry-fly  fishing,  and  to  watch 
the  "  Amateur  Angler  "  do  it,  as  I  have  often  done, 
is  best  of  all. 
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Trout  Rods  to  Let. 

Anyone  who  wants  a  rod  on  a  good  trout  water 
(I  understand  there  is  about  six  miles  of  it,  and  first- 
class  May  Fly  fishing)  should  write  to  "  March 
Brown,"  care  of  Mr,  James  Ogden,  28,  Winchcomb- 
street,  Cheltenham,  who  will  give  particulars  as  to 
price,  locaUty,  etc.; 

The  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  International  Sports 
Exhibition. 

The  Crystal  Palace  authorities  have  selected 
Friday  and  Saturday,  July  29  and  30,  as  the  dates 
of  the  fly  and  bait  casting  competitions,  and  .these 
will  probably  be  the  dates.-  As  soon  as  the  com- 
mittee have  passed  the  rules,  etc.,  further  particu- 
lars will  be  published.: 

Culture  of  Fresh-water  Shrimp; 

Answering  a  correspondent  of  the  Allgemeine 
Fischerei  Zeitung,  the  editor.  Professor  Hofer,  gives 
the  following  instructions  for  breeding  fresh-water 
shrimp  as  food  for  salmonidse  : — 

"To  breed  fresh-water  shrimp  in  large  quantities 
is  a  simple  matter.  For  the  purpose  all  that  is 
necessary  is  to  have  the  use  of  a  little  rill,  on  which, 
at  a  little  distance  apart,  small  shallow  ponds  are 
dug  out.  Very  little  water  is  wanted,  as  long  as 
there  is  a  continual  flow.  If  there  is  no  natural 
stream  suitable,  a  run  of  water  may  be  got  from  a 
river  and  conducted  through  a  series  of  ponds  or 
tanks,  about  4yds.  square  and  from  Sin.  to  12in. 
deep.  The  watercourse  and  ponds  should  be 
planted  thickly  with  watercress,  and  a  few  handfuls 
of  full-sized  shrimps  put  in.  To  feed  them  any 
meat  refuse  can  be  used — slaughter-house  refuse,  fish 
heads,  etc.  The  shrimps  will  soon  increase,  even  in 
cold  weather.  To  feed  young  fry  the  shrimps  are 
collected  oil  the  weeds  and  bottom  of  the  ponds,  and 
then  sorted  by  passing  them  through  sieves  of 
different  sizes,  in  which  way  the  very  smallest 
shrimps  can  be  fed  direct  to  the  fry.  Some  fish- 
breeding  establishments,  such,  for  instance,  as  that 
of  the  Bosnaquellen,  in  Ilidze,  feed  enormous 
numbers  of  trout  fry  exclusively  on  shrimp  for  some 
time  in  their  early  life.  Shrimp-culture  has  this 
advantage,  namely,  that  it  can  be  carried  on  almost 
independently  of  the  temperature,  as,  if  well  fed, 
they  breed  very  freely. '- 

In  this  country  fresh-water  shrimps  have  been 
used  for  over  thirty  years  for  feeding  trout  at  the 
Surrey  Trout  Farm,  Haslemere,  and  at  other  fish- 
breeding  establishments,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  the 
shrimp  fry  are  sorted  out  as  described  above.  I  am 
sure  there  is  no  better  food  for  trout  than  fresh-water 
shrimp. 


A  Curious  Cure  for  Midges; 

In  the  Field  of  April  30  "  The  Hampshire  Fly 
Fisher  "  (who  was  he  ?— perhaps  "  Red  Spinner  " 
can  tell)  says  that  he  powders  his  face  and  hands 
with  a  little  potato  flour  (starch  will  pretty  nearly 
answer  the  same  purpose).  It  is  very  simple,  but 
very  efficacious.  Rather  unpleasant  if  it  rained  I 
should  imagine  ! 

May  Fly  Fishing  in  the  Dorsetshire  Frome  in 
June,  1843. 

"  A  Hampshire  Man,"  writing  to  the  Field  of 
March  19,  1853,  says,  in  answer  to  a  correspondent 
who  had  described  the  artificial  May  Fly  as  no 
good  :  — 

"  I  have  very  frequently  found  the  artificial  May 
Fly  a  most  killing  lure.  For  example,  on  reference  to 
my  journal  of  the  year  1843,  I  find  an  entry,  June 
10 :  '  Most  glorious  sport  !  I  landed  seven  fish, 
weighing  together  201b.,  the  largest  4flb.,  without 
losing  one,  and  with  the  same  casting  line  and  flies. 
This  was  on  the  Dorsetshire  Frome.  I  enclose  the 
fly  which  did  all  that  day's  work,  tied  by  old 
Chevalier,  of  Bell-yard,  Temj)le  Bar.  I  find  the 
artificial  May  Fly  killing  on  the  Westmeath  lakes, 
and  much  prefer  it  to  that— to  my  taste—'  deadly 
lively  1  system  of  '  dapping  '.  with  the  natural  fly.". 

I  wonder  who  "  A  Hampshire  Man  "  was.  He 
says  he  has  lished  on  the  Continent  as  well  as  all 
over  the  United  Kingdom. 

R;  B,  Marston. 
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SOME  SEA-TEOUT  FISHING  IN 
NOKWAY.* 

One  of  the  greatest  of  Norway's  charms  is  that 
there  is  much  of  that  beautiful  country  which  so  far 
has  escaped  what  we  are  pleased  to  call  civilisation. 
Although  some  of  the  more  famous  sights  are  over- 
run with  t'ourists  and  "  Midnight-Sunners,"  who 
carry  noise  and  vulgarity  wherever  they  go,  there 
are  many  lovely  spots  more  or  less  secluded,  and 
where  huge  hotels  with  German  waiters  are  not  to 
be  found.  If  you  will  take  the  local  steamer  from 
Bergen  up  the  northern  fjords,  and  disembark  at  the 
entrance  of  one  of  the  side  fjords,  which  branch  off 
from  the  main  channel,  you  are  certain  to  find  peace 
and  quietness  in  the  midst  of  lovely  scenery,  and,  if 
you  are  lucky,  a  glorious  rushing  little  river  full  of 
salmon  and  sea-trout  waiting  to  be  caught. 

By  chance  last  year  I  heard  of  such  a  spot,  and 
when  the  steamer  had  deposited  us  on  the  pier  with 
our  belongings,  and  we  saw  her  steaming  away  to 
Bergen,  we  felt  that  at  last  we  had  shaken  the 
trammels  of  civilisation  off  our  backs.  Our  gillie 
and  good  friend,  Halsten  Muri,  had  joined  us  further 
up  the  main  fjord,  and  I  must  say  one  word  as  to 
his  numerous  good  qualities.  Fully  six  feet  tall, 
and  although  over  sixty  years  of  age,  he  was  as  nimble 
as  a  goat  and  always  ready  and  active,  and  appa- 
rently could  do  everything,  from  reknotting  a  cast 
or  tying  on  a  fly  to  cobbling  one's  shoes.  His  Eng- 
lish was  excellent,  for  every  season  during  the  last 
forty  years  he  had  acted  as  gillie  to  English  fisher- 
men. Though  like  many  of  his  countrymen  he  had 
the  usual  idea  that  the  Englishman's  pocket  is  lined 
with  gold,  at  the  same  time  he  was  most  ready  to 
appreciate  any  little  kindness,  and  the  first  to  pro- 
test if  one  overpaid  him.  Half  the  joy  of  going  to 
Norway  is  the  pleasure  of  meeting  men  simple  and 
honest,  as  God  intended  them  to  be,  and  not  always 
on  the  look-out  for  the  best  way  of  spoiling  the 
Egyptians. 

After  half-an-hour's  negotiation  with  some  worthy 
old  gentlemen,  a  boat  was  procured  and  our  luggage 
was  soon  arranged  between  the  seats,  and  we  set  out 
on  our  two  hours'  row  up  to  the  head  of  the  fjord. 
To  those  who  only  know  Nbrway  from  the  deck  of  a 
steamer  I  can  offer  no  better  advice  than  to  take  a 
rowing  boat  as  a  change.  I  am  not  going  to  expa- 
tiate on  the  magruficence  of  Norway's  fjords,  but  of 
one  thing  you  can  be  sure,  and  that  is  that  their 
stern  and  almost  overwhelming  grandeur  can  never 
be  fully  appreciated  until  you  pass  through  them  in 
a  small  boat,  and  then  one  could  almost  wish  that 
steamers  and  chattering  tourists  had  never  been 
invented. 

The  dear  old  gentlemen  who  rowed  our  boat  kept 
up  a  continuous  murmur  of  conversation  amongst 
themselves,  resting  every  now  and  again  on  their 
oars  when  the  conversation  became  particularly 
interesting  ;  but  we  had  now  left  civilisation  behind 
— time  was  no  longer  of  consequence,  and  we  did 
not  regret  the  slowness  of  our  progress.  In  the  toil 
and  hurry  of  daily  life  I  often  think  of  that  peaceful 
journey,  and  look  forward  to  its  possible  recurrence. 
Now  and  again  something  particularly  amusing 
would  be  told,  and  then  the  grandfather  of  the  lot 
would  burst  into  the  most  delightful  cackle  of 
laughter  one  can  imagine.  Half-way  down  the 
fjord  we  were  startled  by  the  sound  of  a  gunshot, 
the  echo  of  which  was  taken  up  again  and  again  by 
the  mountains  around,  and  a  small  boat  with  a  huge 
German  fiag  astern  darted  out  from  behind  a  rock. 
A  smile  immediately  spread  over  the  faces  of  our 
crew,  and  we  were  informed  that  this  was  the 
mad  German  doctor  who  had  come  over  for  the 
shooting.  Mad  he  possibly  was,  but  a  jollier, 
kinder-natured  fellow,  as  we  found  out  afterwards, 
one  could  not  wish  to  meet,  and  he  had  evidently 
found  his  way  to  the  hearts  of  the  natives.  I  have 
heard  Englishmen  talk  bad  German,  and  I  have 
heard  Germans  talk  bad  French,  but  neither  before 
nor  since  have  I  ever  heard  anything  to  equal  the 
continuous  flow  of  shocking  Norwegian  which  our 
German  friend  could  produce.  How  he  ever 
managed  to  make  himself  understood  I  never  could 
make  out,  but  not  once  did  I  ever  hear  him  hesitate 
for  a  word.  If  he  did  not  know  the  right  Norwegian 
word,  and  the  German  expression  did  not  fit,  what 
did  it  matter  if  he  shoved  in  an  English  word 
instead  ? 

The  shot  we  heard  was  at  a  seal  which  he  had 


A  paper  read  by  Mr.  J.  Arthur  Button  before 
the  Manchester  Angling  Association,  March  15, 1904. 


April  9,  1904 


missed ;  he  tried  to  excuse  himself  by  sajring  that 
our  boat  had  frightened  it,  a  statement  which  was 
received  with  general  mirth  by  our  crew.  The 
doctor  had  evidently  become  the  licensed  buffoon  of 
the  neighbourhood,  and  had  only  to  open  his  mouth 
for  general  laughter  to  begin.  We  promised  to  pay 
him  a  visit  as  soon  as  we  had  settled  down,  and 
again  continued  our  progress  along  the  placid 
waters  of  the  fjord.  On  turning  a  comer  a  big 
round  boulder  and  a  smaller  one  close  by  astonished 
us  by  suddenly  plunging  into  the  water,  and  after 
a  minute  or  so  up  came  the  heads  of  two  seals  about 
fifty  yards  from  us,  a  mother  and  her  child,  and  it 
was  delightful  to  see  the  old  lady  carefully  edging  || 
her  little  one  away  from  our  track.  We  felt  glad  we 
had  got  there  before  the  doctor.  After  two  hours' 
row  we  reached  the  end  of  our  journey,  and  rejoiced 
that  no  steamer  would  call  for  a  week,  that  there 
was  no  road  except  for  a  few  miles  up  to  a  cud-de-sac, 
that  there  was  no  hotel,  and  that  consequently  there 
would  be  no  tourists,  and  we  should  have  this 
delightful  spot  to  ourselves  for  a  few  days.  The  only 
sign  of  civilisation  was  the  telephone,  which,  by  the 
way,  is  much  better  organised  in  Norway  than  in 
this  country,  for  there  is  not  a  single  town,  big  or 
little,  and  hardly  a  single  village,  however  small, 
from  which  you  cannot  telephone  to  any  other  part 
of  Norway  from  Christiania  to  the  North  Cape.  Our 
village  could  boast  of  a  church,  a  shop,  the  school, 
two  or  three  small  houses,  and  one  good  farm — our 
destination;  Farmer  Stroemme  was  down  on  the 
shore  ready  to  meet  us  with  a  sturdy  little  pony  and 
a  sled,  on  which  to  carry  our  luggage.  After  re- 
munerating our  old  gentleman,  with  whom  we  had 
struck  up  a  close  friendship,  we  followed  our  primi- 
tive luggage-cart  up  to  the  farm  along  the  merest 
apology  for  a  road.  I  must  confess  that  it  was  with 
a'  certain  amount  of  trepidation  that  I  approached 
the  farm.  Stopping  at  Norwegian  hotels  is  com- 
fortable enough  once  you  have  got  accustomed  to 
the  shortness  of  the  beds  and  to  hearing  the  conver- 
sation of  one's  neighbours  in  the  adjoining  rooms 
through  the  thin  wooden  partitions,  but  I  was  very 
doubtful  as  to  what  accommodation  we  might  find 
at  a  farmhouse.  Never  have  I  been  so  pleasantly 
surprised.  Our  dining-room  was  a  delightfully  large 
airy  room,  with  pitch-pine  walls  and  ceiling  and 
clean  white  curtains  ;  the  sitting-room  was  nearly 
as  large,  opening  on  to  a  verandah  with  a  glorious 
view,  where  one  could  sit  lazily  bathing  oneself  in 
the  afternoon  sunshine  ;  and  the  bedrooms  were 
better  than  anything  we  had  seen  in  Norway.  Mrs. 
Stroemme  was  a  most  delightful,  hard-working 
woman,  and  we  took  to  her  at  once,  when  she  met 
us  on  the  doorstep  supported  by  her  two  daughters 
with  friendly  hands  outstretched  in  greeting — 
"  WiUkommen,  wQlkommen,  wUlkommen  !  " — and 
then  followed  a  torrent  of  Norwegian  most  difficult  to  . 
understand,  except  that  she  was  delighted  to  see  us. 
Halsten  was,  of  course,  an  old  friend,  and  I  think  the 
fact  that  we  came  to  the  farm  under  his  wing  ensured 
us  that  welcome. 

Tea  was  ordered,  and  while  it  was  being  prepared 
rods  were  got  out  and  casts  put  in  water  to  soak, 
and  Halsten  and  I  were  soon  deep  in  the  mysteries 
of  fly-books.  Alas  !  the  river  had  run  low ;  the 
water  was  very  clear,  and  most  of  my  flies  were  far 
too  large,  and  those  that  were  small  enough  were  on 
eyed  hooks.  You  can  hardly  imagine  anything 
more  contemptuous  than  Halsten's  opinion  of  metal 
eyes  ;  nothing  would  satisfy  him  but  a  gut  loop  for 
a  salmon  or  sea-trout  fly;  We  argued  the  old  argu- 
ment again  and  again,  and  finally  I  relieved  his 
mind  by  telling  him  I  would  make  a  fly  the  next  day 
with  a  real  gut  loop.  After  tea,  over  which  we 
hurried,  for  the  evening,  the  best  time  of  the  day, 
was  drawing  on,  we  set  out  for  the  river.  First,  a 
few  hundred  yards  betwixt  fields  of  waving  barley, 
then  across  a  most  rickety-looking  bridge  over  a 
small  river  just  where  it  emerged  from  a  charming 
little  lake,  and  on  which  we  halted  a  few  moments 
to  admire  the  glorious  view,  and  also  to  look  at  a 
few  fine  sea-trout  lying  on  the  shallows  just  above 
where  the  stream  commenced ;  and  then  on  again, 
for  this  was  not  our  fishing  ;  our  path  led  us  over  a 
little  promontory  covered  with  birch  trees,  down  to 
an  arm  of  the  fjord  which  we  crossed  in  a  small  boatj 
On  the  other  side  we  landed  on  a  meadow,  occa- 
sionaUy  covered  by  the  sea,  but  now  the  nursery  for 
numerous  young  ojTSter-catchers,  gulls,  and  sea- 
snipe,  whose  anxious  mothers  flew  around  scolding 
us  for  our  intrusion.  A  few  hundred  yards  further 
brought  us  to  the  Bridge  Pool,  the  pool  of  the  river. 
I  cannot  imagine  a  more  ideal  pool  for  sea-trout; 
About  100  yards  long  and  50  yards  wide,  with 
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gently  gliding  waters,  and  yet  rapid  enough  to 
•work  the  fly  well,  almost  every  inch  of  it  was 
fishable  and  fish-holding.  Best  of  all,  it  could  be 
fished  from  either  bank  and  from  the  bridge  too, 
and  no  wading  was  required.  The  worst  of  most 
salmon  and  sea-trout  fishing  is  that  you  have  to 
wade  so  deep  to  reach  your  fish.  But  let  us  get  to 
worL 

The  cast  was  now  properly  soaked  and  a  small 
Jock  Scott  knotted  on,  and  at  last  we  were  ready. 
Is  there  anything  like  that  first  cast  over  a  good 
pool  you  have  never  fished  before,  and  which  you 
know  is  full  of  fish  ?  It  is  a  feeling  in  which  hope 
and  anxiety  and  nervousness  are  aU  combined,  and 
it  is  hard  to  say  which  predominates.  After  a  pre- 
liminary false  cast  or  two  to  get  out  the  line  and  to 
accustom  oneself  to  the  14ft.  rod,  which  had  not 
been  used  for  several  years,  at  last  one  could  get  to 
work,  and  before  the  fly  had  been  in  the  water  half 
a  minute,  an  unmistakable  boil ;  but  alas  !  too 
much  apprenticeship  to  ordinary  trout  fishing  is  the 
bane  of  him  who  would  catch  salmon  or  sea -trout — 
I  had  struck  too  soon.  Another  oast,  and  almost 
immediately  another  boil,  and  this  time  I  was  into 
him.  Like  an  arrow  shot  from  the  bow  he  was  away 
across  the  pool  in  less  time  than  it  takes  to  write  it 
down,  and  then  out  came  a  bar  of  silver  almost  a 
yard  long,  and  my  heart  began  to  beat  rapidly. 
Then  a  hurried  reeling  in,  only  to  be  followed  by 
another  mad  rush  and  another  mighty  leap,  which 
had  to  be  promptly  met  by  dropping  the  rod  point ; 
and  oh,  the  joy  when  the  top  is  again  raised  to  feel 
that  delicious  tugging  !  Up  and  down  the  pool,  and 
again  and  again  out  of  the  water  went  that  fish,  and 
I  grew  more  and  more  anxious  lest  the  compara- 
tively tiny  hook  should  break  its  hold.  Then  a 
steady  boring  down  to  the  tail  of  the  pool,  and  then 
came  the  question.  Can  we  keep  him  in  it  ?  for 
below  there  was  a  nasty,  tumbling,  broken  rapid  of 
200yds.  or  more.  Everything  was  tried,  but  in 
vain  ;  down  he  meant  to  go,  and  down  he  went.  I 
had  to  follow  as  fast  as  I  could  run,  with  a  rapid 
scamper  over  a  little  plank  bridge  crossing  a  small 
side  stream,  and  at  last  he  floated  up  in  the  quiet 
waters  of  the  sea  and  the  net  was  soon  under  him, 
and  I  had  caught  my  first  Norwegian  sea -trout,  a 
fine  fellow  of  4^1b.  He  was  just  fresh  from  the  sea 
with  the  sea  lice  on  him,  and  you  can  imagine  the 
self-satisfied  complacency  with  which  I  admired  his 
still  heaving  sides.  The  coup  de  grace  was  soon 
administered,  and  then  followed  the  pipe  of  peace. 

Halsten,  however,  would  allow  no  idling,  and  I 
was  soon  back  at  the  head  of  the  pool  at  work  again, 
and  after  one  or  two  rises  badly  missed  was  soon 
fast  in  another  fish,  this  time  a  lively  little  grilse  of 
31b.,  which  we  managed  to  kill  in  the  pool.  I  have 
noticed,  and  I  believe  it  is  generally  true,  that  sea- 
trout  when  hooked  make  down  stream,  and  salmon 
generally  try  to  make  upwards.  I  will  not  say  how 
many  fish  I  rose  that  evening,  or  how  many  I 
hooked  and  lost.  There  are  some  fishing  days  when 
one  cannot  do  right,  and  I  am  afraid  my  friend 
Halsten  was  getting  a  poor  opinion  of  my  fishing 
capabilities.  Still,  fishing  with  No.  6  hooks  one  is 
apt  to  lose  many  fish.  Another  time  I  will  take  a 
good  supply  of  small  double  hooks  with  me,  for  in 
Norway  it  is  almost  impossible  to  buy  anything  in 
the  way  of  really  good  fishing  tackle.  We  started 
fishing  at  6.30,  and  at  8.30  I  had  got  six  grilse  and 
sea-trout,  and  was  tired  out,  and  suggested  to 
Halsten  he  should  fish.  "  Won't  the  missis  fish, 
sir  ?  "  "I  am  afraid  she  can  hardly  manage  the 
rod,"  was  my  answer.  "  But  she  can  fish  quite 
well  from  the  bridge  "  ;  and  so  she  soon  started 
letting  out  a  dozen  yards  of  line,  and,  slowly  walking 
across,  worked  the  fly  over  the  pool,  and  when  she 
reached  the  end  of  the  bridge  let  out  a  few  yards 
more  and  walked  back  again.  It  was  a  delightfully 
easy  way  of  fishing,  and  most  effective,  for  in  a  very 
short  time  she  was  fast  in  a  good  fish,  as  lively  and 
strong  as  the  first  one  we  got.  As  soon  as  possible 
she  came  off  the  Vjridge  and  got  on  more  even  terms 
with  him,  but  it  was  not  long  before  she,  too,  had  to 
race  down  the  bank  and  follow  him  down  to  the  sea, 
where  the  delighted  Halsten  netted  him,  another 
fish  of  4Jlb.  My  wife  is  not  a  keen  fisherwoman  as 
a  rule,  but  her  blood  was  up,  and  it  was  not  until 
half-past  ten  that  she  allowed  us  to  go  homo  with  a 
tiag  of  nine  grilso  and  sea-trout  weighing  271b.,  of 
which  three  were  her  share.  Half-past  ten  sounds 
very  late,  but  in  Norway  during  June  and  July  from 
nine  to  eleven  is  the  most  delightful  time  of  the  day, 
and  of  course  in  clear  waters  is  the  best  fishing  time, 
ff)r  when  the  sun  is  shining  you  only  frighten 
the  fish  and  spoil  your  waters  by  fishing  in  the  day- 


time.- It  was  rather  a  tired  procession,  but  a  very 
happy  one,  which  turned  into  the  farm  at  eleven 
o'clock,  and  after  supper  we  were  all  ready  for  bed, 
as  we  had  been  up  since  six  o'clock  that  morning. 

I  do  not  suppose  anyone  can  appreciate  the  joys 
of  a  holiday  like  a  hard-worked  business  man — to 
turn  out  for  a  bath  in  a  charming  lake  close  by  the 
house,  then  back  to  breakfast,  which  is  leisurely 
enjoyed,  and  then  out  of  doors  into  the  sunshine  and 
light  one's  pipe,  free  from  all  thoughts  of  news- 
papers, prices  of  cotton,  or  catching  trains.  How 
often  I  envy  the  inhabitants  of  those  happy  coun- 
tries where  time  is  no  object,  and  where  everyone 
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leisurely  does  what  he  wants  to  do  and  when  he 
wants  to  do  it.  Once  you  have  realised  it  is  no  good 
hurrying  in  Norway,  you  will  get  on  better  with  the 
inhabitants  and  really  enjoy  your  holiday.  But  of 
all  joys  give  me  the  after-breakfast  pipe  smoked  in 
peace,  especially  in  the  midst  of  the  glorious  scenery 
of  that  northern  land. 

As  the  sky  was  cloudless  and  the  sun  hot,  and 
fishing  out  of  the  question,  we  decided  to  look  up 
the  doctor,  and,  taking  a  boat  up  the  lake,  we 
landed  at  the  little  village  at  the  other  end.  We 
were  told  that  he  was  out  fishing,  and  walking  up 
the  river,  we  eventually  discovered  him  perched  in 
a  most  dangerous-looking  place  on  the  top  of  a 
small  crag  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  working 
his  fly  in  the  stream  below.  Apparently  casting 
with  a  fly  rod  was  beyond  him,  and  as  the  fish  lay 
on  the  further  side,  this  was  his  only  way  of  getting 
over  them.    I  do  not  think  he  had  yet  succeeded  in 
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catching  a  salmon,  nor  did  it  look  as  if  he  were 
likely  to  do  so.  On  seeing  us  he  scrambled  down 
and  joined  us  at  the  bridge  lower  down,  accom- 
panied by  his  faithful  henchman,  Jakob.  Poor 
Jakob  !  His  was  no  easy  job.  Like  many 
strangers,  the  doctor  could  not  sleep  well  in  Norway, 
and  often  he  would  rouse  up  Jakob  at  5  a.m.  to  go 
out  fishing,  even  though  they  might  not  have  gone 
to  bed  before  twelve  or  one  o'clock  the  night  before, 
tired  out  after  a  long  tramp  over  the  mountains  or 
the  glacier  on  the  look-out  for  a  bear  or  an  elk.  As 
long  as  we  were  there  Jakob  was  sent  down  the  lake 
every  morning — a  two-miles'  row,  and  of  course  two 


miles  back — with  a  bouquet  of  some  sort  for  my 
wife,  a  string  of  very  small  trout,  and  on  one  occa- 
sion half  a  kid,  for  fresh  meat  was  a  delicacy.  One 
could  not  but  be  grateful  for  these  polite  attentions  ; 
all  the  same,  one's  gratitude  was  a  little  tinged  with 
pity  for  this  hard-worked  henchman.  It  is  curious 
how  so  many  Germans  have  but  little  consideration 
for  their  inferiors  ;  but  I  must  say  this  for  the 
doctor,  that  I  do  not  suppose  he  ever  noticed  how 
hard-worked  the  poor  fellow  was — at  any  rate,  I 
know  he  paid  him  well.-  Poor  Jakob !  I  am  afraid 
he  must  have  been  worn  to  a  shadow  before  the 
season  was  over.- 

As  the  doctor  had  run  out  of  provisions,  we  sug- 
gested that  he  should  come  back  with  us  to  dinner, 
and  it  was  decided  we  should  troll  do-wn  the  lake, 
the  fishing  of  which  he  had  rented.  Trolling  is  not 
to  my  mind  very  amusing,  but  on  a  hot  day  in  the 
midst  of  lovely  scenery  it  is  better  than  not  fishing 
at  all.  I  got  one  sea-trout  of  41b.  and  lost  two 
others,  but  the  doctor  got  a  very  nice  fish  close  on 
61b.  His  excitement  was  most  amusing,  as  it  was 
the  first  good  fish  he  had  ever  caught;  Needless  to 
say  he  took  a  very  long  time  plajang  it,  and  when 
at  last  it  was  landed  he  wanted  us  to  go  back  -with 
him  to  celebrate  the  capture  -with  a  bottle  of  cham- 
pagne. It  took  a  great  deal  to  persuade  him  that 
it  would  be  far  better  to  go  on  and  have  dinner.  The 
doctor  was  a  most  desperate  troller  after  that,  for 
hardly  a  day  passed  on  which  he  did  not  scrape  that 
lake  -with  a  minnow,  round  and  round  and  across  it, 
several  times  a  day,  and  so  spoilt  his  o-wn  fishing, 
for  there  is  no  doubt  in  crystal  clear  waters  in  a 
small  lake  you  can  frighten  the  fish  by  too  much 
trolling.  In  the  evening  we  went  across  to  our  own 
waters,  and  returned  with  nine  grilse  and  sea-trout, 
weighing  2llb.,  and  we  sent  the  doctor  home 
thoroughly  pleased  -with  himself  and  with  half-a- 
dozen  flies,  as  he  had  lost  all  his  o-wn.  After  seeing 
the  results  of  our  efforts  with  the  fly,  in  future  he 
was  going  to  devote  himself  to  fly  fishing. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FISH  CULTUEE. 

THE  HYDE  END  FISHERY,  BRIMPTON,  ' 
~   NEAR  READING,  BERKS. 

This  fishery,  established  some  years  ago  for  the 
purpose  of  trout  culture,  is  situated  on  the  river 
Enbourne,  a  few  miles  above  its  junction  -with  the 
Kennet.  It  claims, to  rear  fish  of  exceptional 
quaUties,  the  water  being  reno-wned  for  its  sporting 
breed  of  trout.  Any  person  -wishing  to  see  the  fish 
can  do  so  by  applying  to  the  keeper.  The  follo-wing 
notes  may  be  of  interest  to  anglers  and  owners  of 
fishing : — 

"  In  choosing  stock  the  common  brown  trout 
cannot  be  surpassed  for  rivers  and  streams  ;  they 
are  less  given  to  wandering  than  the  other  varieties, 
and  rise  well  to  the  fly. 

"  Trout  may  be  introduced  to  water  either  as 
spa-wn,  fry,  yearlings,  two-year-olds,  or  mature  fish. 
The  most  satisfactory  age  for  stocking  is  at  two 
years  old.  Trout  at  this  stage  are  well  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves,  and  soon  afford  sport.  Year- 
lings do  well  when  they  have  not  to  contend  with 
coarse  fish  or  older  trout ;  they  also  travel  well  at 
this  age. 

"  Under  certain  circumstances  it  may  answer  to 
stock  with  fry  or  ova,  as  where  some  form  of  pro- 
tection is  available  and  the  water  suitable. 

"  Kinds  of  Trout  and  Stages  of  Growth. 

"  Salmo  fario. — The  ordinary  brown  trout  is  -par 
excellence  the  best  all  round  for  general  purposes, 
and  adapts  itself  most  readily  to  new  conditions. 
It  shows  considerable  variation  in  different  locaUties. 

"  Salmo  irideus. — The  rainbow  trout  is  becoming 
a  great  favourite  with  sportsmen  owng  to  its 
speedy  growth  and  gameness. 

"  Salmo  levenensis. — The  Loch  Leven  trout  has 
a  great  reputation  -with  many  fishermen  which  it 
undoubtedly  deserves  as  a  first  cousin  of  S.  fario. 

"  There  are  many  other  varieties,  but  the  above 
are  those  generally  bred  by  fish-culturists,  and  most 
adaptable  to  British  waters.  The  stages  through 
which  a  trout  passes  from  the  egg  to  the  mature  fish 
arc  : — The  freshly-hatched  fish  or  alevins,  which 
become  fry  at  three  weeks  or  upwards  ;  yearlings, 
so  called  when  they  reach  their  first.' autumn  until 
the  second  autumn  of  their  existence,  when  they 
become  two-year-olds.  As  yearlings  and  two-year- 
olds  vary  in  age  and  development,  so  do  their 
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measurements.  A  good  average  yearling  in  the 
middle  of  winter  should  measure  4in.,  and  a  two- 
year-old  at  the  same  period  should  attain  from  Tin. 
to  9in.  Consignments  can  be  sold  containing  under- 
sized fish  at  low  prices,  but  disappointment  is  likely 
to  follow. 

"Conveyance  of  Fish. 

"  Before  trout  are  despatched  from  the  fishery 
they  have  to  undergo  preparation  for  the  journey 
by  being  placed  in  a  small  run  without  food  for  a 
few  days.  This  precaution  is  necessary  in  order  to 
keep  the  water  they  travel  in  free  from  pollution. 
The  effect  on  the  fish  is  to  make  them  look  smaller 
than  they  do  when  freshly  netted,  otherwise  it 
does  not  injure  them  ;  in  fact,  many  of  our  cus- 
tomers say  that  our  fish  are  seen  rising  at  fly  almost 
from  the  moment  they  are  turned  out.  The  best 
months  for  yearlings  to  be  introduced  to  fresh  water 
are  January  and  February;  two-year-olds  during 
the  winter  ;  but  both  travel  well  from  November  to 
May.  It  is  very  injudicious  to  travel  them  during 
the  hot  months  both  on  account  of  risk  and 
expense.  It  is  necessary  then  to  use  ice  as  well  as 
a  larger  quantity  of  water,  involving  more  cans  and 
perhaps  an  attendant. 

"  The  cost  of  travelling  during  cool  weather  per 
can  is — up  to  fifty  miles,  2s.  lid.  ;  from  fifty-one  to 
a  hundred  miles,  4s.  4Jd,  ;  and  over  a  hundred  miles, 
58.  lOd.  The  number  of  yearlings  that  will  travel 
in  one  can  in  cold  weather  is  100  to  150,  according 
to  size  and  distance ;  two-year-olds,  twenty  to 
thirty  per  can.  The  cans  are  of  different  sizes,  the 
average  weight  when  loaded  being  l^cwt.  Their 
diameters  are  always  given  with  the  travelling  in- 
structions, so  that  the  lorries,  wagons,  or  carts  re- 
quired at  their  destination  may  be  arranged  for  : 
diameter  of  can,  2ft.,  generally. 

"  The  dangers  of  travelling  are  distance,  stop- 
pages, and  heat.  To  ensure  safe  arrival  it  is  desir- 
able to  send  trout  by  fast  trains  and  to  avoid  waits 
at  stations.  When  a  train  or  conveyance  is  in 
motion,  the  disturbance  of  the  water  is  sufficient  to 
aerate  it  automatically. 

"  Cans  containing  fish  should  never  be  allowed  to 
stand  in  the  sun  or  heated  railway  cars.  When 
delays  are  unavoidable  the  water  in  the  cans  should 
be  agitated  by  moving  the  cans. 

"  Purchasers  should  be  most  particular  that  the 
train  is  met  punctually,  and  that  there  is  no  delay 
in  conveying  the  fish  at  once  to  the  water." 

Crayfish,  Freshwater  Shrimps,  Etc. 
We  note  that  this  fishery  supplies  live  gudgeon, 
minnows,  freshwater  shrimps,  and  crayfish. 


MR.  W.  J.  CUMMINS'  "REGISTER 
OF  FISHINGS  AND  OTHER 
SPORTINGS  TO  LET." 


THE  SEASON  UP  TO  DATE  IN 
THE  NORTH. 


On  the  lower  and  mid  reaches  of  the  Dee  and  Tay 
the  spring  salmon  season  has  been  an  exceptionally 
good  one.  On  the  upper  reaches  it  has  been  a 
complete  blank.  The  "  two  inches  of  snow  "  now 
and  again  has  done  for  it.  With  the  advent  of 
April  matters  are  slowly  improving — but  slowly. 
Tne  weather  is  still  on  the  hard,  cold  side,  and 
over-night  frosts  too  prevalent.  Under  these  con- 
ditions fish  will  not  face  the  heavy  mountain 
torrents,  nor  will  they  readily  rise  to  the  fly,  even 
where  they  are  thickest.  On  one  section  of  the 
Dee  only  nine  fish  have  fallen  to  two  rods  since 
the  season  opened  in  February. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  has  suspended 
all  the  free  fishings  on  the  Spey,  and  as  far  as  his 
powers  go  in  the  Upper  Cabrachj  He  saw  the 
abuses  these  waters  were  subject  to,  and  so  he  has 
now  to  introduce  some  sort  of  system  of  tickets, 
which  will  pay  for  more  efficient  watching  and  will 
be  granted  to  parties  of  undoubted  respectability. 
This  much  we  expected  of  the  duke,  who  is  a 
sportsman  to  the  very  core.  For  the  present  the 
Cabrach  is  yet  open,  but  it  is  simply  not  worth 
going  to.    The  month  of  June  will  be  soon  enough. 

The  brown  trout  were  never  in  better  condition. 
As  yet  there  has  been  no  fly  fishing  weather,  but 
the  Devon,  the  Creeper,  the  small  Phantom,  and 
the  natural  minnow,  to  say  nothing  of  the  sand 
eel,  have  been  taken  freely,  while  the  worm  has  been 
most  en.  evidence  where  good  baskets  have  been 
made.  There  will  be  some  grand  sport  when  the 
fly  does  rise,  but  this  is  seldom  the  case  until 
April  15  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Don,  Deveron. 
Findhorn,  and  such  like  first-class  yellow  trout 
streams.  G.  M. 


Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  the  well-known  fishing- 
tackle  maker  of  Bishop  Auckland,  sends  us  a  copy 
of  his  "  Register  of  Fishings  and  other  Sportings 
to  Let  or  for  Sale."  It  includes  salmon,  sea-trout, 
and  trout  fishings  to  let  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  in  Scandinavia.  Mr.  Cummins  Is  always  glad 
to  give  information  about  fishing  in  Norway,  which 
country  he  has  visited  for  the  last  twelve  or 
thirteen  years.  The  list  is  illustrated,  and  very 
attractively  got  up,  like  all  the  lists  Mr.  Cummins 
sends  out. 


"SCOTTIE'S"  METHOD  OF 
STRENGTHENING  RODS,  ETC. 

Mr.  H.  Bowie,  of  58,  Sandgate,  Ayr,  N.B.,  who 

writes  as  "Scottie"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  sends 
the  following  description  of  his  method  of  strengthen- 
ing rods  with  wires  : — 

"  The  rod  is  grooved  longitudinally,  at  equal  dis- 
tances round  its  circumference,  and  piano  or  other 
wires  of  whatever  strength  desired  are  let  into  the 
rod  so  as  to  lie  almost  flush  with  its  surface.  The 
rod  is  then  wrapped  with  silk  or  other  bindings  at 
distances  along  its  length,  so  as  to  make  the  wires 
rigid.  Cement  may  also  be  used  in  conjunction 
with  the  bindings.  Any  number  of  wires  may  be 
used  according  to  the  result  desired.  The  wires  are 
taken  well  under  the  ferrules,  thus  obviating  the 
possibility  of  the  rod  breaking  at  the  joint.  A  rod 
may  be  so  effectually  treated  in  this  way  as  to  make 
the  ferrules  the  weakest  parts.  In  this  connection 
the  method  may  be  applied  to  rod  joints  only,  and 
with  equal  success. 

"  In  testing  whether  this  method  prevented  break- 
ing at  the  joint,  I  made  a  short  length  representing 
part  of  a  rod,  with  a  ferrule  in  the  centre,  the  whole 
about  20in.  long,  the  ferrule,  one  of  the  cheapest 


failed,  the  captain  asked,  to  note  the  difficulty  of 
placing  a  fly  before  a  fish  feeding  under  the  nearer 
bank  when  the  angler  was  working  up  the  left  side 
of  the  stream  ?  In  such  a  case  a  cast  with  the  left 
hand  was  of  enormous  advantage,  much  beyond 
that  of  the  right-hand  cast  over  the  left  shoulder. 
Then  there  were  cases  in  which  trees  made  the  right 
hand  cast  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  and  other 
cases  in  which  it  placed  the  fly  so  as  to  cause  the 
dreaded  drag.  Both  kinds  of  difficulty  would  be 
avoided  by  an  ambidextrous  fisherman ;  but  per- 
haps his  greatest  advantage  was  that  of  escaping 
fatigue  by  changing  the  rod  from  one  hand  to  the 
other.  Casting  with  the  left  hand  might  be  learned 
with  a  little  patient  practice.  The  second  paper 
was  by  Jlr.  R.  B.  Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette.  He  could  only  see  one  objection  to 
ambidexterity  in  angling,  and  it  would  come 
from  the  fish.  They  might  think  it  unfair,  though 
every  season  they  were  growing  more  wary  owing 
to  the  multiplication  of  anglers.  In  fishing  up 
stream  he  had  often  wished  that  he  could  cast  a  fly 
with  his  left  hand  as  skilfully  as  with  the  right.  He 
would  have  caught  many  fish  which  as  a  merely 
right-handed  man  he  had  missed.  Ambidexterity 
would  probably  add  a  third  to  the  weight  of  the 
average  take  of  trout;  It  would  often  prevent  the 
catching  of  the  hook  in  grass  and  other  things, 
would  largely  obviate  fatigue,  and  would  often  be 
useful  im  making  flies. — Morning  Post. 


"  FISHING  HOLIDAYS."  * 

In  this  very  pleasant  volume  Mr.  Stephen  Gwynn, 
author  of  "  Highways  and  Byways  in  Donegal  and 
Antrim,"  gives  some  accounts  of  his  angling  ex- 
periences in  salmon,  sea-trout,  and  brown  trout 
fishing  "  in  the  small  rivers  and  lakes  in  Donegal 
and  others  of  the  same  type  in  Kerry  and  Con- 
naught."  I  think,  the  general  reader  of  angling 
books  will  find  much  to  interest  him,  and  those 
thinking  of  visiting  the  Donegal  district  will  cer- 
tainly find  many  useful  hints  and  alluring  accounts 
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kind  used,  fin.  in  diameter,  outside  measurement. 
The  thick  end  of  this  I  fixed  in  a  vice,  and  suspended 
from  the  opposite  end  a  scale,  which  I  gradually 
filled  with  small  shot  until  the  breaking  strain  was 
reached.  It  gave  way  gradually  close  to  the  vice 
at  a  dead  strain  of  lUb.  On  examining  the  ferrule 
after  testing  I  found  it  had  bent  quite  perceptibly, 
while  the  wrapping  and  varnish  at  each  end  had 
remained  perfectly  rigid.  In  this  test  I  used  five 
wires.  I  also  tested  the  rod  when  finished  to  find 
out  the  stiffening  effect  of  my  method.  Before  the 
rod  was  strengthened  I  fixed  a  -Joz.  weight  on  the 
point.  This  c&ew  down  the  point  22Jin.  below  the 
level  at  which  the  butt  end  was  held.  After 
strengthening,  the  same  weight  drew  down  the 
point  15^in.  below  the  same  level.  In  this  test  I 
used  five  wires  in  the  butt  joint,  five  thinner  wires 
in  the  mid  joint,  and  four  wires  still  thinner  in  the 
top  joint. 

"  The  advantages  derived  from  this  method  of 
strengthening  fishing  rods  are  apparent,  one  very 
decided  advantage  being  that  anglers  could  do 
away  with  carrying  a  second  top.  In  fact,  there  is 
no  disadvantage  that  cannot  be  overcome,  and  an 
angler  using  a  rod  so  built  has  for  all  angling  pur- 
poses an  unbreakable  rod.  I  shall  send  you  the  rod 
and  tests,  and  shall  value  your  opinion  very  much.  — 
Yours  truly,  "Henry  Bowie. 

"P.S. — Patent  applied  for  for  above;  also  for 
golf  clubs  and  spear  handles  and  such-like.". 


AMBIDEXTRAL  ANGLING. 


WHEN  LEFT  IS  BETTER  THAN  RIGHT. 


The  advantages  to  the  angler  of  being  able  to 
use  the  left  hand  as  cleverly  as  the  right  were  con- 
sidered on  April  6  at  a  meeting  of  the  Ambidextral 
Culture  Society  in  the  Medical  Society's  rooms, 
Chandos-street,  Cavendish -square.  Mr.  J.  Jackson, 
who  took  the  chair,  read  two  papers,  the  authors 
of  which  were  unable  to  attend.  The  first  was  by 
Captain  Hart- Davis,  of  whom  the  chairman  spoke 
as  an  authority  on  dry  fly  fishing.  Who  could  have 


of  sp  t.  They  must  be  warned  that  "  the  place- 
names  in  this  book  will,  for  the  most  part,  not  be 
found  in  any  map,  or,  if  found,  not  as  applied  to  the 
places  which  I  describe." 

IzAAK  Walton's  Fishing  Bag. 
In  his  last  chapter  Mr.  Gwynn  gives  an  account 
of  that  mysterious  fishing  bag  which  was  para- 
graphed in  the  papers  a  year  or  so  ago.  To  cut  his 
rather  long  story  short,  it  amounts  to  this  :  A  fishing 
bag  labelled  "  Izaak  Walton's  Fishing  Bag  "  was 
seen  by  a  collector  in  a  shop  window  in  Westminster. 
"  The  bag  was  a  rarity,  for  one  seldom  sees  a  wallet 
of  such  a  shape,  and  it  was  a  model  of  good  work- 
manship. Three  pieces  of  the  stoutest  leather  com- 
posed the  fabric  :  a  flat  piece  to  lie  against  the  back  ; 
a  large  rounded  piece,  admirably  cut  and  moulded, 
to  make  the  belly  of  the  bag  ;  another  small  flat 
piece  for  the  lid,  fastened  to  the  back  piece  by  three 
brass  hinges,  and  pierced  of  course  with  a  hole  so 
that  fish  could  be  dropped  in  without  opening  the 
lid.  The  colour  had  darkened  with  time  to  that  of  a 
much-used  football,  but  the  leather  was  as  smooth 
and  as  hard  as  polished  wood.  On  the  back  piece 
was  applied  a  strong  strip  of  leather,  through  which 
the  strap  might  run,  and  the  face  of  this  was  neatly 
decorated  with  an  incised  pattern.  Underneath  it 
was  cut  with  a  knife  the  following  inscription  :  — 

J.  D.  ANDERSON 
From  his  Friend  Izaak  Walton 
1646. 

"  The  collector  paid  little  attention  to  the  in- 
scription— the  work,  he  presumed,  of  some  ingenious 
person  anxious  to  give  his  possession  a  fictitious 
value  ;  but  at  least  it  detracted  nothing  from  the 
bag,  which  he  bought  and  took  home  as  a  fine 
specimen  of  seventeenth-century  leather  work. 

"  After  many  days,  by  an  accident,  the  collector 
discovered  under  the  white  enamel  with  which  the 
inside  of  the  bag  had  at  some  time  or  other  been 
painted,  which  had  become  cracked  from  age,  the 

*  "  Fishincr  Holidays."  By  Stephen  Gwynn 
author  of  "John  Maxwell's  Marriage,"  etc.  London 
Maoraillan  and  Company,  Ltd.    Price,  7s.  6d.  ; 
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letters  '  I,  W.'  were  to  be  seen,  branded  on  the 
inside  of  the  lid,  one  on  either  side  of  the  hole." 

Mr.  Gwynn  uses  many  ingenious  arguments  to 
prove  that  the  bag  may  be  a  genuine  Waltonian 
relic,  and  not  a  faked-up  forgery.  Cannot  he  per- 
suade the  owner  to  let  the  bag  be  seen — say  at  some 
meeting  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  ?  Leather  bags  or 
creels  of  the  kind  are  still  used  in  the  North  of  Eng- 
land. Who  was  J.  D.  Anderson  ?  Mr.  Stapleton 
Martin  does  not  mention  him  in  his  interesting  work 
on  "  Walton  and  His  Friends,"  and  ]\Ir.  Gwynn  has 
been  unable  to  find  the  name  in  any  way  connected 
with  Walton. 

ilr.  GwjTin  has  an  excellent  way  of  describing  his 
adventures  with  lively  salmon  and  sea-trout  in  the 
waters  of  Donegal,  "and  can  paint  in  attractive 
colours  the  grand  scenery  of  that  wild  part  of  Ire- 
land After  such  a  description  too  long  to  quote 
he  says  : 

'■  A  pleasure  like  this  is  not  of  the  eye  only  ;  you 
drink  in  the  taste  of  the  sea  like  wine,  and  the  feeling 
of  vast,  unconfined  space  lifts  and  expands  you. 
And  you  can  get  such  pleasure  in  a  hundi-ed  places 
through  Western  Ireland  from  Donegal  to  Kerry, 
with  the  knowledge  that  when  the  grey  huddle  of 
cloud  comes  over  the  sky,  and  heather  is  wet  to 
travel,  and  your  mere  sightseer  curses  the  elements, 
the  angler  may  be  out  by  the  river,  foUomng  a 
delightful  business,  which  brings  him  into  ready 
touch  and  sympathy,  if  he  is  willing,  with  every 
peasant  that  he  meets  along  the  bank." 

Perhaps  the  best  chapter  from  the  angler's  point 
of  view  is  that  entitled  "  The  Salmon  Poacher," 
which  describes  the  best  day's  angling  our  author 
ever  had,  under  the  guidance  of  Dan,  a  noted 
salmon  poacher  and  character.  Mr.  Gwynn  devotes 
a  good  deal  of  his  book  to  descriptions  of  the  Irish 
peasantry  and  their  ways,  with  which  he  is  in  close 
sympathy.  Some  of  his  stories  are  spun  out  a  bit 
too  much,  and  although  one  can  hardly  grumble  at 
it,  there  is  no  doubt  his  book  would  "have  gained 
much  in  lasting  value  if  he  had  not  disguised  under 
strange  names  the  places  where  his  best  sport  with 
salmon  and  sea-trout  was  obtained.  The  best 
description  of  a  fight  with  a  salmon  is  that  which 
begins  on  p.  206,  and  ends  with  the  gaffing  of  it  on 
p.  209.    I  have  not  read  a  better  for  a  long  time. 

R.  B.  M. 

WHY  SALT-WATER  CREATUEES 
DISLIKE  FRESH  WATER. 


That  the  w-rays,  newly  discovered  in  solar  and 
other  light,  and  also  given  off  by  the  animal 
organism,  play  a  part  in  restricting  salt-water 
creatures  to  their  native  element  is  asserted  by  a 
French  naturalist,  M.  Bohn,  in  a  paper  recently 
read  before  the  Societe  de  Biologic.  According  to 
this  author,  the  solar  n-rays,  which  cannot  penetrate 
fresh  water,  are  so  stimulating  to  the  vision  that 
many  salt-water  creatures  practically  become  fluid 
in  fresh  water,  and  so  avoid  it.  Says  the  Revue 
ScteiUifique  (Feb.  6)  in  an  abstract  of  M.  Bohn'a 
paper: 

"  Naturalists  have  often  sought  to  discover  why 
animals  living  in  brackish  water  adjacent  to  fresh 
water  never  go  into  the  latter.  Various  reasons 
have  been  given,  to  which  M.  Bohn  now  adds  a  new 
one— the  absence  of  n-rays  in  fresh  water. 

"  The  Ti-rays  that  are  present  in  sunlight  penetrate 
Bea  water  and  accumulate  therein ;  but  they  are 
absolutely  stopped  by  fresh  water,  no  matter  by 
how  small  a  quantity.  Now  these  rays  have  the 
curious  property  of  exalting  the  sensibility  of  the 
visual  organs  for  ordinary  light-rays,  which  makes 
it  possible  to  beUeve  that  the  w-rays  play  a  part  in 
the  research  for  shelter  by  the  creatures  of  the 
shore. 

"  One  creature,  the  nereid  (a  small  marine  worm), 
which  is  able  to  pass  from  fresh  to  sea  water,  loses 
ite  sight  almost  completely  when  it  goes  into  the 
fresh  water,  while  this  faculty  is  immediately 
exalted  in  the  inverse  passage.  These  animals  have 
three  different  habitats,  as  follows : 

1.  On  muddy  bottoms.  Under  a  deep  layer  of 
■ea  water  the  nereid  progresses,  when  in  the  dark, 
close  to  the  bottom;  its  movement  resembles 
creepmg.  while  in  the  light  it  swims  freely 
These  changes  appear  due  to  the  tonic  effect  of 
light. 

"2.  It  lives  in  shallow  brackish  water.  In  this 
medium  it«  sensitiveness  to  light  becomes  greater 
tte  changes  of  intensity  of  illumination  of  the 
bottom  governing  its  changes  of  habit.  . 


"  3.  In  rivulets  of  fresh  water  the  sensitiveness 
to  light  becomes  very  feeble.  The  nereid  that 
leaves  brackish  for  fresh  water  at  once  falls  to  the 
bottom  and  rests  there.  .  .  j 

"We  may  thus  adopt  the  hypothesis  that  the 
sudden  suppression  of  w-rays.  in  passing  from 
brackish  to  fresh  water,  has  effects  that  prevent 
the  invasion  of  the  latter  by  marine  organisms. 
And  these  rays  must  have  played  a  part  in  the 
adaptation  of  marine  animals  to  brackish  and 
fresh  water." — Translation  made  for  the  Literary 


THINGS  THAT  HAPPEN  WHEN 
WE  GO  A-FISHING." 


[A  paper  read  before  the  members  and  friends  of 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society  on  March  15,  1904,  by 
Robert  Stanley  (author  of  "Angling  Anecdotes  ").] 

{Concluded  from  page  226.) 
Sea-fishing. 
We  used  to  do  a  little  fishing  from  the  top  deck 
for  congers,  throwing  out  long  lines  and  leaving 
them  for  half  an  hour  or  so  at  a  time  ;  frequently 
we  returned  to  find  that  these  lines  had  apparently 
been  broken  by  big  fish,  but  events  proved  other- 
wise, for  we  found  that  what  really  happened  was 
that  they  were  cut  by  boatmen,  and  one  day  we 
arrived  just  in  time  to  see  the  thing  done.  The 
men  were  hfting  my  friend  Phil's  Une  into  the 
boat  when  we  caught  sight  of  them.     Now,  Phil 
is    one  of  those  excitable,    irresponsible  people 
who  will  get  themselves  and  everyone  else  into 
great  trouble  on  the  sUghtest  provocation,  and 
this  was  a  case  in  point — only  that  the  provoca- 
tion was  not  shght.    We  lost  quite  enough  gear 
on  the  rocky  ground  and  among  the  piles  of 
the  pier  in  the  ordinary  way.    I  do  not  think  they 
ever  stole  the  tackle,  but  I  think  it  was  done  in  the 
interests  of  the  trade,  and  to  show  people  how  much 
better  it  would  be  to  hire  a  boat.    However,  as  I 
said,  this  time  we  caught  them,  or  rather  saw  them. 
Phil's  first  remark  was,  as  Shakespeare  says,  "  a 
good  mouth-filling  oath,"  which  was  all  right  as  far 
as  it  went — luckily,  not  very  far,  for  there  were 
people  about.    Following  that,  he  threw  ledger 
iDullets  and  sea  leads  at  the  retreating  foe,  and  find- 
ing no  satisfaction  in  them,  gazed  about  for  some 
heavier,  more  effective  weapon.     "  Throw  one  of 
them,"  said  an  onlooker,  pointing  to  the  cake-stall 
kept  by  an  old  lady  on  the  pier-head  that  was  laden 
with  a  form  of  cake  locally  known  as  "  dough- 
heavies."    It  was  an  unlucky  suggestion  ;  it  cost 
Phil  a  deal  of  money,  for  it  was  a  miscellaneous  stall, 
and  had  on  the  back  row  a  number  of  lumps  of  coral 
and   poUshed   pebbles   and   suchlike.    Well,  the 
polished  pebbles  were  very  soon  poHshed  off ;  then 
followed  the  coral.    I  don't  think  the  men  were  hit, 
by  the  bye,  but  they  were  reaping  a  rich  harvest^ 
and  rather  encouraged  my  furious  friend  to  go  on 
and  throw  more,  coming  nearer  and  taunting  him 
with  nautical  terms  of  great  flavoiu-  and  variety  ; 
but  they  had  reckoned  without  their  host.  One 
missile  remained,  and  that  was  the  old  lady's 
proudest  possession.    It  was  a  large  fossil,  called,  I 
think,  an  ammonite,  and  weighing  about  121b.  I 
remember  the  scene  now:   it  was  the  work  of  a 
moment— the  old  lady— Phil— the  fossil — the  smash 
it  went  into  the  boat  (luckily  it  hit  a  seat,  or  murder 
would  have  been  done)— the  way  it  rebounded  into 
the  sea — the  way  the  frightened  boatmen  clapped 
on  all  sail  and  got  off,  glad  to  be  still  alive— and  the 
argument  that  Phil  had  with  the  old  lady.    I  forget 
exactly  what  the  pebbles  and  the  coral  cost  him,  but 
I  know  it  was  a  good  round  sum  ;  and  then  came 
the  price  of  the  fossil.    It  seemed  that  this  fossil  had 
been  admired  by  all  the  crowned  heads  that  had  ever 
been  on  the  pier  ;  indeed,  they  came  on  the  pier  for 
no  other  reason  than  to  see  the  fossil,  and  a  great 
deal  more  to  the  like  effect.    It  was  in  fact  a  great 
chance  for  the  old  lady,  and  she  played  that  wretched 
ammonite  for  all  it  was   worth.    I  think  it  finally 
cost  Phil  a  sovereign,  and  certainly,  take  one  thing 
with  another,  it  was  the  best  day's  business  that  old 
lady  ever  did  in  her  hfe.    She  remembers  it  to  this 
day,  and  if  any  of  you  are  ever  at  Brighton  and  care 
to  visit  the  Chain  Pier  Bazaar,  you  will  see  under 
the  identical  glass  case,  not  perhaps  the  original 
ammonite,  but  another  one  of  the  same  tribe,  and 
the  old  lady  will  tell  you  the  story  at  even  greater 
length  than  I  have. 

The  Weevers. 
I  romomber  a  thing  that  happened  when  we  were 
boat  fishing  off  Brighton  some  years  ago.  I  do  not 
know  whether  things  have  improved  nowadays,  but 
at  tho  time  I  am  speaking  of  boats  were  half-a-crown 
the  fhst  hour  and  half-a-crown  the  next  hour,  and 
so  on  all  day,  so  that  time  was  literally  precious  and 


had  to  be  made  tho  most  of.  Well,  three  of  us  had 
saved  up  enough  money  to  have  a  boat  for  a  whole 
day,  with  a  little  over  for  "  beer  and  baccy,"  and  we 
wanted  to  make  the  most  of  every  minute.  An  old 
salt  came  with  us  to  show  us  the  spots.  He  was  a 
pleasant  man  and  had  a  kind  faf:e,  and  I  can  forgive 
him  now,  though  I  remember  that  at  tho  time  wo 
were  very  bitter  about  it.  Well,  we  pulled  hard, 
and,  havmg  found  our  marks,  wo  anchored  up,  and 
were  soon  l)usy  with  the  rods  and  hand-lines.  Now, 
i  noticed  that  our  old  salt  was  unable  to  fix  his 
attention  on  the  sport ;  his  eye  constantly  wandered 
to  the  luncheon  hamper,  through  the  half-open  lid 
ot  which  there  were  peeping  a  goodly  row  of  bottled 
ales  and  stout.  These  sparkled  and  glittered  plea- 
santly enough  in  the  sunshine,  and  our  ancient 
manner  was  obviously  more  interested  in  watching 
them  than  in  watching  his  roa.  "Dazzles  yor, 
don  t  they,  sir  ?  "  he  said  to  my  friends,  but  thev 
were  too  busy  fishing  to  grasp  his  meaning,  and  said 

Yes  mechanically  and  without  looking  up.  He 
tried  me.    "  Wonderful  thing,  sunshine,"  he  said  ; 

wonderful  ;  but  thirsty  work  when  you're  on  the 
sea,  sometimes,"  he  went  on  reflectively.  "  Some- 
times I  wishes  as  I  was  a  camel,  wot  can  have  a  drink 
one  day,  and  make  it  last  a  week."  "  Yes,"  I  said  ; 
"  and  I'll  tell  you  a  stranger  thing  than  that — why 

''f^  w  n^^f'"  ^"""ff  "  indeed, 

sir  .     Hell,  I  m  "    He  was  an  ancient  mariner, 

so  we  will  let  his  expression  of  surprise  go  unspoken. 

Poor  critters,  poor  critters,"  he  said,  and  fell  to 
musing  on  the  hard  ease  of  the  rabbit.  He  didn't 
muse  for  long  though  ;  he  attacked  my  friends 
again.  Be  a  pity  if  them  bottles  bursted  their- 
selves,  that  it  would,"  he  said  ;  but  he  spoke  to  deaf 
ears.  They  were  getting  fish,  and  gave  him  no  en- 
couragement. So  far  the  \actory  was  with  us,  but 
an  old  salt  is  worth  three  yoimgsters  any  day,  and 
that  bottled  ale  and  stout  was  uncorked  a  good  deal 
sooner  than  we  meant  it  to  be  after  all. 

"  Have  you  gents  ever  caught  a  weever  ?  "  he 
asked.  "  No,"  we  said.  "  Nor  never  seen  one 
neither  perhaps  ?  "  "  No,"  we  had  none  of  us  seen 
one.  What  was  a  weever  ?  "  "  Well,  a  weaver's 
just  the  tern  blest  sting  fish  all  round  the  EngHsh 
coast,  he  said.  We  grew  interested.  "  Are  there 
any  about  here  ?  "  we  asked.  "  About  here  !  "  he 
said  ;  I  should  say  there  was.  Whv,  the  sea's 
ahve  wi^  em  at  times  ;  hke  enough  we'll  get  some 
*o-day.      "  I  should  hke  to,"  said  one  of  the  party. 

No,  you  wouldn't,  sir,  no  you  wouldn't.  You 
don  t  want  to  go  back  to  your  swe?theartin  Lunnon 
wi  only  one  arm,  do  you  ?  No,  sir,  we  don't  want 
no  weevers  aboard  this  boat,  thank  you."  It  seemed 
from  what  he  said  he  was  able  to  tell  us  that  a 
weever's  sting  was  sometimes  fatal;  he'd  lost  a 
friend  or  two  by  'em  in  his  time  ;  that  if  you  hved 
you  would  be  sure  to  lose  your  hand,  and  most 

hkely   your   arm,    and  "  HuUo,"    he   said ; 

hullo  !  Blow  me  if  I  ain't  got  one."  He  hauled 
up  slowly  and  with  great  care,  and  making  a  tre- 
mendous show  of  caution,  he  hfted  on  board  a  small 
eel-hke  fish,  which  I  have  since  discovered  to  be  a 
rock  hng  and  quite  harmless.  The  imhooking  pro- 
cess was  being  done  with  exaggerated  carefulness, 
when  the  little  fish  flapped  its  tail.  Our  salt  gave 
one  mighty  shout,  and  then,  dropping  his  voice  to 
a  whisper,  said  he  was  a  "  dead  man."  Now,  all 
this  was  very  alarming,  and  we,  being  quite  imsus- 
picious,  were  really  frightened  and  anxious.  What 
was  to  be  done  ?  We  looked  from  one  to  another 
in  blank  dismay  ;  inquests,  widows  and  orphans 
stared  us  in  the  face.  "  Can't  you  speak  ?  "  we 
whispered.       He    muttered    something  faintly. 

Speak,  speak  !  "  we  cried.  "  Brandy — give  me 
brandy  ;  it's  my  only  chance,"  said  our  ihvahd  a 
httle  louder  than  before.  Here  was  a  fresh  dilemma 
we  had  none.  "  Would  stout  do  ?  "  said  some- 
one. "Brandy,"  said  the  hoarse  voice.  "Try 
stout ;  it  may  save  him,"  I  said,  and  trv  we  did. 
Two  bottles  seemed  to  have  no  effect,  and  a  third 
left  him  still  moaning  and  prostrate.  It  was  all  the 
stout  we  had,  but  his  hfe  must  be  saved,  so  we  gave 
him  beer.  He  recovered  a  httle,  and,  to  do  him 
justice,  he  said.  "  You  gents  berrer  'avesmn — keep 
yer  peckers  up."  His  voice  trembled  with  emotion, 
but  he  was  better  beyond  all  doubt.  We  three  shared 
a  bottle,  and  we  wanted  it,  for  we  were  all  verv 
much  frightened  indeed,  and  quite  unsuspicious  of 
the  rascally  trick  he  was  playing.  There  was  one 
bottle  left,  and  that  he  called  for  and  had,  after 
which  he  asked  anxiously  if  he  looked  "  pale."  Wo 
had  to  admit  he  did  not  ;  indeed,  a  more  healthy- 
looking  and  redder-faced  man  I  had  seldom  seen. 
Hearing  that  all  the  available  ale  and  stout  had 
been  consumed,  and  perhaps  a  httle  ashamed  of  the 
trick  he  had  played,  the  wounded  man  settled  him- 
self comfortably  in  the  stern  and  went  to  sleep  ;  but 
though  he  slept,  we  were  still  frightened,  and  it 
seemed  to  us  the  wisest  thing  to  get  ashore  as 
quickly  as  possible  and  send  him  home  to  see  a 
doctor  and  be  put  to  bed.  So  ashore  we  went,  and 
there  we  half  carried,  half  walked  him  to  a  cab,  and 
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promising  to"call  in'the  evening,"went  off  to  arrange 
about  "a  doctor.'JlThat  ended  the  day's  fishing.  We 
had  taken  the  boat  for  six  hours,  and  we  paid  up  our 
six]half-crowns  and  wondered  what  sort  of  a  bill  we 
should  get  for  medical  attendance,  and  how  much  a 
cork  arm  would  cost  us  if  the  mariner  suffered  that 
loss.  Well,  we  didn't  see  him  again  that  night. 
Calling  at  the  house,  we  were  met  by  his  furious 
wife,  who  demanded  if  we  were  the  gents  who  sent 
old  Bill  home  in  that  state.  "  Was  he  very  ill  ?  " 
we  asked  anxiously.  "  111  ! — he  ain't  ill ;  he's 
drunk — dead  drunk,  that's  what  he  is,  and  you 
ought  to  be  ashamed,"  etc.,  etc.  We  left  the  good  lady 
feeling  that  if  old  Bill  died  now  it  would  be  her 
fault,  not  ours  ;  and  I  may  say  that  he  did  not  die. 
He  was  very  well  indeed  next  day,  and  anxious  to 
take  us  out  again  ;  but  that  was  his  last  trip  with  us, 
for  in  talking  to  some  of  old  Bill's  messmates  along 
the  beach  it  appeared  that  this  weever  trick  was  a 
favoiu-ite  one  with  him,  and  I  shall  never  forget  the 
shout  of  laughter  that  went  up  when  the  man  we 
were  talking  to  called  out  to  a  crowd  of  other  long- 
iihoremen  standing  near  by  that  "  old  Bill  had 
caught  another  weever." 

Well,  gentlemen,  I  said  just  now  tliat  I  would 
never  give  advice  again  ;  but  if  I  may,  I  will  con- 
clude my  paper  by  telling  yo\i  the  most  necessary 
ihing  to  have  when  you  go  a-fishing — and  that  is 
patience.    Whatever  happens,  be  patient.    My  old 
friend  the  poet  in  "  Secrets  of  Angling  "  says  : — 
"  Then  followeth  Patience,  that  the  furious  flame 
Of  Anger  cools,  and  Passion  puts  to  flight. 
As  doth  the  skilful  rider  break  and  tame 
His  courser  wild,  and  teach  him  go  aright. 
So  Patience  doth  the  mind  dispose  and  frame 
To  take  mishaps  in  worth  and  count  them  light, 
As  losse  of  fish,  line,  hook,  or  rod  or  all. 
Or  other  chance  that  often  doth  befall." 
And  now  let  me  thank  you  for  the  considerable 
patience  you  have  shown  to  me  and  my  little  paper 
of  "  Things  that  Happen  when  We  Go  A-flshing." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c, 

Beports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebat,  Remabks. — The  river  is 
a  good  colour  for  trouting.  Several  enthusiasts 
have  been  out  already,  but  have  not  been  rewarded. 
The  general  complaint  has  been  in  regard  to  the 
stream,  which  is  still  fairly  strong  in  the  open,  and 
decidedly  so  at  the  weirs.  But  every  few  days  will 
make  some  difference,  and  so  in  a  week  or  so  we 
may  hear  of  a  few  good  fish  being  caught.  The 
first  fish  that  I  have  heard  of  being  taken  this 
season  was  caught  at  Bell  Weir  by  Dr.  Startin,  at 
Egham.  The  fi.sh,  however,  was  a  small  one,  only 
scaling  2^\h.  It  was  caught  on  the  opening  day. 
At  Sunbury  Mr.  H.  E.  Lukyn  ran  a  good  fish,  but 
unfortunately  lost  it.  Up  to  Wednesday  (April  6), 
I  had  heard  of  no  other  fish  being  taken.  Several 
anglers  have  patronised  Shepperton  Weir,  but  only 
one  angler  hooked  a  fish  ;  that  was  someone  wading, 
but  the  fish  was  not  a  trout.  Molesey  Weir  has 
lilso  been  tried,  but  the  stream  has  been  too  strong 
there,  it  being  impossible  to  see  the  "pilot"  when 
a  little  way  off. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  has  been  running  in 

good  condition  here,  but  the  winds  have  been  very 
rough  and  cold,  which  no  doubt  accounts  for  the 
poor  sport  among  Thames  trout  during  the  holidays. 
Up  to  the  time  of  writing  I  have  heard  of  no 
captures  in  this  district.  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs  has  been 
trying  his  luck  most  days,  and  one  or  two  other 
local  anglers  have  been  out.  At  present  there  is 
no  rush  of  visiting  trout  fishermen. — Stanley 
Mead. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestersliire). — A  few  good 
trout  have  been  killed  despite  the  rough  easterly 
winds  that  have  prevailed ;  they  have  risen  very 
freely  at  times.  Mr.  Bartrem,  Mr.  Warne,  Mr. 
Walker,  and  the  Vicar  have  all  met  with  a  little 
sport,  and  the  fish  have  been  well  up  in  condition. 
At  Bibury  sport  has  been  very  good  ;  the  stream 
here  is  somewhat  sheltered,  making  casting  much 
easier. — Chas.  Powell. 

Da.rt  (Totnes  and  District). — Very  little  has 
been  done  on  the  Dart  during  the  Easter.  The  fish 
are  very  shy,  and  takes  generally  have  not  averaged 
more  than  a  dozen.  A  fine  salmon,  weighing  12  jTb., 
was  captured  in  the  lower  waters  last  week  by  Mr. 
Colin  May,  of  Staverton.  On  Good  Friday,  Mr.  E. 
Distin  landed  eight  trout,  and  Mr.  Ilevell  two  brace, 
and  on  Easter  Monday  the  same  anglers  had  small 
catches.  There  are  'a  pood  many  salmon  in  the 
stream.  The  water  is  big  after  the  heavy  rain  on 
TuesJay  night,  and  sport  should  improve.  A  good 
many  fish  in  the  Harbourne  were  on  Wednesday 
(April  G)  removed  down  the  stream  from  the  pools 


as  they  interfered  with  the  cleanliness  of  the  water, 
which  is  derogatory  to  the  paper  mills. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Cold  winds  and  heavy 
water  '  interfere  with  angling  on  the  Carey,  but 
several  fish  in  good  condition  have  been  creeled. 
On  April  2  an  angler  had  a  basket  of  just  over  a 
dozen.  The  upper  Tamar  and  North  Cornwall 
streams  have  improved.  Mr.  J.  L.  Pethybridge 
secured  a  fair  dish. — Devonian. 

Sden  (Carlisle). — The  river  has  been  in  a  most 
disturbed  state,  storms  and  floods  almost  every 
other  day.  Nevertheless,  the  spinning-bait  anglers, 
by  seizing  every  opportunity,  have  done  fairly  well. 
The  Yorkshire  anglers  have  had  seven  or  eight  out 
of  the  part  of  the  Corby  Castle  water  which  they 
rent.  In  the  other  part  of  the  Corby  waters  the 
keeper  has  killed  four  and  Major  Farrer  one.  At 
Warwick  Hall  Mr.  C.  Liddell  and  his  keeper 
each  had  one,  and  Mr.  Cookson  six  fish.  In 
the  Wetheral  Boat  pool  Mr.  Patterson  and  a 
friend  four  from  121b.  to  221b.,  and  Mr.  Rosenvinge 
had  three  and  Mr.  Rea  one  in  the  Little  Corby 
water;  Dr.  Murray  and  a  friend  three.  161b.,  161b., 
121b.,  and  Captain  Rhodes  one,  14lb.,  at  Arma- 
thwaite  Hall;  Mr.  R.  Scoit  one,  231b.,  at  Eden 
Grove.  Mr.  lllingworth  killed  a  trout,  31b.,  and 
Mr.  Farrer  one,  2  Jib.,  both  near  Wetheral.  River 
again  in  flood,  and  very  thick  to-day  (Wednesday). 
— Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Cold  winds  have  been  somewhat 
detrimental  to  the  operations  of  anglers  on  this 
river,  and  though  the  water  has  been  in  fair  trim 
during  the  week,  the  takes  recorded  are  only 
moderate.  The  catches  to  hand  are: — Mr.  S. 
Sleightom,  three  and  a  half  brace ;  Mr.  G.  Oldham, 
seven  and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  W.  Grierson,  two  and  a 
half  brace;  Mr.  Fletcher  two  and  a  half  brace;  Mr. 
J.  Grassam,  five  brace,  one  trout  weighing  over  lib. 
There  are  a  large  number  of  smelts  in  the  tideway. 
The  prospects  for  the  coming  week  are  fairly  good. 
Sea  angling  has  had  numerous  votaries  during  the 
holidays,  and  some  decent  catches  have  been  secured 
from  the  piers,  the  bottom  line  being  used  chiefly. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Barle  (Dnlverton). — ^The  Exe  and 
Barle  and  tributaries  were  all  in  flood  on  April  6. 
After  a  cold,  backward  .spring,  I  have  never  known 
a  more  opportune  rain  for  the  fly  fisher  ;  it  has 
come  in  the  right  season,  and  a  little  more  warmth 
in  the  air  will  suit  the  fisherman  and  farmer  alike. 
The  rivers  should  be  in  the  primest  condition  in  two 
days  from  now.  Some  125  big  trout  were  turned  in 
the  Exe  by  Mr.  Tracy  on  Saturday  last,  averaging 
over  |lb.  each.  Some  have  been  taken  full  of 
natural  food ;  one  had  eaten  a  mouse. — Blue 
Upright. 

XSxe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Average  sport  has 
been  obtained  on  the  trout  waters  generally,  but 
the  weather  is  still  very  boisterous  and  cold.  The 
best  sport  during  the  holidays  was  obtained  in  the 
Tiverton  district,  where  some  fine  trout  were  creeled 
by  the  many  enthusiastic  fly  fishers  in  that  locality. 
— Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). — For  over  a 
week  the  weather  has  been  hopeless.  Every  day 
there  has  been  a  violent  gale  blowing  ;  the  surface 
of  the  lake  has  been  like  an  angry  sea.  It  has  been 
impossible  to  keep  the  flies  on  the  water,  and  for 
days  the  boats  could  hardly  live  on  the  lake.  To- 
day some  extra  keen  anglers  insisted  on  having  their 
boats  taken  up  to  the  top  of  the  lake  ;  and  as  rowing 
them  up  or  tugging  them  up  was  out  of  the  question 
owing  to  the  furious  gale,  the  boats  were  loaded  on 
harvest  carts  and  carried  up  by  road,  and  then 
laimched  at  the  top  end  of  the  lake.  Those  anglers 
deserve  to  get  fish.  Mr.  D.  W.  Rice  has  done  well, 
having  taken  considerably  over  one  hundred  trout. 
Mr.  Malpass  has  made  the  best  basket  of  the  week, 
with  nineteen  trout  weighing  111b.  4oz.,  best  fish 
lib.  2oz.  Very  few  flies  have  have  hatched  yet,  but 
I  suppose  it  is  the  same  story  everywhere  else. 
Rainbows  are  doing  well,  and  all  the  fish  are  in  good 
condition.  We  want  a  little  sun  and  warmth  to  do 
well  — Long  Drift. 

Iiea  and  Tributaries. — The  public  waters  of  the 
Lea  are  closed  to  all  fishing  until  May  1,  when 
angling  for  trout  opens.  With  more  weather 
similar  to  that  experienced  on  Wednesday,  anglers 
should  soon  be  seeing  something  of  the  trout, 
which  promise  to  furnish  improved  sport  this 
season.  On  account  of  the  mild  winter  some  of 
the  roach  are  stated  to  be  very  forward  in  regard 
to  spawning  matters,  but  I  do  not  expect  much 
ova  will  be  deposited  before  May. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Iieominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being 
a  nice  level  and  clear.  The  weather  has  been  fine 
with  occasional  falls  of  rain,  accompanied  by 
very  strong  winds,  and  has  been  much  against 
angling.  Fishing  this  holiday  time  has  been  tried 
with  fly  and  worm,  but  the  cold  winds  have  been 
against  sport  ;  the  fish  have  not  been  inclined 
to  move,  and  it  is  thought  they  have  not  got  over 


the  late  snow-water  yet.  The  fish  taken  have  been 
in  poor  condition,  and  what  is  wanted  is  three 
weeks  warm  weather,  and  then  sport  would  look  up 
and  good  trout  should  be  taken  in  both  streams. 
Prospects  at  present  are  moderate ;  the  Pinsley  is 
clear  and  in  order,  fishing  in  it  quiet  as  yet. — 

GWYNNE. 

Otter  (Bndleig^h  Salterton). — The  river  is,  at 
time  of  reporting  (April  6),  in  perfect  order  for  fly 
fishing.  The  season  on  the  RoUe  estate  water 
opened  on  April  2,  and  many  rods  were  at  work. 
Sport  was  generally  very  fair ;  creels  of  from  four 
to  six  brace  of  trout  were  common.  As  usual,  the 
best  fish  of  the  stream  are  not  rising  much  at 
present,  the  average  of  those  taking  the  fly  being 
about  7oz.  A  few  trout,  however,  of  lib.  and  over 
have  already  been  landed.  The  rise  is  usually 
between  10.30  and  1.30,  and  the  flies  noticeable  on 
the  water  are  pale  duns.  The  Rolle  Hotel  here  has 
a  ticket  available  for  two  days  a  week  on  the  pre- 
served water. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — All  the  rivers  are  getting  in  better 
condition,  but  still  the  fish  do  not  seem  to  rise  well. 
Some  fair  baskets  have  been  taken  on  the  Dart, 
the  Tavy,  and  the  Walkham.  On  the  latter  river. 
Col.  R.  Exham,  C.M.G.,  amongst  a  nice  little  dish 
of  fish,  had  a  fine  trout  just  under  2lb.,  and  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  It  was  taken  on  a  small  Blue 
Upright. — William  Heardeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  Easter  holidays  have  not  been  pro- 
pitious, especially  from  an  angler's  point  of  view, 
as  owing  to  gales  of  wind  and  storms  of  snow,  sleet, 
hail  and  rain  very  little  sport  has  been  enjoyed,  and 
owing  to  the  great  depression  in  the  cotton  trade, 
visitors  to  this  neighbourhood  from  Lancashire, 
and  especially  from  the  Oldham  district,  were  not 
80  I  numerous  as  i  formerly.  The  netsmen  in  the 
Severn  above  Shrewsbury  continue  to  have  one  of 
the  most  successful  seasons  for  some  years,  and  a 
few  days  ago  one  of  the  nets  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Llandrinio  captured  a  salmon  which  scaled 
281b.— Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Bivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
weather  during  the  holidays  was  fine  generally — a 
few  showers  and  a  cold  wind.  Many  anglers  were 
out,  streams  and  rivers  in^good  condition,  but  sport 
poor.  A  few  small  trout  were  taken  from  the  tribu- 
taries of  the  Ouse  by  worming,  but  nothing  over 
14oz.  From  one  of  the  western  streams  a  brace  of 
trout,  of  ipb.  and  l|lb.,  were  taken  with  minnow. 
There  was  no  rise  and  fish  are  keeping  to  the  bottom. 
The  weather  on  Wednesday  was  much  warmer  and 
the  outlook  more  promising.  A  few  smelt  have  been 
taken  in  Chichester  harbour  with  ragworm. — 
George  F.  Salter. 

Taff  (Llandowror,  Carmarthen). — Fly  fishers 
have  had  but  little  or  no  sport  during  the  past 
week.  There  is  plenty  of  water  in  the  river,  but 
the  weather  has  been  very  cold. — H. 

Teifi.  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).  —  The  river 
is  very  high,  and  in  excellent  fishing  order  at  time 
of  writing  (April  5),  both  for  trout  and  salmon. 
Some  splendid  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught 
during  the  past  week,  and  good  sport  has  been  had 
with  salmon.  Prospects  good  for  a  week  or  more. 
— H. 

  (Llandyssil). — Nice  rain  has  fallen  and 

river  going  down  again,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week 
the  river  will  be  in  good  order.  Trout  have  been 
rising  pretty  freely  most  days,  and  some  nice 
baskets  were  brought  in.  Only  one  salmon  was 
caught  (14Jlb.)  and  two  sewinof  51b.  each.  Several 
fresh  fish  were  caught  last  week.  This  last  spate 
will  be  the  making  of  the  spring  salmon  fishing. — 
Vic. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
rurming  clear,  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order 
for  fishing,  but  the  weather  has  been  against  good 
sport,  and  during  the  holidays  has  been  against  fly 
fishing,  there  bemg  a  strong  wind  blowing,  which 
made  it  impossible  to  get  the  flies  on  the  water  at 
times.  There  has  been  a  good  few  anglers  out  this 
week,  and  they  have  used  fly  and  worm,  but  the 
takes  of  fish  have  been  limited  ;  only  a  trout  has 
been  taken  now  and  then,  and  those  landed  have 
not  been  in  the  best  of  condition,  being  lean 
and  flabby.  Good  sport  will  not  be  had 
until  we  get  warmer  weather,  when  the  fish  would 
have  a  chance  to  thrive,  as  they  have  not  got  over 
the  last  lot  of  snow  water  yet.  The  flies  to  use  are 
the  Blue  Dun,  Match  Brown,  February  Red,  Cow- 
dung.  With  worm  a  few  trout  have  been  landed  iu 
the  lower  waters.  Fishing  on  Monday  near  Ashford, 
three  trout,  .^b.  each,  were  taken  with  Blue  and 
March  Brown.  Anglers  have  tried  for  pike  with 
live-bait,  but  sport  has  been  at  a  standstill  this  week. 
The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear  and 
in  order,  and  a  few  trout  were  landed  on  April  4  in 
the  Corve  with  the  worm. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Teubtiry).  —  The  water  in  this  district  is 

still  running  clear,  a  nice  level,  and  in  fishing 
order.    The  weather  has  been  unsettled  and  some 
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rain  has  been  had,  accompanied  by  strong  north- 
west winds.  Fishing  during  the  holidays  has  been 
fried,  but  the  weather  has  been  against  good  sport, 
the  wind  hindering  fly  fishing  very  much.  The 
fish  have  not  been  on  the  feed  so  well  as  expected  ; 
there  is  no  doubt  the  cold  weather  is  keeping 
trout  back,  and  no  good  sport  can  be  depended  on 
until  we  get  a  few  weeks  of  real  warm  weather,  when 
.there  should  be  good  sport  had  with  fly,  A  few 
trout,  not  in  the  best  of  condition  as  yet,  have  been 
taken.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  in  order. 
The  Ledwyche  was  fished  on  April  5,  but  sport  bad. 
— Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbonrini; 
Kivers. — There  has  been  excellent  sport  on  the 
Wansbeck  during  the  past  week,  the  natural  Blue 
Dun  being  on  the  water  in  good  numbers.  One 
rod  alone  took  four  brace  of  large  trout  in  good 
condition.  Anglers  are  flocking  in  large  numbers 
to  their  favourite  localities  on  the  North  and  South 
Tyne,  and  judging  from  the  present  state  of  weather 
they  should  obtain  excellent  results.  The  annual 
meeting  of  the  South  Tyne  Angling  Association  was 
held  this  week  in  the  Shaftoe  Schools,  Haydon 
Bridge.  The  treasurer's  report  showed  a  balance  in 
hand  of  £15  17s.  7d.  It  was  decided  that  £5  be  spent 
in  restocking  the  river  with  trout.  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  season  were  then  elected,  and  votes  of 
thanks  were  passed  to  the  riparian  owners  who  had 
so  kindly  granted  to  the  association  their  fishing 
rights.  The  strong  wind  which  prevailed  during 
the  whole  of  the  Easter  Holidays  sadly  interfered 
with  the  success  of  those  who  had  the  courage  to 
turn  out,  and  up  to  time  of  writing  we  hear  of 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  a  good  basket,  though,  of 
course,  there  has  hardly  been  time  for  us  to  get  a 
full  report. — Henky  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Upper  Wye  (Llangnirig,  Montgfomery),— 
River  in  fine  condition,  but  a  little  coloured.  Good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  secured  during  ptist 
week  by  Dr,  Fairley,  Birmingham ;  Mr.  Tom 
Evans,  Newport,  Mon.  ;  Mr.  John  Andrews,  Mr. 
Moseley,  and  others.  Black  Lion  Hotel  absolutely 
full  of  sportsmen  and  visitors.  Weather  a  bit  cold 
and  stormy,  but  moderating  and  clearing  up.  Fish 
in  prime  condition. — A. 

tfsk  (Usk). — The  river  is  now  in  capital  order 
in  consequence  of  there  being  a  good  rise  in  the 
water  on  Monday,  and  there  should  be  capital 
sport  for  some  time  to  come,  especially  as  a  few 
spring  salmon  havo  been  seen.  On  March  31, 
Colonel  Morris,  of  Brynderwen,  landed  a  very  fine 
salmon,  weighing  301b.,  in  the  Llwyn.  Mr. -J.  T. 
Davies,  of  Castle  Hoase,  Usk,  killed  a  salmon  on 
Brynderwen  Flat  on  April  1  of  251b.  in  weight, 
which  was  netted  by  his  two  little  daughters.  °0n 
April  2  the  Hon.  Norman  Lubbock  had  the  good 
luck  to  land  two  salmon  on  Brynderwen  water  which 
weighed  241b.  and  141b.,  and  had  the  bad  luck  to  lose 
another.  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  Usk,  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  a  spring  fish  on  the  town  water  after  playing  it 
for  aV>out  half  an  hour.  There  were  a  number  of 
holiday  anglers  trouting  on  the  river  and  brooks  on 
Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday,  but  they  did  not 
meet  with  much  success,  the  river  being  too  thick. 
The  following  "  kills  "  have  been  reported :  Thurs- 
day, Dr.  Hackett,  four  and  a-half  brace,  weighing 
«lb.  ;  Mr.  E.  Bowyer,  three  and  a-half  brace. 
Saturday,  Mr.  Cobb,  three  brace;  Mr.  E.  Bowyer, 
two  brace.  Tuesday.  Dr.  Hackett,  six  brace;  Mr! 
Cobb,  five  brace. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).- The  above 
rivers  havfs  been  out  of  order  f  ir  the  fly,  therefore 
very  few  havo  tried  this  mode  of  fishing.  A  goodly 
number  of  fishermen  have  been  out  bottom  fishing, 
and  those  who  know  the  haunts  of  trout  havo  had 
fair  sport.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland  and  a  friend  fishing 
private  water  on  Thursday,  March  31,  took  five 


fish,  and  again,  on  Friday,  April  1,  three  fish,  all 
these  ranging  from  lib.  to  31b.  in  weight,  taken 
with  dock  grubs,  which  is  a  very  deadly  bait. 
Several  others  have  also,  landed  a  few  nice  trout. 
Some  of  them  are  not  in  the  best  of  condition,  espe- 
cially the  male  fish.  To-day  (April  C)  there  Ls  a 
thick  woodland  water  coming  down  the  Derwent, 
and  it  will  be  several  days  before  it  will  be  in  order 
for  the  fly. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent, 
Onse,  etc.  (Torks). — Anglers  during  the  Easter 
holidays  have  found  most  of  the  Yorkshire  rivers 
continually  unsettled.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Yore  the  waters  have  been  in  fair  trim  for  worm 
and  minnow.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  between 
Hawes  and  Middleham;  sport  on  the  whole  has  only 
been  of  moderate  character.  In  the  lower  reaches  the 
water  has  been  coloured  and  running  high ;  very  little 
doneatMasham,  Tanfield,  Riponand  Borough  bridge. 
The  Wharfe  has  been  running  in  fair  trim,  but 
rather  high.  During  the  holidays  anglers  have 
met  with  fair  sport  at  Burnsall,  Addingham,  and 
Ilkley,  the  best  baskets  falling  to  worm  and 
minnow.  Messrs.  Rose,  Ellis,  Culross,  and  others 
have  met  with  fair  sport.  In  the  lower  reaches  sport 
has  only  been  poor  at  Otley,  Pool,  and  Hare- 
wood.  At  Tadcaster  during  the  holidays  several 
rods  were  out  piking  on  Friday  last,  but 
sport  was  bad,  very  little  being  done  at  all. 
The  Nidd  has  been  running  highly  coloured  during 
this  week.  Several  anglers  have  been  seen  out  at 
Pateley  Bridge,  Dacre,  and  Knaresborough,  sport 
ruling  very  poor.  The  Derwent  has  been  out  of 
condition  as  well,  very  little  being  done  in  the  upper 
reaches  owing  no  doubt  to  the  rain  which  fell  during 
the  night  and  highwinds.  Several  Leeds  anglers  have 
been  paying  a  visit  to  the  reservoirs  at  Fewston 
and  Swinton.  Sport  on  the  whole  has  been  fair ; 
the  best  baskets  have  fallen  to  worm  and  minnow. 
Mr.  Watson  had  six  fine  trout,  heaviest,  Iflb. ;  Mr. 
J.  Hinchcliffe,  nine  trout ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Bazeby, 
four,  heaviest  21b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Newby,  eight  trout. 
Messrs.  W.  S.  Scott,  W.  Richardson,  and  others 
have  also  had  nice  dishes  of  trout.  Beyond  Burn- 
sall, in  LTpper  Wharfedale,  the  weather  has  been 
very  unssttled  and  rough.  W.  C.  Carter  Platts 
writing  me,  says  piercingly  cold  and  interspersed  at 
frequent  intervals  with  icy  rain.  The  river  was, 
rather  to  his  surprise,  in  fair  ply  for  fly  fishing, 
though  a  trifle  on  the  big  side.  In  spite  of  the  in- 
clement weather  several  anglers  were  out  on  the 
Kilnsey  length  and  above.  Decent  baskets  have 
been  sot  with  the  fly.  Partridge  and  Orange  and 
Winter  Brown  have  been  the  leading  flies  ;  dishes  of 
trout  from  half  a  dozen  to  a  dozen  have  been 
secured.  The  best  catch  has  been  one  of  eightesn 
trout,  taken  mostly  on  Partridge  and  Orange  by 
Mr.  Canadice  of  Kettewell.  To-day  (April  (5) 
is  blustery  and  is  very  cold.  Rain  fell  in 
torrents  in  the  early  morning.  The  Wharfe 
Swale,  Yore,  and  Nidd  are  running  bankful ;  in 
fact,  the  Yore  is  over  its  banks  at  the  time  of 
sending  this  week's  report.  Should  the  weather 
settle,  all  our  streams  will  be  in  good  trim  for  fly  by 
the  end  of  the  week.  Best  flies:  Winter  Brown, 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Orange  Partridge,  Snipe 
Bloa,  Snipe  and  Purple,  March  Brown,  Hackled 
Olive  Bloa,  and  Waterhen  Bloa.— John  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. —  Since  last  report  Mr. 
Dk.  Young  caught  a  spring  salmon,  weighing  161b., 
in  Langholm  water.  Kelts  are  still  in  abundance. 
Both  rivers  are  well  stacked  with  salmon.  In  the 
lower  waters  Major  Eraser  had  a  new  run  salmon. 
Several  large  fish  have  been  seen  in  the  mid-reaches 
close  to  Canonbie  Bridge.  Mr.  Wm.  Douglas,  of 
the  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm,  tells  me 
that  several  anglers  have  notified  their  arrival  in  a 
few  days  at  his  hostelry.  The  waters  are  in  fair 
order  for  the  fly.  Fishing  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the 
Esk,  Mr.  Bonar  landed  two  spring  salmon,  weighing 
19lb.  and  91b.  respectively,  one  in  Roland  stream 
and  the  other  in  the  Double  water  in  the  Willow 
Pool.  Mr.  D.  Young  caught  a  salmon,  weighing 
16^lb.,  in  the  Island  Pool  below  Langholm.  Owing 
to  the  floods  in  the  rivers  and  the  cold  drifting 
winds  combined  the  Sol  way  fisheries  have)  been 
yielding  but  poor  returns.  During  the  last  few 
days  a  number  of  nice  salmon  have  been  taken  at 
the  spring  net  fisheries,  and  several  fine  "  grey 
fish  "  were  netted,  weighing  about  201b.  each.  Bait 

Trout  and  Salmon  i'l.iKS.— One  of  the  largest  stocks  in  the 
kingiloni.  Special  attention  given  to  tlies  to  pattern.  Suitable 
selections  nmcle  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for  river  or 
lake,  Is.  (3d.  each.  Sultal)le  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  tine  undrawn  gut  easts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimouials  for  these 
easts,  including  one  of  Tfilh.  of  aea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  (id.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  tlrst  (|uality, 
9d.  each.—,!.  E.  Millkk,  Northern  Anglers'  Depfit,  ly,  Hew 
Station-street,  Leeds.  Telegrams  :  "  Piacator,  Leeds." 


fishing  opens  in  the  Esk  and  Liddio  on  May  1. 
Fishing  in  Netherby  preserved  water,  on  March  31, 
Mr.  A.  Johnstone  caught  a  salmon,  weighing  91b. 
Mr.  W.  Murray  landed  a  salmon  in  the  Association 
water,  weighing  191b.  In  Langholm  water,  Mr.  W. 
A.  .Jackson  had  a  dozen  yellow  trout  on  Friday 
and  Saturday  (April  1  and  2).  Fair  sport  has  been 
had  in  Mr.  McLellan's  portion  of  the  Netherby  water 
on  the  English  side  of  the  Double  Esk.  Several 
new  spring  salmon  were  seen  in  the  same  water  last 
Saturday. — G  ilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — Since 
last  report  the  weather  has  been  most  adverse  in 
every  way.  State  of  water  also  very  unfavourable 
up  to  the  present  (April  0).  Sport  has  been  a.s 
follows  : — On  March  26,  Mr.  George  MacDonald, 
Invercharron,  landed  a  71b.  salraoit  on  Mr.  Young's 
rod.  On  March  28,  Mr.  James  Henderson,  Brae- 
langwell,  also  on  Mr,  Young's  rod,  caught  one  of 
101b.  Since  then  river  blank  until  Monday  (April  4), 
when  Colonel  Piatt,  C.B.,  landed  two  salmon  of  81b. 
and  101b.  on  Gruinards  water,  and  Mr.  G.  J. 
Duplessis,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  Ardgay,  one  of 
101b.  on  Invercharron  water.  The  netting  com- 
menced on  April  1  ;  got  two  salmon  and  a  few 
trout  on  that  date,  and  the  same  on  April  2. — B. 

Dee. — Mr.  Byres-Leake,  fishing  Inchmarlo  water, 
caught  twenty-two  fish  in  March,  making  fifty-six 
since  Feb.  11.  The  river  has  been  very  low  and 
generally  in  poor  condition,  fish  coming  very  short, 
resulting  in  the  loss  of  forty-nine  fish  since  the 
opening  day. 

Iioch  Leven  (Kinross).  —  The  Loch  Leven 
Hatchery,  which  was  fully  stocked  with  ova  taken 
from  Loch  Leven  trout  during  the  spawning  ssason 
of  last  year,  has  produced  a  particularly  strong  and 
healthy  stock  of  fry.  These  were  about  three 
months  old  last  week,  and  the  streams  being  in  fine 
order,  they  were  turned  into  the  Gairney  and  North 
Queich,  the  two  principal  feeders  of  Loch  Leven.  The 
fry  numbered  about  280,000,  biing  fully  more  than 
usual.  For  nearly  a  week  there  has  been  a  storm  of 
wmd,snow,  and  rain,  with  a  bitterly  cold  atmosphere, 
while  there  is  no  appearance  at  present  of  improved 
weather.  On  April  4  two  anglers  were  forward 
from  a  distance,  only  to  find  the  loch  storm-swept 
and  discoloured  by  flood  water.  Notwithstanding, 
they  went  out  and  persevered  for  a  time  from  the 
shelter  behind  the  Castle  Island,  but  it  was  an 
absolutely  hopeless  fishing  day  and  their  efforts 
were  fruitless.  The  destruction  of  pike  continues 
to  be  successfully  followed.  There  is  an  absence  of 
the  large  fish  got  last  year,  which  appear  to  be 
almost  exterminated,  and  it  is  only  small  pike  that 
could  not  be  got  last  year  owing  to  their  size  that 
are  now  being  taken. — Robert  B.  Laing. 

IiOch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).  —  On  March  23, 
Colonel  J.  C.  Dalton,  R.A.,  one  salmon,  14lb. ; 
on  24th,  one,  18lb.  ;  on  25th,  one,  181b. ;  Mrs.  S.  C. 
Paul,  one,  131b. ;  Mrs.  A.  D.  Paul,  one,  201b. ;  on 
28th,  Captain  Paterson,  one,  151b. ;  Mr.  H.  Horwood, 
two,  161b.  and  171b. ;  on  29th,  Captain  Paterson, 
one,  181b.  ;  Mr.  Murray,  one,  171b.  ;  on  30th, 
Captain  Paterson,  one,  18lb.  ;  on  April  1,  ]\Ir.  J. 
Broad,  one,  171b.;  Mr.  J.  W.  Todd,  one,  181b.;  on 
2nd,  Mr.  Motherwell,  one,  181b.;  on  4th,  Mr.  A.  J. 
Walters,  two,  151b.  and  18lb. ;  Mr.Reid,  one,  181b. ; 
Mr.  J.  W.  Todd,  one,  101b.— H.  J.  Knight. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — Very 
unfavourable  weather.  River  getting  low.  Strong 
S.W.  gales.  Fresh  snow  on  hill  tops.  On  March  26, 
Mr.  Warrender,  Skelpick  Lodge,  landed  three 
salmon  on  beats  2  and  3,  heaviest  191b.,  and  Mr. 
Seller,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one,  on  No.  4.  On  March  28, 
Mr.  Warrender  caught  two  on  Nos.  3  and  4.  On 
March  29,  Prince  S.  U.  Merza,  Syre  Lodge,  had  one 
salmon  on  No.  2  ;  Mr.  Crocker,  two,  on  No.  3  ;  and 
Mr.  Seller,  one,  on  No.  6.  On  March  30,  Mr.  Seller, 
one,  on  No.  1  ;  Col.  Frier,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one, 
on  No.  2  ;  and  Prince  Merza,  one,  on  No.  3.  On 
March  31,  Mr.  Seller,  one,  on  No.  2;  CoL  Frier, 
two,  on  No.  3  ;  Mr.  Crocker,  one,  on  No.  5  ;  and 
Mr.  Combe,  Skelpick  Lodge,  two,  on  No.  6.  This 
makes  a  total  of  nineteen  salmon  for  the  six  days, 
as  compared  with  twenty  the  previous  week  and 
twenty-nine  the  week  before. — B. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee.— The  first  fish  of 
the  season  were  got  on  the  Lower  Invercauld  water, 
Braemar,  on  Thursday  last  (March  31),  when  Mr. 
W.  Entwistle  caught  one  of  71b  ,  and  Mr.  Hubbock 
another  of  81b.  A  poor  season  up  till  now,  and  the 
prospects  are  not  turning  out  what  was  anticipated, 
nor  will  they  till  a  good  Iresh  sets  in.  The  Prince 
of  Wales  is  not  now  coming  north  just  yet,  but  will 
likely  make  a  longer  sojourn  during  the  autumn 
months,  as  he  did  last  year.  On  the  Ballater 
reaches  Colonel  Edis  had  four  on  the  Cambus  O'May 
water,  scaling  5lb.,  18lb.,  201b.,  and  201b.,  but  here, 
as  well  as  on  the  Glentana  section,  the  season  has 
been  an  egregious  failure  up  to  date,  not  for  the 
lack  of  fish  as  the  lack  of  weather.  On  the  Aboyne 
section  Mr.  axid  Mrs.  Parker  Rhodes  and  Mias 
Rhodes  bad  an  occasional  fish,  but  nothing  like  the 
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sport  agoing  as  when  the  season  opened.  On  the 
Dess  water  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Laing  had  only  one  fish 
for  the  week,  while  one  was  got  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Walker, 
Oarlogie,  of  7ilb.  On  the  Borrowstone  section 
McPherson  had'four  of  101b.,  81b.,  7^1b.,  and  61b., 
while  on  Ballogie  Mr.  E.  King  had  five,  scaling  up 
to  151b.,  and  Mr.  S.  Hare  three  of  01b.,  81b.,  and 
101b.  The  Woodend  and  Cairnton  sections  fished 
very  well  indeed,  these  waters  being  deep,  holding 
pools.  On  March  27  Capt.  Dick  had  two,  61b.  and 
81b.,  on  March  28  eight,  running  up  to  191b.,  and  on 
March  30  six  of  average  weights,  while  Colonel 
Davidson  creeled  four  and  two  scaling  Olb,  to  81b., 
and  General  Stracey  two  of  6lb.  each.  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Pickering  are  now  on  the  Kincardine 
water  for  the  first  time  I  this|  season.  On  the 
Blackball  Castfe  water  Mr.  Hay  and  party  had 
twenty-one  fish  for  the  week,  but  on  the  other 
low  water  sections  there  has  been  a  considerable 
falling  off.  On  the  tidal  reaches  the  first  really 
good  baskets  are  being  made  daily,  one  or  two, 
including  Messrs.  W.  B.  Laing,  G.  M.  Mackay,  and 
others,  having  baskets  up  to  101b.  and  121b.  of 
most  excellent  fish.  Don. — On  the  Fintry  House 
water,  Esson  (keeper)  had  one  of  81b.,  while  several 
have  been  got  on  the  liintore,  Kemnay,  and  Breda 
waters.  On  that  tidal  excellent  finnock  fishing  is 
the  order  of  the  day,  one  angler  having  fifty-eight 
fish  at  one  tide  last  week,  very  few  of  whicli  had  to 
be  returned.  Ythan.— On  April  2,  on  the  Ellon 
Castle  waters,  Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  (America),  Aberdeen, 
had  an  excellent  day's  sport,  creeling  one  fine  salmon 
of  71b.,  returning  two  kelts,  and  adding  some  81b. 
of  Fea-trout  and  finnock  to  his  basket. — G.  M. 

Oich  (rort  Augustus). — Fishing  from  Lovat 
Arms  Hotel  on  April  5  Mr.  W.  A.  Dewhurst  landed 
a  salmon  of  161b. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.).— 
In  common  with  other  northern  rivers,  fish  are  very 
scarce,  and  conditions  very  unfavourable.  During 
the  whole  of  March  the  angling  tenant  landed  only 
two  salmon. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Although  sport  is  com- 
paratively poor,  it  is  quite  up  to  the  average  of 
northern  rivers.  Since  last  report  the  following 
sport  has  been  obtained: — On  March  21  Mr. 
Thornley  landed  two  salmon  of  131b.  and  Olb.  The 
rest  of  that  week  was  blank,  but  on  March  28  Mr. 
Thornley  caught  one  of  101b.  On  March  29  Mr. 
Pickworth  caught  one  of  91b.,  and  Mr.  Thornley 
one  of  81b.  On  March  30  Mr.  Thornley  landed  one 
of  81b.  On  March  31  Mr.  Pickworth  got  one  of  71b. 
On  April  2  Mr.  Fosbery  landed  one  of  81b.  At  the 
beginning  of  this  week  weather  very  stormy. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — At  the  time  of  writing  a 
big  flood  prevails,  and  it  will  be  two  or  three  days 
before  the  waters  are  fit  for  fly  fishing.  There  has 
been  a  nice  run  of  sea-trout  in  the  Solway,  and  the 
netsmen  have  been  doing  exceedingly  well.  Some 
of  the  Annan  netsmen  in  the  firth  have  had 
pretty  good  catches,  and  the  poke  net  fishermen 
nad  a  fairly  good  week  among  spring  salmon. 
The  Annan.  —  Some  fair  sport  was  had  among 
yellow  trout  in  the  higher  waters  on  Good  Friday, 
but  the  best  sport  was  had  on  Easter  Mondaj'.  In 
the  Northfield  private  water,  Mr.  Scott  was  fortunate 
in  landing  two  clean  run  sea-trout  of  2|lb.  and  1  ^Ib., 
both  taken  with  minnow  in  the  lower  end  of  the 
B^ack  pool.  Both  trout  had  sea  lice  adhering  to 
them,  which  showed  they  had  just  come  up  from 
the  sea.  In  the  Wamphray  and  Dinwoodie  stretch 
of  the  Annan,  Mr.  A.  S.  Campbell  landed  seven 
salmon  on  Easter  Monday.  They  were  all  kelts 
and  unspawned  fish,  and  were  returned.  An- 
other angler  had  four,  and  other  rods  had  also 
some  sport  among  kelts.  Several  anglers  had 
a  few  yellow  trout  with  the  fly  and  worm. 
The  Dumfries  Nith  has  again  beea  in  flood  two 
or  three  times  since  last  week's  report,  and  angling 
has  been  chiefly  confined  to  worm  and  bait 
spinning.  Odd  salmon  kelts  have  been  landed  and 
returned,  and  there  have  been  several  fair  creels  of 
yellow  trout  taken  in  the  mid  reaches.  Sport,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  been  disappointing  in  all  lower  sec- 
tions. A  few  anglers  fished  the  Cluden  and  Cairn  on 
Easter  Monday,  and  had  fair  catches  of  yellow  trout. 
The  Galloway  Rivers  are  to-day  (April  6)  in 
flood.  Very  little  sport  was  had  on  Good  Friday 
owing  to  the  unsettled  conditions  of  the  weather. 
In  the  upper  districts  on  Easter  Monday  some  fair 
creels  were  had  of  yellow  trout,  and  the  Carsphairn 
part  of  the  district  did  very  well.  The  weather  has 
been  too  unsettled  for  loch  fishing.  Little  has  been 
done  in  the  Aykshike  Lochs  and  Rivers  during 
the  holidays  chiefly  on  account  of  the  stormy 
weather.  — Heath  erbell. 

Tay. — With  the  exception  of  the  last  day  or  two 
the  river  Tay  has  been  in  very  good  fishing  order, 
and  fair  sport  has  been  obtained  on  one  or  two 
beats.  On  Tuesday  (March  29),  however,  the  river 
came  out  about  a  couple  of  feet,  besides  being 
somewhat  muddy.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the 
takes  reported: — Upper  Stanley. — Mrs.   J,  D, 


Humphrey,  of  Folkestone,  fishing  this  water  on 
March  24,  killed  two  salmon  of  231b.  and  201b., 
and  on  March  20  one  of  81b.  Lower  Stanley. — 
Fishing  on  March  23  Mrs.  Humphrey  had  one  fish 
of  221b.,  on  March  25  one  of  181b.,  and  on  March  28 
four  of  171b.,  171b.,  101b.,  and  141b.  Stobhall. — 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  fishing  this  water 
on  March  20,  killed  two  salmon  of  161b.  each. 
BuRNMOUTH. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  March  23 
Mr.  Henry  Peter's  boatmen  landed  one  salmon  of 
201b.,  and  on  March  25  two  of  201b.  and  131b. 
Battleby. — Dr.  Coates,  Salisbury,  fishing  the 
lower  beat  on  March  26,  killed  one  salmon  of  191b., 
and  on  the  upper  beat,  on  March  28,  another  of 
151b.  Pitnacree. — Lieutenant  J.  T.  Pearith,  fish- 
ing this  water  on  March  24,  landed  one  galmon  of 
251b.,  and  on  March  20  one  of  191b.  Loch  Tay 
(Killin  Preserved  Water). — Fishing  on  March  23, 
Colonel  J.  C.  Dalton,  R.A..  killed  gne  salmon  of 
141b.,  on  March  24  one  of  181b.,  and  on  March  25 
another  of  181b.,  while  Mrs.  S.  C.  Paul  killed  one  of 
131b.  and  Mrs.  A.  D.  Paul  one  of  201b.  on  the  hotel 
water.  On  March  28  Capt.  Wm.  Paterson  had  one 
of  151b.  and  Mr.  Murray  one  of  241b.,  while  on 
March  29  Captain  Pateraon  had  another  of  lOlb. — 
A.  A.    [Too  late  for  insertion  last  week.] 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  during  the  latter  part  of  last 
week  was  in  very  good  fishing  order  and  fair 
sport  was  obtained,  but  since  Monday  it  has 
been  almost  untishable  on  account  of  the  floods 
and  boisterous  winds.  The  following  is  a  note 
of  the  principal  takes  reported : — Stobhall. — 
Fishing  this  water  on  March  31,  the  Duchess  of 
Bedford  killed  two  salmon  of  101b.  each.  On 
April  2  the  Duke  of  Bedford  landed  one  fish  of 
181b.  and  another  of  131b.  Bursmouth.  —  Mr. 
Henry  Peters,  fishing  this  beat  on  April  1,  landed 
one  salmon  of  151b.  Lower  Stanley.— Fishing 
this  beat  on  April  1,  Mr.  J.  D.  Humphrey,  of 
Folkestone,  killed  one  fish  of  151b..  and  on  the 
4th  another  of  same  weight.  Battleby.  —  Dr. 
Coates,  of  Salisbury,  fishing  the  upper  beat  on 
March  30,  landed  ono  fish  of  Olb.,  and  on 
April  1  two  of  201b.  and  191b. ;  while  he  had 
another  of  141b.  on  the  lower  beat  on  March  31. 
Dalguise. — Mr.  John  A.  Park,  fisliing  this  water 
on  March  31,  landed  two  fish  of  20ilb.  and  151b. 
Lower  Dunkeld  Water. — Fishing  this  beat  on 
March  30,  Mr.  Park's  boatman  killed  one  fish 
of  leib.,  and  on  March  31  another  of 
18|lb.  River  Tumsiel,  Pitlochry. — Mr.  E. 
Berry,  fishing  the  Fisher's  Hotel  stretch  on 
April  1,  killed  two  salmon  of  151b.  and  171b. 
Loch  Tay  (Killin  Preserved  Water). — On  March  30, 
Captain  Paterson  killed  one  salmon  of  181b.  On 
March  31,  Mrs.  Todd,  one  of  181b.  On  April  1,  Mr. 
Broad  one  of  171b.  On  April  2,  Mr.  Motherwell 
one  of  181b.  On  April  4,  Mr.  Walter,  two,  of  151b. 
and  181b.  ;  and  Mr.  Reid,  one  of  181b. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Bavers. — 
During  the  whole  of  the  present  week  the  rivers 
have  been  more  or  less  flooded.  The  weather  has 
also  been  extremely  boisterous,  and  very  little 
encouragement  for  anyone  to  venture  out.  A  few 
fairly  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  secured  with 
bait.  The  largest  take  to  hand  was  181b.  of  trout 
caught  by  Mr.  J.  Hogg  on  Teviot  on  April  1,  others 
varying  from  31b.  to  Olb.  On  April  6  the  rivers 
again  rose  to  the  extent  of  four  and  a-half  feet,  and 
veryl  ittle  prospect  of  any  salmon  angling  this 
week. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  Kiver  (co.  Cork). — Weather  very  stormy 
and  cold,  which  was  greatly  against  angling.  On  the 
Free  water  F.  C.  Stenning  had  one  salmon,  iOlb. ; 
Mr.  Gillman  two,  91b.^  and  11  Jib. ;  J.  Maloney,  one, 
81b. ;  J.  Robertson  one,  lOJlb.  ;  W.  Bevan  one, 
9pb. ;  and  P.  Dineen  one,  8|lb.  On  Woodlands 
water  J.  A.  AUman  had  one,  111b.,  and  H.  E.  Stanley 
ona,  121b.  On  Frewens  T.  OUiffe  two,  81b.  and 
121b. ;  and  H.  Warren  one,  121b.  On  Cor  Castle 
Lord  Fincastle  (12th  Lancers)  one,  lOjlb.  At 
Bandon,  J.  Loane  one,  111b. — G.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Heavy  showers  of  rain 
and  strong  wind  from  the  west  prevailed  through 
the  week,  and  in  consequence  all  the  tributaries 
were  out  of  order,  and  the  worm  could  only  be  used 
on  their  lower  sections.  The  use  of  the  fly  was 
possible  on  the  top  reaches  of  the  Kellswater,  Braid, 
Clough,  Moyola  and  [Ballinderry,  where  gthe  flood 
water  runs  off  in  a  few  hours,  and  baskets  of  small 
trout  were  made  on  the  Blue  Dun  and  Sooty  Olive. 
The  main  river  rose  six  inches,  and  all  the  fronting 
reaches  are  out  of  order,  but  as  soon  as  the  water 
clears  sport  is  expected  at  Kilrea,  Mooanagher,  and 
Portglenone. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  Distriot.-^— Unpropitious  weather 
attended  the  Easter  holidays.  Whilst  the  smaller 
streams  were  up  bait  fishers  accounted  for  some 
fish.  The  Belfast  Anglers'  Association  has  at  length 
secured  the  angling  rights  of  the  best  parts  of  the 
Crossgar.    Two  keepers  have  been  appointed,  and 


if  necessary  the  constabulary  will  be  called  in  to  ■ 
assist  them,  as  the  acquisition  of  the  river  has 
caused  considerable  feeling.  This  week  2000  rain- 
bows will  be  turned  into  the  Antrim-road  Basin  by 
the  Ulster  Anglers'  Association.  The  basin  has  an 
area  of  twenty- one  acres  and  a  maximum  depth  of 
30  feet.— J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Tyrone). — The  river. is  toning 
down  after  the  floods,  and  the  weather  still  remains 
cold  with  north-westerly  winds.  Fishing  the 
Aughnalloy  reaches  on  Easter  Monday,  Mr.  W.  J. 
Moore  creeled  twelve  nice  trout ;  and  on  same  day, 
on  the  Torrent  tributary,  Mr.  George  Wright  creeled 
six,  heaviest,  I  jlb. — I.  A.  B. 

Boyle. — Since  last  report  "there  were  only  about 
ten  days  that  any  boats  could  get  on  the  lakes 
here,  weather  being  so  very  rough  and  bad ;  but 
any  boats  out  during  these  fishing  days  had  very 
fair  sport ;  in  fact,  I  never  saw  as  good  fish- 
ing on  Arrow  as  on  some  of  those  days.  As 
I  anticipated  before  March  17  our  first  fishing 
holiday  would  bring  a  good  many  out  ;  so 
it  did.  I  never  saw  msre  boats  on  Arrow, 
but  the  day  was  too  bright  and  calm.  I  only  got 
two  trout,  but  other  boats  had  from  two  to  four 
fish.  There  were  no  large  fish  got,  only  one  pike 
killed  by  Mr.  Geo.  Acheson,  of  Annaghloy,  34lb., 
a  perfect  beauty.  It  is  being  set  up  by  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Dublin.  I  measured  it,  and  its  extreme 
length  to  tip  of  tail  was  45in.,  circumference  25in., 
depth  lOin.  The  best  day  on  Arrow  was  had  by 
Mr.  L.  Ballintyne  on  March  25,  when  he  took 
nine  trout,  largest  O^lb.,  two  between  51b. 
and  Olb.  each,  two  between  41b.  and  51b.  each, 
and  four  over  21b.  each.  The  largest  trout  of 
the  season  so  far  was  killed  by  Mr.  Acheson,  of 
Annaghloy,  7  Jib.  On  March  28  I  was  on  Arrow,  and 
got  five  nice  trout,  large.st  Olb.  2o7..  Capt.  Ford 
Hutchinson,  same  day,  killed  eight  trout  on  Boyle 
river.  No  fishing  at  all  since  that  day,  weather  so 
bad.  To-day  (April  6)  first  nice  calm  morning,  and 
with  a  continuance  of  good  weather  we  will  have 
splendid  fishing  until  first  week  in  May.  We  all 
wait  then  until  about  16th  for  the  arrival  of  our 
Irish  coloured  drake,  which  we  hope  to  be  a  resord 
season  on  ths  best  May  Fly  waters  in  Ireland, 
namely.  Arrow,  Gara,  and  Key. — Geo.  Taylok. 

Bundrowes  (co,  Donegal).  —  Very  stormy  and 
unsettled  weather  has  prevailed  in  this  locality 
during  the  last  ten  days,  and  heavy  rain  and  hail 
have  been  falling  almost  continually.  Mr.  C.  J. 
Singleton's  fisherman  landed  six  spiing  salmon 
from  March  21  to  April  1,  of  101b.,  111b..  111b., 
121b.,  111b.,  and  121b.  Col.  Vernon  landed  two 
salmon,  of  111b.  and  81b.,  on  the  upper  waters  of 
the  river.  The  weather  at  time  of  writing  is 
settling,  and  prospects  of  sport  is  good. — M.  Rogan 
and  Sons. 

Erne    (Ballyshannon   and   Belleek).  —  Mr. 

Hamilton,  the  Masters  Crawford  and  P.  Rogan 
caught  fa  number  of  beautiful  trout  on  the  Ems 
during  the  last  week,  weighing  from  lib.  to  2|lb. — 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Eillamey.  —  Owing  to  unfavourable  weather 
sport  has  not  been  up  to  anticipation.  At  Glencar 
fair  sport  has  been  had  occasionally  at  salmon, 
which  are  plentiful  in  the  KUlarney  waters. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Lee  Biiver  (co.  Cork). — During  the  week  angling 
was  carried  on  under  great  difficulties  —  terriflc 
gales,  with  heavy  showers  of  hail  and  rain.  River 
has  been  very  high  and  unsettled.  On  Mashona- 
glass,  H.  Austen  had  four  salmon,  81b.,  lOlb.,  111b., 
and  141b.  On  Ashton,  Captain  Pulley,  three,  81b., 
91b.,  and  17lb.  On  Oakoirove  and  Carhue,  G.  M. 
levers,  four,  91b..  91b.,  lOlb.,  and  lllb.  At  Car- 
rigadrohid,  Mrs.  St.  Leger  Carter,  two,  7^1b.  and  91b. 
On  Nettleville,  H.  Welch  Thornton,  fourteen,  81b., 
8ilb.,  8pb.,  8^1b.,  9ilb.,  81b.,  81b.,  7^1b.,  5pb., 
lOilb.,  IHlb.,  ll^lb.,  151b.,  and  15jlb.,  and 
R.  Nettles,  threo,  lOlb.,  lllb.,  and  131b.  On  Nadrid 
Captain  Herrick,  four,  71b.,  81b.,  9lb.,  and  171b.; 
Somers  Payne,  B.L.,  four,  91b.,  91b.,  101b.,  and  161b.  ; 
and  James  W.  Payne,  three,  51b.,  71b.,  and  lllb. 
On  Rooves,  J.  Lyons,  81b. ;  Captain  SarsSeld,  one, 
7lb.  ;  and  M.  Lyons,  two.  On  Fargus,  General 
Dickins,  four,  9Jlb  ,  9Jlb.,  101b.,  and  ll^lb.  On 
Cronody,  Mr.  Rewardson,  two,  101b.  and  lllb.  On 
Castleinch,  J.  O'Brien,  three,  91b.,  91b.,  and  101b. 
On  Ardrum,  Colonel  Sillem,  two,  81b.  and  91b.  On 
the  Powdermills,  Major  Gardyne,  Gordon  High- 
landers, one,  7 jib.  On  Mr.  Bass's  water,  J. 
O'Donnell,  one,  91b.  ;  and  M.  Murphy,  one,  81b.  On 
Connell's  water,  J.  Forrest,  7  Jib. — W.  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Iiongh  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

The  weather  having  been  very  stormy  fishing  was 
suspended  for  most  of  the  week.  Only  two  salmon 
were  had — one  of  1211b.  by  I.  J.  Sullivan,  fishing 
for  Mr.  Mason,  and  one  of  9Jlb.  by  Ned  Dennshy.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Lough  UelTin. — Anglers  were  very  much  dis- 
appointed at  not  being  able  to  get  out  on  the  lake 
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to  fish  during  the  last  week  owing  to  the  severe 
storm,  when  some  good  sport  would  certainly  have 
been  had.  Mr.  St.  George  Johnston  landed  a  fine 
brown  trout  of  71b.  one  day  last  week,  but  only  could 
stay  out  a  short  time  owing  to  the  strong  wind.  So  me 
nice  catches  of  trout  were  got  in  the  sheltered  bays. 
Anglers  will  get  out  on  the  lake  this  week  a^  the 
wind  is  moderating,  when  some  good  sport  will  be 
had  amongst  both  salmon  and  trout. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Moy  (BalUua,  co.  Mayo). — The  weather  during 
the  week  was  very  bad  for  anglers,  heavy  rains 
and  showers  of  hail  falling  ;  the  river  got 
discoloured,  and  will  be  for  the  next  week.  Angling 
on  Lough  Conn  during  the  week  weis  fair.  Captain 
Ratcliffe  got  some  good  trout,  but  the  weather  is 
against  fishing  for  the  next  few  days. — John 
Devers. 

VLoj,  IiOuglxB  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  oo. 

Uayo). — Last  week's  report  being  too  late  for 
insertion,  I  herewith  give  it : — Lieut.-Colonel  I.  G. 
Macneece,  one  salmon,  91b. ;  Mr.  C.  Bolton,  one 
salmon.  131b.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  lost  a  clean  fish 
after  fifteen  minutes'  play.  Mr.  Scroope  landed 
several  kelts.  Some  nice  trout  were  got  on  the 
loughs.  During  this  past  week  heavy  storms  and 
rain  have  prevailed  here,  putting  the  river  out  of 
order,  but  as  I  write  (Aprik  5)  the  weather  looks 
settled.  H.R.H.  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught  and 
Capt.  Wyndham,  who  came  to  Ballina  for  salmon 
fishing,  only  got  one  kelt  and  hooked  a  clean  fish, 
although  every  facility  was  offered  them  by  the 
neighbouring  gentry  for  sport.  Both  loughs  also 
too  high  for  any  sport. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Slianuon   and    Longh   Derg    (Eillaloe).  — 

Most  disreputable  weather  since  last  report.  Sport 
bad  in  consequence.  Mr.  E.  Ernest  Wright,  Bir- 
mingham, killed,  on  Mr.  F.  J.  Henry's  preserves,  a 
salmon  of  201b. ;  Commander  Pollen,  R.N.,  got  on 
my  water  one  of  9ilb.,  and  on  same  water  hooked 
and  played  on  same  stretch  another  up  to  about 
I8lb.,  but  lost  it  when  close  up  to  the  gaff  through 
the  split  cane  rod  breaking  at  the  top  joint.  The 
weather  has  greatly  improved  these  couple  of  days, 
and  we  hope  that  things  will  soon  look  better.  My 
water  will  be  vacant  after  to-morrow.  Room  for 
three  or  four  rods.  Kice  chance  for  a  party  of 
gentlemen  and  ladies.  May  and  June  will  also  be 
to  let.  Full  particulars  on  writing  to  me. — S.  J. 
Hubley,  Killaloe,  Ireland. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).—  The  weather  is  very 
stormy  and  wet,  and  the  liver  is  again  rising.  The 
captures  .since  March  23  are  :  On  Doonass  Mr.  G.  C. 
William.s,  six  salmon.  21  Jib.,  33^1b.,  SG^lb.,  341b., 
341b.,  and  221b.  On  Hermitage  Mr.  \V.  Turner  killed 
one  salmon  of  311b.  and  Mr,  \V.  Piers  Jones  one  of 
3iilb.  On  the  Castle  fishery  Mr.  G.  W'.  Greenhill 
killed  two  salmon  of  401b.  and  14ilb. — John 
Enkight  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mnllingar). — 

Since  the  angling  season  of  1904  opened  there  has 
been  practically  no  sport  to  record  in  consequence 
of  the  continu€>d  boisterous  and  rainy  weather.  It 
would  have  been  almost  impossible  to  venture  out 
upon  the  lakes  as  it  has  haidly  ever  ceased  blowing 
half  a  gale.  I  have  not  as  yet  heard  of  a  single 
trout  having  been  landed.  In  fact  the  only  possible 
way  in  which  any  could  be  taken  is  by  night 
lining,  and  by  watching  an  opportunity  of  setting 
and  rising  the  lines.  These  are  often  miles  in 
length  and  baited  with  worms,  fish-baits  being 
illegal.  The  rivers  are  all  bank  high  or  overflowing 
and  the  water  thick.  Fly  fishing  is  at  a  standstill, 
but  trout  can  be  had  by  anglers  who  care  to  adopt 
minnow  or  worm  fishing.  I  have  only  tried  fly 
fishing  once  this  year,  but  with  poor  success,  taking 
only  four  fish  averaging  nearly  lib.  each,  and  each 
fiah  upon  a  different  fly.-=-T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanx  (April  3). — When  I  wrote  last  the 
weather  promised  to  remain  fair  for  fishing,  and 
several  anglers  were  out  early  in  the  past  week. 
The  water  was  in  nice  order,  and  fish  rose  better  in 
both  of  the  smaller  streams,  but  nothing  has  been 
heard  of  the  Rhone.  On  Tuesday  the  Colonel  got 
five  trout  in  the  Stockalper,  and  a  friend  also  had 
some  sport,  notwithstanding  a  cold,  strong,  up- 
valley  wind,  Greenwell's  Gloiy  being  the  favourite 
fly,  and  the  Coch-y-Bondhu,  usually  so  attractive, 
being  ignored.  In  the  Vaudois  water  another  angler 
had  several  runs  spinning,  but  did  not  beat  his 
recently  taken  lilb.  fish.  Here  also  some  good 
trout  rose  to  t?io  fly.  On  'iV'ednesday  the  weather 
changed,  and  there  were  heavy  snow  showers  with 
bright  sunshine  between  them,  which  had  not  the 
power  to  melt  all  the  snow  that  had  fallen  in  the 
♦alley  up  to  midday  on  Thursday.  This  mostly 
fed  to  further  fishing  engagements  being  cancelled 
or  postponed. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — W^e  have  had  such  cold 
weather  lately,  and  the  sea  so  rough,  that  boat 
angling  has  been  almost  entirely  in  abeyance. 
There  are  a  great  many  visitors  here,  and  we  long 
for  warmer  weather  and  calmer  seas. — H. 

Flymonth. — Fishing  has  improved  a  little  during 
the  last  week,  and  a  few  pollack  have  been  taken, 
but  not  nearer  in  than  the  Tinker  and  Knap.  Some 
very  fine  mackerel  are  being  caught  in  the  channel, 
and  some  that  I  saw  this  morning  were  in  very  good 
condition.  A  gentleman  whom  I  sent  out  to  try 
some  casting  with  a  rod  off  the  Rame  Head  for 
pollack  or  bass  was  not  rewarded  with  much 
sport,  but  he  caught  a  very  large  long-nose,  which 
measured  4ft.  3in.  in  length,  and  showed  him  some 
sport.  This  is  the  month  that  the  horse-mackerel 
usually  make  their  appearance,  and  they  are  met 
with  as  a  rule  until  the  end  of  September.  Turbot 
and  brill  are  considered  as' in  the  best  condition 
during  this  month.  The  list  of  edible  fish  include 
smelt,  trout,  peal,  salmon,  scad,  mackerel,  conger, 
eel,  ray,  pouting,  hake,  brill,  turbot,  dab,  and  all 
shell-fish.— Wm.  Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborough. — Pier  anglers  are  having  good 
sport  with  plaice  and  dabs  off  the  far  pier.  Plaice 
are  very  abundant  just  now. — H. 


Jlssoctaftons,  elc. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

On  April  13  Mr.  W.  H.  Barber,  the  secretary  of 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  will  give  a  lecture 
with  magic  lantern  views,  when  we  hope  to  have  a 
good  attendande  of  members  and  friends.  Our 
Harefield  Fishery  yielded  some  nice  roach  at  the 
close  of  the  season.  Mr.  Farham  one  day  secured 
a  bag  of  121b.  14oz.,  best  fish  lib.  2oz.  Mr.  Blagrave 
also  had  fish  up  to  lib.  3oz. — E.  B. 

Briny  Anglees'  Association. 

On  April  10  we  hold  our  quarterly  sea  competition 
at  Brighton — train  from  London  Bridge  at  8.40  a.m. 
Our  second  annual  sea  fishing  competition  (open  to 
all  England)  will  take  place  at  Littlehampton — date 
later.  Members  of  fresh-water  angling  clubs  are 
admitted  during  the  fence  months  without  payment 
of  the  usual  entrance  fee.  Twenty  new  members 
have  been  elected  during  the  last  fortnight.  Under 
the  chairmanship  of  Councillor  G.  H.  Shepherd  a 
concert  and  visit  on  the  South  London  List  will  take 
place  on  April  11  at  the  headquarters,  Lord  Nelson, 
Nelson-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — W.  Poole. 
Bbitish  Sea  Anglebs'  Society. 

There  wa.s  a  mild  irony  involved  in  the  con- 
sideration of  the  "  Spring  Sea  Angling  Season  " 
upon  a  day  like  the  Wednesday  before  Easter, 
when  a  terrible  rc'chauffii  of  all  the  bad  weather  we 
have  been  for  a  year  enduring  was  served  out  in 
more  than  liberal  fashion.  Thunder  and  lightning, 
rain,  hail,  and  snow  could  not  and  did  not  stop 
proceedings — in  Fetter-lane — nor  will  even  worse 
weather  stop  the  spring  angler.  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke 
occupied  the  chair.  Fishing  reports  were  scant. 
Members  have  been  trying  Ramsgate  with  better 
result  than  is  usual  at  this  early  season — quite  a 
number  of  codling  and  flatfish,  though  the  sizes 
were  small.  Mr.  Handley  drew  attention  to  the 
action  taken  by  the  Eastern  Sea  Fishery  Board  at 
an  important  meeting  held  on  Thursday  (March  31). 
They  decided  to  fully  support  the  Immature  Fish 
Bill  now  before  Parliament,  foreseeing,  as  they  did, 
that  failure  to  carry  the  Bill  this  Session  would 
inevitably  postpone  for  a  long  period  projected 
international  legislation  absolutely  necessary  to 
properly  protect  our  valuable  North  Sea  fishery. 
They  also  announced  the  delivery  of  the  new  police 
steamer  Protector  at  Boston.  Effect  was  given  to 
a  recommendation  enlarging  the  scope  of  the 
district,  which  will  then  cover  the  Norfolk  and 
Lincolnshire  coasts,  including  that  great  nursery 
for  flatfish,  the  Wash.  A  precept  for  £4000  to 
cover  the  financial  year  1904-5  was  issued,  and  a 
readjustment  of  the  finances  of  the  different  county 
councils  of  Norfolk  and  Lincolnshire  was  asked  for. 
The  secretary  announced  that  the  society's  rooms 
would  be  clo.sed  until  Monday,  April  11,  that  there 
would  be  no  meeting  on  Wednesday,  April  6,  but 
that  on  April  13  the  members  who  were  fishing 
together  last  autumn  would  provide  a  full  descrip- 
tion of  what  the  sport  was  like  in  the  South  of 
Ireland,  illustrated  by  photo  slides  of  the  boats, 
fish,  fishermen,  and  sim'oundings,  all  of  great 
interest.  The  addition  of  more  bookcases  was 
pointed  out,  and  further  donations  of  books  of 
travel,  sport,  and  natural  history  requested  to  fill 
them.  Assistance  of  members  was  asked  for  in  the 
filling  up  of  the  syllabus  of  the  next  six  months 
Wednesday  evenings,  which  would  be  shortly  issued. 
Information  as  to  new  stations  and  alterations  made 
in  tho  old  ones  was  asked  for.  The  subject  of  the 
evening  was  dealt  with,  '  The  spring  seaspi;  was  of 


course  admitted  to  bo  a  bad  one,  but  as  reminis- 
cences of  previous  years  wore  detailed  by  experienced 
members,  many  places  were  named  where  fish  might 
bo  taken  in  April,  May,  and  .Juno,  even  when  local 
authorities  had  said  it  ctjuld  not  be  done.  Of 
course,  the  fisherman  for  the  "  pot  "  was,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ton,  the  informant,  and  from  his  point 
of  view  was  probably  correct.  Members  received 
good  information,  and  were  determined  to  profit  by 
it.  The  south  and  west  of  England  wore  decidedly 
in  favour,  and  tho  Great  Western's  eight-day 
excursions  recommended  as  a.ssuring  a  week's 
sport — decent,  at  any  rate.  Weymouth  and  Port- 
land and  St.  Mawes  were  to  be  visited  at  Easter, 
and  the  rocky  bits  to  the  north  of  Landguard  Fort, 
off  Harwich,  were  declared  to  afford  good  sport  in 
April  and  May,  though  it  was  a  rough  bit  of  water 
to  fish  in.  Fair  codling  and  good  bass  fisliing  up 
as  far  as  Bawdsey  Haven.  Though  Easter  weather 
does  not  make  the  sport  attractive  to  the  weak  and 
to  the  old,  it  will  be  indulged  in  by  numerous 
members  upon  their  return.  A  batch  of  facts  will 
come  before  early  meetings  in  Fetter-lane.— H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 
On  account  of  the  Easter  Holidays  no  meeting 
was  held  on  Tuesday  last.  On  Tuesday  next 
(April  12),  Mr.  John  Dryden,  hon.  librarian  of  the 
society,  will  read  a  paper  on  a  very  interesting 
subject.  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  also  promises  to  give 
a  paper  a  few  weeks  later  on.  On  both  these  occa- 
sions visitors  and  friends  of  members  wUl  be 
cordially  welcomed. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
The  trouting  season  has  opened  well  on  the  Chess. 
A  good  many  members  visited  Chesham  on  "  tho 
1st,"  and  without  exception  all  secured  fish.  Some- 
thing like  sixteen  brace  of  fish  were  taken,  though 
of  course  all  were  not  sizeable.  Mr.  Gowing  landed 
a  fine  trout  of  exactly  31b.  on  the  finest  drawn  gut, 
after  an  exciting  twenty  minutes'  tussle.  Mr. 
Limd  took  one  of  lib.  14oz.  amongst  several  others, 
and  Mr.  P.  W.  Salmond  a  well-conditioned  one  of 
about  a  pound  weight,  and  the  hon.  sec.  a  brace,  the 
largest  lib.  4oz.,  in  splendid  condition.  The 
weather  was  not  altogether  ideal,  as  a  very  strong 
south-west  wind  was  blowing,  which  at  times  might 
have  appeared  to  be  coming  from  the  east,  so  cold 
and  searching  was  it ;  yet,  taken  as  a  whole,  it  was 
a  decided  improveme'nt  on  the  opening  day  of  1903. 
The  dinner  at  the  Black  Horse  next  Saturday  is  at 
7  p.m. — Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society'. 
Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided  on  April  6,  when  the 
destinations  of  the  cups  and  medals  for  the  past 
season  were  decided.  The  cup  for  the  best  fish  of 
the  season  went  to  Mr.  Attwood  for  his  pike  of 
201b.  taken  from  our  club  water  at  Barford.  The 
cup  for  the  second  best  fish  was  taken  by  Mr.  R. 
G.  Woodruff  with  a  carp  of  71b.  3|oz.  Mr.  H.  Dunn 
holds  the  challenge  cup  for  the  season  with  a  score 
of  11 J  points,  and  a  very  gratifying  and  noteworthy 
point  in  connection  therewith  is  that  he  put  in  a 
great  deal  of  time  on  our  Thatcham  Fishery  and 
scored  the  whole  of  his  points  from  that  place. 
After  the  foregoing  business  had  been  expeditiously 
transacted,  the  members  sat  down  to  the  match 
supper  provided  for  their  entertainment  by  the 
losing  team  (Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels';  in  the  vice-president's 
match.  Under  the  genial  control  of  Mt.  Jagels  in 
the  chair,  ably  seconded  by  Mr.  Hudd  as  vice,  all 
went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell,  and  the  company 
dispersed  at  a  late  hour,  resolved  to  hold  a  similar 
function  as  soon  as  the  Mundella  Act  would  permit. 
— G.  W. 


WHEN  JAPAN  BECAME  A  WORLD 
POWER. 


It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  the  present  standards 
of  civilisation  that  a  consideration  of  Japan  as  a 
world  power  requires  special  attention  to  miUtary 
and  naval  affairs.  It  is  rather  a  strange  coincidence 
that  it  was  not  imtil  little  Japan  in  1894  showed 
that  she  could  easily  overcome  immense  China  that 
the  '■  Great  Powers  "  were  willing  to  revise  their 
treaties  with  her  on  terms  of  equality  and  admit 
her  to  the  comity  of  nations.  And  it  is  another 
strange  coincidence  that  it  was  the  Boxer  troubles 
which  gave  Japan  another  opportunity  to  display 
the  efficiency  of  her  military  and  naval  organisations, 
and  win  such  laurels  side  by  side  with  troops  of  the 
other  Powers,  that  Great  Britain,  the  mightiest  of 
them  all,  abandoned  her  time-honoiu-ed  policy  of 
"  splendid  isolation  "  and  sought  Japan's  assistance 
by  means  of  the  Anglo-Japanese  Alhance.  It  is 
not,  however,  to  be  imagined  that  Great  Britain 
overlooked  or  ignored  Japan's  other  elements  of 
power  ;  but  it  is  quite  evndent  that  the  letter's 
miUtary  and  naval  efficiency  made  a  great  impression 
on  the  former. — From  "  A  Handbook  of  Modem 
Japan,"  by  Ernest  W.  Clement. 
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"  The  pessimist  stops  at  every  sewer  to  smell  con- 
scientiously the  evil  odours." — A.  Cantoni. 


"  Brown  Owl"  WTites; — "  On  Monday,  March  28, 
that  well-known  comedian,  Mr.  Chris  Richards — 
who  has  recently  been  staying  in  Birmingham — 
caught  a  magnificent  trout  in  the  River  Bourne, 
near  Shnstoke.  The  fish  weighed  2flb.,  was  in 
capital  condition,  and  was  victimised  by  the  artificial 
minnow." 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Association 
will  he  held  on  Monday  evening,  April  11,  at  the 
Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane,  Barbican,  E.G. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  April 
11,  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Co  vent 
Garden. 


One  of  Messrs.  Gamage's  numerous  customers 
ordered  a  complete  pike  outfit — rod,  reel,  lines, 
hooks,  etc. — as  he  was  about  to  embrace  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  few  days'  fishing  in  a  private  water  in 
Norfolk.  When  told  live-bait  could  be  had  of 
almost  every  fishing-tackle  dealer,  he  said,  "  What 
about  these  gold-fisli  in  yoiu-  aquarium  ?  I  have 
heard  that  they  are  an  excellent  bait."  He  bought 
half-a-dozen,  and  was  successful  in  capturing  six 
fish  in  one  day,  largest  21^1b.  I  saw  the  fish  in  the 
flesh,  and  when  returned  from  the  taxidermist's  it 
may  be  seen  at  Messrs.  Gamage's  emporium. 
Thames  dace  dealers  must  look  to  their  laurels. 


The  Colebrook  Angling  Society  have  arranged 
their  annual  dinner  for  Wednesday,  April  27,  at 
lieadquarters. 


The  Nith. 

Fairest  of  streams,  and  fondest  to  my  heart 

The  far  heard  music  of  thy  falls  and  rills. 

That  in  the  summer  silence  soothes  and  stills. 

Dear  native  Nith  !  together  or  apart, 

A  constant  charm  and  happiness  thou  art. 

To  all  whom  heavenly  beauty  warms  and  thrills  : 

From  thy  pure  fount  in  green  Kirkconnel  hills, J 

To  where  thy  waters  into  Solway  dart. 

Criffel  and  Skiddaw  from  their  clouds  stoop  down. 

And  greet  thy  coming  with  a  welcome  look. 

Pleased  to  behold  that  thou  no  wrong  canst  brook  : 

Loved  by  the  Muses  and  of  old  renown. 

Since  here  the  Bruce  his  spear  for  freedom  shook 

And  Burns  rests  hallowed  in  thy  lovely  town. 

— Thomas  McKie. 


Mr.  W.  a.  Shaw  contributes  the  following 
instance  of  maternal  love  to  Nature  Notes  : — "  La.st 
spring,  after  a  gorse  patch  had  been  fired  at  Yelver- 
toft,  a  hen  blackbird  was  found  dead  with  the 
feathers  burnt  off  her  back,  having  refused  to  leave 
her  helpless  offspring." 


"  I  don't  need  nothing,"  said  the  lady  when  she 
opened  the  door  in  response  to  a  ring,  and  foimd  a 
pedlar  there.  "  Pardon  me,  madam,"  he  replied, 
"  but  I  think  you  do  need  a  grammar.  I'm  sorry 
I  don't  carry  them  with  me.    Good  morning." 


I  HAVE  been  asked  by  "  Novice  "  the  best  way  to 
go  about  collecting  an  angling  library.  He  says  he 
intends  having  every  work  that  has  ever  been  pub- 
lished-on  the  "  gentle  art."  I  have  sent  him  a  long 
list  to  select  from,  and  wished  him  success.  I 
happened  to  mention  this  to  a  friend  (?)  He  said, 
"  Shall  I  tell  you  how  I  managed  it  ?  It  was  like 
this.  When  I  was  young  I  bought  books  and  lent 
them.    Now  I  borrow  books  and  keep  them." 


"  Out  after  hours  again,  hey  ?  "  said  the  father. 
"  Only  ten  minutes  late,"  replied  his  son.  "  Well, 
go  at  once  to  your  room,  sir,  lock  yourself  in,  and 
bring  me  the  key.  This  thoughtlessness  must  be 
checked." 


"  One  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer."  There 
are  many  "  yarns  "  us  poor  anglers  are  asked  to 
swallow — I  mean  real  yarns — but  the  following  is 
true ;  it  appeared  in  the  Oentlemen's  Magazine, 
1738  : — "  A  boy  having  swallowed  a  fish-hook,  en- 
deavoured to  pull  it  with  the  lino,  ))ut  without  effect, 
a«  it  was  fast.  Surgeons  could  give  him  no  assis- 
tance, until  making  a  small  hole  in  a  leaden  bullet  ; 
the  line  being  put  through  it,  he  swallowed  it,  which 
running  down  the  line,  by  its  weight  loosened  the 
hook  from  its  hold,  which  wa.s  then  drawn  up  with 
ease." 


Tiie  Walworth  Waltonians  (ev-er  foremost  in  the 
cause  of  benevolence)  have  organised  a  grand 
Bohemian  concert,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society,  to  be  held  at  the  Surrey  IMnsonic 
Hall,  Camberwell  New  Road,  on  Monday  evening, 
April  11.  In  addition  to  a  very  large  number  of 
lady  and  gentlemen  artists,  the  "  Hudson  Barber 
Combination  "  and  the  Morley  College  Choir  have 
kindly  consented  to  appear.  Mr.  C.  William  Tagg 
will  preside.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  on  applica- 
tion to  tlie  lion,  sec,  Solborne  Hotel,  Solborno-road, 
Denmark  Hill. 


Fond  Matron  (to  her  youngest,  r^tat.  seven) : 
"  Oh,  Bobbie,  Bobbie  !  Look  at  the  state  you  are 
in.  Your  collar  is  quite  wet  and  your  socks  are  full 
of  mud.  Is  it  possible  that  you  have  been  fishing 
wlien  I  told  you  I  would  not  allow  it  ?  "  Bobbie  : 
"  There  you  are  !  That's  just  like  a  woman  ; 
always  trying  to  find  out  how  a  man  spends  his  time 
when  he's  away  from  home.  You  may  try  it  on 
with  Pa,  but  I'm  not  going  to  stand  it,  so  there  !  " 


Mr.  G.  Merry,  10,  Bath-buildings,  Baldwin- 
street,  City-road,  E.G.,  will  be  pleased  to  restore 
the  property  lost  on  March  27,  after  leaving  the 
A.B.S.  competition.  An  angler  by  mistake  had 
taken  a  roach-pole,  and  left  his  rod  and  umbrella  in 
its  place,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Fishing  Gazette  will 
sustain  its  reputation  as  a  lost  property  medium. 


"America  Abroad" — that  is  the  title  of  a 
clever  little  "  annual  handbook  for  American 
travellers,"  published  at  8  and  0,  Essex-street, 
Strand,  and  the  price  is  but  sixpence.  The  Lon- 
doner who  does  not  know  his  London — alas  !  there 
are  thousands  of  such — will  find  in  this  little  book 
"  a  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend."  It  is  edited  by 
J.  W.  Gundall,  and  well  illustrated  with  capital 
photographs.  "Where  to  buy  in  London"  is  a 
capital  feature.  I  notice  a  warm  appreciation  of 
the  '  Arcadia  Mixture,"  that  lovely  brand  of 
tobacco  which  J.  M.  Barrie  has  lauded  under  the 
title  of  "  My  Lady  Nicotine."  But  what  is  the  use 
of  recommending  this  ?  Men  who  buy  it  only  burn 
it.  But,  oh  !  as  Barrie  points  out,  it  is  a  burnt 
offering  grateful  to  the  gods. 


"  What  is  a  bite  ?  "    Thus  the  angler  reflected. 

Day-long  he'd  toiled  on  the  banks  of  the  Dee. 
Home  with  his  "  catch  "  he  wovild  soon  be  expected — 

"  Had  I  that  bite,  O  !  how  happy  I'd  be  !  " 


Mr.  Sidney  Anoell,  who  has  had  over  fifteen 
years'  residence  and  travel  in  Japan,  will  (for  the 
first  time  in  England)  deliver  a  lecture,  entitled, 
"Fifteen  Years  in  Japan:  the  Story  of  Old  and 
Now  Japan,"  at  Andarton's  Hotel,  Fleet-street, 
E.G.,  on  Thursday  evening,  April  14.  A  great  treat 
is  in  store  for  those  who  can  be  present  (commence 
8.15  p.m.)  ;  tickets  can  be  obtained  at  the  Press 
Bureau,  6.  Whitefriars-street,  E.G.  To  be 
"Japanned"  is  quite  equal  to  being  "French 
polished,"  and  those  who  would  like  to  know 
more  of  the  lively  little  Jap  will  be  entertained 
with  Stories,  Impressions,  Customs,  tViews,  Inci- 
dents, Wit,  Humour,  Superstitions,  Births,  Wed- 
dings, and  Funerals.  Never  mind  the  "Funerals" 
— carriages  may  be  ordered  for  ten  o'clock. 


Yet  another  invite  !  This  time  to  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Anghng  Society, 
which  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  19, 
at  the  Woolpack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E. 
The  covers  will  bo  removed  at  8.30  sharp.  Coun- 
cillor G.  H.  Shepherd  is  the  host  of  this'  progressive 
society,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  (of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  London,  Angling  Clubs)  is  the  hon.  sec.  Mr. 
T.  Grumplen  ("Old  Izaak")  \vi\l  preside,  and  a 
very  pleasant  evening  is  guaranteed. 


One  Monday  morning  a  city  clerk  applied  to  his 
superior  for  permission  to  be  absent  forty-eight 
hours,  and  received  an  affirmative  reply.  However, 
he  did  not  appear  the  whole  of  the  week.  On  the 
following  Monday  he  reappeared  at  the  usual  hovu". 
"  Well,  sir,"  demanded  the  cliief,  "  why  have  you 
stayed  away  all  the  week  ?  "  "  You,  sir,"  replied 
the  clerk,  "  gave  rrie  permission."  "  I  ?  "  cried  the 
chief ;  "  I  never  gave  you  leave  to  stop  away  a 
week.  I  gave  you  permission  for  forty-eight  hours 
only,  and  not  for  six  days  !  "  "  I  beg  your  pardon, 
sir,"  answered  the  young  man.  "  I  have  only  taken 
the  exact  time  which  you  granted  mo.  We  work 
hero  eight  hours  a  day  ;  six  times  eight  are  forty- 
eight  !  I  certainly  had  no  occasion  to  ask  your  per- 
mission for  the  night,  any  more  than  for  the  hours 
which  I  do  not  come  to  business."  Tliis  was  logic, 
but  he  must  not  try  it  on  again  when  he  wants  a  bit 
of  fishing, 


Dr.  M'Culloch,  of  Edinburgh,  ascertained  thafci 
the  antiseptic  quality  of  sugar  is  sufficient  to  preserve! 
fish  in  most  excellent  condition.  He  states  thatl 
this  substance  is  so  active  that  fish  may  be  pre-l 
served  in  a  dry  state,  and  perfectly  fresh,  by  means' 
of  sugar  alone,  and  even  with  a  very  small  quantity 
of  it.  He  has  thus  kept  salmon,  whiting,  and  cod 
for  an  indefinite  length  of  time  ;  and  by  this  simple 
means  fresh  fish  may  be  kept  in  that  state  some 
days,  so  as  to  be  as  good  when  boiled  as  when  just 
caught.  It  is  added  that  if  dried  and  kept  free 
from  mouldinoss,  there  seems  no  limit  to  their  pre- 
servation, and  they  are  much  better  this  way  than- 
wlien  salted.  The  sugar  gives  no  disagreeable 
taste.  This  process  is  particularly  valuable  in 
making  what  is  called  kippered  salmon ;  and  the' 
fish  pro.served  in  this  manner  are  far  superior  in 
quality  and  flavour  to  those  which  are  salted  or 
smoked.  If  desired,  as  much  salt  may  bo  used  as 
to  give  the  taste  that  may  be  required  ;  but  this 
substance  does  not  conduce  to  their  preservation. 
In  tho  preparation  it  is  barely  necessary  to  open  the 
fish,  and  to  apply  the  sugar  in  tho  muscular  part, 
placing  it  in  a  horizontal  position  for  two  or  three 
days  that  this  suVjstance  may  penetrate.  After 
this  it  may  be  dried,  and  it  is  only  further  necessary 
to  wipe  and  ventilate  it  occasionally  to  prevent 
mouldiness.  A  table-spoonful  of  brown  sugar  is 
sufficient  in  this  manner  for  a  salmon  of  51b.  or  61b. 
weight,  and  if  salt  is  desired,  a  teaspoonful  or  more 
may  be  added.  Saltpetre  may  be  used  instead,  in 
the  same  proportion  if  it  is  desired  to  make  the 
kipper  hard. 

Sir  Boyle  Roche,  in  accounting  for  the  pros- 
perity of  the  Dublin  fishmongers,  said  that  they 
went  "  down  to  Ringsend  when  the  boat  came  in, 
bought  the  fish  for  half  nothing,  and  sold  them  for 
twice  as  much." 


By  the  Sea. 
There's  a  charm  by  the  sea  which  we  find  not  else- 
where. 

In  the  grandeur  of  billows  that  roll ; 
There,  away  from  Humanity's  frettings  and  care. 

Doth  Nature  commune  with  the  soul.  ) 
The  vessels  pass  on  o'er  the  limitless  blue,  j 

From  the  shine  into  shadow  again,  i 
Like  phantoms  of  hope  o'er  the  ocean  of  life,  T 

Ever  passing  from  pleasure  to  pain.  1 
And  naught  that  is  base  or  contemptible,  mean,  ' 

On  its  grand  heaving  bosom  leaves  trace. 
From  the  thraldom  of  custom  the  wearied  and  worn 

Find  freedom  and  breathing  and  spoce. 
There's  a  charm  by  the  sea  which  we  find  not  else- 
where, 

There  is  music,  there's  beauty  alone  ; 
From  the  whisper  of  calm  to  the  fury  of  storm,  | 
Each  mood  hath  a  charm  of  its  own.  j 

— PhCEBE  STArFORD. 


A  New  York  "fish  doctor"  says  the  most  commoa 
ailment  of  fish  in  captivity  is  gout.  This  he  cures 
by  a  surgical  operation  lasting  five  minutes,  during 
most  of  which  time  the  fish  must  be  out  of  the 
water.  Obesity  arising  from  over-feeding  is  treated 
with  castor  oil  administered  with  a  feather,  and 
dyspeptics  are  dosed  with  nux  vomica.  Fish,  he 
adds,  are  grateful  patients,  and  after  being  cured 
recognise  their  benefactor  for  a  long  time. 


Is  March  that  dry,  dusty,  and  windy  month  which 
universal  weather  lore  says  it  is  ?  There  is  no  very 
clear  record  on  the  subject.  The  average  rainfall 
for  the  last  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  centiu-y  was 
2.08in.  ;  that  for  the  whole  year  25.82in.  Now, 
2.08in.  is  a  httle  less  than  one-twelfth  of  25.82in. ; 
but  the  difference  is  not  great.  Last  year  just  2in. 
of  rain  fell  in  March,  while  1 .62in.  fell  in  March,  1902, 
and  2.07in.  in  March,  1901.  The  new  century  is 
not  endorsing  the  dry,  cold  weather  idea.  On  the 
other  hand,  prior  to  1875,  the  character  of  March 
seems  on  all  the  records  to  have  included  very 
remarkable  droughts.  In  1828  the  month  was 
almost  rainless,  0.86in.  in  all  was  recorded,  and 
nearly  all  fell  on  two  wet  days.  In  1 829  only  0.  GOin. 
fell  in  March,  in  18.34  only  0.62in.,  in  1837  only! 
0.45in.,  and  1854  only  0.36in.  March,  1840,  wa^ 
practically  rainless,  and  so  was  March,  1843,  1847, 
1849,  1850,  and  1852.  There  has  been  a  veritable 
change  in  March  weather  since  about  the  year  1875, 

Fine  voices,  says  an  evening  paper,  are  seldonj 
found  in  a  country  where  fish  or  meat  diet  prevaila 
Those  Italians  who  eat  the  most  fish  (those  oi 
Naples  and  Genoa)  have  few  fine  singers  among  them. 
The  sweet  voices  are  foimd  in  the  Irish  women  of  th« 
country,  and  not  of  the  towns.  Norway  is  not  fl 
country  of  singers,  because  they  eat  too  much  fish, 
but  Sweden  is  a  country  of  grain  and  song.  [Wellj 
this  surprises  me  !  Men  who  go  fishing  are  just  the 
fellows  to  join  in  "  a  catch."]  Dragnet. 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  large  number  of  our  members  have  been  out 
trout-fishing,  but  sport  on  the  whole  has  been  bad 
owing  to  the  high  north-east  winds.  Fly-fishing 
lias  been  very  much  off,  and  the  minnow  has  not 
been  very  attractive.  Some  small  trout  have  been 
taken  in  the  Shrewsbury  district  with  the  minnow, 
but  the  fish  have  been  on  the  small  side.  Reports 
are  to  hand  of  the  large  number  of  pike  that  have 
been  noticed  on  the  move  in  the  Severn,  and  in 
order  to  benefit  the  trout-fishing  this  class  of  fish 
would  be  better  out  of  the  river.  The  Severn  is  just 
now  in  splendid  order,  and,  if  the  present  weather 
continues,  there  will  be  every  prospect  of  good 
sport  being  had  ;  those  who  know  the  river  think 
that  the  present  season  will  be  better  than  what  it 
has  been  for  years  past.  A  good  few  of  our  members 
have  gone  into  Shropshire  and  Wales  for  trout- 
fishing,  but  I  have  heard  very  little  of  what  they 
have  done  so  far.  A  movement  is  on  hand  to 
increase  the  subscription  to  the  Birmingham  A.  A. 
Some  of  the  clubs  are  in  favour  of  the  increase,  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  scree  are  opposed  to  the 
idea  ;  but  I  may  say  that  the  large  influx  of  members 
demands  for  something  to  be  done  to  provide  both 
waters  and  fish  for  the  members,  and,  under  the 
present  circumstances,  at  the  low  subscription 
received  from  the  members  it  is  next  to  an  impos- 
sibiUty  for  the  Association  to  do  anj^thing  for  the 
members.  They  will  look  forward  to  the  annual 
contest  which  w-ill  take  the  major  portion  of  the 
funds  for  prize-money.  I  hope  that  the  clubs  will 
take  into  consideration  that  if  the  extra  subscription 
is  paid  that  the  money  will  be  used  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  of  the  members  of  the  Association.  Large 
numbers  of  our  members  have  visited  Bingley  Hall 
to  see  the  exhibition,  the  chief  attraction  being  the 
show  of  fish.  Anglers  from  a  distance  have  been  more 
than  pleased  with  the  show,  and  if  any  of  the  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  should  come  to  Birmingham 
I  should  advise  them  not  to  miss  the  exhibition, 
which  will  remain  open  for  the  next  nine  weeks. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Several  nice  trout  have  been  taken  in  various 
parts  of  b  th  the  river  and  canal.  Mr.  R.  Ibbetson 
had  one  that  scaled  21b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Woollas,  one  of 
lib.  lioz.  ;  and  Mr.  Whitfield,  one  of  about  lib. 
The  Easter  matches  were^well  attended,  but  the 
catches  ran  small.  The  Hull  Corporation  A.C. 
decided  their  first  match  at  Patrington,  Mr.  E.  Gled- 
hill  securing  first  honours  with  lib.  12oz.  ;  and  at 
the  Hull  Town  Association's  club  match  at  the  same 
place  Mr.  C.  Coleman  was  first  prize-winner  with 
lib.  lOJoz.,  whilst  at  the  Alexandra  A.A.  match 
Mr.  J.  Siddow  only  secured  15Joz.  for  first  place. 
The  best  catch  of  the  day  was  with  the  Albion  A.S., 
Mr.  H.  Spencer  showing  up  with  21b.  of  fish  for  first 
prize.  A  deep  sea  fishing  club  has  been  inaugurated 
in  Hull,  at  the  Rose  Hotel,  in  Sykes-street,  with  Mr. 
Arthur  Durden  as  president ;  and  Mr.  W.  Roper  as 
secretary.  The  200  rainbow  trout,  purchased  by 
the  Hull  Preservation  Society  for  their  Inglemere 
ponds,  arrived  safely  ,and  were  successfully  trans- 
ferred to  their  new  abode  on  March  29.  j 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  the  unpropitious  weather,  baskets  have, 
with  few  exceptions,  been  of  a  light  character.  Last 
week  on  the  Kent  Mr.  R.  B.  Lee  killed  some  fifty 
trout,  just  over  201b.,  with, fly,  and  he  also  ran  and 
hooked  a  salmon  with  minnow  on  a  small  trout  rod 
which  broke  away.  On  the  same  water  on  Good 
Friday  Mr.  Bland.  Kendal,,  killed  a  score,  a  few  of 
them  running  hard  up  to  lib.  apiece.  Other  rods 
on  the  stream  have  been  taking  from  half-a-dozen 
to  a  dozen.  On  March  31  the  Kent  Angling  Asso- 
ciation turned  down  2000  yearlings  from  the 
Wyresdale  fi.shery  into  their  waters.  They  were  a 
fine  healthy  lot.  Windermere  is  slightly  improving, 
but  more  settled  weather  is  badly  wanted  on  the 
lake  ;  in  fact,  it  would  have  been  dangerous  to  fish 
from  a  boat  for  the  last  two  or  three  days  on  account 
of  the  heavy  winds.  Trout  up  to  31b.  have  been 
caught  by  trolling,  and  up  to  l^lb.  with  fly,  but 
their  number  is  very  small.  Char  fishing  remains 
very  slack;  trolling  is  accounting  for  a  few,  and 
the  Lake  Angling  Association's  men  are  taking  a 
fair  number  in  the  nets.  They  are  in  capital  con- 
dition. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  weekly  report  from  the  Bollin  says  that  the 
weather  has  been  very  stormy  and  few  rods  out, 
too  much  water,  snow  water,  and  unnecessarily 
add.s  not  much  doing.    Rome  members  of  the  Old 


Trafford  Angling  Society,  trout  fishing  in  a  private 
local  water,  appear  to  have  done  a  kill ;  Messrs. 
G.  E.  Ashworth,  two  and  a  half  brace  ;  E.  Duerr, 
nine  brace  and  four  and  a  half  brace  ;  E.  Lunt,  two 
and  a  half  brace  ;  and  Miss  Coglan,  three  brace  ; 
about  a  dozen  under-sized  fish  were  returned.  The 
great  and  div-^srsified  preparations  made  at  Liver- 
pool for  Easter  would  appear  to  have  caused  more 
pleasure  in  making  than  in  carrying  out.  Local 
rods  out  at  Easter  report  disappointing  sport ; 
perhaps  the  best  catches  were  made  on  the  Ciwyd, 
eighteen  brace,  and  on  the  Elwy,  eight  brace  ;  and 
strange  to  say,  although  the  weather  was  so  cold, 
the  Red  Spinner  was  the  killing  fly  assisted  by  the 
Governor.  The  close  season  for  coarse  fish  is  a 
hardship  to  many  in  this  county,  because  coarse 
fishing  is  their  principal  sport,  trout  waters  being 
very  few. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

After  all  there  was  a  fair  turn  out  of  anglers  for 
Easter,  and  that  is  about  all  that  is  fair  about  the 
past  holidays.  Of  course  it  is  far  too  early  to  form 
a  final  opinion,  but  from  limited  inquiries  and 
reports,  it  has  been  a  miserable  time.  The  writer's 
own  lot  was  not  a  happy  one,  and  took  a  lot  out  of 
his  aged  carcase,  the  cold,  boisterous  wind  pretty 
nearly  drying  him  up.  One  poor,  weak  mortal  was 
blown  from  the  river  into  a  friendly  hostelry,  where 
a  steak  a  foot  square  in  some  measure  restored  him 
to  good  temper.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Royal 
Walton  Angling  Society  Mr.  Etchells  gave  an 
address  to  the  members  on  "  Izaak  Walton  our 
Patron  Saint."  The  address  was  thoroughly 
appreciated,  being  both  instructive  and  interesting. 
Speaking  of  the  "  Old  'un,"  reminds  me  that  in 
this  city  there  is  on  show  an  old  run  which  is  said 
to  be  Izaak's  roach  pole.  It  has  been  in  one  family 
for  many  years,  and  is  undoubtedly  very  old.  If, 
however,  Izaak  could  catch  roach  at  that  time  with 
such  a  primitive  and  clumsy  weapon,  the  fish  must 
have  been  far  easier  to  catch,  which  detracts  from 
his  ancient  reputation. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Unfortunately  for  our  holiday  anglers,  the 
weather  turned  out  wretchedly  unfavourable. 
Exceptionally  high  winds  raged,  and  at  intervals 
there  were  heavy  showers  of  hail,  ra'n,  and  sleet. 
The  tributaries  Greet,  Dover  Beck,  and  Smite 
were  running  in  very  good  condition,  and  trout 
were  taken  on  each  by  the  aid  of  the  bottom  baits, 
notably  the  worm.  The  fish  were  said  to  be  in 
fairly  forward  condition.  They  will  be  much  better 
in  another  month.  It  was  thought  the  Shardlow 
waters  would  have  been  subjected  to  a  trial  for 
salmon,  but  the  wretched  weather  kept  many  of 
the  subscribers  away.  The  river  at  the  period  of 
writing  was  low  and  clear,  and  highly  suitable  to 
the  introduction  of  the  various  kinds  of  trolling 
bait.  From  the  annual  report  of  the  yearly 
meeting  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  recently  held 
at  Derby,  it  would  seem  that  the  Board's  income 
for  the  twelve  months  amounted  to  £459.  This, 
however,  included  a  sum  of  £149  Is.  lOd.  brought 
forward  from  the  'previous  year ;  2054  trout 
licences  had  been  sold.  The  expenses  came  to 
£333  14s.  2d.,  leaving  [a  balance  of  £101  6s.  4d.  to 
be  carried  forward.  As  regarded  salmoning  the 
report  stated  that  the  season  had  been  excep- 
tionsilly  bad,  although  it  was  believed  there  would 
be  plenty  of  young  fish  to  descend  the  river  at  the 
proper  time.  Fly  fishing  for  trout  had  not  been 
good.  Bait  fishers  had,  however,  done  well, 
especially  amongst  grayling.  Coarse  fish,  generally, 
had  also  afforded  excellent  sport.  The  Board's 
district  was  now  declared  to  be  especially  free  from 
serious  pollutions  and  offences.  Pike  are  now  in  the 
thick  of  spawning,  and  as  most  of  the  backwaters 
are  extremely  low  and  bright  they  require  careful 
watching. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  in  all  the  rivers  is  in  capital  condition, 
but  the  temperature  very  low,  which  may  account 
for  the  trout  not  sporting.  Messrs.  Williams, 
Edwards,  and  Turner  had  a  day's  brook  fishing 
and  caught  seven  and  a  half  brace  between  them  ; 
two  others  caught  a  brace  or  two  in  the  Teme  in 
the  Maitley  district,  with  the  worm  :  others  did 
better  higher  up  the  river,  and  in  the  Herefordshire 
streams  still  nothing  like  a  good  catch  was  had  by 
either  angler,  and  except  a  brace  of  sea-trout  caught 
under  Diglis  Weir,  fishing  in  the  Severn  has  been  a 
blank.  The  salmon  nets. have  taken  very  few  fish 
this  week,  but  the  few  have  been  good  in  size,  and 
the  price  still  keeps  up.  One  of  our  noted  anglers, 
Mr.  E.  Cotterell,  landlord  of  the  Gloucester  Arms  in 
this  city,  has  passed  over  to  the  great  majority  ; 
his  death  was  very  sudden.  He  was  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Good  Intent  Angling  Club,  an 
ardent  sportsman,  and  his  death  rniist  be  regretted 
by  all  who  knew  him. 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  conditions  have  been  favourable  for  pike 
fishing,  and  anglers  have  made  the  most  of  the 
holiday.  Messrs.  R.  Lawson,  Liddle,  and  Place  on 
April  1  tried  the  Foss,  near  York,  and  had  good 
sport.  Mr.  Lawson,  using  small  roach  as  bait, 
caught  two  fine-conditioned  pike,  one  weighing  fi^lb., 
and  the  other  31b.  Several  parties  have  visited  the 
Derwent,  at  Stamford  Bridge,  in  quest  of  pike. 
Three  Leeds  anglers  managed  a  5-poundor.  The 
successful  rodman  had  a  'jurpri.se.  He  had  turned 
his  back  to  take  refreshment,  and  seemingly  in  his 
hurry  put  his  bait  the  wrong  way  on.  When 
returning  to  the  rod  he  discovered  that  the  51b.  fish 
had  been  caught.  On  April  2,  at  Stamford  Bridge, 
two  York  rodmen  hooked  a  pike  of  61b.  Local 
trout  anglers  report  sport  as  having  been  very  flat. 
The  proposed  amendment  of  the  existing  Fresh- 
water Acts,  which  the  York  and  District  Amalga- 
mation of  Anglers  are  introducing,  was  under  con- 
sideration at  the  meeting  on  March  29.  On  the 
same  occasion  a  resolution  was  passed  that  an  appli- 
cation be  made  to  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  to, 
if  possible,  pass  a  bye-law  prohiVjiting  the  taking  of 
bait  during  the  close  season. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  dvuring  the  past  week  has  been  gene- 
rally stormy.  Sport  has  been  much  retarded  in 
consequence,  and  lake-fishing  at  times  was  quite 
out  of  the  question.  The  weather  at  time  of  writing 
is  exhibiting  much  improvement  and  the  outlook 
brighter  all  round.  Brown  trout  fishing  is  becoming 
general,  but  sport,  except  at  a  few  places,  has  been 
below  the  mark. 

North  of  Ireland. 

On  many  waters  the  Easter  holidays  were  spoiled 
on  account  of  the  weather,  and,  taken  all  round, 
sport  was  indifferent.  The  last  batch  of  northern 
rivers  to  open  this  season  opened  on  Good  Friday. 
These  include  the  Roe  and  its  tributaries,  Faughan 
and  some  smaller  rivers  entering  Lough  Foyle,  and 
the  Mourne  and  its  tributaries,  Fenn,  Derg,  Strule, 
Owenkillew,  and  Camowen.  It  is  safe  to  say  that 
there  will  be  indifferent  fishing  till  the  weather  gets 
a  bit  warmer.  The  Lough  Neagh  pollen  fisheries 
are  doing  fairly  well. 


ilofcs  from  il)c  Wotif). 


The  Ythan  is  about  the  liveliest  place  in  the 
North  just  now,  and  the  baskets  being  got  are  most 
gratifying  in  the  extreme.  These  sea-trout  streams 
always  fish  best  when  other  pla3e3  are  all  out  of  it 
either  through  weather  or  water. 


Eighty  inches  of  snow  have  fallen  on  Ben  Nevis 
since  the  winter  set  in.  This,  of  course,  is  at  the 
top,  but  lesser  hills  are  coated  in  like  proportion, 
and  hail,  rain,  sleet,  and  snow  are  the  character- 
istics of  these  upland  climates. 


Mr.  Stewart,  Forre^,  who  rents  the  Findhorn 
(tidal),  has  added  some  more  ground  to  his  ticket 
waters.  The  angling,  both  for  finnock  and  brown 
trout,  is  first  class  after  a  spate,  but  the  Morayshire 
streams  are  all  out  of  it  just  now. 


"  If  you  don"t  carry  and  use  the  worm  occa- 
sionally you'll  often  have  to  go  home  with  an 
empty  creel,"  said  Mr.  Macdonald,  Factor,  Ellon 
Castle,  to  a  friend  last  Saturday,  and  few  know 
better  how  to  use  a  fly  as  well  as  make  one  than 
Mr.  Macdonald.    Each  has  its  usts. 


Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  (America),  from  Aberdeen,  fishing 
the  Ythan,  Ellon  Castle  waters,  on  March  31,  had 
sixteen  trout,  one  scaled  1  Jib.,  one  lib.,  and  so  on, 
aggregating  121b.  On  Saturday  he  had  one  fine 
salmon  of  71b.,  and  eight  trout.  Mr.  Clyne  fished 
with  a  featherweight  rod. 


The  first  fish  of  the  season  have  been  creeled  at 
Braemar.  On  Tuesday  (March  29)  Mr.  Entwistle 
had  one  of  71b.,  and  on  Thursday  (March  31)  Mr. 
Hubbock  one  of  81b.  With  fiesh  weather  sport 
would  be  all  right  there  now,  as  the  fish  are  there. 


Easter  anglers  have  been  favoured  with  splendid 
weather,  which  is  daily  improving. 


Hare's  Lug,  March  Brown.  Blue  Dun,  Red 
Spinner, Greenwell's  Glory,  Cowdune,  and  Cinnamon 
are  Malloch's  selection  for  April.  I  would  add  the 
Professor  and  Lord  vSaltoun  where  there  is  any 
chance  of  a  finnock.  Special  Scotch. 
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ANOLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Bailways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 


Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Private  Lake,  two  miles  in  circumference, 
and  River  (also  private)  of  about  1^  miles, 
well  stocked  with  good  fish  of  all  kinds. 


Coarse  Fishing  CLOSED  until  June  15. 
Trout  Fishing  OPENED  on  river,  April  1. 
GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 
Special  terras  to  residents  In  Hotel. 


Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel.  

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  Frhrsham  Pond.Chubt. 

G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  ot  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  olf  FISH : 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  inch. 
Kudd,  6  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch. 

Coarse  Fishing 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  4  Inch, 

losed  until  June  15. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  6d.  per 
day,  Winter ;  8*.  6d.  per  day,  Summer.  Pishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  i^i  lbs. 
Good  sea  flshlng. 

W.  VICKEEY,  Proprietor. 


CASTLE  HOTEL 

Hastings^ 

Coffee  Room,  Smoking  Lounge, 
Billiard  Room. 

Moderate  tariff.  Special  week  or  week-end  terms. 


Headquarters  of  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  Angling  Society ;  also  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
'Buses  meet  all  trains.  Excellent 
Stabling,  Motor  and  Cycle  Houses 
adjoining  Hotel,— Apply, 

H.  BOYCE. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Londonderry. 

SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT, 

Modern  House,  re-furiiislied.  Appuiiitmeuts 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
J'ish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  '.)«.  jier  day  or  £2  IDs.  per  week. 
Weekly  Anfjling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  .'is.  ))er  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  lipjier  Water.— Address  Manageress. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  goin 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


The  Fishing  began  on  March  i.    Boats  and 
Rooms  should  be  booked  early. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  ROUGH  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL 

B ALU N ROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  ot  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  ot  Ireland— Louglu 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  li  mllai 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  hla  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourlati.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Termi 
on  appllcatlOF.   Special  co  a  Party. 

T.  8TAKNBRS,  Proprtebor. 


Modern  Hotel,,with  every  Convenience  and  Comfort  for  Anglers. 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL,  "^"^^If#s'" 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.  Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charging  apparatus. 

M.  WALTERS. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 
THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modem  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogle.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.  Particulars  from  WILLIAM 
DONALDSON,  Manager.   


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

jijjvu  woon. 

Old-established  Family  and  C.'ommerclal  Hotel 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  Issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  6.s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
PoBilDg  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &C.— Address,  Pkopribtok. 


station :  Llanfyllin.  Post  and  Telegraph , 


A  OAY. 

"  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy." 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
lioats  Free  to  Visitors.  Poatnien,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Locli 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day  Inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Pi-oprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodorgan,  Anglesey. 

The  above  is  the  best  in  North  \\'ales  for  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lake).  Can  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  or  Bait.  Boats  thoroughly  up-to-date 
and  free  to  Anglers.  Sail  or  row  boats.  Perch, 
Roach,  Sea  and  River  Trouting  within  easy 
distances'.  Cuisine,  Wines,  &c.,  of  best  quality. 
Terms  moderate. 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


.  1 BERD  EEN  SHIRE. 
WHERE  TO  SPEND  YOUR  HOLIDAYS. 

KINTORE  ARMS  HOTEL 

INVERURIE. 

Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel  can  have 
the  use  of  the  Hotel  Water  (about  l.J 
miles  on  the  Don)  for  Salmon  and  Trout 
for  5/-  per  day. — G.  Buknktt,  Proprietor 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  ,of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  Is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,0iMl  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  In  with  this 
Hotel.  ITie  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  io  readiness.   Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor, 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


ST.  NEOTS. 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

On  the  Banks  of  the  Ouse. 


Good  Winter  Fishing :  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and 
Chub.  Every  Accommodation  for  visiting 
Anglers.  Illustrated  Booklet  and  Tariff  on 
application.— Fbed.  Bkeson,  Proprietor. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fisliing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales, 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.' '" 
Postal  address  :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele 
grams  :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn 
oeiriog,  via  Chirk. 


Good  Free  Fishing  in  River 
an(d  Loch, 


Salmon,  Sea-Trout,  Trout,  Pike,  and  Perch 

BOARD-RESIDENCE,  CARTREFLE, 
LOCH  MABEN,  N.B. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 


First-class  Eesidential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
FishiTig  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


Established  1837. 
NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  "Thk  Pub- 
I.ISIIKKS'  CIRCULAR  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  RECORD 
(published  every  Friday,  price  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post  card  request  for  It  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St. 
Qunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  B.C. 


KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz. :  Hotel  Water,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  \i\>  to  five— then  free  ;  Reserved 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.  No  charge  Is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats.  Fisliing  from 
the  15th  of  .Tanuary  till  end  of  May.— For 
further  particulars  apply  to  H.  J.  Knight. 
Note  : — All  Hsh  are  retained  by  anglers. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF,  N.B. 

First-class  Family,  Tourist,  and  Com- 
mercial Hotel.  AH  modern  comforts. 
Free  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  for  July 
and  August.  Salmon  Fi.shing  to  Let  for 
September  and  October.  A  good  golf 
course.  Hiring  in  all  its  branches. 
Bus  meets  all  trains.  Telephone  :  No. 
078.    Telegrams:  "  Chi sholm,  Banff." 

JAS.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fisbing  opened  on  Feb.  \. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Dieklrch  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  Id.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

BriKht.  bracing  air;  Hotel  adjoins  sea  coast  and  lake, 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  9-hole  golf 
links.  Lake  Traffells,  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan.  75 
acres,  are  now  included  in  proprietor's  fishing :  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  i'i.shing ;  boats  on  all  lakes  included  in 
moderate  tariff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
River  ^-'rygill.  t>est  in  the  early  season,  opened  March  1. 
A  MODERN  HOUSE.  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea.  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moun- 
tjiins,  with  same  siiorting  privileges  as  Hotel,  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address,  T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Propriet*»r. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
ootmtry. — C.  W.  Nelder,  Proprietor. 

LOUGH  ARROW, 

SOTLE,  lit  EL  AND. 

Best  Free  Trout  Fishing  in  Ireland. 
Excellent  and  convenient  accommoda- 
tion for  anglers,  100  yards  from  lake. 
Boats,  men,  cars,  &c.  2J  hours  from 
Dublin. — For  particulars,  apply  to  G. 
AcHESON,  Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle. 
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A  PRIZE  FISHING  STORY. 


Angleks,  especially  those  who  act  as  secretaries 
to  angling  clubs,  are  very  ingenious  in  arranging 
for  prizes,  and  their  success  in  obtaining  offers  of 
prizes  fills  U3  with  wonder.  But  Mr.  W.  G.  Watkins, 
of  the  Eye  (Suffolk)  Grammar  School,  must  be 
specially  complimented  on  obtaining  a  prize  for  the 
best  fishing  stor3'.  Many  members  competed.  The 
papers  were  read  at  the  meeting,  and  by  common 
consent  the  prize  was  awarded  to  Mr.  H.  Burrows, 
whose  story  we  publish  imder  the  title  of 

"A  New  Bait." 

"Nowadays,  when  the  science  of  our  sport  has  been 
brought  up  to  such  a  high  pitch  of  excellence,  and 
everything  that  mind  can  think  of  and  ingenuity 
devise  brought  into  use  to  lure  our  finny  prey,  it  is 
very  refresliing  to  hear  of  something  absolutely 
novel,  either  in  tackle  or  bait,  and  it  is  sometliing  in 
the  latter  line  that  I  am  going  to  speak  of. 

"  On  a  certain  occasion,  nearly  two  years  since,  a 
party  of  anglers,  mostly  consisting  of  members  of 
this  club,  were  assembled  at  the  favourite  rendez- 
vous, the  banks  of  the  Waveney,  at  Hoxne,  and 
amongst  the  number  were  several  whom  I  tliink  I 
may,  without  gi\-ing  offence,  justly  term  no\'ices. 
These  were  kindly  taken  in  hand  by  some  of  the 
more  experienced  anglers  present.  Foremost 
amongst  those  in  helping  these  said  novices  was 
one  well  known  to  most  of  you  for  Ms  humour  and 
joking  procli\Tities,'  whom  I  will  call  '  Bradley,' 
and,  as  one  might  expect,  he  of  course  must  get  fiis 
measure  of  fun  out  of  the  affair.  Now,  to  one  of 
the  said  novices,  whose  identity  I  will  only  shghtly 
veil  under  the  initials  '  T.  S.,'  he  was  most  parti- 
cular in  his  injunctions  that  the  float  must  be  care- 
fully watched,  and  that  the  Kne  must  not  be  taken 
out  of  the  water  oftener  than  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary ;  and  as  he  had  seemingly  baited  the  hook 
most  carefully  with  something  that  he  took  care 
T.  S.  should  not  see,  he  left  the  said  T.  S.  in  a  high 
state  of  expectancy  and  most  assiduous  in  his  atten- 
tion to  his  float,  momentarily  expecting  no  doubt 
to  see  the  '  bob  '  Bradley  had  told  him  to  look  out 
for.  Bradley  meanwhile  made  himself  scarce,  and 
a  careful  observer  might  have  seen  liim  communi- 
cating to  several  of  the  others  something  which 
raised  a  smile  on  their  faces,  and  it  was  apparent 
to  those  not  '  in  the  know  '  that  Bradley  had  some- 
thing good  on.  Strange  it  was  how  soUcitous  many 
at  once  seemed  to  be  about  the  sport  T.  S.  was 
getting,  and  many  were  the  inquiries  as  to  what 
luck  he  was  having,  to  all  of  which  the  answer  was 
the  same — '  Not  a  blamed  bite  ! '  A  good  half-hour 
passed,  and  still  T.  S.  might  have  been  seen  in  the 
same  spot  watcliing  intently  the  tiny  quill  that 
sturdily  refused  to  '  bob '  even  the  slightest. 
Presently,  whether  thinking  something  was  wrong 
with  his  bait,  or  getting  tired  of  holding  his  rod  out 
so  long,  he  pulled  up,  and  then  he  discovered  that 
on  his  hook  was  impaled,  not  a  savoury  gentle,  a 
well-scoured  worm,  or  a  tempting  piece  of  paste,  but 
something  that  upon  close  inspection  turned  out  to 
be  nothing  but  a  tiny  fragment  of  wood  !  I  draw 
a  veil  over  what  followed.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
boisterous  was  the  mirth  when  the  joke  circulated 
round  ;  and  now  if  you  want  to  be  especially  funny 
when  you  meet  T.  S.  you  have  only  to  ask  him  if 
he  considers  wood  a  good  bait  for  roach.  That, 
gentlemen,  is  the  history  of  the  introduction  and 
use  (alas,  unsuccessful  !)  of  '  a  new  bait.'  " 


THE  FOWEY  AND  CAMEL. 


"The  lightly  jumping  glowering  trouts 

That  through  my  waters  play. 
If,  in  their  random  wanton  spouts, 

They  near  the  margin  stray  ; 
If,  hapless  chance,  they  linger  long, 

I'm  scorching  up  to  shallow. 
They're  left  the  whitening  stones  among 

In  gasping  death  to  wallow." 

— BCTRNS. 

The  Fowey  from  Lostwithiel  to  Bodmin  Road 
nd  further  Ls  absolutely  perfect  to  look  at, 
as  a  fishing  stream,  and  it  ought  to  contain 
many  trout  from  eight  ounces  to  a  pound  ;  but 
does  it  ?  and  if  not,  why  not  ?  I  will  not 
speak  for  others,  but  I  did  not  see  any  fish  of 
such  a  size.  I  think  I  could  have  caught  scores  or 
even  hundreds  by  fishing  the  pools  and  stiokles  with 
a  worm,  but  I  kept  to  the  fly,  and  with  the  Coach- 
man and  Red  Palmer  I  took  about  a  score  running 
five  or  six  to  the  pound.  I  saw  one,  and  only  one, 
good  fish  in  a  long,  clear  pool  near  the  bridge  at 
Lanhydrock.  I  think  it  was  a  "  peal,"  for  it  took 
no  notice  of  the  flies  I  threw  over  it,  so  I  left  it  for 
some  more  persistent  or  less  conscientious  anglers. 
The  pools  are  full  of  trout,  and  1  know  of  one 
sportsman  who,  fishing  to  Doublebois  or  thereabout, 
actually  took  three  hundred  with  artificial  fly  in 


one  or  two  essays,  and  had  them  "potted."  In 
this  form  he  says  they  make  a  tasty  dish.  But 
why  do  these  fish  keep  so  small  ?  Because  the 
stream  is  overfished,  say  some.  Because  the  food 
supply  is  scanty,  and  the  swiftly  moving  water 
drives  the  fish  to  an  active  life,  and  they  have  no 
leisure  to  wax  large  and  fat  as  they  do  in  the 
streams  of  the  South  of  England.  Because,  says  a 
third  class  of  observers,  if  any  of  them  do  manage 
to  get  much  beyond  the  troutlet  stage  they  are 
poached.  Perhaps  there  is  a  show  of  reason  in  each 
of  these  views,  but  I  will  not  venture  to  say  which 
of  them  is  the  proper  explanation. 

From  Bodmin  through  Lanhydrock  and  Res- 
tormel  to  Lostwithiel  is  a  very  lovely  walk,  and  will 
suit  many  better  than  catching  tiny  trout.  The 
fishing  above  Lostwithiel  Bridge  begins  in  the 
middle  of  March ;  below  the  bridge  it  does  not 
open  until  May. 

The  Camel  is  in  many  of  its  features  like  the 
Fowey  ;  the  pools  are  deeper,  but  the  fish  are  no 
larger.  .  At  Dunmeer,  where  a  piece  of  masonry, 
more  Hke  a  prison  wall  than  anything  else  in 
Nature  or  art,  had  been  built,  I  saw  salmon  trying 
to  jump  this.  They  might  as  well  have  tried  to 
leap  Niagara.  I  fished  the  pools  up  through  the 
lovely  woods  towards  Pencarrow,  and  was  stopped 
by  a  vigorous  gentleman,  who  at  once  thawed  into 
his  natural  courtesy  when  I  told  him  I  was  not  a 
native  of  Bodmin.  I  will  not  repeat  what  he  told 
me  of  the  fishermen  who  come  from  that  ancient 
and  honourable  borough,  but  his  remarks  were  at 
least  a  trifle  "  high." 

One  afternoon,  after  a  morning  of  heavy  rain, 
when  the  water  was  as  brown  as  coffee,  I  went  with 
a  friend  to  Boscarrie,  and  caught  a  few  fish  with 
worm.  They  took  the  bait  freely,  were  neat  little 
silvery  fish,  and  very  toothsome  they  proved  at  the 
morrow's  breakfast.  After  the  sport  we  strolled 
across  to  the  mill  and  to  a  pleasant  tea  of  scones 
and  the  sweetest  of  butter.  Was  there,  or  will 
there  ever  be,  a  more  substantial  miller,  a  kinder 
mUler's  wife,  or  a  lovelier  miller's  daughter  ?  But 
sadness  and  death  have  visited  the  mill  since  then, 
and  the  family  are  scattered. 

The  next  day  I  went  by  train  to  Camelford-road, 
and  began  to  fish  at  Slaughter  Bridge.  The  river 
is  very  narrow  here,  almost  hidden  by  the  loose- 
strife and  willow  herb  on  the  banks,  but  trout  are 
very  numerous.  Across  the  ridge  the  Inny  rises 
and  runs  through  lovely  glades  to  the  Tamar  and 
the  sea. — From  an  article,  by  "  T.  J.  P.,"  in  the 
Western  Morninj  News. 


EAGLE  AND  STURGEON. 

We  had  been  camped  for  a  few  days  at  a  point  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Pic  River,  waiting  for  a  few 
of  the  party  who  wore  running  a  side  line.  A  source 
of  amusement  was  watching  the  descent  of  a  large 
bald-headed  eagle  in  the  eddy  back  of  the  point. 
He  would  strike  the  water  with  great  force,  coming 
down  from  an  immense  height.  At  times  he  would 
dive  imder  the  surface  to  reappear  a  moment  or  two 
later,  generally  with  a  fish  clutched  in  his  claws, 
when  he  would  fly  (freighted  with  his  fish)  to  a  very 
high  mountain,  on  the  overhanging  crest  of  which 
the  nest  with  his  mate  and  yoimg  were  quite  visible 
to  us  with  our  field-glass. 

I  had  noticed  his  success  and  journeys  to  the  nest 
for  two  mornings.  On  the  third  morning,  a  shadow 
coming  across  the  sun's  rays  caused  me  to  look  up, 
and  there  was  the  great  bird  at  his  usual  hunt  to 
supply  the  yoimg  eagles  with  breakfast.  With  his 
keen  eye  piercing  the  river  depths  he  poised  over  a 
particular  spot  for  a  few  moments,  and  then  shot 
down  with  the  velocity  of  a  cannon-ball. 

The  waters  parted  and  the  eagle  was  lost  to 
view.  I  watched  and  waited  to  see  him  emerge  with 
his  prey,  but  moments  lengthened  into  minutes,  and 
minutes  into  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  but  the  surface  of 
the  water  remained  undisturbed.  What  could  it 
mean  ?  Even  if  he  had  struck  himself  against  some 
hidden  rock  and  been  killed,  the  body  would  have 
floated  to  the  surface.  It  passed  my  reasoning 
powers  to  solve  the  result  of  that  plimge.  Then  far 
down,  fully  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off,  I  saw  the  great 
bird  struggling,  either  to  carry  off  a  heavy  burden  or 
to  free  himself  from  one.  The  waters  were  lashed 
into  foam,  and  the  bird  again  disappeared,  and  all 
was  still.  This  lashing  of  the  water  and  disappear- 
ing was  repeated  again  and  again,  each  time  further 
down  stream.  A  bend  in  the  river  prevented  my 
seeing  the  final  result.  Calling  one  of  our  men  from 
the  tent,  we  embarked  in  a  canoe  and  started  down 
river  to  view  the  strange  proceeding  closer.  \\Tien 
we  had  doubled  the  point  below,  I  saw  lodged 
against  the  beach  in  a  small  bay  something  that  did 
not  look  natural  to  the  place.  We  paddled  down, 
and  found  it  was  my  eaglo  fast  fixed  to  a  sturgeon, 
fully  Oft.  long.  Both  were  motionless.  The  king  of 
fish  and  the  king  of  birds  had  met  death. — Martin 
Hunter,  in  Forest  and  Stream. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebitor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  ojnnions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


"  A  MASTER  OF  ROMANCE." 

My  dear  Marston, — "  Special  Scotch "  is  a 
great  master  of  romance.  I  have  the  Wester 
Elchies  water  just  now.  It  was  fished  every 
day  last  week  by  one  rod  or  two,  generally  two — 
result,  one  fish  hooked  and  lost.  On  Easter  Elchies 
one  fish  was  killed.  On  Aberlour,  which  my  friend 
Herbert  Praed  has,  he  has  fished  nine  successive 
days  blank.  I  hope  "  Special  Scotch  "  is  a  prophet. 
— Yours  truly,  Herbert  Maxwell. 

[I  have  asked  "  Special  Scotch  "  for  an  explana- 
tion. He  seems  to  imagine  his  accounts  of  sport. 
I  hope  Sir  Herbert  may  have  some  big  fLsh  to  make 
up  for  liis  blanks. — Ed.] 

CRYSTAL  PALACE  FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING 
TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — ^In  answer  to  "  A.  X.'s "  letter 
respecting  above,  in  which  he  speaks  of  rods  as  trees, 
length  of  casts,  etc.  He  should  look  up  the  rules  of 
the  last  tom-nament  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  1896. 
Rule  11  (part  of):  casts  not  less  than  2yd3.,  and 
shooting  the  line  permitted.  I  suppose  his  rod  is 
made  from  a  tree.  It  is  no  use  nursing  a  rod  ;  at 
the  tournaments  you  have  to  use  them.  I  think 
that  all  the  anglers  who  competed  were  practical 
fishermen,  also  the  gentlemen  who  made  the  rules, 
although  he  hints  that  they  were  not.  If  the  rules 
are  similar  to  the  last  tournament  I  do  not  think 
the  majority  of  anglers  would  make  complaint ;  but 
if  rules  were  made  to  please  everyone,  the  Fishing 
Gazette  would  not  hold  them.  One  rod  is  not  made 
for  every  kind  of  fishing  any  more  than  one  man 
can  master  every  kind  of  angling.  If  the  rules  are 
soon  advertised,  it  will  give  every  angler  (practical 
or  otherwise)  time  to  prepare  himself.  I  should 
like  to  see  it  held  on  a  Sattu'day,  and  should 
"  A.  N.'s  "  twig  be  too  long,  he  could  cut  a  piece  off 
the  top,  should  the  rules  allow. — Yours  truly, 

R.  W.  W. 

MORE  JOTTINGS. 

Dear  Sir, — The  commencement  of  the  note  under 
this  heading  in  your  issue  of  April  2  makes  me  half 
inclined  to  regret  having  imintentionally  ruffied 
"  Val  Conson's  "  sense  of  propriety,  he  having  read 
discourtesy  intojmy  use  of  "  Brown  Owl's  "  epithet 
"  craze  "  when  commenting,  I  hope  not  unfairly, 
upon  that  writer's  lively  article  of  Feb.  20  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  March  5.  His  "  strong  protest  " 
against  the  "  immoderate  use  "  of  eyed  flies  in  wet- 
fly  fishing  suggested  the  eyed-fly  fisher's  possible 
retort  as  to  disregard  of  progressive  improvement. 

Although  I  disclaim  having  made  or  intended  an 
absm'dly  unwarranted  protest  against  fair  methods 
of  fishing,  I  would  still  observe,  with  all  courtesy, 
that  I  fail  to  recognise  or  admit  an  "  immoderate 
use  "  of  eyed  flies  or  their  being  "  practically  use- 
less," or  that  the  arguments  in  favour  of  blind  versus 
eyed  hooks  gain  any  additional  force  from  the  note 
under  reference.  I  would  fiu-ther  venture  to  sug- 
gest, if  it  be  admitted  that  wet  flies  are  fished,  more 
or  less,  or  mostly,  imder  water  rather  than  at  the 
surface,  the  ways  in  which  they  "  hang,"  or  "  swim," 
or  "  behave,"  whether  eyed  flies  or  blind  ones,  when 
under  water  become  relatively  matters  of  so  small 
importance  as  to  be  unworthy  of  serious  notice  or 
dispute  regarding  efficiency,  so  long  as  they  do  not 
cling  to  the  casting-line. 

While  apologising  for  again  writing  on  tliis 
subject,  let  me  add  that  whatever  may  be  (or  may 
represent)  oiu-  convictions  on  one  side  or  other  of 
the  eyed  v.  blind  hook  discussion,  as  has  been  sug- 
gested by  you,  Mr.  Editor,  by  "  VaA  Conson."  and 
previously  by  myself,  people's  opinions  will  vary 
and  follow  the  custom  of  most  controversies — 
chacun  d  son  goi'it.    So  let  it  be. — Yours  truly, 

Benwyan. 


LIGHT  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — The  attitude  of  one  who  says  "  I  told 
you  so"  is  not  esteemed  gracious.  Nevertheless,  I 
trust  you  will  give  me  the  necessary  few  lines  in 
your  columns  to  enable  me  to  pick  out  from  the 
report  of  the  Anglers'  Tournament  of  New  York  one 
or  two  significant  items  which  might  otherwise  be 
lost  in  the  somewhat  confused  mass  of  published 
results. 

Class  Q. — Rod  not  weighing  more  than  4oz.  (with 
-Joz.  for  solid  reel  seat)  :  winning  cast,  88ft.  9in.,  or 
29j^ds.  1ft.  9in.  Class  L^. — Rod  not  weigliing  more 
than  5oz.  (with  similar  allowance)  :  wiiming  cast, 
94ft.,  or  31yds.  Ift.  Compare  these  with  the  best 
English  results.  Mr.  E  Shrubsole's  90ft.  with  a 
10ft.  rod,  built  specially  for  casting  and  not  for 
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fishing,  is  the  best  I  can  recall.  I  understand  it  was 
more  than  twice  the  weight  of  these  American  light 
rods.  To  achieve  these  long  casts  a  rod  must  be 
able  to  pick  a  long  line  off  the  water,  and  if  a  rod  of 
4oz.  or  5oz.  has  power  to  do  this  with  so  long  a  line 
— as  these  American  rods  undoubtedly  have — its 
power  in  other  directions,  such  as  hustling  a  fish,  is 
implied. 

In  the  same  competition.  Class  7,7.,  weight  of  rod 
unrestricted,  there  was  a  cast  of  lOGft.,  but  without 
knowing  the  weight  of  the  rod  it  is  impossible  to 
draw  any  useful  deductions. — Yours  truly, 

Val  Conson. 

THAMES  TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — Following  on  your  interest- 
ing article  on  "Thames  Trouting  Opened."  In 
spite  of  the  cold  north-wester  on  the  opening  day, 
Friday,  April  1,  I  caught  a  nice  little  Thames  trout 
at  Bell  Weir,  about  4.30  p.m..  of  21b.  lOoz.,  which 
proved  a  very  game  fish  and  gave  good  sport. 
Although  I  say  Thames  trout,  it  was  not  quite  the 
character  of  the  Thnmes  trout  we  are  accustomed 
to  see — that  is,  the  beautiful  silver-scaled  fish  with 
spots — but  more  of  the  character  of  the  loch  trout 
— that  is,  with  pink  and  yellow  about  the  fins, 
especially  the  ventral  fin,  and  the  spots  pinker. 
Probably  one  of  those  fish  that  have  been  so  kindly 
and  carefully  put  into  the  Thames  below  Bell  Weir 
the  last  few  years,  and  which  we  hope  will  afford 
sport  to  the  fly  fisher  ere  long.  This  fish  was 
caught  with  the  usual  live- bait — a  bleak,  on  spinning 
tackle. — Yours  truly,  James  Staktin. 


CREEPERS. 

Dear  Sir, — If  Mr.  Richard  Humphrey  wants 
"  stone  fly  "  creepers,  I  can  supply  a  few  thousands. 
I  sent  a  lot  last  season  to  different  gentlemen  who 
have  successfully  planted  them  in  waters  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom  where  this  grand  trout  food 
and  favoiu-ite  lure  was  previously  unknown. — Yours 
truly,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  Leeds. 

WHY  IS  SPINNING  AND  BAIT  FISHING  IN- 
JURIOUS TO  A  "  FLY  "  WATER  ? 

Dear  Sir, — You  state  under  "  Boltonian's " 
letter  in  last  week's  Fialnng  Gazette  that  spinning 
and  bait  fishing  in  a  trout  stream  is  injurious  to  or 
spoils  fly  fishing.  This  has  in  one  way  or  another 
often  been  stated,  and  fly  fishermen  (of  wliom  I  am 
one)  are  always  ready  to  inform  their  brethren  whom 
they  see  using  either  of  these  baits  that  such  is  the 
case  ;  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  give  any  more 
reason  why  it  should  be  so  any  more  than  that  it 
sometimes  accounts  for  the  death  of  a  good  many 
fish,  to  which  the  bait  fishers  will  say  that  fly  fishing 
is  just  as  injurious  to  their  sport.  Perhaps  you 
would  explain  why  it  is  so. — Yours  truly, 

W.  H.  Simpson. 

[It  seems  to  stand  to  reason  that  if  fish  are 
attacked  by  anglers  with  spinning  baits  and  other 
under-water  baits  as  well  as  with  fly,  many  more 
must  be  captured  than  could  be  taken  with  fly  alone, 
and  many  more  must  be  educated  and  rendered  shy 
of  any  bait  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.  If 
spinning  and  bait  fishing  were  not  injurious  to  fly 
fishing,  they  would  not  be  prohibited  on  so  many 
hundreds  of  trout  streams. — Ed.] 

A  CURIOUS  FACT  REGARDING  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  looking  over  some  old  contribu- 
tions to  the  Russian  sporting  Press  I  happened  to 
come  across  an  article  of  mine  that  appeared  in  the 
Okhotnik  (The  Sportsman)  as  far  back  as  the  end  of 
1 888,  and  found  in  it  a  curious  observation  regarding 
pike  which  I  do  not  remember  having  brought  to  the 
notice  of  English  anglers  at  the  time.  The  facts  are 
these  :  About  the  end  of  August,  1887,  I  was  fishing 
with  Mr.  P.  Likhatchov  (a  dear  old  gentleman  who 
passed  away  after  a  severe  illness  on  the  4th  of  this 
month)  on  one  of  the  lakes  with  which  the  lowlands 
of  the  district  of  Spassk  (province  of  Kazan)  abound. 
The  lake  we  were  fishing  has  a  reputation  for  pike, 
and  I  was  bent  on  getting  out  a  few  of  them,  live- 
baiting  with  a  Jardine  snap-tackle.  It  was  rather 
a  windy  day,  and,  as  I  had  to  "  paddle  my  own 
canoe  "  (my  friend  having  undertaken  to  "  fish  for 
the  pot,"  as  we  had  to  rely  upon  our  catch  in  order 
not  to  go  about  hungry),  and  was  not  at  all  an 
expert  in  using  the  single  paddle  at  the  time,  I 
found  it  a  somewhat  difficult  job  to  handle  the 
paddle  and  the  rod  simultaneously.  However,  as 
the  wind  was  blowing  straight  along  the  lake  (a  very 
long  though  narrow  one),  I  thouglit  it  best  to  utilise 
it  for  taking  my  canoe  along.  In  the  first  "  drift- 
ing "  I  managed  to  get  a  pair  of  decent  jack,  weigh- 
ing 91b.  the  pair,  and  was  just  preparing  for  a  hard 
pull  against  the  wind,  which  was  growing  stronger 
and  stronger,  when  a  curious  sight  struck  my  eyes. 
My  two  pike,  tied  to  the  boat  by  means  of  a  stoutish 


line  with  half  a  yard  of  gimp  attached  to  it,  were 
surrounded  by  quite  a  flock  of  small  fry,  which  were 
darting  and  pulling  at  something  which  surrounded 
my  captives.  Closer  inspection  revealed  that  a 
kind  of  veil  consisting  of  thickish  long  threads  of 
slime  (very  tough,  as  I  ascertained  afterwards)  was 
streaming  from  the  heads  of  the  pike,  enveloping 
their  bodies,  and  that  the  small  beggars  were  pulling 
at  these  threads  with  all  their  might.  Then  of  a 
sudden  I  remembered  that  I  had  often  noticed  a 
pike  standing  quite  still  in  the  weeds,  with  a  lot  of 
fry  darting  and  apparently  playing  round  it,  till  it 
would  turn  round  suddenly  and  send  them  skittering 
along  the  surface  at  a  fine  rate.  At  the  time  I  was 
at  a  loss  how  to  account  for  such  familiarity  between 
the  small  fry  and  their  worst  foe,  but  now  I  thought 
I  had  found  a  c\\\e  to  it.  I  have  mentioned  this 
observation  to  several  Russian  anglers  of  consider- 
able experience,  but  none  of  them  remembered 
having  noticed  anything  like  it.  Perhaps  some  of 
the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Oazetle  who  may  happen 
to  have  come  across  similar  instances  will  relate 
their  experiences  for  the  benefit  and  instruction  of 
anglers  with  a  turn  for  studies  in  ichthyo-biology. 
As  far  as  my  observation  is  concerned,  I  can  voucli 
for  its  strict  accuracy.  The  water  was  clear  as  gin, 
and  the  distance  between  my  eyes  and  the  pike, 
whicli  were  keeping  quite  close  to  the  surface,  did 
not  exceed  4ft.  at  the  outside.— Yours  truly, 
St.  Petersburg,  Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov. 
March  24. 

WEEVER'S  STING. 
De.\r  Sir, — May  I  venture,  as  an  angler,  to  thank 
the  proprietors  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  the 
valuable  information  and  suggestions  given  from 
time  to  time  in  their  various  issues.  Such  informa- 
tion I  have  found  of  the  utmost  advantage,  and  as 
a  constant  reader,  the  thought  occurred  to  me  that 
probably  it  would  be  of  interest  to  your  many 
readers  if  a  discussion  could  be  introduced  on  the 
subject  of  "  fish  stings."  believing,  as  I  do,  that 
the  accomplished  contributors  to  your  columns 
would  be  only  too  glad  to  impart  what  knovi'ledge 
they  possess  as  to  the  best  method  of  treating  such 
misfortunes.  I  do  not  claim  from  actual  experience 
to  be  an  authority  ;  but  some  few  years  ago,  when 
fishing  from  Dover  Pier,  I  saw  an  angler  land  a 
good-size  weever,  and  in  so  doing  was  stung  by  one 
of  its  poisonous  spines.  His  agony  was  intense  ;  in 
a  few  minutes  the  poison  had  reached  his  elbow,  and 
was  gradually  going  higher,  when  a  medical  man 
was  called  to  treat  the  case.  Since  that  time  I  have 
never  ceased  to  make  inquiries  as  to  the  antidote  to 
be  used.  While  at  Hastmgs  a  short  time  ago  (and 
weevers  are  very  numerous  at  this  place)  I  thought 
how  dangerous  it  must  be  to  the  net  fishermen,  who 
during  the  darkness  of  the  night  must  often  get  this 
dangerous  fish  with  others  in  their  nets.  I  was  in- 
formed this  often  happened,  and  that  the  fishermen 
often  got  stung.  I  inquired  what  they  did  under 
the  circumstances,  and  was  told  that  the  fishermen 
always  carried  with  them  a  bag  of  onions,  and 
immediately  one  of  their  number  was  stung  an 
onion  was  cut  in  two  and  one  half  immediately 
applied  to  the  wound,  the  result  being  a  cure.  I 
hope  this  is  correct. — Yours  truly,         J.  Davis. 

SPLICING  SALMON  LINE  TO  A  BACK-LINE. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  some  of  your  readers  tell  me — 
(1)  W^hat  is  the  best  and  smoothest  way  of  splicing 
a  big  salmon  line  to  a  thin  back-line.  I  can  find  no 
instructions  in  any  fishing  book,  and  to  get  a  smooth 
splice  is  not  easy.  (2)  If  anything  is  gained  by  an 
instantaneous  boiling  of  baits  before  putting  into 
formalin,  or  is  it  better  to  put  them  into  the  latter 
at  once  ? — Yours  truly,  Barclay. 

THE  FLIES  IN  "  TROUT  FISHING." 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  following  with  much 
interest  the  discussion  in  your  columns  on  the  model 
book  of  flies  presented  in  Mr.  Earl  Hodgson's  work 
on  "  Trout  Fishing."  But  is  there  not  some  mis- 
understanding as  to  the  character  of  the  lures 
referred  to  ?  Are  not  the  patterns  of  wet  flies  and 
those  of  dry  flies  practically  in  every  case  identical  ? 
Dry  flies  I  know  are  usually  eyed,  not  dressed  on 
gut,  and  sometimes  they  are  treated  so  as  to  make 
them  float  ;  but  surely  they  are  busked  after  the 
same  patterns  as  the  wet  flies  ?  You  yourself  at 
any  rate,  Mr.  Editor,  seem  to  be  of  that  opinion,  for 
in  your  letter  published  by  Mr.  Tod  in  the  introduc- 
tory chapter  of  his  volume  you  mention  that  on  the 
Tweed  you  sometimes  fished  the  flies  dry  and  some- 
times wet,  the  making  of  them  dry  apparently 
having  been  accomplished  by  the  simple  expedient 
of  tossing  them  through  the  air  and  then  putting  a 
little  oil  on  them.  Of  course  I  am  aware  that  flies 
which  are  meant  for  dry-fly  fishing  are  sometimes 
dressed  with  the  wings  upright,  but  this  can  hardly 
be  considered  a  difference  of  texture  or  of  pattern. 
On  the  whole,  therefore,  I  think  I  cannot  be  WTOng 


in  regarding  the  model  book  of  flies  as  being  equally 
applicable  to  dry-fly  streams  and  to  wet-fly  streams 
and  lakes.  Mr.  Senior  and  the  author  of  the  book 
seem  to  have  intended  it  to  be  taken  in  this  way. — < 
Yours  truly,  J.  M.  Stewabt-Macdonald. 

TROUT  FISHING  ON  THE  DOVE  AND 
BLYTHE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  fancy  your  correspondent  "  Dry 
Fly"  refers  to  the  Uttoxeter  Angling  Association, 
and  I  have  pleasure  in  enclosing  copy  of  our  rules. 
We  have  no  fishing  on  the  Blythe  at  present,  but 
very  fair  brook  fishing  on  Tean  Brook,  which  con- 
tains a  good  head  of  both  trout  and  grayling.  The 
best  place  to  fish  this  from  is  Uttoxeter,  and  com- 
fortable quarters  are  obtainable  at  the  Lion  Hotel 
(headquarters  of  the  club).  For  fishing  the  Dove 
Rocester  is  most  handy,  where  the  Red  Lion  Hotel 
would  be  most  convenient.  The  grayling  fishing  in 
the  Dove  is  very  good  in  summer  and  late  part  of 
the  year,  but  there  is  not  the  quantity  of  trout  there 
formerly  was.  At  the  annual  meeting,  held  early 
in  March,  it  was  decided  to  plant  a  quantity  of  two- 
year-old  farios  in  the  Dove,  and  a  subscription  list 
for  this  purpose  was  opened  by  the  members.  This 
is  receiving  very  fair  support,  and  fish  from  9^in. 
upwards  will  be  turned  in  as  soon  as  available.  We 
have  vacancies  for  a  few  members,  but  day  tickets, 
2s.  6d.  each,  are  obtainable  at  the  Lion  Hotel, 
Uttoxeter,  where  a  plan  showing  the  waters  can  be 
seen.  I  shall  be  glad  to  give  your  correspondent 
any  further  particulars  on  application. — -Yours  truly, 
Samcel  Keeling, 
Hon.  Treasurer  Uttoxeter 
Angling  Association. 

Lion  Hotel,  LTttQxeter.  ' 

COLOUR  OF  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  seen  many  references  in  your 
recent  issues  to  the  colour  of  salmon  when  taken  in 
the  sea  late  in  the  season.  I  have  known  the  river 
Fowey  for  a  great  number  of  years,  and  it  is  a  fact 
that  salmon  caught  in  October  in  Fowey  harbour 
have  occasionally  been  of  so  dark  a  colour  that  the 
nets  men  have  been  afraid  to  send  them  to  the  big 
markets,  and  they  have  been  hawked  through  the 
streets  of  Fowey  at  about  half  the  price  to  be 
obtained  at  the  time  if  the  fish  were  clean-looking 
and  sent  to  such  markets.  The  Fowey  is  a  very  late 
river,  and  rod  fishing  continues  until  Nov.  30.  In 
November  rods  often  catch  red  cock  fish  or  dark 
pear  fish  with  sea  lice  on  them,  but  I  think  the  fact 
that  net  fishermen  have  declined  risking  their  fish 
in  the  London  market  on  account  of  their  colour  is 
convincing  evidence  that  the  colour  depends  on  the 
fish's  condition  and  not  on  contact  with  fresh  water. 
— Yours  truly,  R.  Pease. 

Lostwithiel. 

PIKE  ON  FLY. 

De-ivb  Sir,— Fishing  edong  with  a  friend  in  the 
south  of  Scotland  in  July,  1902,  I  hooked  and 
landed  on  fly  a  pike  19pb.  in  weight  and  44in. 
long.  The  fish  would  probably  have  weighed  about 
301b,  four  months  later  on  in  the  season.  Is  it  not 
rather  unusual  to  get  pike  of  this  size  on  fly  ?  I 
enclosQ  coloured  facsimile  of  the  fly  for  your  inspec- 
tion. Perhaps  I  may  add  that  I  was  using  at  the 
tims  a  greenheart  14ft.  trout  rod  twenty-seven 
years  old,  and  felt  a  little  anxious  about  its 
capability  to  stand  the  strain.  The  hook  had  beea 
sucked  right  into  the  gills  of  the  fish. — Yours  truly, 
.  H.  S.  G. 

[It  is  the  largest  pike  I  ever  heard  of  as  being 
taken  on  a  fly  ;  the  hook  is  only  IJin.  in  length. — 
Ed.] 


LENGTH  OF  ROD. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  some  of  your  readers  kindly  say 
what  is  the  best  length  of  rod  to  get  the  longest 
cast  in  spinning  for  salmon  ? — Yours  truly. 

Novice. 


FISHING  AT  FOLKESTONE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if 
some  of  your  readers  could  supply  any  information 
as  to  where  trout  fishing  can  bd  had  near  Folkestone, 
and  the  be^t  flies  to  use  at  this  time  of  year.  Sea 
fishing  would  not  be  objected  to.— Yours  truly. 

Sportsman. 


PHANTOMS  RIGGED  DEVON  STYLE. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  years  ago  I  purchased  some 
phantom  minnows  rigged  Devon  style — that  is,  the 
hook  flight  going  through  the  minnow  and  the 
minnow  able  to  travel  up  the  line.  I  want  to  get 
some  more,  but  quite  forget  where  I  got  them.  I 
shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  you  can  help  me. — 
Yours  truly,  B.  Hullett. 

High-street,  Moffat,  N.B. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORi 

How  TO  Hatch  oitt  Eggs  of  the  Pike-Perch  or 
Zander. 

As  will  be  seen  from  our  correspondence  columns, 
Herr  S.  Jaffd  has  been  good  enough  to  promise  the 
Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  a  consignment  of  pike- 
perch  eggs,  to  see  if  they  can  hatch  them  out  and 
acclimatise  the  fish.  I  hope  they  will  succeed,  as 
the  pike-perch,  or  wall-eyed  pike,  as  the  Americans 
call  it,  is  an  interesting  stranger,  combining  the 
good  points  of  the  pike  and  the  perch,  with  less 
voracity  than  the  former  and  as  good  a  flavour  as 
the  latter.  Herr  Jaffe  sends  me  printed  instruc- 
tions how  to  deal  with  the  eggs,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  translation.  If  it  is  not  correct,  I  hope  he 
will  kindly  put  me  right: — 

Packing  and  Despatch  of  the  Eggs. 

The  pike-perch  eggs  are  despatched  any  time 
between  the  end  of  April  and  some  time  in  June,  as 
the  spawning  time  is  earlier  or  later  according  to 
the  weather.  The  eggs  are  packed  in  special  fish- 
transport  baskets.  The  eggs  are  deposited  naturally 
on  green  juniper  and  pine  branches  placed  in  the 
lake  containing  the  parent  fish  for  them  to  spawn 
on.  They  adhere  to  the  branches,  and  these 
branches  are  then  carefully  packed  between  layers 
of  moss,  and  in  this  way  the  eggs  are  sent  quite 
safely  great  distances  by  post.  On  arriving  at  their 
destination  the  moss  is  carefully  removed,  but  not 
thrown  away,  as  there  may  be  eggs  on  it,  and  then 
the  egg-laden  branches  and  twigs  are  taken  out. 
Placing  the  Eggs  in  the  Water  to  be  Stocked. 

As  soon  after  they  arrive  as  possible  the  eggs 
should  be  placed  in  the  water  it  is  desired  to  stock, 
care  being  taken  to  prevent  their  destruction  by 
fish,  frogs,  birds,  rats,  etc.  This  is  best  done  by 
placing  the  branches  in  clean  enamelled  or  glazed 
earthenware  pans  in  such  a  way  that  the  branches 
overlap  each  other  as  little  as  possible.  A  bit  of 
old  fine  mesh  netting  is  then  stretched  over  the  top 
of  the  pan  or  tub  and  secured  round  the  edge  of  it. 
The  pans  are  to  be  placed  in  the  lake  or  other  water 
to  be  stocked  in  such  a  way  that  while  resting  on 
the  bottom  there  is  about  a  foot  of  water  over  the 
top  of  the  pan.  In  this  way  the  eggs  are  protected, 
•nd  when  they  hatch  out  the  young  fiah  can  slip 
through  the  meshes  of  the  net  into  the  free  water. 


The  eggs  will  hatch  out  in  from  two  to  eight  days, 
according  to  the  temperature  of  the  weather  and 
water. 

How  to  Observe  the  Hatching-out  Process. 
If  it  is  desired  to  see  the  young  fish  come  out  of 
the  eggs,  this  can  easily  be  done  by  placing  in  a 
glazed  dish  a  branch  with  eggs  on  it,  after  filling  it 
with  the  water  the  eggs  are  taken  from.  This 
should  be  done  when  the  young  fish  are  seen  to  move 
in  the  eggs.  If  they  are  then  placed  in  the  sun  as 
much  as  possible  the  hatching  will  soon  commence. 
The  moss  in  which  the  branches  were  packed  should 
also  be  placed  in  the  water,  so  that  eggs  which  may 
have  fallen  off  the  branches  may  not  be  lost. 
N.B. — As  the  exhalation  from  the  pine  branches, 
the  old  egg-shells,  and  other  impurities  are  prejudi- 
cial to  the  young  fish,  they  ought  to  be  able  to  swim 
away  into  the  open  water  as  soon  as  possible. 

Caution  as  to  Water  the  Eggs  are  Placed  in. 

The  young  fish  are  only  just  visible  to  the  naked 
eye,  and  as  soon  as  free  from  the  eggs  they  swim 
about  close  to  the  surface  for  several  days,  and  then 
fall  to  the  bottom  again.  If  there  is  a  stream  run- 
ning through  the  lake  or  pond,  they  will  be  carried 
away  by  it,  and  unless  there  is  another  pond  below 
to  catch  them  they  will  be  lost. 

As  there  are  roach  in  the  water  containing  the 
parent  fish,  and  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  them 
spawning  on  the  branches  arranged  for  the  pike- 
perch,  it  may  very  likely  happen  that  roach  eggs 
get  sent  with  the  pike-perch  eggs  ;  but  this  is  an 
advantage  rather  than  otherwise,  as  the  pike-perch 
fry  grow  faster  than  the  yoimg  roach,  and  during 
the  summer  the  latter  will  afford  the  pike-perch 
acceptable  meals.  Naturally,  no  charge  is  made  for 
the  roach  eggs,  which  are  distinguished  from  those 
of  the  pike-perch  as  being  considerably  larger  and 
opaque,  whereas  the  pike-perch  eggs  are  crystal - 
clear  and  transparent. 

"  Salmon  Spawn  in  the  Model  River  at  the 
Crystal  Palace. '- 

This  is  the  title  of  an  article  which  appeared  in 
the  Field  for  Jan.  2,  1858.  It  bears  evidence  of 
having  been  written  by  Francis  Francis,  judging 
from  the  satcastic  criticism  indulged  in.  After 
describing  the  model  river  as  made  in  two  sections, 
"  one  of  which  is  a  model  of  an  artificial  breeding 
pond,  and  the  other  of  a  salmon  weir,  with  boxes, 
queen's  gap,  etc.,  complete,"  he  says  that  "the  idea 
is  ingenious  and  interesting,  and  might  have  been 
attended  with  complete  success  had  the  Crystal- 
Palace  Company  but  had  some  person  practically 
acquainted  with  the  subject  to  superintend  the 
fitting  up.  In  the  first  place,  the  apparatus  is,  with 
extraordinary  ill-judgment,  fitted  up  in  the  tropical 
department  of  the  Palace,"  and  so  on  for  half  a 
column.  No  wonder  we  are  told  that  "  a  large 
proportion  of  the  ova  are  already  addled,  and  many 
more  may  be  expected  to  become  so." 

The  Stobhall  Fishings  on  the  Tay  in  1858. 

According  to  the  North  British  Daily  Mail  of 
Jan.  12,  1858,  "  the  rod  and  net  fishings  for  the 
ensuing  season,  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Stobhall, 
were  let  by  public  roup,  and  after  a  keen  competi- 
tion were  knocked  down  to  some  English  gentlemen 
at  £156.  These  fishings  are  unquestionably_the 
best  rod  fishings  on  the  Tay." 

The  Kelt  Sea-Trout  Question. 
Would  Mr.  Calderwood  or  Mr.  Malloch.  or  both 
of  them,  tell  us  if  they  know  that  clean  fresh  run 
sea-trout  are  taken  in  any  rivers  or  lakes  in  Scot- 
land in  January,  February,  March  or  April,  if  so. 
in  which  ?  I  ask  as  it  seems  impossible  to  get  at 
the  facts  from  ordinary  reports  of  takes ;  "  good 
baskets'-  are  reported  of  what  is  nothing  but  kelts. 

"  The  Cult  of  the  Dry  Fly." 
There  is  a  pleasant  article  on  "  The  Cult  of  the 
Dry  Fly,"  by  Mr.  W.  Morris  Colles,  in  the  April 
number  of  The  New  Liberal  Tteview.  followed 
appropriately  enough  by  one  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Walters 
on  "  Springtime  by  the  Streams."  Mr.  Colles  is  of 
opinion  that  "  an  intimate  knowledge  of  natural  flies 
is  indispensable  to  that  intuitive  eelection  of  fly 
which  is  fundamental  to  sucdess."  If  Mr.  Colles 
means  that  one  must  know  a  lot  of  entomology  in 
a  really  scientific  way  I  cannot  agree  with  him, 
but  probably  he  does  not  mean  by  "intimate 
knowledge"-  more  than  the  being  able  to  tell  what 
fly  the  fish  are  taking  fairly  correctly  and  quickly^ 


A  Grilse  Killed  at  Kelvedon. 
Mr.  Emery  writes:— "At  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society's  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  s  grilse  of  about 
51b.  was  shown ;  it  was  killed  in  the  mill-wheel  on 
our  water  at  Kelvedon  on  the  Blackwater.  Was 
it  one  of  the  Thames  sabnon  which  mistook  the 
turning  ?  " 

I  fear  not.  Specimens  of  migratory  sahnonidm 
are  occasionally  taken  in  most  of  the  east  coast 
rivers; 


The  New  5' P.  and  0."  Rod  Rings. 
Messrs.  Price  and  Oakley,  of  the  National  Works, 
Redditch,  send  me  a  set  of  their  new  patent  steel 
"P.  and  O."  rod  rings.  They  are  very  simple, 
very  strong,  and  the  only  objection  I  can  think  of 
is  that  the  shape  must  cause  more  friction  on  the 
line  than  is  tbe  case  with  other  rings,  and  that  is 
the  thing  we  all  want  to  avoid.  In  looking  through 
the  "P.  and  O."  rings  they  have  the  appearance 
of  being  square,  which  is  unfortunate,  as  they 
are  not  so  square  as  they  look.  I  should  not 
recommend  them  for  fly  fishing  or  spinning,  but 
for  ordinary  and  less  expensive  rods  where  a  good 
strong  guide  (for  they  are  guides  rather  than  rings) 
is  wanted  they  would  answer  very  well  indeed. 


Blue  Mahoe  Rodsj 
Anglers  who  like  blue  mahoe  as  a  wood  for  rods 
generally  like  it  very  much.  Mr.  Henry  Whitty, 
fishing  tackle  maker,  of  15,  Basnett-street,  Liver- 
pool, has  some  very  nice  fly  rods  of  this  wood  in 
stock  now.  He  says  for  it  that  many  of  his 
customers  prefer  it  to  greenheart,  as  being  lighter 
and  more  pleasant  to  fish  with,  with  a  softer 
feeling  when  playing  a  fish.  A  mahoe  rod  looks 
much  stiffer  than  it  is.  Mr.  Whitty  has  sent  me 
one,  which  has  a  very  pleasant  action.  I  hope  to 
try  it  presently^  His  prices  are  2os.  for  fly  rods 
up  to  lift.,  and  30s.  up  to  14ft.  They  are  nicely 
made,  but  I  should  prefer  suction  ferrules  to  the 
old  style. 

The  "  Amateur  Angler '-'  reminds  us  that  the 
earliest  English  ballad  is  supposed  to  be  "The 
Cuckoo  Song,"-  which  commences  as  follows  :  — 
a  Sumer  is  icumen  in, 
Lhude  sing  cuecu  ; 
Groweth  sed,  and  bloweth  med. 
And  springth  ye  wede  nu : 
Singe  cuccu."- 

FiRST  Mention  of  Dry  Fly  Fishing  in  the 
"  Field.': 

Mr.  Senior  it  was,  I  think,  who  dscovered  a  de- 
scription of  dry-fly  fishing  in  Pullmans  "  Book  of 
the  Axe  "—probably  the  first  in  any  book.  In 
looking  thi-ough  the  first  volume  of  that  ever 
interesting  sportsman's  bible,  the  Field,  I  found 
that  in  the  number  for  Dec.  17,  1853,  "  The  Hamp- 
shire Fly  Fisher,"  in  discussing  "  How  to  Fish  a 
River,"  has  this  remark  :  "  On  the  other  hand,  as 
far  as  fly  fishing  is  concerned,  fishing  up  the  stream, 
unless  you  are  trying  the  Carshalton^  dodge  and 
fishing  with  a  dry  fly,  is  very  awkward': 

Origin  of  the  "  Coachman  "-  Fly. 

"  The  Hampshire  Fly  Fisher,"  writing  in  the 
Field  of  Aprfl  ft,  1853,  gives  the  histoiy  of  this  fly, 
which  is  quite  probably  correct : — 

"  The  legend  from  which  it  seems  to  have  bor- 
rowed its  name  is,  that  a  brother  of  the  whip,  who 
was  also  a  brother  of  the  angle,  and  who  plied  the 
gentle  art  on  the  banks  of  the  Cray,  in  Kent,  bemg 
at  a  loss  for  a  fly,  put  together  from  some  odds  and 
ends  a  nondescript  fly,  with  peacock  herl  for  body, 
red  hackle  for  legs,  and  a  white  feather,  which  he 
picked  off  the  grass,  for  wings,  and  -with  this  fly  he 
had  a  wonderful  take  of  fish.  This  coachman  s 
name  was  Jack  Hughes.  The  story  got  ^^^nd,  and 
the  fly  was  found  to  be  a  kilUng  one,  and  was 
christened  after  its  inventor  '  The  Coachman.  ■ 

Trout  Quiet  in  the  Henley  District. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Henley  Angling 
Association,  in  sending  me  particulars  of  a  fine  lot 
of  trout  they  are  putting  into  the  Thames,  saj's  :— 
"  Trout  are  not  yet  showing  up  in  this  dstrict.  The 
water  is  still  cold,  wliich  retards  the  hatching  of 
flies  and  the  consequent  r;sing  of  bleak,  which  in 
their  turn  bring  up  the  trout.'i 
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Ambidexterity — Cording's  Rubber  Boats. 
A  friend  who  is  fishing  in  Devonshire  writes  :  — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  have  been  doing  fairly 
well.  From  my  last  expedition  on  Friday  afternoon 
I  returned  with  a  promiscuous  basket  of  dafEodils, 
primroses,  watercress,  and  sixteen  nice  trout,  best 
lOoz.  I  tried  the  left  hand,  as  the  stream  was  full 
of  '  bunkers,'  overhanging  boughs  of  trees,  and 
shrubs  on  one  side  or  the  other,  and  so  more  suitable 
to  one  hand  or  the  other.  But  the  test  was  rather 
too  difficult  under  the  circumstances,  as  very 
accurate  casting  was  necessary.  I  am  not  alto- 
gether without  experience  in  ambidexterity.  Long 
ago  I  have  employed  the  left  hand  on  lake  or  open 
river,  and  sometimes  found  it  more  successful  than 
the  right  hand.  It  was  useful  to  rest  the  right 
hand,  but  soon  tired.  I  was  rather  surprised  when 
I  first  tried  it  to  find  that  the  correct  action  came 
naturally  enough  without  any  education.  There 
must  be  a  sympathetic  relation  between  the  two 
sides,  by  which  the  education  of  the  one  is  trans- 
mitted to  the  other.  But  I  find  more  practice  is 
required  for  very  accurate  casting. 

"  Your  notice  of  Cording's  productions,  '  even  to 
boats.'  reminds  me  that  some  time  in  the  'sixties  I 
went  to  them  and  asked  if  they  could  supply  mo 
with  a  small  collapsible  boat,  which  I  could  carry 
like  a  knapsack  over  the  hills  and  far  away.  They 
shortly  sent  me  a  miniature  craft,  I  think  6ft.  long, 
M-hich  weighed  with  bellows,  paddles,  and  basket- 
work  for  the  bottom  (inside)  161b.  only.  I  found  it 
ex3ellent,  and  have  carried  it  many  miles  in  the 
Lake  D  strict  and  amongst  the  Welsh  hills  up  to 
lakes  and  tarns,  innocent  before  of  invasion  by  boats. 
It  was  most  comfortable  to  fish  from,  Ij^ng  down 
with  shoulders  resting  on  the  cushions  at  one  end 
and  legs  up  on  the  cushions  at  the  other.  You  can 
drift  close  to  your  quarry  without  scaring  it  and 
fish  with  short  rod  and  line,  the  top  of  your  hat  and 
toes  of  your  boots  not  being  more  than  181n.  above 
the  water.  On  reaching  the  end  of  the  tarn  after  a 
drift  it  was  not  necessary  to  collapse  it  or  paddle 
back  against  the  wind.  It  rested  conveniently  on 
your  head,  leaving  the  arms  free  to  carry  impedi- 
menta as  you  walked  back  to  begin  a  fresh  drift.  I 
must  have  had  it  quite  twenty  years,  and  eventually 
left  it  sound  and  good  with  the  landlord  of  Arthog 
Hall  Hotel  after  fishing  the  Arthog  lakes.  Possibly 
it  is  still  in  ex'stence.  It  was  to  be  utilised  for 
duck-shooting  in  the  winter. 

"  I  forgot  to  mention  a  rather  unusual  experience 
in  my  aforesaid  visit  to  the  river  on  Friday  last. 
While  the  natural  flies  were  coming  down  un- 
touched I  caught  some  good  trout  with  the  wet-fly. 
The  fish  must  have  been  feeding  on  the  flies  as  they 
rose  from  the  pupas.  The  fly  on  the  water  was 
similar  to  the  one  on  my  cast."- 

A  Point  foe  Ambidextral  Anglers. 

The  Morning  Leader  says:  — 

"  Both  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  and  Capt.  Hart-Davis, 
whose  pleas  for  left-handed,  as  well  as  right-handed, 
angling  with  the  fly  have  lately  attracted  much 
attention,  miss  a  most  Important  point,  which  may 
here  be  commended  to  their  careful  attention^  For 
it  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Sykes,  a  gentleman  with  a 
lifelong  acquaintance  with  the  best  trout  and 
grayling  water  in  Yorkshire,  and  an  intimacy  with 
some  of  the  deeper  pools  of  the  Derwent,  which, 
begun  out  of  enthusiasm,  has  been  cemented  by 
many  a  ducking.  There  is  on  that  sporting  river 
a  stretch  of  some  seven  miles  of  water,  a  great 
part  of  which  cannot,  owing  to  overhanging 
boughs,  be  fished  by  right-handed  anglers  at 
all.  The  result  is  that  fat  trout  lie  immune  in 
this  preserve,  but,  though  protected  from  the  wiles 
of  the  fisherman,  they  also  lack  the  education  and 
experience  which  alone  can  be  learnt  by  occasional 
narrow  escapes,  and  by  a  contemptuous  familiarity 
with  many  flies.  They  are,  in  fact,  unsophis- 
ticated. This  truth  impressed  itself  years  ago  on 
Mr.  Sykes,  and  he  determined  to  master,  if  possi- 
ble, the  art  of  throwing  a  tolerable  fly  with  his  left 
hand.  It  took  him  half  a  day  to  achieve  even  so 
much  of  perfection  as  would  warrant  his  present- 
ing one  to  even  those  untaught  trout  of  the  over- 
hung water,  but  he  ventured  out  in  the  afternoon, 
and  was  instantly  Irewarded  with  a  trout  from 
a  stretch  of  the  river  on  which  within  no 
man's  memory  had  one  been  caught  before. 
That,  it  is  perhaps  needless  to  say.  was  not 
the  last  trout  that  his  left  hand,  with  ever  increasing 
cunning,  lured  from  that  stronghold,  and  perhaps. 


if  he  had  not  left  the  neighbourhood,  he  might  in 
time  have  educated  the  dwindling  residue  up  to 
the  level  of  their  fellows  in  the  more  open  waters 
This  experience  illustrates  in  very  interesting  fashion 
an  argument  in  favour  of  ambidextral  angling 
which  its  advocates  have  hitherto  overlooked.  To 
the  angler-naturalist  the  interest  of  the  episode  lies 
in  the  fact  that  the  inferior  skill  of  the  left  hand 
cast  is  in  such  cases  more  than  compensated  by  the 
greater  innocence  of  the  uneducated  trout.  There 
must  be  scores  of  situations  on  other  rivers  like 
that  one  on  the  Derwent,  in  which  an  angler  able 
to  throw  with  the  left  hand  would  find  himself 
within  reach  of  trout  unattainable  by  the  normal 
one-handed  fisherman,"- 


The  Crystal  Palace  Sports  Exhibition. 

Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick,  I  am  glad  to 
hear,  are  to  have  an  exhibit  of  their  famous  rods, 
reels,  and  tackle  generally  at  the  Sports  Exhibition, 
which  will  extend  from  May  14  to  Aug.  21  next. 

Extraordinary  Fatal  Accident  to  an  Angler. 

Mr;  E.  M.  Tod  k'ndly  sends  me  the  following  par- 
ticulars of  the  most  extraordinary  fatal  accident  to 
an  angler  that  I  think  I  ever  heard  of.  It  is  from  a 
Scotch  paper  :  — 

"  Killed  by  Electricity. — A  fatal  accident  of 
an  unusual  nature  occurred  at  Dingwall  the  other 
afternoon.  William  Noble  (19)  was  fishing  in  the 
PcfErey,  a  small  stream  which  runs  through  the 
burgh,  and  along  the  banks  of  which  are  the  over- 
head wires  for  supplying  Dingwall  with  electric 
light.  Whipping  the  stream  as  he  moved  along. 
Noble's  cast  caught  the  wires  and  remained  fast. 
Unable  from  below  to  clear  the  cast,  he  ascended  a 
pole  unconscious  of  the  fact  that  the  wires  were  live, 
and  that  a  load  of  some  three  thousand  volts  was 
on.  Reaching  the  top,  Noble's  hands  had  come  in 
contact  with  the  wires.  He  received  a  shock,  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Bruce,  death  must  have  been 
instantaneous." 

The  moral  is,  break  your  line  if  you  catch  it  in 
any  overhead  wires.  R.  B.  Marston. 


trout,  5lb.,  5lb.,  and  5^1b.  Loch  Tay,  Scotland, 
trout,  7^lb.  ;  Loch  Merkland,  trout  {S.  ferox),  101b. 

Towards  the  end  of  May  the  weather  set  in  fine 
and  very  hot,  which  brought  out  the  May  Fly 
earlier  than  usual.    On  the  23rd  they  were  seen  on 
the  Lea  and  New  River,  also  the  Derbyshire  Der-J 
went.    On  the  28th  they  were  "  up  "  on  the  Chesa': 
and  the  Gloucestershire  Colne  and  the  Thames  at 
Crowmarsh.    A  fair  "  rise  "  was  seen  on  the  Wind- '. 
rush,  Oxfordshire,  about  the  18th.    On  the  Itchen^ 
and  some  other  rivers  the  May  Fly  trout  fishing  was 
rather  better  than  during  recent  years,  and  on  Irish 
lakes  it  was  excellent,  numerous  fish  from  4lb.  to 
101b.  being  captured. 

June. 

Thames — Sonning,  trout,  101b.  2oz.  ;  Chertsey,, 
trout,  7lb.  ;  Wallingford,  perch,  21b.  5oz.  ;  Kings- 
ton, carp,  111b.  2oz.  Mill-pond,  Addleston,  Surrey, 
carp,  7lb.  6oz.  Beane,  Herts,  trout,  5^lb.  Camel, 
Cornwall,  trout,  5Jlb.  Wye,  Derbyshire,  trout, 
41b.  Derwent,  Matlock,  trout,  71b.  14oz.  ;  Idle, 
Retford,  trout.  6Jlb.  Lough  Erne,  Ireland,  trout, 
4lb.,  Olb.,  5i\h.,  7^1b.,  5lb.,  4|lb.,  61b.,  and  7J-lb.  ; 
Lough  Mask,  trout,  8lb.,  iilb.,  61b.,  101b.  3oz.,  81b., 
71b.,  61b.,  51b.,  Silb.,  5^lh.,  .51b.,  61b.,  4ilb.,  4^1b.  ; 
Lough  Derg,  trout  91b.,  Gflb.,  5|lb.,  and  6Jlb.  ; 
Lough  Melvin,  trout,  8lb.  ;  Lough  Corrib,  trout, 
81b.  2oz.,  6Jlb.,  6^1b.,  5^lb.,  51b.  Teifi,  Wales, 
trout,  4^1b.  Loch  Awe,  Scotland,  trout  (S.  ferox), 
7lb.  ;  Loch  Ness,  trout,  61b.  ;  Loch  Gorm.  trout  {S. 
ferox),  5 Jib.  ;  Loch  Inver,  trout  {S.  ferox),  71b.  ; 
Inchnadamph,  trout  (S.  ferox),  5Jlb.  ;  Overscaig, 
trouti  (S.  ferox),  71b.  and  61b.  ;  Lairg,  trout  {S. 
ferox),  6Jlb.  ;  Don,  Aberdeen,  trout,  61b.  ;  Culter 
Burn,  Aberdeen,  trout,  4|lb.  ;  Stenness,  Orkney, 
trout,  61b.  Woodham's  Dam,  Belfast,  rainbow 
trout,  41b.  loz.  Derwent,  Yorkshire,  pike,  23lb. 
Lough  Corrib,  Ireland,  pike,  22lb.  Lochmaben, 
Scotland,  pike,  34lb.  In  addition  to  the  fine 
lOib.  2oz.  trout  caught  at  Sonning-on-Thames  at  the 
beginning  of  June,  three  other  noble  specimens  were 
captured  during  this  month,  namely — River  Itchen. 
Winchester,  trout,  lOlb.  3oz.  ;  Loch  Rannoch,  Scot- 
land, trout,  121b.  and  141b. 

July. 


EECOKD  OF  LAEGE  FISH  CAUGHT 
DUEING  THE  PAST  SEASON. 

The  angling  season  just  closed  has  been  one  of  the 
worst  known  for  many  years.  It  is  thirty  years  ' 
since  such  a  cold  and  wintry  April — the  opening 
month  for  trout  fishing — was  experienced,  the 
average  temperature  ruling  as  low  as  34deg.,  with 
occasionally  7deg.  of  frost  during  the  nights,  which 
caused  the  collapse  of  outdoor  sports,  and  of  fishing 
in  particular.  The  early  part  of  May — of  all  the 
months  the  best  for  fly  fislung — was  heralded  in  by 
nearly  a  fortnight  of  rains.  The  Thames  over- 
flowed its  banks,  the  rainfall  exceeding  the  average 
for  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous  eight 
years.  The  Kennet,  Loddon,  Colne,  Wey,  and  most 
other  rivers  were  in  flood,  and  it  was  not  until 
May  20  that  the  approach  of  summer' was  felt,  the 
previous  portion  of  the  month  being  sunless,  wet, 
and  exceptionally  cold,  averaging  only  50deg.,  or 
4deg.  lower  than  the  usual  temperature.  To  quote 
a  well-known  author  :  "  The  early  spring  was  fickle 
and  changeable  in  its  youth,  and  was  undecided 
whether  to  step  backward  into  winter  or  forward 
into  summer,  and  in  its  imcertainty  inclined  first  to 
the  one  and  then  to  the  other,  thus  marring  the 
hopes  and  spoiling  the  prospects  of  trout  anglers.'' 

April,  1903. 
Thames — Shepperton  Weir,  trout,  51b.  and  6Jlb.  ; 
Chertsey,  trout,  5^1b.  ;  Marlow,  trout,  5|^lb.  ; 
Henley,  trout,  5^1  b.  ;  Reading,  trout,  71b.  and  4flb.; 
Cliveden,  trout,  6lb.  2oz.  ;  Sunbury,  trout,  81b.  ; 
Teme,  Herefordshire,  trout,  7|lb.  ;  Annan,  Scot- 
land, 71b.  and  7|lb.  ;  Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  trout, 
4Jlb.  and  gillaroo  51b. ;  Lough  Melvin,  Ireland,  S. 
ferox,  7lb.  and  51b. 

May. 

Thames — Marlow,  trout,  51b.  ;  Pangbourne, 
trout,  5|lb.  Lea,  Hertford,  trout.  6Jlb.  ;  New 
River,  Hertford,  trout,  51b.,  61b.,  61b.,  and  5^lb. 
Teme,  Herefordshire,  trout,  7^1  b.  Loch  Leven, 
Scotland,  trout,  31b.  ^Ooz.  Kilrea,  Ireland,  trout, 
5lb.  ;  Lough  Derg,  trout,  O^lb.  and  5|lb.  ;  Lough 
Mask,  trout,  61b.  ;  Lough  Derg,  trout,  4Jlb.,  6§lb., 
and  5Jlb.  ;  Lough  Mask,  trout,  81b.,  61b.,  5^\b.,  and 
51b.  ;    Lough  Corrib,  trout,  8Jlb.  ;  Lough  Mask, 


Thames — Henley,  barbel,  lOJib.  ;  Marlow,  barbe', 
lOlb.  ;  Shepperton,  barbel,  51b.  and  61b.  ;  Henley, 
barbel,  7 Jib.  and  81  b.  ;  Henley,  trout,  7^-lb.  and  51b.; 
Halliford,  tench,  4Jlb.  ;  Hampton  Court,  bream, 
6|lb.  Kennet,  trout,  51b.  7oz.  Colne,  Heits, 
trout,  4lb.  9oz.  Wey,  Surrey,  carp,  7|lb.  Near 
Steyning.  Sussex,  carp,  8J-lb.  and  61b.  L?a,  Herts, 
bream,  61b.  and  l^lh.  Witham,  L  ncolnshire,  bree  m, 
5^4b.  and  6|lb.  Stour,  SufiEolk,  bream,  51b.  Coquet, 
Northumberland,  trout  (<S.  eriox),  81b.,  Sib.,  7ib., 
81b.,  91b.,  741b.  Loch  Loyal,  Scotland,  trout  (S. 
ferox),  61b  ;  river  Shin,  trout  {S.  ferox),  91b.,  5£lb., 
and  7-^lb.  ;  Loch  Inver,  trout  {S.  ferox),  7Jlb.  ; 
Inchnadamph,  trout  (S.  ferox),  4jlb.  ;  river  Don, 
brown  trout,  5-^lb.  and  4Jlb.  Vyrnwy,  Wales, 
trout,  5Jlb.  Dove,  Derbyshire,  trout,  4Jlb.  Lough 
Melvin,  Ireland,  trout  (S.  ferox),  6Jlb.  ;  Lough 
Mask,  trout,  7Jlb.,  8Jlb.,  and  51b. ;  brown  Jtrout, 
16Jlb.  ;  Toome,  brown  trout,  151b.  ;  Lough  Mask, 
pike,  231b.  and  241b.  ;  Lough  Conn ,  pike,  21lb.  ; 
Lough  Corrib,  pike,  25|lb. ;  river  Witham,  Lines, 
pike,  22Jlb.  Wye,  Matlock,  Derbyshire,  barbel, 
6Jlb.  Avon,  Malmesbury,  Wilts,  trout,  121b. 

August. 

Thames — Henley,  barbel,  81b.  ;  Hampton  Court, 
barbel,  7lb.  ;  Windsor,  barbel,  81b.  ;  Wraysbury, 
barbel,  71b.  ;  Pangbourne,  barbel,  71b.  ;  pike, 
201b.  ;  Richmond,  carp,  12|-lb.  ;  Windsor, 
bream,  5Jlb.  ;  Kingston,  bream,  51b.  Lea 
river,  tench,  3Jlb.  North  Walsham,  Norfolk, 
bream,  5lb.,  7oz.,  51b.  6oz.,  4lb.  13oz.,  4lb.  lOoz. 
Waveney,  Norfolk,  roach,  21b.  4oz.  Nene  and 
Witham,  Lincolnshire,  bream,  51b.,  51b.,  5|lb..  5i-lb. 
Trent,  Notts,  barbel,  7Jlb.  Stour,  Christchurch, 
Hants,  chub,  6Jlb.  Derwent,  Matlock,  trout,  4lb. 
River  Don,  Scotland,  trout,  7|lb.  ;  Loch  Ness,  trout, 
91b.  ;  Loch  Veyatie,  trout  (S.  ferox),  6|lb.  ;  Sten- 
ness, Orkney,  trout,  6^1  b.  Lough  Melvin,  Ireland, 
trout,  101b.,  5^lb.,  5Jlb.,  and  51b.  ;  S.  ferox,  6Jlb. 
and  5|-lb.  ;  Lough  Corrib,  trout,  9flb.  ;  Lough 
Mask,  trout,  81b.  ;  Lough  Conn,  trout,  5lb.  ; 
pike,  221b.,  231b.,  and  261b.  ;  Lough  Mask,  pike, 
251b. ;  Lough  Mourne,  trout,  5^\h. ;  Westmeath 
Lakes,  trout,  5Jlb. 

September. 

Thames — Reading,  trout,  71b. ;  Pangbourne,  trout, 
l^\h. ;  Windsor,  carp,  131b. ;  bream,  5lb. ;  barbel,  6Jlb,- 
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and  61b. ;  Twickenham,  carp,  81b.  Tag  Lock,  Elland, 
Yorks,  trout,  7 Jib.  Eiver  Lea,  Hertford,  trout,  5 jlb. ; 
chub,  4flb.  Grand  Sluice,  Lines,  bream,  61b.  and 
51b.  Nene,  Lines,  bream,  51b.  ;  Ouse,  Hunts, 
bream,  6i\h.  ;  tench,  41b.  Coquet,  Northumber- 
land, trout  (S.  eriox),  24^lh.  and  101b.  13oz. 
Lough  Melvin,  Ireland,  trout  (S.  ferox),  51b.  and 
4^1b.  ;  Lough  Corrib,  trout  (gillaroo),  5jlb.  ;  Lough 
Corrib,  trout  (brown),  51b.  ;  Lough  Mask,  trout 
(brown),  111b.  ;  Lough  Mask,  trout  (gillaroo),  7Jlb.  ; 
Lough  Melvin,  trout  {S.  ferox),  6 Jib.  and  51b.  ;  Bal- 
linderry.  trout  [S.  ferox),  71b.  ;  Lough  Conn,  trout 
(S.  ferox),  51b.  ;  Lough  Conn,  pike,  221b.  ;  Black- 
water  river,  pike,  271b.  ;  Woodburn,  Belfast,  trout, 
7ib.  ;  Findhorn,  Scotland,  trout,  51b.  Ouse, 
Cambs,  perch,  31b.  Chess,  Herts,  roach,  2Jlb. 
Avon,  Hants,  roach,  2^1  b.  A  carp  of  171b.  was 
accidentally  killed  at  Buckhurst,  Withyham, 
Sussex. 

The  Thames  trout  season  closed  under  most  un- 
favourable conditions,  the  season  all  through  being 
very  disappointing.  The  captures  were  few  com- 
pared with  previous  years,  the  unseasonable  weather 
and  floods  having  spoiled  sport,  not  on  the  Thames 
only,  but  on  most  other  rivers.  Throughout 
October  scarcely  any  angling  reports  reached  me. 

OCTOBEK. 

Thames — Datchet,  barbel,  51b.  and  61b.  Lough 
Mask,  Ireland,  trout,  (gUlaroo)  7jlb.  ;  Lough  Conn, 
pike,  271b. 

November. 

The  waters  cleared  and  the  rivers  were  fishable. 

Thames — Teddington  Weir,  pike,  181b.  ;  Osney, 
chub,  51b.  6oz.  I)eptford,  Pond,  bream,  6Jlb ; 
Welsh  Harp,  Hendon,  pike,  181b.  ;  private  lake, 
near  Bath,  pike,  201b.  Wye,  Herefordshire,  pike, 
22ilb.  Wroxham  Broad,  Norfolk,  pike,  24Jlb. 
Lough  Conn,  Ireland,  pike,  251b.  •  Chichester  Canal, 
perch,  31b.  and  i\\h.  Thames — -Caversham,  roach, 
2ib.  Soz.  ;  Hampton,  roach,  21b.  4oz.  ;  Henley, 
roach,  21b.  6dz.  ;  Old  Windsor,  roach,*  21b.  13oz. 

December. 

Thames — Twickenham,  bream,  6Jlb.  ;  Datchet, 
chub,  51b.  ;  Hurley,  roach,  2lb.  4oz.  ;  Sonning, 
roach,  21b.  i^oz.  Severn,  Shrewsbury,  perch, 
31b.  loz.  Chichester  Canal,  perch,  2^1b.,  31b.,  and 
3Jlb.  Exe  Canal,  tench,  51b.  Wimbledon  Lake, 
pike,  19^1b.  Medway,  Kent,  pike,  19Jlb.  Private 
water,  Nottinghamshore,  pike,  201b.  and  211b.  Till, 
Northumberland,  pike,  2ilb.  Lough  Conn,  Ire- 
land, pike,  251b. 

Jantxaey,  1904. 

The  meadow  lands  of  the  Thames  Valley  were 
five  times  under  water  during  the  past  nine  months, 
and  about  Windsor,  Marlow,  Port  Meadow,  Oxfc-rd, 
and  many  other  places  the  overflows  appeared  like 
vast  lakes  spreading  for  miles.  In  such  a  flooded 
condition  fishing  was  of  course  impracticable.  When 
the  wettest  year  in  meteorological  history  came  to 
its  dismal  close,  brighter  anticipations  were  enter- 
tained by  the  more  sanguine  anglers,  that  after 
twelve  months  of  such  continuous  downpour  the 
weather  must  take  a  turn  for  the  better  ;  but  1904 
has  not,  so  far,  fulfilled  these  hopes,  for  since  the 
opening  of  the  new  year  rain  has  fallen  on  fifty-six 
days  more  or  less  heavily,  thus  ending  one  of  the 
longest,  wettest,  and  wretchedest  of  winters  re- 
membered by  anglers. 

Thames — Walton,  chub,  51b.  2oz.  ;  Datchet, 
roach,  21b.  Soz.  ;  Pangbourne,  roach,  21b.  4r|oz. 
Avon,  Hampshire,  roach,  21b.  6oz.  Severn,  Stour- 
port,  perch,  .31b.  2oz.  Avon,  Hampshire,  pike,  191b. 
Wharfe,  Tadcaster,  Yorks,  pike,  20Jlb.  Private 
lake,  Eisex,  pike,  21!b.  Private  lake,  Nottingham, 
pike,  30:b. 

February. 

Thames — Henley,  chub,  41b.  Aston  reservoir, 
perch,  31b.  4oz.  ;  Norfolk  Broad,  pike,  191b.  River 
Don,  Scotland,  trout  (<S'.  fario),  111b. 

March. 

Thames — Henley,  chub,  41b.  and  41b.  Soz. ;  Pang- 
bourne,  pike,  191b.  Loddon,  Berks,  pike,  201b. 
Avon,  Hants,  pike,  18^1b.  Nene,  Cotter's  Lock,  pike, 
ISJ^lb.  Barton  Broad,  Norfolk,  pike,  211b.  Trent, 
Notts,  barbel,  6J-lb.  Private  water,  South  Lincoln- 
shire, pike,  19Jlb.   Lough  Arrow,  Ireland,  trout,  6lb. 

Alfred  Jardine. 


*  Many  angling  ichthyologists  belijve  this  fish 
waa  a  hybri^ — between  a  roach  and  a  bream. 


SOME  SEA-TKOUT  FISHING  IN 
NOKWAY.* 


{Concluded  from  page  237.) 
The  next  ddy  we  went  off  to  our  own  lake  to  troll, 
with  not  much  success — two  good  fish  of  4|lb.  each — 
and  the  evening  was  again  spent  on  the  river,  which 
was  fislied  from  top  to  bottom.  Two  fish  I  had 
great  difficulty  in  landing,  for  they  managed  to  get 
the  line  several  times  round  their  bodies,  so  that 
one  had  absolutely  no  control  over  them.  The  best 
fish  was  a  grilse  of  51b.,  fresh  from  the  sea,  and  he 
took  it  into  his  head  to  go  down  where  I  could  not 


A  Pretty  Brace. 


follow  him  ;  but  Halsten  took  the  rod  and  jumped 
up  to  his  middle  into  the  water,  and  took  the  fish 
down  past  the  most  difi&cult  place. 

It  would  weary  you  if  I  gave  you  an  account  of 
each  day's  fishing.  The  weather  was  glorious,  but 
unfortunately  the  river  got  lower  and  lower  and  the 
water  clearer  every  day,  and  the  fish  came  shorter 
and  shorter  both  at  fly  and  minnow.  I  had  to  use 
a  fine  cast  and  the  smallest  of  hooks,  with  the  con- 
sequence that  many  fish  were  lost.  Unfortunately, 
too,  I  was  rather  late  for  the  bigger  fish,  for  the 
largest  sea-trout  were  already  up,  and  the  grilse  of 
the  sea-trout  were  beginning  to  run  ;  but  I  ended 
up  on  Saturday  evening  with  a  fine  sea-trout  of  61b., 
the  largest  one  I  caught,  on  a  bright  claret-hackle 


Stroemme. 


fly  of  my  own  making.  The  best  day  I  had  for 
numbers  was  the  first  day— nine  fish,  weighing  271b. ; 
but  one  evening  I  had  a  better  average,  namely,  five, 
weighing  201b.  When  the  bigger  sea-trout  are  run- 
ning they  should  average  over  51b.,  as  I  learnt  from 
a  young  Scotchman  who  had  fished  the  river  a  fort- 
night earlier.  After  all,  sport  is  all  a  matter  of  com- 
parison, and  if  you  fish  with  a  light  rod,  light  tackle, 
and  small  flies,  a  31b.  average  is  good  enough, 
especially  when  accompanied  by  brilliant  weather 
and  glorious  surroundings.  No  doubt  we  could 
have  caught  more  and  larger  fish  if  we  had  given 
more  time  to  trolling,  but  who  would  troll  when  you 
can  catch  them  with  a  fly  ? 

*  A  paper  read  by  Mr.  J.  Arthur  Hutton  before 
theManchester  Angling  Association,  March  15, 1904. 


We  were  none  of  us  Borry  when  Sunday  had  come, 
and  we  could  have  a  day  of  rest.  To  our  surprise, 
after  breakfast,  we  saw  a  number  of  boats  heading 
up  the  fjord,  and,  making  inquiries,  we  learnt  that 
service  was  only  held  once  a  month,  and  this  was 
the  day.  Sunday  in  out-of-the-way  places  in 
Norway  is  the  social  event  of  the  month,  and  boat- 
load after  boat-load  kept  arriving  both  bytbelakeand 
from  the  hamlets  scattered  along  the  shore  of  the 
fjord.  They  collected  into  little  groups  around  the 
church  hours  before  service  began,  and  all  the  events 
of  the  past  month  and  all  the  gossip  and  scandal  of 
the  neighbourhood  were  eagerly  discussed.  We 
ourselves  were  objects  of  considerable  interest,  and 
many  of  the  farmers  came  to  thank  us  for  the  fish 
we  had  given  them,  for  we  could  not  possibly  eat 
all  that  we  were  catching.  Amongst  others  were 
the  dear  old  gentlemen  who  had  rowed  us  down  the 
fjord,  and  most  delighted  were  we  aU  to  meet  again 
and  have  a  "  crack  "  outside  the  church.  We  were 
rather  late  going  in,  and  were  shown  into  a  place  of 
honour  by  the  clerk,  in  the  chancel.  This  was  a 
compliment  we  could  well  have  foregone,  for  it 
made  it  difficult  for  us  to  leave  before  service  was 
over  without  giving  offence.  We  managed  to  stand 
an  hour  of  prayers  and  singing,  and  also  a  sermon 
an  hour  long,  but  when  Halsten  told  us  the  service 
would  probably  last  another  hour  patience  was 
exhausted,  and  seeing  others  make  a  move,  we 
slipped  out  as  quietly  as  we  could.  All  the  same, 
it  was  an  experience  I  would  willingly  repeat,  for 
no  one  could  help  being  impressed  by  the  devout - 
ness  of  the  congregation,  mostly  old  men  and 
women,  with  faces  seamed  and  lined  with  the  toil 
of  years.  I  am  afraid  many  of  the  best  of  Norway's 
youths  have  to  emigrate,  for  the  country  is  too  poor 
to  support  them  all.  Some  of  them  do  find  their 
way  back  again,  but  you  can  hardly  come  across  a 
single  family  in  Norway  who  have  not  parted  for 
ever  with  some  of  their  nearest  and  dearest.  Hal- 
sten himself  had  two  daughters  married,  living  in 
Pittsburg,  and  most  amusing  was  the  account  he 
gave  us  of  a  surprise  visit  he  had  once  made  to 
America  to  see  them.  It  was  really  rather  a  brave 
undertaking  for  a  simple  countryman,  and  I  can 
well  imagine  his  feelings  when  he  stepped  out  of  the 
train  at  that  far-away  American  city,  expected  by 
no  one  and  met  by  no  one.  By  the  merest  chance, 
almost  the  first  person  he  met  was  a  fellow-coimtrj'- 
man  from  his  own  village,  who  had  emigrated  to  the 
States  years  before. 

Despite  the  length  of  the  service  and  the  difficulty 
of  following  the  words,  it  was  not  without  some 
small  excitement.  As  the  church  was  overcrowded, 
several  women  and  children  had  to  sit  on  the 
chancel  steps  and  on  the  kneeling  cushions  round 
the  communion  table.  Poor  little  round-faced 
things,  it  was  rather  hard  to  have  boots  and  stock- 
ings on  and  to  sit  stiU  so  long  in  a  stuffy  church, 
instead  of  rushing  about  bare-legged,  playing  hide- 
and-seek  among  the  trees  or  dabbling  in  the  shallow 
waters  warmed  by  the  hot  sun.  Sundry  bottles  of 
milk  and  small  cakes  were  often  surreptitiously  pro- 
duced as  the  only  means  of  keeping  them  quiet. 
Not  the  least  interesting  was  a  young  mother  with 
her  child,  which  had  been  brought  for  the  baptismal 
service  later  on.  It  was  carried  in  a  sort  of  portable 
cradle  or  box,  which  was  entirely  swathed  in  a  long 
woollen  -WTapper,  and  which  looked  as  if  it  contained 
a  small  mummy  child.  Well,  a  child  of  a  few  weeks 
old  caimot  last  two  hours  without  some  nourish- 
ment, and  many  were  the  unwTappings,  first  of  the 
outer  cradle  coverings  and  then  of  the  swaddUng 
clothes,  before  the  poor  little  thing,  which  was 
loudly  protesting  against  such  treatment,  was 
brought  to  light,  and  then  a  loud  sucking,  and  after- 
wards peace. 

Monday  morning  broke  dark  and  cloudy,  driving 
rain  and  mist  nearly  down  to  the  sea.  My  bath  in 
the  lake  was  got  through  as  soon  as  possible,  and 
when  I  got  back  to  dress  I  told  Marie  not  to  hurry 
with  the  breakfast.  That  was  a  mistake,  for  I  had 
gradually  educated  her  to  realise  that  in  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  after  I  got  back  from  bathing  I  should  be 
ready  for  breakfast.  However.  I  filled  up  the  time 
with  making  a  couple  of  fUes,  and  as  this  morning  the 
sun  was  hidden  behind  dark,  rolling  clouds,  we 
made  straight  for  the  river,  and  with  one  of  those 
flies  before  eleven  o'clock  I  managed  to  catch  five 
sea-trout,  weighing  14lb.  Curiously  enough,  that 
was  all  we  did,  and  afterwards  I  did  not  get  a  single 
rise  or  a  run  at  the  minnow,  when  we  took  to  trolling 
on  the  lake  in  despair.  I  have  often  noticed  when 
the  mist  lies  low  on  the  hillside  that  sea-trout  are 
bad  to  move.   I  think  JIarie  was  the  only  one  who 
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rejoiced,  for  we  had  supper  that  night  at  nine  o'clock; 
This  meal  up  to  now  had  been  a  movable  feast — 
sometimes  at  9.30,  sometimes  at  ten,  and  once  as 
late  as  12.  She  was  a  wonderful  cook,  for  no  matter 
what  time  we  returned,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  in 
less  time  than  it  took  us  to  get  our  boots  ofi  and 
wash,  a  steaming  hot  supper  was  ready  waiting 
for  us.' 

It  was  very  disappointing  the  next  morning,  our 
last  day,  to  find  the  rain  coming  down  harder  than 
ever,  and  the  clouds  almost  resting  on  the  sea. 
When  we  got  down  to  the  river  we  found  it  nearly 
in  full  flood, .  and  for  the  first  and  only  time  the 
Bridge  Pool  was  di-awn  blank.  The  Bank  Pool 
was  fished  without  result,  the  Snow  Pool  the  same ; 
one  or  two  chance  casts  were  made  in  likely  looking 
water  without  stirring  a  fish.  When  we  had  fished 
down  every  inch  of  the  New  Pool  without  a  rise, 
it  looked  as  if  even  hope  was  hopeless.  On  reaching 
the  lake  we  found  a  strong  wind  blowing  and  a 
fairly  heavy  sea  on,  but  we  had  not  been  trolling 
five  minutes  before  we  got  a  fresh-run  sea-t  out 
of  31b.- 

"  They  are  not  stopping  in  the  river  to-day,  sir, 
but  running  straight  up  the  lake,"  said  Halsten, 
and  after  the  fish  was  landed  I  soonjiad  both  rods 
at  work  again.  We  had  not  gone  twenty  yards 
before  there  was  another  run,  and  I  handed  the 
second  rod  over  to  Halsten  to  reel  up  while  I  played 
the  fish.  Finding  it  was  only  a  small  one,  I  began 
to  pull  the  line  through  the  rings  to  save  time. 

"  Be  quick,  sir,  there  is  a  fish  on  the  other  rod, 
and  a  larger  one,"  Halsten  shouted,  and  as  soon  as 
I  got  in  the  smaller  fish,  which  was  less  than  a 
pound,  I  took  the  other  rod  from  him,  and  that 
very  moment  off  the  fish  went  with  a  run  of  fifty 
yards — a  salmon  sure  enough.  After  reeling  in  he 
made  another  and  a  longer  run,  and  I  began  to 
tremble  lest  there  should  not  be  enough  line,  and 
Halsten  pulled  after  him  as  fast  as  he  could  against 
the  waves  and  wind,  and  when  we  got  most  of  the 
line  back  on  the  reel  we  saw  him  turn  over  with  a 
great  flap  of  his  tail,  which,  to  my  excited  imagina- 
tion, looked  at  least  a  yard  across,  and  then  one 
run  more  and  down  he  went  to  the  bottom  of  the 
lake.  I  kept  a  shady  strain  on  him  for  fully 
quarter  of  an  hour,  but  for  all  practical  purposes  I 
might  have  been  hooked  on  to  a  rock,  for  there  he 
sulked  and  there  he  seemed  likely  to  remain.  One 
more  run,  and  back  came  the  line  in  my  face. 
When  I  reeled  up,  I  found  not  only  had  the  small 
spoon  gone,  but  the  trace  and  thirty  yards  of  the 
running  line  as  well.-  What  had  happened  I  cannot 
tell.  I  thought  the  line  had  been  cut  on  a  svmken 
rock,  but  Halsten  was  sure  I  had  held  him  too  hard. 

"  You  should  never  hold  a  salmon,  sir,  when  he 
runs,  they  are  so  strong  they  will  break  anything." 

"  I  am  sure  I  did  not  hold  him  too  hard,  Halsten."- 

"  I  wish  I  had  never  given  you  the  rod,  sir."- 

"  Well,  hang  it  all,  Halsten,  you  did  give  me  the 
rod,  and  let  that  be  an  end  of  it."- 

We  rowed  into  the  bank  to  put  on  another 
minnow  on  the  shortened  line,  and  I  am  afraid  the 
poor  old  boy  was  much  upset.  Honestly  I  did  not 
mind  so  much,  though  it  was  annoying  to  lose  the 
first  and  only  salmon  we  had  seen,  but  I  never  mind 
losing  a  fish  on  the  troll  so  much  as  I  do  on  the  fly. 
It  is  always  hard  to  say  what  is  the  size  of  the  fish 
one  loses,  but  this  was  certainly  a  big  fellow, 
2>robably  between  twenty  and  thirty  pounds.  We 
were  rather  sad  and  silent  after  this  misfortune: 

Working  slowly  up  the  lake  again  we  got  a  sea- 
trout  of  4|lb.,  and  we  now  reached  a  bit  of  water 
which  so  far  I  had  fished  without  much  success. 
In  its  centre  the  lake  narrows,  and  in  the  narrows 
is  a  fine  bit  of  casting  water  about  one  hundred 
yards  long  where  the  stream  from  the  upper  lake 
runs  into  the  lower.  It  has,  of  course,  to  be  fished 
from  the  boat.  Putting  on  a  fair-sized  Blue  Doctor, 
I  began  casting — no  easy  matter,  standing  up  with 
a  strong  wind  blowing  and  the  boat  rocking  about. 
J  had  hardly  made  three  casts  when  up  he  came, 
and  on  raising  the  point,  that  delicious  thrill  !  I 
was  into  him — a  salmon  again — and  away  he  went. 
After  a  long  struggle  we  got  him  to  the  surface, 
and  then  came  the  question  how  to  land  him.  If 
you  want  to  get  hold  of  a  salmon,  leave  the  gaff 
behind,  and  that  was  what  we  had  done.  The  net 
was  large,  but  still  not  too  large,  and  Halsten  was 
doubtful  whether  it  could  bo  managed. 

"  Never  mind,  Halsten,  if  you  do  miss  him  ;  you 
will  have  done  your  best,"  said  I,  and  drawing  the 
lish  up  to  the  boat,  I  l)rought  him  where  Halsten 
had  the  net  ready,  and  in  a  second  he  was  kicking 
about  on  the  bottom  of  the  boat,  a  fair  fish  which 


weighed  111b.,  but  ought  to  have  been  more.-  .  The 
thoughts  of  our  previous  disaster  were  not  so  keen 
as  before; 

After  a  rest  and  a  pipe,  I  suggested  to  Halsten 
we  should  try  the  stream  again,  as  we  had  not 
disturbed  it  much.  That  was  the  worst  of  this  bit 
of  water— you  only  had  your  one  chance  down  it, 
for  in  working  down  you  spoilt  the  water  with  the 
boat.  However,  we  started  again  at  the  head  of 
the  stream,  and  about  ten  yards  below  where  we 
had  risen  the  first  fish  there  was  a  huge  splash  at 
the  fly,  but  luckily  I  had  not  touched  him. 

"  You  are  working  the  fly  too  quickly,  sir,  and 
you  are  pulling  it  right  away  from  them  when  they 
come."- 

This  was  probably  true  enough,  but  it  is  not  an 
easy  matter  to  fish  well  standing  up  in  a  small  boat 
tossing  in  large  waves,  with  a  big  wind  blowing. 
However,  we  started  again  at  the  top  of  the  stream, 
and  I  got  Halsten  to  hold  the  boat  nearer  the  middle, 
so  that  I  could  let  the  fly  dwell  a  little  longer  in  the 
rougher  water  in  the  centre.  Just  when  the  fly 
came  working  slowly  round  over  the  sunken  rock 
where  the  fish  had  shown  before,  up  he  came,  and 
this  time  I  struck  more  slowly  and  was  into  him. 
Away  he  went  like  a  steam  engine,  though  it  must 
have  been  several  weeks  since  he  left  the  sea,  and 
we  were  after  him  as  fast  as  possible;  After  several 
rushes,  during  which  he  never  showed  himself,  he 
settled  down  in  the  sulks  at  the  bottom  of  the  lake, 
and  this  time  Halsten  had  to  tell  me  to  hold  him 
harder,  for  after  losing  the  first  fish,  I  was  afraid  of 
holding  this  one  too  hard.  At  last  we  got  him  up, 
and  this  time  there  was  no  question  ;  the  net  was 
of  no  use;  There  was  nothing  for  it  but  to  land  and 
tail  him  somewhere.  That  is  no  easy  matter  in 
Norwegian  lakes,  for  as  a  rule  the  banks  are  more 
like  the  sides  of  houses,  going  straight  down  into 
deep  water.  Eventually  we  persuaded  him  to 
follow  us  into  a  small  sandy  bay,  but  we  soon  had 
to  clear  out  again  into  deep  water,  for  it  was  full  of 
weeds.  We  had  to  go  down  that  lake  fully  half-a- 
mile  before  we  could  find  a  suitable  spot,  and  every 
now  and  again  the  fish  would  make  another  run,  to 
be  followed  by  lashing  out  when  we  got  him  to  the 
surface  again.  A  salmon  on  light  tackle  and  a 
small  rod  has  to  be  treated  with  respect;  At  last 
we  reached  a  suitable  spot,  and  Halsten  explained 
exactly  what  he  wanted  me  to  do;  As  soon  as  we 
got  in  the  shallow  water  the  fish  began  lashing  out 
again,  which  made  one  very  anxious  with  the  short 
line  I  had  out.  .As  soon  as  he  was  quiet  Halsten 
gently  ran  the  boat  into  the  bank  and  jumped  into 
the  water;  I  swung  the  rod  round,  bringing  the 
fish  towards  the  shore,  and  before  he  had  time  to 
begin  lashing  out  again  Halsten  had  his  knife  into 
him  behind  the  shoulder  and  ran  him  up  on  to  the 
shingle — as  neat  a  piece  of  work  as  one  could  wish 
to  see;  It  was  a  good  fish,  although  up  a  little  time. 
We  guessed  him  as  20lb.,  but  on  weighing  him  after- 
wards 171b.  was  all  he  pulled,  .And  now  the  loss  of 
the  first  fish  was  quite  forgotten;  It  was  great  luck 
getting  two  salmon  when  none  were  expected,  for 
June  is  the  month  for  salmon  fishing,  and  I  had 
only  come  for  the  sea-trout.  At  any  rate,  it  was  a 
fine  ending  to  a  capital  fishing  holiday.  Our  total 
catch  in  the  nine  days  was  fifty-seven  sea-trout, 
grilse,  and  bull  trout,  weighing  1501b.,  and  two 
salmon; 

But  time  and  tide  wait  for  no  man,  and  we  had 
to  get  back,  have  dinner,  pack  up  our  traps,  and 
catch  the  steamer  ;  so  hauling  the  boat  up  well 
away  from  the  water,  we  set  off  for  the  farm,  and 
rounding  the  corner,  met  my  wife,  who  had  for  the 
first  time  not  accompanied  us,  and  had  missed  all 
the  fun. 

"  What  a  pity  she  was  not  there,  Halsten." 

"  Perhaps  we  would  not  have  caught  them  if  she 
had  been,"  was  Halsten's  dry  rejoinder; 

On  reaching  the  farm  Marie  soon  had  dinner 
ready,  and  then  came  our  biU,  and  I  must  confess  I 
was  most  curious  to  see  what  would  be  the  total. 
Of  course  we  had  taken  a  fair  supply  of  provisions 
with  us,  including  nearly  everything  down  to  bread, 
and  all  they  supplied  us  with  were  bed  and  lodging, 
potatoes,  milk  and  eggs,  and  of  course  attendance. 
For  nine  days  for  my  wife  and  myself  and  for 
Halsten  the  total  charges  were  32  krone,  or  about 
Is.  4d.  per  day  for  each  of  us,  and  everything  was 
beautifully  done  and  spotlessly  clean,  with  an  un- 
limited supply  of  bilberries,  cloudberries,  and  all 
sorts  of  other  berries  thrown  in,  accompanied  by  the 
most  delightful  friendliness  one  could  wish  for;  It 
was  all  I  could  do  to  persuade  Marie  to  accept  some 
reward  for  her  excellent  cooking. 


Our  luggage  was  again  packed  on  the  sled  and 
the  rough,  sturdy  little  pony  put  in  the  shafts,  and; 
away  it  went,  bumping  and  thumping  over  a  rough,; 
stony  path,  in  places  no  path  at  all,  down  to  the 
pier,  accompanied  by  Farmer  Stroemme  and  Halsten,; 
who  was  delighted  when  we  told  him  we  did  not 
want  the  salmon,  and  he  could  do  what  he  liked 
with  them;  Wise  man :  he  sold  the  salmon  to 
someone  on  the  steamer,  but  took  a  grilse  home  to 
his  wife.  It  is  always  sad  saying  farewell,  but  more 
especially  so  in  Norway,  or  at  any  rate  in  those 
■parts  of  Norway  where  they  are  stiU  unspoilt.  It  is 
not  there  a  case  of  the  landlord  having  taken  the 
change  and  the  waiters  the  rest,  but  it  is  good-bye 
from  friend  to  friend,  and  I  can  picture  them  now 
as  I  saw  them  then,  standing  on  the  pier  as  the 
steamer  moved  off — Farmer  Stroemme  and  his  wife, . 
Marie  and  the  little  girl,  and  many  other  good 
friends,  and  not  forgetting  the  doctor,  waving  their 
handkerchiefs,  and  calling  out,  "  Farvel!"  and  again 
"  Farvel !  "- 
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Names  of  Makees  of  Rods  which  won  Prizes. 


Aggregate 
total  wins. 

Name  of  Maker 
of  Bod. 

1st 
Prizes. 
Gold 
KedalB. 

2nd 
Prizes. 
Silver 
Medals. 

3rd 
Prizes. 
Bronze 
Medals. 

40 

Leonard 

19 

10 

11 

19 

Abercrombie 

3 

9 

7 

5 

Payne  . 

1 

3 

1 

6 

Hardy  .    .  . 

1 

1 

4 

3 

Amateur  . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Kismic  .  , 

1 

1 

1 

Falvey  .  , 

1 

1 

Orvis    .  . 

1 

77 


EAELY  SPRING  TEOUT  FISHING. 

Few  men  less  enamoured  of  the  gentle  art  than 
the  ultra-enthusiast  of  fly-fishing  can  adequately 
realise  the  joyous  ebullitions  of  excitement  uprising 
within  his  breast  at  the  dawn  of  the  opening  day  of 
trout  fishing,  when,  immune  for  a  brief  space  from 
the  trammels  of  business,  he  prepares  to  revisit  the 
scenes  of  never-fading  triumphs  in  foregone  seasons. 
A  contented  mind  is  his  as  he  sallies  forth,  fully 
equipped,  to  essay  conclusions  with  the  sportive 
trout.  Away  from  the  atmosphere  of  the  city  he  is 
a  changed  man ;  his  features  speedily  relax  that 
tense  expression  so  familiar  in  Throgmorton-street. 

Never  has  he  seen  the  country  to  better  advantage, 
he  tells  himself,  as  his  feet  encounter  the  soft, 
elastic  turf,  for  in  this  pen-picture  we  are  endea- 
vouring to  depict  our  angler  as  enjoying  all  the 
essentials  calculated  to  encourage  sport.  High 
above  the  lark  pours  forth  his  song  in  tuneful 
cadence ;  in  yonder  coppice  the  firs  are  already 
shedding  their  winter  covering  and  assuming  tints 
of  brightest  green,  and  the  sun-kissed  hillocks 
are  picturesquely  starred  with  coltsfoot  blossom ; 
while  deep  down  in  the  valley,  sparkling  like  a 
ribbon  of  burnished  silver,  the  river  threads  its 
sinuous  course  midst  a  scene  of  ever-changing 
beauty — all  these  mystic  workings  of  Nature's 
power  in  turn  reveal  themselves  to  our' angler  on 
this  spring  morning  as  he  hastens  forward  to  tempt 
the  trout  with  his  fancies. 

Years  seem  to  have  elapsed  since  he  last  made  a 
cast ;  and  yet  when  he  reaches  the  river  and  con- 
templates the  well -remembered  pools  and  eddies,  it 
seems  but  yesterday  that  he  took  a  brace  of  fish 
beneath  yonder  alder  bush ;  while,  as  his  gaze 
travels  upstream  and  tarries  for  a  moment  where  the 
river's  bed  narrows- — the  waters  coursing  onwards, 
anon  flinging  themselves  in  mad  glee  against  huge, 
impassive  boulders — it  is  not  difficult  for  him  to 
conjure  up  red-letter  days  hereabouts; 

But  the  angler  must  not  be  idle  in  early  spring  if 
he  would  court  success,  since  the  hours  of  sunshine 
are  very  short  and  the  hatching  of  the  pupae  or 
larv?e,  like  the  rise  of  trout,  very  uncertain.  His 
choice  of  imitations  should  be  quickly  made;  and 
might  rest  with  such  dressings  as  the  following : 
March  Brown,  Winter  ftrewn,-  Waterhen  Bloa, 
Snipe  and  Yellow,  or  Snipe  Bloa,  and  Snipe  and 


April  16,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


253 


Piirple.  Then  he  should  carefully  select  a  stretch 
of  -srater  for  operations  and  give  his  undivided 
attention  to  that  stretch,  in  order  to  be  prepared 
for  the  rise  as  soon  as  it  manifests  itself ;  for,  rest 
assured,  if  the  natural  insect  is  slow  in  hatching  out 
II  your  reach,  it  is  equally  so  on  the  other  reaches 
'  t  the  river  :  everything  depends  on  the  tempera- 
lure  of  the  water  and  the  atmospheric  conditions. 

The  restless  angler,  with  a  penchant  for  roaming, 
is  a  familiar  figure  on  almost  any  river.  One 
moment  he  is  seen  near  by  standing  thigh-deep  in 
the  verj'  pick  of  the  stream  his  cast  of  flies  ought  to 
be  scouring  ;  the  next  he  is  a  hundred  yards  away, 
Hogging  the  water  with  might  and  main,  and  soon 
uterwards  he  has  disappeared  round  the  bend  of 
the  river,  and  his  anglirig  companions  mirthfidly 
avow  that  he  has  abandoned  fishing  for  the  time 
being  and  entered  into  training  for  some  impending 
long-distance  walking  contest.  How  precious  are 
the  minutes  in  early  spring  trout  fishing,  when  both 
the  rise  and  sunshine  are  so  fitful ;  only  the  ex- 
perienced angler  can  grasp  their  value. 

But  I  am  diverging.  Our  angling  enthusiast  is 
impatiently  cleaving  the  empty  air  with  his  line, 
until  I  am  ready,  as  it  were,  to  take  you  would-be 
votaries  of  fly  fishing  along  with  me  to  derive  some 
instruction  from  his  mode  of  procedure.  Observe 
how  cautiously  he  approaches  the  water,  first 
searching  the  river's  fringe  with  his  imitations 
before  permitting  his  legs,  clad  in  wading  stockings, 
to  disturb  the  water.  Such,  indeed,  is  an  object- 
lesson  to  the  impetuous  angler,  who  rushes  incon- 
tinently into  the  thin  shallows,  the  while  hugging 
the  delusion  that  the  fish  lie  in  midstream,  when,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  they  never  frequent  the  strong  and 
rough  waters  until  towards  the  wane  of  spring. 

And  now,  just  note  how  cleverly  our  expert  mani- 
pulates his  rod  and  line.  By  way  of  preamble  to 
ensure  accuracy,  the  line  is  made  to  rotate  for  an 
instant  above  the  angler's  head,  and  then,  impelled 
by  a  powerful  turn  of  the  wrist,  it  shoots  forward 
with  unerring  judgment,  to  fall  as  lightly  as  swan's 
upon  the  river's  surface. 

Ah  I  a  fish  has  risen — so  quickly  that,  although 
wo  have  been  intent  on  following  the  cast  of  flies  in 
its  passage  down  stream,  we  have  failed  to  discern 
any  movement  in  the  water — the  line  is  taut,  the 
fish  madly  careering  hither  and  thither  in  vain 
effort  to  free  himself  of  his  fetters,  while  the  tip  of 
the  rod,  at  times  almost  parallel  with  the  butt, 
assumes  such  an  alarming  angle  that  time  and 
again  we  resign  ourselves  to  imminent  disaster. 
But  the  rod  is  made  of  sterling  stuff — albeit  it  is  not 
so  light  as  those  featherweight  rods  our  American 
cousins  are  bringing  over  the  herring-pond  shortly, 
to  give  us  a  practical  illustration  of  their  advantages, 
which  they  claim  are  superior  to  those  of  rods  of 
hea\ner  build  made  in  tliis  country — and  nobly  does 
it  withstand  the  strain  caused  by  the  fish,  which, 
exhausted  with  its  mad  rushes,  is  adroitly  steered 
into  the  landing-net.  May  our  pattern  angler  be 
forgiven  if,  with  us,  he  loses  a  few  moments  in 
feasting  his  eyes  upon  the  beauteous  form— a 
picture  of  iridescent  hues — of  this,  his  first  fish  of 
the  season. 

Meanwhile  the  sun  has  increased  in  power,  and 
its  warmth  has  induced  a  rise  of  fly,  the  Winter 
Brown  being  much  in  evidence. 

There  is  life  in  the  water  now  ;  the  trout  remain 
close  to  the  surface,  keeping  a  vigilant  look-out  for 
winged  insects  floating  on  the  crest  of  the  stream. 

Now  comes  the  angler's  golden  opportunity  to 
secure  a  brace  or  two. 

Beginning  at  tho  tail,  and  wading  as  little  as 
possible,  he  gradually  works  towarcLs  the  head  of  the 
stream,  and  as  each  fish  is  hooked  he  is  deftly 
accounted  for,  the  angler  making  a  special  effort  to 
lead  and  play  his  fish  below,  in  order  that  the  fish 
in  the  top  water  may  not  have  their  suspicions 
aroused.  The  centre  and  far  side  of  the  stream 
next  occupy  our  expert's  attention,  and  indeed 
fortunate  is  he  if,  having  risen  and  hooked  a  pounder 
in  that  rough  and  rapid  water,  he  can  land  him 
inside  of  five  minutes. 

Once  again  we  are  privileged  to  see  a  heavy  fish 
battling  for  freedom  at  the  end  of  the  line.  Down 
stream  he  races,  tearing  tho  line  from  the  winch, 
whose  screeching  is  heard  above  the  roar  of  the 
river  ;  now  he  flings  himself  out  of  the  water,  falling 
back  on  its  surface;  with  a  loud  report,  suggestive  of 
a  Cnicago  kiss  ;  and  the  coolest  and  most  collected 
witness  of  the  struggle  is  our  enthusiast,  who  plays 
his  quarry  with  a  masterly  hand,  born  of  long 
experience.  Another  brace  of  fish  is  added  to  the 
••reel  ero  the  rise  ends. as  abruptly  as  it  commenced 


and  the  outlook  offering  poor  signs  of  a  renewal  of 
sport,  we  decide  to  cry  off  for  the  day. 

But  oh,  how  your  wrist  will  ache  with  your  early 
attempts  at  fly  fishing  !  Not  for  long,  however. 
Soon  you  will  find  yourself  able  to  wield  your  rod 
and  Une  for  hours  at  a  stretch  with  little  discomfort. 
As  I  pen  these  concluding  lines  I  seem  to  wish  that 
my  wrist  would  ache  as  the  result  of  a  capital  day's 
trout  fishing,  and  so  banish  the  pain  in  my  heart 
consequent  on  the  want  of  a  day  on  the  river. 

Brown  Owl. 


THE  OTTER  IN  SOUTH  AFEICA. 

So  many  interesting  references  have  of  late  been 
made  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  the  otter — more 
especially  in  connection  with  trout — that'  your 
readers  may  care  to  have  some  authentic  infor- 
mation about  liis  career  in  South  Africa. 

It  may  be  recalled  that  in  1899  the  late  Colonel 
Bowker,  a  well-known  South  African  naturalist, 
was  invited  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
Natal  Government  to  further  the  introduction  of 
trout  into  that  colony,  to  give  his  views  on  the 
otter.  The  late  Colonel  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
nothing  was  to  be  feared  from  the  South  African 
otter,  adding  that  he  believed  the  otter  lived 
entirely  on  crabs,  and  that  it  was  unlikely  he  would 
take  to  catching  fish. 

This  favourable  estimate,  however,  has  come  to 
be  reveraed  in  Natal,  for  the  otter  caused  serious 
bereavements  amongst  the  trout  in  the  Government 
stock  ponds  at  Tetworth,  near  Howick.  Just  after 
the  ponds  were  built — indeed,  before  the  covers 
were  put  on — an  otter  scented  a  dainty  menu,  and 
from  one  of  the  ponds  he  took  twenty  out  of  fifty 
trout ;  from  another  pond,  containing  five  Umgeni 
river  trout,  he  caused  three  obituary  notices  to  be 
written. 

In  June  last  year  absolute  evidence  was  afforded 
in  Natal  of  the  otter's  destructiveness,  trout  again 
being  the  victims.  At  Tetworth  there  is  a  stream, 
the  grass  on  one  side  of  which  was  burnt.  On 
either  side  of  the  stream  was  a  thick  bed  of  reeds, 
and  from  the  side  whereon  the  fire  had  raged  the 
opposite  bank  could  be  easily  seen  ;  and  on  the 
latter  bank — on  a  ledge  just  above  the  water  line — 
were  observed  three  recently-killed  trout  and  the 
remains  of  three  more.  The  three  recently-killed 
trout  were  all  females,  and  full  of  ova,  not  quite 
ripe.  One  of  these  trout  was  eighteen  inches  long 
and  weighed  2^1b.  ;  the  other  two  were  thirteen 
and  a  half  inches  long,  and  together  weighed  IJlb. 
It  was  decided  to  set  a  trap,  and  for  this  purpose  a 
steel  trap,  used  for  catching  cats,  was  planted 
amongst  the  remains  of  the  other  three  trout. 
Next  morning  a  male,  web-footed  otter  was  caught 
in  the  trap. 

My  friend  Mr.  J.  C.  Parker,  who  is  honorary 
superintendent  of  the  Natal  Government  hatcheries 
on  his  farm  at  Tetworth,  suggests  that  owners  of 
trout  streams  should  take  measures  to  reduce  the 
number  of  otters  in  their  districts.  He  says  that 
there  are  a  great  number  of  otters  in  the  Bushman's 
river,  and  that  the  Mooi  river  (Natal)  is  infested 
with  them; 

The  experience  of  Mr.  Arthur  N.  Stenning  (the 
Transvaal  Trout  Acclimatisation  Society's  manager) 
with  regard  to  otters  and  fish  may  be  quoted,  and 
on  the  whole  it  shows  the  need  for  caution  where 
otters  exist.  Otters  of  two  species  occur  in  the 
Transvaal,  and  it  is  true  that  their  diet  consists 
very  largely  of  crabs,  but  Mr.  Stenning  has  proved 
beyond  a  doubt  that  they  do  eat  fish  also.  He, 
however,  did  not  consider  the  amount  of  fish  thus 
eaten  in  his  first  year  (1903)  in  the  Transvaal  very 
serious,  for  during  that  period  he  found  fish  bones 
in  otters'  exoretia  on  one  occasion  only.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  otter 
finds  a  friend  in  Mr.  Thomas  Ayres,  who  has  lived 
at  Potchefstroom  for  forty  years,  and  who  says  he 
has  not  known  of  any  instance  of  otters  killing  fish. 
Mr.  Ayres — "  Uncle  Tom,"  as  he  is  kno\vn  prac- 
tically all  over  South  Africa,  and  who  is  an  expert 
ornithologist  (I  can  imagine  how  a  chat  with  "  Uncle 
Tom"  would  delight  the  heart  of  the  "  Amateur 
Angler  ") — always  commands  respect  when  he 
delivers  judgment  on  any  natural  history  question, 
and  that  is  why  I  quote  him  ;  but  champions,  of 
the  otter  (such  as  Mr.  Oliver  Procter,  for  instance) 
are  surely  not  entitled  to  make  capital  out  of  this 
particular  declaration,  even  granting  the  observa- 
tions extend  over  forty- years,  because  against  Mr. 
Ayres'  negative  evidence  is  the  positive  evidence  of 


Mr.  Stenning  that  in  tho  same  neighbourhood  ho 
once  found,  during  his  very  first  year  in  the  Trans- 
vaal, fish  bones  in  otters'  excretia. 

But  Mr.  Stenning's  general  experience  is  dead 
against  tho  otter.  He  says  that  although  fish  may 
form  no  regular  part  of  the  otter's  diet,  yet  this 
quadruped  is  in  nature  similar  to  the  fox — that  is  to 
say,  ho  kills  for  the  mere  pleasure  of  killing.  Mr. 
Stenning  is  deliberately  of  opinion  that  if  an  otter 
were  allowed  to  get  into  a  fish-pond,  and  to  remain 
there  undisturbed,  he  would  continue  the  slaughter 
until  ho  had  annihilated  the  whole  of  the  fish.  In 
support  of  this,  Mr.  Stenning  quotes  an  instance  of 
such  destruction  in  Cape  Colony.  To  Mr.  Stenning's 
words  I  attach  importance,  because  he  has  had  an 
active  and  a  long  experience  of  pisciculture  and 
practical  fishing,  and  he  is  a  careful  observer. 

I  remember  the  water-bailiff  in  the  Iron  Bridge, 
Shropshire,  district  (River  Severn)  once  telling  me 
he  found  a  grayling  which  had  been  attacked  by  an 
enemy,  whose  teeth-marks  were  imprinted  on  the 
fish.  The  bailiff  reckoned  that  the  aggressor  had 
been  an  otter. 

And  I  remember  how  in  boyhood's  days,  on  the 
River  Tern  (a  tributary  of  the  Severn),  in  the 
Market  Drayton  district,  Shropshire,  the  news  of  an 
otter  having  "  been  there  "  used  to  cause  us  appre- 
hension as  to  the  welfare  of  the  trout ;  indeed,  we 
used  to  think  it  would  be  much  nicer  of  the  trout — 
and  afford  themselves,  too,  far  more  excitement — if 
they  would  rise  to  our  fly  and  let  us  land  them, 
rather  than  they  should  run  the  risk  of  being 
unheroically  despatched  ^by  an  otter  ! 

Johannesburg.  B.  Benniok; 


TRANSVAAL  TROUT  ACCLIMATI- 
SATION SOCIETY. 

The  Transvaal  Trout  Acclimatisation  Society  held 
their  annual  meeting  on  March  28  at  the  board 
room.  Trust  Buildings,  corner  of  Fox  and  Loveday 
Streets.  The  year  has  been  a  progressive  one  in  the 
matter  of  trout  acclimatisation.  An  excellent 
establishment  has  been  fitted  up  at  Potchefstroom, 
alongside  the  Mooi  River,  and,  as  a  result  of  the 
hatching  of  the  imported  ova,  14,150  young  trout 
have  already  been  distributed  in  Transvaal  waters. 
These  figures  are  not  tremendous,  but  they  are 
encouraging,  remembering  that  9098  young  trout, 
distributed  between  1890  and  1893,  were  the  basis 
of  trout  acclimatisation  in  Natal,  where  a  trout 
weighing  3flb.  was  captured  some  time  back,  and 
where  records  of  good  sport  ■  with  the  trout — the 
gamest  of  all  fresh-water  fish,  short  of  the  salmon — 
are  authentic.  Of  course  very  many  more  young 
trout  have  been  distributed  in  Natal  in  addition  to 
the  9098,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  observed 
results  of  those  9098  were  the  cause  of  inducing  the 
Natal  Government  (after  they  had  temporarily 
dropped  active  attention  to  trout  acclimatisation) 
renewing  their  interest  in  the  same,  sanctioning 
further  expenditure  and  encouraging  the  movement 
generally.  They  now  have  cause  to  be  proud  of  the 
results.  Their  trout  fishing  is  an  attraction  to  their 
colony.  In  the  Cape  Colony  trout  fishing  also 
exists.  The  Transvaal  Trout  Acclimatisation 
Society  are  working  steadily  on  the  right  conditions, 
and  have  stuck  splendidly  to  their  work  in  spite  of 
the  recent  bad  times.  From  time  to  time  en- 
couraging notices  of  their  work  have  appeared  in 
that  influential  home  journal,  the  Field,  and  that 
specialised  organ  so  popular  -with  anglers,  the  Fish- 
ing Gazette.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  at  the  forth- 
coming annual  meeting  of  the  Transvaal  Trout 
Acclimatisation  Society  there  will  be  a  good  attend- 
ance. -  Many  of  the  most  prominent  sportsmen  on 
the  Rand  are  already  members. — Johannesburg Star^ 


Pike  akd  Dog. — A  gentleman  angUng  for  pike 
succeeded  in  taking  a  very  large  one,  at  which  time 
he  was  encountered  by  a  shepherd  and  his  dog  ; 
he  made  the  man  a  present  of  the  fish,  and  while 
engaged  in  clearing  his  tackle,  he  saw  the  dog,  who 
had  for  some  time  been  expressing  his  satisfaction 
by  the  most  miequivocal  signs,  seat  himself  unsus- 
pectingly with  his  tail  at  a  tempting  proximity  to 
the  jaws  of  the  pike,  which  suddenly  caught  at  it. 
The  dog  was  terrified  at  such  an  appendage  to  his 
tail  ;  he  ran  in  every  direction  to  free  himself,  even 
plunged  into  the  river,  but  in  vain — the  hair  had 
become  so  entangled  in  the  fish's  teeth.  On  landing 
he  ran  to  his  master's  cottage,  and  was  released. — 
Dr.  Smith,  "  Fish  and  Fisheries." 
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THE  THEOEIES  OF  MR.  EARL 
HODGSON. 

The  interest  of  a  work  on  angling  may  be  safely 
said  to  be  in  direct  ratio  to  the  boldness  and  origin- 
ality with  which  the  author  attacks  and  discusses 
debatable  points,  and  the  more  the  reader  may  be 
inclined  to  differ  with  him,  the  greater  the  interest. 
Tried  by  this  test,  Mr.  W.  Earl  Hodgson's  work  on 
"  Trout  Fishing,"  fresh  and  stimulating  and  full  of 
matter  as  an  egg  is  of  meat,  must  be  pronounced 
one  of  the  most  interesting  works  on  angling  that 
has  appeared  in  recent  years.  It  simply  bristles 
with  controversial  matter,  and  the  difficulty  of 
selecting  the  most  interesting  points  to  discuss  is 
almost  insuperable.  One  can  hardly  see  the  forest 
for  the  trees. 

To  endeavour  to  sum  up  his  thesis  in  a  few  words, 
he  affirms  that  the  science  of  angling  is  elementary, 
that  the  trout  is  a  sharp-sighted  but  otherwise  dull- 
witted  creature,  incapable  of  learning  by  experience, 
the  slave  of  atmospheric  and  other  conditions  which 
man  does  not  and  never  will  wholly  understand,  and 
by  those  conditions,  imposing  restraint  on  his  appe- 
tites, and  not  by  his  own  wariness,  preserved  from 
extinction  at  the  hands  of  the  angler.  To  the  elabo- 
ration of  these  theses  Mr.  Hodgson  devotes  233  out 
of  his  270  pages,  divided  into  seven  chapters, 
entitled,  "  Elinship  with  the  Arts,"  "  The  Wind," 
"  The  Temperature,"  "  The  Light,"  "  Are  Trout 
Cunning  ?  "  "  Old  John,  Tom  the  Terrier,  and 
Others,"  and  "  Lake  and  Stream,"  incidentally  in 
the  course  of  his  argument  abolishing  the  cult  of  the 
dry-fly,  even  for  the  Hampshire  rivers. 
■  On  this  latter  point  his  trial  days  of  the  wet-fly 
against  the  dry — on  one  of  which  he  creeled  twelve 
and  a  half  brace,  weighing  331b.,  with  the  wet  lure 
on  a  chalk  stream,  on  another  of  which  he  took  ten 
brace  on  the  Test  with  the  wet-fly  to  the  four  brace 
apiece  of  two  dry-fly  men  on  the  same  water,  and  on 
a  third  of  which  he  took  eight  brace  on  the  Kennet 
with  the  wet-fly — are  perhaps  more  convincing  than 
his  argument.  That  argument  is  somewhat  difficult 
to  summarise  within  the  limits  of  this  paper  without 
crowding  out  other  matter  which  deserves  attention. 
Briefly,  it  is  this.  On  the  evidence  of  "  dry-fly 
entomology  the  undigested  insect  food  found  in 
trout  consists  of  masses  of  larvae  and  njrmphs,  with 
a  few  occasional  specimens  of  winged  insects."  On 
the  same  evidence  many  female  flies  (Mr.  Hodgson 
says  all,  but  that  is  not  borne  out  by  his  quotation) 
go  down  into  the  water  voluntarily  to  deposit  eggs. 
Trout  frequently  miss  natural  flies  floating  on  the 
surface.  Most  of  the  flies  provided  by  nature  are 
half  drowned.  Ergo,  the  lure  should  be  allowed  to 
dip  below  the  surface. 

If  this  were  all  the  considerations  applying,  it 
would  be  an  unanswerable  case  ;  but  there  are 
special  conditions  appljring  to  chalk  streams  which 
the  author  has  apparently  not  taken  into  account. 
The  streams  are  smooth  and  clear,  and  the  fish  un- 
approachable at  short  distance  when  in  position  for 
feeding.  They  are  spread  out  all  over  the  stream, 
and  it  is  not  in  general  possible  (as  in  rough  streams) 
to  guess  precisely  where  they  are  unless  they  break 
the  surface.  If  they  are  breaking  the  surface 
(except  in  bulging),  they  can  generally  be  induced 
to  take  the  floating  fly.  If  they  are  not  taking  the 
floating  natural  fly  or  bulging,  they  are  generally  in 
hiding  among  the  weeds,  rooting  for  shrimps,  larvae, 
and  other  small  deer.  Moreover,  if  a  wet-fly  be 
offered  to  a  trout,  and  he  take  it,  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  keep  80  tight  a  line  as  to  detect  the  rise 
by  feel.  It  is  generally  quite  impossible  to  see  the 
rise  until  too  late,  and  one  runs  the  risk  if  casting 
upstream  of  lining  one's  fish. 

Seeing  how  a  hatch  of  olives  will  bring  the  feeding 
fi?h  into  position  along  the  bank  and  in  other  places 
of  vantage,  and  looking  to  the  difficulties  of  find  ng 
a  feeding  fish  which  is  not  taking  surface  food,  and 
to  the  difficulty  of  knowing  when  he  takes  the  fly 
under  the  surface,  there  really  does  appear  to  be 
something  to  be  said  for  that  d'scredited  fetish  the 
dry-fly.  If  Mr.  Hodgson  will  cxpla-'n,  so  that  he 
who  run?  may  read,  how  those  difficulties  are  to  be 
surmounted,  it  may  be  that  the  votaries  of  the  dry- 
fly  will  forswear  that  lazy  and  in3ompetent  method 
of  fishing. 

In  other  places  the  writer  of  this  paper  has  on 
more  than  one  occasion  pressed  on  the  angling 
public  the  wisdom  of  recovering  some  command  of 
the  wet-fly  methods,  with  which  our  forefathers 
garnered  good  creels  from  waters  now  consecrate  tCi 
the  dry-fly,  and  on  occasion  he  has  by  use  of  th 


wet-fly  redeemed  from  disaster  a  day  which  other- 
wise threatened  a  blank.  He  has  no  prejudice 
against  the  wet-fly  on  dry-fly  waters,  provided  the 
water  be  not  raked  and  that  the  fly  be  only  directed 
to  particular  fish  or  to  spots  where  fish  ought  to  be. 
But  the  occasions  when  he  has  found  the  wet-fly  of 
service  are  few  indeed  compared  with  those  when 
the  dry-fly  has  earned  success. 

One  could  accord  more  respect  to  Mr.  Hodgson's 
conclusions  if  one  could  always  accept  his  premises. 
He  speaks  (p.  31)  of  "  the  myriad  family  of  insects 
newly  born  among  the  reeds."  They  are  liable  to 
be  caught  in  a  chill  air  ;  "  then  they  are  numbed, 
fall  upon  the  water,  gradually  sink  a  little  below^  the 
surface,  and  are  carried  down  stream.  The  trout 
take  them  without  breaking  the  water."  Has  he 
over'tried  to  submerge  a  natural  fly  ?  Then  he  says 
of  flies  :  "  Most  are  born  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
lake  or  stream,  some  among  the  reeds,  others  on  the 
bushes  or  the  overhanging  trees,  a  few  on  the  bed  of 
the  water."  Can  he  have  any  idea  how  the  bed  of  a 
healthy  river  and  its  vegetation  swarm  with  insect 
life,  in  volume  compared  to  which  the  land  flies 
coming  in  the  way  of  the  trout  are  a  negligible 
quantity.  Mr.  Hodgson  seems  to  have  forgotten 
the  facts  which  he  quoted  from  Mr.  Halford,  namely, 
that  the  bulk  of  the  trout  insect  food  consisted  of 
masses  of  larvae  and  nymphs,  and  is  therefore  bred 
in  the  bed  of  the  river.  To  push  his  argument  to 
its  logical  conclusion,  our  author  ought  to  have 
based  liis  wet-fly  theory  on  this  last  fact. 

A  similar  failure  to  co-ordinate  his  facts  and  to 
carry  out  his  argument  to  its  logical  conclusion  is  to 
be  found  in  his  dealing  with  the  subject  of  light  and 
its  effect  on  angling  for  trout.  He  is  d'scussing  the 
various  theories  as  to  the  effect  of  light,  and  he 
says  (p.  91) :  "  '  A  glare  on  the  water  '  would  be  the 
bane  of  one  .  .  .  another  would  dread  '  lanes 
of  light '  lying  upon  the  surface  of  the  water."  He 
gives  a  concrete  case  (p.  93)  on  a  Fife  lake,  in  which 
he  pointed  out  to  a  friend  "  that  there  was  not 
really  any  lane  of  light ;  the  light  was  all  over  the 
water,- though  only  a  section  of  it  was  seen  by  us. 
The  same  illusion  would  be  always  produced  by  the 
sun  or  moon  or  a  solitary  star,  if  the  boat  happened 
to  be  drifting  towards  the  source  of  light ;  if  it  were 
drifting  any  other  way  there  would  be  no  visible 
lane  of  light  at  all."  Then  he  gives  another  con- 
crete case — again  of  lake  fishing — this  time  in  an 
east  wind.  His  friend  approved  the  conditions  of 
the  water — "  rough  and  blue  :  no  glare."  He  in- 
duced his  friend  to  tm'n.  "  He  turned,  and  saw  all 
the  broad  expanse  behind  was  sparkling  as  if  it  had 
been  studded  with  diamonds."  "  WTiat  if  the  wind 
changed  and  we  had  to  cast  in  that  direction  ? "  "Oh, 
it  would  never  do  at  all :  not  a  fish  would  stir." 
"  Well,  it's  all  the  same  where  you  throw  the  ffies  : 
the  glare's  in  front  as  well  as  behind." 

Now  let  us  turn  to  p.  225.  "  Yes,  my  host  said, 
the  trout  in  the  lake  are  very  plentiful.  ...  As 
to  how  they  lay  he  was  not  sure,  but  his  impression 
was  that  in  a  breeze  they  always  kept  head  to  wind." 
Mr.  Hodgson  has  not  examined  his  theories  of  light 
in  relation  to  this  impression  of  his  host.  But 
suppose  it  were  ascertained  that  the  trout  do  lie 
head  to  wind  or  tail  to  wind,  or  across  the  wind,  or 
in  some  habitual  relation  to  the  direction  of  wind  or 
wave,  what  a  flood  of  light  it  would  bring  to  bear 
upon  the  whole  subject.  It  may  well  be  that  the 
lanes-of-light  theory  and  the  glare  theory  are  by  no 
means  so  absurd  as  Mr.  Hodgson  appears  to  think. 
Suppose  we  assume  that  the  trout  lie  head  to  wind, 
and  that  we  are  lake  fishing  on  a  day  when  we  see 
the  lanes  of  light  in  front  of  us.  That  means  that 
a  northerly  wind  is  drifting  us  southward  towards 
the  sun,  that  the  trout  are  facing  towards  us,  the 
other  way,  and  that  they  get  the  sunlight  full  on 
their  prey  and  on  the  artificial  flies  tendered  to 
them — but  not  in  their  eyes.  In  these  conditions 
we  find  the  trout  do  not  take.  Let  the  wind  be  in 
the  other  direction,  and  the  trout  come  on  and  take 
well.  There  are  many  deductions  to  be  drawn. 
The  writer  of  this  paper  has  had  little  experience  of 
loch  fishing,  and  does  not  pretend  to  know  how 
trout  lie  in  lakes  when  there  is  a  breeze  ;  but  it  is 
evident  that  anyone  who  could  determine  that 
would  lead  the  way  to  the  solution  of  many  pro- 
blems in  lake  fishing,  and  perhaps  in  river  fishing 
also.  In  a  lake  trout  may  lie  in  any  direction,  but 
in  a  river  they  must  lie  head  to  stream.  Subject  to 
th'S,  the  habits  of  trout  are  probably  much  the  same 
in  river  and  in  lake,  and  it  is  probable  that  observa- 
tion of  the  effect  of  light  on  trout  in  rivers  would 
elucidate  its  effect  on  lake  trout,  and  vice  versa. 
The  subject  is  respectfully  commended  to  the 


author's  further  consideration,  in  spite  of  his  asser- 
tion that  light  is  not  as  a  rule  a  cause  of  good  or  bad 
sport.    Mr.  Hodgson  would  refer  this  entirely  to 
atmospheric  conditions,  excluding  even  tempera- 
ture.   No  one  with  any  experience  of  the  waterside 
would  deny  that  atmospheric  conditions,  particu-  ^ 
larly  barometric  pressure,  have  much  to  do  with  the- 
sport  achievable,  but  that  light  has  no  effect  cannotv 
be  admitted.    There  is  a  water  on  the  Itchen  where ' 
at  times  the  water  has  a  milk-and-watery  air  as  one  " 
looks  upstream.    On  these  days  (to  all  appearances 
ideal  angling  days)  the  trout  are  all  nerves,  and  if 
one  gets  within  casting  distance  without  sending 
them  scuttling,  the  first  cast  usually  puts  them 
do>vn. 

Yet  in  spite  of  all  experience  of  trout,  we  are  ^ 
asked  to  accept  the  author's  dogma  that  "  the  wari- 
ness with  which  they  are  credited  is  an  illusion,'* 
and  that  "  they  are  not  even  capable  of  acquiring,- 
wariness."    Will  anglers  on  the  Old  Barge  who  puf  j 
fly  after  fly  over  an  old  stager,  who  goes  on  steadilyjj 
feeding  the  whole  while,  never  making  a  mistake,'] 
believe  this  ?    No.    One  may  agree  that  the  trout 
is  a  person  of  small  memory  and  small  brain  capa- 
city, and  that  his  wariness  is  affected  by  conditions 
of  water  and  weather,  by  hunger,  by  food,  by  his 
instinct  for  tyranny,  andso  on  ;  but  as  much  may 
be  said  of  other  creatures  beside  the  trout,  but  that 
is  not  the  same  thing  as  his  wariness  being  non- 
existent.   The  instances  which  the  author  quotes  of  J 
aberration  of  intellect  on  the  part  of  the  trout  caaj 
be  duplicated  by  any  angler,  but  they  are  the! 
exceptions  which  prove  the  rule.    Assail  with  the! 
dry-fly  the  trout  of  a  German  river  which  hasl 
seldom  been  fished  by  that  method,  and  your| 
success  will  be  instant  and  astonishing.    But  let 
that  river  be  worked  for  a  time  by  this  method,  and 
the  trout  will  acquire  wariness  at  an  astonishing 
rate. 

Mr.  Hodgson  is  ready  to  concede  to  trout  during 
the  daytime  a  sense  of  colour  that  is  "  marvellously 
acute,"  but  he  appears  to  think  it  deserts  the  fish 
at  night.  An  instance  or  two  to  the  contrary  is 
worth  a  great  deal  of  theory.  On  the  Coquet  some 
seasons  back  the  August  Dun  was  on  during  the 
day,  and  the  evenings  saw  his  great  Red  Spinners 
dancing  like  red-hot  needles  in  the  air.  The  present 
wTiter  dressed  a  successful  pattern  with  a  bodj^  of 
dyed  gut  and.  a  wing  from  the  red  feather  of  the 
partridge  tail,  using  the  lower  part  only  of  the 
broad  side,  which  was  freckled  with  fine  black  spots, 
and  a  red  hackle.  The  stock  of  partridge  tail  gave 
out,  and  one  evening  the  cast  consisted  of  three  flies, 
two  winged  with  the  red  feather,  unfreckled,  and  the 
other  with  the  freckled  feather,  in  other  respects 
exactly  alike.  The  fishing  was  at  the  bottom  of 
rough  run  under  overhanging  trees,  and  nearly 
dark  as  pitch  ;  yet  of  a  number  of  fish  which  came 
to  the  basket  every  one  was  taken  on  the  middle  fly, 
which  had  the  freckled  wing.  Again  on  the  Itchea 
Red  Spinner  will  be  distinguished  from  Red  Quill 
and  Silver  Sedge  on  00  hook  with  starling  win 
from  Ginger  Quill  and  Little  Marryatt  with  perfect 
certainty. 

It  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that  by  day  or  by 
night  the  trout's  sense  of  colour  is  practically 
equally  acute.  WTiether  they  see  the  gut  as  well- 
when  the  evening  rise  is  on  is  a  question.  The  ris 
never  begins  till  the  sun  is  off  the  water.  The  gut 
has  therefore  lost  the  glitter  which  makes  it  con 
spicuous  when  the  sun  is  on  the  water.  There  ar 
many  who  hold  with  the  author  that  stained  gut  ' 
more  readily  visible  to  the  trout  than  unstained 
but  it  is  not  just  to  suppose  that  gut  is  stained 
make  it  look  water-coloured.  It  is  in  general  t 
get  a  sky  tint  which  will  make  it  least  visible  aga; 
the  clouds  or  the  dew  that  gut  is  stained. 

It  would  be  possible  to  go  on  d'scussing  thi 
interesting  volume  for  an  indefinite  time,  but 
enough  has  perhaps  been  said  to  induce  the  reader 
to  acquire  the  volume  for  himself  and  think  it  out 
at  leisure.  The  illustrations — a  plate  of  trout  from 
Rolfe  and  a  book  of  patterns  of  stream  and  lake 
flies  arranged  in  months — are  worth  the  price  apart 
from  the  reading  matter.  Val  Conson. 


EXTR.40RDINARY  CiRCUM.STANCE. — A  gentleman 
lately  bought  at  a  fishmonger's  in  Perth  a  few 
pounds  of  small  sized  trout,  in  cleaning  which  the 
servant  discovered  in  one  of  them  a  hard  substance, 
which  turned  out  to  be  the  whole  of  a  teat  of  a  cow. 
The  trout  was  of  the  yellow  kind,  and  measured 
only  fourteen  inches  in  length. — Scotchman,  Septem- 
ber. 1833. 
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ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Remabks. — The  river  is  in 
excellent  order  for  trouting,  and  the  warmer  weather 
has  brought  the  bleak  to  the  surface,  so  anglers  will 
have  a  better  opportunity  of  noting  a  moving  trout. 
In  regard  to  the  large  fish  above  Teddington  Weir 
I  reported  last  week,  Mr.  Bradsell  informs  me  that 
he  hooked  this  fish  when  pike  fishing  last  season, 
but  he  lost  it  through  a  steam  launch  crossing  his 
Une.  The  trout  took  a  Uve  dace.  Restocking  the 
Thames  with  trout  seems  proceeding  apace,  two 
consignments  being  placed  in  the  river  last 
week.  At  Henley  350  very  fine  two-year-olds 
were  turned  in  near  Henley  Bridge  by  the 
local  Fisheries  Preservation  and  Restocking 
Association,  which  has  done  such  excellent  work  in 
the  past  as  to  make  the  fishing  at  Henley  always 
well  worth  the  journey  from  town.  The  hon.  secre- 
tary, Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  has  done  excellent  work  in 
this  respect  for  all  anglers  who  fish  the  river,  and  it 
has  been  hinted  to  me  by  several  anglers  that  as 
this  work  is  gratuitous  it  is  time  some  recognition 
was  taken  of  it  by  anglers  generally.  A  new 
angling  society  has  been  started  at  Weybridge,  and 
as  it  has  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  as  its  president, 
it  goes  without  saying  that  it  commences  under 
the  most  favourable  auspices.  The  club  has  resolved 
to  discourage  gross  weight  competitions,  which  is 
a  good  feature.  The  Daily  Telegraph  has  made  the 
suggestion  that  the  various  lO.s.  6d.  subscriptions, 
received  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  for  weir 
tickets  for  fishing  purposes,  might  well  be  devoted  to 
improving  the  fishing.  Certainly  the  Conservancy 
might  do  much  towards  restocking  the  river  if  the 
ruling  authorities  were  so  inoline'd. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

— —  (Henley), — The  water  has  now  run  down 
very  clear,  but  there  is  still  a  nice  stream 
running.  I  have  no  captures  of  trout  to  report 
No  doubt  the  cold  winds  still  account  for  the  lack 
of  sport.  The  local  fishery  association  turned  350 
fine  trout  into  the  river  on  Saturday  last.  The 
fish,  which  arrived  in  good  condition,  measured  up 
to  12in.  in  length.  This  is  a  move  in  the  right 
direction. — -Stanley  Mead. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Fishing  in  the 
Dart  continues  to  be  very  dull,  and  catches  made 
have  been  very  small.  Several  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  although  ons  or  two  fair  catches  have  b3en 
made  in  the  higher  water,  very  little  has  been  done 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  stream.    On  April  6,  Mr. 

Gadesden    captured    a    fine    12Jlb.  salmon.  

Devonian. 

Derweut  (Malton,  York).— Angling  is  in  abey- 
ance, as  the  water  is  low  and  very  bright,  and  the 
weather  cold  and  windy. — H. 

Devousliire  Streams. — In  the  upper  Tamar 
better  baskets  have  been  obtained  during  the  week, 
the  fish  rising  more  freely.  On  the  Gary  an  angler 
took  jast  over  a  dozen  fish  on  April  9  with  the  fiy, 
whilst  two  "  wormers"  creeled.'seventeen  and  fifteen 
respectively.  In  the  lower  waters  of  the  Bxe  sport 
has  been  better,  and  the  suspension  of  the  operation 
of  the  net  at  Trew's  Weir  is  reported  to  bo  of  value 
to  anglers.  The  Taw  seems  to  be  well  stocked  this 
season,  and  on  April  11  the  Hon.  R.  C.  Parsons 
landed  thirty-four  trout,  the  fish  being  in  good 
condition.  At  the  Little  Dart  and  Taw  junction 
Mr.  Mortimer,  of  Crediton,  landed  one  which  scaled 
l|lb.  Major  Montague  htis  been  successful  with 
the  rod  on  the  Yeo  and  Culver.— Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— The  flood  of  last  week,  accom- 
panied by  a  good  blast  from  the  west,  brought  up 
another  good  run  of  fish.  There  is  a  sprinkling  of 
smaller  fish  among  them,  more  like  the  usual  spring 
fish  of  the  Eden.  In  the  part  of  the  Corby  waters 
rented  by  the  Yorkshire  anglers,  Mr.  England  has 
had  three,  Bilb.,  121b.,  i3lb,  ;Mr.  Bransen,  one, 
22\b.;  Mr.  McKenzio,  one,  2 lib.    The  Corby  Castle 


keeper  had  three.  In  the  Wetheral  Boat  pool, 
Mr.  Pattinson  and  a  friend  landed  seven, 
91b.,  121b.,  141b.,  161b.,  17Ib.,  171b,  and  181b. 
making  about  seventy  fish  out  of  this  pool  this 
season.  On  the  Doctor's  Flat,  Mr.  T.  L.  Atkinson, 
two,  251b.  and  181b.,  and  Mr.  T.  Robinson,  one,  241b. 
At  Syke  Foot,  Mr.  H.  Smith,  five  ;  Mr.  M.  Scott,  one, 
91b. ;  and  Mr.  Younger,  one,  1 61b.  At  Armathwaite 
Hall,  Dr.  Wm.  Murray,  one,  15  Jib.,  and  Mr.  Hollins, 
jun.,  one,  161b.  In  the  Low  House  water,  Mr.  F. 
Sanderson,  one,  211b.  ;  in  the  Cargo  water,  one, 
181b.  Trout  are  now  taking  th3  fly  freely. — Silver 
Gbey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Although  improved  conditions 
have  obtained  during  the  past  few  days,  the  preva- 
lence of  high  winds  has  been  detrimental  to  sport, 
and  the  few  rods  which  have  been  out  had  some- 
what indifferent  results.  At  the  time  of  writing 
there  is,  however,  an  improved  outlook,  the 
wind  having  moderated  considerably,  whilst 
the  water  is  in  good  angling  trim.  The  catches 
to  hand  are: — Mr.  P.  W.  C.  Horsfall,  twenty 
brace ;  Rev.  M.  D.  W.  Maclagan,  five  brace ; 
Captain  Theed,  three  brace ;  and  Mr.  L.  Wolf, 
three  brace.  Some  nice  fish  were  taken  by  Mr. 
Ho:sfall.  Sea  angling  is  yet  providing  indifferent 
sport  consequent  upon  the  sea  being  too  heavy. 
From  the  piers  a  few  enthusiasts  have  plied  the 
bottom  line,  with  fair  result?,  the  baskets  secured, 
however,  being  composed  of  fish  of  small  size. — 
J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Some  good  catches 
of  trout  have  been  made  with  Blue  Upright,  Half 
Stone,  and  March  Brown.  Some  excellent  catches 
have  bean  made  in  the  Otter,  the  best  being  one  of 
twenty-two  trout  averaging  |lb.  each,  besides 
others.  At  Exmouth  some  pollack  have  been  taken 
at  the  pier  and  in  the  docks,  also  a  few  fine  sm3lt 
and  one  or  two  bass.  Best  catches  made  by  Messrs. 
R.  Mostyn,  Popkin,  White,  De  Sperer,  Beck,  and 
Bastin.  Gentlemen  out  in  the  boats  have  also  had 
some  large  pollack. — Red  Palmer. 

Ithon. — This  river  is  now  in  splendid  order  for 
fishing.  On  April  8  baskets  of  91b.,  VJlb.  and  2pb. 
of  trout  were  taken.  On  the  9th  baskets  of  lib., 
5!b.,': and  ,81b.  On  the  11th  121b.,  6Jlb.,  and  5ilb. 
The  fishing  from  the  Rock  House  Hotel  water  is 
reserved  for  visitors. — M.  Walters. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).  —  The  ga'e 
which  has  been  raging  here  for  almost  three  weeks 
has  now  almost  gone  down,  and  fishing  has  become 
possible  again,  April  8  was  the  first  day  on  which 
anglers  hid  anything  like  a  chance,  and  a  number 
of  very  fair  baskets  were  brought  in.  Mr,  Malpass 
killed  fourteen  tiout  (71b.  12oz.),  Mr.  Stratton  nine 
fish  (41b.  12oz.),  Mr.  Dutton  six  fish  (31b.  12oz  ), 
Messrs.  Hayder,  Bourke,  Milles,  three  fish 
each,  and  a  number  of  smaller  baskets. 
On  the  9th,  Mr.  Malpass  killed  ten  fish,  5lb.  3oz. ; 
Mr.  Heyder  five,  21b.  12oz. ;  and  Mr.  Dutton  two. 
It  was  a  very  stormy  day,  and  bitterly  cold.  .  On 
the  nth,  Mr.  Malpass  killed  twelve  fish,  61b.  12oz.  ; 
Mr.  Bourke  ten,  51b.  14oz.  ;  Messrs.  Heyder  and 
Dutton  nine  each,  51b.  2oz.  and  41b.  14oz. ;  Dr. 
White  five,  21b.  9oz.  On  the  12th  the  baskets  were— 
Mr.  Malpass  nine  fish,  41b.  14oz.  ;  Mr.  Heyder  four, 
21b.  lOoz. ;  Mr.  Dutton  four,  21b.  12oz. ;  and  Messrs! 
Chesshire  and  Bourke  one  each.  There  are  plenty 
of  flies  on  the  water,  and  the  weather  is  much 
warmer  than  it  has  been.  The  Teal  flies  are  doin<^ 
best,  with  March  Brown  a  good  second. — Long" 

DRIFT. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Refreshing  rains  have 
fallen,  and  with  a  continuance  of  the  sunny  weather 
anglers  should  soon  be  able  to  mark  down  some 
trout.  The  season  for  trout-fishing  opens  in  just 
over  another  fortnight,  namely,  on  May  1. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  clear 
and  a  nice  level,  and  a  few  anglers  have  been  out 
of  late,  but  sport  has  not  been  very  successful. 
The  weather  has  been  changeable,  and  strong  cold 
winds  have  prevailed,  and  the  fish  have  not  been 
moving  well.  Rain  fell  during  the  middle  of  the 
week  and  should  refresh  the  water,  and  bring  the 
fish  on  the  feed  if  it  takes  up  warm.  The  flies  to 
use  will  be  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  March  Brown, 
Stone  Fly,  Red  Spitmer,  and  Cowdung.  On  Monday 
a  few  trout  were  landed  with  fly.  The  Pinsley  is 
clear  and  in  order,  but  warm  weather  is  wanted. — 
Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Mr.  T.  Green,  an  en- 
thusiastic angler  here,  has  had  some  good  sport 
with  what  he  terms  the  sea  dace,  which  he  says 
come  up  from  the  sea  to  our  river  as  far  as  Orton 
and  Nab's  Staunch,  but  only  remain  two  or  three 
months.  He  tells  me  that  they  leave  during  May, 
and  then  will  not  be  found  here  again  until  the 
beginning  of  another  year.  Thsy  are  a  lively  fish, 
and  provide  good  sport.  He  caught  about  thirty 
of  them,  the  largest  weighing  about  lib.— E.  A.  S. 


Otter  (Bndleigh  Salterton). — The  spring  fishing 
is  progressing  very  quietly.  The  takes  are  certainly 
not  large  as  a  rule,  but  sport  more  or  less  may  be 
had  every  day.  The  best  catch  as  yet  reported  w^s 
made  towards  the  end  of  last  week  on  the  Rolle 
estate  water,  when  one  rod  took  two  dozen  good 
fish.  Flies  used  were  Blue  Upright  and  February 
Red.  The  rise  is  usually  between  10  a.m.  and 
1.30  p.m.,  but  the  days  of  the  fierce  rises,  when  the 
fi.sh  made  the  water  fly  in  all  directions  like  a  school 
of  mackerel,  seem  to  have  gone  by,  for  nothing  of 
the  sort  has  been  noticed  for  several  years  past,  and 
we  have  now  to  be  content  with  very  quiet  surface 
feeding.  The  river  is  clear  and  in  perfect  order, 
but  rain  would  improve  sport. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — Some  good  baskets  have  been  taken 
during  the  Easter.  On  the  Tavy,  from  Lady 
Bertha  to  Double  Waters,  three  gentlemen  during 
the  Easter  took  over  250  good  size  trout.  There 
were  several,  of  course,  under  the  regulation  size 
that  were  put  back  in  the  river ;  they  were  all 
caught  with  the  artificial  fly.  This  particular 
portion  of  the  river  seems  a  favourite  with  the 
trout  fishermen  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The 
salmon  have  not  yet  reached  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Dart,  but  several  have  been  taken  below  Dart- 
meet.  I  have  just  heard  that  there  are  several  peal 
running  up  the  Tavy,  so  that  they  may  be  looked 
for  in  the  various  pools  and  runs  at  Virtuous  Lady. 
— William  Heabdeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Very  unsettled  weather  still  prevails  in 
this  neighbourhood,  varied  occasionally  by  a  few 
hours  of  bright  sunshine;  the  frequent  storms  of 
rain  and  sleet  hinder  these  rivers  from  recovering 
their  condition  after  the  recent  floods,  and  owing 
to  the  snow  melting  on  the  Welsh  hills,  under  the 
influence  of  the  few  hours  of  a  warmer  atmosphere 
during  some  part  of  the  day,  there  is  still  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  presence  of  snow-broth  in  all  these 
rivers  to  the  great  detriment  of  sport  amongst  the 
trout. — Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
weather  at  present  is  very  treacherous  and  unsettled. 
Some  days  have  been  warm  and  springlike,  but  as  a 
rule  easterly  winds  have  prevailed  either  from  the 
north  or  south.  On  Tuesday  night  a  heavy  thunder- 
storm, with  torrents  of  rain,  was  experienced  in  the 
Chichester  district,  and  streams  on  Wednesday  were 
clouded.  The  week  has  beer  an  imeventful  one. 
Worming  in  the  tributaries  ot  the  Ouse  and  Adur 
has  resulted  in  a  few  brace  of  small  fish.  A  trout  of 
IJlb.  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Fletching  is  the 
heaviest  recorded,  but  all  fish  taken  have  been  in 
poor  condition.  Two  rods  on  one  of  the  western 
streams  accounted  for  a  brace  and  a  half  of  fish 
averaging  21b. — all  fish  under  are  returned  to  the 
water.  The.se  were,  I  believe,  taken  with  minnow. 
I  do  not  hear  of  any  rise  or  capture  with  fly.  The 
harbour  fishermen  have  taken  a  few  smelt,  small 
bftss  and  flatfish,  but  warmer  weather  is  needed  for 
all  classes  of  sport.— George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Many  good  catches  of  trout 
since  my  last.  Many  fish  lib.  in  weight,  some  l^lb. 
and  2Jlb.,  and  although  so  very  cold  most  fisher- 
men are  pleased  with  the  sport.  I  do  not  remember 
for  some  years  such  good,  well-conditioned  fish. 
Pheasant  Tail,  March  Brown,  and  Rusty  Blue  the 
attraction. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire). — Sport  with 
trout  has  been  excellent  during  the  peist  week,  and 
numbers  of  good  baskets  taken  ;  the  trout  are 
now  in  fine  condition.  At  time  of  writing  (Aprill  11) 
the  water  is  running  rather  low  for  salmon. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
running  clear,  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order 
for  fishing  ;  the  weather  has  been  fairly  good  for 
anglers  to  get  out,  and  a  good  few  have  been  on  the 
river,  but  sport  has  not  been  so  good  as  expected. 
The  winds  have  been  strong  and  cold,  and  very  few 
natural  flies  have  been  on.  The  fish  do  not 
appear  to  be  feeding  on  fly,  and  are  apparently 
feeding  on  the  bottom  on  caddis  bait,  as  they 
have  been  seen  on  the  move  on  the  bottom  of  the 
river ;  if  the  weather  gets  warm  there  should 
be  an  early  season.  Rain  fell  heavily  on  Wednesday, 
and  has  refreshed  the  streams ;  but  a  strong  wind 
sprung  up  and  spoiled  prospects  of  fishing.  The 
flies  to  use  will  be  the  Cowdung,  March  Brown,  Red 
Spinner,  Blue  Dun,  February  Red,  Iron  Blue,  and 
Stone  Fly.  Bottom  fishers  have  taken  some  nice 
sized  trout  with  worm.  Pike  anglers  have  tried  the 
river,  and  one,  61b.,  was  taken  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  and  on  Tuesday  two  small  ones  were  taken 
under  Whitcliffe.  With  warm  weather  sport  would 
improve.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are 
all  in  order  ;  a  few  fish  taken  in  them  bottom  fishing 
this  week.— S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbury). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 

running  clear,  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order 
for  angling,  but  the  weather  hay  not  been  good  for 
angling.  The  early  part  of  the  week  was  cold,  with 
strong  winds,  and  on  Wednesday  there  was  a  change 
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for  rain,  and  more  threatens  ;  this  will  refresh  the 
rivers,  and  should  bring  trout  more  on  the  feed,  as 
they  have  been  very  quiet  up  to  the  present. 
Angling  has  been  tried  with  fly  and  worm,  but  no 
good  lots  landed,  the  cold  weather  being  against 
sport  at  present,  A  few  fish  taken  out  in  the  best  of 
condition.  — ^Wobcestbe. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  NeigfhboTiring 
Bivers, — Now  that  the  weather  is  more  spring-like 
anglers  may  look  for  better  sport  on  the  Coquet, 
Tyne,  and  other  rivers  in  the  neighbourhood, 
though  there  have  been  several  good  baskets  taken 
on  the  Coquet  during  the  past  week,  also  at  Whittle- 
dene,  one  rod  that  we  know  of  taking  several  brace 
of  trout  in  the  pink  of  condition. — Henry  A. 
MuRTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  now  in  capital  con- 
dition for  the  salmon  angler,  and  it  is  some  time 
since  so  many  salmon  have  been  caught  in  the 
month  of  April.  Some  of  them,  however,  are  rather 
small,  weighing  about  71b.  or  81b.  On  April  8,  Mr. 
J.  T.  Davies,  Castle  House,  Usk,  landed  one  weigh- 
ing 16  Jib.  in  the  Forge  stream.  The  Rev.  H.  J. 
Bates,  Llanvair,  had  quite  a  day  out,  and  killed 
three  fine  salmon,  all  in  Bryndermen  Flat,  the 
weights  of  which  were  211b.,  191b.,  and  IGlb. 
Colonel  Morris,  in  his  own  water,  also  accounted 
for  one  weighing  161b.  Mr.  T.  Rees,  jun.,  was 
the  first  ,to  catch  a  salmon  on  the  town 
water,  he  having  landed  a  f5sh  weighing 
13Jlb.  in  Prioress  stream  on  April  0.  On  Monday, 
Mr.  R.  Richards,  Usk,  killed  one  at  Railderry, 
V^lb.  ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Gustard,  one,  on  Chain  Bridge 
Flat,  7|lb. ;  and  Mr.  Pryce- Jenkins,  one.  Mr.  G. 
Edmunds,  jun.,  had  the  misfortune  to  bo  broken 
with  a  fish  at  Clynycoed.  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  on  Tuesday, 
caught  quite  a  fresh-run  fish  at  Clynycoed,  weighing 
71b.  There  has  been  very  little  trouting  done,  and 
fly  fishing  in  the  daytime  is  practically  over,  but 
trout  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  up-stream  and 
evening  fishing. — T.  R. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridge). — Rivers 
during  the  last  week  have  been  in  very  good  order 
for  fly  fishing,  and  bsiskets  of  4lb.  and  51b.  have  been 
caught.  The  March  Brown  and  Light  and  Dark 
Blues  are  about  the  most  killing  flies. — Pontsenny. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  improving  in  condition  every  day  ;  the  streams 
are  rather  heavy  as  yet,  but  if  the  fine  weather  we 
are  now  having  continues,  sport  with  the  fly  should 
be  much  better.  Several  local  anglers  have  been 
out  bottom  fishing  on  the  Derwent.  Messrs.  T. 
Coates,  A.  C.  Coates,  W.  Kirkland,  W.  Dale  and 
others  have  secured  two  or  three  fish  each.  Perch 
appear  to  be  on  the  increase  in  the  Derwent,  as  it 
is  quite  common  to  get  them  when  bottom  fishing 
with  worm.  The  dock  grub  has  accounted  for  the 
most  and  best  trout.  We  can  almost  make  sure  of 
a  good  trout  to  each  grub,  and  sometimes  two. 
The  prospect  for  the  next  few  days  is  favourable. 
Useful  flies — "fellow  Dun  or  Olive  Dun,  Pale  Blue 
Dun,  Grannom  or  Green  Tail,  Sand  Fly  and  Claret 
Bumble. — Dotterel. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent, 
Onse,  etc.  (Torks). — During  the  last  few  days  all 
our  Yorkshire  rivers  have  been  running  fairly  high. 
Fly  fishing  has  been  most  difficult  owing  to,  the  high 
winds.  The  Yore  and  Swale  are  now  in  good  order 
for  fly  fishing.  On  April  10  all  the  higher  hills  were 
covered  with  snow.  So  far  this  week  there  is  a 
decided  improvement  in  the  weather,  but  conditions 
are  far  from  settled,  and  have  a  downward  tendency 
again.  This  will  perhaps  account  for  the  moderate 
sport,  for  none  of  the  anglers  I  have  met  with  on 
the  Yore  and  Cover  have  been  able  to  catch  above 
a  brace  or  two  with  either  the  worm  or  minnow, 
and  reports  from  the  upper  Swale  are  of  a  like 
nature.  The  tributarystreams  are  running  very  clear. 
Sport  in  the  Codbeck  has  only  been  moderate  ;  Mr. 
Holyday  got  one  of  the  best  trout  that  has  been 
caught  in  this  stream  this  season.  Mr.  R.  Bolton  has 
also  had  some  nice  sport  as  well.  With  the  recent 
floods  there  are  large  numbers  of  pike  in  this  water 
which  have  come  up  from  the  Swale  to  spawn,  but 
few  as  yet  have  been  secured.  A  few  years  ago 
prizes  were  offered  by  the  Thirsk  and  Sowerby 
Angling  Club  for  the  destruction  of  pike.  One  mem- 
ber who  received  the  first  award  caught  over  fifty, 
while  the  second  prize  man  secured  nearly  half  that 
number.  With  the  abundance  of  pike  at  present  in 
this  stream  it  would  be  as  well  for  the  club  to  renew 
their  offer  of  prizes  for  their  capture  during  the 
present  season  ;  if  not  this  well-known  trout  stream 
will  be  ruined.  All  the  week  the  Wharfe  has  been 
in  excellent  trim  for  fly  fishing.  During  the  last 
few  days  some  very  fine  catches  of  trout  have  been 
secured.  There  have  been  some  good  rises  of  fly, 
particularly  Dark  Needle,  Watcrhcn  Bloa,  and  Winter 
Brown.  The  Wharfe  has  been  fishing  very  well  at 
Appletreewick,  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods  and  llkley. 
Very  fair  sport  has  been  met  with  at  Grassington 
ami  Burnsall.    On  the  length  of  the  latter  baskets 


of  trout  ranging  from  five*  to  ten  brace  are  being 
got  daily  with  the  fly,  best  flies  being  Waterhen 
Bloa  and  Winter  Brown,  the  most  successful  rodsters 
during  the  psst  few  days  being  Messrs.  Thomp- 
son, Purdon,  Merrall,  and  Slater.  Good  sport  has 
also  been  met  lower  down  at  Bolton  Woods. 
One  angler  I  hear  has  had  some  fine  sport 
with  the  fly,  one  day  his  combined  catch  of  trout 
being  thirtv-four,  the  most  killing  pattern  being 
Waterhen  Bloa.  Several  anglers  have  been  out  at 
llkley ;  sport  has  not  been  so  good  as  above.  In 
the  lower  reaches  very  little  has  been  done  atOtley, 
Pool  and  Harewood.  The  Nidd  has  been  at  a 
medium  height,  but  rather  discoloured  ;  a  fair  num- 
ber of  anglers  have  been  seen  out,  but  sport 
on  the  whole  has  been  of  a  moderate  character. 
The  Rye,  Riccall,  Pickering  Beck  and  Derwent 
have  all  been  running  in  fair  volume.  A  few  anglers 
have  been  out.  Sport  has  ruled  very  poor  in  this 
district  owing  to  the  high  winds  which  have  been 
prevalent.  The  Derwent  Club  have  recently  turned 
into  their  waters  close  upon  3000  yearling  trout. 
The  weather  is  again  settled.  There  has  been  a 
little  rain  in  the  early  morning,  and  the  rest  of  the 
day  glorious  'sunshine.  Best  flies  for  the  present 
are  Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Orange  and  Yellow 
Partridges,  with  and  without  tinsel  ribbing.  Water- 
hen  Bloa,  Snipe  Bloa,  Carter  Platts'  Copper,  and 
Olive  Bloa. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  1!»,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Jn  the  Nethei-by  water 
some  nice  spring  salmon  are  visible,  and  Mr.  J. 
Johnson  caught  a  salmon  weighing  8lb.  Good  takes 
of  yellow  trout  are  being  made  in  the  Liddle. 
Mr.  Hedges,  of  Manchester,  creeled  71b.  of  nice 
trout.  Mr.  Armstrong  Stoddart  also  had  good 
sport  in  the  upper  reaches.  Mr.  W.  Chambers, 
Longtown,  landed  a  salmon  of  181b.  on  April  8. 
Yellow  trout  are  showing  in  the  Langholm  division 
of  the  Esk,  and  Colonel  Maxwell,*Major  Maxwell, 
and  Mr.  A.  B.  A.  Maxwell,  staying  at  the  Eskdale 
Hotel,  Langholm,  have  had  fair  catches  of  yellow 
trout  daily  in  Langholm  water  with  fly,  getting  as 
far  as  41b.,  and  some  of  the  trout  weighing  half-a- 
pound.  Many  of  the  Solway  Firth  nets  have  been 
broken  by  the  storm,  and  salmon  are  expected  in 
upper  reaches  of  the  Esk. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — Although 
the  weather  has  been  very  stormy  for  April,  good 
sport  on  the  whole  was  obtained  during  last  week. 
Nine  salmon  in  all  were  landed,  ranging  in  weight 
from  71b.  to  181b.,  and  averaging  lO^lb.  Of  these 
the  keeper  at  Gruinards,  fishing  for  Colonel  H. 
Piatt,  C.B.,  landed  three,  81b.,  141b.,  181b. ;  Messrs. 
Duplessis,  Dallas,  and  Morant,  Balnagown  Arms 
Hotel,  six  salmon,  71b.,  71b.,  91b.,  101b.,  121b.,  131b. 
Not  so  bad  when  other  rivers  in  the  north  were  not 
fishable  owing  to  the  storm.  Monday  (April  11) 
was  blank  all  over. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Since  the  beginning  of 
the  month  a  fair  start  has  been  made  at  trout  fish- 
ing, and  large  baskets  have  been  got.  Fishing  from 
the  Fife  Arms  Hotel,  Banff,  on  the  Duff  House  por- 
tion, several  good  baskets  of  trout  were  got  lately. 
Mr.  Robertson  and  Mr. Younger,  Edinburgh,  had  fish 
of  101b.,  151b.  and  17pb.,  while  Capt.  Gillan,  Edin- 
burgh, had  fish  of  6Jlb.,  81b.,  181b.  and  201b.  Mr.  H. 
Monday,  Mr.  C.  and  Master  Monday,  London,  had 
also  capital  sport.  Sir  Arthur  Clay  and  Lady  Clay 
arrived  from  London  for  the  season  at  Ardmeallie 
House  on  April  8,  and  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Morgan 
Morgan-Payler  have  arrived  at  Auchintoul  House. 
— H.  W. 

Iioch  Ness  (Port  Angnstus,  N.B.). — Fishing  from 
the  Douglas  Hotel,  on  March  28,  .  Mr.  R.  M, 
Cameron  killed  two  salmon,  ISpb.  and  191b.  ;  on 
March  31,  one  16Jlb. ;  on  April  1,  one  17|lb. ;  on 
April  2,  one  201b.  ;  on  April  4,  one  201b.  ;  on 
April  6,  one  151b.;  on  April  7,  one  IS^lb. ;  on 
April  8,  two,  lepb.  and  201b.  Total  killed  on 
Fort  Augustus  waters  to  April  9,  ninety-eight 
salmon,  weighing  1699ilb.,  average  17J4b. — R.  M.  C. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  April  4,  Mr.  Tilston's 
boatmen  killed  a  salmon,  71b.  ;  on  the  6th,  one, 
211b.;  on  the  7th,  two,  211b.,  13|lb. ;  on  the  8th, 
one,  191b.  ;  on  the  9th,  one,  201b.— S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).  —  On  April  5,  Mr. 
Reid  landed  a  salmon  of  181b.  On  6th,  Mr.  Gow, 
one,  271b.    On  8th,  Mr.  Hoole,  one,  151b.    On  12th, 


Trout,  Ska-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flihs.  — Que  of  t!ie  largest 
stocks  ill  tlie  kingdom.  Speciivl  attention  given  to  Hies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
(■ast.  Sjiecial  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  la.  lid.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  (jUality, 
9d.  each.—,!.  E.  MlLLUK,  Northern  Anglers'  l>ep6t,  19,  Wcw 
Statiun-stroet,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


Mr.  McWilliam,  one,  181b.  On  13th,  Mr.  O.  Steven, 
fishing  for  Mr.  A.  W.  Paul,  one,  1.5lb. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Lyon  (rortingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water,  on  April  7,  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  Richmond, 
had  three  salmon,  201b.,  20lb  ,  151b. ;  Mr.  Scobio 
Mackenzie,  London,  one,  13lb.  On  March  8,  Mr. 
C.  Bridgewater,  London,  one,  19lb. — R.  Stewart. 

Shin  (Znveran,  N.B.). — Last  week  was  so 
stormy  that  on  some  days  angling  was  impossible.. 
Mr.  Fosberry,  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  succeeded  in 
landing  a  7lb.  salmon  on  April  8.  On  Monday 
(April  11)  weather  still  boisterous. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  have 
been  in  the  best  of  order  during  the  past  week. 
Sea-trout  are  not  making  much  of  a  show,  though 
there  was  a  moderate  run  of  trout  on  Tuesday  of 
this  week.  On  the  Annan  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton  hooked 
and  landed  a  large  salmon  on  April  7  in  the  Spittal 
pool  above  the  town  bridge.  It  proved  to  be  a  kelt, 
and  was  put  carefully  back.  In  the  same  pool  on 
April  11  Mr.  Thexton  hooked  and  landed  another 
one  with  a  golden  minnow.  In  the  Spittal  pool,  on 
April  9,  Mr.  Wm.  Wright,  Ednam,  Aiman,  hooked 
and  landed  a  beautiful  clean  run  spring  sal- 
mon of  20|lb.  The  fish  was  covered  with  sea  lice, 
showing  that  it  was  just  up  from  the  sea. 
In  the  Trough  pool  of  the  Dinwoodie  water  Mf.  P. 
Thorbum,  Kirtlebridge,  had  a  salmon  of  about  181b. 
the  other  day  with  fly.  A  number  of  other  gen- 
tlemen have  had  small  baskets  of  yellow  trout  with 
the  March  Brown.  The  Woodcock  and  Hare's  Ear 
have  also  accounted  for  a  few  trout.  The  Bloa  and 
Quill  Body  was  the  most  successful  fly  on  a  private 
stretch  on  Monday.  One  angler  had  a  dozen  and  a 
half  of  yellow  trout  on  the  Wamphray  portion  on 
April  9,  with  Greenwell's  Glory.  There  was  a  fine  rise 
of  March  Brown  fly  on  the  waters  on  April  1 1 ,  and 
again  on  April  13.  In  the  disused  mill  lade  at  Millbie 
a  large  number  of  spawned  salmon  gathered  in  the 
dam  and  were  unable  to  get  out.  Mr.  Scott  gave 
orders  to  his  keepers  to  open  up  a  sluice  that  has 
not  been  opened  for  years,  and  the  salmon  that 
were  thus  confined  descended  to  the  river  and  have 
now  nothing  to  hinder  them  getting  down  to  the 
Solway.  The  Dumfries  Nith  has  been  in  pood 
order  for  fly  this  week,  and  local  anglers  have 
had  fair  sport  in  the  evenings.  Local  rods 
have  had  a  few  yellow  .trout  with  small  fly,  and 
similar  sport  is  reported  from  the  Sanquhar  division. 
On  the  Galloway  rivers  angling  is  of  little  account 
at  present.  The  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire,  the 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  and  the  other  district  waters 
are  in  good  ply  for  the  trout  fly.  A  number  of 
anglers  fishing  the  Carsphairn  waters  had  some  fair 
creels  of  trout.  Loch  fishing  has  now  started,  and 
some  fair  creels  have  been  taken.  The  Ayrshire 
Lochs. — Several  rods  have  been  out  on  Loch  Doon, 
but  trout  have  not  been  rising  freely  yet.  The 
trout  on  this  loch  are  getting  into  good  order,  with 
food  being  more  plentiful.  Little  is  being  done  on 
the  rivers. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Sport  has  been  only  fair 
recently  owing  chiefly  to  the  varying  condition  of 
the  weather.  On  the  Knockando  House  waters,  on 
Monday,  Mr*  Shand,  keeper,  killed  a  salmon  of 
171b. ;  on  the  Laggan  House  waters,  on  same  day, 
Mr.  Sharp,  fisherman,  one  of  8^lb.  ;  and  on  April  7, 
two,  of  8|^lb.  and  6Jlb.  respectively,  while  on  the 
Wester  Elchies  water,  on  Monday,  Earl  Percy, 
M.P.,  had  two  of  8|lb.  and  7|lb.  each.  On  the 
same  water,  on  April  5,  Mr.  Duncan,  fisherman, 
killed  one  of  71b.,  on  April  6  another  of  6|lb.,  and 
on  April  8  one  of  7^lb.,  while  Earl  Percy  had  one  of 
9ilb.— J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Bivers. — 

Owing  to  the  unfavourable  conditions  of  weather 
and  water  trout  fishing  has  not  been  much  engaged 
in  during  the  past  week,  but  with  improved  con- 
ditions there  is  every  probability  of  good  sport 
during  this  week.  Spring  salmon  fishing  still 
affords  very  poor  sport.  Fish  are  very  scarce,  and 
the  prospects  of  sport  are  not  encouraging.  Last 
week  Mr.  Tait,  fisherman,  caught  a  salmon  of 
23|lb.  on  the  Sprouston  Water — a  beauty.  Last 
Saturday  (April  9)  Mr.  Perkins  had  a  salmon 
on  the  Carham  Water.  On  the  Teviot  Mr.  W.  Best 
had  a  clean  fish  of  81b.  On  the  Tweed  at  Kelso 
Bridge  Mr.  W.  Currie  had  a  yellow  trout  of  S^lh. 
On  Teviot  on  April  8,  Mr.  R.  Affleck,  sen.,  had  a 
pike  weighing  over  211b.  ;  it  measured  42in.  long 
and  20in.  in  girth.  A  few  days  previously  the  same 
angler  had  a  pike  of  19lb.  The  21 -pounder  is  the 
heaviest  fish  of  the  kind  caught  in  Teviot  for  a 
number  of  years,  if  not  a  record. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Oalway). — Changeable 
weather  has  prevailed  during  last  week,  with  gener- 
ally a  west  wind.  Mr-  A.  Mathews  secured  a 
spring  fish  9Jlb.,  and  Mr.  F.  Chisholm,  one,  9ilb. — 
Jock  Scott. 

Boyne  and  Tributaries! — There  was  pracli- 
onlly  no  fishing  for  the  week  ending  April  5  owing 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming:  and  trading^  in  the  name 
of  Og:den.  iLVOID  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


JocH  Scott. 


POPHAM 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  and  MANUFACTURER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE. 

MAKER  OF   HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,  GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 

The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  Jcnoivn  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN, 

j£i.s.  Ogden's   "  IVfultum   in  P£tx*vo "   Fly   Rod,  21/- 

«Ja*s.  O^dexi's  N'ew  "  Invicta. "   Fly  (x»e^istei*ed),   6/-   pei?  doz. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  nanne  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenhann. 


THE  HEBRIDEAN  SPORTING  ASSOCIATIOK,  LIMITED. 
SOUTH  HARRIS  FISHINGS. 


5PRING  FISHING— Sea  Trout  and  Finnock. 

BROWN  TROUT  FISHING ;  Safe  Boating-,  Sea  Fishing",  &  Golfing. 

JALMON  &  SEA  TROUT  FISHING -1st  July  to  31st  October. 

First-class  Hotel  Accommodation. 


For  particulars,  apply"  to  Geo.  D.  Stibling,  C.  A.,  154,  St.  Vincent  St.,  Glasgow. 

COUNTY  CORK,  IRELANO. 

SPLEN  dTd  UbTkE  FISH  I NG 

Rainbow,  Loch  Leven,  and  Brown  Trout. 

For  particulars  apply  to  MANAGER,  Sheppepton  Lakes,  Leap,  CO.  Cork. 


pears' 
Soap 

ipecially  recorameiided  to 
ANGLERS 


BT  THB 
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iSend  a  Poetoard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 


Koach 
Barbel 
Pike 
Salmon 


Is.  &d. 
2s.  Od. 
Bs.  6d. 
is.  6d. 


Per  100  yards. 
White  or  Neutral 
Green 
on  Boards. 


The  New  "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
jelected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.  To  be  had  only  from 
M  wholesale  and  retail 

m,  Dflnniij),  „8„xno  tackle  maker, 

St.  Swithins  Square.  LINCOLN. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,   skilled  or  unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book : 

"  A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fish  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fish." 

Pric«  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "Aerial"  Reels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Hknrv  Coxon,  Walton 
Villa,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 


Thomas  &  Sons' 
FLY-FISHING  JACKET. 

"  It  must  be  twelve  years  or  more  since  I  first  used 
one  of  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Sons'  fly-fishing  Jackets  and 
said  I  could  speak  highly  of  it,  and  certainly  after 
many  years'  trial  I  have  nothing  but  praise  for  it.  It 
is  made  of  rain  but  not  air-proof  West  of  England 
Tweed,  and  is  light  and  yet  strong  and  warm.  As 
will  be  seen  from  the  illustration,  the  sleeve  is  so 
made  as  to  give  great  freedom  on  lifting  the  arms. 
The  skirt  is  detachable,  a  great  advantage  if  you  are 
wearing  wading  trousers.  It  is  well  cut,  bare  of 
buttons  to  catch  the  line,  and  pockets  are  plentiful 
and  capacious.  The  collar  is  large,  and  a  capital  pro- 
tection from  wind  and  rain  when  turned  up.  The 
knickerbocker-breeches,  which  go  with  the  jacket,  or, 
at  any  rate,  can  be  worn  with  it,  are  made  to  lace  at 
the  knee  instead  of  buttoning,  a  great  improvement  in 
some  respects.  Messrs.  Thomas  &  Sons,  of  32,  Brook 
Street,  W.,  have  a  very  large  sale  for  their  jacket ;  it 
is  rather  more  expensive  than  the  ordinary  jacket,  iDUt 
besides  being  superior  in  every  way,  will  last  three 
times  as  long,  so  it  is  cheaper  in  the  long  run." — 
R.  B.  MARSTON.— Fide  Fishing  Gazette,  June  ISth, 
1903. 

AVOID  IMITATIONS. 

This  coat,  in  a  modified  form,  is  equally  suit- 
able for  Golfing  or  Shooting,  as  it  gives  that 
absolute  freedom  of  play  to  the  arms  which  is 
so  essential  for  either  sport,  and  copious  pocket- 
room  for  cartridges. 
Patterns^  Prices,  and  Instructions  for  Seif-IVIeasurement 
will  be  sent  on  application. 


THOMAS  &  SONS, 

Sporting  Tailors  and  Breeolies  Maimers, 

32,  Brook  Street,  Grosvenor  Square,  W. 

Telephone-4652  Gerrard.J  [Telegrajhic  Addresj-"Sportlngly.  London." 
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to  floods.  Since  then  the  weather  has  become  less 
cold,  but  is  still  very  unsettled  and  unseasonable, 
and  fishing  is  carried  on  under  most  adverse  condi- 
tions. For  the  week  ending  April  12  the  following 
are  the  takes: — On  Slane  Castle,  Captain  Hon. 
Gerald  Ward,  one  of  191b.  ;  Col.  Hon.  F.  Do 
Moleyns,  one  of  8lb.  ;  Hon.  K.  De  Moleyns,  two  of 
181b.  and  01  lb.,  and  fisherman,  one  of  10 Alb. 
On  Ardmulchan  the  fisherman  had  one  of  16ib. 
On  Lower  Black  Castle  the  fisherman  had  two  of 
2nib.  and  121b.  On  Upp3r  Black  Castle  Mr.  H. 
Gordon  Ley  and  others  had  sixteen  of  291b.,  19ilb., 
191b.,  191b.,  18Jlb.,  181b.,  181b.,  Kilb.,  U.Jlb.,  141b., 
13Alb..  11. Ub.,  lOilb.,  lOJlb.,  SJIb.  and  7^1b.  On 
the  Blackwater  Mills  water  Mr.  Sclater  had  three  of 
18|lb.  I2|lb.  and  81b.,  and  Mr.  R.  C.  Metge  one  of 
Kilb. — Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes  (co,  Donegal).  — The  river  has  been 
running  in  very  high  flood  during  the  past  week, 
and  most  of  the  pools  were  not  in  anything  like 
fishing;  order.  Mr.  C.  J.  Singleton's  fisherman 
landed  two  spring  salmon  of  lllb.  and  llilb.,  on 
April  9  and  11.  At  time  of  writing,  the  river  is 
getting  into  good  fishing  ply  again,  and  there  is  a 
fine  run  of  spring  salmon  in  the  river.  Trouting 
has  also  been  good  on  the  river. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Hme  (Ballyshanuon  and  Belleek).— Trout 
anglers  during  tha  past  week  took  quite  a  number 
of  fine  trout  on  the  waters  at  Belleek,  and  between 
Ballyshannon  and  Belleek  on  the  mid-reaches  of 
the  river  trout  taken  rangad  in  weight  from  Ub., 
21b.,  2'i]h.,  and  up  to  4^1b.  The  first  sa'.mon  of  the. 
season  on  the  Erne  was  taken  in  the  Box  Fishery  a 
few  days  ago,  weighing  lllb. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Killarney. — At  Glencar,  in  the  Killamey  district, 
sport  has  been  generally  good  recently  at  salmon, 
the  following  being  the  successful  anglers : — Colonel 
Buckle,  Colonel  Rihilly,  Major  Urquhirt,  Captain 
Webb  Ware,  Mr.  John,  Colonel  Smyth,  and  E. 
McGillicuddy.  Brown  ;trout  fishing  aff  irded  nice 
sport  on  many  days  on  several  of  the  lakss  in  the 
district.— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (oo.  Cork). — River  in  good  order,  but 
weather  still  very  cold  and  stormy.  On  Lord 
Bandon's  Wate-  Colonel  Trotman  had  two  salmon, 
141b.,  151b.  ;  on  William's  water,  Mr.  Rawlinson,  two, 
121b.,  151b.  ;  on  Mashonaglass,  H.  Morritt,  four, 
91b.,  101b.,  101b.,  ll  Ub.  :  R.  A.  Grove  Annesley, 


two,  71b.,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Geoffrey  Luard,  one,  141b.  ;  H. 
Austen,  one,  1  Ub. ;  and  Mr.  Baker,  one,  8lb.  On 
Ashton,  Captain  Pulley,  R.N.,  one,  HJlb. :  on  Oak 
Grove  and  Carhue,  S.  levers,  three,  81b.,  9lb.,  91b. 
At  Carrigadrohid,  Mrs.  St.  Lf!gar  Carter,  two,  91b. 
and  lUb.  On  Nettlevillo,  Robert  Nettle,  two,  7^1b. 
and  91b.:  and  Capt.  Herrick,  six,  8lb.,  81b.,  9Ub. 
101b.,  lllb.,  and  131b.  On  Classas,  F,  M.  Leader  two, 
lllb.  and  131b.  On  Farran  and  Cronody,  Col. 
Adamson,  five,  71b.,  8lb.,  101b.  14lb.,  and  191b.  On 
Fargus,  General  Diokins,  five,  71b.,  81b.,  9  Jib.,  11. Jib., 
and  15Jlb.  On  Ardrum  and  the  Powdermills,  Col. 
Lillem,  two,  lOlb  ,  lOlb. ;  and  S.  Haynes,  one,  101b. 
On  Rockrohane,D.  Stoker,  three,  71b.,  81b.,  and  121b. 
— W.  Hayne.s  .and  Son. 

Loagrh  Carrane  etc  (Water ville,  oo.  Kerry).— 
On  April  5  Ned  Dennehy  had  two  salmon,  11  Jib. 
and  8Jlb.,  and  Major  G.  Cresswell  one,  101b. 
April  (5,  Major  Cresswell  oae,  101b.,  and  Ned 
Dennehy  one  lOib.  April  7,  Ned  Dennehy  one, 
lOlb.,  and  Mr.  J.  Matson  one,  lOjlb.  April  10, 
Dermis  Currane  one,  lllb.  April  11,  Major  G. 
Cresswell,  two,  Ujlb.  and  9Jlb.  To-day  (April  12) 
is  very  wild,  and  the  lake  rough,  so  that  no  boats 
have  gone  out.— T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr).— The 
following  anglers  have  been  fishing  above  waters 
from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotsl : — Messrs.  Allen, 
Boucher,  Brown,  Mooney,  Waldron  and  Arundel. 
The  latter  gentleman  caught  on  April  8,  on  Owen- 
Brin  River,  Lough  Mask,  a  salmon  supposed  to  be, 
after  spawning,  22J  inches  long  by  8J  inches,  and 
only  weighed  2 Jib.  Ovvingto  high  floods  on  canal 
which  connects  Corrib  with  Mask,  it  got  up  and 
became  landlocked.  The  rivers  are  affording  very 
good  sport  with  the  artificial  fly,  and  some  good 
trout  creeled  from  Ub.  to  3,}lb.  Weather  more 
favourable  this  week  for  anglers. — 'J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvin. — The  lake  rose  very  high  during 
the  early  days  of  the  past  week  owing  to  the  heavy 
rainfalls,  but  is  now  falling  again.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Walker  landed  a  spring  salmon  of  1  lib.  on  April  1 1  ; 
Mr.  G.  Kelly  landed  two  trout  {Salm'J  jerox)  of  31b. 
and  4Jlb.,  on  April  8,  and  several  nice  baskets  of 
gillaroos  and  brown  trout  were  taken  by  Masters 
H.  and  W.  Lipsett,  Mr.  G.  Morrjw,  Mr.  Kelly,  and 
other  anglers.  At  time  of  writing  the  lake  is  in 
good  fishing  order  and  sport  is  now  good. — M. 
Rogan  And  Sons. 


Lough.  Neagh. — Some  85,000  Loch  Leven  fly  an; 
to  be  turned  into  the  lough  shortly  by  the  Coleraioi 
Board  of  Conservators.    The  Agricultural  Depart 
rnent  has  made  a  grant  of  £lOft  to  the  Board  ti 
assist  it  in  the  good  work  which  it  is  carrying  out 
Trout  netting  is  not  at  all  goorl.    Local  buyers  ai 
offering  from  Is.  to  Is.  2J.  per  lb.  for  trout  for  tli 
London  market. — L  A.  B. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).- 
Since  the  season  opened  (April  1)  sport  has  been  muo 
interfered  with  by  a  succession  of  spates.    In  th 
opening  week  Mr.  Jame3  Milne  and  Mr.  John  Mila 
(Manchester)  creeled  five  dozen  trout,  Mr.  Baldwin 
a  dozen  on.\pril  8  and  9,  and  Captain  J.  E.  Carter, 
Captain  G.  B.  Carter,  Mr.  Leslie  F.  Carter,  and  Mr. 
Doubleday  had  fair  success. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo).— The  weather  for  the 
last  few  days  has  changed  for  the  better,  and  fish 
are  running  well,  the  weirs  getting  as  many  as 
thirty  fish  per  day.  No  rods  were  out  during  the 
week  as  the  water  was  not  in  good  order.  ^Lough 
Conn  fishing  for  the  week  was  fair,  some  nice 
baskets  of  trout  being  taken.  There  are  plenty  of 
salmon  in  the  lough,  but  rising  badly  owing  to  high 
water ;  it  is  going  down  now,  and  good  sport  is 
expected. — John  Devees. 

Uoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Callen  (Ballina  oc. 
Mayo). — Fine  weather  has  prevailed  for  the  past 
few  days,  which  has  left  the  river  in  good  order. 
There  are  numbers  of  fresh  salmon  in  all  the  pools, 
but  no  anglers  have  been  out.  Both  loughs  are  fall 
ing  fast  and  will  soon  be  fishable.  Captain  Ratclile 
had  some  nice  trout,  largest  2Jlb.— Pat  Hearnes 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).  —  Weather  stormy  ; 
water  falling.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed  six  salmon,  251b.,  231b.,  Ujlb.,  301b.,  291b., 
351b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed  two, 
101b.,  22jlb.  On  the  Castle  Fishery,  Mr.  G.  W 
Grjenhill,  one,  331b.  On  Mr.  Mackey's  Exinagh 
Fishery  the  fisherman  killed  one  salmon,  21lb.— 
John  Eskight  and  Son. 

Skibhereen  District  (co.  Cork). —Stormy,  cold 
weather  has  bean  very  much  against  anglers  during 
the  week.  On  the  Shepperton  Lakes,  Mr.  R.  Manders, 
C.B.,  K.C.,  and  Capt.  Power,  R.N.,  had  very  good 
sport  considering  the  unfavourable  state  of  the 
weather,  the  former  having  forty-one  trout,  averag- 
ing ^Ib  ,  including  a  rainbow.  Jib.,  and  a  Loch  Leven 
over  9oz. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 


OGDEN 


SGOTFORD' 


I 


PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 

Exhibitors,  Patentees,  and  Manufacturers  of  W\gh- 
class  Fisliing  Rods,  Flies,  and  Tackle. 


8  PRIZE  MEDALS  AND  DIPLOMAS  AWARDED. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES  A  LEADING  FEATURE. 


Belfast, 
Feb.  3rd,  1904. 

Sirs, 

Please  send  mc  one  of  your  Multum-in-Parvo 
Trout  Rods,  same  as  supplied  to  Mr.  B.  on  Jan.  12th. 

T.  B. 


Dwrbach,  R.S.O.,  Pembrokeshire, 

March,  1904. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  14  doz.  Trout  Flies  duly  to  hand,  they  are 
quite  satisfactory.  I  have  uot  yet  tried  the  Casts,  but 
tbcy  look  good. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  C.  G. 


TESSTIIVIOI^IAII^S. 

Cardiff, 

Dear  Sirs,  Jan.  25th,  1904. 

I  enclose  cheque  for  Built  Cane  Trout  Rod,  which 
suits  me  exactly.  J-  T.  V. 

Queen  Victoria  Street,  London, 
Dear  Sirs,  August  17th,  1903. 

I  am  sending  the  Rod  I  bought  from  you  in  1891 
or  1892  which  has  at  last  come  to  grief,  after  beiug  used 
every  evening  (nearly)  in  the  Summer  and  Autumn — 
5  months  during  that  time.  I  shall  be  glad  to  know 
if  you  can_ build  me  a  precisely  similar  Rod  for  the 
same  price."   A  bettor  Rod  1  never  handled. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  W.  R,  A. 


Nightingale  Road,  Southsca, 

I  March  28th,  1904. 
I  find  your  14  ft.  Mahoe  Rod  excellent,  and  have 
caught  many  salmon  with  it ;  so  also  has  my  friend, 
Mr.°W.  H.  C.  Yours  truly, 

0.  S.  0. 


 '  Jan.  8th,  1903. 

Gentlemen,  . 
I  enclose  cheque  with  much  pleasure,  in  paymen'' 
of  your  account.    I  had  several  evenings  nice  fishinf 
last  August  with  the  Sedges  you  tied  for  me— thw 
beauties,  2  lb.  7  oz.,  2  lb.  11  oz.,  and  3  lb.  4  oz. 

Yours  faithfully, 

H.  S^B. 


April  16,  1904 
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SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanx  (April  10). — There  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  rain  during  last  week,  consequently  fewer 
people  have  been  fishing,  and  those  who  went  to 
the  Stockalper  found  the  water  mostly  too  diity 
even  for  minnow  spinning.  Once  some  rifle  practice 
at  a  mark,  bringing  the  stream  bank  into  range, 
near  Vouvry  station,  became  more  exciting  than 
the  fishing  was  when  bullets  whistled  close  to  one's 
head.  There  is  too  much  local  bridge  building, 
canal  cutting,  and  stream  diverting  going  on  to 
render  fishing  prospects  pleasing  or  promising  at 
present,  and  a  rumour  that  the  whole  of  the 
Stockalper  is  to  be  made  wider  by  10  metres — if  it 
proves  true — will  spoil  the  fishing  for  a  long  time. 
The  Colonel  and  Mr.  M.  have  had  some  success, 
the  former  got  some  nice  trout  one  day,  and  the 
latter  took  seven  (one  of  13in.),  and  next  day  eight, 
but  on  Thursday  the  water  was  again  thick,  and 
nothing  doing  except  with  worms.  On  account  of 
dirty  water,  too,  spinning  only  has  been  heard  of 
on  the  Vaudois,  the  fish,  though  often  flashing  at 
the  bait,  not  taking  well,  as  has  been  observed 
when  using  baits  preserved  in  formalin.  On 
April  8,  the  Eaufroid,  near  Villeneuve,  was  in  good 
fishing  order  for  a  while,  and  a  few  nice  trout  rose. 
Last  week  Red  Spinners  and  Blue  Uprights  were 
attractive.  It  is  reported  that  when  clear  enough 
to  fish  large  trout  are  to  be  caught  in  a  branch  of 
the  L'pper  Rhone  at  Gampel,  npar  Leuk. — 
Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Penzance. — Fair  sport  whiffing  for  pollack; 
catches  forty  down  ;  some  very  good-sized  fish  ;  also 
moderate  sport  with  rod  on  the  piers.  No  ground 
Gshing  yet,  but  am  hoping  sport  will  improve 
shortly.  S;a  rough  at  present,  and  the  stir  up 
shouldbring  fish  on  the  feed. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  fine  weather  seems  to  be  brine- 
ing  the  fish  in  mere.  One  gentleman  out  on 
April  1 1  had  thirteen  nice  pollack,  good  sized  ones, 
and  bass  have  als)  been  .=een  at  the  breakwater. 
The  mackerel  are  still  some  distance  off  shore,  and 
some  nice  catches  have  been  brought  in.  The  pier 
fishermen  have  also  been  having  better  sport,  and 
some  very  fine  pouting  have  been  caught  off  the 
promenade  pier.  Some  nice  mullet  are  on  the  feed 
now  at  the  Great  Western  Docks.  —  Wflliam 
Heakder  (B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssociafions,  cfc. 


Anqlebs'  Benevolent  Society. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  the  following  sums  : — Eagle  A.S.,  £3  Is. ; 
Mr.  Hart,  Peckham  Brothers,  7s.  6d. ;  Mr.  George, 
Peekham  Brothers,  Ts.  6d. ;  St.  Albans  A.S., 
£2  IBs.  2d.;  Prince  of  Wales  A.S.,  £1  Is.  3d.; 
Queen's  A.S.,  £1  12?.  6d. ;  Elgin  A.S.,  £1  9s.;  and 
Ealing  A.S.,  £4  128.  6d.  The  Walworth  Waltonians' 
concert  on  Monday  last  (April  11)  was  a  most 
successful  affair,  the  large  hall  being  crowded,  and 
doubtless  a  handsome  cheque  will  result.  If 
Becretaries  have  any  annual  subscriptions  in  hand 
I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  same  by  April  30,  at 
■which  date  the  accounts  are  closed.  Only  twenty- 
five  wanted  to  make  2000  members. — W.  H.  Barber, 
9,  Hetl  >y-road.  Shepherd's  Bush. 

Blenheim  Anolino  Society. 
On  Easter  Monday,  through  the  kindness  of  a 
local  gentleman,  we  were  enabled  to  place  in  the 
Harefield  water  a  con.signment  of    1000  splendid 
coarse  fish.    The  bream,  roach,  and  dace  were  as 
fine  a  lot  as  an  angler  could  wish   to  see,  some 
specimens  of  the  former  running  up  to  Olb.  There 
were  any  number  of  roach  over  lib.  and  up  to  l;'lb., 
and  even  in  one  ca.se  21b.,  and  some  1 4oz.  duce.  The 
fish  were  tiu-ned  down  in  the  Mill  Pool,  only  three 
being   lost   in   transit,   and   notwithstanding  the 
evidence  afforded  during  the  closing  weeks  of  the 
pa«t  fteason  of  the  well-stocked  condition  of  the 
Iwater,  siicli  an  excellent  sample  of  really  good 
'stock  fi.sh  is  very  welcome.    Another  netting  has 
h''  ri  offered  us,  and  arrangements  are  now  being 
If)  to  carry  it  out.     So  far  as  fishing  is  concerned, 
ii<H  are  naturally  quiet  just  now,  but  some  of 
members  who  have  been  to  Harefield  during 
paHt  week  or  so  tell  me  there  are  a  few  trout 
'h  looking  after.    Obituary  notices  later.  On 
Inesday    evening    last,    Mr.    W.    H.  Barber, 
A.R.S.,  entertained  a  large  gathering  of  members 
I  a  very  interesting  lantern  lecture  principally 
irii.scent  of  his  many  and  varied  angling  travel.s. 
iddition,  some  excellent  views  of  the  society's 
"f  appeared  upon  the  screen,  and  some  swims 
*  I  know  that  will  not  look  quite  so  deserted  on 
1   an  they  did  on   Wednesday  evening.  It 
without  saying,   ,Mr.    Barber  deserved  the 
ty  vote  of  thanks  accorded  him- — R.  B. 


City  of  London  Pisoatobivl  Society. 
On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  Robert  Snare  presided.  Mr. 
Dryden  read  a  paper,  entitled,  "Th3  Wisdom  of  Our 
Forefathers,"  from  the  outset  capturing  thn  ready 
attention  of  the  meeting ;  he  went  on  to  red  isco  ver  and 
unearth  much  of  the  forgotten  lore  of  our  ancestors 
relative  to  the  treatment  of  disease  by  remedies  taken 
from  animated  nature,  giving  his  attention  mainly 
to  those  items  of  the  ancient  pharmacopoeia 
taken  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  water,  more 
especially  fishes,  shell-fish,  and  crustaceans.  A 
heaity  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr. 
Dryden  for  his  very  successful  essay.  A  fine  carp 
(caught  by  Mr.  Salisbury)  has  been  added  to  the 
society's  museum,  having  been  very  successfully 
mounted  by  Anstiss.  It  has  been  decided  that  the 
society  will  send  cases  to  the  Crystal  Palace  Sports 
Exhibition  taking  place  next  month. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbe.sham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery  presided  at  the  committee  and 
Mr.  M.  Davies  at  the  general  meeting  on  Tuesday 
last,  a  large  number  of  members  being  present. 
Two  of  the  items  on  the  agenda  paper  were  of  great 
interest.  The  first  was  that  the  committee  had 
secured  for  the  use  of  the  members  a  capital  stretch 
of  water  on  the  Kennet.  This,  of  course,  met  with 
the  approval  of  all  present.  Maps  of  the  water 
are  about  to  be  prepared  and  will  soon  be  available 
upon  application.  Those  members  who  have  fished 
the  water  describe  it  as  being  well  stocked  and 
preserved,  and  an  ideal  piece  of  water  in  every  way. 
The  other  matter  was  the  examination  and  dis- 
cussion of  a  salmon  (grilse)  weighing  4 Jib.,  which 
had  been  found  injured,  and  taken  out  of  the 
Kelvedon  water  at  Rye  Mills  by  the  society's  hon. 
bailiff  and  forwarded  to  the  club-room.  There  was 
no  doubt  whatever  that  the  fish  was  a  grilse,  but 
how  it  managed  to  reach  Kelvedon  from  the  sea 
was  difficult  to  say,  as  there  are  many  obstacles  in 
the  shape  of  mills,  etc.,  to  prevent  salmon  ascending. 
The  theory  which  found  most  favour  was  that  the 
fish  had  come  up  on  the  heavy  flood  water,  and 
had,  in  attempting  to  pass  Rye  Mill,  been  struck 
by  the  mill  wheel  and  stunned.  The  fish  was  not 
in  the  best  of  condition,  and  no  food  was  found  in 
its  stomach.  It  is  being  set  up.  Several  members 
have  visited  Chesham  ;  Mr.  Bridgman  took  a 
brace  and  Mr.  Close  one  of  H-lb.  Dr.  Spencer  has 
had  good  sport  on  private  water,  his  largest  trout 
going  21b.  2oz.  Mr.  Bowman,  with  Mr.  Rogers,  in 
Devonshire,  took  a  quantity  of  nice  ti-out  up  to 
|lb.  Others  have  been  out,  but  the  weather  con- 
ditions have  not  b'een  in  favour  of  heavy  baskets. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  was  in  the  chair  at  the  weekly 
meeting  on  April  13.  There  were  no  reports  of 
successful  trout  fishing,  and  the  chief  interest 
centred  around  the  much  talked  of  31b.  Goz.  roach 
taken  by  Mr.  Callagan  of  the  Southampton  Pisca- 
torials.  By  the  courtesy  of  the  captor  and  members, 
this  fish  is  now  on  view  at  our  headquarters,  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Bedford-square,  and  we  shall 
be  pleased  for  any  metropolitan  anglers  to  inspect 
it  on  a  Wednesday  evening.  The  fish  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  highest  available  expert  scientific 
opinion.  The  members  generally  with  regret 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  its  authenticity  as  a 
roach  is  at  least  open  to  question.  The  dinner  will 
take  place  on  May  18,  and  on  Wednesday  next, 
April  20,  the  annual  general  meeting  will  be  held. — 
G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Bywaters  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting.  Reports  of  sport  showed  that  the  opening 
of  the  trout  sea.son  had  been  spoiled  by  the  bois- 
terous weather  which  had  prevailed.  Mr.  H.  H. 
Brown,  on  the  Itchen,  despite  a  howling  gale  of 
wind,  took  a  number  of  fish,  but  none  above  lib.  in 
weight.  At  Thorney  Weir  he  had  also  one  of  the 
same  weight.  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  took  a  brace  from 
the  latter  water  scaling  31b.,  but  Mr.  E.  J.  Evans, 
in  Northamptonshire,  met  with  little  reward  owing 
to  the  "  facer  "  he  had  to  contend  with.  At 
Uxbridge  the  trout  had  been  moving  to  the  dry 
fly,  and  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  got  a  brace  of  nice  ones 
on  the  gold-ribbed  Hares'  Ear.  The  Lambourn 
opened  yesterday  (Friday).  The  trout  here  are 
stated  to  be  very  forward,  and  there  is  each  day  a 
good  fishing  rise  of  fly. — Hon.  Sec. 

Jolly  Anglers'  Society  (Cambridge). 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  club  was  held 
on  April  6.  Mr.  J.  W.  Cornwell  was  elected  presi- 
dent, with  six  vice-presidents,  Mr.  Brocket  secre- 
tary, Mr.  L.  Holt  a,ssistant,  and  nine  committee- 
men, with  two  auditors.  The  secretary  gave  a 
balance  for  the  coming  season,  after  paying  for  the 
hire  of  water  at  Earith,  with  keeper's  expenses,  and 
the  general  working  of  the  club,  of  £27  los.  lid. 
The  number  of  members  on  the  books  was  309.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  wa.*?  accorded  to  Mr.  W.  H. 


Whitehead,  the  society's  solicitor,  who  gave  his  time 
and  professional  service  in  connection  with  the 
hiring  of  the  now  waters  free  of  expense.  Several 
niombers  spoke  in  great  praise  of  the  work  he  had 
done,  and  thanks  were  heartily  returned,  wliich 
ended  a,  very  pleasant  meeting — one  of  the  best  the 
club  has  had  for  years.— .lonN  O.  George. 

Perth  Anglers'  Club. 
The  forty-ninth  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Perth  Anglers'  Club  was  held  in  the  Burgh  Court 
Room  on  April  7,  Mr.  Robert  D.  Bell,  vice-president, 
occupying  the  chiir.  Before  proceeding  with  t' e 
ordmary  business  of  the  meeting  the  chairman 
desired  to  express  his  regret  that  since  they  had 
last  met  as  a  club  they  had  to  lament  the  loss  by 
death  of  their  esteemed  president,  the  late  Mr. 
Thomas  Bannister.  Thoy  all  appreciated  his  per- 
sonal worth  and  amiable  qualities,  and  also  the 
great  interest  he  had  taken  in  the  welfare  of  the 
club.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  James  Hutchis  m, 
"  The  meeting  unanimously  resolved  to  record  in 
their  minutes  their  deep  sense  of  the  loss  the 
Perth  Anglers'  Club  ha:l  sustained  in  the  death 
of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Bannister,  Barossa 
Place,  their  high  appreciation  of  his  personal 
worth,  and  the  am'able  qualities  which  endeared 
him  to  the  members  of  the  club  with  which  he  had 
been  so  long  connected,  and  they  desire  further  to 
express  their  deep  sympathy  with  his  widow  and 
family  in  their  boreavement,  and  instruct  the 
secretary  to  send  an  excirpt  of  this  minute  to  the 
widow."  1  he  secretary  submitted  his  annual  state- 
ment of  accounts,  showing  the  club  to  be  in  a 
flourishing  condition  and  with  a  substantial  balance 
at  the  bank.  The  prizes  gained  throughout  the  past 
season,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  £17,  were 
distributed  at  the  meeting.  Office  bearers  for  the 
ensuing  year  were  elected  as  follows :  Patron,  Rt. 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  ;  president,  Mr.  Robt. 
D.  Bell  ;  vice  president,  Mr.  Adam  Conacher ; 
secretary  and  treasurer,  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  ;  council 
of  management;  Messr-.  Jas.  Hutchison,  D.  Hunter, 
R.  B.  Smith,  Alex  Macgregor,  John  Rutherford, 
Jas.  Dewar,  Robt.  Butter,  and  Jas.  Proudfoot.  The 
competitions  for  the  ensuing  season  were  fixed  as 
follows:  1st  Loch  Leven  Competition,  April  20  ;  2nd 
Loch  Leven  Competition,  May  25 ;  3rd  Loch  Ericht 
Competition,  June  29;  1st  Stream  Competition, 
May  7 ;  2nd  Stream  Competition,  June  15.  Mr. 
James  Howe,  Kinross,  having  the  highest  aggre- 
gate at  the  loch  competitions  last  year,  was  elected 
to  represent  tha  club  at  the  National  Angling  Com- 
petition on  Loch  Levan  on  June  1. — A.  A. 

Thorney  Weir  Fishing  Club. 
The  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  above  club  was 
held  on  Saturday,  April  9,  at  the  Club  House, 
Thorney  Weir,  West  Drayton.  The  hon.  officers 
and  committee  having  resigned  (as  provided  for  by 
the  rules),  Mr.  Horace  Brown  was  elected  chairman 
,of  the  meeting.  The  account  of  the  club  general 
purposes  fund  wa.s  passed.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the  past  year  was  submitted  to  the  meet- 
ing, and  in  discussing  it  much  gratification  was 
expressed  at  the  greatly  improved  state  of  the  river 
brought  about  by  the  floods  of  last  year.  It  was 
also  mentioned  that  over  thirty  ti'out  had  been 
taken  since  the  season  commenced  on  April  1, 
nearly  all  between  12oz.  and  Hlb.  The  report  wa.s 
adopted.  The  retiring  hon.  officers  and  committee 
were  re-elected.  Letters  of  regret  at  non-attend- 
ance at  the  meeting  were  read  from,  among  others. 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  and  Mr.  W.  Senior.  Mr.  Horace 
Brown,  president  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  wa.s 
then  voted  by  acclamation  chairman  and  Mr.  F.  S. 
Hoblyn  vice-chaii"man  of  the  dinner  which  followed 
the  meeting.  After  the  usual  loyal  toast,  that  of 
the  "  Prosperity  of  the  Thorney  Weir  Fishing  Club  " 
was  given,  and  the  club  cordially  congratulated 
itself  upon  its  improved  fishing  and  other  prospects. 
It  was  further  pointed  out  that  the  effect  of  the 
annual  restocking  with  large  trout  was  now  making 
itself  felt  in  the  club  water.  The  healths  of  the 
chairman,  vice-chairman,  and  visitors  were  next 
proposed,  the  latter  being  responded  to  by  Messrs. 
Bell  and  'iVilliams.  After  a  most  enjoyable  evening, 
enlivened  by  music  and  song  volunteered  b\-  Me.^srs. 
Ironmonger,  Bell,  Blennerhasset,  Foster.  R.  A. 
Hoblyn,  and  others,  the  company  separated,  highly 
satisfied  with  their  evening's  diversion. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 
2f«,  107.    F.  G.  Turner  and  C.  Guiss,  1 8,  Southampton 

Buildings,  Chancery-lane,  London,  W.C. 

Improvements  relating  to  fishing  tackle. 
26,()30.    M.  Carswe  1,  65,  Chancery-lane,  London. 

W.C.      Waterproofed   fishing   line  and 

netting. 
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On  Wednesday,  with  Mr.  Mallett  in  the  chair, 
Mr.  G.  A.  Maull  read  a  most  interesting  paper 
describing,  with  the  aid  of  many  photos  thrown 
upon  the  large  screen,  and  recording  the  experiences 
of  himself  and  party  of  fellow  members  fishing  last 
autumn  at  Ballycotton,  on  the  south  coast  of  Ire- 
land. A  long  way  from  London,  yes,  but  by  way 
of  Milford  Haven  and  Cork,  by  rail,  steamer,  and 
Irish  car,  done  so  rapidly  that  leaving  London 
4.30  p.m.,  sleeping  on  board  the  steamer,  the  first 
fish  was  caught  at  Ballycotton  at  2.30  p.m.  the 
next  day.  Cost,  return  journey  included  and  first 
saloon  on  steamer,  under  £3.  The  camera  was  busy 
all  the  way,  and  the  journey  well  described  and 
'illustrated  ;  but  the  views  illustrating  Ballycotton 
Harbour,  its  boats,  and  the  men  and  women  were 
best  appreciated,  inc'uding  as  they  did  the  well- 
known  faces  of  the  members  of  the  party  of  four. 
Fish  of  all  kinds  they  found  plentiful.  The  pollack 
is  always  there.  In  their  season  the  black  pollack 
or  coalfish  run  very  large.  At  the  back  end  of  the 
year  hake  and  cod  come  round  from  the  westward, 
the  former  being  an  important  and  favourite  food 
fish  in  the  neighbourhood.  Large  quantities  are 
caught,  but,  twelve  miles  from  the_ nearest  railway, 
finds  no  market.  Conger,  bream,  ling,  turbot. 
various  gurnards,  sharks,  of  kinds,  mackerel, 
whiting,  wrasse,  and  skate  in  plenty,  and  of 
enormous  s'ze  are  common,  and  the  sprat  affords 
the  reliable  bait  with  herring  and  mackerel — 
one  or  the  other  of  them  is  always  there. 
Artificial  bait  seldom  used.  The  boats  are 
good.  The  whale  boat  with  a  dipping  lug  is 
the  kind  most  in  use.  A  few  Dutch-looking 
trawlers,  using  the  otter  trawl,  there  are,  and  others 
of  a  nondescript  character.  Boat  hire  moderate. 
For  boat,  two  men  and  bait  70s.  a  week  is  pijid  ; 
good  room  for  four  to  fish.  The  men  should  do  no 
fishing.  Baiting  hooks,  gaffing  fish,  and  general 
boat  work  will  occupy  all  their  time.  This  was  the 
fifth  annual  visit  to  Ballycotton  :  to  sea  anglers  its 
attractions  never  fade,  and  as  the  neighbourhood 
and  its  people  become  familiar  a  renewed  interest 
is  found.  The  lecture  was  full  of  such  things 
as  round  towers,  distilleries,  queer  drives  and 
drivers,  coast  views,  cloud  and  sea  effects,  all 
helped  by  the  camera  work,  and  was  wound  up  by 
way  of  a  bonne  bouche  with  a  fine  series  of  views 
taken  on  the  coast  of  county  Antrim.  Coleraine, 
Londonderry,  the  Falls  at  Bushmills,  Ballycastle, 
and  Red  Bays,  Carnlough,  Ballygally  Head,  and 
bits  of  the  Sligo  and  Derry  Coasts.  Mr.  Maull  was 
thanked  for  the  great  trouble  he  had  taken  to  work 
up  this  excellent  descriptive  account.  H.  P. 


"  Rambling  is  a  science  :  it  is  the  gastronomy  of  the 
eye." — H.  de  Balz.4.c. 


Mr.  R.  G.  WooDEurp  announces  that  the  annual 
general  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Association  will  be 
held  on  Monday  next,  April  18,  at  the  Cripplegate 
Institute,  at  8  p.m.,  when  the  officers  and  com- 
mittee-men will  be  elected  for  the  ensuing  season, 
and  the  balance-sheet  for  the  year  ending  March  25 
last  is  to  be  submitted.  Will  delegates  please  note 
that  only  those  who  have  their  voting  cards  will  be 
able  to  record  their  votes. 


Mr.  J.  Feancis  Bursill,  F.R.H.S..  is  going  to 
Westcliff  on  April  19  to  give  a  lantern  lecture  on 
sea  fishing  in  all  its  varied  aspects  to  the  members 
of  the  South-East  Essex  Sea  Anglers'  Club.  Ladies 
are  invited,  and  there  is  to  be  music  and  light  re- 
freshments provided  to  further  their  enjoyment. 
The  function  will  take  place  at  the  Queen's  Hotel, 
Westcliff,  tlie  headquarters  of  this  youthful  and 
enterprising  club. 


With  the  advice  and  co-operation  of  Mr.  T,  Cart- 
man,  the  hon  treasurer  of  the  Harrogate  Conserva- 
tive Angling  Club,  anew  club  has  been  established 
for  Boroughbiidge  on  a  satisfactory  basis.  As 
anplers  know,  Boroughbridge  has  practically  been  a 
free  fi.shing  ground,  and  anglers  have  taken  fish  of 
all  sizes  and  enjoyed  spori  wdthout  contributing  to 
any  fund  for  restocking  purposes.  The  object  of 
the  club  will  be  to  stop  the  taking  of  undersized 
fiali,  restocking  of  the  waters,  and  I  he  protection  of 
the  property  of  landowners  and  tenants  whose  land 
is  along  the  river's  banks.  FisMng  rights  have 
been  obtained  from  Messrs.  J.  W.  Green,  J.  Loft- 
house,  .7.  Kitchin.  W.  Brand,  and  others  in  the 
localilj'.  Local  members  are  to  be  admitted  at 
2s.  (id.  per  annum,  those  outside  the  district  .'is.  per 
annum,  and  a  nominal  charge  of  (!d.  will  Im  made 
for  (lay  tickets  to  visitors  (which  may  be  had  from 
ihu  sfcietuiyj. 


The  hon.  secretaries  of  the  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  Angling  Association  have  forwarded  an 
advance  copy  of  the  Year  Book  (1904) — ,=ea  angling 
branch.  The  rules  of  the  society  are  given,  as  also 
the  regulations  for  "The  Mayor's"  challenge  cup  for 
boat-fishing  (which  has  been  presented  by  Alderman 
Tree,  .LP.);  regulations  governing  hire  of  club  boats, 
the  annual  prize  list  for  boat-fishing,  ditto  for  shore 
and  pier-fishing,  a  calendar  and  fixture  list — in  fact, 
every  item  of  interest  to  members,  or  those  about  to 
become  members,  ia  contained  in  this  little  book. 
I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that  a  copy  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  Mr.  H.  Dowsett,  10,  York 
Buildings,  Hastings. 


The  hon.  secretary  of  the  Forest  Gate  Piscatorials 
announces  the  date  of  general  meeting  as  April  19 
and  the  annual  dinner  on  April  2(;. 


"Great  Mastbr.s."  -This  beautiful  art  publica- 
tion (Wm.  Heinemann.  London)  still  continues 
to  delight  subscribers.  Part  XII.  contains  splendid 
plates  after  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Durer,  Ruysdael, 
and  Francia.  Every  plato  is  a  gem,  "crying  out 
to  be  framed,"  as  the  Publiithers'  Circular  tersely 
said,  and  when  framed,  fit  to  adorn  any  home  in 
the  Kingdom.  In  the  part  under  notice  the 
picture,  "  A  Fresh  Breeze,"  will  charm  every  lover 
of  the  sea.  "The  Duchess  o'  Devonshire"  is  a 
wonderful  reproduction,  and  the  lunette  by 
Francia  is  indeed  a  gem  of  sacred  art. 


The  Last  Arrival. 
There  came  to  port  last  Sunday  night 

The  queerest  little  craft. 
Without  an  inch  of  rigging  on  : 

I  looked  and  looked — (ind  laughed, 
It  seemed  so  curious  that  she 

Should  cross  the  unknown  water 
And  moor  herself  within  my  room  — 

My  daughter  !  oh,  my  daughter  ! 

Yet  by  these  presents  witness  all 

She's  welcome  fifty  times. 
And  comes  consigned  in  hope  and  love 

.A.nd  common  meter-rhymes. 
She  has  no  manifest  but  this  ; 

No  flag  floats  o'er  the  water  ; 
She's  rather  new  for  our  marine — 

My  daughter  !    oh,  my  daughter  ! 

Ring  out,  wild  bells,  and  tame  ones,  too  ! 

Ring  out  the  lover's  moon  ! 
Ring  in  the  little  worsted  socks  ; 

Ring  in  the  bib  and  spoon  ! 
Ring  out  the  muse  !    Ring  in  the  nur.se  ! 

Ring  in  the  milk  and  water  ! 
Away  with  paper,  pen  and  ink  ! 

My  daughter  !  oh,  my  daughter ! 

—Raleigh,  N.  r.,Post. 


A  few  weeks  ago  Household  Words  opened  a 
competition  to  its  readers  as  to  which  railway  com- 
pany they  considered  to  be  the  most  enterprising 
in  the  various  questions  of  rolling  stock,  through 
fares,  tourist  tickets,  cheap  excursions,  etc.  The 
names  of  twenty  of  the  principal  English,  Scotch, 
and  Irish  railways  w^ere  given,  and  the  competitor 
was  required  to  name  the  six  best  and  most  pro- 
gressive lines.  This  week's  issue  of  Household 
Words  announces  that  the  Great  Central  Company 
has  won  this  novel  railway  competition,  and  it  is 
very  interesting  to  read  the  various  reasons  given 
by  competitors  why  they  place  the  Great  Central  at 
the  top.  The  inauguration  of  "  sea- to-sea  ex- 
presses "  from  Liverpool  to  Cromer  and  Yarmouth 
and  from  Newcastle  to  Bournemouth,  a  through 
service  between  Manchester,  Folkestone,  and  Dover, 
London  and  Sheffield  in  three  hours  without  a  stop, 
being  only  a  few  of  their  latest  innovations. 


Dragnet  to  his  yoqngest  hopeful  on  his  eighteenth 
birthday  :  I  hope  you  will  improve  in  wisdom, 
knowledge,  and  virtue."   Boy:  "  Same  to  you,  dad." 


"  The  six  delegates  of  the  Breton  Fishermen's 
Union,"  says  the  Standard,  "  representing  some 
twenty  thousand  fisliermen  belonging  to  the  towns 
of  Concarneau,  Douarnenez,  etc.,  have  arrived  at 
Bizerta,  \uider  the  guidance  of  the  Chief  Secretary 
of  the  Prefect  of  Finistere.  The  men  have  brought 
with  them  a  complete  fishing  outfit,  and  are  to 
cruise  along  the  coast  on  board  a  torpedo-boat 
placed  at  tlieir  disposal  by  the  Minister  of  Marine. 
They  intend  to  study  the  resources  of  the  sea,  and 
the  facilities  for  landing ;  after  which  they  will 
ret\irn  to  Brittany  and  report  to  their  comrades, 
some  of  whoni  are  inclined  to  emigrate  in  conse- 
quence of  the  depression  of  the  fishing  indvistry,  and 


especially  the  scarcity  of  sardines  on  the  French 
shores.  It  is  stated,  on  good  authority,  that  over 
five  hundred  Breton  fa.milie8  have  already  emi- 
grated to  Canada." 


Pat  had  just  arrived,  from  the  "  ould  counthry," 
and  was  staring  in  open-mouthed  astonishment  at 
the  electric  cars.  "  Well,  be  jabers,"  he  said,  aotto 
voce,  "  I've  seen  cars  drawn  by  horses,  an'  I've  see 
'em  go  by  stheam,  but  I  never  see  'em  pulled  with  a 
fishing-rod  before  !  " 


Great  interest  was  recently  aroused  by  the 
report  that  Mr.  Callagan,  of  the  Southampton  Pis- 
catorials, had  taken  probably  the  heaviest  roach 
whose  weight  was  absolutely  authenticated,  and 
doubts  were  expressed  a.s  to  its  true  species.  London 
and  other  anglers  now  have  an  opportunity  of  satis- 
fying themselves  as  to  its  bona  fides,  as,  owing  to 
the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Callagan  and  the  members  of  the 
Southampton  Club,  this  splendid  .31b.  6o7..  fish  can 
be  seen  any  Wednesday  evening  at  the  head- 
(juarters  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society,  the 
T^edford  Head  Hotel,  Bedford-square,  W.C.  The 
fish  was  taken  from  the  stretch  of  the  Stolu'  iuune- 
diatoly  adjoining  the  Highbury's  Barford  water. 


Par.son  Jackson  (to  youngster  fishing  on 
Sunday) :  "  My  boy,  I'm  surprised  to  find  you 
here."  Yovmgster  (innocently) :  "  Do  you  know 
some  other  place  where  they  bite  better  ?  " 


The  Lea  Roacher. 

On  wooden  stoole  there  sate  a  wary  wight  ; 

In  fustian  coat  and  breeches  was  he  dight.  - 

Upon  his  head  a  rustic  hat  he  wore, 

And  in  his  hand  his  roachie-pole  he  bore.  i 

Good  store  of  worme  and  gentle  and  white  paste  i 

In  linen  bags,  and  beere  unto  his  taste 

In  wide-mouth  jar  had  he.    He  recked  not  rain  . 

Or  wind,  and  of  good  birdseye  was  he  fain.  : 

In  leathern  pouch  this  banker  kept  his  gut,  ^ 

And  baizen  bag  to  hold  his  Sowerbutt. 

All  dace  and  red-finned  roaches  he  did  keep. 

But  chevins  he  would  throw  on  mixen-heap 

With  luce  and  bream.    No  keener  wight  than  he 

E'er  watched  his  pocking  float  on  Thames  or  Lea. 

— F.  W.  D. 


Miss  C.  M.  Wood,  so  well-known  to  all  South 
London  anglers  as  an  accomplished  pianist,  has 
arranged  for  her  annual  Floral,  Fancy,  and  Evening 
Dress  Dance  to  take  place  at  the  Surrey  Masonic 
Hall,  Cambarwell  New-road,  on  Wednesday  evening, 
April  20.  Mr.  Newton,  of  the  Lychnobite  Anglers, 
will  be  p'eased  to  send  tickets  on  application  to 
78,  Lorrimore-road,  Kennington,  S.E. 


The  famous  "  sea  cow  "  or  "manatee"  that  has 
been  on  exhibition  at  the  New  York  Aquarium  for 
several  weeks  died  of  pneumonia  recently.  A  native 
of  Florida,  it  could  not  live  in  the  severe  chmate  of 
New  York.  The  carcase  will  be  stuffed  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Museum  of  Natural  History. 


It  was  in  an  equity  suit  to  determine  the  true 
constr\iction  of  the  last  testament  of  an  angler  who 
had  disappeared  some  twenty  years  before,  leaving 
a  complex  will,  considerable  property,  and  a  large 
number  of  relatives  to  scramble  for  it.  The  judge 
took,  as  was  his  wont,  a  strong  view,  and  expressed 
it  strongly  in  his  judgment.  Having  set  forth  his 
view  of  the  will,  "  This,"  lie  said,  "  it  is  perfectly 
clear  was  the  true  meaning  and  intention  of  the 
testator."  "I  beg  your  pardon,  my  lord,"  inter- 
rupted a  voice  in  the  body  of  the  court,  "it  was 
nothing  of  the  kind."  The  judge  was  struck  dumb 
for  a  moment  with  anger  and  amazement.  "How 
dare  you,  sir,"  he  broke  out  at  last,  "  how  dare  you 
interrupt  the  court  in  this  scandalous  fashion.  Who 
are  you,  sir  ?  "    "I  am  the  testator,  my  lord." 


Just  as  we  are  going  to  press  the  following 
report  has  been  received: — "The  River  Tay  was 
more  or  less  in  spate  throughout  the  whole  of  last 
week,  and  few  anglers  have  ventured  (o  the  river 
side.  Lord  Tavistock,  fishing  Stobhall  beat  on 
April  12,  landed  one  salmon  of  211b.  ;  on  April  12 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  landed  one  salmon  of  131b. 
on  Upper  Cargill  water  ;  Mrs.  J.  D.  Humphrey, 
fishing  Lower  Stanley  on  April  11,  caught  one  fish 
of  81b.  ;  on  Dalguise  water  on  April  1  Lieut.  J.  T. 
Pearith,  of  Pitnacree,  landed  a  salmon  of  161b., 
while  on  Loch  Tay  (Killin  preserved  water)  on ' 
April  6  Mr.  Gow  had  one  salmon  of  27Ib.  ;  on 
April  8  Mr.  Hooll  one  of  1,51b. ;  and  on  April  12  Mr, 
McWilliara  one  of  18lb,"  Dragnet. 
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Pfovifleial  fluglifig  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM:«AND  DISTRICT. 

The  cry  is.  "■  Still  they  come  !  "  At  the  meeting 
<if  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
cu  April  7  the  Rising  Sun  Society,  Talbot-street, 
Smethwick,  was  accepted  into  the  association ; 
also  the  King  Edward  VII.  Society,  Digbeth,  Bir- 
mingham, was  allowed  to  become  aflBliated.  I  am 
pleased  to  hear  that  the  association  have  decided 
to  invite  Mr.  A.  P.  Thomley,  of  Snow  Hill,  Birming- 
ham, to  act  as  judge  over  the  specimen  fish  on  view 
at  the  BLngley  Hall  Exhibition.  This  gentleman 
has  had  a  very  wide  experience  in  fishing  both  in 
England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  and  he 
should  be  well  able  to  grant  the  awards  without 
going  outside  the  city.  We  have  had  some  splendid 
weather  during  the  past  week,  but  Uttle  or  nothing 
has  been  done  in  the  trout  fishing.  I  have  not 
heard  of  a  single  fish  being  taken  below  Lincomb 
Weir.  At  Arley  and  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Severn  sport  has  been  fairly  good,  but  the  trout 
ha\  e  been  only  small.  The  river  is  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  I  hope  to  hear  of  better  sport  during  the 
ensuing  week.  The  trout  in  the  river  Teme  are 
reported  to  be  in  good  condition.  They  are  not 
taking  kindly  to  the  fly,  so  the  spinning  minnow  is 
the  only  captivating  bait  that  can  be  depended  on. 
We  have  a  club  in  Birmingham  that  has  for  some 
time  been  Uttle  heard  of,  but  they  look  Uke  coming 
to  the  front.  The  name  of  the  club  is  the  Sons  of 
Mjuth.  Thej-  have  just  secured  some  fishing  rights 
at  Bewdley,  and  now  they  are  after  a  stretch  of 
water  at  Stratford-on-Avon.  During  the  holidays 
our  members  have  been  out  near  and  far,  but  sport 
on  the  whole  has  been  bad  ;  but  with  the  welcome 
change  in  the  weather  we  must  hope  for  better 
things. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  waters  are  now  in  first-class  condition 
for  operations  either  with  fly  or  minnow  fishing,  but 
during  the  past  week  only  poor  sport  has  been  had, 
either  on  the  river  Hull  or  the  Driffield  Canal,  owing 
to  very  high  winds.  Two  or  three  nice  trout  have 
been  taken  on  the  canal  between.  Whinhill  and 
Snakeholme  locks  and  in  the  river  at  Emmotland 
and  Hempholme ;  nice  fish  have  been  tempted 
with  the  worms,  and  in  the  tidal  waters  below 
Wilfholme  one  has  been  secured  that  scaled  over 
21b.  and  in  prime  condition.  Bottom  fishers  are 
doing  fairly  well  amongst  flounders  in  the  lower 
waters,  and  fish  up  to  |lb.  each  taken  during  the 
week.  A  couple  of  matches  will  be  decided  on  the 
river  on  April  17 — the  Hull  City  Anglers  at  Hull 
Bridge  and  the  Market  Tavern  Club  on  Minto  Flatts, 
and  on  Saturday  next  our  first  big  event  of  the 
present  season  will  take  place  at  Dunswell,  being 
the  East  Hull  Band  AngUng  Assoj^'tition's  open 
match,  and  if  the  weather  proves  fp,;  curable,  there 
is  every  prospect  of  it  being  a  iccess,  for  both 
river  and  tide  -will  be  right  and"  the  fish  are  now 
well  on  the  move  in  that  district ' 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Sport  has  been  very  quiet  in  this  district  owing 
to  a  continuance  of  heavy  winds,  with  rain, 
sleet,  hail,  and  snow.  Windermere  is  doing  next 
to  nothing,  and  the  streams  are  hardly  worth  fol- 
lowing owing  to  the  clearness  of  the  water,  and  up 
to  now  it  has  been  far  too  cold  to  allow  of  any 
evening  fi.shing.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  wind  is 
shifting  about,  and  there  are  signs  of  a  change.  The 
English  Lake  District  A. A.  held  its  annual  meeting 
at  Bow  ness-on-Windermere  on  April  9,  a  report  of 
which  appears  in  another  column. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

X  most  gratifying  report  is  to  hand  from  our 
grtat  Lanca.shire  fishery  at  Oakenclough.  The 
crop  of  fry  promises  to  be  large.  Brown  trout  are 
nearly  two  inches  long  and  feeding  well.  The  ova 
was  obtained  from  wild  trout  entirely.  Rainbow 
trout  also  promi.se  well  ;  the  special  strain  at  this 
hatchery  are  known  as  the  "  Trinity  "  species,  and 
distinct  from  the  rainbow  generally.  Will  they 
stay  with  us,  or  go  to  be  angels  like  those  we  have 
previously  tried  ?  On  April  13  the  Bollin  was  re- 
ported in  very  good  order,  but  the  cold  winds  have 
Kept  anglers  away.  A  few  decent  trout  have  been 
'-•aught,  the  best  one  of  Jib.  by  Mr.  Higginbottom. 
At  Patricroft  a  very  fine  king  carp  has  been  taken 
under  peculiar  circumstances.  The  pumps  at  the 
electric  works  got  choked,  and  on  inspection  of  the 
pipe  a  121b.  king  carp  from  the  Bridgwater  canal 
was  found  to  be  the  cause.  It  is  goinK  to  be 
mounted. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Now  that  there  has  been  time  to  get  a  better  idea 
0.  the  sport  secured  during  Easter,  the  first  im- 
prewion  i«  that  of  the  laet,  or  more  confirmed,  and 


is  to  the  effect  that  it  was  a  disappointing  holiday 
Many  report  an  enjoyable  time,  but  all  the  same 
very  few  got  many  fish.  One  city  rod  at  the  Tanat 
with  a  special  pass  speaks  of  the  great  number  of 
dace  he  caught,  not  one  of  which  showed  any  signs 
of  spawning  whatever.  There  are  plenty  of  trout 
in  this  river,  but,  strange  to  say,  not  one  was  taken 
The  Sun  A.S.  are  noted  for,  a  special  summons 
meeting  on  April  25  to  transact  important  business. 
Their  private  waters  are  reported  as  fishing  well,  and 
the  fish  in  excellent  condition. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  anglers  appear  to  have  increased  in  numbers, 
and  on  the  Greet  (lower  lengths),  Dover  Beck  (lower 
sections),  and  the  Smite  some  very  choice  fish  have 
been  creeled  by  the  aid  of  the  various  kinds  of 
worm,  notably  the  brandling  and  the  cockspur. 
One,  taken  by  Mr.  L.  O.  Trivett  from  the  Smite, 
weighed  lib.  lOoz.  No  doubt  better  takes  would 
have  been  made  had  the  weather  been  of  a  more 
propitious  character.  Boisterous  winds  have  been 
in  strong  evidence  now  for  a  fortnight,  and  votaries 
will  be  heartily  glad  when  they  moderate.  Angling 
against  high  and  adverse  winds  is  at  no  time  a 
very  pleasurable  pvu^uit.  In  trouting  on  the 
tributaries  named  the  employment  of  the  lightest 
possible  tackle  is  necessary  if  success  is  to  be 
achieved.  Generally  at  this  season  of  the  year  the 
waters  are  exceptionally  low  and  bright,  and  the 
use  of  heavy  tackle  must  have  a  tendency  to  scare 
the  fish.  News  from  the  trouting  sections  of  the 
Trent  is  imusvially  scarce.  Cross  winds  have  acted 
as  a  barrier  to  swimming  the  float  properly,  and 
little  or  nothing  has  resulted  from  tight  floating. 
The  river,  be  it  understood,  is  a  great  width  in 
many  parts,  and  the  fish  are  not  easily  located. 
The  Derby  AngUng  Association — and  many  of  its 
members  fish  the  higher  lengths  of  the  Trent — has 
decided  that  in  future  every  member  should  compete 
for  the  cup  and  medals  offered  by  the  executive,  the 
six  heaviest  bags  weighed  in  to  receive  gold  medals 
to  be  specially  struck  for  the  association.  A  sub- 
committee was  appointed  at  the  meeting  for  the 
purpose  of  revising  the  rules. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  York  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  held  a  meet- 
ing at  the  headquarters,  the  Bay  Horse  Hotel, 
Marygate,  on  April  12,  when  it  was  reported  that 
the  society  had  acquired  by  rental  from  Mr.  Hughes 
another  stretch  of  water  on  the  river  Ouse  at 
Acaster,  near  the  city.  The  members  attach  im- 
portance to  this  acquisition,  inasmuch  as  the  Cor- 
poration sewerage  works  are  above  the  stretch,  and 
good  fishing  should  be  furthered  as  a  consequence. 
Future  sport  will  chiefly  be  with  roach  and  dace. 
Anticipations  of  a  record  roll  of  members  are  enter- 
tained for  the  season,  as  anglers  seem  to  be  in- 
creasingly alive  to  the  advantages  of  amalgamation, 
not  the  least  of  these  being  the  assurance  of  good 
fishing  in  easy  and  comfortable  circumstances, 
without  fear  of  trespass.  Things  remain  quiet 
generally  with  local  rodmen.  The  river  Foss  has 
been  tried  for  pike,  with  the  poorest  of  results. 
Now  the  Ouse  is  closed  against  coarse  fishing,  pike 
only  excepted,  and  pike  fishers  have  had  ill-luck  of 
late,  although  the  river  is  in  very  good  condition. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  is  very  unsettled  and  lake  fishing 
difficult  at  some  places  and  quite  impossible  in 
others.  The  Lee  furnished  pretty  good  sport  on 
many  days  at  salmon,  and  some  fair  takes  have 
been  also  had  on  the  Bandon.  The  Lennon,  in 
Donegal,  has  yielded  respectable  sport  at  salmon, 
and  matters  have  improved  a  good  deal  on  the 
Slaney  recently.  Ab  salmon  are  believed  to  be 
numerous  in  all  the  principal  waters  in  the  country, 
good  sport  is  looked  forward  to  on  those  waters  when 
the  weather  gets  favourable.  At  a  general  meeting 
of  the  Killarney  Fishery  Conservators  held  recently, 
the  clerk  (Mr.  Hensey)  reported  that  the  supply  of 
spawning  fish  in  the  rivers  last  winter  wa.s  unusually 
numerous.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Skibbereen  Fishery 
Conservators  last  week,  Mr.  O'Neill,  the  secretary, 
read  a  report  of  the  hatchery  operations  for  the 
season,  from  which  it  appears  that  matters  were 
very  successful. 

Cork  District. 
At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Lee  Board  of  Con- 
servators on  April  9,  Alderman  H.  Dale  presiding, 
the  secretary,  Mr.  E.  J.  Brennan,  reported  that 
since  last  report  the  constabulary  and  bailiffs  had 
seized  thirteen  drift-nets— a  total  of  thirty-nine 
since  the  opening  of  the  season.  The  upper  waters 
were  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  the  constabulary 
and  bailiffs  had  practically  put  down  poaching.  A 
circular  from  Lord  Bandon  urging  for  subscriptions 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  fast  yawl  engaged 
in  the  suppression  of  drift-net  poaching  in  the 
estuary  was  road,  and  two  £5  siibscriptions  were 
announced.  One  of  the  drift-nets  recently  seized 
was  840yde.  in  length.   


LOCH  LEVEN  COMPETITIONS  FOR  1!)04. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  angling  club  com- 
petitions that  have  been  fixed  for  the  present  soaaon. 
There  are  in  all  104  entries,  being  a  decrease  of  nine 
compared  with  last  year.  Only  one  of  the  clubs 
that  competed  last  season  is  not  represented. 

R.  B.  L. 


April  IC  Kelty  and  Blair- 
adam 
„    20  Perth 
„    26  Wanderers 
„    26  Breadalbane 

(Edinburgh) 
„    29  St.  Mungo 
„    30  Bridge  of  Allan 
„    30  Pollokshields 
May   4  Waverley. 

,,     5  Kinross 

,,     6  Coatbridge 

,,     6  Kelvinside  Aca- 
demical 

„     7  Waltqn  (Edin- 
burgh) 

„     7  St.  Andrew 

,,     9  Dunfermline 

,,    10  Clackmannan 

„    11  Fifeshire 

,,    11  Dundee  Westend 

„    12  Wellshot. 

,,    13  Uddingston 

Waltonians 

,,    14  Dundee 

„    16  Amateur  (Edin- 
burgh) 

„    17  Falkirk 

,,    17  Perthshire 

„    18  Stirling 

„   18  Breadalbane 

(Edinburgh) 

„   19  St.  Mirin 

„    19  Midlothian 

„   20  Cockburn 

„   21  Bohemian 

„  21  Pollokshields 

„   25  Perth 

„   26  L^th  Fly  Fishing 
Association. 

„   27  Western 

„   28  Saturday  Ang- 
ling Club 

„   28  BothweU  and 
Blantyre 

,,   30  Wanderers 

„   30  Clydesdale 

(Glasgow) 

,,   31  Rowbank 

„   31  Bridge  of  Allan 
June   1  NATIONAL 

„      2  St.  Mungo 

„      3  United  Edin- 
burgh Clubs 

,,      4  St.  Andrew 

,,      8  Kinross 

,,      9  Clackmannan 
9  Buckland 

„    10  Buckland 

,,    11  Kelty  and  Blair- 
adam 

,,    11  Bohemian 

„     13  Stirling 

„    13  Fifeshire 

,,    14  Waverley 

,,    15  Dundee  West- 
end 


June  16 

„  17 

„  18 

„  21 

„  22 

„  22 

„  23 

„  24 

„  25 

„  25 

„  30 

July  2 

„  6 

„  7 

„  12 

„  13 

„  18 

Aug.  2 

„  4 
5 


9 
10 
10 

11 

13 

15 
15 

16 
16 
17 
17 

18 
18 
19 
19 
20 
23 
23 
24 
24 
25 
26 
26 

27 

27 

29 


Scot- 


Sept. 


30 
1 


West  of  Scot- 
land 

West  of 

land 
Dundee 
Bridge  of  Allan 
Bridge  of  Allan 
Dunfermline 
Pollokshields 
Falkirk 

Saturday  Ang- 
ling Club 

Kelvinside  Aca- 
demical 

Cockburn 

Walton  (Edin- 
burgh) 

Kinross 

Wanderers 

Clackmannan 

Stirling 

Dunfermline 

Clydesdale 
(Glasgow) 

St.  Andrew 

United  Glasgow 
Clubs 

Leith  Fly  Fish- 
ing Assoc. 

Fifeshire 

St.  Mungo 

Stirling 

Dundee  West- 
end 

Pollokshields 

Uddingston 
Waltonians 

WelLshot 

Amateur  (Edin- 
burgh) 

Midlothian 

Perthshire 

Bridge  of  Allan 

Breadalbane 
(Edinburgh) 

Coatbridge 

Clackmannan 

Rowbank 

Coatbridge 

Dundee 

Western 

Falkirk 

St.  Mirin 

Dunfermline 

Kinross 

Wanderers 

West   of  Scot- 
land 

West   of  Scot- 
land 

BothweU  and 
Blantyre 

Kelty  and 
Blair  adam 

Waverley 

Patron's  Prize 

Championship 


WINDERMERE  AND  DISTRICT 
ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  English  Lake  Dis- 
trict Angling  Association,  held  at  Bowness  on  Satur- 
day last,  it  was  decided  to  rename  the  association 
as  headed.  Mr.  G.  Morris  Midwood,  who  presided, 
was  reappointed  president.  The  report  shows  that 
during  the  season  17881b.  of  char  had  been  taken, 
realising  £112,  and  bringing  in  a  net  profit  of  £17. 
and  that  17601b.  of  pike  had  been  destroyed.  The 
guarantee  fund  initiated  by  the  president  had 
enabled  the  committee  to  pay  off  all  arrears  of 
fishery  rents,  leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of  £73  ; 
£(53  of  this,  however,  will  be  absorbed  by  the  pay- 
ment of  this  season's  rents,  which  are  standing  over 
pending  a  settlement  of  terms  with  the  district 
fishery  conservators.  As  to  the  estabUshment  of 
a  fish  hatchery  in  the  Windermere  district,  dis- 
cussed at  last  year's  annual  meeting,  negotiations 
for  a  site  are  still  pending,  and  INIr.  W.  G.  Groves,  of 
Windermere,  has  intimated  that  in  the  event  of 
failure  to  secure  a  site  on  the  estate  of  Colonel 
Sandys,  he  will  place  a  stretch  on  the  river  Trout- 
beck  at  the  committee's  disposal.     J.  E.  JIiller. 
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ANOLERS'   HOTSr^S,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  &c. 

0«t  o/  sight  cmd  sownd  of  Railways." 
'•  Truly  cm  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Private  Lake,  two  miles  in  circumference, 
and  River  (also  private)  of  about  miles, 
vrell  Btocked  with  good  fish  of  all  kinds. 

Coarse  Fishing  CLOSED  until  June  15. 
Trout  Fishing  OPENED  on  river,  April  1. 
GOOD  BOATINQ    ON  LAKE. 
Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  Si  Quineas  per  weelc. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  Is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel. 

Telegrams :  Gkiffiths,  Frhhsham  PoNB.CHnRT. 
G.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

The  Fishing  began  on  March  i.    Boats  and 
Rooms  should  be  booked  earlv. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  ROUGH  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET. 

Modern  Hotel,,  with  every  Convenience  and  Comfort  for  Anglers. 

EN    PENSION,   XOs.  6d.   H.  DAY. 

Station :  Llanfyllin.                 Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy." 

RAILWAY  HOTEL 

BALUNROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midat  of  the  Beat  Free  Ftahing  tor  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  Weat  of  Ireland— Loustu 
Mask  and  Carra.   The  lakes  are  only  U  mllai 
distant  from  Hotel.   The  owner,  having  bla  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourlsti.  Cater* 
Ing  and  accommodation  the  very  beat.  lemu 
on  applloatlor.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  8TANNER3,  Proprietor. 

KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charge! 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz. :  Hotel  Water,  .tl  per 
.Salmon  caught  up  to  five— then  free ;  Jtegerved 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.    No  charge  ia 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats.   Fistiing  from 
the  15th  of  January  till  end  of  May.— For 
further  particulars  apply  to  H.  .1.  Knioht. 
Note  : — All  fish  are  retained  Ijy  auglcra. 

5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

PORTH  HOTEL,  "^*^^^l"."s^ 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.   135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.    AUsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 

Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day.                 A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 

FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF,  N.B. 

First-class  Family,  Tourist,  and  Com- 
mercial Hotel.    All  modern  comforta. 
Free  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  for  July 
and  August.     Salmon  Fishing  to  Let  for 
September  and  October.    A  good  golf 
course.     Hiring  in  all  its  branches. 
'Bus  meets  all  trains.    Telephone  :  No, 
078.    Telegrams  :  "  Chisholm,  Banff."  , 
JAS.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  JUiddlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.     350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.    Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stationi.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  ov  Fish  : 

Pike,  18  Inch.              Bream,  10  Incb. 

Chub,  7  inch.               Dace,  6  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch.              Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.             Gudgeon,  lini  h. 

Coarse  Fishing  closed  until  June  15. 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.   This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.   Tliere  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraiihic  communication  within  easy  distance.   Koute :  Kail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weelily  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badcall  o  miles  distant. 

.SEA    FISHING.                                liXIBNSIFK  BOATIXG   AND  niltlXG. 

SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fisbing  opened  on  Feb.  1. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.   Choice  of  three  or  four  montba, 
Some    open  water    also.     Excellent  privatt 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  tna  Holyhead. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).   Boarders,  7s.  6d.  per 
day.  Winter ;  8*.  6d.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.   Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.   The  largest  Pike  scaling  Hi  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing. 

W.  VICKKRT,  Proprietor. 

N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  EOSS,  Lessee. 

THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHINtl 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Lu.\emburg).    Opening  day,  April  V 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  is.  7d.  per  day. 

Profrietob,  a.  heck. 

ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.    Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charging  apparatus. 

M.  WALTERS. 

MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodopg'an,  Anglesey. 

COFlOlSr  X^AKE. 

The  above  is  the  best  in  North  Wales  for  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lake).     Can  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  or  Bait.    Boats  thoroughly  up-to-date 
and  free  to  Anglers.   .Sail  or  row  boats.  Perch, 
Roach,  Sea  and  River  Trouting  within  easy 
distances.    Cuisine,  AVines,  &c.,  of  best  quality. 
TeiTiis  moderate. 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 

CASTLE  HOTEL 

Hastingsm 

Coffee  Room,  Smoking  Lounge, 
Billiard  Room. 

Moderate  tariff.   Special  week  or  week-end  terms. 

Headquarters    of    Hastings    and  St. 
Leonards  Angling  Society ;  also  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
'Buses   meet    all   trains.  Excellent 
Stabling,   Motor   and    Cycle  Houses 
adjoining  Hotel. — Apply, 

H.  BOYOB. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey 

Bright,  bracing  air;  Hotel  adjoins  sea  coast  and  lake 
t.'."'!  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  8i>orting  9-bole  g<ri' 
8.    Lake  Tnitfells.  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dinaa,  ^ 
ac    -J.,  are  now  included  in  proprietor's  fishing ;  grant 
Tro.:  ^-,nd  Perch  Fishing;  boats  on  all  lakes  included  it 
modc^l>\e  tariff.    tJeveral  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  cr 
River  '^vVgill.  ttest  in  the  early  season,  opened  Marcbl 
A  MCa-  RN  HOUSK.  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendk 
view  o\.-Qsea,  links.  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  MouD 
tains,  will,  sarae  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel.  TO  LEI 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address.  T.  J.  COTTRELL.  Proprietor, 

HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modem  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogie.   First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.    Particulars  from  William 
Donaldson,  Manager. 

Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon    in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.    6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.    The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.   Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 

BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEI 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loeh  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 

EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.   Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.    Terms  from 
10/-  per  day  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 

Season  Opened  March  1 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  th< 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  ii 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglart 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Famil} 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.     Quite  in  tlu 
country. — C.  W.  Nblder,  Proprietor. 

MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
lip  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehielea,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchoiy  in  operation. 

AnKlei  s'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  ]».  ;  Daily,  hi. 
Boat  and  Man,  5».  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  ilpper  Water.— Address  Managkrbss. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-iesident  and  not 
in  hotel  buHiiiess. 

RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.    Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.    Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 

ABERD  EENSHIBE. 
WHERE  TO  SPEND  YOUR  HOLIDAYS. 

KINTORE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

INVERURIE. 

Visitors  staying  at  the  Hotel  can  have 
the  use  of  the  Hotel  Water  (about 
miles  on  the  Don)  for  Salmon  and  Trout 
for  5/-  per  day. — G.  Bornett,  Proprietor. 

LOUGH  ARROW, 

BOYLE,  IRE  LA  XI). 

Best  Free  Trout  Fishing  in  Ireland 
Excellent  and  convenient  aocommoda 
tion  for  anglers,  100  yards  from  lake 
Boats,  men,  cars,  &c.    2^  hours  fron 
Dublin. — For  particulars,  apply  to  G 
ACHESON,  Arrow  Lodge,  Boyle. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.    Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."   Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chjrk. 

THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

KING  WOOJJ. 

flld-establishcd  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the   Avon.    Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.   Billiards  ; 
Posiing ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address,  Propkibtor. 

ST.  NEOTS. 

HALF  MOON  HOTEL, 

On  the  Banks  of  the  Ouse. 

Good  Winter  Fishing :  Pike,  Perch,  Boach,  and 
Chub.    Every    Accommodation    for  visiting 
Anglers.    Illustrated  Boolilct  and  Tariff  on 
application,— Fked.  Beesov,  Proprietor. 

TUC  llill  CVCADI  V  Wni  IIUCQ 
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Cut  be  obtained  from  the  Pabllitaaiit 
Price  8s.  6d. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

"  Spoetsman  "  can  obtain  the  information  he 
requires  on  application  to  Mr.  F.  C.  Nash,  6,  West- 
gate-street,  Canterbxiry. 


Xetters  to  the  iBbitov. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  hy  our  Correspondents.'] 


DEPUTATION  TO  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
BOARD.  - 

W  Dear  Sir, — A  deputation  representing  the  Fish- 
mongers' Company,  the  National  Sea  Fisheries  Pro- 
tection Association,  the  Salmon  and  Trout  Associa- 
tion, and  the  Oyster  Merchants'  Committee  will 
wait  upon  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  Wednesday  next  at  2.30  in  the  House  of 
Commons  to  urge  upon  him  to  take  legislative 
action  upon  the  lines  of  the  Report  of  the  recent 
Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  deputation   will  be   introduced   by  Lord 
Heneage.  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  well 
represented   by  the  several  bodies,    as   well  as 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons. — Yours  truly, 
J.  Wrench  Towse. 

I:   

A  RECORD  CARP. 

Dear  Sir, — During  the  late  coarse-fish  season  I 
find  a  record  of  a  carp  1.51b.  6oz.  having  been  caught. 
The  date  was  not  given,  nor  the  water,  nor  the  bait. 
Many  anglers,  like  myself,  who  scrapbook  these 
records,  would  be  obliged  if  some  reader  could 
supply  these  details. — Yours  truly, 

E.  Phillips. 


OTTIE'S"  method  OF  STRENGTHENING 
RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — Now  we  know  where  we  are,  and  we 
hope  some  rod-maker  will  be  willing  to  stand  father 
to  the  thing.  We  shall  then  be  most  happy  to  try 
conclusions  in  the  matter. 

We  may  say  that  we  had  the  same  notion  as  your 
correspondent — Mr.   H.  Bowie    ("Scottie") — has 
■when  first  we  were  groping  for  some  mode  of  im- 
proving the  casting  and  lulling  powers  of  a  rod. 
We  have  still  the  rod  we  experimented  on  some 
i  fifteen  years  back  ;  we  discarded  that  in  favour  of 
-t  •(■1  centres,  and  these  latter  afterwards  were  super- 
'1  by  "steel  ribbing,"  and  there  the  matter 
-t  iiids  at  present.    It  is  by  no  meaiLS  clear  to  us 
I  how  a  delicate  top  is  to  be  treated  successfully  by 
i  the  groove  cutting  plan  "  Scottie  "  has  got  hold  of, 
j  but,  however,  that  does  not  matter  ;  we  do  not 
I  expect  him  to  convince  us.    All  we  want  him  to  do 
is  to  convince  any  other  firm  in  the  trade  sufficiently 
for  said  firm  to  stand  sponsor  for  the  idea  by  risking 
their  name  and  reputation  on  it,  which  attained  we 
shall  be  ready  and  willing  to  at  once  bring  the 
i  matter  to  a  head. — Yours  truly,    Foster  Bros. 
I  Ashbourne. 

I  P.S. — At  the  moment  of  writing  a  London  tackle- 
maker  has  written  us  pointing  our  attention  to  the 
fact  of  Messrs.  Allcock  having  a  patent  for  a  landing 
and  gaff  handle  (telescopic)  which  has  four  wires  in 
four  grooves  thereon  ;  this  wo  remember  to  have 
seen  ourselves,  and  as  a  prior  patent  would  seem  to 
debar  your  correspondent  from  using  the  notion  for 
those  purposes — that  is,  for  gal?  and  landing-net 

I  handles,  which  it  seems  to  be  really  all  it  is  appli- 

'  cable  to. 

OTTIE'S  "  METHOD  OF  STRENGTHENING 
RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — Seeing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
April  9  "  Scottie's  "  method  of  strengthening  rods, 
it  seemed  something  on  the  same  kind  of  style  as 
our  method  of  steeling  split-cane  rods.  Herewith  I 
send  you  a  rod  from  stock,  thinking  it  might  interest 

I  you.— Yours  truly,  F.  T.  Williams  &  Co. 

i    10,  Gt.  Queen-street, 

'         London,  W.C. 

I    P.S.— We  are  sending  you  also  for  your  inspection 
I  a  two-piece  split-cane  rod,  one  of  the  oldest  we  have 
'  come  across.    Unfortunately  no  maker's  name  is  on 
the  rod,  but  the  winch  fittings  and  brass  work  are 
lar  to  Ustonson's  and  Chevalier  Bownes's  style, 
/nust  be  sixty  to  seventy  years  old. 
^    [Messrs.  F.  T.  Williams  &  Co.'s  method  is  not  the 
>  same  as  "  Scottie's  "  ;  they  put  a  flat  piece  of  steel 
'  l'-  that  used  for  clock  springs  in  between  two 
ins  of  the  cane,  two  of  such  flat  steels  in  a 
'     Mr.  Bowie's  plan  is  to  put  steel  wire  in 
ves  along  the  outside  of  the  rod.    I  have  seen 
■  iplit-cane  rods  over  fifty  years  old  like  those 
i.**nt  before  ;  they  are  not  at  all  bad  ro<}», — Ed.] 
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HOW  TO   MAKE  FISHING-NETS. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  a  Fishinj  Gazette  reader 
kindly  inform  me  how  to  make  fishing-nets,  or  say 
where  I  can  obtain  a  book  or  periodical  giving  parti- 
culars ?  Instructions  were  given  in  Work,  but  the 
numbers  are  out  of  print. — Yours  truly, 

2.5a,  Woodborough-road,       W.  F.  Armitage. 
Nottingham. 

[I  fear  there  is  no  English  work  on  the  subject  in 
print. — Ed.] 


GREY  MULLET  AND  BASS  FISHING  AT 
LITTLEHAMPTON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Tod's  inquiries  on  the 
above  subject  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  2,  I 
may  state  that  .June,  July,  and  August  are  all  good 
months  for  mullet  and  bass  fishing  at  Littlehampton, 
provided  the  weather  conditions  are  favourable. 
The  fish  come  in  there  in  fine  warm  weather.  For 
grey  mullet  a  paternoster  tackle  is  best,  having 
from  three  to  four  medium-sized  worm  hooks  on  a 
strong  gut  trace,  weighted  with  a  2-J-oz.  to  3oz.  lead 
weight.  A  strong  rod  and  line  and  a  large  landing- 
net  complete  the  outfit.  Ragworms  are  the  best 
bait  to  use,  and  can  be  obtained  from  one  of  the 
porters  at  the  railway  station. 

The  best  places  to  fish  are  from  the  pile-work  in 
the  outer  harbour  and  from  the  railway  company's 
wharf  in  the  river  ;  state  of  tide,  from  one  and  a 
half  hour  before  to  one  and  a  half  hour  after  high 
water  ;  the  morning  tides  bring  in  most  fish.  As 
to  the  method  of  fishing,  I  would  suggest  that  Mr. 
Tod  should  watch  the  natives  at  the  game.  There 
are  several  first-rate  mullet  fishermen  in  the  town, 
and  if  fish  are  about  he  will  find  them  on  the  war- 
path. 

The  above-stated  tackle  and  bait  will  take  small 
bass,  but  for  large  fish,  say,  from  31b.  to  121b.,  a 
strong  gut  ledger  tackle  is  necessary :  a  large  single 
hook  on  twisted  gut  attached  to  a  strong  brass 
swivel ;  the  weight  should  be  not  less  than  3oz.  A 
dead  wrasse  is  a  capital  bait,  from  4in.  to  6in.  in 
length,  a  stale  one  for  preference.  To  bait,  insert 
the  hook  well  through  the  bait,  just  above  the  tail. 
The  bait  will  now  hang  head  downwards.  Throw  it 
well  out,  say,  from  15yds.  to  20yds.,  as  large  bass 
are  extremely  shy.  Likely  places  to  fish  are  just 
inside  the  harbour  mouth  and  the  deep  holes  above 
the  shipping  in  the  river.  State  of  tide,  between 
the  first  and  third  hours  of  the  flood  tide.  The 
wrasse  for  bait  are  caught  when  fishing  for  mullet. — 
Yours  truly,  N.  W.  C. 

P.S. — Green  weed  as  bait  for  mullet  I  have  never 
tried,  but  I  believe  the  fish  do  feed  on  the  grass-like 
weed  that  grows  on  pile-work  and  old  ships'  bottoms. 

MULLET  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  Tod's  letter  which 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  2  concerning 
grey  mullet  in  the  Arun,  though  I  have  never 
actually  fished  for  them  in  this  river  I  have  often 
heard  of  its  renown.  During  a  few  weeks  in  August 
excellent  sport  is  obtainable  with  mullet  of?  the 
piers  at  Brighton.  The  water  must  not  be  too 
thick,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  clear  water  is  fatal. 
Shallow  water  is  the  best,  though  the  fish  are  very 
shy,  and  it  is  necessary  to  keep  as  far  back  as 
possible  from  the  water.  The  rod  should  only  just 
hang  over  the  edge  or  bank,  and  the  line  must  go 
straight  down  into  the  water,  4in.  off  the  bottom, 
with  a  light  weight  and  a  fine  but  very  strong  gut 
trace  of  about  four  or  five  yards  long,  while  the  size 
of  the  hook  should  be  about  No.  9.  The  bait  is  a 
most  important  item.  Take  a  piece  of  dough,  such 
as  is  used  for  roach,  and  completely  cover  the  hook 
with  it,  shank  and  all,  but  let  the  barb  just  come 
out  the  other  side.  This  is  necessary,  as  mullet, 
owing  to  the  peculiar  formation  of  their  mouths,  do 
not  bite,  but  gently  suck  it,  causing  a  drawing 
motion  scarcely  noticeable  on  the  rod,  with  the 
result  that  they  will  hook  themselves.  The  rod 
must  lie  perfectly  still  on  the  ground,  but  the 
moment  a  fish  hooks  himself  one  must  hold  him 
tight.  If  on  a  pier  great  care  must  be  taken  to 
prevent  the  fish  from  running  round  the  piles, 
which  he  will  do  at  once  if  not  held  tightly.  Get 
him  to  the  top  of  the  water  as  quickly  as  possible 
and  keep  him  there  until  he  is  absolutely  played 
out.  A  net  on  a  pulley  must  be  let  down  for  landing 
purposes.  The  spot  should  be  ground-baited 
several  days  beforehand.  This  can  be  done  by 
filling  a  net  bag  with  crusts  of  bread  and  a  few 
crumbs,  weighting  it  and'  letting  it  down  to  the 
bottom.  Whilst  actually  fishing  occasionally  give 
the  bag  a  shake,  and  by  so  doing  liberate  a  cloud  of 
bread-crumbs,  which  attracts  the  fish. 

The  big  bass  come  into  the  harbour,  and  ascend 
the  river  about  June  or  July,  and  can  be  caught  on 
a  rising  tide  by  baiting  with  a  piece  of  putrid  crab  ; 
but  the  school  bass  come  in  later,  and  give  much 
better  sport  by  using  a  salmon  fly.    They*  can  bo 
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seen  rising  and  jumping  out  of  the  water,  and  it  is 
only  then  that  they  can  be  caught. 

In  return  for  this  information,  could  Mr.  Tod  tell 
me  how  to  catch  trout  (whether  bull  or  sea-trout  I 
do  not  knovv;),  some  of  which  can  be  seen  rising  jast 
above  Arundel  Bridge,  on  the  Arun.  They  are  very 
large  fish,  but  so  far  all  my  efforts  and  those  of 
others  to  catch  them  have  been  of  no  avail.  I  have 
tried  every  concdft^able  bait,  both  artificial  and 
natural,  and  should  be  very  grateful  if  he  couli  help 
me  out  of  the  dilemma. — Yours  truly, 

Brighton.  Alfred  Stanley  Morkis. 

[At  Littlehampton  ragworm  i  i  the  chief  bait  for 
mullet.  Some  of  the  local  anglers  have  very  good 
takes  occasionally,  one  of  the  best  spots  being  the 
wooden  hut  or  refuge  in  the  sea  at  the  entrance  to 
the  river — the  one  on  the  left  as  you  pass  down  the 
river ;  but  unless  you  know  the  ropes  mullet  fishing 
at  Littlehampton  is  pretty  tiresome  work.  Many 
anglers  few  fish  is,  I  fear,  the  rule. — Ed.] 


A  FRENCH  ANGLER'S  TIP  FOR  DRY-FLY  i 
ANGLERS. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  say  a  word  or  two  endorsing 
the  principle  laid  down  and  illustrated  in  "  A  French 
Angler's  Tip  for  Dry-fly  Anglers,"  given  in  your 
"  Notes  "  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  9,  proving  that 
it  applies  to  other  forms  of  angling. 

E.  M.  Tod  in  his  admirable  book  on  wet-fly 
fishing  points  out  that  often  the  finest  trout  are 
picked  up  where  many  an  angler  would  be  found 
wading,  namely,  along  the  extreme  edge  of  a  gravel 
bed  bordering  a  stream  or  shallow,  and  I  fancy  he, 
top,  must  have  experienced  instances  where  a  trout 
has  rushed  round  and  took  a  fly  or  bait  presented  \ 
to  him  by  dropping  it  a  little  behind. 

Fishing  one  evening  in  the  Eden,  I  waded  into 
the  rough  water  of  a  rushing  stream  from  the  deep 
side  to  endeavour  to  cross,  but  just  as  I  had  entered 
the  water  I  saw  what  appeared  to  be  a  large  trout 
jogging  along  the  farther  side,  which  was  very 
shallow,  and  shelved  away  upon  a  gravel  stretch. 
The  trout  appeared  to  be  looking  after  the  minnows, 
which  I  observed  leaped  into  the  air  close  to.  Step- 
ping out  of  the  stream,  I  began  thinking  how  I 
might  outwit  that  trout,  as  he  appeared  to  be  a  fine 
one.  I  had  already  put  up  on  my  rod  and  line  a 
cast  of  small  flies,  but  thought  such  a  fish  would 
prefer  a  bait  or  natural  fly  ;  consequently  I  sUpped 
off  my  fly  cast  and  put  up  a  fine  trace,  a  shot  for 
weight,  and  a  single  hook.  To  this  I  affixed  a 
gentle  or  maggot,  and  cast  so  that  the  gentle  just 
landed  a  foot  below  the  fish.  I  had  intended  casting 
it  above,  but  the  wind  caught  my  line,  and  as  it 
was  a  long  cast  it  carried  it  below.  Suddenly  I  saw 
the  water  swirl,  and  the  next  instant  saw  the  line 
tighten,  and  I  struck  my  fish  gently,  whereupon  he 
simply  flew  down  the  stream.  I  was  out  in  a  few 
seconds,  and  followed  him  down  fast,  and  was  suc- 
cessful in  netting  a  hundred  yards  below  a  beauty 
of  3|lb.,  the  best  fresh-water  trout  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  to  catch. 

I  was  later  on  in  my  fishing  experience  proceeding 
along  a  smaller  stream,  the  Caldew,  early  one 
morning  to  try  to  pick  up  a  few  trout  before  going 
to  business,  when  I  observed  a  fine  trout  just 
beneath  a  huge  weir,  but  lying  at  the  very  edge  ; 
in  fact,  his  back  fin  was  out  of  the  water.  I  there 
and  then  fixed  up,  and  as  I  was  bent  on  trjang  the 
clear  water  worm  I  put  up  a  tackle  suitable,  and 
cast  so  that  the  worm  just  fell  short  of  the  trout  by 
two  feet  or  so  ;  but  just  as  it  fell  I  saw  that  back 
fin  disappear,  and  the  next  instant  felt  I  had 
hooked  my  trout,  which  just  scaled  21b. 

Again,  on  another  occasion  I  observed  in  the 
first-mentioned  river  a  sea-trout  repeatedly  rising 
behind  a  large  stone  on  the  farther  side  of  a  rough 
stream.  After  several  unsuccessful  casts  to  reach 
the  spot  I  slung  my  landing-net  and  waded  to  the 
very  top  of  my  waders,  and  with  two  hands  to  my 
rod  I  made  a  "desperate  cast  just  to  see  my  leading 
fly  fall  a  good  distance  below  my  mark,  but  in  a 
line  with  my  fish.  The  fly  had  scarcely  struck  the 
water  ere  I  felt  the  welcome  tug.  and  in  my  struggle 
to  give  him  a  free  run  I  actually  got  one  leg  wet, 
but  was  rewarded  with  a  nice  sea-trout  of  2-Jlb., 
which  I  think  must  have  been  the  one  I  saw 
rising,  as  no  other  rise  appeared  after  I  had  creeled 
my  trout. 

I  might  multiplj^  these  instances  where  I  have 
succeeded  in  picking  up  trout  in  very  shaUow  water, 
in  coloured  water  as  well  as  in  fine  water,  but  I  must 
not  presume  upon  your  goodness  further,  except  by 
adding  that  I  remember  an  older  hand  being  quite 
surprised  to  find  me  catch  three  trout  on  one 
occasion  between  himself  and  the  bank  I  was 
standing  on.  He  was  wading,  I  was  not  ;  but  I 
should  add  that  the  water  was  deeper  betwixt  he 
and  myself  than  where  he  was  standing. — Yours 
truly,  _  Robert  Baxter. 

Carlisle.      '  _'    ■  ,  ^  ^  .  j 
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A  FRENCH 'ANGLER'S  DRY-FLY  TIP. 

Dear  Sir, — Anent  the  Frenchman's  tip,  the 
same  dodge  is  applicable  to  clear-water  worm 
fishing,  especially  when  fishing  up  mountain  burns. 
If  you  throw  the  worm  at  the  tail  of  a  little  pool  it 
is  astonishing  how  the  largest  trout  will  turn  round 
and  go  for  the  worm  savagely.  To  throw  the  worm 
liigher  up  would  probably  send  Wm  into  hiding. — 
Yours  truly,  S.  V.  B. 


SPINNING  AND  BAIT  FISHING  IN  FLY 
WATERS,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — There  always  has  been,  and  I  suppose 
always  will  be,  a  lot  of  diversity  of  opinion  in 
matters  piscatorial,  and  as  the  pages  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  are  always  open  to  a  fair  and  impartial  dis- 
cussion of  the  said  matters,  I  give  my  opinion  for 
what  it  is  worth,  and  it  is  this — that  on  some  streams 
where  big-headed,  cannibalistic  old  trout  abound 
spinning  is  a  decided  benefit,  as  these  fish  rarely 
rise  to  a  fly.  Worm  fishing,  on  the  other  hand, 
especially  at  the  commencement  of  the  season,  is 
decidedly  injurious.  A  great  many  fish  are  caught 
thus  that  would  eventually  be  got  by  fly,  and  for 
my  own  part  I  would  rather  have,  and  bo  more 
•satisfied  with,  a  small  catch  with  fly  than  a  creelful 
got  with  worm.  Upstream  worm  fishing  in  clear 
water  is  certainly  a  sportsmanlike  way  of  fishing, 
but  worm  fishing  with  the  object  of  filling  the  creel 
is  "  pot-hunting  "  pure  and  simple,  and  should  not 
be  allowed  on  a  fly  water. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Stewart  Macdonald,  who,  I  take  it,  from 
liis  letter  ("The  Flies  in  Trout  Fishing")  is  a 
wet-fly  fisher,  has  got  on  to  a  subject  that  is  ngt 
easily  understood,  except  by  dry-fly  men.  The 
flies  are  practically  the  same  as  regards  the  material 
of  which  they  are  made,  or,  as  he  puts  it,  "  texture 
and  pattern."  It  is  in  the  shape  and  method  of 
tying  that  dry  flies  differ  from  wet  ones,  whether 
eyed  or  blind,  although  I  have  seen  some  patterns  of 
wet-flies  that  will  fall  on  the  water  properly  and 
float,  and  some  patterns  of  dry-flies  that  will  sink 
and  kill  fish  as  wet-flies  ;  some  of  Halford's  hackled 
patterns  do  thif  if  not  "  paraffined." 

I  am  not  in  the  trade  now,  but  if  Mr.  J.  M. 
Stewart  Macdonald  cares  to  send  me  his  address,  I 
will  tie  and  send  him  a  few  flies  to  show  what  I 
mean.  It  would  take  up  too  much  space  in  your 
correspondence  columns,  I  am  afraid,  to  try  to  do 
it  by  sketches  and  writing. 

Will  Baron  Paul  Tcherkassov  send  me  his 
address  ?  I  remember  making  him  a  similar  offer 
last  season,  but  I  did  not  know  where  to  send  to, 
and  as  I  was  likewise  very  busy,  often  working  till 
10  p.m.,  I  had  to  let  a  good  many  things  go  im- 
attended  to. — Yours  truly,  Peter  Alison. 

3,  Bromsgrove-road,  Redditch. 

PIKE-PERCH  EGGS  FOR  ENGLAND. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  March  26  that  Herr  Jaffe  is  most  kindly  offering 
you  10,000  to  20,000  pike-perch  eggs,  and  I  am 
writing  on  behalf  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society 
to  see  if  we  can  get  at  any  rate  a  share  of  this  bless- 
ing. One  of  our  waters.  Pond  Lye,  appears  to  be 
an  ideal  spot  for  the  experiment.  It  is  from  20  acres 
to  27  acres  in  extent,  is  never  quite  clear,  has  plenty 
of  water-lilies  and  other  aquatic  plants,  and  is 
stocked  with  roach,  pike,  bream,  rudd,  carp,  eels, 
etc.,  and  we  also  had  a  few  black  bass  from  what 
were  given  us  by  Herr  Jaff6  years  ago.  (These  bass 
have  not  been  heard  of  for  three  years,  although  we 
have  a  fair  number  in  a  deep  clear-water  pond,  that 
imfortunately  we  cannot  net,  as  there  is  a  sub- 
merged tree  that  we  did  not  know  of  that  prevents. 
I  have,  however,  taken  them  on  a  spoon  there.) 
Apropos  of  Herr  Jaffe's  generosity,  he  very  kindly 
gave  this  society  a  large  number  of  steelhead  eggs 
that  we  hatched  successfully.  We  then  rented 
about  60  yards  or  70  yards  of  a  pure  stream,  that 
was  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  its  source  in  the 
South  Downs.  We  fitted  this  stream  with  pen- 
stocks, with  sliding  boards,  etc.,  and,  in  fact,  spent 
over  £70  to  fit  it  for  the  reception  of  the  steelheads  ; 
but,  alas  !  a  dry  and  thirsty  season  followed,  and 
the  cattle  broke  through  our  very  substantial  fences 
and  ruined  and  destroyed  our  work  and  let  out 
nearly  all  our  fish.  The  remainder  proved  a  source 
of  attraction  to  the  Brighton  Aquarium  for  years, 
and  we  have  one  set  up  in  our  collection  that 
weighed  (I  think  it  was)  41b.  I  never  saw  more 
beautiful  fish  than  these  steelheads. 

I  really  have  not  sufficient  assurance  to  write  to 
Herr  Jaft'6  after  our  failures  with  the  black  bass  and 
the  steelheads,  though  I  must  maintain  that  we 
deserved  success.  Under  the  conditions  that  I  have 
described  aa  prevailing  at  Pond  Lye,  I  do  not  see 
how  failure  is  possible — in  this  case  Nature  would 
do  her  own  work  unaided  (?)  by  man. — Yours  truly, 

Brighton,  March  26.  W.  F.  Booth. 

[I  sent  this  letter  from  the  hon.  see.  of  the  Sussex 


Piscatorial  Society  on  to  Herr  Jaff6,  who  most 
kindly  replies  as  follows  : — 

"  Dear  Mb.  MarstoN, — Kindly  inform  the 
Sussex  people  that  10,000  Zander  ova  will  leave  for 
Mr.  Booth's  address  by  post,  carriage  paid,  towards 
end  of  April,  without  further  advice.  Could  you 
have  enclosed  very  good  and  plain  instructions  as 
to  treatment  of  Zander  ova  translated  and  pub- 
lished before  the  ova  come  ?  Kind  regards. — Yours 
truly,  S.  Jaffe. 

*'  Sandfort,  Osnabriick, 

".Hanover,  April  7,  1904." 

I  have  much  plesi-sure  in  giving  a  translation 
of  the  instructions  as  to  treatment  of  Zander  eggs 
in  "  Occasional  Notes." — Ed.] 

FLY  VERSUS  OTHER  METHODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  read  "  Boltonian's " 
letter  and  your  editorial  note,  and  should  like  to 
make  a  few  remarks  mildly  on  it.  I  am  a  fly  fisher, 
also  spinner,  a  bad  bait  fisher,  and  a  very  bad  up- 
stream worm  fisher,  which  is  more  difficult  than 
either  of  the  others.  Fly  fishing  from  ten  years  old, 
I  have  had  over  forty  years  of  it,  spinning  later  on 
when  I  first  fished  in  Ireland,  so  I  think  I  may  claim 
to  some  experience.  Of  late  years  since  money  has 
been  more  plentiful  more  so-called  fly  fi.shers  have 
appeared,  and  at  the  same  time  an  unplea.sant  air 
of  superiority,  which  demands  that  their  particular 
fashion  of  fishing  should  usurp  all  rivers  and 
streams  in  which  salmon  and  trout  exist,  to  the 
utter  exclusion  of  all  others.  Why  is  the  fly  fisher 
to  have  the  monopoly  '!  Does  he  pay  more  ?  Does 
he  do  anybody  any  more  good  than  the  others  V 
Along  the  Thames,  Lea,  Trent,  etc.,  he  will  find  as 
good  and  perhaps  better  sportsmen  than  himself 
fishing  all  their  holidays  for  a  very  small  return.  On 
small  streams  which  are  artificially  stocked  yearly, 
all  right  :  keep  to  the  fly,  and  keep  the  class  who 
fish  fly.  That  is  not  sport  to  me,  although  I  can 
quite  understand  the  pleasure  of  it  to  men  who 
cannot  get  away  from  work  except  for  a  short 
interval,  and  the  pleasure  and  joy  it  is  for  them.  I 
do  not  agree  with  spinning  ruining  fly  fishing,  and 
I  have  good  reason  for  saying  so.  As  a  rule  the 
fish  caught  spinning  in  rivers  are  flsh  that  will  not 
take  the  fly,  and  are  better  out  of  it.  Irish  lakes 
one  cannot  say  that  of  so  much  as  rivers,  but  in  the 
akes  the  fish  taken  are  more  than  ten  to  one  fish 
that  would  not  take  fly  ;  but  what  spoils  rivers, 
lakes,  etc.,  is  the  host  of  duffers  fly  fishing,  who  flog 
away,  etnd  for  every  fish  they  catch  prick  a  dozen, 
and  Ireland  suffers  from  those  as  well  as  England 
and  Scotland.  I  have  no  doubt  I  shall  be  scoffed 
at,  and  told  I  am  an  old  pot-hunter  and  some  other 
polite  terms,  but  I  never  yet  took  more  fish  than  I 
wanted  for  myself,  or  perhaps  a  friend  or  a  poor 
person,  and  do  not  at  all  care  for  a  big  basket,  and 
never  keep  a  small  fish. 

Another  subject  in  which  I  differ  from  several 
well-known  men  is  the  old  sore  point — -do  salmon 
feed  in  fresh  water  ?  Of  course  they  do.  I  have 
found  laspring  in  fish  not  once,  but  twenty  times, 
and  the  fishermen  will  say  the  same.  Ask  the 
Rhine  fishermen.  I  suppose  I  shall  be  told,  "  Oh, 
those  are  foreigners."  Well,  mine  were  fish  caught 
at  home  in  Ireland  and  Scotland.  I  suppose  the 
fish  caught  in  the  Avon  the  other  day  took  the 
roach  for  fun,  or  the  fishmonger  who  cut  it  up  put 
it  in.  Forgive  this  tirade,  but  I  get  rather  disgusted 
at  seeing  the  fly  fisher  (although  one  myseK)  giving 
himself  such  airs  and  graces,  as  if  he  were  the  only 
fisherman. — Yours  truly.       Silver  and  Blue. 

April  7. 

[I  do  not  think  fly-fishers  give  themselves  more 
airs  and  graces  than  other  anglers.  If  they  like  to 
rent  water  and  keep  it  for  fly  only,  why  should  they 
not  do  so  ?  And  if  other  anglers  would  prefer  to 
use  minnow  and  worm,  what  is  to  prevent  their 
renting  waters  for  that  purpose — where  the  owners 
would  permit  it ;  but  of  course  many  owners  of 
trout  streams  will  not  allow  any  other  kind  of 
fishing  except  fly  fishing. — Ed.] 

THE  GROWTH  OF  RAINBOWS  AND  A 
SUGGESTION. 

Dear  Sir, — In  1902  I  made  a  lake  of  about 
27  acres  in  extent,  and  in  March  of  1903  I  turned 
in  4000  two-year-old  rainbow  trout,  together  with 
a  quantity  of  brown  trout.  The  fish  were  from  Sin. 
to  9in.  long  when  turned  in,  a  few  perhaps  being 
lOin.  In  August  of  the  same  year  my  son,  who  is 
a  keen  fisherman,  walked  from  the  house  to  the 
lake,  a  distance  of  IJ  mile,  after  one  o'clock 
luncheon,  returning  home  at  five  o'clock,  having 
caught  forty-four,  weighing  from  IJlb.  up  to  2 Jib., 
all  with  fly.  The  fish,  with  the  exception  of  two, 
wore  returned  to  the  water.  These  two,  which  I 
myself  weighed,  were  2Jlb.  each. 

This  last  week  I  have  been  spawning  a  number 
of  them,  and  there  are  plenty  now  SJlb.  to  4lb.,  and 
only  just  three  years  old.  ,  This  clearly  show8_how 


quickly  they  can  grow  on  fresh  ground,  and  I 
strongly  recommend  anyone  who  has  any  wet, 
rushy  flats  which  could  be  flooded  by  putting  a 
bank  or  dam  across  at  a  narrow  place  to  do  so  and: 
stock  with  fish.  It  would  pay  them  better  than 
the  best  meadow  land  would  do  to  farm.  The 
agricultural  value  of  the  land  I  flooded  was  some- 
where about  £11  10s.  per  annum. 

I  intend  to  take  in  a  few  rods,  with  certain 
restrictions  as  to  the  number  of  fish  killed  per  day. 
The  lake  is  within  three  miles  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale, 
where  there  is  one  of  the  best  hotels  in  the  North 
of  England,  and  if  anyone  requires  better  fishintf  • 
they  will  not  have  to  stop  this  side  of  Norway.  I," 
have  established  a  large  fish  hatchery  at  the  foot  o£ 
the  lake  entirely  for  brown  trout,  keeping  my  other 
fishery  solely  for  rainbows.  I  have  also  just  sup- 
plied the  Liverpool  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  who  have 
taken  Captain  Peter  Ormrod's  water,  with  1000 
two-year-old  rainbow  trout,  which  had  to  be  12in. 
long,  and  which  have  been  turned  into  the  lake  at 
Wyresdale.  The  size  of  the.se  fish  clearly  proves, 
together  with  what  I  have  already  stated  with 
regard  to  my  lake,  that  the  growth  of  rainbows  will 
be  exceedingly  hard  to  beat. — Yours  truly, 

Rigmadon  Fishery,  C.  W.  Wilson. 

Kirkby  Lonsdale. 

FISHING  IN  THE  MEDWAY. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  allow  me  to  inquire  through 
the  Fishing  Gazette  for  information  from  those  who 
know  about  the  fLshing  on  the  Medway — say  from 
Yalding  up  to  Wateringbury  and  thereabout.  I 
think  of  going  to  Yalding  in  June. — Yours  truly, 

C.  S.  Mathews.  • 


WEEVERS. 
Dear  Sir, — Last  autumn  I  was  badly  pricked  by 
the  spine  of  a  weever,  but  I  immediately  sucked  the 
wound,  which  bled  freely.  I  experienced  no  further 
inconvenience.  A  month  later  I  was  badly  blood- 
poisoned  by  stale  bait,  and  nearly  lost  my  arm,  but 
the  weever's  sting  had  no  effect,  owing  probably  to 
my  immediately  sucking  the  place. — Yoiu-s  truly, 

R.  W.  Vernon. 


A  SMOOTH  SPLICE  FOR  A  LINE. 

Dear  Sir, — If  your  correspondent  will  use  floss 
silk  and  wax  it  flat,  also  keep  it  flat  when  making 
the  splice,  he  will  find  it  smooth  enough  when 
rolled  on  a  table  and  well  varnished. — Yours  truly 

E.  J.  P. 

P.S. — Be  "careful  not  to  let  the  tacking  twist, 
round  the  main  line  ;  splice  them  parallel. 

GOOD  FLY  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — -I  am  wanting  to  find  some  good  fly 
fishing  (trout)  in  England,  Scotland,  or  Wales  for 
about  three  weeks'  holiday  in  July  or  Augast,  and 
should  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  tell  me  where  to  go.  The  cost,  in- 
cluding hotel  expenses,  should  be  about  3gs.  or  4gs. 
a  week.— Yours  truly,  E.  A.  E. 

SEA-TROUT  FISHING  JN  AUGUST  WANTED, 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
any  information  as  to  where  I  might  obtain  some 
sea- trout  fishing  in  August,  with  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  sport.  North  of  England  preferred  ? 

I  should  be  very  grateful  for  any  information 
which  would  lead  to  sport. — Yours  truly, 

Leeds.  Snipe. 


FISHING  IN  COLORADO. 

Dear  Sir, — The  following  maybe  interesting  and 
instructive  to  some  of  your  readers: — 

"  To  Messrs.  Bambridge  and  Co.,  Eton. 

"  Gentlemen, — In  view  of  particulars  required, 
I  beg  to  say  that  there  are  three  kinds  of  trout  here 
— red  spotted  trout,  brook  trout,  and  rainbow.  The 
streams  are  small  and  exceedingly  clear,  and  mostly 
shallow  and  very  rapid.  Their  average  elevation  is 
between  6000ft  and  10,000ft.  Our  lakes  are  mostly 
found  9000ft.  to  10,000ft.  elevation ;  water  very 
clear,  and  generally  deep.  The  season  opens  on 
June  1  and  closes  Oct.  30.  June  at  this  altitude 
corresponds  to  April  at  the  sea  land,  and  the  months 
of  July  and  August  to  June.  Our  streams  and 
lakes  are  fed  by  mountain  springs  and  melting 
snow.  Here  the  water  is  always  very  cold.  Trout 
range  from  8oz.  to  31b.,  but  in  the  lakes  average 
2lb.  to  101b,  and  are  plentiful.  No.  6,  8,  10  hooks 
are  generally  used  (old  Nos.),  and  the  best  flies  are 
March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Grey  Hackle,  Cowdung, 
Sand  Fly,  and  Black  Gnat.  I  hope  to  write  to 
you  again  shortly.  Meantime,  believe  me,  your» 
obediently,  "R.  K,  Thumman. 

Sunset,  Colorado,  U,S,A., ' 
"March  10,  1904." 

- '  {Several  Ittttrt  are  unavoidabt]/  held  over.) 


April  23,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


265 


NOTICES. 

[For  List  of  Contents,  tee  page  271.] 


Tra  FiSHiNO  Gazettb  Is  pnbUfihed  every  Satoiday  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Hallway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
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sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
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For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland    . .       . .       . .       . .       . .     10*.  M. 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto         . .       5t.  id. 

Three  Months      ditto  ditto         . .       2».  M. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annual 

subscription,  including  postage     ..       ..      12$.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page   £7    7  0 

Half  Page   8  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page  . .       . .       . .       . .     2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page    1    5  o 

Bmall  advertisements  6$.  per  Inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

AH  communications  respecting  Advertisements  shoold  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manaqbs,  St.  Dunstan's 
'  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

AdveriuemenU  mini  arrive  not  later  than  tieo  o'eloci  on 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR; 


Capture  of  a  16lb.  Test  Trout  by  a  Boy 
(  OF  Ten. 

Mb.  John  Cooper,  the  famous  fish  preserver  of 
Radnor-street,  St.  Luke's,  London,  very  kindly 
brought  up  to  me  last  Monday  morning  a  mag- 
nificent Teat  trout  weighing  16ib.,  caught  by  the 
youngest  son  of  the  Right  Hon.  Evelyn  Ashley, 
aged  ten,  at  Broadlands,  near  Romsey.    This  fine 
fish  is  probably  the  record  fish  for  the  Test, 
and  the  astonishing  part  of  it  is  that  after  the 
'  hook  was  baited  no  one  but  the  young  angler 
touched  the  rod  until  the  fish  was  safely  landed. 
1  He  played  it  for  half-an-hour,  and  killed   it  in 
1  grand  style  on  a  whole-cane  fly-rod  of  lift.  6in., 
made  ten  years  ago  or  more  by  Mr.  John  Richard- 
son, of  Kingston-on-Thames.    I  congratulate  Master 
f  Harry  Ashley  most  sincerely,  for  any  man  might 
be  proud  of  killing  such  a  powerful  and  heavy 
j  fish  on  a  fly-rod.    The  fish  was  in  fine  condition, 
covered  with  dark  brown  spots,  as  if  it  had  been 
I  marked  all  over  the  skin  with  the  end  of  a  small 
red  hot  poker  by  someone  who  wanted  to  see  how 
1  many  spots  could  be  got  on  without  touching  one 
'  another.    There  was  still  a  golden  rosy  sheen  on  the 
[  fish  when  it  was  brought  to  my  office  three  days 
j  after  its  capture,  a  very  thick,  deep  fish  with  a 
I  small  head.    Such  a  fish  well  deserves  to  be  set  up 
I  handsomely  in  a  glass  case. 

The  Crystal  Palace  Fly  and  Bait  Casting 
Tournament. 

I     Although  it  will  not  take  place  until  some  time 

I  before  the  end  of  July,  I  am  glad  to  say  that  there 
is  every  prospect  that  the  Fly  and  Bait  Casting 
Tournament  at  the  Crystal  Palace  will  bo  a  most 
interesting  affair.  The  Crystal  Palace  authorities 
have  promised  to  give  us  every  assistance  which  the 
nature  of  the  case  will  ficrmit.  Personally,  I  shall 
be  greatly  disappointed  if  we  do  not  have  some 
American  competitors,  and  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
hear  from  any  American  anglers  who  may  be  in 
England  about  July  22  and  2.3.  In  drawing  up  the 
rules  and  competitions  we  have  endeavoured  to 

'  conform  as  far  as  possible  to  those  in  vogue  in 
America,  where  these  casting  tournaments  are  con- 
stantly taking  place ;   whereas  here  we  have  one 

j  sboat  every  seven  years  only.    Of  course,  I  do  not 


think  that  long  casting  either  of  baits  or  flies  is  a 
thing  which  wants  specially  encouraging  ;  there  is  a 
great  deal  more  than  that  required  to  make  a  skilful 
angler.  All  the  same  it  seems  to  be  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  the  angler  who  can  always  command  a 
greater  expanse  of  water  than  another,  whether  in 
spinning  or  fly-fishing  or  float-fishing,  must  be  more 
successful,  other  things  being  equal.  But  the  great 
advantages  of  these  casting  tournaments  to  my 
mind  is.  first,  that  they  bring  anglers  from  all  parts 
together  in  friendly  rivalry  in  all  or  nearly  all  the 
various  methods  of  casting ;  and  they  unques- 
tionably help  greatly  in  the  improvement  of  rods, 
reels,  and  lines. 

Arrangements. 

Several  gentlemen  who  have  assisted  at  previous 
tournaments  have  promised  me  they  will  do  so  at 
the  Ci-ystal  Palace  affair,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  pos- 
sible to  give  next  week  in  the  angling  Press  the 
names  of  the  Casting  Tournament  Committee,  and 
possibly  the  rules,  order,  and  nature  of  the  com- 
petition^, etc.  I  have  been  to  the  Palace  once 
or  twice  to  see  the  lake  suggested  by  the  Crystal 
Palace  authorities,  and  if  they  will  agree  to  cut 
back  a  few  bushes  from  the  banks  I  think  we  shall 
find  the  Intermediate  Lake  will  answer  admirably 
for  the  fly-casting.  There  will  have  to  be  a  strong 
platform,  about  15  yards  out  in  the  lake,  for  the 
casting  to  take  place  from,  with  a  plank  gangway  to 
connect  it  with  the  shore.  The  judges  will  be  in  a 
boat,  and  the  casting  will  take  place  along  a  floating 
wooden  marker,  4in.  square,  weighted  so  as  to  rest 
on  the  water  thus,  with  the  distances  from  the 


rods,  reels,  creels,  fly-cases,  tackle-cases,  angling 
books,  etc.,  for  prizes.  I  shall  be  very  glad  to 
receive  such  donations  and  acknowledge  them  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  also  give  notices  of  the 
rods,  etc.  The  list  of  donations  will  include  £.50 
from  the  Palace  Company. 

Competitions  for  Sea-Anoj.krs. 
It  is  a  little  difficult  to  see  how  competitions  for 
sea-anglers  can  be  arranged.  To  be  able  to  cast 
a  line  far  out  into  the  sea  from  a  pier  or  from  the 
beach  is  necessary  to  success  in  some  kinds  of  sea- 
fishing,  but  heavy  lead  casting  would  hardly  be  safe 
where  the  sides  of  the  casting-ground  are  lined  with 
spectators,  and  in  light  bait-easting  their  methods 
are  the  same  as  those  of  fresh-water  anglers. 

Casting  from  the  Reel. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  have  one  competition 
open  to  all  styles  of  casting  from  the  reel,  including 
the  Nottingham  style  with  reel  under  the  rod  ; 
Dr.  Heintz's  style,  in  which  he  uses  a  Nottingham 
reel  above  the  rod,  controlling  the  reel  with  the 
thumb  pressed  lightly  against  the  inside  edge  of  the 
revolving  side-plate  of  the  reel,  as  illustrated  in  our 
summer  number  last  year  ;  the  Malloch  reel  style  ; 
Mr.  Cowburn's  style  with  his  patent  caster  ;  the 
American  style  with  multiplying  reel  above  the  rod, 
the  line  controlled  by  pressing  the  thumb  on  the  line 
on  the  barrel  of  the  reel,  and  any  combination  of 
these  styles. 

Ambidextrous  Fly  Casting. 

It  would  be  interesting  also  to  have  at  least  one 
competition  in  casting  the  fly  with  the  left  hand  if 
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casting  platform  marked  on  both  sides  in  feet  and 
inches,  so  the  spectators  on  the  bank  can  see  one 
side  and  the  judges  the  other.  I  have  suggested, 
and  I  hope  the  committee  will  agree  with  me,  that 
all  the  flies  used  in  the  fly-casting  should  have  white 
wings,  and  in  the  trout  fly  competition  should  be 
the  Coachman  and  well  paraffined.  I  advise  this 
because,  when  acting  as  judge  at  previous  contests, 
I  know  it  has  sometimes  been  very  difficult  on  a 
windy  day  to  see  exactly  where  the  small  dark  fly 
fell,  especially  if  there  was  a  ripple  on.  Also  for  the 
bait-casting  all  the  baits  should  be  white.  It  adds 
greatly  to  the  interest  if  all  the  spectators  can  see 
where  the  fly  or  bait  falls,  and  I  believe  this  will  be 
possible  in  the  Palace  grounds.  There  is  an  ideal 
place  for  the  bait-casting  on  grass,  a  sort  of  natural 
amphitheatre  with  ample  space  ;  and  both  it  and 
the  fly-casting  will  be  only  three  minutes'  walk 
from  the  North  Tower  end  of  the  Palace.  If  the 
fishing  tackle  exhibits  could  be  at  the  north  end  of 
the  building  it  would  be  most  convenient  in  every 
way,  especially  as  I  hear  Messrs.  Hardy  and  other 
exhibitors  intend  to  have  a  stock  of  rods  which  can 
be  bought  after  actual  trial  with  line  and  fly  on 
water.  Messrs.  Hardy  inform  me  that  they  will 
give  £.50  worth  of  prizes  to  be  competed  for  with 
rods  of  their  make. 

Prizes  and  Donations. 
As  usual  it  will  be  necessary  to  ask  anglers  and 
fishing-tackle  makers  for  support  in  the  shape  of 
money  donations  towards  the  prize  fund,  etc.,  and 


there  is  time  for  it,  but  the  difficulty  will  be  to  find 
time  for  all  the  competitions  we  should  like  to  have. 

One  thing  I  am  sure  I  may  say  on  behalf  of  the 
committee,  and  that  is,  that  all  competitors  may  be 
quite  certain  of  having  a  "  fair  field  and  no  favour.'- 

A  Nice  Little  Hampshire  Trout  Stream  to  Let. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Pope,  fishery  expert,  Salisbury,  sends 
me  these  particulars  of  some  water  which  may 
interest  one  or  other  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  : — 

"  In  the  valley  of  the  Test  there  exists  a  ver\' 
sporting  little  chalk  stream,  about  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  in  length,  and  running  into  the  main  river 
Test  at  Horsebridge.  I  have  insj^ected  every  inch 
of  this  pretty  little  stream,  and  pronounce  it  to  be  a 
very  desirable  bit  of  fishing  for  a  good  sportsman, 
who  will  take  care  of  it  and  develop  its  resources. 
The  bed  of  the  stream  is  composed  of  chalk  and 
gravel,  and  there  are  the  best  classes  of  weeds  in  the 
water  that  I  ever  saw — starwort,  celery  weed 
in  abundance,  and  a  good  lot  of  watercress,  full 
of  food,  too,  comprising  snails  of  all  kinds,  water- 
shrimps,  caddis,  larvae  of  all  the  different  species  of 
Ephemeridae..  and  May  Fly  and  Alders  as  well. 
Patches  of  Ranunculus  fluitans  weeds  are  scattered 
here  and  there  throughout  the  length  of  the  water, 
and  there  are  some  good-sized  holes  in  different 
parts,  where  some  of  the  best  trout  lie.  The  water 
runs  steadily  down  the  valley,  and  is  very  clean  and 
clear.    I  saw  a  good  many  nice  trout  in  the  stream 
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but  as  there  was  not  much  Hy  about,  probably  the 
bulk  of  the  trout  were  under  the  weeds.  The 
stream  requires  stocking  with  some  good-sized  trout, 
'  and  the  best  way  of  doing  this  quickly  is  to  make  a 
stew  with  screens  at  each  end  on  a  fall  of  (5in., 
taking  the  water  from  the  stream  by  a  hatch  at  the 
inlet.  I  think  that  a  suitable  site  for  a  trout  stew 
may  be  found  near  the  river.  Pike  and  coarse  lish 
are  very  scarce  in  the  stream  as  the  owner  will  not 
have  them  if  he  can  help  it.  He  has  been  destroy- 
ing them  gradually  for  some  years  past. 

"  There  are  a  few  overhanging  withies  in  ))laces 
on  the  banks,  and  the  owner  intends  to  plant  some 
more  by  degrees  for  shade  in  hot  weather.  Alto- 
gether the  prospects  of  this  stream  should  be  very 
bright,  if  the  work  of  development  is  carefully 
carried  out." 


Frensham  Pond,  near  Fabnham,  Surrey,' 

On  April  10,  Mr.  Lang,  of  Wey bridge,  when  fly 
fishing  in  the  stream  close  to  the  Frensham  J'ond 
Hotel,  hooked  and  landed  a  fine  trout  of  2|lb. 
When  I  was  at  the  hotel  last  autumn,  Mr.  Griffiths 
told  me  there  were  some  large  trout  in  the  water 
near  the  house,  but  unfortunately  heavy  rain  had 
made  it  like  pea  soup,  and  fly  fishing  in  that  stream 
or  in  the  burn  some  distance  from  the  hotel  was 
useless.  I  think  it  would  pay  Mr.  Griffiths  to  net 
the  pike  out  of  the  water  in  the  stream  near  the 
house,  and  put  a  lot  of  good  trout  in  it.  It  is 
practically  a  very  long  mill-dam,  with  plenty  of 
alder  bushes  and  a  good  width  of  water  admirably 
suited  for  large  trout.  Mr.  Lang's  capture  proves 
there  are  some  there  now.  Below  the  mill  the 
water  is  more  lively,  but  I  doubt  if  it  at  present 
holds  many  trout,  although  I  saw  large  fish  of  some 
kind  rising  in  the  fine  pool  just  below  the  mill. 

The  3lb.  6oz.  "  Roach." 

I  am  not  surprised  to  hear  that  the  fish  said  to  be 
a  "  roach  "  of  31b.  6oz.,  caught  in  the  Hampshire 
Stour,  turns  out  to  be  a  chub.  I  am  sorry  for  Mr. 
C.  O  Callaghan,  the  captor,  but  there  is  no  disputing 
the  decision  of  Mi-.  J.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  who 
says  the  fish  is  a  chub  (Leuciscus  cephalus).  A  word 
of  thanks  is  due  to  the  Highbury  Angling  Society 
for  the  trouble  they  have  taken  to  place  the  identity 
of  the  fish  beyond  question. 

Fishing  in  Harris,  N.B. 
Mr.  Wm.  J.  Cameron,  who  gives  up  the  Tay- 
clireggan  Hotel,  Lochawe,  on  May  28,  writes  to 
say  :  — 

"  As  you  will  see  from  the  enclosed  circular  I  have 
taken  a  lease  of  the  Tarbert  Hotel,  Harris — now 
to  be  called  the  '  Harris  Hotel' — and  trust  you  will 
be  able  to  call  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  to  this.  The  hotel  itself  is  a  most 
comfortable  one,  and  the  bedrooms  large,  and  alto- 
gether an  attractive  place  for  anglers.  There  are 
three  private  lochs  in  connection — all  called  Laces- 
dale,  about  2|  mUes  from  the  hotel — and  on  these 
during  the  months  of  July.  August,  and  September 
capital  sport  can  be  had  with  sea-trout  and  salmon. 
There  arc  a  number  of  bro^vn  trout  lochs  on  the 
Island  of  Scalpay  (not  Sir  Donald  Currie's  Scalpay 
between  Skye  and  the  mainland,  erratum  in  '  Sports- 
man's Guide');  and  the  rough  shooting  on  this 
island  is  also  let  with  the  hotel. 

"  I  shall  be  glad  to  answer  any  inquiries  regarding 
Tarbert  Harris  Hotel  or  the  fishing  there,  and  mean- 
while would  say  that  about  forty  salmon  and 
nearly  100!)  sea-trout  were  caught  in  these  waters 
during  three  months  last  season. 

"  My  father,  Mr.  Thomas  Cameron,  will  continue 
to  carry  on  the  hotel  at  Portsonachan,  Lochawe." 

Mr.  Cameron  I  am  sure  knows  a  clean  sea-trout 
from  a  kelt  sea-trout,  well  mended  or  otherwise,  and 
I  hope  he  will  let  us  know  when  the  earliest  run  of 
clean  fish  from  the  sea  takes  place  in  the  Harris  sea- 
trout  watxM'.^. 

"  '  Sfoen  '  OF  Eels."- 

I  had  an  amusing  card  from  an  angler  at  Glou- 
cester the  other  day.    He  says  :  — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  this  day  forwarded  you 
Rome  elvers  from  Gloucester.  I  hope  you  will  like 
them,  and  say  if  they  are  the  '  sporn  of  eels.'  " 

They  arc  young  ocis  right  enough  ;  my  corre- 
spondent sent  about  a  quart.  I  had  some  cooked, 
and  although  not  quite  correctly  done,  they  were 
not  bad,  and  if  done  as  whitebait  is  they  would  be 
very  good  n  j  doubt. 


.Messrs.  J.  C.  Cordinci  &  Co.'s  Folding  Boats. 

Messrs.    Cording,    of    19,    Piccadilly,    write  :  — 

"  Your  correspondent's  lettei'  on  portable  rubber 
boats  takes  us  back  to  the  old  Temj)le  Bar  times  ; 
the  cost  of  rubber  since  then  has  l)ecn  too  great  to 
allow  us  to  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  our  folding 
boats." 

Marine  Paintings. 
Admirers  of  good  marine  paintings  should  see  the 
exhibition  of  pictures  by  Mr.  Thos.  Somerscales,  at 
I?.'},  Strand,  London.    His  1899  Academy  picture 
was  bought  by  the  Chantrey  Bequest. 

Salmon  Fishing  in  thk  Test. 

I  was  glad  to  see  in  the  Field  thv  following  letter 
from  Mr.  Henry  Stride,  of  Nursling  Mill,  on  the 
Test.  My  experiences  of  millers  has  always  been  a 
very  pleasant  one,  and  I  only  regret  that  so  many 
flour  mills  on  our  rivers  liave  been  closed  in  conse- 
(juonce  of  the  great  decrease  in  home-grown  corn. 
Ml'.  Stride  says  :  — 

"  .My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  recent  letter 
in  the  Field  from  '  (!.  H.'  dealing  -with  the  above 
subject.  This  correspondent,  after  calling  attention 
to  the  good  sport  enjoyed  by  him  in  the  upper 
waters  of  the  river,  proceeds  most  j)aradoxically  to 
'  slate  '  the  millowners  in  the  lower  reaches  for  pre- 
venting the  run  of  fish.  Now  the  millowners  in 
question  rank  with  Falstaff's  '  men  in  buckram,'  as 
only  one  mill — namely,  that  of  which  I  am  the 
proprietor — exists  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  that  the 
run  of  fish  is  at  all  impeded  here  I  deny  absolutely, 
as  your  correspondent,  if  he  chooses  to  i)ay  me  a 
visit,  may  see  for  himself. 

"  The  river  is  at  present  full  of  fish,  and  every 
facility  exists  for  their  ascencUng  to  the  upper 
waters  when  they  so  desire.  '  G.  H.'  would  wish  me 
perhaps,  Corydon  like,  to  sit  upon  the  hatches  and 
pipe  them  up,  though,  like  Hotspur's  spirits  invoked 
from  '  the  vasty  deep,'  I  should  with  Prince  Hal 
doubt  '  would  tliey  come.' 

"  I  think,  judging  from  a  lifelong  experience  of 
the  river  and  its  fish,  that  if  '  G.  H.'  and  other 
discontents  do  but  '  rest  their  souls  in  patience  '  the 
fish  will  anon  find  their  way  upstream  in  abundance, 
when,  if  sufficiently  adept  in  the  gentle  art,  '  G.  H.' 
may  hope  to  '  flesh  his  hook  '  to  his  heart's  content, 
and  cease  to  harbour  ill-founded  suspicions  of 

"  Nursling  Mill,  Nursling."     "  Henry  Stride. 

A  Guide  for  Anglers  to  the  Rivers  Clwyd  and 
Elwy,  etc. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Roberts,  fishing-tackle  maker,  of  Rhyl, 
sends  me  a  most  useful  little  shilling  "  Guide  for 
Anglers  to  the  Rivers  Chvyd  and  Ehvy,  their  Tribu- 
taries and  Lakes,  with  full  particulars  as  to  licences, 
etc.,  how  to  get  to  different  sections,  convenient 
places  to  stay  at,  etc.,"  wath  maps  and  illustrations. 
I  last  year  gave  particulars  about  the  great  improve- 
ments in  the  prospects  of  anglers  in  the  Clwyd  and 
Ehvy  district,  thanks  to  the  association  founded 
last  year  with  Colonel  Cornwallis-West  as  chairman, 
and  Mr.  H.  G.  Stock  as  hon.  secretary.  I  think 
that  over  -tO  miles  of  fisliing  is  now  open  to  visitors 
at  a  very  small  price  for  tickets.  The  scenery  is 
very  fine  in  parts,  and  there  is  not  only  brown  trout 
and  sea-trout  fishing,  but  also  the  chance  of  a 
salmon.  Mr.  Roberts  gives  a  few  notes  of  fish 
caught.  I  see  that  one  Whit  Monday  he  with  two 
friends  caught  sixty-eight  trout,  "  none  under  9in.," 
which  is  not  bad  for  Wales,  and  Major  Leslie  had  a 
browTi  trout  of  3 Jib.,  and  a  sea-trout  of  6ib.  The 
sea-trout  fishing  is  often  very  good,  and  as  the  asso- 
ciation are  stocking  the  rivers  with  two-year-old 
brown  trout  it  looks  as  if  these  long-neglected  rivers 
would  again  repay  the  angler  who  wants  a  few  fish 
as  well  as  fine  scenery.  The  curse  of  Wales  are  the 
jjoachers  and  pot-hunters  ;  if  they  could  be  banished 
the  beautiful  country  would  attract  angling  visitors 
from  all  parts,  as  the  rivers  are  naturally  prolific, 
and  only  want  fair  use  to  yield  good  sport. 

Ml'.  Roberts  is  a  keen  angler,  and  I  hope  that  his 
enterprise  in  getting  up  this  most  useful  little  guide 
will  be  well  repaid,  and  that  the  association  will 
flourish. 

K  •  • 

The  Great  Toronto  Fire. 
We  have  received  a  note  from  Messrs.  Allcock 
and  Co.,  Ltd.,  Redditch,  as  follows:  — 

"  We  have  just  received  a  telegram — '  Burnt  out ; 
well  insured' — from  our  house  in  Toronto,  Canada, 

R.  B.  Marston. 


"IN  DEFENCE  OF  THE  OTTER." 


The  following  is  from  an  interesting  article 
under  this  heading  in  the  Sjjerlalor.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  majority  of  anglers  wish  the  otter  to  be 
exterminated,  but  it  is  absurd  to  protect  otters  if 
the  stock  of  fish  is  to  be  kept  up.  The  effect  of 
this  pity  for  the  otter  is  certainly  an  injustice  to 
the  fish,  and  prejudicial  to  the  angler's  interests, 
especially  where  trout  are  concerned. — R.  B.  M. 

"  As  might  be  expected  from  the  number  of 
coarse  fish  in  its  waters,  the  Thames  is  a  favourite 
haunt  of  these  animals.  They  are  numerous  on 
the  upper  waters,  as  well  as  on  many  of  the 
tributaries,  and  descend  the  stream  as  low  as 
Hampton  Court.  No  season  passes  without  the 
appearance  of  a  series  of  paragraphs  in  the  local 
papers  announcing  that  otters  have  been  shot  or 
trapped  at  Sunbury  or  Chertsey,  or  some  other 
place  not  far  from  London,  and  usually  giving  the 
name  of  the  trapper  or  shooter,  and  the  weights  of 
the  unfortunate  otters,  which,  attracted  by  the 
enormous  abundance  of  chub,  eels,  dace,  bream, 
and  the  like,  find  the  osier-beds  and  pollard  willows 
on  the  main  stream  and  the  brooks  which  enter  it 
ideal  quarters.  These  otters  are  supposed  to  be 
killed  in  the  interests  of  anglers.  Even  if  they 
were  somewhat  mischievous  (and  on  small  preserved 
artificial  pools  they  do  great  damage),  it  might  be 
doubted  whether  it  is  well  to  kill  ihem  so  near  to 
London.  But  no  one  fairly  acquainted  with  the 
habits  of  Thames  otters,  and  who  takes  into  con- 
sideration the  great  size  of  the  river,  and  the  vast 
stock  of  fish  in  it,  including  the  otters'  favourite 
food,  eels,  can  suppose  for  a  moment  that  any 
appreciable  barm  to  the  very  numerous  body  of 
Thames  anglers  can  be  done  by  the  half-dozen 
otters  killed  annually  on  these  lower  waters.  The 
bed  of  the  river  is  far  too  large  for  them  either  to 
decimate  the  fish  or  to  frighten  them.  As  a  rule,  they 
appear  to  know  this  themselves,  and  seem  to  prefer 
to  hunt  up  the  hundreds  of  small  brooks  or 
tributaries,  while  making  their  headquarters  on  the 
river  itself,  though  both  the  Thames  and  its  feeders 
are  perfect  paradises  from  the  otters'  point  of  view 
of  eligible  residences.  On  these  slow  streams  they 
do  not  burrow  in  the  banks,  as  a  rule,  under  roots 
and  tree  trunks,  and  there  are  no  caves  and  cracks 
in  the  rocks  such  as  they  inhabit  in  the  North, 
though  they  are  credited  with  using  a  large  drain 
running  down  from  Nuneham  Courtney  as  a  ready- 
made  cave.  Their  home  in  summer  is  generally  in 
one  of  the  hundreds  of  dense  '  rod-dams  '  or  osier 
beds  set  at  intervals  all  the  way  down  the  river. 
Many  of  these  are  much  neglected,  and  only 
occasionally  cut  over.  They  form  a  perfect  jungle 
of  old  stumps,  drift-wood,  and  rubbish,  wild  hop, 
tall  grass,  willow  herbs,  and  dumb  nettles,  often 
fringed  at  the  edge  with  giant  rush.  Here  the 
otters  lie  curled  up  in  the  sun,  surrounded  by  an 
impermeable  screen,  and  only  occasionally  disturbed 
by  some  ardent  bird-nester  looking  for  the  eggs  of 
reed  warblers.  Another  home,  both  for  summer  or 
winter,  is  in  the  tops  of  the  old  pollard  willows.' ' 
There  must  be  tens  of  thousands  of  these  fringing^ 
the  Thames,  its  backwaters  and  tributaries,  many 
of  them  hollow  and  sloping  over  the  water.  Thej 
otter  runs  up  the  hollow  and  lies  curled  up  in  the; 
crown,  from  which,  if  disturbed,  he  shoots  into  lliB' 
water  like  a  furry  torpedo.  Except  pjke,  the  fish'' 
which  reach  the  largest  size  in  these  rivers  are; 
mostly  chub,  and  where  the  remains  of  an  otter's  . 
meal  are  found  the  large  scales  show  that  chub  are 
the  victims  in  nearly  every  case.  At  the  same  time, 
this  is  no  indication  of  the  proportion  which  scaled 
fish  form  in  their  diet,  as  they  invariably  devour 
eels  entirely,  including  the  head,  as  anyone  may 
see  who  gives  an  eel  to  a  hungry  tame  otter. 

"  Between  Oxford  and  Lechlade  the  banks  of  the 
Upper  Thames  are  so  little  inhabited  that  the 
animals  are  almost  entirely  undisturbed.  .  With 
the  exception  of  Eynsham  the  villages  are  mainly 
at  some  little  distance  from  the  river,  and  on  higher 
ground.  But  in  several  of  the  villages  from  Oxford 
to  Wallingford  there  is  usually  to  be  found  some 
worthy  who,  while  detesting  regular  work,  earns  a 
living  of  a  kind  by  doing  odd  jobs,  such  as  attending 
fishing  punts,  rat  and  rabbit  catching,  trimming' 
willows,  baiting  '  swims '  for  barbel,  and  the  like. 
To  these  activities  he  adds  that  of  trapping  otters. 
Early  on  some  fine  morning,  when  the  mowing 
grass  is  growing  high,  he  takes  a  careful  saunter  by 
the  bank  of  the  river  and  up  some  tributary,  and' 
carefully  notes  the  condition  of  the  grass  at  the^ 
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foot  of  the  various  likely  pollards.  He  possibly 
finds  one  in  which  a  '  run  '  in  the  long  wet  herbage 
shows  signs  that  an  otter  uses  the  tree  as  a  lair, 
and  that  he  occasionally  takes  a  short  cut  through 
the  grass  to  some  other  stream  or  ditch,  or  goes 
frog  hunting  there  at  night.  A  trap  with  a  chain 
is  set  in  the  tree,  and  the  unfortunate  animal  is 
caught.  It  is  regarded  as  an  investment.  First  it 
is  taken  round  to  different  local  fishermen,  who  are 
expected  to  contribute  a  shilling  or  so  in  token  of 
gratitude  for  the  removal  of  so  formidable  a  poacher.' 
Then  it  is  made  a  show  of  at  various  public  houses. 
Lastly,  it  is  sold  for  a  sovereign  to  some  resident 
to  have  stufEed  and  set  up  in  his  hall  in  a  glass  case, 
with  a  very  highly  varnished  roach  in  its  mouth. 

*'  Were  it  not  for  the  expense  attending  the 
construction  of  a  suitable  tank  tame  otters  would 
doubtless  be  commonly  kept.  A  resident  in  Kent, 
who  foimed  a  collection  of  British  carnivora,  kept 
a  pair  recently  which  used  to  catch  their  fish  for 
dinner  in  a  brick-lined  pool,  as  the  penguins  do 
their  raeals  at  the  Zoo.  They  were  young  otters, 
and  on  one  seizing  a  pike  by  the  tail  the  pike 
twisted  round  and  seized  the  otter;  but  the 
mammal  soon  proved  too  much  for  the  fish.  It 
may  be  doubted  whether  a  young  otter  could  hold 
its  own  against  one  of  the  crocodile-mouthed 
monster  pike  of  the  Norfolk  Broads.  On  a  fine 
lake  in  Essex,  where  a  pair  of  otters  live  all  the 
year  round,  they  seem  to  confine  their  fishing 
enterprises  to  bream  and  fresh-water  mussels, 
though  probably  eels  are  also  largely  eaten.  They 
have  regular  dining  places,  where  they  come  ashore, 
and  on  these  flat  portions  of  the  bank,  generally  in 
a  plantation  which  is  kept  quiet,  as  it  is  full  of 
pheasants,  the  backbones,  skulls,  and  scales  of  the 
big  bream  lie,  as  well  as  heaps  of  musiel-shells, 
cracked  by  the  otters'  teeth. 

"  It  must  be  admitted  that  a  small  artificial  pool 
stocked  with  trout  is  emphatically  not  the  place 
for  an  otter,  though  it  thinks  otherwise.  It  will 
catch  nearly  every  fish  if  it  succeeds  in  discovering 
such  a  place.  Otters  are  considerable  travellers  at 
times,  and  turn  up  in  the  most  unexpected  places. 
One  very  large  dog  otter  was  bolted  from  some 
rabbit-holes  on  a  flat  reclaimed  marsh  near  Laken- 
heath  Fen,  in  Norfolk.  A  set  of  pools  devastated 
by  otters  in  the  Berkshire  Downs  lie  at  least  three 
miles  from  an  old  canal,  the  only  safe  route  for  the 
animals  to  follow.  They  have  also  found  their  way 
into  the  series  of  ballast-holes  on  the  Great 
Western  Railway  between  Didcot  and  Wantage, 
one  halving  been  found  killed  on  the  line  there." 
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TESTED 
SEEDS. 


FLOWER 


IXION  AND  HIS  WHEEL. 

Ix  the  Fishing  Gazette  I  see  the  Scot 
Is  very  seldom  long  forgot ; 
Each  mountain  loch,  each  strath  and  glen, 
Still  has  its  charms  for  rods  and  men. 

Dear  Editor,  both  you  and  I 

Could  wing  the  grouse,  however  shy  ; 

And  as  for  partridge,  every  field 

To  guns  like  ours  rich  spoil  would  yield; 

By  Bamcluith  or  wild  Glen  Shee, 
Or  farther  north  by  roaring  Dee, 
We  fain  would  wade  with  rod  and  reel. 
But  Ixion-like  we're  at  the  wheel. 

Why  this  is  so  I  cannot  tell ; 
But  .this  I  know,  and  know  full  well, 
Were  we  "  ayont  "  with  rod  and  reel. 
We'd  laugh  at  Ixion  and  his  wheel. 


264,  Gloucester-terrace, 
Hyde  Park,  W. 


Wbtstar. 


The  Royal  Waterloo  Hospital  for  Children 
AND  Women,  Waterloo  Bridge-road,  S.E.— The  first 
section  of  the  new  buildings  of  the  above  institution 
is  now  complete,  and  the  removal  of  the  out-patient 
department,  surgeries,  dispensary  and  adminis- 
trative offices  commenced  on  April  18.  It  is  hoped 
that  all  arrangements  will  shortly  be  completed, 
and  this  first  portion  throwTi  open  for  the  use  of  the 
sick  poor  of  this  terribly  poverty-stricken  neigh- 
bourhood. In  connection  with  the  horticultural 
bazaar  at  Leatheihead,  on  behalf  of  this  hospital, 
it  will  be  of  interest  to  know  that  flowering  bulbs 
are  now  on  view,  and  can  be  obtained  at  51, 
Wigmore-street,  Cavendish-square,  W. 


Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.,  of  237,  High  Holborn, 
London,  seedsmen  to  His  Majesty  the  King,  send  us 
some  packets  of  their  famous  flower  seeds.  We 
can  recommend  anyone  who  has  a  garden,  even  if 
near  a  large  town,  to  try  Messrs.  Carter's  specially- 
grown  seeds,  as  within  three  miles  of  St.  Paul's  we 
have  found  them  give  delightful  results.  Each 
packet  has  full  instructions  for  sowing  printed  on  it. 
Messrs.  Carter  will  send  a  list  of  packets  with  prices, 
etc.,  to  anyone  who  sends  them  a  postcard  appli- 
cation for  same  and  mentions  the  Fishing  Gazett  e. 


NO  ADVICE  NEEDED. 


This  capital  picture  tells  its  own  story.  It  is  a 
reproduction  of  an  illustration  in  the  March  number 
of  that  excellent  American  monthly  publication,  the 


and  a  whole  heap  between  that  weight  and  half-a- 
poundj  All  in  the  very  pink  of  condition,  all  with 
beautiful  blue-black  and  scarlet  fins  :  the  product 
of  the  joint  efforts  of  myself  and  my  friend  over  one 
day — and  a  short  day  at  that.  An  eye-opener, 
indeed,  for  any  angler,  club-man,  or  otherwise, 
And  the  catch  came  about  in  this  way. 

I  was  walking  down  P'leet-street,  bemoaning  the 
fate  that  necessitated  a  series  of  visits  to  editors 
who  don't  know  what  is  best  for  themselves  and 
their  readers,  when  a  cheery  voice  greeted  me. 

"Hullo,  S  old  boy!     Why  you're  quite  a 

stranger.  Where  have  you  been  hiding  yourself ''. 
Done  any  fishing  lately  V  " 

And  I  looked  into  the  face  of  my  old  school- 
fellow and  friend  Freddy  K  — s.  I  could  tell  you 
a  lot  about  Freddy,  but  must  toe  the  line  to  the 
reaching  yarn  or  I  shall  fill  the  tale  before  I  start 
on  it.  Sufficient  to  say  that  there  is  no  man  I 
would  sooner  meet,  no  man  it  does  me  more  good 
to  meet.    I  explained  in  a  few  words  that  in  order 


No  Advice  Needed. 


National  Sportsman,  [)ublished  at  Boston,  and 
devoted  to  sport  with  rod  and  gun,  yachting,  etc. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  the  fair  angler  is  winding 
her  trout  in  with  the  left  hand,  which  is  probably 
the  most  correct  way    if  you  can  do  it. 

R.  B.  M. 


ROACH  GALORE 


"  Ip  only  some  of  those  London  club  anglers  could 
see  that  lot  they  would  open  their  eyes  and  no 
mistake.  Why,  they  would  win  all  the  prizes  at 
one  swoop !  " 

The  words  fell  from  a  friend  of  mine  about  a 
fortnight  after  Christmas  Day,  as  we  both  stood 
admiring  a  really  splendid  catch  of  roach  laid  out 
in  the  kitchen,  covering  the  table  (a  big  one),  a  long 
side  shelf  running  the  full  length  of  the  room,  and 
nearly  half  the  floor  space  ;  a  total  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  fish,  ranging  in  weight  from  about 
6oz.  up  to  I  Jib.,  with  a  good  sprinkling  of  pounders, 


to  keep  the  pot  boiling  at  home  I  had  to  knock 
about  all  over  the  LTnited  Kingdom  with  note-book 
and  camera,  that  when  at  home  the  quiet  of  a 
country  house,  far  from  the  beaten  track,  held  me. 
and  that  I  had  managed  to  combine  the  pleasure  of 
fishing  with  the  business  of  life — as  often  as  possible. 
Freddy  suggested  a  drink,  so  we  turned  into  the 
nearest  A, B.C.  establishment  and  ordered  two  cnps 
of  tea.  Over  these  we  discussed  matters  generally, 
and  in  course  of  our  conversation  my  friend 
remarked: 

"  I  suppose,  with  all  your  opportunities  of  fly- 
fishing for  trout,  you  seldom,  or  never,  condescend 
to  handle  a  roach  rod  now  ?  " 

"On  the  contrary,"  I  replied,  "it  often  happens 
that  I  have  a  turn  with  the  old  pole  e%'eu  when 
trout  fishing  is  available  close  by.  If  there  is  one 
thing  I  am  consistent  in  it  is  my  all-round  love  of 
fishing;  you  can't  put  me  at  the  wrong  job  if  rod 
and  line  are  the  tools  to  be  employed." 

."  Then  I  tell  you  what,"  said  Freddy,  and  then 
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broke  ofifj  "You  know  the  old  mill  pond  at  L — 's 
Castle  ?  "- 

Did  I  not  know  it ! 

•'  Well,  it  hasn't  been  cleaned  out  for  over  twelve 
years.  It  has  got  so  choked  up  at  last  that  it  must 
be  cleaned,  and  they  start  on  the  job  early  this 
next  spring.  It  is  simply  teeming  with  coarse  fish, 
and  all  the  pike  and  perch  are  to  be  saved  and 
placed  in  the  moat,  but  the  roach  and  tench,  and 
so  on,  are  to  be  let  down  stream  to  go  where  they 
may.  Now  it  occurs  to  me  that  if  we  limited  our 
application  to  a  request  for  permission  to  fish  for 
roach  only,  we  might  get  leave,  and  if  we  did — well, 
our  basket  ought  to  be  a  buster,  and  no  mistake.'' 

The  old  mill  pond — scene  of  my  earliest  successes. 
It  rose  clearly  before  me  as  my  friend  spoke.  One 
of  my  earliest  contributions  to  the  angling  Press 
was  an  account  of  "Red-Letter  Roachini?"  in  that 
very  water,  and  the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
gave  it  to  the  world.  Goodness,  what  a  lot  has 
happened  since  that  time !  Yes,  even  a  walk  along 
the  banks  of  the  old  pool  and  a  look  over  the  old 
mill  would  be  a  delightful  experience.  Who  knows  ? 
It  may  be  the  last  time  I  shall  ever  set  eyes  on  it. 

"Is  there  any  chance  of  getting  permission  to 
fish,  even  for  roach  '/"I  ask,  remembering  well  the 
enormous  difficulty  generally  experienced  in  obtain- 
ing leave  to  fish; 

"  I  think  I  can  manage  it.  At  least,  if  you  say 
you'll  join  me,  I'll  have  a  try.'! 

Needless  to  say,  my  decision  was  in  favour  of  a 
trial.  Freddy  and  I  bad  two  more  cups  of  tea,  and 
finally  separated  with  the  understanding  that  if 
matters  shaped  satisfactorily  we  were  to  meet  again 
armed  for  an  effort  to  break  the  record.  A  few 
days  after  a  letter  reached  me  with  the  welcome 
intelligence  that  leave  had  been  granted,  so  the  old 
rod  and  tackle  were  brought  out  and  over- 
hauled. I  journeyed  to  town,  there  met  Freddy, 
and  the  first  thing  next  day  we  were  being  whirled 
over  the  permanent  way  of  the  S.  E.  &  C.  R. 

Freddy  had  said  that  the  old  mill  pool  was 
choked ;  and  choked  it  was  absolutely.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  what  should  have  been  about  ten 
acres  of  water  was  ten  acres  of  morass,  with  a 
stream  running  through  it.  At  the  first  sight  I 
gave  up  hopes  of  ever  finding  a  fishable  spot;  but 
a  closer  examination  proved  that  matters  were  not 
quite  so  bad,  although  the  fishable  water  was 
limited  to  that  part,  of  what  was  once  a  pool, 
which  immediately  surrounded  the  outlet.  Here 
we  found  quite  a  nice  deep  hole,  and  here  we 
decided  to  fish ;  and  it  was  not  until  we  had  been 
at  the  game  for  some  little  time  that  I  remembered 
it  was  in  this  very  spot  the  previous  big  catch  of 
roach  was  made,  of  which  I  told  in  the  contri- 
bution referred  to  above. 

In  common  with  other  waters  in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  the  mill  pool  was  high,  and  quite  a  big 
volume  of  water  was  escaping  at  the  outlet.  Yet, 
even  with  so  much  water  in,  the  weeds  topped  all, 
and  the  rushes  reached  for  twenty  yards  or  more 
from  the  banks.  But  even  in  this  thick  growth 
the  pike  found  room  to  play ;  and  several  times 
throughout  the  day  a  mighty  rush  occurred  as 
esox  sent  the  small  fry  flying  before  him.  It  made 
one's  fingers  itch  to  see  such  "goings  on";  yet, 
supposing  we  had  permission  to  fish  for  pike,  I 
doubt  if  we  should  ever  have  got  a  fish  through 
that  tangled  mass,  even  had  we  succeeded  in 
getting  a  bait  into  a  spot  where  it  could  work  a  bit 
for  a  Uttle  while. 

I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  our  day's  reaching 
was  no  skull-dragging  affair  with  silly  fish.  Freddy 
and  myself  were  armed  with  an  ordinary  Lea  roach 
pole  and  fine  gut  outfit ;  all  I  can  grant  to  the 
sceptic  is  that  our  lines  were  not  of  gossamer 
fineness,  howbeit  they  were  of  finest  undrawn  gut. 
Further,  we  lost  very  few  fish  indeed,  and  returned 
none ;  for  I  do  not  think  we  had  a  fish  of  less  than 
four  ounces  the  whole  of  the  time,  and  more  often 
than  not  we  fastened  into  roach  of  half  a  pound 
and  upwards.  Neither  did  we  ground-bait  the 
swim  —  there  was  little  need  for  any  such 
proceeding ;  still,  I  would  like  to  place  that  fact 
also  on  record.  My  opinion  is  that  the  splashing 
and  darting  about  of  the  hooked  fish  attracted 
others  to  the  scene,  just  as  happens  when  one  is 
fishing  a  shoal  of  rudd  with  a  bunch  of  gentles 
cast  as  a  fly.  As  to  the  reserve  stock  from  which 
our  swim  was  replenished  from  time  to  time — well, 
it  was  simply  unlimited !  I  suppose  we  hooked 
about  250  fish  in  the  short  day  of  six  hours,  of  which 
we  retained  the  number  mentioned  above.  This 
works  out  at  about  a  fish  every  three  minutes  to 


each  man,  with  an  allowance  of  half-an-hour  for 
lunch.  At  times  we  must  have  caught  at  a  far 
quicker  rate,  for  we  eased  off  now  and  then  from 
sheer  necessity  for  a  rest.  We  kept  on  from  ten 
in  the  morning  until  4.30  p.m.  and  when  we  left  off 
the  fish  were  feeding  as  well  as  when  we  started. 
Moreover,  they  did  not  slack  off  at  any  time,  and 
this  is  the  first  time  I  have  experienced  such  a 
continuity  of  sport,  for  as  a  rule  fish  will  cease 
feeding  for  a  time  and  then  come  on  again,  and  so 
on,  even  in  the  most  prolific  waters.  One  thing 
we  did  not  do — that  was  to  disjoint  our  rods !  No 
time  for  that,  boys. 

Just  imagine  l|cwt.  of  roach  piled  up!  Approxi- 
mately that  wa^  the  total  weight  of  our  joint 
basket.  The  twang  of  our  lines  as  we  fastened 
into  fish  after  fish  was  like  someone  playing  a  jews'- 
harp  by  our  side.  And  just  imagine  Freddy  and  I 
at  it.    I  will  try  to  aid  you  in  this  latter  effort. 

Across  the  outlet  was  a  strong  upright  bar 
grating.  My  friend  fished  at  one  end  of  this,  I 
at  the  other.  We  were  comfortably  seated  in 
wooden  chairs  (kindly  loaned  by  the  miller),  and 
by  our  side  was  our  supply  of  bait,  which  consisted 
of  plain  bread  paste,  and  it  was  only  necessary  to 
just  stick  a  little  round  pea  of  this  on  the  tip  of 
the  hook  each  time  of  re-baiting.  No  sooner  was 
the  bait  in  the  water,  and  before  it  had  time — 
often  enough — to  sink  to  any  distance,  up  from  the 
green  depths  would  flash  the  form  of  a  roach,  and  in 
a  twinkling  he  was  hooked.  There  was  no  mistake 
about  those  fish  feeding  !  Every  now  and  then  the 
bait  was  allowed  to  sink  a  little  deeper,  and  so 
sure  as  this  happened  equally  sure  it  waa  that  a 
bigger  fish  was  hooked.  I  noticed  that  particular 
point  several  times.  The  fish  that  fought  best 
were  those  of  about  three-quarters  of  a  pound 
weight.  After  the  first  half-an-hour  I  discarded 
the  butt  of  my  rod  entirely,  and  Freddy  did  the 
same,  and  thereafter  we  had  each  a  weapon  that 
was  handled  with  absolute  ease.  Very  seldom  was 
the  float  of  any  use :  it  had  no  chance  to  get  to 
work. 

As  the  afternoon  wore  on  we  still  stuck  to  our 
fishing,  determined  to  see  "  just  how  many  we 
could  basket,"  and  as  the  sun  dipped  our  cabman 
arrived  as  arranged.  When  he  saw  that  lot  of 
fish  his  face  was  a  picture.  He  volunteered  the 
information  that  he  was  a  bit  of  an  angler  himself, 
but  never  in  all  his  days  had  he  seen  such  a  catch 
as  that! 

Our  spoils  of  the  day  left  ua  some  room  in  the 
cab  in  which  to  journey  to  the  railway  station  but 
not  much.  Arrived  there  we  had  just  time  to  get 
the  fish  into  the  guard's  van — and  only  just — 
before  we  started  for  town.  They  were  contained 
in  four  sacks  for  convenience  in  handling,  and  the 
porter  at  London  Bridge  was  incredulous  as  to  our 
catch  being  an  honest  one  with  rod  and  line,  but 
he,  too,  proved  to  be  a  fisherman.  The  best  of  the 
joke  was  when  we  reached  the  local  station  nearest 
to  Freddy's  home  in  the  suburbs.  Here  there  was 
no  cab  available,  so  we  bribed  the  porter  to  run 
the  roach  to  their  destination  on  a  barrow,  and  you 
can  just  imagine  the  sort  of  job  he  had,  although 
the  distance  was  not  much. 

And  now  we  realised  that  we  had  an  appetite, 
and  did  ample  justice  to  the  meal  provided. 

It  was  too  late  then  for  me  to  travel  home,  so  I 
accepted  my  friend's  invite  to  stay,  and  then  to 
bed,  there  to  dream  of  roach  galore  and  fish  the 
old  mill  pool  over  again  in  my  dreams.    E.  S.  S. 


LARV^  OF  WATEE-FLIES.* 


CHAPTER  XlN.—continuedi 
The  larvae  and  pupae  of  the  Agrionides  have  three 
rather  large  leaf-like  appendages  at  the  end  of  their 
abdomens.  These  appendages,  which  are  furnished 
with  tracheal  tubes  connected  with  others  con- 
tained within  the  bodies  of  the  insects,  extract  the 
oxygen  from  the  water  and  supply  it  to  the  internal 
tracheae.  The  animals  often  use  these  gill-Uke 
plates  in  the  same  way  that  fish  do  their  tails,  and 
thus  they  swim  somewhat  slowly  through  the  water. 

As  the  larvae  and  pupae  of  Dragon  Flies  grow,  it  is 
necessary  for  them,  from  time  to  time,  to  change 
their  skins.  This  change  of  skin  is  rather  frequent 
and  very  complete ;  so  complete,  indeed,  that 

*  From  "Fresh-Water  Aquaria,"  by  the  Rev. 
Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C.  Published  in  the 
Fishing  OazeUe  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
GiU. 


sometimes  the  aquarium-keeper  will  think  that 
there  are  two  larva;  in  the  same  vessel  where  the 
night  before  there  was  only  one.  After  a  certain 
number  of  changes  of  skin  the  wing-cases  begin  to 
appear,  and  then  the  creature  has  passed  from  the 
larval  state  into  that  of  the  pupal.  As  the  time 
draws  near  for  the  nymph  to  become  the  perfect 
Dragon  Fly,  it  ceases  to  eat,  and  begins  to  grow 
languid.  It  should  now,  if  in  captivity,  be  pro- 
vided with  some  means  by  which  it  may  leave  the 
water.  A  piece  of  stick  put  slantingly  in  the  gravel 
and  sand  at  the  bottom  of  the  tank  and  rising  above 
the  surface  of  the  water  will  answer  the  purpose  very 
well.  The  pupa  will  creep  slowly  up  this  stick,  and 
will  remain  at  some  little  distance  above  the  water, 
clinging  with  its  claws  (given  it  for  this  special 
purpose)  to  the  under  side  of  the  stick,  and  will  wait 
there  its  final  change.  In  due  time  the  skin  at  the 
back  of  the  thorax  spHts  ;  through  this  spHt,  after 
considerable  effort,  the  head,  thorax,  and  legs  of  the 
Dragon  Fly  slowly  emerge,  and  then  the  creature, 
apparently  quite  exhausted  with  its  struggles,  hangs 
helplessly  down,  the  remaining  portion  of  its  body 
still  being  within  the  old  skin.  When  it  has  thus 
rested  sufficiently,  it  gradually  lifts  itself  up  until  it 
can  grasp  with  its  legs  the  forepart  of  its  late  cover- 
ing, and  with  this  purchase  it  is  able  to  draw  from 
the  pupal  integument  the  remainder  of  its  abdomen. 
It  has  now,  with  the  exception  of  the  wings,  all  the 
appearance  of  a  perfect  Dragon  Fly.  Gradually, 
however,  the  wings  expand  until  they  are  of  the  full 
size,  and  after  a  little  hardening  and  drying  they 
are  fit  for  use.  The  development  of  the  Dragon  Fly 
from  the  pupa  is  a  most  interesting  sight.  I  shall 
never  forget  my  dehght  and  astonishment  when  the 
first  pupa  I  kept  became  a  Dragon  Fly.  The  change 
was  made  at  night.  (I  believe  these  changes 
generally  do  take  place  at  night,  for  the  Dragon  Fly 
is  at  this  time  of  its  life  so  helpless  that  if  it  were 
not  for  the  darkness  it  would  have  Uttle  hope  of 
escaping  from  its  numerous  enemies.)  In  the 
morning  when  I  looked  at  my  pupa  I  saw  it,  as  I 
thought,  in  the  same  place  that  it  had  been  the 
evening  before,  but  on  lifting  the  cover  of  the 
aquarium  I  found  chnging  to  it  a  magnificent 
Dragon  Fly  of  the  species  Mschna  maculalissima. 
I  could  not  quite  understand  its  presence  at  the 
moment,  for  to  all  appearance  there  was  still  the 
pupa.  However,  on  closer  inspection,  I  discovered 
that  it  was  only  the  skin  of  the  former  object  of  my 
care,  though  it  was  exceedingly  hke  the  insect  itself. 
The  larvae  and  pupae  of  Dragon  Flies  are  very  easy 
to  keep  in  confinement,  giving  Uttle  or  no  trouble. 
They  will  eat  various  aquatic  animals,  such  as  tad- 
poles, water- worms,  tiny  fish,  Corixae,  Notonectae, ' 
etc.,  and  when  these  fail  they  wiU  content  them- 
selves with  garden-worms.  The  water  in  which 
they  Uve,  if  they  are  carefully  suppUed  with  food, 
will  remain  perfectly  bright  and  clear.  Several  of 
these  insects  will  agree  together,  and  they  will  not 
be  guilty  of  cannibaUsm  unless  they  are  starved.  I 
have  hardly  ever  known  them  die,  though  I  have 
kept  very  many  in  confinement.  The  larvae  and 
pupae  of  the  ^schnidce  are,  I  think,  the  most  suitable 
of  their  kind  to  keep  in  confinement.  It  is  supposed 
that  these  insects  Uve  from  one  to  three  years, 
according  to  their  species,  before  they  become 
perfect  Dragon  FUes. 

The  members  of  the  Ephemerida  (Day  Flies)  family 
of  the  Neuropiera  are  chiefly  remarkable  for  the 
extreme  shortness  of  their  Uves  when  they  attain  the 
imago  or  perfect  state.  Some  of  them,  when  they 
have  reached  that  condition,  only  Uve  for  a  few 
hours — being  bom,  so  to  speak,  after  sunset  and 
dying  before  sunrise  ;  while  the  longest  Uvers,  the 
patriarchs  of  the  family,  exist  but  for  a  day  or  two 
as  a  rule,  though  in  captivity  it  is  said  that  they 
have  been  kept  aUve  for  a  week  or  even  more. 
Appropriately,  then,  are  they  named  Ephemeridm — 
beings  whose  length  of  Ufe  is  Umited  to  a  day.  The 
larvae  of  these  insects,  however,  Uve  from  one  to 
three  years,  according  to  their  species. 

Day  FUes,  or  rather  May  FUes,  as  they  are  com- 
monly called,  are  very  delicate-looking  creatures, 
generally  possessing  four  minutely-reticulated  winga 
and  two  or  three  extremely  long  setce,  or  tail  fila- 
ments. The  hinder  wings  are  very  much  smaller 
than  the  former  pair,  and  sometimes  are  wanting 
altogether.  These  insects,  owing  to  the  lack  of 
development  in  the  organs  of  the  mouth,  seem  in- 
capable of  taking  food  of  any  kind  whatever.  Their 
antennae  are  very  short  and  awl-shaped,  and  their 
fore-legs  are  very  often  extremely  long.  The  males 
are  distinguished  by  two  curious  appendages  affixed 
to  the  last  segment  but  one  of  their  body,  by  the 
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great  elongation  of  their  fore-legs,  and  by  the  "  up- 
and-down  "  manner  of  their  flight.  The  females  as 
they  fly  deposit  their  small  oval  eggs  in  the  water, 
which  sink  and  adhere  to  stones  and  aquatic  weeds. 
The  larvse,  which  in  due  time  are  hatched  from  these 
eggs,  do  not  bear  much  resemblance  to  the  full- 
grown  insects.  Their  bodies,  which  are  flat  and 
elongated,  have  three  long  feather-like  appendages 
at  the  extremity  of  the  abdomen.  At  the  sides  of 
the  abdomen  there  are  some  leaf-Hke  branchial 
organs  attached  in  pairs  to  all  the  segments  of  the 
body  except  (according  to  species)  the  last  three  or 
four.  The  antennae  are  long  and  bristle-like.  The 
larvae  and  pupae  have  strong  mouths,  and  feed  by 
preying  upon  small  aquatic  animal  life.  For  a  long 
time  it  was  quite  a  matter  of  doubt  what  was  their 
proper  food.  Some  authorities  declared  that 
because  their  bodies,  when  dissected,  were  found  to 
contain  mud,  that  they  ate  mud  ;  while  others 
supposed  that  they  consumed  vegetable  matter. 
These  larvae  construct  no  cases  as  do  those  .of  the 
Caddis  Fly.  but  live  either  freely  in  the  water  or  in 
curious  burrows  made  in  the  banks  of  the  ponds 
and  streams  which  they  inhabit.  As  a  rule,  it  is  the 
larvae  of  the  larger  species  of  the  Ephemeridoe  which 
make  the  burrows.  These  burrows,  which  are 
formed  somewhat  in  the  shape  of  the  letter  U.  are 
so  arranged  that  the  insect  can  go  in  at  one  end  and 
out  at  the  other,  and  so  save  itself  the  inconvenience 
of  turning  round  within  its  narrow  home.  In 
making  the  burrows,  these  creatures  seem,  in  some 
measure,  to  imitate  the  common  earth-worm  by 
swallo-sving  at  least  a  portion  of  the  mud  or  soil  they 
are  excavating.  This  habit  accounts,  it  is  thought, 
for  the  presence  of  mud  within  their  bodies. 

These  larvje  change  their  skins  frequently  as  they 
grow,  and  are  said  to  have  become  pupae  when  their 
thoraces  show  signs  of  bearing  wings.  After  a 
certain  time,  according  to  species,  the  pupa  leaves 
the  water  and  develops  into  a  fly,  but,  strange  to 
say,  not  the  perfect  fly,  for  there  is  still  another 
change  before  the  imago  appears.  The  sub-imago, 
as  it  is  called,  is  the  "  Green  Drake  "  of  the  fisher- 
man. It  is  a  slow  and  clumsy  -flier,  and  soon 
settles  upon  some  spot  conveniently  situated  for 
getting  rid  of  the  pellicle  which  covers  its  whole 
body,  and  hides  its  true  colour.  It  then  frees  itself 
in  a  wonderful  manner  from  this  very  thin  skin,  and 
emerges  a  beautiful  and  active  fly,  with  the  fila- 
ments at  the  extremity  of  its  body  of  about  double 
their  former  length.  Numbers  of  these  filmy  skins 
may  be  seen  adhering  to  trees  or  weeds  upon  the 
water's  edge. 

The  wings  of  the  perfect  Day  Fly  are  so  delicate 
and  fragile  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  preserve 
the  insect  in  anything  approaching  a  Ufe-like  con- 
dition without  placing  it  in  spirits  of  some  kind. 
These  insects  emerge  from  their  pupal  envelope 
generally  about  sunset.  They  nearly  always  appear, 
when  at  all,  in  great  numbers,  the  males  assembUng 
together  in  crowds,  and  attracting  attention  by 
their  curious  and  graceful  up-and-down  flight.  The 
swarms  of  these  insects,  though  frequently  very 
great  in  this  country,  are  often  far  greater  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  rivers  and  canals  upon  the  Conti- 
nent. Indeed,  their  numbers  there  are  sometimes  so 
enormous  that  the  bodies  of  these  tiny  flies  are 
gathered  and  used  as  manure. 

Tlie  larvae  and  pupae  of  the  Day  Flies  can  be 
easily  kept  in  confinement,  where  they  may  be  seen 
to  go  through  their  wonderful  metamorphosis. 
They  will  live,  apparently  quite  contentedly,  in  a 
small  aquarium,  whether  its  bottom  is  covered  with 
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176.    Lakva  of  Day  Fly,  Ephemera 

V^LGATA  (ENLAROEn). 


mud  or  not.  The  best  species  for  the  tank  is 
Ephemera  vulgata,  the  larva  (Fig.  176)  of  which  is 
about  an  inch  long.  It  will  frequently  change  its 
skin,  which  forms  a  very  interesting  object  under 
the  microscope.  It  ought  to  be  always  provided 
with  suitable  food,  which  should  consist  of  cyclops, 
water-floas  (Daphnim),  and  the  like.  These  little 
fresh-water  crustaceans  may  be  easily  bred  in  great 
numbers  for  this  and  similar  purposes,  directions 
for  which  will  be  given  in  another  chapter.  When 
the  time  draws  near  for  the  pupa  to  become  a  sub- 
imago,  a  landing-stage  should  be  prepared  for  it  - 


one  similar  to  that  recommended  for  the  pupae  of 
the  Dragon  Fly  will  do.  And  if  the  aquarium- 
keeper  is  fortunate,  and  has  arranged  matters 
properly,  he  will  be  able  to  witness  not  only  the 
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Day  Fly  (Ephemera  vulqata). 


interesting  sight  of  the  pupa  becoming  the  "  Green 
Drake,"  but  also  the  "  Green  Drake  "  developing 
into  the  beautiful  and  graceful  Day  Fly  (Ephemera 
vuljata)  (Fig.  177). 

[To  be  continued.) 


THE  TAEPON  EECOED. 


Miami,  Biscayne  Bay,  Fla.,  Feb.  1. — Editor 
Forest  and  Stream :  In  the  recent  issue  of  a 
brochure  setting  forth  the  attractions  of  Miami, 
Fla.,  to  the  angling  public,  there  appeared  a  cut  of 
a  tarpon  caught  by  Mr.  N.  M.  George,  of  Danbury, 
Conn.,  and  the  weight  stated  as  full  2131b.  This 
picture  was  used  and  statement  made  after  care- 
fully authenticating  the  facts,  which  were  fully 


Sons  and  found  to  be  a  little  more  than  one  pound 
short,  making  the  actual  weight  of  said  fish  to  be 
over  2141b.  Bbaes'aed  T.  Ball, 

Ghakles  a.  Ball. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  on  Jan.  23, 
1904^  Medford  R.  Kellun, 

Notary  Public,  State  of  Florida,  at  large; 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  ASSOCIATION. 

A  MEETING  of  the  council  of  the  Salmon  and  Trout 
Association  was  held  at  Fishmongers'  Hall  on 
Monday,  April  18,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Abercorn, 
K.G.,  presiding.  The  following  among  others  were 
elected  vice-presidents :  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Roxburghe,  K.T.,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Ancaster,  Lady  Margaret  Charteris,  Sir  Richard 
Waldie  Griffiths,  Bart.,  Mr.  J.  L.  Wanklyn,  M.P. 
Parliamentary  Committee  :  The  Right  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Ancaster  and  Mr.  J.  L.  Wanklyn,  M.P., 
were  elected  members.  New  members,  including 
the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  P.C..  and  the  Marquis  of 
Waterford,  K.P.,  weie  elected.  Applications  from 
the  Yorkshire  and  Severn  Salmon  Fishery  Boards 
for  affiliation  to  the  .\ssociation  were  received  and 
approved. 

Proposed  legislation. — That  the  Parliamentary 
Bill  for  England  submitted  be  approved  in  principle 
and  refeired  back  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
to  carry  out  and  take  such  other  action  as  they 
might  think  fit. 
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Measurements  of  Mr.  N.  M.  George's  2I4lb.  Record  Tarpon. 


printed  in  Forest  and  Stream  of  July  6,  1901,  the 
same  issue  reproducing  the  log  of  the  schooner 
Privateer.  The  catch  was  also  recorded  in  the 
daily  press  at  the  time,  and  by  such  conservative 
papers  as  the  New  York  Herald.  Mention  is  made 
of  it  in  "  Where,  When,  and  How  to  Catch  Fish  on 
the  East  Coast  of  Florida.'^  by  Mr.  Wm.  H. 
Gregg,  sen.,  of  St.  Louis. 

In  spite  of  this  accumulative  evidence,  the 
weight  of  Mr.  George's  fish  has  been  challenged, 
and  the  statement  printed  that  it  was  never  sub- 
stantiated by  anyone. 

In  order  to  correct  any  false  impression  that 
this  publication  might  raise  in  the  minds  of  some, 
the  affidavit  of  Messrs.  Charles  A.  and  B.  T.  Ball, 
owners  of  the  Privateer,  who  were  present  when  the 
fish  was  caught,  and  who  weighed  and  measured 
same,  has  been  secured.  This  affidavit  is  published 
below,  together  with  a  photograph  of  the  fish, 
showing  just  where  the  measurements  were  taken. 

If  this  sworn  statement  is  not  sufficient  to  con- 
vince this  one  "doubting  Thomas,'-  many  others 
can  be  secured. 

Mr.  Chas.  F.  Weber,  of  New  York,  a  prominent 
fisherman,  saw  this  fish  upon  its  arrival  at  Miami, 
and  measured  it.  He  reported  the  circumstance  at 
Punta  Rassa,  giving  the  dimensions  from  his 
measurements  as  even  greater  than  claimed,  and 
was  corrected  by  Mr.  George.      H.  W.  Merrill. 

Brainard  T.  Ball  and  Charles  A.  Ball,  being  duly 
sworn,  say  that  on  April  8,  1901,  Mr.  N.  M.  George, 
of  Danbury,  Conn.,  caught  with  rod  and  reel,  at 
Bahia  Honda.  Fla.,  a  tarpon  7ft.  2in.  long,  46in. 
girth,  weighing  2131b.,  large,  on  their  scales;  that 
they  weighed  and  measured  said  fish  in  the  presence 
of  Mr.  George  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Seager,  of  Jefferson 
Highlands,  N.H.,  and  said  weight  and  measurements 
were  recorded  in  the  log  book  of  the  schooner 
Privateer;  that  upon  their  arrival  at  Key  West,  on 
April  9,  their  scales  were  tested  at  Wm.  Currey's 


Pollution. — It  was  agreed  that  members  of  the 
council  should  attend  the  deputation  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Local  Government  Board  on  April  20 
to  urge  for  legislation  on  the  lines  of  the  recommen- 
dations of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Sewage 
Disposal. 

Annual  Meeting. — The  arrangements  for  the 
annual  meeting  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May  were 
reported. 

Gosport  Water  Bill. — It  was  resolved  to  com- 
municate with  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  in  reference  to  opposing  the 
Gosport  Water  Bill. 

Fishmongers'  Hall,  April  18. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS, 
Thames. —  General  Remarks. — The  river  re- 
mains in  good  order  for  trouting,  but  up  to  the 
present  few  fish  have  been  caught.  Mr.  T.  W^.  Gomm, 
at  Staines,  at  the  end  of  last  week,  out  with  Hone, 
caught  a  nice  trout  of  41b.  12oz.,  and  a  smaller  one 
of  21b.,  the  latter  being  returned  to  the  water.  At 
Shepperton  Weir,  on  Wednesday,  Jlr.  A.  J.  Emms, 
of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  caught  a  pretty 
trout  of  3Uh.,  and  Mr.  F.  Sands,  whilst  trout  fishing, 
caught  three  good  chub,  which,  of  course,  were  care- 
fully replaced  in  the  river.  At  Reading,  Mr.  Hollo- 
way  has  had  a  trout  of  3ilb.,  and  at  Staines,  Mr.  H. 
Gomm,  one  of  31b.  Beyond  this,  there  has  been 
little  doing.  Molesey  Weir  has,  up  to  the  present, 
been  fairly  well  patronised,  but  has  not  yielded  a 
trout.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  water 
coming  over  the  weir,  so  that  may  accouat 
in  some  way  for  the  disappointment.  At  Kingston, 
Johnson,  with  a  client,  has  tried  the  Town's  End 
Hole  and  opposite  the  Sun  Hotel.    There  are  good 


270 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  23,  1904 


trout  at  both  of  these  spots,  Mr.  Goddard  having 
seen  the  latter  working  for  bait  only  a  few  days 
ago.  Another  lot  of  young  trout  has  been  placed 
in  the  Thames  at  Marlow  by  the  Marlow  Angling 
Association.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  fish  were  pur- 
chased from  a  Hampshire  hatchery,  and  arrived  in 
good  condition.  They  were  turned  into  the  river 
at  suitable  spots  below  Marlow  Weir,  and  a  few  of 
the  fish  were  marked  with  silver  rings  fixed  in  the 
fin.  This  essociation  has  turned  in  450  trout  during 
the  present  season.  The  Thames  Trout  Restocking 
Association  has  also  distributed  another  100  fine 
12in.  trout  in  the  Sunbury  Weir  and  at  Walton 
Bridge.  The  Lower  River  and  General  Purposes 
Committee  recommended  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy  that  permission  be  given  to 
Messrs.  John  Aird  and  Sons  to  erect  a  temporary 
stage,  24ft.  long  and  10ft.  wide,  adjacent  to  the 
towing-path  at  Cherry  Orchard,  West  Molesey,  on 
condition  that  barges  lying  at  the  stage  be  subject 
to  regulation  by  the  Conservators'  officers,  that 
Messrs.  John  Aird  and  Sons  accept  all  risk  and 
responsibility  in  the  matter,  thajt  no  obstruction  be 
caused  to  the  towing,  that  the  staging  be  placed  and 
maintained  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Conservators 
under  the  inspection  of  their  engineer,  be  allowed 
to  remain  during  pleasure  on  payment  of  a  rent 
of  £5  per  month,  and  be  removed  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  dispensed  with.  This  was  adopted. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

Thames  (Henley). — No  trout  have  been  caught 
during  the  past  week.  There  is  still  a  nice  stream 
running,  which  is  now  on  the  bright  side  again. 
Local  anglers  are  out  daily,  but  up  to  the  time  of 
writing  1  have  not  heard  of  a  capture. — Stanley 
Mead, 

Coin  (Fairford,  OloucestersMre). — The  weather 
has  very  much  improved  during  the  past  fortnight, 
and  very  fair  sport  has  been  the  password  of  the 
majority  of  anglers  who  have  taken  advantage  of 
the  early  Duu  fishing.  Some  dajs  it  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  find  out  what  the  trout  are  taking,  but 
the  Hare's  Ear,  Olive  Dun,  Red  Quill,  and  Whirling 
Blue  have  been  found  to  kill  best.  The  rise  comes 
on  about  ten  o'clock  and  ceases  about  three  o'clock. 
1  have  never  noticed  more  killable  fish  on  the  move 
or  the  stream  in  better  order,  fencfs  all  repaired, 
and  stiles  all  new.  We  shall  hear  the  cuckoo  and 
nightingale  next  week. — Chas.  Powell. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Sport  has  again 
been  below  average,  and  the  catches  made  have  in 
most  ca'es  been  uniformly  small.  Several  anglers 
have  been  out  in  the  evenings,  but  have  found  fish 
shy.  On  Tuesday  Messrs.  H.  and  E.  Distin  and  E. 
Ackrell  went  up  stream,  but  were  not  rewarded  with 
large  baskets. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  upper  Tamar  and 
North  Cornwall  streams  have  improved  :  fi«h  have 
been  rising  well  and  several  good  baskets  obtained. 
Mr.  L.  Petherbridge  and  Mr.  Rawlins  had  over 
three  dnzen  on  April  19.  During  the  early  part 
of  last  week  the  Carey  was  fishable  with  the  tiy,  but 
since  the  water  has  thickened.  Baskets  generally 
have  been  small,  ranging  from  eighteen  downwards. 
In  the  Exe  last  week  a  curious  circumstance  is 
reported — that  of  a  trout  being  caught,  and  on 
being  opened  a  mouse  was  found  The  fish  scaled 
about  jib. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — A  few  days  of  warm,  bright 
weather  have  made  Salmon  angling  during  tho  day 
very  uncertain  work.  The  two  hours  before  dark 
have  given  the  best  sport.  The  Yorkshire  anglers 
have  done  fairly  well  in  the  Corby  water,  Mr.  John- 
stone having  killed  two,  91b.  and  131b.  ;  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, two,  181b.  and  201b. ;  Mr.  England,  one,  181b. ; 
Mr.  Hawkins,  one,  241b.  ;  and  Captain  Broadhurst, 
one,  181b.  Mr.  T,  F,  Atkinson  had  two,  141b.  and 
251b.,  on  the  Doctor's  Flat ;  Mr.  Pattinson,  two, 
161b.  and  181b.,  on  the  Boat  Pool.  In  the  Arma- 
thwaite  Hall  waters,  Mr,  R.  H.  Horrccks  killed 
two,  and  Mr.  Hollins,  jun.,  one  of  101b.  Mr.  Cragg 
landed  a  good  fish  of  181b.  just  above  Carlisle,  and 
the  Corby  Castle  keeper  had  a  couple.  Some  good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  made  with  fly,  chiefly 
Greenwell's  Glory  and  the  Yellow  Woodcock,  and 
they  are  now  in  excellent  condition.  The  Grannom 
or  Green  Tail  is  daily  expected  in  its  swarms. — 
Silver  Gbev. 

Hsk  (Whitby). — This  liver  has  been  in  crnnl 
condition  for  angling  during  the  week.  Several 
rods  have  boon  out  and  some  fair  sport  has  been 
obtained.  The  catches  to  hand  are  :  th^  Rev. 
W.  D.  Maclagan,  eleven  brace ;  Mr.  R.  Oliver, 
seven  brace;  Mr.  G.  Oldham,  four  brace;  and  Mr. 
M.  S.  Hodgson,  two  and  a  half  brace,  one  trout 
weighing  17^oz.  Some  nice  fish  have  been  grassed 
on  the  /\sPociation  waters,  but  an  accurate  record 
is  not  to  hand.  Tho  prosper fs  for  the  coming  week 
are  very  promising.  Sea  angling  has  been  fairly 
brisk,  some  good  takes  being  recorded. — J.  Ja(;kson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Trout  have  been 
caught  in  tho  Exo  and  Crecdy,  and  on  tho  Upton 
Pynes  water  a  ^Ib.  trout  has  been  captured  ;  they 


are  well  on  the  rise  and  feed,  as  a  Jib.  trout  caught 
near  Dulverton  in  the  Exe  was  found  to  have  a 
mouse  inside.  Salmon  have  been  caught  also  at 
Brampford  Speke,  Stoke  Canon,  Thorverton,  and 
Up  Exe  waters,  Mr.  E.  Coombe  taking  three  in 
one  day  last  week,  and  Captain  Cook  two  upon 
one  visit.  A  few  bass  and  some  pollack  have  been 
had  from  the  Exmouth  Pier,  and  the  flat-fishing 
has  been  above  the  average. — Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).  —  There  has 
been  a  further  marked  improvement  in  the  weather, 
and  the  fishing  has  been  very  good  during  the  last 
week.  Mr.  Malpass  alone  has  brought  in  eighty- 
six  fish  during  tho  week.  On  April  13  it  was 
very  stormy,  and  the  baskets  were  only  moder- 
ate ones.  On  the  14th  it  was  wet  and  dull; 
Mr.  Malpass  killed  eighteen  trout,  Mr.  Dutton 
thirteen,  and  Messrs.  Heyfler,  White,  Hart, 
Ritchie.  Chesshire,  and  Hetherall  three  each. 
The  15th  was  a  nice  warm  day,  and  Mr.  Chesshire 
killed  thirteen  fish  (all  on  fly),  Mr.  Malpass  had 
twelve,  Mr  Dutton  ten,  Mr.  R.  H.  White  eight. 
Dr.  Neill  three,  and  Messr.-i.  Wigglesworth,  Ritchie 
and  Hart  three  each.  The  Kith  was  another 
nice  day ;  Messrs.  Wigglesworth  and  Hart  killed 
eleven  fish,  Mr.  Malpas^  twelve,  Mr.  Chesshire 
eight.  Dr.  White  six.  Dr.  Neill  seven,  and  Mr.  Ritchie 
three.  On  the  18th,  Mr.  Malpass  killed  nineteen, 
Mr.  Dutton  twelve  (best  fish  lib.  8oz.),  Messrs. 
Wigglesworth  and  Hart  nine,  Messrs.  Chesshire  and 
Cunliffe  five  each,  and  several  other  baskets  of  three 
and  under.  On  the  19th,  Mr.  Malpass  kilhd  fifteen 
trout,  Mr.  Dutton  eight.  Dr.  Neill  four.  Dr.  White 
four,  Mr.  Scott  four,  and  several  other  creels  of  three 
and  under.  The  same  flies  are  still  good,  and  Black 
Gnat  is  coming  on  strong.  Piospects  are  generally 
good. — Long  Drift 

Lea  and  Tribntaxief. — Up  to  Wednesday  (April 
20)  favourable  weather  for  marking  down  trout  had 
been  experienced  in  the  Lea  Valley,  and  several  fish 
have  been  noted.  At  Ware  the  water  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  backstream  at  the  "Boom"  has,  as  usual,  fur- 
nished evidence  of  feeding  trout,  and  trout  have  also 
been  noted  on  the  move  below  the  lock  at  Hertford, 
where  the  Beane  runs  in.  Trout  fishing  on  the  Lea 
and  Beane  opens  to-morrow  week  (May  1).  The 
river  is  in  condition. — Iz.\ak  Walton. 

Iius^g  and  Arrow  (laeominster).— Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  are  now  clear,  a  nice  level, 
and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has 
been  warmer  and  has  greatly  improved  the  prospects 
of  sport.  The  trout  have  been  more  on  the  feed,  and 
have  been  rising  better  at  midday  at  the  fly.  The 
flies  used  are  Red  Spinner,  Grannom,  Blue  Dun, 
Little  Brown,  February  Red,  Olive  Dun  and  Claret 
Bodied  Blue,  and  several  very  nice  fish  have  been 
landed ;  sport  will  certainly  be  better  as  the 
season  advances,  as  the  fish  are  getting  into  better 
condition  now  the  soow  water  has  run  off.  The 
Pinsley  is  in  good  order  for  fishing  and  prospects 
good. — Gwynne. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — Porpoises  are  rather 
rare  visitants  to  the  river  Nene,  but  this  week  one 
was  shot  near  Orton  Staunch  by  Mr.  Turner,  G.E. 
driver.  New  Fletton.  It  was  a  fine  male  specimen, 
and  gave  an  exciting  chase  for  nearly  an  hour 
before  it  was  captured.  It  was  43in.  long,  and 
weighed  about  40lb.  No  doubt  it  got  up  the  river 
at  the  la=t  flood,  and  it  is  feared  has  made  havoc 
among  the  smaller  kind  of  fish.  It  is  generally 
thought  it  had  followed  the  sea  dace,  which  have 
got  up  the  river  as  far  as  Orton  Staunch.  It  is 
about  twenty-five  years  since  porpoises  were  cap- 
tured here  before ;  on  that  occasion  a  pair  were 
shot  near  Peterborough  Bridge. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton),—  Since  last  report, 
heavy  rains  caused  a  spate  in  the  river  last  Friday, 
April  15,  which,  however,  subsided  in  twenty-four 
hours,  and  lelt  the  stream  greatly  improved  for  fly- 
fishing. Some  good  takes  have  been  made  this 
week,  and  the  fi.sh  are  fast  gaining  condition  and 
gameness.  Ihe  time  of  the  take  is  still  chiefly  in 
the  forenoon,  but  fish  may  be  seen  rising  near 
Otterton  Bridge  as  late  as  (i  p.m.  The  river  is  in 
perfect  order  at  time  of  reporting  (April  20).  and  the 
prospects  of  sport  for  the  next  week  are  excellent. — 
Heron. 

Plymouth. — Some  good  baskets  of  trout  are  still 
being  taken  on  the  Tavy.  several  over  |lb.  having 
been  taken.  Although  I  hear,  on  good  authority, 
that  peal  are  running  up  this  liver,  I  do  not  think 
any  has  been  caught  yet.  The  higher  waters  of 
the  Meavy  are  also  giving  good  sport. — Willi.^m 
Hkardeb. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  Agreeable  angling 
weather  prevails,  and  the  river  has  lost  the  preenish 
hue  that  for  some  weeks  betokened  the  presence  of 
snow.  Several  Shrewsbury  anglers  have  been  out 
spinning  for  trout,  and  Mr.  A.  Elli^,  a  skilful  prac- 
titioner in  this  branch  of  the  art,  has  been  rewarded 
with  some  half-a-dozen  fish.  Tho  brooks  should 
now  yield  excellent  trout ing,  particularly  the  pre- 
served waters   between  Ludlow  and  Shrewsbury. 


The  March  Brown,  Duns,  and  Red  Spinner  are  the 
roost  reliable  flies — dressed  fairly  large  and  winged. 
— Hafben. 

Severn.  Vyrnwy.  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — There  has  been  a  most  decided  improve- 
ment in  the  state  of  the  weather  duiing  the  past 
week,  and  strange  to  say  no  rain  has  fallen  in  thia 
neighbourhood  for  several  days,  so  that  the  watOT 
in  all  these  rivers  is  at  present  about  its  average 
level  for  the  time  of  year,  and  is  in  fair  condition 
for  the  fly.  Although  the  days  have  not  lacked 
sunshine,  thera  is  a  tinge  of  frost  during  the  night, 
and  the  wind  is,  and  hns  been  generally,  from  a 
cold  quarter,  and  few  flies  are  yet  on  the  water, 
except  in  sheltered  spots. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.—  Spring 
weather  has  at  last  arrived,  yet  frosts  have 
been  prevalent  in  the  early  mornings,  and  an 
easterly  wind  has  predominated.  Trouting  has  not 
been  a  success  except  among  the  smaller  fish  in  the 
tributaries  of  the  Ouse  and  Adur,  from  which  a  few 
brace  out  of  condition  have  been  captured  with 
worm  and  minnow,  but  nothing  has  come  under  my 
notice  e.xeeoding  12oz.  A  few  rods  have  tried  the 
western  streams  with  but  indifTerent  results.  A  brace 
and  a  half  of  21b.  fish  (averaging)  is  the  best  day's 
capture  recorded.  Thanks  to  Mr.  Chaa.  Fowler,  of 
Chichester,  I  record  the  capture  of  a  specimen 
perch,  of  4|lb.,  taken  from  the  canal  when  the  water 
was  let  oft  fiom  tho  upper  portion  above  Birdham. 
The  fish  was  captured  with  a  walking  stick,  evidently 
damaced,  was  stuffed,  cooked  and  eaten,  in  place 
of  adorning  a  case.  As  the  lower  reach  was 
not  let  off,  good  fish  are  to  be  found  there 
when  the  season  opens.  In  fact,  Chichester 
Canal  is  too  well  stocked,  and  requires  a 
change.  Roach  and  brfam  are  deteriorating,  and 
although  carp  up  to  Hilb.  may  be  seen,  they  do  not 
appear  to  increase,  and  it  is  but  seldom  that  small 
carp  are  taken.  Harbour  fishing  is  improving  ;  from 
three  to  five  dozen  smelt  have  been  taken  per  tide. 
Small  bass  ani  flatfish  have  given  sport. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — During  the  past  week  rain  at 
night  gave  some  sport  by  day  to  the  trout  fisher- 
men, who  are  very  active,  as  near  Barnstaple 
tickets  are  issued  for  the  local  streams  ;  many  young 
hands  are  taking  on  to  replace  those  gone  over  the 
bar.  I  heard  that  one  angler  caught  two  salmon 
with  the  fly  last  week,  and  that  some  fresh-run  fish 
are  seen  working  up.  Should  the  weather  continue, 
fine  bass  and  sea  fishing  will  be  on. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  iLndlowi. — The  'leme  in  this  district  is 
now  running  clear,  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  fisliing.  The  weather  has  taken  a  turn 
for  the  better,  and  the  prospects  for  fishing  are  more 
hopeful  than  they  have  been  for  some  time.  The 
few  warm  days  have  brought  out  a  good  number  of 
natural  flies,  and  trout  have  been  more  inclined  to 
rise.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  this 
week,  and  sport  has  ^hown  an  improvement.  The 
flies  for  use  are  the  Blue  Dim,  Pale  Blue,  Little  March 
Brown,  Red  Spinner,  Ye  low  Dun,  Stone  Fly, 
Cowdung,  Claret  Bodied  Blue,  February  Red  and 
Grannom.  Bottom  fishers  have  tried  worm,  and 
a  few  fair-sized  trout  landed  and  some  perch.  Pike 
fishing  has  been  tried  up  stream,  and  several 
fair-sized  fish  landed.  Thirty  pike  have  been 
caught  in  one  hole  this  year,  and  should  make  trout 
fishing  prospects  better  in  that  part  of  the  river. 
On  April  18  a  fine  dish  of  trout  were  landed  with 
worm,  some  of  the  fish  scaling  lib.  each.  On 
April  19  sport  was  good  with  fly,  and  nice  trout 
taken.  Prospects  for  fishing  are  now  good,  and 
will  improve  more  if  weather  keep?  warm.  The  Ony, 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Lsdwyche  are  all  clear  and  in  good 
order.  Good  sport  had  in  Corve  and  Clun  with  fly 
and  worm  this  week. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbnry). — The  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 

gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in  good 
order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  greatly  improved, 
and  been  warm,  with  sunshine ;  it  has  brought 
the  fish  more  on  the  foBd,  and  they  have  been  rising 
better  at  midday  at  the  fly,  a  good  number  of  flies 
now  being  on.  There  have  been  a  few  anglers  out  of 
late,  and  they  have  tried  fly,  and  some  nice  trout 
have  been  taken  ;  the  fish  are  now  getting  into 
better  order,  and  if  the  warm  weather  continues 
they  should  be  in  fine  condition  by  the  May  Fly 
season.    Prospects  for  fishing  good  in  this  part. — 

WORCESTE  R 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbonrinfr 
Rivers.— Sport  has  been  very  good  during  the  past 
week  on  both  Coquet  and  Tyne,  and  anglers  who 
are  fortunate  enough  to  have  spare  time  will  find 
themselves  well  repaid  by  fishing  these  rivers.  An 
old  friend  of  ours  has  had  success,  taking  three 
salmon  from  the  Coquet  this  we.-k  weighing  IV^lb., 
111b.,  and  71b.  respectively,  and  we  hoar  of  other 
good  baskets. — Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern 
Anglers'  Resort,  Ne wcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — In  consequence  of  the  rain  of  last 
week,  there  was  a  considerable  rise  in  the  river  on 
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April  14  and  15.  It  has,  however,  settled  down 
again,  and  is  in  excellent  condition,  and  there  are 
more  salmon  anglers  on  the  river  than  at  any  time 
since  the  season  commenced.  As  will  be  seen  from 
the  list  of  fish  caught,  Mr.  Sword,  who  only  came  to 
the  town  on  Friday,  accounted  for  four  fish  in  three 
successive  days.  On  April  13,  at  Parker's  Hole,  Dr. 
Rutherfoord  Harris,  M.P.,  killed  a  salmon  121b.  in 
weight.  On  April  16  Mr.  Sword  landed  one  in 
Pencarreg,  weighing  8ilb.,  and  Mr.  Pryce  Jenkins 
caught  a  fish  111b.  in  weight.  Mr.  Sword,  on 
Tuesday,  caught  two  at  the  Upper  and  Lower  Crows, 
weighing  181b.  and  IGJlb. ;  Mr.  R.  Richards,  one 
91b.,  in  Railyderiy  ;  Mr.  St.  John  Beasley,  one  121b., 
in  Daniel's  Bath  ;  and  I\Ir.  Pryce  Jenkins,  one  251b. 
Fishing  from  a  coracle  in  the  town  water  on  Tues- 
day, Mr.  T.  Rees,  jun.,  accounted  for  a  fish  weighing 
18  Jib.,  which  took  him  three-quarters  of  an  hour  to 
land.  The  same  day,  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies  landed  one 
9Jlb.  in  the  famous  Rock  Pool ;  Mr.  Sword,  one  in 
the  Binding's  Stream;  and  Col.  Morris  one. 
— T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (DerbysMre).— These  rivers 
are  now  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  having  fined  down 
very  nicely.  Trout  ar  e  rising  near  the  sides,  but 
there  ia  a  scarcity  of  flies  on  the  water  at 
present.  Not  many  anglers  have  been  out  with  the 
fly.  What  fish  have  been  caught  have  been  taken 
bottom  fishing,  where  this  mode  of  fishing  is  per- 
mitted. Mr.  Edgar  Buxton,  on  April  15,  obtained 
a  trout  weighing  51b.  14oz.,  taken  from  the  deep 
water  at  Matlock  Bath  ;  aiso  Mr.  W.  Dale,  fishing 
the  Matlockdale  portion  of  the  Derwent,  took  a 
very  nice  trout,  weighing  over  31b.  Several  others 
also  took  a  few  good  trout  of  less  weight.  The 
prospect  is  fairly  good  for  the  next  few  days  with 
the  fly,  especially  on  the  Wye  and  upper  reaches 
of  the  Derwent,  Chatsworth  Fishery,  and  Hathersage 
Club  water. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfs,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Orue, 
etc.  (Torks). — At  last  we  are  experiencing  some- 
thing like  spring  weather,  and  there  is  now  a 
stronger  hatcti  of  aquatic  flies  and  a  greater  induce- 
ment for  the  trout  to  rise ;  but  up  till  now  they 
have  not  risen  at  all  freely,  and  the  best  dish  of 
trout  I  have  seen  caught  in  the  Yore  during  the 
past  few  days  between  Wensleyand  Middleham  was 
one  of  six  brace  by  Mr.  C.  Dixon.  The  Rev. 
J.  Murphy  has  been  basketing  a  few  fine 
trout  at  Cover  Bridge  and  Danby.  I  hear  somo 
visitors,  as  well  as  the  locals,  have  done  fairly  well 
in  the  Hawes  water.  I  got  eight  fish  in  the  Cover 
on  Thursday,  and  another  angler  basketed  about 
double  that  number,  but  they  required  "stalking," 
as  the  water  in  this  stream  is  very  bright, 
as  well  as  the  sunshine.  Only  meagre  returns 
are  to  hand  from  the  Swale.  During  the  past 
week  Messrs.  F.  Smith,  R.  Bolton,  E.  Morton, 
G.  Hudson,  F.  Atkinson,  andHD.  Chapman  have 
been  busy  in  helping  to  rid  the  Codbeck  of 
pike.  Sport  on  the  Xidd  has  been  fair.  The  sun 
has  been  scorching.  One  angler^writes  me  that  he 
found  there  was  a  scarcity  of  fly  and  the  water  very 
cold.  He  managed  to  get  eight  takeable  trout  with 
fly.  Best  flies — Spring  Black,  Orange,  Woodcock 
and  Dark  Needle.  In  the  Knaresboro'  length  some 
nice  sport  has  been  met  with  the  fly  daily. 
Messrs.  Sellars,  Mitchell,  and  others  have  met  with 
best  rpsults.  The  Wharfe  is  low  and  clear.  Sport 
continues  to  be  fairly  good  at  Barden,  Burnsall,  and 
Ilkley.  Several  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
got,  ranging  from  five  to  twelve  brace,  with  tlie  fly, 
Meswrs.  Harrison,  Godby  and  Denby  doing  the  most 
execution  during  the  last  few  days.  Best  flies  for 
the  present  M-e  Orange  and  Yellow  Partridges, 
Olive  Bloa,  §nipe  Bloa,  Snipe  and  Purple,  and 
Dark  Watchet,  also  Waterhen  Bloa. — John  E. 
.Mii.i.KR,  .N'orthem  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 


SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— Messrs.  Lecocq  and 
Boyd  have  each  landed,  a  sea-trout  in  the  upper 
reach  of  the  Esk,  in  the  reserved  water  of  the  Duke 
of  Buccleuch,  one  of  the  trout  weighed  Ijlb.  This 
is  the  earliest  catch  of  sea-trout  ever  known  in  the 
Esk.  Yellow  trout  are  improving  daily,  especially 
so  in  Langholm  water.  Colonel  Maxwell  and  Major 
Maxwell  have  each  had  good  baskets  daily  since 
last  report,  and  continue  to  make  bigaer  hauls. 
Mr.  Barton,  Langholm,  creeled  a  dozen  yellow  trout 
at  the  Island  Pool  on  April  16,  five  of  thern  weighing 
ilb.  each,  and  at  Burnet's  Pool,  Ewes  water,  Mr. 
W.  Bell,  Langholm,  caught  a  fine  yellow  trout 
weighing  [nearly  I  Jlb.  Fishing  in  th=>  mid  reaches, 
Mr.  Tom  Steel,  Bowholm,  had  a  spring  salmon  of 
SMb.  A  few  spring  salmon  have  been  caught  in  the 
poke  nets  at  the  Annan  Burgh  fishings,  and  the 
stake  nets  have  had  nice  catches  of  spring  salmon 
and  sea-trout.  Several  salmon  have  been  seen  in 
the  Netherby  stretch  of  water  between  Longtown 
Bridge  and  the  Thistle  pool  at  Scotch  Dyke,  and 
also  in  the  Cauldron  and  Willow  pools.  Mr. 
Barlow,  Langholm,  has  had  a  dozen  yellow  trout 
below  Broomholm  ;  Mr.  Bonar,  Canonbie,  landed  a 
12 Jib.  salmon  in  Donald's  stream  with  fly.  Bait 
fishing  commences  on  May  1  in  the  Esk  and  Liddle, 
and  on  June  1  in  the  remaining  waters  of  the  asso- 
ciation. Mr.  Lecocq  a  sea-trout,  l|lb. ;  Boyd  one 
in  reserve  water,  earliest  known. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.). — During 
the  past  week,  Messrs.  Duplessis,  Dallas,  and  Morant, 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  (four  rods),  had  the  follow- 
ing sport:  On  April  11,  one  salmon,  91b. ;  on  the 
13th,  one  of  81b. ;  on  the  15th,  a  ten-pounder  ;  and' 
on  the  16th,  three  salmon,  two  of  which  weighed 
91b.  each,  and  the  other  101b.  On  April  18  all  the 
rods  were  blank.  Weather  now  favourable,  and 
river  in  good  order. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Since|the  advent  of  more 
favourable  weather  sport  has  greatly  improved  on 
this  river.  Fishing  from  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel,  Banff, 
on  the  Duff  House  portion  of  the  river,  Mr.  Mundey, 
London,  had  on  the  11th,  a  basket  of  5Ib.  of  trout, 
Mr.  Bayley,  Edinburgh,  had  151b.,  and  Mr.  Alison, 
Edinburgh,  81b.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Bayley  had  a 
salmon  of  81b.,  and  Messrs.  Mundey  and  Alison  bas- 
kets of  trout  weighing,  respectively  71b.  and  151b. 
On  Wednesday,  Mr.  Alison  had  a  basket  of  trout 
weighing  121b.  ;  on  Thursday  Mr.  Mundey  had 
171b.;  Mr.  Bayley,  231b.;  and  Mr.  Alison,  241b.  On 
Friday,  Mr.  Mundey  had  4lb. ;  Mr.  Bayley,  61b. ; 
and  Mr.  AUson,  111b.;  while  on  Saturday  these 
gentlemen  had  baskets  of  71b.,  1  lb.,  and  101b., 
respectively.  The  net  fishermen  on  the  liver  had 
also  a  few  salmon  and  trout  daily  ;  and  from  the 
bag-nets  along  the  coast  the  number  of  fish  killed 
was  larger  than  that  of  the  previous  week.  Half-a- 
dozen  boxes  were  sent  to  the  market  for  the  week. 
— H.  W. 

 (Huntly). — Angling  visitors  are  beginning 

to  make  their  appearance,  but  the  weather  has  not 
been  what  could  be  desired.  Mr.  H.  W.  Payne  has 
had  a  week's  angling,  and  had  some  nice  baskets  of 
fairly  well  conditioned  trout,  having  had  baskets  of 
4Jlb.  to  81b.,  almost  averaging  Jib.  On  April  16, 
]Vt.  John  Martin  had  a  nice  salmon  of  61b.,  and  on 
April  18,  Mr.  Power  also  one  of  61b. — Drake  Wing. 

Dochaxt  (Perthshire). — On  April  16,  Mr. 
Beattie  and  son,  Edinburgh,  out  from  Luib  Hotel, 
had  sixteen  trout,  weight  6Jlb.  ;  on  April  18,  ten 
trout,  weight  41b. — D.  MoNaughton. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Invershin,  N.B.). — The 
tidal  waters  are  now  beginning  to  yield  sport  to 
the  rod.  On  April  15,  Sheriff  Mackenzie,  Tain,  and 
Mr.  W.  Urquhart,  Tain,  were  out  from  the  Station 
Hotel  and  landed  several  fine  sea-trout,  which 
averaged  about  lib.  each.  Mr.  Urquhart  also 
hooked  a  heavy  one,  which  snapped  the  rod  and 
got  off.    Splendid  weather  now. — B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  opening  competi- 
tion of  the  season  was  held  on  April  16  by  the  Kelty 
and  Blairadam  Club.  There  was  a  squally  wind 
and  bad  sky,  and  only  one  trout  was  taken.  Five 
boats  were  out  on  Monday,  when  there  was  an 
absence  of  wind.  The  catches  ranged  from  one  to 
five  trout,  the  latter  weighing  71b.  Mr.  L.  Gray. 
Kinross,  had  six  fine  trout  of  (ilb.  with  the  fly  last 
week. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel).— On  April  14,  Mr. 
C.  W.  Finch,  London,  landed  a  salmon  of  131b. ;  on 
15th,  one,  161b. ;  on  16th,  one,  1.51b.  ;  on  19th,  two. 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  lav<;est 
stocka  in  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  Hies  to  pattern. 
.Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  jiarts.  Mounted  Hy  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  :i  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  la.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  (id.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
fld.  each.— .J.  E.  MILLER,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


211b.,  161b.,  and  Mrs.  Knight,  fishing  from  Morenish 
Lodge  launch  for  Mr.  J.  W.Todd,  one,  l.")lb. — H.  J. 
Kni(;iit. 

Lyon  (Fortin^all  Hotel). — On  Fortineall  Hotel 
water,  on  April  12,  Mr.  A.  G.  Campell,  Richmond, 
had  a  salmon  of  171b.,  and  on  the  Kith,  two  of  211b. 
and  2 -Mb.  On  tho  14th,  Mr.  Scobie  VTacken/.ie, 
London  had  two  of  241b.  and  I8lb.  On  the  18th, 
Mr.  DavLs,  Liberton,  had  one  of  I3lb.— R.  S-rEw\aT. 

North  of  Scotland.  Dee. — Sport  is  getting 
brisker  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Dee,  and 
fairly  good  on  the  miiidle,  but  almost  nothing 
on  the  lower  waters.  On  the  Invorcauld 
Braemar  water,  on  April  18,  Mr.  Entwistle 
had  one  of  91b.,  and  on  April  14  Mr.  Hub- 
bock  one  of  (ilb.  With  the  fresh  impetas  on 
the  Aboyne  reaches,  Mrs.  Radcliffe  and  her  gillies 
landed  twelve  salmon  scaling  from  61b.  to  Ifijlb., 
three  of  these  being  to  the  rod  of  Miss  Lee.  On 
the  hotel  water  Mr.  Hardy  had  seven  fish  scaling 
from  6lb.  to  141b.  ;  Mr.  Bush  two,  141b.  and  16lb. ; 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  one  of  201b. ;  Mr.  Jackson,  one  of 
71b. ;  and  on  April  1 6,  Mr.  Saunderson  two,  71b. 
and  101b.  On  the  Durris  water,  Mr.  Baird  had  nine 
fish  for  the  week,  ranging  from  61b.  to  151b.  On 
Upper  Durris,  Mr.  Meakin  had  ten  fish.  On  the 
Drum  waters  and  lower  down  results  were  not  so 
good,  but  Mrs.  Morrison  had  one  of  61b.  on  April  18, 
and  Mr.  Gordon  one  of  121b.  on  the  Culter  water. 
On  the  Inchgarth  section,  Mr.  Atkins  and  Mr. 
Harper  are  having  good  sport.  On  the  Don,  brown 
trout  sport  is  steadily  improving,  but  few  salmon. 
On  the  Ythan,  Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  had  a  small  salmon 
of  61b.,  and  some  good  trout  on  April  15.  The 
Ellon  Castle  folks  are  getting  fair  sport.  The 
prospects  would  be  better  with  softer  weather,  but 
some  real  spring  days  have  been  enjoyed  during 
past  two  weeks. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — Since  last  reported  the 
following  excellent  sport  has  been  obtained  by 
anglers  from  the  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel : — On 
AprU  13,  Mr,  Evans  landed  a  fine  clean-run  salmon 
which  weighed  31  Jib.,  the  finest  and  heaviest  caught 
for  some  years  ;  Capt.  Tomken  landed  two  salmon 
of  101b.  and  81b.  On  the  14th,  Capt.  Tomken 
landed  another  heavy  fish,  which  weighed  231b. 
On  the  15th,  Mr.  Evans  caught  a  13-pounder,  and 
Capt.  Tomken  one  of  81b.  On  the  16th,  Mrs.  Jack- 
son landed  a  9-pounder.  Water  is  now  in  good  ply, 
and  weather  all  that  could  be  wished. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — As  a  rule,  April  is  little 
good  for  sea-trout  in  the  Border  rivers,  but  an  odd 
fresh  run  trout  has  been  caught  in  the  Annan. 
There  need  be  no  doubt  as  to  sea-trout  being  new 
run  from  the  sea.  I  have  positive  proof  as  to  their 
being  clean  fish,  and  that  they  do  run  in  March  and 
April  up  the  Annan  is  beyond  dispute.  The  present 
season  has  been  the  earliest  one  for  a  great  many 
years.  The  first  one  was  taken  at  the  beginning 
of  March  in  the  Annan.  One  angler  was  lucky 
enough  to  take  two  with  the  Devon  minnow  at  an 
outing,  and  two  or  three  have  been  caught  this 
week.  The  Annan. — On  Tuesday  evening  an 
angler  caught  six  yellow  trout  with  fly  (Green well's 
Glory).  In  the  Galabank  Pool,  on  Monday  evening, 
the  Rev.  J.  C  .Hicks,  while  fishing  for  trout,  observed 
a  fine  spring  salmon  rise.  Mounting  a  stouter  cast 
with  a  sea-trout  fly  Mr.  Hicks  hooked  the  salmon, 
about  251b.,  but  the  cast  gave  way.  On  the  same  even- 
ing Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton  hooked  a  larger  one  in  the  stream 
below  Mount  Annan  island,  which  also  broke  away. 
On  April  16  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hicks  had  a  new  run  sea- 
trout  with  fly.  Mr.  P.  Loudon,  of  Edinburgh,  took 
one  with  the  Devon  minnow  and  hooked  and  lust 
two  salmon.  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  had  a  clean  sea- 
trout  in  the  Brewery  stream  on  Thursday  evening 
of  last  week.  In  the  higher  waters  two  visitors 
had  nice  creels  of  yellow  trout.  In  the  tidal  pools 
there  are  many  kelt  salmon  showing  themselves 
this  week.  In  one  pool  there  were  only  a  score  of 
different  fish  rising.  The  Dumfries  Nixh. — Little- 
is  being  done  in  the  waters  near  the  town.  Anglers 
have  to  go  further  afield  for  sport.  Little  or  no 
sport  has  been  had  in  the  Sanquhar  portion 
beyond  a  few  yellow  trout  per  rod.  The  G.^lloway 
Rivers. — These  rivers  have  been  in  fairly  good 
order  this  week.  Local  anglers  have  had  from  a 
brace  to  five  brace  of  yellow  trout,  none  of  which 
weighed  over  Jib.  On  the  lochs  trout  are  rising 
more  freely  to  the  fly.  Ayrshire  Rivers  and 
Lochs. — Several  rods  have  been  out  since  last 
week's  notes. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Although  the  water  is  in 
fairly  good  order,  sport  is  but  fair  only.  On 
-April  18,  on  the  Easter  Elchies  water,  Mr.  Philip 
Gold  killed  three  salmon,  of  8  Jib.,  71b.,  and  5 Jib. 
respectively,  and  on  April  20  "iNIr.  Craith,  keeper, 
landed  a  beauty  of  22Jlb. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  during  the  past  week  has 
been  rather  high  and  unsettled,  but  it  is  now  coming 
into  good  order  for  salmon  angling.  The  genial 
warmth  of  the  past  few  days  htfe  brought  out  the 
trout  anglers  in  fair  numbers.    Some  good  baskets 
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of  from  61b.  to  101b.  weight  have  been  got. 
Trout  are  in  fair  condition.  The  following 
is  a  note  of  the  principal  takes  of  salmon 
reported  during  the  past  week:  Stobhall. — On 
April  16  the  Duchess  of  Bedford  killed  two  salmon 
of  181b.  and  16lb.  Lowjsb,  Stanley. — Mrs.  J.  D. 
Humphrey,  fishing  this  water  on  April  13,  landed 
one  fish  of  171b.  Benchill. — Fishing  for  Mr.  Henry 
Peters  on  this  beat,  on  April  19,  the  boatman 
killed  a  fine  fish  of  171b.  Battleby.  —  On 
the  upper  portion  of  this  stretch,  on  April 
18,  Mr.  Archibald  Coat's  boatman  landed  one 
fish  of  18pb.,  and  on  the  lower  beat,  on  April  10, 
another  of  61b.  Dunkeld  Water. — The  Hon.  E.  C. 
BuUer  Elphinstone  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Park  fishing  the 
upper  beat  on  April  13  killed  one  salmon  of  241b. 
On  April  14  Mr.  H.  J.  Tennant,  M.P.,  had  one  fish 
of  151b.  on  the  lower  beat,  and  on  April  18  the 
Hon.  E.  C.  B.  Elphinstone  one  of  151b.  Mtjrthly. — 
On  April  11  Miss  Dugdale  had  one  salmon 
of  8|lb.,  and  the  boatman  one  of  1.51b.  On  the  14th. 
Miss  Dugdale  landed  three  fish,  of  l!)|lb.,  18lb.,  and 
1 71b.,  and  on  the  I8th,  Mr.  M.  E.  Sanderson  had  two 
fi^h  of  71b.  and  121b.  Eastertyre  (Strathtay). — 
Capt.  Scott,  fishing  this  stretch  on  the  18th,  landed 
a  fresh-run  salmon  of  191b.  River  Lyon. — On 
Fortingall  Hotel  water,  on  the  12th,  Mr.  A  G. 
Campbell  landed  one  fish  of  171b.,  and  on  April  13 
two  of  211b.  and  221b.  On  April  14  Mr.  M.  Scobie 
Mackenzie  hadtwoof  241b.  and  181b.,  and  on  April  18 
Mr.  Davis  had  one  of  131b.  Loch  Tay  (Killin  pre- 
served water), — On  April  13,  Mr.  A.  D.  Paul  landed 
one  fish  of  151b. ;  On  April  14,  Mr.  C.  F.  Finch  had 
one  of  131b.:  on  April  15,  one  of  161b.;  and  on 
April  16,  another  of  15lb. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballycastle  (Antrim). — The  streams  here  are 
rather  low,  and  no  good  takes  were  effected  lately. 
Some  white  trout  have  been  noticed  in  the  lower 
pools. — J.  A.  B. 

Baun  andTributaries. — Mild,  spring-like  weather 
is  being  experienced,  and  all  the  streams  that  dis- 
charge into  the  lake  and  Lower  Bann  were  in  order 
throughout  the  week.  Baskets  of  trout  were  mnde  on 
Maine  and  its  tributaries,  the  Kellswater,  Braid,  and 
Clogh,  as  well  as  on  the  Moyola,  Ballindei'ry  and 
Blackwater.  Small  March  Browns,  Olive  Quills 
and  gold-ribbed  Blue  Duns  were  the  killing  flies  on 
very  fine  casts.  The  Bann  fell  six  inches ;  the 
reaches  at  Movanagher,  Kilrea  and  Portglenone  are 
in  order,  and  trout  are  rising  to  the  natural  flies. 
Spring  salmon  are  coming  in  from  the  sea,  and  a 
few  are  in  all  the  sections. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — All  the  local  rivers  are 
very  low  and  much  in  need  of  a  spate.  Trout  fish- 
ing is  poor  on  the  Danns.  Over  twenty  rods  were 
out  on  the  Woodbum  waters  on  the  16th  inst.,  and 
the  best  catch  was  only  three  fish.  On  the 
Crossgar  Mr.  M.  Cammon  killed  a  2lb.  trout.  Last 
week  a  consignment  of  1500  rainbow  trout  was 
sent  from  a  North  of  England  hatchery  to  Belfast, 
for  the  private  water  of  the  Lister  Anglers.  Un- 
fortunately some  1400  fish  died  on  the  passage 
from  some  unexplained  cause.  The  survivors  were 
placed  in  the  Antrim  Road  Baain.  Some  of  the  fish 
were  nearly  ^Ib.,  and  the  smallest  of  the  males  were 
ful  of  milt.— J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  and  Tributaries.  —  The  weather  and 
water  were  all  that  could  be  desired  from  April  12 
to  April  16,  but  except  on  Upper  Black  Castle  sport 
was  not  very  good.  On  Slane  Castle.  Colonel  F.  de 
Moleyns  had  one  of  111b.;  Prince  Arthur  of  Con- 
naught,  one  of  101b.;  and  the  Hon.  R.  de  Moleyns, 
three,  of  201b.,  131b.,  and  111b.  On  Lower  Black 
Castle,  Mr.  B.  FitzHerbert  and  party  had  four,  of 
141b.,  91b.,  81b.,  and  6lb.  On  Upper  Black  Castle 
Mr.  H.  Gordon  Ley  had  thirteen,  of  271b.,  251b., 
23|lb.,  211b.,  191b.,  18Mb.,  181b.,  161b.,  121b.,  121b., 
9|lb.,  91b.,  and  8|lb.,  and  Mrs.  Francis  Ley  one  of 
12.Ub.  On  Blackwater  Mills  Mr.  Sclater  had  three 
of  18ilb.,  131b.,  and  8|lb.  Water  is  now  getting 
too  low. — Claret  Fly. 

Bundrowes  (co,  Donegal).  -  The  river  was  in 
fine  fishing  order  during  the  past  week,  and  the 
weather  favourable  for  angling.  Mr.  C.  J.  Singleton's 
fisherman  landed  seven  splendid  fresh  run  spring 
salmon,  from  April  14  to  19,  of  18ilb.,  1.51b.,  141b., 
131b.,  13lb.,  101b.,  and  9|lb.  The  river  at  time  of 
writing  is  in  the  best  fishing  order  possible,  and  the 
weather  fine.  The  box  fishery  has  been  getting  a 
lot  of  salmon  during  the  past  week,  and  a  big  run 
of  heavy  spring  fish  is  passing  through  the  river 
now  daily  to  Lough  Melvin.  Troutingwas  first-rate 
on  the  river. — M.  Rocjan  and  Sons. 

East  Tyrone  Biivers. — More  rain  is  wanted  to 
put  the  rivers  in  order.  Trouting  on  the  Blackwater 
and  the  Ballinderry  is  very  dull. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).  —  Good 
trouting  was  again  enjoyed  on  the  Erne  during  the 
past  week  by  the  Masters  Crawford,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
Sir  H.  B.  RobertscJn,  and  others,  and  the  river  is 
now  in   fine  fishing  ply.    A  number  of  splendid 


Erne  salmon,  weighing  from  181b.  to  281b.,  were 
taken  in  the  box  and  net  fishery  during  the  past 
week  on  the  Erne. — -M.  Rooan  and  Sons. 

Killarney. —  Salmon  are  now  in  better  rising 
mood,  and  good  sport  is  looked  forward  to  if  the 
weather  keeps  favourable.  Brown  trout  continue 
to  give  good  sport.  All  waters  here  are  in  good 
angling  order  at  present,  and  salmon  and  brown 
trout  (esppcially  the  latter)  are  numerous. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  Kiver  (co.  Cork). — During  the  week  the 
fol'owing  salmon  have  been  landed  : — On  Williams 
Water  (Macroom),  Mr.  Rawlinson  five,  6ilb.,  81b., 
91b..  ll.Ub.,  13lb.;  Mr.  O'Callaghan  one,  9.Ub.; 
R.  Barry  one  161b.  On  Mashonaglass,  R.  A.  Grove, 
Annesley,  three,  6Jlb.,  7lb.,  8ilb  On  Ashton,  Capt. 
Pulley,  R.N.,  one,  14ilb.  On  Loid  Bandon's 
Water,  Colonel  Trotrnan  one,  10|lb.,  and'  Major 
Ashurst  two,  7 jib.,  8.ilb.  On  Rooves  fishery, 
Mr.  Lyons  three,  91b.,  101b.,  131b.;  .1.  Lyons  one, 
91b.;  and  Rev.  M.  Halligan  two,  101b.,  151b. 
On  Nettleville,  H.  Welch,  Thornton,  had  a  magnifi- 
cent fish  of  311b.  amongst  others.  On  Fargua, 
General  Dickins  four,  81b.,  111b.,  111b.,  131b,  On 
Farran  and  Ballineadig,  Colonel  Adarason  seven, 
7lb.,  I71b.,  71b.,  101b.,  lOlb.,  151b.,  15lb.  At  Car- 
rigadrohid,  F.  St.  Leger  Carter  three,  71b,,  9 Jib., 
lOJlb.  On  Ardrum,  Lord  Fincastle,  16th  Lancers, 
one,  14.Ub;  Colonel  Sillem  two,  181b.,  lllb,  on  the 
Powdermills  ;  S.  Haynes,  one,  lOlb.  — W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 

Longh  Currane.  etc  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 

Bad  weather  retarded  fishing  up  to  a  few  days  ago. 
The  following  are  details  of  sport  had  since  last 
report: — On  April  12,  Denis  Currane,  one  salmon, 
lOJlb.  On  April  14,  Major  Cresswell,  one,  9pb.  ; 
Mr.  Mason,  one,  lOlb.  On  April  15,  Major  Cress- 
well,  one,  171b.:  Mr.  Mason,  one,  151b.  On  April  16, 
Major  Cress  well,  one,  11  Jib.  On  April  1 8,  Mather 
Healy,  one,  lllb.  Brown  trout  have  afforded  nice 
sport  on  a  couple  of  days. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.— Capital  sport  was  enjoyed  on 
the  lake  during  the  past  week,  amongst  both  salmon 
and  trout,  by  the  anglers  out.  Mr.  H.  H.  Walker 
landed  five  spring ''salmon  of  i21b.,  10|lb.,  101b., 
9Jlb.,  and  9ilb. :  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  MulhoUand  landed 
one  salmon  of  8lb.,  on  April  18;  Mr.  Wren  landed 
one  salmon  of  91b.,  on  April  10;  and  Mr.  G.  Kelly 
landed  another  of  lllb.,  on  April  19,  also  a 
fine  basket  of  seventeen  trout,  weigliing  9|lb. ; 
Mr.  Mulhern  landed  two  trout  (Salmo  jerox) 
of  421b.  and  41b.,  on  April  15.  Trout  rose 
well  to  the  fly,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
took  a  number  of  fine  baskets  of  gillaroos  and 
brown  trout  during  the  past  week:  Mr.  S.  Worthing- 
ton,  Mr.  Worthington,  jun.,  Mr.  W.  and  H.  Lipcett, 
Mr.  P.  Kelly,  Mr.  Morgan,  and  several  other  anglers  ; 
the  baskets  of  trout  taken  contained  from  nine  to 
twenty-two  trout  each.  Sport  at  time  of  writing 
continues  first  rate. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Uloy  (Ballina,  co  Mayo). — A  fair  supply  of 
fish  in  the  pools  during  the  week  Captain 
Ratcliffe  landed  five  kelts  and  hooked  a  spring  fish. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  hooked  some  fish  on  the  upper 
water,  and  the  weirs  got  a  lot  of  fish.  Fishing  on 
the  loughs  was  fair.  Mr.  J.  Scroop,  Mr.  Main,  and 
Colonel  Hewitt  got  some  trout.  Salmon  are  rising 
badly  owing  to  liigh  water.  The  weather  is  a  bit 
settled  now,  and  good  fishing  is  expected. — John 
Devers. 

Moy,  Lougls  Coiin  and  Culleu  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  weather  here  for  the  past  few  days  is 
fine  and  likely  to  continue.  Captain  Ratcliff  landed 
several  kelts  and  lost  a  clean  fish.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson 
landed  several  kelts,  and  had  a  clean  fish  ready  for 
the  net  but  broke  away.  Both  loughs  are  now 
getting  into  good  order,  and  no  doubt  from  the 
high  floods  for  the  past  month  a  number  of  clean 
fish  have  got  into  the  loughs.  Col.  Hewitt  and  Mr. 
Main  got  some  nice  trout.  Mr.  Scroop  also  had 
some  trout. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Poatoon  (Anglers'  Hotel). —  Fishing  is  good 
just  now.  Mr.  Arch  killed  two  salmon  on  April  19, 
weighing  191b.  and  141b.  ;  he  also  killed  several  nice 
trout  during  the  past  thr  e  days,  some  up  to  4lb. 
Mr.  Massop  is  gel  ting  good  trout  fishing;  he  killed 
six  on  the  19th,  very  nice  trout,  some  over  3^1b. 
Messrs.  Levy  and  Linnell  are  getting  good  fly 
fishing ;  they  have  killed  several  good  trout,  some 
41b.  The  water  is  in  good  fisliing  order  now. — 
P.  Healy. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). —  Weather  variable. 
On  Doonass  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  four  salmon, 
14^1b.,  281b.,  251b.,  371b.  On  Hermitage  Mr.  W. 
Piers  Jones  killed  two  salmon,  22^lb.,  271b.;  Mr. 
W.  C.  Jones,  one  salmon,  201b.  On  Newgarden 
Mr.  W.  Piers  Jones  killed  three  salmon,  141b., 
22pb..  llpb.  On  Prospect  fishery  the  Earl  of 
Kingston  killed  one  salmon,  17|lb.  On  Erinagh 
fishery  Mr.  Mackey's  fishermen  killed  one  salmon, 
351b. — J.  Enbioht  and  Son. 

Skibbereen  District  (co.  Cork). — Trout  fishing 
on  the  Shepperton  lakes  was  very  good  during  the 
past  week,  Captain  Power,  R.F.A.,  having  some 


go  i  baskets,  his  best  day  being  twenty  troutJ 
averaging  |lb.  The  rainbows  and  Loch  Levenal 
which  were  put  in  some  time  ago  are  doing  well,! 
and  several  have  been  taken  up  to  ijlb.  On  the] 
Hen  river  trout  fishing  has  been  fairly  good,  but  nol 
salmon  fishing  as  yet. — W.  Haynes  and  Son.  " 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytauz  (April  17). — Since  this  day  week,  so 
far  as  I  know,  there  has  been  no  fishing.  Before 
the  dirty  water  from  the  rain  of  some  previous  wet 
days  had  run  down,  a  very  strong,  hot  foen  wind 
from  the  southward  commenced  to  blow,  and  did  so 
persistently  till  yesterday,  accompanied  by  an ; 
extreme  dryness  of  the  atmosphere  unknown  for 
years  past,  and.  as  a  consequence,  the  visibly 
decreasing  snow  came  down  in  cool  floods,  so  that; 
the  streams  are  all  still  thick.  A  change  has  now; 
set  in,  and  low,  heavy  clouds  obscure  the  mountains, '. 
while  the  lake  is  flat  calm,  showing  the  muddy' 
colour  of  the  Rhone  water  at  its  opposite  side.  No 
one  has  been  heard  to  boast  of  the  least  attempt  at 
angling.  As  the  spi'ing  greens  are  well  forward,  let 
us  hope  for  better  things. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Penzance. — Good  sport  whifiSng  for  pollack  with 
red  rubber  sand-eel  as  bait.  The  fish  run  a  very  good 
size.  Moderate  sport  rod  fishing  from  piers.  Ground 
fishing  slight.— J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Spring  pollack  have  at  last  arrived, 
and  large  quantities  are  being  taken  along  the 
inside  of  the  breakwater  and  also  on  the  outside, 
near  the  buoys,  where  the  rocks  are.  They  are 
taking  the  red  spinning  sand-eel,  and  also  the 
natural  worm,  the  former  when  the  boat  is  being 
rowed,  and  the  latter  when  at  anchor,  or  drifting. 
Some  very  large  fish  were  taken  on  Monday,  but  the 
general  run  so  far  are  about  21b.  A  gentleman 
staying  here  from  London  has  been  having  good 
sport  with  the  mackerel.  He  had  a  good  catch  on 
Saturday,  and  brought  me  in  one  which  weighed 
nearly  21b.  If  the  present  weather  lasts  fish  of  all 
kinds  will  be  plentiful.  It  may  be  news  for  the 
pier  fishermen  to  know  that  the  mullet  are  feeding 
well  at  the  Great  Western  Docks. — W.  Heardeu 
(B.S.A.S.).   


Jlssoctafiotts,  cfc. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society.  • 
Much  business  was  transacted  at  a  special  meeting 
of  the  committee — Mr.  Robert  Snare  presiding — • 
held  at  the  Broad-street  Restaurant  on  April  19,  a 
very  pleasant  "  ordinary  meeting,"  at  which  Mr.  T. 
Gilbert  took  the  chair,  being  held  later  on.  Pro- 
spective arrangements  of  the  society  were  discussed, 
and  again  there  were  several  appUcations  and 
nominations  for  membership,  ballots  for  which  will 
come  before  the  society  on  May  3  next.  Mr.  Wood- 
ruff, secretary  of  the  A. A.,  was  present,  receiving  a 
cordial  welcome,  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening 
giving  some  interesting  particulars  as  to  the  Asso- 
ciation's work  and  results,  also  regarding  the 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Fund.  As  the  C.L.P.S.  pro- 
gramme for  the  cm-rent  season  is  not  yet  in  the 
hands  of  members,  it  was  announced  that  on  May  3 
next  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  the  esteemed  hon.  treasm-er, 
will  read  an  interesting  paper,  entitled,  "  Memories 
of  the  Past  and  Anticipations  of  the  Future,"  accom- 
panied by  illustrations  not  only  pictorial  -but  also 
musical,  the  latter  both  vocal  and  instrumental, 
this  occasion  being  of  course  a  "  ladies'  night." — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Gill  presided  at  the  usual  weekly  meeting 
on  April  19.  The  "  National "  competition  on 
Loch  Leven  was  discussed  and  adjourned  to  April 
26.  Members  interested  should  attend  that  even- 
ing. A  discussion  took  place  on  "  Suitable  Flies  for 
Chesham,"  and  small  but  capitally-tied  collections 
were  lent  by  Mr.  Holland,  of  Winchester,  and 
Messrs.  Carter  &  Co.  Mr.  Thonger,  a  former 
member,  also  showed  some  perfect  imitations  of 
natural  insects  tied  to  illustrate  the  dressings  as 
given  in  Mr.  Walker's  book,  "  Old  Fhes  in  New 
Dressings."  Several  new  members  were  proposed. 
Several  nice  ti'out  have  been  taken  at  Chesham,  Mr. 
S.  Gowing  taking  one  of  lib.  14oz.  and  Mr.  A.  J. 
Saunders  a  very  handsome  fish  of  just  over  lib.  Dr, 
Spencer  had  a  quantity  of  trout  from  private  water, 
his  largest  going  lib.  2oz.,  Mr.  Bowman  some  nice 
ones  from  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  Gill  seven  fine  trout. 
Mr.  Emery  promised  to  give  the  society  further 
particulars'  of  the  casting  tournament  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  in  July  next  week. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

The'annual  general  meeting  on  April  20  was  well 
attended,  and  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  efficiently  presided. 
The  balance-sheet  and  report  for  season  1903-4 
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were  submitted  and  approved.  They  showea  the 
society  to  be  in  a  sounder  position  in  all  respects 
than  at  the  preceding  annual  meeting.  The  election 
of  officers  for  the  ensuing  sea^son  resulted  as 
follows  : — Vice-presidents,  Messrs.  F.  J.  Hudd,  P.  J. 
Jageis,  and  Dr.  A.  Mitchell ;  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  T. 
Attwood  ;  librarian,  Mr.  G.  Rayner  ;  curator,  Mr. 
C.  L.  Scholefield  ;  secretary,  Mr.  G.  Westrup ;  com- 
mittee, Messrs.  G.  Parsons,  H.  Dunn,  T.  A.  Saunders, 
J.  C.  Webb,  A.  Smith,  and  T.  A.  Shaw.  The 
reputed  31b.  6oz.  roach  taken  from  the  South- 
ampton Society's  water  has  been  pronoimced  by 
the  authorities  at  South  Kensington  to  be  a  chub. 
Xo  reports  of  successful  trout  angling  have  been 
submitted.— G.  W. 

HOLLOWAY  AilGLnSTG  SOCIETY. 

On  April  14  the  first  annual  dinner  of  the 
HoUoway  A.S.  took  place  at  the  Coach  and  Horses 
Hotel,  HoUoway-road.  About  fifty  anglers  and 
their  friends  celebrated  the  event,  and  the  prizes 
were  presented  to  the  successful  members. 

PiscATOEi.iL  Society. 
ilr.  Robert  Bradford  presided  with  liis  accus- 
tomed geniality  over  tbe  meeting  on  April  18.  •«<  It 
appeared  that  the  headquarters  at  Newbury  had 
been  filled  to  overflowing  at  the  week-end  ^  with 
members  wlio  hadjbeen  down  for  the  Grannom 
fishing.  So  far  as  recorded,  the  rise,  or  rather  the 
fishing  while  the  rise  was  on,  was  a  failure,  as  has 
so  often  been  the  case.  The  fly  was  up  on  Wed- 
nesday, and  on  Friday  the  chairman  landed  with 
the  artificial  two  brace  of  small  fish  and  retiu'ned 
them.  On  Saturday  there  were  a  good  many 
capable  rods  at  work,  and  at  noon  the  green  tail  was 
out  in  quantity  with  a  large  hatch  of  medium 
Olives.  The  trout,  however,  w^ere  completely  ofi 
the  feed  ;  nothing  seemed  to  tempt  them,  and  only 
one  and  a  half  brace  of  retainable  fish  were  basketed. 
Colonel  Graham  Gordon  and  Messrs.  H.  T.  Shering- 
ham  and  H.  A.  Rolt  had  a  trout  apiece,  all  well  over 
lib.  in  weight.  Five  or  six  brace  of  small  ones  were 
landed  and  returned.  The  next  day  iAie  Grannom 
was  on  the  water  at  8  a.m.,  and  the  rise  was  dis- 
tinctly good,  but  sport  was  worse  even  than  on  the 
previous  day.  Only  a  brace  of  respectable  fish 
were  creeled,  ilr.  H.  A.  Rolt  had  a  nice  one  of 
lib.  6oz.,  and  Mr.  C.  Ruddle  one  of  lib.  The 
weather  could  not  have  been  improved  upon  ;  the 
water  was  perfection  ;  the  wind  was  southerly  and 
westerly,  but  for  some  occult  reason  the  trout  did 
nothing  but  bulge  at  the  nymph.  Hence  the  gold- 
ribbed  Hare's  Ear  accounted  for  several  fish,  in- 
cluding the  heaviest  one  taken.  The  Grannom  and 
Alder  were  the  successful  flies  in  the  case  of  the 
remaining  ones  taken.  It  may  be  mentioned  that 
Mr.  Robert  Blundell  has  presented  a  handsome 
bookcase  to  the  headquarters  at  Newbury.  If  any 
member  has  an  odd  volume  or  two  on  angling  or 
any  other  sport  for  which  he  has  no  further  use, 
room  can  easily  be  found  for  it  on  the  shelves  of  the 
lion,  treasurer's  generous  gift.  At  Uxbridge  there 
had  been  nothing  done,  nor  had  any  sizeable  fish 
been  captured  on  the  Kennet,  where  the  Grannom 
had  been  well  up.  On  private  water  Mr.  A.  C. 
Poole  had  some  trout  (spinning)  up  to  lib.  Soz.  in 
weight. — Hon.  Sec. 


PFovineial  Anglliig  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning: 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM^ AND  DISTRICT. 

A  general  meeting  of  tlie  delegates  of  the  Bir- 
mingham A,ssociation  was  held  on  Thursday  evening 
(April  14).    The  meeting  was  fully  attended,  as 

■  nly  a  small  number  of  the  clubs  were  not  repre- 

■  II ted.  The  chief  item  on  the  agenda  was  to  take 
jiito  consideration  the  advisability  of  increasing 
the  members'  subscription  to  the  a.s.sociation  from 
fourpence  to  sixpence  per  annum.    The  matter  has 

!en  before  the  clubs  for  the  past  three  months. 
Some  of  the  clubs  opposed  the  motion,  but  1 
-in   pleased  to  say  that    the    majority  were  in 

ivour  of  it,  and  after  a  prolonged  discission,  the 
K.solution  was  carried  by  a  largo  majority.  Now 
Mie  close  scasfm  is  with  us  the  clubs  are  making 
I  heir  arrangements  for  their  annual  contests,  but  I 
would  advise  them  to  fix  their  dates  for  rivers  after 
the  mowing  grass  has  been  cut,  as  there  has  been  a 
little  trouble  in  the  past  with  the  farmers,  and  some 
little  damage  has  been  done  which  has  caused  some 
little  unpleasantness.  Some  of  the  clubs  have  been 
wise  in  fixing  their  opening  contests  in  the  canals. 
The  Vulcan  Society  (late  .Justice)  have  decided  to 
h  their  contest  in  the  canal  at  Bearley  under  the 

■  porvLsion  of  Mr.  T.  Atkins,  on  June  26  next, 
ifider  association  rules.  This  canal  should  be  well 
(latronised  when  the  season  opens.  Complaints 

ro  k>eing  made  by  the  Shrewsbury  Anglers  against 

no  netting  of  the  Severn  by  persons  without  per- 


mission of  the  riparian  owners.  This  is  a  matter 
that  should  bo  looked  into,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
hear  that  the  local  clubs  have  taken  the  matter  up. 
Trout  fishing  on  the  Severn  above  Arley  and  up  to 
Shrewsbury  has  been  very  fair.  Tlio  fish  are  in 
decent^condition,  but  they  are  rather  small.  Little 
has  been  done  near  to  Birmingham,  but  a  few  fish 
have  been  taken  from  the  Blythe.  The  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  have  made  arrangements 
to  hold  a  concert  at  the  Gaiety  Concert  Hall  on 
May  1,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  society. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  April  19  the  Universal  A. A.,  the  oldest  estab- 
lished fisliing  club  in  Hull,  lield  its  thirty-second 
annual  meeting  at  3,  North  Wall,  in  the  Old  Town, 
the  founder,  Mr.  J.^Cheeseman,  being  in  the  chair, 
when  the  officers  for  1904  were  elected  as  follows  : — 
President,  Mr.  William  Pliillipson  ;  vice-president, 
Mr.[John  Cheeseman  ;  treasurer,  Mr.  C.  Allon  ;  and 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Stocks.  The  following  con- 
stitute the  committee  : — Messrs.  J.  R.  Ward,  R. 
King,  J.  Hodgson,  W.  Cheeseman,  William  Hall, 
and  T.  H.  Foster.  Mr.  T.  H.  Foster  is  the  winner 
of  the  gold  medal  for  most  points  during  the  past 
season,  which  was  presented  to  him.  The  next 
meeting  is  on  May  3,  and  the  society  will  open  their 
season  by  holding  a  sweepstake  on  Whit  Monday  on 
the  river  Hull  at  Dimswell,  and  at  which  place  our 
first  big  event  of  the  season  takes  place  this  Satur- 
day afternoon.  The  river  is  in  grand  condition, 
and  the  weather  has  been  splendid  during  the  week, 
consequently  prospects  are  very  good.  In  various 
parts  of  the  river  some  nice  trout  have  been  taken, 
but  chiefly  by  worm  fishing,  although  I  hear  of  a 
fine  brace  of  nice  fish  being  secured  with  fly  in  the 
upper  districts,  about  Driffield  and  Frodingham. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  weekly  report  from  the  Bollin  states  that 
river  as  being  in  excellent  order,  and  an  increased 
number  of  insects  on  the  water.  Trout  are  rising 
freely  on  warm  evenings.  Nothing  is  reported  of 
recent  catches,  so  perhaps  they  are  not  very  heavy. 
An  old  hand  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
Grannom  is  now  well  worth  a  trial,  for  in  fact  the 
natiural  insect  is  on  in  quantities  on  various  waters. 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  see  Mr.  J.  Reynolds  once  more  in . 
office  at  Liverpool,  where  he  takes  the  chair  of  the 
local  centre  of  the  N.A.  A.,  vacated  by  Mr.  T.  Taylor. 
The  Edgehill  anglers  are  doing  their  best  to  improve 
their  private  waters.  The  Norwood  A.S.  have  a 
spirited  policy,  but  it  is  not  yet  public  property. 
The  Nelson  A.S.  have  a  contest  to  decide  to-day. 
The  dimensions  of  Walton's  fishing  bag,  which  at 
present  is  creating  so  much  interest,  do  not  lead 
rods  in  this  county  to  think  the  great  Izaak  had 
many  fish  to  carry  home  in  addition  to  his  ordinary 
tackle. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Two  important  meetings  are  announced  for 
Monday  next  by  the  Sun  A.S.,  Hulme,  and  the 
Royal  Oak  A.S.,  Pendleton.  It  is  an  open  secret 
that  both  of  these  societies  are  determined  to  go 
ahead  and  be  heard  from  in  the  present  season.  A 
tale  is  going  round  about  some  city  rods  and  a  large 
trout.  The  said  fish  was  seen,  and  such  efforts  put 
forth  to  capture  it  as  would  make  a  fine  tale  for 
Carter  Platts.  Every  fly  already  mounted  was 
tried  by  one  rod  after  another,  flies  were  changed, 
but  it  would  not  respond  to  any  of  them.  At  last 
it  drifted  within  reach  of  a  landing  net  and  thus 
caught,  when  to  the  disgust  of  the  party  it  was 
found  to  be  blind.  All  names  are  of  com-se  sup- 
pressed, but  it  is  all  the  same  strictly  true,  and  from 
the  mouth  of  one  of  the  party.  The  success  of  Mr. 
Malpass  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  is  pleasing  to  his  many 
friends  in  this  city,  who  hope  he  will  smash  all  his 
previous  records.  The  Board  of  Management  of  tlie 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  held  their  annual  meeting  in 
this  city  last  evening. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  anglers  have  been  favoured  with  finer  and 
warmer  weather,  and  on  the  Dover  Beck,  Smite,  and 
Greet  some  nice  fish  have  been  creeled  by  privileged 
rods.  Tlie  takes  are  limited,  and  it  is  right  that 
tliey  should  be  in  order  to  keep  up  the  supply. 
Visitors  to  the  Greet  mouth  are  reported  to  have 
enjoyed  sport  occasionally,  and  they  are  said  to 
have  hooked  a  number  of  eels  whilst  the  bait — the 
worm — was  reclining  on  the  bottom.  Eel  fishers 
have  scored  between  Beeston  weirs  and  Lenton 
Lane  end,  and  the  question  arises,  can  eels  be 
retained  during  the  close  season  ?  I  am  informed 
they  cannot ;  in  fact,  angling  for  eels  is  provided 
for,  or  rather  against,  by  Section  1  of  49  Vict.,  cap. 
2.  Eel  fishing  often  leads  to  the  hooking  and 
retention  of  other  fish.  News  is  again  extremely 
scarce  from  the  upper  roaches  of  the  Trent,  and  no 
one  so  far  seems  to  have  cast  a  line  for  the  salmon 
said  to  have  reached  Shardlow  and  ICing's  Mills. 
1  The  river  underwent  a  rise  of  about  a  foot  on 


Saturday,  and  there  was,  of  course,  more  colour  in 
tlio  tributaries.  Flies  are  now  hatching  out  in 
abundance,  and  both  dace  and  chub  are  nightly 
rising  freely  to  thoin  in  the  streams  and  other  swift 
flowing  currents. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  during  the  wcok  has  been  much 
better  for  the  angler,  warm  and  bright,  and  there 
are  a  nice  lot  of  flies  hatched  out.  A  strong  westerly 
wind  has  been  blowing — far  too  much  far  the  fly 
fisherman — still  some  rods  were  out,  but  little  sport 
was  had,  although  the  rivers  were  all  in  splendid 
condition.  The  best  sport  was  had  with  the 
minnow  and  worm.  A  very  fine  trout  was  taken 
in  Doverdale  Brook,  and  in  another  stream  Mr.  G. 
Smith  caught  a  couple  of  brace  weighing  3jlb.,  Mr. 
George  two  and  a  half  brace  weighing  2,Jlb.  »Tho 
Teme  hsis  been  tried  in  several  parts,  but  the  take 
of  trout  far  from  satisfactory.  One  of  our  noted 
anglers,  Mr.  Thompson,  fishing  this  river  at  Knights- 
ford  Bridge,  had  the  good  fortune  to  hook  and, 
after  a  prolonged  struggle,  land  a  fine  salmon  of 
181b.  This  same  gentleman  caught  the  7^1b.  trout 
that  is  now  on  view  in  the  fisheries'  department  of 
the  Trades  Exhibition,  Bingley  Hall,  Birmingham. 
There  have  been  a  very  fair  number  of  salmon 
caught  in  the  Severn  by  the  nets,  some  of  large 
size.  One  grand  fish,  e.xtra  good  in  shape  and 
quality,  was  taken  by  J.  Jenkins,  44in.  by  23in., 
weighing  321b.,  which  was  exhibited  at  Mr.  Thorpe's, 
fishmonger,  and  was  much  admired.  Another  32- 
pounder  was  captured  by  Mr.  P.  Clarke  at  L^pton- 
on-Severn,  and  was  in  grand  condition. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Saturday  (April  16)  a  small  angling  party 
from  York  visited  CrombeBeck,  near  Castle  Howard, 
and  fished  for  trout.  Mr.  Ashwell  managed  to  catch 
a  decent  brace — the  largest  fish  weighing  li-lb. — 
with  worm  as  bait.  Bedale  Beck  is  in  good  con- 
dition. Last  week-end  there  was  successful  trout 
angling  in  the  water  at  Leeming  Bridge,  when 
Mr.  William  Slinger  caught  seven  fine  fish,  and 
a  York  rodman  managed  half  a  dozen  trout 
weighing  4Jlb.  Home-comers  from  Wharfedale 
report  a  great  imprpvement  in  sport  with  the  trout. 
The  Swale  has  yielded  fine  catches  in  the  floods 
above  Richmond,  panniers  up  to  thirty  trout  having 
been  made  with  the  worm.  The  Brown  Fly  is  now 
to  be  seen  on  the  water.  Besides  trout,  tench, 
bleak,  flounders,  barbel,  and  eels,  in  addition  to 
pike  and  other  March  fish,  may  be  caught  in  suitable 
waters  this  month.  The  agitation  among  the  York 
coarse  fish  anglers  for  a  rod  tax  is  not  meeting  with 
unqualified  approval  outside  the  old  city,  and 
when  the  discussion  of  the  Bill  which  has  been 
drafted  comes  on  at  the  Tliree  Cranes  Hotel,  Sheffield, 
on  May  7,  a  warm  debate  between  the  delegates  is 
anticipated. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  is  now  very  fine  generally  speaking 
throughout  the  country,  and  angUng  is  now  being 
carried  on  imder  pleasant  conditions  on  lake  and 
river,  though  sport  has  not  shown  a  very  decided 
improvement  at  many  places.  The  outlook  all 
round,  however,  is  much  improved.  Salmon  ai-e 
arriving  pretty  freely  in  all  tlie  principal  waters, 
but  very  little  has  been  seen  of  sea-trout  anywhere 
up  to  time  of  writing.  Brown  trout  are  now- yielding 
good  sport,  especially  on  the  Kerry  lakes.  Sea 
anghng  has  opened  at  a  few  places,  but  sport  has 
not  been  up  to  the  mark.  Mackerel  have  arrived 
in  vast  shoals  off  the  coast  at  Waterville,  Darrynane, 
Ballycotton,  Castletown,  and  Valentia,  and  the 
fishing  smacks  are  getting  good  hauls  of  them  at 
all  those  places,  but  prices  have  not  been  as  good 
as  usual. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS.- 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 

by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 

and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 

27,417.  Patentees:  C.  Wyers  and  O  Wyers,  30, 
Quai  du  Louvre,  Paris.  Reels  and  winches, 
rod.  The  reel  is  perfectly  free  to  revolve 
without  any  movement  of  the  winding 
apparatus,  but  immediately  the  handle 
is  turned  the  reel  is  automatically  thrown 
into  gear.  The  winding-gear  consists  of 
spur-wheels  rotated  by  the  handle.  The 
pinion  is  a  sliding  fit  on  the  spindle,  and 
is  brought  into  gear  with  the  reel  by  a 
pin  driven  into  the  spindle,  the  projecting 
ends  of  the  pin  engaging  in  a  slot  cut  in 
the  pinion.  The  pinion  is  pressed  out  of 
gear  by  the  wedge-shaped  end  of  a  thumb- 
lever.  Immediately  the  handle  is  turned 
a  pin  fixed  in  the  wheel  forces  the  lever 
back,  and  the  pinion  is  then  brought  into 
gear  with  the  other  pin  by  the  sprmg.  A 
brake  engages  with  a  certain  portion  of 
the  spindle. 
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^offings  bp  the  iSap. 

"  There  is  nothing  of  which  we  are  so  liberal  as  of 
advice.''' — Rochefoucauld. 


On  Tuesday  evening,  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  West- 
cliff,  the  South-East  Essex  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
held  a  well  attended  meeting,  Alderman  Ingram 
presiding.  The  chairman,  in  opening  the  meeting, 
said  that  the  society  ought  to  feel  very  much  en- 
couraged at  having  so  many  ladies  present,  their 
previous  meetings  being  nearly  wholly  attended  by 
the  gentlemen  members.  A  telegram  waa  read  from 
two  members  at  present  in  Amsterdam,  wishing  the 
meeting  success.  Mr.  Buckle,  the  assiduous  secretary, 
announced  that  though  the  society  was  not  founded 
for  the  object  of  winning  prizes  a  competition  would 
take  place  in  a  few  weeks'  time  ;  three  prizes  would 
be  offered,  namely,  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  medals. 
Mr.  J.  F.  Bursill,  F.R.  Hist.  S.,  well-known  to  our 
readers  as  "  Felix  Penne,"  gave  an  interesting 
illustrated  lecture,  in  which  he  advocated  that  the 
angler  should  be  a  student  of  nature,  an  historian 
and  an  antiquarian,  illustrating  how  he  might  thus 
fill  in  blank  days.  During  the  evening  Mrs.  Clench, 
Mr.  R.  Dawson  and  Miss  Shedden  entertained  the 
audience  with  songs  and  pianoforte  solos.  Many 
splendid  views  of  Norway  and  Holland  were  shown, 
and  the  young  society  is  to  be  congratulated  upon 
having  such  splendid  headquarters. 


The  39th  annual  dinner  of  the  Silver  Trout 
Angling  Society,  Nags  Head  Hotel,  James-street, 
Covent  Garden,  W.C.,  will  take  place  on  May  17. 
Chairman,  Mr.  F.  J.  Williams  ;  vice-chair,  Mr.  A. 
Abrahams. 


By  the  Sea. 

Beautiful  stones  upon  the  beach. 

Beautiful  sand  amid  the  stones 

Brick-red,  slate,  and  lichen-green, 

Beautiful  sunlit  diamonds  seen  ; 

Beautiful  sand-hills,  green  and  brown. 

Beautiful  sheen  of  the  silver  sea. 

Beautiful  murmur  of  waves  to  me  ; 

Beautiful  sky  of  clouds  and  blue. 

Beautiful  waves  when  the  sun  breaks  through — 

Golden  dazzle  and  leaden  hue  ! 

Beautiful  haze  in  ths  dreamy  sky  ; 

Beautiful  slumbering  sails  outspread. 

Black  as  the  storm-cloud  overhead; 

Beautiful  earth  and  sky  and  sea, 

Whisper  your  beautiful  message  to  me. 

— Harold  Johnson. 


The  programme  of  the  sumnier  session  of  the 
British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  is  as  follows  : — On 
April  27,  paper,  ■' Railing,"  by  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  ; 
May  4,  paper,  "ISass  and  Mullet  Fishing  at  Margate," 
by  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm  :  May  11,  Life-saving  demon- 
stration ;  May  18,  ordinary  meeting — discussion  of 
Whitsuntide  fishing  ;  May  25,  no  meeting  ;  June  1, 
ordinary  meeting  and  discussion  ;  Jime  S,  exhibition 
of  tackle  used  in  surface  fishing  ;  June  15,  paper, 
"  Management  of  Small  Boats,"  by  Mr.  H.  Edwards  ; 
June 22, discussion,  "Pollack  andCoalfish"  ;  Jv.me29, 
discussion,  "  Bream  and  Mackerel." 


On  Thiu-sday,  April  28,  at  8  p.m.,  a  lecture  will  be 
delivered  to  tlie  members  of  the  Old  Scholars'  Asso- 
ciation and  their  friends  at  the  Addey  and  Stanhope 
School,  New  Cross-road,  S.E.  (near  Deptford 
Broadway),  on  "  Dean  Stanhope :  His  Life  and 
Works,"  by  A.  E.  Salter,  D.Sc,  B.Sc.  Lond.  The 
chair  will  be  taken  by  Coimcillor  B.  J.  Jacob,  Esq., 
Cliairinau  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 


To  all  whom  it  may  concern — and  it  concerns 
many — I  have  \ust  received  a  note  from  Mr.  J. 
Wright,  whose  address  is  now  "  Dalmeny,"  Queen 's- 
road,  Burnham-on-Crouch.  He  says  :— "  There  are 
some  small  codling  coming  iuto  the  river,  and  there 
must  be  a  nice  lot  of  sole-?,  slips  and  dabs  about  now, 
or  the  dredger-men  whilst  at  work  dredging  for 
oysters  would  not  catch  so  many  us  they  are  doing, 
both  in  the  Roach  and  Crouch.  I  heard  the 
nightingale  on  April  17.  It  is  delightful  to  walk 
along  the  lanes  and  through  the  fields  now,  for  the 
air  is  full  of  bird  song,  most  notable  being  the  thrush 
and  blackbird,  whilst  a  little  later  the  'jug,  jug,  jug,' 
and  watijiing  of  the  nightingale's  sweet  song  will  be 
heard." 


A  Great  Gudgeon. — Mr.  Pennant  remarks  that 
the  few  gudgeon  which  are  caught  in  the  Konnet 
and  Coin  are  three  times  the  weight  of  those  found 
elsewhere.  The  largest  ever  heard  of  weighed  ilb. 
It  waa  caught  near  Uxbridgc.  [Probably  a  young 
barbel.— Eu.  F.G.i 


The  twenty-ninth  annual  dinner  of  the  Anchor 
and  Hope  Angling  Society  was  held  at  the  head- 
quarters, the  Woolpack,  Bermondsey-street,  S.E., 
on  Monday  evening  last.  It  was  a  most  enjoyable 
function,  and  an  unqualified  succe3.s.  The  president, 
Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen,  occupied  the  chair,  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Henry  Cust,  M.P.,  Alderman  T.  Cox, 
Councillors  G.  H.  Shepherd  and  W.  C.  Bessell,  Dr. 
Tucker,  Mr.  H.  C.  Owen,  and  a  host  of  members 
and  visitors.  An  excellent  dinner  was  served,  to 
the  evident  satisfaction  of  all  pre.sent.  A  capital 
programme  of  toast  and  song  was  well  sustained. 
Mr.  Henry  Cust.  M.J'.,  in  replying  to  the  toast  of 
"The  Visitors,"  gave  some  very  interesting  details 
of  fishing  in  Scotland,  with  some  capital  sea  fishing 
stories  thrown  in.  "  Health  to  our  President  "  was 
accorded  musical  homurs,  and  God  Save  the  King 
concluded  a  most  successful  and  pleasant  evening. 


A  FISH  hatchery,  says  the  Liverpool  Daily  Courier, 
which  when  completed  will  be  one  of  the  largest  in 
the  kingdom,  is  being  established  in  the  Glyn 
Valley,  Chirk,  by  a  private  company.  The  water 
for  hatching  purposes  is  taken  from  a  spring  called 
Batliwell,  which  is  situated  in  Chirk  Castle  Park, 
about  200  yards  from  the  fishery.  It  yields  a  con- 
tinuous volume  of  about  500  gallons  per  minut?. 
The  hatching  house,  when  completely  equipped, 
will  be  capable  of  incubating  over  l,000,00it  trout 
eggs  at  one  time.  The  hatchery  is  already  well 
stocked  with  Loch  Leven  trout,  Sahno  fario,  and 
other  species,  and  there  are  00,000  eggs  of  fario  and 
rainbow  trout  in  the  process  of  hatching.  A  scheme 
is  under  contemplation  for  stocking  lakes  in  North 
Wales  for  fi.shing. 


Rod  and  Reel. 

Will  the  writer  of  these  pleasant  lines  which 
appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  six  years  ago 
kindly  send  his  address  to  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  ? 

A  THOUSAND  rills  from  a  hundred  hiUs 

Come  tumbling  merrily  down, 
And  they  change  the  hue  of  the  stream  so  blue 

To  a  rich  and  beautiful  brown. 
'Tis  the  colour  the  angler  loves  to  see 

In  the  waters  that  past  him  glide  ; 
And  he  merrily  sings  as  his  line  he  flings 

On  the  breaat  of  the  sparkling  tide. 

CHOBUS. 

Hurrah  for  the  loch  and  the  stream ! 
Hurrah  for  the  rod  and  the  reel ! 

Hurrah  for  the  hills. 

The  rippling  rills, 
And  the  well-filled  willow  creel ! 

Some  may  lightly  laugh,  they  know  not  half 

The  joy  that  anglers  feel 
When  the  line  goes  swish,  with  the  bolting  fish, 

And  whirr  goes  the  spinning  reel. 
And  when,  on  the  banks  of  the  pebbly  beach, 

One  lands  his  silvery  foe. 
He  feels  like  a  knight  who  in  hard  won  fight 

Has  stricken  his  enemy  low. 

Chorus — Then  hurrah,  etc. 

Hurrah  for  the  burns,  with  twists  and  turns. 

Where  the  lurking  black  trout  lie 
So  quiet  ajid  cool,  in  the  still  dark  pool. 

And  snap  at  the  glancing  fly. 
W^here  the  mountain  breeze,  so  cool  and  sweet, 

Blows  fresh  o'er  hill  and  sea  ; 
Where  the  lav' rock  sings  till  the  welkin  rings, 

Oh,  that's  the  spot  for  me. 

Chorus— Then  hurrah,  etc. 
Grantown-on-Spey.  H.ames  Ho. 


Journalism  (says  the  Echo)  is  a  profession  most 
ardently  regarded  by  present-day  women  with  a 
working  career  before  them.  To  the  iminitiated  there 
appears  a  wonderful  simplicity  in  the  art  of  writing, 
and  even  to  those  with  a  special  aptitude  for  original 
and  interesting  ideas  there  have  been,  in  the  past, 
serious  drawbacks  in  the  lack  of  readable  grammar 
and  technique  generally.  The  new  School  of  Jour- 
nalism for  Women,  started  at  8  and  9,  Johnson's- 
coui't,  Fleet-street,  under  the  management  of  Miss 
Cartwright,  Will  be  a  special  boon  to  would-be  writers 
conscious  of  their  need  of  training.  It  will  put  an 
end  once  and  for  all  to  the  useless  appeal  to  much- 
worried  editors,  and  equally  worried  aspirants  who 
have  no  means  of  knowing  whether  or  no  they  have 
the  necessary  qualifications  of  a  journalist.  The 
curriculum  of  the  school  includes  reporting,  story- 
writing,  musical  criticism,  reviewing,  fashion  work, 
sub-editing,  proof-correcting,  etc.,  and  the  training 
is  altogether  such  as  will  speedily  prove  the  aptitude 
of  the  would-be  journalist. 


Oua  interesting  contemporary,  the  Hour  Glass, 
says  : — "  During  a  feast  which  he  gave  not  long  ago 
the'Emperor  of  Korea  had  the  misfortune  to  break  a 
tooth.  His  august  Majesty  at  once  threw  the  chief 
cook  and  all  the  latter's  assistants  into  prison.  A 
dentist  who  was  touring  the  hermit  kingdom  heard 
of  the  trouble  and  gave  relief  to  the  Royal  sufferer, 
and  was  paid  1000  yen  (about  500dols.)  for  his  ser- 
vices. Then  the  imprisoned  kitchen  force  was  set 
at  liberty,  but  the  chief  cook  vras  sentenced  to  serve 
three  months  without  pay.  The  Emperor  ordered 
another  feast  to  celebrate  the  fact  that  the  Imperial 
jaw  no  longer  ached. 

***** 

"  Everybody  knows  the  fondness  of  the  adult 
Chinese  for  kite  flying.  The  Korean,  however,  puts 
this  pastime  to  a  use  altogether  novel.  When  the 
time  of  good  resolutions  comes  round  at  the  new 
year  the  Korean  writes  on  a  kite  all  his  faults, 
'  Evil  disposition,  impatience,  bad  words,  street 
fights,'  etc.  '  It  was  so  dark,'  says  one  American 
residing  in  Korea,  relating  such  an  instance,  '  that 
no  kite  could  be  seen,  but  when  he  had  run  the 
string  out  to  its  full  length  he  cut  it  and  let  it  go, 
imagining  that  so  he  had  rid  himself  of  his  enemies 
and  could  begin  the  new  year  with  new  courage." 


The  eel  was  anciently  said  to  possess  the  power 
of  enforcing  sobriety  upon  the  most  devoted 
subject.  "  If  you  would  make  some  notorious 
drunkard  to  loathe  and  abhorre  his  beastly  vice, 
and  for  ever  after  to  hate  the  drinking  of  wine, 
put  an  eele  alive  into  some  wyde-mouthed  bottle 
with  a  cover,  having  in  it  such  a  quantity  of  win© 
as  may  sufficee  of  it  self  to  suffocate  and  strangle 
the  eele  ;  which  done,  take  out  the  dead  eele,  and 
let  the  partie  whom  you  would  have  reclaymed, 
not  knowing  hereof,  drink  of  that  wine  only  as  much 
as  he  listeth." 


TuNNYS  in  Sardinia  weigh  from  1001b.  to  10001b. 
Cetti  asserts  that  some  weigh  18001b;  the  largest 
are  always  males.  Dbagnet. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


On  Wednesday  evening,  April  20,  with  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minchin  in  the  chair,  Mr.  D.  J.  S.  M.  Colquhoun 
Kemp  read  a  paper  on  "  Prizes  :  their  influencs  on 
Sport."  With  his  usual  thoroughness  he  ransacked 
the  dictionaries,  ancient  and  modern,  to  make  sure 
of  a  definition  of  "  prizes,"  finally  fixing  its  mean- 
ing as  being  that  which  is  offered  or  won  in  a  com- 
petition with  competitors.  Rapidly  reviewing  the 
part  they  played  in  the  ancient  games  of  Greece 
and  of  Rome,  in  the  mediajval  jousts  and  tourna- 
ments of  the  knights  and  the  archery  and 
common  games  of  the  people,  he  declared 
that  throughout  that  which  was  offered  and  won 
was  a  prize  of  so  low  an  intrinsic  value  as  not 
to  obscure  the  refulgence  of  the  glory  won  by  the 
successful  competitor.  The  ancient  Greeks  were 
pure — the  laurel  crown,  the  recognition  of  the 
victor  by  the  citizens  upon  his  return,  and  the 
inscription  of  his  name  upon  the  public  monuments 
was  the  prize.  In  Rome,  he  admitted,  degeneracy 
set  in,  gifts  of  great  value  were  added  by  the 
authorities  and  by  pleased  spectators,  but  the  glory 
still  outshadowed  the  gifts.  Similarly  in  later 
times  the  horse  and  armour  of  the  vanquished 
became  the  property  of  the  winner,  and  i*oyal 
grants  of  land  were  at  times  added,  ani  in 
modern  days  he  felt  it  needless  to  enumerate 
the  thousand  and  one  forms  in  which  prizes  had 
become  things  of  often  large  intrinsic  value,  and 
fell  to  the  covetous  pot-hunter,  to  whom  the  honour 
and  glcry  to  be  obtained  had  sunk  to  a  very 
secondary  matter  indeed.  Touching  lightly  upon 
football,  cricket,  racing,  athletics,  and  other  sports 
of  the  day,  he  remarked  that  even  the  gentle  sport 
of  jangling  had  barely  escaped  the  contaminating 
touch.  The  desire  for  cups  and  medals  of  intrinsic 
value,  rods  and  tackle  to  save  the  expenditure 
of  gold  upon  these  and  similar  forms  of  prizes,  had 
manifested  itself.  This  he  deplorad,  and  urged  the 
members  and  committee  of  the  society  to  do  all  in 
their  power  to  limit  the  reward  of  success  to  the 
honour  and  glory  which  should  bo  the  real  prize  of 
their  endeavour.  Nothing  so  surely  injured  the  high 
tone  of  sport  as  the  sacrifice  to  Mammon.  If  cups 
must  be,  let  them  be  for  perpetual  competition,  and 
if  medals  must  be  held  in  evidence,  let  them  be  of 
so  low  an  intrinsic  value  that  no  man  would  care 
for  them  for  their  own  sake.  This  paper  had  the 
merit  of  evoking  a  very  full  discussion.  The 
subject  was  handled  from  every  point  of  view 
The  usual  votes  of  thanks  were  passed,  and  the 
subject  for  next  Wednesday  announced  as  a  paper 
on    Railing,"  bv  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin.  — H.  P. 
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^ofes  from  f^e  ^orf^. 

Spokt  is  reviving,  and  especially  so  on  the  upper 
reaches,  where,  however,  the  snow  still  clings  too 
hard  for  the  season  of  the  j'ear.  Real  genial  heat  is 
wanted. 


My  notes  are  not  often  challenged,  but  now  and 
again  something  occurs  "  to  snuff  me  out,"  but  with 
"  life's  flickering  candle  I  still  grip  the  handle  " — 
in  short,  hold  on. 

Now  a  note  written  on  March  19,  and  criticised  on 
ilarch  31  or  thereabouts,  is  not  fair  to  the  writer. 
Xo  one  knows  that  better  than  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell. 
And  all  not«s  sent  up  are  written  fully  a  week  before 
they  meet  the  eye  of  the  party  offended. 

I  reported  on  March  19  that  sport  was  reviving 
on  the  Spey.  So  it  was  ;  but  it  was  short-lived. 
■'  On  Friday  Duncan  had  one  of  81b.,  Reid  one  of 
841b.,  Sharp  one  of  6Jlb." — three  keepers,  no  gents  ! 
Such  came  to  me  from  the  spot. 

My  note  was  to  point  out  that  all  the  sport  was 
to  the  keepers,  but  by  the  time  the  sportsmen  had 
arrived  on  the  Spey  (or  Dee  for  that  matter)  the 
chance  had  gone  by. 


I  am  not  defending  myself  to  the  Editor,  but  to 
the  public.  Often  I  know,  as  soon  as  the  native 
can  know,  when  there  will  be  a  chance  of  a  fish,  and 
to  help  gentlemen  to  save  time  and  expense  I  often 
give  a  forecast.  Well,  we  all  know  that  it  is  safer 
to  prophesy  after  than  before  the  result.* 


Having  written  a  bit  of  personal  copy,  it  may  be 
a  change  to  keep  to  it,  but  on  the  track  of  others — 
with  all  charity. 

No  man  knows  salmon  better  than  a  man  nearly 
seventy  years  of  age,  who  has  been  daily  in  the 
detective  trade  (inspector  of  salmon  fisheries). 
Should  not  that  man  be  granted  powers  to  destroy 
salmon  with  a  fungoid  disease  on  public  sale  as  well 
as  in  the  river  ? 

Xow,  fungoid  diseased  fish  are  cooked  and  eaten 
every  day.  So  are  kelts  of  a  certain  class — not  the 
so-called  "  silvery  boys,"  but  the  late  spawners, 
or  whatever  else  they  may  be,  and  those  that  pass 
are  sent  all  over  the  country. 

The  bro\t'n  trout  are  now  getting  into  fine  con- 
dition and  rising  to  the  fly  quite  freely.  April  and 
May  provide  the  heaviest  baskets,  but  it  takes 
May  and  June  to  give  really  well-conditioned  fish. 

Mr.  Gordon  has  closed  the  Ellon  Castle  Ythan 
water  for  some  three  weeks  or  so  on  account  of  a 
large  house-party. 

We  have  now  had  two  touches  of  summer  in 
advance  of  spring,  and  three  months  of  winter 
without  any  spring. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne  landed  a  fish  on  the  Ellon  Ythan 
water  last  week  of  81b.,  and  some  dozen  sea-trout. 


The  best  taking  flies  for  the  month  of  April  are 
Hare's  Ear,  March  Brown,  Professor,  Priest  (Silver 
Doctor),  and  for  chance  of  a  finnock  Greenwell's 
Glory,  Red  Palmer,  and  Lord  Saltoun. 

Special  Scotch. 


NATIONAL  TRADES  EXHIBITION. 
SPECIMEN  FISH  EXHIBIT. 

Angling  votaries  in  the  Midlands  have  occasion 
to  be  proud  of  the  Specimen  Fish  Exhibit  now 
proceeding  at  the  Bingley  Hall,  Birmingham,  which 
has,  since  its  inauguration,  been  admitted  to  rank 
with  the  very  best  of  collections  ever  displayed  in 
London  or  the  provinces,  and  this  year  surpa-sses  all 
previous  attempts  of  its  promoters.  A  moderate 
conception  of  the  size  of  the  exhiVjit  may  be  arrived 
at  by  glancing  at  tlie  catalogue,  which  comprises  a 
list  of  something  like  400  cases  of  fresh-water  fish, 
contributed  by  over  250  angling  societies  affiliated 
to  the  Birmingham  and  District  United  Angling 
Assodation  and  the  Provincial  Association  ; 
although  in  faimeSH  to  the  first-named  union  it 
should  be  stated  that  the  greater  number  of  the 
societies  represented  at  the  Bingley  Hall  are 
attached  to  the  Birmingham  and  Di.strict  United 
Angling  Association. 

This  exhibition,  which  was  opened  on  March  24, 

*  1  am  afraid  this  will  not  quite  satisfy  Sir 
Herbert.  Why  doeg  not  "  Special  Scotch  "  mention 
dAtes  when  fiah  he  records  were  killed. — Ed. 


and  continues  to  Juno  4  inclusive,  is  the  venue  of 
anglers  from  all  parts,  who  daily  may  be  seen  in 
groups  discussing  with  a  critical  eye  the  relative 
merits  of  each  species.  The  mounting  and  shading 
of  the  trout  and  perch  are  well  worthy  of  notice, 
and  particularly  is  one's  attention  arrested  Vjy  the 
magnificent  display  of  pike,  which  retains  in  faithful 
likeness  the  sheen  and  delicate  colouring  of  a 
freshly  -  gaffed  fish,  the  artistic  taxidermy  of 
Messrs.  John  Cooper  &  Sons,  London,  and  Mr.  A. 
Ford,  Birmingham,  being  in  evidence  all  along  the 
line. 

Since  the  exhibit  at  the  time  of  writing  has  not 
been  adjudicated  upon,  it  would  be  unwise  and 
premature  perhaps  to  single  out  for  comment  any 
especial  fancies  of  mine  ;  but  it  is  very  obvious  that 
fish — and  there  are  some  of  astonishing  weight — 
captured  in  Irish  waters  will  secure  a  goodly  share 
of  the  awards,  while  local  waters,  which  have  sup- 
plied some  excellent  specimens  of  roach,  perch,  and 
bream,  will  not  fail  to  take  honours.  An  interesting 
feature  of  this  year's  exhibition  is  the  stand  occupied 
by  Messrs.  S.  Thomas  &  Sons,  needle  and  fishing 
tackle  manufacturers,  Redditch,  where  the  visitor 
is  treated  to  an  insight  into  tlie  mysteries  of  rod  and 
reel  construction  in  its  varied  stages — from  the 
rough,  albeit  seasoned,  wood  to  the  finished  article. 

It  is  a  fascinating  education  to  those  other  than 
anglers,  as  is  illustrated  by  the  throng  of  sightseers 
continuously  surging  around  the  stand  to  watch 
Messrs.  Thomas's  skilled  hands  shaping  rods  and 
turning  out  reels  expeditiously  by  means  of  a 
powerful  lathe,  while  at  another  part  of  the  stand 
some  attraction  is  afforded  in  the  art  of  wicker  creel 
making.  Here  a  creel  was  brought  to  my  notice, 
which  appealed  to  me  as  being  a  decided  improve- 
ment on  the  old  type  of  creel  vised  by  the  general 
angler.  It  possesses  a  platform  reserved  for  tackle, 
etc.,  which  fits  inside  the  creel  about  Gin.  below  the 
lid,  and  divides  the  creel  into  two  compartments, 
and  the  aperture  through  which  the  angler  slips  his 
fish  is,  instead  of  being  made  in  the  lid,  placed  at 
the  side  of  the  creel  immediately  below  the  platform, 
the  idea  obviating  any  fear  of  finding  one's  tackle, 
lunch,  and  fish  hopelessly  mixed  up  when  foraging 
time  arrives. 

Messrs.  S.  Thomas  &  Sons  are  also  putting  on  the 
market  a  light  range  of  cane  and  greenheart  rods, 
and  I  can  personally  testify  to  the  remarkable 
strength  of  these  rods  and  their  capability  of  forcing 
out  a  long  line  against  a  moderately  strong  wind 
blowing  down  stream,  varying  in  weight  from  4Joz. 
upwards,  to  compete  against  those  featherweight 
rods  of  which  our  transatlantic  cousins  are  so 
enamoured.  Undoubtedly  this  year's  exhibit  of 
specimen  fish  at  the  Bingley  Hall,  Birmingham,  is 
par  excellence  the  finest  on  record,  and  the  vast  army 
of  anglers  represented  through  the  aforesaid  asso- 
ciations is  to  be  complimented  on  having  got  to- 
gether such  a  unique  and  symbolical  variety  of 
specimen  fi.sh.  Brown  Owl. 


LIMING  THE  LLIEDI  RIVER. 


Although  the  River  Lliedi,  near  Llanelly,  appears 
to  be  used  as  a  cemetery,  we  are  glad  to  see  that  the 
police  object  to  the  fish  in  it  being  killed  by  quick- 
lime. The  following  account  of  a  prosecution  is 
interesting  : — 

Lime  Fishing. 

Thomas  Jones  and  William  John  Lewis  were 
charged  with  putting  lime  in  the  River  Lliedi 
with  intent  to  kill  fish.  Mr.  W.  Howell  defended, 
and  Mr.  T.  R.  Ludford  appeared  to  prosecute  on 
behalf  of  the  Carmarthen  Bay  Fishery.  Superin- 
tendent William  Evans  deposed  that  he  was  autho- 
rised to  take  proceedings  in  these  cases  by  the 
Fishery  Board.  John  Rees  Davies  deposed  that 
on  March  15  he  was  coming  from  the  slaughter- 
house about  3.45  p.m.,  and  saw  the  defendants  at 
the  mill  pond.  Thomas  Jones  was  throwing  lime 
in  the  water  from  a  bucket  (produced).  The  other 
man  was  catching  the  fish,  and  took  eight  or  nine, 
which  were  placed  under  a  sack  at  the  side  of  the 
pond.  Lewis  subsequently  put  the  fish  in  his 
pocket,  but  Thomas  Jones  had  previously  handled 
the  trout,  and  struck  them  on  the  head  with  a  stick. 
Cross-examined  :  He  had  seen  the  Council  men  put 
disinfectants  in  the  river  many  times.  There  were 
some  old  cats  and  dogs  in  the  water,  which  was  very 
dirty.  The  pool  formed  part  of  the  river.  Detective 
Dunn  first  saw  him  abotit  the  matter  in  Market- 
street,  and  took  him  to  see  Police-sergeant  Britten. 
Police-sergeant  Dunn  asked  him  a  lot  of  questions. 
Thomas  John  Gregory  deposed  that  he  saw  the 
defendants  at  the  mill  catching  fish.  They  both 
put  lime  in  the  water  from  a  bucket,  and  then  picked 
out  the  fish.  Cross-examined  :  He  would  only 
expect  to  find  fish  in  the  river  after  a  big  flood. 
Police-sergeant  Britten  deposed  that  on  March  15 
he  was  at  the  Old  Mill,  and  saw  the  pools  limed. 
Jones  was  on  his  knees  on  the  weir  with  a  stick  in 


his  hand  beating  the  water.  He  also  found  the  fish 
produced  floating  close  by.  He  then  called  the 
attention  of  Jones  to  the  bucket  and  pan  of  limo 
close  by.  Jones  was  wet  to  the  knees,  and  said  ho  had 
no  fish.  On  the  following  day  ho  saw  the  defendant 
Lewis,  and  read  over  to  him  the  statements  of  the 
two  last  witnesses.  He  was  then  charged  with 
putting  lime  in  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  killing 
fish,  and  said  he  had  not  been  in  the  river,  and  did 
not  .see  Jones  that  afternoon.  Ho  saw  a  tin  pan, 
but  no  cats,  dogs,  etc.  Cross-examined  :  There 
was  no  dead  cat  in  either  of  the  pools.  He  con- 
sidered the  lads  reliable,  and  believed  that  they 
spoke  the  truth.  He  was  a  native  of  the  town,  but 
did  not  remember  the  building  of  the  reservoir.  The 
pools  where  the  fish  were  caught  were  never  dried  up. 
Mr.  W.  Howell  addressed  the  Bench  at  great  length, 
and  said  that  if  the  Board  of  Conservators  knew  the 
state  of  the  River  Lliedi,  and  the  situation  of  the 
pond,  they  would  not  for  a  moment  agree  to  the 
present  prosecution.  Mr.  Sampson  remarked  that 
liming  a  river  was  not  such  an  innocent  amu-sement 
as  it  might  appear  to  be,  and  the  damage  done  was 
not  easily  ascertained.  Under  the  circumstances, 
the  Bench  felt  that  they  must  make  an  example. 
One  thing  in  favour  of  the  defendants  was  that  they 
did  not  in  any  way  conceal  their  conduct,  every- 
thing being  done  openly,  and  taking  these  circum- 
stances into  consideration,  they  would  impose  a  fine 
of  27s.  3d.,  including  costs. 


GALWAY  BOARD  OF  CONSERVATORS. 


At  the  quarterly  meeting  on  April  9  the  following 
resolution  was  proposed  by  the  chairman,  seconded 
by  Lord  Killanin,  and  carried  unanimously : — 
"  That  the  Board  of  Conservators  at  this,  its  first, 
meeting  since  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Miller,  desires 
to  put  on  record  its  sense  of  the  great  services 
which  he  has  rendered  to  it  during  the  long  period 
of  his  membership.  Mr.  Miller,  who  was  born  and 
brought  up  at  Errol  on  the  Tay,  had  from  his  youth 
upwards  the  strongest  intere^t  in  fishery  matters, 
and  as  the  lessee  of  the  Gal  way  Fishery  acquired  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  rivers  of  the  Conservators' 
district  unsurpassed  by  any  observer.  Succeeding 
to  Mr.  Buiat,  he  superintended  the  pioneer  salmon 
breeding  operations  which  were  artificially  carried 
on  in  the  Galway  disti  ict  by  Mr.  Ashworth,  and  was 
after  persona'ly  referred  to  by  Mr.  Frank  Buckland 
in  his  essays  on  this  subject.  He  was  instrumental 
in  surveying  and  mapping  the  productive  and  non- 
productive portions  of  the  river  in  the  Corrib  basin, 
and  the  result  obtained  is  the  basis  of  all  our 
present  knowledge.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  of 
the  meetings  of  this  Board  up  to  the  time  of  his 
illness,  and  always  took  a  leading  part  in  the 
organisation  of  the  Board's  bailiffs  and  the  general 
conservation  of  the  district.  The  Board  would  at 
the  same  time  offer  its  condolence  to  Mrs.  Miller  in 
her  sad  bereavement." 

W.  N.  Milne,  Hon.  Clerk. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebftor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

FLY  VERSUS  OTHER  METHODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  much  struck  by  the  two 
letters  on  this  subject  from  Peter  Alison  and  "  Silver 
and  Blue."  The  former's  letter  is  practical  and 
moderate,  and  I  entirely  agree  with  him. 

Though  myself  a  keen  fly  fisher,  I  thoroughly 
endorse  *'  Silver  and  Blue's  "  argument  as  to  the 
unfdirnpss  of  tho'^e  who  would  prohibit  all  methods 
of  fishing  other  than  those  which  they  themselves 
prefer.  This  is  on  a  parallel  with  the  extremists  in 
dry  fly  who  scornfully  call  the  wet  fly  fisher  a 
"chuck  and  chance  it"  man,  and  ignore  the  fact 
that  not  only  is  every  river  not  suitable  for  dry  fly 
fishing,  but  that  there  is  more  skill  required  in 
throwing  exactly  where  to  find  a  trout  .  Ij'ing  than 
in  marking  him  down  when  you  have  seen  him  rise. 

I  refer  to  extremists  only,  and  not  to  those  who, 
like  •' Vttl  Conson  "  and  other  fishermen  of  know- 
ledge and  experience,  use  either  method,  as  may  bd 
most  suitable  to  the  particulsr  water  or  conditions 
under  which  they  are  fishing.  But  to  return  to 
"Silver  and  Blue's  "  letter,  I  will  even  go  further 
than  he  does,  and  say  that  I  consider  the  i  se  of 
minnow  in  July  and  August,  when  there  is  little  fly 
fishing  to  be  done,  positively  beneficial  to  a  river, 
as  one  destroys  and  gets  rid  of  many  of  the  big 
cannibal  trout  that  in  the  spring  months  are  feeding 
on  salmon  fry  or  their  smaller  brethren. 

As  an  owner  of  a  fishery  myself.  I  frequently  use 
a  minnow  in  these  months,  and  encourage  my 
friends  to  do  the  same.  But  in  the  best  of  the 
spring  months,  when  fish  will  take  a  fly,  I  quite 
think  that  most  sportsmen  would  prefer  to  fish 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


'  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Private  Lake,  two  miles  in  circumference, 
and  River  (also  private)  of  about  IJ  miles, 
well  stocked  with  good  fish  of  all  kinds. 

Coarse  Fishing  CLOSED  until  June  15. 
Trout  Fishing  OPENED  on  river,  April  1. 
GOOD  BOATINQ    ON  LAKE. 
Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Guineas  per  v/eek. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  Is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel.   

Telegrami :  Griffiths,  Krhhbhah  PoND,CHnRT- 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

tendon,  JUiddlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Ksach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water, 
h'resh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved, 
uood  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  station*,  book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station.  Midland. 

Sizas  or  FIBS : 

Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  in^jh. 

Tench,  8  inch.  Gudgeon,  4  l>'ch. 

Coaise  Fishing  closed  until  .Tune  1.5, 


TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE.  S.  DEVON. 

irishtng  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7«.  M.  per 
day.  Winter ;  8».  fid.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  flsh  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  2?  f  lbs. 
Good  tea  llshlng. 

W.  VICKBBT,  Proprietor. 


CASTLE  HOTEL 

Hastings, 

Coffee  Room,  Smoking  Lounge, 
Billiard  Room. 

Moderate  tariff.    Special  week  or  week-end  terms. 


Headquarters  of  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  Angling  Society ;  also  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
'Buses  meet  all  trains.  Excellent 
Stabling,  Motor  and  Cycle  Houses 
adjoining  Hotel. — Apply, 

H.  BOYCB. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londondepry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  llo\ise,  re-rurnislied.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  llatcliery  in  operation. 

Anfilci  8'  Board,  !)«.  per  day  or  £2  IDs.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  ,tl  U.  ;  Daily,  5x. 
Boat  and  Man,  .I".  i)er  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  lljiper  Water.— Address  M.\.NAGKKKSS. 

Tliis  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
conuerii.  Proprietor  being  non-i  esidcnl  anil  not 
iu  liolel  liusiufcHs. 


LAKE  VYRJIWYHOTEL, 


The  Fishing  began  on  March  i.    Boats  and 
Rooms  should  be  booked  early. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  ROUGH  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET. 

Modern  Hotel,  with  every  Convenience  and  Comfort  for  Anglers. 

PEI^SION,   lOs.  Gd.    A  DAY. 

Station  :  Llanfyllin.  Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTELp 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  Eiver  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.    13S  Salmon  and 
.300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.    Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 

Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  fov  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  Tills  Hotel  has  considerahle  very  superior  and  varied  tishiiiK  attached  to  it 
aiid  is  an  ideal  resort  foi-  anglers  and  tourists  seneially.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  ami  postal 
and  telegriphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route  :  Kail  to  f.airg,  thence  per  <iaily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badcall  3  miles  distant. 

KXTENSirH   BOATING    ASI>    HI  III  Ml. 


SEA  I'TSHIXa. 


N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lesxcc. 


ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.  Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charging  apparatus. 

M.  WALTERS. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

niNC,  WOOD. 

Old-estalilished  H'amily  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Throe  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Flshlner  In  the  Avon.  'Jicl<eta  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5f.  per  day.  Milliards ; 
Ffwiinn  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Ileadi|uarter« 
of  C.T.C.,  (Sc.— Address,  Pkoi-kiktok, 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL.  Ltd. 

First-class  Modem  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
mf^datlon  for  Tourists  and  Analers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Boprie.  First-class  Trout 
Fishiiie  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  .Salmon 
nn  River  Deverrii.  Particulars  from  WILLIAM 
Donaldson,  Manager. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodopgan,  Anglesey. 

CORON  LAKE. 

The  ab<ive  is  the  best  in  North  Wales  for  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lake).  Can  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  or  Bait.  Boats  thoroughly  up-to-date 
ami  free  to  Anjilers.  Sail  or  row  boats.  Perch, 
Koach,  Sea  and  River  Trouting  within  easy 
distances.  Cuisine,  Wines,  <S:c.,  of  best  quality. 
Terms  moderate. 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


E.XCEI.LENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitcn-s.  Poatnien,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishiug  on  Loch  jihor,  I.oili 
Bran,  and  River  Foyeis,  also  Fiee.  Terms  from 
10/-  Jier  day  inclusive. 

S.  TILSl'ON',  Proprietor. 


WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

HAWES. 

1 3  miles  g-oad  Trout  Fishing: 

on  River  Yore  and  tributaries.  Day 
tickets,  2/-;  weekly,  5/-;  season,  10/-. 
Good  Accommodation  and  Posting. 
Near  Golf  Links.    Terms  Moderate. 

ARTHUR  COMFORT,  Proprietor. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo- 
Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
(fee,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  ajjply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterapd, 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (v^ry  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Associatinii.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlareed 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath 
room  (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAtTfJHTON,  Proprietor. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 


First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ 
ated  and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fisliing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL. 

BALUNROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  mldat  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  (or  Tront, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  o(  Ireland— Looght 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1*  mllei 
Ustant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  bis  own 
ijoats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Termi 
on  appUoatlor .    Special  to  a  Party. 

T  ST*NNKRa.  Pr^ortftor. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors;  lovely  scenery;  comfortable; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.' ' 
Postal  address:  "Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele 
grams:  "Hotel  Glyn."  Station;  Glyu- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loch  lay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fiahiiic  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  F'ishinf;.  viz.  :  f/otel  Water,  Jtl  pel- 
Salmon  caught  up  to  Hve— then  free  ;  Heseriied 
Water,  iiS  jier  week,  or  30/-  a  day.  No  charge  is 
made  for  the  use  of  tlie  boats.  Fishing  fr.)Ui 
the  15th  of  .January  till  end  of  May.— For 
further  particulars  apply  to  H.  .1.  Knioht. 
NoTK  : — All  tisli  are  letained  by  anglers. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF,  N.B. 

First-class  Family.  Tourist,  and  Com- 
mercial Hotel.  All  modern  comforts. 
Free  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  for  July 
and  August.  Silmou  Fishing  to  Let  fJr 
September  and  October.  A  good  golf 
course.  Hiring  in  all  its  branches. 
Bus  meets  all  trains.  Telephone  :  No. 
078.    Telegrams  :  "  Chisholm,  Banff." 

JAS.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  \  . 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Ch  )ice  of  three  or  four  month». 
.Some  open  water  also.  Kxcellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  Englano, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

8.  .r.  HURLEV. 


THIRTV  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FIHHIiStJ 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekiich  (Luxemburg).  Opening  day,  April  1. 
Inclusive  pension  terms,  4s.  "</.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  A.  HECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  po.st  free. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

Bright.  l»raL-ing  air;  Hotel  adjoins  sea  co:ist  and  Uk.-. 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  U-hole  goU 
links.  Lake  TratfelU.  J(K)  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan.  7". 
acres,  arc  now  included  in  proprietor's  fishing ;  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  Fishing;  boats  on  all  lakew  included  in 
moderate  tarirt.  Sevtral  miles  of  Trout  Fislung  on 
Rivei  Crygill.  best  in  the  early  season,  opened  March  i. 
A  ]^[01»KltN  H(H:SK.  10  rooms,  well  furnisheil.  splendi4l 
view  over  sea.  link.-*,  lake,  and  Caniarvonshire  Moun- 
uiins.  with  same  sporting  privileges  as  ilotel.  To  LKT 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address.  T.  J.  COTTIIELL.  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Aufjliuf/  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -      WM.  DOUGLAS. 


Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Nelder,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Clogbins,  Ballina,  Mayo, 

FREE  .SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
hoat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
tisliing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  .■)«.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  chai-ge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  lo  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


THE  DONEGAL  HICHLANDS. 

SaliTioM  t'isliiui;.  White  and  Unnvii  Trout 
Fishing.  The  (iwccdmc  River  and  fauiuus 
Lnughaiiure.  The  ilutel  is  un  the  very  brink  of 
River  and  wi'hin  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the  best 
Salmcin  Poiils.  A  two-horse  VVagDUette  leaves 
the  Hotel  every  morning  fur  the  Lake.  A  new 
wing  was  added  to  Hotel  witli  bathroom  and 
lavatory  complete.  Very  -Moderate  Terius.  .Apply, 
PROPRIETOR,  THE  HOTEL, 

Vrolly  }irid<jv,  ilirffrloi-r. 
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with  fly,  and  a  man  who  jealously  fished  minnow 
in  front  of  a  fly  fisher  ought  to  be  looked  on  in  the 
same  category  as  the  man  who  persistently  prawns 
a  salmon  pool  when  it  is  in  order  for  fly.  But  the 
real  point  where  "  Silver  and  Blue  "  hits  the  right 
nail  on  the  head  is  where  he  says  that  what  spoils 
rivers  and  lakes  is  the  host  of  duffers  who  for  every 
fish  they  catch  prick  a  dozen.  I  should  like  to  say 
for  every  fish  they  catch  scare  a  hundred.  I  have 
before  now  been  the  victim  of  the  so-called  dry  fly 
man  who,  when  "looking  for  a  rise,"  has  wandered 
up  and  down  the  river  bank  exposing  himself  and 
putting  down  the  fish  for  a  mile  or  two  ;  and  also 
of  that  other  who,  not  knowing  where  to  look  for 
fish,  wades  and  splashes  through  the  very  places 
fish  are  lying  in.  My  mind  recalls  a  certain  fishing 
club  in  the  BlackrForest,  with  a  shallow,  and  not  too 
wide,  but  rapid  stream,  the  beau-ideal  of  a  wet  fly 
water.  Here  I  was  authoritatively  assured  that  the 
proper  way  to  kill  fish  wa^  to  wear  wading  trousers 
and  wade  through  the  middle  of  the  pools  fishing  on 
either  side  with  a  dry  fly,  and  I  fear  I  gave  offence 
in  that  I  preferred  to  fish  upstream  with  a  wet  fly 
and  short  line.  I  can  also  corroborate  "  Silver  and 
Blue's"  remarks  as  to  salmon  feeding  in  fresh 
water,  in  spite  of  the  assertion  of  the  authorities 
that  they  have  no  "Little  Mary"  in  which  to  deposit 
what  they  take.  I  also,  like  "  Silver  and  Blue," 
have  caught  salmon  with  both  fry  and  trout  in 
their  throats  (as  the  term  "laspring"  is  a  local  one, 
I  fancy  "Silver  and  Blue"  must,  Tike  myself,  hail 
from  the  banks  of  the  Wye) ;  but  on  one  occasion, 
some  thirty  years  ago,  when  fishing  the  river  Dovey 
below  Machynlleth,  I  caught  an  autumn  cock 
salmon,  which,  when  we  opened  to  kipper  him,  we 
found  to  contain  no  less  than  a  full-grown  water- 
rat  (vole).  He  must  have  thought  it  was  a  good 
sized  salmon  fly  he  was  rising  at. 

"  Val  Conson's  "  admirable  critique  on  Mr.  Earl 
Hodgson's  book  is  most  interesting.  I  have 
not  yet  read  the  book,  but  it  is  evident  that 
Mr.  Hodgson  is  a  man^who  seeks  a  cause  for  effects 
he  observes.  This  fact,  even  if  the  deduction 
drawn  from  certain  data  be  wrong,  at  least  awakes 
discussion,  which  must  always  be  the  preliminary 
to  arriving  at  the  truth.  As  regards  the  question 
of  a  glare  of  light,  "Val  Conson  "  says  he  has  had 
little  experience  of  lake  fishing.  Well.  I  think  I 
may  say  I  have  had  considerable  experience  in  lake 
fishing,  both  dapping  with  the  natural  fly  and 
casting  with  the  wet  fly,  and  my  experience  is  that 
wliUo  I  cannot  altogether  accept  the  "  head  to 
wind"  theory,  I  have  invariably  found  it  fatal  to 
success  to  have  the  wind  blowing  directly  from  the 
sun  on  a  bright  day,  and  for  the  simple  reason  that 
the  shadow  of  the  boat  is  projected,  particularly  if 
the  sun  be  low  in  the  direction  you  are  fishing,  and 
puts  the  fish  down. 

The  only  thing  to  be  done  under  these  conditions 
if  you  are  casting  is  to  get  into  the  extreme  bows  or 
stern  of  the  boat  and  cast  at  right  angle  aero  s  the 
wind,  and  as  far  from  the  boat  as  possible.  When 
dapping  with  a  blow  line  this  is  of  course  impossible, 
and  so  the  only  thing  to  be  done  is  to  wait  for  a 
cloud,  or,  as  the  Irishman  says,  hope  to  catch  a 
blind  one.  Apologising  for  the  inordinate  length  of 
this  letter. — Yours  truly,  Glanrhos. 


"  SCOTTIE'S  "  METHOD  OF  STRENGTHENING 
RODS. 

Deab  Sir, — We  noticed  an  article  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  signed  "  Scottie,"  in  which  he  advocated 
the  placing  of  two  pieces  of  steel  wire  on  either  side 
of  the  rod.  The  steel  wires  were  to  be  placed  in 
grooves  made  to  receive  same,  and  then  bound  on. 
Some  two  or  three  years  ago  we  made  a  rod  in  this 
form  for  a  customer  of  Mr.  Ramsbottom's,  but 
found,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  it  was  perfectly 
useless!  ;  it  gave  the  rod  a  very  sloppy  action,  in- 
creased the  weight,  and,  in  fact,  took  away  the  whole 
life  of  it.  We  used  the  same  principle  with  two  and 
three  wires  for  a  landing  und  gaff  handle,  bvit  it  found 
so  little  favour,  owing  to  the  fact  of  the  increased 
weight,  that  we  gave  up  making  the  same. — Yours 
truly,  S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

R«dditch. 

"SCOTTIE'S"  METHOD  OF  STRENGTHENING 
RODS. 

Dkar  Sir, — I  had  occasion  a  few  weeks  ago  to 
mention  the  results  of  some  casting  trials,  in  which 
a  "  Francia  unVjreakable  "  rod  was  used.  In  looking 
over  the  Fiahin/j  Gazette,  of  .\pril  0  I  came  upon 
"  Scottie's "  system  for  rod  strengthening.  Now 
the  prinfnple  of  this  appliance  appears  to  be  iden- 
tical with  my  system,  for  which  a  patent  was 
granted  me  on  July  10,  1903. 

Before  deciding  upon  using  flat  steel  watch- 
spring  fir  ribVjon  steel  I  tried  steel  piano  wire,  but 
found  that  weight  for  weight  of  metal  the  thin  flat 
8teel  was  much  better  temjjered,  and  owing  to  its 
shape  has  more  than  double  the  resistance  of  the 


round  wire,  and  besides  does  not  require  any 
grooving  of  the  wood,  thereby  avoiding  injury  to 
the  wood  fibre  ;  I  therefore  adopted  the  flat  steel. 
The  question  as  to  whether  the  "  Scottie  "  system 
is  an  infringement  of  my  patent  will  probably  be 
decided  by  the  manufacturers  to  whom  I  have  made 
it  over. — Yours  truly,  T.  F.  Francia. 

IS  THE  WATER-OUSEL  (THE  DIPPER) 
FRIEND  OR  FOE  ? 

Dear  Sir, — The  kindly  but  critical  writer  of  an 
article  entitled,  "  The  Trout  Angler's  New  Year," 
and  which  (over  the  nom  de  plume  of  "A  Country 
Person  ")  appeared  in  the  Daily  Scotsman  on  April 
1,  1904,  pointed  out  that  a  gentleman  of  my  name, 
who  had  written  a  book  on  fly  fishing,  had  fallen 
into  an  error  when  he  suggested  that  the  water-ousel 
(the  dipper)  had  a  penchant  for  the  ova  of  trout  or 
salmon.  I  thereupon  wrote  to  my  old  and  valued 
friend.  Dr.  Langton,  of  Brighton,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  British  Ornithologists'  Union,  and  who,  at 
this  moment,  is  engaged  during  leisure  hours  in 
naming  and  generally  overhauling  the  collection  of 
birds  in  the  Chvu-ch  Street  Museum,  Brighton — a 
pure  labour  of  love  on  his  part.  As  a  good  many 
anglers,  like  that  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  aforesaid  (who 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  his  ignorance),  still  think 
that  the  water-ousel  is  a  "  rascal,"  who  loves  to 
"  pick  up  the  roe  of  a  spawning  fish,"  I  think  that 
Dr.  Langton's  letter  wiU  be  found  interesting  as 
well  as  instructive. 

After  the  usual  friendly  preliminaries,  he  proceeds 
to  business  as  follows,  having  kindly  consulted 
various  authorities  for  my  benefit  :  — 

Thus,  Seebohm  : — 

"  Doubtless  from  the  peculiar  manner  in  which 
the  dipper  seeks  its  food  and  the  situation  in  which 
it  is  chiefly  found,  the  bird  has  gained  much  of  its 
reputation  as  an  enemy  of  the  ova  of  the  salmon 
and  trout.  The  dipper  is  seen  to  enter  the  stream, 
to  disappear  beneath  the  surface,  and  explore  what 
are  well  known  to  be  the  breeding-grounds  of  these 
fish,  and  hence  it  is  very  easy  to  see  why  the  bird 
has  fallen  into  such  bad  repute  with  the  ignorant 
pisciculturist  and  the  bigoted  angler.  But  instead 
of  being  the  fish  preserver's  enemy,  he  is  in  fact  one 
of  his  firmest  friends.  His  food  consists  of  various 
creatures,  which,  in  their  larval  stages  of  develop- 
ment, are  themselves  the  greatest  enemies  to  the 
ova.  His  journeyings  to  the  bed  of  the  stream  are 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  caddis  worrn.^ 
water-beetles,  and  various  species  of  small  mollusca 
and  insects  found  among  the  moss-grown  pebbles 
and  sandy  bed  of  the  waters,  and  occasionally  a 
small  fish." 

Thus,  A.  G.  Butler  :  — 

"  The  food  of  the  dipper  consists  largely  of  in- 
sects and  their  larvae,  many  of  which,  such  as  the 
caddis  worms,  the  voracious  larvae  of  the  dragon 
flies  and  water-beetles,  it  seeks  at  the  bottom  of  the 
water,  thus  proving  itself  the  greatest  friend  of  the 
pisciculturist." 

Thus,  Lord  Lilford  .— 

"  The  damage  done  being  grossly  exaggerated." 
Thus,  Howard  Saunders  : — 

"  The  food  consists  of  soft-shelled  molluscs, 
spiders,  aquatic  beetles,  and  other  insects,  with 
their  larvae,  many  of  which  are  known  to  be  destruc- 
tive to  the  spawn  of  trout  and  salmon." 

Thus,  MacGillivray  : — 

"  I  have  opened  a  great  number  of  individuals  at 
all  seasons  of  the  year,  but  have  never  found  any 
other  substance  in  the  stomach  than  lymnes,  an- 
cyli,  coleoptera,  and  grains  of  gravel.  As  to  the 
ova  and  fry  of  the  salmon,  there  is  no  evidence 
whatever  that  the  dipper  ever  swallows  them." 

Thus,  Harvie  Brown  : — - 

"  At  one  time  a  reward  was  given  for  their  heads 
on  the  ground  that  they  ate  the  salmon  spawn,  but 
this  having  been  happily  disproved,  these  cheerful 
birds  are  left  to  breed  in  security  and  peace,  and, 
partly  by  our  own  exertions,  the  premium  has  been 
withdrawn.  Fluctuations  in  the  numbers  occurred 
in  the  West.  In  one  retm-n  of  vermin  killed  which 
we  have  received  the  following  were  the  numbers  of 
water-ousels  killed :— 1874,  04;  187.5,  86;  1876, 
33  ;  1877,  41  ;  1878,  7.5,  etc.  Happily,  nous  avons 
changi'  totit  cela,  and  if  the  premium  was  placed  on 
the  hooded  crows  and  bag-nets  (sic),  it  would  be 
more  practical."  [The  premium  on  bag-nets  seems 
to  be  a  non  aequitur,  coming  just  after  "  hooded 
crows,"  as  it  does. — E.  M.  Tod.] 

Thus,  Bowdler  Sharpe  : — • 

'■  The  accusation  brought  against  the  dipper  of 
devouring  the  ova  has  been  upheld  by  some  and 
denied  by  other  naturalists." 

Thus,  Pennant  (1777)  :— 

"  It  feeds  on  insects  and  small  fish." 

Thus,  Professor  Newton  :  — 

"  By  the  careless  and  ignorant  it  is  accused  of 
feeding  on  the  spawn  of  fishes,  and  it  has  been  on 
that  account  subjected  to  much  persecution.  In- 
numerable examinations  of  the  contents  of  its 


stomach  have  not  only  proved  that  the  charge  is 
baseless,  but  that  the  bird  clears  off  many  of  the 
worst  enemies  of  the  precious  product." 

Believing  that  my  friend's  quotations  will  be  of 
considerable  interest. — Yours  truly,     E.  M.  Tou. 

( I  should  be  very  sorry  indeed  to  miss  the  water- 
ou.sel  from  our  rivers.  Dr.  Hamilton  in  his  "  River- 
side Naturalist  "  has  the  following  with  respect  to 
this  bird,  which  of  course  Is  nothing  like  so  bad  as 
the  daVjchick,  which  is  worse  than  the  otter,  and 
will  destroy  young  fish  every  day  of  the  year. — Ed.  J 

From  "  The  Riverside  Naturalist." 

"  This  question  of  eating  fish  Ls  without  doubt  an 
important  one,  and  however  much  we  admire  the 
bird,  the  weight  of  evidence  is  against  it.  Mr. 
A.  D.  Bartlett  in  the  Field  says  :  '  However  un- 
willing I  may  be  to  render  some  of  my  pets  to  be 
regarded  as  the  enemies  of  fishermen,  the  truth 
must  be  told.  In  May,  1809  I  obtained  my  first 
living  water-ousel.  Since  that  time  I  have  had 
upwards  of  twenty  of  these  birds.  Some  of  them 
I  have  reared  from  the  nest,  and  I  fed  them  upon 
boiled  meal-worms,  the  larvae  of  the  caddis  fly,  and 
other  insect  food  ;  but  as  soon  as  they  were  able  to 
feed  themselves  and  took  to  the  water  they  caught 
and  fed  upon  very  small  fish,  especially  young 
minnows.  I  found  them  rather  expensive  pets, 
having  to  provide  for  a  family  of  four,  as  they 
caught  and  devoured  several  dozen  daily,  and 
seemed  to  prefer  live  fish  to  all  other  food.  I  am 
not  pleased  to  confess  this,  and  I  hope  it  may  not 
cause  the  birds  to  be  unmercifully  killed,  as  I  feel 
sure  that  these  birds  are  useful,  feeding  a.s  they  do 
upon  insects  as  soon  as  the  young  fish  are  too  large 
for  their  tiny  throats.' 

"  As  to  whether  they  take  spawn,  a  correspondent 
signing  himself  '  Nahanite  '  writes  :  — 

"  '  Sir, — Some  thirty  years  or  more  ago  this 
subject  was  very  carefully  considered  by  the 
members  of  the  now  defunct  Dublin  Natural  History 
Society.  The  birds  were  carefully  watched  when 
at  work  on  the  spawning-beds,  and  afterwards  shot 
and  dissected,  and  as  well  as  I  can  now  recollect  in 
no  case  was  spawn  found,  or  if  there  was,  very 
little  ;  while  numerous  caddis-worms  and  other 
insects  destructive  to  spawn  were  found  to  be  what 
they  had  been  collecting,  these  depredators  fre- 
quenting the  beds  to  destroy  the  spawn,  and  the 
ousels  going  there  to  devour  them.'  " 

HAS  CAUGHT  THE  ANGLING  FEVER. 

Dear  Sib, — I  had  a  day's  angling  on  April  1 . 
Being  an  amateiu-,  I  did  not  expect  to  do  well.  I 
selected  a  reservoir  in  Withnell,  one  of  the  Rivington 
Waterworks  reservoirs,  belonging  to  the  corporation 
of  Liverpool.  To  my  surprise  I  caught  seven  trout  ; 
equally  to  my  surprise,  eleven  Liverpool  gentlemen, 
who  were  angling  nearly  the  same  time  as  myself, 
only  caught  one  fish  amongst  them,  and  that  but  a 
small  one,  whereas  the  largest  of  mine  was  IJlb., 
the  next  just  lib.,  the  other  five  varying  down  to 
I  lb.  They  baited  with  nothing  but  brandlings, 
while  I  used  the  lobworm,  which  apparently  hugely 
tickled  their  humour.  At  one  time  I  had  six  on 
one  and  five  on  the  other  .side  of  me,  in  near  proxi- 
mity, they  saying  it  was  too  good  a  place  for  me 
alone  ;  still  they  were  unsuccessful,  and  eventually- 
left  my  place. 

Mr.  Editor,  I  attribute  my  success  to  studying  a 
small  book  on  angling  by  J.  T.  Burgess  and  edited 
by  you,  which  led  me  on  to  piu'cha.se  again  from 
you  an  excellent  work  by  Francis  Francis,  price  los. 
I  studied  both  hard,  so  as  to  become  well  acquainted 
with  the  different  methods,  especially  trout  fishing. 
Also,  I  have  taken  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  the  last 
six  months,  which  has  proved  to  be  to  me  both 
interesting  and  highly  instructive,  showing  as  it 
does  the  experiences  of  others,  the  useful  inventions, 
as  well  as  tips  continually  given.  As  I  reside 
within  a  mile  of  the  reservoir  I  have  mentioned,  it 
is  probable  I  shall  have  another  day's  sport  before 
long,  and  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  telling  j-ou 
the  result. — Yours  truly,       Thomas  S.\unders. 

  Ji 

THE  I5LB.  130Z.  CARP. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  E.  Phillips  re  the  above, 
I  assisted  to  land  the  fish,  the  only  bite  three  of  us 
had  all  day.  It  was  taken  on  Aug.  27,  1903, 
weighed  161b.  13oz.  seven  hours  after  capture,  and 
the  dimensions  were — extreme  length,  31in.,  girth. 
21in.,  width  of  tail,  llin.  ;  bait,  white  paste  on  a 
treble  hook.  The  locality  for  obvious  resjons  I 
cannot  divulge,  save  that  it  wa^  taken  within  forty 
miles  from  London. — Yours  truly,      A.  George. 

True  Caledonian  AngUng  Society. 


FISHING  IN  THE  MEDWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  Mr. 
C.  S.  Mathews,  re  the  above,  the  Tonbridga  and 
Distiict  Angling  and  Fish  Preservation  Society 
preserve  about  eight  miles  of  the  Medway,  which 
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contain  some  excellent  coarse  fish  and  yields  good 
sport.  The  town  is  situated  on  the  river,  and  is 
about  the  centre  of  the  preserved  waters.  I  shall 
be  very  pleased  to  give  details  if  Mr.  Mathews  will 
write  to  me. — Yours  truly.  Fbed  J.  Tanton. 
88,  Barden-road,  Tonbridge. 


PARASITES .  ON  TROUT. 

Dear  Mb.  Marston, — On  April  10  1  cauglit  in  a 
little  stream  running  into  the  AVestern  Rother  a 
trout  lOJin.  in  length  and  nearly  ^Ib.  in  weight  in 
grand  condition,  the  head  being  unusually  small 
— in  fact,  a  more  beautiful  trout  I  have  never  seen. 
On  landing  him  I  found  on  his  gill  covers  (her,  I 
should  say,  for  it  was  a  hen  fish)  about  half-a- 
dozen  parasites,  which  I  at  first  supposed  to  be 
sea-lice,  hut  on  mature  consideration  I  think  may 
have  been  leeches.  These  parasites  were  about  Jin. 
to  Jin.  in  length,  and  bright  to  dark  red.  I  have 
searched  the  authorities  I  have  available,  but  cannot 
find  any  description  of  sea-lice.  I  see  frequently 
that  salmon  are  caught  in  the  head  waters  of  rivers 
with  the  sea-lice  still  on  them,  and  I  shall  be  very 
grateful  if  you  will  tell  me  what  these  parasites  are. 
The  stomach  of  the  trout  in  question  contained  only 
one  caddis  grub  and  case  ;  while  another  of  about 
the  same  size  that  I  opened  contained  a  quantity 
of  creeper,  larva  of  various  kinds,  some  flies,  and 
one  half-digested  minnow.  I  know  that  brown 
trout  will  go  down  to  the  sea  when  they  can,  and  it 
struck  me  that  this  one  may  have  made  the  pil- 
grimage in  a  flood,  and  have  just  returned, seeing 
that  the  stomach  was  so  empty.  I  find  that  a 
small  fresh-water  leech  [Piscicola)  infests  perch  and 
carp  sometimes,  but  I  have  never  found  it,  nor  have 
J  caught  trout  so  inflicted. 

I  notice  in  the  current  number  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  that  some  large  fish,  presumably  sea-trout, 
have  been  seen  rising  above  Arundel.  Can  it  be 
that  salmon  are  again  trying  to  make  the  ascent  ? 
I  believe  they  used  to  do  so.  Pardon  this  rigmarole, 
and  beUeve  me  to  remain. — Yours  truly, 

Horsham.  Bernard  Lintott. 

[If  Mr.  Lintott  can  send  a  sketch  showing  size  and 
shape  of  the  parasites  I  will  see  if  we  can  identify 
them.  It  is  not  at  all  likely  they  were  salt-water 
animals. — Ed.] 

PIKE  ON  FLY. 

My  T)-e,ar  Marston,— In  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
April  9  mention  is  made  of  a  19-Hb.  pike  that  was 
hooked  and  landed  by  your  correspondent  "H.  S.  G." 
on  an  artificial  fly,  July,  1902,  in  the  South  of  Scot- 
land, and  that  it  is  the  largest  pike  taken  with  a 
fly  you  ever  heard  of.  I  have  the  record  of  a  301b. 
pike  which  was  captured  on  an  artificial  fly  Feb.  23, 
1878,  in  Lough  Erne,  Ireland. — Yoiu"s  truly, 

Alfred  Jardine. 

WHAT  IS  IT  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Would  j'ou  let  me  know  in  your 
answers  to  correspondents  whether  the  enclosed 
specimen  is  an  oyster  or  a  mussel  ?  I  should  tell 
yoix  that  the  specimen  has  been  cooked. — Yours 
truly,  R.  Roberts. 

Alderbrook-road, 

Clapham  Common. 

[I'll  be  hanged  if  I  know,  but  probably  mussel, 
though  I  never  saw  a  boiled  mussel. — Ed.] 

WHAT  IS  IT  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  settle  a  dispute  by 
naming  the  enclosed  small  Iry,  and  oblige  yours 
truly,  B.  Y.  C, 

[I  felt  sure  that  the  fish  was  a  ^aralet,  and  Mr. 
G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  of  the  British  Museum, 
says: — "I  can  confirm  the  identification  of  the 
little  fish  as  a  samlet,  Salmo  salar."  — Ed.] 


HOW  TO  MAKE  FISHING  NETS. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Armitage 
in  your  issue  of  April  16.  asking  for  information  on 
the  above  subject.  1  beg  to  say  that  I  have  found 

Weldon's  Practical  Netting,"  price  2d.,  of  the 
utmost  use  to  me  in  netting.  Mr.  Armitage  should 
get  his  newsagent  to  get  him  No.  21,  Vol.  II.,  of 
"  Weldon's  Practical  Needlework."  This  number  I 
have  before  me  now,  which  gives  needles,  mesh, 
and  all  particular.^,  from  which  I  have  made  my 
own  landing  and  other  nets.  Mr.  Finder,  of 
Bridlesmith  Gate,  Nottingham,  would  gladly  get 
the  above  for  our  friend. — Yours  truly, 

23,  Berkeley-road,  F.  Davis. 

S.  Tottenham. 


ROD  FOR  SPINNING  FOR  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  who 
is  asking  advice  as  to  the  best  rod  for  spinning  for 
salmon,  I  would  strongly  advise  him  to  buy  one  of 


Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.'  Murdoch  steel-centre,  split- 
cane  spinning  rods.    T  am  using  one  on  the  Doe.  and 
can  easily  get  out  40yds.  to  50yds. — Yours  truly, 
Banchory.  J.  B.-L. 

THE  MYSTERY  OF  SPRING  WHITE  TROUT- 
ARE  THEY  ALL  KELTS  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Like  you,  I  am  in  doubt  as  to  the 
status  of  the  white  trout,  which  are  fairly  numerous 
in  some  of  the  east  coast  Irish  rivers,  and  possibly 
in  those  on  the  west  coast,  in  the  early  spring  months. 
I  have  often  caught  thorn  in  March  and  early  in 
April,  but  never  in  May.  All  white  trout  seem  to 
disappear  at  that  time,  and  none  are  to  be  found 
till  the  regular  season,  rather  late  in  summer. 
These  trout  aire  bright  in  colour,  fight  gamely,  and 
are  as  good  to  eat  as  the  regular  summer  and 
autiunn  rim  of  fish,  but  are  perhaps  not  quite  so 
thick  in  the  body.  I  cannot  admit  that  these  are 
"  well-mended  kelts,"  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
cannot  understand  a  run  of  fish  in  early  spring 
which  comes  to  fresh  water  simply  for  change  of 
air  (or  rather  water),  and  returns  to  the  sea  without 
spawning.  I  am,  and  have  been  always,  fairly 
puzzled  by  this  problem,  and  I  would  be  very  glad 
if  a  discussion  in  the  pages  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
would  solve  the  mystery. — Yours  truly, 

Green  Wren. 

[Some  authorities,  including  Mr.  A.  Harvie  Brown, 
appear  to  think  that  all  sea-trout  caught  in  the  first 
four  months  of  the  year  are  fish  which  have  spawned 
and  remained  in  fresh  water  after  spawning.  If 
this  is  so,  they  are  undoubtedly  kelts.— Ed.] 


LOUGH  ERNE. 

Dear  Sin, — In  a  recent  issue  there  was  a  reference 
to  the  pike  and  other  fishing  to  be  had  free  of  charge 
on  the  lower  Lough  Erne.  (I  refer  to  Mr.  Grimble's 
article  on  the  rivers,  etc..  of  Ireland.)  Would  some 
'■  brother  of  the  angle "  kindly  inform  me  what 
would  be  the  best  month  (not  later  than  September) 
to  spin  for  pike,  with  the  additional  chance  of  pick- 
ing up  an  occasional  trout,  etc.,  which  would  be  the 
most  convenient  place  to  stay  at,  and  whether 
farmhouse  accommodation  could  be  obtained  1  I 
presume  a  licence  must  be  procured  ;  if  so,  from 
whom  ?  Trusting  there  is  a  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  who  can  give  me  the  benefit  of  his  experi- 
ences.— Yours  truly.  Brown  and  Gold. 

Liverpool. 

A  REPORTED  4LB.  20Z.  RUDD. 

Dear  Sir, — Just  a  few  lines  if  you  think  it  would 
be  of  interest  to  your  valuable  paper  as  an  item. 
Mr.  G.  A.  Robinson,  member  of  an  eastern  angling 
society,  informs  me  on  good  authority,  and  viewed 
by  him,  of  a  rudd  41b.  2oz.,  caught  in  the  cutting  at 
Bromley,  E.,  near  Messrs.  Spratt's  biscuit  factory, 
by  a  local  resident,  and  weighed  in  district  a  short 
time  ago,  also  sold  for  4s.  I  may  state  that  the 
water  there  is  of  a  poisonous  nature  in  the  locality. — 
Yours  truly,  Alfred  H.  Bacon. 

19,  Ingestre-road, 
Forest  Gate. 

[I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Bacon  for  his  note, 
but  I  am  afraid  that  41b.  2oz.  "  rudd  "  was  really 
another  fish  altogether. — Ed.] 

MOSQUITO  AND  BLACK  FLY  LOTION- 
FISHING  INj  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Dear  Sib, — I'  send-  you  the  recipe  for  the 
mosquito  and  blask  fly  lotion  as  we  used  it  in 
Newfoundland. — Yours  truly,       W.  E.  Binney. 

P.S. — The  author  of  this  recipe,  who  writes  from 
St.  John's,  Newfoimdland,  where  he  has  been  living 
for  some  years,  says  "  the  rivers  are  better  protected 
now  than  in  1890,  and  the  fishing  always  good." 

[Here  is  the  recip9,  for' which  I  beg  to  thank 
Major  Binney: — "Stockholm  tar,  5iv;  carbolic 
oil,  1  in  20  to  i,x — which  mean=,  I  believe,  one 
part  tar  to  twenty  parts  oil."  Doubtless  the 
carbolic  oil  must  be  used  with  caution. — Ed.] 


MORTALITY  AMONG  FISH  IN  A  POND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  a  circular  pond  in  my  garden, 
about  100ft.  in  diameter,  of  an  averaee  depth  of 
3ft.,  the  centre  being  something  like  5ft.  It  is  an 
old  matured  pond,  the  sides  being  brick,  and  it  is 
fed,  I  think,  from  the  surface  with  possibly  some 
little  spring  unknown  to  me.  It  contains  a  large 
quantity  of  weeds  of  the  usual  sort,  and  matures 
season  by  season  a  large  number  of  frogs,  which 
eventually  disperse  themselves  over  the  grounds  of 
something  like  four  to  five  acres. 

For  a  great  number  of  years  the  pond  has  had  a 
very  large  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  fish,  but 
during  the  past  seven  or  eight  seasons  large  numbers 


have  died,  especially  during  the  prpsent  spring. 
They  are  not  fed  from  the  house  at  all.  I  wish  to 
know  if  any  of  your  numerous  readers  can  give 
me  any  reason  (1)  for  the  death  of  the  fish  during 
the  last  few  years,  and  more  especially  during  the 
present  spring  ;  (2)  if  any  course  can  be  adopted  to 
prevent  thi-5  "rot"  continuing;  (3)  how  can  I 
replenish ;  (4)  the  best  place  to  buy  this  gold  and 
silver  fish  specially  for  our  climate  ;  (5)  and  the 
price  I  ought  to  pay  ? 

It  has  been  suggested  that  it  is  possible  the  fish 
might  be  caught  in  the  spawn  of  the  frog  and 
unable  to  extricate  themselves. 

None  of  my  fripnds  are  able  to  assist  me,  and  I 
therefore  thank  you  or  any  of  your  readers  for  any 
assistance  or  hints. — Yours  truly, 

H^dley  Common. 

[Fish  die  of  so  many  diseases  that  it  is  impossible 
to  say  what  is  the  cause  of  death  unless  the  fish 
can  be  examined  by  an  expeit  in  fish  diseases — and 
they  are  rare  birds  in  this  country.  It  looks  eis  if 
the  fijh  suffered  from  some  epidemic,  and  to  put 
others  in  would  probably  only  mean  losing  them  also. 
If  "  Hadley  Common "  will  send  me  a  small  fish 
which  has  died  of  the  disease  in  a  bottle  with 
formalin  I  will  try  to  help  him. — Ed.] 


A  BOOK  ABOUT  FISHING  IN  S.  AFRICA 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  kindly  inform  me  if  there 
is  a  book  about  fishing  and  fish  in  South  Africa,  and 
if  so,  where  it  is  to  be  had  ?  Out  here  we  do  not 
know  the  names  of  half  the  fish  we  catch  ;  every- 
body seems  to  have  other  names  for  the  same  kind 
of  fish.  It  would  be  satisfactory  if  one  could  know 
the  scientific  names  of  one's  catch.  The  gamiest 
fresh- water  fish  in  South  Africa  is  called  here  the 
"  tiger-fish."  Biggest  I  saw  caught  was  91b.,  but 
they  are  supposed  to  weigh  121b.  and  more.  Have 
you  heard  before  of  this  tiger-fish,  and  could  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  oblige  me  with  its  scientific 
name  ? 

I  could  send  you  some  lively  descriptions  of  fishing 
out  here  if  I  could  only  get  at  the  real  names  of  the 
fish.  We  have  certainly  local  names  for  the 
slippery  ones,  but  you  would  not  be  the  wiser  for 
them  I  fear.  We  have  to  ride  sixty  miles  for  sea 
fishing,  but  it  is  worth  the  journey.  The  usual 
method  employed  by  me  is  to  fish  during,  before, 
and  after  full  moon  from  the  beach  into  Kosi  Bay 
(which  place  you  may  see  marked  on  any  map 
between  Delagoa  Bay  and  Durban).  The  best 
catches  are  made  at  night  and  during  full  moon  ; 
1501b.  to  2001b.  of  fish  to  one  rod  in  one  night  is 
nothing  unusual.  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from 
two  friends  of  mine  to  whom  I  recommended  the 
place.  They  had  very  lively  sport,  having  bite 
after  bite,  but  their  tackle  being  of  an  inferior 
quality  they  could  not  hold  the  (as  they  called 
them)  whoppers.  They  end  their  letter  by  stating 
that  the  fish  "  came  and  had  tea  with  them."  At 
Kosi  Bay  I  have  caught  151b.  bream  with  a  10ft. 
fly  rod,  but  I  had  200yds.  of  best  silk  line  and  a  reel 
with  adjustable  drag,  which  makes  all  the  difference. 
Hoping  you  will  be  able  to  give  me  some  information 
re  books  on  South  African  fishing. — Yours  truly, 

Ingwavuma,  Zululand.  Afbicano. 
South  Africa. 

[I  do  not  know  any  work  specially  on  the  fishes 
of  South  Africa.  If  "  Africano  "  can  send  carefully- 
made  sketches  of  the  fish,  I  may  be  able  to  get  some 
of  them  identified. — Ed.] 

SALMON  DOES  NOT  MIND  THE  HOOK. 

Dear  Sir, — While  fishing  with  the  worm  in  the 
Bandon  river  last  week  I  killed  a  fresh  run  salmon 
of  lOJlb.,  and  upon  going  to  remove  the  hook  I  was 
surprised  to  find  another  bait  hook,  with  tyio  feet 
of  gut  line  and  some  lead  attached,  firmly  emltedded 
low  down  in  the  gullet.  The  fish  had  evidently  run 
the  gauntlet  with  another  angler,  but  one  would 
have  thought  that  with  the  embedded  hook  and 
leaded  gut  line  as  constant  reminders  the  fish  would 
have  shunned  such  things  for  many  a  long  day  to 
come.  I  am  of  course  aware  of  somewhat  similar 
occurrences  having  been  recorded,  but  they  are 
not,  I  think,  very  common ;  and  I  thought  that 
perhaps  an  account  of  this  case  would  be  of  suffi 
cient  interest  to  bring  under  the  notice  of  your 
readers. — Youri  truly,        Murray  Mackenzie. 

I 

PHANTOMS  RIGGED  DEVON  STYLE. 

De.\b  Sib, — Re  query  of  B.  Hullett  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  April  9.  Looking  through  my 
Carter's  catalogue,  I  find  them  illustrated  and 
priced.  Carter's  address  is  137,  St.  John-street-road, 
London,  E.C.— Yours  tru'y,  Devon. 

(Sfveral  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES, 


BY  THE  EDITOR. 


Mr.  Herbert  Spencer  as  an  Angler. 

ly  the  deeply-interesting  two  volumes  of  his 
"  Autobiography,"  which  were  published  last  week 
by  Messrs.  Williams  and  Norgate,  there  are  many 
references  to  the  philosopher's  love  of  angling.  I 
wish  there  were  a  great  many  more,  for  it  is  a  great 
honour  to  the  art  to  find  it  practised  and  praised  by 
a  man  of  such  world-wide  reputation  as  the  English 
philosopher  Herbert  Spencer. 

As  A  Boy  He  Delighted  Most  in  Fi.shing. 
In  the  chapter  on  his  "  Boyhood,"  when  living  at 
Derby,  he  tells  us  that  "  of  all  the  occupations, 
however,  to  which  holidays  were  devoted  I  delighted 
most  in  fishing.  There  was  the  river  Derwent,  at 
that  time  not  the  black,  dirty  stream  it  now  is,  but 
tolerably  cle.ar  and  containing  a  fair  supply  of 
various  fish,  and  there  were  canals,  which  on  the 
whole  served  V)etter  for  boys'  fishing.  Many  happy 
half  days,  and  during  the  midsummer  holidays 
many  whole  day.^,  were  spent  on  their  banks. 
Along  with  such  exercise  of  skill  as  fishing  itself 
implies,  there  came  the  exercise  of  skill  in  making 
fishing  tackle,  for  I  was  not  so  amply  furnished  with 
pocket  money  that  1  could  buy  all  the  appliances  I 
required.  I  made  my  own  floats,  and  aiso  '  hair 
tackles,'  as  they  were  locally  called,  made  of  single 
horsehair  instead  of  silk-worm  gut.  I  remember  I 
was  cautious  and  systematic  enough  to  use  a  test 
before  trusting  any  one  of  them." 

Spencer  nearly  Drowned  when  Fishing. 

After  describing  the  delight  of  the  unlimited 
fishing  afforded  by  h-s  visits  to  the  house  of  a 
wealthy  farmer  named  Ordiah,  living  at  Ingleby, 
then  a  retired  village  about  seven  miics  from  Derby, 
on  the  Derwent,  where  he  fished  from  four  in  the 
morning  until  he  could  no  longer  see  in  the  evening, 
he  tells  us  that  he  one  day  fell  into  deep  water  in 
the  Derwent,  and  would  have  been  drowned  but  for 
the  bravery  of  a  youth  named  George  Holme,  who 
f.iunged  in  and  rescued  him.  In  183(1,  when  he  was 
■ixteen,  he  had  the  chance  of  a  day's  fishing  in  the 
Trent,  and  was  so  excited  over  it  that  after  getting 
all  his  tackle  ready  and  going  to  bed  with  the  inten- 
tion of  getting  up  early,  he  found  he  could  not  sleej). 
HO  got  up  by  moonlight  about  three  o'clock,  walked 
five  miles  to  Swarkatone,  and  began  fishing  by 


moonlight.  When  X  was  a  youth  I  very  often  got 
up  between  three  and  five  to  go  fishing,  but  with 
occasional  exceptions  I  found  the  fish  bit  better 
after  six  than  before.  Soon  after  daylight  they  may 
often  be  seen  floating  near  the  surface,  but  not  par- 
ticularly keen  for  fly  or  other  food.  In  fly  fishing  I 
have  generally  done  best  between  ten  and  twelve, 
except  on  very  hot  days,  when  the  hour  before  dark 
is  nearly  always  best. 

Fi-SHiNG  IN  North  Wales. 

Doubtless  Spencer  fished  occasionally  as  a  relaxa- 
tion from  the  hard  work  of  his  early  manhood,  but 
there  is  little  mention  of  it  between  the  age  of  sixteen 
and  thirty-five,  when  he  refers  to  fishing  in  a 
mountain  tarn  in  the  hills  behind  the  hotel  at  Pen- 
y-Gwyrid,  a  place  of  sad  memories  for  him,  for  it 
was  there  he  tells  us  that  his  nervous  system  finally 
gave  way.  It  is  a  pity  Spencer  did  not  follow  the 
advice  of  liis  friends,  including  Comte  and  Huxley, 
and  get  married.  They  and  we  should  then  have 
heard  less  of  his  "symptoms,"  of  which  sleeplessness 
was  the  most  trying. 

Herbert  Spencer's  Disbelief  in  the  Current  Ideas 
respecting  Artificial  Flies — His  Fishing  Match. 

Next  year  we  find  the  professor  fishing  Loch  Doon, 
in  Scotland.  "  My  constitutional  tendency,"  he 
says  (p.  485,  vol.  i.),  "to  call  in  question  current 
opinions  was  manifested  when  fishing,  as  on  other 
occasions.  Wliile  in  Wales  the  year  -before,  occu- 
pied in  working  on  psychology,  and  occasionally 
casting  a  fly  over  stream  or  Llyn,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  considering  how  low  is  the  nervous  organisation 
of  fishes,  it  is  unlikely  that  they  should  be  able  to 
discriminate  so  nicely  as  the  current  ideas  respecting 
artificial  flies  imply — unlikely,  too,  that  they  should 
have  such  erratic  fancies  as  to  be  taken  by  com- 
binations of  differently-coloured  feathers,  like  no 
living  creature  ever  seen.  I  acted  upon  my  scepti- 
cism, and  ignored  local  traditions.  Hearing  me 
vent  my  heresies,  the  farmer,  tenant  of  Beoch, 
challenged  me  to  a  competition.  It  was  scarcely  a 
fair  one,  for  my  flies,  made  by  myself  without 
practice,  were  of  course  ill  made,  and  the  bungling 
make  of  them  introduced  an  irrelevant  factor  into 
the  competition.  Notwiths.tanding  this,  however, 
fishing  from  the  same  boat  we  came  back  ties, 
showing  that  the  local  flies  had  no  advantage.  I 
may  here  add  that  in  subsequent  years  (this  was  in 
18.56)  I  systematically  tested  this  current  belief  in 
local  fUes,  and  on  various  lochs  and  four  different 
riversfound  it  baseless.  This  experience  furnished  me 
with  a  good  illustration  of  the  uncritical  habits  of, 
though  characteristic  not  of  the  common  people  only, 
but  of  those  who  have  received  University  educa- 
tions. For  in  every  case  I  have  found  highly-culti- 
vated men — professors  and  others— accepting  with- 
out hesitation  the  dogmas  of  keepers  and  gillies 
concerning  the  flies  of  the  river." 

Spencer  on  his  Oath. 

One  of  the  most  amusing  of  the  many  confessions 
in  this  autobiography  is  that  of  the  philosopher  on 
his  oath.  "  Another  incident,"  he  says,  "  which 
occurred  during  my  stay  at  Beoch  was  impressed  on 
my  memory  by  certain  implications  to  which  it 
awakened  my  attention.  While  out  fishing  one 
breezy  morning  I  got  my  line  into  a  tangle  which  I 
could  not  unravel ;  and  at  length  losing  all  patience, 
I  vented  an  oath.  The  man  in  the  boat  with  me, 
who,  as  I  afterwards  learned,  was  precentor  at  some 
neighbouring  village  kirk  or  chapel,  reproved  me, 
perhaps  thinking  himself  called  upon  to  do  so  by  his 
semi-ecclesiastical  function."  Spencer  says  that  it 
was  the  oddity  of  this  incident  which  cb-ew  his 
attention  to  the  fact  that,  "  being  then  thirty-six 
years  of  age,  I  had  never  before  been  betrayed  into 
intemperate  speech  of  such  kind."  Spencer  must 
have  been  fortunate  in  his  angling  experiences. 

Fishing  as  a  Cure  for  "Nerves"  and  Insomnia. 

Our  author  is  like  a  boy  when  he  goes  fishing,  and 
like  most  of  us  regretted  he  had  not  done  more  of  it. 
"  Fishing  had  proved  so  good  a  sedative,  by  uniting 
moderate  exercise  with  pleasurable  occupation  of 
mind,  that  it  became  then  and  afterwards  a  delibe- 
rately-chosen pursuit,  and  one  to  which,  indeed,  it 
would  have  been  well  had  I  devoted  myself  more 
frequently  and  for  longer  intervals  than  I  did. 
Nothing  served  so  well  as  fishing  to  rest  my  brain 
and  fit  it  for  resumption  of  work."  When  Spencer 
went  on  an  angling  excursion  he  hated  to  have  any 
baggage  except  his  rod,  his  fishing  basket,  and  such 


needful  things  as  he  could  stow  aWay  in  it.  "I 
wonder,"  he  says,  "  how  I  should  have  tolerated 
travelling  with  a  wife's  half-dozen  boxes  to  look 
after  !  "  If  ho  had  inquired  into  the  matter  he 
would  have  found  that  an  angler's  wife  never  takes 
more  than  one .  box,  and  that  is  half  filled  with  her 
husband's  things.  This,  to  use  his  own  language, 
"  is  one  of  those  delusions  resulting  from  pursuing 
what,  in  inductive  logic,  is  called  the  method"  of 
jumping  to  conclusions. 


Spencer's  Aim  in  Fly  Fishing  and  his  Flies. 

After  returning  from  one  of  his  angling  excursions 
in  Scotland,  he  was  telling  George  Eliot  about  his 
doings,  and  had  laughingly  described  the  dismay 
caused  in  two  fishermen  at  Inveroran  by  the  success 
of  his  heterodox  flies.  This  led  to  an  inquiry  con- 
cerning the  nature  of  my  heterodoxy.  "  I  explained," 
he  says,  "  that  I  did  not  believe  in  the  supposed 
critical  powers  of  salmon  and  sea-trout,  but  held 
that  if  one  of  them,  being  hungry,  saw  something  it 
took  for  a  fly,  it  would  rise,  and  that  consequently 
my  aim  was  to  make  the  best  average  representation 
of  an  insect  buzzing  on  the  surface  of  the  water. 
'  Yes,'  she  (that  is,  George  Eliot)  said,  '  you  have 
such  a  passion  for  generalising,  you  even  fish  with 
a  generalisation.'  "  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that 
the  two  anglers  at  Inveroran  nearly  had  fits  over 
Spencer's  flies.  He  applied  the  general  law  of 
evolution  to  what  he  calls  "  a  better  mode  of  dress- 
ing artificial  flies."  Fortunately  we  know  from  a 
very  competent  witness  what  manner  of  fisherman 
Spencer  was  and  how  he  dressed  his  flies,  for  the 
late  Dr.  Edward  Hamilton,  in  his  delightful  "  Re- 
collections of  Fly  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  and 
Grayling,"  published  in  1884,  says  :  "  Mr.  Herbert 
Spencer,  who  is  a  most  ardent  and  excellent  fly 
fisher,  has  his  Palmers  di'essed  so  that  the  hackle  is 
reversed,  and  I  must  say  they  are  very  deadly  in 
Loch  Ailt,  though  I  have  tried  them  elsewhere 
without  success." 

His  New  Kind  of  Splice  for  Fishing  Rods. 

In  the  Field  of  Jan.  14,  1871,  appeared  a  letter, 
signed  Herbert  Spencer,  describing  "  A  New  Fishing 
Rod."  It  was  really  a  new  method  of  making  the 
splice  in  a  fishing  rod.  It  was  made  for  him,  he 
says,  by  Mr.  Alfred  Carter,  of  St.  John-street-road, 
(doubtless  he  v/as  a  customer  of  Mr.  Carter's  from 
the  days  when  he  lived  at  No.  2,  Lloyd-street, 
Lloyd-square),  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  hear 
what  Mr.  Carter  remembers  of  the  famous  philo- 
sopher and  his  new  rod.  This  copy  of  the  drawing 
will  doubtless  suffice  to  bring  it  to  his  memory. 


In  his  letter  Spencer  describes  the  new  form  of  joint 
as  "  a  combination  of  the  splice  and  the  socket, 
possessing,  as  I  think,  the  advantages  of  both 
without  their  inconveniences.  The  figure  A  B  repre- 
sents a  splice  made  with  a  shoulder  at  C,  the  effect 
of  the  shoulder  at  C  being  that,  so  long  as  the  halves 
of  the  splice  are  held  together  laterally,  they  cannot 
be  di-aw7i  apart  longitudinally.  The  halves  of  the 
splice  are  held  together  laterally  by  a  sliding  socket 
or  collar,  DE,  of  such  length  and  diameter  that  when 
it  is  dra\ra  down  till  the  bottom  of  it,  E.  comes  to 
the  point  B,  or  rather  to  the  dotted  line  just  below 
B,  the  splice  is  lightly  enclosed  by  the  collar 
throughout  its  whole  length,  the  lightness  resulting 
of  course  from  the  slight  taper  of  the  rod  and  the 
corresponding  taper  of  the  collar."  After  describing 
the  advantages  he  claimed  for  his  method,  Spencer 
meets  the  obvious  objection  that  the  metal  ferrule 
would  stick  over  the  splice  when  the  wood  got  wet 
by  saying  that  he  had  the  wood  soaked  in  hot 
boiled  oil  and  then  varnished  to  make  it  waterproof. 
I  cannot  find  any  comment  on  his  letter  in  the  Field 
for  Jan.  14  or  for  some  weeks  after.  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  shoulder  C  would  weaken  the  rod  at  tliat 
point,  and  although  the  inventor  saj's  the  rod  gave 
satisfactory  results,  it  evidently  did  not  become 
popular,  "it  must  have  felt  when  casting  as  a  rod 
feels  when  a  ferrule  is  loose. 

Angling  Books  for  Sale. 

Mr.  Albert  Sutton,  of  48,  Bridge-street.  Man- 
chester, sends  me  a  catalogue  of  an  extensive  col- 
lection of  angling  books  which  he  has  for  sole  at 
very' reasonable  prices. 
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The  Coch-y-Bondhu. 

Anyone  who  is  going  fishing  where  the  beetle 
called,  the  "  Coch-y-Bondhu  in  Wales,  "  bracken- 
clock  "•  in  the  North  of  England,  and  "  fern  web  "• 
in  the  south-west  is  found,  should  have  in  his  book 
a  specimen  or  two  of  the  admirable  floating 
imitation  made  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Kennedy,  of  Ellerslie, 
Solihiall,  Warwickshire.  Good  baskets  are  often 
made  with  it  where  the  natural  beetle  is  imknown. 
It  looks  like  a  large  lady-bird,  and  is  very  cleverly 
made. 


The  Earliest  (?)  Mention  of  Dry-Fly  Fishing. 

In  a  recent  "  Occasional  Note  "  I  said  that  Mr. 
Senior  had  discovered  what  is  probably  the  earliest 
reference  in  print  to  dry-fly  fisliing  in  Pullman's 
"  Book  of  the  Axe."  On  April  19  Mr.  H.  Franklin 
Townsend,  who  is,  I  believe,  a  relative  of  the  late 
G.  P.  R.  Pullman,  the  angler  and  angling  writer, 
called  on  me  and  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Senior  had 
found  the  reference  in  Pullman's  "  Vade  Mecum  of 
Fly- Fishing,"  and  not  in  the  "  Book  of  the  Axe,"  as 
stated  by  me  in  error.  Mr.  Townsend  kindly  lent 
me  a  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  the  "  Vade  Mecum," 
which  was  published  in  1841,  and  I  here  give  the 
interesting  passage  about  dry-fly  fisliing  fi'om  it: — 

"  We  must  explain  this  apparent  mystery.  It  is 
well  knoNvn  that  trout  feed  much  upon  flies — 
Ephemeridaj — that  is  to  say,  the  duns,  etc.,  the 
habit  of  which  insects  is  to  sit  upon  the  water  ;  thus 
differing  from  the  Phryganidae,  which  chiefly  hover 
about  it.  When  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  is 
favourable  for  the  production  of  these  species,  they 
come  down  in  swarms,|and  the  fish,  in  order  to  seize 
them  the  more  easily,  station  themselves  close  under 
the  surface,  gently  fitting  their  noses  to  catch  them 
as  they  sail  over.  Now,  it  is  impossible  to  make  a 
soaked  artificial  fly  swim  upon  the  water  as  the 
natural  ones  do,  so  that,  when  cast  by  the  angler  to 
a  fish  thus  occupied,  it  most  commonly  escapes  his 
notice,  engaged  as  he  is  with  '  things  above,'  by 
sinking  in  the  water  beneath  him.  This  is  plain, 
because  if  the  wet  and  heavy  fly  be  exchanged  for  a 
dry  and  light  one,  and  past  in  artist-like  style  over 
the  feeding  fish,  it  will,  partly  from  the  simple  cir- 
cumstance of  its  buoyancy,  be  taken,  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten,  as  greedily  as  the  living  insect  itself.  We 
admit,  however,  that  to  ensure  this,  imitation  of  the 
predominant  species,  at  least  as  regards  colour  and 
size,  is  required ;  opining  that  if  the  dry-fly  be 
widely  different  in  these  respects  the  fish  will  be 
surprised  and  startled  at  the  novelty  presented,  and 
suspend  feeding  until  the  appearance  of  its  known 
and  familiar  prey." 

Thus,  it  appears,  over  sixty  years  ago  did  the 
dry-fly  system  emerge  from  its  shuck  into  the  sub- 
imago  stage  to  await  perfection  later  on  ;  it  is  not 
quite  perfect  yet. 


A  May  Fly  Yarn. 

Captain  R.  Steel,  writing  from  Camberley,  sends 
the  following  amusing  yarn  :  — 

"  A  junior  captain,  who  enjoyed  the  sporting 
confidence  of  his  general,  promised  the  latter  to  let 
him  know  by  wire  when  the  May  Fly  made  their 
first  appearance.  Our  captain  accordingly  handed 
in  the  following  wire  :  '  General  X, — May  Fly  up. — 
Z.,  Gapt.'  The  telegraph  clerk,  thinking  this  no 
fashion  for  a  captain  to  address  a  general  officer, 
added  an  '  I '  after  '  May  ' — that  is,  '  May  I  fly 
up  ?  '  the  result  being  an  official  long  envelope  in- 
timating severely  that  '  if  Capt.  Z  wished  to  obtain 
leave  he  should  apply  through  the  proper  channels.'  '- 

Last  Season  at  Altnacealgach — Two  Tons  of 
Trout  Caught. 

Probably  one  of  the  places  where  sport  with 
trout  is  most  certain  in  the  British  Islands  is  Altna- 
cealgach (which,  1  believe,  is  pronounced  Altna- 
galagher).  Although  1903  was  not  a  good  year  for 
anglers,  I  see  that  visitors  to  the  Altnacealgach 
Hotel  from  May  to  September  caught  14,615  trout, 
weighing  over  two  tons,  namely,  2  tons  3cwt.  271b. 
This  is  the  heaviest  take  recorded  for  the  past  five 
years.  Loch  Cama  comes  first  with  4941  trout, 
Loch  TJrigill  next  with  4858,  then  Loch  Veyatie  with 
2192,  and  other  waters  1239.  The  average  size  of 
the  trout  is,  roughly,  about  three  to  the  pound,  with 
of  course  many  larger  and  many  less  in  size. 
Although  I  have  recommended  many  anglers  to 
try  these  famous  lochs,  I  have  never  heard  of  one 
meeting  with  disappointment — except  when  they 
found  the  hotel  rooms  were  all  engaged. 

R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  NEW  PEESIDENT  OF 
FLY  FISHEKS'  CLUB. 


THE 


The  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie,  who  was  recently  unani- 
mously elected  president  of  the  "  Fly  Fishers,"  is 
one  of  its  oldest  and  most  popular  memTsers,  and 
the  club  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  secured 
his  acceptance  of  the  office.  The  photograph  of 
him  reproduced  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  was 
taken  by  a  brother  member,  Mr.  A.  C.  Kent, 
when  they  were  out  fishing  together.  Mr.  Mackie 
has  been  a  trout  angler  from  the  days  of  his 
youth,  and  has  also  done  some  salmon  fishing  in 
this  country,  cluefly  in  I)evon.shire,  and  also  in 
Iceland,  which  latter  country  he  thinks  not  half 
enough  visited  by  English  anglers.  Probably  they 
are  deterred  by  the  awful  accounts  of  the  discom- 
forts of  living  in  the  wilds  of  Iceland  and  being 
eaten  alive  by  mosquitoes  and  black  flies.  Mr. 
Mackie  makes  all  his  own  flies,  which  he  rightly 
considers  adds  greatly  to  one's  enjoyment  of  the 


water  within  the  area  of  the  fishery  proper,  exclusive 
of  lakes  extending  to  400  or  500  acres,  and  streams 
of  nearly  ten  miles  utilised  as  adjuncts  for  the 
supply  of  ova  from  the  wild  trout.  The  fact  of  wild 
trout  being  used  for  obtaining  ova  speaks  volumes 
for  the  production  of  the  very  best  fish  obtainable 
for  stocking  waters  with  really  sporting  fish.  We 
wish  Mr.  Henry  all  success.  There  is  no  doubt  fish 
culture,  and  especially  trout  culture,  has  a  great 
future  before  it  in  this  country,  where  anglers  are 
increasing  so  rapidly. 


THE  CKYSTAL  PALACE  FLY  AND 
BAIT  CASTING  TOUENAMENT. 

To  BE  Held  Friday,  July  22,  4nd  Saturd'?Iy,  ^ 
July  23,  1904. 

The  committee  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Fly  and 
Bait  Casting  Tournament  now  includes  the  following 
gentlemen  :— Mr.  C.  H.  Cook  ("  JohnBickerdyke"); 


The  Rev.  G.   E.   Mackie,  M.A. 
President  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 


sport,  and  at  times  to  one's  chance  of  sport,  because, 
as  he  says,  you  can  make  whatever  fly  you  see  "  on." 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  Mr.  Mackie,  who  was  for  many 
years  the  greatly  respected  headmaster  of  the 
famous  Godolphin  School  at  Hammersmith,  has 
very  kindly  consented  to  join  the  Crystal  Palace  Fly 
and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  Committee. 

R.  B.  M. 


THE  OAKEN   CLOUGH  FISHEKY, 
GARSTANG,  LANCASHIEE. 

We  understand  that  Mr.  Andrew  Henry,  who  for 
nearly  eight  years  had  been  secretary  of  the  Wyres- 
dale  Fishery  Company,  has  just  been  appointed 
manager  of  the  important  fishery  establishment  at 
Oaken  Clough,  near  Garstang,  owned  by  Mr.  Harold 
Jackson.  Mr.  Henry  is  well  known  in  the  angling 
world,  and  we  doubt  not  will  maintain  and  further 
develop  the  fishery  work  at  Oaken  Clough,  where  we 
understand  there  are  some  eight  or  ten  acres  of 


the  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie,  president  of  the  Fly  Fishers 
Club;  Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues,  Mr.  A.  C.  Kent  (all 
members  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club) ;  Mr.  J.  Pickup 
and  Ml'.  C.  O.  Minchin,  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  ;  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  president  of  the  London 
Anglers'  Association  ;  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  of  the 
Piscatorial  Society  ;  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towse,  clerk  of 
the  Fishmongers'  Company  and  secretary  of  the  Sal- 
mon and  Trout  Anglers'  Association  ;  Mr.  Saville 
Thomas,  hon.  curator  of  the  Crystal  Palace  Fisheries' 
Department ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  of  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society  (hon.  secretary) ;  and  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  chairman  of  the  Tournament  Committee. 
Other  names  will  be  added  shortly,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  the  committee  will  have  passed  the  rules,  etc., 
for  publication  next  week.  All  inquiries  respecting 
the  tournament  can  then  be  addressed  to  the  hon. 
sec,  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  Duloe  House,  Leytonstone,  E. 
Mr.  Emery  was  secretary  of  the  very  successful 
tournament  held  at  Orleans  House,  Twickenham, 
and  will  therefore  be  able  to  give  any  information 
necessary.: 
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The  R.  D.  Blackmore  Memorial  in  Exeter  Cathedral. 


JONATHAN  DAVID  SAMSON 

[Beduced  from  Photographs  of  the  if.  D.  Blackmore  Memorial  Window  designed  by  Messrs.  Percy  Bacon  efc  Brothers,  of  London.] 

The  figures  of  Jonathan,  David,  and  Samson  were  suggested  by  Messrs.  Bacon  as  symbolical  of  attributes  of  the  character  of  John  Ridd, 
the  hero  of  "  Lorna  Doone  " — namely,  Love  and  Tenderness,  Courage,  and  Strength. 


Mr.  Edex  Phillpotts,  on  Tuesday  last,  April  26, 
1904,  unveiled  the  Avindow  and  tablet  to  the 
memory  of  Mr.  R.  D.  Blackmore,  author  of  "  Lorna 
Doone,"  which  by  kind  permission  of  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  have  been  erected  in  Exeter  Cathedral  by 
some  friends  and  admirers. 


Mr.  Blackmore  was  an  angler,  and  the  subscribers  | 
the  memorial  include  many  anglers,  as  well  as 
many  American  admirers,  thanks  to  the  assistance 
given  to  the  committee  by  Mr.  Albert  H.  Whitin, 
w  ho  has  had  charge  of  the  matter  in  America. 

The  inevitable  delay  which  has  occurred  has 
eally  proved  most  helpful,  inasmuch  as  it  enabled 
he  committee  to  accept  a  very  liberal  offer  from 
rs.  Percy  Bacon  &  Brothers  to  design  and  set 
up  a  window  at  a  very  reduced  price  as  a  mark  of 
their  appreciation  of  the  author. 

The  marble  tablet  with  medallion  portrait  which 
is  placed  under  the  window  is  the  work  of  another 
admirer  of  Mr.  Blackmore— namely,  Mr.  Harry 
Jfems,  of  Exeter— who  has  been  very  successful  in 
the  difficult  work  of  reproducing  the  features  of 
the  author  in  marble.- 


Co/;y  fif  tite  Wtirdiny  oil  tne  J'aUtet: 
This  Tablet  with  the  window  above  are  a  tribute  of 

admiration  and  affection  to  the  memory  of 
RICHARD    DODDRIDGE   BLACKMORE,  M.A. 
Son  of  the  Rev.  .fohn  Blaclxmore,  Educated  at  Blundell'a 
.School,  Tiverton,  and  Exeter  College,  Oxford  (Scholar) 
Barrister  of  the  Middle  Temple,  1852 
Author  of  "  Ijorna  Doone,"  "  Sprinyhaven, '  and  other  works 
Born  at  Longworth,  Berks,  7  June,  182.'> 
Died  at  Teddington,  Middlesex,  20  Jan.,  1900 

"  Insight,  and  humour,  and  the  rhythmic  roll 
Of  anti(|ae  lore,  his  fertile  fancies  sway'd. 
And  with  their  various  eloquence  array'd 
His  sterling  English,  pure  and  clean  and  whole. 

"  He  added  Christian  courtesy,  and  the  humility 
of  all  thoughtful  minds,  to  a  certain  grand 
and  glorious  gift  of  radiating  humanity." 

Cradock  yowell. 


COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  James  Baker 

Mr.  J.  M.  Barrie 

Mr.  Mackenzie  Bell 

Mr.  William  Blackwood 

The  Right    Rev.    the  Lord 

Bishop  of  Bristol 
Mr.  Hall  Caine 
Mr.  W.  C.  K.  Clowes 
Mr.  A.  H.  Davis 
Mr.  J.  S.  C.  Davis 
Rev.  J.  P.  Faunthorpe 
Mr.  Charles  Garvice 
Mrs.  Gordon 
Mr.  Thomas  Hardy 
Mr.  Clive  Holland 
Mr.  Rudyard  Kipling 
Mrs.  Freiligarth  Kroeker 
Mr.  Ernest  Lacy  (the  High 

School,  Philadelphia.U.S.A.) 


Mr.  A.  Pinto  Leite 
Miss  E.  Pinto  Leite 
Mr.  Edward  Marston 
Professor  Raphael  Meldola 
Mr.  Robt.  J.  Jlitchie 
Mr.  Herbert  Morrali 
Mr.  A.  J.  Munby 
Mr.  Eden  Phillpotts 
Air.  Rowland  E.  Prothero 
Mr.  Walter  Raymond 
Mr.  Stuart  J.  Reid 
Mr.  W.  Clark  Russell 
Mr.  G.  E.  N.  Ryan 
Mr.  Douglas  Sladen 
Mr.  T.  Herbert  Warren 
Mr.  Harrison  Weir 
Mr.     Albert     H.  Whitin 
(AVhltinsville,  Mass.,  U.S.A.) 
Jlr.  W.  H.  K.  Wright 


MR.  JAMES  BAKER, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 

MR.  R.  B.  MARSTON, 

Hon.  .See.  and  Hon.  Treasurer. 
St.  Dunstan'B  House,  Fetter-lane, 
London. 


The  Inscription  will  be  altered  to  begin,  "This  Tablet  and  the  window,'  etc. 
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ABOUT  THAMES  TEOUTING. 


One  of  the  best  trout  fishermen  on  the  Thames 
wrote  to  me  a  few  days  ago  and  said  :  "I  fished  two 
hours  on  April  1,  two  hours  on  the  2nd,  five  hours 
on  the  3rd,  four  hours  on  the  4th,  and  one  hour  on 
the  5th  ;  since  then  I  have  not  touched  a  bait." 
In  a  continuation  of  his  letter  he  says:  "  Those  who 
trust  to  luck  at  fronting  are  bound  to  be  left  in  the 
long  run."  I  could  not  resist  the  temptation  of 
taking  this  extract  from  a  private  letter  as  the  text 
of  a  few  lines  in  regard  to  Thames  trouting. 

The  subject  is  a  most  fascinating  one,  especially  for 
those  who  wish  to  try  their  hand  at  trouting  for  the 
first  time,  and  also  for  those  who  have  tried  and 
failed.  The  latter  will  probably  tell  you  that  the 
chances  of  getting  a  Thames  trout  are  a  himdred  to 
one  against.  Certainly  the  odds  are  great,  though 
it  is  possible  to  run  a  fish  on  the  first  visit  to  the 
river.  When  this  does  happen  it  acts  as  a  great 
encouragement,  for  it  will  probably  follow  that  the 
same  angler  may  not  succeed  in  getting  another  fish 
for  some  seasons.  To  my  mind,  much  depends  upon 
the  amount  of  time  one  can  spend  upon  the  subject. 
This,  again,  is  not  always  successful,  for  I  know  a 
certain  Thames  angler  who  has  been  able  to  give 
the  ,whole  of  his  time  to  Thames  trouting  for  the 
first  two  months  of  the  season  (April  and  May),  and 
has  then  not  always  succeeded  in  doing  great 
things.  Of  course  he  has  had  trout,  but  not  neces- 
sarily large  fish.  Another  noted  trout  angler,  Mr. 
D.  Hayer,  who  has  in  his  time  caught  some  fine  fish 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river,  tells  me  that  once 
he  had  a  friend  staying  with  him  who  was  very 
anxious  to  get  a  Thames  trout ;  so,  knowing  the 
locaUty  of  a  good  fish  in  the  Teddington  reach,  he 
(Mr.  Hayer)  took  his  friend  down  stream  in  his 
dinghy  and  anchored  about  tliirty  yards  above  the 
fish  an  hour  before  it  was  usually  seen  to  feed. 
There  was  no  doubt  about  the  fish  being  there,  for 
it  was  seen  on  each  of  the  twelve  successive  evenings 
they  tried  for  it,  though  the  trout  refused  the  prof- 
fered bait.  On  the  thirteenth  evening  the  visitor 
declined  to  "  waste  "  the  evening.  Perhaps  he  was 
superstitious,  and  did  not  believe  in  the  thirteenth 
time ;  so  Mi'.  Hayer  went  by  himself,  and  on  letting 
the  bait  down  stream  from  the  boat  it  was  seized 
before  he  had  got  comfortably  settled.  The  trout 
was  safely  landed,  and  weighed  over  81b. 

In  the  instance  above  described  it  is  evident  that 
careful  perseverance  won  as  against  the  argument 
as  to  devoting  much  time  to  the  matter.  Thames 
trouting  is  generally  confined  to  live  baiting  or 
spitming.  With  the  former  style  in  the  open  water 
one  can  use  one's  own  judgment  as  to  how  the  bait 
shall  be  worked,  but  these  are  usual  rules.  On  hot 
days,  when  the  bleak  are  on  the  surface,  angle 
without  any  shot  on  the  line  ;  when  it  is  cold  and 
dull,  or  there  are  very  cold  winds,  try  a  few  shots 
on  the  gut,  three  feet  or  so  away  from  the  bait. 
This  will  keep  the  bleak  below  the  surface  amongst 
the  shoal,  into  which  the  feeding  trout  wiU  dash  for 
food.  The  primary  point  is,  first  locate  your  trout. 
If  you  cannot  find  one,  it  is  almost  useless  to  fish 
with  a  live  bait,  though  spinning  may  be  adopted 
as  a  speculation.  It  is  the  custom  with  experienced 
trout  fishermen  to  have  with  them  in  the  dinghy  or 
punt  a  second  rod  fitted  up  with  a  spinning  bait. 
The  object  in  view  is  this  :  If  the  feeding  trout  does 
not  "  show  up  "  near  the  live  bait  which  you  have 
out,  but  is  seen  feeding  either  to  the  right  or  left  of 
you,  it  often  proves  successful  to  drop  the  live-bait 
rod  and  pick  up  the  one  with  the  spinning  tackle, 
and  cast  across  the  feeding  trout.  This  has  to  be 
done  carefully  and  neatly,  without  any  splash,  and 
the  spinning  bait  (either  a  small  bleak  mounted  on 
a  flight  of  hooks,  with  the  tail  bent  on  the  lower 
hook  to  make  it  spin,  or  a  small  bleak  on  a  spinner) 
drawn  sharply  across  the  river  in  front  of  the  fish. 

We  are  all  fairly  well  agreed  as  to  the  shyness  of 
ordinary  bro  )k  trout,  but  there  is  a  divided  opinion 
upon  this  question  in  regard  to  Thames  fish.  I 
have  seen  anglers  both  in  the  open  water  and  on  the 
weirs  extremely  careful  in  their  movements  when 
fishing  lest  they  should. "  put  down  "  a  fish,  and  on 
the  other  hand  I  have  seen  anglers  quite  careless  of 
this  point  catch  a  fish.  In  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
river  trout  get  fairly  well  used  to  the  disturbance  of 
the  water,  by  launches,  punt  poles,  and  sculls,  as 
well  as  an  occasional  bombardment  of  stones  from 
boys  on  the  bank.  These  disturbances  no  doubt 
8care  a  fish  for  some  little  time,  but  not  for  long. 
Then  I  have  personally  experienced  a  large  trout 
feeding  for  fully  five  minutes  within  two  yards  of 
the  punt  in  which  I  was  fishing.    This  has  happened 


to  me  twice.  On'a  weir,  too,  I  have  seen  an  angler 
walking  to  and  fro,  trying  one  run  after  the  other, 
with  his  shadow  on  the  water  and  his  bait  absolutely 
surrounded  by  hooks,  and  using  a  jack  float  as  a 
pilot,  and  yet  get  a  5-pounder.  But  despite  this,  I 
advise  great  caution  and  a  quick  eye  to  notice  a 
moving  fish.  The  latter  is  not  always  an  easy 
matter  in  a  weir,  but  practice  or  custom  to  do  it  will 
help  one  considerably.  The  greatest  point  of  all  to 
ensure  success  is  the  knowledge  of  the  exact  locality 
of  a  fish,  and  the  next  important  point  is  to  notice 
the  time  it  feeds.  Having  done  this,  you  will  have 
to  have  great  patience,  and  so  long  as  you  see  the  fish 
feeding  at  or  about  its  usual  time,  it  is  best  to  angle 
for  that  one  alone  and  not  roam  about  in  search  of 
another. 

I  have  already  indicated  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
where  one  or  two  fish  may  be  seen.  The  large  trout 
I  mentioned  just  above  Teddington  lock,  well 
out  in  the  river,  has  already  been  tried  for  a  few 
times,  but  owing  to  the  cold  winds,  which  affect  this 
wide  part  of  the  river,  the  fish  has  not  been  showing 
up  well.  But  it  is  still  there,  and  will  be  a  great 
feather  in  the  cap  of  its  captor.  There  is  a  trout  of 
olb.  or  61b.  which  Avorks  between  Burgoyne's  Boat- 
yard at  Kingston  and  the  Sun  Hotel,  and  there  is 
another  near  the  large  poplar  opposite  the  To^rasend 
Hole.  There  is  a  101b.  fish  in  midstream  opposite 
Budden  and  Hart's  at  Surbiton.  Buttery,  the  pro- 
fessional at  Thames  Ditton,  informs  me  that  he  has 
only  seen  one  fish  moving  in  that  locality — opposite 
the  wharf,  on  the  edge  of  the  large  eddy.  Up  to  the 
present  I  have  not  heard  of  a  fish  being  seen  at 
Molesey.  There  are  always  some  there  below  the 
bridge  and  opposite  the  water  gallery  and  in  the 
weir,  but  they  have  not  been  showing  as  yet.  Mr. 
E.  Dangerfield  once  told  me  there  was  always  a 
trout  to  be  had  at  Hampton,  opposite  the  church  in 
midstream.  He  has  taken  good  trout  there  ;  but 
on  inquiry  at  Hampton  (Langshaw's  Ferry)  I  am 
told  that  no  trout  have  been  noticed.  There  is  a 
good  fish  just  below  Sunbury  Lock,  and  two  or 
three  in  the  weir  stream,  but  they  have  been  quiet. 
Shepperton  weir  has  already  yielded  a  fish  or  two, 
but  Chertsey  has  not.  The  latter  weir  is  a  good  one 
for  large  fish,  but  it  is  difficult  to  fish,  as  the  best 
run  has  no  landing-stage  over  it,  and  a  punt  has  to 
be  fixed  above  the  lock  in  order  to  allow  of  the 
angler  fishing  below.  The  difficulties  of  landing  a 
trout  from  this  position  may  be  imagined.  From 
amongst  these  few  places  mentioned  the  casual 
Thames  trout  fisherman  ought  to  be  able  to  see  a 
trout,  even  if  he  is  not  fortunate  enough  to  catch  it. 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 

WHEEE  TO  GO  FOE  BLACK  BASS. 
THE  BLACK  BASS  AT  CLARK'S  LAKE. 

On  June  6,  1Q02,  a  lady  angler.  Miss  Nellie  Felton, 
caught  a  large-mouthed  black  bass  at  Clark's  Lake, 
in  Jackson  county,  Mich.,  which  weighed  5 Jib.  and 
was  22|in.  long.  This  was  one  of  the  very  largest 
fish  ever  taken  in  a  region  that  has  at  least  100 
splendid  bass  lakes  within  a  radius  of  less  than 
fifteen  miles,  with  the  well-known  Devil's  Lake 
station  (Lake  Shore  Road)  as  a  centre. 

Clark's  Lake  is  one  of  the  best  for  bass  fishing. 
It  contains  both  the  small  and  large-mouthed  black 
bass,  and  only  those  who,  while  observing  the  law 
against  spearing  at  night,  yet  go  out  with  a  Mghted 
jack  lamp  at  the  bow  of  the  boat  and  study  the  fish 
then  to  be  seen,  know  how  many  and  large  bass  are 
there,  in  spite  of  the  persistent  fishing  for  them. 
Indeed,  hke  the  sportsman  who  loves  to  pursue  big 
game  with  a  camera  rather  than  with  a  gun,  there 
are  fishermen  who  deem  a  night's  visit  thus  with  the 
big  fish  quite  as  fascinating  and  full  of  joy  as  when, 
in  daylight,  they  cast  the  frog,  phantom  minnow, 
spinner  hook,  or  shiner  for  these  burly  pirates  of 
Michigan's  inland  water  jewels. 

The  ease  and  sure  confidence  with  which  a  bass 
moves  and  plays  under  the  hght  of  the  big  night 
lamp  are  a  revelation  to  the  novice.  How  grace- 
ful, how  sure  of  freedom,  how  impossible  to  possess 
him  !  There  he  is,  not  twenty  feet  away  !  You 
can  see  his  eyes  roll  as  he  watches  the  boat  and  its 
occupants,  and  the  power  in  that  broad  tail.  Over 
that  moss  growing  so  thickly  up  from  the  bottom  for 
several  feet  he  glides  and  watches.  Immerse  two 
held  stones  under  the  surface  of  the  water  and 
strike  them  together.  The  fish  will  dart  away  so 
suddenly  that  he  fairly  splits  a  crack  in  the  water. 
You  see  the  round,  gravel-hned  beds  where  he  and 


his  companion  sleep.  And  by  day  you  may  some- 
times, when  the  light  is  favourable  for  a  look  into 
five  or  six  feet  of  water  over  the  bed,  observe  how 
he  guards  the  spot  from  all  intruders.  Woe  to  the 
luckless  perch,  bluegill,  or  sunfish  that  trespasses 
into  that  home  ! 

And  when  you  locate  the  bed  or  the  spot  where 
fifty  or  even  a  hundred  of  those  Uttle,  pebble-lined 
cups  or  hollows  dot  a  broad  patch  of  the  bottom, 
mark  the  spot  with  a  stake  or  a  handkerchief  tied 
to  a  bulrush,  and  go  out  there  on  the  very  darkest 
night  with  a  big  fly  made  of  dark  chicken  feathers, 
tied  ever  so  rudely  on  a  big  hook,  and  troll  for  them. 
The  results  are  very  likely  to  surprise  you,  for  this 
style  of  fishing  for  them  is  not  practised  in  that 
region.  Or  in  the  late  autumn,  when  the  cleansing 
lake  is  stirred  under  brave,  cool  winds  that  ruffle  it 
into  a  perpetual  onrush  of  white-capped  waves,  and 
the  snows  of  Thanksgiving  fall  and  disappear  in  the 
tarn,  try  with  a  lOoz.  lead  weight  to  be  dragged 
along  the  bottom,  and  with  side-lines  a  dozen  feet 
long  placed  six  or  eight  feet  above  the  weight  on 
the  bottom  of  the  trolling  line.  Use  No.  2  Limerick 
hooks  on  them,  baited  with  frogs  or  minnows. 
Again  the  results  will  surprise  you,  for  this  style  of 
fishing  is  also  almost  unknown  in  southern  Michigan. 
It  should  be  in  the  very  deepest  water,  say  forty 
feet  or  more,  for  at  that  season  the  bass  lie  deep. 

But  it  is  in  June  that  the  fisherman  feels  the 
angling  fever  most  keenly,  when  the  summer  is  like 
a  maiden  dressed  and  garlanded.  And  then  the 
lake  is  at  its  very  best  for  nature  beauty.  The 
wheat  fields  near  are  showing  their  wealth  of 
bearded  heads  ;  the  birds  have  not  become  silent. 
The  whole  is  a  poem  of  outdoor  life  : 

The  tang  of  it  is  wondrous  sweet — 

It  is  with  summer  scented  ; 
It  holds  the  rustle  of  the  wheat 

Through  days  glad  and  contented  ; 
It  has  a  whisper  of  the  rose. 

And  apple-blossoms'  savour  ; 
The  June  days  with  their  lazy  doze 

Where  grasses  lend  a  flavour. 

And  then  is  when  the  fisher  will  probably  wake 
the  echoes  along  those  sylvan  shores  with  the  thud 
and  knock  of  the  oarlocks,  and  fret  the  surface  with 
splash  of  cast  bait  or  deftly-cast  bass  fly  or  minnow.  A 
favourite  method  is  for  the  fisherman  to  stand  in  the 
bow,  and  cast  ahead  and  to  the  right  and  left,  having 
the  boat  slowly  paddled  along  the  edge  of  the  blue 
water,  and  where  the  rushes  sway  in  the  winds  arid 
waves.  There  is  a  peculiar  aquatic  growth  there  in 
addition  to  the  moss.  Tall  weeds,  often  with  stalka 
ten  feet  long,  rise  through  the  depths,  seeking  Hght 
and  air.  Green  leaves  that  never  reach  the  surface 
are  scattered  along  the  stalks,  which  terminate  in  a 
little  round  bud  or  button.  These  rise  to  just  above 
the  surface,  and  those  weed  patches  are  excellent 
locations  for  bass  fishing.  Such  a  spot  is  near  the 
north  end  of  the  lake.  The  writer  has  taken  as  high 
as  eight  bass,  averaging  nearly  21b.  each,  from  those 
weeds  without  hftmg  the  anchor.  Minnows  were 
used,  the  striking  fish  being  allowed  full  time  to 
swallow  them,  this  sometimes  taking  the  bait  six  or 
even  ten  feet  before  the  hook  was  set  by  a  jerk  at 
the  butt  of  the  rod,  and  the  reel  screamed  as  the 
first  rush  of  the  fish  ensued. 

Give  that  Bass  Loose  Line. 

A  third  way  to  take  black  bass  is  also  little  used! 
there,  and  has  shown  capital  results.  Using  earth 
worms,  catch  a  small  perch,  say  four  or  five  inches 
long.  Pass  a  No.  1  hook  through  both  hps  of  the 
perch,  and  troll,  using  the  perch  as  a  bait.  This  ia 
a  killer  for  the  large-mouthed  bass,  which  will 
strike  and  hold  the  bait.  Now  the  angler  will  make 
a  fatal  mistake  if  he  jerks  the  Une,  for  he  will  only 
pull  the  perch  from  the  mouth  of  the  bass.  Give 
that  bass  loose  Une  !  Wait !  He  will  chew  at  the 
perch  until  he  has  scaled  his  quarry,  and  then  he  \vill 
reverse  the  perch  in  his  mouth,  swallowing  him 
head  first,  and  swim  off.  Then  is  the  time  to  pull 
on  the  fine.    Try  this  method. 

For  always,  be  it  remembered,  there  are  very 
many  black  bass  at  Clark's  Lake.  But  they  have 
been  fished  for  until  they  are  educated,  and  you 
must  humour  them  or  snare  them  with  unusua 
methods  of  anghng,  hke  those  described  above. 

Go  there  from  Chicago,  Detroit,  or  Toledo  by  the 
Lake  Shore  road,  *and  from  Cincinnati  by  the  Cin 
cinnati  Northern  road.  Rates  for  board  and  boat! 
are  very  cheap ;  every  farmer  whose  courtesy  yoi 
do  not  abuse  will  welcome  you  ;  every  breeze  anc 
draught  of  that  spring  water  will  be  a  message  anc 
promise  of  renewed  health  and  courage.    You  WU 
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be  sure  of  all  the  pan-fish  you  want  for  a  fish  fry  at 
noon  along  the  wooded  banks  ;  you  are  very  likely 
indeed  to  get  into  a  mix-up  with  a  bass  or  two 
every  hour  of  morning  and  evening,  fishing  that  will 
try  your  skill  and  tackle.  The  bass  you  do  get  will 
be  large  fellows,  and  no  livelier,  more  gamy  bass 
swim  in  still  water.  Many  and  many  a  crude 
fisherman  there,  without  reel,  landing-net,  or  gaff, 
who  has  depended  on  a  cajae  pole  and  line  tied  fast 
to  its  tip,  has  broken  his  heart  and  wanted  to 
commit  suicide  as  he  was  made  to  plunge  from  a 
paradise  of  excited  hope  to  the  blackest  depths  of 
despair,  as  he  pulled  in  a  limp  line  with  its  broken 
hook,  or  was  made  to  realise  that  if  he  could  have 
had  a  supple  pole  and  plenty  of  line  on  a  reel  and  a 
landing-net,  he  might  have  had  the  joy  of  Ufting  in 
a  4lb.  bass,  instead  of  seeing  the  fish,  after  being 
fought  to  exhaustion,  slowly  sink  and  disappear  in 
those  cool,  dim  depths. — Veltan,  in  New  York 
Shooting  and  Fishing. 


LOUGH  COEEIB  ANGLING 
COMPETITION. 

"  Dkak  Sih, — As  you  have  been  kind  enough 
from  time  to  time  to  note  in  your  valuable  paper 
your  approval  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Associatjpn  for  the  preservation  and 
improvement  of  the  free  fishing  in  Lough  Corrib, 
I  venture  to  take  the  liberty  of  asking  you  to  kindly 
publish  the  accompanying  notice  of  an  angling 
competition  started  by  a  few  energetic  members  of 
the  association  with  the  same  object. — Yours  truly, 
"  SCROPE  B.  DoiG, 
"  Hon.  Secretary  C.F.A.". 

Trollixg,  Dapping,  and  Casting  for  Tbopt, 
1904. 

An  angling  competition  will  be  held  at  Ough- 
terard,  co.  Galway,  from  May  25  to  Sept.  30, 
under  the  following  conditions  :  — 

COXDITIOXS. 

1.  — The  competition  will  be  held  under  two 
heads,  namely  : 

(a)  For  the  best  total  bag  made  by  any  one  boat 
in  six  consecutive  days  (Sundays  omitted)  during 
the  above  period.  By  any  or  all  of  the  above 
methods  of  fishing. 

(6)  For  the  best  bag  made  by  any  one  boat  in 
any  day,  except  Sunday,  during  the  above  period 
by  same  methods  of  fishing. 

2.  — Competitors  may  enter  for  one  or  both  of  the 
above,  but  can  only  take  one  prize. 

3.  — The  competition  will  be  open  only  to  amateur 
anglers  who  are  subscribers  to  the  funds  of  the 
Corrib  Fisheries  Association. 

4.  — Three  anglers  may  fish  in  each  boat;  one  of 
these  may  be  a  professional  fisherman,  but  in  that 
case  he  must  be  a  subscriber  to  the  funds  of  the 
C.F.A. 

5.  — Each  boat's  daily  catch  to  be  weighed  at 
such  place  as  the  committee  may  decide,  in  the 
presence  of  a  member  of  the  committee  or  their 
representative,  and  to  be  recorded  in  a  book  kept 
specially  for  the  purpose. 

6.  — Fishing  hours  to  be  from  9.30  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 

7.  — An  entrance  fee  of  5s.  for  each  boat  in  com- 
jietition  (a),  and  23.  6d.  for  each  boat  in  competition 
(6),  to  be  paid  in  advance.  Competition  cards  will 
be  obtainable  at  a  place  hereafter  to  be  decided,  on 
payment  of  above  fee,  and  must  be  taken  out  before 
starting  to  fish. 

8.  — Competitors  maj-  compete  twice  during 
*ho  above  period,  namely:   once  in  the  May  Fly 

'  ason  (May  25  to  .July  6)  and  once  in  the  "  Harry  " 
'•ason  (July  7  to  Sept.  30). 
A  fresh  entrance  fee  to  be  paid  each  time. 

9.  — The  decision  of  the  committee  to  be  final  on 
any  disputed  point,  three  to  form  a  quorum. 

10.  — No  trout  under  half  a  pound  in  weight  to 
count  towards  bag. 

11.  — The  above  rules  may  be  subject  to  revision 
by  the  committee  if  considered  necessary. 

Prizes. 

A  silver  challenge  cup,  to  become  the  property 
of  the  winner  of  five  competitions  for  (a). 

A  replica  of  the  above  in  silver,  value  about  £.5, 
to  be  given  to  the  winning  boat  in  competition 
'/),  and 

.\  similar  cup,  value  about  £2,  to  the  winning 
boat  in  competition  (h). 
The  crew  of  the  winning  boat  in  competition  (a) 


to  receive  a  sum  of  30s.  out  of  the  entrance  fees, 
and  the  crew  of  the  winning  boat  in  competition  (b) 
a  sum  of  15s.  from  the  same  source. 

The  number  and  value  of  the  prizes  may  be  revised 
by  the  committee  if  considered  advisable. 

Committee  : 
J.  P.  O'filahertie,  J.P,;        Colonel  Caulfield^ 
T.  Dillon  Lawson,  C.  K.  Court. 

Captain  E.  Anketell -Jones;  H;  Gascoigne. 

S.  B.  Doig. 

ScROPE  B.  Doig, 
Hon.  Secretary  C.F.A; 


CEEEPEE  FISHING. 

On  April  23  I  saw  an  angler  in  the  Eden  raking  up 
the  gravel  in  a  sharp  stream  with  his  foot,  holding 
his  net  close  by,  and  I  knew  that  he  was  trying  to 
catch  creepers,  the  larvae  of  the  Stone  Fly.  I 
thought,  "  You  are  a  fortnight  too  soon,  and  the 
water  is  neither  low  enough  nor  clear  enough,  nor 
is  the  weather  quite  balmy  enough  for  creeper." 
How  he  got  on  I  do  not  know,  but  I  wouldn't 
give  much  for  his  catch. 

At  one  time,  before  business  became  pressing,  I 
was  wont  to  devote  the  first  Saturday  in  May  to  a 
day  with  the  creeper  in  the  Caldew,  a  tributary  of 
the  Eden,  where  trout  took  the  creeper  a  week 
earlier  than  they  did  in  the  main  river.  The 
second  Saturday  in  May  is  better  than  the  first, 
and  the  next  better  still.  "  First  catch  your 
creepers."  To  make  sure  of  a  stock  for  a  day's 
fishing,  I  secured  a  boy  and  paid  him  sufficiently 
well  to  induce  him  to  meet  me  on  the  arrival 
of  the  fii'st  train  with  100  creepers  for  the  day's 
fishing.  Balancing  between  what  I  thought  the 
insects  were  worth,  and  what  he  would  consider 
handsome  pay,  I  hit  upon  ninepence,  and  that  suf- 
ficed to  ensure  me  a  supply.  Sometimes,  when  a 
change  had  come  over  the  weather,  and  instead  of 
being  calm  and  hot  it  was  bleak  and  windy,  I  would 
sit  down  and  smoke  on  the  river's  bank  till  he 
caught  a  stock  of  Stone  Flies  (locally  called  May 
Flies),  and  keep  the  creepers  for  another  week. 
Creepers  will  keep  for  a  fortnight  or  more  in  damp 
moss.  On  a  bleak  windy  day  in  May  the  creeper  is 
useless  ;  then  is  the  time  for  the  Stone  Fly.  There  is 
rather  a  marked  difference  between  the  two  baits. 
When  a  trout  takes  the  creeper,  baited  on  two  hooks 
^in.  apart,  one  hook  passed  crosswise  through  the 
shoulders,  the  other  threaded  through  the  thorax, 
one  second  elapses  before  the  line  straightens  out  to 
show  the  bite  ;  if  through  hesitation,  or  doubt 
owing  to  wind  blowing  the  line,  another  second  is 
allowed,  it  is  too  late.  The  fish  has  felt  the  hooks, 
and  a  flap  on  the  surface  is  the  fish's  parting  salute. 
With  the  Stone  Fly,  on  the  contrary,  fished  close  to 
the  banks  of  streams  and  streamy  pools — the  creeper 
being  fished  solely  in  rapid  gravelly  streams — the 
fish  will  come  again  and  again  if  they  miss  it,  and 
are  apparently  more  loth  to  part  with  it,  for  a  couple 
of  seconds  are  by  no  means  fatal. 

Like  the  minnow,  the  Stone  Fly,  and  the  bustard, 
the  creeper  kills  the  best  fish,  so  that  a  creel  of  fish 
taken  by  this  lure  are  sure  to  be  not  only  handsome, 
but  in  the  pink  of  condition.  And  of  all  branches  of 
fronting  with  natural  lures,  I  have  always  held  the 
creeper  to  be  supreme.  It  is  neater  and  cleaner  than 
the  clear-water  worm,'  and  even  more  deadly  ;  it  is 
tougher  than  the  Stone  Fly,  which  is  apt  to  fly  off 
the  hooks  in  casting  ;  and  if  I  were  limited  to  one 
day's  angling  in  a  year,  I  would  say — give  me  a  day 
with  the  creeper  in  the  middle  of  May,  a  fine, 
warm,  calm  day,  with  the  waters  low  and  clear. 

Greta. 


St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital. — All  who  are 
interested  in  the  splendid  work  done  by  that  great 
London  institution,  St.  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
should  sec  the  little  pamphlet  with  Sir  William  P. 
Treloar's  special  appeal  to  the  citizens  of  London 
for  funds  for  the  reconstruction  scheme,  which  can 
be  had  of  Mr.  Cross,  clerk  of  the  hospital.  The 
frontispiece  is  an  illustration  specially  contributed 
by  Sir  Edward  Poynter.  ' 

On  Saturday  morning.  May  31,  1834,  a  trout,  in 
the  highest  season,  and  of  an  extraordinary  size, 
weighing  14lb.,  was  caught  with  the  rod  and  line 
by  Lieut. -General  Sir  Samuel  Hawker  while  angling 
in  the  Thames  near  Richmond,  and  afterwards 
presented  to  His  Majesty. — Sunday  Times,  June  15, 
1834, 


AMEEICAN  NOTES. 
By  Theodore  Gordon; 

Americans  and  Winchester; 

All  American  anglers,  I  believe,  promise  them- 
selves a  visit  to  Winchester  at  some  time  in  the 
future.  I  saw  some  photographs  of  the  Itchen  and 
of  Itchen  trout  recently  that  interested  me  greatly. 
I  think  that  we  can  duplicate  many  things  found  in 
the  old  country,  and  that  an  Englishman  would 
find  that  some  of  the  fish  for  instance  greatly  re- 
sembled species  with  which  he  is  familiar  at  home. 
Our  native  trout,  as  far  as  habits  go,  are  much  the 
same  fish,  but  he  will  now  catch  the  genuine  brown 
or  yellow  trout  in  many  parts  of  this  country.  The 
fall  fish,  wind-fish  or  chub,  a  silvery,  well-made  fish, 
is  almost  the  English  chub,  but  does  not  grow  so 
large,  and  never  exceeds  31b.  In  fact,  I  never  saw 
one  that  weighed  much  more  than  21b.  It  takes 
grasshoppers,  white  grubs,  mussels,  minnows,  etc. 
I  have  caught  the  smaller  ones  with  trout  flies,  and 
it  gives  fair  sport  in  some  large  creeks,  where  better 
fish  are  not  to  be  found.  The  flesh  is  white  and 
sweet,  but  full  of  bones. 

Yellow  Perch,  Etc; 

The  yellow  perch,  so  numerous  in  all  our  ponds 
and  lakes,  does  not  differ  in  any  way  from  your  fish 
of  the  same  name.  Pike  are  very  pikey  anywhere. 
We  are  quite  rich  in  pikes  and  pickerels,  and  have 
the  pike-perch  also,  which  is  shaped  like  the  pike 
and  firmed  after  the  manner  of  the  perch.  Our 
roach  is  a  small  fish,  and  not  of  much  consequence. 
It  is  like  a  roach,  but  does  not  rise  to  the  dignity  of 
even  -|lb.  weight.  We  have  bream  at  the  South, 
and,  if  inquiry  was  pursued,  I  do  not  doubt  that 
we  have  numerous  species  that  would  make  you 
feel  at  home  when  you  caught  them. 

I  confess  that  it  surprises  me  to  read  of  so  great 
a  variety  of  game  and  common  fish  being  taken  in 
the  same  stream — salmon,  trout,  pike,  chub,  roach, 
barbel,  bream,  perch,  etc.,  all  apparently  having 
their  homes  in  close  juxtaposition.  Here  the  game 
fish  are  only  found  in  pure,  cold  waters,  rivers,  lakes, 
or  streams.  How  can  trout  flourish  in  the  Thames 
for  instance  ?  There  is  not  so  much  of  that  skilled 
fishing  for  the  fish  you  term  coarse  over  here.  W^e 
know  little  of  ground-bait.  A  friend  who  -v-isited 
the  river  and  had  permission  to  fish  teUs  me  that  he 
could  catch  nothing  over  a  pound,  the  big  fish 
being  too  smart  for  him.  I  think  he  showed  great 
skill  in  taking  any  trout  at  all.  Now  and  then  we 
have  all  experienced  something  like  a  fit  of  sulks, 
or  may  I  call  it  atheism  ?  We  lose  faith  in  aU  our 
favourite  fetishes,  and  are  tempted  to  follow  false 
gods.  The  trout  in  some  well-thrashed  stream 
conduct  themselves  after  the  mamier  of  idiots,  and 
forget  for  the  mpment  that  they  were  ever  sent  to 
school  and  should  behave  like  college  graduates^ 
What  strange  things  they  do  ;  what  crazy,  iU- 
looking  devils  of  flies  or  baits  they  take.  We  think 
that  the  fish  know  nothing,  and  are  quite  sui-e  that 
we  are  possessed  of  no  skill  whatever.  We  are 
tempted  to  adopt  the  policy  of  the  men  who  carry 
a  cast  of  two  flies  and  call  themselves  fly  fishers; 
These  fishermen  make  a  few  casts,  and  if  their  fUes 
are  not  promptly  accepted,  say,  "  Trout  are  not 
rising,  will  not  take  the  fly."  Out  comes  a  big  box 
of  worms,  and  no  more  use  for  flies  is  found  untU, 
maybe,  the  cast  is  put  up  again  for  a  few  minutes 
in  the  evening.  All  the  trout  are  reported  as  taken 
on  the  fly. 

American  Trout  Getting  Educated; 

Fortunately,  atheistic  doctrines  do  not  hold  us  for 
long.  We  return  to  the  true  faith,  as  the  lessons  of 
many  years  have  taught  it  to  us,  and  are  happy 
again.  We  do  not  require  such  delicate  creations 
as  yet  as  the  perfect  imitations  recently  worked 
out  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford,  but  we  have  many  waters 
where  a  high  degree  of  skill  is  necessary,  where  the 
dry-fly  is  much  fished,  and  where  a  good  copy  of  the 
natural  will  often  kill  far,  far  better  than  any  other 
fly  or  fancy.  If  not  in  numbers,  the  advantage 
will  be  shown  in  the  size  of  the  trout  taken.  I  re- 
member two  baskets,  one  containing  thirty-four,  the 
other  thirty-six  trout.  The  former  weighed  twice 
the  number  of  pounds  as  compared  -with  the  latter, 
and  the  difference,  it  was  agi'eed  by  both  anglers, 
was  caused  by  one  of  them  following  nature,  while 
the  other  did  not.  The  trout  were  rising  freely,  and 
the  smaller  ones  would  take  almost  any  good  fly.  if 
not  too  large. 
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THE  FISHING  EOD  AND  TACKLE 
PEICE  LIST  OF  THE  AEMY  AND 
NAVY  CO-OPEEATIVE  SOCIETY. 

The  fishing-tackle  price  list  for  1904  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  Co-operative  Society,  105,  Victoria-street, 
extends  now  to  over  200  pages,  well  illustrated, 
well  indexed,  and  covering  every  branch  of  angling 
in  fresh  and  salt  water  in  a  very  comprehensive 
manner,  and  doing  great  credit  to  the  very  courteous 
manager  of  the  department. 

In  addition  to  selling  the  specialities  of  many  of 
the  leading  fishing-tackle  houses,  the  society  has 
a  large  and  varied  stock  of  goods  of  its  own  manu- 
facture, and  among  this  season's  novelties  may  be 
noted  a  capital  celluloid  cast-damper  box  suggested 
by  a  well-known  angler,  Mr.  W.  G.  Craven.  Those 
who  do  not  bother  to  keep  casts  damp — and  I 
confess  I  do  not — will  find  the  box  just  as  useful  for 
carrjdng  flies.  Cut  a  series  of  circular  bits  of  dry 
paper,  the  first  ^in.  less  in  diameter  than  the  circular 
box,  and  the  others  each  ^in.  less  than  one  another  ; 
if  the  flies  on  eyed  hooks  are  stuck  round  the  edges 
and  the  largest  paper  disc  dropped  in  first,  and  then 
the  others  down  to  the  smallest,  it  will  be  found 
a  most  convenient  way  of  carrying  a  great  lot  of 
flies.  The  Craven  box  also  answers  admirably  for 
keeping  gut  casts,  as  it  is  perfectly  airtight. 

We  fear  that  there  is  not  a  great  demand  for  fish 
registers.  The  "  A.  &  N.'-  register  is  a  very  neat 
little  leather-bound  affair,  pocket-book  size,  with 
spaces  for  entering  "date,"  "river  and  locality." 
"fish,"  "weights,"  "total  weight,"  and  "remarks." 
In  reels  may  be  specially  mentioned  the  "  A  .&  N." 
soft  wind-in  and  stiff  run-out  fly-reel — a  really 
beautiful  reel  with  the  check  so  arranged  that  it 
is  always  easy  for  the  angler  to  wind  in  and 
stifier  for  the  fish  to  pull  off,  with  a  screw  to 
regulate  the  fish  check.  Being  easy  to  wind  in 
there  is  far  less  noise  than  there  is  in  most  check- 
reels;  The  "  Spica  "  hooks,  iUustrated  on  p.  144, 
will  be  found  first-rate  for  sea-fishing  where  there 
is  any  bother  in  preventing  the  bait  slipping 
down  into  the  bend,  as  the  spike  on  the  back  of  the 
shank  holds  up  a  soft  bait ;  the  Spiral  bait-holder 
(p.  144)  we  have  already  noticed  and  commended 
as  a  very  ingenious  idea.  In  trout  flies  they  have 
a  large  demand  for  sea  and  lake  trout  patterns  with 
patent  celluloid  bodies  in  various  colours,  which  do 
not  change  colour  in  water  or  fade,  and  are  very 
durable.  The  "A.  &  N."  salmon  and  trout  gut 
casts  are  first-rate ;  the  3-yard  eighteenpenny 
"  grilse  "  cast  wiU  lift  a  dead  weight  of  71b.  ;  the 
6s.  salmon  cast  is  good  enough  for  most  purposes  ; 
and  the  9s.  3-yard  cast  is  made  of  grand  gut,  every 
strand  carefully  picked  out.  The  "A.  &  N."  trout 
gut  casts,  fine  at  Is.,  and  extra  fine  at  Is.  6d.  each,  are 
very  nicely  stained  and  exceptionally  good  value ; 
whether  the  extra  fine  is  absolutely  undiawn  we 
should  not  like  to  say  for  certain,  but  it  is  almost  as 
smooth  as  salmon  gut.  In  addition  to  some  useful 
information  about  hcences,  there  are  a  few  parti- 
culars about  sea-fishing  and  other  fishing  places. 

In  connection  with  the  rod  department  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  the  society's  fishing-rod  factoiy 
is  situated  in  Johnson-street,  Page-street,  West- 
minster, where  a  large  stock  of  rods  may  be  seen, 
from  salmon  rods  to  5oz.  trout  lods,  and  where 
accommodation  is  provided  for  trying  a  rod  with 
reel  and  line.  Rods  of  every  description  are  made 
to  suit  all  kinds  of  fishing  in  any  part  of  the  world. 
The  actual  number  of  rods  sold  during  the  past 
year  was  1090.  Fishing  reels  and  general  tackle 
are  made  on  the  same  premises.  Spanish  silkworm 
gut  is  imported  direct  from  Murcia  through  the 
society's  agents,  thereby  securing  the  pick  of  each 
successive  crop,  and  in  the  hands  of  skilful  workers 
this  is  made  up  into  heaviest  salmon  casts  down  to 
the  humVjle  6d.  bottom  cast. 

Sea  Fishing. 
Great  strides  are  being  made  in  this  department 
Special  rods  and  lines  'are    supplied  for  use  in 
light  and  heavy  fishing,  including  Bates'  undressed 
twisted  hemp.    Another  make  is  a  specially  pre 
pared  dressed   line,    which   does  not  get  water 
logged,  and  is  said  to  be  impervious  to  the  action  of 
sea  water.    Sea  baits  and  paternosters  are  kept  in 
endless  variety. 

Tarpon  Fishing  and  Outfit. 
The  tarpon  is  found  in  its  perfection  on  the 
Southern  Gulf  coast  of  Florida,  from  Lemon  Bay 
to  Cape  Romano,  particularly  in  the  waters  of  Char 


lotte  Harbour,  Peace,  Myakka,  and  Caloosahatchie 
rivers,  and  in  thousands  at  Boca  Grande  and  Cap- 
tiva  Passes,  reached  by  rail  to  Punta  Gorda  and  by 
mall  boats  and  yachts  twenty  and  thirty  miles 
down  the  harbour  to  the  inlets,  and  within  ten  days 
from  London.  In  addition  to  tarpon  there  is  good 
fishing  at  times  for  snapjier,  mackerel,  jewfish,  saw- 


fishing  ''  from  small  boats  and  yacht  tenders,- 
manned  by  competent  guides.  Some  days  tarpon 
are  plentiful  and  strike  freely,  and  at  times  they 
disappear,  the  average  weight  being  from  901b.  to 
1201b.,  and  length  about  6ft.,  giving  an  exciting 
forty-five  to  sixty  minutes'  fight.  Yachts  may  be 
obtained  at  Punta. 


Detachable 
Whiffing  Lead  fob 
Sea  Fishing. 


The  "A.  &  N."  New  Tkout  Reel. 


The  Tarpon  ob  "  Silver  Kino." 
(Megalops  thriaaoides. ) 


Patent  Spiral  Bait  Holdeb 


The  "Spica"  Hook. 


Bait  Hook  to  Raw-hide  Snoods. 
Illustrations  of  a  Tarpon  Outfit. 


fish,  and  shark,  thus  giving  the  sportsman  the  oppor- 
tunity of  hooking  a  fish  weighing  from  lib.  to  4001b. 
at  any  time.  There  is  also  quail,  turkey,  and  other 
shooting.  In  December  and  January  tarpon  fishing 
is  fair,  February  poor,  March,  April,  and  May  very 
good,  with  June  and  July  the  best.  They  are 
caught  with  rod  and  reel  by  "still  troll--  and  !' drift 


Outfit  Requibed. 
Three  cane  rods,  fitted  with  double  guides  ;  tw< 
multiplying  reels,  with  check  and  thumb  brake 
three  linen  lines,  twenty-one  or  twenty-four  thread 
two  dozen  hooks.  No.  10-0,  mounted  on  piano  win 
snoods ;  two  dozen  ditto,  on  raw  hide  snoods, 
two  dozen  flat  leads,  1  Jin. ;  one  dozen  finger-stalls 
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one  leather  waist-belt,  with  socket ;  one  strong 
gaff :  two  hea^■y  shark  hooks  (^in.  iron) ;  200ft. 
shark  line  (iin.  diameter) ;  one  sheath  knife  and 
belt ;  one  revolver  ;  one  sporting  rifle  ;  one  bottle 
oil.  An  assortment  of  smaller  hooks,  lines,  sinkers, 
etc. 

A  tarpon  angler  describing  the  sport  says  :  — 
"  When  a  tarpon  is  hooked  a  violent  tugging  is  felt 
on  the  Hne,  then  dashing  like  a  mad  runaway  horse, 
vaulting  high  in  the  air,  writhing  its  body,  lashing 
its  head  from  side  to  side  to  throw  out  the  hook, 
faUing  backwards  with  a  roaring  plunge,  darting 
here  and  there,  jumping  so  near  as  to  drench  you 
with  spray,  then  a  hundred  yards  behind  you,  a 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  you,  ploughing  its  nose  in 
the  sandy  bottom,  then  off  Uke  a  flash — the  exciting 
sensation  must  be  experienced :  it  caimot  be 
described,  nor  can  its  equal  of  sport  be  surpassed  in 
any  country  or  cUme."  The  illustrations  show 
clearly  the  various  items  in  the  tarpon  outfit. 


THOUGHTS  ON  A  TROUT  OF  16LB.  FAIRLY 
CAUGHT  BY  A  LAD  OF  TEN. 

We  call  oureelves  Men  : 
We  are  children  ! — of  ten  (?) 
Oh,  no  !  for  I  guess 
That — as  fishers — we're  Zess. 

What's  the  use  of  our  bragging 
Of  big  trout — (or  nagging) 
When  a  mere  child  of  ten 
Licks  the  lot  of  "us  men.'' 

Sixteen  pounds  !    Which  of  you 
Can  that  fine  feat  out-do  ? 
Let  us  seek  "  job  at  mangling," 
Since  we're  nowhere  at  angling. 

My  lad,  I  admire  you  ! 
And  wish  I  could  hire  you 
To  do  all  my  fishing — 
Myself  watching  and  wishing. 

— E.  M.  Tod.- 


AN  UNSUCCESSFUL  ANGLING 
TEIP  TO  FINLAND. 
By  Wa  L.  Reid,  M.D, 

(Given  to  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Association, 
Jan,  18.  1904.) 


FisLAND  and  Siberia  seem  to  get  inextricably 
mixed  up  in  the  average  geographical  mind,  possibly 
from  both  being  parta  of  the  enormous  empire  of 
Russia.  When  my  wife  and  I  came  home  from  the 
trip,  of  which  I  am  now  going  to  give  a  short 
account,  our  friends  were  anxious  to  know  whether 
we  still  possessed  all  our  toes,  and  the  more  knowing 
wondered  whether  the  flies  had  left  us  in  a  recognis- 
able condition.  In  any  case,  we  found  most  of 
them  reprehensibly  ignorant  of  the  actual  condition 
of  Finland,  the  general  idea  being  a  place  of  bears 
and  snow  and  sledges.  Finland,  or  Suomi — the 
land  of  lakes — as  the  natives  call  it,  is  a  large 
country,  rather  larger  than  the  combined  areas  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  so  flat  that,  except 
in  Lapland,  there  are  few  parts  higher  than  400ft.- 
The  land  is  covered  by  huge  forests  of  pine  and 
birch,  and  the  lakes  dotted  with  pine-clad  islands. 
It  is  called  the  "  Land  of  a  Thousand  Lakes,"  but 
ten  thousand  would  be  nearer  the  mark  if  one 
counts  small  and  great.  In  the  north  there  is  not 
much  arable  land,  and  only  rye  can  be  grown,  but 
in  the  south  wheat,  oats,  and  barley  ripen  fairly, 
and  so  do  even  apples  and  cherries.  Berries  of 
many  sorts  thrive  well,  strawberries  so  well  that 
it  is  sometimes  called  "  Strawberry  Land.''  The 
chief  exports  are  timber,  tar.  wood-spirit,  and 
butter.  It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  formerly 
this  butter  was  sent  to  Denmark  and  then  to 
England  as  Danish  butter,  but  now  it  is  being  sent 
directly  to  England,  where  £37,000  is  paid  every 
day  for  foreign  butter. 

In  winter  the  temperature  in  the  north  is  forty 
degrees  below  zero,  the  mercury  sometimes  freezing 
in  the  thermometer,  and  in  the  summer  rises  to 
even  ninety  degrees  Fahr^  The  Finns  are  quiet, 
industrious  folk  who  profess  the  Lutheran  form  of 
religion,  and  remind  one  much  of  Scotch  villagers 
of  fifty  or  one  hundred  years  ago. 

As  regards  their  history,  the  Finns,  belonging 
probably  to  the  great  Turanian  family,  are  supposed 


to  have  been  driven  by  the  Bulgarians  away  from 
their  settlements  on  the  Volga,  and,  reaching  Fin- 
land, in  turn  drove  the  aboriginal  inhabitants,  now 
the  Lapps,  into  the  bleak  regions  of  the  far  north. 
In  1293,  after  a  long  struggle,  the  Swedes  conquered 
the  country  and  introduced  Christianity.-  By  them 
the  country  was  well  .governed,  and  it  prospered 
until  wrested  from  the  Swedes  by  Alexander  I.  of 
Russia  in  1809.  Since  that  date  it  has  remained 
under  Russian  rule,  but  with  its  own  parliament, 
laws,  rehgion,  and  its  national  institutions.  It  has 
always  been  much  above  the  level  of  Russia  as 
regards  education,  industry,  and  progress  generally. 
Unfortunately  -within  the  last  few  years  Russia  has 
entered  on  a  policy  of  crushing  out  all  that  is 
distinctive  and  national,  and  this  the  Finns  are 
resenting  deeply,  but  cannot  help  as  there  are  only 
2,500,000  of  them  altogether  as  against  125,000,000 
of  Russians.  But  the  younger  and  stronger  people 
are  leaving  the  country  rather  than  submit.-  Last 
year  37,000  emigrated  to  Canada  or  the  United 
States.- 

The  Finnish  language  is  a  very  difficult  one  for 
a  stranger  to  acquire,  perfectly  different  from 
Swedish  on  the  west  or  Russian  on  the  south. 
Each  noun  has  sixteen  cases,  and  is  so  changed  by 
the  addition  of  suffixes  that  the  original  word  is 
hard  to  recognise.  The  vowels  are  frequently 
modified,  and  this  leads  to  difficulty  in  pronouncing 
them  correctly.  Hungarian  and  Japanese  have 
most  in  common  with  it.  It  is  said  by  some  to  be 
soft  and  harmonious,  but  we  did  not  think  it  so. 
Its  chief  literature  is  contained  in  the  Kalevala,  a 
great  epic  poem  of  over  2000  verses  formed  by 
collections  of  old  songs  and  traditions.  From  it 
Longfellow  borrowed  the  eight-syllabled  trochaic 
verse  in  which  he  wrote  his  Hiawatha,  and  indeed 
the  style  of  the  latter  poem  gives  one  a  fair  idea  of 
the  Kalevala. 

The  railway  system  of  Finland  is  not  very  exten- 
sive, but  it  is  convenient  for  travellers  as  it  runs  all 
along  the  south  coast  and  pretty  far  north  on  both 
the  east  and  west  of  the  country.  It  is  very  cheap, 
and  we  got  circular  tickets  which  took  us  nearly 
over  the  whole  country  for  £4  5s.  3d.  each.  This 
was  second  class  as,  except  on  the  lines  in  the 
south,  there  is  no  first  class. 

In  a  trip  to  Finland,  and  especially  to  the  far 
north,  there  is  a  factor  to  reckon  with  which  is 
sometimes  forgotten,  and  which  may  render  an 
otherwise  delightful  trip  unbearable.  It  is  the 
mosquito.  I  have  gone  for  three  weeks  within  the 
Arctic  Circle  unable  to  turn  my  head  without  turn- 
ing my  whole  body,  because  of  the  swelling  on  the 
back  of  my  neck  from  mosquito  bites.  A  gold 
miner  in  Alaska  described  the  mosquitoes  there  as 
being  as  big  as  rabbits  and  biting  at  both  endsj  I 
have  encountered  the  creature  from  Washington, 
U.S.A.,  on  the  south  to  Quickjock  within  the  Arctic 
Circle  on  the  north,  and  feel  sure  that  the  Scandi- 
navian species  is  not  a  whit  behind  his  southern 
brethren  in  activity  and  venomousness.  Let  me 
try  to  amuse  you  by  quoting  some  experiences  in 
Lapland  and  Finland.  Cutcliffe  Hyne,  in  entering 
Lapland,  said :  "  The  air  was  warm — warm  as  an 
English  summer.  And,  note  well  the  occasion,  the 
first  mosquito  came  to  us.  We  hailed  him  as  a 
friend  then  ;  Hayter  had  seen  him  last  in  Florida,  I 
had  heard  his  music  a  year  before  on  the  Gold 
Coast,  and  we  both  mentioned  that  the  mosquitoes 
had  no  power  over  us,  that  our  skins  were  invulner- 
able. Little  did  we  know  the  biting  power  of  this 
northern  monster,  bitterly  were  we  to  learn  it  '-' 
("Through  Arctic  Lapland,''  p.  31).  Then  further 
on  he  said  the  mosquito  season  was  in  full  swing: 
"  They  came  in  their  milliards,  gaunt,  grey  fellows, 
without  one  grain  of  fear  for  death.-  They  got  their 
trunks  inserted  in  some  unlucky  pore  and  presently 
their  bodies,  from  the  wing  sockets  backwards, 
would  grow  into  transparent  scarlet  blobs?  We 
were  covered  with  blood  splashes  from  slaying  these 
vampires,  and  sore  with  slapping  at  them,  but  it 
was  some  selfish  consolation  to  see  that  the  men  of 
the  place  suffered  equally"  (p.  56). 

The  Hayter  above  mentioned  was  an  artist,  and 
coming  to  some  picturesque  clearings  in  the  forest 
it  is  said :  "  We  came  to  a  halt,  and  Hayter  sat 
himself  on  the  wreck  of  an  old  reindeer  sledge  and 
tried  to  sketch  it.  He  was  prepared  for  annoyance 
from  the  mosquitoes  and  he  got  it.  He  battled  with 
them  bravely  for  a  long  time,  he  smoked  like  a 
chimney,  he  slapped  himself  with  frantic  industry, 
and  at  last  he  gave  it  up  in  despair.  He  had 
covered  three  pages  of  his  sketch-book  with  blood 
— his  own  blood — and  pencil  scratches  and  dis. 


bevelled  insect  corpses,  and  he  certainly  did  get 
three  good  impressionist  sketches  of  the  atmospheric 
condition,  but  he  carried  away  no  intelligible  note 
of  the  ruined  huts  and  the  clearing"-  (p.-  107).- 
"  Hayter's  legs  and  knees  were  so  swollen  with  the 
bites  that  he  could  not  rid  himself  of  his  breeches 
until  he  had  slit  the  bands  of  them  with  his  knife. 
Our  arms  were  tight  in  the  sleeves  of  our  coats  :  our 
hands  were  the  size  of  boxing  gloves,  we  were  both 
of  us  blooded  and  blotched  all  over  with  the  treat- 
ment we  had  undergone  "  (p.  113). 

The  Rev.  Donald  Mackinnon,  in  speaking  of  the 
mosquitoes  at  Quickjock,  says:  "My  friends 
bravely  fished  till  the  pain  of  their  faces  and  whole 
bodies  forced  them  to  give  in,  when  blood,  as  I  can 
testify,  seemed  literally  to  be  flowing  from  every 
pore.  I  was  less  brave,  and  wore  my  net.  Yet 
what  did  it  profit  me  ?  The  enemy  settled  in  such 
a  multitude  upon  it  that  I  do  not  exaggerate  when 
I  say  that,  far  from  being  able  to  see  the  fly,  I 
often  could  neither  distinguish  the  line  nor  even 
the  rod'--  ("Lapland  Life,"  p.  136). 

Mrs.  Alec  Tweedie.  in  "Through  Finland  in 
Carts,'^  says:  "In  truth,  Finland  is  utterly  charm- 
ing. J  :  ;  It  is  primitive  and  picturesque,  and  its 
people  are  most  kind  and  hospitable,  but — oh !  it 
is  a  very  big  but  indeed — there  exists  a  Finnish 
pest.  Strolling  through  those  beautiful  dark  pines 
and  silver  birch  woods,  he  is  ever  by  one's  side ; 
sailing  or  rowing  over  the  lakes  that  Finnish 
demon  intrudes  himself,  r  ;  .  He  is  here,  there, 
and  everywhere;  he  is  omnipresent,  this  curse  of 
Finland.  :  .  .-  He  loves  English  women  as  in- 
ordinately as  they  loathe  him,  and  personally  the 
writer  suffered  such  tortures  that  her  ankles 
became  hot  and  swollen,  and  at  last,  in  spite  of 
ammonia  and  camphor  baths,  grew  so  stiff  that 
walking  became  positively  painful,  and  her  ears 
and  eyes  were  distorted  lumps  of  inflamed  flesh  " 

(p.  38).; 

I  may  at  once  say  that  we  did  not  suffer  a  great 
deal  in  Finland,  much  less  than  in  many  fishing 
places  I  have  been  at ;  but  we  had  to  wear  our 
veils  to  secure  sleep  at  night.  We  Britishers,  who 
admire  pluck  and  perseverance,  must  secretly 
sympathise  with  Mark  Twain  when  he  says  about 
the  mosquito  that  "it  is  born  of  poor  but  in- 
dustrious parents,  and  has  some  of  the  best  blood 
of  the  country  in  its  veins." 

"You  will  never  get  away  from  it.  The  sighing 
of  the  wind  through  the  pine  trees  and  the  laughter 
of  the  stream  in  its  rapids  will  sound  through  all 
your  dreams.  On  beds  of  silken  softness  you  will 
long  for  the  sleep  song  of  whispering  leaves  above 
your  head  and  the  smell  of  a  couch  of  balsam 
boughs.  At  tables  spread  with  dainty  fare  you 
■will  be  hungry  for  the  joy  of  the  hunt  and  for  the 
angler's  sylvan  feast.  In  proud  cities  you  -will 
weary  for  the  sight  of  a  mountain  trail ;  in  great 
cathedrals  you  will  think  of  the  long  arching  aisles 
of  the  woodland;  and  in  the  noisy  solitudes  of 
crowded  streets  you  will  hone  after  the  friendly 
forest"  ("The  Blue  Flower,"-  by  Henry  Van  Dyke, 
p.  132).  So,  by  an  American  author,  Henry  Van 
Dyke,  is  put  poetically  the  feelings  which  most  of 
us  have  who  have  spent  much  time  in  Nature's 
solitudes,  possibly  a  vague  return  to  our  aboriginal 
instinct.  Now,  I  have  roamed  and  slept  in  the 
forests  of  Oregon,  in  the  Rockies,  on  the  Hudson 
Bay  watershed,  and  within  the  Arctic  Circle  in 
Swedish  Lapland,  and  you  can  understand  that  the 
word  Finland,  with  all  that  one's  imagination 
brings  up  in  connection  with  it,  had  a  great  charm 
for  me.  Then  in  "Through  Finland  in  Carts'-  I 
read  as  follows: — "Verily  Finland  is  a  paradise  for 
fishermen.  A  paradise  for  lines  and  rods,  reels  and 
flies,  for  masters  of  the  piscatorial  art;  there  are 
to  be  found  fresh  water  lakes  and  glorious  rivers 
full  of  fish.  Some  call  it  the  heaven  of  anglers, 
and  permission  to  fish  can  easily  be  obtained  and 
is  absurdly  inexpensive''  (p.  152).  Again,  Harry 
de  Windt,  in  his  work  "  Finland  as  it  Is,'-  pub- 
lished in  1901,  speaking  of  Imatra  in  the  south  of 
Finland,  says : — "  Even  here,  however,  the  stranger 
is  always  heartily  welcomed  and  can  make  sure  of 
capital  sport,  for  the  trout  run  up  to  25lb.  -' 
(p.  41).  "If  time  is  of  no  object  we  might  even 
penetrate  as  far  as  Tsirka-Kemi,  the  best  place  for 
grayling  in  the  world,  where  an  Englishman  once 
landed  200  during  one  summer  afternoon  "-  (p.  292). 

Then  to  go  back  to  old  Johan  Scheffer,  who 
wrote  about  1670,  and  whose  work  on  the  "  History 
of  Lapland"  I  happened  to  possess,  we  read  in 
his  introduction : — "  Amidst  the  barbarity  and 
darkness  which  reign  in  Lapland,  their  appear 
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strictures  of  light,  which  entertain  the  eie  of 
the  most  knowing  observer,  as  the  stars  are  no  less 
remarkable  than  is  the  sun  itself."  .•  s  ;  "We 
have  a  new  world  discovered,  and  those  extravagant 
falsehoods  which  have  commonly  past  in  the 
narratives  of  these  northern  countries  are  not  so 
inexcusable  for  being  lies  as  that  they  were  told 
without  temtation.  the  real  truth  being  equally 
entertaining  and  incredible." 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning: 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames.  —  Gfnebal  Remabks. — The  river  re- 
mains in  splendid  order  for  trouting.  T  saw  a  good 
fish  in  the  weir  stream  at  Sunbury  on  Monday,  and 
Mr.  Lukyn  tried  for  it,  but  not  successfully.  I  also 
tried  the  weir,  but  without  result.  On  Wednesday, 
however,  Mr.  Kipping,  of  Kingston,  caught  a  nicely 
marked  trout  of  6ilb.,  which  I  saw  on  Thursday. 
It  was  caught  at  the  weir,  and  is  to  grace  the 
dining  table.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  other  trout 
being  caught  this  week,  but  the  fish  are  showing  up 
much  better. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  Distriot). — Sport  has  im- 
proved during  the  past  week,  although  catches 
have  not  been  large  owing  principally  to  the  fact 
that  the  caddis  worm  are  plentiful,  and  the  fish  are 
shy  in  the  daytime,  most  of  the  "  takes "  being 
made  after  dusk.  The  water  is  fairly  big  and  very 
clear.  On  April  22,  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  Revell. 
Ackrell,  and  H.  T.  Distin  had  a  dozen  apiece,  and 
on  the  day  following  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  croeled  two 
brace  and  Mr.  Revell  a 'like  number.  On  April  2.5 
Mr.  E.  Di-tin  had  fourteen  nice  fish,  and  Mr.  W. 
Tucker  two  brace,  whilst  fair  creels  have  been  made 
by  Mr.  Horswill,  of  Stretchford.  Fishing  in  the 
lower  waters  Mr.  Small  landed  a  91b.  salmon.— 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — There  has  been  pretty 
good  salmon  fishing  in  the  Exe  lately,  one  rod 
securing  seven  salmon,  which  scaled  801b.  odd. 
Flv  fishing  in  the  Ashwater  has  improved,  but 
cold  winds  have  militated  against  sport  somewhat. 
In  the  Tamar  some  good  takes  have  been  made, 
principally  with  the  March  Brown. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Spring  salmon  fishiuc;  is  getting 
far  through  as  the  days  get  warmer  and  brighter. 
To  make  matters  worse,  disease  is  spreading  fast ; 
scores  of  good  fish  can  be  seen  in  the  pools  with 
white  blotches  of  fungus  on  them.  On  April  18, 
Mr.  Atkinson,  of  the  Yorkshire  Anelers,  had  a  fish 
of  91b.  ;  and  Mr  Garnett,  one  of  61b.  on  the  19th. 
The  Corbv  Castle  keeper  killed  one  of  121b.  on  the 
23rd;  Colonel  Aitchison,  one  of  161b.  in  the  Corby 
water;  and  Mr.  Pattinson,  one  of  121b.  in  the 
Wetheral  water.  Trout  seem  to  have  taken  a  sulky 
fit,  or  else  they  are  feeding  at  the  bottom,  for  they 
are  not  rising  at  all  well.  They  would  probably  take 
creeper  well  enough,  but  are  not  in  the  stream  yet 
as  they  should  be  at  this  time  of  year. — Silver 
Gbey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Mild  find  sunny  weather  has 
been  against  good  ansling  during  the  week,  although 
some  fair  catches  have  been  secured.  The  results 
te  hand  are — Captain  Thead,  six  brace ;  Mr.  J. 
Moore,  four  and  a  half  brace  :  th«  R«v.  W.  D.  D. 
Maclagan,  ten  brace ;  and  Mr.  P.  Horsfall,  six 
brace.  During  the  past  fortnight  large  numbers  of 
kelts  have  come  over  the  dam,  going  seawards. 
There  are  also  large  numbers  of  salmon  smelt  in 
the  tideway.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  river  is 
rather  low  for  good  angling.— J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (JSzeterl. — Excellent  salmon 
fishing  has  bepn  experienced  by  netsmen  and  rod 
anglers  in  the  Exe,  one  rod  fisherman  catching  seven 
salmon,  weighing  801b.,  a  few  days  since.  Blue 
Upright,  Palmer,  and  March  Brown  have  proved 
killing  flies  in  the  Exe,  Creedy,  and  Culm  for 
salmon.  Bass  and  pollack  have  been  caught  in 
Exmouth  docks  and  pisr,  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  White, 
Bastin,  Popkin,  Beck,  Du  Cherear,  and  Grant 
securing  best  catches.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  and 
Duchess  of  Devonshire,  carrying  384  and  324 
passsngers  respectively,  commence  their  popular 
trips  at  Whitsuntide,  among  angHng  places  they 
sail  for  being  the  noted  Slapton  Ley  and  Torr  Cross 
watsrs.  I  saw  Mr.  Luxton,  the  water  bailiff,  on 
Saturdav  (April  23),  and  he  tells  me  the  salmon  and 
trout  fishing  between  Tiverton  (Devon)  and  Exeter 
are  excellent,  and  considers  prospects  very  auspicious 
for  the  season  gonenilly.  The  Exe  Board  of 
Conservators  are  enforcing  the  coarse  fish  close 
season  regulations  the  same  as  in  the  Exeter  Canal, 
at  which  ang'ers  an  expressing  great  .satisfaction 
gentra'ly, — Red  Palmkr. 


Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales). —During  the 
past  week  there  has  been  hardly  any  rain,  and  the 
gale  has  gone  down,  but  the  weather  has  been  very 
cold,  and  very  few  flies  are  to  be  seen.  Even  the 
Black  Gnat  is  not  hatching  anything  like  it  ought 
to.  Good  baskets  are  being  made,  Mr.  Malpass  alone 
has  killed  over  two  hundred  trout.  The  river  fish 
are  in  good  order,  and  Dr.  White  and  Mr.  Chesshire 
have  made  some  nice  baskets.  The  rainbows  are 
rising  and  fighting  well,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that  they  are  escaping  from  the  lake  as  well.  They 
have  been  seen  and  taken  out  of  the  river  15  mUts 
below  the  dam.  In  their  journey  down  they  had 
to  go  over  the  dam — a  drop  of  about  80  feet !  This 
is  not  a  fisherman's  story,  but  solid  fact.  Mr. 
Malpass  has  made  baskets  of  thirteen,  nineteen 
and  ten  fish ;  Rev.  Chesshire  a  beautiful  basket 
of  sixteen  ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  thirteen  fish  ;  Mr,  Pale- 
thorpe  seven ;  Dr.  White,  nine ;  Mr.  Hart,  seven  ; 
On  the  20th,  Dr.  Neill  killed  four,  lib.  12oz.,  Dr. 
White,  nine,  Mr.  Malpass,  thirteen,  71b.  4oz.  On  the 
21st,  Mr.  Malpass  had  nineteen.  101b.  2oz.,Dr.  Neill. 
eight,  31b.  14oz.,  Mr.  Chesshire,  nine,  and  Mr, 
Heyden,  five,  21b.  6oz.,  Mr.  Hart,  seven,  31b.  loz. 
On  the  22nd,  Mr.  Chesshire  killed  sixteen,  81b  12oz., 
Mr.  Malpass,  ten,  51b.  4oz.  Mr.  Palethorpe,  seven, 
31b.  12oz,,  Mr.  Scott,  three,;  lib.  lOoz.  On  the 
23rd,  Mr.  Hawkins  had  thirteen,  71b.  loz. 
Mr.  Heyden,  five.  3lb.  !8oz.,  Mr.  Hait,  seven,  31b. 
loz.  On  the  25th,  Mr.  Heydon  killed  nine,  4lb. 
8oz.,  Mr.  Hawkins,  six,  21b.  14oz.,  Dr.  Wtiite,  six. 
31b.  4oz.  On  the  26th,  Judge  Short  killed  six, 
31b.  loz.,  Mr.  Hart,  eleven,  51b.  lOoz.,  Mr. 
Hawkins,  four,  21b.  8oz.,  and  Rev.  Harrison  and 
Dr.  Rolley,  seven,  41b.  loz.  Teal  files  are  the 
best. — Long  Drift. 

Lea  and  Tribntariea.— Trout  fishing  begins 
to-morrow  (May  1),  but  I  do  not  anticipate  much 
sport  until  the  dull,  cold  weather  takes  its  departure. 
With  regard  to  the  presence  of  trout  in  the  Lea  and 
its  tributaries,  satisfactory  news  is  to  hand,  more 
fish  b.^ing  seen  in  soma  parts,  especially  in  the  Hert- 
ford district,  than  for  some  time.  In  the  spawning 
season  numerous  trout  were  noted.  Anglers  will 
find  the  best  open  water  in  the  Lea  at  Hertford, 
Ware,  St.  Margaret's,  and  Rye  House,  and  spinning 
with  a  bleak,  gudgeon,  or  large  minnow  ought  to 
prove  successful,  and  with  favourable  weather  in 
evidence  execution  should  be  done  with  the  fly. 
Rivers  continue  nice  and  fresh.  No  trout  under 
12in.  can  be  retained  from  the  Lea.  —  Izaak 
Walton. 

Iiugrgr  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  capital  condition  for  fishing. 
The  weather  has  been  fine,  but  cold  winds  have  pre- 
vailed and  have  been  against  good  sport.  The  water 
is  clear  and  a  nice  height,  but  the  fish  have  n  it 
been  on  the  feed,  and  sport  has  been  quiet.  Very 
few  natural  flies  have  been  used,  it  being  too  cold, 
and  until  we  get  some  fine  warm  weather  there  i^ilX 
be  but  small  lots  of  fish  caught.  A  few  anglers  have 
been  out  this  week  and  have  us  3d  fly,  and  some  fair- 
sized  fish  have  been  landed.  With  warmer  weather 
good  sport  will  be  had.  The  Piasley  is  clear  and  in 
good  fishing  order. — Gvvi'NNE. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  hopeful  pro- 
phecy contained  in  last  report  has  not  been  ful- 
filled. It  has  been  a  very  bad  time  for  fly  fishing 
during  the  past  week.  A  cold  north  wind  has 
persistently  been  blowing  down  the  river  every 
day,  and  the  fish  have  not  moved  at  surface  food 
to  any  appreciable  extent.  Moreover,  the  cold 
wind  and  the  bright  sun  together  have  brought  the 
stream  down  low  and  clear.  Mild,  balmy  spring 
weather  is  what  we  want.  The  lower  reaches  of 
the  river  are  fuller  of  salmon  fry  just  now  than  has 
been  noticed  lor  several  years.  It  is  very  strange 
that,  while  this  is  the  case,  adult  salmon  are  very 
rarely  seen  in  the  river. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — A  little  rain  would  improve  the 
rivers,  which  are  run  down  very  fine.  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  goud  catches  this  week,  but  one 
gentleman  fishing  in  the  Meavy  had  eleven  nice 
fish,  and  tliere  have  also  been  soma  good  baskets 
taken  in  the  higher  waters  of  the  Tavy  and  Dart. 
Tha  best  fii'S  at  the  present  time  are  Pheasant  Tail, 
Edmund's  Palmer,  Blue  Dun,  and  Red  Palmer.  A 
fine  salmon  of  49^lb.  was  taken  in  the  weir  pool  at 
Totnes  last  week.  This  is,  I  believe,  the  record  fish 
for  that  river. — William  Heabdeb. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat.  aad  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — With  the  exception  of  some  slight  showers, 
there  has  been  no  weight  of  rain  in  this  neighbour- 
hood during  the  past  week.  The  water  in  all 
these  rivers  is  still  in  good  condition  for  the  fly, 
but  sport  continues  to  be  very  indifferent, 
chiefly  owing  to  cold  winds,  principally  from  the 
east  and  north-west,  and  which,  in  spite  of  bright 
sunshine  occasi  jnally,  renders  angling  anything  but 
a  pleasure  to  most  people,  and  ovon  those  who  are 
brave  enough  to  face  the  cold  winds  day  after  day 
complain  of  a  paucity  of  sport  amongst  the  trout, 
which  shaw  a  great  disinclination  to  rise  to  the  most 


alluring  baits  in  the  shape  cf  artificial  flies. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 

weather  during  the  week  has  been,  as  a  rule,  fine, 
with  cold  winds  morning  and  evening.  Trout  have 
not  fed  well,  preferring  the  deeps  to  the  shallows, 
and  the  rise  to  fly  has  been  fitful.  Worming  hps 
accounted  for  a  few  brace  of  small  fi?h  in  the  tribu- 
taries of  the  rivers,  but  in  the  rivers  and  western 
streams  results  have  not  been  satisfactory.  A 
single  fish  to  two  rods  was  the  result  of  two  days' 
whipping  where  neither  minnow  nor  worm  is 
allowed. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Taff  (Llandowror,  Carmarthen). — Rod  anglers 
are  only  having  very  poor  sport,  but  the  net  fisher- 
men are  making  good  catches  of  salmon  and  sewin 
down  in  the  tidal  waters. — H. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— Rivers  very  clear  and  low  ;  a 
good  shower  would  be  much  appreciated  both  by 
the  fishermen  and  fish.  The  salmon  net  fishing 
opens  next  week,  and  the  Board  issues  a  notice 
that  no  drift  nets  would  be  allowed.  This  has 
caused  much  comment  amongst  those  who  for 
years  have  used  them  undisturbed.  Cold  winds 
prevent  fishing  other  than  in  the  middle  of  the 
day. — Rusty  Game. 

Teme  <  Ludlow  1. — The  Teme  in  this  part  con- 
tinues to  run  cloar  and  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  not  been  favourable  at  all 
for  sport,  there  having  been  very  cold  winds  all  this 
week,  which  have  kept  the  fly  back,  very  few  being 
on  the  river,  and  fish  have  not  been  inclined  to 
sport.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out  and  have  tried  fly  and  worm,  but  sport 
has  not  been  good,  and  there  will  be  little 
sport  until  we  get  some  nice  warm  days;  the 
early  anglers  who  used  to  get  good  baskets  of 
trout  at  this  time  of  the  year  have  been  disappointed 
up  to  the  present.  The  flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun, 
Red  Spinner,  Little  Brown,  February  Red,  Cowdung, 
Stone  Fly,  and  Grannom.  Bottom  fishing  has 
accounted  for  some  fair-sized  fish,  which  are  now 
beginning  to  get  in  better  condition.  Pike-fishing 
has  accounted  for  three  small  fish  with  live  bait. 
Perch  and  dace  have  been  taken  with  worm.  With 
warmer  weather  there  should  be  an  improvement  in 
sport.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
clear  and  in  good  order,  and  some  fair  sp  Tt  had  in 
them  this  week  with  fly  and  worm. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbnry). — Tne  Teme  in  this  part  is  sti'l 

in  good  order  for  ang  ing,  being  a  nice  level  and 
clear,  but  up  to  the  pressnt  angling  has  been  rather 
slow.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  but  very  cold, 
and  against  anglers  going  out;  the  fish  have  not 
been  on  the  feed  as  well  as  was  expected  they 
would  be.  Natural  flies  have  been  scarce,  and  a 
few  days  of  warm  weather  are  wanted  to  brmg  the 
flies  and  fish  on  the  move,  and  then  sport  may  be 
expected.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  some 
fair  trout  landed  with  fly,  but  no  good  dishes  as 
yet.  The  Rea,  Kyre,  and  Ledwyche  are  all  clear. — 

WORCESIEB. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neigrhbonrin^ 
Rivers. —  Since  our  last  report  there  has  been  a 
return  of  cold  winds,  which,  however,  do  not  appear 
to  have  materially  affected  sport,  judging  by  the 
reports  to  hand  ;  in  fact,  everything  points  to  a 
most  successful  season.  Wansbeck  is  fishing  par- 
ticularly well  just  now,  several  good  baskets  being 
reported  to  us.  Reports  from  Whittlodene  are 
encouraging,  several  having  done  well,  one  taking 
eight  fish,  all  over  ^Ib.  Sport  continues  good  on 
North  Tyne,  Coquet,  and  South  Tyne.  Killing  flies 
are  Greenwell's  Glory,  March  Brown,  Waterhen 
Bloa,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Orange  Partridge  — Henby 
A.  MuBTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10, 
Grainger-street,  Newcastlo-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — At  the  time  of  writing  the  river  is 
still  in  good  condition,  especially  on  the  middle  and 
lower  beats,  but  perhaps  a  slight  rise  from  the  pools 
on  the  upper  beat  would  be  appreciated.  A  fair 
amount  of  sport  has  been  obtained,  and  the  follow- 
ing "'kills"  are  reported: — Thursday — Mr.  Sword, 
one,  lO^lb.,  in  the  Lower  Crows;  Mr.  Pryce  Jenkins, 
one,  16lb.  Friday — Mr.  Johnson,  one,  121b.  Mon- 
day— Mr.  R.  Richards,  on?,  111b.,  in  Coedyprior  : 
Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  one,  16lb.,  in  the  Stone  \\'all  ; 
Mr.  Sword,  one,  81b  ,  in  the  LoA-er  Crows.  Tuesday 
— Mr.  G.  Edmunds,  jun.,  one,  21ib.,  in  Harry 
Giles'  stream ;  Mr.  R.  Richards,  one,  lO^lb.,  in  the 
Stone  Wall.— T.  R. 

Wye  and  Dsrwent  (Derbyshire).— Both  these 
rivers  are  ia  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  several  gentle- 
men have  been  out  on  the  Wye,  but  ncj  heavy  bask  ts 
have  been  obtained,  three  to  five  brace  being  the 
best  baskets  1  hear  of,  the  Harm's  Ear  accounting 
for  the  greater  part  of  thum.  The  Derwent  has 
yielded  a  lew  nice  trout.  On  the  Chatsworth  Fishery 
and  the  Darleydale  Club's  water  creels  ranging  from 
two  to  four  brace  have  been  the  average  catches. 
Tne  Alatlock  and  Cromford  Association  s  water. — 
Not  many  anglers  on  this  portion  of  the  Derwent, 
as  the  streams  are  rather  too  heavy  yet  for  the  fly. 
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The  weather,  too,  has  been  cold,  especially  at  night 
itime,  which  has  no  doubt  been  the  cause  of  the 
[absence  of  natural  flies  on  the  water.  The  weather 
[appears  to  be  milder  to-day  (Wednesday),  if  so  the 
brospect  will  be  better.  Flies:  Hare's  Ear,  Olive 
Bun,  Grannom,  Pale  Blue  Dun,  and  Sand  Fly  — 

BoTTESEL. 

vTore,  Swale,  Wharfe.  Nidd,  Derweut,  Onse, 
■to.  (Torks). — All  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  now 
inning  very  clear,  north-east  winds  and  bright 
sunshine  have  been  sadly  against  sport  since  Satur- 
day. Sport  with  the  fly  has  been  bad,  very  few 
brace  having  been  caught ;  the  best  basket  I  have 
heard  of  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  is  one  of 
six  brace  caught  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Foerster  with  the  fly. 
I  basketed  two  brace  of  fine  fish  with  the  natural 
rninuow  on  "Ariel"  tackle  on  Tuesday  afternoon 
at  Ulshaw  Bridge.  Sport  in  the  districts  of  Masham, 
Tanfield  and  Ripon  has  only  been  moderate.  At  the 
latter  place  I  hear  some  few  brace  of  fish  have  been 
got  with  spinning  the  minnow,  Messrs.  T.  Daniel, 
E.  D.  Matthews,  and  Col.  T.  Matthews  meeting  with 
the  best  result?.  Very  few  anglers  have  ventured 
out  at  Boroughbridge  and  Myton.  The  Wharfe  has 
been  low  and  clear  all  the  week.  In  the  upper 
reaches  sport  has  been  fair  at  Burnsall,  Bolton 
Woods,  and  Ilkley.  Fly  fishing  has  been  fairly  good 
considering  the  raw  cold  winds.  Very  few  rods 
have  been  seen  at  Otley,  Poole,  and  Collingham,  and 
those  that  have  been  out  report  that  sport  is 
very  poor.  The  River  Nidd  has  been  in  fair 
order  ;  a  few  nice  dishes  of  trout  have  been 
caught  with  the  fly  and  minnow  in  the  upper 
reaches.  Very  little  is  doing  on  the  Swale,  the 
weather  still  keeping  cold ;  the  water  is  now  very 
low  and  clear ;  meagre  returns  are  from  its  tribu- 
taries. I  hear  a  lot  of  small  pike  have  been  caught  in 
the  Codbeek,  at  Thirsk,  and  if  the  crusade  continues 
a  little  longer,  with  the  same  success,  few  of  these 
destructive  pests  will  have  a  chance  to  worry  the 
trout.  Miss  Alan  Wright, Fred  Atkinson,  T.  Wright, 
and  W.  Harland  have  had  good  sport  in  this  direc- 
tion.— John  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Cold  weather  stUl 
prevails  in  the  Eskdale  and  Lidderdale  districts,  yet 
the  fishing  is  good.  Mr.  C.  Barlow  had  seventeen 
yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water  on  Monday  and 
fifteen  at  the  Island  Pool.  Col.  Maxwell,  Major 
Maxwell,  and  Mr.  A.  B.Maxwell,  of  Cheltenham,  have 
had  daily  catches  of  yellow  trout  in  the  Esk  and 
Liddle  waters.  Mr.  Cyril  G.  Francis,  staying  at 
\Vm.  Douglas'  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Lang- 
holm, has  also  had  good  baskets  in  both  Esk  and 
Liddle,  some  of  the  yellow  trout  weighing  up  to 
lOoz.  each.  Bait  fishing  commences  on  May  1, 
when  sport  will  improve.  Sea-trout  are  un- 
usually early,  and  a  good  many  have  boon 
caught  in  the  Langholm  water,  and  in  the 
rnid- reaches  spring  salmon  have  been  seen  at 
(,'anonbie  Bridge.  Kelts  are  still  in  abundance 
in  the  Eak,  and  the  water  is  still  in  order  for  fly 
fishing.  Although  sea-trout  are  running  freely, 
yellow  trout  are  furnishing  the  best  sport.  Mr.  H. 
Hoyd,  jun.  landed  a  new  run  grilse  of  nearly  41b. 
weight,  while  in  the  reserved  water  Mr.  D.  Murray 
nre(  led  51b.  of  ytsllow  trout,  Mr.  J.  Davidson  had 
Hfivim  yellow  trout  in  Ewes  water  and  in  the 
Ksk,  hiraviest  |lb.  Mr.  W.  Bell,  of  Langholm, 
basketed  two  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Ewe8,Mr.Grahara 


had  two  sea-trout  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleu  ch's  reserved 
water.  Mr.  James  Church  had  a  good  basket  of 
yellow  trout,  while  in  the  Canonbie  water  several 
anglers  have  had  good  hauls  of  burn  trout  both  in 
the  Esk  and  Liddle.  Mr.  Rose  caught  ten  yellow 
trout  in  Langholm  water.  There  are  still  a  few 
spring  salmon  left,  but  the  season  is  nearly  over, 
only  the  sea-trout  promise  to  fill  up  the  gap  Mr. 
Boyd,  sen.,  had  one  recently  fully  lib.  in  weight,  and 
Mr.  Steele,  of  Bowholm,  landed  a  nice  salmon  of  7ilb. 
in  the  Canonbie  water.  In  the  Solway  Firth  soring 
salmon  are  scarce,  but  (here  is  a  grand  show  of  sea- 
trout,  and  an  unusual  number  have  been  caught  in 
the  nets.  The  return  from  Bowness  ha?  been  dis- 
appointing.— GlLNOCKIE. 

Carrou  (Easter  Ross.  Ardgray,  N.B.). — Stormy 
weather  still  prevails.  On  April  23  the  only  fish  of 
the  week  was  landed  by  Mr.  Duplessis,  Balnagown 
Arms  Hotel;  it  weighed  about  I6lb.  On  April  25 
the  wind  was  high  and  showers  of  snow  fell  all  day, 
nevertheless  Mr.  Dallors,  a!so  from  the  hotel, landed 
three  salmon,  weighing  i\h.,  91b.,  and  101b.  April  26 
was  unfavourable. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Of  late  the  river  Deveron 
has  been  running  somewhat  low,  and  trout  fishing 
is  now  falling  off  in  consequence.  On  some  of  the 
sections  anglers  have  caught  some  heavy  baskets  of 
trout,  the  weight  reaching  as  high  as  301b.  On  the 
Forglen  water  Mr.  Russell  has  killed  half-a-dozen 
salmon  On  the  Laithers  water  the  same  number 
of  fish  have  been  got,  and  in  the  Rothemay  district 
good  sport  has  been  obtained.  On  the  Huntly 
wate-,  last  week,  Mr.  Martin  had  a  fish  of  81b. 
Fishing  from  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel  on  the  Duff 
House  portion  of  the  river,  Mr.  Robertson,  Edinburgh, 
and  Mr.  Mundy  and  Mr.  Skinner,  both  of  London, 
each  had  101b.  of  trout  on  April  18.  0;i  April  19 
Mr.  Robertson  had  51b.  ;  and  Mr.  Mundy  and  Mr. 
Skinner  61b.  On  April  20  Mr.  Bowhill,  Edinburgh, 
and  Mr.  Skinner  had  51b.,  each,  while  on  April  21 
Mr.  Bowhill  had  a  basket  of  91b., Mr.  Robertson  41b., 
Mr.  Skinner  31b. ;  Mr.  Millburn,  London,  5lb. ;  and 
Mr.  Mundy  51b.  On  April  22  Mr.  Mundy  had  a 
basket  of  81b.  and  Mr.  Bowhill  151b.  Grilse 
have  not  made  their  appearance  either  in 
the  sea  or  river.  Salmon  continue  of  splendid 
quality,  and  average  91b. — H.  W. 

Loch  Leveu  (Kinross).— The  wind  has  been 
strong  and  blustering  since  Sunday  last,  with  a  col  I, 
frosty  atmosphere,  and  fish  which  were  rising  fieely 
during  the  previous  week  when  the  weather  was 
much  milder  are  not  rising  well  owing  to  the 
storm.  Some  good  catches,  however,  have  been 
made  with  fly,  sport  being  much  better  than 
during  the  corresponding  period  of  last  j'eai', 
while  the  trout  are  running  above  average 
size.  Two  boats  have  already  brought  in  201b.  of 
trout  each,  only  one  201b.  catch  being  got  during 
the  whole  of  last  season.  Ten  members  of  the  Perth 
Club  captured  with  the  fly  fifty-one  trout,  which 
weighed  621b.  loz.  First,  Mr.  J.  Howe,  eleven 
trout,  141b.  4oz. ;  second,  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  eight, 
81b.  lloz.  ;  third,  Mr.  R.  D.  Bell,  six,  81b.  lOoz.  ; 
heaviest  trout,  Mr.  J.  Howe,  lib.  14^oz.  The  prize 
winners  at  the  Glasgow  Wanderers'  Club  Competition 
were  : — First,  Mr.  W.  Robertson,  seven,  121b.  lloz. ; 
second,  Mr.  C.  Marchant,  four,  7lb.  6oz. ;  heaviest, 
Mr.  W.  Roger,  31b.  loz.  Few  private  parties  have 
been  out.  Mr.  J.  J.  Harris,  Kinross,  had  eleven 
trout,  161b. ;  Mr.  Black  and  friend,  Tayport,  eleven 
trout,  171b. ;  Mr.  Cleghorn  and  Son,  Dundee,  nine 
trout,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Millar,  Glasgow,  seven  trout, 
I21b.  8oz.;  Mr.  J.  N.  Millar,  Paisley  (in  afternoon), 
three  trout  71b.  (heaviest  31b.). — Robt.  B.  Laino. 

Iioch  STess  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  April  11,  Mr.  Tilston 
killed  three  fresh-run  salmon  weighing  251b.,  221b., 
81b, ;  on  the  13th,  Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen  had  a 
nice  salmon  of  171b. ;  on  the  17th,  Mr.  Conyers 
Bridgewater,  London,  one  of  91b.  ;  and  on  the  23rd, 
Mr.  Tilston's  boatmen,  one  of  191b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel). — Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel,  Loch  Tay,  on  April  20,  Mr.  J.  W.  Galloway, 
Ayr,  landed  a  salmon,  211b.  ;  on  the  21st,  Captain 
Paterson,  one,  301b.  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Galloway,  one, 
16Id.  ;  on  the  22nd,  Mr.  J.  W.  Galloway,  one,  151b.  ; 
Miss  L.  Todd,  two,  221b.  and  161b.  ;  Captain  Pater- 
son, one,  181b. ;  on  the  23rd,  Mr.  F.  Mappin,  one, 
181b.;  Mr.  H.  P.  Green,  one,  161b.;  on  the  25th, 
Mrs.  J.  Stenhouse,  one,  151b.  ;  Mr.  H.  P.  Green, 
one,  211b.;  Colonel  Hanbury-Barclay,  one,  171b. ; 
Miss  Stenhouse,  one,  15Ib. — H.  J.  Knight. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,   via   Thnrso,    N.B.). — The 


TiionT,  .Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Fi.ies.— One  of  the  largest 
stocks  in  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  oi;  lake.  Is.  6(1.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  1  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  (id.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— .1.  E.  MILLER,  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  IS),  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  Fiscator,  Leeds." 


river  has  been  in  bad  fishing  order  since  last 
reported,  while  the  state  of  the  weather  has  been 
most  adverse.  On  April  18,  Mr.  Gill,  Syra  Lodge, 
and  Miss  Gill  fished  Beats  No.  1  and  No.  2,  and 
landed  four  salmon,  of  which  four  fell  to  Mr.  Gill  s 
rod  and  three  to  Miss  Gill's.  On  April  1 9  Mr.  Gill 
caught  two  salmon  on  Beats  2  and  3.  In  the 
cofirse  of  the  week  the  Dalvina  Lodge  anglers 
landed  four  salmon  in  all. — B. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee. — The  river  has  been 
in  good  fettle  during  most  of  the  past  week.  On 
the  Braemar  waters  Captain  Sandeman  had  asalmon 
of  81b.  on  the  Invercauld  water  on  Monday  (April  25), 
and  on  Saturday  (April  23)  Mr.  R.  McPherson  had 
one  of  141b.  On  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel  water, 
McHardie,  gillie,  had  one  of  61b.  on  Monday,  April  25, 
and  several  others  have  been  got  since  then.  The 
Royal  keepers  have  also  had  a  good  few  on  the 
Balmoral  waters,  fish  being  now  plentiful  and  the 
prospents  good.  On  Ballater  waters  sport  has  been 
exceedingly  poor,  as  also  on  the  Glentana  reaches, 
but  with  the  advent  of  more  genial  weather  the 
chances  have  improved.  On  the  Aboyne  waters  a 
fair  .season  all  over  has  been  enjoyed,  although  not 
up  to  the  normal  average  of  late  years.  A  change 
of  tenants  takes  place  to-day.  On  the  Dess  water  Mrs. 
Lainghadtwo  of  81b.  and  101b.,  and  Mr.  Laing  three, 
while  Mr.  Walker,  on  Carlogie,  had  one  of  121b.  On 
the  Blackball  water,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  and  party  had 
twenty- one  fish  the  week  before  last.  Sport  has 
gone  off  considerably  in  these  reaches.  On  the 
Crathes  section,  Mr.  Harrower,  the  week  before 
last,  creeled  twenty-six  fish,  eight  of  them  being 
got  on  Saturday.  His  son.  Master  W.  Harrower, 
had  his  maiden  fish  here,  a  beauty  of  8 Jib. 
Altogether  Mr,  Harrower  has  creeled  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  forty  fish  to  his  own  rod. 
On  the  upper  Durris,  Mr.  Meakin  had  eight  fish 
scaling  from  81b.  to  121b.  for  the  week  ending 
April  23,  while  Mr.  Ba-'rd  had  ten  on  the 
lower  leat  scaling  from  81b.  to  181b.  On  the  Drum 
Water  sport  was  also  fairly  good,  six  or  seven  fish 
being  got  up  to  151b.  On  the  Culter  Water  Mr. 
Gordon  had  a  fine  fish  of  121b.  Some  splendid  sport 
has  been  had  on  the  Blairs,  Heathcot,  and  tidal 
reaches  with  finnock.  Messrs.  Harper,  Atkinson 
and  Cautley  have  also  done  well  on  the  Inchgarth 
section,  and  Mes;rs.  G.  M.  Macky,  J.  Jamieson, 
Bill  Laing  and  others  on  the  Powries  finnook  water. 
Don. — Excellent  baskets  of  brown  trout  are  being 
made  daily  on  the  Don  all  over  from  Grandholm  up 
to  Manar.  On  the  Kintore  water,  on  Monday,  Mr. 
J.  B.  Clyne  had  a  fine  basket  of  trout,  one  a  beauty 
over  IJlb.  On  the  Manar  and  Monymusk  waters 
several  up  to  21b.  have  been  creeled.  The  migration 
of  kelts  is  progressing  slowly.  The  smolt  season  is 
now  on.  The  first  grilse  of  the  season  were  get  on 
the  Dee  on  April  6  and  again  on  April  16.  They 
are  now  being  quoted  in  the  market  reports.  The 
season  will  be  an  early  one  and,  from  all  appear- 
ances, a  fairly  prolific  one.  Beauly. — Mr.  Hay 
had  twelve  nice  fish  for  the  week,  averaging  91b. 
each. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Znveran,  N.B.). — Although  the  weather 
has  been  wintry  and  boisterous  the  following 
excellent  sport  has  been  obtained  since  last  reported  : 
On  April  18,  Mr.  Evans  one  salmon  9lb.,  and  Mr. 
Johnson  one  of  131b;  on  April  19,  Mrs.  Jackson 
caught  a  9-pounder ;  on  April  20,  Mr.  Evans  had 
one  of  101b.,  Mrs.  Jackson  grassed  a  20-pounder, 
Mr.  Johnson  one  of  81b.,  and  Miss  Evans  one  of 
101b. :  on  April  22,  Mr.  Evans  and  Miss  Evans 
landed  a  salmon  each,  weighing  91b.  and  71b. 
respectively ;  on  April  23,  Mr.  and  Miss  Evans 
were  again  out.  Miss  Evans  landed  a  fish  weighing 
251b.,  and  Mr.  Evans  one  of  221b.  There  were  thus 
eleven  salmon  caught  during  the  week,  the  three 
heaviest  being  201b.,  221b..  and  251b.— B.i 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  of  the 
Solway  have  b^en  in  the  best  of  order  for  trouting 
diuring  the  wet^i.  A  goodly  number  of  spent  salmon 
are  still  in  the  lower  reaches,  and  they  are  giving 
some  sport  before  they  are  landed  and  put  back  to 
the  water  uninjured.  The  spring  salmon  fishing  is 
just  about  at  an  end,  though  several  beautiful  clean 
fish  have  been  seen  running  up  the  Annan  this  week. 
Sea-trout  are  not  making  much  of  a  show  just  yet. 
Tuesday  was  one  of  the  most  favourable  angling 
days  during  the  past  fortnight,  and  some  nice 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  were  taken  in  the  different 
rivers.  One  gentleman  reports  that  he  has  had 
some  nice  yellow  trout  with  an  extra  small  silver 
spoon  bait.  The  following  are  a  few  notes  of  the 
sport  from  different  rivers :  The  Annan. — In  the 
Warmanbie  stream,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Seott,  while 
fishing  with  a  nine-foot  rod  for  trout,  hooked  a 
large  salmon  of  over  201b.,  but  it  proved  to  be  a 
kelt.  Mr.  Scott  hooked  what  looked  like  one 
of  about  251b.,  and  after  a  fine  lot  of  play 
landed  this  one  too,  which  also  turned  out  to  be 
a  kelt.  Both  were  returned  carefully  to  the  river. 
They  took  a  small  trout  fly.  In  the  Spittal  pool  on 
-April  26  Mr.  Wm.  Wright  hooked  seven  salmon. 


288 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April  30,  1904 


one  of  which  was  undoubtedly  a  clean  run  one.  The 
whole  of  the  seven  escaped  by  a  most  extraordinary 
chapter  of  accidents.  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  landed  a 
kelt  salmon,  which  was  put  back  to  the  river.  Small 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  secured  in  the 
lower  streams.  In  the  higher  Annan  on  Saturday 
an  angler  had  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  with  fly, 
and  a  Lockerbie  rod  had  a  few  in  the  Wamphray 
portion  on  the  same  day.  One  gentleman  has 
had  fair  sport  in  the  Bankside  portion,  as  also 
in  Sir  Robert  Jardine's  stretch  of  the  river 
at  St.  Mungo.  To-day  (Wednesday)  was  favourable 
looking,  but  trout  were  not  rising.  In  the  Spittal 
Pool  this  afternoon,  Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon,  Annan, 
landed  a  salmon  kelt  of  about  201b.,  which  was 
put  back  in  the  water.  Several  kelts  were  showing 
in  the  pools.  Mr.  .Johnstone  took  fifteen  yellow 
trout  in  the  upper  waters  on  Saturday  (April  23), 
and  another  rod  had  eight  or  nine  with  fly. 
The  Nith. — This  river  has  been  in  good  order  since 
last  week's  report,  and  some  sea-trout  are  running. 
In  the  Portrack  water  Mr.  Peter  Carruthers,  jun., 
Portrack,  caught  a  couple  of  sea-trout  with  fly  on 
Monday.  Mr.  Tom  Roddick  had  one  sea-trout 
in  the  same  water  last  week-end.  A  few  yellow 
trout  have  also  been  taken  in  the  same  waters. 
Not  nmch  is  doing  in  the  Mid-Nithsdale  Association 
portion,  though  a  few  nice  lots  of  yellow  trout  have 
been  taken  occasionally.  In  the  Cairn  and  Cluden 
some  small  baskets  have  been  caught,  and  one  or 
two  Dumfries  anglers  have  had  fair  sport  on  a 
neighbouring  loch  which  has  been  leased  by  a  club. 
The  G.^lloway  Rivers. — Little  has  been  done 
this  week  in  the  Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee,  the 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  and  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie. 
Small  catches  of  under  a  dozen  yellow  trout 
have  been  taken  with  fly  on  favourable  days. 
On  the  district  lochs  moderate  sport  has  been  the 
rule,  and  the  Carsphairn  lock  has  afforded  fair 
catches.  Ayrshire. — Angling  on  Loch  Doon  is 
rather  quiet  for  the  season,  but  is  likely  to  brighten 
up  during  May.  The  rivers  are  rather  low  again  in 
the  higher  reaches.  Some  trout  are  being  caught  in 
the  middle  and  lower  stretches.  In  the  Sol  way  faw 
salmon  are  running  this  week. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — On  some  of  the  sections 
good  sport  was  enjoyed  last  week.  On  the  Laggan 
House  water  on  Monday,  Colonel  Grant,  Anchor- 
achan,  killed  a  salmon  of  GUb.  weight.  From  the 
Wester  Elchies  water,  on  Thursday,  one  of  221b. 
was  landed.  Mr.  Jones,  from  the  Aberlour  Hotel, 
killed,  on  Monday,  two  weighing  7^1b.  and  5^1b.; 
on  Tuesday,  one  of  7  Jib ;  and  on  Friday,  two  of 
111b.  and  9 Jib.  On  the  same  water,  Major  Orde, 
on  Tuesday,  killed  one  of  7ilb.,  and  on  the  following 
day  one  of  181b.— J.  M. 

Tay. — Very  fair  sport  has  been  obtained  on 
the  Tay  during  the  past  week  notwithstanding 
that  it  was  running  rather  high  the  greater 
part  of  the  week.  The  following  is  a  note  of 
the  principal  takes  reported  .■  Stobhall. — Fish- 
ing this  stretch  on  April  21,  Miss  Richardson 
landed  one  salmon  of  151b.  Lower  Stanley. — 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Humphrey  fishing  this  water  on  April  20 
killed  one  salmon  of  171b.,  and  on  the  22nd  inst., 
two,  of  15Jlb.  and  201b.  Benchill. — The  boat- 
man fishing  this  beat  for  Mr.  Henry  Peters,  on 
21st  inst.,  landed  two  salmon,  of  181b.  and  201b. 
Battleby. — Mr.  Archd.  Coats'  boatman  fishing  the 
upper  beat,  on  20th  inst.,  landed  one  salmon  of  211b., 
and  on  22nd,  two  fish  of  161b.  and  111b.,  while  on  the 
lower  beat,  on  26th  inst.,  he  killed  another  of  171b. 
DuNKELD. — Miss  A.  K.  Wilson,  fishing  the  upper 
beat  on  25th  inst.,  killed  one  salmon  of  161b.,  and 
another  of  151b.  the  following  day,  while  Mr.  John 
A.  Pask  landed  one  of  121b.  on  the  lower  beat  on 
22nd  inst.  Loch  Tay  (Killin  Preserved  Water). — 
On  the  20th,  Mr.  Galloway  killed  one  salmon 
of  211b.;  on  21st,  one  of  161b;  and  on  22nd, 
another  of  151b.;  Captain  PateR30n,  on  21st, 
landed  one  of  301  b.  and  another  of  relb.  the  follow- 
ing day.  On  April  22  Miss  Todd  had  two  fish  of 
221b.  and  161b.,  while  Mr.  F.  Mappin  had  one  of 
181b.  and  Mr.  Green  one  of  161b.  on  April  23;  while 
Mr.  J.  Stenhouse  had  one  fish  of  15lb.,  Colonel  Han- 
bury-Barclay  one  of  171b.,  Mr.  Green  one  of  2  lib., 
and  Miss  Stenhouse  one  of  151b.  on  April  25. — A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
During  the  past  week  the  weather  on  the  whole  has 
been  a  little  more  favourable  for  salmon  angling, 
but  sport  continues  to  be  disappointing.  At  Carham, 
on  April  12,  one  salmon  of  161b.  was  caught, and  on 
the  14th  one  of  51b.  Since  th^  season  opened,  Mr. 
Perkins  has  [landed  thirty-four  spring  salmon  and 
upwards  of  1 30  unspawned  fish  on  the  Lees  water. 
On  the  18th,  Mr.  B.  Hollands  had  one  salmon  of 
5Jlb.  On  the  Birgham  wf.ter  on  the  14th,  Mr. 
Blunteel,  London,  had  one  salmon  of  71b.,  and  on 
the  16th,  one  of  7 Jib.  Trouting  is  very  much 
interfered  with  at  present,  so  many  smolts  making 
their  way  to  the  sea.  To-day  (Wednesday,  April  27) 
Mr.  Jas.  Steel,  at  the  Ninewells  on  Teviot,  landed  a 
nice  salmon  of  lOlb. — Maxwheel. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch.  Pishery  (Oalway). — Unfavour- 
able weather  for  fishing  last  week,  with  north  and 
north-west  winds.  Mr.  A.  Mathews  sejured  a  spring 
fish  on  April  20  scaling  !>Jlb.  and  a  fresh  run  sea- 
trout  (which  is  exceptionally  early,  as  they  run  in 
.Tune).  Mr.  A.  Greig,  fishing  Lough  Inagh  on  April 
25,  rose  some  salmon,  which  were  rather  sulky,  but 
landed  a  splendid  brown  trout,  4Jlb.,  a  beautifully 
marked  fish — Tot'K  Scott. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Bright  sunshine  and 
frost  at  night  were  experienced  throu5;h  th3  weik, 
and  in  consequence  all  the  tributaries  have  been  so 
much  reduced  that  the  fly  was  useless  only  on  the 
deep  pools.  Trout  were  caught  on  the  Maine,  and  on 
the  lower  stretches  of  the  Moyolaon  siiiall  ffies,  but 
sport  was  not  up  to  the  average.  The  main  liver 
continues  falling,  and  was  in  order  through  the 
week,  but  thpro  were  few  anglers  out  on  any  of  the 
sections.  The  high  winter  floods  carried  Lough 
Neagh  trout  down  stream,  and  many  of  these  fish 
are  now  rising  to  natural  flios  on  the  Portglenone 
stretch.  Tom  Graham  caught  four  trout  on  the 
Kilrea  reach,  Ulb.,  21b.,  2pb.,  and  3  Jib.  Spring 
salmon  are  resting  on  the  shallows  under  the  weir, 
but  the  greater  part  of  all  that  have  yet  come  in 
from  the  sea  have  run  to  the  lake.    Damki,  O'Fek. 

Belfast  and  District. — Th3  Lagan,  (Jlenavy, 
Crumlen,  Sixmile,  and  other  local  streams  are  in 
excellent  order,  but  the  cold  weathsr  ke?ps  trout 
from  rising  freely.  In  the  past  week  several  catches 
of  trout  up  to  21b.  were  made  on  the  Dromara 
reaches  of  the  Lagan,  where  the  stock  of  trout 
seems  to  be  increasing.  The  Water  Commissioners' 
dams  are  fislfing  indifferently,except  Marshalstown, 
where  Mr.  James  Murray  had  half-a-dozen  trout  on 
the  23rd  Same  day  Mr.  S.  Faulkner  creeled  twenty 
trout,  :^lb.  to  lib.,  on  Munro's  dam.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Collins,  fishing  the  Braid,  on  the  23rd,  caught 
twenty-five  trout.  There  is  likely  to  be  trouble  on 
the  Crossgar,  a  portion  of  which  was  acquired  this 
season  by  the  Belfast  anglers,  aa  the  local  men  fish 
the  stream  yet. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).— The  Bundrowes 
was  in  nice  fishing  order  in  the  early  part  of  the 
past  week,  and  some  fine  fresh-run  salmon  were 
landed.  Mr.  C.  J.  Singleton's  fisherman  landed 
four  salmon  of  ISJlb.,  141b.,  121b.,  and  lOJlb.,  on 
April  22.  23,  25,  and  26  ;  Mr.  A.  Stubbs  landed 
one  salmon  of  91b.  on  22nd.  Some  good  trouting 
was  also  enjoyed  by  the  trout  anglers  out  on  the 
river.  The  weather  became  wet  and  stormy  again 
towards  the  end  of  the  week,  but  at  time  of  writing 
the  river  is  in  fishing  order  and  sport  good. — M. 
RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshanuou  and  Belleek). — The  Erne 
is  n  )w  in  grand  trouting  order,  and  Sir  H.  B. 
Robertson,  Mr.  A.  Crawford,  Mr.  Hamilton,  and 
several  other  anglers  took  some  fine  specimens  of 
the  Erne  trout  during  the  past  weak.  The  net 
and  box  fishery  captured  some  fine  salmon  of 
201b.  and  251b.  during  the  past  week,  and  in 
another  for  night  or  so  rod-fishing  will  bagin  on  the 
Erne  for  salmon. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Eillarney.  — Though  the  weather  has  not  been 
very  favourable,  salmon  have  aflorded  generally 
good  sport  on  the  lakes,  being  principally  had 
trolling.  Brown  trout  are  now  rising  better  to  the 
flies,  and  several  good  baskets ,  of  those  fish  have 
been  had.— T.  J.  D. 

J»ee  River  (co.  Cork). — River  is  getting  very 
low  and  clear.  Salmon  are  plentiful,  but  rain  is 
much  needed.  On  Williams  Hotel  Water  (Macroom) 
R.  Barry  had  five  salmon,  7Jlb.,  91b.,  121b., 
151b.  and  19 Jib.;  and  C.  Kelleher,  one,  81b.  On 
Lord  Bandon's  Water,  Colonel  Trotman,  three, 
8  Jib.,  9  Jib.  and  111b.  On  Mashonaglass,  R. 
A.  Grove,  Annesley,  two,  91b.,  101b.;  and  H. 
Austen,  two,  7Jlb.  and  91b.  On  Oak  Grove  and 
Carhue,  G.  M.  levers,  six,  71b.,  81b.,  91b.,  101b., 
Ulb.  and  141b.  At  Carrigadrohid,  F.  St.  Leger, 
Carter,  six,  7Jlb.,  81b.,  8Jlb.,  91b.,  91b.,  and  lOlb. 
On  Nettleville,  H.  Welch  Thornton,  eight,  7  Jib.,  81b., 
8Jlb„  91b,  9Jlb.,  9Jlb.,  101b.,  and  101b.;  R.Netties, 
two,  91b.  and  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Powlett,  three,  9Jlb., 
101b.,  and  lllb.  On  Farran,  Colonel  Adamson,  two, 
71b.  each.  On  Rooves,  M.  Lyons,  two.  At 
Castleinch,  J.  O'Brien,  five.  71b.,  71b.,  8Jlb.,  91b., 
and  lllb.  At  the  Waterworks,  J.  McAulifte,  three, 
81b.,  91b.,  and  9lb.  ;  M.  Halloran,  two,  91b.  and 
13Jlb.  ;  B.  Murphy,  one,  81b.;  and  Mr.  Colthurst, 
one,  131b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Longh  Cnrrane.  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  very  much  against  angling 
since  last  report.  On  April  19  Dennis  Currane  had 
two  salmon,  11  Jib.  and  9 Jib.  April  23,  Mather 
Healy,  one  91b.  A  few  nice  baskets  of  brown  trout 
were  also  had.  Rock  fishing  for  brown  trout  has 
commenced  and  fair  sport  has  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Iioughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr). — Fishing 
on  above  waters  has  much  improved  owing  to  more 
favourable  weather.  Mr.  Waldron,  on  April  23, 
made  a  grand  basket  of  seven  trout,  ranging  from  | 


lib.  to  a  beauty  of  51b.,  the  latter  caught  on 
artificial  fly.  Mr.  Impey,  on  same  date,  creeled  six. 
largest  3Jlb.,  and  on  April  25  caught  five,  largest 
41b.— J.  A.  J. 

Itough  Melvin. — Good  sport  was  had  on  the 
lake  during  the  past  week,  although  the  weather 
was  stormy  most  of  the  time.  Mr.  P.  Conolly 
landed  one  salmon  of  121b.  on  April  22,  Mr.  .7, 
White  landed  a  fine  trout  of  6|lb.  on  April  23, 
and  Mr.  A.  Clarke  landed  one  salmon  of  9Jlb. 
on  April  24,  and  Mr.  Mulhern  landed  one 
salmon  of  81b.  and  three  gillaroo  trout,  weighing 
4Jlb  ,  on  same  date.  Tioutinj;  was  excellent, 
and  the  following  gentlemen  had  grand  sport 
amongst  the  gillaroos  and  brown  trout  during  the 
past  week:  Mr.  W.  Nealy,  Mr.  Vere  Grsgorie,  D. f.. 
Dr.  Whiteford,  M.D.,  Mr.  J.  Patsrson,  N.A.,  Dr. 
Blayney,  Mr.  Curtler,  Mr.  S.  Whibington,  Mr. 
Whitington,  jun.,  etc. ;  sport  at  time  of  writing 
continues  good,  and  the  weather  is  moderate  and 
wind  south-west.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Blonme  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  in  splendid  order 
now,  and  as  the  weather  is  picking  up  a  bit  the 
prospects  are  considered  good.  Major  Ans'.ey 
arrived  here  on  April  26,  and  same  day  creeled 
ten  nice  trout.  Salmon  commence  to  run  from  the 
third  week  of  June  usually,  and  it  is  as  well  to 
remind  intending  visitors  that  the  spoon  bait, 
artificial  minnow,  and  prawn  are  prohibited,  the 
recognised  lures  being  the  fly  and  the  lowly  but 
deadly  Gardenia. — J.  A.  B. 

Uoy  (Balllna,  co.  SKayo). — Fishing  during  the 
week  was  fair.  Mr.  J.  C,  Wilson,  on  Monday,  got  a 
good  fish  of  121b,  and  hooked  some  more' on  the 
upper  water  on  Lough  Conn.  Mr.  Argle  had  two- 
salmon,  101b.  and  121b.,  and  a  large  trout,  8|lb. 
Col.  Hewitt  one  salmon,  131b.,  and  Mr.  Main  one  of 
101b.  A  large  number  of  trout  were  taken,  also 
some  large  pike.  Sport  has  improved,  owing  to 
more  settled  weather.  Some  fish  have  been  taken 
at  the  Pontoon  bridge. — John  Dever.s. 

Uoy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — The  weather  here  for  the  past  week  was 
not  very  fair  for  angling,  but  as  I  am  writing  it  is 
getting  summerlike.  There  are  large  numbers  of 
salmon  in  the  pools.  Mr.  Mayne,  two  salmon,  lOlb. 
and  4  Jib. ;  Mr.  Arklow,  one  salmon.lOJlb.  The  com- 
ing week  should  be  very  good  for  sport,  owing  to 
the  large  run  of  salmon,  and  the  water  and  weather 
in  the  best  fishing  order.  The  salmon  weirs  are 
getting  a  good  supply  of  fish.  Both  loughs  are 
now  getting  fishable.  Mr.  S.  Scroope,  Colonel 
Hewett,  and  Mr.  Slater  had  some  nice  trout,  largest 
41b. — Pat.  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — 
Salmon  fishing  has  been  very  poor  this  week.  P. 
Ryan  and  W.  Fogartygot  afish  on  Tuesday  of  9  Jib.  on 
the  Mill  Pool.  To-day  (Wednesday,  April  27)  two 
were  taken  before  9  a.m.,  but  the  weather  and  water 
are  right  now ;  so  that  April  may  finish  up  well.  And 
then  May  is  close  upon  us,  and  everything  promises 
well  for  that  month,  during  which  we  shall  have  the 
Green  Drake  on  Lough  Derg,  free  to  all  comers,  and 
the  grilse  will  also  begin  to  troop  up  in  battalions 
from  the  sea.  I  would  advise  lake  fishers  to 
be  here  not  later  than  May  10.  I  am  always  willing 
to  give  intending  angling  visitors  all  information 
about  fishing,  shortest  route,  quarters,  expenses,  etc. 
By  the  way,  I  could  manage  to  give  a  party  of  four 
or  more  gentlemen  salmon  beats,  salmon,  grilse,  and 
trout  beats,  and  good  quarters,  etc.,  for  a  fortnight, 
month,  or  Jonger. — S,  J.  Hxtbley,  Abbey  View, 
Killaloe. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  —  A  little  rain  has 
fallen  during  the  week,  weather  cool.  On  Doonass, 
Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  four  salmon,  331b.,  18Jlb., 
24 Jib.,  I9jlb.  On  Newgarden,  Lord  Kingston  killed 
one  salmon,  261b. ;  Sir  P.  C.  Walker,  Bart.,  one 
salmon,  311b.  ;  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  one  salmon,  31  Jib. 
On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  two 
salmon,  lllb.,  33 Jib.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  S.  C.  Van- 
sittart  killed  one  salmon,  341b.  ;  Lord  Eangstoa 
one  salmon.  91b.  On  the  Erinagh  fishery,  Mr. 
Maokey's  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  211b. — J. 
Enbight  and  Son. 

Skibbereeu  District  (co.  Cork). — On  the  Shep- 
perton  Lakes  good  sport  was  had  with  trout  during 
the  past  week,  fish  rising  freely  to  fly.  Captain 
Power,  R.F.A.,  and  Captain  Turner,  who  are  at 
present  fishing  these  lakes,  had  some  good  baskets, 
the  former  having  one  day  seventeen,  averaging  Jib. 
— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mnllingar). — 
There  is  hardly  any  sport  to  record,  for  the  simj)le 
reason  that  when  the  wintry  days  of  April  dis- 
appeared the  weather  settled  down  almost  quite 
calm,  and  angling  became  nearly  impracticable, 
especially  on  the  rivers,  which  are  now  running  low 
and  clear.  During  the  past  week  the  wind  veered 
to  north-west,  and  there  is  a  cold  sting  in  the  air, 
which  does  not  augur  favourably  for  fishing  on 
either  lake  or  river.    I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
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Green  Drake  will  be  in  evidence  on  Lough  Ennell 
or  Belvedere  sometime  between  May  10  and  15, 
and  numbers  of  tourist  anglers  have  ab-eady  made 
arrangements  for  hotel  and  other  accommodation 
convenient  to  the  lakes.  Judging  from  the  numer- 
ous inquiries  I  have  received,  I  anticipate  that  the 
Westmeath  lakes  will  be  extensively  patronised  for 
the  dapping  thi*  year,  and  there  should  be  quite  as 
good  a  chance  of  sport  as  in  other  parts  of  Ireland, 
after  eighteen  years  of  strict  preservation.  A  good 
many  trout  were  risen  on  artificials  during  the  past 
week,  but  the\"  were  unfortunately  rising  short. 
There  are  myriads  of  small  black  flies  coming 
inland  from  the  lakes. — T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytauz  (April  23). — Things  have  been  rather 
better  for  some  days  past  with  regard  to  the  minor 
waters  of  the  Rhone  Valley,  the  Stockalper  being 
found  in  fair  fishing  order  in  the  early  and  later 
parts  of  last  week.  On  Tupsday  (April  19)  Mr.  J — 
got  five  trout  on  a  Brown  Palmer,  and  Capt.  H — 
took  a  couple  of  nice  fish  on  a  March  Brown  with 
tinsel.  On  Thursday  (April  21)  the  stream  was  full, 
but  not  too  dirty,  and  the  trout  were  rising  here 
and  there  till  the  day  became  too  bright.  Mr.  M — 
got  a  few  half-pounders,  returning  three  smaller, 
and  the  Colonel  brought  in  a  very  pretty  brace  of 
well-marked,  red-fleshed  trout,  which  made  a  nice 
dish,  caught  on  Coch-y-Bondhu,  and  Mr.  J — 
secured  one  of  lO^in.  on  a  Blue  Upright  in  heavy 
water  on  the  lower  part  of  the  stream. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Penzance. — Whiffing  for  pollack  good  sport : 
catches  fifty  down  :  a  good-sized  codling  and  a  bass 
were  also  landed.  Rod  fishing  from  piers  :  moderate 
sport  with  small  pollack.  Ground  fishing,  one 
catch,  six  pollack,  one  bream  ;  another,  six  pouting. 
Sport  light  generally.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymonth.. — Pollack  are  being  taken  in  great 
numb?rs  just  outside  the  Breakwater,  both  at  the 
Lighthouse  and  Caga  ends,  and  several  boats  can 
be  seen  there  daily.  The  fish  are  very  fine,  and  are 
taking  the  airtificial  and  natural  bait  freely.  The 
bass  do  not  seem  to  bs  rising  so  well  this  week ;  the 
weather  being  a  little  bit  colder  I  expect  is  the 
cause.  Although  they  have  been  tried  for  at  Penlee 
and  the  Rame  Head,  only  a  stray  one  or  two  have 
been  caught.  The  mackerel  boats  have  been  having 
good  catches  with  their  railing  lines,  some  of  the 
boats  having  from  400  to  600,  but  a  good  many  of 
the  fish  show  sign^  of  being  bitten  by  dogfish  or 
garfish. — William  Heaeder  (B.S.  .^.S.). 


PFovineial  Afigiing  jlotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM -AND  DISTRICT. 

The  splendid  show  of  specimen  fish  on  view  at 
the  Bing'ey  Hall  Exhibition  was  judged  on  Monday 
last  by  Mr.  A.  G.  Ashford,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Barnt 
Green  Angling  Society.  The  following  is  the 
official  list: — Class  1. — Roach,  Ist,  G.  H.  Oliver, 
Hjghgate  Society  ;  2nd,  J.  Attwood,  Hearts  of  Oak  ; 
lird,  J.  Owen,  Spring  Hill  ;  4th,  W.  Parks,  St. 
George's.  Class  2. — Perch,  Ist,  W.  Trevor,  Gar- 
rison ;  2nd,  W.  Overton,  Bacchus  ;  3rd,  W.  Owen, 
West  End;  4th,  T.  Smith,  Old  Union  Mill. 
Class  3.- Chub,  1st,  C.  Cottrell,  Tenby;  2nd, 
T.  King,  Highgate  ;  3rd,  E.  Booth,  JIanor ; 
tth,  W.  Groves,  the  Gun.  Class  4. — -Bream, 
Ist,  E.  Morris,  Hillyfields  ;  2nd,  H.  Coleman,  West 
End;  3rd,  J.  Attwood,  Hearts  of  Oak;  4th,  F. 
Hodgetts,  St.  Stephen's.  Class  5. — Pike,  Ist,  H. 
W^eston,  Handsworth ;  2nd,  W.  Purser,  the  Gun  ; 
'■'rd,  A.  P.  Thornley,  Midland  Piscatorials.  4th, 
•).  B.  Russell,  Midland  Piscatorials.  Class  0. — 
Trout,  1st,  A.  P.  Thornley,  Midland  Piscatorials ; 
■ind,  J.  Beasley,  Highgate  ;  3rd,  G.  H.  Barton,  St. 
I'aul's  ;  4th,  A.  P.  Thornley,  Midland  Piscatorials. 
(Jlaas  7. — Dace,  1st,  T.  Hadley,  Birmingham  Heath  ; 
2nd,  G.  Birch,  Hearts  of  Oak  ;  3rd,  F.  Hughes,  the 
Gun  ;  4th,  T.  King,  Highgate.  Claas  8.— Barbel, 
1st,  W.  Rose,  Ryland;  2nd,  W.  Deeley,  Midland 
f'iscatorials.  Claas  9. —Tench,  1st,  W.  Reeves,  Han- 
del's Head  ;  2nd.  S.  Tookey,  the  Gun.  Claas  10. — 
Mixed  fish.  Ist,  J.  Attwood,  Hearts  of  Oak,  rufTe ; 
2nd,  F.  Tandy,  Travellers'  Rent ;  3rd,  H.  Wilkes, 
^  pring  Hill,  bleak  ;  4th,  W.  HoUoway,  Highgate, 
.rayling.  The  prizes  to  the  value  of  £20  will  be 
distributed  at  Bingley  Hall  on  Friday,  May  (5,  at 
H.30  p.m.  (this  is  the  first  official  prize  list).  Angling 
news  is  just  now  very  quiet  in  the  city.  I  am  pleased 
t'j  say  from  my  own  observation  that  our  members 
Hi'f)  recognising  the  clo.^e  season  this  year  more  than 
';ver  ;  this  goes  to  show  that  the  remark  of  the  chair- 
rrian  of  the  Association  and  others  who  have  the 
interests  of  the  Sport  to  heart,  have  done  something 


which  they  have  reasons  to  be  proud  of.  Trout 
fishing  has  been  quiet  owing  to  the  change  of  the 
weather.  We  have  had  some  cold  winds,  and  the 
change  has  been  detrimental  to  sport.  Nothing  of 
any  importance  has  been  done  on  the  Severn,  and 
the  local  waters  close  to  the  river  have  been  but 
little  patronised. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  waters  are  all  in  first-class  condition  for 
operations,  but  sport  has  only  been  very  moderate 
during  the  past  week,  and  very  few  trout  of  any 
size  worth  recording  have  been  taken.  A  couple  of 
nice  fish  were  reported  last  week-end  from  the 
Wansford  district  of  the  Driffield  canal,  estimated 
to  weigh  about  21b.;  but  on  the  river  Hull  very  few 
have  been  caught  either  with  fly  or  bait  fishing,  and 
mostly  small  fish.  In  the  lower  waters,  owing 
to  the  cold  nights,  flounders  are  not  much  on  the 
run ;  consequently,  at  the  East  Hull  Band  Angling 
Association  open  match  on  Saturday  afternoon  last, 
at  Dunsvvell,  only  very  poor  takes  were  made 
by  the  124  competitors,  and  not  a  single  trout 
was  hooked  during  the  competition,  which  was 
very  disappointing,  for  the  river  was  in  good 
condition  and  the  weather  was  splendid  all  through- 
out, but  what  ,augur3  well  for, the  coming  season, 
scale  fish  were  much  in  evidence  and  rising 
in  all  directions.  In  the  match  3^oz.  came  in  for 
a  prize,  and  the  first  four  were  taken  by  Messrs.  I. 
Lawson,  14ioz. ;  J.  Austick,  lO^oz. ;  D.  Smith, 
8|oz.  ;  and  T.  Smith,  8Joz.  Our  next  big  event 
will  take  place  on  the  river  at  the  sam?  place 
(Dunswell)  on  Saturday  afternoon.  May  7,  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Hull  Town  Angling  Association, 
time  and  terms  as  usual  and  under  the  Amalgama- 
tion rules. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  is  but  little  to  chronicle,  either  on  lake  or 
stream,  for  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  inclement 
weather.  On  Windermere  Mr.  Redmayne's  keeper 
killed  a  fine  trout  of  4}lb.  on  the  natural  minnow, 
and  others  have  been  taken  up  to  4lb.  by  trolling 
and  2lb.  by  whipping.  Mr.  Butterfield  creeled 
twenty-two  char  on  Tuesday,  and  others  have  been 
more  or  less  successful — mostly  less  ;  but  of  good 
all-round  angling  there  is  none.  Mr.  Senior  (editor 
of  the  Field)  paid  the  Kent  a  visit,  and  fished  the 
private  waters  of  Levens  Park  and  Lower  Levens 
last  week.  His  first  two  visits  resulted  in  the 
capture  of  two  score  of  good  trout,  but  on  the  third 
and  last  day  of  his  stay — a  bright  and  glaring  one — 
his  catch  fell  to  eight.  If  we  could  get  a  bit  of 
warm  weather  we  sho\ild  stand  a  chance  of  a  little 
evening  fishing.  As  things  are  it  is  hardly  worth 
while  putting  the  rod  together. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  boisterous  since  Saturday, 
with  slight  showers  at  intervals.  On  April  22  rain 
fell  heavily,  and  brought  on  a  temporary  rise  of 
the  trout.  Trout  angling  has  engaged  attention 
chiefly  on  the  tributaries,  and  at  Rolleston  and 
Caythorpe  some  good  fish  have  been  creeled  off 
the  Greet  and  Dover  Beck.  Mr.  W.  Stansfield  and 
Mr.  T.  B.  Potter  had  five  brace  from  the  latter ;  whilst 
at  Rolleston  (above  the  mill)  Mr.  H.  Benson  suc- 
ceeded in  hooking  and  landing  a  specimen  weighing 
over  31b.  I  understand  it  was  a  male,  of  exceptional 
length,  and  in  only  moderate  condition.  A  few  brace 
have  come  to  hand  from  the  Smite,  in  the  Colston 
Bassett  district ;  and  on  other  private  waters,  Mr. 
.Arthur  Dobson  and  Mr.  Holme.s  have  excelled  with  a 
take  of  eight  brace.  These  latter  were,  I  am  informed, 
caught  with  trolling  minnow  and  worm.  Fly  fishing 
on  the  higher  parts  of  the  Greet  and  Dover  Beck 
usually  begins  on  May  Day,  which,  however,  this 
year  falls  on  Sunday.  Both  portions  contain  plenty 
of  fine  trout.  The  action  brought  by  the  Trent 
Navigation  Company  against  the  Beaston  Angling 
Society,  to  reitratn  members  from  trespassing  on 
the  island  adjoining  Beeston  weirs,  is  not  yet 
settled.  The  society  is  supported  by  the  lord  of 
the  manor,  Mr.  E.  N.  Charlton,  of  Chilwell  Hall. 
Long  logal  arguments  bearing  on  the  case  have  been 
heard  in  London  before  Mr.  Justice  Wells ;  and  it  is 
understood  that  the  learned  Judge  will  give  his 
decision  on  May  2,  The  action  has  aroused  great 
interest  locally.  At  the  period  of  writing  the  Trent 
was  low  and  clear,  and  in  the  pink  of  condition  for 
plying  the  trolling  minnows  on  those  parts  of  the 
river  in  which  trout  are  known  to  abound. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  in  capital  condition  for  angling 
and  a  nice  height.  The  weather  has  been  bright, 
but  a  bitterly  cold  wind  has  been  blowing  all  the 
week,  and  but  few  rods  out  and  little  sport  had. 
The  tiout  were  not  on  the  feed,  and  saveral  anglers 
returned  homo  beaten.  Some  good  fish  have  been 
taken  in  the  brooks  with  the  worm,  and  two  local 
sportsman  caught  a  nice  kit  of  trout  in  private 
water,  the  best  conditioned  fish  we  have  seen  this 


season,  but  until  we  get  more  genial  weather  we 
cannot  expect  good  sport.  There  are  plenty  of 
flies  on  the  water,  but  they  float  down  stream 
unheeded ;  not  a  rise  is  seen.  Some  of  the  fish 
taken  had  been  feeding  on  caddis  bait  on  thp 
bottom,  and  we  may  expect  an  early  rise  of  the 
May  Fly. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  waters  have  been  in  splendid  condition  durina 
the  past  week,  but  being  close  time  for  coarse  fish 
there  is  nothing  to  report  beyond  a  little  eel  finhing 
and  a  few  modera'e  catches  of  trout.  The  latter 
were  made  by  a  local  angler  in  Spital  Beck,  near 
Barton  Hill,  on  April  23.  Eels  have  b  ;gun  to  run 
in  the  River  Foss,  and  four  were  taken  by  an  angler 
one  day  this  week.  A  meeting  of  York  Amalga- 
mation of  Anglers,  held  at  the  Bay  Horse,  Mary 
gate,  York,  on  Tuesday  night,  April  26,  seriously 
di83U8sed  whether  fishing  for  eels  should  be  allowed 
in  their  waters  during  the  close  season,  because  of 
the  temptation  to  rodmen  to  take  prohibited 
fish.  It  transpired  that  the  Amalgamation  have 
been  successful  in  obtaining  a  fine  stretch  of  water 
for  coarse  fishing  in  the  River  Ouse  from  Bishop- 
thorpe  to  Acaster.  This  portion  of  the  stream 
yields  plentifully,  more  particularly  as  regards 
roach.  York  trout  fishers  are  not  numerous  at 
present.  Special  permission  from  owners  is 
necessary.    This  is  not  readily  obtained. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  not  been  quite  the  thing  for 
angling,  generally  speaking,  since  last  notes.  Good 
sport,  however,  has  been  had  at  many  places  at 
salmon  and  brown  trout.  The  Boyne  and  Slanev 
yielded  fair  or  average  sport  at  salmon.  Lough 
Melvin  has  fished  well,  and  the  outlook  on  this 
water  is  now  very  encouraging.  The  Shannon,  Lee, 
and  Blackwater  (co.  Cork)  have  fished  well  at  times, 
and  the  prospects  are  improving  on  all  of  them. 
Brown  trout  fishing  appears  to  have  yielded 
generally  good  sport  everywhere,  the  heaviest  fish 
being  had  in  the  Cannaught  lakes.  Very  little  has 
been  seen  of  sea-trout  anywhere,  but  sport  is  ex- 
pected shortly  with  those  fish  at  Waterville  and 
Donegal.  \ 

North  of  Ireland. 

In  connection  with  the  grant  of  £100  per  armum 
from  the  Agricultural  Department  to  the  Coleraine 
Board  of  Conservators,  and  £20  towards  the  purchase 
of  trout  ova,  on  the  condition  that  similar  amounts 
were  raised  locally,  Mr.  Wyndham  said  in  the  Hou.se 
of  Commons  on  April  26  that  the  Department  was 
prepared  to  consider  an  application  for  a  similar 
grant  in  the  case  of  Lougti  Erne  should  the  con- 
ditions be  found  to  warrant  it.  The  grant  of  £100 
to  the  Coleraine  Board  was  for  the  protection  of 
the  Lough  Neagh  fisheries. 


Associations,  etc. 

Anglers'  Association. 
Mr.  Philip  Geen,  the  president  of  the  Anglere' 
Association,  occupied  the  chair  at  the  annual  general 
meeting  held  at  Cripplegate  Institute,  Golden-lane, 
Barbican,  on  Monday,  April  18.  Over  one  hundred 
delegates  were  present,  representing  sixty  societies. 
The  usual  business  of  an  ordinary  delegate  meeting 
was  speedily  disposed  of ;  one  cheque  was  ordered  to 
be  drawn,  leaving  a  balance  of  over  £70.  The 
representatives  of  the  piscatorial  section  of  the 
Sports  Exhibition,  Cr\stal  Palace,  attended  to 
induce  delegates  to  recommend  their  societies  to 
loan  their  cases  of  stuffed  fish,  and  also  to 
influence  their  members  to  enter  the  £ingling  com- 
petitions, which  it  is  hoped  will  be  held  on  the  lakes  ; 
provided  sufficient  interest  is  taken  in  this  matter 
the  anglers  themselves  will  be  allowed  to  draw  up 
the  conditions  of  rules,  and  manage  these  competi- 
tions ;  all  information  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to 
Mr.  G.  Kendall,  Piscatorial  Section,  Crystal  Palace, 
S.E.  I  am  confident  that  the  Crystal  Palace  Com- 
pany will  take  every  precaution  to  ensure  the  return 
of  loaned  cases  in  as  good  condition  as  when  fetched 
from  club-houses,  and  I  hope  societies  will  see  their 
way  clear  to  support  this  interesting  section  of  the 
exhibition.  In  the  event  of  competitions  being  held 
it  was  pointed  out  to  the  Palace  gentlemen  the 
great  desirability  of  having  an  impartial  judge,  and 
one  in  no  way  connected  or  influenced  by  a  London 
association.  Two  new  societies  were  enrolled,  and 
both  promise  to  become  strong  societies,  the 
Canterbury  A.S.,  of  Croydon,  and  the  Leyton 
Waltonians,  of  Leyton.  The  charge  for  the  new 
season's  privilege  ^ticket  will  be  2s.  as  in  previous 
years.  Mr.  Harwood,  with  the  aid  of  a  seconder, 
was  unable  to  obtain  any  support  for  the  2s.  6d. 
ticket.  The  whole  of  last  year's  officers  were  re- 
elected ;  Mr.  Philip  Geen.  president;  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett,  vice-president  ;  Messrs.  W.  H.  Barber, 
■J.   B.  Close  and  F.   A.   Gray,  trustees;   Mr.  E. 
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Buxton  Head,  hon  treasurer;  and  R.  G.  Wood- 
ruff, secretary.  Mr.  H.  Moore  (Brompton)  and 
Mr.  F.  Randall  (Brunswick  Bros.)  replaced  Messrs. 
G.  Barnes  and  G.  Beaumont  on  the  general  com- 
mittee ;  the  remaining  twenty  -  two  members 
were  re-elected.  The  Anglers'  Benevolent  Com- 
mittee were  re-elected,  and  Mr.  R.  J.  Wells  elected 
A.B.S.  auditor.  The  netting  and  restocking  com- 
mittee were  re-elected.  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin,  one  of  the 
auditors,  read  the  annual  statementof  accounts  and 
balance  sheet,  a  copy  of  which  was  in  the  hands  of 
all  delegates  present.  The  membership  of  4305  shows 
a  slight  increase  on  last  year  ;  total  income  was  £510, 
and  expenditure  £513.  The  excess  of  expenditure 
over  income  was  occasioned  by  the  abnormal  cost 
of  police  and  bailiffs  here  to  watch  and  protect  fish- 
life  in  the  River  Lea  during  the  drawing  down  of 
waters  for  lock  and  other  repairs  ;  the  sum  of  £37  9s. 
wa9  paid  in  that  direction,  and  a  further  sum  of  £21 
was  spent  for  similar  work  at  our  own  fishery  at 
Weybridge.  Notwithstanding  those  expenses,  a 
cash  balance  of  £80  stands  to  the  credit  of  the 
association,  and  another  cash  balance  of  nearly  £50 
to  the  credit  of  the  netting  and  restocking  fund. 
By  a  unanimous  vote  the  balance-sheet  was  ap- 
proved by  a  vote  of  thanks  given  to  the  auditors.  It 
might  here  be  msntioned  that  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion exercise  similar  authority  on  the  Rivers  Lea  (21 
miles)  and  Stort  {15  miles),  as  do  the  T.A.F.S.  over 
a  portion  of  the  River  Thames  ;  but  here  the  simile 
ends.  The  association  have  to  do  their  work  out 
of  their  own  funds,  no  outside  help  is  forthcoming  ; 
and  further  the  waters  are  so  often  drawn  for  lock 
and  other  works,  whicli  on  an  average  is  over  £22 
per  annum.  The  T.A.P.S.  obtain  their  funds  from 
many  sources,  and  they  have  no  drawing  down  of 
water  for  lock  repairs,  consequently  the  work  of 
preservation  is  more  arduous  on  the  Lea  and  Stort 
than  the  Thames.  The  nettings  carried  out  by  the 
association  at  Batterseaand  Peckham  Rye  Parks  by 
permission  of  the  London  County  Council  resulted 
in  four  tons  of  fish  being  removed  ;  half  a  ton  war© 
taken  to  Hampstead  Heath  ponds,  and  the  balance 
of  3i  tons  were  put  into  the  river  Thames  at 
Richmond  and  Hampton  Court,  places  where  the 
angling  public  may  fish.  Further  than  this,  we 
have  given  donations  of  £10  to  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  £7  10s.  to  each  of  the  Windsor 
and  Eton  and  the  Henley  and  District  Angling 
Preservation  Societies,  thus  making  a  grand  total 
of  over  £147  actually  spent  in  benefiting  the  sport 
of  angling  in  public  waters  out  of  an  income  of 
£510.  The  date  of  the  annual  dinner  has  been 
altered :  it  will  now  be  held  on  Monday,  May  23,  at 
7  p.m.,  tickets  3s.  6d.  each.  All  societies  enrolled 
will  be  circularised  with  reference  to  this  matter, 
and  tickets  can  be  obtained  from  the  secretary. — 
R.  G.  W. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

At  the  last  meeting  only  two  cases  had  to  be  con- 
sidered, both  of  which  were  relieved.  I  beg  to 
acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the  receipts  of 
£1  Is.,  P.  Geen,  Esq.  (annual  donation);  £1  Is., 
Clapham  Strollers'  A.S. ;  £2  8s.,  Izaak  Walton 
A.S.  :  £2,  Good  Intent  A.S. ;  £5  17s.,  West  Ham 
Brothers ;  £1  15s.  6d.,  Mr.  Hunt's  concert  ;  6s., 
Mrs.  Martin ;  3s.,  Rose  and  Crown,  St.  Margaret's ; 
and  23.  6d.,  Mr.  Brickell,  Broxbourne.  The  prizes 
won  in  the  recent  competition  will  be  distributed 
at  the  Spread  Eagle,  1,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch, 
on  Monday,  June  13,  at  8.30.  Our  new  year  begins 
May  1,  and  subscriptions  of  Is.  Id.  per  annum  are 
payable  in  advance. — W.  H.  Barber. 

Blenheim  Angling  Society. 

Fui'ther  good  fortvuie  has  befallen  tliis  society,  in 
that  it  has  received  another  consignment  of  fish 
through  the  gentleman  who  gave  such  welcome 
assistance  on  a  former  occasion.  The  fish  secured 
this  last  time  numbered  at  least  three  hundred  and 
fifty,  and  consisted  principally  of  roach,  many  of 
which  weighed  lib.,  some  nearer  21b.  ;  there  were 
also  a  few  dace  and  chub  ;  also  perch  up  to  l^lb. 
The  Blenheim  A.S.  is  now  enabled  to  say  that  it  has 
turned  into  its  waters,  at  Harefield  and  elsewhere, 
close  on  1400  fish  of  various  kinds — namely,  perch, 
chub,  dace,  roach,  tench,  bream,  and  pike.  They 
were  truly  a  grand  lot  worth  going  a  long  way  to  see, 
and  a  longer  way  to  get.  It  is  scarely  possible  to 
over-estimate  the  supj)ort  this  society  has  recently 
met  with,  for  seldom  does  it  fall  to  the  lot  of  any 
angUng  society  to  obtain  such  fine  fish  for  restocking 
purposes,  and,  needless  to  state,  a  very  cordial  vote 
of  thanks  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  donor  for  his 
sportsmanlike  and  valuable  aid.  Mr.  Wood  Barrett 
caught  a  nice  lot  of  roach  up  to  1  Jib.  at  the  close  of 
last  season  at  Harefield,  most  of  which  he  was  good 
enough  to  return.  Our  annual  general  meeting  is 
fixed  for  June  1,  and  our  annual  dinner  for  Thursday 
evening,  June  9. — E.  B. 

Briny  .Anglers'  Association. 
i|i  The  second  annual  .sea-fishing  competition  will 
take  place  at  Littlehampton  on  June  j.    Open  to 


all  England.  Entrance  fee,  Is.  A  number  of 
valuable  prizes  are  offered.  Conditions,  one  rod 
only  to  be  used ;  no  boat  fishing  allowed.  A 
collection  will  be  made  on  behalf  of  the  National 
LifeVjoat  Institution.  All  communications  to  be 
addressed  to  the  hon.  secretary,  W.  Poole,  the 
Lord  Nelson,  Nelson's-square,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

On  Wednesday  Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  gave  a  charming 
address  upon  "Railing,"  a  mode  of  sea  angling 
described  as  being  practised  by  towing  a  line  after 
a  sailing  boat  under  weigh,  in  old  time  termed 
"reeling."  With  a  happy  absence  of  the  didactic 
manner,  and  an  easy  conversational  flow  of  talk  he 
covered  the  whole  subject,  claiming  for  this  mode 
of  angling  a  vast  superiority  over  any  other  for  the 
capture  of  swimming  fish.  The  simple  hauling  in  of 
self-hooked  fish  upon  a  coarse  line  even  in  great  num- 
bers could  not  be  considered  as  sport,  so  he  exhibited 
suitable  rods,  lines,  leads  and  hooks,  the  paraphernalia 
of  what  he  looked  upon  aa  being  sport.  As  bass  were 
thus  caught  as  well  aa  mackerel,  an  occasional  bream, 
much  pollack  and  some  garfish,  he  advised  the  use 
of  a  rod,  producing  one  of  Hardy's  bass  rods,  of 
good  length,  springy,  and  of  some  pliability.  In 
most  cases  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  play  the 
fi-h.  The  ordinary  check  reel  was  good  enough  and 
need  not  be  a  large  one,  vising  a  good  silk  line  with 
gut  trace,  and  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty  yards 
of  line  was  usually  out,  but  for  bass  100  to  160  yards 
was  needful,  for  when  hooked  they  always  take  a 
good  run.  Various  leads  for  sinking  the  bait  to 
the  fish  feeding  level  were  shown  and  their  use 
illustrated,  the  ordinary  pipe  lead  being  approved. 
The  sagging  of  this  form  of  lead  prevents  kinking. 
A  single  gut  trace  was  sufficient  for  all  but  large 
fish.  The  peculiarities  of  railing  on  the  Cornish, 
Irish,  and  Scotch  coasts  were  described,  and  in 
choice  of  bait  consideration  of  the  light  at  the  time 
of  fishing  was  insisted  upon.  Pollack  especially  are 
very  shy  of  light.  In  the  twilight  hour,  and  when 
the  sun  has  dropped  and  the  afterglow  goes,  they 
will  take  almost  any  bait,  the  favourite  one  the 
red  rubber-eel.  In  certain  lights  black  or  white 
ones  are  preferred,  and  at  Coverack,  in  Cornwall, 
bright  ginger,  orange  and  lemon  tints  are  killing 
ones.  Coalfish  will  take  a  very  bright  red. 
Finally,  the  speaker  commended  railing  as  an  excel- 
lent mode  of  killing  game  fish  by  skilful  angling,  and 
in  view  of  the  new  competition  shortly  to  be  an- 
nounced, commended  it  to  the  attention  of  members. 
Messrs.  Linfoot,  Hyde,  Bates,  Gordon,  Kemp,  Sum- 
mers, Parker  and  others  furnished  their  quota  of 
information,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  felicitously  describ- 
ing railing  as  better  than  bottom  fishing,  as  it 
enabled  you  to  hunt  the  fish,  the  nearest  approach 
to  fly  fishing  he  knew  of.  Mr.  E.  Hyde  occupied 
the  chair.  Numerous  reports  from  stations  were 
read.  A  fine  specimen  of  Galathea  strigosa,  the 
painted  squab,  a  red  lobster,  sent  by  Mrs.  Hussey 
from  Deal,  and  two  small  dabs,  brown  on  the  wrong 
side,  a  sport  very  rare  with  the  dab,  though  not 
unusual  with  the  flounder,  were  added  to  the 
museum,  and  the  subject  for  next  Wedgesday 
announced  as,  "  Bass  and  Mullet  Fishing  at  Margate," 
a  paper  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomra  — H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatobial  Society. 

Mr,  E.  P.  Beamont  presided  on  April  26. 
There  were  not  many  fishing  reports,  and  no  trout 
had  been  taken.  Mr.  Warne,  however,  at  Cookham, 
had  captured  a  very  fine  chub,  which  of  course  had 
been  immediately  returned.  Several  applications 
and  nominations  for  membersliip  were  again  before 
the  society.  Ballots  in  connection  therewith  will 
take  place  on  May  10.  A  gentleman,  proposed  on 
April  12,  was  duly  elected.  Members  are  requested 
to  note  that  there  will  be  an  outing  to  Leigh  on 
Tuesday,  May  10,  when  good  sport  may  be  expected, 
and  gentlemen  wishing  to  participate  should  send 
in  their  names  at  once  to  the  hon.  secretary,  so  that 
proper  arrangements  for  boats,  baits,  etc.,  may  be 
effected.  On  Tuesday  next.  May  3,  Mr.  A.'  W. 
Parker  will  read  a  very  interesting  paper,  entitled, 
"  Memories  of  the  Past,  and  Anticipations  of  the 
Future."  The  paper  will  have  pictorial  and  musical 
accompaniments,  and  several  original  ideas  will  be 
introduced.  Ladies  are  invited,  and  a  very  pleasant 
entertainment  maybe  expected. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

The  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday,  April  26, 
was  held  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  T.  Emery, 
who  gave  the  meeting  further  particulars  respecting 
the  forthcoming  tournament  to  be  held  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  in  July.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruf?  was 
selected  to  represant  the  Gresham  at  the  National 
Angling  Competition  at  Loch  Leven  on  June  1. 
The  May  programme  was  drawn  up  and,  with  a 
circular  relating  to  the  now  Kennet  fishery,  will  be 
posted  to  pach  inemVjer  during  the  next  few  days. 
Three  new  members  were  elected.  One  of  our 
members,  fishing  at  Chesham  on  Saturday  last, 


lost  a  box  of  flies.  Anyone  finding  the  same  kindly 
return  to  the  Manchester  Hotel.  Fishing  reports 
are  this  weak  rather  meagre,  though  a  few  good  fish 
have  been  taken  at  Chesham.  Doubtless  the  cold 
evenings  have  kept  the  fish  from  rising  freely.  Mr. 
Go  wing  secured  a  very  nice  brace  on  April  21,  the 
Wickham  being  the  successful  fly.  Mr.  C.  F.  Buck- 
ingham took  a  small  trout  having  the  distinctive 
markings  of  a  parr.  Should  any  member  capture  a 
similar  fish,  he  is  asked  to  retain  it  irrespective  of 
size,  and  forward  it  to  headquarters  for  inspection 
and  discussion. — Hon.  Sec. 

Holloway  Angling  Society. 

The  inaugural  dinner  of  the  above  society  took 
place  at  headquarters.  Coach  and  Horses,  HoUoway- 
road,  N.,  on  Thursday  evening,  April  21.  Mr. 
S.  Stone  (president)  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by 
Mr.  F.  Berry  and  supported  by  sixty  members  and 
friends.  After  partaking  of  a  capital  spread,  pro- 
vided by  Host  J.  H.  Rollings,  which  proved  in 
every  way  a  great  success,  the  loyal  and  usual 
toasts  were  duly  honoured.  The  chairman  then 
proceeded  to  distribute  a  very  fine  array  of  prizes 
for  the  past  season,  following  which,  in  response  to 
the  chairman's  persuasive  eloquence,  a  very  fine 
list  of  prizes  was  announced  for  the  ensuing  year, 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  close  on  forty  guineas. 
The  financial  statement  read  by  the  hon.  treasurer, 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels,  showing  the  society  to  be  in  a 
sound  and  flourishing  state,  was  received  with 
acclamation.  A  splendid  musical  programme  was 
provided  under  the  directorship  of  Mr.  W.  Nodes, 
who  was  ably  supported  by  members  and  pro- 
fessional talent.  During  the  eveninc;  a  presentation 
was  made  to  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  H.  C.  Martin, 
in  the  shape  of  a  handsome  cigarette  case,  as  a 
mark  of  esteem  and  appreciation  for  his  services  to 
the  society. 

Piscatobiai,  Society. 

Ori  Monday,  April  25,  Mr.  Robert  Blundell  was 
in  possession  of  the  chair,  and  several  new  members 
wera  elected  by  ballot.  Further  reports  were 
received  of  the  Grannom  fishing,  and  the  conclusion 
come  to  was  that  it  had  been  a  dismal  failure.  No 
captures  were  recorded  by  the  aid  of  the  artificial, 
but  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  creeled  several  very  nice 
fish  with  the  March  Brown — this,  too,  whilst  the 
Grannom  was  thick  upon  the  water.  On  Saturday 
last  there  was  no  Grannom  seen.  The  president, 
however,  stated  that  there  was  a  splendid  rise  of 
Olives,  which  were  left  untouched  by  the  trout, 
the  latter  refusing  to  budge  or  bulge.  IJaskets  were 
consequently  extremely  light.  Mr.  C.  H.  By  waters, 
who  had  fished  the  Kennet  on  several  occasions  in 
the  week,  had  nothing  to  his  credit  save  small  fish, 
a  most  unusual  thing  at  this  early  period  of  the 
year  when  grand  trout  are  generally  killed  with  a 
wet  fly.  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  had  been  again  success- 
ful at  Uxbridge.  He  was  fortunate  enough  to 
secure  a  lovely  shaped  trout  of  21b.  8oz.  on  the 
Alder  —  this  was  the  only  take  notified  on  the 
Colne.  Mr.  Hardy,  by  the  way,  mentioned  that 
he  had  seen  some  flies  on  the  Uxbridge  water 
which  he  took  to  be  Grannoms.  Unfortunately, 
however,  he  was  unable  to  secure  a  specimen  and 
settle  the  matter  authoritatively.  The  society  has 
nominated  Dr.  P.  Dewar  Head  to  represent  them 
at  the  forthcoming  Loch  Leven  competition  in 
June  next.  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham  presented  to 
the  library  a  copy  of  his  book,  "The  Court  of 
Sacharissa,"  and  was  warmly  thanked  for  the  gift. 
The  committee  will  feel  obliged  if  any  member  who 
would  like  to  represent  the  society  on  the  Committee 
of  the  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Clompetition,  to  be  held 
at  the  Crystal  Palace,  will  send  in  his  name  as  soon 
as  possible  to  the  Hon.  Sec. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS. 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  66 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 

20,609.  Fishing-rod  fittings.  Patentee:  T.  Cow- 
burn,  Spring  Villa,  Brook-street,  Glouces- 
tershire. Relates  to  an  attachment  for 
fishing-rods  for  use  in  casting.  The  arm 
is  fixed  to  the  rod  by  the  plate.  This 
arm,  or  the  loop,  can  be  turned  within 
limits  fixed  by  the  stops,  and  can  be 
secured  in  any  position  by  screwing  up 
the  nut.  When  casting  the  arm  is  swung 
back  until  the  loop  is  in  the  line  of  the 
axis  of  the  reel.  The  line  can  then  be 
manipulated  without  turning  the  reel. 
The  arm  may  be  fixed  permanently  and 
open  loops  used. 
4517.   George  Forest,  lll,Hatton Garden,  London. 

Improvements  in  or  relating  to  oases, 
books,  or  other  receptacles  ur  holders  for 
fish  hooks. 
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NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 


Salmox  are  up  the  Bann,  several  having  been 
'  en  in  the  cribs  at  Coleraine.  Heavy  water  is 
eded  to  bring  them  up  to  Ivilrea.  When  you  go 
to  the  l>[aine  put  up  nn  OUve  Quill.  It  is  a  good  fly 
and  a  ilarch  Brown  is  not  a  bad  second.  The  same 
applies  to  the  Clough.  The  Crossgar  trouble  is  now 
on.  During  the  Easter  holidays  and  since  the 
bailiffs  warned  off  a  number  of  anglers.  Several 
who  persisted  in  fishing  the  waters  of  the  Belfast 
Anglers  had  their  names  taken.  Mr.  M'Camraon, 
BalljTiahinch,  is  credited  with  creeling  a  good  fish, 
close  on  31b.,  at  Ball\-nahinch.  Such  fish  are  rather 
rare  so  far  up  the  river.  "  What's  wrong  with  the 
dams  ?  "  queried  a  veteran  angler  the  other  day. 
I  am  siu'e  I  do  not  know,  except  that  the  fish  are  not 
there.  Over  a  score  of  rods  were  ovit  at  Woodburn 
on  April  23,  and  the  best  basket  made  was  three  fish, 
and  that  by  one  of  the  best  anglers  in  the  city. 
Such  little  streams  as  the  Clady,  Glenavy,  Crumlin, 
f'omber,  etc.,  are  dead  low,  and  not  worth  visiting 
until  Jupiter  PluWus  does  the  needful.  A  gentle- 
man from  the  Clady  told  me  the  other  day  that  the 
upper  parts  of  that  stream  have  been  so  heavily 
poached  that  they  only  hold  a  few  fingerling  trout. 
Tlie  knights  of  the  lime  bag  have  also  ruined  the 
Crumlin.  H.R.H.  Prince  Arthur  of  Cannaught  is 
presently  salmon-fLshing  at  Adare  Manor,  on  the 
Maigue,  CO.  Limerick.  Practicallj'  nothing  was 
'lone  on  the  Faughan  since  the  season  opened  on 
•ood  Friday,  the  weather  being  very  unfavourable. 
"■II  far  as  salmon  are  concerned,  the  spawning  season 
was  a  sviccess,  the  runs  having  been  very  large.  The 
Moume  wants  a  flood  badly.  Trout  are  rising  indif- 
ferently, and  sport  is  not  at  all  up  to  the  April 
standard,  the  baskets  made  seldom  exceeding  a 
Irizen,  and  a  few  tish  over  lib.  Amongst  those 
-King  this  week  from  Xewtown  Stewart  were — 
I  aptain  J.  E.  Carter  and  Captain  G.  B.  Carter, 
K.A.M.C.,  and  Mr.  Leslie  F.  Carter,  formerly  of 
I  ookstown,  and  the  Messrs.  Sinclair,  Belfast.  Here 
H  re  a  couple  of  good  casts  for  the  Mourne — ( 1 )  Hare's 
Kar  and  Yellow  ;  (2)  Olive  Dun  ;  (3)  Wickham  ; 
1  )  March  Brown  ringed  up  ;  (2)  Ginger  Quill  and 
larch  Brown. — MARCH  Brown,  in  Ireland's 
■^nturdarj  Night. 


WHAT  IS  AN  UNCLEAN  SALMON  ? 

The  Lancaster  county  magistrates  were  engaged 
for  several  hoiirs  on  April  23  in  investigating  a 
charge  of  exposing  unclean  salmon  for  sale  preferred 
at/ainst  Thomas  John.son,  fish  dealer,  Morecambe,  by 
ip  Lime  Fishery  Board  imder  Section  14  of  the 
"  ilmon  Fisheries  Act,  1864.    The  evidence  of  a  fish 
u  atcher  named  Gornall  was  to  the  effect  that  he  saw 
on  defendant's  shop  coimter  some  "  kipper  "  mort 
rid  sea-trout  exposed  for  sale.    Witness,  who  has 
id  forty  years'  experience  of  fish  and  fishing  on  the 
■  iver  Lune,  described  the  fish  as  unclean,  the  defi- 
ition  in  the  Act  being  fish  that  had  either  ju.st 
[  JHwned  or  were  about  to  spawn.    He  said  theso  fish 
id  just  spawned,  and  were  big-headed,  thin,  limp, 
id  had  but  the  faintest  trace  of  ova  in  their  insides. 
li'  said  that  fish  did  not  go  bright  to  the  sea  after 
.awning,  but  swam  backwards  and  forwards  with 
1  he  tides  until  a  suitable  fresh  let  them  get  out  to  sea. 
Other  lay  evidence  was  called  in  corroboration,  and 
'  hen  Mr.  John  Roberts,  of  Essex,  an  inspector  of  the 
shmongers'  Company,  London,  declared  that  in 
s  opinion  the  fish  produced  (which  had  been  kept 
formalin)    were    unclean.    He    called  them 
liippers."    On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  George  Ison 
'  ibinson,  fish  inspector  for  the  Liverpool  Corpora- 
n,  who  had  had  forty-five  years'  experience  of  the 
h  trade,  said  the  fish  were  not  unclean.  Thomas 
lines  Jarman,  manager  for  Sir  Charles  Petrie, 
iiolesale  salmon  dealer,  Liverpool,  declared  that 
'■  fish  produced  were  perfectly  good,  only  one  being 
little  thin.    His  definition  of  an  unclean  fish  was 
■I'!  that  had  either  spawned  or  was  about  to  spawn, 
id  he  declared  that  the  scales  of  fish  on  their  way 
to  the  sea  would  be  dull,  and  when  they  came  from 
the  sea  they  would  be  bright.    Daniel  Bell,  a  fisher- 
man, declared  that  he  caught  the  fish  on  a  flood  tide, 
and  he  considered  they  had  come  from  the  sea  to 
run  up  the  river.    He  declared  they  were  not  unclean 
'' -h.    Defendant  (who  has  been  a  fish-dealer  twenty- 
years)  also  descrilied  the  fish  as  good  and  clean, 
'If  he  would  not  have  sold  them.    He  paid  full  price 
ior  them.  Is.  fid.  per  pound.  Dr.Watterson,  medical 
officer  of  health  for  Morecambe,  said  the  pyloric 
appenfiages  of  the  fish  were  too  fat  to  have  been 
recently  unclean.    Diiring  the  civse  many  autho- 
'  'ins  were  quoted,  including  the  late  Frank  Buck- 
id's  handbook.    The  Bench,  after  a  short  consui- 
'ion,  imposed  a  fine  of  408.  and  costs,  the  penalty 
include  that  for  the  fish  a»  well. — Liverpool 
!':rcury. 


iTofes  from  ^ilorf^. 


The  waters  are  rising,  and  will  run  big  for  the 
most  of  the  week.  Electrical  storms  and  gales, 
however,  are  against  much  sport  as  yet. 

On  the  Aboyne  section  of  the  Dee  the  season  has 
only  been  a  fair  one.  On  the  Cairnton  and  Crathes 
sections  it  has  again  been  an  exceedingly  good  one. 

On  the  last  named  water  fCrathes),  Mr.  Harrower 
has  up  to  date  killed  130  fish.  One  day  lately  he 
had  eight  beauties,  while  his  son.  Master  Willie 
narrower,  had  his  maiden  fish  in  a  beauty  of  Spb. 

The  Green  Charm  is  one  of  the  favourite  Dee  flies 
this  spring.  It  is  the  Green  Mantle  over  again, 
but  with  a  blue  hackle.    Sizes,  lin.  and  l^in. 

The  April  fish  are  now  on  the  run,  and  some  fine 
beauties  H re  daily  on  the  market  slabs.  Disease  is 
rampant,  however,  and  not  confined  to  inland  waters. 


Good  baskets  of  brown  trout  are  being  made  on 
the  Don  at  Manar  and  Inverurie.  Fish  are  numerous, 
and  of  good  size  and  average  condition. 

New  flies  are  always  coming  to  the  front.  Mean- 
time, in  addition  to  the  favourite  standards,  such 
as  the  Hare's  Ear,  March  Brown,  Greenwell's 
Glory,  we  have  a  new  fly  called  the  "  Grandholm 
Killer." 


The  smolt  season  is  now  on,  and  the  migration 
is  beginning  to  assert  itself  in  the  tidals  of  the 
earlier  rivers,  such  as  the  Dee.  A  poacher  last  week 
was  caught  hauling  set  lines  on  the  Dee  estuary,  on 
which  were  eighteen  finnock  and  one  salmon  smolt. 
He  was  fined  £5  or  one  month. 


The  first  grilse  of  the  season  was  got  in  the 
Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  nets  on  April  fi,  and  the 
second  on  April  22.  Both  were  beautifully  shaped, 
and  weighed  just  2Jlb. 


Sport  on  the  Deveron  has  been  exceedingly  slow, 
but  nowhere  has  it  been  brisk  all  over  the  North, 
except  on  one  or  two  sections  of  the  Tay  and  Dee. 
Yet  there  is  no  lack  of  fish. 


I  hope  to  send  up  some  famous  casters  (profes- 
sional) to  the  Crystal  Palace  Tournament  from  the 
North.  Boatie  Stephen  is  now,  I  fear,  too  old. 
Meantime,  local  feelers  are  being  sent  abroad. 

Special  Scotch. 


ANGLING  AT  LLANELLY. 


Angling  at  the  association  waters  of  Llanelly 
has  so  far  this  season  not  been  very  brisk  owing  to 
the  cold  weather,  but  good  sport  is  anticipated 
after  the  recent  rain.  The  public  are  going  a  long 
way  in  supporting  the  association,  and  this  is  shown 
to  advantage  by  the  extraordinary  number  of  tickets 
sold  so  early  in  the  season.  There  have  not  been 
many  good  catches  so  far,  but  Mr.  Isaac  Davies, 
Llanelly,  can  claim  the  record,  having  landed  a 
grand  basket  a  few  days  ago.  Some  members  of 
the  Moody  Manners  Company,  who  occupied  the 
boards  at  the  Royalty  last  week,  are  ardent  anglers, 
and  visited  the  reservoir  practically  every  day. 
Some  clerical  gentlemen  from  Llanelly  who  visited 
Cardiganshire  for  short  holidays  have  a  very  high 
opinion  of  the  sport  provided  in  the  Tivy. 


PIT  FISH. 


A  .STRANGELY  curious  case  of  adaptation  to  excep- 
tional circumstances  and  surroundings  was  dis- 
covered at  the  bottom  of  the  Mill  Pit  at  Blyth  and 
forwarded  to  Professor  Meek  at  the  Marine  Labora- 
tory, CuUercoats,  for  identification.  The  matter  of 
giving  the  most  probable  name  to  the  specimen  was 
quickly  done,  but  arriving  at  how  the  creature  got 
to  the  bottom  of  a  deep  pit  required  some  time, 
thought,  and  patience  to  elucidate.  The  men 
working  in  .the  Mill  Pit  state  that  pit  fish  are 
even  now  to  be  found  in  the  water  of  the  "  second 
drift,"  which  is  under  the  rocks  known  as  the 
"  Sow  and  Pigs,"  at  about  400ft.  below  the  low 
water  level.  Pit  fish  were  first  observed  about  nine 
years  ago,  but  four  or  five  years  later,  when  the 
drainage  water  was  dammed  back  to  provide  the 
supply  for  the  stables,  they  literally  swarmed  into  it. 
At  the  present  time  they  are  not  so  plentiful  owing 
to  a  special  supply  of  water  being  available,  so  the 
fish  live  in  a  small,  shallow,  turgid  runner  of  brackish 
water  having  a  temperature  of  59deg.  F.  This 
pit  fish  is  the  Qammarus  duehcni,  an  amphipod 


crustacean  which  may  be  found  in  the  brackish 
water  of  the  rivers  and  at  times  on  the  rocks  of  the 
sea-coast.  Whilst  this  pit  fish  agrees  in  every 
morphological  detail  with  the  Gammarm  duebeni  as 
found  in  its  ordinary  habitat,  it  differed  in  colour, 
or  rather  by  the  absence  thereof.  The  ordinary 
O.  duebeni  is,  generally  speaking,  of  a  uniform 
brownish  green  colour,  with  three  definite  red  spots 
on  the  side  of  its  body,  but  the  pit  fish  was  a  dull 
transparent  white,  and  without  the  red  spots.  The 
ordinary  man,  with  that  little  knowledge  which  is 
such  a  dangerous  thing,  might  have  supposed  that 
he  had  discovered  a  creature  needing  a  name,  but 
not  so  the  true  scientist.  Professor  Meek  placed 
three  specimens  in  a  glass  vessel,  where  the  light 
from  a  window  would  fall  upon  them,  and  syste- 
matically noted  their  life  under  the  new  conditions. 
In  about  a  fortnight  one  had  become  shghtly  yellow, 
but  it  was  some  five  days  later  before  the  other  two 
showed  a  faint  lemon  tinge.  Four  days  later  still, 
two,  males,  had  become  light  brown,  and  the  red 
spots  had  become  faintly  visible.  These  spots 
gained  in  intensity  with  the  general  body  colour 
until  all  were  indistinguishable  from  gammarids 
found  in  the  ordinary  situations.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  that  these  gammarids  were  found  to  have  par- 
tially, if  not  entirely,  lost  the  faculty  of  sight  during 
their  sojourn  in  the  pit,  for  when  a  small  object  was 
brought  near  them  they  apparently  did  not  see  it, 
but  when  it  was  brought  close  to  the  antennule  the 
gammarus  suddenly  seized  it.  Professor  Meek  had, 
by  these  observations,  convinced  himself  that  pit 
fish  were  in  no  way  different  from  the  usual  gam- 
marids, excepting  that  they  had  adapted  themselves 
very  thoroughly  to  their  peculiarly  novel  surround- 
ings. The  tracing  of  the  crustacean  from  its  ordi- 
nary habitat  to  the  bottom  of  the  pit  was  made  with 
the  characteristic  patience  of  a  scientific  investigator. 
In  the  first  place,  it  was  necessary  to  find  the 
Oammariia  duebeni  "  at  home,"  and  then  to  follow 
him  step  by  step  to  the  mouth  of  the  pit.  The 
River  Blyth — from  above  the  harboiu-  to  Bebside — 
was  examined  most  carefully,  but  this  particular 
gammarid  was  not  to  be  found,  although  a  specimen 
of  the  O.  campylops  was  discovered.  Quite  by 
accident  Professor  Meek  learnt  that  the  Mill  Pit  was 
sunk  on  the  edge  of  an  extensive  slake  which  had 
been  filled  in  and  built  upon.  Such  a  slake  would 
be  an  ideal  habitat  for  the  G.  duebeni.  Further  in- 
quiries yielded  the  information  that  the  slake  had  at 
one  time  communicated  with  the  river,  and  that  it 
also  received  two  ditches,  one  of  which  ran  past  the 
pit.  On  a  later  visit  these  ditches  were  carefully 
examined,  and  G.  duebeni,  together  with  the  three- 
spined  stickleback,  were  found  in  the  water.  It  is 
to  be  presuJned  that  both  of  these  were  carried  into 
the  pit  by  the  floods,  and  that  wliilst  the  stickle- 
backs died  from  lack  of  adaptability,  the  gammarids 
accommodated  themselves  to  the  new  locality,  and, 
it  must  be  noted,  to  an  almost  entire  change  of 
dietary.  The  pit  was  flooded  three  years  ago,  and 
a  previous  flood  happened  in  1887,  when  the  pit  was 
not  quite  finished,  so  it  is  extremely  probable  that 
Gammarus  duebeni  were  introduced  about  sixteen 
years  ago,  and  no  doubt  a  fresh  lot  would  be  taken 
down  during  the  floods  of  1 899.  Those  more  deeply 
interested  in  this  quaint  occurrence  should  refer  to 
Professor  Meek's  paper  on  the  subject,  which  is  em- 
bodied in  his  annual  report  on  the  Scientific  Investi- 
gations of  1903  to  the  Sea  Fisheries  Committee  of 
the  Northumberland  County  Council. 


THE  MIKADO'S  NAVY. 


As  Japan  is  entirely  an  insular  nation,  the 
importance  of  her  navy  cannot  be  over-estimated. 
Even  before  the  war  with  China,  the  Japanese  navy 
had  been  rapidly  growing ;  and  it  showed  its 
marked  efficiency  in  the  battles  of  the  Yalu  and 
Wei-hai-wei  (1894,  1895).  The  post-bellum  plana 
for  expansion  have,  moreover,  emphasised  the  value 
to  Japan  of  sea  power  ;  and  the  programme  of 
naval  expansion,  in  spite  of  increased  burdens  of 
taxation,  has  met  comparatively  little  opposition. 
For  purposes  of  administration,  the  coast  of  Japan 
is  divided  into  five  naval  districts,  each  with  one 
fort,  which  is  a  first-class  naval  station.  These 
stations  are  Yokosuka,  Kure,  Sasebo,  Maiziu'u,  and 
(to  be  established)  Miu-oran.  The  navy  at  present 
includes  battleijhips,  cruisers,  ships  for  coast  defence, 
gunboats,  torpbdo  boats,  torpedo  catchers,  and 
despatch  ships.  Of  the  first  four  kinds  there  are 
two  or  three  classes  in  each  ;  and  of  battleships 
there  are  four  first-class  ones  of  more  than  15,000 
tons  each.  The  organisation  of  the  navy  is  similar 
to  that  of  the  army ;  below  the  Emperor,  who  is 
nominally  in  supreme  command,  come  the  Minister 
of  the  Navy,  the  actual  Commander-in-(^i?>f,  the 
Chief  of  Staff,  the  admirals,  etc. — From  "  A 
Handbook  of  Modem  Japan,"  by  Ernest  W. 
Clement. 
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"  Human  life  has  beautiful  mysteries  as  it  has  sad 
secrets.' ' — Guizot. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central 
Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs  will  take  place 
at  the  Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden, 
on  Monday  next,  May  2,  at  9  p.m.  sharp  ;  important 
business  will  be  submitted. 


Mr.  I.  Levien,  the  hon  sec.  of  the  Friendship  A.S., 
announces  that  the  Central  Visit  and  Concert,  which 
was  postponed  from  April  25,  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  May  3,  at  headquarters.  Mr.  Musgrave 
will  preside. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Abingdon  and 
District  Angling  Association  was  held  on  Wednes- 
day, April  20.  The  members  are  to  be  congratulated 
upon  the  flourishing  state  of  the  society,  for  both 
numerically  and  financially  they  are  stronger  than 
ever.  Six  competitions  have  been  held  during  the 
season,  when  some  good  prizes  were  won.  Another 
satisfactory  item  is  that  neatly  £60  has  been  spent 
in  restocking.  Mr.  W.  Harding  has  tendered  his 
resignation  as  hon.  sec,  which  was  accepted  with 
great  regret,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  passed  to 
him  for  the  excellent  services  rendered  since  the 
formation  of  the  society. 


"  Mr.  Colby,"  says  the  Shooting  Times,  "  who  is 
the  popular  captain  of  the  Marylebone  Shooting 
Club,  and  connected  with  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Sea- 
forth  &  Co.,  fish  and  ice  merchants,  the  other  day 
brought  to  our  notice  a  most  extraordinary  case  of 
hermaphrodism  in  a  cod.  When  the  cod  was 
opened,  it  was  discovered  that  there  were  two  roes 
— a  male  and  female — and  these  roes  were  about  the 
same  size — the  male,  perhaps,  slightly  smaller  than 
the  female.  We  examined  these  roes,  and  saw  that 
they  were  connected  by  two  ducts  ;  so  that  the  fish 
was  really  self-contained,  and  could  deposit  its  eggs 
already  impregnated.  We  have  seen  some  curious 
freaks  in  connection  with  fish,  but  have  never  seen 
such  a  perfect  specimen  of  hermaphrodism  before. 
We  imderstand  that  some  of  the  medical  museums 
are  anxious  to  acquire  the  roe — or,  rather,  roes." 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Wimbledon  Piscatorials 
at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Wimbledon,  on  Tuesday, 
was  a  highly  successful  affair.  With  such  capable 
anglers  as  Messrs.  H.  F.  T.  Hambling  and  H.  A.  Rolt 
in  the  chair  and  vice-chair  respectively,  it  could 
hardly  have  been  otherwise.  The  speeches  made 
showed  the  society  to  be  in  a  particularly  flourishing 
condition.  It  has  a  good  list  of  members,  excellent 
private  water,  and  a  respectable  balance  at  the 
bank.  May  its  career  continue  to  be  a  prosperous 
one,  and  its  popularity  increase  from  day  to  day. 
Hon.  Secretary  H.  J.  Lawrence  is  the  right  man  in 
the  right  place — a  more  efficient  and  hard-working 
official  could  not  be  found  if  search  were  made  from 
Land's  End  to  John  O'  Groats.  During  the  evening, 
by  the  way,  the  net  was  thrown  on  behalf  of  the 
recently  formed  Thames  Trout  Restocking  Associa- 
tion, the  cast  realising  £1  58.  9d.  Let  other  societies 
take  a  hint,  and  go  and  do  likewise.  The  populating 
of  the  grand  old  river  with  trout  i^  an  object  which 
should  appeal  strongly  to  all  anglers,  and  to  fly 
fishermen  in  particular. 


"  Noss  Mayo  "  writes  of  "  Commencing  the 
Trout  Season  "  in  the  Western  Morning  News  as 
follows  : — "  If  ever  the  Imperial  authorities  are 
persuaded  to  take  an  interest  in  trout  and  their 
preservation  which  shall  at  all  approximate  the 
interest  they  take  in  the  migratory  salmonidse,  one 
of  the  measures  resulting  from  such  legal  interest- 
would  no  doubt  be  the  fixing  a  more  uniform  date 
for  the  opening  of  the  season.  There  seems  to  be 
no  incontestable  conchjsion  that  trout  spawn  much 
earlier  or  much  later  in  the  south  than  they  do  in 
the  north,  yet,  taking  Devon  and  Cornwall  only, 
there  are  almost  as  many  different  opening  dates 
as  there  are  principal  rivers.  In  some  cases  the 
antique  provision  of  a  different  age  still  holds,  and 
shivering  devotees  are  found  by  the  streams  on 
Fob.  2  armed  with  a  worm  as  big  and  as  shapely 
as  the  fingerling  they  catch  ;  in  others,  there  is  a 
saner  rule,  and  March  1  is  the  day  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  season's  sport.  But  March  is 
often  the  bleakest  and  coldest  month  in  the  year, 
and  holding  a  rod  with  any  degree  of  comfort  is 
generally  out  of  the  question.  Ordinarily  there 
would  be  no  very  gi'eat  deprivation  if  a  later  date 
than  this  were  fixed  on,  and  the  earliest  day 
jjermissible  be  the  15th  or  16th — the  rule  in  Cornish 
conservancies." 


It  was  "  a  beautiful  fish  " — the  man  said  so  ;  and 
Mrs.  Wilcox  was  a  beautiful  woman  ;  a  clever  one, 
too,  and  the  first  in  her  class  at  college  for  "  thinking 
out  things."  Therefore,  when  her  maid  of  all  work 
went  to  a  cousin's  wedding,  Mrs.  Wilcox  was  quite 
sure  that  she  could  prepare  the  fish  dinner  for  which 
Mr.  Wilcox  had  asked.  At  four  o'clock  precisely  she 
put  on  one  of  her  trovisseau  aprons  and  began  to 
think.  She  thought  out  the  gastronomic  trimmings 
first  ;  but  when  she  had  made  some  Hollandaise 
sauce,  and  put  it  where  it  could  not  possibly  keep 
hot,  although  that  was  not  her  intention,  she  began 
to  consider  the  fish.  To  her  intense  annoyance,  the 
fishmonger  had  neglected  to  clean  it  and  make  it 
ready  for  cooking.  Very  well,  she  would  do  it  her- 
self. So  it  came  about  that  when  Mr.  Wilcox  got 
home  he  found  his  wife  with  worried  brow  and 
flushed  cheeks  standing  over  the  sink,  the  fish  in  one 
hand  and  the  tea  kettle  in  the  other.  "  There  is 
something  wrong  with  this  fish,"  she  announced. 
"  It  is  most  peculiar.  I've  poured  gallons  of  boiling 
water  over  it — just  as  I  remember  grandmother  used 
to  treat  newly-killed  chickens  before  she  could  pick 
the  feathers  off — and  the  horrid  scales  stick  just  as 
tightly  as  ever  !  "  "  Why  don't  you  try  singeing 
it  ?  "  Wilcox  managed  to  ask. 


At  Bow-street  Police-court  recently  a  youth,  who 
declined  to  give  any  account  of  himself,  was  charged 
with  burglary  from  a  flat  in  Buckingham-street, 
Strand.  When  searched  the  prisoner  was  found  to 
be  in  possession  of  a  glazier's  diamond,  and  the 
following  lines  written  on  a  scrap  of  paper  in 
pencil : — 

The  Village  Burglar. 
Under  the  spreading  gooseberry  bush 

The  village  burglar  lies  ; 
The  burglar  is  a  crafty  man, 

With  whiskers  on  his  eyes. 
And  the  muscles  of  his  brawny  arms 

Keep  off  the  little  flies. 

He  goes  on  Sunday  to  the  church 

To  hear  the  pardon  shout  ; 
He  puts  a  shilling  in  the  bag. 

And  takes  the  sovereign  out. 
And  when  he  reaches  home  again 

He  smiles  without  a  doubt. 

And  going  home  one  winter's  night 

He  sees  an  open  door ; 
An  overcoat  hangs  in  the  hall. 

And  he  creeps  along  the  floor. 
A  moment  later  out  he  comes, 

And  then  the  deed  is  o'er. 

He  proudly  gazes  on  his  prize, 

And  holds  it  out  a  stretch. 
He  hurries  down  the  lighted  street. 

And  ah !  the  crafty  wretch — 
He  takes  it  to  the  pawnshop 

To  see  what  it  will  fetch. 

Howe'er,  a  policeman  passing  'long,  ] 
With  measured  beat  and  slow. 

Has  seen  the  burglar's  little  game. 
And  quietly  lets  him  know. 

And  he  takes  him  to  the  prison  cell. 
When  the  even'ng  sun  is  low. 

Boozing,  borrowing,  burglaring 

Have  told  an  awful  tale, 
And  now  at  leisure  he  repents. 

With  many  a  mournful  wail. 
Something  attempted,  something  done. 

Has  earned  six  months  in  gaol. 


The  latest  of  the  "  Publications  de  Circonstance  " 
issued  contains  an  interesting  monograph  by  Mr.  T. 
Wemyss  Fulton  on  "  A  New  Mark  for  Fish."  Mr. 
Fulton's  suggestion  is  that  a  durable  label  might  be 
composed  of  pure  white  silk  ribbon,  on  which  all 
particulars  necessary  for  future  identification  of  the 
fish  marked  could  be  printed.  His  experience  with 
the  material  goes  to  show  that  its  strength  is  very 
little  affected  by  the  action  of  sea  water,  even  when 
it  has  been  immersed  for  a  considerable  time,  and 
that  the  printing  remains  visible  indefinitely.  The 
ribbon  should  be  dipped,  after  printing,  in  melted 
paraffin  wax,  which  penetrates  the  fibres,  and  forms 
an  impervious,  but  transparent,  coating. 


Tanks  and  small  ponds  are  generally  met  with  in 
gardeners'  grounds,  where  they  are  used  to  fatten 
fish  in,  and  afterwards  to  water  the  garden.  This 
stew  or  pond  is  filled  with  as  many  young  store  fish 
as  it  will  hold,  which  can  be  ea.sily  done,  as  almost 
all  the  fish  in  China  are  brought  to  market  alive. 
Placed  in  the  stew,  they  are  regularly  fed  morning 
and  evening.  Their  food  is  chiefly  boiled  rice,  to 
which  is  added  the  blood  of  any  animals  they  may 
kill,  the  wash  from  their  stewing  pots  and  dishes,  or 
any  offal  or  vegetable  matter  which  the  fish  will 
eat.    It  is  also  said  that  some  olaceous  medica- 


ments are  used,  to  make  them  more  voracious,  but 
of  this  the  writer  could  obtain  no  authentic  account. 
Fish  so  fed  and  treated  advance  in  size  rapidly.  A 
species  of  perch  from  Sin.  to  4in.  arrive  to  Sin.  or 
9in.  in  a  few  months,  and  are  then  brought  to 
market.  The  pond  is  entirely  cleared  out  once  a 
year. — Journal  of  Science. 


The  min  at  the  bazaar,  says  Answers,  had  been 
using  a  vast  amount  of  persuasion  in  trying  to 
induce  a  visitor  to  purchase  a  phonograph.  "  Won- 
derful instrument,"  he  remarked.  "I've  a  blank 
cylinder  here,  if  you  care  to  hear  yourself."  The 
visitor's  eyes  brightened.  "  I  play  a  flute  a  little," 
he  replied,   producing  an  instrument.    "If  you 

don't  miad  -."    The  bazaar  man  did  not,  and 

the  wax  cylinder  was  soon  indented  with  something 
that  only  a  Scotland  Yard  detective  could  have 
recognised  as  "  Alice,  Where  Art  Thou  ? "  "  Is 
that  really  me  ? "  asked  the  flutist,  when  his  per- 
formance was  repeated  by  the  instrument.  "  That'-* 
you  exactly,  sir.  Will  you  buy  the  phonograph  '!" 
"  No,"  was  the  sad  reply.  "  I'll  sell  the  flute, 
though." 


"I've  got  a  new  slang  phrase,"  said  the  worm  as 
he  saw  his  brother  yanked  out  by  the  early  bird. 
"What's  that?"  asked  the  grub.  "Don't  be  too 
early." 


Our  interesting  contemporary.  The  Hour-Olass, 
recently  gave  an  account  of  "Plants  that  take 
Physic — Gardeners  as  Doctors,"  &c.,  from  which 
the  following  is  extracted  : — 

"  It  is  not,  perhaps,  a  matter  of  general  knowledge 
that  in  the  extensive  and  fascinating  kingdom  of 
horticulture  sickness  is  almost  as  prevalent  as 
among  human  beings,  and  has  to  be  treated  with 
appropriate  remedies.  Plants  and  flowers  suffer 
occasionally  from  their  own  peculiar  ailments,  and 
very  odd  indeed  are  some  of  the  antidotes  adminis- 
tered. A  Kentish  gardener  once  informed  the 
writer  that  whenever  he  finds  his  geraniums  showing 
signs  of  debility  in  leaf  or  blossom  he  doses  them 
generously  with  castor-oil,  applied  freely  about  the 
roots,  and  finds  this  physic  both  prompt  and  potent 
in  its  action  for  good. 

*  *  *  *  * 

"An  infusion  of  strong  tea  is  the  simple  and  singular 
medicine  employed  by  a  florist  in  the  South  of 
London,  who  has  proved  it  an  imfailing  panacea  for 
sickness  among  his  favourite  ferns.  A  weU-known 
hop-grower  in  Sussex  treats  his  vines,  when  sickly, 
to  Uberal  doses  of  leather  waste  and  old  rags,  the 
essential  nitrogen  of  which  they  absarb,  and  flourish 
thereon.  Strange  to  say,  some  plants  thrive  best 
on  poisons.  Water-lilies,  for  example,  suffering 
from  blight  or  the  ravages  of  insects,  have  been 
known  to  make  wonderful  recoveries  when  treated 
with  solutions  of  arsenic.  Other  flora,  of  Indian 
and  African  origin,  are  best  and  strongest  when 
watered  vnth  a  certain  dilution  of  chloroform. 
***** 

"Those  of  our  readers  who  are  fortunate  enough  to 
possess  specimens  of  the  cocoanut  palm  in  their  con- 
servatories may  be  glad  to  learn  that  crushed  rock 
salt  appUed  to  the  roots  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best 
remedies  for  the  ailments  of  this  beautiful  plant. 
The  British  myrtle,  whatever  other  virtues  it  may 
possess,  cannot  honestly  be  classed  among  total 
abstainers,  for  its  favourite  medicine  and  the  ferti- 
liser on  which  it  thrives  best  at  all  times  is  declared 
to  be  a  plenitude  of  stale  beer  and  the  refuse  of  malt- 
houses." 


"PETROFr!"  "Yes,  lieutenant."  "  The  counter- 
sign for  to-night  is  Alexandrovitchykopfostovsky- 
dragovitch.  Let  no  man  pass  without  it."  "Yes, 
lieutenant.  But  it  is  a  bitterly  cold  night."  "  What 
of  that?"  "The  man  who  gives  the  password  is 
likely  to  freeze  to  death  before  he  fiuishes  it."  "It 
is  for  the  glory  of  the  Czar,  Petrofi."  "Yes, 
lieutenant." 


"Railing" — the  word  is  not  nice.  It  conveys 
an  idei  of  ill-temper,  of  a  state  of  mind  which  might 
degenerate  into  "slanging."  "Railing!" — and  at 
the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  too.  where  every- 
body has  the  courtesy  of  a  Lord  Chesterfield,  the 
dignity  of  a  Spanish  hidalgo,  and  where  a  display 
of  "temper"  is  utterly  unknown.  There  must  be 
some  mistake.  No  ;  the  announcement  was  all  right. 
"Railing"  was  the  subject  dealt  with  by  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minchin,  but  he  di  1  not  "go  for"  anything— or 
anybody.  He  described  a  method  of  sea-fishing 
teshnically  known  as  "  Railing,"  and  which,  in 
skilful  hands,  is  int 'resting  and  effective.  "Cease 
your  Funning  "  used  to  be  sung  by  Madame  Vestris. 
"Cease  your  Railing"  I  was  inchned  to  say,  bub 
after  having  heard  Mr.  Minchin,  I  think  "  RaiUng  " 
is  lovely,  if  not  to  practise,  certainly  to  hear  talked 
about.  Dragnet. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

C.  S.  B. — Tlie  close  time  .on  the  river  Lea  for 
salmon,  salmon  trout,  and  trout  is  from  Sept.  29 
to  April  30  (both  inclusive).  On  May  1  the  river 
is  open  for  the  capture  only  of  the  fish  mentioned. 


letters  to  the  Ebftor. 

{We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


"SCOTTIE'S"  METHOD  OF  STRENGTHENING 
RODS. 

DE.4.R  Sir, — Will  you  kindly  allow  me  to  say  a 
word  in  reply  to  Messrs.  Foster's  letter  in  your 
issue  of  April  16  re  their  challenge  and  my  method 
of  strengthening  rods,  etc. 

Referring  to  their  letter  of  March  12,  they  say  : 
"  Our  challenge  is  issued,  and  has  been  ever  since 
it  first  appeared,  to  '  any  rod  maker,  English  or 
foreign,'  to  produce  a  rod  to  be  pitted  against  the 
'  steel -ribbed  rod,'  etc.  The  latter  is  our  own 
invention,  and  we  so  word  ovir  challenge  that  our 
opponent's  rod  to  be  tested  should  be  described  in 
the  same  way  as  his  own  product."  From  their 
letter  in  your  last  issue  it  appears  to  me  they  are 
not  quite  logical  in  saying  that  they  hope  some 
rod  maker  will  be  willing  to  stand  father  to  the 
thing,"  in  which  case  they  shall  be  most  happy 
to  try  conclusions  in  the  matter." 

My  method  of  strengthening  rods,  etc.,  is  my 
own  invention,  and  I  offer  to  make  a  rod  to  be 
pitted  against  their  steel-ribbed  rod  in  acceptance 
of  their  challenge.  I  ha\'e  also  suggested  lines  on 
which  a  contest  might  be  held,  leaving  it  to  Messrs. 
Foster  to  suggest  a  fairer  way  ;  and  it  now  remains 
with  them  to  accept  or  decline. 

As  to  their  suggestion  that  I  should  find  a  firm 
"  to  stand  father  to  the  thing,"  I  am  quite  willing 
to  do  so,  provided  they  also  agree  to  find  a  con- 
temporary who  will  be  willing  to  take  up  their 
invention  for  the  time  being,  and  thus  let  the  matter 
be  tested  by  entirely  neutral  parties.  Otherwise  I 
do  not  see  how"  they  can  reasonably  expect  me  to 
do  as  they  suggest. 

I  am  somewhat  surprised  at  their  mentioning 
^Messrs.  Allcock's  patent  telescopic  gaff  handle  in 
connection  with  my  invention.  This  drawing  a 
contrast  between  this  and  my  method  of  strengthen- 
ing a  rod  or  handle  is  absurd.  A  London  firm  of 
tackle  makers  also  kindly  drew  my  attention  to 
this,  thinking  it  might  possibly  affect  my  application 
for  a  patent.  Perhaps  Messrs.  AUcock  will  kindly 
say  if  it  does.  This  handle  I  had  not  seen  previous 
to  the  publication  of  my  method.  I  have  seen  it 
since,  but  I  can  see  no  possible  connection.  The 
wires  in  the  handle  referred  to  are  rpade  to  slide  in 
grooves  in  the  handle  for  the  purpose  of  extending 
its  length,  and  are  not  inserted  as  a  means  of 
strengthening. — Yours  truly,  Scottie. 


"  SCOTTIE'S  "  METHOD  OF  STRENGTHENING 
RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  note  the  letters  in  your  issue  of 
April  23  re  my  method  of  strengthening  rods.  I 
have  not  seen  either  the  rod  or  gaff  handle  Messrs. 
Allcock  refer  to,  but  from  the  opinion  expressed  by 
them,  that  the  method  is  perfectly  u.seless,  I  take 
it  there  must  have  been  a  difference  in  the  appli- 
cation of  the  method,  in  what  way  I  do  not  presume 
to  say,  but  my  experience  is  in  every  way  the  very 
reverse  of  theirs. 

I  read  the  account  of  the  "  salmon  fly  and  bait- 
casting  contest  in  Paris,"  as  contributed  by  your 
correspondent  Mr.  J.  F.  Francia,  in  your  issue  of 
March  1ft,  but  as  he  gave  no  indication  of  his 
method  of  strengthening  rods,  the  matter  was  one 
of  passing  interest  only.  From  his  lett«r  in  your 
lost  issue  it  appears  his  method  is  somewhat  similar 
to  mine  ;  but  he  also  shows  there  is  a  decided 
difference,  in  so  far  as  he  uses  ribbon  steel  and 
does  not  groove  the  rod  for  its  insertion.  Whereas 
my  method  is  to  use  round  steel  and  groove  the  rod 
to  receive  it.  Therefore,  I  do  not  see  that  my 
invention  is  .-.n  infringement  of  his  ;  but  if  it  can 
t<e  legally  proved  that  it  is  so,  then  it  is  obvious  I 
must  withdraw.  Perhaps  he  will  kindly  state  the 
number  of  his  patent.  As  this  is,  so  far  as  I  know, 
the  first  time  his  method  has  been  puV)lished,  and 
as  1  had  no  knowledge  f  f  it,  I  trust,  if  an  infringe- 
ment is  clearly  proved,  he  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
believe  it  was  quite  unintentional  on  my  part. — 
Yours  truly,  Scottie. 

THE  CAPTURE  OF  A   16LB.  TROUT  BY  A 
LAD  OF  TEN  YEARS. 

My  dear  Marston, — ThiH  is  a  notable  capture 
for  so  young  an  angler.  The  fish  was,  I  think, 
probably  a  bull  trout  (Salmo  eriox),  for  they 
irequent  sorno  of  the  Sfjuthern  rivers,  and  can 


easily  ascend  the  river  Test  as  far  as  Romaey,  near 
where  this  fine  fish  was  caught. 

Your  description  of  its  dark  brown  spots,  golden 
rosy  sheen,  small  head,  and  thick  deep  body  exactly 
corresponds  with  the  markings,  etc.,  of  a  261b.  bull 
trout  I  captured  in  Ireland  in  July,  1877. 

1  know  instances  of  <S'.  eriox  being  caught  in  the 
Hampshire  Avon  as  high  up  that  river  as  the 
Twenty  Hatches,  just  below  Salisbury  ;  also  in  the 
Stour,  near  Wimborne.  Did  you  e.xamine  this 
Test  trout's  dentition  ?  Bull  trout  have  a  row  of 
teeth  on  each  side  of  the  tongue,  also  teeth  on  the 
right  and  left  palatine  bones,  teeth  on  upper 
maxillary  bones,  and  on  the  vomer  or  central  bone 
of  the  roof  of  mouth  ;  also  teeth  round  the  lower 
jaw.  The  tail  fin  would  be  rather  more  convex 
than  square  in  a  bull  trout. — Yours  truly, 

Alfbed  Jardine. 

[It  was  an  ordinary,  or,  rather,  I  should  say,  an 
extraordinary,  river  trout,  Salmo  fario.  I  understand 
that  the  great  size  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
the  fish  are  fed  on  bits  from  the  kitchen. — Ed.] 

MR.  EDMONDS'  2LB.  I30Z.  ROACH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  feel  sure  I  have  the  record  roach  of 
the  Thames  in  my  fish  caught  at  the  Bells  of  Ousley 
on  Nov.  28,  1903,  weight  21b.  ISion.,  and  you  have 
thoroughly  examined  it,  and  in  fact  congratulated 
me  on  the  splendid  specimen,  and  I  can  tell  you  it 
has  been  seen  by  I  think  most  of  the  best  roach 
anglers  who  hold  records.  \A'hat  I  have  to  com- 
plain about  is  that  in  your  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  April  16,  1904,  in  yom-  records  of  the 
season's  fi.sh  caught  you  have  an  asterisk  to  my  fish, 
and  say  that  "  many  angling  ichthyologists  believe 
this  fish  was  a  hybrid  between  a  roach  and  a  bream." 
Do  you  not  think  it  would  have  been  better  to  have 
stated  you  had  seen  the  fish,  and  then  I  should  have 
the  satisfaction  of  holding  the  record  without  any 
"  if  "  about  it.  Excuse  the  trouble  I  am  putting 
you  too. — Yours  truly,  Geo.  Edmonds. 

Walton-on-Thames.  Hon.  Sec.  W.A.A. 

[Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  is  responsible  for  the  footnote 
to  his  article  stating  that  many  angling  ichthyolo- 
gists believe  the  '21b.  13oz.  roach  is  a  hybrid. 
Perhaps  he  will  kindly  mention  their  names.  I 
believe  the  fish  was  a  true  roach.  Unfortunately,  I 
did  not  notice  Mr.  Jardine's  footnote,  or  I  should 
have  questioned  it. — Ed.] 

MORTALITY  AMONG  FISH  IN  PONDS. 

De.ar  Sir, — The  letter  from  "  Hadley  Common  " 
has  much  interested  me.  For  years  I  have  experi- 
mented with  fresh-water  fish  in  aquaria,  and  have 
therefore  had  some  experience  with  their  diseases. 
The  particulars  given  by  your  correspondent  give 
me  some  index  to  the  causes  of  death  amongst  his 
fish. 

1.  The  pond  appears  to  be  much  too  shallow  in 
proportion  to  its  superficial  extent.  This  remark  is 
most  applicable  to  gold  and  silver  fish.  Being 
natives  of  warm  countries  where  sharp  frosts  are 
almost  unknown,  the}"^  are  very  susceptible  to  our 
winter  climate,  and  the  cold  east  winds  which  then 
prevail.  Even  in  our  own  couutry  gold  and  silver 
fish  are  more  at  home,  and  breed  most  freely  in  the 
Yorkshire  and  Lancashire  factory  ponds  containing 
the  condensed  water  from  the  steam-engines,  which 
is  seldom  under  a  minimum  of  SOdeg.  in  a  pond 
of  100ft.  and  only  5ft.  at  its  deepest,  it  is  certain  that 
the  water  throughout  must  frequently  get  to  a  very 
low  temperature.  I  have  generally  found  that  a 
temperature  of  45deg.  kills  the  fish,  and  in  fact 
any  temperatvire  tinder  50deg.  is  injurious  to 
them.  Tlie  symptoms  of  frost-bite  in  gold-fish  (and 
also  in  the  common  carp)  are  very  peculiar.  The 
dorsal  fin  is  first  attacked,  the  fish  not  appearing  to 
have  power  to  raise  it.  A  similar  affection,  which 
appears  to  be  cramp,  then  attacks  the  other  fins  in 
succession,  and  the  poor  subject  swims  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  with  a  sort  of  waddling  movement, 
and  eventually  succumbs  to  the  attack. 

2.  Your  correspondent  does  not  state  what  kind 
of  Weeds  he  has  in  his  pond.  These  may  be  the 
cause  of  the  mortality  amongst  his  fish  during  the 
spring.  I  should  judge  from  the  fact  that  frogs 
resort  in  numbers  to  the  pond  for  the  purpose  of 
spawning  that  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  decaying 
vegetable  matter  there,  as  their  instinct  leads  them 
to  the  places  where  there  is  the  most  suitable  food 
for  their  offspring — the  tadpoles — whose  only  food 
during  that  metamorphosis  consists  of  the  plants 
that  haye  rotted  after  being  killed  by  the  winter 
frost.  Now,  decaying  vegetable  matter  is  the  most 
prolific  source  of  the  well-known  fish  fungus,  and  I 
have  invariably  found  that  in  aquaria  where  this 
effete  matter  has  been  allowed  to  remain,  most  fish, 
especially  those  of  the  carp  family,  have  been 
attacked  by  it.  In  my  experience,  this  disease 
almost  invariably  ends  fatally,  as  it  attacks  the  gills 


and  other  vital  parts  of^  the  body  as  well  as  the 
exterior. 

In  replenishing  the  pond  there  are  many  dealers 
in  London  who  would  be  able  to  supply  any  number 
of  fish,  and  at  a  very  reasonable  price,  but  I  should 
insist  upon  having  fish  that  have  Vieon  bred  in  this 
country,  and  from  cold  water  ponds  only. 

Has  the  pond  been  cleaned  out  lately  ?  If  not,  it 
may  have  become  very  shallow,  as  deposits  to  some 
extent  must  be  made  from  year  to  year,  and  so 
account  for  the  mortality  increasing  annually. — 
Yours  truly,  '  C.  M.  Hall,  M.P.N.S. 

Bowes  Park,  N. 

TROUT  AT  FRENSHAM. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  note  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  April  23,  re  recent  capture  of  2}lb.  trout 
in  my  stream,  and  with  regard  to  your  valuable 
suggestions,  I  would  like  to  explain  that  the  water 
is  divided  into  two  sections,  the  upper  reach  from 
near  my  house  to  the  mill,  and  holding  a  variety  of 
good  tish,  including  trjut,  bsing  available  for 
spinning,  minnows,  or  other  lures ;  while  the  stream 
below  the  mill  is  reserved  strictly  for  fly  fishing 
only,  and  jack  diligently  searched  for,  and  removed 
when  found.  It,  was  in  this  part  that  Mr.  Lang 
caught  his  2\\h.  fish,  and  I  am  very  pleaded  now  to 
report  a  further  success  in  same  water,  as  in 
addition  to  a  pretty  pounder,  a  gentleman  from 
London  (Mr.  Anderson)  ran  three  other  fish  and 
landed  one,  a  beautiful  trout  of  31b. 

Such  success  so  early  justifiss  me,  I  think,  in 
anticipating  an  extremely  good  season,  more  par- 
ticularly a?  Mr.  Combe,  of  "Pierepont,"  has 
recently  turned  into  the  stream  a  short  distance 
below  me  three  hundred  good  fish  from  eight  to  ten 
inches  in  length. — Yours  truly, 

G.  A.  W.  Griffiths. 


WONDERFUL  GROWTH  OF  RAINBOWS. 

Dear  Sib, — I  quite  endorse  what  is  said  in  the 
correspondence  column  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
April  1 6  re  rainbow  trout.  Their  growth  in  suitable 
water  is  simply  marvellous,  and  numerous  instances 
have  from  time  to  time  been  recorded  in  your 
columns  which  would  quite  equal  the  growth  just 
recorded.  Had,  however,  the  fish  turned  in  been 
of  the  "  Trinity  "  variety,  the  growth  would  have 
surpassed  any  yet  recorded. 

I  wfis  the  first  I  believe  to  introduce  the  "  Trinity," 
and  I  have  found  in  the  fry,  yearling,  and  two-year- 
old  stage  their  rapid  growth  has  been  quite  pheno- 
menal, and  quite  eclipses  the  original  sort  of  these 
beautiful  fish. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  some  of  our 
angling  millionaires  would  not  give  rainbows  a 
thorough  test  in  some  suitable  stream  by  stocking 
hard  for  a  lengthened  period  and  with  first-class 
selected  two-year-olds. 

It  has  not  been  yet  conclusively  proved  that, 
granted  rainbows  migrate,  they  would  not  return 
to  our  streams  and  rivers  if  sufficiently  stocked. 
I  believe  a  certain  stream  in  the  north  of  England  was 
partially  stocked  with  rainbows,  and  yearlings,  too, 
and  the  following  year  it  was  reported  the  netsmen 
got  them  in  large  numbers  while  netting  for  sea- 
trout.  Our  rivers  are  annually  stocked  with  scores 
of  thousands  of  brown  trout,  and  as  regards 
rainbows,  a  few  hundreds  have  been  experimented 
with  here  and  there. 

Trusting  you  will  kindly  give  this  letter  space  in 
this  week's  issue  of  your  valuable  paper, — Yours 
truly,  Harold  Jackson. 

The  Oaken  Clough  Fishery, 
Garstang,  Lancashire. 

[I  think  Mr.  Jackson  is  referring  to  the  case  of 
the  Northumberland  Aln  and  the  information  which 
Mr.  John  J.  Hardy  kindly  sent  to  me  about  it. 
If  I  remember  correctly,  Mr.  Hardy  said  the 
rainbows  put  into  the  .A.ln  all  disappeared,  and  that 
some  were  caught  in  the  sea  ;  but  I  am  sure  he 
would  have  told  us  if  any  had  returned  to  the 
river. — Ed.] 

FISHING  AT  SCARBOROUGH. 

De.\b  Sir, — -As  we  intend  spending  a  few  days 
during  Whitsuntide  at  Scarborough,  I  should  esteem 
it  a  favour  if  you  could  give  us  a  little  information 
as  regards  angling  in  the  various  streams,  etc., 
round  and  about  the  above  mentioned  place, 
together  with  conditions.  Thanking  you  in  antici- 
pation,— Yours  truly,  A.  B.a.rker. 

Quarry-road,  Millbridge, 
Liversedge. 

[Mr.  Barker  will  be  able  I  think  to  get  all 
information  from  Mr.  Clarke,  fishing  tackle  maker, 
Huntriss-row,  Scarborough.  Day  and  other  tickets 
are  issued  for  theScalby  Beck  Angling  Club's  water, 
and  also  for  the  Derwent  Angling  Club's  water — 
tickets,  2s.  6d.  and  5s.,  according  to  the  water 
fished. — Ed.] 
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iLNGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  6lcc. 


"  Owt  o/  sight  and  sound  of  Bailways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frenshai  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Private  Lake,  two  miles  in  circumference, 
and  River  (also  private)  of  about  miles, 
well  stocked  with  good  fish  of  all  kinds. 


Coarse  Fishing  CLOSED  until  June  15. 
Trout  Fishing  OPENED  on  river,  April  1. 
GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 
Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  o(  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  Is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel.  

Xelegramg :  Obiffiths,  Frbrbham  POND.CBnuT- 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

JXendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
bJood  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stationi.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizas  or  Fish  : 

Pike,  18  inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  Inch.  Gudgeon,  i  Inch. 

Coarse  Fishing  closed  until  June  15. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE,  8.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7«.  M.  per 
day.  Winter ;  8».  6d.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  Vii  lbs. 
GKx>d  lea  fishing. 

W.  VICKBRy,  Proprietor. 


CASTLE  HOTEL 

Hasiingsm 

Coffee  Room,  Smoking  Lounge, 
Billiard  Room. 

Moderate  tariff.   Special  week  or  week-end  terms. 


Headquarters  of  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  Angling  Society ;  also  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
Buses  meet  all  trains.  Excellent 
Stabling,  Motor  and  Cycle  Houses 
adjoining  Hotel. — Apply, 

H.  BOYCB. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  co.  Londondeppy. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  Honse,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
«p  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  (fee.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers' Board,  0«.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  6«. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  Manageress. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  nut 
in  hotel  business. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

ItING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishlngr  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  {ler  day.  Billiards  ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
Of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address,  Profkibtok. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


The  Fishing  began  on  March  i.    Boats  and 
Rooms  should  be  booked  early. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  ROUGH  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET. 

Modern  Hotel,  with  every  Convenience  and  Comfort  for  Anglers. 

EN    PENSION,   IOb.  6d.   A  DAY. 

Station:  Llanfyllin.  Post  and  Telegraph  :  " Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnvry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

PORTH  HOTEL,  "^*^^1"k"s'" 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.    135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.    AUsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 

Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Pictures(iuely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myi  iads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badcall  3  miles  distant. 


SEA  nSBIXG. 


EXTENSIVK   BOATING    A\l>  UlltlSf!. 


N.B.— The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.  Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charging  apparatus. 

M.  WALTERS. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 
THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modern  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogie.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Daveron.  Particulars  from  WILLIAM 
Donaldson,  Manager. 


FOYERS  HOTEL. 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhov,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  GuUen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


BLACK  LION  HOTEL 

Llangurig,  Montgomeryshire. 

One  of  the  Best  Trout  Fishings  in 
Wales.  Upper  Wye  and  three  Lakes,  all 
well  stocked  with  Trout.  Fishing  free 
for  visitors  staying  at  the  above  Hotel, 
with  use  of  Punt.  Pure  mountain  air, 
1,000  feet  above  sea  level. 

Apply,  Proprietress,  M.  ANWYL, 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodorgan,  Anglesey. 

The  above  is  the  best  in  North  Wales  for  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lake).  Can  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  or  Bait.  Boats  thoroughly  up-to-date 
and  free  to  Anglers.  Sail  oi-  row  boats.  Perch, 
Roach,  Sea  and  River  Trouting  within  easy 
distances.  Cuisine,  Wines,  &c.,  of  best  quality. 
Terms  moderate. 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 


First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Alegget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes:  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL. 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  tor  Troat, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland— Longhs 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  li  milM 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Termi 
on  appltoatloF.   Special  «o  a  Party. 

T.  8TANNKRS.  Proprietor.' 


KILLIN  HOTELj 

Loeh  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz.  :  Hotel  Water,  £1  per 
Salmon  caught  up  to  five— then  free ;  Ilenerved 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.  No  charge  is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats.  Fishing  frr)m 
the  15th  of  January  till  end  of  May.— For 
further  particulars  apply  to  H.  J.  Kniqht. 
Note  : — All  flsh  are  retained  by  anglers. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF,  N.B. 

First-class  Family,  Tourist,  and  Com- 
mercial Hotel.  All  modern  comforts. 
Free  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  for  July 
and  August.  Salmon  Fishing  to  Let  for 
September  and  October.  A  good  golf 
course.  Hiring  in  all  its  branches. 
'Bus  meets  all  trains.  Telephone  :  No. 
078.    Telegrams  :  "  Chisholm,  Banff." 

MS.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fisbing  opened  on  Feb.  i. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accopimodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

BriKlit,  bracing  air;  Hotel  adjoins  sea  coast  and  lake, 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  9-hole  golf 
links.  Lake  TrafFells.  160  acres,  and  Lake  iJinan,  la 
acres,  are  now  included  in  proprietor's  fishing  ;  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  I'isbing :  boats  on  all  lakes  included  iu 
moderate  tariff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
River  ('rygill,  best  in  the  early  season,  opened  March  1. 
A  MODERN  HOUSE,  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea,  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moun- 
tains, with  same  sporting  privileges  a«  Hotel,  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address.  T.  J.  COTTRELL.  Proprietor. 


Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
coimtry. — C.  W.  Neldee,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR. 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with- 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen, 
tishiug  from  the  one  hoat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge: 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.  Apply  to  the, 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 

THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing.  The  Gweedore  River  and  famous 
Loughanure.  The  Hotel  is  on  the  very  brink  of 
River  and  within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the  best 
Salmon  Pools.  A  two-horse  Wagonette  leaves 
the  Hotel  every  morning  for  the  Lake.  A  new 
wing  was  added  to  Hotel  with  batliroonj  and 
lavatory  complete.  Very  Moderate  Terms.  Apply, 
PROPRIETOR,  THE  HOTEL. 

Crollj/  Jtridf/e,  (iweedore. 


CONNEMARA. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

Clonbur,  Ireland, 

Is  tlie  only  hotel  that  Loughs  ilask  and  Corrib 
can  be  llsbed  from  to  advantage.  Within  twelve 
minutes'  drive  of  either  Lough.  Conveyance  from 
station  and  to  Kishing  free.  No  cvtras. — Apply, 
John  a.  Joyce,  J.P. 
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E.  M.  TOD  A>rS\\TERS  VARIOUS  CORRE- 
SPONDENTS. 
I  Deab  Sir, — First  of  all  permit  nie  to  thank  very 
■  sincerely  yovir  correspondents  "  N.  W.  C."  and  Mr. 
I  Alfred  Stanley  Morris  for  their  kindly  help  re  grey 
!  jiiullet  and  bass  fisliing,  of  which  I  am  so  ignorant, 
i  and  especially  of  mullet  fishing.  Their  letters  in 
I  the  Fi.ihing  Gazette  of  April  10  I  shall  take  with  me 
to  Littlehampton  when  I  go  there. 

I  now  turn  to  Mr.  Robert  Baxter's  letter  from 
Carlisle,  that  grand  angling  centre.    I  thank  Mr. 
I  Baxter  for  his  handsome  way  of  speaking  of  my 
'  little  book  when  introducing  the  subject  of  trout 
taking  fly  or  worm  when  dropped  behind  them. 
Yes,  at  times,  trout  will  take  a  fly  well,  dropped  a 
I  little  beliind  and  to  the  side  of  the  fish.    It  is  always 
I  worth  trying,  for  if  they  take  no  notice  of  it,  then 
}  the  fly  can  be  sent  nearer  to  the  fish's  head,  and 
finally  put  in  front  of  the  fish.    I  believe  that  the 
nearer  the  artificial  fly  imitates  nature,  in  floating 
over  or  close  past  the  trout,  the  better,  were  it  not 
for  the  gut,  which  is  often  sufficient  to  scare  him. 

As  for  clear-water  worm  fisliing  (a  theme  on  which 
1  liave  written  so  freely  in  this  journal),  I  pointed 
out  long  ago  that  on  a  hot  day,  when  the  stream'^  (in 
open  wat«r  especially)  had  got  fished  to  death,  that 
some  most  enticing  sport  is  occasionally  to  be  had 
in  the  pools,  when  the  trout  are  lazily  sucking  down 
the  few  flies  then  on  the  water,  by  fishing,  not  with 
the  fly,  but  with  the  clear-water  worm.  Under  such 
extreme  conditions  the  man  who  sneers  at  all  worm 
fishing  would,  I  think,  get  an  eye-opener  if  he  saw 
an  expert  at  work,  and  tried  his  hand  at  the 
game.  Take  a  warm  day  in  June,  or  even  in 
July,  with  a  gentle  breeze  rippling  the  surface 
of  a  still  pool  (a  cauld  pool,  for  instance),  and 
■  =.r  the  tail  of  the  pool,  a  few  trout  rising  here 
,l1  there  only.  He  must  wade  with  caution  to 
avoid  sending  a  tell-tale  wave  in  front  of  him,  for  if 
he  does,  he  will  "  put  down  "  the  rising  trout,  and 
his  chances  of  success  depend  on  them  feeding  on 
the  fly  in  a  leisurely  manner.  He  must  never  allow 
his  shadow  nor  that  of  his  rod  to  go  in  front  of  him 
as  he  fishes — never  !  Let  him  take  a  fine-drawn  gut 
fly-casting  line  of  3yds.,  and  knot  to  this  a  Stewart 
'  ekle  on  fine-drawn  gut  made  of  two-eyed  worm 
'ks,  size  No.  2,  or  even  No.  1,  Hutchinson  Kendal 
scale.  Then  deftly  hook  on  a  bright,  well-scoured 
marsh  worm,  or  very  small  black-headed  worm, 
with  a  "  pink  tail  "  ;  in  either  case  the  worm  can 
hardly  be  too  small:  the  diameter  of  a  crow-quill  is 
a  very  fair  guide — less  rather  than  more  in  bulk. 

And  now,  Mr.  Baxter,  and  al.so  "  S.  V.  B."  (whose 
short  letter  immediately  follows  Mr.  Baxter's),  I 
certainly  do  agree  that  the  first  throw  should  never 
be  in  front  of  the  trout's  nose,  and  for  this  reason : 
If  he  is  nipping  down  the  flies  on  such  a  "  sunshine 
holiday,"  he  is  not  prepared  for  a  worm  dropping 
from  the  skj',  and  is  apt  to  say  in  effect  :  "  Ah,  you 
are  really  too  kind.  There  is  more  in  you  than 
meets  the  eye,  Mr.  Worm,  and  so  I  must  decline 
with  thanks  your  tempting  offer."  Besides,  I  feel 
Certain  that  the  inaxiverten^  "plop"  is  first  forced 
"11  the  trout's  vision,  and  before  he  has  had  time  to 
the  worm  he  has  taken  his  "  hook,"  instead  of 
<nr  hook,  Mr.  Angler.  N.B. — If  the  worm  is 
gently  switched  with  a  side  swing  instead  of  an  over- 
head cast,  the  plop  or  splash  is  almost  entirely  done 
away  with.  In  a  woodland  water  with  overhanging 
boughs  I  have  proved  this  to  my  own  perfect  satis- 
faction. Thrown  sideways  it  alights  quite  softly. 
And  now  the  worm  should  be  first  thrown  a  trifle 
behind  the  trout,  for,  you  see,  as  he  wheels  to  the 
right-about  he  makes  such  a  commotion  that  "  the 
guile  "  is  not  nearly  so  apparent  as  it  must  be  to  a 
trout  on  a  sunny  day  trundling  down  right  opposite 
to  his  "  neb,"  the  water  still  wholly  undisturbed. 
Besides  he  sees  no  gut  as  he  charges  down  stream, 
and  in  his  hurry  to  get  the  first  bite  at  the  luscious 
morsel  he  has  hooked  himself,  impulsively.  If  he 
fails  to  turn  and  take  it,  then  drop  the  worm  6in. 
to  12in.  from  the  side  of  his  head,  and.  finally,  if 
all  else  fails,  place  the  worm  in  front  of  him  and 
chance  it. 

I  wish  I  really  could  be  of  some  practical  help  to 
Mr.  Morris,  but  I  would  be  nothing  short  of  a 
humbug  if  I  were  to  pretend  that  /  could  hook,  far 
less  teach  Mr.  Morris  how  to  secure,  the  fish  he 
Spoaks  of  as  "  trout  "  ("  bull  trout  "  or  "  sea- 
trout  "  ?),  which  he  sees  rising  above  Arundel 
Bridge,  on  the  Arun,  and  fails  to  catch.  You  see, 
Mr.  Editor,  till  one  knows  of  what  species  the  rising 
fish  really  are,  one  cannot  offer  any  sincere  or 
practical  suggestion,  and  to  air  some  new  theory 
would  t->e  a  waste  of  Mr.  Morris's  time.  From  what 
I  know  of  bull  trout — if  by  any  chance  the  rising 
fish  are  identified  not  as  sea-trout  but  as  V)ull  trout — 
then  I  think  that,  being  newly  up  from  the  sea,  Ihey 
will  continue  to  Ijo  difficult  to  catch.  On  the  Tweed 
and  its  tributaries,  on  the  Coquet,  Tyne,  and  many 
other  rivers,  where  the  bull  trout  come  up  in 
Bwarrns,  they  do  not  take  the  fly  well  till  they  are 
k>  lt9,  and  they  will  then  take  a  trout  fly  very  freely, 


or  even  a  salmon  fly :  a  natural  minnow,  well  spun, 
being  often  a  deadly  luro,  but  illegal  for  kelts. 
Surely,  surely  .someone  has  taken  a  specimen  fish 
occasionally.  If  so,  then  ascertain  what  that  fish 
really  represents — Salmo  eriox  or  Salmo  trutta  ;  for 
I  take  for  granted  it  is  not  in  the  least  likely  to  be 
the  ordinary  brown  trout,  Salmo  fario,  although  we 
know  that  they  frequent  tidal  waters,  taking 
on  the  silvery  appearance  of  a  genuine  sea-trout, 
for  which  they  are  often  mistaken.  Without 
placing  the  slightest  value  on  my  suggestions,  were 
I  in  a  like  predicament  I  should  try  trout,  sea- 
trout,  and  salmon  flies,  spin  a  minnow,  or  spin  a 
worm  on  a  Stewart  tackle  with  two  swivels,  and  I 
would  even  try  a  well-scoured  worm  fished  upstream 
in  orthodox  fashion,  or  a  nice  fat  prawn  or  shrimp  ; 
and  if  none  of  these  things  succeeded,  I  should 
finally  take  a  pinch  of  salt — but  here  my  letter 
comes  to  an  end,  for  so  many  of  our  fish  stories  need 
"  a  pinch  of  salt  "  that  the  very  mention  of  it  is 
suggestive,  unless  the  salt  be  placed  exactly  on  the 
tail  of  the  fish,  when  you  may  reckon  that  at  last 
you  have  found  out  how  to  do  it. — Yours  truly, 
  E.  M.  Tod. 

NURSLING  MILL  ON  THE  TEST. 

Deab  Mb.  Mabston, — If  you  can  use  the  enclosed 
rough  sketch  it  will  make  clear  the  position  of  affairs 
at  this  mill.  Certainly  Mr.  Stride,  the  miller,  does  all 
that  he  fairly  can  to  pass  the  salmon  into  the 
waters  above  the  mill.  That  he  is  not  more 
successful  is  due  to  salmon  nature,  for  when  the 
fish  arrive  at  the  junction  of  the  main  stream  with 
the  lead  to  the  mill,  eight  out  of  every  ten  will 
continue  to  push  up  the  main  river,  eventually 
to   arrive  at  a  so-called  fish  pass   over  which, 


when  there  is  a  good  head  of  water,  trickles  a  flow 
of  some  three  inches  in  depth.  In  times  of  drought 
there  is  no  water  whatever  !  Thus  the  flsh  which 
reach  the  tumbling  bay  are  forced  to  attempt  the 
passage  of  the  weir  hatches,  and  except  in  times  of 
flood  the  rush  of  water  is  too  heavy  and  violent  for 
fish  to  ascend. 

There  is,  however,,  no  doubt  that  the  few  fish 
that  strike  up  the  mill  lead  can  and  do  ascend  to 
the  waters  above  with  facility.  If  a  foot  of  masonry 
were  removed  from  the  top  of  the  existing  fish  pass, 
I  think  it  would  become  a  good  and  effective  one 
for  many  months  in  the  year,  and  would  only  cease 
to  be  in  action  in  times  of  great  and  prolonged 
drought. 

I  cannot  think  Mr.  Stride  is  quite  correct  in 
asserting  that  the  river  is  full  of  fish.  Certainly 
the  anglers  do  not  catch  them  or  even  see  them, 
and  I  think  I  am  under  the  mark  in  saying  that  the 
whole  river  from  Romsey  to  the  sea  has  not  yielded 
twenty  fish  this  season,  whereas  only  a  few  years 
back  it  used  to  give  from  sixty  to  120  by  the  end 
of  April — always  splendid  fish,  fine  fighters  and 
Al  for  the  table,  while  the  water  itself  is  a  most 
fascinating  one  to  cast.  It  will  be  a  thousand 
pities  if  this  beautiful  stretch  of  salmon  water,  so 
close  to  London  and  so  highly  prized  on  that 
account,  is  permitted  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  rivers 
from  which  the  salmon  have  departed. — Yours 
truly,  A.  Geimble. 

Royal  Albert  Yacht  Club, 
Southsea. 

SPRING  WHITE  TROUT  ARE  KELTS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  know  those  spring  white  trout. 
They  are  unseasonable.  On  the  Eden  and  Esk 
they  are  called  "  float  whiting,"  or      float  sea- 


trout."  I  once  was  shown,  in  the  house  of  an 
expert,  a  big  tea-tray  heaped  up  with  fish.  They 
were  "  float  whiting  "  and  soa-trout  got  in  the 
Esk.  The  sea-trout  were  half  a  yard  long  and 
wouldn't  weigh  half  a  pound— they  were  as  thin  as 
a  ribbon.  1  have  caught  the  "  float  whiting  "  in 
the  Lyne  in  spring,  and  know  that  they  come  out 
like  a  dead  stick,  while  when  in  season  they  aro 
game  and  full  of  fight.  Whiting — the  herling  of 
Scotland — don't  spawn,  I  believe,  hnt  these  fish 
were  neither  fit  to  eat  nor  to  catch. — Yours  truly, 

Greta. 


THE  MYSTERY  OF  SPRING  SEA-TROUT. 

Deab  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  April  23  I  notice  a 
letter  from  "  Gren  Wren,"  under  the  heading, 
"  The  mystery  of  Spring  White  Trout — are  they  aM 
Kelts  ?  " 

To  my  mind  there  is  no  "  mystery."  I  speak 
now  of  a  well-known  fresh-water  loch  in  Argyllshire 
— namely.  Loch  Awe — which  1  have  fished  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  have  regularly  caught  in 
March  and  April  of  each  year  a  few  odd  sea-trout. 
These,  I  might  state,  I  always  put  back  into  the 
loch,  as  I  never  had  the  slightest  doubt  about  their 
being  kelts.  When  hooked  they  certainly  gave 
excellent  sport,  and  even  their  appearance  when 
out  of  the  water  might  lead  one  to  suppose  they 
wore  "  clean  rvm  "  ;  but  they  are  never  really  the 
colour  of  a  "  clean  run  "  fish,  and  when  they  were 
cooked  there  was  no  doubt  about  what  they  were. 
It  was  in  this  way  that  I  confirmed  my  opinion  as 
to  their  being  kelts.  One  mouthful  was  quite 
sufficient,  the  rest  was  given  to  the  cat.  Curiously 
enough  there  seems  to  have  been  more  of  these  fish 


caught  here  this  spring  than  formerly.  In  JIarch  a 
visitor  at  one  of  the  hotels  was  reported  to  hav^e 
caught  fourteen  trout,  and  among  these  were  six 
sea-trout  ;  and  again  during  this  month  a  visitor 
at  another  of  the  hotels — I  was  told  by  the  proprietor 
himself — had  a  splendid  sea-trout  of  41b.  On 
remarking  to  the  proprietor  that  surely  this  must 
have  been  a  kelt,  "  Oh,  no,"  said  he,  a  beautiful 
clean  run  fish." 

There  is  only  one  access  from  the  sea  in  which 
the  fish  can  make  their  ascent  to  the  loch,  arvd  that 
is  by  the  river  Awe,  and  I  have  made  inquiries 
with  the  net  fisherman  at  the  mouth  of  this  river, 
and  I  am  told  that  sea-trout  are  never  caught  in 
their  nets  during  the  months  of  March  and  April. 

This  in  itself  is  fairly  good  evidence  that  they 
are  not  running  up  at  that  time  of  the  year. 

I  certainly  think  there  thould  be  a  close  time  for 
sea-trout,  the  same  as  brown  trout,  but  extending 
the  close  time  for  the  former  to  the  middle  of  Juno. 
—Yours  truly,  D.  C.  M. 

Loch  Awe. 

SPRING  SEA-TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  "  Green  Wren's "  lett«r 
concerning  above.  This  question  has  often  puzzled 
me.  On  certain  rivers  in  March  and  April  I  have 
heard  (and  read  in  the  Fishing  Gazette)  of  glowing 
accounts  of  clean  sea-trout  being  caught,  while  1, 
on  the  same  river,  could  find  nothing  but  kelts. 

Yet  I  have  caught  many  sea-trout  on  the  Ythan 
and  Deveron  during  March  and  up  to  April  15  that 
were  undoubtedly  clean  fish,  and  eve.-j'  local  fisher- 
man will  say  the  same.  Yet  they  all  disappear 
from  the  Ythan  without  a  single  exception  by 
April  15. 

From  a  good  many  years'  experience  I  ha\'e 
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Come  to  the  conclusion  that  sea-tront  and  grilse 
may  go  up  a  river  and  if  they  don't  find  things  to 
their  liking,  they  often  return  again  to  the  sea,  and 
that  in  a  very  short  time. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  an  enormous  quantity  of 
sea-trout  kelts  are  killed  in  the  spring  both  by  rod 
and  net,  and  supposed  to  be  clean  fish  ;  but  still 
that  does  not  convince  me  that  there  are  not  some 
clean  sea-trout  among  them.  , 

There  was  something  said  lately  about  red  autumn 
fish  in  salt  water.  I  have  killed  red  fish  that  I 
know  had  come  into  the  river  within  twelve  hours. 
I  have  seen  quantities  of  very  red  October  fish 
jumping  in  the  sea  oft  Banff,  N.B.,  and  Sir  Edward 
Grey  mentions  that  he  saw  grilse  and  salmon 
jumping  in  a  Shetland  voe,  and  that  in  October. 
They  were  q\iite  red,  without  having  been  in  fresh 
water  at  all. — Yours  truly,  Ham.  Young. 

[It  is  a  pity  that  there  seems  to  be  such  a  great 
difference  of  opinion  on  this  early  sea-trout  question. 
Perhaps  Professor  Mcintosh  would  kindly  imdertake 
to  examine  and  report  on  the  condition  of  sea-trout 
caught  in  Aberdeenshire  and  claimed  to  be  clean 
fish  by  anglers. — Ed.] 


PIKE-PERCH  AND  A  CORRECTION. 
Deab  Mb.  Marston, — Allow  me  to  thank  you  for 
the  directions  you  so  kindly  published  for  the 
planting  of  the  pike-perch  ova.  They  could  not  be 
more  explicit.  In  my  letter  that  you  published  on 
April  16  1  made  a  very  stupid  mistake,  and  in  each 
case  wrote  "steelheads"  instead  of  "quinnat."  I 
shall  feel  obliged  if  you  will  allow  this  correction  to 
appear. — Yours  truly,        W.  F.  Booth. 

Treasurer  Sus=ex  Piscatorial  Society. 

Brighton. 

HERR  JAFFA'S  PRESENT  OF  PIKE-PERCH 
EGGS. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — On  Saturday  night,  April 
23,  Herr  Jaffa's  kind  present  of  10,000  pike-perch 
ova  arrived  at  my  house,  and  on  April  24  I  safely 
planted  them  in  Pond-Lye,  carefully  following  the 
directions  you  were  good  enough  to  print  in  the 
Fiihing  Gazette  of  April  1 6,  for  which  I  offer  my  best 
thanks. — Yours  truly,         W.  F.  Booth, 

Treasurer,  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society. 

P.S. — I  should  add  that  I  reserved  some  of  these 
ova  to  rear  in  the  Brighton  Aquarium. 

FISH  FOR  A  SMALL  POND. 

Dear  Sir, — W»  have  in  our  garden  a  pond,  50ft. 
by  20ft.,  and  about  7ft.  deep.  I  should  be  most 
grateful  if  you  would  kindly  inform  me  what  fish 
wovdd  be  most  suitable  to  put  into  this  water.  There 
is  no  stream  running  through  the  pond,  so,  of  course, 
trout  would  be  out  of  the  question.  There  would 
be  plenty  of  food  for  large  fish,  as  one  bank  is  over- 
himg  by  trees.  I  am  anxious  to  find  out  what  fish 
would  be  most  suitable,  where  they  can  be  obtained, 
and  in  what  size  and  quantity  they  might  be 
introduced.— Yours  truly, 

A.   ROMILLY  FeDDEN. 

[If  the  water  is  clear,  I  should  get  fifty  two-year- 
old  rainbows — if  there  is  plenty  of  food  they  would 
grow  fast,  and  give  sport  with  the  fly  ;  but  it  does 
not  follow  because  there  are  trees  overhanging  the 
water  that  there  is  food  in  it.  Mr.  Fedden  should 
pull  out  some  weed  and  see  if  there  is  plenty  of  small 
life  in  it  ;  if  not,  he  will  have  to  feed  his  rainbows. 
I  think  the  Malvern  Fishery,  Malvern  Wells,  would 
be  nearest,  and  they  would  supply  some  suitable 
fish-meal.  Rudd  are  good  pond  fish  ;  bream,  tench, 
and  carp  make  the  water  always  muddy  in  warm 
weather. — Ed.] 

OTTERS  ON  THE  CAM. 

Dear  Sir, — The  Cam  seems  to  be  a  home  for  the 
otter.  During  the  past  three  seasons  (fishing)  their 
depredation  has  been  great  by  work  seen  on  the 
river  bank.  The  capture  of  another,  about  one  mile 
from  Bottisham  Locks  at  the  Swaffham  sluice  last 
Saturday  by  the  sluice  keeper  and  two  other  friends, 
is  recorded.  The  otter  was  a  female,  weighing  about 
171b.  She  got  entrapped  in  the  lock  ;  when  her 
head  was  seen  the  men  watched  her.    Suddenly  she 

fave  a  leap,  then  dived  down  and  came  up  with  a 
lb.  jack  in  her  mouth.  Then  the  hunt  com- 
menced ;  they  finally  cornered  the  animal,  and  it 
was  killed,  and  sent  to  Cambridge  to  be  sot  up. 
The  otter  being  too  numerous  in  this  locality, 
fishing  clubs  should  offer  a  reward  for  their  capture. 
— Yours  truly,  John  O.  Geoboe. 

Boche-road,  Cambridge. 

BIG  CARP. 

Dear  Sir, — T  thank  Mr.  A.  George  for  his  answrr 
to  my  query  re  his  carp  of  I5lb.  13ok.  The  fish  is 
not  a  record,  aa  stated  in  the  angling  papers  at  the 
time.    In  1902  the  Fishing  Gazette  contained  an 


account  of  a  grand  catch  of  carp  by  Mr.  Otto 
Overbeck,  F.C.S.,  F.G.S..  of  Grimsby,  in  Crosby 
Pond,  near  that  town.  Three  carp  totalled  421b. 
Separately  they  weighed  1 71b.  8oz.,  141b.  5oz.,  and 
101b.  4oz.  In  the  same  water,  Capt.  Hone,  of 
Grimsby,  caught  a  carp  a  few  years  ago  which 
turned  201b. — Yours  truly,  E.  Phillips. 

Lancaster.   

SEA-TROUT  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir,- — "  Snipe  "  will  find  the  Hodder  at 
Whitewell,  West  Riding,  Yorks,  one  of  the  best 
rivers  for  sea-trout  fishing.  He  might  write  to  Mr. 
W.  Cowgill,  Whitewell  Hotel,  vid  Clitheroe,  who 
will  doubtless  give  him  any  information  he  may 
require.  By  staying  at  the  hotel  anglers  have  the 
privilege  of  fishing  several  miles  of  one  of  the 
prettiest  and  best  stocked  streams — both  trout  and 
migratory  fish — in  the  North  of  England.  A  licence 
from  the  Ribble  Fishery  Board  would  be  requisite, 
and  may  be  obtained,  I  think,  for  either  the  season 
or  a  short  period. — Yours  truly, 

Preston.  C.  A.  Horridge. 


HOTELS  WITH  SALMON  FISHING  FOR 
VISITORS  IN  NORWAY. 

Dear  Sir,— I  should  be  much  obliged  if  some  of 
your  readers  would  kindly  give  me  the  names  of  a 
few  hotels  in  Norway  having  salmon  fisheries 
attached  to  them  in  which  visitors  staying  at  the 
hotels  can  angle  on  prearranged  terms  in  the 
same  way  as  is  customary  in  parts  of  Scotland  and 
Ireland.  If  none  happen  to  be  known  to  you, 
perhaps  one  of  your  readers  would  be  so  good  as  to 
supply  the  information.- — Yours  truly, 

Miinich,  Pilotvstrasse  12,  Otho  Erl. 

April  23. 

FIRST  WEEKLY  WEATHER  REPORT  FROM 
NORWAY,  1904. 

Dear  Sir, — The  telegrams  from  Throndhjem, 
Namsos,  and  Christiansund  districts  report  cold 
and  dry  weather.  Bergen,  ]\Iandal,  and  Christian- 
sand  South  report  cold  but  rainy  weather  as 
prevalent  at  the  present  time. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  season  will  be  a  very 
early  one.  I  am  informed  by  letter  received  this 
morning  that  leaves  are  already  commencing  to 
burst  on  the  trees,  which  is  quite  exceptionally 
early ;  and  further,  in  the  little  Os  river  near 
Bergen,  I  learn  that  a  141b.  fresh-run  salmon  was 
caught  on  the  fly  on  April  19.  Further,  many  old 
Norwaj'-going  anglers  are  already  arranging  to 
arrive  in  the  Throndhjem  and  Namdalen  districts 
by  the  last  week  of  May.  This  also  applies  to  the 
Orkla  and  Gula  districts.  The  tenants  of  the  beats 
on  these  rivers  should  also  be  on  their  anglings  by 
June  1. — Yours  truly,  James  Dowell. 

Lumley  House,  t 

34,  St.  James' s-street,  S.W. 

THE  THEORIES  IN  "TROUT  FISHING.' 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  not  quite  in  order  for  the  writer 
of  a  book  to  rush  into  print  with  answers  to  his 
reviewers  ;  but  "  Val  ConSon's "  article  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  April  16  seems  to  call  for  a 
relaxation  of  the  sound  rule.  The  article  is  evidence 
of  "  Val  Conson's  "  minute  knowledge  and  scrupu- 
lous thoughtfulness.  Besides,  it  puts  at  least  one 
direct  question  to  me. 

May  it  not  be  that,  if  trout  in  a  lake  have  their 
positions  determined  by  the  direction  of  the  wind, 
they  may  really  be  sometimes' in  such  a  relation  to 
the  sun  that  there  may  actually  be  a  lane  of  light 
before  their  eyes  ?  That,  in  effect,  is  "  Val  Con- 
son's  "  question. 

Well,  writing  in  haste,  I  cannot  at  present  offer 
a  complete  answer  ;  but  I  should  like  to  draw 
attention  to  the  hypothetical  part  of  the  problem, 
and  make  some  remarks  on  it. 

I  incline  to  think  that  the  position  of  trout  in 
a  lake  really  is  determined  by  the  wind.  You 
cannot  often  see  trout  in  a  lake  ;  but  there  is  a 
place,  two  hundred  yards  from  where  I  now  sit, 
where  they  can  be  seen.  That  is  a  shallow  bay 
bordered  by  a  row  of  rocks,  which  sometimes  throws 
back  the  sunlight  on  to  the  water,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  is  bright  sand.  I  have  often,  from  a  boat, 
drifted  past  this  place  in  a  west  wind,  and  then  the 
trout  were  all  lying  head  to  the  wind.  When  there 
is  no  wind  at  all  I  have  noticed,  looking  into  the 
water  from  the  rocks,  that  the  fish  show  no  regu- 
larity in  their  positions.  They  are  then  poised,  in 
relation  to  one  another,  at  all  possible  angles. 

"  Val  Conson  "  thinks  I  am  wrong  in  saying  that, 
of  the  flies  on  which  trout  feed,  "  a  few  are  born  on 
the  bed  of  the  water."  I  know  the  accepted  view 
to  which  "Val  Conson"  refers,  but  I  put  the 
matter  thus  vaguely  on  purpose.  I  fear  that 
entomologists  have  often  been  too  rigorous  in  their 
exactitudes  of  rule.  If  any  fly  is  born  on  the  bed 
of  the  stream,  it  is  surely  the  Stone  Fly  '!  Well, 


what  will  you  say  if  I  send  you  the  chrysalis  of  < 
Stone  Fly  taken  from  a  watering-trough  by  th( 
wayside,  near  no  stream,  and  a  good  many  yard< 
from  the  loch  ? — Yours  truly. 

Loch  V^oil,  "W.  Earl  Hodosoit. 

Perthshire. 

AQUARIUM  TROUBLES. 

Dear  Sir, — Through  the  medium  of  your  papef 
may  I  ask  your  kindness  in  helping  me  out  of 
aquarium  troubles  ?  I  have  a  fair-sized  tank  in  rnj 
garden,  in  which  I  keep  a  few  goldfish  and  tencE 
They  have  been  there  a  year,  and  now  I  am  losinj 
some  of  them. 

They  do  not  seem  to  get  the  ordinary  white 
mould,  but  get  patches  on  their  sides  where  the, 
scales  seem  to  decay — they  turn  of  a  dirty  yellow 
colour.  I 

The  fish  seems  to  lose  control  of  himself  in  swim- 
ming, and  uses  only  his  tail,  hardly  moving  his  fins. 
He  soon  dies.  What  is  the  cause  and  cure  of  this  7 
The  tank  has  during  the  winter  got  rather  green 
round  the  sides  and  bottom,  though  the  water  does 
not  get  80.  From  the  sides  a  green,  thread-like 
weed  now  grows — a  result  of  the  green  deposit,  I 
imagine.    Should  I  take  this  ofl  ? 

A  couple  of  frogs  have  spawned  in  the  pond  and 
the  tadpoles  have  hatched.  I  left  them  in,  thinking 
they  would  clean  the  pond.  I  may  add  that  the 
pond  is  fed  by  a  small  pipe,  and  the  surplus  of 
water  oozes  away.  I  keep  a  nice  lot  of  growing 
rushes  in  the  pond. — Yovu'S  truly, 

Guildford-road,  Lewis  F.  Barton.  . 

Woking. 

[It  is  clear  that  Mr.  Barton's  fish  suffer  from 
some  disease — what  is  the  cause  of  it  could  only  be 
discovered  by  examination  by  an  expert.  If  the 
water  supply  is  above  suspicion,  the  best  thing  to 
do  is  to  kill  the  diseased  fish,  run  off  the  water,  and 
thoroughly  disinfect  the  tank.  Any  healthy  fish 
taken  from  the  tank  should  be  kept  for  a  time  in 
some  quite  clean  bath  or  tub  with  some  perman- 
ganate of  potash  added  to  the  water — not  much, 
say  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  to  ten  gallons  of  water, 
removing  the  fish  after  an  hour  or  so.  Perhaps 
some  reader  can  suggest  a  better  treatment  than 
this.  If  the  water  is  to  blame,  of  course  it  is  u.seless 
to  disinfect  the  tank. — Ed.] 

FISHING  ON  THE  YORE  AT  HA  WES. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your  readers  very  kindly 
give  me  information  through  the  Fishing  Gazette 
as  to  the  trout  fishing  obtainable  by  weekly 
ticket  on  the  Yore  at  Hawes.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipation. — Yours  truly,  H.  O.  Teole. 

[Mr.  Teole  will  find  some  information  likely  to  be 
of  use  to  him  in  the  May  number  of  C.  B.  Fry'a 
Magazine,  in  an  article  in  which  I  have  given  par- 
ticulars of  many  places  where  fishing  is  to  be  had 
by  ticket  or  by  staying  at  hotels. — Ed.] 

FRESH-WATER  ROD  FISHING  ON  EAST 
COAST. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  grateful  if  you  or  your 
readers  will  tell  mo  of  a  quiet  seaside  place  on  East 
Coast  where  good  rod  fishing  in  fresh  water  (even  if 
coarse)  may  be  obtained  almost  on  the  spot.  Has 
Southwold  or  Aldeburgh  anything  in  this  Une  ?  I 
prefer  trout,  but  fear  it  is  not  to  be  had  at  the  sea- 
side. A  rocky  seacoast  would  be  preferred  if 
possible. — Yours  truly,  C.  D.  F. 

FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 
Dear  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
furnish  me  with  information  regarding  trout  fishing 
in  the  Ardennes  in  the  month  of  May  ?  I  want  to 
know  a  good  spot  to  go  to,  what  sized  trout  may  be 
expected,  and  what  size  and  kind  of  fly  to  use. — • 
Yours  truly,  A.  S.  F. 

SEA-FISHING  IN  MAY. 

Dear  Sib, — Would  you  be  good  enough  to  inform 
me  through  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
whether  good  sea-fishing  is  obtainable  in  Cornwall 
at  the  beginning  of  May,  and  if  not  in  Cornwall, 
where  I  might  reasonably  hope  to  get  some  ? — 
Yours  truly,  Richard  T.  Keene. 


STONE  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — While  looking  for  Stone  Fly  creepers 
this  afternoon  in  the  Yore  I  found  two  fully 
developed  female  flies,  one  of  which  I  enclose.  The 
Stone  Fly  does  not  generally  make  its  appearance  on 
any  of  the  Yorkshire  rivers  until  the  last  week  in 
May  or  the  first  week  in  June,  but  it  seems  the 
bitterly  cold  weather  at  present  prevailing  does  not 
prevent  a  few  from  hatching  out. — Yours  truly. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,       John  E.  Miller. 
Leeds,  April  27. 

{Several  littere  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITOR,' 


"What  Mr.  Philip  Geen  Saw  and  Heard  while 
Pollack,  Salmon,  and  Trout  Fishing  in 
CO.  Donegal." 

Readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will,  I  am  sure, 
be  glad  to  hear  that  a  series  of  articles  under  the 
above  heading  will  commence  in  our  columns  next 
week,  illustrated  by  reproductions  of  some  capital 
photos  by  Mr.  W.  K.  Geen,  one  of  Mr.  Geen's  sons. 
The  writings  of  Mr.  Philip  Geen  are  always  breezy 
and  full  of  enthusiasm  for  sport  and  Nature,  and 
from  what  I  have  seen  of  them  I  think  these 
Irish  experiences  will  be  even  more  interesting 
than  those  in  Scotland  and  England, 


The  Salmon  Disease. 

Professob  Db^  B.  Hofeb,  of  Munich,  writes  : — 
"  Deab  Mr.   Mabston, — In  No.  1407  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  there  is  a  note  about  the  salmon 
disease,  and  the  question  of  finding  some  remedy 
for  it. 

"  Would  you  have  the  kindness  to  inform  me 
if  the  Rivers  Lyon  and  Tay  suffer  from  pollution 
from  towTis  and  factories.  Inasmuch  as  the  actual 
cause  of  the  salmon  disease  is  not  the  Saprolegnia 
ferax,  but  the  Bacterium  salmonis  festis  {Patterson), 
endeavour  should  be  directed  to  prevent  the 
existence  of  the  bacillus  as  far  as  possible. — Yours 
faithfully,  "  Professor  Hofer." 

Dr.  Hofer  is  quite  right,  and  in  my  note  I  should 
have  referred  to  the  Bacillus  salmonis  festis,  dis 
covered  by  Mr.  J.  Hume  Patterson,  Assistant 
Bacteriologist  to  the  Corporation  of  Glasgow,  as  the 
enemy  to  be  fought.  When  his  important  dis- 
covery was  announced  in  the  Blue-book  on  "  The 
Cau.sc  of  Salmon  Disease,"  published  by  the  Fishery 
Board  for  Scotland,  I  gave  an  account  of  it  in  the 
Fishiv/j  Gazelle  last  year.  I  believe  Mr.  Patterson 
is  studying  the  question  of  a  remedy. 

Here  are  Mr.  Patterson's  conclusions  : — "(1)  The 
fungus  iSajjrole/jnia  ferax  is  not  the  cause  of  the 
salmon  disease  ;  (2)  the  disease  is  due  to  the  in 
vasion  of  the  tissues  of  tho  fish  by  a  special  bacillus 
(Bacillus  salmonis  peslis) ;  (3)  the  bacillus  gains 
access  through  aVjrasion  or  ulceration  of  the  skin, 
and  the  disease  is  apparently  not  contracted  wheii 


the  skin  of  the  fish  is  in  a  healthy  state  ;  (4)  Bacillus 
salmonis  pestis  can  be  transmitted  from  dead  fish  to 
other  dead  fish  in  the  same  water ;  (5)  Bacillus 
salmonis  pestis  can  be  transmitted  from  dead  fish  to 
living  fish  in  the  same  water,  and  since  dead  fish 
are  a  suitable  nidus  for  the  growth  of  the  bacillus 
it  is  obviously  desirable  to  have  all  dead  fish  removed 
from  the  river  immediately  they  are  observed  and 
burned,  as  by  simply  burjring  the  germ  is  left  in  a 
condition  to  be  again  carried  into  the  stream; 

(6)  the  fact  that  the  bacillus  grows  profusely  when 
placed  in  a  freezing  mixture  of  ice  and  salt,  while  a 
temperature  of  37deg.  C.  soon  destroys  it,  shows  that 
the  cold  season  is  more  favourable  to  its  growth ; 

(7)  fish  akin  to  salmon  are  more  susceptible  to  the 
disease  than  others,  as  rainbow  trout,  river  trout, 
and  sea-trout  when  attacked  succumbed  in  from  two 
to  four  days,  while  dace  and  goldfish  died  in  about 
eighteen  and  thirty-five  days  respectively ;  (8) 
Bacillus  salmonis  pestis  grows  well  in  sea  water, 
whereas  Saprolegnia  does  not  grow  at  all ;  therefore, 
a  diseased  salmon  entering  the  sea  and  returning 
to  the  river  apparently  free  from  fungus  cannot  be 

aid  to  be  free  from  the  disease." 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  fact  related  in  this  last 
conclusion  adds  enormously  to  the  difficulty  of 
fiinding  a  remedy,; 

Rainbows  for  the  Rhine. 

The  Wiesbaden  and  Rhine  Fisheries  Society  put 
some  hundreds  of  rainbow  trout  in  spawn  into  the 
Rhine,  near  Hattenheim ;  last  year  they  also  put 
in  a  similar  lot,  and  it  is  said  that  last  summer  fry 
of  those  put  in  the  previous  January  were  observed 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mariannenau  Island.  I  hope 
this  was  so,  but  I  should  think  it  rather  doubtful, 
judging  from  the  fact  that  of  the  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  rainbows  turned  into  our  rivers  and  other 
waters  we  have,  so  far  as  I  know,  no  evidence  that 
any  fry  from  them  have  been  obtained  in  a  wild 
state. 

Work  on  Fish  Skulls. 

An  important  Italian  work  is  being  published  by 
Ml'.  Bernardo  Lux,  of  Rome,  entitled,  "  Morfologia 
del  Cranio  dei  Teleostei."-  It  will  be  complete  in 
about  twelve  parts,  and  treats  on  the  anatomy  of 
the  skulls  of  the  different  kinds  of  fish,;  The  author. 
Professor  Supino,  gives  coloured  plates  of  the 
skulls,  and  his  work  wUl  be  of  interest  to  all  ichthy- 
ologists.; 

The  Bad  Boll  Fishing  Club. 

Is  this  club  still  in  existence  7  If  so,  would  one 
of  the  members  kindly  send  me  particulars  respect- 
ing it,  as  I  have  been  asked  about  it  once  or  twice 
lately.  I  referred  them  to  Herr  Bogner  at  th© 
hotel,  but  he  seems  to  know  nothing  about  the  club, 
only  about  the  water, Vhich  visitors  staying  at  the 
hotel  can  fish. 

Long  Fishing  Gut  from  the  Far  East. 

On  several  occasions  Fishing  Gazette  corre 
spondents  have  kindly  sent  me  samples  of  the  very 
long  silkworm guttheyhavecome  across  in  China  and 
Japan.  This  gut  is  sometimes  over  6ft.  in  length, 
all  in  one  piece,  very  nice  to  look 'at,  but  unfortu 
nately  of  very  poor  strength — it  would  be  more 
correct  to  say  of  very  great  weakness.  Wishing  to 
find  out  something  about  it,  I  asked  Mr.  A.  Diosy, 
the  founder  of  the  Japan  Society,  if  he  could  help 
me,  and  he  referred  me  to  Mr.  F.  M.  Jonas,  of  Osaka, 
Japan.  In  reply  to  some  questions  of  mine,  Mrj 
Jonas  kindly  sent  the  following  letter  : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — No  silkworm  gut  is  made  in  Japan  ; 
it  is  all  imported  from  China  in  the  rough,  and  i» 
•orted  and  rubbed  down  here;  It  is  made  from  one 
of  the  large  wild  bombyces,  and  is  imported  in  large 
quantities,  as  the  Japanese  are  great  fishermen,  both 
for  pleasure  and  gain.  Nearly  all  the  rod  fishing  is 
done  with  the  tight  line,  the  use  of  a  reel  being  un- 
known. All  rods  are  made  from  the  bamboo, 
special  sorts  being  grown  for  tops,  and  they  are 
very  pliant  and  strong.  It  was  with  a  Japanese 
bamboo  top-joint  to  my  rod  that  I  captured  a  pike 
of  26|lb.  in  the  River  Lea,  at  Dobb's  Weir,  in  1891 
whilst  on  a  visit  home.  I  know  this  fish  had  broken 
several  fishermen  before  I  had  the  luck  to  take  it, 
and  I  put  it  down  to  my  Japanese  top;  This  fish 
is  to  be  seen  at  the  Gresham  Angling  Society's 
rooms.  Most  fishing  in  Japan  is  done  with  the 
ledger  or  the  float;  Fly  fishing  is  only  practised  by 
a  few,  and  that  only  for  small  fish.-   Trout  are 


found  in  a  few  of  the  mountain  streams  and  lakesj 
but  the  large  salmonidse  are  nearly  always  netted. 

"  There  are  no  fishing  laws  or  close  season,  so  th© 
rivers  and  lakes  are  gradually  getting  denuded  of 
fish;  With  proper  laws  and  a  close  season  and 
plenty  of  breeding  this  country  could  be  made  a 
paradise  for  anglers: 

I  enclose  a  few  strands  of  gut ;  the  longer  casti 
9b;  per  100  strands,  and  the  shorter  58.  per  100; 

"  Yes,  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  war  has  come,  and 
so  far  we  have  got  the  best  of  it  (I  have  been  so  long 
in  Japan  that  I  almost  think  myself  one  of  them), 
and  in  my  opinion  this  country  will  gain  in  the  long 
run,  as  they  are  deadly  in  earnest  and  are  thoroughly 
prepared,  and  there  is  no  mistaking  their  bravery  ; 
in  fact,  I  am  afraid  they  -will  be  too  brave,  thereby 
running  risks  that  were  better  avoided. — Yours 
faithfully,'  "  F.;  M-:  Jonas^ 

"  Osaka.-J 


A  Note  from  Lancaster.  * 

Writing  from  Lancaster,  on  April  27,  Mr^ 
Phillips  says : — 

'  The  trout  season  has  opened  very  badly  up 
here;  Its  striking  feature  is  its  '  erraticness,'  if  I 
may  coin  a  word;  One  day  you  get  half-a-dozen 
good  fish  or  more,  and  then  the  next,  with  condi- 
tions apparently  even  more  favourable,  you  draw  a 
blanks  Up  to  now  the  weather  has  been  much  too 
cold..'.2 

Sport  at  Llandrindod  Wells. 

A  correspondent  who  has  been  fishing  at  Llan- 
drindod Wells  writes : — 

"  As  you  know,  the  river  at  Llandrindod  Wells  is 
a  very  difficult  one  to  fish,  and  often  out  of  order, 
but  in  eight  days'  fishing  I  got  sixteen  and  a  half 
brace  of  trout,  averaging  three  to  the  pound, 
besides  putting  back  very  many  smaller  fish,  my 
best  day  being  four  and  a  half  brace;  There  was  a 
gentleman  staying  at  the  hotel  who  is  a  very  fine 
wet-fly  fisherman  and  thoroughly  acquainted  -with 
the  river,  besides  being  comparatively  young  and 
active,  and  he  got  splendid  baskets,  his  best  day 
being  121b;  of  good  trout;  There  are  evidently 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  river.-i 

Spring  in  a  London  Garden. 

How  is  it  with  the  rest  of  the  world  ?  We  have 
hardly  been  out  of  London  this  spring,  and  are 
wondering  whether  things  are  more  forward  else- 
where. By  things  we  mean  trees,  flowers,  bees, 
vegetables,  birds.  We  Uve  within  three  miles  of  St, 
Paul's.  Our  asparagus  bed,  now  two  years  old, 
shows  shoots  a  foot  high ;  the  wallflowers  are  a 
blaze  of  colour,  from  bright  yellow  to  warm  rich  reds 
and  violet-like  velvet ;  the  pansies  are  in  flower; 
Here's  ivy  from  Chepstow  Castle  locking  healthy 
enough,  and  kingcups  in  flower,  brought  two  springs 
ago  from  the  banks  of  the  Tweed.  The  Michaelmas 
daisies  are  quite  a  foot  out  of  the  ground  ;  the  Uly 
of  the  valley  is  almost  in  blossom ;  bachelors' 
buttons  and  Leopold's  bane  are  with  us  again.  The 
show  of  apple  blossom  we  have  just  now  is  wonder- 
ful ;  the  pear-trees  have  shed  theirs,  and  the  fruit 
is  "setting"  nicely,  as  are  also  the  cherries  and 
currants ;  gooseberries  are  half  pie  size.  Holly- 
hocks and  sunflowers  are  climbing  up ;  the  roses 
are  in  leaf  and  showing  buds  ;  so  are  the  lilacs  and 
mays;  Our  peas  promise  well,  and  last  year's  leeks 
still  make  a  brave  show,  and  are  as  good  as  seakail — 
almost;  Here  in  one  bed  are  cowslips  from  Winder- 
mere, primulas  from  Floors  Castle,  and  London- 
pride,  all  in  healthy  bloomy  Our  narcissus  and 
American  currant  are  over.  The  hme  trees  are 
covered  with  delicious  young  leaves;  Our  rhubarb 
bed  has  already  fille'd  delightful  tarts.  Purple 
sprouting  broccoli,  young  turnip-tops,  and  cm-ly- 
kail  afford  us  better  green  focd  than  we  can  buy. 
The  oak  is  so  well  out  that  you  can  hardly  see 
through  it ;  even  the  walnut,  the  latest  of  our  trees, 
is  gx-owing  young  leaves.  As  for  the  birds,  the 
young  blackbirds  and  thrushes  are  fledged ;  a  robin 
is  feeding  four  youngsters  in  the  rockwork  of  the 
fernery,  so  tame  that  she  wiU  almost  let  you  touch 
her  on  the  nest;  A  swallow  passed  overhead 
just  now ;  the  cuckoo,  a  regtilar  visitor,  has  been 
heard  for  a  week  past ;  bees  and  butterflies  are  busy 
revelling  in  the  warm  sunshine  of  this  lovely  May 
Day  1904;  Alas  !  before  another  May  Day,  spring 
in  our  garden  have  been  wiped  out  by  bricks 
and  mortar;  B;  MAESTONi 
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THE  WEATHEE  IN  NOEWAY. 


Second  Weekly  Weathbb  Rbportj 

The  telegrams  to-day  report:  Namsen;  Gula 
and  Orkla  (Trondhjem),  and  Ohristiansund  and 
Sundal  districts — The  rivers  are  all  low  and  the 
weather  colder,"  In  Bergen  district  —  a  The 
weather  is  dry  and  fine,  with  warmer  weather*" 
Mandal  (Ohristiansand  South) — ;;The  rivers  are 
big,  principally  from  cold  rainj" 

May  2i  '  James  Dowellj 


IS  SINKING  A  TEOUT  FLY  WITH 
SHOT  FAIE  FLY  FISHING? 


"  Sinking  a  Trout  Fly.-  ' 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  Field.- 

"  Sir, — I  have  had  the  privilege  for  some  years 
of  fishing  a  fine  trout  stream  as  the  guest  of  its 
owner.  In  the  Easter  of  last  year  there  was  a  house 
party  at  the  manor,  and,  as  I  happened  to  be  more 
lucky  than  the  other  fishermen,  I  ventured  to  show 
them  on  the  evening  of  our  breaking  up  what  I 
thought  was  the  reason.  The  fish,  as  is  their  wont 
at  this  early  time  of  year,  were  feeding  on  ground 
food  at  the  bottom,  and  were  therefore  intent  with 
their  eyes  downwards  rather  than  upwards;  I  had 
therefore  sunk  my  fly  by  means  of  a  fine  shot  on 
the  cast,  so  as  to  bring  it  well  within  their  sphere  of 
attention.  On  going  down  again  this  Easter,  my 
host  (who  is  really  too  old  a  friend  to  seriously  mind 
my  ways)  told  me  that  this  method  of  sinking  the 
fly  had  recently  been  stigmatised  in  your  columns 
as  illegitimate.  I  have  roughly  looked  through 
your  issues  since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  have 
failed  to  find  the  denunciation  to  which  he  alluded. 

"  I  abominate  the  least  unfairness  towards  a  fish, 
and  have  always  regarded  the  trout  as  a  friend 
against  whom  I  would  not  take  the  slightest  common 
advantage.  With  the  exception  of  minnow  spin- 
ning on  the  Thames,  which  is  quite  outside  the 
customary  categor}'-,  I  have  never  used  any  lure 
other  than  the  fair  fly,  and,  what  is  more,  I 
never  want  to  take  any  fish  from  a  water  except 
those  actually  intended  for  food.  But  for  all  this  I 
cannot  see  that  it  is  illegitimate  to  place  your  fly  at 
the  precise  depth  at  which  it  will  attract  the  most 
captivating  attentions.  Later  on  in  the  year,  when 
the  fish  fix  their  regards  upwards,  the  election  of  an 
unbiased  dry  or  wet  fly  becomes  an  artistic  matter 
of  judgment.  But  in  the  earlier  months,  on  days 
when  the  fish  are  neither  rising  at  the  surface  nor 
taking  a  drowned  fly  a  few  inches  below,  it  has 
always  seemed  to  me  to  be  perfectly  legitimate  to 
sink  the  fly  to  the  level  of  their  attentions,  and  I 
believe  this  practice  has  the  sanction  of  those  autho- 
ritative writers  who  have  laid  down  the  right  laws 
of  fronting.  The  more  acknowledged  restrictions 
there  are  against  taking  unfair  advantages  of  the 
fishes  the  better,  but  I  cannot  see  that  it  is  unfair 
to  carry  the  fly  straight  down  into  their  feeding 
precincts.  One  is  always  open  to  new  convictions, 
however,  and  I  should  be  grateful  if  you  will  tell  me 
where  I  shall  find  reasonable  arguments  against  this 
practice:  "  Heather  Bigg. 

"  [The  point  raised  by  our  correspondent  is  not 
one  on  which  it  is  possible  to  pronounce  ex  cathedra^ 
Speaking  roughly,  however,  we  should  say  that  the 
occasional  use  of  a  fly  sunk  in  the  manner  described 
is  not  iUegitimate ;  the  abuse  of  it  might  become 
so.  But  the  nature  of  the  fishery  on  which  it  is 
employed,  the  feelings  of  its  owner,  the  character  of 
the  trout,  and  other  matters,  all  ought  to  be  taken 
into  consideration.  '  Sinking  the  fly '  is  a  common 
formula  in  both  salmon  and  trout  fishing.  There  is, 
however,  a  prevailing  prejudice  against  the  use  of 
shot  or  lead  wire  for  sinking  a  fly. — Ed.  Field.]  " 

I  think  that  most  fly  fishers  will  endorse  the  views 
of  the  editor  of  the  Field.  It  is  quite  certain  such 
a  good  sportsman  as  Mr.  Heather  Bigg  would  not 
adopt  any  unfair  dodge  in  fishing — that  is,  if  it  was 
known  to  him  to  be  unfair.  Sinking  a  fly  is  per- 
fectly legitimate,  and  in  salmon  fishing  imperative 
in  most  cases — in  smafl,  shallow  salmon  rivers  it  is 
often  better  to  keep  it  near  the  surface.  But  the 
addition  of  shot  or  any  form  of  lead  to  sink  the  fly 
.should  never  be  countenanced  by  anyone  who 
claims  to  kill  his  fish  by  fair  fly  fishing.  Of  course, 
if  any  method  of  fishing  with  any  bait  is  allowed,  it 
is  all  right,  so  long  as  the  angler  explains,  as  Mr. 
Bigg  did,  how  he  gets  bis  fishi  and  does  not  let  his 


less  fortunate  friends  infer  that  he  caught  the  fish 
in  the  usual  fly-fishing  method.- 

On  a  water  where  fly  only  is  allowed,  and  where 
the  Alexandra  and  other  large  flies  are  not  allowed, 
it  is  certain  that  adding  shot  or  load  to  sink  the  fly, 
or  even  purposely  allowing  the  fly  to  sink  more  than 
an  inch  or  two,  would  be  questioned,  and  if  persisted 
in,  reported  by  any  keeper  who  wanted  to  keep  his 
place.  It  would  then  depend  on  the  owner  of  the 
water  to  say  if  he  permitted  "still  fishing"  and 
leading  the  fly  on  his  water.  It  is  not  merely  that 
such  methods  are  a  departure  from  ordinary  fly 
fishing,  but  they  are  well  kno^vn  to  be  used  by 
poachers,  who  make  the  fish  take  the  hook  any- 
where and  anyhow. — R.  B.  M. 

WADHAM'S  "AQUATIC  WEED 
CUTTEE." 
Registered  No,  9431/04j 

This  simple  weed-cutting  machine  can  be  worked 
from  either  punt  or  boat,  and  is  suitable  for  any 
species  of  weed  in  lake  or  river;  It  requires  but 
one  man  to  work  it,  and  the  machine  will  cut 
weeds  in  shallow  water  equally  as  well  as  in  deep. 
The  adjustment  of  the  knives  from  three  inches  to 
eight  feet  deep  can  be  made  in  a  few  seconds^ 

The  knives  have  a  4ft.  Sin.  cutting  surface,  and 
the  time  it  takes  to  mow  down  weeds  (so  thick 


that  it  is  a  difficult  matter  to  push  the  punt 
through)  for  a  distance  of  fifty  yards  is  one  minute. 

It  matters  not  which  way  the  weeds  are  attacked, 
for  the  machine  will  cut  either  backwards  or 
forwards,  and  there  is  no  framework  projecting 
into  ithe  water  to  foul  the  cut  weeds,  but  simply  a 
single  rod  to  which  the  knives  are  attached; 

I  have  seen  this  very  simple,  effective,  and 
inexpensive  weed  cutter  at  work,  and  I  am  certain 
it  will  be  found  a  great  boon  on  any  water  where 
weeds  are  a  nuisance;  Particulars  can  be  had  of 
the  inventor  and  patentee,  Mr.  Percy  Wadham, 
pisciculturist,  Carisbrooke-road,  Newport,  L  of  W. 

R,  B,  Marstonj 


Irish  Rural  Industries. — The  progress  of 
dairy  farming,  poultry,  beekeeping,  fruit-growing, 
etc.,  in  the  South  of  Ireland  will  be  fully  dealt 
with  in  an  Irish  number  of  the  Profitable  Farm 
and  Garden  on  Saturday,  May  14;  The  literary 
features  will  include  a  tour  through  the  counties  of 
Wicklow,  Tipperary,  Cork,  Limerick,  etc.,  by  the 
Editor;  and  a  number  of  special  articles  written 
by  experts  who  have  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
needs  of  the  Irish  farmer;  Bacon-curing,  the 
Irish  creameries;  and  the  various  Irish  rural 
industries  will  be  fully  described  and  illustrated, 
and  a  coloured  plate  of  a  Prize  Dexter  Bull  will 
be  given;  The  price  of  the  number  will  be  one 
pennyj 


THE  GEANNOM  ON  THE 
LAMBOUEN. 

It  is  not  every  water  which  can  boast  of  a  rise  of 
Grannom — that  curious  little  fly,  a  member  of  the 
Phryganidee  or  sedge  class,  with  a  dull  leaden  colour 
body,  dark  legs,  light  mottled  wings,  and,  in  the 
case  of  females,  a  bunch  of  green  eggs  where  the 
setse  are  found  in  the  Ephemeridse.  The  larvae  is 
enclosed  in  a  little  green  casket  or  cylinder  and  is 
attached  to  weeds  ;  but  somewhere  about  April  15 
in  the  south  the  nymph  rises  to  the  surface  of  the 
water,  bursts  its  bonds,  and  becomes  a  perfect  fly, 
if  it  has  not  been  seized  in  its  upward  progress  by  a 
hungry  trout;  On  streams  where  the  Grannom  is 
at  home  a  good  rise  is  a  sight  to  be  seen  and  long 
remembered;  It  is  recorded  that  at  Ham  Bridge 
the  fly  on  one  occasion  was  so  thick  in  the  air  that 
one  coifld  barely  see  across  the  other  side  of  the 
Kermet  there,  and  certainly  could  not  distinguish  a 
person  standing  on  the  opposite  bank.  The  surface 
of  the  river,  too,  was  so  covered  with  husks  that  the 
bottom,  easily  chscemible  through  the  crystal  water, 
was  obscured  from  view.  At  the  same  time  the 
sport  which  trout  yield  while  the  Greentail  is  on  is  of 
a  most  uncertain  and  frequently  disappointing 
character.  This  is  the  more  surprising  considering 
that  the  angler  has  everything  in  his  favour.  Trout 
at  the  very  beginning  of  the  season  are  utterly 


oblivious  to  gut ;  the  finest  of  finS  points  are  uime- 
cessary,  and  fish,  as  a  rule,  rise  fearlessly  and  take 
well  after  their  six  months'  holiday  from  the  fly- 
fishers'  attentions;  But  something  generally  occurs 
to  spoil  the  Grannom  fishing.  It  may  be,  as  has 
happened  more  than  once  on  the  pretty  Lambourn, 
that  gales  of  wind  have  whisked  away  every  fly  the 
moment  it  has  come  to  life,  and  the  fish  have  not 
had  the  ghost  of  a  chance  of  sampling  one.  At 
other  times  the  trout  have  cast  a  disdainful  eye  at 
the  myriads  of  light-winged  insects  which  have 
made  their  appearance;  Though  the  weather  may 
have  been  all  to  the  angler's  advantage,  the  fishing 
has  proved  more  or  less  a  failure.  This  certainly 
was  the  case  in  the  present  year  of  grace. 

Numbers  of  capable  fly-fishers  foregathered  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  at  Newbury 
upon  receiving  the  intelligence  that  the  fly  was  up; 
For  three  days  previously  to  their  appearance  the 
Grannom  had  been  out  and  about,  and  fish  had 
actually  been  taken  on  imitations  of  the  real  article; 
With  a  balmy  wind  from  the  south,  a  grand  head 
of  water,  and  a  breeze  sufficient  to  just  ruffle  its 
surface,  there  were,  amongst  those  assembled, 
visions  of  heavy  baskets  of  big  trout.  The  upholder 
of  the  exact  imitation  theory  in  the  matter  of  flies 
would  have  received  a  severe  shock  had  he  seen 
some  of  the  numerous  patterns  of  the  Grannom 
presented  to  the  trout;  There  were  Grannoms  with 
light  bodies  and  light  hackles,  others  with  dark 
bodies  and  dark  hackles  ;  Grannoms  bodied  with  fur 
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from  the  hare's  face  ribbed  with  gold  wire  and 
dressed  with  flat  wings,  after  the  idea  of  the  author 
of  "  Old  Flies  in  New  Dresses,"-  Grannoms  with 
peacock,  condor  quill,  and  silk  bodies  hackled 
with  various  shades  of  ginger  and  red.  The  majority 
were  built  to  cock  like  the  Ephemeridse  ;  others  to 
represent  the  fly  "  at  rest."  Though  these  imita- 
tions secured  a  few  undersized  fish,  the  best  dressing 
appeared  to  be  one  where  the  eggs  were  represented 
by  a  couple  of  turns  of  white  ostrich  dyed  blue-green, 
a  body  of  dark  heron  herl,  wings  from  the  hen  phea- 
sant, and  legs  either  brown  badger  or  Coch-y- 
Bondhu  hackle.  This  last  resembled  in  every 
respect  the  colour  of  the  fly  out  at  the  time,  and 
when  placed  side  by  side  of  the  original  could  hardly 
have  been  detected  from  it.  But  what  can  be  said 
of  the  fishing  itself  ?  The  river  is  full  of  trout. 
One  had  only  to  saimter  along  the  bank  up  stream 
to  see  fish  after  fish,  scaling  nearer  21b.  than  lib.  8oz., 
dart  away  from  the  side  every  few  yards,  and  take 
refuge  in  a  neighbouring  weed  patch.  On  the  third 
day  of  the  rise  small  fish  were  busy,  but  the  bigger 
ones  lay  low.  On  the  fourth  day,  instead  of  the  rods 
bringing  in  each  their  allowable  quantity  of  a  couple 
of  brace,  three  trout  only  of  a  retainable  size  were 
creeled.  There  was  nothing  to  account  for  the 
perversity  of  the  fish.  The  fifth  day  was  even  worse 
than  its  immediate  predecessor.  Grannom  were  out 
in  abimdance.  Medium  Olives  helped  to  swell  the 
insect  food  available,  and  an  odd  sedge  (excep- 
tionally early  for  this  fly)  appeared  at  intervals.  But 
scarcely  a  fin  moved  from  morn  till  night.  An  occa- 
sional bulging  fish  was  observed,  and  a  gold-ribbed 
hare's  ear  accounted  for  some  of  the  nymph-feeding 
trout,  but  the  Graimom,  as  a  lure,  was  a  dismal 
failure,  the  fish  seeming  to  be  glued  to  the  bottom  of 
the  river  or  hiding  sulkily  in  the  weeds.  Matters  did 
not  improve  during  the  whole  week  or  more  the  fly 
was  on,  and  1904  may  be  added  to  an  already  long 
list  of  tmsatisfactory  Grannom  seasons.  It  is  not 
always  well  to  be  optimistic,  especially  in  matters 
piscatorial.  As  concerns  Grannom  events  have  so 
often  shown  that  he  who  has  many  doubts  and  mis- 
givings as  to  the  sport  to  be  obtained  during  the 
brief  life  of  the  Greentail  is  right  in  decrying  it  alto- 
gether. One  cannot  and  should  not  count  upon 
sport  while  the  Grannom  is  in  evidence.  It  does  not 
do  to  be  over  sanguine  in  this  particular  matter. 
Those  who  are  so  have  a  warning  before  their  eyes 
in  the  sad  story  of  Thomson's  dog.  Hearing  one 
fine  morning  well-known  footsteps  approaching  at 
the  hour  for  his  breakfast,  the  animal  rushed  out  in 
eager  expectation  of  ha\-ing  a  meal — but,  alas,  in 
lieu  of  a  glorious  feast  he  was  taken  Out  and  hanged  ! 
Let  the  Grannom  fisher  rather  remember  the  self- 
evident  pronouncement — not  one  of  the  Beatitudes 
— •"  Blessed  is  he  that  expecteth  nothing  ;  he'll 
never  be  disappointed."  Should  the  fly  resolve 
itself  into  a  delvision  and  a  snare  he  will  not  then 
come  away  from  the  water  feeling  aggrieved  and 
disgusted  at  the  non-success  of  his  painstaking  and 
arduous  efforts  amongst  April  trout  during  the  week 
of  the  fraudful  and  yet  fascinating  rise  of  the  quaint 
and  beautiful  Greentail.  The  Chiel. 


MINNOW-SPINNING  FOR  TEOUT. 

The  natural  dead  minnow  is  better  than  the 
artificial  minnow  as  a  lure  for  trout,  and  when  fish 
are  shy,  and  the  water  very  clear,  the  real  miimow 
no  douVjt  obtaias  many  more  "  runs  "  than  the 
artificial ;  but  a  good  artificial  minnow  has  advan- 
tages of  its  own.  It  saves  the  troublesome  necessity 
of  catching  minnows,  and  the  disagreeable  one  of 
baiting  and  constantly  rebaiting  the  tackle  with 
every  trout  that  is  taken. 

A  good  artificial  minnow  is  one  which  is  heavy 
enough  to  sink  rapidly  when  it  reaches  the  water, 
hich  "  spins  "  freely,  and  which  has  one  triangle 
hooks  fixed  about  an  inch  behind  the  tail.  Many 
trout  Vjite  short  at  the  artificial  lure,  and  the  trailing- 
liooks  often  secure  such  fish.  These  various  con- 
'litioas  are  combined  in  several  artificial  minnows 
sold  in  the  shops.  One  of  the  best  is  a  small  minnow, 
not  more  than  IJin.,  or  IJin.  in  length,  and  is  gene- 
rally painted  to  represent  a  real  minnow,  but  the 
best  varieties  of  it  are  cither  gilt  all  over  or  plated. 
The  gold  is  for  clear  water,  the  silver  for  water 
coloured  by  a  flood. 

With  such  a  lure,  a  single-handed  fly-rod,  a  fine 
'''  trace"  1^  yard  in  length,  and  a  line  not  longer 
than  the  rod,  and  in  a  river  whose  waters  are  low 
and  clear,  and  can  be  commanded  from  the  bank, 
or  Btill  better  waded  through,  minnow-fishing  is  a 


difiicult  and  a  satisfactory  branch  of  the  art  of  trout- 
fishing.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  what  some  admirers 
of  angling  are  pleased  to  call  so  "  elegant  "  a  pro- 
ceeding as  fly-fishing,  but  it  is  far  less  mechanical ; 
it  is  not  so  much  a  matter  of  rote:  The  fly-fisher 
often  makes  a  dozen  or  so  of  casts  alike  ;  not  so  the 
minnow-fisher,  with  him  almost  every  throw  of  the 
minnow  differs  from  its  predecessor. 

The  minnow,  natural  or  artificial,  is  cast  under- 
hand, not  overhead  as  in  fly-fishing.  The  angler 
must  learn  to  "  throw  to  a  hair's  breadth."-  He 
must  let  his  minnow  faU  lightly  and  noiselessly  as 
a  flake  of  snow  on  the  water;  He  must  "  spin  "- 
liis  lure  as  low  in  the  water  as  is  possible  without 
entangling  it  in  the  weeds  or  stones  at  the  bottom. 
He  must  draw  it  across  the  current  wherever  he  can, 
down  stream  if  it  is  unavoidable,  but  never  against 
the  stream.  Now  to  do  all  this  while  one  is  wading 
over  knee-deep  up  a  strong  stream,  with  a  most 
precarious  footing  of  slippery  stones,  is  no  child's 
play.  It  is  by  no  means  such  a  leisurely  pursuit  as 
fly-fishing  from  the  bank.  A  man  needs  to  have  a 
quick  eye  and  hand,  and  great  knowledge  of  the 
haunts  and  habits  of  the  trout,  to  make  a  good 
minnow-fisher  of  this  sort.  It  is  not  a  kind  of 
minnow-fishing  that  one  often  sees.  It  is  not  of  the 
old-fashioned  sort,  which  consists  in  fishing  from 
the  bank  with  a  very  stiff,  cumbrous,  two-handed 
rod,  and  in  throwing  a  long  line.  Such  a  minnow- 
fisher,  as  a  rule,  has  little  sport,  except  when  the 
river  is  full,  and  the  water  coloured  enough  to  hide 
him  and  his  lure  from  the  sight  of  the  fish. 

To  watch  a  really  good  minnow-fisherman,  of 
what  I  will  call  the  scientific  school,  at  work  is  very 
interesting,  and  far  more  instructive  as  to  the 
haunts  of  the  trout  and  the  way  of  catching  them 
than  all  I  have  written  or  am  ever  likely  to  write 
of  the  art.  An  instinct  seems  to  tell  him  exactly 
where  the  largest  trout  are  lying.  He  passes 
rapidly  through  the  shallow  rapid  water  without 
deigning  a  single  cast,  pauses  for  a  moment  at  where 
two  ledges  of  rock  run  parallel  for  a  few  feet  in  the 
centre  of  the  river,  and  where  the  water  flows  like  a 
mill-race  in  the  narrow  channel  between.  He  lets 
his  minnow  light  in  the  water  just  above,  and  he 
draws  it  like  lightning  through  the  rapid  stream. 
It  seems  impossible  that  anything  with  fins  can 
poise  itself  in  such  a  rush  of  water,  but  he  has 
guessed  that  the  water  has  scooped  a  hollow  in 
the  side  of  the  narrow  trough  of  rock.  He  is  right ; 
a  great  31b.  trout  flashes  out  from  his  hiding-place, 
seizes  the  bait,  and  in  another  minute  is  tumbling 
and  rolling  over  and  over  in  the  shallow  stream. 
The  angler  walks  down  stream  to  the  shore,  and 
lands  the  fish,  almost  by  main  force,  for  in  minnow- 
fishing  the  hold  is  good,  and  the  tackle  strong,  and 
far  less  play  need  be  given  than  in  fly-fishing. 

In  minnow-fishing,  quick  striking — that  high 
qualification  of  a  fly-fisher — often  loses  the  fish,  by 
jerking  the  tackle  out  of  his  mouth.  It  is  often  not 
necessary  to  strike  at  all,  for  as  a  rule  the  tackle  is 
moving  rapidly  through  the  water  when  the  fish 
takes,  and  this  constitutes  a  strike  of  itself.  In 
minnow-fishing  we  often  see  the  shadowy  form  of 
the  fish  shoot  through  the  watery  depths  towards 
the  lure.  Sometimes  he  stops  short,  suspecting 
something  not  quite  natural  in  its  look  or  its  move- 
ment, hesitates,  perhaps  disappears — perhaps  rushes 
on  it  again  and  seizes  it.  All  this  adds  greatly  to 
the  excitement  of  minnow-spinning; 

Then  much  larger  and  stronger  fish  are  taken 
with  the  minnow  than  with  the  fly,  for  it  is  within 
my  certain  knowledge  that  many  trout,  growing 
old,  grow  either  too  dainty  to  take  flies  at  all,  or 
perhaps  too  wary  to  be  deceived  with  artificial  ones. 
Such  fish  cannot  resist  the  swift  dart  through  the 
water  of  the  angler's  minnow.  It  is  this  chance  of 
catching  the  monsters  of  the  stream  which  gives 
to  minnow-fishing  its  chief  fascination,  for,  as  a  rule, 
a  basket  can  be  far  sooner  filled  with  the  fly  than 
with  the  minnow. 

Now  we  have  to  pass  rapidly  up  the  river  whose 
course  we  have  followed  down,  in  order  that  we  may 
notice  those  parts  of  it  which  are  best  suited  for  the 
minnow; 

Where  the  water  runs  deep  and  still  past  alder- 
margined  banks  there  are  few  opportunities  to  use 
our  present  lure  ;  but  when  we  come  to  where  the 
banks  are  free  of  bushes  and  the  water  currents 
swift,  and  the  surface  broken  into  ripples  and  waves, 
wo  can  cast  with '  some  chance  of  success  ;  also 
wherever  a  brook  enters  the  river,  particularly  if  it 
enters  with  a  fall.  Here  it  will  alwaj'S  create  a 
deepening  of  the  bed,  where  some  tiny  whirlpool  is 
formed  with  the  river  current.    In  such  places  one 


or  two  good  fish  are  sure  to  be  found;  Wherever; 
too,  a  sunken  ledge  dams  the  waters  above  and 
causes  them  to  swirl  and  tumble  down  the  natural 
weir,  just  below  this,  as  they  steady  again  and 
before  all  the  foam  bubbles  have  burst,  the  mirmow 
can  be  thrown  and  spun  carefully  across  the  river. 
Or,  if  the  whole  stream  is  narrowed  by  its  rocky 
dykes,  and  the  waterway  is  deep  and  the  current 
strong,  the  heavier  trout  will  bo  poised  in  it  on  the 
look-out  for  food; 

Presently  we  reach  the  great  rock-girdled  pool 
where  we  caught  the  large  trout  in  the  morning. 
It  is  no  longer  the  gloomy  spot  that  it  seemed 
when  it  was  shadowed  from  the  eastern  sun.  The 
evening  sun  now  glints  obliquely  upon  the  foaming 
waterfall,  gleams  into  the  depths  of  the  pool,  brings 
out  the  rich  rock-colouring,  and  creates  tiny  rain- 
bows in  every  cloud  of  spray  ;  but  the  true  angler 
has  little  regard  for  the  beauties  of  Nature,  and  a 
mill-weir  fit  for  a  Constable  to  paint,  or  a  tree- 
margined  river  that  old  Gromc  might  have  delighted 
in,  are  delightful  to  him  only  because  they  may 
harbour  a  noble  trout  or  pike;  I  have  myself  a 
perfect  sympathy  with  this  exclusiveness.  If  I 
seem  for  a  moment  to  dwell  upon  the  aspects  of 
Nature  from  an  sesthetic  standpoint,  it  is  only  that 
I  wish  to  keep  in  view  the  business  in  hand 
and  to  impress  upon  the  reader  where  to  expect 
and  where  not  to  look  for  this  wily  and  dainty  fish. 
In  this  same  pool  he  will  find  him  of  a  certainty 
accessible  to  the  seduction  of  the  minnow ;  so  also 
he  may  pick  up  a  trout  or  two  in  the  ditch-like 
peaty  stream  which  lies  above  the  cataract; 

In  the  rocky,  upland  stream  beyond  he  will  get 
many  a  chance  at  the  foot  of  every  rapid,  where  the 
water  is  deep  and  the  current  strong,  and  wherever 
hollow  bank,  tree  stump,  or  rock  affords  a  "  holt " 
for  the  lurking  fish  ;  and  he  will  take  his  very  last 
trout  at  the  tiny  pool  where  he  began  to  fish  in  the 
morning — the  last  haunt  of  sizeable  fish  ;  beyond 
which  the  stream  is,  we  know,  but  a  brooklet,  then 
a  rill  in  a  mountain  dell,  and  beyond  that  a  mere 
thread  of  water  on  a  heathery  hillside; 

A  man,  be  his  impressionability  to  Nature  as  dull 
as  can  be,  does  not  travel  twice  or  thrice  along  the 
banks  of  such  a  stream  as  this — it  is,  as  the  reader 
may  guess,  no  figment  of  the  writer's  brain,  but  a 
real  river,  with  real  water  and  real  trout  in  it,  that 
he  has  had  to  do  with — without  becoming  somehow 
impenetrated  with  the  genius  loci: 

Fishing  often  in  the  same  river,  a  man  gets  to 
know,  by  a  sort  of  instinct,  more  than  any  stranger 
fisherman  can  discover;  The  ways  and  moods  of  its 
denizens  cease  to  seem  capricious  to  him  ;  he  knows 
how  the  wind,  the  sunshine,  the  clouds,  the  thunder 
or  the  rain  will  influence  them;  Every  nook  on  its 
banks  is  familiar  to  him;  Standing  once  on  this 
very  spot  he  caught  the  largest  trout  ever  seen  in 
the  river  ;  here  he  will  remember  to  have  rested  in 
the  overpowering  heat  one  day  in  August ;  the 
spray  at  this  waterfall  strikes  deliciously  cold 
against  his  face  as  he  remembers  it  did  when  he  was 
a  boy  ;  the  breeze  blew  this  very  scent  of  hawthorn 
to  him  one  spring  day  a  dozen  years  ago;  So  does 
the  very  spirit  of  the  river  grow  to  be,  in  a  way, 
part  of  him;  He  cherishes  his  memories  of  it  as  a 
man  keeps  some  precious  acquisition ;  and  if,  in 
after  years,  through  some  fate  or  some  misfortune, 
he  knows  that  he  will  never  walk  on  its  banks  again, 
he  will  not  the  less  be  glad  to  recall  these  pleasant 
memories,  unless,  indeed,  he  be  a  singularly  melan- 
choly person,  and  a  self-tormenting  one,  whose 
conceit  it  feeds  to  grow  lugubrious  over  the  greener 
spots  in  his  past  existence.       John  Latotjche. 


ANGLEES  ONE  MEETS. 

"  Yes,  this  is  a  grand  river  for  salmon.''  I 
thought  it  was  a  grand  river  for  other  things  also. 
It  was  my  last  day  with  J.,  and  he  proposed  to 
drive  to  Dolben  and  try  the  Elwy.  The  water  was 
clear,  the  wind  and  sky  likely,  but,  alas!  the  in- 
evitable hindrances  delayed  our  departure,  and 
when  I  finally  got  my  line  on  the  water  two  and  a 
half  miles  above  J;,  it  was  12.30,  and  a  rise  I  could 
not  get  "  put  together  "  for  in  time  just  terminated; 
We  neither  of  us  had  waders,  and  found  that  length 
of  the  river  had  not  been  cleared,  as  we  had  been 
told,  by  the  new  association; 

Beginning  below  some  lovely-looking  places  out 
of  reach,  with  my  eye  on  the  narrowing  tail  of  the 
pool  for  the  rings  under  the  far-side  bushes,  where 
a  fish  surely  would  be,  that  I  could  just  reach  in 
about  twenty  throws'  time,  I  heard  a  soft,  floppy 
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footfall,  and  saw  for  the  first  time^  but  by  no  means 
the  last  that  day,  the  brother  angler  Who  uttered 
the  words  at  the  head  of  this  article;  He  was  clad 
in  true  fishing  garb,  and  his  legs  were  encased  in 
black  rubber  thigh  waders.  Without  a  word  he 
hurried  past  me  over  the  gravel  bed,  and  with 
feverish  hasto  began  to  get  a  long  line  out  to  the 
likely  pool  past  the  bushes,  not  more  than  a  cricket 
pitch  from  me  at  the  most.  Wliat  happened  1 
do  not  know,  but  he  just  as  suddenly  knelt  reverently 
for  a  minute  or  so  on  one  knee,  praying,  I  thought, 
over  his  flies ;  then  reeling  up,  retired  to  a  grassy 
bank  imder  a  wall  close  to. 

I  fished  on,  found  a  trout  about  6oz.  opposite  the 
coveted  stand,  got  it  half-way  across,  and  lost  it  (a 
performance  several  times  to  be  repeated  that  day), 
but  did  not  return  thanks.  Winding  up  and  turning 
to  regain  the  path,  I  found  my  new  companion  had 
been  joined  by  a  friend  also  in  waders.  They  were 
in  medias  res  with  lunch,  and  on  my  asking  for  news 
of  the  river,  never  having  fished  it  before,  told  me 
that  side  was  better  than  the  other  for  bank  fishing. 
My  friend,  if  I  may  call  him  so  now,  pointed  to  a  big 
tear  just  above  the  instep  in  one  of  his  waders,  and 
remarked  he  was  also  tied  to  the  bank.  Wishing 
them  "  sport,"- 1  started  ofE  for  the  first  open  reach, 
and  had  just  climbed  a  hedge  to  get  intq  a  little 
opening,  when,  "  That's  a  very  good  place,''  fol- 
lowed me  from  behind,  and  I  saw  my  friend  again 
doing  a  Stock  Exchange  walk  past.  Four  casts, 
hitting  a  nice  fish  the  last  one,  all  to  no  purpose, 
was  the  only  result  there,  and  after  a  rough  scramble 
out  I  proceeded  down  stream  again. 

Two  hundred  yards  below  was  a  nice  open  turn, 
with  sufficient  depth  at  the  sides  of  the  rapids  to 
hold  fish,  but  highish  banks,  some  5ft.  or  so,  encased 
them,  and  the  central  figure  was  my  friend  fishing 
off  the  top ;  short  lino,  and  as  I  noticed  later  on 
also,  "  cable  laid  "  every  throw.  He  espied  me  afar 
off,  and  started  with  the  vigour  of  Dr.  Deighton  to 
reach  the  next  stopping-place.  I  had  met  with 
active  anglers  before,  and  hoped  my  loitering  tactics 
would  pay  this  time  also  ;  so  began  lunch,  and 
wondered  if  the  rain  that  began  about  the  same  time 
would  put  the  fish  down  for  the  day.  Half-way 
through  my  cigar  I  noticed  a  pale  Dun,  then 
another  and  another,  and  I  hurriedly  got  to  work 
and  got  my  first  sizeable  fish,  losing  another.  I 
followed  my  friend,  and  suddenly  came  across  him 
sitting  \mder  a  low  wall  with  his  pipe  in  his  mouth 
and  his  handkerchief  over  his  shoulders,  being 
rained  upon  nice  and  gently.  "  This  is  beastly, 
ain't  it  ?  "■  quoth  he.  "  I  think  I  shall  give  it  up  ; 
have  had  enough  of  it.''  With  a  hearty  assent  I  got 
the  lead,  and  in  three  minutes  found  a  very  nice 
pool  headed  with  a  gravel  bed,  bushes  half-way 
down  my  side,  and  open  tail  both  sides,  vrith  big, 
submerged  stones  in  the  pool  opposite  the  lowest 
bush. 

I  had  just  begun,  after  a  horrid  scramble,  cHmb, 
crouch,  creep  from  the  field  to  the  river,  when  in 
the  open  place  not  twenty-five  yards  below  me 
appeared  my  friend  again,  having  taken  courage 
anew  for  the  fray.  A  little  rise  came  on,  and  I 
landed  two  fish,  7oz.  and  5oz.,  before  I  got  down  to 
the  bush  where  he  began,  and  hit  another  hard,  in 
the  thin,  right  across.  The  sight  and  sound  of  my 
landing  these  fish  sent  him  off  like  a  snipe,  and  for 
fully  half  an  hour  I  had  a  lot  of  little  openings  free 
and  unspotted  from  the  goloshed  soles,  but  no  more 
fish,  though  I  rose  several  and  lipped  ona  or  two. 
Half  a  mile  lower  down  I  again  passed  the  active 
angler,  but  only  because  he  was  seated  with  the 
torn  wader  off,  drying  his  bare  leg  with  his  hand- 
kerchief. "  I  tried  to  cross  here,  but  only  got  half 
way  across  ;  it  was  so  cold,  and  I  want  my  wader 
on  again  quick,"  he  said  as  I  passed.  Poor  fellow  ! 
I  know  he  did  not  like  water. 

Well,  it  went  on,  down  the  whole  length,  and  as  I 
got  no  more  fish  and  they  were  coming  very  short, 
with  great  labour  in  getting  to  fishable  spots,  I 
thought  my  friend  should  fish  whilst  I  watched  him. 
T  did  not  try  to  pull  his  leg  :  he  stuck  it  out  well  by 
saying,  "  I've  caught  lots  of  salmon  here."-  "  Oh, 
really,"  said  I.  "  Yes,  I've  taken  as  far  as  681b. 
in  a  day."  "  By  Jove,  that  was  good  work  !  With 
that  rod'?  "  queried  I.  (It  was  a  rather  nice  built 
cane,  with  a  fancy  open-work  reel,  with  drags, 
brakes,  thumb-rests,  etc.,  on  it.)  "  No  ;  with  a 
proper  rod  to  catch  salmon  with.  My  friend  across 
there  is  a  better  fisher  than  I  am,  and  he  catches 
over_IO[>lb.  in  a  day  here."-  "  You  don't  say  so  !  " 
I  ejaculated ;  "  and  how  many  fish  were  there  in 
your  681b.  ?  -'  Hesitating  for  a  moment,  he  replied 
carelessly,  '.'  Oh,  I  don't  recollect.'!    It  was  a  pity 


he  had  run  dry  through  his  torn  wader,  but  he 
finished  up  with,  "  Yes,  it's  a  grand  river  for 
salmon.'- 

Being  nearly  four  o'clock,  and  seeing  the  dogcart 
and  J.  waiting,  I  made  tracks.  J.  had  got  two 
takeablo  trout.  When  we  were  just  starting  the  two 
salmon  kings  joined  us  on  the  bridge^  The  best  one 
had  done  nothing,  but  I  had  seen  my  friend  wrap- 
ping up  in  the  renowned  handkerchief  on  one 
occasion  a  small — I  beg  its  pardon — a  very  bright 
fish,  that  I  think  must  hav-e  been  one  of  the  noted 
salmon.  They  are  easily  caught  evidently,  and  I 
must  go  and  try  some  day.  May  these  linos  offend 
no  angler  on  the  Elwy  is  my  devout  wish,  for  I 
believe  it  is  very  good  later  on  for  sea-trout  and 
small  salmon,  and  now  and  then  warrantable  fish. 
Oddly  enough,  my  last  essay  with  the  salmon  rod, 
not  in  the  Elwy  though,  but  only  a  fortnight  pre- 
viously, was  productive  of  five  kelts  that  weighed 
exactly  68rb.,  and  now  are,  I  hope,  in  the  sea  quite 
accustomed  to  their  labels.  Haib  Cast. 


OBTAINABLE  SALMON  FISHING. 

The  number  of  reaches  of  first-class  rivers  that 
can  be  fished  by  daily  or  weekly  ticket  by  guests  at 
angling  hotels  in  Scotland  is  so  strictly  limited  that 
any  addition  to  the  list  is  very  welcome.  Anglers 
will  therefore  hear  with  satisfaction  that  the  reach 
of  the  Awe  knowii  as  the  Breadalbane  water  has 
been  leased  by  the  new  tenant  of  Dalmally  Hotel, 
Mr.  McLaren,  of  Castlebag,  Barra.  The  Awe  is,  of 
course,  a  river  in  which  wading  is  not  only  un- 
necessary, but  would  be  positively  dangerous.  All 
the  casts  can  be  commanded  from  the  bank  or  from 
the  stands  that  have  been  erected  to  facilitate 
command  over  the  Ues.  The  Awe  is  nevertheless  a 
difficult  river,  and  can  fairly  claim  pride  of  place  as 
the  most  sporting  of  all  West  Highland  rivers.  The 
Breadalbane  water  contains  the  best  casts  on  the 
river,  and  was  for  many  years  rented  by  the  late 
Colonel  Moray,  of  Polmaisc.  It  extends  for  two 
miles  on  the  right  bank,  or  for  practically  one-half 
of  the  short  course  of  the  Awe  to  the  sea.  The  pools 
are  of  the  boldest  character,  and  the  first  rush  of  a 
heavy  fish  in  the  rapid  rush  of  Awe's  tumultuous 
but  deep  waters  is  something  to  be  remembered. 
The  water  is  first-rate  for  grilse  and  sea-trout  as 
well  as  salmon.  It  yields  some  very  heavy  fish,  and 
for  salmon  fishes  from  AprU  to  the  end  of  the  season. 
We  are  not  in  a  position  to  state  what  the  charge  per 
day  and  week  wiU  be  for  a  beat  on  this  fine  reach, 
but  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  be  small 
enough  for  the  growing  army  of  angler-tourists  of 
moderate  means  and  limited  leisure. — Field. 


AN  UNSUCCESSFUL  ANGLING 
TEIP  TO  FINLAND.* 
By  W.  L.  Reid,  M.D. 

{Concluded  from  page  286.) 

Yotr  do  not  wonder,  then,  that  I  began  laying 
plans  for  an  angling  trip  in  Northern  Finland  and 
Lapland  very  hopefully.  But  just  about  that 
time  came  letters  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  which  cast 
a  shadow  on  the  brilliance  of  the  prospect, 
especially  two  or  three  which  were  quoted  by  the 
Editor  in  the  number  for  Nov.  22, 1902,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  some  anglers  who  had  gone  to  the 
north  of  Finland  had  been  very  much  disappointed 
and  had  blamed  the  agents  of  the  Finland  Steam 
Shipping  Company  for  issuing  rose-coloured  adver- 
tisements; After  balancing  the  pros  and  cons,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  would  adventure 
my  wife  and  myself  in  Finland,  find  out  for 
myself  the  truth  about  the  fishing,  and,  at  the 
worst,  have  a  sojourn  in  pastures  new. 

We  left  Granton  at  11  a.m;  on  Friday,  June  19, 
and  after  the  usual  rather  rough  passage  over  the 
North  Sea,  arrived  at  Gothenburg  at  2  p.m;  on 
Sabbath;  Next  day,  at  noon,  we  started  for  Stock- 
holm by  way  of  the  beautiful  Giitha  Canal; 

This  passage  takes  three  days  over  sea-like 
lakes,  through  bits  of  lovely  country  by  canals  so 
narrow  that  one  can  pull  leaves  from  the  trees  on 
the  bank  as  the  steamer  glides  along.  The  boats 
are  very  comfortable  and  the  faros  very  moderate. 
The  food,  as  regards  quality  and  cooking,  puts  to 
shame  anything  presented  to  the  travelling  public 

*  Given  to  the  Scottish  Trout  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation, Jan.  18,  1904. 


in  our  own  country,  flesh  meat  excepted;  After 
spending  a  few  days  pleasantly  with  friends  in 
Stockholm,  we  embarked  at  9  p.m;  on  board  the 
Finnish  steamer,  Bore  I.,  and  after  a  quiet  passage 
across  the  Baltic  reached  Abo,  in  Finland,  next 
forenoon  at  11.30,  and  took  the  train  to  Helsingfors; 
the  capital,  where  we  arrived  at  nine  o'clock  that 
evening;  In  this  connection  we  had  our  only 
experience  of  Russian  interest  in  us;  We  were 
compelled  to  give  up  our  passport  at  the  steamer 
office  in  Stockholm,  and  it  was  not  restored  until 
we  were  in  Russian  waters.  This  was  repeated 
when  we  left  I'inland,  but  while  there  our  passport 
was  never  asked  for.  Russia  simply  watches  who 
comes  into  and  makes  sure  of  who  goes  out  of  her 
dominions; 

Now  let  me  tell  you  what  fishing  we  got  in 
Finland;  First,  I  must  say  that  before  leaving 
Helsingfors  we  were  told  that  July  was  a  bad  fly- 
fishing month,  as  the  fish  had  got  gorged  with  flies,- 
and  that  they  would  not  begin  to  rise  freely  imtil 
cold  nights  began  to  kill  off  the  flies;  We  found 
the  latter  in  immense  numbers  near  the  rivers ; 
sometimes  the  gravel  on  the  lee-shore  was  so 
carpeted  with  them  that  one's  foot  crushed  scores 
at  every  step;  The  trout  and  grayling  we  did 
catch  were  in  magnificent  condition,  with  great 
plugs  of  fat  at  the  roots  of  the  fins;  We  were  too 
early  for  salmon,  and  we  left  before  they  began  to 
run.  I  believe  that  pike,  perch,  and  other  coarse 
fish  are  found  in  the  lakes,  but  we  made  no  special 
inquiry  about  them. 

The  falls  of  Imatra,  on  the  Vuoksen  river,  which 
conveys  the  water  from  Lake  Saima  to  Lake  Ladoga, 
was  the  first  place  we  reached  where  trout  were 
said  to  be  had.  On  interrogating  the  head  waiter 
at  the  hotel  he  stated  that  he  had  not  heard  of 
anybody  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  for  some 
time,  but  that  he  knew  of  a  fisherman  who  went 
out  in  the  autumn  with  gentlemen  at  the  rate  of 
five  marks  an  hour;  I  suggested  that  five  marks  a 
day  was  more  likely,  and  he  assented.  As  this  did 
not  look  very  encouraging,  and  as  I  could  find  no 
one  else  who  could  speak  English,  I  thought  it  was 
wise  to  push  on  northwards  to  Kajana,  where  there 
was  promise  of  better  things.  So  far  as  I  could 
make  out  the  fishing  at  Imatra  was  chiefly  by 
trolUng.  By  sailing  on  the  lakes,  by  rail  from 
Kuopio  to  Idensalmi,  thence  by  driving  we  arrived 
at  Kajana;  In  another  year  one  will  be  able  to  go 
all  the  way  from  Helsingfors  to  Kajana  by  rail. 

We  began  fishing  there  on  Thursday,  July  9, 
having  been  helped  to  a  man  and  a  boat  by  Mr.  H; 
Renfors,  of  Helsingfors,  who  does  business  at 
Kajana  in  the  summer,  and,  a  keen  angler  himself, 
is  very  kind  and  helpful  to  tourist  anglers.  Indeed, 
he  showed  us  kindness  quite  beyond  anything  we 
could  have  expected.  The  Oulu  river,  which  flows 
through  Kajana,  takes  its  rise  near  the  north- 
western border  of  Russia,  and  after  passing  through 
a  series  of  lakes,  joined  together  by  rapids,  falls 
into  the  Oulujarvi  below  Kajana;  After  leaving 
this  lake  at  Waala,  about  fifty  miles  below  Kajana, 
it  flows  by  a  long  series  of  rapids  into  the  upper 
part  of  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia  at  Uleiborg.  The  best 
fishing  is  obtained  in  the  rapids  between  the  lakes, 
and  is  rather  risky  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
managing  the  boat,  which  has  to  be  kept  con-  i 
stantly  pulled  out  of  and  into  the  eddies.  We ' 
fished  chiefly  with  flies,  but  occasionally  with  the 
Devon  and  phantom  minnows  of  medium  size; 
The  flies  were  such  as  are  used  on  an  ordinary 
Highland  loch,  but  sea-trout  gut  is  advisable  owing  ' 
to  the  strength  of  the  current,  and  the  fact  that 
logs  are  constantly  coming  pitching  down,  and  the 
fish  may  simply  need  to  be  hauled  in  without 
playing. 

The  first  day  we  fished  we  only  got  two  Jib.' 
trout,  but  we  hooked  and  lost  a  number  of  gray- 
ling. On  the  second  day  we  got  seven  trout  and 
two  grayling,  the  largest  trout  l^lb.,  the  largest 
grayling  over  2!b.  On  the  third  day  we  got  four 
trout,  two  of  them  over  31b.  The  fourth  day  was 
very  bright,  but  we  got  three  trout,  ^Ib.,  fib.,  and 
lib.,  two  of  them  with  the  Devon  minnow  and  a 
1  Jib.  grayling  with  the  fly.  On  the  fifth  day  our 
bag  consisted  of  six  trout  from  Jib.  to  21b.,  six 
grayling,  the  largest  31b.,  and  two' perch  lib.  each; 
On  the  sixth  day  we  had  three  grayling,  one  over 
21b.,  and  two  trout,  ilb.  and  4lb.  The  4lb.  trout  ' 
took  us  all  over  a  large  pool  in  which  it  was  very 
difficult  to  manage  the  boat,  and  it  was  landed 
only  after  twenty  minutes'  wild  play. 

This  wound  up  our  fishing  at  Kajana;  While 
there  we  stayed  at  the  Tourist  Hotel,  where  we^ 
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were  most  comfortable,  and  where  our  bill  for  my 
wife  and  myself  for  eight  days  only  amounted  to 
65  marks  (£2  15s.).  This  did  not  include  dinner, 
which  we  got  at  the  Kestiekivari,  a  little  way  along 
the  street,  and  for  which  we  paid  1^  marks  each 
daily. 

Our  next  angling  experience  was  at  Waala  on  the 
Oulu  river  after  it  leaves  the  Oulujfirvi  lake  about 
•50  miles  below  Kajana*  The  fishing  ground  there 
consists  of  a  series  of  unquiet  pools  and  rapids,  in 
the  smoothest  parts  of  which  the  oars  have  to  be 
kept  going.  In  six  days'  fishing  we  got  a  dozen 
grayling  from  ^Ib.  to  3]b.,  and  eight  trout,  none 
over  lib.  But  we  hooked  and  played  and,  in  the 
rapid  water,  lost  a  number  of  what  seemed  larger 
fish,  and  which  I  took  to  be  grayling.  Although  a 
number  of  natives  were  fishing,  we  heard  of  no 
salmon  having  been  caught  when  we  left  on  July  24. 

Mr.  Renfors  referred  to  Mrs.  Tweedie's  statement 
that  Finland  was  an  angler's  paradise  and  said  it 
was  not  true.  Nevertheless,  in  August  and  the 
first  half  of  September,  good  trout  and  grayUng 
fishing  is  to  be  had  east  and  north  of  Kajana. 
There  are  also  some  salmon  and  sea-trout,  particu- 
larly in  the  neighbourhood  of  Waala.  An  EngUsh 
gentleman  who  came  to  Kajana  shortly  before  we 
left,  wrote  to  me  after  getting  home.  He  said: — 
"The  fishing  at  Kajana  did  not  change  for  the 
worse  after  you  left,  the  biggest  trout  caught  was 
4lb.  The  grayling  improved  a.  little.  I  and  my 
brother  went  to  a  place  called  Hyrynsalmi  for  two 
days  and  found  it  blocked  with  logs.-  We  only 
caught  small  grayling,  no  trout  at  all,  and  were 
very  disappointed.  Two  days  at  Waala  with  good 
sport,  one  61b.  sea-trout  and  fourteen  grayUng  from 
lib.  to  3jlb.,  besides  smaller  ones." 

All  the  trout  we  caught  were  thick  and  deep  and 
in  splendid  muscular  condition.  Probably  in  con- 
sequence of  living  in  strong  streams  it  was  difficult 
to  hold  down  a  3lb.  grayling  and  take  the  fly  out  of 
its  mouth.- 

While  at  Waala  we  stayed  in  a  little  log  house 
near  the  river  at  Uutila,  belonging  to  Isanta  Lusua, 
the  innkeeper  at  Waala.  We  were  very  comfortable 
there  except  for  some  unwelcome  attention  from 
mosquitoes,  and  the  cost  was  only  a  little  more  than 
at  Kajana;  The  fishing  at  Kajana  cost  us  3  marks 
a  day  for  each  rod,  and  5  marks  for  the  man  and 
boat.  At  Waala  we  were  charged  for  the  man  and 
boat  only. 

In  reviewing  this  angling  trip  to  Finland,  I 
should  be  disposed  to  say  that  as  a  mere  fishing 
excursion  it  was  a  failure,  although  we  had  enough 
for  amusement,  yet  not  sufficient  to  repay  us  for 
the  long  and  comparatively  expensive  journey. 
But  if  one  should  wish  to  combine  angling  with 
pleasant  and  not  very  expensive  travelling  (and 
especially  if  it  were  possible  to  go  there  in  August 
and  the  first  half  of  September),  then  I  could  con- 
fidently recommend  Finland  in  general  and  Kajana 
ia  particular. 

I  cannot  permit  myself  to  close  this  paper  with- 
out once  more  expressing  my  gratitude  for  the 
kindness  shown  to  us  by  Mr.  H.  Renfors  at  Kajana. 


TROUT  ANGLING  IN  DUE  SEASON. 


There  is  a  time  for  all  things,  and  a  season  for 
various  lures,  a  fact  which  many  a  young  angler 
only  leams  by  wasteful  and  bitter  experience.  It 
is  no  uncommon  thing  to  see  a  keen  young  fly  fisher 
who  has  been  in  luck  in  early  spring  persevering 
with  the  fly  in  the  warm  weather  and  wondering 
■whether  he  has  forgotten  how  to  fish,  or  whether 
he  is  like  the  lady  in  the  poem — "  The  curse,  has 
come  upon  me,"  cried  the  Lady  of  Shalott. 

Other  mistaken  anglers,  often  old  enough  to 
know  better,  will  fish  the  "  running  worm ' '  in  clear 
water  in  March  and  April. 

Omitting  mention  of  thick  water  in  floods,  when 
the  worm  ia  the  only  lure — for  although  "  putty  " 
and  "  tutty,"  as  salmon  roe  is  locally  termed,  is 
extensively  used  in  the  North,  no  young  angler 
with  a  grain  of  sporting  instinct  would  resort  to  it 
— and  leaving  out  of  consideration  the  clearing 
waters  when  the  minnow  is  killing,  the  various 
ieasons  are  very  simplej  March  and  April  for  the 
artificial  fly.  May  for  the  creeper  and  Stone  Fly, 
June  and  July  for  the  clear-water  worm,  August 
and  September  for  the  fly  once  more.-  Of  course, 
there  ia  no  hard  and  fast  rule.  In  the  Eden  for 
example — and  these  notes  refer  solely  to  north 
country  fishing — July  is  considered  almost  too  late 
for  the  clear-water  worm,  which  nevertheless  is 


taken  well  in  the  smaller  tributaries  of  the  river  up 
to  the  beginning  of  August.  Again,  although  as  a 
rule  spring  fly  fishing  has  come  to  a  close  when  the 
balmy  weather  of  May  sets  in,  yet  there  may  come 
a  cold  windy  day  in  May,  June,  or  July  when  the 
artificial  fly  will  answer  very  well:  The  "record'' 
take  of  trout— 401b. — made  in  one  day  by  the  late 
Dickie  Routledge,  the  Cumberland  expert,  was 
caught  with  the  fly  on  a  cold  day  in  May  with  an 
east  wind. 

The  reason  for  these  various  seasons  ia  obvious 
if  we  put  ourselves  in  the  position  of  the  trout. 
Toujours  perdrix  is  proverbially  a  sickening  diet, 
and  "  changes  are  lightsome.'^  Now,  trout  have 
waxed  fat  by  the  time  the  grannom  or  greentail 
comes  on,  and  they  feast  on  the  fly  till  they  are 
surfeited  and  desire  a  change.-  So  after  a  day  or 
two  they  go  up  into  the  rapid  streams  in  search  of 
the  creeper,  and  vary  their  diet  with  this  and  the 
perfect  insect — the  Stone  Fly — during  May,  becom- 
ing in  the  pink  of  condition.  Usually  early  in  June 
the  creepers  have  all  changed  to  the  fly  stage,  and 
the  flies  are  concealed  under  stones  by  the  water's 
edge,  so  that  when  a  fresh  comes  they  are  carried 
away  in  swarms,  and  the  trout  have  a  glorious 
gorge.  Surfeited  once  more,  the  fish  have  no 
appetite  for  three  days;  and  then  waking  up  they 
call  for  a  thorough  change  of  menu,  which  the 
watchful  angler  supplies  in  the  form  of  lively  and 
attractive  worms  that  have  been  well  scoured  in 
moss.  Whoever  invented  the  phrase,  "  the  common 
or  garden  worm,''  knew  what  he  was  about,  and 
probably  used  the  expression  quite  seriouslyj  Any 
worms  of  proper  size — neither  too  large  (a  fatal 
fault  in  some  streams,  although  in  other  rivers  trout 
are  rather  partial  to  a  good  sized  worm)  nor  too 
small  and  finnicking — dug  out  of  a  garden  are  all 
right ;  those  got  out  of  middens  will  never  toughen^ 
and  although  it  is  true  that  brandling  worms  can 
only  be  found  in  horse-middens,  they,  in  spite  of 
their  attractive  look,  have  no  particular  temptation 
for  trout,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  and  are  both 
very  tender  and  offensive  to  the  smell. 

Another  variation,  according  to  the  season^  may 
be  mentioned,  as  it  is  rather  important.  North 
country  anglers  are  very  much  guided  by  natural 
phenomena,  so  that  while  Border  fishers  hold  that 
trout  are  not  worth  fishing  for  till  the  sandpipers 
arrive,  Cumberland  anglers  are  of  the  same  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  hawthorn  leaf,  and  also  maintain 
that  sea-trout  fishing  is  no  good  till  the  roses  are  in 
bloom;  Similarly,  my  own  fad  is  that  there  are 
creepers  in  a  river  till  the  hawthorn  bloom  is  past, 
and  that  may  be  in  the  middle  of  June  or  later, 
so  that  the  young  clear-water  worm  angler,  who 
cannot  in  June  find  the  fish  at  the  edge  of  streams, 
should  take  a  tentative  cast  or  two  into  the  strong 
streams,  and  may  get  an  eye-opener  and  a  fine 
trout  at  one  castj  GBKTAj 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames.  —  Geneeal  Remarks.  —  The  river 
remains  in  excellent  order  for  trouting,  and  several 
fish  have  been  seen  on  the  move,  especially  late  in 
the  evening.  My  friend,  Mr.  G.  Sinnibaldi,  has,  I  am 
pleased  to  hear,  caught  a  nice  trout  of  5Uh. ;  but  he 
hopes  to  be  able  to  improve  upon  this  before  long. 
The  fish  was  taken  in  the  open  water  at  Halliford. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  in  a  letter  to  me  from  Henley, 
says : — "  The  river  is  running  in  capital  fettle  for  open 
stream  fishing  particularly,  and  the  weirs  are  fish- 
able.  I  have  had  my  friend  Mr.  Goodwin  up  from 
Brighton  for  a  couple  of  days  in  the  hope  that  he 
would  catch  a  trout.  I  regret,  however,  that  he  was 
not  successful  in  getting  an  opportunity  of  killiug 
one :  we  saw  four  fish  moving,  but  they  were  not 
feeding  in  that  businesslike  manner  that  they 
usually  show  when  the  weather  is  soft  and  favour- 
able. There  are  many  nice  trout  in  this  district, 
and  I  think  you  may  soon  hear  of  the  downfall  of 
one  or  two  of  them,  as  they  are  now  feeding  much 
nearer  the  surface  than  heretofore  this  sprmg.  If 
any  of  your  friends  are  coming  this  way  I  shall  be 
happy  to  put  them  on  to  the  whereabouts  of  some 
of  the  trout  I  know.  If  I  can  catch  one  of  a  par- 
ticular brace  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  with 
myself  for  this  season."  The  tone  of  the  above  is 
exceedingly  cheerful,  and  I  really  expect  to  hear  of 
some  good  fish  being  taken  before  long  if  the 
weather  remains  settled. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 


Thames  (Henley). — The  water  U  now  running 
very  clear  with  a  fairly  good  stream.  Several  anglers 
have  been  out,  some  every  day,  but  up  to  the  time 
of  writing,  I  have  not  hoard  of  a  retainable  trout 
having  been  caught  in  this  district.  The  evenings 
and  early  mornings  are  still  cold,  which  perhaps 
accDunts  for  the  very  poor  sport. — Stanley  Mead. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — Prawn  fishing  commenced 
on  thi3  river  on  Monday  (May  2),  when  the  water 
was  ia  splendid  condition.  The  successful  anglers 
have  been  Mr.  A.  G.  Campbell,  who  got  two  fish — 
one  on  the  opening  day  of  2()lb.,  and  one  on  Wed- 
nesday of  27^1h.  ;  and  Mr.  F.  Tilton  got  one  on 
Tuesday  with  the  fly  of  30|lb.,  a  very  fresh  run 
fish,  and  the  largest  of  the  season  up  to  tha  present. 
On  the  Bisterne  water  Mr.  Mills  got  two  fish,  and 
Mr.  R.  Lakiu  one.  The  weights  were  201b.,  211b., 
and  251b.  Mr.  R.  Morant  also  got  a  very  nice 
trout  of  close  on  31b.  last  week. — M.  W.  HAYxra. 

Coin  (Pairford,  Glcacestershire). — The  river  ia 
now  in  good  fishing  order,  having  been  mown  and 
cleared  of  weeds  and  obstructions.  The  trout  are 
rising  freely  to  the  Olive  and  Yellow  Dun.  The 
heaviest  trout  taken  up  to  now  ia  2pb.  Provided 
we  get  some  decent  weather  good  bags  should  be 
made. — Chas.  Powell. 

Dart  (Totues  and  District). — A  good  deal  of 
fresh  water  has  come  down  since  Monday  (May  1), 
and  the  river  is  keeping  in  fairly  good  condition. 
Better  takes  have  been  secured,  though  not  a  large 
number  of  rods  have  been  on  the  stream.  The 
latter  part  of  last  week  Mr.  E.  M.  Tucker  had  a 
good  basket  on  the  Harboume,  whilst  on  May  1,  on 
the  same  stream,  Mr.  E.  Distin  creeled  two  dozen 
and  three,  Mr.  H.  Full  one  dozen  and  eight,  and 
Mr.  Ackrell  one  dozen  and  four,  all  the  fish  being 
in  splendid  condition.  On  April  28  Mr.  H.  Searle, 
of  Staverton,1  had  ^a  basket  of  two  dozen, ^and  on 
April  30,  fishing  ia  the  lower^  waters,  he  captured 
eighteen. — DEVONiAisr. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Although  sport  on  the 
Carey  haa  not  been  so  good  as  it  nught  be  matters 
have  improved  somewhat,  and  the  warmer  weather 
will  doubtless  be  welcomed.  Salmon  seem  to  b© 
plentiful  in  the  Exe,  for  some  days  since  some 
Exeter  sportsmen  saw  over  a  hundred  passing  up 
the  river  near  Stafford  weir.  Some  fair  baskets 
have  been  obtained  on  the  Upper  Tamar,  Mr.  Stain- 
ton  getting  some  nice  fish. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Manifold  (Izaak  Walton  Hotel 
Lengths), — With  the  more  genial  weather  sport 
has  much  improved.  Mr.  Ingham,  on  May  3,  got 
two-and-a-half  brace  with  the  Grey  Quills ;  and  on 
May  4,  four-and-a-half  brace  with  the  same  fly. 
Should  the  weather  continue,  sport  should  much 
improve,  and  anglers  will,  I  anticipate,  have  a 
better  season  than  has  been  the  case  during  the  last 
two  years,  as  there  is  now  plenty  of  water  and  the 
springs  are  running  well. — Wm.  Evans. 

Hak  (Whithy). — In  consequence  of  the  continued 
low  condition  of  the  water  sport  has  been  very  poor 
during  the  past  few  days,  whilst  the  meteorological 
conditions  have  not  been  conducive  to  improved 
angling.  The  following  are  the  takes  to  hand  at 
the  time  of  writing : — Mr.  T.  Wright,  eleven  and  a 
half  brace  of  trout ;  Mr.  L.  Wolf,  two  brace ;  Capt. 
J.  E.  Leng,  four  brace.  The  prospects  for  the 
coming  week  are  poor,  a  good  spate  being  much 
needed.  Sea  angling  has  been  retarded  by  adverse 
weather,  but  a  few  takes  have  been  effected  from 
the  piers. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Excellent  accounts 
are  to  hand  of  the  salmon  and  trout  in  the  Exe  and 
its  tributaries,  and  two  salmon  anglers  at  Stafford 
Weir  near  the  city  counted  up  about  100  salmon  in 
that  locality.  Twenty  salmon  and  peal  were  netted 
in  the  River  Teign  »by  the  Teignmouth  fisher- 
men two  days  ago.  A  large  number  of  local  fisher- 
men and  visitors  at  Dulverton  are  also  getting  very 
excellent  sport.  The  Duke  of  Devonshire  made  a 
trial  trip  to-day,  and  was  much  enjoyed  by  those 
who,  by  the  courtesy  of  Messrs.  Ellett  and  Matthews, 
were  allowed  a  complimentary  trip.  Bass  and 
pollack  have  been  caught  at  Exmouth  Pier  by 
Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  White,  Bastin,  Popkin,  Beck, 
Grant,  and  others,  the  three  first-named  doing  best. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooke  (-visitors)  also  captured  pollack, 
the  lady  named  being  the  first  to  score  on]behalf  of 
the  lady  anglers. — Red  Palmer. 

Iiake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).  — The  weather 
and  water  were  both  about  as  bad  as  they  could 
have  been  for  the  last  week.  It  has  been  very  cold, 
very  windy,  and  at  times  even  stormy.  The  con- 
ditions are  better,  however,  to-day  (Wednesday)  ;  it 
is  bright  and  warm  and  the  glass  has  gone  up  a  good 
deal.  On  April  27,  Mr.  Moore  had  five  fish,  Mr. 
Rooper,  four  fish;  Captain  Garnett,  three  fish; 
and  Messrs.  Parsons  and  Hart  two  fish  each. 
April  28  was  an  impossible  day,  and  only  one 
basket  was  made,  and  that  was  eight  fish  by 
Captain  Garnett.  On  April  29  matters  improved  a 
little.  Mr.  Weare  killed  eleven,  Mr.  Hart  eight. 
Captain  Garnett,  Captain  Bax,  and  Mr.  Davey  six 
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each.  Judge  Shortt  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnetfc  four 
each,  Mr.  Shortt  five,  Mr.  Parsons  and  Mr.  Hawkins 
two  each.  On  April  30,  Mr.  Shortt  killed  thirteen, 
Capt.  Garnett  eleven,  Mr.  Weare  seven.  Judge  Shortt 
and  Mr.  Davey  three  each,  and  Mr.  Hawkins  one.  On 
May  2  Mr.  Hart  killed  five,  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Davey 
two  each.  On  May  3,  Messrs.  Everett  and  Jones 
killed  ten  fish.  Captain  Garnett  eight  fish,  Mr.  Weare 
six,  Mr.  King  five.  Captain  Bax,  Mr.  Clarke,  and 
Captain  Houdem  two  each,  and  Mr.  Beaumont  one. 
Teal  and  Red,  Teal  and  Green,  Teal  and  Black, 
Mallard  and  Claret  are  the  best  flies.  The  fish 
were  never  in  better  condition  than  they  are  now. 
Next  week  about  thirty  thousand  fry  will  be  turned 
out  of  the  hatchery  into  the  ponds. — Longdrift. 

Iioa  and  Tribntaxies.  —  Not  much  sport  has 
marked  the  opening  week  of  the  Lea  trout  fishing 
season  as  regards  the  public  portions  of  the  river, 
but  nice  fish  have  been  seen,  and  results  should 
improve  as  the  weather  becomes  better.  A  trout 
was  landed  in  the  Lea  at  Hertford  on  the  opening 
day,  and  at  Ware  an  angler  had  the  misfortune  to 
lose  a  good  trout  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Priory  mill- 
stream.  Mr.  Rogers,  of  the  Gresham  Angling 
Society,  took  some  Lea  trout  on  the  opening  day. 
The  Beane  has  been  visited  by  a  good  many  anglers, 
and  some  nice  trout  have  been  landed,  principally 
with  worm.  In  the  Hertford  district  I  hear  of  over 
twenty  trout  being  secured  from  this  tributary  on 
May  1,  and  several  more  have  been  landed  since. 
No  captures  are  reported  from  the  Lea  at  Rye 
House  or  St.  Margaret's,  but  trout  have  been  seen 
moving  there  this  past  week.  The  cold,  unsettled 
weather  is  against  sport,  but  it  looks  like  improving 
now  (May  5).  The  rivers  are  bright,  but  nice  and 
fresh,  and  holding  plenty  of  stream.  Light  tackle 
is  necessary  when  bait  fishing  and  spinning  for 
trout. — IzAAK  Walton. 

Isugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  in  good  order  for  fishing, 
and  have  been  improved  by  some  nice  falls  of  rain. 
A  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  have  tried  fly  and 
bottom  baits,  and  some  nice  sized  trout  have  been 
landed.  The  Pinsley  is  in  order,  and  sport  should 
be  good  in  it.- — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  past  week 
has  been  a  remarkably  good  one,  and  full  creels  and 
fine  trout  have  been  the  rule.  The  good  time  began 
on'April  28.  when  the  north  wind,  which  had  killed 
sport  for  so  long,  left,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  south- 
wester,  charged  with  warm  rain,  and  ever  since  sport 
up  to  the  present  date  (May  4)  has  been  more  or 
less  excellent.  Last  Monday  was  a  great  day.  One 
rod  on  the  Rolle  water,  between  Otterton  and 
Colaton,  took  eight  brace,  among  which  were 
several  pounders  and  one  fish  of  l^lb.  Other  rods 
also  had  large  takes.  The  Olive  Dun  has  been 
greatly  on  the  water.  The  dry-fly  time  has  now 
begun.  Two  brace  of  good  fish  were  killed  on  the 
floating  Olive  Quill  close  to  the  town  bridge  at  Ottery 
St.  Mary  yesterday  (May  3). — Hebon. 

Fljrmouth.. — All  our  rivers  are  in  good  condition 
now  after  the  welcome  showers  we  have  had,  and 
some  excellent  baskets  of  trout  have  been  the  result 
of  a  few  hours'  fishing.  We  still  want'a  little  more 
sunshine  to  bring  the  flies  out.  I  have  not  heard  of 
any  peal  being  caught  yet. — William  Heakdek. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — Heavy  storms  in  the 
higher  districts  have  flushed  and  discoloured  the 
river  and  temporarily  spoiled  sport.  Directly  the 
water  clears,  which  it  should  do  before  the  close  of 
the  week,  spinning  and  worm  flshing  for  trout  may 
prove  successful.  The  brooks  will  benefit  by  the 
rain,  and  as  some  are  well  stocked  with  fario,  those 
who  are  privileged  to  angle  in  them  will  doubtless 
be  well  rewarded.  The  South  Shropshire  streams 
contain  more  fish  than  those  north  of  Shrewsbury, 
but  the  latter  hold  bigger  specimens.  The  Ony, 
Clun,  Roden,  and  other  waters  yield  sport  to  the 
May  Fly,  whose  advent  may  be  looked  for  early  next 
month.  It  is  satisfactory  from  an  angler's  point  of 
view  that  the  Shrewsbury  magistrates  a  few  days 
ago  inflicted  a  fine  in  a  case  of  netting  for  trout 
without  a  licence,  which  should  act  as  a  wholesome 
deterrent  and  a  warning  to  others. — Hafben. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Cliicliester  Canal. — May 
came  in  mUd  and  warm — a  typical  May  Day — then, 
on  the  2nd,  rain  fell  heavily.  Sport  among  the 
trout  has  not  been  up  to  expectations  ;  warmer 
weather  is  needed,  the  cold  nights  keep  the  water  at 
a  low  temperature.  A  few  small  trout  taken  with 
worm  and  minnow  are  notified  from  the  tributaries 
of  the  rivers.  A  trout  of  2Jlb.  was  taken  from  the 
Ouso  on  May  1  in  the  upper  reaches  with  live  minnow, 
but  fishing  on  the  western  streams  has  not  been 
satisfactory.  Harbour  anglers  have  had  good  sport 
among  the  smelt.  From  four  dozen  to  fifteen 
dozen  have  been  taken  per  tide,  also  a  few  flatfish. 
Fame's  Mill,  at  Birdham,  is  the  best  venue  at 
Chichester  Harbour,  as  when  the  tide  leaves  the 
mill  pond  affords  sport.  Permission  can  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  Fame,  and  the  men  at  the  mill  will  pro- 
vide bait  for  a  remuneration. — Geoboe  F.  Salter. 


Taw  (N.  Devon). — The  summer  showers  have 
greatly  improved  our  rivers.  On  May  1 ,  fishermen  in" 
numbers  were  seen  going  to  the  rivers  ;  fish  have 
not  sported  as  well  as  were  expected.  Netsmen 
have  taken  a  few  salmon  running  up. — Rusty 
Game. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
still  running  clear,  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  flshing.  A  good  few  natural  flies  have  been 
on,  the  sun  having  been  warmer,  and  trout  have 
been  taking  them  better.  The  flies  used  are  the 
little  Brown-Blue  Dun,  Red  Spinner,  Spider  Fly, 
Grannom,  Stone  Fly,  Cowdung,  Gold- tipped  Blue. 
Bottom  fishers  have  had  good  sport  with  worm, 
one  fish  21b.  5oz.  being  landed,  and  minnow  fishing 
late  in  the  evening  has  accounted  for  a  few  nics 
trout.  Fortunately  this  kind  of  fishing  is  only 
indulged  in  on  the  public  waters. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbnry). — The  water  in  this  district  is  in 

good  order,  and  the  weather  fine  and  suitable. 
Angling  has  been  tried  by  a  good  few,  and  a  fair 
number  of  fish  have  been  taken.  Prospects  are 
now  good.  The  otter  hounds  were  on  the  Kyre 
last  week,  but  had  no  sport  in  the  river  or  the  pools. 
— Wobcesteb. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Xfei^hbonringr 
Rivers. — Rivers  have  been  in  excellent  condition 
for  fly  fishing  during  the  past  week,  and  have  fur- 
nished good  sport  to  the  few  rods  out,  one  in  par- 
ticular taking,  with  female  March  Brown  and 
Soldier  Palmer,  twelve  and  a  half  brace  of  trout 
from  the  Coquet.  -The  strong  cold  winds  of  the 
past  week  have  doubtless  kept  many  from  turning 
out.  The  weather  is  now  more  settled,  and  much 
warmer.  I  shall  be  surprised  if  there  is  not  much 
more  done  under  these  improved  conditions.^ — 
Henby  a.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort, 
8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  successes  of  the  salmon  angler 
during  the  month  ju<it  closed  have  been  the  best 
known  for  many  years,  and  what  augurs  well  for 
the  future,  a  large  number  of  salmon  have  been 
seen  in  the  catches  both  up  and  down  the  river. 
The  recent  rain  brought  a  considerable  rise,  the 
water  being  quite  thick  on  May  2  and  3.  At  the 
time  of  writing  the  river  is  just  settling  down,  and 
excellent  sport  should  again  be  obtained, 
and  will  probably  continue  throughout  the 
month  of  May,  this  being  considered  the  best 
month  for  the  salmon  angler  on  the  Usk.  The 
following  "kills"  are  reported: — On  April  27,  Mr. 
H.  Humphreys  one,  101b.,  in  the  Road  pool ;  Mr. 
J.  T.  Davies  one,  1 31b.,  in  the  Rock  pool  ;  the 
Rev.  H.  J.  Bates  one,  ISlb.,  in  the  Rock  pool.  On 
April  28,  Mr.  Crichtoa  one,  12lb.,  in  Harry  Giles's 
stream;  Mr.  R.  Richards  three,  111b.  (two)  and 
181b. — two  in  Parker's  Hole  and  one  in  Pencarreg; 
Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley  one,  231b.,  in  the  upper 
Crows.  On  April  29,  Major  Trevor  one,  81b.,  in 
Parker's  Hole.— T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  weather 
and  water  were  all  that  could  be  desired  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  past  week.  It  has  turned 
cold  and  chilly  at  night.  These  waters  are  clear, 
and  have  nearly  got  down  to  summer  level.  A 
goodly  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  but  no 
account  of  large  baskets  have  as  yet  come  to  hand. 
Trout  may  be  seen  working  up  and  down  the  slow 
running  streams,  also  in  eddies  where  it  is  not  too 
deep.  Gentlemen  who  have  fished  these  streams 
have  secured  two  and  three  brace  per  rod,  Mr.  W. 
Kirkland  on  several  occasions  landing  some  good 
fish.  On  May  2,  he  obtained  a  splendid  Loch  Leven 
trout  weighing  ipb.,  taken  from  the  MatlockjDale 
portion  of  the  Derwent.  Several  others,  too,  have 
landed  a  few  good  trout.  The  prospect  now  is  very 
good,  as  we  have  now  landed  into  May  which,  with 
genial  weather,  should  bring  more  flies  on  the  water. 
Flies  :  Yellow  Dun,  Dark  Asti  Dun,  Grannom,  Hare's 
Ear,  Iron  Blue  Dun,  and  Sand  Fly. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale.  Wharfs,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torks). — The  weather  has  been  sadly  against 
anglers  for  some  days  now,  and  the  south-westerly 
or  west  winds  at  times  blowing  a  gale,  with  rain, 
hail,  and  snowstorms  of  considerable  violence.  All 
the  higher  hilh  of  Yoredale  and  Swaledale  were 
white  with  snow  on  Tuesday,  and  both  the  rivers 
Yore  and  Swale  are  bankful  of  fresh  water.  Only 
the  upper  reaches  have  been  in  anything  like 
decent  trim  for  worm-fishing.  I  got  eleven  nice 
trout  in  the  Cover  on  Monday,  and  as  it  has 
run  in  considerably  I  anticipate  doing  better. 
The  Stone  Fly  Creeper  is  getting  forward  now,  and 


Trout,  Sba-Trout,  and  Salmon  Plies.— One  of  the  largest 
stocks  in  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  jiattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  jiarts.  Moiinted  Hy  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  tine  uudrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  sjiecially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  uudrawn  gut  pointy,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  (inality, 
9d.  each.— .J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Uepdt,  IK,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "  Fiscator,  Leeds." 


with  favourable  conditions  anglers  should  meet 
with  good  sport  by  using  this  killing  bait  during 
the  next  fortnight.  On  the  high  reaches  at  Hawes 
meteorological  conditions  have  been  against  fly  fish- 
ing. Very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but  those  that 
have  ventured  out  have  had  nice  sport  with  the 
natural  minnow  spun  on  the  Ariel  or  Chapman 
spinner.  Sport  at  ..Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon 
has  been  rather  slow,  owing  to  the  bitterly  cold 
winds.  The  Wharfe  has  been  fairly  high.  A  few 
rods  have  been  out  at  Grassington  and  Burnsall, 
and  some  nice  sport  has  been  met  with.  On  the 
Ilkley  length  several  rods  have  been  seen  out. 
Sport  has  been  fairly  good  with  the  fly.  The  Rye, 
Derwent,  Costa,  Pickering  Becks  have  been  running 
in  fair  volume.  Some  nice  sport  has  been  met  with. 
The  Aire  has  been  running  in  nice  trim  ;  a  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  sport  with  the  fly  been 
fairly  good.  I  hear  baskets  of  five  to  ton  brace 
have  been  got  at  Gargrove.  The  weather  is  mora 
genial,  and  good  sport  is  certain  to  follow  with 
btone  Creeper  and  fly.  The  best  flies  at  present  are 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Dark  Watchet,  Snipe  Bloa, 
Checkwing  Dun,  and  Crimson  Partridge. — John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Aberfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel). — Mr. 

Chalmers,  fishing  the  Tay,  caught  a  newly-run 
salmon  weighing  lO^lb. — Alexandeb  Nicol. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Bait  fishing  com- 
menced in  these  rivers  on  Monday,  but  the  tribu- 
taries will  have  to  wait  till  June  1  ere  a  beginning 
is  made.  Owing  to  the  cold  weather,  yellow  trout 
are  not  rising  freely  in  the  Esk,  but  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle  some  good  baskets  have  been 
had.  Mr.  Walker  creeled  over  three  dozen  at  a 
fishing,  and  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  four  dozen  ;  Mr. 
Stoddart  caught  over  four  dozen,  and  Mr.  Elliot,  of 
Copsha,  had  a  good  basket ;  while  Mr.  W.  Stoddart 
had  over  one  dozen.  The  fishing  in  the  Solway  has 
improved,  more  especially  in  sea-trout  in  the  stake 
nets.  A  grilse  of  3^1b.  has  been  got,  and  one  of  T^lb. 
was  taken  last  week.  The  poke  nets  got  a  few 
spring  salmon  of  light  weights,  and  a  good  many 
sea-trout.  Mr.  McLellan  landed  a  spring  salmon 
weighing  121b.  in  the  Netherby  reserved  water. 
The  rivers  are  now  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  and 
since  Monday  better  baskets  of  brown  trout  are 
being  got  both  in  Langholm.water  and  in  the  mid 
reaches  of  the  Esk.  On  April  29  Mr.  J.  D. 
Anderson  had  a  herling  and  some  yellow  trout 
in  the  upper  reaches,  while  Mr.  Story  had  a  dozen 
yellow  trout  in  Ewes.  Mr.  G.  Francis  has  had 
several  nice  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  Langholm 
water.  Colonel  and  Major  Maxwell,  and  Mr.  Max- 
well, Cheltenham,  have  had  good  catches  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Esk,  Mr.  James 
Church  has  had  fairly  good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in 
the  mid  reaches.  Messrs.  Rose  and  Boyd  have  each 
done  well  with  burn  trout  in  Langholm  water, 
while  Mr,  D.  Murray  has  had  fedr  catches  of  yellow 
trout  in  Canonbie  water.  Mr.  A.  McMillan  caught 
the  first  sea-trout  of  the  season  in  Langholm  water. 
Sergeant  Bell  hooked  one.  Mr.  Francis,  Eskdale 
Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm,  on  April  30,  had 
sixteen  yellow  trout  in  Tarras,  and  on  May  2  creeled 
over  a  dozen  in  the  Double  water  of  the  Esk. — 
Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ard^ay,  N.B.).  —  On 

April  23,  Col.  Piatt's  party  at  Gruinards  landed 
three  salmon,  averaging  8  Jib.,  not  included  in  last 
week's  report.  On  April  25,  Mr.  Duplessis,  Bal- 
nagown  Arms  Hotel,  had  three  salmon,  and  Mr. 
Dallas  three.  On  April  26,  Mr.  Duplessis  had  an 
8-pounder.  On  April  27,  Mr.  Duplessis  landed  four, 
and  Mr.  Dallas  two,  all  averaging  81b.  each.  Col, 
H,  Piatt,  C.B.,  caught  two  on  Gruinards  water.  On 
April  30,  Mr.  Duplessis,  one,  9lb.  On  May  2,  hotel 
anglers  had  as  follows :  Mr.  Pultney,  one,  i)lb. ;  Mr. 
Powell,  one,  91b. ;  and  ]\Ir.  Dallas,  a  10-pounder. 
Weather  now  improving. — B. 

Dee  (Banchory). — Mr.  Byres-Leake,  on  the  Inch- 
marlo  water,  got  for  April  thirty-three  fish,  making 
eighty-nine  since  the  opening  day. 

Deveron  (Banffshire), — Although  a  good  deal  of 
rain  fell  towards  the  close  of  last  week,  there  has 
been  little  rise  in  the  water,  which  continues  some- 
what low  for  successful  fishing.  The  weather,  at 
intervals,  has  also  been  bitterly  cold,  especially  on 
the  first  days  of  May,  light  showers  of  hail  having 
fallen.  Fishing  from  the  Fife  Arms  Hotel,  Banff,  on 
the  Duff  House  portion  of  the  river,  Mr.  Mundey 
and  Mr.  Skinner,  London,  had,  on  April  25,  baskets 
of  61b.  and  51b.  of  trout  respectively.  On  April  26, 
Mr.  Skinner  had  again  51b.;  Mr.  Middleton,  London, 
had  31b. ;  and  Mr.  Barley,  121b.  On  April  27,  Mr. 
Middleton  had  51b.,  and  Mr.  Barley,  71b. ;  while 
on  April  28,  Mr.  Mimdey's  catch  was  61b.  On 
Friday,  April  29,  Mr.  Millburn,  London,  had 
41b.;  Mr.  Barley,  61b.;  and  Mr  Middleton,  SJlb. 
On  April  30  Mr.  GreenhiU  and  Mr.  De  war,  Edinburgh, 
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bad  a  basket  of  61b.  Sir  Arthur  Clay,  Bart.,  and 
Lady  Clay  have  left  Ardmealie  for  London.  Sir 
Richard  and  Lady  Nicholson,  of  Eden,  and  party, 
left  on  Saturday  last  for  London.  There  has  been 
a  slight  improvement  in  the  net  fishings  along  the 
coast.  During  the  past  week  a  number  of  fine  fish 
have  been  taken  from  the  bagnets,  the  average 
being  about  101b.  As  yet  no  grilse  have  been  got, 
but  it  is  expected  that  they  wUl  appear  by  the 
middle  of  the  month.  Three  boxes  of  salmon  and 
trout  left  on  Tuesday  for  the  markets. — H.  W. 

Deveroa. — On  the  fishery  of  Mr.  Porter,  of  Cor- 
niehaugh,  Mr.  J.  W.  Budd,  London.  kiUed  fifty-five 
trout,  scaling  32ib.  On  the  Marnoch  Lodge  stretch 
and  on  the  Corniehaugh  section  Mr.  Fred.  Collier  and 
party  creeled  142  trout  of  681b.,  and  three  sea-trout 
of  2|lb.— X. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.). — 

\'ery  little  has  been  done  in  sea-trout  angling  of 
late,  the  weather  being  too  squaJly.  The  net  salmon 
fishings  are  very  unproductive  as  yet.  April  30 
was  the  best  day  of  the  seeison,  but  still  it  was  not 
up  to  much — two  boxes  in  all. — B. 

Locli  Leven  (Kinross). — For  ten  days  the  wind 
has  continued  very  strong  and  squally  from  the  west 
and  south-west,  and  with  a  strong  light  the  con- 
ditions have  been  of  the  worst  for  angling.  The 
weather  has  become  very  cold,  and  the  prospects 
at  present  are  far  from  satisfactory.  It  is  sur- 
prising indeed  that  fish  are  being  creeled  at 
all  in  such  weather.  On  Saturday  (April  30) 
the  storm  reached  its  height  about  noon,  and  made 
the  anglers  out  seek  the  nearest  shore  and  return 
overland.  One  boat  in  the  open  water  required  the 
assistance  of  a  four-oared  relief  boat  to  make  head- 
way against  the  wind.  While  there  has  been  a 
falling  off  in  sport  fish  are  running  considerably 
above  average  size.  Twenty-one  members  of  the 
Glasgow  St.  Mungo  Club  had  a  total  capture  of  sixteen 
trout  which  weighed  241b.  First,  Mr.  J.  Deans, 
three  trout,  51b.  7oz. ;  second,  Mr.  S.  Stevenson, 
three  trout,  41b.  7oz. ;  third,  Mr.  C,  R.  Morrice, 
two  trout,  4lb.  2oz.  Heaviest  trout,  Mr.  J.  Deans, 
21b.  8oz.  Mr.  Annandale,  Perth,  had  five  trout, 
91b.  8oz.  :  Mr.  Moore  and  Mr.  Millar,  Strathhaven, 
creeled  three  beauties  which  weighed  71b.  ;  Mr. 
Ardern  D.  Irvin,  Lancaster,  secured  five  trout 
which  weighed  olb.  A  number  of  other 
baskets  of  from  two  to  three  trout  were  got. 
'J  he  total  yield  tj  the  rod  last  month,  while  below 
the  average,  shows  an  increase  over  the  correspond- 
ing month  last  jear,  when  fully  one-third  more 
boats  were  out  in  April,  while  the  fish  taken  are  the 
largest  for  twenty-seven  years.  The  catch  last 
month  was  188  trout,  which  weighed  2731b.  8oz. 
In  April  last  year  1.53  trout  (1941b.  12oz.)  were  got. 
— ROBEKT  B.  Laino. 

North  of  Scotland.—  Some  good  sport  is  being 
got  in  the  Braemar  and  Balmoral  waters.  On  the 
Fife  Arms  Mr.  Lamont  creeled  a  fish  of  81b.,  while 
one  or  two  were  got  on  the  reaches  lower  down  by 
anglers  from  the  Invercauld  Arms  hotel.  On 
the  King's  water.  Grant  and  others  have  been 
doing  fairly  well.  The  Aboyne,  Kincardine  and 
Banchory  sections  have  yielded  a  fish  or  two. 
On  the  Crathes  water,  Mr,  Gamble  had  a  fine 
fish  on  Friday  of  2.'$lb.,  and  another  of  81b. 
On  the  Blairs,  Messrs.  Hay  and  others  are  getting 
good  finnock  fishing  with  an  occasional  small 
salmon,  and  anglers  on  the  tidals  have  had  a  very 
good  time  of  it,  some  having  as  many  as  a  dozen 
and  a  half  of  half-pounders  at  a  single  tide. 
On  the  Tilbourios  water,  Mr.  Ballough  had  three 
fish  of  91b.,  181b.,  and  201b.,  while  three  were  got  of 
Hlb.  on  the  Drum  water.  Don. — On  the  spring 
holiday  (May  2)  every  inch  of  the  water  wa«  covered, 
but  the  creels  were  light.  On  the  Alford  section, 
Mr.  W.  M.  Strachan  had  some  good  sport  during 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


April.  Keithall,  the  Earl  of  Kintore's  private 
water,  is  now  opened  daily  to  ticket  holders.  Mr. 
.J.  B,  Clyne  had  a  heavy  creel  there  on  Thursday, 
The  Aberdeen  rock  fishers  opened  their  season  on 
Monday,  when  Wm.  Allan  creeled  281b.  12oz  ,  A. 
Douglas.  281b.  4oz.,  and  W.  Pritchard  161b.— G.  M. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridg'e,  via  Lairgr,  N.B.).— 
On  April  28,  Mr.  W.  E.  Gilmore,  of  Rosehall,  landed 
an  81b.  salmon  on  Stone  Pool.  On  April  29,  Mr.  H. 
H.  Ward,  Wolverhampton,  one,  weighing  Kilb.,  on 
Rock  Pool,  and  one  of  9 Jib.  on  Narrows  Pool.  Mr. 
Allan  Gilrnour  caught  an  8-pounder  on  Einig  Fall 
Pool.  Weather  last  week  was  very  wild,  but  now 
clearing  up. — B. 

Sliin  (Inveran,  IT.B.). — The  following  has  been 
the  sport  by  anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel 
since  last  reported  : — ^On  April  25,  Miss  Lloyd  landed 
a  fine  salmon,  weighing  221b.,  and  Mr.  Evans,  one, 
81b.  April  26  was  a  blank  day.  On  April  27,  Mr. 
Evans  grassed  a  10-pounder.  On  April  28,  Miss 
Lloyd  landed  a  splendid  fish,  weighing  261b.  ;  Miss 
Evans,  one,  71b. ;  Mrs.  Jackson,  one,  81b. ;  and 
Mr.  Evans,  a  9-pounder.  April  29  was  a  blank  day. 
On  April  30,  Mrs.  Jackson  landed  a  salmon  of  101b.  ; 
Mr.  Evans,  one,  91b. :  and  Miss  Evans,  one,  81b. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  streams  have  been  in 
excellent  ply  during  the  past  few  days,  and  trout 
fishers  have  had  some  sport.  With  the  pools  suitable 
for  the  salmon  fly,  a  few  anglers  have  continued  to  ply 
the  salmon  fly  on  the  off  chance  of  a  spring  fish  laying 
hold.  Sea-trout  are  beginning  to  run  more  freely. 
The  sea-trout  are  running  about  a  month  earlier 
this  year,  and  are  being  caught  in  the  Solway 
nets  at  this  early  part  of  the  season.  The 
spring  salmon  may  be  said  to  be  finished,  and 
are  being  replaced  by  the  summer  fish.  The 
Annan. — -This  river  was  in  flood  on  May  2,  and 
out  of  order  on  April  30.  In  the  Mount  Annan 
water,  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom  had  two  clean  run  sea- 
trout.  Captain  Thorburn  killed  a  fine  clean  run 
spring  salmon  in  Alice's  pool  of  Mount  Annan 
water,  with  a  Brown  Turkey  fly,  grilse  size.  In 
the  portion  below  Brydekirk.  the  keeper,  Andrew 
Bell,  had  two  clean  run  sea-trout  on  May  2, 
both  being  taken  with  worm  bait  in  the  dis- 
coloured flood.  He  had  also  a  few  yellow  trout  at 
the  same  time.  In  Hoddom  Castle  water,  Mr.  J. 
Inglis  landed  a  spring  salmon  of  7|lb.  out  of  the 
Goat  Pool  with  fly,  and  he  also  had  a  nies  creel  of 
yellow  trout.  In  the  higher  stretches  of  the  Annan 
a  number  of  visitors  have  had  soma  catches  of  yellow 
trout  with  fly.  Mr.  Charles  G.  Reid,  Argentine, 
South  America,  landed  a  salmon  on  Tuesday  and 
another  on  Wednesday,  but  both  were  kelts  and 
were  returned.  In  the  Brewery  Pool  of  the  tidal 
waters,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Wm.  Thomson  caught 
a  new  run  sea-trout  of  lib.,  and  in  Northfield 
stream  he  took  a  yellow  trout  of  IJlb.  Mr. 
Wilson  landed  a  yellow  trout  of  l^lb.  in  War- 
manbie  stream,  on  Tuesday,  with  a  small  silver  and 
bronze  spoon  bait.  Mr.  W.  Wright  hooked  a  couple 
of  salmon  (both  kelts)  of  15!b.  or  161b.,  and  they 
were  returned.  Mr.  Johnstone  had  eighteen  yellow 
trout  in  the  Wamphray  water  on  Tuesday,  and 
several  other  rods  had  like  catches.  The  Dumfbies 
NiTH.  — In  the  Mid-Nithsdale  portion  a  local  angler 
had  a  clean  run  sea-trout  of  lib.,  but  few  sea-trout 
have  as  yet  ascended  as  far  as  the  Thornhill  portion. 
In  the  Sanquhar  watars  little  or  nothing  has  been 
done.  A  number  of  Dumfries  and  Maxwelltown 
rods  have  had  small  catches  of  yellow  trout  in  the 
Cluden  and  Cairn,  the  chief  tributaries  of  the  Nith. 
The  Galloway  Rivebs. — All  the  rivers  in  this  dis- 
trict are  in  capital  order  for  the  trout  fly  A 
number  of  local  rods  have  done  fairly  well  in  the 
water  around  Carsphaim,  and  trout  are  rising  more 
freely  in  the  lochs.  Not  much  is  being  done  on  the 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse,  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire, 
and  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie.  The  Ayrshiee  Rivers 
AND  Lochs. — Sport  is  improving  in  this  district, 
though  the  catches  do  not  call  for  particular  com- 
ment. Yellow  trout  are,  however,  rising  better,  and 
a  tew  fair  creels  have  been  secured. — Heathebbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Although  the  river  last 
week  was  pretty  high,  sport  was  only  fair, 
especially  on  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river.  On 
the  Pitcroy  water  last  week,  Mr.  Walker  killed  a 
salmon  of  71b.  ;  Mr.  Boyland  Court,  three  of  161b., 
81b.,  and  71b.  respectively ;  Mr.  Pike,  three  of  91b., 
81b.,  and  31b. ;  and  Mr.  Green,  fisherman,  two  of 
71b.  each.  On  this  day  week,  Mr.  Green,  had  also 
twenty-one  finnock  in  a  few  hours,  some  of  which 
were  almost  lib.  in  weight. — J.  M. 

Tay. — With  snow  melting  the  River  Tay  still  con- 
tinuestorun  rather  high  for  angling.  Thefollowing  is 
a  note  of  the  principal  takes  reported  during  the  past 
week.  Dalcjuise. — Lieutenant  J.  T.  Pearith,  fishing 
this  water  on  April  27,  killed  four  salmon  of  301b., 
301b.,  141b.,  and  141b.,  and  Capt.  H.  J.  Pearith 
one  of  211b.  on  April  28;  while  Mr.  J.  A.  Park 

I landed  one  of  181b.,  and  Miss  A.  R.  Wilson  one 
of  111b.  on  the  same  day.  On  April  30  Miss 
Wilson  killed  another  fish    of   171b.  Dunkeld 
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Water. — Fishing  this  stretch  on  April  28,  -Mrs. 
Tonnant  had  one  fish  of  20lb.  Stanley. — Mrs.  J.  D. 
Humphreys  killed  two  salmon  of  161b.  and  I8lb.  on 
the  lower  beat  on  April  27,  and  another  of  1 41b.  on 
April  29,  while  the  same  lady  landed  another  fish  of 
7  Jib.  and  a  2.Ub.  trout  on  the  upper  beat  on  April 
28.  Bench  ILL. — Fishing  this  beat  on  April  28  for 
Mr.  Henry  Peters  the  boatmari  landed  one  salmon  of 
231b.,  while  on  Battleby  water  the  boatman  caught 
one  fish  of  171b.  LocH  Tay  (Killin  Preserved  Water). 
On  April  27  Mr.  F.  Mappin  had  one  fish  of  251b., 
Mr.  H.  I'.  Green,  one  Kilb.  and  Miss  Stcnhouse,  on© 
16lb. ;  on  April  28  Miss  Stenhouse  killed  one  fish  of 
171b.,  and  on  April  29  Miss  A.  Stenhouse  one  of  181b. 
On  April  30  the  boats  were  unable  to  go  out  on 
account  of  the  strong  wind.  Tumviel. — Fishing  the 
Faskally  water  on  April  25,  Mr.  Michael  Stephens 
killed  one  salmon  of  171b.,  and  another  of  24pb.  on 
April  27,  while  Mr.  .Julius  Stephens  landed  one  fish 
of  171b.  on  April  26,  and  another  of  131b.  the  fol- 
lowing day  — A. A. 

Tweed,  Teviot.  and  other  Border  Rivers. — 
The  rivers  have  been  generally  in  good  order  for 
angling  during  the  past  week,  being  pretty  full 
though  somewhat  clear.  On  Monday  Tweed  and 
Teviot  rose  about  two  feet,  and  should  perhaps  lead 
to  better  sport  than  has  been  experienced  for  some 
time.  Salmon  still  are  very  scarce,  and  the  reports 
from  the  netting  stations  do  not  encourage  hopes 
of  much  improvement.  On  Saturday  last  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Roxburgh  had  one  salmon  of  181b., 
and  on  Monday  one  of  81b.,  both  on  Floors  upper 
water.  At  Rutherford  Lodge,  on  April  27,  the  Rev. 
J.  Langton  Clark  had  one  salmon  of  121b.,  caught 
with  trouting  tackle,  on  the  Till.  •  On  May  2,  Mr. 
Colquhon  had  one  salmon  of  91b.  Below  Kelso 
Bridge,  on  April  30,  Mr.  Duncan  Hill  caught  two 
pike,  51b.  and  4^1b. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bauu  and  Tributaries. — Atmospheric  condi- 
tions have  been  against  angling,  thimder,  heavy 
showers  of  rain  and  hail,  light  winds  and  frost  at 
night,  having  been  experienced  in  the  past  week. 
Fresh  water  came  into  the  Maine,  Blackwater, 
Ballinderry,  and  Moyola,  but  not  enough  to  cause 
a  flood  sufficient  to  clear  the  impurities  off  the 
bottoms  of  these  streams.  The  Bann  fell  eight 
inches,  and  all  the  sections  were  in  order,  but  the 
wind  was  so  strong  that  boats  could  not  be  kept  on 
any  of  the  casts,  and  only  a  few  trout  were  caught 
from  the  banks.  Salmon  continue  coming  in  from 
the  sea,  and  are  resting  on  the  portions  of  the  river 
between  Caronroe  and  Kilrea,  where  they  find  the 
water  of  the  highest  temperature. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — The  weather  was 
wet  and  stormy  for  the  greater  part  of  the  past 
week,  but  the  river  was  in  good  order,  and  Mr. 
C.  J.  Singleton's  fisherman  landed  three  fresh  run 
salmon  of  181b.,  I21b.,  and  101b.  Trouting  continues 
good  on  the  river,  and  some  nice  catches  of  trout 
were  had  on  it  during  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — Mr.  Rut- 
ledge  caught  a  beautiful  trout  of  6|lb.  on  the  Erne 
at  Belleek  during  the  past  week,  and  Sir  H.  B. 
Robertson,  Dr.  Aiken,  and  Mr.  Hamilton  also 
enj  yed  some  good  sport.  The  net  and  box  fishery 
continue  to  capture  some  fine  salmon,  and  next 
week  will  see  salmon  fishing  with  the  rod  begin  on 
the  Erne. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Galway  River. — Good  sport  has  been  got  here 
for  the  last  fortnight,  and  heavy  bags  obtained. 
One  rod,  fishing  four  days,  landed  seventeen  salmon, 
ranging  in  weight  from  101b.  to  23ilb.  The  rod 
catch  last  week  was  forty-five  salmon,'564ilb.  The 
grilse  have  begun  to  run  very  early  this  season 
(three  have  already  been  killed  by  the  nets),  and 
with  favourable  weather  it  is  expected  there  will  be 
a  good  number  on  the  angling  water  by  the  middle 
of  the  month.  The  river  is  at"  present  well  stocked 
with  spring  fish. — W.  N.  Milne. 

Killaruey. — Sport  has  improved  in  both  salmon 
and  brown  trout  departments.  Salmon  have  been 
rising  better  and  appear  to  be  more  numerous  than 
usual.  Sport  has  been  backward  at  Glencar ;  also 
at  Caragh.  On  the  mountain  lakes  in  the  district 
brown  trout  have  yielded  good  sport  on  favourable 
days.— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  River  (oo.  Cork). — River  rose  considerably 
on  May  2,  and  is  now  in  very  good  order.  On 
Ardrum  water.  Colonel  Silem  had  one  salmon  61b.; 
on  Rooves,  M.  Lyons,  two,  81b.  and  lOlb.;  on 
Nettleville,  H.  Welch  Thornton,  one,  131b.;  R. 
Nettles,  one,  Hlb.  and  l^Ir.  Powlett,  three,  91b., 
lllb.,  111b.;  at  Carrigadrohid,  F.  St.  Leger  Carter, 
two,  l^lh.  and  91b.;  on  Oak  Grove,  S.  levers,  eleven, 
6Jlb.,71b.,  81b.,  81b.,  8Jlb.,8Jlb.,91b.,9lb.,  lllb.,  lllb. 
and  141b.;  on  Warren's  Court,  Coptain  Rushbrook, 
three,  9Jlb.,  101b.,  101b.;  Colonel  North  three, 
7ilb.,  91b.,  91b.,  on  .Ashton;  Mr.  Sargent  one,  121b., 
on  Mashonaglass ;  H.  Morritt  one,  71b. ;  and  H. 
Austen,  four,   7lb.,  9lb.,    101b.,    131b.,    on  Lord 
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Bandon's  water ;  Colonel  Tr6tmaii  one,  lO  Jlb.,  and 
Major  Aahurst  three,  71b.,  91b.,  101b.,  on  William's 
Hotel  water  (Macroom);  R.  Barry  two,  211b.  and 
lllb. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Curraue,  etc.  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry).— 
The  weather  has  been  against  angling  for  much  of 
the  time  since  last  report,  and  as  far  as  salmon  are 
concerned  sport  has  been  very  poor.  The  usual 
number  of  boats  have  not  been  out.  On  April  27, 
J.  J.  Sullivan,  fishing  for  Mr.  Mason,  caught  a  nice 
salmon  of  Kilb. ;  and  James  Leary,  fishing  for  Major 
Cresswell,  one  of  91b.  on  April  30.  Sea-trout  are 
coming  up  slowly,  and  nothing  has  been  seen 
of  peal  so  far.  At  time  of  writing  the  weather  has 
improved  a  good  deal,  from  an  angling  point  of 
view,  and  the  prospects  are  therefore  much 
improved.  Brown  trout  have  afforded  good 
sport  on  a  couple  of  days,  and  rock  fishing 
has  also  yielded  nice  sport  in  this  department.  On 
the  mountain  lakes  brown  trout  are  now  rising  well 
to  the  flies.  The  following  were  the  best  takes  on 
these  several  waters : — On  Dunane,  one  of  three 
dozen  ;  on  Cummeravanig,  one  of  thirty-three  ;  on 
Brickdarrig,  one  of  forty  ;  on  Filealougha,  one  of 
two  dozen ;  and  on  Coomavsher,  one  of  thirty. 
The  brown  trout  on  all  these  waters  run  small  as  a 
rule.— T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  niasfc  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).  —  The 
fishing  on  these  waters  has  been  very  good  during 
the  past  week,  and  some  large  baskets  of  trout  are 
being  made  daily.  The  trout  are  rising  well  to  the 
fly,  and  should  the  present  favourable  weather  con- 
tinue these  loughs  should  afford  excellent  sport  for 
the  next  few  weeks. — O.  D. 

Lough  nXelvin.  —  Sport  has  been  first  -  rate 
during  the  past  week.  Mr.  H.  H.  Walker  landed 
four  fresh-run  salmon  of  131b.,  lllb.,  illb.,  and 
101b.  ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Mulholland  landed  three  salmon  of 
71b.,  lllb..  and  121b.;  Mr.  A.  Scott,  on  April  28 
and  29,  landed  three  salmon  of  121b.,  lllb.,  and 
lOilb. ;  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Walker  one  salmon  of  121b. 
On  April  28  Mr.  Morrow  landed  one  salmon  of 
131b.;  on  April  30  Mr.  J.  Johnston  one  of  121b. 
Trouting  has  been  good  on  the  lake  during  the  past 
week,  and  the  following  anglers  had  good  sport 
amongst  the  gillaroos  and  brown  trout: — Captain 
Van-Koughnet,  R.N.,  Lady  Jane  Van-Koughnet, 
Captain  Auchinleck,  Mrs.  Auchinleok,  the  Masters 
Scott,  Dr.  Blayney,  Mr.  Curtler,  Mr.  S.  Whitington, 
Mr.  Whitington,  jun.,  Dr.  Whiteford,  M.D.,  Mr.  J. 
Paterson,  N.A.,  Mr.  Vere-Gregory,  D.I.,  Mr.  J.  G. 
Gahan,  Mr.  Morgan,  Mr.  F.  H.  Moloney,  Dr.  Lums- 
den,  Mr.  Hayes,  etc.  There  were  a  number  of 
gillaro  trout  amongst  those  taken,  weighing  lib., 
l^lb.  and  1  Jib. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pollan  fishermen  are  doing 
fairly,  and  the  demand  from  Billingsgate  is  steady, 
at  fairly  remunerative  prices.  Trout-netters  have 
done  well  so  far. — J.  A.  B. 

Mourue  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 
The  rivers  are  running  low,  and  trouting  is  not  at 
all  good.  The  weather  continues  cold  and  change- 
able. Until  heavy  rain  falls  there  will  be  little 
change  in  the  temperature. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Slayo). — Water  in  good  order 
with  south  winds,  and  lots  of  fish  in  the  pools. 
We  are  getting  a  good  number  of  a  large  size  in  the 
nets.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  landed  a  few  fish  during  the 
week  on  the  upper  water.  On  Lough  Conn  Mr. 
Scroop  got  a  good  spring  fish  on  April  29,  ll^lb., 
and  one  on  May  1,  121b.,  and  a  large  trout  51b. 
Messrs.  Doyle  and  Argle  had  nice  baskets  of  trout, 
and  Colonel  Hewitt  a  spring  salmon  of  IS^lb. 
Sport  is  fair. — John  Devebs. 

Foixtoou  (Augleis'  Hotel). — The  weather  has 
been  too  rough  dtuing  greater  part  of  week  for 
fishing,  still  there  has  been  very  nice  sport.  Mr. 
S.  S.  Mas^op  killed  fourteen  nice  trout  in  three  dajs, 
largest  lOlb.,  and  one  salmon  on  May  3  of  12lb. 
Salmon  and  trout  fishing  has  not  been  so  good  for 
many  years  on  those  loughs  as  it  has  been  this 
season. — P.  Healy. 

Shannon  (Castlecouuell).  —  The  w  eatlier  has 
been  very  unsettled ;  on  May  1  we  had  very  heavy 
rain,  followed  by  a  thunder  storm  and  a  very  severe 
hailstorm.  The  river  was  in  full  flood  on  Monday, 
very  much  discoloured  and  quite  unfishable.  On 
Doonas,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  seven  salmon, 
141b.,  131b.,  30^1b.,  141b.,  \2^\b.,  30lb.,  29^1b.  On 
Hermitage,  Mr.  \^'.  C.  .Jones  killed  two  salmon,  lllb. 
each.  On  New  Garden  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed  one 
salmon,  2(ilb.  On  the  Castle  fishery  Mr.  G.  W. 
Greenhill  killed  one  salmon,  25ilb. ;  Mr.  John 
Enright  two  salmon,  301b.,  24  jib.  On  Prospect  the 
fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  301b. — John  Enricjht 
AND  Son. 

Shepperton  Lakes  (Leap,  co.  Cork). — Lady 
Margaret  Campbell,  Captain  Power,  H.F.A.,  and 
Captain  Turner,  fishing  during  the  past  week,  have 
had  excellent  sport  with  trout.  Fish  plentiful  and 
rising  freely.  Captain  Turner,  one  day,  landing 
twenty-two  fish,  weighing  ovtr  lllb. — W.  Haynes 
AND  Son. 


SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytaux  (April  30). — In  the  lower  part  of  the 
Rhone  Valley  fishing  prospects  seemed  to  be 
improving  at  the  end  of  last  week,  and  several 
anajlers  took  the  field,  two  of  them  going  so  far  as 
Vernayaz  to  fish  the  reach  between  the  Pissevache 
fall  and  the  Rhone.  They  got  some  eighteen  fish 
in  the  day,  but  nothing  large.  The  place  being  in 
the  Canton  Valais  is  affected  by  a  rule  on  the  permis 
—  evidently'  a  survival  from  darker  ages,  for  the 
guidance  of  worm  fishing  pot-hunters — that  one 
hook  only  is  to  be  used  !  Properly  treated  and 
looked  after  this  would  become  an  ideal  fly  fishing 
stream  for  trout  and  grayling.  I  caught  some  forty 
there  once  in  two  half-days.  On  Monday  the 
Colonel  found  the  Stockalpor  clear  and  a  few  trout 
rising  near  Vionaz.  but  before  long  a  strong  hise 
began  to  blow,  and  he  and  another  angler  gave  up 
fishing.  On  Tuesday  the  lower  part  of  the  stream 
was  tried  in  the  afternoon,  but  again  the  violence 
of  the  hiae  stopped  the  fishing.  The  impressions 
gained  by  some  half-dozen  anglers  this  week  caimot 
have  been  very  encouraging,  and  yet  lucky  days  do 
sometimes  come.  Certainly  the  water  above  and 
below  the  Porte  du  Scex  looked  in  beautiful  order, 
of  nice  depth  and  tint,  and  a  few  small  trout  were 
rising  on  Friday  afternoon,  but  there  were  no  anglers 
within  eight. — Benwyan.  [I  hope  to  send  "  Ben- 
wyan"  proofs  soon.— Ed.] 


SEA  FISHING. 

Penzance. — Ground  fishing,  very  light  sport,  but 
hope  the  coming  neaps  will  improve  matters.  Rod 
fishing  from  piers,  moderate  sport ;  whiffing  for 
pollack,  splendid  spoit;  catches  100  down. — J.  H. 
Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth, — The  weather  still  continues  fine  and 
all  the  fishing  boats  are  at  sea.  Mackerel  still  keep 
at  a  distance,  a  few  very  fine  ones  have  been  taken 
outside  the  breakwater.  Pier  fishing  is  now  in  full 
swing,  and  nice  pollack  are  being  taken  off  the 
Promenade  Pier,  averaging  in  size  from  Jib.  to  21b. 
It  will  be  good  news  for  the  rod  fishermen  to  know 
that  there  will  not  be  so  many  excursion  steamers 
putting  into  the  above  pier  this  summer  as  they 
intend  using  the  West  Hoe  tPier.  The  list  of  edible 
fish  for  the  month  include  sturgeon,  salmon,  peal, 
trout,  dory,  scad,  mackerel,  thornback,  conger  eel, 
bass  surmullet,  launce,  pollack,  hake,  atherine 
(smelt),  wrasse,  turbot,  brill. — William  Heabdeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 


Jlssociaitons,  etc. 

Anglees'  Association. 
I  am  pleased  to  report  that  a  silver  cup,  similar  to 
the  Trustees'  Cup  presented  for  competition  to  our 
members  two  years  ago,  has  been  offered  by  gentle- 
men for  competition  upon  conditions  similar  to 
those  drawn  up  for  the  before-mentioned  cup,  with 
this  difference.  The  cup  will  become  the  property 
of  the  club  whose  any  four  members'  aggregate 
catch  is  the  heaviest.  To  compensate  individual 
members  several  cash  prizes  have  been  given.  The 
competition  is  open,  and  free  to  members  of  the 
association,  and  will  be  fished  off  at  Amberley  on 
June  19.  Further  particulars  and  tickets  will  be 
forwarded  to  societies  at  an  early  date.  I  also  wish 
to  call  attention  to  an  error  I  made  in  last  week's 
repoT't  of  delegate  meeting.  The  annual  dinner 
takes  place  on  Monday,  May  30,  not  23. — R.  G.  W. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the 
receipt  of  the  following  sums  : — Izaak  Walton  A.S., 
annual  donation,  10s.  Od.  ;  Wellington  A.S.,  box, 
£1  15s. ;  Original  Alexandra,  £2  18s.  ;  Hoxton 
Brothers,  £3  9s.  6d. ;  Mrs.  Webster,  per  Hoxton 
Brothers,  lOs. ;  Queen's  Piscatorials,  £2.  The 
membership  cards  will  shortly  be  ready.  As  the 
accounts  will  be  passed  at  our  next  meeting.  May  13, 
the  issue  of  the^usual  lists  will  be  deferred  till  after 
that  date,  so  that  balance-sheet  can  accompany 
same.  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  a  few  friends 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  our  numbers  stand  at 
over  2000.  Prize  distribution,  June  13. — W.  H. 
Babbes,  9,  Hetley-road,  Shepherd's  Bush. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  very  successful  meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday 
last,  the  occasion  being  that  of  a  ver>'  fine  enter- 
tainment and  conversazione,  arranged  and  managed 
by  the  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  entitled, 
"  Memories  of  the  Past  and  Anticipations  of  the 
Future."  Mr.  R.  Snare  presided.  Mr.  Parker 
opened  the  proceedings  by  reading  a  short  and 
entertaining  paper  or  lecture,  introducing  to  the 
meeting  a  most  magnificent  collection  of  pictorial 
and  illuminated  postcards  and  other  illustrations, 
relating  principally  to  angling  and  topography, 
notable  personalities  and  numerous  scenes,  however. 


being  included,  all  eyes  feasting  on  the  pictorial 
repast.  Those  with  musical  ears  were  equally  if  not 
more  delighted  with  the  fine  musical  programme, 
which  commenced  with  a  very  pretty  overture, 
specially  composed  for  the  occasion.  It  is  im- 
possible to  mention  all  the  items,  but  all  the  artists 
acquitted  themselves  splendidly.  Miss  L.  Barrett 
at  the  piano  was  very  efficient,  whilst  Mr.  E.  C. 
Parker,  G.S.M.  (violin),  and  Mr.  B.  A.  Parker  (man- 
doline and  fairy  bells)  ably  contributed  some  fine 
rnorceaux  to  the  instrumental  portion.  The  vocalists 
were  : — Miss  L.  Barrett  (who  showed  a  delightful 
versatility),  Mr.  E.  J.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  W.  S. 
Brougham,  the  latter  gentleman  giving  some  good 
humorous  songs.  Last,  but  no  least,  some  pretty 
recitations  were  very  beautifully  and  effectively 
given  by  little  Miss  Irene  Barrett,  who  was  greatly 
applauded.  The  national  anthem,  together  with 
the  usual  toast,  and  hearty  votes  of  thanks  to  Mr. 
Parker,  the  artistes,  and  the  chairman,  closed  the 
proceedings.  During  the  evening  two  members 
wore  elected  and  other  applications  received.  Will 
members  please  note  that  Mr.  E.  P.  Beamont,  40, 
Lordship-park,  Stoke  Newington,  N.,  has  kindly 
consented  to  manage  outing  to  Leigh  on  Tuesday, 
May  10,  when  a  prize  will  be  given  by  Mr.  Wichten- 
dahl.  Those  intending  to  join  sho\ild  write,  posting 
letter  not  later  than  Sunday  evening. 

Gbesham  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  presided  at  the  committee 
and  Mr.  C.  J.  Hayward  at  the  ordinary  meeting  on 
Tuesday  last.  Two  new  members  were  elected,  a,nd 
inquiries  received  respecting  membership.  Fishing 
reports  were  rather  poor,  but  Mr.  Gill  was  successful 
in  taking  some  very  nice  trout  from  private  water, 
and  Mr.  Rogers  some  good  trout  from  the  Lea  on 
the  opening  day.  Mr.  J.  Jackson,  hon.  sec.  of  the 
AmbidextraliCulture  Society,  has  kindly  consented 
to  lecture  on  "  Ambidexterity  in  Angling  "  at  the 
Bristol  Room  on  Tuesday  next  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  a 
cordial  invitation  is  given  to  members  and  friends 
of.  any  angling  clubs  to  be  present  on  that  evening. 
Gresham  members  are  particularly  requested  to 
note  this  fixture.  Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  will  be  at 
Chesham  on  Saturday  next  to  give  instruction  in 
fly  casting.  Will  those  gentlemen  requiring  privi- 
lege tickets  please  forward  their  names  as  soon  as 
possible  to  the  hon.  sec,  so  that  no  delay  occurs. — 

F.  E.  Eldbed,  Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBUBY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Hudd  presided  over  both  the  committee  and 
ordinary  meetings  on  May  4.  Mr.  Greenhill  sent 
up  for  the  inspection  of  members  three  species  of 
sticklebacks,  which  were  identified  as  Qmterosteua 
aemiarmatus,  0.  trachurus,  O.  gymnurua.  They  had 
been  taken  from  large  shoals  in  the  Thames  at 
Woolwich,  and  ajperch  of  ten  inches  in  length  had 
also  been  taken.  These  facts  speak  well  for  the 
increasing  purity  of  Father  Thames,  and  surely  if 
these  fish  can  live  and  thrive  the  water  cannot  be 
too  impure  to  allow  the  ascent  of  salmon,  and  when 
the  improvement  extends  to  London  Bridge  the 
Thames  may  be  again  a  salmon  river.  During  the 
evening  Mr.  Greenliill  read  a  paper,  entitled,  "  Some 
Angling  Experiences,"  in  the  course  of  which  ^le 
not  only  recounted  some  notable  successes,  but 
gave  away  to  his  brother  members  some  valuable 
information  as  to  localities  and  specialities  in  fishing. 
The  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  May  18,  and  tho^e 
who  have  not  yet  received  tickets  will  oblige  by 
notifying  the  secretary  as  to  their  requirements. — 

G.  W. 

Piscatobial  Society. 
Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  took  the  chair  at  Monday'.s 
ineeting,  but  news  of  successful  angling  was  wanting 
and  wanted.  Messrs.  H.  H.  Brown,  Robert  C. 
Bkmdell,  and  A.  C.  Poole  had  visited  the  fishful 
Itchen,  but  had  had  svich  a  concatenation  of  un- 
toward circumstances  to  contend  with  that  their 
baskets  were  the  reverse  of  burdensome.  First, 
there  was  hialf  a  gale  of  wind  blowing,  which 
whisked  away  almost  every  fly  as  soon  as  it  was 
hatched  ;  secondly,  the  lethargy  of  the  trout  was 
unusually  pronoimced ;  and  lastly,  there  was  a 
severe  cyclonic  disturbance  rapidly  approaching. 
The  trout  consequently  could  not  be  cajoled  into 
taking,  and  refused  to  budge  an  inch  from  the 
bottom  of  the  river,  to  which  they  had  apparently 
attached  themselves.  Only  small  fish  attempted 
to  partake  of  the  scanty  fare — the  few  Olives, 
blue-winged  and  otherwise — which  in  the  more 
sheltered  spots  wore  on  the  water's  surface.  At 
Uxbridge  things  were  equally  quiet ;  thero  was 
plenty  of  water,  but  neither  fly  up  nor  fish 
moving,  An  item  of  cheering  intelUgence  came 
from  the  Lambourn,  where  one  member  amongst 
many  had  creeled  a  brace  of  trout  over  a  pound 
weight  apiece.  The  March  Brown  fished  wet  was 
the  fly  used.  From  the  Kennet  reports  were  nil. 
Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  and  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  have 
been  appointed  to  represent  the  society  on  the  com- 
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mittee  for  fly  and  bait  casting  in  connection  witli 
the  forthcoming  Crystal  Palace  Tournament.— Hon. 
Sep.  5 


Weybkidge  Angling  A.ssociation. 
A-  meeting  was  held  at  the  Old  Crown  Hotel.  Wey- 
1  nidge,  on  Monday  last,  and  as  nmny  as  fourteen  new 
members  were  elected.    The  association  has  been 
tormed  to  encourage  sportsmanlike  angling  and  to 
Insist  in  protecting  the  local  tisheries.     Mr.  Frank 
Holme-Sumner,  C.C.  (T.A.P.S.),  is  president  of  the 
association,  Mr.  Charles  H.  Wlieeley  (T.A.P.S.)  is 
cliairman.  and   Mr.   C.  C.   Briggs,   "  Hohriwood," 
Monument    Hill.    Weybridge,    is    secretary.  The 
[.    rules  of  tlie  association,  as  approved  and  confirmed, 
[■    were  read,  and  it  was  announced  that  prizes  for 
I.    competitions  were  offered  by  the  president  and 
l    chairman,  also  by  Messrs.  Warren,  Cox,  Kelly,  and 
;     Hammerton.    Xo  competitions  for  gross  weight  of 
t     fish  or  for  money  prizes  will  be  pennitted.  The 
subscription  is  5s.  per  annum  for  members  residing 
within  a  twelve-mile  radius  of  the  as,s()ciation's 
lieadquarters,  or  Sis.  per  annum  outside  tliat  limit, 
i'iie  president  occupied  the  chair,  and  congratulated 
those  present  on  the  association  being  so  successfully 
started    and    a    numerous    membership  assured. 
Meetings  of  the  association  will  take  place  monthly. 
Intending  members  are  requested  to  forward  their 
names  and  addresses  to  the  secretary. 


Provineial  Angling  Hotes 

mv^t  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  concert  was  held  at  the  Gaiety  Concert 
Hall  on  May  1  last  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Bir- 
mingham ^glers'  Benevolent  Society,  but  I  am 
sorry  to  say  that  the  affair  was  not  a  success. 
When  it  is  taken  into  consideration  that  the  sum  of 
£22  was  paid  for  the  rent  of  the  hall,  and  that  only 
about  three  himdred  people  attended  the  concert, 
it  goes  to  show  that  there  will  be  a  loss  to  the 
society.  Trout  fishing  has  been  very  quiet  of  late, 
l)ut  the  rivers  are  in  splendid  condition.  We  have 
had  very  cold  nights  and  mornings,  which  have 
interfered  with  sport.  The  Gun  AngUng  Society 
liad  two  special  contests  in  aid  of  their  prize 
fimd  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  last,  and  have 
been  well  patronised.  We  have  lately  had  some 
fine  trout  sent  into  oiu"  market.  I  saw  some  on 
Tuesday  that  weighed  over  41b.  each  ;  they  were  in 
fine  condition,  but  from  inspection  they  were 
evidently  caught  with  the  net. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Sport  on  the  river  Hull  has  greatly  improved 
during  the  week,  and  a  few  very  nice  trout  have 
been  secured  in  the  top  stretches.  The  Driffield 
<  anal  is  now  in  first-class  condition  for  operations 
•  it  her  with  fly  or  minnow.    The  Frodingham  Beck 

also  in  nice  order  and  fish  well  on  the  move.  In 
the  Hernpholme  district  of  the  river,  odd  nice  trout 
liave  been  secured  by  .swimming  the  worm,  and  at 
Hull  Bridge  and  Grovehill  floimders  are  now  well  on 
the  rim  and  furnishing  good  sport.  The  Oxonian 
.\.A.  opened  their  season  in  the  vicinity  of  Hull 
Bridge,  and  had  fairly  good  sport,  Mr.  John  Daddy 
securing  the  first  prize  with  31b.  4ioz.  The  Aber- 
crombie  A.S.  also  fished  their  first  match  of  the 
Mea.son  in  the  same  district,  the  first  three  winners 
being  Messr^.  A.  Blackman,  lib.  I2|oz.,  Fred 
Rowden,  lib.  lOJoz.,  and  L.  Blackman,  lib.  7|oz. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  all  anglers  in  this  coimty 
to  know  that  Mr.  Andrew  Henry  is  to  remain 
,  amongst  u.s.  His  efforts  to  promote  the  late 
piscatorial  exhibition  in  .Vlanchester  are  green  in 
our  memories.  The  Clifton  Anglers  intend  to  have 
a  busy  match  fishing  season,  having  arranged 
fixtures  for  June  1 1  and  25,  July  0  and  Aug.  20,  in 
addition  to  other  general  or  association  events. 
The  Bollin  is  still  in  good  order,  and  fishing  fairly 
well.  The  usual  annual  request  to  avoid  damaging 
growing  crops  is  again  issued.  Angling  matters  in 
Liverpool  are  quiet,  but  in  Bolton  they  are  very 
busy  preparing  for  Whitsuntide. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  secnjtary  of  the  West  Salford  A. A.  is  very 
anxious  to  get  the  tickets  out  to  the  various  clubs. 
At  the  next  meeting  of  the  delegates  an  important 
bit  of  business  is  down  for  decision,  and  a  full 

1  rniiHter  is  urgently  requested.  Although  we  are 
well  into  the  month  angling  matters  uro  quiet  in 
thi.H  city.    By  way  of  helping  city  rods  to  select  a 

i  ,  place  for  visiting  in  Whit  week,  a  little  news  of  the 
•  Rhyl  Association  waters  may  assist.  A  local  rod 
recently  there  reports  thirty-one  fish  from  associa- 

'    tion  waters.    A  weekly  ticket  is  now  issued  covering 


twenty-five  miles.  A  cheap  day  can  be  had  on 
Lake  Crafnaut  for  Gd.  and  a  (id.  licence.  Llanwyrst 
nearest  station.  Angliers  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  over  a  thousand  fish  have  just  been  placed  in 
the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  by  some  of  the  members. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Boisterous  winds  have  militated  against  sport  on 
the  various  tributaries  near  our  city.  On  the  Greet 
and  Dover  Beck,  (lower  sections)  a  few  brace  of 
trout  have  bee.n  taken  with  the  various  kinds  of 
worm  ;  on  Monday  the  fly  season,  sis  regards 
the  upper  reaches,  was  opened,  with,  however, 
indifferent  results,  for  owing  to  the  wiiul  it  was 
nearly  impossible  to  throw  a  fly.  1  am  extremely 
sorry,  after  years  of  fishing  at  Weston-on-Trent 
and  King's  Mills,  to  record  the  death  of  the  old 
keeper,  George  Holmes.  The  deceased  died  rather 
suddenly  on  Wednesday,  April  27.  He  had  a  hand 
in  the  landing  of  many  fine  salmon  when  these  fisli 
were  so  numerous  in  the  Trent.  Usually  salmon 
work  upwai'ds  to  the  favoiu  ito  haiints  at  Shardlow 
and  King's  Mills,  where  the  oblique  weirs  seem, 
from  some  cause  oi-  other,  to  bar  their  progress. 
True  they  attempt  the  passage,  but  only,  time  after 
time,  to  fall  backwards.  It  was  in  this  connection 
that  I  first  met  Holmes,  who  was  the  keeper  of  Mr. 
T.  Wood,  the  les.see  of  the  King's  Mills  stretch, 
and  who  is  still 'the  lessee. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  and  smaller  streams  are  in  good  angling 
condition.  An  increased  number  of  rods  have  been 
out  this  week,  and  sport  has  been  better.  The 
annual  meeting  of  the  Worcester  A.S.  was  a  very 
successful  affair.  The  president,  Lieut.  Franklin, 
occupied  the  chair,  and  the  assembly  room  at  the 
Bull's  Head  Hotel  was  crowded.  The  report  and 
balance  sheet  showed  the  numerical  strength  of  the 
society  to  be  far  in  advance  of  past  years,  and  their 
financial  position  to  be  very  good.  The  prizes  were 
numerous  and  valuable.  A  very  largely  attended 
smoking  concert,  in  connection  with  the  Kidder- 
minster and  District  A.A.,was  held  at  the  Roebuck 
Hotel,  Kidderminster,  under  the  presidency  of  Mr. 
W.  C.  Sadler,  when  the  opportimity  was  taken  of 
presenting  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  of  Worcester,  president 
of  the  Provincial  A. A.,  and  the  anglers'  representa- 
tive of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  with  a  specimen 
of  the  Kidderminster  looms  in  the  shape  of  a  large 
and  very  handsome  Tiu-kish  rug,  in  recognition  of 
his  long  devotion  to  the  anglers'  cause,  and  for  his 
energetic  action  on  the  Fishery  Board  in  defending 
the  privileges  of  the  Severn  angler.  A  similar 
presentation  was  made  to  Mr.  H.  W.  Miller,  the 
popular  secretary  of  the  Provincial  A. A.,  for  the 
valuable  service  he  has  rendered  that  body,  which 
has  led  to  its  present  success  and  prosperous  con- 
dition. The  presentations  were  made  by  the 
chairman,  who  in  felicitous  terms  eulogised  the 
services  which  had  been  rendered  by  both  gentlemen. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  reports  during  the  close  time  for  coarse 
fishing  are  rather  bald,  and  so  far  as  trout  are 
concerned  there  is  rarely  much  to  record  in  the 
limited  area  at  the  disposal  of  purely  local  rodmen. 
On  Monday,  May  2,  Mr.  D.  Langstaffe,  the  secretary 
of  the  York  Amalgamation,  broke  the  monotony  by 
securing  two  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  in  private 
waters.  The  fish  scaled  half  a  pound  each,  which 
is  a  fair  average.  Worm,  the  only  practicable  bait 
in  small  streams  where  catches  are  of  the  smallest, 
was  used.  On  April  28  a  few  pike  were  taken  in 
the  river  Foss,  just  outside  the  city,  and  more 
recently  a  number  of  eels  were  caught.  Blusterj' 
winds  have  prevailed,  and  the  Ouse  has  been 
somewhat  discoloured  by  the  freshets.  The  Amal- 
gamated Society  of  Anglers  approached'  the  estates 
committee  of  the  York  Corporation  on  the  subject 
of  the  barren  swans  on  the  Ouse,  a  hope  being 
expressed  that  all  such  might  be  taken  off  the  river 
during  the  fish  spawnihg  season  on  account  of  the 
immense  amoimt  of  damage  which  the  swans  do 
by  devouring  the  spawn  of  roach  and  other  fish. 
The  committee  have  been  unable  to  accede  to  the 
reqviest  of  the  Amalgamation,  and  the  City  Coimcil, 
at  their  meeting  on  May  2,  confirmed  the  report  of 
their  committee. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  changeable  and  generally 
against  angling  in  all  quarters,  and  sport  has  not 
l)een  up  to  anticipation  anywhere.  At  time  of 
writing,  however,  a  favourable  change  has  set  in, 
and  the  prospects  are  much  improved  all  round. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Watervillo  Board  of  Fishery 
Conservators  last  week,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
clerk  write  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  asking 
if  the  season  for  white  tro\it  fishing  could  not  be 
terminated  on  Oct.  1  in  each  year,  instead  of  Oct.  15 
as  at  present,  as  the  fish,  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
board,  are  in  a  spawning  state  from  Oct.  1,  and  that 


it  would  materially  benefit  the  spawning  if  those 
fisli  were  allowed  to  have  a  free  run  from  Oct.  I. 

BeIvFA.ST  and  DrSTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  again  dead  low.  Since  last  notes 
little  was  done  on  the  rivers  as  a  rule.  Colonel 
Stokes  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Archdall,  out  on  the 
Belfast  Anglers'  waters  at  Crossgar,  killed  twelve 
trout  each  up  to  lib.,  and  on  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Lagan,  Mr.  Faulkn<!7-  had  a  dozen  trout.  Fishing 
the  (lough  on  April  :{0,  Mi'.  A.  ,J.  Collins  creeled 
tw(!nty-four  trout  up  to  IJIb.,  and  on  the  Six-mile 
some  fish  were  landed.  On  Marshallstown,  Mr. 
.Tames  Murray  and  Mr.  B.  M'lldowney  had  a  dozen 
each  up  to  Jib.,  and  some  smaller  catches  were  made 
at  Woodburn.  This  week  2000  rainbows  of  the 
"  Trinity  "  strain  will  be  put  into  the  Antrim  Road 
Basin  by  the  Ulster  Anglers  to  replace  the  1.500 
which  died  on  the  passage  from  England. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  Wednesday's  meeting,  at  the  society's  rooms 
in  Fetter-lane,  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflialo  occupied  the  chair 
Reports  from  agents  and  members  having  been 
disposed  of,  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  an  old  member,  read 
a  paper  on  "Bass  and  Mullet  Fishing  at  Mar- 
gate," his  paper  being  listened  to  by  a  large 
audience  with  much  interest,  and  received  with 
considerable  applause.  Remarking  that  the 
society  had  in  their  stations  book  given  Margate 
credit  for  its  whiting,  codling,  and  plaice  fishing 
from  August  to  December,  he  pleaded  that 
notice  should  be  taken  of  the  large  numbers  of  bass 
and  mullet  taken  there,  the  former  in  the  months  of 
June,  July  and  August,  the  latter  from  June  to 
October.  Of  their  size  and  excellence  he  gave  ample 
demonstration  by  exhibiting  mounted  specimens — 
bass  up  to  15|lb.,  very  largely  exceeding  the 
two  on  the  society's  walls  with  which  Mr.  Aflalo 
took  the  "Sarcelle"  Challenge  Cup  in  1902,  and 
the  grey  mullet,  the  largest  one  of  over  81b. 
Two  fine  specimens  freshly  caught  were  exhibited. 
The  largest  bass  were  caught  from  the  jetty  and 
the  whole  of  the  shore  in  front  of  Margate,  in  very 
shallow  water,  when  driven  in  by  bad  weather.  A 
light  jack  rod  for  shore  fishing,  just  strong  enough 
to  check  a  fish  when,  as  sometimes  happens,  he 
make.^  a  bolt  of  it,  Nottingham  and  winch  and 
150  yards  of  plaited  silk  line,  well  dressed  with  hot 
vaseline  to  keep  it  from  soaking,  a  single  salmon  gut 
trace  with  two  codling  hooks.  Bait,  natural  sprat  or 
sand-eel  of  small  size  in  salt ;  a  baby  spinner  may  be 
used,  and  a  large  green  fly  with  plenty  of  tinsel  and 
a  red  sealing-wax  head,  as  made  by  Hoarder,  of 
Plymouth,  is  a  very  killing  bait,  but  there  is  nothing 
to  beat  skate  or  bloater  roe  in  ripe  condition.  Land- 
ing-net he  preferred  to  the  gaff.  Boat  fishing  was 
best  practised  in  Palm  Bay  to  the  eastward  of  the 
Long  Nose  buoy  off  the  Ness.  Spring  tides  pre- 
ferred, fishing  from  high  water  to  three  hours  ebb. 
For  boat  fishing  a  good  stiff  12ft.  cane  rod  is  best. 
But  the  grey  mullet,  he  considered,  afforded  the 
best  sport.  Rough  sea  angling  would  not  capture 
him ;  fine  tackle  and  great  attention  and  skill 
were  absolutely  necessary  as  he  was  a  shy  feeder. 
No  neophyte  or  careless  man  could  capture  the 
"carp  of  the  sea."  A  light  10ft.  cane  rod  fairly 
stiff,  a  5in.  check  winch  with  large  drum, 
plaited  silk  hue.  Cork  float  with  rubber  band  stop 
on  the  line  for  adjusting  depth,  rings  on  rod  large 
enough  to  pass  the  stop,  the  float  running  down  to 
the  lead  on  hauling  up.  The  chairman,  Mr.  Aflalo, 
congratulated  Mr.  Gumm  on  his  success,  as  he  had 
never  been  able  to  catch  one  in  England,  and  quite 
agreed  with  him  as  to  the  skill  required ;  a  good 
discussion  ensued,  a  number  of  members  taking 
part.  Thanks  were  passed  to  lecturers  and  chair- 
man, and  the  subject  for  next  week  announced  as 
"  Life-Saving  Demonstration." — H.  P. 

NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTS, 

The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  55 
and  66,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 

28,135.  Fish  gags.  Patentees:  S.  Allcock  and  Co 
and  S.  Allcock,  Standard  Works,  Red- 
ditch,  Worcestershire.  A  gag  for  holding 
the  mouths  of  fish  open  while  the  hcoks 
are  extracted,  has  ends  which  are  in- 
serted in  the  mouth,  the  gag  being  locked 
in  position  by  the  plate.  The  provisional 
specilication  describes  also  a  forui  in 
which  each  arm  is  in  two  pie -ts  hinged 
at  the  centre,  for  folding  up,  and  they  are 
shaped  so  that  each  half  giips  the  other 
when  opened  out. 
3322.  Thomas  William  Price  Oakley,  77, 
Colmore-row,  Birmingham.  "  Improve- 
ments in  fishing  rod  rings,  or  their 
equivalents." 
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"  Ramblinc)  is  a  science:  it  is  the  (jastronomy  of 
he  eye." — H.  de  Balzac. 


A  VALUABLE  silver  loving-cup  has  been  presented 
to  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  by  Mr.  F.  W. 
Norman,  a  member  of  the  committee,  and  it  is  now 
open  to  competition  by  the  members  under  condi- 
tions which  have  been  posted  to  every  member  of 
the  society.  The  cup  is  to  be  taken  and  held  year 
by  year  as  a  perpetual  challenge  cup,  to  be  fished 
for  with  rod  and  line,  and  the  section  of  coast 
selected  for  1904  is  the  south  coast  of  Devon  and 
Cornwall  from  Seaton  to  Land's  End,  excluding 
the  Scilly  Isles.  The  competition  will  be  open  from 
July  1  to  Dec.  31  inclusive. 


Saturday,  June  11,  has  been  fixed  as  the  date  of 
the  formal  opening  of  the  new  Teddington  Lock. 
This,  the  largest  lock  on  the  Thames,  has  been  in 
course  of  construction  since  March,  1901.  From 
start  to  finish  it  will  have  cost  £28,000,  and  its  use 
will  remove  a  long-standing  reproach  to  the 
navigation  of  the  upper  river. 


An  csprey  has  recently  been  caught  on  Lake 
Windermere  ;  it  had  struck  at  a  fish,  and  got  its 
claws  closed  together,  and  while  in  this  helpless 
condition  a  fisherman  secured  it.  In  Reading  I  saw 
a  robin's  nest  in  a  book-case  ;  the  bird  had  come 
into  the  bedroom  through  the  open  window,  and 
built  her  nest  among  the  books  and  laid  her  eggs 
there.  The  peculiar  ity  of  the  incident  is  that  the 
bedroom  has  been  in  use  during  the  whole  time  of 
the  nest  building.  I  have  heard  of  strange  spots 
for  birds'  nests,  but  no  stranger  than  this  has  ever 
met  the  eyes  of  "  Socius.  '  So  says  the  Reading 
Standard. 


The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Salmon  and 
Trout  Association,  which  was  formed  last  year, 
took  place  on  Tuesday,  May  3,  at  the  Fishmongers' 
Hall.  The  Duke  of  Bedford  presided.  The  state- 
ment submitted  to  the  meeting  showed  that  a  Bill 
to  amend  the  English  Salmon  Acts  had  been  pre- 
pared, as  well  as  an  Irish  Bill,  based  on  the 
Fisheries  (Ireland)  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  intro- 
duced in  the  House  by  Sir  H.  Seton-Karr.  The 
committee  had  also  received  from  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell,  M.P.,  the  draft  of  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Scotch  Salmon  Acts,  but  time  has  not  yet  permitted 
its  consideration.  It  has  been  decided,  as  the  bills 
are  completed,  to  present  them  by  deputation  to 
the  heads  of  the  Government  departments  con- 
cerned, with  an  expression  of  the  hope  that  they 
will  adopt  them  as  Government  measures.  The 
council  notify  that  there  are  at  present  twenty-one 
vice-presidents,  124  members,  and  four  boards  of 
salmon  conservators  affiliated  to  the  association. 
This  statement  was  approved,  and  it  was  further 
decided  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  to  the  danger  of  allowing  sheep-washing 
tanks  to  be  run  off  into  the  various  streams.  The 
officers  of  the  association  were  all  re-elected. 


The  date  of  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Anglers' 
Association  in  the  A.  A.  report  last  week  was  given 
as  May  23.  It  has  now  been  altered  to  Monday, 
May  30,  and  will  be  held  at  the  Manchester  Hotel, 
Aldersgate-street,  under  the  chairmanship  of 
President  Philip  Geen.  During  the  evening  the 
"challenge  shield"  will  be  presented  to  the  Ealing 
Angling  Society,  also  medals  to  both  teams.  A 
very  large  muster  is  anticipated,  and  a  most  enjoy- 
able evening  is  assured. 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Oxford  Angling 
Society  was  held  on  Monday  evening  at  the  Three 
Cups  Hotel,  Queen-street,  the  president,  Mr.  G. 
Mallam,  being  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Burbank,  the 
secretary,  reported  that  the  society  was  in  a 
thoroughly  satisfactory  condition.  The  president 
was  ro-elected  ^nd  the  other  officers  and  committee 
were  reappointed. 


Ma.  Jame.s  Abrowsmith  (Buxton)  writes: — 
"  Referring  to  fir.st  appearances  of  Stono  Fly  this 
season,  1  find  in  my  diary  that  fishing  on  the  Eden 
on  March  31  there  were  many  visible  on  the  water. 
A  day  or  two  later  on  looking  for  creepers  I  found 
them  in  quantities.  On  March  29, 1  saw  four  or  five 
sand-martin.s,  quite  close,  too.  Salmon  disease  is 
fearfully  prevalent  in  Eden  this  year,  nine  out  of 
ten  fish  being  attacked,  and  I  noted  several  dead 
and  dying  trout  from  the  same  cause.  Has  the 
origin  of  the  plague  over  been  discovered  ?  Salmon 
to.)k  freely  during  the  rough,  stormy,  cold  weather, 
but  after  April  19,  when  the  weather  became  milder, 
they  would  scarcely  look  at  anything." 


For  a  special  charm  and  unique  flavour  in  holi- 
day resorts  or  places  of  rest  commend  me  to  Hick- 
ling  Broad.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  of  the 
Norfolk  waterways,  and  there  is  an  indescribable 
s  >mething  in  the  air  of  the  place  which  appeals  to 
those  who  know  it.  As  for  the  fishing,  one  hears 
of  ordinary  catches  of  bream  going  10  stone,  perch 
up  to  41b.  each,  and  rudd  by  the  score,  many  up  to 
lib.  When  I  go  it  is  to  a  delightful  little  retreat 
overlooking  the  Broad  belonging  *o  an  old  friend  of 
mine,  where  one  gets  extraordinarily  well  looked 
after.  I  am  told  that  his  little  place  will  be  un- 
occupied for  several  months  (except  by  the  house- 
keeper, who  will  cook  and  cater  to  visitors'  hearts' 
content).  Further  information  may  be  obtained 
from  Searle,  Bowes-road,  Palmer's  Green,  London. 


The  London  and  North-Western"  Railway  have 
made  another  successful  attempt  to  advance  their 
reputation  for  long  express  runs.  They  have  in- 
augurated a  new  London  to  Manchester  express, 
which  is  to  do  the  journey  daily  in  three  hours  and 
a  half.  Two  years  ago  the  quickest  run  between 
the  two  cities  occupied  four  hours  and  a  quarter. 
This  is  now  shortened  by  forty- five  minutes  in  the 
case  of  the  down  express,  which  leaves  Euston  at 
6  p.m.,  and  in  the  case  of  the  up  express,  which  leaves 
Manchester  at  4.10  p.m.;  the  only  intermediate 
stop,  both  in  going  and  returning,  is  at  Stockport. 
The  183  miles  between  London  and  that  place  is 
done  at  the  speed  of  fifty-five  miles  an  hour.  The 
total  length  of  the  journey  is  about  189  miles.  The 
advantage  of  the  new  express  to  business  men  is 
especially  obvious.  It  is  more  than  ever  feasible  to 
do  the  journey  both  ways  in  a  single  day,  and  to 
have  a  fair  interval  of  time  either  at  Manchester  or 
London  for  the  transaction  of  business. 


May. 

May  is  the  month  of  smiles,  the  gushing  streams 
Are  glad  that  May  upon  them  shines  once  more  ; 

The  flowers  rejoice  'neath  heaven's  unsullied  beams. 
The  woodlands  laugh,  for  she  gives  bounteous 
store. 

The  twittering  birds  sing  carols  loud  and  long. 

And  greet  her  merrily  each  rosy  morn  ; 
All  Nature  joins  them  in  one  perfect  song. 

For  is  not  she  the  .sweetest  month  e'er  born  ? 
Mountain  and  valley,  moor,  and  field,  and  lea. 

She  clothes  in  verdure,  radiant  and  rare. 
And  lends  to  all  her  loving,  tender  glee. 

And  gifts  bestows  that  rich  and  poor  can  share. 
Ten  thousand  welcomes  then  to  Queenly  May, 
The  month  divine — the  gayest  of  the  gaj'. 

— Chas  F.  Forshaw. 


It  is  full  "forty  years,  my  old  friend  John"  (Dory), 
since  I  took  my  first  cod  at  Scarborough.  More 
recently,  under  the  aegis  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  I  have 
taken  sea  fish  of  nearly  every  species.  Among  the 
numerous  variety  of  boats  (I  do  not  care  for  pier 
fishing)  in  which  I  have  pursued  the  delightful 
sport  of  sea  angling  may  be  mentioned  the  galley 
punt,  fore  and  mizzen  punt,  sprat  punt,  bawley, 
yawl,  lugger,  dinghy,  coble,  steam  trawler,  sailing 
trawler,  carrier,  smack,  ketch,  &e.  Now  what  I  am 
going  to  speak  about  may  or  may  not  be  a  ''  ketch," 
but  here  is  a  good  opportunity  for  anyone  wishing 
to  buy  a  boat  in  good  condition,  and  at  a  reasonable 
price.  For  full  particulars  apply  to  W.  Axon, 
Visitors'  Rest,  boat-house,  Walmer  Beach.  "Bill" 
has  bought  a  capital  yawl,  suitable  for  angling  or 
yachting,  and  is  anxious  to  sell  it.  It  has  been  built 
four  years,  and  stored  for  seven  months  each  year. 
She  is  19TVft.  long  and  6ft.  9in.  beam. 


The  City  of  London  Piscatorials  foregathered  on 
Tuesday  evening  at  headquarters  to  listen  to 
Treasurer  A.  W.  Parker's  Paper.  (See  full  account 
on  page  304.)  Messrs.  E.  C.  Parker  and  B.  A. 
Parker  were,  as  usual,  listened  to  with  great  plea- 
sure— violin,  mandoline,  and  fairy  bells.  There 
was  not  a  "slow"  moment  during  the  evening. 
But  although  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  select 
for  special  praise  any  one  artist,  little  Miss  Irene 
Barrett  came  in  for  quite  an  ovation  for  her  clever 
rendering  of  some  pretty  recitations. 


The  Highbury  Anglers  have  fixed  the  date  of 
their  annual  dinner  for  Wednesday  evening.  May  18. 


The  Gresham  "  List  of  Fixtures  "  for  May  is  as 
follows  : — May  7,  instruction  in  Fly  Casting  at 
Chesham  (Mr.  Chasteney  will  attend)  ;  May  10, 
paper  by  Mr.  J.  Jackson,  "  Ambidoxterity  in  Fly 
Casting  "  ;  May  17,  discussion,  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing, 
particularly  in  Relation  to  Chesham ' ' ;  May  21  (Sat. ), 
instruction  in  Fly  Casting  at  Chesham  (Mr.  R.  G 
Woodruff  will  attend)  ;  May  '24  (Tuos. ),  no  meeting  ; 
May  31,  ordinary  meeting,  "Holiday  Experiences." 


"  It  is  well  known,"  says  the  Fish  Trades  Gazette, 
"  that  adhesive  fish-eggs  are,  as  a  rule,  larger  than 
those  which  are  buoyant,  and  take  much  longer  to 
develop.  The  eggs  of  the  bull-head  in  the  aquarium 
took  five  weeks.  But  it  is  surprising  to  be  told  that 
the  eggs  of  another  common  shore  fish,  eggs  which 
are  no  larger  than  those  of  the  bull-head,  are  not 
hatched  till  a  year  after  they  are  laid.  Yet  this  is 
the  conclusion  reached  by  Ehrenbaum  concerning 
the  eggs  of  the  curious  little  fish  called  the  pogge, 
or  armed  bull-head,  which  has  so  little  flesh  and  such 
a  firm,  bony  armovir  that  it  seems  to  be  made  of  bone 
throughout,  and  is  further  distinguished  by  the  pos- 
session of  ii  beard.  Professor  MTntosh  seems  to  be 
the  only  naturalist  who  has  invostigatod  the  spawn 
of  this  species  before  Ehrenbaum.  Both  observers 
agree  that  spawning  takes  place  between  January 
or  February  and  April.  It  wm  during  this  period 
that  ripe  females  were  obtained. 

*  «  *  4>  * 

"  Ehrenbaum,  however,  finds  that  at  Heligoland 
the  spawn  occurs  in  every  month  of  the  year.  The 
eggs  adhere  together  in  little  clumps  about  the  size 
of  a  hazel-nut,  and  these  clumps  are  always  found 
among  the  roots  of  the  oar-weed,  scientifically  called 
Laminaria.  The  hatched  yoiing  were  only  obtained 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  from  the  end  of 
December  till  May.  Ehrenbaum's  conclusion  as  to 
the  long  duration  of  the  development  is  founded  on 
his  observations  of  the  stage  of  development  of  the 
eggs  at  different  times  of  the  year.  In  February, 
March,  and  April  only  did  he  find  the  earliest  stages. 
In  April  and  May  he  found  eggs  with  the  embryo 
half-round  the  yolk.  In  June  and  July  the  embryo 
extended  all  round  the  yolk  and  the  blood  was  red. 
In  August,  September,  and  October  the  eyes  were 
dark-coloured  and  development  more  advanced.  In 
November,  January,  and  February  he  obtained  eggs 
in  which  the  embryos  were  nearly  ready  to  hatch." 


My  Old  Hickoby. 

Here  is  the  rod  I  bought  in  '51 

At  good  old  Carter's  shop  at  Sadler's  Wells. 
WTiat  care  I  if  it  seems  to  weigh  a  ton. 

Compared  with  six-ounce  canes  of  dry-fly  swells. 
Brave  has  it  served  these  years,  and  been  to  me 

A  friend  ;  and  though  its  joints  are  stiff  and  bent 
A  little  in  the  back  like  me,  this  hickory 

Of  fifty  years  and  three  is  still  resilient. 
Had  it  a  voice  to  answer  like  the  oak 

That  our  great  Alfred  sang  of  in  his  prime. 
Perchance  my  many  questions  would  invoke 

Replies  as  sweet  as  in  his  golden  rhyme. 
Of  my  Olivia,  how  so  long  ago 
She  cast  it  o'er  the  stream  at  Colebrook  Row. 

— F.  W.  D. 


He  was  a  young  Scotch  railway  porter,  and  had 
been  married  two  years.  He  was  a  model  husband, 
and  every  Saturday  night  after  his  work  was  over 
had  regularly  handed  his  wife  the  twenty  silver 
shillings  that  represented  his  week's  wage.  Then 
there  came  a  Saturday  when  there  was  a  trifling 
deficiency.  The  wife,  like  a  good  Scotswoman, 
counted  over  the  coins  and  remarked :  "  Jock, 
hoo's  this  ?  There's  saxpence  short ;  ye've  nae  but 
given  me  nineteen  and  saxpence."  "  True,  Jean," 
replied  the  porter  ;  "  ye  see,  'twas  like  this.  As  I 
was  leevin'  the  station  I  met  Sandy  Mactavish,  and 
he  said,  '  Jock,  laddie,  it's  a  cauld,  bitter  nicht,  and 
I'm  thinkin'  we'd  be  the  better  of  a  wee  glass 
whisky.'  And  so  we  had  the  whisky,  and  bang 
went  Sandy's  saxpence  ;  and  then,  as  I  couldna  be 
behindhand,  we  had  another,  and  bang  went  my 
saxpence."  "  Weel,  Jock,"  said  Jean,  evidently 
relieved,  "  I'm  glad  it's  no  waur  ;  I  was  fearin', 
laddie,  ye  micht  be  leadin'  a  double  life." 


In  looking  over  a  New  York  paper  I  found  the 
piscatorial  celebration  mentioned  of  the  Cincinnati 
Angling  Club,  with  their  president,  vice-president, 
secretary  and  twenty-five  members.  About  twelve 
or  fifteen  met  the  day  before  and  angled  for  a  day 
and  a  half  with  capital  success,  having  caught 
within  that  time  353  bass  and  salmon,  some  very 
large.  They  spent  a  very  pleasant  day,  and  amongst 
their  toasts  they  gave,  "  The  Memory  of  Izaak 
Walton  and  Charles  Cotton."  The  members  of  the 
Pittsburg  Angling  Club,  the  Schuylkill  Fishing  Com- 
pany, are  still  flourishing  in  full  vigour,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninety-eight  years.  It  appears  from 
these  statements  that  there  are  angling  clubs  formed 
in  several  parts  of  North  America. — Pickering,  1835. 


On  Tuesday  next.  May  10,  before  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society,  Mr.  J. 
Jackson  (of  upright  penmanship  fame)  will  lecture 
on  "  Ambidexterity  in  Angling,"  Bristol  Room, 
8.30  p.m.  Deaqnet. 
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iTofcs  from  tt)e  'iCorf^. 


The  Earl  of  Kintore's  private  waters  on  the  Don 
are  now  thrown  open  for  May,  June,  and  July  on 
daily  licences  of  5s.  each.    Only  fly  is  to  be  allowed. 

A  month  may  be  very  profitably  put  in  on  the 
Don — say  a  week  at  Kin  tore  for  3s.  6d.,  another  on 
tiie  Keithhall  water,  as  the  Earl's  beats  are  called, 
at  £1,  another  at  Inverurie,  and  another  at  Alford. 
About_£2  2s.  for  hotel  bill. 


The  Aberdeen  spring  holiday  on  Monday  was 
again  spoiled  with  rain.  Worraers  had  the  best  of 
it,  although  some  good  baskets  were  made  with  the 
fly. 

An  angler  (?)  out  Kintore  way  got  smartly 
caught  the  other  day.  Boasting  over  much  of  his 
prowess  with  Salmo  solar,  the  local  watcher  got 
suspicious,  and  surprised  Mm  just  as  he  bagged  a 
■2i\b.  kelt.    It  cost  him  £3  and  expenses. 


Mr.  and  ilrs.  Dent,  London,  have  had  some  good 
pport  on  the  Rothiemay  Deveron  water.  Trout 
liave  been  plentifid  and  in  first-rate  condition,  but 
salmon  exceedingly  scarce. 


The  Dunkeld  is  the  favourite  finnock  fly  just  now, 
and  some  fine  baskets  of  from  six  to  a  dozen  fish  are 
Vieing  made  everj'  tide  on  the  Dee.  One  angler  had 
twenty-six  on  Saturday. 


KeUas,  a  quarry-worker  at  Kemnay,  on  the  Don, 
went  a-fishing  last  week,  taking  French  leave  on  the 
laird's  water.  He  was  exceedingly  successful,  but 
unfortunately  he  was  being  watched,  and,  besides. 
The  fish  was  foul.  It  cost  him  £4  7s.  6d.,  or  thirty 
days. 


The  King's  water  at  Balmoral  is  now  fishing  well, 
and  Grant,  His  Majesty's  head  keeper,  and  others 
have  hardly  had  a  blank  daj'  lately. 

:Mr.  Gamble,  Mr.  Hardie,  Mr.  'Wilkinson,  Capt. 
BuUer,  and  Mr.  Cunningham  are  again  on  the  hotel 
^^■ate^s,  Aboyne,  while  ^Miss  V.  Lee  and  Mr.  Peacock 
have  the  Castle  waters' there. 


Grilse  are  scarcely  making  their  appearance  yet  ; 
l)Ut  then  the  season  is  young,  and  the  smolt  migra- 
tion only  in  its  infancy.  Angling  on  the  tidals  of 
most  rivers  has  now  been  suspended  for  protection 
'if  the  smolts. 


The  brown  trout  are  now  rising  freely  to  the  fly 
on  the  middle  and  lower  waters  of  the  Deveron, 
Ythan,  Findhorn,  tod  such-like  early  trouting 
-reams;    but  it  is  too  cold  and  stormy  yet  for 

ort  far  inland^    So  give  the  Cabrach  and  such-like 

wide  berth. 

There  is  a  run  of  finnock  and  sea-trout  (very  few 
of  the  latter)  on  most  east  coast  streams  along  with 
the  early  salmon.  The  clean  finnock  are  seldom 
(.'ot  far  above  the  tidal,  and  from  observation  on  the 
spot,  I  am  inclining  to  the  belief  that  they  first  drop 
down  as  kelts,  and  begin  to  recover  and  recuperate 
as  soon  as  they  touch  the  briny,  where  there  is 
abundant  feeding. 


Finnock  or  whitling  are  found  in  the  tidals  in  all 
iges,  from  the  lean,  lanky,  eely  kelt  to  the  perfect 
odel  of  the  beauty  of  beauties.  There  is  no 
L'ctting  pa.st  that  fact.  I  had  some  three  this 
(Monday)  morning,  and  when  I  dry  this  I  am  off  to 
'  atch  the  evening  tide  for  some  more.  But  beyond 
tlie  tidals,  nine  out  of  every  ten  finnock  are  kelts. 

Special  Scotch. 


CITY  OF  LONDON  PISCATORIAL 
SOCIETY. 


Thi.s  society  is  founded  mainly  on  tlie  lines 
ii,^gested  by  the  late  Rev.  Charles  Kingsley,  who, 
his  well-known  work  "  Glaucus,"  most  enthu- 
iHtically  advocated  the  formation  of  an  anghng 
fiety   that  should  exist  not  only  for  fishing 
jrposes,  but  also  to  take  in  hand  and  discuss  all 
;bject»    relating    thereto.    Membership  confers 
':ry  advantage  usually  connected  witli  a  high- 
..<m  angling  society,  including  good  fishing  waters, 
-pecial  cheap  railway  tickets,  and  other  facilities, 
'  tc.    The  society  is  both  theoretical  and  practical, 
aim  being  to  render  it  as  useful  as  possible  to 
members,  and  of  some  utility  to  the  public  at 


large.  Weekly  meetings  are  held,  when  papers  are 
read  and  discussed,  and  lectures,  conversaziones, 
and  other  entertainments  make  the  society  specially 
attractive.  A  useful  library  is  one  of  the  advan- 
tages, and  current  angling  periodicals  and  publica- 
tions are  provided.  Meetings  are  held  at  7.30  p.m. 
every  Tuesday  evening,  at  Broad -stre  et  Restaurant, 
E.G.  (entrance.  Wormwood-street).  Communica- 
tions to  be  addressed  to  the  hon.  sec,  C.  S.  Bentley, 
Broad-street  Restaurant. 

The  calendar  of  meetings  of  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorials  has  just  been  issued.  On  May  3,  Mr. 
A.  W.  Parker  read  an  admirable  and  instructive 
paper  before  the  members  and  friends,  entitled. 

Memories  of  the  Past  and  Anticipations  of  the 
Future."  It  goes  without  saying  that  the  worthy 
lecturer  received  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his 
entertainment.  The  lecture  was  well  illustrated. 
It  was  a  "  ladies'  night,"  and  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music  helped  to  put  the  seal  on  a  very 
pleasant  evening. 

The  following  are  the  "  fixtures  "  up  to  and 
including  Aug.  30  :  — 

May  10,  outing  to  Leigh-on-Sea  ;  17th,  musical 
evening  and  distribution  of  prizes  for  1903  ;  24th, 
no  meeting ;  31st,  ordinary  meeting ;  June  7, 
committee  meeting  (phonographic  entertainment 
by  Mr.  Begernie)  ;  14th,  ordinary  meeting;  21st, 
ordinary  meeting  ;  25th,  outing  to  Wraysbury 
Fishery,  and  supper  at  the  Five  Bells,  Horton 
(Saturday)  ;  28th,  ordinary  meeting ;  July  5, 
committee  and  ordinary  meeting  ;  12th,  ordinary 
meeting  ;  19th,  bream  competition  ;  26th,  ordinary 
meeting  ;  Aug.  2,  no  meeting  ;  9th,  committee  and 
ordinary  meeting  ;  16th,  ordinary  meeting  ;  23rd, 
roach,  dace,  and  chub  competition  at  Wraysbury 
Fishery ;  30th,  Bank  Holiday  experiences  by 
members. 


BINGLEY  HALL  EXHIBITION, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


Pbovincial  Angling  Association,  Fish  Section. 


Prize  List. 

The  exhibits  in  the  above  section,  numbering 
between  eighty  and  ninety  cases,  were  on  Saturday, 
April  30,  judged  by  Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  of  the  Gresham 
Anglers'  Society,  London,  assisted  by  Mr.  R.  G. 
Woodruff,  secretary  of  the  London  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation. Competition  in  some  of  the  classes  was 
very  keen,  especially  in  the  pike,  perch,  and  general 
class,  which  contained  several  fuie  cases  of  trout 
and  tench.    The  awards  were  as  follows  : — 

Class  1 — Pike.    7  prizes. 

1st,  Mr.  Elliott,  Dudley  Society  (weight,  32Jlb.) ; 
2nd,  Mr.  W.  Hall,  White  Swan  Piscatorials,  Bir- 
mingham (28Alb.) ;  3rd,  Mr.  J.  Ellison,  White  Swan 
Piscatorials,  JBirmingham  (27Jlb.);  4th,  Mr.  E.  F. 
Wright,  West  Bromwich  Society ;  6th,  Mr.  J. 
Swain,  Oldbury  Piscatorials ;  6th,  Mr.  J.  M. 
Clements,  Dudley  Society ;  7th,  Mr.  A.  Green, 
Dudley  Society. 

Class  2 — Roach.    4  prizes. 

1st,  Mr.  F.  Burgess,  Princess  of  Wales  Society, 
Birmingham  ;  2nd,  Mr.  J.  Whitehouse,  West  Brom- 
wich Society ;  3rd,  Mr.  H.  Spilsbury,  White  Swan 
Piscatorials,  Birmingham ;  4th,  Mr.  J.  Royal, 
Dudley  Society. 

Class  3 — Perch.    3  prizes. 

1st,  Mr.  J.  Swain,  Oldbury  Piscatorials  ;  2nd,  Mr. 
G.  Stevens,  Dudley  Society  ;  3rd,  Mr.  S.  R.  Dug- 
more,  White  Swan  Piscatorials,  Birmingham. 

Class  4 — Chub.    3  prizes. 

1st,  Mr.  R.  Chambers,  Wolverhampton  and 
District  Society  ;  2nd,  Mr.  J.  Burrows,  White  Swan 
Piscatorials,  Birmingham ;  3rd,  Mr.  J.  Swain,  Old- 
bury Piscatorials. 

Class  5 — Carp.    3  prizes. 

1st,  Mr.  J.  Ellison,  White  Swan  Piscatorials, 
Birmingham  ;  2nd,  Mr.  G.  Stevens,  Dudley  Society  ; 
3rd,  Mr.  J.  W.  Wright,  Sutton  Coldfield  Piscatorials. 

Class  6 — (Fish  not  separately  classed).    7  prizes. 

1st — bream — Mr.  J.  S.  Elliott,  Dudley  Society  ; 
2nd — trout- — Mr.  Thompson,  Worcester  Society  ; 
3rd — trout — Mr.  Thos.  Crisp,  Willis  Bund  Society, 
Kidderminster;  4th  —  trout  —  Mr.  R.  D.  Frost, 
Bristol  Association;  5th — barbel — Mr.  A.  R.  Barrett, 
White  Swan  Piscatorials,  Birmingham;  6th — dace — 
Mr.  W.  J.  Franks,  White  Swan  Piscatorials,  Birming- 
ham ;  7th — tench — Mr.  T.  Phillips,  Alliance  Society, 
Birmingham.  Hakby  W.  Miller 

15,  Aston-lane,  Perry  Barr,  (Secretary). 
Birmingham. 


WHITSUXTIDE  HOLIDAY 
ARRANGEMENTS. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Special  Excursion  Tickets  will  be  issued  to 
Paris,  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the  Service 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  May  19,  20, 
21,  and  22,  and  by  the  10.0  a.m.  and  2.20  p.m. 
Services  on  Saturday,  May  21.  They  wiU  also  bo 
issued  by  the  Night  Mail  Service  leaving  Charing 
Cross  at  9.0  p.m.  and  Cannon-street  at  9.5  p.m., 
each  evening,  from  May  19  to  22  inclusive,  vid 
Dover  and  Calais.  Returning  from  Paris  at  2.40  p.m. 
vid  Boulogne,  or  8.40  p.m.  vid  Calais,  any  day 
within  14  days.  A  Cheap  Excursion  to  Boulogne 
will  leave  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
May  21  ;  returning  at  12.5  or  7.10  p.m.  on  Whit 
Monday.  Cheap  Return  Tickets  available  for 
8  days  will  be  issued  at  Charing  Cross  from  May  18 
to  23  inclusive,  available  by  the  10.0  a.m.  and 
2.20  p.m.  Services.  Similar  Tickets  will  also  be 
issued  to  Calais  by  the  9.0  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m. 
Services.  On  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit  Monday 
Special  Day  Excursions  will  be  run  to  Bou- 
logne and  Calais.  Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  by 
tha  Calais,  Boulogne,  and  Ostend  routes  will  be 
issued  from  May  18  to  23  inclusive,  available  for 
8  days.  Special  Cheap  8-Day  Return  Tickets  to 
Amsterdam,  The  Hague,  and  other  Dutch  towns, 
vid  Queenboro'  and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from 
May  18  to  23  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and 
Holborn  at  9.25  a.m.  Cheap  8-Day  Return  Tickets 
to  Ostend  will  be  issued  from  May  18  to  23  inclusive. 
Special  Cheap  Tours  to  the  Belgian  Ardennes  by 
the  Calais,  Boulogne,  and  Ostend  routes  are  also 
announced.  During  the  Holidays  the  Continental 
Services  will  run  as  usual.  A  Special  Express  Train 
(1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  CI.)  will  leave  Victoria  for  Dover  Pier 
at  8.50  p.m.,  calling  at  Herne  Hill,  on  May  20,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Calais  and  Ostend  Night  Steamers. 
The  Home  arrangements  are  as  follows  :  Cheap 
Return  Tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards, 
Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Heme 
Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs, 
Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folke- 
stone, Shorncliffe,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  and  New  Rom- 
ney  (Littlestone-on-Sea),  will  be  issued  from  London 
by  certain  Trains  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  May  20 
and  21,  available  to  return  on  Wednesday,  May  25, 
by  any  train  (Mail  and  Boat  Expresses  excepted). 
Cheap  Day  Excursions  on  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit 
Monday  will  be  run  from  the  principal  London 
Stations  to  Gravesend  (RoshervilleGardens),  Ashford, 
Canterbury,  Deal,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Bex- 
hill,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  Ramsgate, 
Broadstairs,  Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone, 
Dover,  etc.  On  Whit  Monday  a  Special  Cheap  Day 
Excursion  will  be  run  to  Aldershot,  leaving  Charing 
Cross  at  9.24  a.m.,  and  London  Bridge  9.30  a.m. 
Also  Cheap  Afternoon  Excursion  to  Whitstable  and 
Herne  Bay  on  Whit  Sunday,  leaving  Victoria  and 
Holborn  at  2.55  p.m.,  and  Charing  Cross  at  2.15  p.m. 
Cheap  Return  Tickets  will  be  issued  from  London 
to  the  Crystal  Palace  (High  Level)  on  Bajik  Holiday, 
including  admission.  Full  particulars  of  the  Excur- 
sions, Extension  of  Time  for  certain  Return  Tickets, 
Alterations  in  Train  Services,  etc.,  are  given  in  the 
Special  Holiday  Programme  and  Bills. 


THE  WEYMOUTH  AND  DORSET 
SEA  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


At  a  public  meeting  held  on  April  22  at  Odd- 
fellows' Hall,  Market-street,  Weymouth,  Mr.  H.  P. 
Murray  in  the  chair,  it  was  resolved  to  form  a  new 
angling  association  for  Weymouth,  Mr.  S.  H.  WaUis 
acting  as  hon.  sec.  pro  tern.  The  chairma  i  said  that 
the  object  in  meeting  together  that  evening  was  for 
the  piu-pose  of  forming  a  popular  sea-angling  society 
at  a  moderate  subscription,  so  that  it  may  come 
within  the  range  of  all  anglers,  and  also  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  mutual  friendship  amongst  the 
fraternity,  as  well  as  advertising  the  town  more 
than  it  had  been  in  the  past.  It  was  proposed  and 
seconded  that  the  new  society  be  called  "  The  Wej'- 
mouth  and  Dorset  Sea  AngUng  Societj-."  The  next 
business  was  to  take  the  names  of  those  persons 
who  desired  to  become  members.  That  ha\'ing  been 
done,  the  election  of  officers  was  then  proceeded 
with,  with  the  following  result  : — Treasm'er,  Mr.  S. 
H.  Wallis  ;  hon.  sec.  Sir.  A.  G.  RoweU  ;  captain, 
Mr.  P.  R.  Bolt  ;  sub-captain,  Mr.  Wm.  HaUiday ; 
members  of  committee,  Mr.  Hayman,  jun.,  Mr. 
Frank  Read,  Mr.  H.  Jones,  J\lr.  Wm.  Bussell,  Mr. 
A.  Beckett,  Mr.  Wm.  Stoodley.  The  number  of 
members  enrolled  at  the  close  of  the  meeting 
numbered  175.  Competitions  are  to  be  held  each 
month,  and  numerous  prizes  have  been  gi^■en  by 
tradesmen  of  the  town  for  that  purpose. 

Weymouth,  April  30. 
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Al^OLERS^   HOTELS,   FISmM^O   QUARTERS,  &c. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways.' 
"  Truly  on  Ideal  Spot." 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensliani  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Private  Lake,  two  miles  in  circumference 
and  River  (also  private)  of  about  miles! 
well  stocked  with  good  fish  of  all  kinds 


Coarse  Fishing  CLOSED  until  June  15. 
Trout  Fishing  OPENED  on  river,  April  1 
GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 
Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  Ig  now  added 
to  the  Hotel. 

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  Frbbsham  Pond.Churt. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middleaeai. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water, 
fresh  stocked.  360  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  station!.  B(X)k  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  ur  Fish  : 

Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  inch. 

Budd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  Inch.  G-udgeon,  4  Inch. 

Coarse  Fishing  closed  until  June  15. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBIIIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7«.  fid.  per 
day.  Winter ;  8«.  6d.  per  day,  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  2?^  lbs. 
Good  lea  fishing. 

W.  VICKEBY,  Proprietor. 


CASTLE  HOTEL 

Hastingsm 

Coffee  Room,  Smoking  Lounge, 
Billiard  Room. 

Moderate  tariff.   Special  week  or  week-end  terms. 


Headquarters  of  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  Angling  Society ;  also  Hastings 
and  St.  Leonards  Sea  Angling  Festival. 
'Buses  meet  all  trains.  Excellent 
Stabling,  Motor  and  Cycle  Houses 
adjoining  Hotel. — Apply, 

H.  BOYCE. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londondeppy. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re  furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  dale.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  Kew 
Jt'ish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9k.  per  day  or  £2  lOs.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  tl  Is.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5s.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  I'pper  Water.— Address  Managkres.s. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 

THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

ItlJVG  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  bs.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  <fec.— Address  Propeibtor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

The  Fishing  began  on  March  i.    Boats  and 
Rooms  should  be  booked  early. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  ROUGH  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET. 

Modern  Hotel,  with  every  Convenience  and  Comfort  for  Anglers. 

EN   PENSION,   IOb.  6d.   A  DAY. 

Station :  Llanfyllin.  Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


ILiILiAMrOirSSIILi, 


FORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.    135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  ^ere  caught  last  season.    Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.    G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 

Inclusive  TePms,  10/6  pep  day.  A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it 
and  IS  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route  :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.   Badcall  3  miles  distant. 


SEA  FISHIJfG. 


KXTENSIVK   JiO.iTIXG   AND  BIIilXG 


N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral'  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.  Excellent  Trout  Pishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charging  apparatus 
M.  WALTERS. 


HUNTLY.  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modern  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogle.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.  Particulars  from  William 
Donaldson,  Manager. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Invepness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  .SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
'  O/-  per  day  inclusive. 

  S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept.— For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

HAWES. 

1 3  miles  grood  Trout  Fishing: 

on  River  Yore  and  tributaries.  Day 
tickets,  2/-;  weekly,  5/-;  season,  10/-. 
Good  Accommodation  and  Posting. 
Near  Golf  Links.    Terms  Moderate, 

ARTHUR  COMFORT,  Proprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodopgan,  Anglesey. 

CORON  I^iAKC 

Tlie  above  is  the  best  in  North  Wales  for  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lalie).  Can  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  or  Bait.  Boats  thoroughly  up-to-date 
and  free  to  Anglers.  Sail  or  row  boats.  Perch, 
Roach,  Sea  and  River  Trouting  within  easy 
distances.  Cnisine,  Wines,  <$:c.,  of  best  quality. 
Terms  moderate. 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  OughtePaPd. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


THE  GLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

VJa  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL 

BALUNROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midit  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Treat, 
Pike  and  Perch,  in  the  West  of  Ireland-Louglu 
Ma«k  and  Carra,  The  lakes  are  only  U  mllet 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Termi 
applicatloD.  Special  to  a  Party. 
 T.  8TANNERS,  Proprietor. 


KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loch  Tay,  Pepthshipe,  N.B, 

Finest  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz. :  Hotel  Water,  £1  per 
Halmon  caught  up  to  five— then  free ;  Reserved 
n  ater,  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.  No  charge  is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  Ijoats.  Fishing  from 
the  15th  of  January  till  end  of  May.— For 
further  particulars  apply  to  H.  J.  Kniqht. 
NoTB  :— All  fish  are  retained  by  anglers. 


FIFE  ARMS  HOTEL, 

BANFF,  N.B. 

First-class  Family,  Tourist,  and  Com- 
mercial Hotel.  All  modern  comforts. 
Free  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing  for  July 
and  August.  Salmon  Fishing  to  Let  for 
September  and  October.  A  good  golf 
course.  Hiring  in  all  its  branches. 
'Bus  meets  all  trains.  Telephone  :  No. 
078.    Telegrams:  "  Chisholm,  Banff." 

JAS.  CHISHOLM,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  \. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  ma  Holyhead. 

  S.  J.  HURLEY. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

Bright,  bracing  air ;  HoUI  adjoins  sea  coast  and  lake 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  9-hole  golf 
links.  Lake  Traffells.  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan  7.5 
acres,  are  now  included  in  proprietor's  fishing ;  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  I'lshmg  ;  boats  on  all  lakes  included  in 
moderate  tanff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  I'ishing  on 
V'SA'Plfl,  season,  opened  March  1. 

A  MODERN  HOUSE.  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea.  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moun- 
tains, with  s.inie  sporting  privileges  as  JUotel,  TO  LET 
tor  long  or  short  term. 

 Address,  T.  J.  COTTItELL,  Proprietor. 


Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country.— C.  W.  Nelder,  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHiR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
(ishing  from  the  one  hoat,  £3  5s.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

.Salmon  Fishing,  White  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing.  The  Gweedore  River  and  famous 
Loughanure.  The  Hotel  is  on  the  very  brink  of 
River  and  within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the  best 
Salmon  Pools.  A  two-horee  Wagonette  leaves 
the  Hotel  every  morning  for  the  Lake.  A  new 
wing  was  added  to  Hotel  with  bathroom  and 
lavatory  complete.  Vei-j' Moderate  Terms.  Apply, 
PROPRIETOR.  THE  HOTEL, 
 Vrolly  Jifidye,  Giveedorr, 


CONNEMARA. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

Clonhur,  Ireland, 

Is  the  only  hotel  that  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib 
can  be  fished  fi  oni  to  advantage.  Within  twelve 
minutes'  drive  of  either  Lough.  Conveyance  from 
station  and  to  Fishing  free.  No  extras.— Apply, 
John  A.  Joyce,  J.P. 
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Xettets  to  the  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents/] 


HE  FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING  TOURNAMENT 
AT  THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  IN  JULY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  glad  to  see  in  your  issue  of  last 
eek  that  the  rules  imder  which  we  shall  cast  at  the 
orting tournament  to  beheld  at  the  Crystal  Palace 
"11  shortly  be  published  in  the  J'is/ijnsr  Gazette,  and  I 
cerely  hope  that  when  these  rules  are  published 
shall  find  that  no  salmon  rods  anything  longer 
n  18ft.  are  permitted,  and  that  the  obsolete 
ings,  1 9ft.  and  20ft.  rods  of  fearful  weights, 
"ch  have  hitherto  been  used,  shall  not  be  allowed 
.place,  and  for  this  reason — that  nothing  over  18ft. 
nowadays  used,  and  not  a  great  many  at  that, 
e  more  general  lengths  being  16ft.  to  17ft.  ;  and 
also  hope  that  if  there  be  a  competition  in  any  of 
ese  lengths,  the  conditions  will  be  such  that  the 
d  used  shall  be  a  reasonable  fishing  rod — that  is, 
h  a  rod  as  an  ordinary  sportsman  can  use  with 
mfort. 

My  reason  for  advancing  these  points  is  that  I 
ke  it  that  tournaments  of  this  class  are  intended 
a  test  for  fishermen  and  fishing  rods.    In  com- 
titions  hitherto  held  in  this  coimtry  the  instru- 
"nts  used  in  salmon-fly  casting  to  propel  the  fly 
_  ve  not  been  fishing  rods,  and  I  am  very  anxious 
r  our  reputation  as  a  nation  of  anglers  that  the 
cords  we  make,  as  compared  with  those  made  by 
her  nations,  should  be  made  with  fishing  rods. 
In  the  single-handed  competition  I  should  say  a 
ery  httle  over  loz.  to  the  foot  for  rods  up  to  lift, 
oiild  be  allowed,  and  I  also  hope  that  there  will 
competitions  with  very  light-weight  fly  rods  in 
ler  that  we  may  form  some  comparison  of  what 
can  do  on  this  side  compared  with  the  records  of 
Yankee  cousins. 
Then  in  the  bait-casting  competitions,  hitherto 
great  weights  have  been  used  up  to  2|oz.,  and  there 
IS  no  objection  to  this  weight,  as  such  a  bait  may 
occasionally  be  used  for  pike,  and  larger  for  sea 
fishing ;    but  the  baits  used  by  salmon  anglers 
figh,  speaking  generally,   about  foz.,  and  fre- 
juently  not  more  than  Joz.    Now,  we  have  on  the 
ther  side  of  the  Atlantic  records  of  40yds.  with  |oz. 
■ait,  and  it  would  seem  to  me  a  great  pity  if  there 
IS  not  to  be  a  class  for  this  weight  of  bait,  in  order 
that  we  may  compare  our  records  with  the  40yds. 
cast  of  the  Americans. 

»  I  would  respectfully  urge  on  the  committee  to 
consider  the  following  points  : — (1)  That  nothing 
over  18ft.  in  length  be  allowed  as  a  salmon  fly  rod, 
and  that  the  weight  be  that  of  a  moderate  rod  of, 
say,  46oz.  ;  (2)  that  we  should  have  one  or  two 
competitions  on  the  same  lines,  and  as  far  as 
possible  under  the  same  conditions,  as  the  Americans 
for  hght  fly  rods  ;  (3)  that  there  be  a  competition 
for  light  baits — say,  |oz.  and  |oz.,  or  foz.  and  ^oz., 
iid  in  this  respect,  as  most  casting  is  done  with  the 
weight  in  the  bait,  the  weight  should  be  at  the  end 
of  a  short  cast  of,  say,  one  yard  of  gut. — Yours 
truly,  John  James  Habdy. 


ROACH  AND  HYBRIDS. 

Dear  Mar.ston, — Re  Mr.  Edmonds'   21b.  13oz. 
specimen  fish,  you  say  in  your  footnote  in  the 
Fishinr/  Gazette  of  April  30,  "  I  believe  it  was  a  true 
roach  "  ;  but  from  the  report  of  it  in  "  Jottings  " 
if  Dec.  5,  1903,  it  does  not  appear  that  you  saw  it 
'/)  the  flesh.    In  the  Thames,  Medway,  Ouse,  and 
•ther  waters  roach  and  bream  aboimd,  spawn  in  the 
-I  me  places  about  the  same  time,  and  are  con- 
ttintly  hybridi.sing  ;  so  that  ba.stard  roach  are  very 
plentiful,  and  they  grow  to  much  larger  sizes  than 
true  roach.    You  sent  a  hybrid  roach  of  4Jlb.  to  me 
in  18{)4,  to  the  Anglers'  Exhibition,  Westminster 
-Vqiiarium — a  very  handsome  fish.    I  have  seen 
many  hybrids  of  21b.  2oz.  and  upwards  caught  in 
I  ring  reservoir,  that  were  weighed  in  at  club  and 
fiassed  as  roach.    The  late  Frank  Buckland  for 
many  consecutive  years  offered  a  guinea  for  a 
Thames  roach  over  21b.,  but  the  fish  waa  never 
t'jrtheoming  nor  the  money  claimed.    He  says  in  his 
Natural  History  of  British  Fishes  "  :  "I  have  had 
'-called  roach  brought  to  mo  heavier  than  tliis,  but 
tiey  were  hybrids,  and  in  one  case  the  fish  was 
mply  a  bream."    The  front  ray  of  the  dorsal  fin  of 
'  /aoh  is  always  perpendicular  to  the  root  of  the 
cntral  fins.    There  is  a  difference  also  in  the 
[]iimh)er  of  rays  iri  the  anal  fin,  roach  having  ton, 
hream  twenty-seven,  hybrids  seventeen ;    and  a 
hybrid's  dorsal,  like  unto  that  of  a  bream,  is  an  inch 
or  more  further  liack  from  perpendicular  to  the 
vcntrals — that  is,  nearer  to  the  tail — than  a  roach's. 
l''Ut  I  have  known  taxidermists  to  fake  hybrids-  by 
r':moving  Home  of  the  anal  fin  rays,  also  neatly 
litting  the  skin  in  front  of  the  dorsal,  and  by  push- 
'jg  that  fin  an  inch  or  so  forward  towards  the  fish's 


head  give  the  hybrid  the  semblance  of  a  true 
Leuciscus  rutilus  ;  and  this  is  why  it  is  difficult  to 
speak  with  certainty  of  those  fish  after  they  are 
stuffed  and  cased.  The  certain  way  is  to  examine 
the  throat  teeth,  which  differ  distinctly  in  bream, 
roach,  rudd,  and  hybrids.  But  if  Mr.  Edmonds' 
fish  was  a  true  roach,  I  should  be  sorry  to  deprive 
him  of  the  credit  of  having  captured  such  a  record 
specimen. — Yours  truly,  Alfred  Jardine. 

[I  saw  the  fish,  and  have  no  doubt  it  was  a 
genuine  roach,  with  no  cross  about  it.  Mr.  Cooper 
is  of  the  same  opinion. — R.  B.  M.] 

SPRING  SEA-TROUT. 

Dear.  Sir, — I  only  remember  once  getting  two 
clean-run  sea-trout,  which  I  sent  to  the  late  Sir 
Robert  Abercromby,  who  would  soon  have  told  me 
had  I  sent  him  any  other  than  clean  fish.  They 
were  small — lib.  and  1  Jib. — and  I  am  therefore  able 
to  affirm  beyond  all  doubt  that  clean-run  sea-trout 
are  to  be  had  on  the  Deveron  in  April,  though  the 
kelts  are  ten  to  one  at  least.  By  the  bye,  this  was 
in  1888,  before  the  Duke  of  Fife's  dam  was  removed. 
Now  they  should  be  much'more  in  evidence  I  should 
imagine.  In  many  other  rivers  nothing  but  kelts 
are  to  be  got  in  the  early  spring  while  trouting  with 
the  fly.— Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


SPRING  SEA-TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Apropos  hereof,  speaking  from  my 
personal  observation  and  experience,  I  can  confirm 
that  of  Mr.  Ham  Young  and  others.  From  a  tidal 
estuary  pool  of  the  River  DuhuUa,  a  few  yards  from 
open  Atlantic  sea  there,  on  the  Connemara  coast  of 
CO.  Galway,  and  forming  part  of  the  private  and 
preserved  waters  known  as  the  Duhulla  Fishery — • 
specially  mentioned  in  the  Irish  Fisheries  Acts — rod 
season  from  Feb.  1  to  Oct.  31,  in  two  consecutive 
Aprils  I  took  with  fly  a  considerable  number  of  the 
above,  very  game  and  fighting,  besides  excellent, 
firm  quality  and  flavour  for  eating.  Sometimes 
they  mere  mixed  with  fresh- water  brown  trout,  that 
had  come  down  on  a  spate  from  the  lough  and 
stayed  long  enough  in  the  brackish  water  of  this 
estuary  pool  to  be  somewhat  off  colour — that  is,  a 
slight  fading  of  their  red  spots  and  golden-brown 
colour  generally.  Beyond  all  possible  dou.bt  the 
above  spring  sea-trout  for  reasons, or  rather  instincts, 
best  realised  by  themselves,  used  to,  and  I  daresay 
still,  in  restless  shoals  from  the  contiguous  sea,  for  a 
few  hours  at  a  time,  visit  in  the  spring  this  estuary 
pool,  with  rising  tide,  and  then  on  its  turn  return 
to  the  sea.  They  are  quite  different  and  superior  in 
appearance,  condition,  gameness,  and  quality  out- 
side and  inside  to  the  poor  spent  sea-trout  that 
occasionally  took  our  brown  trout  files  at  various 
points  of  this  river  on  their  return  journey  as  kelts 
from  their  spawning  haunts  on  the  head-waters  to 
the  open  sea.  No  netting  is  permissible,  incidental 
to  this  fishery.  The  only  objection  (if  any)  to  taking 
the  above-mentioned  clean-run  spring  sea-trout  is 
that  they  will  mostly  travel  up  later  in  the  summer 
much  larger  and  heavier  fish  for  rod  sport  in  certain 
loughs  there.  Objections  are  sometimes  made  to 
shooting  undersized  partridges  early  in  September, 
because  later  on  they  will  have  attained  full  growth, 
with  greater  shyness_and  strength  of  wing.  Further- 
more, one  April  my  companion  and  I  had  a  good 
take  with  fly  from  one  of  the  above  loughs  of  so- 
called  "  red  "  sea-trout,  that  had  evidently  well 
recovered  from  spawning,  but  had  not  yet  returned 
to  the  sea,  as  probably  and  presumably  they  would 
in  a  few  days  or  weeks.  Where  and  whence  come 
all  those  sea-trout  now  on  sale  at  our  fish  shops  '? 
From  sea  or  fresh  waters  ?  It  is  difficult  and  un- 
comfortable, I  daresay,  to  disturb  "  fixed  ideas," 
old  faiths,  etc.,  but  there  is  really  no  mystery  about 
these  spring  sea-trout,  although  not  found  every 
day,  everywhere  ;  nor  is  the  fact  disproved  by  off- 
conditioned  kelts  being  creeled  or  netted,  which 
none  ever  doubted. — Yours  truly, 

T.  P.  Tomes. 


SMART  WORK  WITH  THE  KODAK. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  had  a  most  interesting  letter 
from  Prince  Khilkoff,  Russian  Minister  of  Ways 
and  Communications,  who  personally  superintended 
the  arrangements  for  the  temporary  railway  across 
Lake  Baikal  during  the  last  six  weeks,  and  tho 
transport  of  the  Russian  Army  en  route  for  Harbin, 
for  which  he  was  responsible.  He  was  provided 
with  a  Kodak — a  No,  3  Folding  Pocket  Kodak — 
and  being  an  enthusiastic  photographer  made  about 
120  exposures  of  incidents  in  connection  with  the 
transport  arrangements  for  His  Majesty  the  Czar. 
These  were  sent  to  Kodak,  Limited,  at  St.  Peters- 
burg foi  hasty  reproduction  ;  the  work  was  under- 
taken, and  in  less  than  seven  hours  the  films  were 
developed,  fixed,  washed,  and  dried,  prints  made 
from  them,  and  mounted  up  in  an  album  for  the  Czar. 
The  Prince  enthusiastically  expressed  his  apprecia- 


tion of  the  Kodak  Developing  Machine,  as  the 
difficulties  t  of  darkroom  development  would,  have 
been  insuperable  under  the  circumstances. 

The  Daylight  Developing  Machine  is  playing  a 
most  important  part  at  the  seat  of  war.  It  was 
only  the  other  day  that  we  heard  of  it  being  in  use 
on  tho  ships  of  both  combatants  in  connection  with 
carrier  pigeons  to  which  the  films  were  attached 
after  development.  Here  ia  a  copy  of  Prince 
Khilkoff  s  letter  :— 

"  During  my  last  voyage  to  Siberia  and  on  Lak* 
Baikal  (February  and  March,  1904)  the  developing 
of  the  Kodak  N.C.  films,  on  which  the  photograplia 
have  been  taken  by  a  Folding  Pocket  Kodak  No.  3, 
was  done  in  my  presence  by  the  Kodak  Developing 
Machine,  and  I  personally  have  developed  some  of 
my  own  films  with  the  machine.  I  am  very  glad  to 
be  able  to  tell  you  that  I  have  found  the  machine 
very  practical  and  easy  to  work,  producing  much 
better  results  than  those  which  were  developed  in 
the  old  wav.       (Signed)  "  Prince  Khilkoff, 

"Minister  of  Ways  and  Communications." 

The  Kodak  Company  have  long'  since  discarded 
hand  development  for  development  by  machinery. 
This  is  done  by  a  battery  of  Kodak  Developing 
Machines,  operated  by  water  motors,  both  at  their 
factories  at  Rochester,  U.S.A.,  and  at  Harrow, 
England.  These  machines  will  take  various  sizes 
of  films,  and  they  claim  that  better  average  results 
are  turned  out  than  ever  could  be  done  by  the 
skilled  and  careful  operators  who  have  been  for 
years  in  their  employ.  It  is  saying  a  great  deal  for 
the  new  style  of  development  when  the  makers  of 
the  machine  abandon  the  methods  they  have 
employed  for  years,  with  the  most  skilled  workers 
in  the  world  in  its  favour. — Yours  truly, 

Kodak,  Limited. 

41-43,  Clerkenwell-road,  E.G. 


THE  KODAK  £1000  COMPETITION. 

Dear  Sir,— We  have  pleasure  in  informing  you 
that  the  following  well-known  gentlemen  have  con- 
sented to  act  as  judges  in  the  grand  Kodak  £1000 
competition,  for  wluch  entries  will  be  received  tmtil 
June  30  :— Sir  William  de  W.  Abney,  K.C.B.,  R.E., 
D.C.L.,  F.R.S.,  J.  Craig  Annan,  Esq.,  Frank  M. 
Sutcliffe,  Esq. — Yours  truly,  Kodak,  Ltd. 

[The  competitors  are  fortimate  in  having  such 
good  judges ;  especially  fortunate  in  having  Sir 
Wm.  de  W.  Abney,  probably  the  first  authority  in 
the  world  on  photography. — Ed.] 

HAS   CAUGHT  THE   ANGLING  FEVER. 

Dear  Sir, — When  a  man  hath  been  guilty  of 
some  grave  offence  against  the  well-being  of  the 
commmiity  at  large  he  is  thought  to  be  aggravating 
that  offence  if,  instead  of  by  repentance,  apology, 
and  amendment  endeavouring  to  mollify  the  indig- 
nation awakened  by  liis  action,  he  do  trumpet  forth, 
boast,  brag,  vaunt,  and  vain-gloriously  swagger 
about  the  wickedness  which  he  hath  performed.  And 
more  doth  he  offend  indeed  when  he  vowetli  to  repeat 
his  evil  deed  at  the  earliest  possible  opportimity. 
Therefore  was  I  much  troubled  in  spirit  by  reading 
in  your  excellent  paper,  upon  Saturday  evening, 
April  23,  the  epistle  of  one  Thomas  Saunders,  who 
slew  seven  trout-fish,  the  largest  thereof  being  IJlb. 
in  weight  and  the  smallest  no  chicken  in  size,  in  the 
WithneU  Reservoir,  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of 
Liverpool,  using  base  lobworms,  to  the  astonishment 
of  eleven  Liverpool  persons  who  used  the  brandling 
worm  yet  caught  but  one  small  fish  amongst  them. 
It  is  evident  that  he  is  vmaequainted  with  the 
heinous  nature  of  his  performance,  for  in  manifest 
excitement  and  glee,  and  with  a  chuckle  at  liis 
success,  he  hath  made  haste  to  communicate  to  you 
that  which  he  did  :  accoimting  for  his  deadly  skill 
by  explaining  that  he  had  studied,  meditated,  and 
mused  hard  upon  the  contents  of  a  book  by  one 
Burgess,  price  Is.,  a  book  by  one  Francis,  to  be  had 
for  15s.,  and  twenty-six  copies  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  which  at  the  current  price  would  cost  4s.  4d. 
Thus  to  acquire  the  knowledge  requisite  to  accom- 
plish his  nefariovis  act  he  disbursed  in  various  sums 
a  total  of  twenty  shillings  and  fourpence,  though  he 
hath  not  definitely  affirmed  that  he  paid  for  the 
copies  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  which  he  foimd  both 
interesting  and  highly  instructive,  and  so  full  of 
experiences,  useful  inventions,  as  well  as  tips  con- 
tinually given. 

This  Thomas  Saimders  hath  committed  the  seven 
deadly  sins,  at  least  it  seemeth  so  to  me  : — 

1.  He  hath  slain  trout  with  a  worm  in  April,  a 
bait  which  should  not  be  used  for  that  fish  excepting 
in  July  and  August,  when  rivers  are  very  low  and 
clear,  enabling  the  intended  victim  to  perceive  his 
would-be  destroyer  at  a  distance,  and  to  flee  in  time 
if  so  minded. 

2.  He  hath  fished  with  worm  (and  presumably 
used  a  float)  in  a  reservoir,  a  method  of  capture 
abhorrent  to  all  right-minded  anglers  who  cultivate 
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angling  as  being  a  sport,  or  form  of  enjoyment,  or 
pastime — witness  that  ingenious  writer,  H.  C. 
CutcliiTe,  F.R.C.S. 

3.  He  hath  used  a  worm  in  a  reservoir  containing 
water  intended  to  be  used  for  drinking  purposes  by 
the  people  of  Liverpool,  an  outrage  upon  the  said 
people  of  Liverpool,  for  thoy  pay  their  water-rato 
in  expectation  of  getting  clean  fluid  to  drink,  and 
not  that  wliich  is  tainted  or  rendered  foul  by  the 
carcase  of  a  vile  worm  being  immersed  therein. 

4.  He  hath  deprived  of  pleasui-e  certain  fair  and 
honest  anglers — that  is  to  say,  fly-fishers — who  shall 
come  to  that  reservoir  and  cast  assiduously  vipon 
the  fiurface  thereof  vainly  for  those  seven  trout 
which  he  hath  killed  by  ignoble  means  and  convoyed 
away. 

5.  He  hath  endeavoured  to  incriminate  as  acces- 
sories one,  J.  T.  Burgess,  deceased  ;  one,  Francis 
Francis,  deceased  ;  and  one,  R.  B.  Marston,  still 
alive,  thank  Heaven  !  by  asserting,  affirming,  stating 
and  indeed  positively  declaring  that  they  encouraged 
and  directed  him  to  go  to  that  reservoir,  there  to 
kill  the  trout  that  are  therein  by  means  of  a  lobworm 
Upon  a  hook  :  none  of  which  encouragement  or 
direction  is  to  be  found  contained  in  the  writings  of 
the  three  persons  mentioned,  who,  indeed,  doubtless 
were  ignorant  of  the  existence  of  that  reservoir  in 
Withnell. 

6.  Ho  hath  gloried  in  his  deed,  offending  mightily 
the  fly-fisher,  the  minnow  spinner,  and  the  clear- 
water  worm  angler,  and  annoying  also  tho  roach- 
catcher,  who  is  saying  to  his  fellows,  "  This  man  is 
not  one  of  us." 

7.  He  hath  proclaimed  his  intention  to  repeat  his 
deed,  and  also  to  boast  of  that  repetition  with  much 
pleasure  before  long. 

Wherefore  my  just  indignation  hath  impelled  me 
to  denounce  the  said  Thomas  Saunders  to  all  true 
anglers  for  trout. — Yours  truly, 

Belfast.  Robert  Ollky. 

[Worm  fishing  is  evidently  allowed  in  Withnell 
Reservoir,  and  the  water  is  much  less  likely  to  spoil 
good  whiskey  it  a  clean,  well-scoured  lob  is  used 
instead  of  brandlings,  which  are  always  unpleasant. 
Reservoirs  are  not  as  a  rule  clearer  in  July  than  in 
April,  and  as  worm  appears  to  be  the  bait,  Mr. 
Saunders  did  the  right  thing  in  using  the  proper 
kind  to  tempt  the  fish.  I  cannot  see  that  Mr. 
Saunders  did  anything  unfair  or  unsportsmanlike, 
and  I  doubt  if  even  many  fly-fishers  would  join 
Mr.  OIley  in  throwing  stones  at  him. — Ed.] 

HAS  CAUGHT  THE   ANGLING  FEVER. 

Dear  Sir,— Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Thomas 
Saunders,  is  one  of  those  happy  correspondents 
yclept  novices,  who  on  occasion  succeed  in  vanquish- 
ing the  old  hands,  and  then  retire  into  a  comfortable 
oblivion.  As  one  of  the  eleven,  may  I  say  that  I 
imderstood  from  Mr.  Saunders'  own  lips  that  Good 
Friday  last  was  the  first  occasion  in  his  life  upon 
which  he  had  angled  for  trout.  He  caught  seven 
sizeable  fish,  and  one  or  two  "  whoppers,"  and  he  is 
quite  legitimately  proud  of  the  fact.  The  eleven 
Liverpudlians  did  comparatively  nothing,  and  he 
won  on  the  odds  at  least  a  himdred  to  one.  Good 
enough  in  all  conscience — but  what  about  tho 
novice's  luck  ?  I  think  I  am  right  in  saying  that 
Mr.  Saunders  has  been  at  the  same  waters  at  least 
five  times  since  the  memorable  April  1,  and  has  never 
caught  another  fish.     Verb,  sap- — Yours  truly, 

One  of  the  Eleven. 

[I  do  not  find  that,  as  a  rule,  anglers  write  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  to  say  what  they  did  not  catch.  AVhy 
sliould  they  ?  And  how  could  I  get  all  their  letters 
in  ?  As  "  Dragnet  "  says,  we  should  want  an  india- 
rubber  paper  to  stretch  across  the  room  to  get  in 
reports  of  the  fish  we  did  not  catch.  Mr.  Olley,  of 
Belfast,  writes  to  oliject  to  Mr.  Saunders  fishing  with  a 
worm  in  a  reservoir  because  people  drink  the  water — • 
but  anglers  do  not,  so  what  does  it  matter.  I  hope 
Mr.  Savmders  will  lemember  his  good  days  and 
forget  his  bad  ones  ;  it  is  not,  as  a  rule,  a  difficult 
feat. — Ed.]   

VERY  SMALL  CHAPMAN  SPINNERS. 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  result  of  a  favourable  notice  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  some  twelve  months  ago  I  sent 
to  Mr.  Walbran,  of  Leeds,  for  a  "  Lilliput"  spinner, 
which  ho  had  just  brought  out  for  clear  water 
minnow  fishing.  In  your  issue  of  April  30  I  notice 
tho  identical  spinner  is  advertised  by  another  firm 
under  the  name  of  the  "  Wee  Chapman  " — with  the 
throe-flight  alternative,  if  desired,  as  suggested  by 
you  in  your  notice  of  April  4,  1903.  Now  which  is 
which,  and  whoso  spinner  is  it  ? — Yours  truly, 

Bull  Trout. 

[The  two  tackles  appear  to  be  practically  iden- 
tical .  As  regards  the  question,  "  Whose  spinner 
is  it  ?  "  I  am  afraid  that  it  is  anybody's,  as  there  is 
no  patent  in  tho  Chapman  spinner  ;  it  would  have 
been  a  good  thing  for  Mr.  Chapman  if  there  had  been. 
I  wonder  who  ho  was,  and  where  he  fished.  I  have 
an  idea  he  was  a  Londoner. — Ed.] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


LAKE-FISHINQ    AND  SHADOWS. 

Dear  Sir, — A  statement  towards  tho  end  of  a 
letter  in  the  April  23  issue  of  your  paper  suggests 
further  consideration  of  the  question  as  regards  the 
projection  of  shadows  from  rowing-boats  used  for 
fishing  on  lakes  ;  and  how  these  shadows  can  be 
fatal  to  succe.ss  of  people  in  a  boat  dapping  while 
the  wind  blows  from  the  sun  on  a  bright  day.  The 
shadows,  of  course,  will  vary  with  tlie  height  of  tho 
sun.  To-day,  between  10  a.m.  and  II  a.m.,  I  have 
rouglily  measured  the  direction  of  a  shadow  as 
falling  at  GOdog.  from  horizontal ;  if  the  sun  had 
just  risen  over  a  water  horizon  the  shadow  would  ba 
parallel  to  the  surface.  Between  this  and  vortical 
every  angle  would  occur,  depending  on  tho  place  of 
tho  sun.  Now  where  would  shadows  at  tlieso  angles 
fall  ?  Water  being  transparent,  not  on  the  surface 
of  tho  lake,  unless  it  was  too  thick  and  turbid  to  fish, 
but  on  tho  bottom,  or  when  the  sun  had  just  risen, 
towards  a  vanishing  point  miles  away  perhaps, 
above  the  water.  If  one  is  dapping  in  an  ordinarily 
clear  lake  over  a  bank  or  shoal  at  a  depth  of,  say, 
20ft.,  and  tho  boat's  side  reaches  to  iSin.  or  2ft. 
above  the  water,  its  shadow  falling  at  an  angle  of 
GOdeg.  should  rest  among  the  objects  on  tho  bottom, 
some  lift,  in  front  of  the  boat's  position,  and 
further  or  nearer  as  the  depth  or  the  height  of  the 
sun,  or  configuration  of  tho  bottom,  varied,  a  place 
being  reached  with  distance  at  which  tho  shadow 
would  probably  become  so  indefinite  as  to  evade 
detection. 

The  fish  may  bo  anywhere  in  the  water  within  or 
beyond  reach  of  one's  dap,  and  may  or  may  not  be 
more  or  less  aware  of  the  .shadow  of  the  boat  accord- 
ing to  their  position,  but  the  boat  itself  may  be 
visible  to  thom  whether  tho  wind  comes  from  tho 
same  direction  as  the  direct  simlight  or  from  the 
opposite  one,  the  difference  being  that  in  one  case 
the  boat  should  appear  as  a  dark  silhouette  ;  in  the 
other  a  brightly-lighted  object.  If  in  either  case 
tho  fish  had  much  reason  to  be  boat-shy,  successful 
dapping  would  become  less  practicable  than  it  is 
found  to  be. 

For  my  own  part  such  experiences  of  lake-fishing 
and  dapping  as  I  have  frequently  had  within  half-a- 
centviry  hav-e  not  led  to  the  conclusion  that  when 
ill-luck  happens  it  is  attributable  to  coincident  direc- 
tion of  wind  and  sun,  or  to  anything  connected  with 
the  shadow  of  my  boat,  nor  even  to  the  colour  which 
it  happened  to  bo  painted  ;  indeed,  I  would  rather 
drift  with  the  sun  behind  me  than  have  it  glaring  off 
the  water  in  front. — Yours  truly, 

April  24.  "  Benwyan. 


GOLD  AND  SILVER  FISH. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  oblige  me  with  the  address  of 
any  firm  who  supply  gold  and  silver  fish  ?  A  friend 
of  mine  is  anxious  to  stock  a  small  ornamental  pond 
in  a  garden.  I  take  the  Fishing  Gazette  every 
week,  but  have  never  seen  this  class  of  fishing 
advertisement. — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Trafford. 

[I  have  advised  Mr.  Trafford  to  apply  to  the 
manager  of  the  fishing-tackle  department  of  ilessrs. 
Gamage,  of  Holborn,  as  I  am  told  by  "  Dragnet  " 
they  can  supply  any  number  of  gold  and  silver  fish. — 
—Ed.] 


GOOD  FLY  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  note  the  letter  of  "E.  A.  E." 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  16,  and  would 
gladly  volunteer  any  information  if  of  service. 
There  is  fair  fly  fishing  to  be  had  about  Bun- 
crana,  on  the  shores  of  Lough  Swilly,  Donegal. 
The  place  will  be  known  best  as  the  landing 
spot  of  the  Iving  and  Queen  last  July.  There 
are  two.  rivers  adjacent  to  the  town,  namely, 
the  Mill  River  and  the  Castle  River.  The  Mill 
River  is  free,  and  being  very  much  fished  in  the 
lower  reaches,  is  best  fislied  from  Tullydesh  Bridge 
upwards  to  the  source.  Fishing  there  last  Saturday, 
I  got  three  dozen  trout  on  the  fly,  although  none 
over  ilb.  The  Castle  River  has  a  daily  charge  of 
2s.  6d.  for  brown  trout,  or  5s.  salmon  and  sea-trout, 
and  with  favourable  conditions  good  sport  can  be 
obtained.  I  think  a  reasonable  reduction  would  be 
made  for  a  three  weeks'  ticket.  There  is  also 
splendid  deep-sea  fishing  with  long  lines  in  the 
lough.  There  are  two  hotels,  one  of  which  charges 
£2  2s.  and  one  £3  3s.  weekly  inclusive,  and  plenty 
of  excellent  boarding  houses  facing  the  lough,  with 
board,  etc.,  from  £2  to  £2  10s.  Trusting  the  infor- 
mation may  be  of  service. — Yours  truly, 

AprU  28.  W.  M.  Moore. 

FISHING  ON  THE  YORE  AT  HAWES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  I  bog  to  inform  your  corre- 
spondent that  the  Yoro  at  Hawes  is  well  stocked 
with  trout,  and  is  preserved  by  the  Hawes  and 
High  Abbotside  Angling  Association.  Comfortable 
quarters  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  White  Hart,  and 
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Fountain  Inn.  Day  tickets  are  2s.,  week  5a., "ot 
10s.  for  the  season.  A  very  useful  article  appeared 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  5,  entitled,  "  Fishing 
Waters  and  Quarters  in  Yorkshire."  If  your  corre- 
spondent will  write  me,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to 
give  any  information  he  may  require. — Yours  truly, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  John  E.  Miller. 
Leeds. 


FRANCIA'S  PATENT. 
Dear  Sir, — As  requested  by  your  correspondent; 
"Scottie,"  I  now  give  the  number  of  my  patent — ' 
6480. 

The  use  of  grooves  is  mentioned  in  it,  but  as  I 
have  already  stated,  they  are  not  necessary,  because 
the  thin  steel  strip?  rest  on  flat  sides  of  the  rod, 
their  ends  being  firmly  secured  in  special  ways,  and 
with  the  glue,  varnish,  and  tight  bindings  around 
them  they  cannot  move  from  their  position. 

I  may  add  that  remarkable  results  were  obtained. 
Some  casts  of  nearly  a  hundred  yards  were  made 
with  a  spinning  rod  of  this  description.  A  small 
stick  half  an  inch  thick  reinforced  by  my  method 
lifted  501b.— Yours  truly,  T.  F.  Francla.. 

9,  Rue  Leonard  de  Vinci, 
Paris. 


A  CHALLENGE  TO  "SCOTTIE." 

Dear  Sir, — rWe  are  willing  to  set  aside  the  con- 
ditions of  our  challenge  that  debars  "  Scottie  "  from 
accepting  it.    We  are  willing  to  ignore  the  fact  of 
the  title  he  claims  to  the  origination  of  the  idea 
being  disputed  from  no  less  than  three  different 
quarters.    We  are  willing  to  produce  a  couple  of 
rods  to  be  tested  against  the  "notion"  your  corre- 
spondent lays  claim  to,  weight,  length,  and  diameter 
being  equal,  the  strongest,  lightest,  and  best  line- 
casting  implement  to  be  declared  the  winner,  and, 
of  course,  probable  durability  to  be  taken  into  , 
account,  the  losing  side  to  pay  the  sum  of  £5  to 
defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  carrying  out  the 
test.    Out  of  all  the  vast  number  of  letters  we  have 
received  from  advocates  and  users  of  steel-ribbed  ] 
rods  we  have  had  but  one  urging  us  to   meet  ' 
"Scottie's"  views  and  conditions  in  this  matter, 
and  was  from  a  customer  of  ours  at  St.  Andrew's,  ' 
and  thus  also  a  North  countryman,  who  habitually  ' 
uses  a  steel-ribbed  rod,  and  who  has  been  the  means  ■ 
of  many  other  anglers  doing  the  same. 

We  would  suggest  that  the  test  be  carried  out  at 
.the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  that  a  couple  of  engineerg 
(who  are  also  anglers)  be  on  a  committee  of,  say, 
six,  who  shall  be  entrusted  with  the  carrying  out  of 
the  test. — Yours  truly,  Foster  Bros.  1 

Ashbourne,  Derbyshire,  ) 
May  3,  1904.  ' 

P.S. — We  shall  not  be  ready  for  some  weeks  to 
bring  this  little  sportive  offer  to  a  consummation 
as  we  are  in  the  middle  of  our  "spring  rush."  j 
Nevertheless,  we  will  do  our  best  to  bring  the  matter 
to  a  head  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

[There  are  no  facilities  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
for  carrying  out  such  a  test  as  suggested  by  Messrs. 
Foster  ;  it  would  have  to  be  done  partly  in  the  open. 
It  might  be  arranged  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Sports 
Exhibition,  but  there  would  not  be  time  on  the  two 
days  devoted  to  the  casting  tournament. — Ed.] 

TURTLE  CULTURE. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  your  postcard  of  April  29 
with  reference  to  turtle  culture,  and  thank  you  for 
the  same.  Our  inquiry  emanates  from  Bombay,  so 
we  presume  it  is  the  Indian  turtle  that  it  is  proposed 
to  breed.  We  shall  feel  very  much  obliged  to  you 
for  any  information  you  may  be  able  to  procure  oa 
the  subject. — Yours  truly, 

Jeremiah  Lyon  and  Co. 

4,  Lombard  Court,  E.C. 


FISHING  NEAR  HORSEBRIDGE. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  small  streams 
that  run  into  the  Test  at  Horsebridge,  alluded  to  in 
your  "  Occasional  Notes  "  of  April  23,  the  fishing 
in  which  is,  I  take  it,  to  let,  I  would  suggest  that 
any  intending  lessee  would  do  well  to  satisfy  him- 
self that  there  is  a  plentiful,  or  at  least  a  fair,  flow 
of  waLer  through  it  in  a  dry  summer. — Yours  truly. 

Doubtful. 


FISHING  NEAR  CHAGFORD. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Grain  de  Sel's  "  query 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  March  5  respecting  trout- 
fishing  near  Chagford,  I  beg  to  say  that  there  is  an 
excellent  river  there,  which  contains  trout,  peal,  and 
salmon.  I  always  stay  at  Adley  Farm  House,  most 
comfortable  quarters,  and  the  proprietor,  Mr.  J. 
Ferryman,  who  has  a  small  portion  of  private  fishing 
on  the  river,  would  be  pleased  to  give  Grain  de  Sel" 
all  the  information  he  requires. — Yours  truly, 

Bournemouth.  W.  J.  Smith. 

{Severed  letter  a  are  unavoidcAly  held  over.] 
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NOTICES. 

[For  Lift  of  ConterUti  lee  page  321;] 

Thb  FlSHiNO  Gazbttb  Is  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 

obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Eallway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  Loadon  and  the  Provinoes. 
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Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  pai>er 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 
Tetb  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
The  FisHina  Gazette,  Lijiited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  all  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland   . .       . .       . .       . .       . .     lOf .  M. 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto         . .       B«.  id. 

Three  Months       ditto  ditto         . .       2$,  Sd. 
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subscription,  including  postage     ..       ..     12*.  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 
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Small  advertisements  6i.  per  Inch  ol  single  oolomn  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
kddreesed  to  the  Adtebtxsbkbnt  Manaohb,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

AdvertisenunU  mutt  arrive  not  later  than  two  o'eloeh  on 
Wednetdayi,  addreited  " AdvertUement  Manofer." 
Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES, 


BY  THE  EDITORj 


Death  of  Sir  Henry-M.  Stanley. 

One  of  the  greatest  men  of  this  age  passed  away 
last  Tuesday  morning  when  Sir  Henry  M.  Stanley 
died.  His  name  will  live  as  that  of  the  greatest 
explorer  of  Africa.  His  career  is  a  striking  example 
of  what  a  man  of  splendid  aspirations  and  iron  will 
can  do  in  overcoming  what  appeared  to  he  insuper- 
able difficulties.  Known  to  the  world  as  the 
dauntless  explorer,  many  people  had  an  idea  that 
his  was  a  stern,  hard  nature,  suited  to  the  character 
of  "  The  Rock  Breaker,"-  as  the  natives  called  him. 
So  it  was  ;  but  it  had  another  side.  Those  of  us 
who  had  the  privilege  of  his  friendship  knew  him  to 
he  as  gentle,  loving,  and  true  a  man  as  ever  lived. 
-VU  will  feel  deepest  sympathy  with  Lady  Stanley 
in  her  irreparable  loss. 

Spring  Sea-Trout. 

On  this  interesting  subject  Mr.  W,  Baden- Powell, 
K.C.,  writes: — 

"  Deae  Makston,— Probably  it  will  be  said  that 
one  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer  ;  but  I  do  say 
that  one  sea-trout  made  a  spring,  and  swallowed  my 
fly  this  Easter  time.  I  was  fishing  the  Helmsdale 
river  in  Sutherland,  and  on  April  7  having 
had  a  blank  day,  fighting  hard  to  cast  in  a 
south-west  gale  and  rain,  I  had  come  to  the 
'  one,  two,  three,  and  give  up  '•  casts,  as  the 
carriage  was  waiting.  I  determined  to  amuse  the 
keeper  and  gillie  by  putting  up  'an  exaggera 
tion.'  You  remember  the  fly  presented  at  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  dinner  to  the  American  Am- 
bassador, a  faithful  representation  of  the  American 
flag  ?  Well,  I  had  procured  one  from  Malloch.  It 
is  about7/0  or6/0  hook  in  size.  The  Stars  and  Stripes 
flew  out  over  the  pool  to  strike  terror  into  the  low 
lying  salmon,  but  it  struck  the  fancy  of  a  sea-trout, 
hooked  fair  and  square  through  the  lower  jaw. 
He  was  a  clean  new  run  fish  in  Al  condition^  I 
had  him  next  day  for  breakfast — brilliant  in  colour, 
in  fact,  in  the  'pink  of  condition.'  I  don't  see 
anything  extraordinary  in  an  occasional  sea-trout 
running  up  from  the  sea  in  April,  though,  of  course, 
the  real  run  of  fish  is  later^  In  those  ten  days  I 
did  not  get  a  sea-trout  kelt. 

»The  American  Flag  Fly,  bj  the  way^  fairly 


astonished  the  local  onlookers,  two  keepers  and  a 
shepherd;  I  had  only  put  it  up  for  fun<  but  it 
brought  on  three  salmon  rises  and  pricks  (being  a 
silly  single  hook,  probably  taken  sideways,  as  I 
described  fully  in  the  Field,  April  23)  and  one 
take,  a  fine  kelt  it  turned  out,  which  by  its  play 
and  leaps  was  to  the  last  moment  thought  to  be  a 
clean  fish;  Well,  the  curious  point  is,  !What  do 
salmon  imagine  any  fly  is  ?  2  We  are  told  it  is 
probably  mistaken  for  a  sea  anemone ;  a  salmon  in 
the  sea  may  have  swam  astern  6f  a  Yankee  ship 
and  seen  the  bright  stars  and  stripes  flickering  out ; 
possibly  in  such  a  flag  he  would  see  an  enemy,  and 
rise,  and  find  he  was  mistaken ;  and  hence  his 
confidence  in  the  river,  and  his  desire  for  closer 
acquaintance,  which  would  last  his  lifetime; 

Another  '  by  the  way  2  which  has  nothing  to 
do  with  sea-trout  being  clean  run  in  April;  You 
kindly  noticed  my '  Five  Flies  or  Marine  Destroyers  - 
in  the  Fishing  Oazettei  These  'shippy'  flies — Blue 
Jacket,  Blue  Marine,  Red  Marine,  Quarantine  and 
Black  List — killed  well  on  the  Helmsdale,  and  I 
gave  the  fish  all  possible  choice,  for  when  they 
would  not  rise,  or  made  a  short  rise,  I  often  tried 
a  local  pattern,  but  with  no  better  result,  for  all  I 
caught,  clean  and  kelts,  except  on  the  American 
flag,  were  on  my  -'  shippy '  patterns; 

.'^W;  Baden-Powell," 


A  Scandinavian  Fisheries  Exhibition. 

The  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  sends  me  this  note: — 

?'  The  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  have 
received  through  the  Foreign  Office  a  notification 
from  the  British  Consul  at  Gothenburg  to  the 
effect  that  a  Scandinavian  Fisheries  Exhibition 
will  be  held  at  Marstrand,  north  of  the  former  place, 
from  July  9  to  24,  and  will  embrace  everything  up 
to  date  relating  to  the  fishing  industries.  The 
most  prominent  feature  of  the  exhibition  is  expected 
to  be  that  of  motors  of  every  description  employed 
in  the  service  of  the  fisheries,  trawling  gear,  nets  of 
all  kinds ;  in  fact,  every  appurtenance  connected 
with  fishing;  Great  interest  has  been  shown  in 
Denmark  and  Norway  for  the  success  of  this  exhibi- 
tion, and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
manufacturers  in  the  United  Kingdom  would  reap 
advantage  by  taking  notice  of  such  matters  as  may 
lie  within  the  sphere  of  this  exhibition,  especially 
as  there  undoubtedly  will  be  a  large  attendance  of 
visitors  from  Finland,  the  Baltic  Provinces,  and 
North  Germany,  besides  the  Scandinavian 
countries," 


A  Fish  and  Hunting  Story.  ■ 

The  meeting  of  the  Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Board 
at  Spalding  was  enlivened  by  a  hunting  story  which 
the  chairman  related;  It  was  inspired  by  the  dis- 
closure that  sprats  have  been  so  plentiful  that  they 
are  in  demand  for  manurial  purposes;  "  One  day,'' 
said  the  chairman,  "some  hounds  came  acrossTa 
field  that  had  been  manured  with  sprats,  and  they 
set  to  and  ate  the  lot."-  When  the  laughter  had 
subsided,  the  chairman  completed  the  story  by 
saying  that  the  hounds  refused  to  do  any  more 
hunting  that  day.  R^  B;  Maeston.: 


A  New  Book  on  Sport  in  India. 

An  important  work  on  Indian  sport  is  in  the 
press,  and  will  be  published  immediately  by  Messrs; 
Horace  Marshall  &  Son.  Under  the  title  of  "  The 
Sportsman's  Book  for  India,'-  Mr.  F;  G.  Aflalo  has 
gathered  together  a  number  of  useful  contributions 
on  sport  in  India  by  writers  who  have  a  leading 
claim  to  be  authorities  on  the  subjects  Avith  which 
they  deal,  and  on  which  they  have  specially  written 
for  this  volume.  The  chapters  on  fishing  are  from 
the  pens  of  Lieut. -Col.  P.  R.  Bairnsfather  and  Mr. 
F.  0.  Gadsden. 

Celluloid  Wet  Fly  Pattern. 

Messrs;  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  137,  St;  John- 
street-road,  send  me  some  samples  of  standard  wet 
fly  patterns  on  gut  and  on  eyed  hooks  made  with 
celluloid  bodies.  They  tell  me  that  these  flies,  both 
for  dry  and  wet  fly  fishing,  are  sjreatly  liked  by 
their  customers,)  The  wet  fly  patterns  are  wonder 
fully  efiective ;  the  chief  advantages  of  celluloid 
are  that  the  colours  are  permanent  and  do  not 
change  in  water  or  when  oiled  as  silk  bodies  do  ; 
also  being  translucent  they  have  a  lifelike  appear- 
ance as  the  colour  is  seen  through  them  when  held 
up  to  the  light.  I  wish  we  could  get  celluloid  made 
like  round  thread  and  cord — it  would  be  magnificent 
for  winding  on. 

New  May  Flies. 

Mr.  J.  Richardson,  of  48,  Doddington  Grove, 
Kennington,  S.E.,  sends  mo  some  May  Flies  made 
from  a  composition,  the  production  of  Mrs.  Richard 
son;  The  imitation  is  very  clever.  The  samples 
sent  are  a  trifle  too  dark  in  the  wing,  but  that  is 
a  matter  of  taste  perhaps.  Will  tho  flies  stand 
oiling  with  paraffin  oil  '/  They  are  extremely  light, 
and  in  fact  look  like  spent  May  Flies;  I  am  sure 
they  will  kill  well,  and  would  be  useful  to  try  on 
fish  which  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  the  ordinary 
feather-wing  flies.j 


PAETICULAES  EESPECTING  THE 
BAD  BOLL  FISHING  CLUB. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  sent  to  me  by 
a  member  of  the  club;  They  will  give  information 
wanted  by  some  of  our  correspondents. — R;  B;  M. 

The  fishing  of  the  club  extends  to  sixty  miles,  both 
banks  of  the  river — which  is  practically  the  whole 
length  of  the  river  Wutach;    About  eight  miles  of 
this  (that  is,  four  miles  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
the  hotel,  and  four  miles  at  a  distance  of  about  ten 
miles)  is  free  to  visitors  stopping  at  the  hotel; 
Weekly  tickets  enabling  visitors  to  fish  the  whole  of 
the  river,  price  M.  12.50  (Government  licence  M.12); 
The  whole  of  the  river  is  carefully  preserved  and 
stocked  by  the  club  ;  no  fish  under  9in.  may  be 
taken  out.    All  applications  for  rooms  should  be 
forwarded  to  Herr  Bogner,  Bad  Boll  Hotel,  bei 
Bonndorf,  Baden,  or  Herr  Fritz,  Ochsen  Hotel, 
Thiengen,  Baden;   There  are  three  ways  of  getting 
to  Bad  Boll— (1)  to  Bale— from  thence  to  Thiengen 
and  Weizen— di-ive  about  14  miles  to  the  hotel ; 
(2)  to  Freiburg  vici  Strassburg — from  thence  by  rail 
to  Neustadt  (20  miles),  thence  drive  of  about  14  miles 
to  the  hotel ;  Freiburg  may  also  conveniently  be 
reached  from  Bille  in  about  50  minutes  by  rail ;  (3) 
to  Donaueschingen  via  Strassburg,  from,  thence 
drive  of  about  14  miles  to  the  hotel;    By  either 
route  a  carriage  would  on  application  be  sent  from 
the  hotel  to  meet  visitors;    Fare,  return  to  Bale, 
first  class,  £8  3s;  9d.  ;  second  class,  £5  19s;  8d.: 
Available  forty-five  day^;    Best  train,  11  a.m;  Vic- 
toria, arriving  at  Bale  6  a.m.  next  morning.  Thien- 
gen about  8. 30.    The  hotel  tariff  is  from  6  to  8  marks 
per  day,  exclusive  of  wine;    Visitors  of  course  must 
adhere  strictly  to  the  fishing  rules  of  the  club,  which 
can  be  seen  at  the  hoteU    The  surrounding  scenery 
is  lovely,  and  the  river  undoubtedly  affords  good 
sport;    Any  inquiries  can  be  addi-essed  to  Mr, 
Bogner,  at  Bad  BoU,  or  to  Mr.;  K,  Munro,  at  No,  1,; 
The  Sanctuary,  Westminster; 


SCOTTISH  TWEEDS. 


It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  we  testify  from 
personal  experience  as  to  the  excellence  of  the  all- 
wool  Scotch  tweeds  of  all  kinds  sold  by  the  makers, 
Messrs;  Currie,  McDougall  and  Scott,  of  Langhaugh 
Mills,  Galashiels,  N.B;  Not  only  are  their  goods  pf 
first-rate  quality,  they  are  also  most  moderate  in 
price,  and  we  are  quite  sure  that  they  will  give 
complete  satisfaction;  Catalogues  and  samples 
can  be  had  by  writing  to  the  firm;  They  also 
manufacture  all  kinds  of  all-wool  unshrinkable 
underclothing;  It  is  also  very  useful  to  know  that 
by  sending  an  old  favourite  coat  or  suit  they  will 
make  new  ones  of  same  measurements  in  any 
material  selected :  their  charges  for  this  are  set  out 
clearly  in  a  printed  price  list, 


THE  WEATHEE  IN  NOEWAY. 


TaiBD  Weekly  Weathbb  Reportj 

The  telegrams  to-day  report :  Namsos  (Namsen 
river),  Trondhjem  (Stjordal,  Quia,  and  Orkla), 
Ghristiansund  (Sundal,  Surendal,  etc.),  Bergen  (for 
Evanger  and  the  Sogne  and  Nord  fjords),  and 
Mandal  (for  Mandal  and  south  of  Norway  rivers) — 
J'  Cold  and  dry  weather  prevailing  throughout  the 
whole  of  these  districts," 

Taking  this  and  the  last  weather  report  a  week 
ago,  nothing  has  occurred  to  alter  up  to  now  the 
universal  opinion  that  this  season  will  be  an  early 
one,  therefore  early  booked  passages  should  not  be 
altered  to  later  dates,  and  where  possible  later 
booked  pasaages  should  be  accelerated; 

May  9j  Jamk3  Oowellj 

in 
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"WHAT  I  SAW  ANB  HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON,    AND  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
By  Philip  Geen.' 

I  AM  afraid  to  say  how  many  years  have  gone  by 
since  I  first  asked  Mr.'  R.  B.  Marston  for  space  in 
liis  then  new  acquisition,  the  Fishing  Gazette;  It  is 
much  to  say  that  he  is  still  Editor,  and  that  I  am 
again  asking  for  the  same  forbearance: 

The  diffidence  I  felt  then  in  seeking  to  put  my 
angling  experiences  into  print  is  as  great  to-day,  and 
would  be  overwhelming  were  I  not  sure  of  sympathy 
for  the  motives  actuating  my  efforts,  not  only  on 
the  part  of  the  Editor,  but  also  of  numerous  old 
fi  iends,  some  of  whom  still  like  me  a  Uttle,  although 
I  have  given  to  quiet  fishy  spots  of  theirs  much 
publicity. 

From  the  Editor,  from  these  old  friends,  and  from 
the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Qazettc  generally,  I  ask 
some  indulgence  for  this  introductory  paper,  my 
excuse  for  which  is  that  it  will  explain  in  ^  some 
degree  what  these  motives  are — my  craving  for 
country  life  and  my  sympathy  and  feelings  of 
homeliness  among  country  peoplej  generally,  and 
particularly  with  the  Irish. 

I  feel  I  owe  a  debt  here  and  there  that  may  best 
be  met  by  giving  such  information  of  my  rambles 
in  search  of  sport  and  pleasure  as  "may  help  to 
spread  anglers  out  to  new  spots  on  our  little  islands, 
so  that  I  may  not  bo  reproached  for  ^helping  to 
gather  them  in  particular  places  to  the  discomfort 
of  old  stagers  there  who  knew  of  them  long'before 
I  did.  It  is  nearly  thirty  years  since  that,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  I  was  told  by 
the  chairman  that  the  jilans  I  advocated,  if  success- 
ful, would  inevitably  multiply  anglers  until  quiet, 
enjoyable  fishing  near  London  would  be  a  thing  of 
the  past.  I  remember  well  the  eloquence  with 
which  he  persuaded  the  meeting  to  his  views  as  to 
the  probable  harmful  effects  of  any  cheapening  of 
railway  tickets  for  anglers,  and  how  nearly  I,  too, 
was  inclined,  while  under  his  persiiasive  personality, 
to  vote  against  my  own  proposals. 

During  the  ten  \  days  that  followed  this 
meeting  I  had  the  best  of  opportunities  to  consider 
more  fully  the  arguments  which  had  so  nearly 
converted  me.  How  I  spent  those  happy  days  and 
the  result  of  my  cogitations  may  be  gathered  from 
a  cutting  which  I  take  from  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
that  time,  and  which  reads  as  follows  : — ■ 

"  After  all  my  wanderings,  numerous  successes 
and  numberless  failures,  I  am  pleased  to  return  to 
grand,  incomparable  Old  Father  Thames,  where  I 
need  not  seek  for  order  or  rent ;  where  all  are  at 
liberty  to  wet  their  lines  in  peace  so  long  as  they 
do  not  infringe  those  good  rules  laid  down  in  the 
interests  of  fair  sport. 

"  I  sometimes  ask  myself  if  it  can  be  possible 
that  there  are  millions  of  toiling  men  whose  love  of 
Nature  would  bo  as  great  as  mine  were  not  the 
beauties  of  spring,  the  fragrance  of  summer,  and 
the  splendour  of  autumn  unknown  to  them.  Had 
I  pen  that  would  write  or  voice  that  could  speak, 
I  would  use  them,  hoping  to  hasten  on  the  day 
which  is  coming  when  slavish,  unceasing  toil  will  no 
longer  be  the  price  demanded  for  the  bare  necessities 
of  life.  Science,  machinery,  emigration,  combina- 
tion, and  education,  more  merciful  than  man,  are 
at  work  ;  and  will  most  assuredly  work  out  their 
task  of  lightening  and  redistributing  the  labour 
necessary  for  the  life  and  comfort,  if  not  of  all,  why 
then  of  the  great  majority,  instead  of  the  small 
minority. 

"  Stupid  fears,  selfish  interests,  class  prejudices, 
cruel  indifference,  robbery  and  jobbery  are  clogs 
upon  the  wheels  ;  but  the  wheels  turn,  and  are 
bringing  the  day  when  men  shall  no  longer  live, 
slave,  and  die  without  occasional  communion  with 
nature's  truthful  preachers. 

"  Can  anyone  have  witnessed,  as  you  and  I  have 
done  these  ten  days  past,  the  hills,  dales,  woods, 
and  meads  all  clothed  in  their  gayest,  pleasing  at 
every  turn,  and  sometimes  so  grouped  as  to  cause 
us  to  stand  and  wonder  at  their  beauty  and  grandeur, 
without  feeling  that  of  a  certainty  an  all-wise 
Creator  must  have  meant  these  scenes  for  truer, 
better  men,  or  for  all  ?  That  they  may  have  been 
intended  for  all,  and  that  the  day  may  soon  come 
when  all  shall  have  opportunities  of  enjoying  them 
is  my  earnest,  humble,  prayerful  hope.'- 

The  chairman  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  was  a 
true  prophet.  Anglers  have  multiplied  and  are 
much  in  evidence  on  all  public  waters  within  a 


considerable  radius  of  our  to^vns  and  cities;  During 
the  same  period  the  more  wealthy  votaries  of  the 
sport  have  gone  further  afield,  and  for  them  the 
cost  of  fishing  goes  up  !  up  !  up  !  Almost  any 
price  can  be  asked  for  what  is  worse  than  nothing  : 
as  may  be  seen  by  the  following  :  — 
w  My  friend,  A.  C.  J.,  gave,  through  a  most  reliable 
negotiator,  twenty-five  pounds  to  secure  fourteen 
days  on  a  river  in  Scotland  last  spring,  and  he 
invited  me  to  participate  in  his  good  fortune.  We 
found  on  our  arrival  there  that  we  were  a  trifle 
handicapped,  inasmuch  as  Messrs.  Sellers  Brothers 
had  also  purchased  a  right  to  fish  the  same  pools, 
and  that  the  instruments  they  were  privileged  to 
use  cast  ours  in  the  shade,  cast  how  we  would. 
They  had  the  best  of  nets  worked  by  the  cleverest 
nets  men  personally  conducted  by  Mr.  Sellers,  whose 
early-and-late  indefatigable  perseverance  was  only 
exceeded  by  his  smiling  good  temper. 

Johnson  rose  a  fish,  and  was  stepping  back  to 
give  it  the  orthodox  rest,  when,  seeing  the  net 


and  with  such  a  slight  roll,  if  any,  as  only  to  rock 
you  to  sleep;  Cheer  up  !  You  will  land  at  Kings- 
town, Greenore,  or  Londonderry  as  fresh  as  a 
daisy; 

So  give  up  deploring  that  your  brother  angler 
jostles  you,  and  I  will  show  you  where  I  found  sport 
galore  and  where  never  a  man  had  previously  used 
rod  and  lino.  I  will  introduce  you  to  places  where 
you  will  catch  pollack,  salmon,  and  trout  in  plenty; 

There  may  be  some  wonderment  at  the  order  in 
wliich  I  place  these  three  fish.  In  my  early  days  I 
thought  for  a  short  season  marbles  the  only  game  ; 
then  came  "  buttons  "  to  the  fore  ;  to  be  followed  a 
few  weeks  later  by  tops.  Were  it  earlier  in  the  year  my 
thoughts  would  be  entirely  of  the  salmon ;  and  I 
would  tell  you  of  yet  another  place  or  two  in  the 
glorious  land  of  N.B;  where  early  spring  fish  may 
yet  be  caught  without  the  preliminary  extortionate 
payment  that  is  now  most  frequently  asked; 

The  holiday  season  is  coming,  and  I  am  writing 
with  the  hope  of  affording  information  which  may 


[Photo  by  W.  K.  Gem. 
'Pollack,  the  Boldest  Biter  and  the  Bbavest  Fighter." 


sweeping  down,  I  called  to  him  to  cast  again 
quickly  ;  but  he  turned  to  see  why,  saw  Sellers  and 
his  men  coming,  and  then  said  something  to  me  in 
Enghsh,  by  which  time  the  net  was  round  the  fish; 
Sellers  laughed,  and  said  we  should  have  the  fish 
we  had  so  very  nearly  caught,  and  he  brought  it  to 
us  ;  after  which  we  took  train  back  to  Loch  Ness. 

Fortunately,  travelling  is  cheap  and  infinitely 
more  comfortable  and  pleasant  than  it  used  to  be  ; 
you  can  now  eat,  drink,  and  sleep,  read  or  write, 
while  travelling  at  sixty  miles  per  hour  towards 
your  destination;  So  it  is  really  no  great  hardship 
for  an  old  contemplative  angler  who  has  spent  ten 
days  on  the  Thames  without  seeing  a  second  such 
person  to  go  further  afield  for  that  quiet,  all -to - 
himself  angling  ho  once  enjoyed.  What  matters 
the  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours'  journey  with  only 
the  Irish  Sea  to  cross  ?  The  London  and  North- 
western trains  are  fast  and  their  boats  are  luxurious, 


guide  the  footsteps  of  the  tired  brain-worker,  whose 
holiday  may  be  too  short  for  exploration,  to  sport 
and  rest  away  from  too  well-known  resorts  and  the 
overcrowded  routes  thereto. 

I  place  pollack  first  among  the  fishes,  by  a  long 
way  first,  for  men  who  desire,  with  an  absolute  rest 
from  business  thoughts,  unlimited  lung  luxuries  and 
yet  to  have  glorious  sport :  second  to  none  at  the 
time  of  the  year  that  is  coming. 

My  memory  wanders  back  some  forty  years  to  my 
first  day  amongst  the  pollack  on  the  Copperas  Rocks 
at  Combe  Martin,  in  my  native  county  of  Devon; 
Since  that  time  I  have  caught  this,  the  boldest  biter 
and  the  bravest  fighter  of  all  sea  animals,  in  almost 
every  county  that  has  rocky  coasts; 

My  upbringing  in  Devon  unfitted  me  for  life  in 
cities,  and  I  have  sympathy  for  all  who  are  com- 
pelled to  live  i^i  them;  It  gave  me  a  love  of  nature 
and  sport  that  must  be  gratified;   The  mere  odour 
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of  the  earth,  or  the  scent  of  bruised  grass,  excites 
me  more  than  the  biggest  of  money  deals  ;  and  this 
love  must  be  as  old  as  I  am  myself.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  a  time  when  I  would  not  hunt  for  a 
are  bird's  nest  or  catch  a  trout  in  preference  to 
roddling  off  to  school.' 

I  was  always  happy  in  the  fields  ;  so  happy  that 
I  was  not  always  able  to  answer  the  inquiry  as  to 
how  I  had  "  got  into  that  state."  nor  to  recollect 
whether  it  was  the  paddling  in  the  stream  or  the 
liunt  through  the  long  wet  grass  for  the  noisy  land- 
rail's nest  that  was  most  responsible  for  it.  Acci- 
dents will  occur  in  meadows  in  summer-time,  when 
the  ditches  are  grown  up  to  be  so  much  like  the  high 
grass  that  the  difference  is  not  discerned  until  you 
are  in.  When  your  head  comes  up  from  such  a  fall 
your  hair  is  matted  with  weedy  slime,  and  it  is  only 
a  mother  that  could  lecture  and  kiss  you  then. 

I  had  learned  a  little  of  many  sports  before  I  wa8 
considered  strong  enough  to  be  shut  up  in  school, 
and  I  could  get  hair  from  a  colt's  tail,  soak  it  and 
make  a  line  before  I  knew  the  alphabet  all  the  way 
from  A  to  Z.  With  my  hair-line,  a  worni,  and  a 
withy  stick  I  felt  as  proud  as  the  mightiest  warrior 
could  in  all  the  glory  of  his  trappings,  and  great  was 
my  pride  when  at  last  I  outwitted  the  monster  half- 
pound  trout  by  taking  off  my  shoes,  wading  up 
behind,  and  dropping  my  bait  just  over  the  bough 
under  which  he  kept  his  nose. 

Ferreting  rabbits,  or  even  rats,  was  a  fascination 
that  I  had  no  will  to  withstand  ;  and  when  I  was  a 
little  older  anything  that  had  four  legs  would  be  in 
danger  of  a  hard  day's  work  on  the  moor  when  there 
was  a  meet  there.  The  moor  was  a  never-failing 
wonder-place  I  could  explore  with  unabated 
pleasure  from  the  rising  of  the  sun  until  the  going 
down  thereof,  or  until  my  little  legs  gave  way  and 
rest  was  imperative. 

"  God  gives  all  men  all  earth  to  love. 
But,  since  man's  heart  is  small, 
Ordains  for  each  one  spot  shall  prove 
Beloved  over  all." 

How  sweet  and  soft  was  the  heather  !  Yet  softer 
and  sweeter  still  the  couch  of  ling,  where  the  happy, 
busy  bees  sang  such  drowsy  cooing  lullabies  that  I 
have  heard,  or  seemed  to  hear,  my  mother's  rest- 
song,  and  have  put  up  my  hand  to  reach  the  ear  that 
I  had  held  so  often.  A  Uttle  longer  I  heard  the 
twitter  of  the  birds  and  the  tiny  voice  of  the  brook, 
and  then  a  darkening  cloud,  and  I  slept.  When  I 
wake  it  is  with  the  odour  of  my  sweet  surroundings 
tilling  my  nostrils,  with  the  balsam  of  health  in 
every  whiff  ;  but  my  little  stomach  is  as  empty  as  it 
can  be,  and  I  must  perforce  go  home,  and  leave  the 
now  rising  trout,  as  I  have  quite  a  doubling-up  void 
that  is  like  to  bring  my  chin  and  knees  together. 

I  know  not  how  much — the  debt  is  too  great  to 
calculate — I  owe  to  these  youthful  tramps  and 
dreams.  Life  is  sweet.  They  gave  me  life,  a  long 
life,  and  a  store  of  happy  memories.  I  was  a  weedy 
skewer  of  a  boy,  with  an  abnormally  largo  head  that 
no  boy's  hat  would  cover  :  a  head  so  large  that  my 
mother  was  ever  ready  to  believe  that  it  ached  too 
Ijadly  for  school ;  and  if  my  father,  as  ho  did  at 
times,  ventured  to  remark  that  I  should  "  grow  up 
a  dunce,"  mother  would  go  to  him  and  whisper 
something  which  would  free  me  from  the  dread  of 
books  and  teachers  for  yet  another  day.  Mother 
would  never  tell  me  what  that  potent  whisper  was, 
but  my  father  would  at  such  times  give  sly  peeps  at 
me,  headwards,  before  giving  way,  and  I  sometimes 
feared  he  would  see  it  was  not  aching  so  very  much. 
It  really  did  ache  at  times,  and  no  wonder,  as  there 
was  little  else  of  me  to  be  in  trouble. 

Strange  it  is,  but  my  very  worst  pain  would  vanish 
when  I  was  seated  on  my  Exmoor  pony  by  my 
father's  side  for  a  day  with  the  deer  ;  and  I  was 
proud  when  Parson  Jack — the  Reverend  John 
Russell — said,  "  That's  a  nice  thing  the  boy  is  riding, 
George."  Indeed,  I  was  so  proud  that  I  did  a  silly 
thing.  I  touched  the  pony  with  the  spur,  and  the 
pony  tf)id  the  parson,  and  his  reverence  rebuked  mo 
with  :  "  Be  jealous  of  and  kind  to  your  steed,  my 
boy,  at  all  times,  and  especially  when  going  a-hunt- 
ing,  for  you  may  need,  before  night,  every  step  that 
he  has  in  him."-  With  this  he  stroked  liis  horse's 
neck  with  loving  touch,  and,  unseen  by  him  or  my 
father,  I  stroked  my  pony's  ;  and  I  think  from  that 
'm&  I  loved  all  animals  more  than  I  had  done 
fore. 

I  oft<;n  wondered  wliat  were;  the  magic  words  of 
my  mother's  whispering,  but  I  had  to  grow  to  man- 
hood before  I  could  solve  the  riddle.  After  much 
time  my  semi-wild  life,  my  mother's  cakes  and 
clotted  cream,  with  now  and  then  a  junket,  Mod  me 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


out  a  bit,  and  I  was  no  longer  a  walking-stick  with 
a  big  copper  knob.  Up  to  now  I  had  hated  boys, 
both  big  and  small,  as  I  knew  they  noticed — some- 
times in  a  loud  voice — the  colour  of  my  hair:  As  I 
grew  in  strength  these  audible  notices  grew  less  and 
less  frequent,  and  I  had  to  partially  lift  my  cap  and 
scratch  my  head,  as  if  I  had  a  tickling  there,  to  pro- 
voke them  to  the  old  familiar  cries.  Another  sort 
of  courage,  and  a  greater,  came  to  me  at  this  time 
I  could  hold  my  head  to  the  other  sex.  Maiden 
cheeks  no  longer  roimded  out  with  threatening 
laughter  as  they  used  to  do  at  sight  of  my  figure  and 
utter  shyness.  All  rules  have  exceptions — even 
where  ladies  are  concerned — and  there  was  a  pretty 
face  that  had  never  laughed  at  me;  It  was  from 
her  that  I  learned  what  my  mother  had  whispered. 
The  maiden  married,  had  a  boy,  a  long,  bony,  big- 
headed  boy  ;  and  her  boy's  head  sometimes  ached, 
and  he  had  frequently  to  miss  school ;  and  when 
the  father  expostulated,  she  would  whisper,  as  my 
mother  no  doubt  had  whispered,  "  Don't  he  cross  ; 
I  am  afraid  that  terribly  big  head  and  its  constant 
aches  may  mean  '  water  on  the  brain.'  " 
t»  I  think  my  readers  will  forgive  me  these  few  lines 
on  my  early  life,  as  it  was  my  Devon  blood,  with  its 
probable  taint  of  superstition,  and  my  upbringing 
that  made  me  sympathetic  with  Irish  life  and  Irish- 
men. This  wUl  explain  much  that  would  otherwise 
seem  unreal  to  those  who  have  only  seen  the 
blarneying  side  of  the  Irish  character.  Mine  was  a 
real  sympathy,  and  it  unlocked  their  tongues  upon 
subjects  which,  to  them,  are  almost  too  sacred  to 
discuss  with  strangers.; 

[To  be  continued.) 

SOME  WESTEKN  WATERS. 
TIPS  FOR  WHITSUNTIDE  ANGLERS. 

It  is  not  given  to  all  anglers  to  dwell  in  Stream- 
land  and  to  wet  the  line  when  they  will ;  to  attend 
the  waters  when  "  right,"  and  to  wait  on  the  trout 
when  "  willin'.".  Those  who  are  perforce  immured 
during  a  greater  part  of  the  year  in  a  wilderness  of 
brick  take  their  doses  of  fishing  homceopathically 
and  at  long  intervals  :  a  good  annual  course  of 
piscatorial  physic  being  usually  swallowed  at  Wliit- 
suntide.  And  this  year  the  Pentecostal  period  falls 
auspiciously  for  them  ;  it  comes  at  a  season  when 
there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  of  clement  weather  on 
the  one  hand,  and  of  a  reasonable  amount  of 
pluviality,  or  irriguousness,  on  the  other. 

Time  being  thus  fixed,  the  consideration  of  piace 
pretty  naturally  ensues.  And  here,  guided  by 
recent  practical  experiences,  I  recommend  the 
errant  rodman  to  go  west.  Now,  by  the  "  West 
Country  "  is  usually  understood  a  corner  of  England 
■ — a  peninsula — lying  beyond  an  imaginary  line 
di'awn  from  Bristol  to  Portland  Point — that  is  to 
say,  the  whole  of  the  counties  of  Devon  and  Corn- 
wall, practically  the  whole  of  Somerset,  and  a  small 
portion  of  Dorset.  But  before  proceeding  to  wander 
in  certain  parts  of  the  picturesque  and  fascinating 
region  of  moor  and  vale,  cliff  and  combe,  river, 
rivulet,  stream,  streamlet,  torrent — aye,  and  trout- 
ful  brook — of  the  West  Country  proper,  let  us,  in 
fancy,  take  a  brief  angling  trip  into  the  centre  of 
wild  Wales — also  in  the  west. 

Caedioanshire; 

The  Dovey  is  now  tabv.  The  Rheidol,  especially 
its  upper  waters,  formerly  lead  poisoned,  is  greatly 
improved,  and,  being  inaccessible,  fishes  well  in  May. 
The  various  minor  streams  to  be  reached  from 
Machynlleth  (Geryst,  Tal,  Diflas,  Dulas,  etc.)'  are 
to  be  recommended  at  this  time  of  year.  But,  for 
the  present,  I  purpose  dealing  with  one  stream  only 
in  Cambria.  It  is  the  Lery,  neither  mentioned  in 
guide-books  nor  named  on  maps,  I  believe.  It  is  to 
be  fished  from  Borth,  Tal-y-bont,  or,  more  distantly, 
Aberystwyth.  My  copy  of  "  The  Angler's  Diary  " 
(an  old  one)  states  : — "  There  is  no  fishing  to  speak 
of.  The  small  stream  running  near  Borth  is 
poisoned  with  mine  water."-  That  is  not  so  now. 
The  mines  are  shut  down.  Near  Borth  and  at 
Borth  the  stream  is  not  so  small,  as  waters  of  its 
character  run.  It  Hows  into  the  sea  at  Ynyslas, 
two  miles  from  Borth,  and  sewin,  or  peal,  run  up  it. 
It  is  fishable  from  source  to  sea,  being  open  and 
pretty  between  Borth  station  and  church ;  and 
those  quartered  at  Borth  would  whip  it  up  to  Llan- 
fihangel  (station),  if  not  to  Tal-y-bont,  above  which, 
becoming  a  true  mountain  torrent,  it  should  be 
assailed  from  thence  (White  Lion). 
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A  ticket  being  obtained  from  the  riparian  pro- 
prietor, per  White  Lion,  at  Tal-y-bont,  or  Cam- 
brian, at  Borth,  the  angler  might  commence  with 
tlie  last  two  miles  of  the  Lery.  He  would  find  this 
stretch  sufficiently  bushed  to  afford  food  and 
harbourage  for  the  trout  without  unduly  hampering 
his  efforts;  Here,  water  permitting,  fair  sport 
should  be  enjoyed,  the  creel  containing  something 
larger  than  the  typical  mountain  fario — a  dozen  in 
all,  perhaps,  including  several  half-pounders;  Above 
Pen-y-bont,  swinging  away  from  Llanfihangel,  up  to 
Tal-y-bont,  and  for  several  miles  above,  the  stream 
flows  deeply  below  precipitous  banks,  and  is  badly 
bushed;  Here  are  good  trout — if  you  can  get  at 
them;  Taking  our  adventures  in  these  too  roman- 
tic, abysmal  reaches  as  read,  we  proceed  to  regard 
ourselves  as  established  at  Tal-y-bont  (having 
written  for  trap  to  meet  us  at  Llanfihangel  Station); 

Here  it  will  be  well  to  walk  or  drive  to  Pont  Gafr 
or  Pont  Goch,  avoiding  an  impassable  channel, 
above  which  the  Lery  comes  prattling  down — unre- 
strained, save  for  boulders,  and  unobstructed — 
from  the  cascade  and  lofty  rampart  of  Craig-y- 
pistill,  some  miles  ahead  and  upwards;  This  water 
should  be  fished  iipstream  with  two  flies — say, 
Coch-y-Bondhu  and  Red  Spinner — and  very  care- 
fully, for  the  troutlets  are  everywhere — behind  the 
stones,  in  the  rolling  stream,  under  the  banks,  in 
the  "  saucers,"-  between  bifid  currents,  and  in  the 
many  pretty  pools  at  the  foot  of  each,  oft-recurring, 
miniature  waterfall.  It  is  very  possible  to  have  a 
poor  day;  It  is  all  a  question  of  water — not 
weather,  nor  even  wdnd,  unless  a  whole  gale  be 
blowing ;  and  the  prevailing  wind  is  upstream; 
Late  in  the  season,  owing  to  the  strenuous,  legiti- 
mate exertions  of  the  brethren  ;  owing  to  the  woe- 
fully shrunken  condition  of  the  rivulet ;  and  owing 
to  barefaced  pot-hunting  and  poaching,  a  very  small 
basket  is  to  be  looked  for;  But  in  May,  after  a 
spate,  several  dozens  should  be  killed; 

Above  the  cataract  of  Craig-y-pistill  [pistith) — 
the  natural  boundary  of  this  sweet  torrential 
streamlet,  high  in  the  mountains — is  a  lake,  con- 
taining large  trout  of  several  varieties,  which  are 
very  well  disposed  towards  the  fly  when  the  water  is 
ruffled  by  a  stiff  breeze.  But  it  is  not  everybody 
that  can  obtain  permission  to  throw  a  line  upon  this 
llym  There  is  also  near  Tal-y-bont  a  mountain 
stream,  the  Cuelan,  lesser  than  the  Lery,  whence  a 
good  basket  of  "  sprats  "  can  be  coaxed  imme- 
diately after  heavy  rain;  Do  not  let  the  worm- 
loving  native  seduce  you  into  carrjring  your  flies  to 
the  Clettwi-,  which  'flows  at  the  bottom  of  an 
unfathomable  ravine,  studded  with  trees; 

Exmoor; 

By  Exmoor  I  mean  the  forest  and  its  moorland 
environs.  I  have  nothing  to  say  against  the  hotel 
waters  at  and  near  Dulverton  ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
know  them  to  contain  many  good  trout ;  but,  gene- 
rally speaking,  it  is  desirable  to  make  Dulverton  a 
centre  whence  to  fish  distant  streams.  The  pre- 
sence of  brother  anglers  is  more  welcome  in  the  club- 
room  than  by  the  waterside.  Some  of  the  choicest 
water  in  the  Exe — by  Rocks,  above  Barlynch  Abbey 
— is  now  reserved  by  the  proprietor  ;  but  higher  up, 
at  Winsford  and  all  up  to  Exford,  hotel  visitors  have 
still  ample  scope  for  their  efforts.  As  for  the  Barle, 
it  is  preferable  above  Tarr  Steps  ;  up  to  Landacre, 
and,  indeed,  up  to  Simonsbath;  Sherdon  Water, 
flowing  into  the  Barle  at  Sherdon  (or  Sheardown) 
Hutch,  just  above  Landacre  Bridge,  presents  several 
miles  of  typical  moorland  trouting.  The  Danes- 
brook,  or  Willingford  Water,  joining  the  Barle  under 
Hawkridge,  is  of  excellence  far  exceecUng  that  of 
streams  of  its  character.  The  lower  part,  once  the 
property  of  the  late  "Squire"  BeUew,  is  now 
reserved  by  the  owner  of  Anstey  Moor,  but  I  believe 
permission  can  still  be  obtained  in  Sir  W.  Throck- 
morton's long  length  above,  under  MoUand 
Common; 

In  this  neighbourhood,  at  MoUand  (two  stations 
below  Dulverton,  on  the  Barnstaple  line),  tickets 
may  be  obtained  at  the  Black  Cock,  close  to  the 
station,  for  the  Yeo.  Tliis  river  is  very  nice, 
carries  very  sizeable  trout,  and  is  blessed  with  the 
May  Fly  in  due  season.  With  the  Drake  I  have 
killed  pounders  here  early  in  June;  Granted  plenty 
of  water  the  Yeo  (locally  kno^vn  as  "  The  Old 
River  ")  should  be  found  veiy  superior  to  most  of 
the  streams  of  the  neighbourhood  as  regards  size, 
condition,  and  colour  of  trout; 

Though  inaccessibility  is  the  secret  of  success  as 
regards  moorland  (and  other)  trout-fishing,  I  do  not 
recommend  Whitsuntide  wanderers  to  stray  so  far 
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afield  as  the  Lyns,  Oare  Water,  Badgworthy  Water, 
Chalk  Water,  Farley  Water,  and  other  true  forest 
streams.  The  Mole  and  the  Bray,  however,  might 
be  worth  visiting.  They  are  attainable  from  the 
George  (recently  changed  hands)  at  South  Molton. 
They  were  the  favoured  streams  of  Cutcliffe,  who 
used  to  fill  his  first  basket  in  them  before  breakfast. 
Nice,  as  they  are  still,  one  need  not  carry  more  than 
one  creel  when  visiting  them  now.  The  above  allu- 
sion is  to  CutclifEe's  celebrated  and  invaluable 
"  Trout  Fishing  on  Rapid  Streams,"  published  by 
Messrs;  Sampson  Low  &  Go. 

Daktmoor: 

The  waters  of  Dartmoor  are  more  numerous  than 
those  of  Exmoor.'  In  character  they  are  somewhat 
similar.:  The  Teign  is  very  suggestive  of  the  Barle, 
though  lesser.  But,  generally,  Dartmoor  troutlets 
are  smaller  than  their  congeners  of  the  northern  and 
sister  forest.  On  the  open  streams,  which  flow 
everywheie  about  the  bases  of  the  tors,  and  keep 
always  moist  the  bogs  of  the  plateaux,  the  Ashlings 
average  six  or  seven  to  the  pound — mere  "  sar- 
dines,'' in  fact.  In  the  lower  waters  bigger  fish  can, 
of  course,  be  taken.  A  local  expert  tells  me  that 
"  no  great  variety  of  flies  is  needed,  small  and  dark 
being  the  general  rule.  From  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  the  season  one  may  do  well  enough  with 
Blue  Uprights,  March  Brown,  Alder,  and  Red 
Palmer.'i 

I  have  recently  been  fishing  at  and  from  Chagf ord, 
where  I  found  the  Moor  Park  (licences  and  tickets) 
a  luxurious  hostelry.  In  the  Teign  I  did  badly, 
but  much  better  "  out  over."-  The  water  was  low 
and  clear,  the  sun  was  bright,  and  a  cold  and  high 
easterly  wind  blew.  The  Teign  at  Chagford,  though 
five  miles  from  the  nearest  (Moreton  Hampstead) 
station,  is  over-fished.  In  Easter  week  anglers 
lino  the  banksj  At  other  times,  even  very 
early  in  the  season,  rods  abound.  Getting  far  away 
from  the  townlet  into  glorious  solitude,  dozens  and 
scores  of  troutlets  are  to  be  creeled,  provided  there 
be  plenty  of  water.  The  local  noted  tackleist  sup- 
plied me  with  some  lovely,  killing  fUes— red,  brown, 
and  rusty. 

The  Dart  is  better  than  the  Teign.  Good  centres 
are  Dartmeet,  Ashburton,  Buckfastleigh,  Staverton, 
and  Totnes.  The  West  Dart  is  preferable — say, 
from  Two  Bridges,  where  is  a  nice  anglers'  inn,  or 
Princetown.  Tickets  at  hotels.  Note. — On  Teign 
no  Sunday  fishing  and  no  wading,  except  between 
Clifford  and  Steps  Bridge,  and  no  worming  before 
June  1. 

Okehampton  is  a  nice  centre,  whence  one  can  fish 
the  Taw,  the  East  and  West  Okement,  and  some 
lesser  streams  or  brooks,  as  the  Lew  and  the  Thistle 
at  Bridestow.  Tavistock,  too,  where  cheap  day 
tickets  are  granted,  is  a  likely  locality :  Tavy, 
Lumburn  Brook,  Tamar,  Walcombe,  and  Meavy. 
Save  that  it  is  very  popular  much  might  be  written 
in  favour  of  Totnes,  as  also  of  Lustleigh,  Bovey 
Tracy,  and  Ashburton.  But  for  a  really  wild  and  free 
district  of  torrential  waters  the  more  out-of-the-way 
heights  behind  Chagford  are  hard  to  beat. 

If  the  weather  should  be  at  all  summer-like  at  the 
end  of  May,  as  it  was  at  the  end  of  April,  Dartmoor 
trout  should  be  sought  early  and  late.  A  month 
before  Whitsuntide  they  were  rising  freely  in  pools 
of  the  Teign  after  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
Above  all,  persevere,  take  pains,  and  adopt  every 
subterfuge  that  tends  to  handicap  the  keen  eyes  of 
most  acutely-visioned  creatures,  which  possess  little 
other  aids  to  defence.  In  a  word  the  key-note  is — 
t' Concealment."-  J.  R.  R. 


WHEN  DO  FISH  BITE  BEST? 

I  READ  lately  in  the  New  York  Sun  about  large 
game  fish  not  feeding  early  in  the  morning,  and  the 
writer  of  the  article  mentioned  the  big  bass  of  Keuka 
Lake  as  being  examples  of  this  alleged  fact.  I  would 
like  to  have  an  expression  from  your  readers  on  the 
morning  feeding  of  trout,  pike,  bass,  and  pike-perch. 
As  to  bass,  I  recall  that  in  Schroon  Lake  the  fisher- 
men and  their  bait  had  to  be  on  the  grounds  before 
sunrise,  or  there  was  no  string  to  bring  home.  Up 
at  Port  Henry  men  who  take  the  great  pike-porch  in 
the  channel  between  Chimney  Point,  Vt.,  and  Fort 
Frederick  (Crown  Point),  hie  there  with  their  pail 
of  shiners  or  brook  chubs  not  later  than  4  a.m.,  and 
never  fish  after  warm  sun  up.  They  often  make 
great  hauls  before  breakfast — with  the  lines  of  course. 

For  throe  or  four  years  I  trolled  for  pike  along  the 
Vermont  shores,  from  Chimney  Point  to  Potash  Bay, 
using  a  plain  kidney  spoon  (Bull),  and  used  to  have 
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splendid  success  with  these  huge  wolves  just  as  the 
sun  was  rising,  and  also  just  as  it  was  sinking  behind 
old  Bald  Peak,  on  the  west  shore  back  of  my  home. 
Either  time  was  good,  and  I  confidently  expected  a 
strike  in  certain  bays  and  at  well-known  points  at 
these  points  du  jour;  There  were  some  days  when 
pike  and  pickerel  bit  all  day  long,  and  I  recall  my 
record  catch — seven  pike,  total  3.3lb.,  so  heavy  that 
I  called  for  the  horse  and  waggon  to  carry  them 
from  the  boathouse  homeward.  The  largest  weighed 
91b.,  and  there  was  not  a  really  small  fish  in  the 
string.  This  luck  fell  to  me  one  holiday  afternoon 
in  front  of  a  bunch  of  bulrushes.  I  fished  for  about 
an  hour,  all  in  one  place,  and  had  a  lot  of  sport  with 
the  largest  fish,  which  was  hooked  merely  by  a  piece 
of  loose  membrane  that  kept  giving  as  the  line  was 
pulled.  A  lady  who  watched  the  fight  with  a  field- 
glass  told  some  nice  things  about  the  methods  of 
capture  wliich  the  angler  supposed  were  unobserved. 

At  Eagle  Lake,  while  pike  bite  somewhat  early,  it 
is  almost  unwritten  law  to  begin  fishing  for  bass 
(small-mouthed)  and  perch  before  about  6  a.m.,  and 
people  mostly  start  out  for  success  even  one  hour 
later.   To  begin  earlier  is  considered  a  waste  of  time. 

I  have  never  found  an  hour  too  early  to  catch 
brook  trout,  and  they  will  bite  until  dark.  They  are 
night  feeders,  for  I  have  caught  them  in  wild  moun- 
tain streams  early  in  the  day,  when  their  craws  were 
Uterally  packed  with  big  "  June  bugs."-  I  have 
often  wondered  how  bass  could  be  caught  after  dark. 
A  celebrated  New  York  furrier  told  me  of  his  success 
in  New  Jersey,  anchoring  out  and  casting  in  toward 
shore,  using  an  imitation  mouse  as  a  lure.  He  said 
he  had  excellent  luck  last  year. 

While  trolling  with  a  spoon  I  have  taken  at 
various  times  a  chub,  several  clams,  perch  without 
number,  pumpkin  seeds,  one  bullhead,  two  or  three 
pike-perch,  one  of  those  white-spined  rayed  fish 
that  we  call  "  shecpshead,''  on  Champlain,  and 
considerable  pickerel  weed. 

I  would  like  to  hear  what  the  brothers  have  had 
strike  their  "  spoons,'- — Peter  Flint  in  Forest  and 
Stream. 

[As  I  said  recently  w'hen  noticing  Herbert 
Spencer's  "  Autobiography  "■  in  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
my  experience  is  that  with  a  few  exceptions  fish 
bite  better  later  than  in  the  very  early  hours  of  the 
day — say,  from  3  to  6.  Trout  and  grayling  cer- 
tainly rise  best  from  about  9.30  to  12.30  and  from 
6.30  to  9  than  at  other  times — at  least,  that  is  my 
experience.  Carp  bite  early,  and  bream  wiU  bite  all 
night  in  hot  weather,  and  go  "  ofi  '-  at  daybreak 
often.— Ed.  F.G.] 


POINTEES,  FOE  SEA  ANGLEKS 
AND  OTHEKS. 

Messrs.  Knowlson  &  Muller,  of  Room  4,  Eagle 
Building,  New  York,  send  me  a  very  handy,  well- 
arranged,  and  well-printed  little  guide  called  "  The 
Fisherman's  Friend,"  price  ten  cents.  It  is  a 
directory  of  fishing  places,  with  notes  on  fish  and 
game  laws,  tide- tables,  etc.  Here  are  some  hints 
for  sea  fishermen  who  are  novices.— R.  B.  M. 

Always  take  an  oilskin  coat  along,  even  if  the 
sun  shines.  It  wards  off  spray  and  wind  and  is  the 
best  thing  possible  for  protecting  luncheon,  fish, 
and  bait  from  the  sun. 

Don't  wear  rubber  boots  in  the  boat.  In  case  of 
capsize,  they  will  drown  you  sure. 

Your  knife  should  have  a  heavy  back,  so  that  it 
can  be  used  tj  crack  clams,  etc. 

Never  break  clams  by  banging  them  on  the  gun- 
wale or  bottom  of  the  boat.  Do  not  let  the  oars 
clatter  or  roll  around.  Never  throw  the  anchor. 
Let  it  glide  softly  into  the  sea.  Every  noise  in  the 
boat  is  carried  to  great  distances  by  the  water,  and 
shy  fish  like  weak  and  bluefish  and  striped  bass  will 
scurry  miles  away  when  thus  frightened. 

Never  row  across  the  stern  of  another  fishing 
boat.  Row  well  around  the  bow,  keeping  at  least 
one  hundred  feet  away  so  as  not  to  spoil  the  fishing. 

When  anchoring  in  a  crowded  fishing  spot  anchor 
abreast  of  other  boats.  Never  lie  ahead  or  astern. 
In  the  former  case,  you  will  be  fishing  near  the 
other  boat's  anchor.  In  the  latter  case,  you  will 
drop  your  anclior  where  the  others  are  fishing. 

When  anchoring,  if  current  or  winds  are  swift,  lot 
out  all  the  cable  after  anchor  touches  bottom  and 
watch  some  immovable  mark  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  it  is  holding.  Do  not  shorten  cable  till  you 
are  sure  that  anchor  holds. 

Shrimp  in  a  car  floating  alongside  are  easily 
drowned  if  tide  is  too  swift.  At  such  times  they 
will  keep  better  inside  the  bout,  covered  with 
damp  seaweed. 
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ANGLEES  ONE  MEETS.  ^ 

"  I've  asked  a  man  in  to  dinner  to-night ;  not  A 
bad  sort  of  chap.  You'll  learn  something  from  him 
in  the  smoking-room  afterwards.''  And  so  we  did. 
The  guest  was  a  gallant  captain,  and  evidently  a 
keen  angler,  and  as  we  were  going  to  fish  preserved 
water  for  jack  the  next  day,  conversation  got  pikey 
over  tobacco,  etc.  Very  guilelessly  did  A.  chuck 
his  sprat  for  the  salmon,  and  his  query,  "  What 
weight  was  youi  best  jaok  ?  '-'  elicited  a  carelessly 
given  reply,  "  Oh,  26lb.,  but  it  was  rather  good 
fun,  as  I  got  it  on  a  minnow,  roach  fishing  with  the 
finest  of  tackle,  and  had  to  get  the  old  lock-keeper 
to  come  and  help  me."- 

Well,  the  band  was  past  playing  at  this  ;  but 
not  so  A. 

"  You  must  have  had  a  battle  with  it,"  quoth 
he,  deftly  letting  him  run,  only  to  show  the  butt 
later  on. 

"  Oh,  no  !  He  was  a  heavy  fish,  and  just  sailed 
about." 

"  Did  he  not  go  to  weed  with  you  ?  "  I  asked, 
wondering  how  he  was  going  to  play. 

"  Oh,  no  !  It  was  all  open  water,  in  the  Thames, 
you  know,  and  I  just  humoured  him.". 

"  Then  you  had  no  fight  really  with  him  '!  "  said 
A.,  putting  his  finger  on  the  reel,  only  causing  him 
to  run  again. 

"  By  Jove  !  hadn't  I,  though  ?  Ybu  don't  know 
what  a  time  of  it  the  brute  gave  me — on  light 
tackle,  too,  remember,  and  not  expecting  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  if  the  old  lock-keeper  hadn't  heard 
me  shout,  I  don't  know  where  I  should  have  been." 
Nor  did  we.  When  he  had  given  in  and  lay  upon 
his  side,  I  artlessly  remarked  with  a  rapt,  saintlike 
sigh  and  suitable  expression  : 

"  I  do  wish  I  could  get  a  good  fish  to  have  set 
up."-  I  had  my  run  at  once,  for  he  carelessly  asked 
what  my  best  jack  weighed.  Sadly  I  told  him  of  how 
it  had  never  been  weighed.  I  could  not  tell  its 
weight  with  any  attempt  at  accuracy,  but  it  was  in 
a  canal,  and  was  of  such  a  length  as  to  render  it 
imperative  for  it  to  go  into  one  of  the  basins  to 
enable  it  to  turn  round. 

"  And  what  did  you  bait  with  ?  "  he  asked. 

"  A  bicycle,"  I  modestly  repHed.  Then  he  seemed 
uneasy.  He  was  not  a  bad  sort  though,  and  soon 
recovered  on  being  returned  to  his  element.  We 
asked  him  to  join  us  next  day,  and  as  he  eagerly 
assented,  hoped  to  learn  and  hear  still  more  of  the 
rod-bendings  of  his  glorious  past.  Alas  !  it  was  not 
to  be.  The  car  stood  grunting,  as  cars  can  grunt, 
at  the  door,  and  the  snow  snew.  The  gallant 
captain  arrived  only  to  inform  us  that  letters  had 
come,  and  he  had  to  be  in  N.  at  five  o'clock.  A. 
could  manage  this  for  him  ;  but — well,  it  was  not  to 
be,  and  away  we  hummed,  finding  on  our  arrival 
no  26-pounders  on  the  feed,  but  a  good  many  201b. 
less,  and  less  again.  The  baits  were  bleak  and  so 
was  the  weather,  but  our  hearts  were  warmed  at 
the  thoughts  of  that  after-dinner  ref ought  battle 
between  guest  and  fish,  host  and  guest,  so  well 
appreciated  but  poorly  detailed  in  these  lines  by 

Hair  Cast, 


FISHING  IN  JAPAN. 

The  islands  forming  the  Empire  of  Japan  extend 
over  a  considerable  area  of  latitude,  but  the  geo- 
gi-aphical  distribution  of  the  salmonoid  fishes  is 
confined  mostly  to  the  northern  half  of  the  main 
island  and  Hokkaido  (Yezo  of  the  maps),  although  a 
single  form  (Plecoglossus)  is  found  as  far  south  as 
Formosa  Japan  cannot  be  said  to  be  a  fisherman's 
paradise,  but  the  small  addition  of  fishing  tackle 
might  be  made  to  a  traveller's  impedimenta  by 
those  contemplating  a  visit  to  this  country  who  are 
keen  on  the  rod.  The  season,  however,  is  short, 
and  it  is  only  in  Jrme  and  July,  and  perhaps  in  a 
few  places  the  early  part  of  August,  that  the  fisher- 
man can  hope  for  sport  The  fish  fauna  of  Japan 
is  somewhat  allied  to  the  Palaearctic,  and  the  salmon 
of  its  waters,  like  his  congener  across  the  Pacific, 
will  not  take  the  fly,  though  he  runs  well  to  a  spoon 
or  other  bright  spinning  bait ;  but  there  are  excep- 
tions to  this,  as  several  attempts  to  capture  the 
Tonegawa  salmon  (Oncorhyncus  perryii)  by  spinning 
have  failed  This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
Tone  is  the  most  southern  river  containing  salmon, 
as  experience  has  shown  that  the  further  north  the 
water  the  better  the  fishing.  0.  perryii  only  runs 
once  a  year — autumn — and  it  may  be  due  to  the 
fact  that  they  are  in  a  hurry  to  get  up  to  the  streams 
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in  which  they  spawn  that  they  do  not  remain  in  the 
Tonegawa,  or  take  any  notice  of  the  gilded  lures 
>)£Fered  them  in  passing  up.  The  best  sporting  fish 
in  Japan  is  the  masu,  (Salmo  macrostomus).  This 
tish  takes  the  fly  readily  in  Hokkaido,  and  is  found 
in  most  of  the  rivers  there,  but  is  not  so  easily  cap- 
tured in  the  waters  of  the  main  island,  either  those 
that  flow  into  the  Pacific  or  into  the  Sea  of  Japan. 
He  averages  51b.  or  61b.,  but  occasionally  runs  up 
to  nine.  Another  good  sporting  fish  is  the  ame- 
rna-su,  a  variety  of  0.  perryii,  found  in  both  lakes 
md  rivers,  and  in  certain  locaUtie-s  exceedingly 
plentiful.  In  the  Ishikari  and  its  tributaries  there 
is  another  salmonoid  (S.  blakistonii),  known  to  the 
Japanese  as  ito.  It  is  of  great  length  for  its  weight, 
and  one  captured  in  the  tidal  watei-s  of  the  Ishikari 
was  estimated  by  two  good  judges  to  weigh  701b. 
Whether  the  ito  is  migratory  or  not  is  unknown, 
native  fishermen  being  extremely  ignorant  in  regard 
to  the  habits  of  their  prey;  For  instance,  seeing 
three  grilse  one  day  shaken  out  of  axL]iwashi  (sardine) 
net  many  miles  from  any  river,  I  asked  the  fisher- 
men what  river  they  thought  the  grilse  came  from, 
and  they  scouted  the  idea  that  it  was  anything  but 

sea  fish  or  had  ever  had  any  connection  with  fresh 
Vv-ater.  A  friend  of  mine  travelling  in  the  interior 
found  the  skeleton  of  a  fish  in  an  Ainu  village  himg 
high  in  a  tree,  which,  measured  roughly  by  a  bamboo 
being  placed  alongside  it,  was  quite  6ft.  in  length. 
The  Ainu  said  it  was  ito,  but  they  would  not  sell  it, 
as  it  brought  luck  to  the  village — a  kind  of  fetish. 
So  far  as  I  know,  no  specimens  of  this  fish  have 
been  taken  with  the  fly  or  spoon  over  161b.  These 
small  ones  have  the  coloration  of  S.  thyrmllus,  and 
a  somewhat  abnormal  dorsal  fin — all  the  fins  being 
well  developed — but  no  other  trace  of  similarity. 
The  ito  is  a  rare  fighter,  but  very  coarse— in  fact, 
unfit  for  food,  at  least  to  the  foreigner's  palate. 

From  Tokyo  500  miles  of  the  journey  in  the 
direction  of  Hokkaido  can  be  done  by  rail,  but  it  is 
not  advisable  to  take  the  train,  which  is  slow  and 
uncomfortable,  and  after  the  train  journey  is 
finished,  it  takes  eight  hours  to  cross  the  straits  to 
Hakodate  in  a  steamer  that  provides  no  refresh- 
ment. The  idea  appears  to  be  because  the  boat 
starts  at  midnight  all  that  a  passenger  wants  is  a 
bunk.  By  far  the  most  comfortable  way  to  get  to 
Hakodate  is  to  take  a  Yusen  Kaisha  steamer  from 
Yokohama.  On  the  passenger  boats  of  this  com- 
pany one  can  rely  upon  being  well  fed  and  obtaining 
decent  liquors,  but  the  vessel  should  be  selected,  as 
there  are  cargo  boats  that  make  no  pretence  of 
catering  for  passengers.  On  reaching  Hakodate 
tranship  to  a  coast  steamer  for  Muroran.  This  boat 
leaves  in  the  morning  and  reaches  its  destination 
usually  about  4  p.m.  Here  put  up  at  the  house 
nearest  the  landing  place,  as  the  last  train  has  gone 
and  the  next  portion  of  the  journey  is  by  rail.  As 
there  is  an  hour  or  two  of  daylight,  a  visit  might  be 
made  to  an  Ainu  village — an  easy  walk  from 
Muroran.-  The  next  thing  to  determine  is  the  route 
next  day.  The  train  goes  to  Sapporo  (eight  hours), 
but  two  good  places  can  be  fished  before  going  to 
Sapporo.  Take  train  to  Tomakomai,  having  tele- 
graphed overnight  to  the  horseman  there  to  have 
the  animals — saddle  and  baggage — ready  by  the 
time  the  first  train  comes.  This  should  be  in  time 
to  reach  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  be  fished,  the 
Sarugawa,  at  Sarufuto,  about  twenty-two  miles 
from  Tomakomai,  the  same  day.  This  river  can 
be  fished  up  generally  from  boats — that  is,  Ainu 
dugouts,  for  which  purpose  two  small  ones  lashed 
together  have  quite  stability  enough  to  cast  from 
and  are  easily  handled.  Ten  miles  up  the  Sarugawa 
is  the  village  of  Piratori,  the  headquarters  of  the 
Southern  Ainu,  the  chief  of  which  is  an  ancient 
aborigine  named  Penrhi.  The  river  ten  miles  above 
J'iratori  sometimes  affords  better  sport  than  the 
stretch  from  the  village  to  the  sea,  but  this  depends 
upon  the  time  and  extent  of  the  run,  quantity  of 
A-ater,  etc.  The  route  from  Sarufuto  is  back  to 
Tomakomai  by  the  same  road.  On  reaching  this 
place  the  tourist  has  the  choice  of  going  to  Sapporo 
\>y  train  or  visiting  a  lake  abounding  with  sea-trout. 
The  fish  there  are  small — -up  to  21b. — being  land- 
')cked.  There  are  two  volcanoes,  one  opposite  the 
other,  on  the  shores  of  this  lake,  Tarumai  and 
Kniwa.  .Many  years  ago,  so  long  that  no  signs  of 
the  phenomenon  remain,  Eniwa  erupted,  and  the 
'Irhrii  was  thrown  into  the  Chitose  river  at  its  outlet 
from  the  lake,  forming  an  obstruction  to  all  migra- 
tory salmonidae.  This  lake  is  of  great  area,  and 
f  lie  fish  breed  freely  in  the  rivers  by  which  it  is  fed, 
md  may  be  taken  in  largo  quantities  in  June.  To 
/';ach  this  water  from  Tomakomai  there  is  a  good 


road  (17  mUes)  to  Ghitose  village;  Put  up  at  the 
first  house  on  the  right  before  coming  to  the  bridge; 
The  innkeeper  will  obtain  horses  and  lend  fvton 
(bedding)  and  cooking  utensils,  and  give  any  assist- 
ance required.  Tlie  ride  to  the  lake  is  through 
forest,  and  an  early  start  should  be  made;  There 
is  no  accommodation  in  the  nature  of  a  tea-house 
at  the  Chitose  end  of  the  lake,  and  those  who  go 
there  sleep  in  a  boat-house  belonging  to  a  fish 
hatchery  some  miles  down  the  river.  The  Ainu 
wiU  cut  ferns,  and  two  feet  of  these,  with  the  fvion 
on  the  top,  make  a  very  comfortable  "  doss.'-  There 
are  two  large  dugouts  here  which  may  be  used  on 
the  lake.  Singly  they  are  too  "  tender  "-  for  any- 
one but  a  native  to  move  about  in,  but  lashed 
together,  with  boards  across  the  top  to  sit  upon, 
they  make  a  capital  conveyance,  and  are  perfectly 
safe  for  several  persons,  as  will  be  seen  as  soon  as 
they  are  launched.  Any  quantity  of  fish  may  be 
taken  casting  from  the  beach,  but  only  the  small 
ones  come  near  the  shore.  A  mile  off  shore  in  front 
of  the  boat-house,  and  between  that  point  and  the 
land  on  the  left,  there  are  usually  plenty  of  fish,  but 
the  Ainu  will  know  where  to  go  for  the  best  fishing. 
On  returning  to  the  village  there  are  two  ways  to 
get  to  Sapporo,  by  road  (25  miles)  in  saddle  or  by 
hasha  (two-horse  country  carriage),  or  by  floating 
down  the  Chitose  river  to  Ebitsu,  where  the  railway 
is  met  a  few  stations  from  Sapporo.  A  very  early 
start  must  be  made  if  the  river  route  is  taken,  as 
the  trains  are  infrequent  and  the  last  one  for  Sap- 
poro leaves  Ebitsu  about  2  p.m;  There  is  good 
hotel  accommodation  at  Sapporo  (foreign  style),  and 
from  this  place  several  excursions  can  be  made  by 
rail  to  the  various  tributaries  of  the  great  Ishikari, 
the  longest  river  in  all  Japan  ;  but  the  accommoda- 
tion in  the  villages  near  the  collieries  is  very  poor; 
The  Toyohira,  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Ishikari, 
flows  through  Sapporo,  and  at  one  time  a  great 
many  masu  came  up,  but  the  fishing  here  has  been 
much  injured  by  the  establishment  of  a  flax-mill 
near  the  town,  the  refus*  from  which  flows  into  the 
river,  which  is  so  foul  at  times  that  the  fish  will  not 
face  it,  but  turn  back  and  find  other  waters;  There 
are  ito  in  the  Toyohira,  and  boats  can  be  obtained 
a  short  distance  from  the  railway  bridge,  and  one 
can  spin  down  the  river,  strike  a  railway  station,  and 
return  to  Sapporo  by  train;  On  returning  from 
Sapporo  to  Hakodate  the  route  can  be  varied  by 
train  to  Otaru  (22  miles),  and  taking  a  Yusen 
Kaisha  steamer  at  that  port.  The  itinerary  here 
given  can  be  plainly  seen  on  the  map  of  Hokkaido 
in  Murray's  Guide,  which  is  indispensable  to 
travellers  in  Japan; 

Although  the  rivers  are  wide,  they  are  mostly 
wooded  down  to  the  banks;  This  necessitates  the 
use  of  boats,  and  consequently  long  rods  are  not 
required,  and  there  are  but  few  places  where  waders 
would  be  of  much  service;  The  flies  for  masu 
should  be  lake  or  small  salmon  flies  of  bright  colours, 
especially  yellow,  and  plenty  of  tinsel;  The  Hok- 
kaido fish  are  imsophisticated,  and  will  take  any 
bright  object  on  the  move,  but  generally  under 
water ;  consequently  in  working  the  fly  it  should 
be  well  drowned.  For  trout  large  flies  do  best, 
though  they,  too,  take  anything ;  but  all  the 
Palmers,  Coachman,  Blue  Upright,  Green  and  Grey 
Drake,  and  others  have  been  proved  successful; 
Those  who  care  for  spinning  find  that  the  Devon 
and  other  similar  lures  are  effective  in  fiJling  the 
creel,  but  this  method  involves,  in  consequence  of 
the  state  of  many  of  the  rivers,  a  loss  of  much 
tackle.  The  Ainu  are  good  horsemen  and  boatmen, 
and  are  easy  to  deal  with.  The  expenses  now  are 
not  extravagant,  though  double  those  of  ten  years 
ago.  Grey  Palmer. 


AMEKICAN  NOTES. 

By  Theodore  Gordon; 

Lake  Fishing  with  Dry-Fly; 

^  Havp:  any  of  the  readers  of  the  Fisldng  Gazette 
had  cxpeiicnce  in  lake  fishing  with  dry-fly  ?* 
There  is  a  small  lake  on  the  western  borders  of 
Sullivan  County,  in  this  State,  which  is  alive  with 
large  brown  trout,  but  they  are  extremely  hard  to 
circumvent,  although  often  rising  freely;  There  are 
no  mirmows  in  this  water,  and  the  fish  feed  almost 
entirely  on  natural  flies,  larva),  and  caddis.  I 
could  not  find  other  food  ex(!ept  a  large  number  of 
lizards;    The  trout  may  take  the  latter,  and 

*  I  have  found  the  dry-fly  very  killing  on  lakes 
when  the  fish  are  rising  at  flies  on  the  surface. — Ed. 


possibly  find  shrimp  and  snails  also;  These  fish  arc 
fond  of  jumping,  and  it  is  very  trjring  to  see  one  big 
trout  after  another  throw  itself  well  above  tho 
surface.  In  the  early  spring,  I  hear,  there  are  one 
or  two  days  when  the  trout  rise  at  anything,  and  it 
is  no  trick  to  fiill  a  basket  with  fish  of  from  lib;  to 
2|lb;  in  weight;  After  that,  however,  an  angler 
may  go  again  and  again  without  securing  a  single 
specimen.  Two  years  ago  two  friends  of  mino 
mentioned  the  lake,  with  tho  information  added 
that  they  had  hit  upon  a  plan  whereby  they  ex- 
pected to  lay  heavy  toll  on  the  inhabitants  thereofj 
They  said  that  those  trout  would  just  go  crazy  over 
the  attractions  of  a  few  bright  minnows,  and  they 
had  caught  a  large  pailful  to  be  tried  the  next  day; 
I  was  invited  to  join  the  party,  and  was  glad  to  do 
so,  as  I  had  nothing  better  on  hand.  Well,  we  took 
a  buckboard  early  in  the  morning,  and  followed  a 
breakneck  road  to  a  farm  dairy  far  up  among  tho 
hills;  The  last  mile  was  traversed  on  foot,  and 
presently  we  saw  the  little  lakelet  nestled  among 
the  wooded  crests,  and  were  soon  afloat  in  a  leaky 
boat  of  home  construction.  In  a  few  minutes  a 
fine  trout  sprang  clear  of  the  water,  and  many  more 
did  the  same  during  our  stay.  The  minnows  were 
tried  faithfully,  but  without  effect,  by  trolling  and 
also  in  still  fishing;  While  the  minnow  was  going 
on  I  tried  nearly  every  fly  I  could  think  of  without 
getting  a  rise.! 

The  Bumble-Puppy  Scores; 
At  last  I  put  up  a  Bumble-puppy,  and  with  this 
took  one  trout  of  16in.  They  are  elegantly-shaped 
fish,  but  of  rather  slim  build,  and,  judging  by  this 
one  specimen,  can  make  a  good  fight  for  their  lives; 
The  fish  were  rising  at  a  very  small  dun :  the  body 
pale  bluish  brown  and  almost  transparent,  and 
limp  wings  of  nondescript  hue.  They  cruised  about 
a  great  deal,  sucking  in  every  fly  they  found.  The 
nearest  imitation  I  could  find  was  of  no  avail ;  now 
and  then  a  trout  would  come  to  the  fly,  but  always 
turned  away  without  taking  it.  I  presume  that  a 
really  first-rate  hand  with  the  dry-fly  would  have 
been  able  to  render  a  good  account  of  these  fish ;  yet 
I  am  inclined  to  doubt  it.  The  fish  were  evidently 
highly  educated,  and  on  the  perfectly  calm  water 
an  absolutely  exact  copy  of  the  natural  would  be 
necessary  to  deceive  them.  Granted  that  one  had 
this,  the  finest  gut  showed  up  clearly  in  the  clear 
water;  It  would  give  me  much  pleasure  to  be  on 
deck  when  one  of  your  experts  tried  these  fish;  An 
old  friend  of  mine  reported  having  some  sport  at 
the  expense  of  these  same  trout  last  year,  but  would 
not  divulge  the  secret  of  his  success;  Some  men 
there  are  who  say  that  nothing  can  be  learned  from 
books  ;  in  fact,  that  none  except  the  dilettante  read 
the  numerous  works  published  on  anghng.  There 
may  be  something  in  this,  but  I  have  not  found  it 
true;  Anyone  can  learn  to  tie  flies  from  Halford 
and  Hall,  and  there  are  many,  many  hints  and 
wrinkles  that  help  to  fill  the  creel,  and  for  which  we 
should  thank  some  fishing  author; 

The  Dark  Coachman; 

One  instance  comes  to  mind  as  I  write;  I  had 
read  the  Badminton  volume  on  "  Salmon  and 
Trout,"-  and  remembered  a  hint  giv'en  in  the  article 
by  H.  R.  Francis  in  regard  to  the  Dark  Coachman; 
I  was  fishing  the  Neversink  in  the  month  of  August 
several  years  ago,  and  the  water  had  just  got  down 
to  fishing  order  after  a  heavy  freshet.  Above  what 
is  called  the  Great  Bend  is  a  long  but  rather  shallow 
pool,  with  an  abrupt  bank  on  the  deepest  side,  and 
all  along  this  bank  the  trout  seemed  to  have  settled 
after  the  recent  high  water.  They  were  rising  con- 
stantly at  something,  but  for  a  long  time  I  could  not 
see  what  the  insect  was;  At  last  I  went  above  and 
crossed  over,  and  then  I  saw  that  there  was  a  flight 
of  ants— the  winged  variety  often  seen  in  clouds  in 
late  August  and  September;  I  did  not  have  an  ant 
in  my  book,  and  here  is  where  my  reading  came  in; 
Mr.  Francis  says  that  despite  its  form,  the  dark 
Coachman  vnW  take  when  ants  are  on  the  water,  and 
I  found  three  of  these  fUes,  tied  on  small  hooks,  in 
the  remains  of  an  old  book  that  I  had  -\vith  me. 
These  were  all  that  were  necessary,  as  by  taking 
things  easily,  -wading  quietly,  and  not  casting  too 
frequently  in  one  place,  I  killed  in  that  pool  twenty- 
eight  handsome  trout.  If  I  had  not  read  Francis, 
surely  I  would  never  have  tried  to  match  an  ant 
with  a  Dark  Coachman; 

In  a  back  number  of  one  of  our  best  sporting 
journals  the  exploits  of  a  certain  gentleman  are 
recorded  in  full :  how  he  killed  a  l\\h.  salmon  after' 
a  terrible  struggle  of  (if  I  remember  the  story  cor- 
rectly) twenty-four  hours.    The  salmon  leaped 
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twenty-six 'times,  and  covered  some  twenty-five 
miles  of  water  in  its  fruitless  efforts  to  escape  from 
this  remarkably  skilful  angler.  It  played  all  night, 
and  it  played  all  day,  but  it  allowed  them  to  go 
home  in  the  morning.  The  next  adventure  wc 
read  of  is  the  capture  of  a  41b.  pickerel  or  pike,  but 
in  this  instance  the  time  required  to  boat  the  fish 
was  only  one  hour  and  tliree-quarters.:  The  friends 
who  chronicled  these  adventures  imagine  that  the 
time  taken  to  kill  these  fish  is  an  evidence  of  the 
unusual  skill  of  the  angler  in  question,  but  we  do 
not  believe  that  they  will  find  many  men  of  ex- 
perience who  will  agree  with  them.  If  the  salmon 
fought  as  recklessly  as  described,  it  should  have 
been  killed  in  a  few  minutes,  and  to  play  a  4Ib.  pike 
nearly  two  hours  is  simply  absurd. 

Wings  of  the  Iron-Blue  Dun. 

In  Bainbridge's  book  on  angling  he  says  that  the 
feathers  of  the  American  blue  bird,  if  to  be  had,  are 
excellent  for  the  wings  of  your  iron-blue  Dun.  Now, 
in  driving  home  to  dinner  recently  I  found  a  very 
perfect  specimen  of  this  species  lying  dead  by  the 
road;  The  blue  is  very  blue,  but  it  is  hardly  iron- 
blue  to  my  eyes.  I  must  send  to  "  Val  Conson  "  or 
to  oru'  editor  for  an  opinion  on  the  subject.  By  the 
way,  I  miss  "  Val  Conson's  "  notes  on  fly-making 
from  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Even  that  accomplished 
gentleman  can  hardly  have  exhausted  the  subject 
I  sent  him  some  feathers  (wood-duck,  etc.)  years 
ago,  anonymously,  and  have  written  to  him  once 
or  twice,  not  mailing  the  letters,  to  express  my 
sense  of  obligation.  He  has  done  much  for  the 
amateur  fly  tier  and  for  anglers  generally.  It  would 
surprise  him  to  find  that  quite  a  fair-sized  hook 
can  often  be  used  over  here  in  dry-fly  fishing. 


LAEV^  OF  WATEE-FLIES.* 


CHAPTER  XIN .—continued. 

There  are  three  other  genera  belonging  to  the 
family  Ephemeridce,  namely,  Baetis,  Brachycerciis 
and  Cloin.  The  imago  of  the  genus  Baetis  is  much 
like  that  of  the  Ephemera,  with  the  exception  that 
it  has  only  two  setse  instead  of  three,  but  the  larva 
of  the  former  is  very  different  from  that  of  the  latter. 
Its  head  is  much  broader,  blunter,  and  more  sunk 
in  the  thorax  than  is  that  of  the  larva  of  the  Ephe- 
mera; The  legs  are  also  larger  in  proportion  and 
placed  more  closely  together  than  are  those  of  the 
latter  insect,  and  the  antenn*  are  much  shorter. 
There  are  some  curious  and  interesting  branchial 
leaflets  attached  to  the  segments  of  the  abdomen 
and  at  the  extremity  of  the  body  there  are  three 
long  bristle-hke  appendages.  Its  treatment,  and 
that  of  the  larvae  of  the  two  genera  Brachycercus  and 
Glqen,  while  in  confinement  should  be  the  same  as 


flies  have  four  brownish  wings  and  long  and  tapering 

antennae;  The  Mdngs  are  longer  than  the  body, 
and  when  folded  lie  flat,  ovcrlajiping  each  other, 
upon  the  creature's  back.  There  are  two,  generally 
long,  filaments  attached  to  the  last  segment  of  the 
abdomen.  The  larvae  (Fig.  179)  are  very  similar  in 
appearance  to  the  perfect  insects  (Fig.  178).  They 


Fig.  178.    Stone  Flies,    a,  Male;  b,  Female. 


that  of  their  near  relative  the  larva  of  the  genus 
Ephemera.  The  imago  of  the  genus  Brachycercus 
has  two  wings  and  three  seta;,  and  that  of  the  genus 
Clnen  has  two  wings  and  two  setae.  The  Day  Fly 
of  the  genus  Baetis  is  the  "  March  Brown  "-  of  the 
angler.  The  larvae  of  the  Ephemeridce  may  be  found 
either  in  their  burrows  in  the  mud  or  hiding  under 
stones,  in  either  stagnant  or  running  water.  It  is 
hardly  worth  one's  while  to  hunt  for  them  specially, 
as  they  are  so  frequently  found  while  searching  for 
other  fresh-water  animals  ;  but  tiiey  certainly  repay 
the  trouble  of  keeping  them  when  taken.  They  are 
generally  seen  crawling  about  the  mud  which  is 
brought  up  with  the  hand-net. 

The  insects  of  the  Perlidm  family  of  the  Neurop- 
tera  are  distinguished  chiefly  by  the  veins  of  their 
wings  and  by  the  formation  of  their  thoracos.  The 
longitudinal  nervures  on  the  disc  of  their  wings  are 
united  by  transverse  ones,  and  the  three  segments 
of  their  thoraces  are  almost  of  equal  size;  These 

*  From  "  Fresh-Water  Aquaria,"  by  the  Rev. 
Gregory  C.  Bateman,  A.K.C.  Published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  by  arrangement  with  Mr.  Upcott 
Gill. 


Fig.  179.    Creeper,  Lauva  of  the  Stone  Fly. 

live  in  either  stagnant  or  running  water,  but  much 
oftener  in  the  latter  than  in  the  former ;  do  not 
make  cases  like  the  caddis-wonns,  nor  burrow  like 
the  larvai  of  the  Day  Flies,  but  live  freely  in  the 
water,  crawling  about  aquatic  plants  or  under 
stones ;  are  carnivorous,  and  feed  upon  small 
animal  life,  especially  upon  the  larva;  of  other 
insects  ;  and  swim  well  M'ith  an  undulatory  motion 
of  their  bodies.  The  pup;c  are  known  from  the 
larvae  by  the  apiiearance  of  the  wings  in  their  cases. 
The  aquatic  fife  of  the  Perlidce  lasts  for  two  or  three 
years,  and  when  it  comes  to  an  end  the  pupae  cUrnb 
up  an  aquatic  plant  or  something  else  which  will 
take  them  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  then 
waitjuntil  the  pupal  skin  bursts  and  they  are  able 
to  emerge  from  it  perfect  insects.  The  females 
carry  their  eggs  for  a  time  before  they  deposit  them 
at  the  extremity  of  the  abdomen.  The  flight  of 
these  insects  is  slow  and  laboured,  and  some  of  the 
males  do  not  fly  at  all.  The  larva  of  Nemura 
variegata,  sometimes  called  by  anglers  the  "  Willow 
Fly,"  is  the  most  suitable  for  the  aquarium,  as  it  is 
found  in  stagnant  as  well  as  running  water.  Tliis 
species  is  one  of  the  commonest  of  the  Perlidce.  The 
Perlidce  are  frequently  called  "  Stone  Flies."-  Some 
fishermen,  however,  only  recognise  the  Perla  hicau 
data,  a  brownish  insect  nearly  lin.  long,  as  the 
"  Stone  Fly." 

While  hunting  for  fresh-water  animals  one  not 
seldom  comes  across  an  insect  wrapped  up  in  two 
or  more  green  leaves  or  pieces  of  leaves  of  some 
aquatic  plant.  The  leaves  and  the  animal  have 
somewhat  the  appearance  of  a  caddis-worm  in  its 
case  ;  in  fact,  for  a  time  before  I  knew  what  it  was, 
I  mistook  it  (and  I  dare  say  others  have  done  so  also) 
for  a  caddis-worm.  It  does  not,  however,  belong  to 
the  Trichoptera,  but  is  a  caterpillar  of  a  smaU  moth 
commonly  known  as  a  "  China  Mark  "  The  "  China 
Marks"  are  remarkable  for  being  the  only  moths 
whose  caterpillars  are  aquatic;  There  are  only  five 
species  of  these  moths  in  Britain,  the  largest  of 
which  is  not  more  than  lin.  across  its  expanded 
wings.  These  moths  have  white  wings, 
with  black,  brownish,  or  yellowish 
markings.  The  females  deposit  their 
eggs  upon  aquatic  plants,  and  the 
larvae  generally  seem  to  eat  their  way 
into  the  interior  of  the  plant  upon  which 
they  are  hatched,  and  then  after  a  time 
proceed  to  make  for  themselves  a  case  or 
home  out  of  its  leaves.  The  case  is 
usually  made  of  two  pieces  of  leaves 
neatly  joined  together;  The  larvae  orf 
some  of  the  Hydrocampidce  use  more 
than  two  portions  of  a  leaf  in  the  construction  of 
their  cases.  For  instance,  the  larvae  of  the  Cata 
clysta  lemnalis.  as  its  specific  name  impUes,  feeds 
upon  duckweed,  and  of  several  of  the  leaves  of  this 
plant  it  makes  its  home  or  case.  The  larvae  of  the 
"  China  Marks,"  as  they  grow,  from  time  to  time 
enlarge  their  cases,  or,  as  the  leaves  forming  them 
decay,  repair  them.  They  enter  and  complete  their 
pupalhood  while  in  their  larval  homes.  These 
creatures  are  herbivorous,  and  feed  generally  upon 
the  leaves  of  the  plants  on  which  they  are  born  and 
of  which  they  make  their  cases;  They  do  not 
always,  however,  confine  themselves  to  the  same 
weed  either  for  food  or  for  building  material.  One  of 
the  most  beautiful  of  these  "  China  Marks  "  is  the 
Bydrocampa  stagnalis,  and  its  larva  is  suitable  for 
the  aquarium.  The  vessels  in  which  these  larvae 
are  confined  should  be  provided  with  plenty  of 
water-weed — such,  for  instance,  as  the  Vernal  Star- 
wort  (Callitriche  verna)  (Fig.  50),  which  ought  to  be 
placed  in  the  tank  according  to  directions  already 
given. 

There  are  many  people,  I  believe,  who  look  upon 
Gnats  and  their  near  relatives  the  mosquitoes  as 
not  only  tormenting  but  useless  and  uninteresting 


insects  ;  whereas,  in  fact,  at  least  during  the  greater 
portion  of  their  lives  they  are  both  useful  and  very 
interesting.    And  to  look  upon  all  Gnats  as  tor-  \ 
mentors  is  to  en'  not  a  Uttle  in  the  matter  of  justice, 
for  it  is  only  the  female  members  of  the  family  wliich 
are  guilty  of  what  is  commonly  called  "  biting.'-  \ 
The  males  are  known  by  their  jjlumed  or  feather- 
like antenna',  which  have  been  compared  to  ostrich ' 
feathers  on  a  very  minute  scale.    The  females  are 
also  plumed,  but  in  a  small  degree  when  compared 
with  the  males,  and  there  is  no  difficulty  in  distin- 
guishing the  sexes.    Sometimes  during  fine  weather 
Gnats  are  seen  flying  together  in  such  multitudes 
that  at  a  distance  they  look  like  columns  of  smoke. 
It  is  only  as  a  rule  the  males  which  thus  assemble 
in  the  air.    For  food  Gnats  extract  the  nectar  from 
flowers,  but  the  female  Gnat  is  always  ready  to  make 
an  addition  to  this  fare  by  sucking  the  blood  of  . 
animals,  not  even  omitting,  alas  !  that  of  man. 

The  female  Gnat's  method  of  laying  her  eggs  is 
exceedingly  curious  and  interesting.  She  deposits 
them  upon  the  surface  of  stagnant  water.  To  do 
this  she  looks  about  for  some  piece  of  floating  grass, 
stick,  or  the  like,  upon  which  she  settles.  She  then 
places  her  fore  pair  of  legs  upon  her  temj)orary  raft, 
and  her  intermediate  pair  either  just  touching  the 
water  or  else  upon  the  extreme  edge  of  the  raft, 
while  she  crosses  her  hind-legs  ready  to  receive  the 
egg  she  is  about  to  lay.  This  egg,  which  is  oblong 
and  narrower  at  one  end  than  the  other,  she  holds 
until  she  has  brought  forth  a  second  and  has  joined, 
it,  by  means  of  the  sticky  substance  with  which  it  is 
surroimded,  to  the  first.  She  thus  continues  to  lay 
her  eggs  and  fasten  them  together  until  they  number 
from  200  to  300.  All  the  eggs  are  glued  side  by  side 
with  their  narrower  ends  uppermost,  and  so  a  kind 
of  unsinkable  boat  is  fonned,  which  is  slightly  con- 
cave above  and  convex  below.  This  curious 
"  boat  -'•  will  stand  a  great  deal  of  very  rough 
weather  without  running  any  risk  of  going  to  the 
bottom;  If  it  is  pushed  forcibly  under  the  water,' 
it  will  rise  again  to  the  surface  in  the  proper  position 
immediately  upon  the  removal  of  the  pressure. 
Neither  a  very  hea\'y  shower  nor  the  pouring  of  a  con- 
siderable quantity  of  water  upon  it  will  sink  it.  It* 
buoyancy  and  self-righting  power  are  remarkable, 
and  quite  worthy  of  the  notice  of  makers  of  lifeboats. 
During  favourable  weather  the  eggs  which  form  the 
"  boat ''  hatch  in  a  few  days.  A  kind  of  small  door 
opens  at  the  lower  end  of  each  egg,  which  closes 
again  after  the  exit  of  the  young  larva  into  the 
water. 

{To  he  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Tliames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  The  rive  r 
remains  in  good  trouting  order  and  has  not  been 
much  afiected  by  Tuesday's  rain.  The  cold  days 
have,  however,  proved  bad  for  fishing,  and  I  have 
not  heard  of  a  single  trout  being  caught  this  week. 
I  have,  however,  to  record  the  capture  of  a  4Jlb. 
trout  by  Major  Terry  at  Shepperton  last  week,  and 
a  fish  of  7|lb.  was  taken  at  Halliford  by  Mr.  Lucas. 
This  is  the  beat  fish  taken  in  the  Thames  this 
season.  Nothing  has  aa  yet  been  heard  of  the 
samlets  which  have  been  put  into  the  Thames  by 
the  Thames  Salmon  Association,  but  those  who 
took  an  interest  in  the  subject  may  Iflie  to  know 
that  in  consequence  of  the  pollution  of  the  river  at 
Gravesend  by  the  discliarge  of  sewage  from  the 
forts,  a  notice  was  served  by  the  Thames  Con- 
servancy to  the  Army  Council.  The  River  Purifica- 
tion Committee  reported  at  Monday's  meeting  that 
they  had  received  from  the  Army  Council  a  letter 
stating  that  tliey  were  advised  that  the  notices 
quoted  by  the  Conservancy  were  inoperative  as 
against  the  Crown.  Inquiry,  however,  was  being 
made  as  to  the  best  method  of  arranging  for  the 
treatment  of  the  sewage.  Does  this  mean  that 
there  is  no  remedy  for  pollution  if  the  Army  is  the 
offender  ? — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

  (Henley). — The  water  i^  still  very  clear,  but 

a  fair  stream  is  still  running.  Wind  still  very  cold. 
Prospects  for  good  sport  among  the  trout  are  not 
very  promising  however.  One  fish  of  about  31b. 
has  been  caught ;  except  for  this  the  week  has  been  a 
blank.  Bleak  a  favourite.  Trout  bait  are  very 
hard  to  obtain  just  now,  in  fact  they  are  fetching 
as  good  a  price  as  dace.  During  the  winter  months 
no  doubt  the  cold  winds  keep  this  fish  from  the 
surface. — Stanley  Mead. 

  (Walton). — Mr.  George  [Edmonds,  hon.  sec. 

of  the  Walton  Angling  Association,  caught  a  trout 
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on  May  11  weighing  fSIb.  2oz.  The  fish  was  in 
capital  condition,  and  augurs  well  for  future 
catches. — H.  C.  Axpe. 

Ceiriogr  (North  Wales). — River  is  in  capital  order 
and  full  of  fish.  Hot  sun  and  cold  wind  have  been 
rather  against  sport.  Notwithstanding  this,  good 
creels  have  been  obtained.  On  May  9,  Mr.  Hughes 
Parry  caught  tliirty-five ;  Colonel  Oldfield,  seven- 
teen;  and  Mr.  Dudley,  seventeen.  On  May  10, 
Colonel  Oldfield  caught  fourteen  trout. 

Dart  (Totnea  and  District).— Owing  to  the  cold 
weather  takes  have  been  small,  flies  being  "  off." 
Three  and  four  brace  have  been  considered  good 
creels,  Messrs.  E.  Distin,  Ackrell,  and  Revell  having 
baskets  up  to  this  number.  Most  of  the  fish  have 
been  taken  after  dusk,  but  the  nights  have  been 
extremely  cold  and  unfavourable  to  anglers.  In 
the  Staverton  water,  Mr.  H.  Searla  has  taken  some 
fine  fish,  all  in  splendid  condition.  Salmon  fishing 
has  improved,  notwithstanding  the  cold  weather, 
and  amongst  some  good  fish  caught  have  been  four 
by  Mr.  W.  H.  Martin,  of  Moorlands.  This  gentle- 
man, who  has  splendid  experience  as  a  salmon 
angler,  was  very  successful,  and  his  fish  weighed 
91b.,  14ilb.,  151b.,  and  15^1b.  respectively.  — 
Devonian. 

Devonsliire  Streams. —  Some  good  "takes" 
have  been  secured  in  the  Teign  this  week  by 
gentlemen  residing  in  the  district.  An  unusual 
trout — for  the  Creedy — was  reported  to  be  captured 
in  that  stream  last  week  which  scaled  111b.  9Joz., 
and  measured  seventeen  inches.  The  fish  was  said 
to  be  of  the  rainbow  species,  and  was  taken  with  the 
minnow  between  Downes  and  Newton  St.  Cyres. — 
Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Heavy  floods  supervened  upon 
the  copious  rains  of  last  week,  and  anglers  have  in 
consequence  enjoyed  good  sport  generally  amongst 
the  trout  taken,  several  scaling  lib.  each. 
Numerous  kelts  have  passed  the  weir  at  Ruswarp 
making  seawards,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
river  is  now  free  of  them.  For  two  or  three  days 
the  water  has  been  in  grand  trim  for  angling,  and 
several  nice  takes  are  recorded.  Those  to  hand 
are :  Mr.  J.  Hall,  eight  and  a  half  brace ;  Mr.  G. 
Oldham,  seven  and  a  half  brace ;  Mr.  W.  G.  Young, 
four  brace  ;  Mr,  J.  Milligan,  six  brace  ;  Mr.  R.  Oliver, 
eight  brace  and  Mr.  T.  Hill,  four  brace.  The  pro- 
spects for  the  coming  week  are  fairly  good.  Only 
meagre  sport  has  been  obtained  by  sea  anglers  in 
consequence  of  adverse  weather. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Salmon  have  been 
caught  in  the  Exe,  and  there  are  a  large  number  in 
evidence  ;  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  main  river, 
Culme  and  Creedy,  Blue  Upright,  Red  Spinner,  Stone 
Fly,  and  middle  blue  flies  making  the  best  creels. 
The  Cheriton  Otter  Hounds  met  at  Morehard  Road 
on  May  10,  and  after  two  hours'  exciting  hunt  a  dog 
otter  of  18lb.  was  captured.  The  "meet"  was  well 
attended.  A  few  bass  and  pollack  have  been  taken 
by  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  White,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooke, 
Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Purkins,^Ba3tin,^and^  others. — Red 
Palmer, 

Lake  Vymwy  (North  Wales).  —On  the  whole 
the  weather  during  the  last  week,  though  cold,  has 
been  favourable  for  fishing,  and  some  very  nice 
baskets  have  been  made.  On  May  4,  Messrs. 
Everett  and  Jones  killed  sixteen,  81b.  12oz. ;  Mr. 
Hart  eight,  41b.  2oz. ;  Messrs.  Bax  and  Parsons 
seven,  41b.  1  loz. ;  Mr.  Clarke  five,  21b,  12oz. ;  Messrs. 
Davey,  Hordern,  and  Beaumont  three  each;  and 
Capt.  Garnett  nineteen,  91b.  8oz.  On  May  5,  Capt. 
Garnett  killed  eleven,  61b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Hart,  eleven, 
61b.  8oz. ;  Messrs,  Everett  and  Jones  eight,  51b.  4oz. ; 
Captain  King,  nine,  51b.  loz.  ;  Messrs.  Davey  and 
Hordern.  six,  31b.  8oz. ;  Captain  Bax  and  Mr. 
Parsons,  three,  lib.  12oz. ;  and  Messrs.  Clarke  and 
Hayne,  two  each.  On  May  0,  Messrs.  Everett  and 
Jones  had  thirteen,  71b.  3oz.  ;  Captain  Garnett, 
eleven,  51b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  ten,  41b.  14oz.; 
Measrs.  Hayne,  Davey,  Clarke,  and  Bax,  four  each  ; 
Captain  King  and  Mr.  Hart,  two  each.  On  May  7, 
Messrs.  Bax  and  Parsons  killed  eleven  fish,  51b.  3oz.; 
Captain  Garnett,  Mr.  Hart,  and  Mr.  Everett,  five 
each;  Mr.  Hayne,  four;  and  Mr.  Davison,  three. 
On  May  9  Captain  Garnett  killed  eighteen  fish, 
lUb.  3oz. ;  Mr.  Lythell  thirteen,  Gib.  15oz. ;  Mr.  R.  L. 
Garnett  and  Mr.  Davison,  twelve,  61b.  lOoz. ;  Mr. 
Everett,  ten,  61b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Hart,  eight,  31b.  14oz.  ; 
and  Measrs.  J.  B.  Lythell  and  Mr.  Hayne  three  each. 
On  May  10  Messrs.  Lythell  killed  twenty-five  fish, 
151b.  I4oz. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  nine,  51b.  2oz. ;  Mr. 
Hajme,  six  ;  Captain  Garnett  and  Mr.  Walker,  five 
each ;  and  Mr.  Hart  four.  The  weather  is  warming 
np  and  there  are  a  few  flies  to  be  seen. — Lono 
Drift. 

Im  and  Tribntaries.— Refreshed  by  rains,  the 
river  is  in  very  fair  condition  for  fly-fishing  and 
•pinning  for  trout,  but  no  sport  worth  recording 
ha«  been  reported,  as  a  result  of  the  continued  cold 
and  unsettled  weather.  The  Rye  House,  St. 
Margaret,  Ware  and  Hertford  waters  hold  nice 
trout  if  they  will  only  feed.   The  local  water-bailiff 


informs  me  that  in  the  Black  Pool,  Rye  House,  a 
trout  estimated  to  scale  between  81b.  and  101b.  has 
its  haunt,  but  although  the  water  has  been  tried  I 
have  not  yet  heard  of  the  fish's  capture.  A  few 
more  trout  have  been  landed  from  the  tributary 
Beane,  and  last  week,  in  the  Ivel  (Herts),  trout  up 
to  31b.  were  caught  with  the  fly  in  preserved  water. 
Roach  have  commenced  to  spawn  in  the  Lea.  The 
Rib  ought  to  yield  some  trout  when  anglers  are 
treated  to  satisfactory  weather  for  fly-fishing. — 
IzAAK  Walton. 

Itlnngurig,  Itlanidloes  (Black  Lion  Hotel). — ■ 
Excellent  sport  has  been  obtained  in  the  Upper 
Wye  during  the  last  few  weeks  by  several  well- 
known  anglers,  and  it  is  confidently  anticipated 
that  with  improved  weather  conditions  sport  will 
be  considerably  augmented. — M.  A. 

JtXigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  in  order  for  angling,  being  clear 
and  are  getting  low.  Rain  has  been  had  during  the 
night,  but  more  would  do  good  and  would  refresh 
the  rivers  and  make  the  fish  move  better.  The 
trout  do  not  move  well,  no  doubt  owing  to  cold 
frosty  nights.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  trout  from  ilb.  to  fib.  each  have  been 
landed  with  fly. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — Although  the 
past  week  has  not  been  so  good  as  its  pre- 
decessor, owing  to  the  prevalence  of  cold  north 
winds,  yet  upon  the  whole  sport  must  be  con- 
sidered to  have  been  fair.  In  certain  parts  of  the 
river  fish  have  been  taking  the  fly  much  better  than 
in  other  parts,  so  that  whQe  next  to  nothing  has 
been  done  on  perhaps  the  upper  water  between 
Otter  and  Honiton,  good  sport  has  been  found  in 
the  lower  reaches  about  Newton  and  Otterton,  and 
vice  versa.  A  good  deal'of  rain  has  fallen  during  the 
past  few  days,  and  the  river  is,  at  the  present  time 
of  reporting  (May  11),  full,  but  in  condition  for 
fishing.  There  is  usually  a  rise  from  5  p.m.  to 
7  p.m.  when  the  evenings  are  calm.  The  Olive  and 
Blue  QuLIls  are  good  flies.  Granted  fine  weather, 
fishing  should  be  good  for  next  week. — Hebon. 

Plymouth. — It  has  been  much  too  cold  for  much 
sport  on  the  different  rivers  ;  the  frequent  hail  and 
snow  storms  have  prevented  the  fish  from  rising. 
However,  in  spite  of  all  this  some  good  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  taken  on  the  Tavy,  higher  waters 
of  the  Meavy  and  the  Dart.  Some  nice  salmon 
have  been  taken  on  the  Dart,  tind  peal  on  the  Tavy. 
— William  Heabder. 

Severn  (Shropshire).  — The  Severn  is  in  good 
order,  but  sport  has  of  late  been  meagre.  Fewer 
trout  than  usual  have  been  caught  and  none  of 
noteworthy  size.  The  private  brooks  on  the  other 
hand  have  yielded  good  creels  of  brown  trout.  The 
Ony,  near  Craven  Arms,  a  well-stocked  and  well- 
preserved  stream,  is  as  proUfic  as  ever,  and  Shrews- 
bury anglers  having  the  privilege  of  angling  in  this 
water  have  been  well  rewarded.  Best  flies  include 
yellow-bodied  March  Brown  with  gold  or  silver 
twist,  fairly  large  Duns  and  Red  Spinner.  The 
Severn  is  not  a  good  May  Fly  river,  but  there  is 
usually  an  abundant  rise  of  flies  on  the  South 
Shropshire  waters,  also  in  the  Roden  and  Tern  in 
North  Shropshire,  where  the  trout  run  larger,  but 
are  not  by  any  means  so  numerous.  The  Shrews- 
bury and  District  Angling  Society  continues  to 
work  zealously  in  the  interests  of  Severn  anglers, 
and  is  deserving  of  whole-hearted  support. — 
Hafben. 

Serem,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  past  week  haa  been  most  [changeable 
with  showers  of  rain,  and  on  May  8  there  was  a  fall 
of  snow.  The  wind  also  has  been  very  cold  and 
cutting,  and  altogether  the  state  of  affairs  has  been 
most,  unpropitious  for  anglers  up  to  Wednesday, 
when  a  most  decided  change  for  the  better  took 
place  and  still  continues,  and  as  the  cold  wind  is  no 
longer  felt  and  the  rivers  are  now  in  good  condition 
for  the  fly  some  good  sport  is  being  looked  forward 
to.  Those  fishermen  who  net  the  Severn  in  and 
below  Llandrinio  have  had  a  more  successful  season 
than  has  been  experienced  there  for  years  past,  and 
nearly  seventy  salmon  have  been  sent  to  the  coupty 
town  of  Shropshire  from  that  neighbourhood  since 
the  opening  of  the  season  in  February  last. — 
Vyenwy. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — May, 
charming  May,  is  a  delusion.  Frosts  in  the  early 
mornings  have  kept  down  the  temperature  of  the 
water,  and  during  the  days  the  sun  has  been,  as  a 
rule,  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  Trouting  has  not 
been  satisfactory  ;  with  fish  at  the  bottom,  worming 
in  the  tributaries,  or  minnow  fishing  in  the  rivers, 
has  alone  accounted  for  a  very  moderate  creel. 
With  the  fly  results  have  been  almost  nil.  A  trout 
of  2|lb.  is  notified  from  a  western  stream,  and  from 
the  tributaries  of  the  Ouse  and  Adur  fish  up  to 
12oz.  taken  with  worm.  The  harbour  fishing 
among  the  smelt  has  been  good.  From  four 
to  fourteen  dozen  have  been  taken  per  tide,  but  the 
majority  from  the  Birdham  district.  Chichester 


with  ita  drainage  ia,  according  to  the  T  latest 
reports,  in  a  bad  way,  and  it  ia  stated  that  2000 
gallons  of  diluted  sewage  ia  flowing  into  the  canal 
every  twenty-four  hours ;  nice  for  the  fish  perhaps, 
but  not  for  anglers  or  for  those  who  in  the  summer 
months  take  their  stroll  by  the  waterside.  Eels  are 
numerous  and  thrive  on  the  efflux,  and  find  a  ready 
market  to  those  not  in  the  know. — Geoege  F. 
Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — May  10  a  good  fishing  day  ; 
milder  weather,  and  waters  well  up  and  in  good 
order.  For  the  next  week  good  fishing  may  be 
expected.  Salmon  running  up  in  numbers. — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Lndlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  iB 
running  clear,  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
angling.  The  weather  has  been  changeable,  rain 
falling  at  night,  followed  by  dull,  cold  days.  Some 
sharp  frosts  have  been  had.  Angling  has  been 
fairly  brisk,  but  sport  has  not  been  good.  Some 
nice  trout  have  been  landed  this  week.  More  rain 
is  wanted  to  give  the  water  a  stir  up.  The  fish  are 
more  inclined  to  move,  and  have  been  rising  at  the 
Blue  Dun,  Red  Spinner,  OUve  Dun,  Yellow  Dun, 
and  Cowdung.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  successful 
with  worm.  Minnow  fishing  at  the  end  of  last 
week  accounted  for  a  nice  dish  of  trout. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tenbnry). — The  Teme  in  this  district  con- 
tinues to  run  a  nice  height  and  clear.  Rain  has 
been  had,  but  it  has  not  ^tered  the  river,  and  a  few 
more  showers  would  do  good  and  refresh  the  water. 
The  weather  has  been  cold  at  night,  sharp  frosts 
have  been  had ;  angling  has  been  tried  by  a  good 
few  rods,  and  some  fair  sport  has  been  had.  The 
fish  have  been  rising  at  the  flies  fairly  well  during 
the  day. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers.— The  rain  and  cold  weather  of  the  past  few 
days  have  sadly  interfered  with  fly  fishing,  and  we 
hear  of  little  being  done  in  consequence.  A  few 
anglers  out  with  the  worm  have  had  fair  sport,  and 
a  friend  of  ours  on  the  Coquet  took  fifteen  nice 
trout  with  the  fly  on  Saturday.  We  also  hear  of 
good  sport  on  the  Wansbeck  and  at  Whittledene. 
Killing  flies  at  present  are  March  Brown  (female). 
Green  well' 8  Glory,  Golden  Plover,  Orange  Partridge, 
and  Waterhen  Bloa.  At  time  of  writing  there  is  a 
decided  improvement  in  the  weather  conditions,  and 
better  sport  maybe  expected. — Henry  A.  Mdbton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridge). — Rivers 
have  been  in  very  good  order  for  fly  during  the  last 
week,  and  trout  have  been  rising  well  to  the  March 
Brown  and  Quill  Gnat,  and  Dark  Blue.  The  heaviest 
trout  caught  here  last  week  was  41b.  6oz.  Several 
others  from  ^Ib.  to  lib.  were  caught.   No  salmon 

up  yet. — PONTSENNY. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  water,  especially  the  lower 
water,  is  in  capital  condition,  and  is  likely  to 
continue  so.  A  larger  number  of  fish  have  been 
caught  this  week  than  at  any  time  since  the  season 
commenced,  and  are  of  a  large  size.  Colonel  Morris, 
of  Brynderwen,  who  caught  the  largest  salmon  last 
year,  on  Saturday  last  killed  a  very  fine  specimen, 
weighing  38|lb.  The  following  successes  are  re- 
ported : — May  4 — Mr.  R.  Richards,  one  10|lb., 
in  Lower  Pandy ;  Mr.  Gaskell  Da  vies,  one  91b., 
in  the  Weir ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies,  one ;  Mr. 
E.  King,  one  91b. ;  Colonel  Morris,  one  ;  on  May  5, 
the  Rev.  H.  J.  Bates,  one;  Mr.  Gaskell 
Davies,  one,  lOilb.  ;  on  May  6,  Mr.  Sword,  one,  in 
the  Whibbs  ;  on  May  7,  Mr  E.  King,  8Uh.  in 
Penyllyn;  Colonel  Morris,  one,  38 Jib. ;  on  May  9, 
Mr.  Sword,  two,  13|lb.  and  22 Jib.  in  the  Bridge 
Stream ;  Mr.  R.  Richards,  one,  10|lb.,  in  Coedy- 
prior  ;  Mr.  Pryce  Jenkins,  two,  201b.  and  301b. ;  the 
Rev.  H.  J.  Bates,  one,  241b. ;  Mr.  Russell  Gray, 
one;  on  May  10,  Mr.  Johnson,  22Jlb.,  in  the  Road 
Pool;  Mr.  Crichton,  two,  11  Jib.  and  12 Jib.  in 
Prioress;  Mr.  George  Edmunds,  one,  12lb.,  in  the 
Withy  Bed ;  Mr.  Gaskell  Davies,  one,  12ilb.,  in  the 
Crocus.— T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derweni  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
have  been  in  order  for  fly  fishing  the  greater 
part  of  the  past  week,  but  owing  to  the  weather 
being  so  unfavourable  for  fly  fishing,  very  few 
gentlemen  have  been  out — cold  and  rough  winds 
and  heavy  rain,  with  hailstones  as  large  as  peas, 
and  on  Sunday  morning.  May  8,  the  Derbyshire 
Hills  were  covered  with  snow  lin.  deep.  What  few 
fish  have  been  caught  with  the  fiy  have  taken  it 
under  water,  in  preference  to  taking  it  from  the 
surface.  The  best  baskets  of  trout  I  hear  of  have 
been  caught  with  ants'  eggs.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland  and 
Mr.  Dale  have  each  secured  a  few  nice  trout  from 
the  Matlock  Dale  portion  of  the  Derwent.  The 
prospect  appears  much  better  to-day  (Wednesday, 
May  11),  as  the  weather  is  much  warmer.  Useful 
flies — Yellow  Dun,  Dark  Ash  Dun,  Pale  Blue  Dun, 
Iron  Blue,  Black  Gnat,  Sand  Fly,  and  Mulberry 
Bumble. — Dotterel. 
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Tore,  Swale,  T(riiarfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onae, 
etc.  (Torks). — May  has  not  been  like  other  years. 
During  the  last  few  days  the  weather  has  been 
bitterly  cold,  but*  in  spite  of  this  some  nice  sport 
has  been  met  with.  All  the  hilla  of  Wensl6ydale, 
Swaledale,  and  Coverdale  have  been  covered  with 
snow.  I  have  met  with  some  very  nice  sport  in  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Cover.  The  other  afternoon  I 
got  twenty  nice  trout.  On  Monday  afternoon 
(May  9)  Mr.  H.  Collinaon  had  also  some  nice 
sport  lower  down ;  his  basket  contained  fifteen  nice 
trout  with  the  worm,  Mr.  Kilburn  has  been  having 
nice  sport  at  Aysgarth,  and  amongst  his  catch  was 
a  fine  trout  weighing  lib.  9oz.,  and  a  large  trout 
just  over  21b.  was  caught  at  Middleham  on  May  7. 
A  lot  more  rain  has  fallen,  and  fresh  water  is  again 
running  in  all  our  streams.  Mr.  F.  B.  Foerster  has 
met  with  fair  results  in  the  district  of  Redmire  with 
the  fly.  The  Wharfe  has  been  up  and  down  during 
this  week.  A  few  rods  have  been  out  at  Kilnsey, 
Grassington  and  Burnsall,  and  some  nice  panniers 
of  fish  have  been  got  with  the  worm,  creeper  and 
minnow.  On  the  Ilkley  lengths  fair  sport  has  been 
met  with  the  minnow  and  fly.  The  Rye,  Derwent, 
Costa,  and  Pickering  Becks  have  all  been  running  in 
very  fair  volume.  Sport  has  been  fair.  Mr.  .J.  Grim- 
shaw  had  nice  sport  in  the  district  of  Kirbymoorside ; 
his  basket  contained  twelve  nice  trout  all  got  with 
the  fly.  At  the  time  of  sending  this  report  all  our 
streams  are  running  fairly  clear  and  the  weather  is 
more  genial,  and  with  a  continuance  of  same  anglers 
can  look  for  good  sport  with  Miller's  Thumb  Devon, 
Stone  Creeper  and  fly.  Best  flies  at  present  are 
Miller's  Dark  Needle,  Dark  Watchet,  Snipe  Bloa, 
Yellow  Partridge,  and  Carter  Piatt's  Copper. — J ohn 
E.  MiLLEB,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Beauly.— During  the  past  week  Mr.  Gibbons  and 
party,  who  lease  the  home  beat  of  the  Castle 
waters,  and  have  their  headquarters  in  the  Lovat 
Arms  Hotel,  had  splendid  sport.  Their  take  for 
the  six  days  was  twenty-seven  salmon  weighing 
2501b.,  or  an  average  of  9|lb.  each.  The  heaviest 
turned  the  scale  at  151b.  The  takes  were  as  fol- 
lows : — May  2,  four  salmon ;  May  3,  four ;  May  4, 
four ;  May  5,  four ;  May  6,  five  ;  and  May  7,  five. 
The  pools  are  well  stocked  with  fish.  While  the 
Beauly  is  a  famou.i  river  for  sea-trout  fishing,  the 
present  season  has  been  phenomenal  in  its  pro- 
ductiveness. Fishing  the  lower  reaches  on  May  2, 
May  4,  and  May  6,  Mr.  Cameron,  Moniach  Castle, 
had  capital  sport  since  the  season  opened  ;  the  takes 
on  the  rod  have  averaged  from  106  down  to  from 
thirty-six  and  fifty-three  per  day,  and  up  to  date 
he  has  grassed  about  500  nice  sea-trout  up  to 
aggregate  weight  of  about  4cwt.  The  trout  are  all 
clean-run  fish,  averaging  about  14oz.,  and  afford 
capital  sport.  The  Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell,  Phoineas 
House,  had  also  capital !  sport  duripg  the  week, 
when  his  best  basket  was  one  of  thirty-six  nice  sea- 
trout.  The  river  is  in  excellent  angling  condition, 
and  all  pools  well  stocked  with  the  silvery  beauties. 
—A.  R. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddle. — Sea- trout  are  ascend- 
ing the  Esk  in  goodly  numbers,  and  a  great  season 
is  anticipated.  Yellow  trout  are  giving  mpderate 
sport  in  Langholm  water.  The  best  was  got  at 
Langholm  Bridge,  with  minnow,  by  Sergeant  Bell. 
It  scaled  21b.  Mr.  Francis  Hastings  and  Colonel 
Maxwell  and  party  have  had  good  takes  of  yellow 
trout  daily  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk. 
Colonel  Maxwell  had  twenty-one  at  a  fi.shing  in 
Langholm  water,  several  of  them  weighing  lilb. 
Mr.  James  Church  has  creeled  some  fine  yellow 
trout  in  the  mid-reaches ;  Mr.  W.  Murray  has 
daily  had  some  good  takes  of  yellow  trout  in 
Canonbie  water.  Mr.  Steel  has  done  fairly  well, 
and  Messrs.  Boyd,  Rose,  and  Jackson  have  each  had 
goodtakesof  burn  trout;  in  the  mid  reaches  several 
anglers  have  done  well  in  Ewes  and  Tarras.  Good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  had  in  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Liddle.  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  over 
two  dozen.  Mr.  Elliot  and  Mr.  Stoddart  had  each 
good  baskets.  Mr.  Thomson  had  a  dozen  below  the 
village.  Mr  Glendinning  had  a  good  basket  of 
yellow  trout.  Mr.  W.  Armstrong  also  had  a  good 
basket.  In  the  lower  stretches  Mr.  Johnson  has 
done  well  with  yellow  trout,  and  Messrs.  Elliot  and 
Graham  have  each  had  fair  hauls. — Gilnockie. 

Carrou  (Easter  Boss.  Ardgay,  N.B.). — During 
the  whole  of  last  week  the  weather  was  very  cold, 
wet,  and  stormy,  but  evidently  a  change  for  the 
better  has  set  in  over  the  North  Highlands,  for  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  this  week  (May  9  and  10)  it 
was  fair,  calm,  and  mild.  The  sport  by  anglers 
from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  has  bsen  as  follows : — 
On  May  4,  Mr.  Matcham  landed  a  salmon  weighing 
91b.;  on  the  6th,  Mr.  Powell,  one,  101b.,  and  Mr. 
Matcham  another. ;  on  the  Cth,  Mr.  Pultney,  one, 
91b.;  7th  and  9th  blank,  but  on  the  10th  Mr. 
Powell  caught  one,  8lb.,  on  Invercharron  water. 


No  sport  obtained  of  late  by  Col.  Piatt  and  party 
on  Gruinards  water,  but  they  only  fish  for  an  hour 
or  so  every  day. — B. 

Deverou  (Banffshire), — A  heavy  fall  of  rain 
took  place  at  the  end  of  last  week  and  the  beginning 
of  the  present  week  in  this  district.  There  is  now 
a  good  water,  and  will  soon  be  in  fishing  condition. 
The  weather  is  also  milder,  and  angling  prospects 
are  in  the  ascendent.  Of  late  fair  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  killed.  Several  parties  staying  at  the 
Fife  Arms  Hotel,  Banff,  fishing  on  the  Duff  House 
portion  of  the  river,  have  had  good  sport.  On 
May  2,  Mr.  Greenhill,  Edinburgh,  had  71b. ;  Mr. 
Skinner,  London,  51b.  ;  and  Mr.  Mundey,  London, 
4lb. ;  whilst  on  the  following  day  they  had  each 
3ilb.,  41b.,  and  31b.  respectively.  On  May  4, 
M"r.  Begg,  Edinburgh,  had  21b.  ;  Mr.  Greenhill, 
41b.  and  Mr.  Mundey,  51b.  On  Thursday  (May  5) 
these  gentlemen  had  41b.  and  tilb.  and  Mr.  C. 
Mundey  3ilb.  each.  On  I'Mday  (May  6)  Mr. 
Greenhill  had  a  basket  of  31b.  ;  Mr.  Skinner,  31b. ; 
Mr.  Mundey,  ^\h.,  and  Mr.  C.  Mundey,  41b.  The 
sea  at  the  entrance  to  the  river  for  some  time  has 
been  pretty  rough,  and  against  fish  running.  On 
Saturday  (May  7)  and  on  Monday  (May  9)  the 
heavy  swell  along  the  coast  kept  the  fishermen  from 
reaching  the  bag  nets  at  the  various  stations.  On 
Tuesday  (May  10)  the  sea  calmeij  down,  and  a  fair 
number  of  fish  were  got.  Several  boxes  were  con- 
signed this  week  from  the  Deveron  district  and 
from  the  fishings  at  Gardenstown  to  the  markets. 
Salmon  are  of  excellent  quality  and  averaging 
about  101b.,  while  trout  average  about  21b. — H.  VV. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Ardgay,  N.B ). — Owing 
to  tempestuous  weather  sport  in  sea- trout  angling 
has  been  almost  nil,  but  the  netting  is  gradually 
improving  in  productiveness.  On  May  6  the  first 
grilse  of  the  season  was  caught ;  it  weighed  31b. 
None  have  been  got  so  early  in  the  season  for  a 
great  number  of  years,  and  early  grilse  is  under- 
stood to  be  a  bad  omen  for  angling. — B. 

Loch  IiBven  (Kinross). — The  protracted  storm 
of  wind  has  been  followed  this  week  by  dull,  showery 
weather,  and  moderate  north  and  north-easterly 
winds,  with  a  low  temperature,  the  surrounding 
hills  being  covered  with  snow  on  Monday.  At  the 
time  of  writing,  however,  it  is  somewhat  milder, 
and  the  prospects  are  much  more  hopeful.  The 
cold  has  been  against  sport,  and  fish  are  not  on  the 
move.  Young  fish  are  now  making  their  appear- 
ance in  the  creels  of  anglers  in  more  satisfactory 
numbers  than  during  the  whole  of  last  and 
beginning  of  this  season,  when  the  trout  taken 
were  much  above  average  size  and  raised  a  doubt 
in  the  minds  of  anglers  that  the  stock  of  young 
trout  had  been  destroyed  by  the  large  increase  in 
the  number  of  pike.  The  measures  taken  by  the 
Association  to  destroy  these  fresh-water  sharks  have 
been  most  effective,  and  very  few  are  now  g3t.  The 
following  were  the  first  and  second  prize-winners  of 
the  competing  clubs  out  during  the  past  week : — 
Waverley  Club,  Mr.  W.  D.  Niven,  five  trout,  71b. 
14oz.,  and  Mr.  L.  Dickson,  six  trout,  71b.  14oz., 
heaviest  trout,  21b.  lOoz.  Kinross-shire  Club,  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch,  five  trout,  31b.  lOoz.,  and  Mr.  G. 
Pople,  two  trout,  21b.  6oz.,  heaviest  trout,  lib. 
15oz.  Kelvinside  Academicals  Club,  Mr.  W. 
France,  five  trout,  41b.  3oz.,  and  Mr.  G.  Wingate, 
two  trout,  41b.,  heaviest  trout,  21b.  8oz.  Coat- 
bridge Club,  Mr.  W.  Gibson,  three  trout,  51b. 
15oz.,  and  Mr.  A.  McKenzie,  four  trout,  51b.  9oz., 
heaviest  trout,  21b.  13Joz.  Dun  ermline  Club,  Mr. 
J.  Simpson,  six  trout,  5lb.  12oz.,  and  Mn  J.  Morris, 
four  trout,  51b.  6oz.,  heaviest  trout,  2ib.  lOoz. 
Clackmannan  Club,  Mr.  J.  McDonald,  five  trout, 
51b.  13oz.,  and  Mr.  J.  Melvin,  two  trout,  31b.  2oz., 
heaviest  trout,  lib.  15oz.  Mr.  F.  G.  D.  Gibson,  of 
the  Edinburgh  St.  Andrew  Club,  captured  the 
largest  trout  of  the  season.  It  weighs  31b.  lOoz. 
The  most  successful  private  parties  were : — Mr. 
Gibson,  Coatbridge,  seven  trout,  71b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
Young,  Musselburgh,  and  Mr.  Heslop,  Edinburgh, 
eight  trout,  81b.  8oz. ;  Major  Greig  and  Mr.  Ballan- 
tyne,  Coatbridge,  eight  trout,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Moore 
and'Mr.  Millar,  Coatbridge,  five  trout,  81b. — Robt. 
B.  Laing. 

Iiooh  Tay  (Killin  Hotel). — Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel,  on  April  26,  Mr.  F.  Mappin  landed  a  salmon 
of  251b. ;  Mr.  Green,  one  of  IClb. ;  and  Miss  A.  Sten- 
house,  one  of  161b.  Oh  April  27,  Miss  Stenhouse, 
one  of  171b.,  and  one  of  181b.  on  April  28.— H.  J. 
Knight. 


Trout,  Sea-Tkout,  and  Salmon  1'lies.— One  of  the  larj^est 
stocks  in  tlie  kingdom.  Si)ecial  attention  given  to  flies  to  i)iitlern. 
•Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  iVfounted  Hy  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  w,ater. 
E.xtra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  inclndins  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trotit  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  iiydrawa  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  (!d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— .J.  E.  Millkr,  i^forlhern  Anglers'  Uep6t,  ]S),  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Xelegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds," 


Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 

Fishing  from  Balnagown  Arms  the  following  sport 
has  been  obtained  since  last  reported: — On  Monday 
(May  2)  Dr.  CuUen,  Dumbarton,  landed  a  salmon 
weighing  151b.  on  Flag  Pool,  and  on  the  same  cast 
Mr.  Christie,  Dumbarton,  caught  one  of  lOJlb.  On 
the  3rd  inst.  Dr.  Cullen  had  a  9-pounder  on  Rock 
Pool,  and  Mr.  Christie  one  of  81b.  on  Long  Pool. 
On  the  4th  inst.  Major  Howie,  Suffolk,  got  a  9- 
pounder  on  Rock  Pool ;  and  on  the  5th  inst.  Dr. 
Cullen  had  one  of  similar  weight  on  Round  Pool. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — The  anglers  recently  out 
from  the  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  incltided  General 
Sir  RedversBuUer,  V.C.,  etc.; Sir  John  Shelley,  Bart., 
of  Michelgrove,  Sussex,  and  Sir  John  Ferguson- 
Davie,  Bart.,  of  Greedy,  Devonshire.  On  May  2 
Sir  John  Shelley  landed  a  salmon  of  91b.,  and  on 
the  3rd  an  8-pounder.  The  4th  was  blank,  but  on 
the  5th  Sir  Redvers  Buller  had  one  of  131b.,  and 
Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie  two  of  201b.  and  211b. 
On  the  7th  Sir  John  Shelley  landed  a  1 9-pounder, 
and  Sir  J.  Ferguson-Davie  two  of  91b.  and  181b. 
Angling  conditions  are  now  improving. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Sea-trout  are  not  making 
any  show  to  speak  of  in  the  rivers,  though  the  nets 
in  the  firth  are  increasing  their  catches  daily.  Some 
extra  fine  sea-trout  are  being  caught  in  the  stake- 
neta  near  Annan,  where  all  the  principal  salmon 
nets  are  erected.  An  odd  spring  salmon  is  still 
being  caught  in  the  estuary  nets,  and  one  has 
fallen  to  an  angler  this  week  in  the  Annan. 
The  Annan. — In  this  river  on  Saturday  Mr.  Eric 
Nicholson  caught  half-a-dozen  yellow  trout  with  fly. 
The  Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks  had  a  clean  ran  sea  trout  of 
nearly  l|lb.  with  fly  in  Northfield  stream.  In  the 
Brewery  pool  Mr.  Eric  Nicholson  killed  a  new  run 
spring  salmon  of  141b.  with  a  sea-trout  fly.  In  the 
Four  Towns  waters  Mr.McGregor  had  one  sea-troutof 
lib.  and  ten  yellow  trout  with  fly.  In  the  Waraphray 
section  Mr.  Johstone  took  a  nice  creel  of  yellow 
trout  with  the  clear  water  worm  and  fly.  Other  rods 
had  fair  catches  in  the  worm  water  on  Thursday  last. 
DuMFBiES,  NiTH,  Cluden  AND  Cairn. — Some  first- 
rate  sport  has  been  obtained  in  the  Nith  tributaries 
•  since  laat  week's  notes,  and  the  best  creels  have 
been  obtained  with  a  fly  known  as  "  Jackson's 
Favourite."  On  Saturday  Mr.  Kennedy  had  five 
dozen  yellow  trout  with  the  above  fly.  In  the 
same  river  Mr.  R.  Ancell  landed  three  dozen, 
and  Mr.  VV.  Sharp  half-a-dozen.  Mr.  Barr,  fish- 
ing in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Cairn  had  a 
moderate  creel  of  yellow  trout.  Not  much  has 
been  done  in  the  main  river  of  the  Nith. 
Galloway  Rivers. — On  account  of  the  ungenial 
weather  very  little  sport  has  been  reported.  The 
Fleet  of  Gatehouse  and  the  Dee  of  Kirkcudbright- 
shire has  been  in  good  order  for  the  past  week,  but 
no  sport  has  fallen  to  the  rods.  A  few  small  trout 
have  been  caught  in  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  with  fly 
and  worm.  'I  he  waters  are  pretty  clear,  notwith- 
standing the  recent  rains.  In  the  lochs  of  the 
district  some  fair  catches  have  been  made.  Several 
rods  have  been  out  on  Lochenbreck  near  Castle 
Douglas,  and  some  sport  was  had  there.  — 
Htcatherbell. 

Spey. — Mr.  Maclaren,  Liverpool,  fishing  the 
Revack  and  Castle  Grant  water,  killed  on  April  25 
two,  71b.,  101b. ;  April  26,  two,  71b.,  7ilb. ;  April  27, 
one,  71b. ;  April  28,  two,  71b.,  61b. ;  April  29,  one, 
61b. ;  April  30,  one,  14|lb. ;  Mav  2,  one,  15ilb. ; 
3rd,  two,  121b.,  71b.;  4th,  six,  9^1b.,  91b.,  8ilb., 
7 Jib.,  7«b.,  7Jlb. ;  5th,  two,  8|lb.,  7Jlb.;  6th,  one, 
51b. — Peter  Stuart. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Sport  last  week  was  but 
indifferent.  Sir  Spencer  Mary  on- Wilson,  of  Kin- 
veachie  Lodge,  has  sublet  the  Spey  fishings  in 
connection  with  the  shootings,  and  trouting  is  now 
prohibited,  it  appears,  from  ISroomhill  -to  Boat  of 
Garten  and  beyond.  The  fishings  from  Broomhill 
to  the  Dulnain  northwards  are  attached  to  the 
Mucherach  shootings,  of  which  Mr.  Grant,  of 
Mucherach  Lodge,  is  tenant,  but  are  of  no  value 
for  salmon,  and  of  small  value  for  trout.  With 
exception  of  the  Castle  Grant  water  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Trantown,  as  to  which  the  restrictions 
were  imposed  this  season  and  practically  withdrawn 
a  few  days  ago,  not  a  stretch  of  the  river  from 
Ballindalloch  to  Kingussie  is  now  open  to  the  public. 
The  result  is  that  if  permission  to  trout  in  any  part 
of  the  Spey  in  Strathspey,  except  Grantown,  is  now 
sought  at  the  estate  office  the  reply  is  that  the 
water  is  let,  and  application  would  have  to  be  made 
to  the  respective  shooting  tenants. — J.  M. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  has  been  in  very  good  fishing 
ply  tfiroughout  the  past  week,  and  although  the 
weather  has  not  been  quite  so  genial,  very  fair  sport 
has  been  obtained  on  those  beats  which  were  fished. 
Upper  Dunkeld. — Mr.  John  A.  Pask,  fishing  this 
water  on  May  4,  landed  one  salmon  of  111b.; 
and  on  May  9,  Mr.  W.  H.  Cox  had  one  of  181b. 
Lower  Dunkeld. — Fishing  thLs  part  on  May  5, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Cox  had  one  fish  of  9lb.,  and  Mr.  John 
A.  Pask  one  of  211b,  on  May  7.    Stobhall.— Miss 
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P.   D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  TacWe  snitaWe  for  all  parts  of  tlie  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods- 
Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  snpeiloi  to  Bpllt  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  oza.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane, 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  looha  In  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Taokle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  whioh  does  not  oome  oS.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  bettez 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  uasoHclted  Testimonials. 

Colonel  Gt.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  K.  writes  :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line— In  the  condition  it  is  in  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingflshef  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY. 

STIRLING,  N.B, 

Send  for  Price  List  of .  ,  , 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLING,  &  TWO-YEAR  OLD  FARIO, 
LEVENENSIS,  IRIDENS,  &G. 

TO 

HOWIETOUN   FISHERY  CO.,   STIRLING,  N.B. 

HACKLE  FLIES. 

GOOD    KILLERS   ON   ALL    RAPID  STREAMS. 

s.  d. 

Tied  to  best  Hooks,  and  selected  Drawn  Gut  or  Eyed  Hooks,  per  doz.  1  6 

Winged  Flies  for  Sunk  Fly  Fishing                                   „  16 

Floating  Flies  on  Eyed  Hooks   „      2  6 

CLEAR  WATER  MINNOW  SPINNING. 

Corbett's  Minnow  Tackle  and  Trace,  2/3  each. 
Extra  Tackles,  3/6  per  dozen  ;  Creeper  Tackles,  1/6  per  dozen. 
Tapered  and  Level  Drawn  and  Undrawn  Gut  Casts  of  superior  quality. 

wni  1  AKin'Q 

1    1                    ^^#^m  1  ^                                        Drags. Shoes, 

FISHERY       PI  OATINn 

SURVEYORS.      B                                       1      II  application. 

PUherle*  laid  out  and  advised  on.                   1        1                          0  /C 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate    Wmm   1        1  U 
40  year«'  experience.                   |       Imi  |  Lh          m  QOZ. 

Cash  With  order.      29.  THE  SQUARE.  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 

RODS  in  all  Patterns  in  Greenheart,  Built  Cane,  Whole  Cane,  &c  . 
for  Wet  Fly,  Dry  Fly,  Minnow,  &c. 
LARGE    DETAILED    LIST  FREE. 

CHAS.  HUTCHINSON,  43,  Finkle  Street,  KENDAL, 

MALCOM  &  CO., 

The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 

P  jj^  ^    (1 INVENTORS  OP  THE    .   .  . 

i  r  J  H  a                     «*TaMinea  Angola," 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

H       M     ■                       Tanned  Angola " 

l!  A  \    WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 

M         \     1               "  Tlie   Featlie]?weiglit " 

II  WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&21/ 

III  1                                   See  Field,  June  30,  1900. 

1 1       [3,  GREEN  STREET, 
J  I     JK^             LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 

^•^^                                               iCATALOQUES  GRATIS. 

8ub-Tropical  Vegetation.       Climate  milder  than  Nice— never  hot. 

GAGRY,  CAUCASUS. 

SALMON,  TRODT,  &  SEA  FISHING,  &  SHOOTING, 

350,000  ACRES  OF  SHoorriN^o. 
COMFORTABLE  HOTEL. 

12  hours  by  Steamer  from  Novorossysk,  11  hours  from  Batoum.    Good  Anchoraee 

for  Yachts. 

For  Details,  write  to — 

Manager  of  Hotel,  GAGRY,  CAUCASUS. 

"LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

in  Illustrated  Frencb  Aogllng  Paper,  pQbllslied  the  1st  and  ISth  of  eacb  moDth, 

Annual  Subscription,  48. 

All  cororannlcationa  should  be  addreBsed  to  the  Directors— Wtbrs  Fkbees,  SO,  Qua!  de  Louvre.Paris. 

320 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Mat  14,  1904 


Richardson,  fishing  this  beat  on  May  5,  caught  one 
salmon  of  61b.,  and  another  of  141b.  on  May  7. 
BuRNMOUTH. — Mr.  Henry  Peters'  boatman,  fishing 
on  May  9,  killed  two  salmon  of  161b.  and  141b. 
Upper  Stanley. — On  May  7,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Humphrey 
landed  one  salmon  of  151b.,  and  on  May  10,  five 
trout,  3|lb.  Lower  Battleby  Water. — Colonel 
Cornwall  Legh,  fishing  this  boat  on  May  5,  landed  a 
fine  salmon  of  181b. — A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries.— Cold  winds  from  the 
north  and  east,  and  frost  at  night,  prevailed  through 
the  week,  and  the  Maine  and  its  tributaries,  the 
Kellswater  Broad  and  Clogh,  as  well  as  the  Moyolo 
and  Ballinderry,  continue  to  be  reduced,  and  angling 
with  the  fly  is  at  a  standstill  on  all  these  streams 
The  main  river  is  yet  high  enough  for  salmon  to  go 
over  all  the  weirs,  but  they  are  resting  in  the  middle 
sections  and  will  not  leave  the  pools.  The  first 
spring  fish  of  the  season  was  caught  on  May  6  on 
the  Caronroe  section  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson,  and 
weighed  121b.  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland,  who  is 
staying  at  the  Mercers'  Hotel,  made  a  basket  of 
eleven  trout,  on  the  shallows  at  Kilrea,  of  141b.  ; 
largest,  2Jlb.  Sedge  flies  are  getting  plentiful,  and 
trout  are  taking  them  freely. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Up  till  May  11  the 
weather  was  very  chilly,  with  northerly  breezes,  and 
angling  was  dull  on  the  reservoirs  in  consequence. 
At  Woodburn  and  Stoneyford  the  bags  averaged 
from  four  to  six  fish,  one  angler  getting  eighteen 
fish.  Above  the  tidal  flow  of  the  Lugan  some 
brown  trout  were  killed  up  to  21b.  The  local  riveis 
were  in  good  order.  A  city  angler,  fishing  the 
Maine  on  the  7th,  creeled  eighteen  fish  up  to  l|lb., 
all  on  the  fly,  and  from  the  Crumlen,  Clady,  Glenavy, 
etc.,  good  takes  of  small  trout — one  of  forty — are 
reported. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyle. — The  trout  fishing  with  minnows  is  now 
over  on  all  the  lakes  here,  and  for  takes  of  large 
trout,  especially  on  Arrow,  it  was  a  record  season. 
The  best  day  for  for  any  one  fisherman  was  had  on 
April  4,  when  L.  Ballintine  killed  seven  trout,  8|lb., 
5|lb.,  5ilb.,  51b.,  41b.,  31b.,  21b.,  total  331b.  On 
March  25  same  fisherman  killed  nine  trout  on  Arrow, 
321b.  ,  one  of  6^1b.  and  two  51b. 'each.  May  4  was  best 
day  on  Gara,  Mr.  Worthington,  with  F.  Monson, 
had  nine  trout,  all  with  artificial  fly.  Up  to  May  9 
5Jlb.  is  the  largest  trout  got  on  Gara  with  fly. 
Capt,  Ford  Hutchinson  had  last  day  on  Moyberg, 
killing  nineteen  nice  trout  with  fly.  On  account  of 
the  cold  season  we  do  not  expect  May  Fly  fishing 
until  20th  or  22nd  of  month.  With  any  sort  of 
decent  weather  then  there  ought  to  be  a  lot  of  trout 
killed  here,  as  there  are  more  gentlemen  coming  to 
Boyle  than  were  ever  here  before  for  a  May  fishing. 
I  have  only  three  boats  to  let  now. — G.  W.  Taylor. 

Boyne  and  Tributaries. — Owing  to  the  fes- 
tivities last  week  I  was  unable  to  get  any  reliable 
reports,  and  thus  failed  to  get  a  return  away  to 
you.  During  the  fortnight  that  has  elapsed  the 
water  has  been  running  very  low,  and  sport  has 
been  irregular.  On  Slane  Castle  water  the  Hon. 
R.  de  Moleyn,  Col.  de  Moleyn,  and  party  had 
twelve  of  261b.,  191b.,  191b.,  18 Jib.,  12j^lb.,  lUlb., 
101b.,  101b.,  9ilb.,  9ilb.,  91b.,  91b. ;  on  Ardmulchan, 
the  fisherman  had,  I  am  told,  eight  or  ten  of  from 
91b.  to  201b.;  on  Lower  Black  Castle,  Mr.  Fitz- 
Herbert's  party  had  four  or  five  of  from  91b.  to 
181b. ;  and  on  Upper  Black  Castle,  Mr.  Francis 
Ley,  Mrs.  Ley,  and  guests  had  twenty-five  of 
271b.,  25Jlb.,  231b.,  20Ub.,  201b.,  191b.,  161b.,  15ilb., 
141b.,  13Jlb.,  13ilb.,  131b.,  131b.,  llilb.,  lilb., 
lO^lb.,  101b.,  101b.,  101b.,  101b.,  9Jlb.,  9pb.,  9|lb., 
9Jlb.,  91b.  Water  is  now  getting  very  low  indeed. 
— Claret  Fly  (May  5). 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal).  — The  Bundrowes 
was  in  good  fishing  ply  during  the  past  week  and 
plenty  of  fresh  run  salmon  in  the  river.  Mr.  C.  J. 
Singleton's  fisherman  landed  six  fine  salmon  of  151b., 
141b.,  13pb.,  12Jlb.,  111b.,  and  lOilb.,  on  May  0,  7, 
9,  10,  and  lost  several  others.  Trout  anglers  had 
some  good  sport  on  the  river  during  the  past  week, 
and  the  river  continues  in  good  fishing  order.— M. 

RotJAN  AND  S0N.S. 

Bme  (Ballyslianuou  and  Belleek).— The  river 
became  suddenly  very  high  owing  to  the  heavy 
rains  in  the  early  part  of  the  past  week,  and  con- 
sequently trouting  was  not  good  ;  the  river  at  time 
of  writing  is  getting  steady  and  will  be  in  fishing 
order  at  once  again,  when  some  good  sport  will  be 
had. — M.  KooAN  and  Sons. 

Galway  Biiver. — The  rod  catch  last  week  was 
thirty-seven  salmon,  45.51b. — Milne. 

Lee  River  (oo.  Cork). — River  has  been  very 
flooded  and  unsettled  during  the  week,  but  is  now 
in  good  order.  On  Lord  Bandon's  Water  Colonel 
Trotraan  had  three  salmon  and  P.  Barry,  two.  On 
Mashonaglasa,  H.  Austen  had  two,  81b.  and  91b.; 
H.  Morritt,  eight,  Gib.  to  14Jlb. ;  and  J.  Barry,  two, 
91b.  and  101b.  On  William's  Hotel  water  (Macroom), 
R    Barry,  nine,  averaging  9lb.,  and  C.  Kellchor, 


three,  81b.,  91b.,  91b.  On  Ashton,  C.  W.  Ashe,  two, 
101b.  and  13.Ub.,  and  H.  R.  Sargent,  six,  81b.,  8Jlb., 
91b.,  91b.,  Ufb.,  lUb.  On  Oak  Grove  and  Carhue, 
S.  levers,  six,  and  G.  M.  levers,  two.  On  Carri- 
gadrohid,  Mrs.  St.  Leger  Carter,  one,  and  F.  St. 
Leger  Carter,  three.  On  Rooves,  H.  Austin,  one, 
8pb.  ;  and  M.  Lyons,  one,  ISJlb.  On  Fargus,  S. 
Haynes,  one,  101b. ;  and  H.  Vaughan  Clark,  one, 
lOlb.  On  Farran,  F.  St.  Leger  Carter,  three. — 
W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lougb  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterrille,  oo.  Kerry). — 
The  weather  has  been  unfavourable  and  sport  very 
poor.  On  Saturday  (May  7)  Mr.  Cowburn  caught  a 
salmon  of  lOilb.  on  the  Cummeragh,  and  on  Monday 
Major  Creaswell  one  of  the  same  weight  on  the  lake. 
Sea-trout  are  arriving  and  some  peal  have  put  in 
an  appearance. — T.  J.  D. 

Loagbs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).  —  The 
following  anglers  are  fishing  above  waters  from  the 
Mount  Gable  Hotel,  and  sport  continues  good ; 
Messrs.  Williams,  Duncan,  Tyrrell,  Waldron  and 
Hilton,  and  Captain  St.  John  Bilbin.  Some  grand 
baskets  have  been  creeled  daily,  ranging  from  .51b. 
to  111b.  of  trout  per  rod.— .1.  A.  J. 

JtOVLgh.  Melvili. —  Sport  continues  good.  Mr.  A. 
Scott  landed  one  salmon  of  141b.  on  May  9,  and 
Mr.  Simonds  one  of  lOlb. ;  on  May  10  Dr.  Lumsden 
landed  one  salmon  of  121b.,  Mr.  Wren  landed  one 
salmon  of  91b. ;  on  May  7  Mr.  P.  Humphrey  took  a 
brown  trout  of  5 Jib.,  on  same  day  Mr.  ConoUy 
landed  one  salmon  of  111b.,  and  fifteen  trout  on 
May  ().  Trout  anglers  had  some  first-rate  sport 
on  the  lake  again  during  the  past  week,  and 
some  fine  baskets  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout 
were  taken.  Amongst  the  most  successful  anglerj 
were  Dr.  Whiteford,  M.D.,  Mr.  John  Paterson,  M.A., 
Mr.  J.  P.  Sharpe,  Dr.  Lumsden,  Mr.  F.  H.  Maloney, 
Mr.  Hayes,  Mr.  G.  Kerr,  Mr.  E.  M.  Curtler,  Mr.  P. 
Kelly,  etc.  Sport  at  time  of  writing  continues  good, 
and  the  weather  fine. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mourne  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  in  good  order, 
and  the  weather  is  cold  and  unfavourable  for  fly 
fishing.  Dr.  Wiggan  had  a  couple  of  good  baskets 
of  trout  up  to  lib.,  and  Messrs.  Briggs  and  Gossage 
had  some  success. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  during  the 
week  was  fair,  the  nets  done  fairly  well  on  the 
river,  and  there  is  a  good  show  of  fish  in  the  pools 
on  the  upper  and  lower  reaches.  On  Lough  Conn 
Mr.  Scroope  got  a  fish  of  lib.,  Colonel  Hewett  one 
lUb.,  Mr.  Smith  one  111b.,  Mr.  Argles  one  91b.,  and 
some  trout,  and  there  was  a  few  got  at  the  Pontoon 
Bridge,  and  a  few  by  local  anglers.  Good  fishing 
expected  next  week. — John  Devebs. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Very  unsettled  weather  still  prevails  here. 
Mr.  Slater  had  four  salmon,  81b.,  9ilb.,  101b.,  arid 
131b.,  also  several  trout,  largest  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Arklow, 
four,  101b.,  101b.,  121b.,  and  141b.,  and  some  nice 
trout,  largest  4ilb.  ;  Colonel  Hewett,  three,  91b., 
111b.,  and  18Jlb";  Mr.  H.  Scroope,  two,  101b.  and 
151b.  ;  Mr.  Calais,  two,  91b.  and  lOJlb.,  also  one 
grilse  31b.  There  were  several  nice  takes  of  trout 
on  the  loughs.  River  and  loughs  at  time  of 
writing  are  getting  into  good  ply. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  — We  are  still  subject 
to  very  variable  weather,  but  sport  has  shown  im- 
provement. On  Doonas  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed 
five  salmon.  151b.,  lOlb.,  221b.,  141b.,  and.l6Jlb.  On 
New  Garden  Captain  Holland  killed  two  salmon,  , 
12Jlb.,  leilb. ;  Captain  K.  Kincaird-Smith,  R.F.A., 
two  salmon,  131b.  and  I41b.  On  the  Castle  Fishery 
Mr.  John  Enright  killed  one  salmon,  40  Jib.  This  wa? 
a  very  handsome  specimen,  fresh  from  the  sea,  and 
measured :  Length,  46in. ;  girth,  27in.  On  the 
same  fishery  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  three 
salmon,  12ilb.,  171b.,  and  19Jlb.  On  Prospect, 
Mr.  Holland  killed  three  salmon,  171b.,  181b.,  and 
331b. ;  Captain  Holland,  four  salmon,  161b.,  13!b., 
13Jlb.,  and  141b.  On  Landscape,  Mr.  P.  V.  Phelps 
killed  three  salmon,  361b.,  29  Jib.,  and  301b.  On  the 
Erinagh  fishery  Mr.  Mackey's  men  killed  two  salmon, 
301b.  and  441b. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Skibbereen  District  (co.  Cork). — Very  little 
sport  has  been  had  with  salmon,  but  anglers  are 
living  in  hopes  as  fish  are  now  beginning  to  show, 
and  by  the  end  of  month  should  be  up  in  good 
numbers.  On  the  Shepperton  Lakes  good  sport 
has  been  'had,  Capt.  Toivnshend  having  one  day 
seventeen  trout,  weighing  9Jlb. — W.  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Kivers  (MuUingar). — 

No  sport  up  to  the  present  worth  recording.  The 
wind  has  come  persistently  from  the  north  and 
east,  and  has  always  been  against  angling  on  either 
lakes  or  rivers  in  this  district.  I  tried  for  an  hour 
on  the  river  Dale,  a  tributary  of  the  Boyne,  on 
Saturday  (May  7).  I  never  saw  a  single  natural  rise 
where  at  other  times  I  have  seen  thousands.  I  rose 
one  trout  and  landed  it,  weighing  21b.  2oz.,  and  never 
even  stirred  another.  We  will  be  expecting  the 
Green  Drake  on  Lough  Ennel  on  or  before  May  20, 


no  matter  from  what  point  the  wind  blows.  Here 
is  a  record  of  the  advent  of  the  fly  for  some  years 
past:  May  2,  1890;  May  14,  1891;  May  14,  1892; 
May  1,  1893;  May  7,  1894;  Mav  10.  1895;  May  5, 
1896;  May  15,  1897;  May  8,  1898;  May  10,  1899; 
May  18,  1900;  May  16,  1901;  May  19,  1902;  May 
16,  1903.— T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanz  (May  8). — Owing  to  the  departure  of 
many  visitors  at  this  season  there  are  now  fewer 
flhglers  on  the  stream,  but  on  two  or  three  days 
last  week  the  few  visits  that  were  paid  to  them 
showed  that  some  fishing  can  be  got  both  in  the 
Stockalper  and  the  pretty  little  Eaufroid,  the 
water  being  in  fair  or  nice  order  and  less  snow  juice 
coming  down.  On  May  3  and  5  the  Colonel  got 
some  fish,  and  lost  a  nice  one  owing  to  a  broken  end 
ring  on  his  rod  top,  in  which  the  line  fouled  ;  the 
Soldier  Palmer  was  most  attractive,  and  next  to  it 
a  March  Brown.  Engineering  operations  still 
interfere  with  the  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Vouvery,  and  the  Vaudois,  when  last  seen,  was 
dirty  as  usual  and  only  fit  for  worming.  The  first 
May  Flies  were  seen  on  the  Stockalper  on  May  5, 
and  on  the  same  date  last  year.  They  were  only 
few  and  weak,  but  their  appearance  is  a  hopeful 
sign.  — Benw  yan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal, — There  has  been  some  decent  takes  of 
mixed  fish  taken  inside  of  Goodwin  Sands  lately.  On 
May  8,  Mr.  E.  Hyde  landed  twenty-eight  dogfish, 
twelve  whiting,  one  skate,  and  one  dab  ;  Messrs.  T. 
Roberts,  Rhodes,  and  George  Herbert,  jun.,  sixty- 
four  dogfish,  largest,  8 Jib.,  smallest,  Iflb.,  fifty-eight 
whiting,  five  dabs,  one  gurnard,  one  mackerel,  lib. 
6oz. ;  Messrs.  Holbro,  Taylor,  and  two  friends,  two 
scora  good  whiting,  over  two  score  dogfish, 
largest,  131b.,  one  skate,  and  three  spotted  dog- 
fish. May  10,  weather  unsettled  and  thick,  with 
rain ;  Messrs.  Allen  and  FitzStubbs  had  the  pluck 
to  put  out,  and  returned  with  a  score  of  mixtures. 
May  11,  weather  fine,  easterly;  Mrs.  Hussey,  fishing 
close  to  S.W.  buoy,  landed,  with  a  mixed  bag, 
twelve  big  dogfish,  eleven  whiting,  one  conger,  61b., 
one  skate,  5  Jib.  Tides  will  suit  well  for  this  kind 
of  fishing  during  the  Whitsun  holiday.  Bait, 
mackerel  and  herring  principally.  —  Edward 
Hanger  (B.S.A.S.). 

Heme  Baj. — Several  fine  mullet  of  from  31b.  to 
7lb.  have  been  caught  here,  but  as  yet  they  are  not 
in  in  any  quantity.  Fine  bass  are  being  caught  off 
Reculvers,  where  there  is  a  large  quantity  varying 
from  41b.  to  121b.,  which  should  give  good  sport. 
A  member  of  the  Herne  Bay  Angling  Association, 
when  shrimping  on  Saturday  morning,  caught  a 
small  "angler,"  which  was  shown  at  the  association 
meeting  on  Monday  evening. — J,  Gbippeb. 

Penzance. — Unfavourable  weather  has  prevented 
our  trying  the  outer  grounds,  and  boats  fishing  on 
the  inner  grounds  have  had  rather  poor  sport. 
Whiffing  for  pollack  continues  to  give  good  sport — 
one  catch  included  nine  fish  which  averaged  over 
61b.  each.  Whiffing  for  mackerel,  under  sail,  one 
catch,  seven  fair-sized  fish ;  several  large  schools 
have  been  playing  in  the  bay,  and  no  doubt  many 
will  be  trying  this  popular  method  of  fishing.  Rod 
fishing  from  piers,  small  catches  of  pollack,  pouting 
and  smelt.— J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Fishing  has  been  rather  slack  this 
week  on  account  of  the  cold,  not  many  boats  having 
ventured  out ;  those  who  have  have  had  a  few 
pollack.  Some  fair  catches  of  pouting  have  been 
taken  whilst  the  sun  was  up  fishing  at  anchor  in 
the  various  spots  in  the  Sound.  Some  nice  ray  and 
turbot  have  been  taken  up  the  Yealm  using  a  long 
line  with  some  twenty  to  thirty  hooks,  baited  with 
squid,  etc.  Rod  fishers  have  been  trying  for  the 
mullet  off  the  Great  Western  docks  this  week,  and 
have  been  having  good  sport ;  but  the  most  success- 
ful were  those  who  were  using  a  long  floating  trace 
of  very  fine  gut  and  also  a  very  fine  line — this  was 
carried  away  some  distance  from  the  pier.  By  this 
means  some  five  and  six  dozen  were  taken. — 
William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 


Of  the  species  of  limpet,  a  shell-fish  found  here 
(Minehead)  at  low  water,  some  are  red,  others  white, 
black,  brown,  yellow  and  sand  colour  ;  when  the 
shell  is  picked  off  there  will  appear  alight  vein  lying 
transversely  in  a  little  furrow  next  the  head  of  the  fish, 
which  may  be  taken  out  by  a  bodkin  or  any  other 
pointed  instrument,  and  will  form  an  excellent 
marking  ink.  The  letters  or  figures  made  with  this 
liquor  will  change  to  several  colours  when  placed  in 
the  sun,  according  to  the  time  of  day  and  season  of 
the  year,  and  will  ultimately  finish  in  a  fair  bright 
crimson,  which,  after  being  laid  out  to  dry,  will  abide 
all  future  washing. — Collinson'a  "  History  of  Somer- 
set." 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  very  nice  weather  of  late  ; 
the  nice  showers  and  a  little  bright  simshine 
have  done  much  to  improve  trout  fishing,  and 
sport  has  been  improving  on  the  W^hitacre  Reservoir ; 
some  fine  trout  have  been  taken  up  to  about  lilb. 
each.  On  Lord  Windsor's  estate  some  very  fine 
sport  has  been  had  on  the  private  waters.  On  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Severn  some  good  sport  has 
been  had,  chiefly  from  the  shallow  parts  of  the  river. 
The  river  Avon,  at  Pershore,  will  be  open  for  con- 
tests during  the  coming  season.  Clubs  who  wish  to 
fish  their  contests  on  Sundays  will  be  permitted  to 
do  so,  and  in  order  to  do  so  I  would  advise  them  to 
make  an  early  application  to  the  proprietor  of  the 
Ship  Inn,  High-street.  Mr.  C.  F.  Slann,  of  the 
Ketch,  near  Worcester,  paid  me  a  visit  last  week, 
and  informed  me  that  he  had  arranged  to  take  over 
three  miles  of  the  river  Severn  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  angling  accommodation  for  clubs  from 
Birmingham  and  district.  The  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Birmingham  Association  Committee  was  held 
on  Thursday  evening  last.  The  balance  sheet  for 
the  quarter  ending  March  29  was  road,  which  went 
to  show  that  the  sum  of  over  £70  lay  in  the  bank  to 
the  credit  of  the  association.  The  Queen's  Arms 
Society  was  allowed  to  remove  to  the  Duke  of  York 
Inn,  Pritchett-street.  The  Provincial  Angling  Asso- 
ciation fish  section  was  judged  on  Saturday  last  by 
Mr.  F.  A.  Gray,  of  the  Gresham  Ajigling  Society 
(London),  and  Mr.  W.  C.  Woodruff,  of  the  London 
Anglers'  Association.  The  new  Robin  Society  will 
fish  a  bye  contest  in  the  canal  at  Lichfield  on  June 
2(),  and  the  Victoria  Park  Society  a  bye  contest  in 
the  canal  al  Lapworth  on  the  same  date. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  and  the  Driffield  Canal  are  in  first- 
chiss  condition,  cither  for  fly  or  minnow  fishing,  and 
during  the  past  week  a  few  brace  of  nice  fish  have 
been  creeled  from  the  Wansford,  Snakeholme,  and 
Hempholnie  districts.  Odd 'good  trout  have  also 
Keen  picked  up  here  and  there  in  the  tidal  waters  of 
the  river  by  worm  fishers.  Flounders  and  eels  are 
now  providing  a  fair  amount  of  sport  at  Hull  Bridge, 
Wawne,  Cicey,  and  Dunswell,  and  at  the  latter 
(jlace  on  Saturday  the  Hull  Town  A.  A.  held  an  open 
tiiatch,  when  about  170  anglers  competed  for  four- 
teen prizes,  the  first  three  winners  being  Messrs.  W. 
Shores,  J.  W.  Garforth,  and  D.  Smith.  The  Uni- 
(?rsal  A. A.  open  their  season  on  the  river  at  Duns- 
well  on  Whit  Monday. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Fishing  still  remains  very  poor.    The  weather 
has  been  of  a  most  changeable  character.     On  and 
iff  there  liavo  been  heavy  rains,  and  Windermere 
-iH  risen  considerably.     Two  Bowness  gentlemen 
u,id  each  a  decent  trout  of  3Jlb.  taken  by  trcjlling 
hust  week,  but  whipping  has  been  very  poor,  and 
the  same  may  be  said  of  char  trolling.     VVhat  fish 
irt)   being  taken  are  in  first-rate   condition  and 
liow  f)lenty  of   fight.      Some  fairly  decent  lf)ts 
i  trout  arc  being  creeled   on   the  upper  waters 
t  the  largfir  rivers  and  on  the  smaller  ones,  hut 
■  Uf,  trout  taken  are  mostly  small.     On  anything  like 
'I  fairly  decent  day,  if  there  be  any  warmth  witii  it, 
l'')th  the  Willow  Fly  and  the  Black  Gnat  hatcli  out, 
'I  tliut  proHpects  are,  with  improved  weather,  fairly 
'od. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

An  important  meeting  of  anglers  will  take  place 
on  Saturday  at  Kearsley.  Our  locals  highly  approve 
of  the  action  of  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  A.  A.  in 
the  matter  of  trying  to  enforce  the  acts  for  stopping 
pollution  of  the  I5erwent,  and  wish  them  every 
success.  Not  a  single  report  is  to  hand  from  Liver- 
pool, so  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  not  much 
is  going  on  in  that  town.  Bolton,  as  a  contrast,  is 
very  much  alive  preparing  for  their  annual  invasion 
of  the  Wyresdale  Valley.  When  roach  are  going  to 
spawn  is  a  mystery,  for  so  far  very  few  signs  of 
spawning  are  met  with,  althovigh  we  are  well  in  the 
middle  of  May.  By  the  time  these  notes  are  in 
print  it  will  be  known  whether  several  local  waters 
will  be  open  for  Whitsuntide.  Hundreds  of  anglers 
hope  that  local  canals  will  be  thrown  open  for  the 
week,  as  is  the  case  with  the  Lancaster  Canal.  Flies 
are  more  plentiful,  although  the  weather  is  still  cold. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

It  is  quite  certain  that  our  city  rods  are  reserving 
themselves  for  the  great  annual  Whitsuntide  holi- 
days. On  every  hand  preparations  are  in  progress 
for  getting  away,  and  if  there  are  not  a  lot  of  fish 
killed  it  will  be  a  wonder,  and  probably  the  death- 
roll  will  include  a  number  of  coarse  fish.  For  some 
time  now  coarse  fishers  have  tried  to  be  sportsmen, 
but  when  they  see  their  sport  treated  contemptu- 
ously by  game  fishers  and  fishery  boards,  it  is  not 
surprising  to  know  that  they  are  getting  tu'ed.  The 
delegates  of  the  West  Salford  A.  A.  were  summoned 
to  a  meeting  in  this  city  last  evening.  On  Thursday 
evening  two  important  meetings  were  held  in  this 
city  by  the  W.C.F.  and  the  C.P.A.A.  Members  of 
the  Royal  Oak  A. A.  need  a  reminder  that  their 
attendance  is  needed  at  meetings.  The  Royal 
Walton  A.S.  are  having  a  lecture  from  Mr.  Night- 
ingale next  Tuesday  on  "  Pond  and  Canal  Fishing." 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Trout  fishing  has  attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention 
on  the  lower  sections  of  the  Greet  and  Dover  Beck, 
which  have  been  running  in  exceptionally  low  and 
clear  volume.  Sport  has  only  been  moderate, 
and  I'kely  enough  the  e.xtremely  cold  weather  in 
evidence  has  affected  the  feeding  habits  of  the  fish. 
On  the  Greet  a  brace  or  two  have  been  creeled  near 
Rolleston  Mill  by  Messrs.  T.  Lewis,  H,  Benson,  W. 
Grey,  and  W.  Rayson,  the  last  named  also  landing 
a  very  fine  roach  of  IJlb.  It  was,  of  course,  put 
back.  Mr.  W.  Stansfield  has  picked  up  a  fish  or 
two  on  the  lower  reach  of  Dover  Beck.  News  as  to 
the  use  of  the  fly  is  scarce,  and  warmer  weather 
must  prevail  ere  votaries  can  hope  to  meet  with 
success.  On  the  Trent  matters  are  dull.  Coarse  fish 
— barbel,  chub,  roach,  and  bream — are  heading  up 
the  river  for  the  purpose  of  spawning,  and  some 
hot  days  will  see  them  very  busy.  The  action  for 
trespass  brought  by  the  Trent  Navigation  Company 
against  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  Beeston  Angling 
Society,  who  had  the  support  of  the  lord  of  the 
manor,  has  been  advanced  another  stage.  Further 
legal  arguments  have  been  addressed  in  Chambers 
to  Mr.  .Justice  Wills,  whose  decision  will  be  announced 
in  a  few  days. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  rivers  are  in  capital  order  for  fiy  or  bottom 
fishing,  but  the  wind  has  been  high  and  very  cold, 
and  we  have  had  frosty  nights  and  a  nice  fall  of  rain, 
which  should  be  beneficial  to  the  streams,  and  will 
be  of  immense  benefit  to  the  gardens  and  farms. 
More  rods  were  out  last  week,  and  the  fly  fishermen 
had  a  little  sport,  but  the  trout  were  not  sporting 
well,  and  came  very  short.  The  bottom  fishing  was 
better,  and  some  nice  fish  were  taken  with  worm  and 
minnow.  Messrs.  Turner  and  Jones  had  a  nice 
catch  of  eleven  brace,  good-sized  fish,  caught  with 
the  worm  in  preserved  water,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Weaver 
caught  a  very  fine  trout,  21b.  2oz.,  spinning  with  a 
bright  Devon  minnow.  The  Severn  and  Tome  are 
alive  with  samlets.  The  smolts  are  going  down  the 
river  Severn  in  shoals  ;  scarcely  ever  were  so  many 
seen.  The  salmon  nets  have  done  well  this  season  ; 
during  the  past  week  a  lot  of  good-sized  fish  have 
been  taken,  and  the  price  has  been  reduced  con- 
siderably. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  subject  o£  eel  and  pike  fishing  during  the  close 
season  for  coarse  fish  was  on  Tuesday  evening,  May 
10,  at  a  meeting  of  the  York  Amalgamation  further 
discussed,  and  a  resolution  was  adopted  in  favour 
of  closing  their  waters  against  angling  of  any  kind 
during  the  close  season.  Local  anglers  have  had 
another  quiet  week.  Further  afield  northward 
there  has  been  activity  amongst  rodmen,  and 
parties  of  trout  fishers  in  the  Codbeck,  near  Thirsk, 
iiave  been  enjoying  merry  times,  good  baskets  being 
made.  A  few  days  ago  a  party  of  three  caught  over 
twenty  fine  fish,  varying  from  .Ub.  to  Jib.  Catches 
of  three  to  six  are  not  uncommon  in  the  waters 
above  and  below  the  town.  Sport  is  proving  very 
productive  after  the  rains  and  the  freshets,  and 


anglers  are  reaping  the  advantage  of  the  liberal 
deposits  of  young  fish  in  the  stream  before  the  com- 
mencement of  tiio  season,  the  Thirsk  A.C.  placing 
200  yearlings  and  300  two-year  troutlets  and  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  contributing  .500  yearlings. 
A  great  many  pike  came  up  from  the  Swale,  and 
wei'e  mostly  taken  as  they  arrived. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  boon  generally  against  angling 
since  last  notes.  Fair  sport,  however,  was  had  at 
salmon  at  many  of  the  principal  fishing  centres.  At 
some  places  peal  appear  to  be  later  than  usual,  while 
at  other  places  those  lish  put  in  an  appearance  at 
the  usual  time.  Sea  angling  has  been  tried  at  a  few 
places  on  the  southern  and  south-western  coasts, 
the  fish  principally  sought  being  pollack.  Sport, 
though  not  very  good,  was  con.siderod  satisfactory. 
Large  shoals  of  mackerel  are  congregating  on  the 
Cork  and  Kerry  shores,  where  fleets  of  mackerel 
boats  have  had  large  takes. 

North  of  Ibeland. 

Good  trout  are  sometimes  met  in  unexpected 
places — one  of  3|lb.  was  killed  on  the  Rhone,  a 
very  small  tributary  of  the  Blackwater,  and  four 
killed  on  the  Gallon,  another  tributary,  weighed 
9|lb.  The  Erne  Conservators  are  about  to  apply 
for  a  grant  of  money  to  the  Fishery  Department 
for  the  purchase  of  Loch  Leven  fry.  The  appoint- 
ment of  two  water-bailiffs  to  look  after  the  Crossgar 
by  the  Dundalk  Board  is  much  resented.  The 
bailiffs  were  sued  for  trespass,  and  the  case  was 
dismissed.  Recently  the  bailiffs  were  assaulted,  and 
thrown  into  the  river  it  is  alleged.  Legal  proceedings 
are  now  pending.  The  hostile  feeling  arose  through 
the  praiseworthy  action  of  the  Belfast  anglers  in 
acquiring  a  portion  of  the  river,  which  was  heavily 
poached  in  and  out  of  season.  The  Ulster  anglers 
stocked  the  Antrim  Road  Basin  on  May  6  with 
2000  odd  rainbows  of  the  celebrated  "Trinity" 
strain  from  Oakenclough  Fishery,  Garstang,  Lan- 
cashire. The  fish  travelled  via  Stranraer  and  Larne 
in  twenty-six  cans,  and  were  over  seventeen  houVs 
in  the  same  water  with  only  some  twenty  fataUties. 
They  were  turned  into  the  basin  at  the  Cavehill- 
road  Weir  by  Mr.  Henry,  of  the  fishery,  in  the 
presence  of  a  large  number  of  the  members. 


Jlssociafiotts,  etc. 


City  of  London  Piscatori.^l  Society. 

Mr.  John  Dryden  presided  on  Tuesday  last,  the 
event  of  the  day  being  the  sea-fishing  competition 
at  Leigh,  in  which  many  members  participated. 
Unfortunately,  an  adverse  change  in  the  weather 
interfered  somewhat  with  the  result,  and  although 
all  competitors  took  fish  (a  total  approaching  200 
being  reached),  they  were  nearly  all  of  small  size ; 
however,  the  sea-rod  offered  as  a  prize  by  Mr. 
W.  L.  Wichtendahl.  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Begernie — 
three  fish,  lib.  13oz. — two  or  three  other  gentlemen 
having  fish  almost  as  heavy.  A  cordial  vote  of 
thanks  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Beamont  for  his  very 
successful  management  of  the  outing,  which 
included  a  little  dinner  at  the  Ship,  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  being  also  passed  to  Mr.  Wichtendahl  for 
his  donation  to  the  prize  fund.  Mr.  Warne  reported 
some  fine  captures  of  heavy  fish — chub,  pike,  and 
barbel,  which,  of  course,  had  been  put  back.  Two 
gentlemen  were  balloted  for  and  duly  elected. 
Further  applications  for  membership  were  also 
received.  Mr.  Gilbert  stated  that,  having  to  proceed 
to  Wraysbury  on  business  connected  with  safe- 
guarding fishery  on  Saturday  next  (May  14)  by  the 
3.10  p.m.  train  from  Waterloo,  he  would  be  pleased 
to  have  the  company  and  assistance  of  any  other 
members  able  to  come.  Will  members  also  please 
note  that  on  Tuesday  next.  May  17,  on  the  occasion 
of  presentation  of  prizes  and  medals  for  1903,  there 
will  be  a  "  musical  evening,"  when,  as  usual,  ladies 
will  be  invited,  a  very  pleasant  evening  being 
expected. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  A.  J.Saimders  presided  over  a  well  attended 
meeting  of  members  and  their  friends  on  Tuesday 
last,  many  of  whom  were  attracted  by  the  annoimce- 
ment  in  the  angling  papers  that  a  paper  on  Ambi- 
dexterity in  Angling  "  would  form  the  principal 
feature  of  the  evening.  At  the  invitation  of  the 
committee,  Mr.  J.  Jackson,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Ambi- 
dextral Culture  Society,  kindly  consented  to  read 
a  paper  on  this  subject,  and  those  who  were  present 
congratulated  themselves  on  having  spent  an 
evening  so  full  of  both  pleasiu-e  and  profit.  Mr. 
Jackson,  in  general  terms,  showed  that  the  culture 
of  two-handedness  not  only  conferred  benefits  upon 
its  pupils  from  a  manual  point  of  \  iew,  but  that  the 
brain  also  participated  in  the  increased  usefulness 
consequent  on  a  more  thorough  training  of  this 
organ.    He  ga\e  numerous  instances  of  men  and 
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women  in  eminent  positions  who  were  indebted  for 
their  success  largely  to  the  fact  that  both  hands  had 
received'^equal  training,  with  a  consequent  increase 
in  brain  power.  Nature,  he  said,  evidently  intended 
us  to  be  ambidextrous,  as  instanced  by  the  way 
children,  when  left  to  follow  their  instincts,  use 
either  hand,  and  that  our  method  of  training  was 
largely  responsible  for  tlie  one-handedness  which 
prevails,  Ho  instanced  many  professions  and  occu- 
pations in' which  manipulation  by  the  left  hand  was 
a  necessity,  and  thus  it  became  as  deft  as  the  other. 
From  general  utility  he  went  on  to  show  what 
benefits  ambidexterity  conferred  upon  its  possessor 
from  an  angling  point  of  view,  and  in  order  to  further 
emphasise  tlie  fact,  Mr.  Jackson  proceeded  to  read 
a  paper,  kindly  lent  him  by  Captain  Hart-Davis, 
an  accomplished  fly  fislierman,  and  who  expressed 
in  unmistakable  terms  his  opinion  on  the  use  of 
the  loft  hand  in  fly  fishing.  A  discussion  followed, 
in  which  the  chairman,  Messrs.  H.  Brown,  and  C. 
Kemp  (from  the  Piscatorial  Society),  J.  T.  Emery, 
J.  B.  Close,  J.  P.  Connellan,  and  others  took  part. 
A^very  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr. 
Jackson  for  his  able  and  instructive  paper.  Fishing 
reports  were  poor,  but  some  nice  trout  were  taken 
by  Messrs.  Gill  and  S.  T.  Saunders.  A-  capital 
report  of  the  Kennet  fishery  was  received  from 
Mr.  Ohlson,  who  spoke  of  it  in  highly  eulogistic  terms. 
Discussion  next  Tuesday  on  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing," 
especially  with  relation  to  Chesliain.  Members 
requiring  privilege  tickets  should  write  at  once  to 
F.  E.  Eldbed,  Hon.  Sec. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
The  annual  general  meeting  will  take  place  at 
headquarters  on  May  17.  All  members  are  earnestly 
requested  to  attend,  as  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
important  business  to  be  got  through.  The  meeting 
will  start  at  8.30  punctually. — H.  C.  Maetin. 

PiscATOBiAL  Society. 
Mr.  Geo.  Smith  was  chairman  of  Monday's 
meeting,  when  a  very  pretty  Thames  trout  of 
31b.  8oz.  graced  the  table.  Tlie  captor  was  Mr. 
J.  E.  Evans,  whose  list  of  takes  of  trout  in  the  grand 
old  river  now  mounts  up  to  close  upon  one  hundred. 
Mr.  Evans  landed  a  second  fish,  scaling  just  under 
31b.,  but  as  a  good  sportsman  he  returned  it  to  the 
water.  Mr.  Evans  also  reported  having  a  grand 
time  with  trout  in  a  private  part  of  the  Lambourn. 
In  one  day  he  had  six  brace  of  handsome  fish,  from 
lib.  up  to  lib.  12oz.,  principally  on  Rolt's  Fancy. 
Several  members  had  been  on  the  Lambourn  at 
Newbury,  but  without  result  as  far  as  takable  fish 
was  concerned.  It  may  interest  members  to  know 
that  in  anticipation  of  the  May  Fly  rise,  it  is 
intended  to  cut  the  weeds  on  the  Lambourn  on 
Monday  next.  May  16.  At  Ux bridge,  Mr.  Forster 
Hardy  had  taken  another  lovely  trout,  weighing 
21b.  8oz.,  and  Mr.  M.  G.  E.  de  Courcy  was  responsible 
for  two  brace,  one  brace  being,  however,  returned. 
The  latter  were  taken  on  the  dry  fly  Alder  and 
Francis.  It  is  satisfactory  to  know  that  there  is 
sufficient  rise  of  fly  on  the  Uxbridge  water  to  tempt 
the  fish,  as  in  previous  years  the  majority  of  the 
trout  killed  have  been  taken  with  the  wet  fly, 
generally  small  patterns  of  Dusty  Millers  and  con- 
fections of  that  ilk.  This  season,  on  the  contrary, 
•  most  of  the  trout  captured  have  succumbed  to  the 
attractions  of  "  floaters." — Hon.  Sec. 


IPSWICH  PISCATORIAL  RAMBLERS. 


The  fourth  annual  dinner  of  the  Ipswich  Pisca- 
torial Ramblers  was  held  recently  at  the  head- 
quarters (the  LockTavern),  and,  likeits  predecessors, 
proved  a  really  enjoyable  reunion  of  members  and 
friends,  close  upon  forty  of  whom  gathered  at  the 
board.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  president 
(Mr.  A.  C.  Churchman),  and  amongst  those  present 
were  the  deputy-mayor  (Mr.  W.  J.  Catchpole),  Dr. 
Francis  Ward,  Mr.  W.  C.  Prentice  (hon.  secretary  of 
the  Gipping  Angling  Preservation  Society),  the  hon. 
secretary  (Mr.  H.  C.  Westgate),  Mr.  W.  J.  Hawkins, 
Mr.  S.  G.  Howe,  Mr.  E.  Stewart,  Mr.  C.  Brasted,  etc. 
Mr.  Westgate  was  not  only  responsible  for  an  excel- 
lent bill  of  fare,  but  also  for  a  very  effectively 
designed  programme,  brimful  with  quotations  from 
"  The  Song  of  Hiawatha"  appropriate  to  the  occa- 
sion, and  decorated  with  a  fantastic  frontispiece. 
The  loyal  toasts  having  been  duly  honoured,  the 
deputy-mayor  proposed  "  Success  to  the  Ipswich 
Piscatorial  Ramblers,"  observing  that  as  an  old 
fisherman  himself  he  wished  the  society  every 
success.  There  were  no  bettor  fellows  in  the  world 
than  anglers ;  a  spirit  of  freemasonry  existed 
amongst  them  which  one  could  find  in  hardly  any 
branch  of  sport.  The  vice-chairman  (Mr.  W.  J. 
Hawkins),  in  replying  to  the  toast,  reviewed  the 
sport  of  the  past  season,  pointing  out  that  the 
general  fishing  record  was  the  best  in  the  annals  of 
the  society.  Several  excellent  catches  were  re- 
ported, and   inembors  had   been   true  to  their 


denomination  of  ramblers,  having  fished  in  all 
parts   of  the  country.     The  president  then  dis- 
tributed the  prizes  won  during  the  season — about 
thirty  in  number.    It  apjieared  that  there  were  five 
fresh-water  match  s  and  three  eel-babbing  com- 
petitions, whilst  two  wliiting  matches  were  held 
down  the  river  in  the  autumn.  Several  special  prizes 
were  awarded  for  the  best  fi.-ih  in  each  class,  the 
principal  one  going  to  Mr.  J.  Burkitt,  for  a  pike 
weighing  131b.,  which  has  been  set  up  and  now 
adorns  the  walls  of  the  club-room.    The  chief  prize 
winners  were  Messrs.  G.  P.  Price,  E.  J.  King,  C.  F. 
Bradford,  A.  W.  Morley,  H.  Everson,  H.  E.  Leach, 
A.  H.  King,  and  the  hon.  secretary.    In  proposing 
the  health  of  the  president,  Dr.  Francis  Ward  took 
as  his  text  a  quotation  from  "Hiawatha,"  which 
adjoined  the  toast  in  the  programme  : — 
....  the  marvellous  story  teller 
Told  his  tale  of  strange  adventure 
Th  it  the  fea«t  might  be  more  joyous. 
That  the  time  might  pass  more  gaily 
And  the  guests  be  more  contented. 

In  a  distinctly  happy  vein.  Dr.  Ward  paid  a 
cordial  tribute  to  Mr.  Churchman's  many  virtues, 
and  congratulated  the  society  upon  having  such 
an  excellent  president.  The  toast  was  accorded 
musical  honours.  The  president's  acknowledgment 
was  characteristically  humorous.  In  conclusion,  Mr. 
Churcliman  presented  the  society  with  a  handsome 
silver  challenge  cup  to  be  awarded  for  the  largest 
roach  secured  each  season,  to  become  the  property 
of  any  member  winning  it  two  consecutive  seasons 
or  three  seasons  in  all.  The  toasts  of  •'  Kindred 
Societies,"  "Donors  of  Prizes,"  "Prizewinners" 
were  duly  honoured,  and  liberally  interspersed  with 
songs.   


WALTON  AND  COTTON  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 


We  held  our  annual  distribution  of.'prizes  at  the 
Crown  and  Woolpack,  St.  Jolin-street-road,  E.C., 
on  May  5,  Mr.  Symonds  in  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Glasgow  in  the  vice-chair.  A  numerous  company 
of  members  and  their  friends  partook  of  an  excellent 
repast  provided  by  our  worthy  host,  Mr.  H.  J. 
Moore.  The  chairman,  in  distributing  the  prizes 
won  dviring  the  season  1903-4,  remarked  that 
although  we  had  had  a  very  unfavourable  season, 
some  of  our  members  had  succeeded  fairly  well, 
showing  some  nice  jack  up  to  111b.,  roach  lib,  2^oz., 
porch  lib.  9oz.,  carp  31b.  (>oz.,  and  also  some  good 
chub  and  dace.  Our  musical  director,  Mr.  Ponder, 
entertained  the  companj'  with  some  excellent  music 
and  songs  contributed  by  Messrs.  J.  Garlic,  Will 
Drew,  R.  Dawson,  Harry  Hudson,  and  others,  which 
were  much  appreciated.  During  the  course  of  the 
evening  a  very  substantial  amount  was  contributed 
towards  our  next  season's  prizes,  and  I  am  also  glad 
to  say  that  several  gentlemen  intimated  their  desire 
to  become  members  of  our  ancient  association,  which 
will  commence  the  new  season  under  the  most 
auspicious  circumstances.    Matt.  Cuddon,  Hon.  Sec. 


NATIONAL  FEDERATION  OF  ANGLERS. 

The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  in  Sheffield 
on  Saturday  last,  May  7,  Mr.  John  Gorrill,  president, 
in  the  chair.  The  others  present  were  Messrs. 
Walker  and  Woodcock  (Sheffield  Association),  Fox 
and  Swift  (Sheffield  Amalgamation),  Driver  and 
Drummond  (County  Palatine),  Cuerden  and  Redford 
(Northern),  Wingfield  and  Miller  (Provincial), 
Woodruff  and  Gray  (London  Association),  Foxcroft 
and  Green  (Leeds),  Barker  and  Turner  (Hull), 
Capt.  Key  and  Langstafl'e  (York),  Sellers  (Bradford). 
The  minutes  having  been  adopted,  the  annual  report 
was  read,  showing  that  tenof  the  largest  associations, 
with  43,500  members,  had  joined  the  federation, 
and  the  balance  sheet  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£10  Os.  lOd.  The  service  rendered  to  anglers  by  the 
successful  efforts  of  the  federation  in  preventing  the 
passing  of  a  Bill  in  Parliament,  which  could  have 
given  power  to  river  conservators  to  interfere  with 
any  bait  other  than  artificial  fly,  was  noted,  and  the 
liistory  of  the  movement  briefly  related.  The 
report  and  balance  sheet  were  adopted  and  the 
rules  and  standing  orders  also  as  printed.  Captain 
Key  moved  "  that  the  present  fishery  laws  act  very 
unjustly  upon  a  large  numiier  of  coarse  fishermen, 
and  require  amending."  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Yorkshire  Conservancy  Board,  and  found  that  the 
trout  fishers  had  paid  £1454  for  licences,  for  which 
they  had  not  received  one  penny  benefit  because  of 
a  deficit  of  £1454  14s.  Id.  on  the  salmon  accounts. 
He  had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  board  to  the 
great  injustice  of  the  present  Act,  which  prevented 
them  from  protecting  the  coarse  fish  or  prosecuting 
in  any  case.  He  had  proposed  that  coarse  fish 
should  be  put  on  the  same  level  as  trout  and  char, 
but  had  been  put  off.    All  the  mumbors  now  on 


fishery  boards  were  game  fishermen  and  knew  very 
little  about  coarse  fish.  Mr.  Walker  seconded,  and 
the  motion  was  carried  unanimously.  Mr.  Langstaffe 
proposed  that  the  federation  should  adopt  a  Bill 
which  had  been  drafted  by  the  York  Association, 
the  chief  item  being  a  proposal  to  make  a  licence  or 
tax  of  one  shilling  to  cover  both  trout  and  coarse 
fish  all  over  the  country.  Mr.  Barker  seconded, 
and  a  long  and  interesting  discussion  followed.  Mr, 
Walker  moved,  and  Mr.  Swift  seconded,  an  amend- 
ment "  that  the  Bill  in  its  present  form  be  not 
adopted,  but  that  this  federation  take  it  as  a  basis 
and  draft  another  Bill."  This  was  carried  by  a  vote 
of  41,500  to  2000.  Arrangements  were  made  for 
ascertain  ingithe  opinions  of  associations  in  different 
parts  of  thoTcountry.  The  officers  were  re-elected 
as  follows  :  President,  Mr.  John  Gorrill  (Sheffield)  ; 
vice-president,  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff  (London)  ; 
hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  Daniel  Cuerden  (Bolton)  ;  and 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Thos.  W.  Redford  (Bolton).  It 
was  decided  that  next  annual  meeting  be  held  in 
London  on  the  first  Saturday  in  May,  1905.  A 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded 
the  proceedings.       Tho.s.  W.  Redford,  Hon.  Sec. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


The  presence  of  more  than  a  mere  spice  of  danger 
as  a  necessary  element  of  true  sport  was  dwelt  upon 
by  Mr.  Colquhoun  Kemp  recently  in  what  may 
properly  be  called  true  teaching  of  the  Ethics  of 
Sea  Angling  as  a  sport.  In  hunting  the  wicked 
cropper  has  to  be  encountered  ;  polo,  the  falls  and 
bruises ;  shooting,  the  contents  of  a  careless  man's 
gun.  In  yachting,  a  broken  spar  across  the  loins, 
braining  by  the  block  of  a  threshing  tackle,  collision 
and  wreck,  or  an  involuntary  trip  overboard  ;  row- 
ing, rupture;  football,  a  general  disintegration  of 
the  body  and  bones,  and  so  on,  and  our  sea  angler 
risks  poison,  not  of  the  bowl,  but  of  the  poisoned 
spine  of  the  weaver,  nerve  trouble  from  the  bark 
of  the  captured  conger,  and  lastly  that  of  death  by 
drowning,  the  result  of  his  own  or  some  other  man 
or  woman's  carelessness,  pure  accident,  or  the 
unruly  winds  and  waves,  and  the  wonder  is  that  this 
death  has  been  so  rare  ;  the  records  of  the  society 
for  the  last  ten  years  supply  no  instance,  and  that 
in  a  membership  well  over  the  thousand.  To  be 
forewarned  and  forearmed  appeared  to  their  com- 
mittee common  prudence,  so  one  of  their  notable 
members,  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke,  at  their  instance, 
consented  to  prepare  and  read  a  paper  on  Wednes- 
day defining  these  dangers,  accompanied  by  a 
life  -  saving  demonstration.  No  easy  task  had 
been  set  for  him,  but  with  great  judgment  and 
skill,  and  no  small  amount  of  trouble,  he  succeeded 
in  giving  to  this  somewhat  hackneyed  subject  life 
and  interest.  An  admirable  swimmer  himself,  he 
was  able  to  demonstrate  from  a  dual  knowledge 
the  nature  of  the  risks,  their  avoidance,  and  how  to 
deal  with  them  when  experienced,  and  this  without 
being  tedious  or  commonplace.  To  become  a  good 
swimmer  was,  he  urged,  incumbent  upon  every 
decent  sea  angler;  to  be  always  cool,  to  fear  nothing, 
and  yet  be  prepared  always  to  know  what  to  do, 
and  to  be  able  to  do  it  on  the  instant ;  to  be  suit- 
ably clad,  especially  in  the  avoidance  of  the  fisher- 
man's traditional  boots  and  stockings ;  to  be  able 
to  undress  in  the  water,  to  lay  hold  of  a  drowning 
man  properly,  and  what  to  do  with  him  when 
rescued,  illustrated  by  demonstration  and  reference 
to  personal  experiences  of  some  note.  Mr.  ^Hyde 
enforced  the  duty  of  teaching  the  young  how 
to  live  in  the  water.  Mr.  Linfoot  described  suit- 
able garments.  Mr.  Kemp  said  a  waistcoat  of 
reindeer  wool,  cost  15s.,  would  support  any 
ordinary  man  in  the  water.  Mr.  Nickels  recom- 
mended an  air-cushion  with  a  lanyard  attached 
to  the  brace  button.  Mr.  Hyde  and  Mr. 
Edwards  urged  that  cork  "filled  cushions  should  form 
part  of  the  equipmsnt  of  every  sea  angler's  boat, 
and  were  indeed  fairly  common.  Mr.  Picbup,  the 
secretary,  called  members'  attention  to  page  90  of 
the  pocket-book  containing  full  instiuctiona  for 
rescuing  the  apparently  drowned,  and  related  a 
personal  incident  when  he  saved  the  life  of  a  man 
overboard  in  the  Indian  Ocean  by  promptly  cutting 
away  and  dropping  a  lifebuoy,  and  reported  that  a 
member  had  last  year  received  the  medal  for  saving 
life.  Mr.  Gordon  suggested  a  St.  John's  ambulance 
course  for  all  members,  instancing  its  use  to  him  on 
several  occasions.  The  landing  on  beaches  in  rough 
weather  was  next  spoken  of.  Mr.  Hubert  Bass,  in 
well  chosen  terms,  urged  men  not  to  "  bother  "  too 
much,  learn  to  swim  and  fear  naught.  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minchin  thanked  Mr.  Gordon  for  his  suggestion  as  to 
an  ambulance  class,  and  Mr.  Hyde  and  Air.  Edwards 
for  their  suggestion  as  to  cork  cushions.  The  com- 
mittee would  consider  and  probably  take  action  upon 
both,  and  try  and  secure  that  the  society's  boatmen 
should  provide  them  ;  it  was  greatly  to,  their  credit 
that  no  lite  had  been  lost.  H.  P. 
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WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY 
ARRAXGEMENTS. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Whitsuntide  excursions  will  run  from  Euston, 
^'ieto^ia,  Kensington,  Broad-street,  Woolwich,  and 
other  London  stations,  on  Thursday,  May  19,  to 
Uiiblin,  Cork,  Killamey,  Limerick,  Bray,  Grey- 
-    nes,  by  the  short  sea  route  vid  Holyliead  ;  also 
Greenore,    Belfast,    Londonderry,  Portrush, 
viinagh,  Bandoran,  Eruiiskillen,  Warrenpoint,  etc. 
On  Saturday,  May  21,  to  Londonderry,  vid  More- 
ciVinbe  or  Fleetwood.    On  Friday,  May  20,  to 
N'  irth  and  Central  Wales  and  Cambrian  line  stations. 
Returning  following  Monday,  Friday,  Monday  week, 
I  a-  Friday  week.    Also  to  South  Wales,  returning  the 
t'  illowing  Monday  or  Friday.    On  Friday,  May  20, 
to  Leicester,  Biu-ton,  Derby,'  North  Staffordshire 
line  stations,  Birkenhead,  and  Chester.    On  Friday 
night.  May  20,  for  eight  and  sixteen  xiays,  to 
Carlisle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Dunkeld, 
Elgin,  Inverness,  and  other  stations  in  the  North 
(  f    Scotland.     On   Friday    night.   May   20,  to 
Bolton,  Blackburn,  Preston,  Blackpool,  Hudders- 
tield,    Leeds,    etc.    On   Friday    night.    May  20, 
fur  three,  five,  and  seven  days,  and   on  Satur- 
<i  IV  night.  May  21,  for  two,  four,  and  six  daj's, 
Liverpool,   Manchester,    Warrington,  Stock- 
rt.    On  Friday  night.  May  20,  to  Carlisle,  Lan- 
^ter,  Jllorecambe,  and  the  English  Lake  District, 
riirning  following  Monday,  Wednesday,  or  Friday. 
On  Friday  night.  May  20,  "to  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man), 
vid  Liverpool.    On  Saturday,  May  21,  to  Douglas 
(Isle  of  Man),  vid  Fleetwood,  leaving  Euston  Station 
;i  t  7. 10  a.m.  Cheap  excursions  on  Saturday  evening, 
yiiiy  21,  to  Birmingham,  Dudley,  Dudley  Port, 
AValsall,  Wednesbury,  Wolverhampton,  Coventry, 
Leamington,   Kenilworth,  Warwick,   and  North- 
ampton, returning  to  London  on  Whit  Monday, 
:May  2.3,  Thursday,  May  26,  or  Friday,  May  27. 
Tlie  ticket  oflfices  at  Euston,  Broad-street,  Victoria 
(Pimlico),  Kensington,  and  Willesden  Jimction  will 
I'o  open  throughout  the  day  from  Monday,  May 
1  '1,  to  Whit  Monday,  May  23.  inclusive,  so  that 
[  issengers  wishing  to  obtain  tickets  can  do  so  at 
ly  time  of  the  day  prior  to  the  starting  of  the 
I  ins.    The  ordinary  and  tourist  tickets  will  be 
ted  to  suit  the  convenience  of  passengers.  All 
formation  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  Robert  TumbuU, 
iperintendent  of  the  Line,  Euston  Station  ;  or  of 
Mr.  F.  H.  Dent,  Broad-street  Station,  Eldon-street, 
i:  C.  (telephone  No.  6G4  Avenue  and  1429  London 
all).    The  Inquiry  Office  at  Euston   is  open 
loughout  the  day  (telephone  Nos.  429,  593,  and 
|  '  i3  King's  Cross).  

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  cheap 
fursion    bookings    on  Fridaj',   May  20,  from 
i.iverpool-street    and    Great    Eastern  suburban 
stations  to  Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  etc. 
'  iM  Saturday,  May  21,  to  Doncaster,  Hull,  Sheffield, 
■Iwinstowe  (for'the  Dukeries),  Chesterfield,  Man- 
1  ester,    York,    Scarborough,    Leeds,  Bradford, 
Wakefield,  Durham,  Newcastle,  etc.,  also  to  the 
I  I  incipal  towns  in  the  counties  of  Cambridge, 
I  Ifolk,  Norfolk,  etc.    A  special  booking  office  will 
opened  at  the  Liverpool-street  Station  from 
M  ay  16  to  May  21  for  the  issue  of  tourist,  fortnightly, 
I  riday  to  Wednesday,  and  other  tickets,  to  the 
aside  and  the  Broacls  district  for  use  on  forward 
■  tea.    Tickets  may  also  be  obtained  at  the  com- 
ny's  West-end  booking  offices,  12a,  Regent-street, 
<l.  New  Oxford-street,  21.5,  Edgware-road,  120, 
I'.iompton-road,  and  at  their  other  City  and  West- 
id  oOices.    Additional  and  rolieviTig  trains  will  bo 
t]  from  Liverpool-street  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
Colchester,    Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze, 
<swich,  Norwich,  Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft, 
irnbridgo,  Lynn,  etc.    On  Friday,  at  1.30  p.m.,  to 
.ichestcr,   Clacton,   Walton,   Ipswich,  Norwich, 
omor,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft.    On  Saturday 
9.55  a.m.,  4.5,  and  7.10  p.m.,  to  Colchester, 
i-iwich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft.    At  7.12  p.m., 
i'>  Felixstowe,  at  4..5,  p.m.  to  Clacton  and  Walton. 
Also  for  the  accommodation  of  persons  detained  at 
business  until  late  in  the  evening  of  Saturday, 
special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street 
at  12.20  night  for  Norwich,  vid  Cambridge,  at  12.25 
night  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  vid 
Ipswich,    calling    at    the    principal  intormodiato 
stations.    The  supper  train  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  at  12.3  night  for  Colchester  and  Clacton-on- 
Sea  HH  UHuai.     On  Bank  Holiday  excursion  trains 
will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  and  Fenchurch- 
street,    vid    Shenfield,    to    Southend-on-Sea  and 
Bumham-on-Crouch,  from  Liverpool-street  to  Clac- 
ton-on-Sea, Walton-on-Xttze,  Harwich,  Yarmouth, 
Hertford,  Cambridge,   and  Ely  ;    and  from  St. 
PancTJjuH  to  Yarmouth,  Cromer,  Cambridge,  Ely,  and 
Hertford.    Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  by  all 
trains  to  Popping  Forest,  Broxbourne  and  Rye 
House.    A  special  service  o£  trains  will  be  run  at 


frequent  intervals  from  Liverpool-street,  Fonchurch- 
street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to  Epping  Forest,  and  from 
Liverpool-street  to  Rye  House.  Several  of  the 
usual  up  expresses  (including  the  7.25  a.m.  and  1.40 
p.m.  from  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft)  will  not  run 
on  Whit  Monday,  but  will  run  instead  on  Whit 
Tuesday,  May  24,  on  which  date  restaurant  cars 
will  rim  on  7.25  a.m.  from  Yarmouth  and  7.40  a.m. 
from'Clacton-on-Sea.  On  Tuesday,  May  24,  special 
fast  trains  for  Liverpool-street  will  leave  Felixstowe 
(Town)  at  7. 10  a.m.,  Ipswich  7.43  a.m.,  Burnham-on- 
Crouch  at  8.57  a.m.  Restaurant  cars  are  rtm 
every  week-day  (BankTHolidays  excepted)  on  trains 
leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich 
and  Cromer,  and  at  5  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  on  up 
trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8  a.m.,  Norwich  8.46  a.m., 
and  Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

The  Great  Central  Railway  are  offering  ample 
and  admirable  facilities  to  those  desirous  of  spending 
the  holiday  at  places  reached  by  their  comfortable 
and  picturesque  route.  Excvirsions  are  announced 
from  London  (Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich, 
and  Metropolitan  stations,  to  all  the  principal 
towns  and  holiday  resorts  in  the  Midlands,  North 
of  England,  North-East  and  North-West  Coast 
watering  places,  and  Scotland.  Special  Expresses 
leave  Marylebone  at  12.5  and  12.20  midnight  Friday 
and  Saturday,  May  20  and  21,  and  there  are  several 
additional  fast  trains  on  Saturday,  May  21,  one  of 
which  departs  from  Marylebone  at  2.25  p.m.  and 
runs  to  Sheffield  without  a  stop.  The  information 
has  been  concisely  tabulated  in  the  form  of  an 
ABC  programme,  giving  the  times  of  starting, 
fares,  dates,  and  times  of  return,  etc.,  for  any 
station  (alphabetically  arranged)  which  can  be 
easily  seen  at  a  glance.  Copies  of  this  guide  can 
be  obtained,  free,  at  Marylebone  Station,  or  at  any 
of  the  company's  town  offices  and  agencies. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Special  Excursion  Tickets  will  be  issued  to 
Pans,  vid  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the  Service 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  May  19,  20, 
21,  and  22,  and  by  the  10.0  a.m.  and  2.20  p.m. 
Services  on  Saturday,  May  21.  They  will  also  be 
issued  by  the  Night  Mail  Service  leaving  Charing 
Cross  at  9.0  p.m.  and  Cannon-street  at  9.5  p.m., 
each  evening,  from  May  19  to  22  inclusive,  vid 
Dover  and  Calais.  Returning  from  Paris  at  2.40  p.m. 
vid  Boulogne,  or  8.40  p.m.  vid  Calais,  any  day 
within  14  days.  A  Cheap  Excursion  to  Boulogne 
will  leave  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
May  21  ;  returning  at  12.5  or  7.10  p.m.  on  Whit 
Monday.  Cheap  Return  Tickets  available  for 
8  days  will  be  issued  at  Charing  Cross  from  May  1 8 
to  23  inclusive,  available  by  the  10,0  a.m.  and 
2.20  p.m.  Services.  Similar  Tickets  will  also  be 
issued  to  Calais  by  the  9.0  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m. 
Services.  On  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit  Monday 
Special  Day  Excursions  will  be  run  to  Bou- 
logne and  Calais.  Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  by 
the  Calais,  Boulogne,  and  Ostend  routes  will  be 
issued  from  May  18  to  23  inclusive,  available  for 
8  days.  Special  Cheap  8-Day  Return  Tickets  to 
Amsterdam,  The  Hague,  and  other  Dutch  towns, 
vid  \  QueenhoTo'  and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from 
May  18  to  23  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and 
Holborn  at  9.25  a.m.  Cheap  8-Day  Return  Tickets 
to  Ostend  will  be  issued  from  May  18  to  23  inclusive. 
Special  Cheap  Tours  to  the  Belgian  Ardennes  by 
the  Calais,  Boulogne,  and  Ostend  routes  are  also 
announced.  During  the  Holidays  the  Continental 
Services  will  run  as  usual.  A  Special  Express  Train 
( Ist,  2nd,  and  3rd  CI.)  wilUeave  Victoria  for  Dover  Pier 
at  8.50  p.m. ,  calling  at  Heme  Hill,  on  May  20,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Calais  and  Ostend  Night  Steamers. 
The  Home  arrangements  are  as  follows  :  Cheap 
Return  Tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards, 
Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Herne 
Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Broadstairs, 
Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folke- 
stone, Shomcliffe,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  and  New  Rom- 
ney  (Littlestone-on-Sea),  will  be  issued  from  London 
by  certain  Trains  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  May  20 
and  21,  available  to  returnjon  Wednesday,  May  25, 
by  any  train  (Mail  and  Boat  Expresses  excepted). 
Cheap  Day  Excursions  on  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit 
Monday  will  be  run  from  the  principal  London 
Stations  to  Gravesend  (Rosherville  Gardens),  Ashford, 
Canterbury,  Deal,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Bex- 
hill,  Whitstable,  Herne  Bay,  Birchington,  Ramsgate, 
Broadstairs,  Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone, 
Dover,  etc.  Full  particulars  of  the  Excursions, 
Extension  of  Time  for  certain  Return  Tickets, 
Alterations  in  Train  Services,  etc.,  are  given  in  the 
Special  Holiday  Programme  and  Bills. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Tho  principal  trips  from  London  (Waterloo),  etc., 
are  as  follows  :— To  Paris,  w'a  Southampton,  Havre, 
and  Rouen,  on  May  19,  20,  and  21.    Return  fares. 


first  class,  30s.  3d.  ;  second  class,  30fl.  3d.  ;  and 
third  class,  2Gs.  To  St.  Malo  on  May  20,  to  Havre 
on  May  20  and  21  ;  fares,  24s.  6d.  To  Cherbourg 
on  May  21  ;  faro,  23s.  6d.  To  Guernsey  and  Jersey 
on  May  20  ;  fare,  22s.  Fast  excursions  on  Friday, 
May  20,  to  Basingstoke,  Winchester,  Romsoy, 
Southampton,  Fareham,  Cosham,  Cowos,  etc., 
return  May  30  or  June  6  ;  to  Isle  of  Wight,  East 
Southsea,  Portsmouth,  Midhurst,  Petersfiold,  etc., 
return  May  25  or  June  1.  On  Friday,  May  20,  and 
Saturday,  May  21,  to  Exeter,  Exmouth,  Oke- 
hampton.  Bade,  Launceston,  Camelford,  Wado- 
bridgo,  Bodmin,  Padstow,  Newquay,  North 
Tawton, Tavistock,  Devonport,  Plymouth,  Bidoford, 
Torrington,  Barnstaple,  Lynton,  llfracombe,  Credi- 
ton,  etc.  ;  on  Saturday,  May  21,  to  Weymouth, 
Portland,  Dorchester,  Wimborne,  Swanage.  Andovcr, 
Stockbridgo,  Amesbury,  Downton,  Fordingbridgo, 
Salisbury,  Sherborne,  Yeovil,  Seaton,  Lyme  Regis, 
Chard,  Budleigh  Salterton,  Sidmouth,  Crewkerne, 
Burnham,  Wells,  Radstock,  Bath,  Swindon,  Glou- 
cester, Cheltenham,  Marlborough,  etc.,  return  May 
23,  27,  30,  June  3  or  6.  To  Southampton,  Brocken- 
hurst,  Christchurch,  Boscombe,  Bournemouth,  etc., 
return  May  24,  26,  31,  and  June  2.  To  Lymington, 
Yarmouth,  Totland  Bay,  Branksome,  Poole,  Park- 
stone,  etc.,  return  May  24  or  31.  On  Whit  Sunday 
(for  one  or  two  days)  and  on  AVhit  Monday  (day 
trips)  to  Bournemouth,  Christchurch,  Lyndhurst- 
road,  Portsmouth,  Brockenhurst,  Southampton, 
Haslemere,  Midhurst,  Petersfield,  Havant,  Isle  of 
Wight,  etc.  On  Whit  Monday,  day  trips  to  Wey- 
movith,  Dorchester,  Swanage,  Wimborne,  Lyming- 
ton, Salisbury.  Romsey,  East  Southsea,  Winchester, 
Basingstoke,  Gosport,  Aldershot,  Farnham,  Guild- 
ford, etc.  Also  the  usual  excursions  to  subtirban 
and  riverside  stations.  'For  the  convenience  of 
those  who  may  wish  to  obtain  information  or  procure 
tickets  beforehand,  thereby  avoiding  delay  and 
trouble  at  Waterloo  and  other  London  stations,  the 
London  and  South- Western  Co.  will  keep  open 
their  London  offices  during  the  evenings  of  May  18, 
19,  20,  and  21.  Programmes  giving  full  particulars 
obtainable  at  these  offices  and  the  company's 
stations,  or  from  Mr.  Henry  Holmes,  Superiixteudent 
of  the  Line,  Waterloo  Station,  S.E. 


WEYMOUTH  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 


One  of  the  most  successful  gatherings  in  connec- 
tion with  any  of  the  organisations  for  the  benefit  of 
the  town  was  that  held  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
Weymouth  Angling  Association,  the  Weymouth 
Hotel  and  Restaurant,  on  May  4,  when  their  third 
annual  general  meeting  took  place,  followed  by  a 
smoking  concert.  The  president  (Dr.  A.  SL  Moore) 
presided  during  the  business  portion  of  the  meeting. 
He  was  supported  by  the  mayor  (Mr.  H.  J.  Groves), 
the  vice-president  (Mr.  E.  Sigrist),  Mr.  A.  H.  Roberts 
(hon.  treasurer),  Mr.  F.  J.  Motts  (hon.  secretary), 
and  Messrs.  A.  Hallett,  T.  J.  Templeman,  B.  Morris, 
J.  H.  Bowen,  H.  J.  Miller,  W.  M.  Bogue,  G.  Bowles, 
T.  WilUams,  P.  Bolt,  H.  G.  Gough,  H.  J.  Gough, 
H.  G,  Russell,  C.  J.  Russell,  W,  Moggeridge, 
and  many  others  interested  in  angling.  The 
president  said  this  being  their  annual  general 
meeting,  the  first  business  would  be  to  elect  the 
various  officers  in  connection  with  it  as  all  retired. 
He  then  vacated  the  chair,  which  was  taken  by  the 
mayor.  The  mayor  said  he  had  very  great  pleasure 
in  proposing  the  election  of  a  president  for  the 
coming  year.  He  was  sure  they  would  all  agree 
with  him,  judging  from  the  experience  of  the  past, 
that  they  could  not  do  better  than  elect  Dr.  Moore 
president  of  the  Weymouth  Angling  Association. 
Dr.  Moore  in  anything  he  took  up  threw  his  whole 
energies  into  it,  and  whether  in  public  work  or  in  a 
movement  of  this  kind  he  was  always  to  the  fore, 
and  did  everything  with  the  greatest  zeal  and  energy. 
The  resolution  was  carried.  The  president  thanked 
the  association  for  the  honour  they  had  again  con- 
ferred upon  him  and  would  do  his  best  through  another 
year.  The  hon.  sec.  read  a  long  and  interesting  report, 
which  was  eminently  satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 
The  report  of  the  hon.  treasurer  showed  that  there 
was  a  balance  at  the  bank  to  their  credit.  The 
vice-president  and  other  officers  were  elected,  when 
a  letter  was  read  from  the  late  secretary,  Mr.  F.  J. 
Motts,  regretting  that  other  duties  precluded  him 
from  continuing  in  that  office,  but  he  would  use 
every  effort  to  maintain  the  prestige  and  efficiency 
of  the  club.  Mr.  C.  J.  Russell,  a  fisherman,  and 
well-known  and  respected  in  the  town,  was  unani- 
mously elected  to  the  post  of  hon.  secretary.  This 
having  concluded  the  business  coimected  with  the 
meeting,  a  free  and  social  evening  followed  under 
the  genial  presidency  of  the  mayor.  The  president. 
Dr.  A.  M.  Moore,  then  delivered  an  eloquent  address, 
brimful  of  matters  of  great  interest  to  the  associa- 
tion, and  after  votes  of  thanks  to  the  mayor, 
vocalists  and  other  artists,  a  very  pleasant  evening 
was  brought  to  a  close. 
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goffings  be  i^c  i^ag. 

The  Right  Hon.  T.  F.  Halsey,  M.P.,  presided  at 
the  annual  dinner  of  that  well-known  angling 
society,  the  Watford  Piscators.  Mr.  C.  H.  Peacock 
occupied  the  vica-chair,  supported  by  a  large  and 
influential  company.  After  the  usual  loyal  toasts, 
the  chairman  proposed  the  "  Watford  Piscators," 
which  was  duly  honoured,  and  responded  to  by 
hon.  sec.  C.  H.  Peacock.  The  society  was  in  a  very 
flourishing  condition.  Songs,  recitations,  and  music 
were  given  during  the  evening.  The  club  waters 
contained  some  splendid  fish,  and  some  valuable 
prizes  were  distributed  to  the  successful  winners. 
A  well-deserved  testimonial  was  handed  to  Mr. 
Palmer  (the  late  hon.  sec.)  for  his  long  and  meri- 
torious services.  Other  toasts  followed,  including 
the  "Host  and  Hostess,"  for  their  admirable  cater- 
ing. Mr.  Thorpe  propased  the  toast  of  "The 
Visitors,"  which  was  responded  to  by  Messrs.  Evans 
and  Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak"),  and  an  extremely 
pleasant  evening  was  brought  to  a  close. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Walton  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  the  Anglers'  Hotel,  Walton- 
on-Thames,  on  May  5.  The  hon.  secretary,  Mr. 
George  Edmonds, reported  that  the  financial  position 
of  the  a?.sociation  was  in  a  very  healthy  state,  and 
the  piizes  won  were  as  follows  : — Perch. — Mr.  George 
Edmonds,  lib.  8ioz. ;  Mr.  F.  Wheatley,  lib.  3oz. 
Boach. — Mr.  George  Edmonds,  21b.  13Joz.  Bream. 
—Mr.  W.  W.  Dufheld,3lb.  2oz.  Chub.— Mr.  W.  W. 
Dufiield,  21b.  8oz.  Pike.— Mr.  W.  Wheatley,  81b.  5oz. 
The  annual  dinner  is  fixed  for  May  18.  When  the 
handsome  roach  caught  by  Mr.  Edmonds  was 
returned  from  Messrs.  Cooper,  a  great  many  people 
wanted  to  have  a  look  at  it,  and  Mrs.  Edmonds  with 
a  stroke  of  financial  genius  that  would  have  made 
the  fortune  of  many  a  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
determined  that  she  would  not  have  her  carpets 
worn  out  for  nothing.  A  box  was  rigged  up  and 
worked  on  the  principle  of  give  what  you  like,  and 
the  result  was  a  very  substantial  contribution  to 
the  funds  of  the  society.  I  have  seen  Mr.  Edmonds' 
splendid  roach  (both  in  the  flesh  and  in  the  case), 
but  would  willingly  help  to  wear  out  the  carpet 
just  to  have  another  look  at  it.  It  may  be  added 
that  Mr.  G.  Keswick,  M.P.  for  the  Epsom  Division, 
has  presented  the  Walton  AngUng  Association  with 
a  very  handsome  cup  for  the  best  roach  caught 
during  the  present  season. 


How's  this  for  high  ?  It  was  sent  from  Killaloe 
as  a  river  report  from  Shannon  and  Lough  Derg. 
Puzzle:  Find  the  fisliing.  "Welcome  to  thee. 
May !  Aye,  thiice  welcome,  for  to  us,  the  knights 
of  the  angle,  thou  bringest  joy,  as  henceforth  under 
thy  favouring  auspices  can  we  in  peaceful  solitude 
enjoy  our  fascinating,  all-absorbing  pastime,  which 
we  consider  worth  all  other  sports  put  together. 
Then,  when  angling,  are  we  not  frequently  in  the 
midst  of  enchanting  scenery  ?  Go  to  Lough  Derg 
on  a  summer  evening  in  the  direction  of  Belle 
Island,  or  Tenedos,  as  I  call  it,  when  the  waters  of 
the  lake  are  reposing  in  the  glory  of  sunset.  Put 
your  helm  about  and  steer  for  Derry  Castle.  Rest 
on  your  oars  and  look  towards  Tinnerana,  and  then 
tell  me  whether  your  eyes  ever  beheld  such  a  com- 
binationof  scenic  loveliness  ?  Buthowshallldescribe 
the  surpassing  loveliness  of  the  lake.  Simply  shall  I 
say,  '  Oh,  lovely  lough  !  What  heart  could  wish 
thee  more  beautiful  than  thou  art ! '  In  the  waters 
round  about  the  island  during  May  and  June  the 
big  brown  and  gillaroo  trout  most  do  congregate. 
What  'smashers'  the  angler  meets,  with  here — 
grand  follows,  up  to  61b.  Higher  up  again,  at  Tnis 
Cealtra,  or  Holy  Island,  the  scenery  is  finer  and  the 
trout  are  larger  still.  Our  only  companions  the 
wild  fowl  and  the  dear  song-birds — aye,  and  have  we 
not  blossom?,  buds,  and  trees,  and  peeping  flowers, 
the  crimson  and  purple  playing  on  the  mountains. 
Yes,  how  beautiful  are  they  !  The  insects  sporting 
in  the  sunbeam,  how  perfect !  What  a  quiet  soul- 
felt  sanctity  in  those  pure  deep  glimpses  of  heaven 
overhead — the  hills,  the  rivulets,  the  lake!  The 
turf  which  enamels  the  shore  is  rich  with  a  variety 
of  wild  flowers.  Yet  this  is  the  lovely  and  sporting 
region  which  anglers  but  seldom  visit  in  search  of 
spot  t  and  scenery."  [Eh!  what?  Guess  I'm  going 
to  O  ire  land  !J 


The  editor  of  The  ^Animal's  Friend  writes  to 
The  Tirnex  on  the  subject  of  '*  Broiled  live  lobster." 
He  says. — "  At  a  restaurant  in  the  Strand  there  is 
a  bill  in  the  window  announcing  that  '  Broiled  live 
lobster  '  will  be  supplied  within.  JSiot  having  heard 
of  this  barbarity  before,  and  thinking  the  words 
might  be  merely  a  fancy  title  for  some  innocent 
compound,  I  entered  and  asked  the  manager  what 
exactly  they  meant.  He  explained  to  me  that  the 
lobster,  having  its  claws  properly  secured,  was 


actually  put  over  the  fire  alive.  He  did  not  seem 
to  think  that  the  practice  needed  any  apology  or 
excuse,  and  when  I  suggested  to  him  that  it  seemed 
very  cruel,  he  replied  that  he  did  not  think  it  was 
worse  than  putting  the  lobster  into  boiling  water, 
which  waa  constantly  done,  and  that  it  was  soon 
over.  He  also  told  me  that  several  large  restaurants, 
the  names  of  which  he  mentioned,  are  in  the  habit 
of  supplying  this  dish.  Surely  under  the  Wild 
Animals  in  Captivity  Act,  which  it  has  been  shown 
can  protect  frogs  and  fish  from  over-orowding  in 
tanks,  this  wanton  barbarity  can  and  should  be 
stopped  at  once."  [Whether  the  lovely  lobster  suffers 
more  (or  any)  pain  either  broiled  or  boiled  I  cannot 
say.  But  Shakespeare  wanted  to  know  why  we 
should  "fardels"  bear  when  we  could  our  own 
quietus  make  with  a  bare  bodkin  ?  If  it  would  be 
more  humane  (and  no  angler  could  he  cruel),  why 
not  use  a  bodkin,  or  a  needle,  and  "thus  end  all 
record  of  our  crime"  ?j 

•  *  *  *  * 

Since  the  aVjove  was  in  typo  Mr.  .John  Colam, 
Secretary  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  writes  to  The  Time:*  as 
follows: — "Sir, — The  editor  of  the  Animals'  Friend 
having  been  attracted  by  a  window  placard  in  the 
Strand  which  advertised  •  Broiled  Live  Lobster 
within,'  and  deluded  by  a  shop  assistant  interested 
in  keeping  up  the  attraction,  apparently  sees  no 
distinction  of  value  between  proofs  discovered  in 
the  kitchen  of  the  restaurant  by  officers  of  this 
society,  engaged  in  making  an  inquiry  into  the 
truth  of  the  placard  referred  to,  and  a  mere  state- 
ment made  to  him  by  an  attendant,  which  is  not  a 
proof,  and  may  be  absolutely  false,  designed  only 
to  attract  purchasers.  On  the  different  occasions  of 
our  visits  (five  in  all)  ocular  demonstrations  in  the 
kitchen  have  shown  that  the  lobsters  are  killed  by 
a  stiletto  piercing  the  brain,  and  by  being  severed 
into  halves  from  head  to  tail  with  a  large  knife 
before  their  dead  bodies  are  broiled,  the  officers 
having  been  there  in  private  clothes  as  well  as  in 
uniforms,  and  present  two  or  three  hours  in  the 
busy  time  of  the  day,  and  having  witnessed  the 
killing  of  as  many  as  .30  lobsters  during  a  visit.  I 
ought  to  add  that  every  facility  has  been  given  by 
the  manager  for  our  investigators,  and  ample 
explanations  have  been  offered." 


The  Fisherman, 
The  fisher's  face  is  hard  to  read. 

His  eyes  are  deep  and  still  ; 
His  boots  have  crushed  a  pungent  weed 

Beside  a  far-off  rill. 
Oh,  early  lifted  he  the  latch 

And  sped  through  dew  away. 
But  when  we  ask  him  of  the  catch 

That  wets  to  mark  the  day. 
He  lifts  his  empty  hands  and  smiles : 
"  I  fished  for  hours,  I  fished  for  miles." 

The  fisher  has  an  open  mind, 

A  meditative  heart ; 
He  walks  companioned  by  the  wind 

Or  sits  alone,  apart. 
Within  some  stream-enchanted  dell. 

The  fish  about  him  play 
In  sweet  content.    They  know  fu'J  well 

That  friend  of  his  are  they. 
Dame  Nature  all  his  soul  beguiles 
With  murmurous  hours  and  emerald  miles. 

But  one  who  trod  the  path  he  took 

By  fragrant  woodland  ways. 
To  where  the  cold  trout-haunted  brook 

Ran  thick -leaved  from  the  gaze. 
Heard  him  but  sigh,  "  How  fair  it  is  ! 

My  God — and  what  am  I 
That  Thy  most  secret  harmonies 

Should  flood  the  ear  and  eye  ?" 
At  eve  with  empty  hands  he  sraQes  : 
"  I  caught  the  best  of  hours  and  miles." 

— Exchange. 


At  the  Gresham  on  Tuesday  evening  Mr.  J. 
Jackson,  hon.  secretary  of  the  Ambidextral  Culture 
Society,  kindly  read  a  paper  on  "  Ambidexterity  " 
written  by  Captain  Hart  Davis,  an  accomplished 
fly  fisherman,  who  casts  with  both  hands — one  at  a 
time,  of  course.  The  remarks  which  preceded  the 
paper  showed  that  Mr.  Jackson  had  thoroughly 
mastered  the  subject,  and  added  very  greatly  to 
the  enjoyment  of  the  audience  by  his  fine 
elocution.  It  would  be  a  great  boon  if  such  papers 
of  general  interest  could  be  afforded  to  other 
societies. 

if  *  *  »  * 

It  is  not  given  to  all  men  to  be  equally  dexterous 
with  both  hands.  Let  them  try  Mr.  Horace  Brown's 
first  lesson:  "With  the  left  hand  draw  a  square, 
and  at  the  same  time  with  the  right  hand  write  the 
word  '  square.' '!   The  squaxe  looked  more  like  a 


rectangular  parallelogram  I  Another  gentleman, 
known  as  "The  Squire,"  has  a  very  strong  objec- 
tion to  ambidextrous  gentlemen,  whatever  their 
occupation  may  be.  A  man  who  squints  is  equally 
objectionable,  because  you  do  not  know  which  is 
his  business  eye.  It  may  be  all  very  well  to  say 
that  the  use  of  both  hands  relieves  the  weary  fly 
fisher  when  casting.  So  it  does.  But  as  an  ambi- 
dextrous man  once  relieved  him  of  a  gold  watch 
with  one  hand  while  fixing  a  penny  rose  in  his  coat 
with  the  other,  he  does  not  like  the  breed. 


An  Irishman  walked  into  a  shop  the  other  day 
and  said  : — "  I  want  to  get  somethin'  fer  mournin' 
wear,  but  I  don't  know  exactly  what  the  coostom  is. 
What  do  they  be  wearin'  now  fer  mournin'  ?  "  "  It 
depends,"  exclaimed  the  salesman,  "  a  little  on  how 
near  the  relative  is  for  whom  you  wish  to  show  this 
mark  of  respect.  For  a  very  near  relative  you 
sliould  have  an  all  black  suit,  a  black  band  on 
your  hat,  and  black  gloves.  For  some  one  not  so 
near  and  dear  you  may  have  a  broad  band  of  black 
on  the  left  arm,  or  a  somewhat  narrower  one  for 
somebody  more  distant."  "  Och,  is  that  it  !  Well, 
thin,  gimme  a  shoe-string.    It's  me  woife's  mother." 


Eels  are  most  easily  caught  on  thundery  nights. 


But  for  the  sagacity  of  a  large  Newfoundland 
dog  the  inmates  of  the  New  Seaham  Colliery  Inn  at 
New  Seaham  would  have  been  either  suffocated  or 
burnt  to  death  by  a  fire  which  occurred  there 
recently  whilst  they  were  in  bed.  The  landlord, 
Mr.  Barrett  Murray,  was  awakened  by  the  dog 
barking,  and  found  the  place  inflames.  Mr.  Murray 
and  the  barmaid  escaped  unhurt,  but  the  barman, 
in  leaping  from  an  upstairs  window,  sustained  severe 
injury  to  one  leg,  whilst  the  dog  died  from  suffoca- 
tion before  it  could  be  saved. 


It  is  said  that  "  there  are  several  species  of  fish, 
reptiles,  and  insects  which  never  sleep.  Among  fish 
it  is  now  positively  known  that  pike,  salmon,  and 
goldfish  never  sleep  at  all  ;  also  that  there  are 
several  others  of  the  fish  family  that  never  sleep 
more  than  a  few  minutes  during  a  month.  There 
are  dozens  of  species  of  fhes  which  never  indulge  in 
slumber,  and  three  or  four  species  of  serpents  which 
the  naturalists  have  never  yet  been  able  to  catch 
napping." 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Colebrook' 
Angling  Society  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  next. 
May  18. 


On  May  5,  John  Warden,  aged  seventeen,  and 
William  Pearce,  aged  twenty-four,  were,  at  the 
instance  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board,  sum- 
moned for  being  in  the  unlawful  possession  of  a 
jack  at  South  Stoke  on  April  3  during  close  time. 
The  fish  had  obviously  been  snared  by  means  of  a 
wire,  as  the  mark  of  the  wire  was  plainly  visible. 
Warden  was  fined  5s.,  the  costs  being  remitted,  and 
Pearce  £1  including  costs. 


In  the  report  from  the  Anglers'  Hotel,  Pontoon, 
Foxford,  CO.  Mayo,  last  week,  it  was  stated  that 
Mr.  S.  Mossop's  largest  trout  was  lOlb.  It  should 
have  been  4Jlb. 


An  angler  who  had  been  fishing  went  into  a 
public-house  for  a  refresher,  and  seeing  a  friend 
there  asked  him  to  stand  a  drink.  "  Why  should 
I  stand  a  drink  ?  "  asked  the  friend.  "  Because  I 
am  a  dry-fly  man,"  was  the  response.  They  took 
on  the  wet,  and  made  it  fly. 


The  sea-gulls  of  Lake  Michigan  have  had  a 
severe  winter,  having  found  it  almost  impossible  to 
secure  food  because  of  the  lake  being  so  nearly 
frozen  over.  In  jsome  places  it  was  frozen  35  feet 
deep.  The  gulls  were  so  emaciated  when  they  found 
open  water  that  they  had  not  the  strength  to  get 
the  fish  they  longed  for.  The  gulls  which  frequent 
the  Thames  ^^between  Blackfriars  ^and  Waterloo 
bridges  had  a  much  better  time  of  it,  for  they  have 
been  fed  daily.by  many  hundreds  of  people — in  fact, 
it  was  a  second  edition  of  the  "  Zoo  "  at  holiday 
time.  But  the  gulls  have  left  us  ;  perhaps  they 
have  an  idea  that  "  the  summer  is  coming."  In 
their  place,  calmly  reposing  on  the  surface  of  the 
water,  may  now  be  seen  an  enormous  specimen  of 
the  English  buzzard — at  least,  that  is  the  name 
attached  to  it.  To  be  correct,  it  is  known  as 
"  H.M.S.  Buzzard,"  and  will  shortly  be  experimented 
upon  bv  a  large  number  of  naval  volunteers. 

Deagnet. 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
G.  H.  W. — The  following  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  March  12,  1904: — "Fence  Months, 
KivEK  Lea. — For  Salmon,  Salmon  Trout,  and 
Trout,  Sept.  29  to  April  30  (both  inclusive).  For 
Pike,  Jack,  and  Perch.  March  15  to  Aug.  1  (both 
inclusive).  For  Grayling,  Gudgeon,  Pope,  Dace, 
Crayfish,  Bleak,  and  Minnow,  March  31  to  June  15 
(both  inclusive).  For  Eels,  March  31  to  April  30 
(both  inclusive).  For  other  fish,  April  1  to  June  30 
(both  inclusive)." 


^Letters  to  the  Ebftor, 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondentsi\ 

SALMON-TROUT  IN  SPRING. 

Deak  Sik, — In  matters  piscatorial  a  man  may 
c  nly  speak  confidently  about  what  he  has  seen,  and 
not  always  about  that.  I  have  no  acquaintance 
with  the  -waters  of  the  Outer  Hebrides,  but  in  the 
course  of  many  seasons  of  spring  fishing  in  many 
different  rivers  of  the  mainland  I  have  caught,  and 
seen  caught,  many  hundreds  of  salmon-trout,  not 
one  of  which  was  rimning  up  from  the  sea.  The 
salmon-trout  so  caught  have  consisted  of  three 
different  classes — (1)  Large  fish,  originally  from  21b. 
to  4lb.,  unquestionable  kelts  ;  (2)  smaller  fish,  origi- 
nalh^  from  ^Ib.  to  lib.,  known  as  finnocks,  which  are 
freely  killed  and  eaten  ;  (3)  still  smaller  fish,  also 
termed  finnocks,  which  are  also  killed  by  thousands 
every  spring.  They  are  salmon-trotit  and  bull- 
trout in  the  smolt  stage,  descending  to  the  sea  for 
the  first  time,  and  it  is  illegal  to  kill  them. 

About  classes  (1)  and  (3)  I  fancy  most  observant 
anglers  are  agreed,  but  it  will  be  hard  to  convince 
some  people  about  class  (2).  I  entertain  no  doubt 
that  these  are  the  same  fish  in  the  kelt  stage  which 
entered  the  rivers  in  the  previous  August  and 
September  in  shoals  after  the  run  of  large 
salmon-trout  has  taken  place,  and  that  they  are 
salmon- trout  [Salmo  trutta)  in  the  grilse  stage. 
Unlike  salmon  kelts  they  feed  freely  during  their 
descent  to  the  sea,  and  recover  mvich  of  their  con- 
dition ;  but  their  flesh  is  poor  and  insipid  compared 
with  that  of  clean  run  foh.  If  I  am  right  in  my 
diagnosis  it  follows  that  these  fish  cannot  legally  be 
killed,  but,  as  a  matter  of  expediency,  I  do  not  think 
it  desirable  to  interfere  with  their  capture.  They 
fpafford  amusement  to  the  poorer  class  of  angler,  and 
.'  provide  wholesome,  if  not  particularly  palatable, 
food.  It  ig  quite  otherwise  with  class  (3) — smolts  in 
''i  the  silvery  stage.  I  have  known  a  single  rod  kill 
120  of  these  in  a  day.  There  must  have  been 
many  salmon  smolts  among  them,  although  the 
majority  doubtless  were  salmon-trout,  and  the 

P damage  that  may  be  done  to  a  fishery  in  this  way  is 
incalculable. — Yours  truly, 

Hebbebt  Maxwell. 


CONCERNING  SALMON  DISEASE. 

Dear  Sib, — With  regard  to  the  inquiries  of 
Professor  Dr.  Hofer  concerning  the  possibilities  of 
pollutions  of  the  rivers  I'ay  and  Lyon,  he  does  not 
iseem  to  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  salmon  disease 
is  known  in  rivers  in  Alaska,  British  Columbia,  and 
Canada,  where  no  pollutions  are  ever  possible. 
Although  Professor  Huxley  believed  the  fungus 
saprolegnia  to  be  the  actual  salmon  disease,  j'et  he 
discovered  that  though  sea  water  killed  the  sapro- 
legnia ferax,  yet  occasionally  fish  returned  to  the 
tlresh  water  with  a  small  area  of  diseased  skin  from 
hich  the  disease  again  spread.  There  is  no  ques- 
in  that  the  disease  is  very  infectious  or  contagious, 
in  a  low  state  of  the  river  with  overcrowding 
fish  the  disease  spreads  rapidly. 
Both  the  fungus  of  saprolegnia  as  also  the 
ial  bacillus  discovered  by  Mr.  Patterson  are 
to  lo.se  their  vitality  when  the  water  gets  above 
ertain  temperature.  Tlie  fact  that  grayling  (in 
Tweed)  suffer  so  much  from  a  similar  state  of 
aae  during  and  after  spawning  would  show  that 
ie  bacillus  is  not  quite  special  to  the  salmon. 
Tlie  one  point  that  all  interested  in  this  matter 
luld  try  and  discover  is  some  safe  remedy  that 
Id  kill  the  disease  without  killing  the  fish.  For 
iresent,  when  there  is  a  great  epidemic,  the  river 
hers  can  only  do  their  best  to  remove  all 
ased  fish  and  destroy  thorn  by  burning.  This 
ails  a  vast  mortality  amongst  the  kelts  which 
t  take  several  seasons  to  recoup  such  loss,  it 
quit6  possible  there  is  some  natural  good  in  this 
lesale  loss  of  fish,  as  in  some  of  the  Alaskan 
'era  no  fisli  are  said  to  ever  return  alive  to  the 
It  IS  only  two  or  tliree  winters  back  that  there 
a  heavy  mortality  from  salmon  disease  on  the 
eed,  and  yet  last  autumn  there  was  an  unprece- 
ted  run  of  salmon  in  that  river. — Yours  truly, 
J.  Kingston  Barton. 


FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 

"  Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  "  A.  S.  F.'s  "  questions 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  April  30,  I  may  say  that  I 
was  fishing  last  May  at  Diekirch,  staying  at  the 
Grand  Hotel  des  Ardennes,  which  is  very  comfort- 
able and  moderate,  the  best  hotel  probably  in  the 
Luxemburg  district.  I  got  a  dozen  good  trout 
without  wading  my  first  day  out,  weighing  together 
71b.  or  81b.  ;  and  several  days  had  good  sport  in  the 
beautiful  reaches  of  the  Haute  Sure  above  and  below 
Michelau,  the  scenery  of  which  reminds  one  of  the 
Usk  or  the  Dee.  One  day  after  a  freshet  the  four  or 
five  anglers  out  weighed  in  351b.  of  trout  between 
them,  which  is  not  bad  for  waters  which  must  be 
exceedingly  difficult  to  "  preserve."  The  hotel 
also  leases  a  smaller  stream,  wherein  trout  up  to 
21b.  and  good-sized  grayling  are  caught.  One 
usually  goes  by  train  to  both  fishings  ;  both  are  a 
couple  of  stations  or  so  away.  As  the  Sure  becomes 
lower  one  has  to  wade,  trout  become  scarcer,  and  a 
kind  of  silvery  chvtb,  called  "  Weissfisch,"  takes 
their  place.  But  the  angler  should  stay  if  he  can  for 
the  opening  (on  June  20)  of  the  coarse-fishing  season 
on  the  Basse  Sure,  which  is  ono  of  the  most  curious 
sights  I  ever  witnessed,  hundreds  of  big  fish  being 
caught  in  frame-nets  attached  to  long  poles  and 
flung  on  to  the  meadows  ;  the  net  is  only  down  in 
the  water  a  minute  or  so,  and  four  or  five  fish  are 
flung  out  of  it  each  time  perhaps.  The  hotel  fishings 
are  all  free  to  guests,  but  one  must  get  a  licence  from 
the  police,  which  costs  4fr.  or  5fr.  The  flies  I  found 
most  useful  were  March  Brown,  Yellow  Dun,  Olive 
Dun,  and  latterly  a  grey  hackle  grub  with  a  little 
silver  twist,  something  of  Usk  pattern  for  salmon, 
only  trout  size  of  course.  Local  anglers  seemed  to 
prefer  quite  large  trout-flies  ;  mine  were  medium. 
Monsievtr  Nelles,  the  obliging  manager  of  the  hotel, 
sends  an  excellent  little  descriptive  book  on  appli- 
cation. There  is  excellent  beer  to  be  had,  and  the 
hotel  keeps  a  cask  of  Scotch  whiskey  going  for  the 
benefit  of  sportsmen.  The  only  drawbacks  to  note 
are  the  dirtiness  of  the  third-class  railway  carriages 
and  the  quantity  of  motor-cars  which  put  up  at  the 
hotel,  arriving  at  all  hours  of  the  night,  and  defiling 
the  morning  air  with  their  noisome  stenches.  This 
nuisance  becomes  very  considerable  about  Whit- 
suntide.— Yours  truly,  P.  T.  W. 

[Much  obliged  to  "  P.  T.  W."  for  so  kindly  giving 
this  information.  Will  he  say  if  he  used  dry  or  wet 
fly  ?— Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  A.  S.  F."  with  reference 
to  fishing  in  the  Ardennes,  the  following  places  and 
hotels  may  be  of  use  : — Eprave :  Hotel  accom- 
modation ;  some  large  trout,  especially  near  Villiers. 
Aywaille  :  Hotel  de  Luxemburg,  on  the  river 
Ambleve  ;  good.  Stavelot :  Hotel  d' Orange  ;  there 
is  a  good  river  near  this  place  towards  the  German 
frontier.  The  "  Angler's  Diary"  (Field  Office)  and 
Scudamore's  "  Belgium  and  the  Belgians  "  (Black- 
wood) give  some  information  on  this  subject. 
Small  flies  and  hackles  are  useful. — Yours  truly, 

Camberley.  R.  L. 


FLY   CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  Mr.  Hardy 
commits  himself  to  the  defence  of  the  honour  of 
English  rod-makers  in  the  matter  of  light  rods. 
But  do  not  let  him  be  under  any  misapprehension. 
It  will  not  be  merely  light  rod  against  light  rod. 
He  will  have  to  defend  his  laurels  ^vith  single- 
handed  rods  of  any  weight  against  6oz.  Transatlantic 
canes  ;  and  if  some  of  the  American  champions  are 
over  here,  he  must  be  prepared  to  beat  thirty-five 
yards  with  a  rod  not  exceeding  eleven  feet.  No 
one  will  be  more  pleased  to  see  this  done  by  him  or 
any  English  maker  than  the  writer.  And  if  it  can 
be  done  with  a  rod  of  ten  feet  and  less  than  6oz., 
including  a  solid  reel  seat,  that  will  be  still  more 
satisfactory. — Yours  truly.  Nous  Verrons 

THE  FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING  TOURNAMENT 
AT  THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  IN  JULY. 

Dear  Sir, — T  cannot  agree  with  your  correspon- 
dent, J.  J.  Hardy,  who  writes  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  May  7  suggesting  that  the  rules  of  the  above 
competition  should  exclude  all  salmon  rods  over 
18ft.,  his  reason  being  that  nothing  over  18ft.  is 
used  nowadays,  the  more  general  lengths  being  16ft. 
to  17ft.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  Messrs. 
Hardy  Bros.'  17ft.  to  18ft.  cane-built  rods  with 
steel  centres  may  bo  just  as  serviceable  as  a  19ft. 
grconheart  of  another  make  ;  but  there  must  be 
many  more  anglers  like  myself  who  cannot  run  to 
the  expense  of  having  one  of  those  beautifully 
finished  rods  costing  from  £8  to  £12.  I  take  it  that 
this  competition  will  be  for  anglers  to  test  their 
skill  in  casting  with  the  rods  they  have  been  accus- 
tomed to  fish  with.    Take,  for  example,  my  own 


case.  I  havo  always  boon  in  the  habit  of  using  a 
19ft.  rod  on  a  certain  river  in  Scotland,  upon  which 
I  consider  it  most  essential  that  one  should  use  a 
rod  of  this  length  in  order  to  be  able  to  cover  all 
the  water,  especially  when  the' river  is  in  flood; 
and  not  only  that,  for  I  consider  the  extra  length 
very  useful  when  one  has  to  raise  the  point  of  tho 
rod  in  order  to  clear  the  line  of  rocks  in  tho  middle 
of  tho  river  when  a  fish  is  being  played. 
-  I  have  noticed  many  anglers  on  this  certain  river 
fishing  with  those  beautiful  short  cane  rods,  and  I 
havo  never  yet  seen  one  able  to  cover  the  water 
properly.  Of  course  I  don't  wish  to  infer  that  one 
should  always  use  a  rod  of  19ft.,  as  I  very  often 
myself  use  one  of  just  under  18ft.  when  the  river  is 
low,  and  in  one  or  two  pools  which  do  not  require 
quite  such  a  long  line  to  cover  the  best  spots  where 
the  fish  take  the  fly. 

I  think  it  would  be  a  great  pity  if  the  committee 
of  the  tournament  do  not  have  a  competition  for 
rods  of  19ft.  or  20ft.  I  see  no  reason  why  there 
should  not  be  a  class  for  two  or  three  different 
lengths  of  salmon  rods.  This  would  give  everybody 
a  chance  of  competing,  otherwise  if  the  competition 
was  to  be  limited  to  one  length  of  rod  only,  as  Mr. 
Hardy  suggests,  it  would  practically  mean  limiting 
the  competition  to  the  rich  and  tackle  makers. 
Let  it  be  a  competition  for  both  the  rich  and  the 
poor. — Yours  truly,  D.  C.  M. 

CLEAN  SPRING  SEA-TROUT. 

Dear  Mr.  Makston, — I  have  read  with  interest 
the  various  letters  which  have  appeared  in  your 
journal  re  clean  spring  sea-trout.  So  far  as  I  know, 
there  is  no  room  to  doubt  but  that  both  clean  and 
kelt  sea-trout  are  taken  in  the  spring  in  most  of  the 
north-east  coast  rivers.  They  are  not,  however, 
difficult  to  distinguish,  and  tho  kelt  generally  goes 
back  to  his  native  element. 

My  spring  fishing  is  mostly  confined  to  salmon 
fishing,  and  the  only  considerable  experience  I  have 
of  spring  sea-trout  is  on  the  river  Aln,  which  runs 
past  my  house.  The  Aln  is  largely  frequented  by 
sea  or  bull  trout  (although  why  bull  trout  ?),  but 
this  is  not  the  question  at  present.  These  fish  in 
the  clean  state  are  present  in  the  river  from  June 
onwards.  During  October  and  November  there  are 
great  runs  of  them,  many  of  the  fish  being  up  to 
151b.,  and  I  have  known  them  killed  over  201b. 

Now,  in  February  (in  the  tidal  water)  we  get  a 
few  fish  of  about  lib.  in  weight,  locally  called 
"  whitlings,"  and  many  have  been  the  discussions 
as  to  whether  they  are  sea-trout  or  a  separate 
variety,  many  of  the  local  anglers  holding  the  latter 
view,  and  in  support  of  their  theory  they  point  to 
the  fact  that  sea-trout  of  the  same  size  are  caught, 
and  differ  a  great  deal  from  the  so-called  "  whitling." 
This  is  quite  true,  aslhavehad  them  both  of  the  same 
size  and  weight  on  the  same  day,  and  laid  them  side 
by  side  and  invited  friends  here  to  examine  them, 
when  they  say,  "  One  is  a  sea-trout  and  the  other  a 
'  whitling.'  "  However,  I  am  of  opinion  that  both 
fish  are  of  the  same  species,  and  that  the  difference 
between  them  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  one 
is  a  male  (mended  kelt)  and  the  other  an  un- 
,  f  spawned  female.  In  all  migratory  salmonidae  we 
know  that  the  males  come  to  maturity  and  will  milt 
when  about  two  years  old,  whereas  the  female  is 
nearer  four  before  she  sheds  her  ova. 

These  small  cleansea-trout  are,  I  think,  the  females. 
They  are  fine,  hard  little  fish,  and  very  game.  On 
the  table  they  are  a  beautiful  pink  colour  in  the 
flesh — not  the  dull  orange-yellow  colour  of  a  grown 
sea-trout — and  full  of  curd.  I  only  wish  there  were 
more  of  them,  but  one  is  lucky  to  get  two  in  an 
afternoon.  This  season  I  have  several  times  had 
two,  and  once  three,  on  which  day  I  played  another 
one,  but  when  I  had  drawn  him  into  shoal  water  the 
hook  came  away.  Instead  of  using  my  net  I  tried  to 
throw  him  out  with  my  foot,  but  only  succeeded  in 
kicking  him  in. — Yours  truly, 

Alnbrae,  Alnmouth.        John  James  Hardy. 


THE  LAMENTATIONS  OF  "  LANDRAIL." 

De.\r  Sir, — Job  wished  that  liis  adversary  had 
written  a  book.  Well,  it  is  a  thankless  task,  not 
for  what  you  write,  but  for  what  you  have  to  explain. 
But  I  would  wish  for  no  gentler  critic  or  for  one 
with  more  acumen  (if  he  exists)  than  "  Val  Conson," 
who  is  a  model.  Before  he  leaves  this  world  I  wish 
him  length  of  days  and  power  either  to  ^^ield  a  pen 
or  cast  a  fly  for  many  years  to  come.  He  graces 
your  pages  with  valuable  information,  and  makes 
many  of  yoiu'  readers  liis  glad  debtors  for  the  willing 
and  kindly  communications  he  for%vards.  But,  Sn, 
I  wish  he  would  go  further  and  give  the  anghng 
world  more  of  liis  valuable  knowledge  on  fly  fisliing 
and  fly  dressing.  "  Athenian  "  passed  away  ere  it 
was  yet  noon  to  your  sorrow  and  our  loss.  Wliat 
would  we  have  given  had  a  "  cliiel  "  been  present 
and  published  notes  of  the  conversations  on  dressing 
flies  between  Messrs.  Hall  and  Maryatt.    I  think 
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ANOLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  «&c. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


The  Fishing  began  on  March  i.    Boats  and 
Rooms  should  be  booked  early. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  ROUGH  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET. 

Modern  Hotel,  with  every  Convenience  and  Comfort  for  Anglers. 

PSNSIOISr,   lOa.  6d.   A  DAY. 

Station :  Llanfyllin.  Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL, 


S.   WAIVES  S, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.  AUsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.    G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Bailways," 
"  Truly  cm  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Tlie  siinuiimliui;  I'ountiy  now  in  fresh  sjiriiiji 
lieanty.  (iiilJen  timse  and  fnrse  in  full  hlooni. 
Nightingales  anil  other  song  birds  abound.  "A 
charniins!:  spot  to  visit." 


Coarse  Fishing  REOPENS  June  15. 

Trout  now  Feeding.    Largest  Fish  caught  to 
date,  2i  and  3  lbs.  each. 

GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3{  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  Is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel. 


Telegrams :  Griffiths,  Frhnsham  Ponb.Chcrt. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS.  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Blendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Kaach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Ii'resh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZBS  uv  FISH : 

Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inch, 

(Jhub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  inch. 

Rudd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.        |      Gudgeon,  1  Inch. 

Coarse  Fishing  closed  until  June  15. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  tor  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  Is.  M.  per 
day,  Winter  ;  it.  6(2.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  Hi  lbs. 
Good  lea  fishing. 

W.  VICKKRY,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  6,'.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C,  &c.— Address  Propkiktok. 

BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

AnffUng  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Neldeb,  Proprietor. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors;  lovely  scenery;  comfortable; 
terras  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address:  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams: "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


CLOTH  BINDINQ  OASES 

FOR  THK 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BB  HAD  AT  THB 

Publithing  Office,  8t.  Dunttan^t  Houte,  E,  C. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.  Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charging  apparatus. 

M.  WALTERS. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
liiials  Free  to  Vi.siturs.  Boatmen,  4./-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  Kiver  I'oycis,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodorgan,  Anglesey. 

_  _  .  v 

CORON  X^AKS. 

The  above  is  the  best  in  North  Wales  for  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lake).  Can  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  or  Bait.  Boats  thorouglily  up-to-date 
anil  free  to  Anglers.  Sail  or  row  Ixiats.  Perch, 
Itoacb,  Sea  and  River  Trouting  within  easy 
distances.  Cuisine,  Wines,  &c.,  of  best  quality. 
Terms  moderate. 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


KILLIN  HOTEL, 

Loch  Tay,  Perthshire,  N.B. 

Fine.st  Salmon  Fishing  in  Scotland.  Charges 
for  right  of  Fishing,  viz.  :  Hotel  H'ater,  £.1  jier 
Salmon  caught  up  to  five— then  free ;  Jieneroed 
Water,  £8  per  week,  or  30/-  a  day.  No  charge  is 
made  for  the  use  of  the  boats.  Fishing  from 
the  15th  of  January  till  end  of  May.— For 
further  particulars  apply  to  H.  J.  KniQUT. 
Nt)TB  : — All  fish  are  retained  by  anglers. 


St.  Mary's  Loch,  , 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Kishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Meggct  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  i. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Slime  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

8.  J.  HURLEY. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL 

BALUNROBE,  CO,  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Trout, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Irelan*«rx)ugh» 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1^  mllei 
alstant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Xermi 
on  applloatlor.  Special  to  a  Party. 
  T.  8TANNER.S,  Proprietor. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Gal  way,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corril),  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.  Hotel  tariff  moderate. 
  T.  NAUam  ON,  Propriet/ir. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloglians,  Ballina,  Mayo, 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISUINU  on  four  louglis  — Conn,  Cullen,  Derrv- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  ,64  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
ll.shing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  .'5«.  each  j)er  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  hmcheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Pioprii  tor,  1'.  CLARKE. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing.  The  Uwecdore  River  and  famous 
Loughanure.  The  Hotel  is  on  the  verj'  brink  of 
River  and  wilhin  a  few  minutes' walk  of  the  best 
Salmon  Pools.  A  two-horse  Wagonette  leaves 
the  Hotel  every  morning  for  the  Lake.  A  new 
wing  was  ailded  to  Hotel  with  bathroom  and 
lavatory  complete.  Very  Moderate  Terms.  Apply, 
PROPRIETOR,  THE  HOTEL, 

iJroUy  Jiridiie,  Utreedore. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 


SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TRODT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  dc-ite.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  <$:c.  New. 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglei-s'  Board,  fix.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  1».  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5«.  per  day.  Clieaper  Angling 
terms  on  I'pjier  Water. — Address  Managekkss.  , 


This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  nbu-resideut  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 

THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


THE  MOURNE,  eo.  TYRONE. 

Best  Spring  Trout  Fishing  in  Ireland, 
on  the  Preserved  Waters  of  the  Mourue, 
Strule,  Glenelly,  Derg,  &c.  Season 
opened  April  1. — For  terms,  apply  to 
Mrs.  Marshall, 

ABERCORN  HOTEL, 

NEWTOWNSTEWART,  IRELAND. 

NORWAY. 

GOOD  TROUT    FISHING    in  both 
streams  and  lakes  may  be  had  at 

YINJE  HOTEL, 

Vossestranden,  rid  Bergen.  The  Hotel 
is  between  Voss  and  Gudvaugen,  about  six 
hours'  journey  from  Bergen,  has  com- 
fortable bedrooms,  bathroom,  and  excel- 
lent table.  Reference  to  Dr.  Salvia 
Paltiiison,  Tynemouth,  Northumberland, 
is  permitted. 


CONNEMARA. 

MOUNT  GABLE  HOTEL, 

Clonbur,  Ireland, 

Is  the  only  hotel  that  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib 
can  be  fished  from  to  advantage.  Within  twelve 
mimites'  drive  of  either  Lough.  Conveyance  from 
station  and  to  Fishing  free.  No  e.\tras.— Apply, 
John  A.  Joycb,  J. P. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Piclures(|uely  situated  (m  West  Coast,  .-md  in  closi^  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  llshing  attached  to  it. 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badcall  3  miles  distant.  .  ^ 

SEA    FISniXG.  EXTENSIVK   BOATING   AND  HIRING. 

N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

Bright,  lii.K  inu'  ;iir;  Hotel  acUoins  sea  coast  and  lake, 
and  stiiii'l.^  ill  r.  nire  of  a  capital  sportin?  9-hoIe  golf 
links,  l.alie  Tmrtells,  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan.  75 
acres,  arc-  nnw  inL-luded  in  proprietor's  fishing  :  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  Fishing;  boats  on  all  lakes  included  in 
moderate  taritf  Several  miles  of  Tmnt  Fishing  on 
Kiver  ('rvgill.  ™fet  in  the  early  season,  opened  March  1. 
A  MODKRN  HOUSE,  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea.  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Movni- 
tains.  with  same  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel,  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address.  T.  J.  COTTUELL.  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modern  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogie.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.  Particulars  from  WILLIAM 
DONALDSON,  Manager. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


HARRIS  HOTEL, 

Tarbert,  Island  of  Harris, 

First-rate  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July  1.  Telegrams :  "  Hotel 
Harris."  William  J.  Cameeon  (for 
eight  j'ears  proprietor  of  Taychreggan 
Hotel,  Lochawe). 


ALTNAGEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 


Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  seasons  catch  : 
14,615  Trout,  2tons,  3cwt.,  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.— Par- 
ticulars on  application  to 

JOHN  INIcDONALD,  Proprietor. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 
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among  your  readers  there  are  many  who  could  if 
they  would  benefit  your  readers  if  they  placed  on 
record  their  views  and  experiences  on  these  matters. 
Are  they  too  bashful  or  nervous,  or  too  idle  ?  As 
to  wet-fly  dressing,  what  work  equals  that  of  the 
late  F.  Francis  ?  and  if  I  were  the  publishers,  I 
would  have  it  re-edited  with  copious  footnotes  and 
a  section  for  dry  flies.  Surely  all  the  giants  have 
not  passed  away  ?  What  do  the  present  generation 
know  about  detached  bodies,  the  merits  of  horsehair 
or  gut  ?  Who  is  to  enlighten  us  ?  Every  time  I 
read  "  V.  C.'s "  letters  I  murmur,  "  Oh,  that  he 
would  tell  us  all  or  most  of  what  he  does  know  !  " 
Rod,  line,  and  gut  need  to  be  good  and  cost  high, 
but  what  about  the  fly  ?  How  do  the  makers  get 
paid  for  their  exquisite  work  ?  Do  they  ?  How 
beautiful  most  of  them  are  !  I  have  just  been 
examining  some  from  a  Scotch  house  ;  they  are 
\\orks  of  art,  just  as  much  as  the  products  of  an 
artist's  brush — "  things  of  beauty  and  joys  for 
ever."  They  seem  too  good  to  use.  But  if  not 
labelled,  I  should  not  have  been  able  to  name 
them.  \Mio  is  to  settle  which  are  the  orthodox 
dressings  ?  I  have  had  abortions  oiJered  me  which 
would  give  fits  to  Halford,  Francis,  or  old  Izaak. 
They  would  affright  even  an  imsopliisticated  German 
trout.  I  durst  not  purchase  or  offer  one  to  an 
innocent  brook,  yearling,  let  alone  a  wary  reservoir 
one. 

Could  your  readers  tell  me  what  F.  Francis 
meant  by  Dark  Mallard  ?  Is  it  the  dark  natural 
feather  from  the  sides  of  the  back,  or  is  it  the  side 
feathers  dyed  brown  ?  If  dyed,  how  is  the  colour 
produced  ?  I  tried  fifteen  grains  aniline  brown  in 
one  pint  of  water,  but  only  got  a  red  brown,  very 
nice,  but  not  the  pure  brown  which  looks  so  well  on 
the  Mallard  wing  of  some  loch  flies. 

As  to  silk — where,  oh  where  is  it  to  be  got  ? 
!Most  of  that  sold  is  tender,  too  tender  to  be  true. 
I  was  told  "  Maygrove's  "  silks  were  good.  But 
who  is  he  ?  Where  does  he  live  ?  Why  does  he 
not  advertise  ?  Something  dependable  is  wanted 
that  won't  make  you  say  "  Embankment." 

Then,  Sir,  what  purpose  does  the  Fly  Fishers' 
C  hib  exist  for  ?  Certainly  one  reason  is  given 
when  it  presents  on  its  menu  card,  "  W.  H.  Grenfell, 
Esq.,  in  the  chair."  I  chuckled  over  the  idea, 
while  a  youngster  was  delighted  with  the  black 
gaffsman. ,  If  I  were  a  sans-culotte,  I  would  raid 
its  hackle  drawers.  As  I  read  the  account  of  its 
filmy  treasures,  I  exclaimed  with  Blucher,  "  Vot  a 
place  to  sack  !  "  Is  not  a  description  of  the  leading 
kinds  wanted  ?  The  secretary  asks  for  specimens 
of  north  country  flies.  For  what  purpose  ?  To 
shut  them  up  for  none  but  a  favoured  clientele  to 
gaze  on.  Does  he  offer  in  return  the  loan  of 
specimen  sheets  of  its  unique  collection  of  hackles, 
or  nothing  but  thanks  ?  When  I  read  your  obituary 
notice  of  an  angling  friend,  you  spoke  of  his  admir- 
able collection  of  feather  and  fur.  I  thought  were 
I  his  executor  I  would  divide  it  into  sample  lots 
and  offer  as  such.  If  I  were  a  Rothschild,  I  would 
loimd  a  "  hackle  "  club,  the  first  law  to  be  that 
rhu-omolithographs  of  standard  hackles  be  issued 

to  the  angling  world  at  per  sheet.    The  second, 

that  all  makers  of  angling  flies  shall  submit  their 
patterns  and  work  to  the  decision  of  the  committee, 
glaring  defections  to  be  destroyed  and  names 
advertised.  These  two  laws  would  be  sufficient. 
They  would  take  all  the  time  of  the  committee  and 
!)l)Sorb  all  the  subscriptions.  But  the  race  of  fly 
tiers  and  purchasers  would  benefit. 

In  the  letters  on  wax,  I  missed  any  reference  to 
what  it  was  used  for.  Is  it  to  strengthen  the 
tender  silk  ?  Is  it  to  protect  the  parts  of  the  fly,  and 
hold  them  by  its  adhesiveness  together,  or  what  ? 
Cobblers'  wax  was  decried,  so  was  "  Athenian's  " 
liquid  wax,  and  said  to  spoil  the  tender  colours  of 
the  aniline  dyed  silk.  Quite  true  the  olden  silk 
was  not  so  tender  and  was  dyed  with  permanent 
colours.  If  we  know  its  purpose,  remedies  can  bo 
.  md.    Is  it  adhesiveness  for  dubbing  ?— then  a 

u  pentineor'any  slow  volatile  solvent  could  be  used 
I  'T  a  pale  or  "  virgin  "  resin  ;  is  it  to  strengthen  ? — 
then  shoemaker's  wax  will  do  for  red  or  dark  colours. 
1  know  a  maker  who  pulls  his  well,  and  gets  a 
I'etter  price  than  the  shops  do,  and  it  stands  better. 
Nothing  beats  pitch  for  tenacity.  If  lanoline  is 
used  instea*!  of  tallow  in  Francis's  recipe,  it  makes  a 
paler  produc-t  than  tallow  or  lard.  What  I  want 
'  .  know  is,  what  is  it  used  for  ?— this  once  settled, 

I!  difficulty  may  be  met.    Who  will  lay  down  the 

quiroments  ?    I  volimteer  to  make  experimental 

liitions.    Some  one  will  perhaps  offer  to  test  it  on 

Ik  or  on  fine  flax  thread,  which  is  as  strong,  in  my 
o[,inion,  as  the  commercial  silk  of  the  present  day. 

One  word  to  you,  Mr.  Editor.  You  said  it  was 
•it  necessary  to  have  an  intimate  knowledge  of 

itnral  flies.  Admitted,  but  if  an  angler  had  a 
I  iidirnentary  ac;quaintance  with  entomology,  it 
would  he  better.  No  need  then  to  walk  half  a 
rtiilo  to  int«!rview  the  authority  who  fishes  the 
['luce  as  to  what  fly  is  on.    I  for  one  should  like  to 


know  something  as  to  colour  of  wings,  body,  and 
legs  of  leading  natural  flies.  Cannot  you  supply  it 
in  a  series  of  articles  ? — Yours  enviously, 

Doncaster.  Landrail. 

SALMON  LURE. 

Dear  Sib, — Every  midsummer  a  number  of  us 
take  a  trip  to'  the  coast  and  "  go  for  "  sea-trout, 
which  we  get  up  to  61b.  in  weight.  We  spin  natural 
sand-eels  on  Archer  tackle  from  a  boat  in  a  long, 
narrow  bay  when  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows.  Many 
salmon  occasionally  come  in  along  with  the  sea- 
trout  and  make  their  way  up  the  river,  which  flows 
into  the  baj^  at  its  head,  but  it  is  very  rarely  one  of 
them  will  accept  the  sand-eel,  which,  to  say  the 
least,  is  provoking.  Last  summer  preserved  dace 
and  gudgeons,  as  well  as  various  artificial  minnows, 
were  tried,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  Any  likely 
suggestions  would  be  hailed  with  gratitude  by  the 
fraternity. — Yours  truly,  Spes. 

Pitlochry,  N.B. 

FISHING  ON  THE  WAVENEY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  intend  having  a  fishing  holiday  on 
the  River  Waveney  this  year  about  August  or 
September :  would  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  let  me  know  whether  the  roach  and  bream 
fishing  is  good  or  not,  whether  it  compares  favour- 
ably with  the  Yare,  and  would  you  also  give  me  a 
locality  should  you  know  one  ? — and  oblige,  yours 
truly,  H.  S. 


LEVER-PULL  SEA  LEDGER  BOOM. 

Dear  Sir, — I  herewith  send  you  a  sample  of  a 
sea  ledger  boom  I  have  just  registered,  and  would 
be  glad  if  you  will  kindly  notice  it  in  your  valuable 
paper. 

This  contrivance  acts  as  a  lever  pull,  the  same  as 
a  bell  crank ;  the  cork  ensures  the  correct  (upright) 
setting  of  same.    The  pull  is  6in.,  and  total  12in. 


c 


C .  CORK 
L.  LEAD 


before  the  lead  is  pulled.  I  used  this  boom  with 
one  swivel  and  no  cork  last  season  very  satisfactorily, 
but  the  improvements  leave  nothing  wanting. — 
Yours  truly,  G.  Lodge. 

112,  Whidborne-buildings,  W.C. 

FISHING  IN  NORMANDY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  to  you  or 
to  any  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  can  tell  me 
what  trout  fishing  of  any  good  there  is  to  be  had  in 
either  Normandy  or  Brittany,  especially  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Dieppe. 

About  a  year  ago  there  appeared  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette' &  letter  headed  "Fishing  with  a  Map," 
referring  to  the  Dieppe  district  ;  will  anyone  be 
kind  enough  to  remind  me  of  the  name  of  the  river 
and  the  quarters  which  were  recommended  ? 
Further  information,  I  need  hardly  add,  will  be 
duly  appreciated  by — Yours  truly, 

Ernest  R.  Taylor. 

P.S. — Should  be  glad  to  hear  of  anyone  who 
intends  taking  an  angling  holiday  in  the  above 
districts  next  June  or  July  who  cares  for  company. 

INGLORIOUS  CAPTURE  OF  A  26LB.  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Of  late  the  river  Severn  has  been 
running  fairly  high,  and  netting  operations  for 
salmon  have  been  attended  with  more  than  usual 

success. 

On  April  23,  when  the  nets  were  taken  up  at  Old 
Fleet,  distant  eight  miles  above  Worcester,  a  huge 
pike  was  discovered  amongst  the  shimmering  mass 
of  entangled  salmon  ;  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Clayton,  a 
well-known  Birmingham  sportsman,  who  was  in  the 
vicinity  at  the  time,  with  tlie  object  of  having  it 
mounted,  obtained  possession  of  this  specimen  fish, 
which  later  in  the  day  he  brought  to  Dingley's 
Hotel,  Birmingham,  whore  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  largest  pike  of  my  experience,  although 
the  circumstances  of  its  capture  dulled  the  enthu- 
siasm that  under  other  conditions  would  have  been 
supreme.  But  I  am  told  that  this  leviathan— 
which  happily  was  a  male  and  turned  the  scale  at 
201b. — when  taken  out  of  the  nets  was  in  a  hopeless 
state  of  collapse  ;  so  this  plea  set  up  by  the  fisher- 


men for  controverting  the  laws  in  respect  of  the 
clo.so  seasoh  for  coarse  fish  palliates  in  a  measure 
the  retention  of  the  fish. 

Tlio  burning  question  of  the  moment  was  :  What 
was  to  be  done  with  Esox  lucius  ?  Mr.  Clayton,  on 
second  thoughts,  having  declined  to  mount  it,  since, 
as  he  expressed  himself,  if  the  fish  were  exhibited 
as  a  trophy  in  his  sanctum,  it  would  appear  as  if 
ho  were  sailing  under  false  colours  whenever  the 
admiration  of  his  friends  demanded  its  history. 
Then  it  was  suggested  that  the  cook  be  consulted 
anent  its  chance  of  appealing  to  the  epicurean 
tastes  of  her  admirers.  Ultimately  there  came  to 
the  rescue  Mr.  A.  Bushell,  general  manager  of  the 
Gaiety  Concert  Hall,  Birmingham,  who,  remarking 
that  such  a  specimen  was  deserving  of  a  better  fate, 
despatched  it  to  Messrs.  J.  Cooper  &  Sons,  London, 
for  preservation  ;  and  I  am  given  to  understand 
that  he  will  subsequently  present  it  to  a  local  angling 
society. — Yours  truly.  Brown  Owl. 


SPRING  WHITE  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  had  many  years'  experience 
with  sea-trout  on  the  Ballynahinch  Lakes  in  Conne- 
mara  (celebrated  for  these  fish),  I  can  affirm  that  in 
most  years  a  few  largish  trout,  of  21b.  to  31b.  each, 
are  got  long  before  the  proper  season,  and  that  the 
boatmen  call  them  "  spring  trout."  They  are  nothing 
like  kelts,  being  grand  to  look  at  and  lusty  fighters. 
They  are  excellent  eating,  but  very  scarce. — Yours 
truly,  M.  Bebesford,  Lieut.-Gen. 


FISHING  IN  FRANCE  AND  SWITZERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  writing  to  ask  if  any  of  your 
readers  would  be  good  enough  to  give  me  some  infor- 
mation on  the  following  subject : — Where  is  good 
(or  fair)  trout  or  salmon  fishing  to  be  had  in  France, 
Belgivim,  and  Switzerland  ?  Is  there  any  near 
St.  Jean  de  Luz  (Biarritz),  Avranches  (Normandy), 
and  is  it  really  good,  as  the  guide-book  says,  in  the 


Ardennes  ?  I  may  go  abroad  later  on,  and  would 
like  to  stay  at  those  places  where  fair  sport  is  to  be 
had.  Are  there  any  books  on  the  subject  ? — Yours 
truly,  P.  H.  Johnston,  Lt.-Col.  R.A.M.C. 


A  WORK  ON  TURTLE  CULTURE  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — We  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you 
could  give  us  the  name  of  any  work  or  works'  on 
turtle  culture. — Yours  truly, 

Jeremiah  Lyon  &  Co. 

[I  fear  there  is  no  work  on  turtle  culture. — Ed.] 

."MOSQUITO  AND  BLACK  FLY  LOTION." 

Dear  Sir,— "  Stockholm  tar,  3iv ;  carb.  oil,  I  in 
20  to  5x,"  translated  into  plain  English  would  read 
thus: — -foiv)  4  drachms  Stockholm  tar,  make  up  to 
lOoz.  (5x)  with  5  per  cent,  (1  in  20)  carb.  oil. — 
Yours  truly,  H.  Tisley. 


FISHING  NEAR  ABERDOVEY. 
Dear  Sir,— Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
be  so  kind  as  to  let  me  know  if  the  trout  in  the 
rivers  near  Aberdovey — namely,  Peniarth,  Dysynni, 
Inys,  etc. — run  to  any  size  ?  and  also  if  the  May 
Fly  is  found  there,  and  if  so,  which  variety  ?  A 
local  hotel  keeper  tells  me  the  only  fly  is  one 
"  called  locally  a  March  Brown"  ! — Yours  truly, 

S.  W.  BUHGESS. 


FISHING  AT  BUDE  OR  NEWQUAY. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
give  me  information  as  to  any  fishing  by  visitors  for 
trout  at  Bude  or  Newquay  (North  Cornwall)  ;  and 
whether  there  is  bass  fishing  with  spinning  tackle 
from  the  rocks,  all  in  June  and  July  ?— Yours  truly, 

C.  D.  F. 


IS  THERE  TROUT-FISHING  NEAR  MOLDE  ? 

De.\b  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  inform  me  whether  there  is  any  good  trout- 
fishing  to  be  got  near  Molde,  Norway  ?  I  intend 
going  therein  July  or  August,  and  shall  be  grateful 
for  any  information. — Yours  truly,  Clero^. 

Alnwick,  Northumberland.  ' 
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A  QUERY  ABOUT  THE  AWBEG. 

I)eab  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
furnish  me  with  information  regarding  t}io  fishing 
in  the  Awbeg  river  at  Buttevant  ?  Do  salmon 
ascend  this  river  from  the  Blackwater  ?  If  so, 
what  are  the  best  flies  to  use  ?  Any  other  informa- 
tion regarding  trout  fisliing  in  the  above  river  will 
oblige. — Yours  truly,  R.  D.  F. 

Naas,  CO.  Kildare. 

[Perhaps  Mr.  Augustus  Grimble  will  reply  to  this 
query  if  he  sees  it.  "  The  Angler's  Diary  "  only 
mentions  good  free  trout  fishing  in  the  Awbeg.  Mr. 
Harold,  the  fishing  tackle  maker  at  Mallow,  would 
be  able  to  give  information.  Ho  used  to  make  a 
lovely  greenlieart  salmon  rod,  but  I  have  not  heard 
from  him  for  many  years. — Ed.] 

A  LONGER  AND  STOUTER  "PRIEST." 

Dkab  Sir, — Excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  writing 
to  you  again  on  the  subject  of  "  priests."  1  have 
beeii  asked  by  several  of  my  esteemed  customers  to 
make  a  "  priest  "  much  larger  than  the  one  which 
you  kindly  referred  to  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last 
year.  I  therefore  made  some  after  the  style  of  the 
one  I  enclose,  which  I  hope  you  will  accept.  It  is 
for  use  when  salmon  fishing,  and  I  could  supply  it 
to  anyone  at  9d.  each,  post  free.  Hoping  you  will 
liindly  mention  it  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours 
trulv,  Albert  Spurr. 

P  S. — Have  supplied  many  noted  gentlemen  with 
great  satisfaction,  and  could  supply  the  trade  also. 

7,  Star  Buildings, 

Pontefract,  Yorks. 

[The  weapon  Mr.  SpuiT  sends  is  merely  an  en- 
larged edition  of  the  former  one.  It  is  strongly 
made,  and  would  be  Al  for  sea  fishing,  pike  fishing, 
etc.,  as  well  as  for  sahnon  fishing.  It  is  made  as 
suggested  by  a  correspondent  last  year. — Ed.] 

FISHING  IN  GRASMERE  LAKE. 
1")K.\R  Sib,- — Will  one  of  your  readers  kindly 
fiiniish  me  with  any  information  as  regards  fishing 
in  Giasniere  Lake — whether  free  or  otherwise,  and 
what  I  should  have  to  pay  (if  not  free)  ?  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly,  Burnley. 

VERY  SMAI-L  CHAPMAN  SPINNERS. 

Dear  Sir, — "  Bull  Trout  "  is  in  error  in  supposing 
that  small  Chapman  spinners  were  only  introduced 
some  twelve  months  ago,  or  that  the  three-flight 
alternative  is  taken  from  your  suggestion  of 
April  4,  1903.  Tliis  was  the  original  mount  as 
introduced  many  years  ago,  and  I  mount  them  not 
only  with  three  and  five  hook  mounts,  but  with 
Ripon  flights,  double  hook  mounts,  etc. 

I  have  stocked  and  fished  small  Chapmans  for 
some  years,  and  also  mounted  them  with  these 
small  hooks,  which  some  of  my  customers  call  "  gmn 
ticklers."  The  Chapman  is  probably  one  of  the 
first  spinners  made  with  flanges  for  use  with  a  dead 
bait,  and  is  certainly  the  oldest  of  this  class  of 
spinner  now  in  general  use.  As  you  say,  the  two 
tackles  appear  identical,  and  so  far  as  I  can  see  the 
only  difference  is  in  the  name. — Yours  truly, 

19,  New  Station-street,  J.  E.  Miller. 

Leeds. 

TO  PRESERVE  MINNOWS. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  inform  me  through  your 
"  Answers  to  Correspondents "  column  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  whether  to  preserve  minnows  for 
spinning  I  ought  to  use  pure  formalin,  and  how 
much  ?  or  if  it  ought  to  be  diluted,  and  if  so,  what 
with  and  to  what  extent  ?  By  so  doing  you  will 
greatly  oblige, — Yours  truly,  F.  Felton. 

The  following  questions  were  asked  in  May,  1003, 
hy  a  correspondent  :  — 

1.  Is  formalin  to  be  bought  at  a  chemist's  ;  if  so, 
what  is  the  proper  thing  to  ask  for  1 

2.  Proportion  of  formalin  to  water  for  preserving  ? 

3.  Should  the  baits  be  put  straight  into  the  pre- 
servative (after  being  killed,  of  course),  or  is  there 
anything  to  be  done  to  them  first  ? 

4.  Must  the  bottle  with  the  bait  in  preservation 
be  kept  air-tight  ? 

[1.  Yes.  Hopkin  and  Williams,  Cross-street, 
Finsburv.  Ask  for  forinalin,  a  40  per  cent,  solution 
in  water  of  formic  aldehyde.  2.  Varies.  It  is 
impossible  to  give  definite  details  ;  probably  one  in 
twenty  would  be  correct,  or  even  less.  3.  Put  your 
baits  in  formalin  at  once,  alive  if  possible.  4.  Yes, 
certainly,  the  bottle  must  be  air-tight. — Ed.] 

FISHING  NEAR  CHICHESTER. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you,  or  Mr.  A.  S.  Morris,  or  any 
other  reader,  kindly  toll  me  if  Chichester  is  the 
nearest  station  to  Chichester  Harbour  from  Brighton  ? 
If  it  is  not,  which  is  V  Also  which  are  the  best 
places  to  fish  from  in  the  harbour  for  grey  mullet 


and  bass,  and  what  are  good  baits  for  these  fish  ? 
About  when  can  fair  sport  be  expected  ? 
».  Is  there  any  fishing  from  the  sewer  about  three- 
quarters  the  way  to  Newhaven  from  Brighton  ? 
Any  further  information  will  greatly  oblige, — Yours 
truly,    Calamus. 

LUMINOUS  FLOAT,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
oblige  me  with  the  information  as  to  where  I  can 
obtain  a  luminous  float  invented  some  years  ago  by 
Mr.  Archer,  of  the  Westbourne  Park  Piscatorial 
Society  ?  Also  the  best  line-guard  to  use,  as  I  find 
that  my  line  winds  loose  and  uneven. — Yours 
truly.  Quill. 

[If  "  Quill  "  writes  to  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Co., 
Redditch,  they  will  toll  him  if  the  Archer  luminous 
float  is  still  to  be  had.  No  fixed  line-guard  will 
wind  the  line  evenly  on  to  the  reel  ;  it  must  bo 
done  with  the  fingers. — Ed.] 

PIKE  AND  PERCH  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  unable  to  go  to  Scotland  for 
my  holiday  before  September,  when  trout  fishing  is 
practically  over.  I  should  be  grateful  if  any  of 
your  readers  could  tell  me  where  1  can  get  some 
coarse  fishing  in  Scotland,  preferably  north  of 
Perth,  and  as  far  renioved  from  civiUsation  as 
possible. — Yours  truly,  Perch. 

SALMON   FISHING   ON   THE    TETFY— THE 
49LB.   DART  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  os£eem  it  a  favour  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  oblige  me  with  any 
information  re  autumn  salmon  fishing  on  the  river 
Teify,  Soutl)  Wales,  other  than  hotel  waters  ;  also 
if  the  same  is  controlled  by  a:i  association,  and  if 
so,  address  of  secretary.  I  have  Mr.  W.  Gallichan's 
book,  but  information  on  the  subject  is  brief.  I 
sliould  be  very  much  obliged  for  any  information 
as  regards  this  river  and  locality.  Thanking  you 
in  advance  aoft  apologising  for  troubUng  you, — 
Yours  truly,  G.  S. 

P.S. — It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  the  491b. 
salmon  from  the  river  Dart,  South  Devon,  reported 
in  your  columns  lately,  is,  I  believe,  incorrect,  and 
is  contradicted  by  Mr.  Soper,  water-bailiff  to  the 
Dart  Angling  Association,  who  inquired  at  the 
Totnes  Weir  Fishery. 

HAS  CAUGHT  THE  ANGLING  FEVER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  OUey  and  "  One  of 
the  Eleven,"  the  former  should  read  page  67  of  Mr. 
Burgess's  little  book,  also  page  271  of  Mr.  Francis 
Francis's  fifteen-shilling  book.  With  regard  to 
"  One  of  the  Eleven,"  I  may  tell  him  that  on  the 
7th  inst.  I  caught  with  the  fly  six  beautiful  trout, 
and  several  others  on  previous  occasions  since  the 
1st  ult.  by  the  same  means. — Yours  truly, 

Thomas  Saunders. 


FISHING  ON  THE  WYE  NEAR  SYMOND'S 
YAT. 

Deab  Sir, — Will  "  Glanrhos  "  or  other  readers  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  tell  me  if  the  pike  and  perch 
fishing  at  Symonds  Yat  (or  Simmond's  Gate),  on 
the  Wye,  is  good.  I  propose  to  take  a  house  in  the 
district,  but  before  doing  so  wish  to  know  if  the 
fishing  is  good,  or  if  it  is  true  that  the  farmers  on 
the  Wye  have  the  right  to  net  for  coarse  fish,  pike, 
perch,  etc.,  and  exercise  it  freely  when  the  water  is 
low. — Yours  truly,  Pike-Perch. 

[I  am  afraid  the  farmers  do  net  the  Wye  for  coarse 
fish,  but  there  are  so  many  natural  preserves  where 
netting  is  impossible  that  there  is  always  a  fair 
stock  of  fish. — Ed.] 


FISHING  NEAR  WORTHING. 

Dear  Sib, — Could  any  of  your  correspondents 
give  me  any  information  as  to  the  coarse  fishing 
very  near  Worthing  ?  I  want  to  spend  mv  summer 
holiday  at  Worthing  this  year  providing  I  can  get 
some  good  coarse  fishing,  and  I  thought  this  would 
be  my  best  way  to  find  out  if  there  is  any  to  be  got 
there.  Hoping  one  of  your  correspondents  will  be 
kind  enough  to  give  me  the  desired  information, 
and  wishing  your  interesting  and  valuable  paper 
every  success. — Yours  truly,  A.  J.  R. 


FINED  FOR  SELLING  FISH  IN  THE 
CLOSE  SEASON. 

Dear  Sir, — At  the  Birmingham  Police  Court,  on 
May  4,  Messrs.  Sawers  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  fish  merchants. 
Bull-street,  were  charged  under  the  Fresh-water 
Fisheries  Act,  1878,  with  exposing  fresh-water  fish 
for  sale  during  the  close  season,  which  extends  from 
March  16  to  June  15.  Mr.  Herbert  G.  Nuskett,  in- 
structed by  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  London, 
stated  that  an  inspector  in  the  employ  of  the  City 


Corporation  visited  the  defendants'  premises  on 
March  10,  and  there  saw  thirty-one  pike  and  four- 
teen bream  exposed  for  sale.  The  defendants 
admitted  the  offence,  but  pleaded  ignorance  of  the 
law,  they  having  branches  in  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
where  the  close  season  is  not  recognised.  Mr. 
Bakor,  representing  Messrs.  Sawers  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
asked  the  bench  to  deal  leniently  with  the  case,  con- 
sequent on  the  close  season  having  set  in  only  four 
days  prior  to  the  inspector's  visit  and  seizure  of  the 
fish,  and  the  fact  that  the  fish  were  obtained  from 
their  branch  in  Ireland,  in  which  country  obviously 
the  fish  had  been  caught.  The  magistrates,  having 
considered  the  case  proved,  stated  that  the  defend- 
ants should  have  made  themselves  conversant  with 
the  English  law  relative  to  the  close  season  for 
coarse  fish,  and  imposed  a  fine  of  10s.  and  costs,  in- 
clusive of  three  guineas  for  legal  expenses. — Yours 
truly,  -  Brown  Owl. 


FISHING  IN  ANGLESEA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  intend  spending  a  fortnight  at 
Rhosneigr  (Anglesea)  the  latter  part  of  July,  and  I 
should  be  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers  could  give 
me  any  information  as  to  the  trout  fishing  at  that 
time.  Would  there  be  any  sea-trout  up  then  ?  If 
so,  what  are  the  best  lures  ? — Yours  truly, 

Horsham.  E.  Lintott. 


BAIT  FISHING. 
Dear  Sir, — On  March  26  you  were  good  enough 
to  insert  a  letter  of  mine  on  this  subject,  and  in  yoiir 
next  succeeding  issue  there  appeared  a  rejoinder  by 
"  Grey  Wing,"  which  is  of  such  a  discursive  char- 
acter I  should  not  have  noticed  it  if  he  had  not  mis- 
represented me  and  raised  such  a  cloud  of  dust, 
besides  indulging  in  personalities  foreign  to  the 
question  at  issue.  He  assumes  that  I  advocate 
"  suppression  "  of  spinning,  whereas  my  object  was 
"  restriction,"  and,  as  he  knows,  I  attained  my 
object.  So  long  as  an  angling  association  includes 
both  spinners  and  fly  fishers,  so  long  must  spinning 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent  be  allowed,  but  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  the  spinners  should  be  allows  1 
to  indulge  in  spinning  during  the  whole  season  from 
first  day  to  last,  as  was  the  case  last  year  on  t\\<.- 
thirds  of  the  waters  of  the  association  on  whosd 
behalf  I  took  action  early  this  year.  Dispassionate 
anglers  who  resort  to  both  styles  cannot  maintain 
that  spinning  is  harmless  to  both  general  sport  and 
fisheries,  as  they  must  acknowledge  that  even  the 
most  expert  spinner  pricks  and  more  or  less  injures 
at  the  least  three  trftut  for  every  one  he  succeeds  in 
landing,  and  in  the  majority  of  waters  a  large  pro- 
portion of  those  landed  will  be  too  small  to  retain,  yet 
too  injured  to  do  any  good  if  returned  to  the  water. 
Thus  the  fish  pricked  and  those  put  back  doubtless 
average  at  least  six  for  every  one  retained,  and  if  a 
spinner's  day's  bag  reaches  twenty  fish,  the  cost  to 
the  fishery  is  appreciable  injury  to  an  additional  120 
fish.  The  fly  fisher  is  just  as  much  prejudiced  by 
the  spinner  as  the  spinner  would  be  if  preceded  by 
some  active  individual  throwing  pebbles  all  over  the 
water.  Would  the  most  amiable  spinner  tolerate 
that  ? 

My  first  angling  season  was  1847,  and  smce  that 
now"  remote  time  I  have  had  exceptional  oppor- 
tunities of  cultivating  and  enjoying  most  of,  if  not 
all,  the  styles  of  angling  known  in  the  United  Kmg- 
dom  to  salmon  and  trout  anglers.  "  Grey  W' ing  " 
does  not  appear  to  read  his  Fishing  Gazette  or  any 
other  angling  literature  worth  reading,  or  he  would 
know  that  flies  may  be  used  in  traiUng  and  harling  ; 
but  such  use  does  not  constitute  fly  fishing.  Trout 
can  be  and  are  taken  by  a  single  hook  disguised  as  a 
fly,  and  the  hook  is  too  small  to  damage  them  as 
baits  do.  The  spinning  bait  is  a  murderous  thing, 
"  adorned  "  with  nine  hooks,  and  every  spinner  who 
has  proper  regard  for  his  fingers  carries  a  disgorger, 
and  is  often  siu-prised  how  much  of  a  bait  and  hooks 
a  Sin.  or  6in.  fish  contrives  to  get  outside  of.  As 
to  baits  either  used  or  tabooed  by  "  our  fathers," 
"  Grey  Wing  "  itiay  take  it  that  they  used  natural 
and  artificial  fish  over  sixty  years  ago.  As  to  the 
prav^ai,  the  late  Nicholas  Browne,  the  oldest  pro- 
fessional fislierman  at  Galway,  who  was  my  attend- 
ant for  a  long  series  of  years  in  the  most  palmy  of 
its  days,  told  me  it  and  the  eel-tail  had  been  used 
there  from  the  time  he  began  fishing,  which  must 
be  quite  sixty  years  ago.  It  is  very  probable  prawn 
fishing  had  its  origin,  there,  and  might  be  suggested 
by  the  ease  in  obtaining  them  absolutely  fresh — in 
fact,  within  an  hour  of  being  gathered. 

All  good  sportsmen  will  cordially  endorse  your 
footnote  to  my  letter  and  other  subsequent  ones. 
No  doubt  "  Grey  Wing's  "  letter  will  be  judged 
equally  on  its  merits.  This  is  my  last  on  the 
subject,  and  as  there  is  "  nought  set  down  in 
malice  "  in  it,  I  trust  you  will  pass  it  for  insertion  in 
one  of  your  early  issues. — Yours  truly, 

Boltonian. 

{Several  lettera  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORj 


The  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  Sports  Exhibition  on  July  22  and  23. 

I  AM  glad  to  say  that  it  will  be  possible  next 
week  to  give  particulars  respecting  the  rules  and 
contests  in  the  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament. 
Mr.  J.  T.  Emery,  the  Hon.  Sec,  will  shortly  be  in 
a  position  to  answer  inquiries  sent  to  him  to  Duloe 
Hooae,  Leytonstone,  E. 


May  Fly  seen  on  the  New  River. 
Mr.  J.  T.   P.   Pechey  writes  from  Ware  on 
May  16:— 

"Just  seen  a  May  Fly  on  the  New  River. 
Hammond  tells  me  he  saw  one  yesterday." 

I  hope  Mr.  Pechey  will  get  another  grand  New 
River  trout.  The  old  Lea  must  be  in  better 
condition  than  for  a  long  time  past.  I  hope  other 
correspondents  will  kindly  let  me  have  a  note  when 
they  see  the  May  Fiyy 


Editions  of  Walton  Published  Before  1680. 

Tf  any  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  have  copies, 
j.i  rfect  or  imperfect,  of  editions  of  Walton  published 
l"  fore  the  year  1680  which  they  would  like  to  sell 
<'i  cxfhange,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  particulars. 

Salmon  Roe  as  Bait  in  America, 

J  am  sorry  to  see  in  an  American  sporting  monthly 
that  "  according  to  a  correspondent,  experiments 
have  Ijeen  progressing  for  several  years  past  to 
preserve  salmon  spawn  in  proper  condition  to  be 
used  for  bait,  especially  for  trout.  These  efforts 
have  been  successful,  and  the  eggs  are  now  oflered 
for  sale  for  that  purpose  with  the  natural  colour 
retained,  and  will  stand  exposure  in  any  climate. 
At  the  factory  business  is  reported  as  picking  up 
every  day."  Jt  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  American 
friends  will  see  the  sense  of  making  salmon  roe  an 
ftbsolutcly  illegal  bait. 
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Trout  Rods  to  Let. 

As  it  is  rather  late  to  get  a  rod  for  trout  fishing 
for  this  season,  those  who  will  give  about  £30  may- 
find  it  to  their  advantage  to  write  to  "  Commander, 
care  of  Hall  Porter,  Naval  and  Military  Club, 
Piccadilly.  It  is  not  often  that  such  a  chance 
occurs  on  a  water  three-quarters  of  an  hour  by 
rail  from  London. 


Yankee  Notions  in  Baits,  etc. 


This  is  an  illustration  of  the  Patent  Burgess 
Weedless  Trolling  or  Casting  Spinner,  made  by  the 
Burgess  Weedkss  Hook  Company,  of  Jackson, 
Michigan,  U.S.A..  who,  claim  for  it  that  it  is  "  the 
unique  hook  of  the  age."  To  fish  with  it  you  "  use 
pork  rind,  minnow,  or  frog  for  bait.  Price,  25  cents." 
The  object  of  the  two  wires  is  to  fend  off  weeds,  but 
I  am  afraid  weeds  have  a  way  of  lapping  round  the 
trace  before  they  come  to  the  fenders.  I  do  not 
think  this  Yankee  notion  will  catch  on  here. 


Weeds  seem  to  be  troublesome  in  America.-  A 
and  B  represent  the  "  Kazoo  pork  rind  hook,  abso- 
lutely weedless.  Fish  caimot  shake  loose.  Best  on 
earth."  It  is  made  by  Mr.  G.  R.  Matthews,  of  Kala- 
mazoo, Michigan,  U.S.A.  A  shows  it  imbaited  ;  B 
with  pork  rind.  This  tackle  has  part  of  the  "  Edgar  " 
patent  in  the  spring  point,  which  stretches  from  the 
shank  to  the  point  of  hook,  and  really  makes  it 
almost  impossible  for  a  fish  to  shake  off  this  hook. 
It  is  unfair  on  the  fish,  and  unfair  on  the  angler  who 
wants  some  sport  for  his  money. 


This  notion  is  the  best  I  have  seen  among  the 
American  "  weedless  "  tackles.  It  is  made  by  the 
Wagner  Weedless  Hook  Company,  of  Jackson, 
Michigan.  U.S.A.,  who  claim  for  it  that  it  can  be 
used  with  any  kind  of  bait  for  all  kinds  of  fish,  and 
that  it  is  weedless,  not  Ashless. 

Weeds  must  cause  a  lot  of  bad  language  in  the 
States,  judging  from  the  number  of  companies 
started  to  make  weedless  fish-hooks  !  and  I  see  that 
Messrs.  A.  W.  Bishop  &  Son,  of  Racine,  Wisconsin. 
U.S.A.,  advertise  a  rubber  "  muzzle  or  hook-shield  "- 
as  being  "  perfection  in  preventing  profanity."  Its 
object  is  to  guard  the  point  of  the  hook  when  hung 
on  the  rod  and  not  in  use.  These  notions  are  all 
taken  from  that  very  interesting  and  ably  edited 
American  magazine  called  the  National  Svortsman, 
of  Boston.  U.S.A. 

American  Illustrations  of  Trout 
May  I,  in  all  sincerity  and  with  all  good  feeling, 
ask  American  anglers  why  their  artists  so  frequently 
represent  fish  caught  by  anglers  with  their  mouths 
distorted  out  of  all  natural  shape— that  is,  ex- 
tended just  as  wide  as  they  can  be  forced  open,  with 
gills  gaping  and  head  forced  back  on  the  spine.  A 
trout  or  black  bass  or  salmon,  or  any  other  fish  for 
that  matter,  looks  infinitely  more  natural  and 
pleasing  with  the  mouth  closed,  as  it  always  is  when 
not  in  actual  use.  If  you  want  to  show  your  fish 
to  best  advantage  there  should  be  no  distortion. 
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Messrs.  Braddell  and  Son's  Irish  Fishing  and 
Shooting  List. 

The  very  useful  "  List  of  Fishings  and  Shootings 
to  Let,"  published  by  Messrs.  Joseph  Braddell  & 
Son,  the  well-known  fishing  tackle  manufacturers, 
of  Castle -pi  ace,  Belfast,  is  to  hand  for  the  present 
season.  It  increases  in  size  every  year,  and  now 
contains  particulars  of  nearly  four  hundred  shootings 
and  fishings  to  be  let ;  it  also  gives  notes  on  "  Golf 
in  Ireland,"  "  Open  Seasons  for  Game,"  "  Salmon 
Fishing  Calendar,"  "  Fishing  near  Belfast,"  "  Sea 
Fishing,"  and  other  information.  A  large  folding 
coloured  map  of  Ireland  forms  an  admirable  frontis- 
piece to  this  capital  list,  which  is,  I  believe,  sent 
post  free  for  6d.  The  map  alone  is  worth  double 
that. 

A  "  Green  Spinner." 
Mrj  F.  W.  Austin,  of  23,  First-street,  Walton- 
street,  London,  S.W..  called  on  me  the  other  day 
to  show  me  a  new  fiy  he  has  brought  out  called 
the  "Green  Spinner."  I  told  him  I  doubted  if 
there  were  any  such  flies  in  Nature,  but  he  does 
not  mind  thatj  Anyway,  it  is  a  very  taking 
looking  fly,  and  will  do  all  right  when  one  of  the 
Olives  is  wanted.  Mr.  A.  charges  2s.  for  this 
fly  -with  single,  and  28.  6d.  with  double,  wing. 
What  he  calls  his  No.  1  I  should  call  a  treble  0, 
that  is,  smallest  midge  size. 

Messrs.  Newnes'  Survey  Gazetteer  of  the  British 
Isles. 

This  fine  work  is  to  be  completed  in  twenty  parts, 
of  which  nine  have  been  published.  I  have  more 
than  once  recommended  it  to  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  who  want  a  good  gazetteer  as  being  by  far 
the  best  thing  of  the  kind  ever  done  in  this  country. 

Fishing  at  Lynmouth,  N.  Devon — A  Correction. 

In  an  article  which  I  contributed  to  the  current 
number  (May)  of  C.  B.  Fry's  Magazine,  on  places 
where  trout  fiishing  is  to  be  had  by  visitors  to  hotels 
or  by  payment,  I  made  a  mistake.  I  said,  "  Mr: 
Bevan,  of  the  Lyndale  Hotel,  at  Lynmouth,  is  a 
mighty  sea  angler."  I  was  -wxittng  from  memory, 
and  ought  to  have  said  Mr.  Cecil  N.  Bevan,  of  the 
Ljm  Valley  Hotel,  Ljmmouth.-  Some  years  ago  I 
published  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  some  illustrations 
and  an  account  of  sea  fishing  with  Mr.  C.  N.  Bevan 
by  Mr.  Chancellor,  and  I  remember  being  struck 
with  the  great  size  of  the  fish  taken  by  Mr.  Bevan. 
It  seems  it  was  Ms  late  brother  who  had  the  Lyndale 
Hotel,  and  he  was  not  a  fisherman.  Some  of  the 
1000  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
and  other  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  should  make 
a  note  of  Mr.  C.  N.  Bevan  and  his  delightfully- 
situated  Lyn  Valley  Hotel.        R.  B.  Makston. 


MESSRS.  ANDERSON,  ANDERSON  AND 
ANDERSON  OPEN  A  WEST  END 
HOUSE. 


Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson  and  Anderson, 
Ltd.,  of  37,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.G.,  inform  us 
that  they  have  opened  a  West  End  establishment 
at  58  and  59,  Charing  Cross,  S.W.,  which  will  enable 
their  numerous  West  End  customers  to  call  and 
inspect  their  fishing,  yachting,  motoring,  and  other 
specialities. 


PARTICULARS  ABOUT  SOUTHPORT. 


Anyone  who  would  like  to  have  a  well -printed 
and  fully-illustrated  book  about  Southport  has 
only  to  send  a  post-card  addressed  to  the  To-nm 
Clerk,  Southport,  Lancashire,  and  mention  that 
they  will  be  glad  to  have,  post  free,  a  copy  of  the 
official  publication  about  Southport,  as  mentioned 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 


THE  WEATHEE  IN  NOEWAY. 


Fourth  Weekly  Weather  Report.- 
The  telegrams  received  from  Norway  report :  The 
Namsen,  Gula,  Orkla,  and  Simdal  "  are  all  rising, 
weather  milder,"  which  means  the  commencement 
of  the  melting  of  the  snow  on  the  hills.-  Bergen 
district:  "Weather  also  milder."-  Mandal  district 
(South  Norway):  "  The  river  is  in  order."  There 
is  therefore  further  confirmation  of  the  generally 
accepted  view  that  this  will  be  a  very  early  season.: 
May  16j  James  Doweu, 
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"WHAT  I  SAW  AND  HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON,    AND  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
By  Philip  Geen. 


[Continued  from  page  313.) 

We,  one  of  my  sons  and  I,  started  by  the  8. 30  a.  m. 
from  Euston  for  just  another  fishing  tour  in  Ireland. 
I  never  think  of  Ireland  without  having  in  my  mind 
the  picture  you  get  of  it  on  approaching  Kingstown. 
It  has  always  fascinated  mo  in  such  a  way  that, 
while  ray  eyes  are  greedily  taking  in  the  lovely  scene, 
I  quite  forget  my  whereabouts,  until  the  brilliant 
green  fields  assert  themselves.  We  had  intended 
to  sleep  in  Dublin,  but,  finding  the  beds  of  that 
city  more  than  occupied,  on  account  of  the  great 
motor  race  fixed  for  the  following  day,  we  decided 
to  take  our  sleep  travelling — not  a  difficult  task 
in  a  coach  on  the  Great  Northern  Railway  of 
Ireland. 

Next  to  be  admired  after  the  policemen  who 
direct  the  traffic  at  difficult  crossings  in  London  is 
the  much-taxed  yet  ever  patient  railway  servant. 
While  waiting  for  trains  I  have  stood  aside  near  an 
inner  entrance  gate  and  listened  to  the  questions 
put  to  the  man  in  charge,  heard  liis  civil  answers, 
and  wondered  what  his  wages  were.  To  say  the 
Irish  railway  officials  are  civil  is  quite  inadequate  ; 
they  have  always  appeared  to  me  as  sympatheti- 
cally obliging  as  if  they  had  a  personal  interest  in 
your  journey  being  a  pleasant  one. 

We  were  soon  provided  with  what  was  needed  for 
our  comfort,  and  ceased  to  regret  that  we  had  been 
disappointed  of  our  Dublin  beds  ;  indeed,  we  were 
soon  asleep,  and  slept  so  soundly  that  the  stopping 
and  restarting  afiected  us  not.  Our  dreams  con- 
tinued until  near  morning,  when  there  came  a  noise 
on  the  ear  that  it  was  impossible  to  assimilate,  and, 
on  looking  up,  I  was  confronted  by  a  young  Irish- 
man, who,  I  thought,  wore  quite  a  ne'er-do-well 
look.  With  a  smile  all  over  his  face  he  was  saying, 
"Is  it  on  the  flure  you  would  be  having  me  tak 
a  sate  ?  "  I  had  to  rub  my  eyes  and  give  my  son  a 
shake  for  some  corroboration  of  the  actuality  of  the 
situation.  Pat's  courtesy  equalled  the  occasion,  for 
he  gave  me  time  to  settle  the  point  while  he  sang : 

With  the  fairest  of  daughters  old  Erin  is  blessed, 
,   Ani   brave  are  the  sons  of  this  nation  dis- 
thressed. 

I  suppose  I  was  not  looking  so  pleased  as  I  ought, 
for  the  apparition  said,  "  Are  ye  crass  ?  "  I  replied 
that  I  was  not  quite  sure,  and  that  I  should  like  to 
be  fully  awake  before  I  decided.  "  Is  that  so  ?  '- 
said  he;  "then  I'll  do  meself  the  pleasure  of  in- 
quiring again."-  Then  on  he  went  with  his  song  : 

They've  a  wakeness,  'tis  thrue,  for  John  Jame- 
son's best, 

Well,  that's  Irish,  you  know,  that's  Irish. 

"  Will  either  of  ye  gintlemen  be  having  a  drop  of 
the  crathur  wid  ye  ?  If  ye  have,  I'll  be  giving  ye 
me  opinion  of  that  same  free  of  charge  "  ;  and  on 
learning  that  we  had  not  with  us  the  material  with 
which  to  trespass  so  far  on  his  generosity,  he 
blurted  forth  again,  "  Are  ye  crass  ?  "•  My  son 
was  the  first  to  see  something  comical  in  this 
inquiry,  and  Pat,  seeing  his  smile,  felt  encouraged 
to  ask  of  him,  "  Is  the  old  gintleman  vixed  ?  "- 

By  this  time  we  had  given  up  our  comfortable 
horizontal  positions  for  the  perpendicular  and  were 
filling  our  pipes,  while  Pat  had  seated  himself  where 
my  toes  had  been,  and,  with  folded  arms  and  nearly 
closed  eyes,  was  about  to  show  us  how  comfortable 
he  was  and  how  soon  asleep,  when  his  weasel  eye 
caught  sight  of  the  pipes,  and  he  with  evident 
interest  inquired,  "  Shall  we  be  smoking  ? '-'  I 
replied,  "  Why  not  ?  "  For  the  next  few  minutes 
our  visitor's  eyes  made  steady  journeys  from  one  or 
other  pipe-bowl  to  where  the  smoke  spread  out  fan- 
like on  the  ceiling  of  the  carriage,  after  which  he 
inquired,  "  Shall  I  be  smoking  ?  -'  I  repUed,  "  Do.'' 
He  considered,  scratched  liis  head,  and  said  to  him- 
self, "  Do,  do  -'  ;  then,  after  a  short  silence,  he 
turned  to  my  son  with,  "  Shall  I  be  smoking  ? " 
"  Do,'-',  said  he.  This  "  do  "  Pat  mumbled  to  him- 
self again  and  again,  evidently  quite  fogged  as  to  its 
meaning,  and  there  was  something  of  an  appeal  in 
his  next  remark  :  "  Ach,  are  ye  both  crass  V  '- 
Then  it  dawned  on  me  that  Pat  was  longing  for  a 
smoke,  and  wanted  the  loan  of  one  of  our  pipes.  I 
asked  him  if  such  was  the  case.  "  Begorra,  that's 
thrue  for  ye,  sorr.''  I  gave  him  a  cigar,  between 
the  pulls  at  which  he  sang  another  verse  of  his  Irish 


song,  and  looked  so  completely  Irish  and  happy 
that  I  inquired  of  Kirk,  my  son,  if  he  could  not 
manage^to  take  his  photo.  "  What !  in  this  light  ?  '-' 
and,  as  he  said  this,  he  looked  at  me  compassionately. 
"  If  its'  me  picture  ye  wad  be  taking,  you'll  be  quick, 
for  I'll  be  laving  ye  at  the  next  station,  and  your 
honours  will  be  downhearted  for  life  if  ye  have 
nothing  to  remimber  me  by.;    Will  ye  do  it  while  I 


faced,  singing  wonder  go  on  for  ever,  was  the  ques- 
tion I  was  putting  to  myself  as  we  entered  Omagh 
station  to  the  refrain  : 

It's  extraordinary,  isn't  it  ? 
It's  most  extraordinary,  isn't  it  7 
Bogorry  and  liurroo,  ye  divils,  whilaloo. 
When  Pat  had  really  gone.  Kirk  said  to  me  :  "  It 
took  you  a  long  time,  dad,  to  discover  that  our 


[Photo  by] 


"  Stekn,  Wind-seaeched  and  Wild. 


[IK.  K.  Geen. 


jig  to  ye  ?  It's  me  ane  mither  that  knows  I'm  a 
divil  at  a  jig.  Niver  me  aqual  in  all  Tyrone.  It's 
only  Tim  Donnelly — may  the  divil  put  horns  on  his 
grandmother's  ghost — that  will  tak  the  flure  wid 
me  ;  and,  begorra,  it  was  dhry  in  the  mouth  I  was 
when  he  thought  me  bate  entoirely.'-  The  mere 
thought  of  Tim  Dormelly  brought  him  to  his  feet, 
and  while  dancing  he  exclaimed,  "  Had  I  him  here 
I  could  lepp  his  head.''    To  show  how  easy  that 


visitor  was  quite  an  artiste,  a  truly  funny  fellow, 
and  by  no  means  much,  if  any,  the  worse  for  drink. 
But  there  :  what  would  his  likeness  be  without  the 
voice,  actions,  and  inconceivably  comic  expressions 
of  the  original  ?  I  think  a  real  Pat  is  Uke  our  Devon- 
shire junkets — grandmother's  junkets — eh,  dad  ; 
with  coverings  of  clotted  cream  taken  carefully  from 
the  pan  in  which  it  has  been  scalded,  and  placed 
yellow  side  up,  and  then  a  httle  nutmeg  grated  over 


J'ltoto  by] 


'  Oh  !  THE  Cae  Deives  you  shall  Have." 


I IC.  A'.  Geen. 


would  be  Pat  would  occasionally  jump  so  high  as  to 
bring  his  head  in  touch  with  the  roof,  and  his  stick 
would  twist  and  turn  with  such  velocity  that  my 
eyes  failed  to  follow  its  movements,  and,  fearing  it 
might  escape  his  fingers,  I  drew  myself  as  near  as 
might  be  into  the  innermost  corner  of  the  corner  in 
which  I  sat. 

Would  this  electric,  dancing,  gesticulating,  happy- 


it.  Pat  does  not  bear  transplanting  any  more  than 
our  junkets,  and  neither  of  them  can  be  made  else- 
where.'' 

It  is  but  a  short  distance  from  Omagh  to  the 
flourishing  town  of  Strabane,  which  is  favourably 
situated  where  the  rivers  Mourne  and  Finn  unite  to 
form  the  historically  great  Foyle.  The  town  is  most 
nteresting,  and  its  vicinity  very  picturesque,  and  I 
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can  liighly  recommeud  the  Abercorn  Arms  as  an  up- 
to-date  commercial  hotel  at  which  to  stay.  We 
changed  at  Strabane  into  a  Donegal  railway  train, 
and  were  soon  at  Stranorlar  Junction,  where  this 
railway  branches  fork-hke  up  the  vales  of  the 
Mourne  and  Finn  to  their  respective  terminations 
at  Killybegs  and  Glenties.  Stranorlar,  thus  situated, 
is  a  base  having  command  of  two  most  excellent 
rivers,  as  well  as  of  Lough  Eask  and  Lough  Finn. 
By  staying  at  the  Queen's  Arms  Hotel  you  will  have 
unhmited  free  fishing  for  salmon  and  trout. 

On  leaving  Stranorlar  the  line  ascends  rapidly  for 
six  miles,  and  there,  at  the  summit,  is  Lough 
Moume.  about  a  mile  in  length  and  a  quarter  to 
half  a  mile  in  width.  The  line  then  descends 
through  the  most  magnificent  defile  in  Ireland, 
parts  of  which  are  really  sublime.  The  train  runs 
at  times  between  mountains  of  red  granite,  and  the 
gap  between  them  is  so  narrow  that  you  must 
wonder  how  the  road,  the  river,  and  the  railway 
can.  without  overlapping,  pass  through: 

The  next  station  we  come  to  of  which  I  can  speak 
is  Donegal  To^vn,  of  which  I  have  pleasant  memories 
of  a  former  visit  some  twenty-five  years  ago,  when 
I  had  excellent  sport  with  salmon  and  sea-trout  in 
the  river  Eask  and  with  the  game  brown  trout  in 
the  lough  of  the  same  name.  The  town  is  beauti- 
fully situated  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  inlets  of 
Donegal  Bay,  with  easy  access  to  miles  of  rocky 
coast,  where  I  found  pollack  in  numbers  that 
apparently  no  rod-fishing  could  appreciably  reduce. 
The  town  and  neighbourhood  are  famous  for  his- 
torical associations.  Here  Hugh  O'Donnell,  aft«r 
years  of  struggle,  with  varying  fortunes,  against 
the  Enghsh,  burnt  the  home  of  his  fathers  with 
Moscow-like  sacrifice  and  went  to  find  a  new  one  in 
Spain. 

You  may  bring  your  families  or  your  friends  here 
assured  of  a  welcome  at  the  Arran  Arms,  where  a 
friend  of  mine  was  made  very  comfortable  last 
autumn ;  and  while  they,  if  not  fishers,  interest 
themselves  in  jiustory  and  ruins  at  the  Castle  or 
Abbey,  you  can  sing,  "  For  to-morrow  will  be 
Friday." 

We  quite  enjoyed  our  three  hours'  travelling 
through  the  beautifully  varied  scenes  that  encom- 
pass the  line  to  KiUibegs.  The  early  morning  air 
from  the  heather-clad  hills  was  a  most  welcome 
refresher  after  a  long  night  journey,  and  the  kindly 
welcome  and  excellent  breakfast  served  to  us  at  the 
hotel  gave  us  zest  to  enjoy  our  first  view  of  the  sea 
while  standing  on  Irish  soil. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that  many  intending 
visitors  to  this  sport-giving  country  are  exercised 
in  mind  by  much  that  has  been  said  and  written 
in  reference  to  food  and  cleanliness  in  Irish  hotels. 
Until  the  last  few  years  I,  too,  had  a  prejudice  that 
took  its  first  growi;h  some  twenty  years  since  at  a 
hotel  in  Ballina,  where,  having  complained  that  my 
sleep  was  not  so  undisturbed  as  I  could  have  wished, 
the  unsatisfactory  and  curiosity-provoking  excuse 
given  me  was  that  the  chambermaid  had  a  most 
excellent  motto  ;  and  the  tone  of  voice  in  which 
this  excuse  was  given  implied  that  a  maid  with  such 
a  motto  must  at  least  be  forgiven.  The  Moy  was 
full  of  fish,  but  the  maid's  motto  drove  me  from 
Ballina. 

I  have  generally  considered  that  time  is  wasted 
in  talking  of  food  and  comforts  ;  but  when  I  find 
the  following  paragraph,  taken  from  the  Pall  Mall 
Gazette.  (Sept.  15,  190.3),  going  the  round  of  the 
daily  papers  and  getting  thereby  a  wide  circulation, 
and  when  I  know  that  it  is  likely  to  convey  impres- 
sions opposed  to  the  truth,  in  fairness  to  all  those 
hotels  in  the  very  district  complained  of,  in  which 
I  received  good  food,  cleanliness,  and  attention,  I 
must  say  how  sorry  I  feel  for  the  poor  man  who, 
while  finding  a  fortune  in  America,  appears  to  have 
lost  something  far  more  valuable  : — 

"  PAYING  BOARDER  IN  AN  IRISH  WORK 
HOUSE." 
"  Amusing  Incidekt." 

"  At  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Donegal  Board  of 
(iuardians yesterday,  a  gentleman,  named  McGroary, 
who  had  returned  to  his  native  country,  after 
making  his  fortune  in  America,  asked  to  be  admitted 
to  the  workhouse  as  a  paying  boarder,  as  he  did  not 
find  the  hotels  in  the  north-west  of  Ireland  to  his 
liking.  He  offered  a  guinea  per  week  for  a  room 
foi  him'Jelf.  The  master  had  already  admitted  him 
a,s  an  inmate,  and  the  guardians  yesterday  unani 
mously  approved  the  master's  action.  The  appli 
cant  drove  to  the  workhouse  in  a  carriage  and  pair." 

Poor  fellow  !    Poor  fortune  I 


I  have  friends  whose  gastronomic  tastes  have 
been  so  aesthetically  trained  by  a  few  years  of  so- 
called  first-class  hotel  Ufo  that  the  sight  of  a  plate 
of  undisguised  undercut  from  a  prime  sirloin,  or  the 
smell  of  a  boiled  leg  of  mutton  with  turnips,  would 
cause  them  to  lift  their  noses  into  the  air.  They 
pine  unless  they  can  finick  for  an  hour  or  more  with 
the  fviUy  disguised  trifles  that  the  French  chef 
prepares  from  his  economically  purchased  tinned 
dainties.  They  love  the  pecuhar  odour  that  comes 
from  the  ounce  of  fish  that  has  a  four-ounce  coating 
of  batter. 

"  A  dinner  for  the  gods,  Geen,"  is  their  description 
of  messes  dipped  by  the  same  fingers  into  the  same 
batter-tub  in  which  the  wee  bit  fish  grew  to  such  a 
size.  They  have  forgotten  the  taste  of  freshly-cut- 
and-put-in-the-pot  greens,  cabbage,  and  cauliflower, 
as  their  mothers,  with  bared  arms,  used  to  cook 
them.  When  I  remember  that  more  than  one  of 
these  friends  came  Londonwards  from  Devon  about 
the  time  of  my  coming,  I  am  inclined  to  say  to 
them  :  — 

"  '  Return  ye  to  the  ways  of  your  fathers  ! '  And 
this  may  be  made  easy  ;  go  with  me  to  Ireland — I 
am  going  again — and  sniff  its  Atlantic  breezes  and 
learn  to  be  content  once  more  with  good,  plain 
food."  There  you  will  be  face  to  face  with  scenes 
that  no  pen  can  adequately  describe,  often  so  stern, 
wind-searched  and  wild  that  Nature's  softeners, 
mosses  and  ferns,  are  unknown. 

At  other  times  our  road  will  lie  through  moors  of 
sweet-smelling,  vari-coloured  bell  heather,  among 
which  only  the  white  variety  is  missing  ;  and  then 
down,  down  into  a  glen  ami(6t  the  marsh  marigolds, 
wild  irises,  fluttering  blue-bells,  and  the  other  wild 
flowers  innumerable,  the  names  of  which  your 
sisters  knew  ;  and  over  all  the  red  tint  of  the  sorrel 
that  has  made  our  youthful  "  tummies  '-  ache,  and 
which  we  only  knew  as  "  zour  zabs."- 

Oh  !  the  car  drives  you  shall  have — and  grow 
fond  of  them,  too,  when,  on  the  roughest  and 
stoniest  of  roads,  they  wiU  shake  out  of  you  the 
effects  of  the  French  chef's  batter,  and  our  "  Little 
Marys  "  will  stay  their  progress  chinwards,  and  we 
shall  nimbly  climb  the  mountainside  to  the  "  One 
Man  Pass,"  and  there  we  will  sing  to  the  hushed 
music  of  Atlantic  waves  Bridget  McGinley's — 

I've  often  seen  far  fairer  hills 

By  many  a  foreign  strand,  j 
And  there  are  greener,  fairer  lulls 

In  our  own  dear,  native  land  ; 
Yet  I  love  them,  oh  !  I  love  them, 

And  they  hold  my  heart  in  thrall. 
The  hoath-clad  hills,  the  cloud-capped  hills — ■ 

The  hills  of  Donegal. 

{To  he  continued.) 

NOTES   ON  NATUKAL-FLY 
FISHING  OK  DAPPING. 
By  Benwyan. 

Among  the  numerous  subjects  treated  of  in  various 
publications  concerning  angling,  natural-fly  fishing 
seems  to  have  received  less  attention  than  has  been 
devoted  to  dry  and  lately  to  wet-fly  fishing,  bait 
spinning,  or  the  use  of  worms  and  paste,  although  it 
also  requires  much  delicate  manipulation,  and  in- 
cludes the  use  of  various  insects — the  Green  Drake 
and  its  varieties,  the  bluebottle,  house  fly,  daddy- 
longlegs, sedge  flies,  oak  flies,  bees,  grasshoppers, 
and  beetles.  Short  references  to  the  subject  appear 
in  many  works  without  its  having  been  so  far  as  I 
know  exhaustively  treated  in  any ;  nor  are  these 
notes  intended  to  aspire  in  that  direction,  but  will 
be  chiefly  directed  to  the  practice  of  the  two  forms 
of  natural  fly  fishing  with  which  the  writer  is  best 
acquainted — namely,  with  May  Fly  and  Wall  Fly 
fishing,  each  in  its  season,  and  chiefly  in  Ireland. 

Dapping  or  dibbing  is  usually  regarded  as  allowing 
the  fly  or  insect  used  to  keep  touching  the  water 
surface,  this  being  managed  with  a  rod  and  line  from 
a  concealed  position ;  but  the  term  is  evidently 
capable  of  extension  to  any  way  of  using  a  natural 
fly,  or  even  sometimes  an  artificial  one,  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  water,  and  at  times  it  would  thus  nearly 
approach  the  method  of  the  dry-fly  fisherman.  The 
art  itself  is  not,  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  very 
difficult  to  practise  if  one  has  a  light  hand  and 
regards  the  surrounding  conditions,  appreciating  all 
the  possibilities  that  may  arise  from  the  desire  of 
fish  to  feed,  and  the  most  Ukely  ways  of  inducing 
them  to  take :  in  presenting  the  fly  offered  as  a  lure. 

For  the  common  form  of  lake  dapping  a  certain 


amount  of  wind  is  essential,  while  an  over-abund- 
ance of  this  renders  it  impossible.  Taken  generally 
in  its  broad  aspect,  dapping  may  claim  an  amount 
of  interest  which  bottom  fishing  has  not,  for  one 
usually  sees  the  manner  in  which  the  fly  is  presented, 
and  can  vary  this  somewhat  to  suit  circumstances, 
instead  of  depending  upon  signals,  conveyed  at 
second-hand  by  a  float,  as  to  the  situation  of  an  in- 
visible bait,  and  sometimes  without  this  aid  being 
obliged  to  trust  greatly  to  chance  for  the  way  in 
which  it  may  or  may  not  come  to  the  notice  of  the 
fish  intended  to  be  caught. 

The  May  Fly. 

Green,  grey,  black,  or  magpie  drake  is  pretty 
generally  known,  and  its  natural  history  is  of  great 
interest.  It  belongs  to  the  Epkemeridm,  a  section 
of  the  Neuroptera,  like  many  other  fUes  useful  for 
fishing,  and  will  be  found  described  in  entomological 
works.*  It  is  beautifully  figured  in  some  of  the 
advertisements  of  the  Fisldng  Gazette,  from  one  of 


Fig.  1. — Green,  Grey,  and  Black  Drakes. 

which  this  illustration  is  partly  borrowed.  This 
fly  is  widely  distributed  in  North-West  Europe, 
though  it  may  be  locally  restricted  to  certain  lakes 
and  rivers.  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  of  it  in  North 
Scotland,  but  it  is  found  over  large  parts  of  England 
and  Ireland,  and  its  imitations  are  listed  in  the 
angUng  catalogues  of  France  and  Switzerland,  in 
which  latter  country  I  have  found  and  fished  with 
it,  in  the  upper  Rhone  Valley. 

Various  imitations  of  this  insect  swarm  in  the 
productions  of  the  artificial  fly  makers  and  dealers, 
some  of  them  having  really  more  or  less  resemblance 
to  it,  while  the  majority  have  scarcely  so  much  like- 
ness to  the  things  represented  as  may  be  traced  in 
prehistoric  incised  bone  carvings  or  those  of  savage 
South-Sea  Islanders.  They  are  all  fragile,  and  if 
much  used  will  hardly  last  so  long  as  the  short  hves 
of  the  insects  themselves.  Fish  must,  however, 
take  them,  and  they  must  be  in  fair  demand,  or  they 
would  not  be  so  largely  on  sale  ;  but  as  the  whole, 
even  the  best  of  them,  are  at  present  constructed,  the 
natural  insect,  while  it  retains  its  form,  would 
always  prove  to  be  a  superior  lure; 

May  Fly  Dapping 

lasts — in  the  Irish  lakes  at  least — from  fifteen  to 
twenty  days  during  the  rise  of  the  fly,  and  some 
of  these  may  at  times  be  found  for  a  week  later  or 
even  longer.  The  rise  of  the  fly  varies  as  to  date,  being 
later  in  the  western  than  in  the  eastern  Irish  lakes, 
so  that  by  visiting  more  than  one,  dapping  may  be 
had  for  nearly  a  whole  month.  It  may  be  practised 
upon  streams  and  rivers  when  favourable  winds  pre- 
vail, but  is  more  generally  carried  on  from  boats 
along  the  chains  of  lakes  connected  by  the  Shannon 
in  Ireland  or  those  stretching  from  Westmeath  into 
Connaught.  The  ordinary  method  of  dap  fishing  has 
frequently  been  described,  and  is  not  diffictilt  to 
practise,  using  the  hght  winds  of  late  May  or  early 
June  to  carry  out  the  fly  at  the  same  rate  as  the 
boat  drifts,  when  there  is  a  sufficient  current  of  air 
and  not  too  much,  because  the  casting  of  so  tender 
an  insect  for  even  a  small  distance  mounted  on  a 
bare  hook  is  impossible. 

Long  rods  and  blow-lines  are  used,  whole  cane 
light  bamboo  rods  of  18ft.  and  20ft.  being  the 
fashion,  sometimes  with  a  removable  extra  butt- 
piece  to  add  another  length,  and  having  a  metal 
socket  or  tube  at  one  end  to  receive  the  handle  of 
the  rod  while  dapping,  but  easily  detached  in  order 
to  play  a  fish.  These  long  rods  are  chiefly  of  use  in 
very  gentle  wind,  when  trout  are  shy  of  rising  any- 
where near  the  boat,  but  are  by  no  means  always 

*  See  Fishing  Gazette,  April  22,  1904,  pp.  268-9. 
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necessary  for  that  reason,  since  I  have  seen  good 
bags  made  with  a  Httle  river  rod  in  a  fair  fishing 
breeze,  and  have  often  hooked  trout  within  an  oar's 
length  of  the  boat's  side. 

To  fish  with  the  dap  requires  a  pilot's  knowledge 
of  the  situations  of  the  stony  banks  and  shallows 
where  the  May  Fly  breeds,  sb  that  one's  boat,  placed 
across  the  direction  of  the  wind,  may  drift  along  these 
fishing  grounds,  covering  the  longest  reach  of  likely 
water.  A  boat  that  drifts  well  sideways,  straight  and 
slowly,  without  "  sailing  "—that  is,  forging  ahead  or 
astern— is  the  best.  Otherwise  it  is  not  easy  to  keep 
the  proper  course  or  to  arrive  in  the  near  neighbour- 
hood of  some  good  fish  seen  down  wind  ;  for  though 
the  lake  trout  roam  about  while  on  the  feed,  if  flies  are 
coming  to  them  pretty  fast,  they  will  often  stay  for 
a  good  while  at  about  the  same  place.  The  boat 
may  go  fairly  straight,  and  still  travel  too  fast  to 
give  the  fish  the  best  chance  of  seeing  and  taking  the 
fly  ;  but  this  can  be  greatly  remedied  by  slinging  a 
sack  with  a  few  stones  in  it  outside  the  boat,  usually 
to  windward,  stretched  so  as  to  hang  sideways  by 
ropes  fastened  to  the  two  midship  thwarts,  allowing 
the  lower  side  of  the  sack  to  hang  down  a  little 
deeper  than  the  boat's  keel.  It  then  acts  as  a  drag 
or  sort  of  floating  anchor,*  which  can  be  taken  in 
when  rowing  up  a  drift  for  another  turn.  In  doing 
this  care  is  taken  not  to  pull  over  the  fishing  ground, 
but  to  pass  to  one  side,  that  it  may  not  be  disturbed. 
When  two  boats  meet  on  the  same  drift  it  is  always 
against  the  unwritten  law  governing  anglers'  cour- 
tesy to  pass  in  front  of  one  of  them  coming  down  a 
drift  and  dapping.    The  new-comers  commence  as 


considerable  space  in  the  boat,  however,  when 
shipped,  and  would  need  some  saiUng  experience. 
A  motor  launch  could  work  rapidly  up  to  windward 
without  passing  near  the  drifts,  and  its  fuel  might 
not  be  very  expensive.  The  engine-heating  arrange- 
ments are  now  so  perfectly  managed  as  to  cause 
little  unpleasantness  on  account  of  smoke,  heat,  or 
smell,  but  much  of  the  primitive  simplicity  of  the 
dapping  art  would  vanish  in  its  association  with 
mechanical  motion  of  the  kind. 

It  is  very  wearying,  sitting  all  day  on  the  low  seat 
of  a  boat,  with  the  edges  of  side-seats  grinding 
against  one's  legs  so  as  to  develop  tenderly  sensitive 
spots  when  touched.  Those  who  have  tried  a 
movable  light  board,  stiff  but  with  some  spring, 
placed  athwartships,  resting  on  the  gunwales,  or 
fore  and  aft  between  two  thwarts,  will  appreciate 
the  change  of  position  obtainable  by  using  it  as  a 
seat,  and  sometimes  being  able  to  face  one's  work, 
instead  of  sitting  sideways,  as  is  often  done  in  order 
to  drive  an  Irish  car  or  to  copy  a  picture  in  the 
galleries  of  the  Louvre. 

An  ordinary  waterproof  air  cushion  covered  with 
thin  rubber  cloth,  the  shiny  side  outwards,  will  bo 
of  much  use,  particularly  in  rain  ;  but  when  there  is 
a  regular  wet  day  to  face,  a  waterproof  coat  and 
overalls  of  the  usual  sailor's  pattern,  eitherof  rubber, 
oilcloth,  or  Burberry  material,  and  with  wrist-pro- 
tector sleeves,  become  well-nigh  indispensable.  On 
these  occasions  an  indiarubber  drip-ring  placed 
above  the  grasp  on  one's  rod  will  turn  off  the  rain 
from  streaming  do\vn  to  -the  hand,  and  perchance 
into  one's  sleeve.    A  small  sponge  in  the  same 


May  Fly  Dapping  on  Lough  Akkow. 


far  as  they  like  behind  the  boat  aheady  fislaing,  and 
it  is  generally  felt  that  too  many  boats  injure  each 
other's  chances  in  one  small  bay  or  on  one  Umited 
drift,  and  some  of  them  leave  the  spot  to  seek  happy 
fishing  places  elsewhere,  or  wait  until  others  go 
away.  I  can  only  remember  meeting  one  jealous 
angler  who  could  not  abide  fishing  in  the  same  bay 
or  on  the  same  drift  with  another's  boat.  Good 
fellowship  among  all  is  generally  the  rule,  extending 
even  to  the  humblest,  and  when  old  Paudeen  or 
young  Patsey  or  Dan  in  his  tarry  and  rickety  native 
craft,  with  his  crooked  old  rod,  came  within  hail, 
there  was  a  complimentary  exchange  of  small  talk 
and  inquiry.  "  What  luck  ?  "  and  "  What  have  you 
done  yourself,  Pat  ?  "  "  Divil  a  much  then.  I 
stuck  in  a  good  one  there  b'yant,  but,  bad  luck  to 
him,  he  let  it  out."  "  Well,  better  luck  next  time, 
Pat ;  but  leave  a  few  for  us.". 

Although  the  wind  may  not  strike  exactly  fair  for 
fishing  a  certain  drift  or  shore,  a  good  boatman  with 
a  single  oar  to  windward  will  so  manoeuvre  the  boat 
by  short  zig-zags  as  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  fishing 
ground.  Changing  the  scene  of  operations  on  a 
large  lake  takes  up  much  time,  some  of  which  might 
be  saved  by  using  a  lug  or  sprit  sail  when  the  wind 
suits  as  to  strength  or  direction.    It  would  occupy 

*  Other  plans  for  dragging  the  progress  of  a  boat 
are  given  m  Uhap.  IV.  of  "Angling  for  Game  Fish  " 
by  "  Bic.ierdyke,  "  to  which  the  objection  may  be 
male  that  lyins;  out  to  windward  thoy  would 
probably  interfere  with  ths  playing  and  landing  of 
one  s  fLih  on  account  of  the  risk  of  fouling. 


position,  to  be  squeezed  now  and  then,  is  sometimes 
used. 

Sundry  large  auger  holes  in  the  seats  at  con- 
venient places,  with  tubes  or  boxes  beneath  to  serve 
(like  sockets  for  driving  whips)  as  places  to  rest 
one's  rod  in  out  of  hand,  are  convenient,  or  the5e 
may  be  placed  inside  the  gunwale  along  the  seats. 
However  placed,  they  should  have  a  stop  or  bottom 
to  support  the  weight  of  the  rod,  and  prevent  this 
from  bearmg  on  the  reel,  causing  it  to  suffer  from 
the  chafing  motion  of  the  boat,  loosening  its  screws, 
or  detaching  it  altogether  from  the  rod.  Specially- 
made,  leather-lined,  and  covered  iron  sockets,  with 
clamps  to  fix  to  the  thwarts  or  gunwale  for  the  same 
purpose,  have  the  advantage  of  being  usable  with 
any  boat. 

A  small  suction  pump,  with  flexible  tubes,  made 
to  clamp  on  a  thwart  in  the  same  way,  is  very  useful 
in  getting  rid  of  bilge  water  or  that  from  leakage, 
from  showers,  or  shipped  in  rough  weather.  It  is 
scarcely  needful  to  observe  that  as  the  edges  of 
dapping  lakes  are  often  stony,  anglers  are  generally 
particular  not  to  leave  boats  grinding  on  the  stones, 
also  to  select  the  best  landing  places.  The  stools  of 
bog  timber,  hard  oak,  etc.,  are  often  washed  out  of 
boggy  banks,  and  form  snags  that  might  easily 
penetrate  an  ordinary  row-boat  unless  approached 
cautiously.  Two  people  occupying  opposite  ends  of 
a  14ft.  or  16ft.  boat  can  fish  well  with  one  man  to 
row  or  use  the  landing-net  sitting  amidships.  One 
angler  and  a  boatman  often  get  along  equally  well, 
and  for  those  "  who  have  mucklo  in  their  hose  "  an 
angler  and  two  oarsmen  form  a  capital  crew  to  fish 


two  rods  in  one  boat.  Yet  when  alone  in  ray  own 
boat  in  light  weather  I  have  been  able  to  drift,  to 
play,  and  to  kill  fish  without  assistance.  It  is  often 
advantageous  to  have  a  pair  of  oars  in  the  boat  for 
long  pulls,  as  well  as  a  pair  of  sculls  for  knocking 
about  on  drifts,  as  heavy  wind  and  rough  water 
may  come  on  suddenly. 

(To  be  continued^) 

FLY  AND   BAIT  CASTING 
EECOEDS  IN  AMEKICA. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  scores  of  the  casting 
tournaments  held  in  New  York  City  should  be 
muddled  through  carelessness  on  the  part  of  some- 
one.   Last  year  the  Press  was  furnished  score-sheets 
on  which  the  most  glaring  errors  appeared,  and 
careful  representatives  of  the  sportsmen's  papers 
were  put  to  no  end  of  annoyance  in  attempting  to 
obtain  official  figures  from  the  records,  in  some  in- 
stances being  compelled  to  accept  the  erroneous 
Press-room  scores  or  none  at  all.   Now  we  learn  from 
a  member  of  the  tournament  committee  that  the 
scores  given  the  Press  at  the  recent  tournament  were 
in  one  event  at  least  incorrect.    Basing  our  state- 
ment on  the  figures  published  by  an  authority  on 
such  matters,  wo  last  month  mentioned  that  in  the 
event  referred  to  single-hand  bait-casts  of  174.5ft.. 
152.7ft.,  and  145.9ft.  were  made  by  three  men.  At 
the  time  we  were  astonished  that  three  such  casts 
with  ^oz.  rubber  frogs  should  have  been  made  in 
one  event,  but  had  no  reason  to  doubt  our  authority. 
The  error  was  in  the  use  of  the  word  "  feet."  The 
casts  for  distance  were  81.4ft.,  57.7ft.,  and  61.4ft. 
respectively.    Add  to  these  the  averages  of  the  casts 
for  accuracy,  and  the  totals  were  substantially  as 
stated.    The  longest  cast  during  this  tournament 
was  made  by  R.  C.  Leonard  in  an  event  for  distance 
only,  he  using  a  ^oz.  rubber  frog.    His  score  was 
123ft.  4in.    A  gentleman  who  has  attended  a  great 
many  of  these  tournaments  informs  us  that  indoors 
he  has  seen  Mr.  Leonard  cast  the  fly  about  100ft., 
using  a  4oz.  rod.     The  4oz.  rods  weigh  ifoz.  to 
4|oz.  under  the  rule  of  |oz.  allowance  for  metal 
reel-seats.    The  out-door  record  is  held  by  W.  D. 
Mansfield,  of  San  Francisco,  who,  with  a  5oz.  rod 
and  fly  in  a  favourable  wind,  cast  129ft.  6in.  on 
Stow  Lake.    Mr.  Leonard,  however,  is  an  excep- 
tionally skilful  fly-caster— far  above  the  average  of 
amateurs  in  America.— St.  Louis  Sporting  Goods 
Dealer. 


KEPOKTS  BE  EIVEES  IN  NORWAY, 
1904. 

Thos.  Wilson,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  send  herewith 
further  reports  which  they  have  received  from  their 
agents  in  Norway  :— 

From  Bachke  &  Co.,  Deontheim  (Trondhjem), 
April  28  aijd  May  6. 
Fishing  -Rivers. —According  to  the  latest  infor- 
mation we  have  obtained,  the  fishing  of  salmon  can 
be  expected  to  commence  the  last  week  in  May  or  ■ 
first  week  in  June.  The  latter  may  be  about  the 
right  time— if  a  Uttle  earlier  will  depend  on  the 
weather  next  month.  The  weather  lately  has  been 
very  mild,  the  rivers  free  of  ice.  Scarcely  any  snow 
is  left  in  the  valleys. 

From  G.  Birkeland,  Christiansund,  N.,  April  27. 

I  am  sorry  not  to  have  received  the  latest  reports 
from  Sundalen  up  to  time  of  writing.  In  the 
meantime,  I  am  able  to  inform  you  that  very  little 
rain  or  snow  has  fallen  the  Past  months,  thus  causing 
the  fish  to  come  into  the  rivers  early  in  the  season. 
From  Ole  R.  Olsen,  Bergen,  April  30. 
Fishing  Rivers.— 1  regret  that  although  I  wrote 
at  once  to  the  different  districts,  I  only  this  after- 
noon got  reply  from  Nordfjord.  Since  I  wrote  you 
on  March  2  there  has  come  but  little  snow  in  the 
mountains,  and  thus  the  prospects  for  the  salmon 
fishing  are  not  good  at  present ;  but  of  course  there 
is  still  time  to  get  more  rain,  and  if  the  spring  does 
not  turn  out  to  be  very  mild  and  diy,  there  is  no 
reason  why  there  should  not  come  enough  water  in 
the  rivers,  so  that  they  do  not  run  short  of  water 
earlier  than  usual. 

From  T.  C.  Jonasen,  Stavanger,  April  29. 
Salmon  Fishing.—Refemng  to  my  report  of 
March  4,  I  have  to-day  much  pleasure  in  informing 
you  that  the  prospects  for  a  good  salmon  season 
now  are  still  better.    My  friends  in  the  Ryfylke 
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Fjords  report  heavy  snowfall  in  the  mountains, 
and  this  means  abundance  of  water  in  the  rivers 
during  summer. 

Fkoh  F.  RECraAEDT  &  Co.,  Chbistiansand,  S., 
April  28. 

Fishitig  Report. — Referring  to  your  favour  of 
March  11,  we  have  now  the  pleasure  of  stating  that 
everything  looks  well  for  a  good  fishing  season 
during  the  coming  summer.  Since  our  last  report 
of  March  4  there  has  come  still  more  snow  up  country, 
so  that  the  quantity  of  snow  in  the  mountains  this 
year  is  exceptionally  large.  There  has  not  yet 
been  any  warm  weather  to  speak  of,  so  that  it  is 
anticipated  there  will  he  an  abundance  of  water  in 
the  rivers  in  May  and  June,  which  circumstance  is 
material  for  the  fishing  prospects,  as  experience 
shows  that  the  more  water  there  is  during  the  time 
when  the  salmon  seeks  up  the  rivers  from  the  sea, 
the  more  salmon  generally  go  up.  We  have  seen 
some  of  our  most  experienced  sports'  fishermen, 
who  are  hopeful  of  a  very  good  fishing  season 
owing  to  the  above  mentioned  circumstances. 

May  11.   


THE  EOYAL  VISIT  TO  KILKENNY. 


Kjlkexxy  Castle,  where  the  King  and  Queen 
have  recently  enjoyed  a  successful  visit,  is  the  seat 
of  the  Marquis  of  Ormonde.  It  is  a  very  imposing 
stiTicture,  built  by  Earl  Marechal  in  the  early  part 


FUNERAL  OF  SIR  HENRY  STANLEY. 


THE  ABBEY  SERVICE— INTERMENT 
AT  PIRBRIGHT, 
With  but  little  pomp  or  circumstance  the  body 
of  Sir  Henry  Morton  Stanley  was  on  May  17 
committed  to  its  last  resting-place  in  a  pleasant, 
sunUt  corner  of  Pirbright  churchyard.  Neither 
was  there  any  striking  ceremony  at  the  preliminary 
service  in  Westminster  Abbey,  nor  a  great  crowd 
of  spectators  on  the  way.  Simplicity  was  the 
dominant  note  throughout,  and  the  whole  function 
would  have  commended  itself  to  the  departed 
explorer.  The  funeral  procession  left  Richmond- 
terrace  at  half-past  eleven,  the  coffin  being  placed 
on  a  car  specially  designed  for  the  occasion  by 
Mr.  F.  E.  Smith,  superintendent  of  the  London 
Necropolis  Company.  The  coiSn,  of  solid  un- 
varnished oak,  with  simple  brass  fittings,  was 
partially  draped  with  a  violet  pall  embroidered 
with  gold.  Escorting  the  body  were  eight  pall- 
bearers— Mr.  A.  G.  Mounteney  Jephson,  the  Duke 
of  Abercorn,  Mr.  Henry  S.  Wellcome,  Sir  Harry.  H. 
Johnston  on  the  right,  and  Mr.  Livingstone  Bruce 
(grandson  of  Dr.  David  Livingstone),  Sir  Alfred 
Lyall,  Dr.  Scott  Keltie,  and  Sir  George  Taubman 
Goldie  on  the  left.  Following  on  foot  were  Mr.  C. 
Coombe-Tennant.  Mr.  Leopold  Myers,  Colonel 
Herbert  Collier,  Mr.  Hamilton  Aide,  Master  Denzil 
Morton  Stanley,  Mr.  Harold  Myers,  Colonel  Clarence 
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The  More  at  Kilkenny,  Ireland. 


iJ.  P.  FitzGerald. 


of  the  thirteenth  century.  It  was  sold  to  the 
fourth  earl  in  1.392  and  became  his  chief  residence, 
being  put  to  nobler  uses  than  had  been  its  previous 
Kood  fortune,  for  history  tells  us  that  "  it  had 
often  served  as  a  state  prison,"  but  that  the  Earl 
of  Ormonde  being  Viceroy  of  Ireland  "  the  court 
wa.H  held  there." 

The  river  Nore  traverses  the  entire  length  of  co. 
Kilkenny,  from  the  north  to  the  south-east,  and 
affords  excellent  salmon  and  trout  fishing.  It  is 
partly  preserved,  but  permission  to  fish  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  Mr.  Maud,  Balljrragget 
House,  the  agent  for  Mr.  Kavanagh,  the  o\vner  of 
a  considerable  tract  of  land  bordering  on  the  river. 
The  journey  to  Kilkenny  by  London  and  North- 
western Railway  occupies  a  httle  over  twelve 
hours.  Tourist  tickets,  available  for  two  months, 
cost  £2  28.  Excellent  hotel  accommodation  may  be 
had  at  moderate  charges.  The  Clubhouse  Hotel 
omnibuses  await  the  arrival  of  all  trains. 

M.  F. 


On  August  4,  1807,  a  blind  man  of  the  name  of 
JoYm  Jonos,  of  Tarpf)rloy,  near  Chester,  caught  an 
eel  with  a  line  out  of  a  pit,  which  eel  measured 
3ft.  Tin.  in  length,  the  girth  was  9in.  and  the  weight 
61b.  The  fact  is  extraordinary,  when  wo  recollect 
how  'troublesome  it  is  to  the  angler  to  land  a 
small  eel  when  hooked. — Supplement  to  "  Daniel's 
Sports." 


Collier,  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston;  Then  came  three 
carriages.  Lady  Stanley  and  Mrs.  Tennant  being  in 
the  first;  Mrs.  Myers,  Mrs.  C.  Coombe-Tennant, 
and  Miss  Tennant  in  the  second ;  Mrs.  Livingstone 
Bruce,  Mrs.  Wellcome,  Mrs.  Finlay,  and  Miss  Myers 
in  the  third.  The  procession  made  its  way  through 
Parliament-square  and  Dean's-yard  to  the  west 
cloister  entrance,  where  the  clergy  and  choir 
awaited  its  arrival.; 

Service  in  the  Abbey. 
While  the  congregation  was  assembling  in  the 
abbey.  Sir  Frederick  Bridge  played  Schubert's 
Match  Solennelle,  Chopin's  Funeral  March,  and 
Purcell's  funeral  music  for  trumpets  and  trombones, 
heard  by  many  present  for  the  first  time.  The 
opening  sentences  were  first  recited  by  the  Dean 
and  then  sung  by  the  choir  to  Croft's  music.  The 
clergy  present  were  the  Dean,  Canon  Duckworth 
(sub-dean).  Archdeacon  Wilberforce,  Bishop  Well- 
don,  Canon  Beaching,  and  the  minor  canons.  Passing 
up  the  nave  the  procession,  led  by  a  cross-bearer, 
halted  for  a  few  moments  at  the  side  of  Livingstone's 
grave,  and  then  entered  the  choir,  where  the  coffin 
w£V8  placed  on  a  massive  oaken  bier,  decorated  with 
lilies  and  other  white  flowers,  in  front  of  the  sac- 
rarium.  Arranged  on  the  steps  was  a  number  of 
beautiful  wreaths.  The  clergy  passed  within  the 
sacrarium,  the  Dean  and  Canon  Duckworth,  wearing 
copes  of  black  and  gold,  standing  just  within  the 
gates,  while  the  Ninetieth  Psalm  was  sung  to 
Purcell's  chant.    After  the  usual  lesson  h&d  been 


read  by  the  Dean,  Spohr'a  anthem,  "  Blest  are 
the  departed,"  waa  most  effectively  rendered  by  the 
choir,  and  Canon  Duckworth  read  the  remaining 
prayers  constituting  the  first  portion  of  the  burial 
service.  "  Lead,  kindly  light  "  to  Sullivan's  music 
was  sung,  and  after  the  Dean  had  given  the  bene- 
diction from  the  altar,  "O  God,  our  help  in  ages 
past"  concluded  the  service.  The  altar  was  draped 
in  violet,  and  the  reredoa  behind  was  partially  con- 
cealed by  a  dossal  of  similar  colour.  In  addition  to 
the  usual  lights  in  the  sacrarium  three  tapers  of 
unbleached  wax  were  burning  on  either  side  the 
coffin.  As  the  body  was  borne  from  the  aVjbey 
through  the  west  aisle  of  the  north  transept  the  Dead 
March  in  *'  Saul  "  was  played,  all  present  standing, 
and  Beethoven's  Funeral  March  was  the  final  dis- 
course from  the  organ  loft.  Among  those  present 
were  the  Hon.  Sidney  Robert  Greville,  private 
■=iocretary  to  Queen  Alexandra,  representing  the 
King;  the  Belgian  Minister,  repr?senting  the  King 
of  the  Belgians ;  Sir  Hrmpnt  Lloyd  HiH,  of  the 
Foreign  Office;  the  United  States  Ambassador; 
M.  Geoffrav,  representing  the  French  Ambassador ; 
the  United  States  Consul -General :  Lord  Newport, 
representing  the  Prime  Minister ;  Sheriff  Sir  Alfred 
Reynolds,  for  the  Lord  Mayor;  Field- Marshal  Earl 
Roberts,  Earl  Grey,  Lord  Glenesk.  Lord  Pveay,  Lord 
Burnham,  Lord  Haliburton,  Sir  A.  Condie-Stephon, 
Garter  Tving-at- Arms  ;  Sir  Lepel  Griffin,  Sir  Squire 
Bancroft,  Sir  George  Murray,  Sir  Thomas  Barlow, 
the  Mayors  of  Denbigh  and  Cardiff,  Dr.  Carl  Peters, 
Mr.  Edward  Marston,  Mr.  Demetrius  Boulger,  Mr. 
E.  E.  Peacock,  Mr.  .John  Boraston,  Said  Seiete,  and 
Messrs.  Grav  and  Hurst,  who  nursed  Sir  Henry  in 
his  last  illness. 

The  Interment. 
On  leaving  the  abbey  the  procession,  formed  as 
before  with  the  exception  of  the  lady  movu-ners, 
who  returned  to  Richmond- terrace,  passed  over 
Westminster  Bridge  and  along  the  road  to  the 
private  station  of  the  Necropolis  Company.  The 
short  route  was  Uned  with  spectators,  who  reverently 
honoured  their  former  representative  in  Parliament, 
and  many  of  the  tradesmen  put  up  symbols  of 
mourning.  At  the  station  the  body  was  placed  in 
the  well-arranged  chapelle  ardente  belonging  to  the 
company  until  the  appointed  hour  for  renaoval  to 
Pirbright.  The  pleasant  village,  near  which  was 
Sir  Henry  Stanley's  much-loved  country  home,  is 
not  far  from  Brookwood,  the  private  station  of  the 
Necropolis  Company,  and  here  a  hearse  and  mourn- 
ing carriages  were  in  attendance.  The  vicar,  the 
Rev.  Arthur  Krauss,  received  the  body  at  the  lych- 
gate  and  preceded  it  to  the  grave,  reciting  the 
opening  sentences  and  subsequently  the  final 
prayers  of  committal.  There  was  no  music,  and 
the  proceedings  occupied  but  a  few  minutes.  A 
wreath  from  Lady  Pirbright  was  laid  by  the  grave- 
side. The  pall-bearers  and  chief  mourners  were 
present,  and  most  of  the  members  of  the  local 
parish  council  and  other  residents  joined  in  the 
procession  through  the  churchyard. — Morning  Post. 


FISHING  WITH  COBMOEANTS 
IN  JAPAN. 


On  this  subject  a  correspondent  writes  :  "  The 
foD  owing  paragraph,  cut  from  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Nov.  7,  190.3,  is  misleading  on  some  points,  and 
as  the  matter  is  one  of  interest  it  deserves  a  fuller 
and  more  accm-ate  description  "  :— 

In  the  foremost  rank  of  novel  methods  of  catching 
fish  belongs  the  gifu  fishing  of  Japan.  The  fisher- 
men go  to  the  fishing-grounds  with  a  bright  torch 
at  the  bow  of  the  boat.  One  of  the  fishermen  holds 
strings  tied  to  a  nmnber  of  birds — a  species  of  duck. 
The  glare  of  the  torch  attracts  the  fish  to  the 
surface  of  the  water.  When  one  of  the  birds  sights 
a  fish  it  dives  after  it,  and  usually  succeeds  in 
capturing  and  swallowing  it.  When  a  duck  has 
swallowed  several  fish  and  its  neck  appears  fat  with 
them,  the  fishermen  pull  it  into  the  boat.  Then 
one  of  the  men  mil  dexterously  squeeze  the  duck's 
neck,  so  that  it  vomits  the  fish,  still  aUve,  into  a 
large  basket.  The  fish  captured  are  a  species  of 
trout,  and  are  considered  a  great  dehcacy. 

The  sport  is  called  ugari,  not  "  gifu  fishing.'' 
Gifu  is  the  name  of  a  town  on  the  river  Nagara,  in 
the  province  of  Mino,  and  it  is  at  this  place  that 
this  method  of  fishing  may  be  seen  to  the  greatest 
advantage.  The  birds  are  not  ducks,  but  cor- 
morants. Caught  young  on  the  coast,  they  are 
trained  to  the  work,  and  soon  become  wonderfully 
tame  and  expert.  Cormorant  fishing  in  Japan  is  of 
ancient  origin.  Trustworthy  records  1200  years 
old  describe  the  operations  at  that  time,  which  were 
precisely  like  those  adopted  at  the  present  day,  and 
many  Japanese  believe  that  this  method  of  fishing 
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was  in  vogue  hundreds  of  years  before  the  account 
given  of  it  in  the  Kojiki,  or  "  Records  of  Ancient 
Matters."  The  Nagara-gawa  at  Gifu  is  a  broad 
stream,  clear  and  somewhat  shallow  at  ordinary- 
times,  and  the  fish  caught  by  the  cormorani^  is  the 
Plecoglossus  altivdis,  a  small  and  delicately- 
flavoured  salmonoid,  with  which  the  Nagara  and 
many  other  similar  rivers  in  Japan  abounds.  The 
ugari  season  is  from  May  to  October,  and  the  best 
time  to  witness  the  fishing  is  on  a  calm,  moonless 
night — the  darker  the  better.  The  outing  is  a  kind 
of  evening  picnic  afloat.  The  spectators  go  in  a 
sort  of  houseboat,  nicely  matted  and  fitted  up  and 
illuminated  with  pretty  lanterns.  Creature  com- 
forts— solid  and  liquid — are  a  sine  qua  non,  and 
musicians,  story-teUers,  and  pretty  waitresses  all 
add  their  quota  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  meriy 
party.  The  boats  push  off,  and  head  upstream, 
poling,  the  fishermen  coming  later.  After  an  hour 
or  more  the  boats  are  swung  at  a  convenient  place 
in  midstream,  and  the  fishing  boats  are  soon 
descried  coming  up.  Each  of  these  carries  a  stout 
pole  hung  over  the  bow,  from  the  end  of  which 
depends  a  big  blazing  torch,  that  serves  the  double 
purpose  of  attracting  the  fish  and  illuminating  the 
operations,  the  bright  lights  and  shadowy  figures 
forming  a  somewhat  weird  spectacle.  Each  boat 
contains  four  men,  one  to  manage  the  craft  and  two 
to  control  the  birds,  the  principal  occupation  of  the 
fourth  apparently  being  that  of  claquer  to  the  cor- 
morants. This  artist  adds  much  to  the  din  and 
excitement  by  continually  praising  the  most  active 
and  successful  of  the  birds,  and  loudly  rating  the 
less  diligent.  Each  bird  has  a  number,  and  he 
addresses  them  by  their  numbers,  which  they  seem 
to  perfectly  understand.  One  would  imagine  from 
its  appearance  that  the  cormorant  is  not  intelligent ; 
but  however  that  may  be,  the  training  of  the  Gifu 
birds  has  been  brought  to  absolute  j)crfection.  They 
are  placed  in  the  water  in  regular  order,  according 
to  their  numbers,  and  if  by  chance  a  mistake  is 
made,  it  is  soon  apparent  by  the  clamour  raised, 
both  by  the  bird  taken  out  of  its  turn  and  the  one 
whose  proper  turn  it  is  to  go  in.  There  is  no  mistake 
about  this,  as  it  is  frequently  done  as  a  diversion  and 
to  prove  the  intelligence  of  the  birds.  On  arriving 
at  the  spot  to  commence  fishing  the  houseboats  are 
surrounded  by  the  fishing  boats,  so  that  all  may  see 
well,  the  combined  torches  of  six  or  seven  of  the 
latter  making  a  grand  illumination,  and  in  this 
formation,  skilfully  maintained,  the  whole  fleet 
floats  slowly  down  the  river  to  Gifu.  The  birds, 
already  harnessed,  are  gently  dropped  one  by  one 
into  the  water,  with  a  piece  of  whalebone  or  flat 
bamboo  across  the  back,  to  which  a  single  rein  is 
attached.  The  boss  bird-man  lowers  his  lot  with 
the  right  hand,  passing  each  succeeding  rein  into 
the  left,  until  he  has  twelve  birds  at  work,  diving, 
splashing,  and  catching  fish,  and  twelve  reins  in  his 
left  hand,  only  occasionally  using  his  right  to 
prevent  a  cross  or  a  foul.  The  skill  of  this  man  in 
handling  the  "  ribbons ''  is  phenomenal.  The 
second  bird-man  has  four  or  six  birds  only,  and  the 
number  of  reins  according.  Each  bird  has  an  iron 
ring  round  its  neck,  placed  low  down,  and,  once  put 
on,  it  is  never  taken  off.  It  is  fitted  so  carefully 
that  it  is  no  detriment  to  the  bird  whatever,  and 
allows  it  to  swallow  small  fish,  the  larger  ones 
simply  being  pouched.  The  keen  eye  of  the  bird- 
master  soon  discovers  a  bird  with  a  pouch  full  of 
fish.  This  is  indicated  by  the  cormorant  ceasing  to 
dive,  and  often  by  turning  towards  the  boat  to  be 
relieved.  The  bird  is  then  lifted  on  board,  and  on 
the  man  opening  its  mouth  the  fish  are  disgorged 
into  a  basket  handy  for  the  purpose.  Here  he 
exJiibits  more  dexterity,  for  he  has  during  this 
operation  to  keep  one  eye  on  eleven  birds  and 
manage  eleven  reins.  The  bud  relieved  is  then  put 
into  the  water  as  before  and  the  lein  passed  to  the 
left  hand,  by  which  time  there  is  another,  perhaps 
two,  ready  for  disgorging  ;  and  so  the  game  goes  on, 
the  claquer  never  ceasing  his  din  and  clatter  nor  the 
birds  their  splashing  and  diving,  and  apparently 
talking  to  each  other,  for  the  cormorants  seem  to 
enjoy  the  sport  as  much  as  the  spectators.  These 
birds  work  at  this  game  for  eighteen  or  twenty 
years,  and  one  reason  perliaps  why  the  young  ones 
become  expert  at  the  business  in  a  season  or  two  is 
their  association  with  the  older  ones  who  have  V)een 
at  it  for  a  decade  or  more  and  become  past  masters. 
The  pouch  of  a  cormorant  will  hold  six  or  eight  fish, 
and  it  is  a  common  thing  for  a  bird  to  disgorge  150 
in  an  hour.  The  drift  from  the  start  down  to  Gifu 
takes  from  two  and  a  half  to  throe  hours,  the  birds 
working  'unceasingly  the  whole  time.    With  half-a- 


dozen  boats  and  sixteen  or  eighteen  birds  in  each, 
the  size  of  the  catch  is  easily  estimated.  The 
quantity  of  these  fish  in  the  Nagara-gawa  may  also 
be  judged  by  the  fact  that  this  fishing  goes  on  over 
the  same  ground  night  after  night  for  nearly  half 
the  year.  Grey  Palmer. 


SPEING  ANGLING  ON  THE 
GOODWINS. 

The  fact  that  good  sea  angling  may  bo  enjoyed 
on  the  Goodwin  Sands  during  what  is  popularly 
supposed  to  be  the  "  off  "  season  at  Deal  is  too 
little  known.  In  years  gone  by  the  local  fishermen 
did  well  with  trots  and  hand-linos  during  the  time 
the  whiting  were  to  be  found  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Trinity  Bay.  For  some  reason  or  other  these 
fish  were  nearly  all  exported  to  the  Continent.  Of 
late  years,  however,  but  little  seems  to  have  been 
done  in  this  direction  :  why  seems  doubtful.  It  is 
now  quite  the  exception  to  find  Deal  men  fishing  on 
the  sands.  A  year  or  two  ago  it  occurred  to  us  (that 
is,  my  wife  and  myself)  to  try  rod  fishing  on  the 
spot  where  report  told  us  good  fishing  had  been 
previously  enjoyed,  and  although  our  bags  by  no 
moans  rivalled  the  phenomenal  tak6s  whicli  wo  had 
heard  of,  but  had  not  seen,  we  were  sufficiently 
successful  to  encourage  us  to  repeat  the  experiment, 
a  day's  sport  being  doubly  enjoyable  from  its  com- 
parative rarity.  The  spring  whiting  season  is  not  a 
long  one.  It  is  difficult  to  say  when  it  will  start  and 
when  it  will  end,  as  the  migrations  of  the  whiting 


are  governed  by  causes  which  at  present  are  not 
understood,  but  generally  speaking  it  is  in  May. 
The  condition  necessary  is  fijie  weather;  a  strong 
wind  and  sea  effectually  prevent  sport,  comfort,  and 
perhaps  even  safety.  Then  one  should  go  at  the 
neap  tides,  at  the  slack  of  the  flood  and  the  draw  of 
the  ebb.  The  fish  are  there  all  the  time  of  course, 
but  at  the  time  of  the  springs  the  tide  runs  so  hard 
that  it  is  practically  impossible  to  hold  bottom  ; 
sometimes  even  the  anchor  drags  owing  to  the  force 
of  the  current.-  Strong  gear  is  necessary,  good 
hea-vy  leads,  and  plenty  of  mackerel  and  herring 
bait.  With  these  good  sport  can  often,  not  always, 
be  had.  At  any  rate,  that  it  is  an  experiment  worth 
trying  we  have  proved  from  experience. 

With  regard  to  the  spot  to  be  chosen  little  need 
be  said  ;  that  is  best  left  to  the  boatman,  who  will 
be  guided  by  prevailing  circumstances  and  condi- 
tions, but  it  must  be  well  out.  We  have  had  the  best 
sport  in  the  stream  off  the  south-west  buoy,  and 
with  the  Gull  lightship  about  over  Ramsgate  har- 
bour ;  but  the  choosing  of  a  position  is  more  or  less 
a  matter  of  luck. 

The  next  suitable  tides  will  be  May  22  to  25  and 
June  5  to  9.  Of  course,  it  ]»  impossible  to  promise 
sport  then.'  If  the  weather  be  favourable,  the  fish 
will  in  all  probability  be  there.  More  catmot  be 
said. 

The  photograph  hero  reproduced  will  give  an  idea 
of  a  day's  catch  in  May  by  Messrs,  T.  Roberts, 
D.  R.  Rhodes,  and  Geo.  Herbert,  jun.,  on  the 


Goodwin  Sands  on  May  8,  1904,  consisting  of 
sixty -four  dog-fish  (largest  8^1b.,  smallest  l|lb.), 
five  dabs,  fifty-eight  whiting,  one  gurnard,  and 
one  mackerel  (lib.  6oz.).  There  are  too  many 
dog-fish  perhaps  to  suit  some  people,  with  the 
necessary  consequence  that  whiting  are  fewer,  as 
they  are  driven  away  by  the  big  dogs  ;  but  the 
latter  are  bold  fighters,  give  excellent  sport,  and  if 
one  can  only  overcome  the  prejudice  their  appear- 
ance causes  are  (properly  dressed  and  cooked)  first- 
rate  eating.    I  speak  from  experience  of  them. 

Charles  HussEY;  .  I 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  mu^t  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS.  | 

Thames. — Genbbal  Remabks. — The  best  trout 
of  this  peason  has  been  caught  in  the  open  water 
at  Halliford.    It  was  taken  by  Mr.  Sinibaidi  ©f  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society.    The  fish  was  beauti- 
fully marked  and  Iq  excellent  condition.  It  weighed 
81b.  5oz.,  and  measured  2()in.  in  length,  and  Itjjin. 
girth.    This  is  the  second  big  trout  taken  by  this 
well-known  Thames  angler  this  season.    At  Henley 
Mr.  A.  E    Hobbs  has  taken  three  trout — one  of 
2  Jib.,  another  of  21b.  ].3oz.,and  one  of  31b,  2oz.  The 
two  smaller  fish  he  returned  to  the  river.    Molesey  . 
Weir  has  not  yet  yielded  a  trout  this  season.  At 
Shepperton  Weir  a  lOlb.  barbel  was  hooked  byatrout  ^ 
fisherman  and  returned  to  the  water,  and  Mr.  Kipping  i 
at  Sunbury  Weir  hooked  another  ksig  barbel,  whi  h  i 


he  thought  must  have  scaled  111b.,  but  he  lost  the 
fish,  which  ran  the  lino  round  one  of  the  piles.  Mr. 
Sands,  at  Shepperton,  has  landed  four  chub  up  to 
51b.,  which  he  carefully  returned  to  the  water.  The 
river  remains  in  excellent  order.  Last  week,  at 
Marlow,  Mr.  Prested,  out  with  Coster,  had  a  trout 
of  41b.,  and  at  Egham  Weir  Mr.  Gomm  hooked  and 
lost  a  trout,  Mr.  Rowles  doing  the  same. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

 (Lechlade,  Glo-acestershire). — Two  gentle- 
men, staying  at  the  Trout,  have  been  killing  several 
trout  up  to  41b, ;  there  is  an  exceptionally  good  show 
of  fish  on  the  move  this  summer.  The  May  Fly  will 
be  well  on  next  week. — Chas.  Powell, 

Coin  (Fairford,  GloucestersMre). — The  river, 
considering  the  dryness  of  the  weather  and  the 
cold  winds,  is  in  good  condition  for  rlry  fly  work, 
and  several  anglers  have  been  out  both  on  the 
public  and  private  waters.  An  unusually'  large 
variety  of  flies  have  been  up,  and  the  trout  feed  on 
them  with  avidity,  but  at  the  same  time  rise  so 
quickly  as  at  times  to  be  scarcely  perceptible,  only 
just  breaking  the  water.  The  chief  flies  that  have 
been  seen  are  Olive  Blue  and  Yellow  Dun,  Brown 
Alder,  Spinners,  Black  Hawthorns,  Sedges,  and 
Black  Gnats.  A  few  May  Flies  have  been  seen,  but  I 
do  not  expect  they  will  be  up  before  the  28th  of  May, 
unless  we  get  some  very  close  thunder  weather. 
There  has  not  been  any  large  catches  lately  worth 
recording,  the  large  trout  are  waiting  for  the  May 
Fly." — Chas.  Powell. 

Darenth  (Hortou  Kirby,  etc.). — Prospects  ^are 
much  better,  and  anglers  are  now  likely  to  reap  the 


1 


Mat  21,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


335 


CONTENTS. 

NiBi — AU  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in 
this  paper. 

Occasional  Notes    329 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson    and  Anderson 


open  a  West  End  House   329 

Particulars  about  Southport    329 

The  Weather  in  Norway    329 

"What  T  Saw  and   Heard   while  Pollack, 

Salmon,  and  Trout  Fishing  in  co.  Donegal "  330 

Xotes  on  Natural  Fly  Fishing  or  Dapping     ...  331 

Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Records  in  America     ...  332 

Reports  re  Rivers  in  Norway,  1904    332 

The  Royal  Visit  to  Kilkenny   333 

Funeral  of  Sir  Henry  Stanley    333 

Fishing  with  Cormorants  in  Japan    333 

Spring  Angling  on  the  Goodwins    334 

The  Late  Mr.  Duncan  Mackay,  Overscaig  Hotel  339 

Whitsuntide  Holiday  Arrangements   341 

Notes  from  the  North    341 


benefit  of  the  prolonged  wet  weather,  the  springs 
being  full  up.  I  rose  a  number  of  fish  on  Saturday 
evening  (May  14)  and  hooked  four,  but  only  kept 
out  one.  They  were  rather  smaller  than  usual 
The  Red  QuUl,  drj-,  and  the  Coachman  were  the 
successful  flies.  There  will  be  a  good  chance  for 
sport  at  Whitsuntide. — J.  Patjl  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Very  little  has 
been  done  during  the  past  week.  The  fish  have 
been  very  shy  and  ara  not  taking  at  all  well.  The 
weather  has  improved  somewhat,  and  better  spjrt 
may  be  anticipated.  Fishing  in  the  Harbourne, 
Mr.  F.  Hayman  had  a  couple  of  brace  of  nice  fish 
last  week,  whilst  on  Friday,  May  13,  Mr.  H.  Searle, 
of  Staverton,  had  a  dozen  trout,  all  in  beautiful 
condition.  On  May  16,  fishing  in  the  lower  waters, 
the  same  angler  creeled  five  brace.  Messrs.  Revell 
and  E.  Distin  have  beeu  out  several  evenings,  but 
have  not  been  rewarded  with  good  baskets. — 
Devoxian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Very  little  has  been  done  on  this 
river  during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  wild, 
squally  weather,  and  the  low  state  of  the  water.  A 
few  rods  have  been  out,  but  have  met  with  indiffer- 
ent results.  A  good  fiood  is  much  needed  to  im- 
prove matters. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter;. — Somo  very  fine  sport 
has  been  had  with  salmon  by  the  netsmen  and  rod 
anijlers ;  as  an  instance  of  the  first-named,  in  the 
Exe  near  Topsham  forty-Sve  salmon  were  caught 
on  Wednesday  night  alone  (May  11),  one  of  them 
scaling  30|]b.  Trout  have  also  been  caught  in  the 
Exe,  Culnie,  and  Cr^edy  with  Blue  Upright.  Red 
Spinner,  Stone  Fly,  and  Palmers.  At  Exmouth  a 
few  bass  and  pollack  have  been  taken,  and  a  good 
quantity  of  flatfish,  best  catches  b?in2  made  with 
lugworm  and  peel  crab  by  Me«srs.  R.  Mostyn, 
Bastin,  White,  Popkin,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooke,  and 
Mr.  Pollard,  the  last-named  securing  a  fine  plaice  of 
4.^1b.  Several  hundred  mullet  are  to  be  seen 
disporting  themselves  in  the  dock. — Red  Palmer. 

Itea  and  Tribntariea.— Sport  for  trout-anglers 
has  again  been  quiet,  though  the  whereabouts  of 
some  good  fish  are  known  at  Hertford,  St.  Mar- 
garet's, Ware,  and  Rye  House.  The  river  is  very 
bright,  and  a  few  hours'  warm  rain  would  be  wel- 
comed. The  Beane  and  other  tributaries  would 
also  be  improved  by  rain.  Last  week,  in  the 
Hertford  waters  of  the  Beane,  Mr.  J.  Green,  jun., 
took  a  brace  of  trout  scaling  .51b.  No  good  takes 
on  this  stream  are  reported  this  week.  Dace  are 
beginning  to  look  in  nice  condition,  and  should 
afford  good  sport  on  the  fly  when  the  season  re- 
opens in  June. — IZAAK  Walton. 

ItVLgf!  and  Arrow  (Iieommster). — Both  streams 
are  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  but  more  rain  is  wanted. 
A  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  some  nice  trout 
taken  with  the  fly.    Prospects  for  sport  good. — 

fiWYNSE. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  river  is  now 
running  very  clear  and  low,  and  the  weeds  arc 
(commencing  t  )  show  their  presence  in  all  parts  of 
the  bed  of  the  stream.  Trout  rise  from  about 
10  a.m.  to  2  p.m.,  and  again  are  seen  to  move  from 
about  0  p.m.  to  du^k.  They  are  feeding  chiefly  on 
midges  and  "smuts,"  however,  and  ar>'  difficult  to 
take  with  the  artificial  fly,  as  there  have  been  of 
Kite  very  few  ordinary  duns  on  the  water,  and  the 
minute  midges  are  impossible  to  imitate  succoss- 
fiilly.  The  dry  fly  is  just  now  the  only  means  of 
taking  a  few  brace  of  good  fish,  but  it  is  the  best  of 
sport.  Small  Black  Gnats,  Blue  and  Red  Quills,  on 
000  hooks,  presented  to  fish  midging  under  the 
bushes  are  effective,  and  the  fish  so  taken  are  in 
splendid  condition  (May  18). — Heron. 

Tlymontb. — I  have  just  had  a  fortnight  on  the 
higher  waters  of  the  Tavy,  but  sport  has  not  been 


good.  I  have,  however,  heard  of  better  reports 
from  the  lower  waters,  where  the  peal  have  com- 
menced sport.  I  hear  Mr.  Winsor  had  a  nice  peal, 
Bilb.,  on  Saturday  (May  14).  All  the  rivers -would 
benefit  just  now  by  a  little  rain.  —  William 
Heard  ER. 

Severn  (Shropshire).  — The  Severn  is  in  good 
order,  but  there  is  little  or  nothing  doing.  Netting 
has  of  late  been  so  extensively  carried  on  that  the 
stock  of  fish  of  all  kinds,  trout  not  excepted,  has 
been  sadly  reduced.  Unless  restocked  it  would  be 
many  years,  if  ever,  ere  the  river  can  recover  from 
this  wholesale  depletion. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Quite  summerlike  weather  prevailed  here 
during  the  past  week  and  up  to  Tuesdav  evening. 
The  rivers  also  were  in  good  condition,  and  better 
sport  has  been  had  in  this  noighbourhood  than  has 
been  the  case  since  the  trout  fishing  season  com- 
menced. On  Wednesday  morning  a  change  for  tha 
worse  took  place  in  the  weather,  and  a  cold  and 
biting  wind  from  the  north- west  brought  with  it 
frequent  showe:s  of  chilling  rain  and  sleet,  which 
continue  up  to  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday 
night).  Very  few  fliei  are  yet  to  be  seen  on  these 
rivers,  and  a  general  complaint  amongst  anglers  is 
that  the  trout  are  very  slo  w  at  rising  to  the  fly,  but 
all  the  fish  taken  are  in  excellent  condition. — 
Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.    A  few 

fine  days  have  graced  the  weather  of  the  week,  and 
yet  withal  the  mornings  have  as  a  rule  been  ushered 
in  with  a  tinge  of  frost.  There  is  but  a  poor  trout 
record  up  to  the  present — an  occasional  brace  of  fish 
up  to  21b.  from  the  western  streams  and  a  few 
small  trout  from  the  tribirtaries  of  the  Adur  and 
Ouse.  The  lower  reach  of  the  Chichester  Canal 
augurs  well  for  sport  when  the  close  season  is  over. 
Inside  the  upper  lock  at  Birdham  Bridge  the  water 
was  a  few  days  since  teeming  with  fish — -magnificent 
perch  and  carp — and  a  grand  lot  of  them.  Numbers 
of  large  bream,  roach,  and  some  good  tench.  The 
water  is  well  worth  a  visit  for  the  view  of  sport  in 
prospective.  Bass  are  feeding  freely  at  Pilsea  Piles, 
taking  shrimp  and  crab  bait.  The  mullet  are  in 
fair  quantities  and  as  shy  as  ever.  Flounders  are 
running  well  and  of  good  size,  and  small  eels  are 
numerous. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).  — Rivers  in  good  order,  but 
fish  not  coming  as  free  as  one  w  iuld  like. — Rtjsty 
Game. 

Teme  Ludlow).  -The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
still  running  clear,  and  a  good  few  anglers  have 
been  out.  The  fish  have  been  rising  fairly  well  at 
the  fly.  Bottom  fishers  with  worm  have  taken 
some  good  trout,  especially  in  early  morning,  when 
trout  lib.  and  IJlb.  have  been  landed.  Fishing  on 
May  14,  five  trout  were  landed  with  the  worm, 
the  largest  21b.  2oz.  On  May  16*  below  the 
town,  some  fair  trout  were  taken  with  fly.  With 
minnow,  on  May  17,  four  good  trout  were  taken 
near  the  Castle.  The  prospects  for  sport  are  now 
good.— S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbnry). — The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 

to  run  low  and  clear  and  in  fair  order  for  fishing, 
but  a  good  fall  of  rain  is  required  to  improve  the 
prospects  of  fishing.  The  fish  have  been  rising  at 
the  fly,  but  the  large  fish  are  feeding  on  the  bottom, 
and  the  May  Fly  is  evidently  moving.  The  weather 
has  been  warm,  and  if  it  continues  we  may  see  it  up 
in  a  few  days,  when  fishing  will  be  brisk  for  a  time. — 

WoRCE.STEK. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neighbouring; 
Biivers. — Reports  to  hand  show  that  good  sport  is 
still  being  mot  with.  A  few  rods  on  the  Wansbeck 
have  had  some  excellent  sport,  one  in  particular 
having  a  basket  of  twelve  trout.  We  also  hear  of 
some  good  sport  on  the  North  Tyne.  Several  rods 
on  the  Coquet  have  had  some  very  good  sport,  one 
on  Monday  taking  seventeen  fish,  all  of  good  size, 
and  two  of  Ijlb.  amongst  them.  In  fact,  all  reports 
point  to  a  famous  time  during  the  holidays.  Best 
killing  flies :  Stone  Fly,  Greenwell's  Glory,  Red 
Spinner,  Harelug,  Woodcock,  Orange  Partridge, 
Yellow  Dotterel  and  Black  Gnat.  —  Henry  A. 
Murton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10, 
Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  salmon  angler,  although  the 
river  is  rather  low,  continues  to  meet  with  a 
fair  amount  of  success,  and  the  following  "  kills  " 
are  reported :— May  11,  Mr.  Hughes,  three,  two  of 
which  weighed  211b.  and  271b.;  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies, 
one,  211b.;  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Bates,  one;   Mr.  H. 


Troct,  Ska-Tkout,  a.ni)  Salmon  Tlies.— One  of  the  largest 
stocksin  the  kingdom.  Special  .attention  given  tollies  to  pattern. 
.Siiitahle  selections  made  up  for  all  jiarts.  Jfounted  fly  easts  for 
riverorlake.  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  i)oints,  Is.  per  dozen.  E.xtra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  (id.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  first  ([uality, 
9d.  each.— .7.  K  MjI/LKR,  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt.  19,  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams:  "  Piscator,  Leeds. 


Humphrey  s  two,  121b.  and  14lb.,  in  Coody prior  and 
liaildorry;  Mr.  Sword,  one,  121b.,  in  the  Road 
Pool.  May  12,  Mr.  Gaskell  Davie.s,  one,  131b.,  m 
the  Road  Pool;  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies,  two.  May  13, 
Mr.  Geo.  Edmunds,  jun.,  one,  91b.,  in  the  Garcoed. 
May  14,  Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  one,  101b.,  in  Parkers 
Hole  ;  Mrs.  Lister,  one,  1  lib.,  in  the  Lower  Crows  ; 
Mr.  Sword,  one,  Olb.,  in  the  Road  Pool ;  Dr.  Har;kett, 
one,  1311b.  in  the  Garcoed.  May  Ki,  Mr.  R. 
Rickards,  one,  l  llb.,  in  Coodyprior. — T.  K. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers 
continue  in  g  )od  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  some 
nice  creels  of  trout  have  been  obtained  from  both 
streams,  the  Wye  yielding  baskets  from  two  to  five 
brace.  The  Derwent  is  also  affording  fairly  good 
sport,  as  this  river  ha-s  had  a  nut  brown  tinge  in  it. 
caused  by  heavy  showers  of  rain  in  the  woodland 
district,  which  all  anglers  are  pleased  to  .see,  as  we 
can  almost  rely  on  securing  heavier  panniers  when 
this  colour  is  on  the  Derwent.  Baskets  ranging 
from  two  to  five  and  six  brace  have  been  taken 
both  from  the  Hathersage,  Chatsworth,  and  Darley- 
dale  Clubs'  waters;  also  the  lower  portion  of  this 
river,  including  the  Matlock  and  Croraford  Angling 
Association's  waters,  has  yielded  some  of  the 
best  trout.  The  prospect  for  the  Whitsuntide 
holiday  anglers  is  very  favourable,  as  the  weat;her 
is  mild  with  a  few  showers  of  rain.  Useful  flies  : 
Dark  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy  (darker  shade). 
Yellow  Dun,  Iron  Blue  Dun,  Black  Gnat,  and 
Soldier  Palmer. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks).— All  our  streams  have  been  running 
low  and  very  clear.  During  the  last  few  days  the 
Stone  Fly  Creeper  has  hatched  out  a  great  deal 
and  is  now  well  on.  Good  baskets  should  be  made. 
A  few  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  upper  reaches 
at  Hawes,  Askrigg,  and  Redmire.  A  few  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  got  with  the  fly.  Mr.  F.  G.  Pedley 
had  nice  sport,  in  three  hours  securing  six  brace  of 
nice  trout.  Best  flies  were  Orange  Partridge  and 
Poult  Bloa.  In  the  tributaries  of  the  Yore  a  few  brace 
of  trout  have  been  got  with  the  upstream  worm. 
In  ths  lower  reaches  sport  has  not  been  good  at 
Masham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon.  The  Wharfe  is  low 
and  clear,  the  weather  is  very  bright  and  clear.  F air 
sport  has  been  had  in  the  districts  of  Grassington, 
Burnsall,  and  Ilkley.  Several  anglers  have  been 
paying  a  visit  to  the  reservoirs  at  Fewston  and 
Swinty,  and  some  nice  panniers  of  trout  have  be  n 
got  here  with  the  maggot.  Should  the  present 
weather  continue,  the  Yellow  May  and  Stone  Fly 
will  soon  hatch  out.  The  favourite  lure  at  present 
is  the  Stone  Fly  Creeper.  Best  flies  are:  Yellow 
and  Orange  Partridges,  Poult  Bloa,  Stone  Midge, 
Dark  Watchet,  Yellow-le,r-_d  Bloa,  Blue  Partridge, 
and  Spider  Fly.  —  John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 

Aberfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel). — Mr. 

Chalmers  and  Mr.  Wood,  fishing  the  Tay  on  May  9, 
caught  seven  trout,  5lb. ;  on  the  11th,  Mr.  Chalmers 
and  Mr.  Lindesay,  eleven  trout,  91b.;  on  the  13th, 
Mr.  Chalmers  and  Messrs.  Wood,  nineteen  trout, 
121b  —Alexander  Nicol. 

Bea.uly. — Splendid  sport  continues  to  be  obtained 
by  anglers  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Beauly. 
Mr.  Gibbons  and  party,  who  lease  the  H  me  Beat 
of  the  Castle  waters  from  their  headquarters  at  the 
Lovat  Arms  Hotel,  had  again  capital  sport  during 
the  week.  Their  take  for  the  six  days  was  twenty- 
five  salmon,  of  the  aggregate  weight  of  2681b.,  or 
nearly  2Jcwt.  The  heaviest  was  a  fine  clean-run 
fish  of  2'Olb.,  and  the  next  heaviest  161b.  The 
baskets  were  as  follows  : — On  May  9,  four  salmon, 
average  111b. ;  on  the  lOth,  four,  average  9 Jib.  ;  on 
the  11th,  four,  aggregating  4llb. ;  on  the  12th.  four, 
totalling  491b.  ;  on  the  13th,  five,  weighing  exactly 
Jcwt.  ;  and  on  the  14th,  four.  In  the  twelve  days 
fished  by  Mr.  Gibbons  and  party  they  have  grassed 
fifty-two  beautiful  salmon,  totalling  5181b.,  or  an 
average  of  very  nearly  101b.  The  river  is  in 
excellent  ply,  and  the  pools  well  stocked.  The  sea- 
trout  fishing  was  not  so  productive,  although 
baskets  up  to  121b.  and  151b.  were  obtained  by  the 
Hon.  B.  C.  Maxwell  and  Mr.  Cameron,  Moniach 
Castle.  On  Friday  (May  13)  a  large  seal  was 
observed  disporting  himself  in  the  Ferry  Pool  with 
a  large  salmon  in  his  mouth,  being  the  first  seen  in 
the  river  since  the  start  of  the  fishing  season. — 
Alick  Ross. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — In  Langholm  water 
yellow  trout  are  affording  good  sport.  Mr.  Majori- 
banks  had  three  dozen  and  a  sea- trout  weighing  21b. 
in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water  below 
Langholm.  Col.  Maxwell  and  Major  Maxwell  creeled 
8lb.  of  yellow  trout  on  May  12,  and  on  May  13  they 
had  6^1b.  in  Westerkirk  water.  Mr.  Cyril  Francis 
Hastings  caught  a  dozen  trout  in  the  upper  reaches. 
Mr.  C.  Barlow  had  eighteen  yellow  trout  in  the  same 
water.  Fishing  in  the  lower  stretches  of  the  Liddle, 
Mr.  A,  Keen  had  a  sea-trout  of  4^5.    Salmon  had 
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been  scarce  in  the  Solway  Firth  nets  during  most 
of  last  week,  but  they  did  better  on  May  13  and 
14,  and  the  poke  nets  had  a  fair  lot  of  sea-trout 
during  the  week,  some  weighing  21b.  eaf^h. 
A  few  sea-trout  have  been  got  in  the  Netherby 
reserved  water  and  on  the  Scottish  side 
of  the  double  water  in  the  Willow  and  Cauldron 
pools.  Mr.  R.  Nelson  caught  two  dozen  yellow  trout 
on  May  13  in  the  mid-reaches  of  the  Esk,  and  Mr. 
Murray  had  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout.  Mr.  J. 
Johnstone  had  a  nice  creel  of  yellow  trout  in 
Canonbie  water,  and  Mr.  Jackson  was  equally  suc- 
cessful. Mr.  .Tas.  Steele  had  a  basket  of  ten  yellow 
trout  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle.  Mr. 
Graham  had  over  a  dozen.  Mr.  D.  Murray  had 
a  good  basket,  and  Mr.  S.  Johnstone  did  fairly 
well  with  yellow  trout  in  the  same  water.  Mr. 
J.  Armstrong,  Mr.  R.  Walker,  and  Mr.  W.  Nichol 
have  each  had  fair  baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the 
Newcastleton  division  of  the  Liddle,  while  fair 
baskets  have  been  got  at  Liddle  Bank  and  Kersliope 
Foot.  Good  hauls  of  burn  trout  have  been  made 
in  Hermitage,  Ewes,  Tarras,  and  Stennish  waters, 
and  a  few  have  been  got  in  Meggat.  At  time  of 
writing,  the  waters  are  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing. 
Bait  fishing  opens  in  the  tributaries  on  .Tune  1. 
Mr.  C.  Francis,  Eskdale  Hotel,  Langholm,  creeled 
eighteen  yellow  trout  in  Tarras  water,  and  has  had 
good  baskets  daily  both  in  Esk  and  Ewes,  many 
weighing  over  lib.  each. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross  Ardgay,  N.B.). — During 
the  past  week  the  Tnvercharron,  Braelangwell.  and 
Gledfield  waters  were  fished  by  Messrs.  Matcham, 
Pultney,  and  Powell,  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  who 
have  the  fishing  on  those  portions  of  the  river  for 
the  month.  Their  sport  for  the  week  was  thirteen 
salmon  in  all — one,  81b..  three,  91h.  each,  five,  lOlb. 
each,  one.  111b.,  one,  121b.,  one,  131b.,  and  one,  141b. 
On  Monday  (May  16)  they  got  ore  salmon  of  01b. 
On  the  Gruinards  water  only  one  fish,  111b.,  has 
been  caught  on  Col.  Piatt's  rod  since  last  reported. 
Weather  still  very  unseasonable. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire)  —The  river  Deveron  has 
been  in  fine  trim  for  angling  and  netting  for  some 
time,  and  fair  sport  has  been  obtained.  On  May  10, 
on  the  Edinglassie  water,  Mr.  Smith,  gamekeeper, 
had  a  salmon  of  81b.  ;  on  the  Huntly  water,  on 
May  14,  Mr.  Cruickshank,  Mr.  Morrison  and  Mr. 
Crighton  had  one  apiece,  each  weighing  from  (ilb. 
to  81b.  The  first  grilse  for  the  season  was  caught 
on  the  river  on  May  11  and  weighed  2 Jib.  This  is 
a  few  days  earlier  than  the  catch  of  the  first  prilse 
last  season.  On  the  coast  several  grilse  were  got  at 
the  end  of  last  week.  They  averaged  2^\h.  A  slight 
improvement  is  reported  both  in  the  river  and  coast 
stations.  The  weather  i".  proving  more  favourable, 
and  the  sea  is  not  so  rough.  Fish  are  drawing 
coastward.  Salmon  are  of  good  size,  the  average 
weight  being  101b.  Sea-trout  average  2Ib.  From 
this  district  a  box  is  consigned  daily  to  the  market. 
— H.  W. 

  CHuntly).  —  The  spate  of  last  week  was 

anxiously  looked  for,  but  the  after  effect  has  not 
been  so  good  as  anticipated.  During  the  spate 
some  heavy  baskets  were  got  with  worm,  but  since 
then  the  trout  have  been  very  stiff  to  move  to  fly. 
I  have  not  heard  of  any  particularly  large  baskets. 
Mr.  A.  K.  Sellar,  8:|^lb.  ;  Mr.  Burns  had  a  nice  trout 
of  2-}lb.  :  and  from  Ness  Bogie  Mr.  Rippon  had  two 
trout,  31b.  each.  Mr.  Geo.  Forbes,  fishing  for  a 
couple  of  hours  during  the  evening,  has  had  several 
nice  baskets,  his  best  being  91b.  During  the  week  a 
few  salmon  were  landed,  and  a  few  hooked  and 
lost.  Messrs.  Crichton,  Jesseman,  and  Cruickshank 
had  one  each,  but  only  learned  the  weight  of  the 
former,  61b.  Weather  unsettled,  and  tending  to 
cold. — Dkake  Wing. 

Docliaxt  fPerthshire).  —  On  May  10,  Mr. 
Williamson,  of  Lancashire,  out  from  Luib  Hotel  on 
the  river,  had  nine  trout,  5]lb.  Heaviest  trout, 
l|lb. — D.  McNauohton. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Invershin,  N.B.). — The 
weather  has  been  so  squally  of  late  that  sea-trout 
angling  could  not  be  prosecuted  with  pleasure  or 
success.  The  best  basket  since  last  reported  was 
by  Mr.  W.  Urquhart,  Tain,  who  was  out  from  the 
Station  Hotel  on  May  12  and  landed  seven  sea- 
trout,  which  ranged  from  lib.  to  21b.  each.  They 
were  in  excellent  condition.  The  net  fishings  on 
the  Kyle  at  Bonar,  etc.,  are  still  being  prosecuted 
with  but  indifferent  success. — B. 

Iioch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  present  month  has 
been  one  of  almost  continuous  storm.  Day  after 
day  the  boats  have  been  forced  to  k»ep  within 
shelter,  while  the  loch  has  been  swept  by  cold  south- 
westerly galea,  and  little  more  than  half  the  rods 
out  have  accounted  for  fish  At  the  time  of  writing 
boi-iterous  weather  continues,  and  it  is  a  quite 
hopeless  day  for  angling.  There  has  been  no  rise 
of  fish  on  daring  the  past  week,  and  nearly 
all  the  fish  captured  were  got  with  artificial  minnow. 
The  '  most  succoasful  angling  club  out  I  was 
Dundee  Weafcend,  when  twenty-five  members  took 


thirty-two  trout,  which  weighed  401b.  7oz,  Mr. 
T.  D.  Smibert  was  first  with  five  trout,  5lb.  6oz. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Wright  had  the  heaviest  trout,  which 
weighed  21b.  6oz.  The  other  clubs  out  with  the 
first  prize-winners  were: — Mr.  A.  C.  McDougall 
of  the  Wellshot  Club,  four  trout,  21b.  14oz. 
Heaviest  trout,  lib.  13oz.  Mr.  T.  D.  Kerr, 
U'ldingston  Waltonian  Club,  three  trout,  41b. 
1.5oz.  Heaviest,  21b.  7ioz.  Mr.  W.  McPherson, 
Glasgow  Clydesdale  Club,  three  trout,  51b.  14oz. 
Heaviest.  21b.  7oz.  Mr.  J.  C.  Brady,  Perthshire 
Club,  thrse  trout,  41b.  14oz.  Heaviest,  a  beauty  of 
31b.  8oz.,  captured  by  Mr.  Steel,  Blackpark.  Mr. 
R.  Maxwell,  Falkirk  Club,  five  trout,  51b.  2oz. 
Heaviest,  21b.  2  Joz.  The  most  successful  of  private 
parties  was  Major  C.  C.  Roid,  who  had  four  trout. 
5tb.— Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Fort  Augustus,  N.B.). — Fishing  from 
the  Douglas  Hotel  on  May  1,3,  Mr.  R.  M.  Cameron 
killed  a  clean-run  salmon  weighing  91b.,  and  twelve 
trout,  four  of  which  weighed  over  51b.  The  trout 
were  in  magnificent  condition. — R.  M.  C. 

 (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.). — Fishing  Loch 

Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  May  9,  Mr.  Tilston's 
boatmen  killed  a  nice  salmon  weighing  81b.,  and  on 
May  13  two  salmon,  weighing  121b.  and  131b. — 

S.  tlLSTON. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin  Hotel). — Fishing  from  Killin 
Hotel  on  M'xy  3,  Dr.  F.  Turner  landed  a  salmon, 
161b.;  on  May  12,  Mr.  A.  J.  Walters,  one,  161b.— 
H.  .J.  Knioht. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). — The 
sport  since  last  reported — that  is,  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  month — has  been  as  follows  On  May  2, 
Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  three  salmon  on  Beat 
No.  1,  and  Dr.  Furner,  Syre  Lodge,  three  on  No.  2. 
On  the  3rd,  Mr.  Gill  one  salmon  on  No.  2,  and 
Dr.  Furner  two  on  No.  3.  On  the  4th,  Major 
Burnell-Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge,  landed  three 
salmon  on  No.  1,  and  Capt.  Gates,  Dalvina  Lodge, 
two  on  No.  2.  On  the  5th,  Capt.  Oatea  caught 
two  salmon  on  No.  3,  and  Mr.  Gill  one,  161b.,  on 
No.  4.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Gill  landed  four  salmon 
(heaviest  191b.)  on  No.  1,  and  Dr.  Furner  one  on 
No.  2.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Gill  got  two  salmon  on 
No.  2,  Dr.  Furner  three  on  No.  3,  and  Mr.  Leonard, 
Skelpick  Lodge,  one  on  No.  1.  On  the  12fh,  Mr. 
Leonard  landed  one  on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Gill  one 
on  No.  5.  Major  Burnell-Milnes  and  Capt.  Gates 
landed  three  salmon  each  during  the  week  ending 
May  14.  The  net  fishings  at  both  Naver  and 
Borgie  estuaries  are  not  at  all  productive,  worse 
even  than  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 
During  the  first  week  of  the  present  month  only 
twelve  salmon  on  Naver  and  four  on  Borgie, 
working  five  days  a  week. — B. 

North  of  Scotland.— Very  few  fish  have  been 
got  on  the  King's  water  during  the  past  two  weeks, 
but  Lamont,  Braemar,  and  some  others  have  had 
fair  sport.  An  occasional  fish  or  so  has  been  grassed 
on  the  Ballater  waters.  There  is  evidently  no  lack 
of  fish  were  the  angling  conditions  more  favourable. 
On  the  Aboyne  and  Glentana  reaches  during  the 
past  week  Capt.  Ellison  had  two.  81b.  and  171b. ; 
Mrs.  Blaudy  Jenkins,  three,  two  of  171b.  and  one  of 
81b.;  Mr.  Prince,  four,  61b.,  71b.,  71b.,  7^1b. ;  and 
Mr.  Chalmers,  one,  41b.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Benson 
landed  a  beauty  on  the  hotel  water  of  22Jlb.  On 
the  Kincardine  reaches  fair  sport  has  been  got. 
Mr.  W  G.  Lindsay  has  purchased  the  estate  of 
Knappach,  with  the  famous  Knappach  Pool,  on 
which  some  fifty  fish  have  been  got  this  spring.  On 
the  Crathes  water,  Mr.  Gilchrist's  party  are  again 
having  fair  sport.  On  the  Lower  Durris  water  four 
fish  were  landed,  scaling  from  81b.  to  121b.  On  the 
Park  water,  Mr.  Davidson  got  four  on  May  12  and 
two  on  May  14,  while  one  was  got  on  the  Drum 
water  scaling  81b.  Very  little  on  the  tidals.  Don. — 
On  the  Pitmedden  water,  Mr.  Lumsden's  keeper 
creeled  a  fine  fish  of  141b.,  and  several  have  been 
got  on  the  Kintore,  Inverurie,  and  Alford  sections. 
Good  baskets  of  trout  are  now  being  made. — G.  M. 

Oykell  (Oykell  Bridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.). — 
Fishing  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  Mr.  H.  P. 
Green,  London,  on  Mav  7,  landed  a  161b  salmon 
on  Junction  Pool.  On  9th,  Major  Howie,  Suffolk, 
caught  one  of  9^1b.  on  Rock  Pool ;  Dr.  CuUen, 
Dumbarton,  one  of  9^lh.  on  Washerwoman's  Pool; 
and  Mr.  H.  P.  Green,  a  9-pounder  on  Rock  Pool. 
On  10th,  Mr.  Christie,  Dumbarton,  a  lO-pounder  on 
Whirl  Pool,  and  Major  Howie,  one  of  8|lb.  on 
Washerwoman's.  On  11th,  Major  Howie  had  two 
of  8Jlb.  and  9Jlb.  on  Rock  Pool.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Yellow  trout  are  rising 
much  better  now,  and  some  capital  catches  are 
reported  from  the  different  rivers  in  the  district 
with  fly.  Sea-trout  are  making  a  fairly  good  start, 
and  some  nice  ones  have  been  taken  this  week  in 
the  stake  and  poke  nets.  The  heavy  runs  of  sea- 
trout  begin  at  the  end  of  May,  and  continue 
during  June,  when  the  grilse  take  their  place.  The 
following  are  the  notes  from  the  different  rivers  :  — 
The  Annan, — In  the  Castlemilk  water,  belonging 


to  Sir  Robert  Jardine,  Bart.,  Mr.  John  Rae,  killed  a 
clean-run  salmon  of  6  Jib.  with  fly.  Mr.  Rae  had  a 
fair  catch  of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  G.  O.  B.  Tandy  had 
a  capital  creel  of  trout  in  Castlemilk  water  with  fly. 
In  the  lower  beats  of  the  Annan  Mr.  .1.  Laurie 
caught  a  handsome  trout  on  May  16  with  fly.  As 
he  could  not  make  out  what  the  trout  was  he 
submitted  it  to  your  correspondent  for  his  opinion. 
I  had  no  difficulty  in  deciding  that  it  was  a  hybrid 
between  the  herling  and  a  Loch  Leven.  The  trout 
had  the  sea  lice  upon  it,  showing  that  it  had  just 
come  up  from  the  Solway.  Laurie  took  a  fine  yellow 
trout  in  the  Fish  House  pool  with  the  fly. 
In  the  Upper  Annan  a  number  of  rods  have 
had  fair  sport.  Sea-trout  are  shy  and  difficult 
to  lure  just  now.  The  creeper  and  stone  fly 
is  now  on.  The  Nith  of  Dumfrie.s. — This 
river  is  in  fair  order,  but  catches  have  been  small 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  town. 
Several  anelers  have  been  successful  among  yellow 
trout  in  the  portion  below  the  ducal  village  and 
down  by  Auldgirth.  In  the  Cairn  and  Cluden  the 
catches  have  been  small  owing  to  the  streams  being 
low  and  clear.  The  Galloway  Rivers. — The 
Kirkcudbrightshire  Dee.  the  Fleet  of  Gatehouse, 
and  the  Urr  of  Dalbeattie  have  been  in  fair  order, 
though  the  sport  has  not  been  of  a  high  order.  The 
Cree  and  the  Minnoch  have  been  affording  excellent 
sport  this  spring.  On  some  of  the  lochs  fair  sport 
has  been  had  among  yellow  trout,  especially  in  the 
Carsphaim  district.  Ayrshire  Lochs. — A  good 
number  of  anglers  have  been  out  on  Loch  Doon  of 
Ayrshire,  where  the  fishing  is  free  to  all  comers. 
Mr.  Wright  and  friend  had  a  catch  of  thirty  yellow 
trout  at  an  outing.  Mr.  Hunter  and  friends,  out  in 
the  Eglinton  Hotel  boats,  caught  about  fifty  trout 
with  fly  on  May  14,  and  several  other  rods  have  had 
good  catches,  even  by  fishing  from  the  loch  side. — 
Heatherbell. 

Tay.— The  river  Tay  continues  in  fair  order,  and 
although  the  spring  salmon  fishing  is  now  pretty 
well  over,  very  good  sport  has  been  obtained  on 
some  of  the  upper  beats.  Dalguise  Water  — 
Major  H.  J.  Pearith  landed  one  salmon  of  22Jlb.  on 
May  9,  and  another  of  15Jlb.  on  May  13.  The 
latter  was  a  fine  new  run  fish,  with  sea  lice  in  its 
gills.  On  May  13,  Mrs.  Pearith  killed  a  fish  of 
2tlb.,  and  another  one  of  241b.  on  May  16. 
DuNKELD. — Mr.  John  A.  Park,  fishing  this  stretch 
on  May  12,  landed  one  salmon  of  141b.,  on  May  13 
another  of  161b.,  and  on  May  16  another  of  141b., 
all  new  run  fish  and  taking  the  fly.  Delvine. — 
On  upper  Delvine  water,  on  May  10,  Capt. 
Oliphant  had  two  salmon  of  181b.  and  71b.  The 
same  water  on  Mav  12  yielded  other  two 
salmon  to  Mr.  Marjoribanks  of  14lb.  and  161b. 
Mr.  James  Carr  Stenton,  keeper,  killed  a  salmon 
of  171b.  MuRTHLY  Water. — Mr.  M.  S.  Sander- 
son, fishing  this  water  on  9th  inst.,  killed  two 
salmon  of  181b.  and  171b.;  on  10th  inst.  the 
same  gentleman  had  other  three  fish  of  221b.,  2 lib., 
and  18lb.,  and  on  l?th  inst.,  two  of  171b.  and  101b. 
Stobhall. — Miss  Richardson,  fishing  this  water  on 
12th  inst.,  landed  one  salmon  of  221b. — -A.  A. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — C!o'd  drying  winds  and 
bright  sunshine  prevailed  throughout  the  week,  and 
all  the  tributaries  are  so  low  that  fly-fishing  is  useless 
on  many  of  these  streams.  The  Bann  fell  six  inches, 
but  this  reduction  brought  many  of  the  beat  trout- 
ing  stretches  into  order,  and  sport  has  been  obtained 
Tom  Graham,  the  late  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson's  fisher- 
man, caught  eight  salmon  on  the  Caronroe  section, 
101b.,  101b.,  13lb.,  131b.,  131b.,  13ilb..  141b.  and 
141b.  These  fish  were  all  taken  on  one  fly,  a  newly 
invented  pattern  of  the  Judee.  Mr.  H.  Coates 
made  a  basket  of  four  trout,  741b.,  largest,  31b.,  on 
the  Kilrea  stretch,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Mclntyre  one  of 
three  trout,  91b.,  largest,  4  Jlb.,  on  the  Portglenone 
reach.  A  large  run  of  spring  salmon  ascended  from 
the  sea  on  the  15th  inst.,  and  are  now  in  the  middle 
sections. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — Trout  have  been  rising 
badly  on  the  dams  at  Woodbum  and  not  much 
better  at  Marshallstown,  which  is  an  earlier  water. 
Mr.  M.  Stay  had  six  trout ;  Rev.  Mr.  Barron,  seven  ; 
Mr.  J.  Williams,  six;  and  on  the  Maine  a  city 
angler  had  eight  trout  up  to  1  |lb.  There  is  scarcely 
anything  to  report  from  the  co.  Down  rivers.  On 
May  13  6000  brown  trout  fry  from  Kilrea  Hatchery 
were  turned  into  the  Antrim  Road  Basin,  Belfast, 
the  private  water  of  the  Ulster  Anglers,  under  the 
snpervi-ion  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Barlowe.  There  was  not  a 
single  death  amongst  the  fry.  The  rainbows  lately 
put  in  the  basin  seem  to  have  collected  in  one 
comer  where  the  water  is  thirty-five  feet  in  depth; 
—J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donespal).  —  Sport  continues 
good  on  the  river,  and  during  the  past  week  Mr.  C. 
J.  Singleton's  fisherman  landed  five  salmon  of 
151b.,  12lb.,  121b.,  lOJlb.  and  101b.  Trouting  on 
the  river  continues  good.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons, 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfacturer  of  every  description  of  FisUng  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TBN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  auperlor  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Green  heart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  obs.  ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Beel  is  used  bj  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroai. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  moat  of  the  best  looha  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Taokle. 


iVIalloch's  New  Kingfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon, 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout, 

Ail  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level, 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  whloh  does  not  oome  ofi.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  uasoUcltea  Testimonials. 

Colonel  Q.  writes :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvelloiu.   I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
B.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
is  about  the  best  salmon  line — In  the  condition  it  is  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  ciutts  beantUully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  E.C.,  writes  :  "I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Eingflsbesr  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


FISHING  SEASON  HAS  COMMENCED. 

LOGHENBREGK  HOTEL  &  SPA 

CASTLE  DOUGLAS. 

The  Finest  Health  Resort  in  the  South  of  Scotland. 

The  Hotel  is  situated  within 
five  minutes  of  the  Loch, 
where  there  is  excellent 
Trout  Fishing,  free  to  visitors 
staying  at  the  Hotel. 


Home  Comforts.  Golf  Course. 
"■\  Bowling  Green  d  Tennis  Lawn. 


For  terms,  which  are  very 
III    moderate,  apply  Peopeietoe. 


HOTEL 
HOTEL 
HOTEL 
HOTEL 
HOTEL 
HOTEL 
HOTEL 
HOTEL 


METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 
METROPOLE 


LONDON 
LONDON 
LONDON 

(Nopthumberland  Avenue). 

Unequalled  for  Comfort. 
Moderate  Charges. 


Orchestra  Plays  in  the 
Entrance  Lounges 
from 

7.30  p.m.  to  9.30  p.m., 
and  in  the 
Smoking  Lounges 
from 

10.30  p.m.  to  12.0  p.m. 


GORDON  HOTELS  (Ltd.). 


HACKLE  FLIES. 

GOOD   KILLERS   ON   ALL   RAPID  STREAMS, 

f.  d. 

Tied  to  best  Hooks,  and  selected  Drawn  Gut  or  Eyed  Hooks,  per  doz.  1  6 

Winged  Flies  for  Sunk  Fly  Fishing    „  16 

Floating  Flies  on  Eyed  Hooks   „      2  6 

CLEAR  WATER   MINNOW  SPINNING. 

Corbett's  Minnow  Tackle  and  Trace,  2/3  each. 
Extra  Tackles,  3/6  per  ozen  ;  Creeper  Tackles,  1  /6  per  dozen. 
Tapered  and  Level  Drawn  and  Undrawn  Gut  Casts  of  superior  quality, 


ROOS  in  all  Patterns  in  Greenheart,  Built  Cane,  Whole  Cane,  &c 
for  Wet  Fly,  Dry  Fly,  Minnow,  &c. 
LARGE    DETAILED    LIST  FREE. 

CHAS.  HUTCHINSON,  43,  Finkle  Street,  KENDAL. 

MALCOM  &  CO., 

The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS 

INVENTORS  OF  THE    .    .  . 

"  Xa,nned  A.n^ola. " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

<'  rranned   Angola  " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 
WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&21/ 

See  Field,  June  30,  1900. 


3,  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 
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Erne  (BallyBhannon  and  Belleek).—  Ti outing 
was  not  good  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week 
owing  to  the  harsh  N.E.  winds  prevaihng.  Sir 
H.  B.  Robertson  and  P.  Rogan  took  somo  fine  trout 
in  the  estuary,  largest,  4ilb. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Galway  Biver. — Tiie  rod  catch  last  week  was 
fifty-nino  salmon,  728Jlb.— W.  N.  Milne. 

Iiee  Biver  'co.  Cork). — During  the  week,  on 
Mashonaglass  Fishery,  H.  Austen  had  one  salmon 
of  18Jlb.,  and  R.  A.  Grove,  Annesley,  one,  lOlb. 
On  Ashton,  H.  R.  Sargent,  one,  7  Jib.,  and  C.  E. 
Ashe,  two,  101b.  and  13|lb.  On  Oak  Grove  and 
Carhue,  S.  levers,  seven,  71b.  to  101b.,  and  Captain 
Herrick,  three,  7lb.,  71b.,  91b.  On  Classas,  V.  M. 
Leader,  one,  81b.  On  NettleviUe,  D.  Riordan,  nine, 
5ilb.  to  111b.,  and  Robt.  Nettles,  three,  81b.,  101b., 
lllb.  On  Rooves,  M.  Lyons,  one,  101b.,  and  F. 
Lyons, one,  IS.Ub.  On  Fai-gus,  Lord  Fincastle,  Kith 
Lancers,  one,  101b.  On  Castleinch,  J.  O'Brien,  two, 
101b.,  101b.  On  Inniscarra.  H.  Vaughan-Clark, 
Bristol,  one,  'Jib.  On  Mr.  Bass'.s  water,  J.  O'Donnoli, 
one,  lOlb.  At  the  Waterworks,  R.  Murphy,  one 
grilse,  .51b. — W.  Haynes  anu  Son. 

Loagh  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville.  co.  Kerry). — 
Since  last  report  only  three  salmon  have  been  had 
— namely,  one  of  11  Jib.  by  Major  Cresswell,  one  of 
8 Jib.  by  Mr.  Cowburn,  and  one  of  81b.  by  Mr.  Jack- 
son. Brown  trout  have  afforded  average  sport. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Longlxs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur).— Captain 
Hilton,  fishing  above  waters  from  Clonbur,  caught 
a  pike  of  221b.  on  May  13,  and  on  May  14  a  pike  of 
241b.  and  three  trout  weighing  71b.  Messrs. 
Williams,  Duncan,  and  Captain  Belbin  made  also 
good  baskets.  The  two  pike  have  been  sent  to 
Roland  Ward's,  Piccadilly,  to  be  set  up. — J.  A.  J. 

Longh  Melviu.  —  Sport  continues  good,  and 
the  following  are  the  particulars  for  the  past  week : 
Dr.  Be ve ridge  landed  two  salmon  of  101b.  and 
lllb.;  Mr.  Ken  yon,  one  salmon  of  lllb.;  Mr. 
Hunt,  one  salmon  of  91b. ;  Mr.  Murphy,  one  trout 
of  61b.  (Salmo  ferox) ;  Mr.  Mundey,  one  salmon  of 
lllb.  ;  and  Mr.  Gallagher,  one  salmon  of  81b. 
Trouting  was  not  so  good  as  in  the  previous  week, 
yet  the  anglers  out  generally  had  some  fair  sport 
amongst  the  gillaroos  and  brown  trout. — M.  Rogan 
and  Sons. 

Mourue  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 

The  Mourne  and  its  tributaries  are  rather  low.  Dr. 
Wiggin  and  Mr.  Gossage  had  seventeen  and  eighteen 
trout  respectively,  heaviest  Jib.,  and  some  smaller 
takes  are  reported.  Killing  flies,  ringed  up  March 
Brown,  Sooty  Olive,  Hare's  Ear  and  Yellow. — 
J  .  A.  B. 

TUoy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Water  in  good  order, 
with  westerly  winds.  River  well  stocked  with  fish 
in  upper  and  lower  reaches.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  got 
the  first  summer  fish  for  the  year,  and  the  nets  are 
getting  a  fair  supply.  Lough  Conn  fished  fairly 
well  during  the  week,  several  good  fish  being  taken, 
and  some  good  baskets  of  trout  and  large  pike. 
Now  that  the  summer  fish  are  running  good  fishing 
is  expected. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Lengths  Conn  and  Culleu  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Weather  still  very  unsettled.  Mr.  Mack, 
two  salmon,  101b.  and  131b. ;  Mr.  C.  Dares,  one 
salmon,  151b.,  and  one  grilse,  3|lb. ;  Mr.  Scroope, 
two  salmon,  131b.  and  16Jlb. ;  Mr.  Hern,  one 
salmon,  181b.  On  May  12,  Mr.  Philipston  Stow 
killed  three  falmon  and  one  grilse,  141b.,  121b., 
101b.,  and  31b.  Mr.  Arklow,  on  the  loughs,  had 
three  salmon,  91b.,  101b.,  and  lllb.;  Mr.  Murry, 
one  salmon,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Johnson,  one  salmon,  131b. 
Some  nice  baskets  of  trout  are  also  being  got  daily, 
averaging  over  lib. ;  also  some  nice  baskets  of  trout 
were  got  on  Loughs  Talt  and  Callow.  —  Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  dry,  but 
windy,  water  in  nice  condition.  On  Doonass,  Mr. 
G.  C.  Williams  killed  five  salmon,  26!b.,  81b.,  15|lb., 
131b.,  191b. ;  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart,  one  salmon,  241b. 
On  Newgarden,  Capt.  Holland  killed  two  salmon, 
12ilb.  and  211b. ;  Mr.  A.J.  Coppinger,  three  salmon, 
101b.,  lOJlb.,  and  14flb.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr. 
G.  W.  Greonhill  killed  seven  salmon,  13^1b.,  101b., 
131b.,  151b.,  2.51b.,  lllb.,  and  91b.  On  Prospect, 
Capt.  J.  Bayly  killed  three  salmon,  9Jlb.,  241b.,  and 
36lb.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  S.  C.  Vanfittart  killed 
one  salmon,  20Jlb.  On  the  ExLnagh  fishery,  Mr. 
Mackoy's  fishermen  killed  one  salmon,  24|lb. ;  Capt. 
J.Bayly,  one  salmon,  14|lb. — John  Enbight  and 
Son. 

Shannon   and    Longfli   Derg    (Killaloe). — 

On  Monday  and  Tuesday  last  some  Green  Drakes 
were  seen,  and  a  few  trout  up  to  21b.  and  2ilb.  were 
taken.  Salmon  fishers  have  done  fairly  well  this 
week  considering  the  variable  weather.  Sir  Mon- 
tague and  Lady  Chapman  in  particular,  her  lady- 
ship in  one  day  having  hooked,  played,  and  landed 
two  salmon,  15|lb.  and  ll|lb.,  and  on  another  day 
one  of  1 21b.  ;  and  the  beu-onet  had  one  of  201b.,  and 


the  other  day  a  13-pounder.  Sport  is  looking  up, 
and  I  hope  it  may  continue.  -S.  J.  Hurlev. 

Skibbereen  District  (co.  Cork). — On  the  Shep- 
pcrton  Lake-!,  Captain  Townshend  had  twenty-five 
trout,  weighing  121b.,  on  May  9.  On  the  Hen  river, 
a  good  number  of  trout  have  been  taken  about 
Skibbereen  in  the  past  week. — W.  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mnllingfar). — 

Tho  present  Ls  the  latest  season  I  remember  in 
relation  to  the  rise  of  the  Green  Drake  on  Lough 
Ennell.  A  few  shells  from  which  the  flies  emerge 
have  been  seen  floating  on  the  water,  and  before 
this  report  appears  in  print,  I  am  quite  sure  the 
dainty  ephemeral  will  be  quite  in  evidence.  Very 
few  trout  have  been  taken,  either  trolling  or  casting, 
but  during  the  past  week  I  saw  one  of  Olb.  and  one 
of  3.}lb.,  and  a  poacher's  wife  had  a  basket  of  seven 
on  sale  also  last  week,  averaging  31b.  each. 
The  weather  has  been  very  unsuitable  for  angling 
recently,  being  cold  and  harsh  even,  with  westerly 
breezes.  The  rivers  have  run  low,  and  have  got 
very  weedy.  On  May  14  in  the  river  Dale  I  had 
ten  fish,  but  nothinji  over  Jib.  An  angler  had  two 
pike  in  Lough  Owel  of  201b.  and  11  Jib.  during  the 
past  week.  The  wind  is  now  westerly.  Weather 
moderate  though  cool,  and  on  the  whole  it  augurs 
well  for  dapping. — T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytaux  (May  15). — The  second  week  in  May 
opened  with  broken  weather,  then  came  steadily 
wet  days,  dissolving  much  of  the  remaining  snow, 
after  which  the  few  anglers  who  tried  the  valley 
streams  found  them  in  fair  order.  The  May  Fly 
rise  develops  slowly,  but  a  few  good  trout  lying 
under  the  banks  were  seen  to  absorb  any  coming  in 
their  way.  Besides  sons  of  the  soU,  I  have  only 
heard  of  three  or  four  anglers  being  recently  on  the 
banks  of  the  pleasant  streams,  the  take  of  trout 
being  correspondingly  small.  The  season  so  far 
seems  to  have  been  a  mor^  fortunate  one  for  the 
licence  vendors  than  the  purchasers,  many  more 
tickets  than  usual  having  been  taken,  but  fewer 
trout.  Whether  this  has  been  more  the  fault  of 
circumstances,  the  fish,  or  the  fishers,  is  not  for  me 
to  say. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Deal  (the  Fier). — Pier  anglers  have  been  few  in 
number  lately,  and  their  catches  very  unimportant, 
though  some  fine  nurse-dogs  were  taken  with 
mackerel  bait  about  ten  days  ago.  Pouting  are 
with  us  in  great  number,  and  afford  daily  sport  to 
juveniles,  but  adult  sportsmen  look  in  vain  for 
larger  varieties.  One  splendid  cod  of  181b.  was 
caught  by  a  Walmer  boatman  on  May  16,  and  a 
few  skate  have  also  been  landed,  but  flatfish  of  all 
kinds  are  remarkably  scarce.  Whitsuntide  anglers 
who  possess  a  good  sea-trout  stomach  may 
anticipate  some  really  good  sport  just  inside  the 
Goodwins,  and  mackerel  bait  fo»  rod  or  Une  is 
at  present  easily  procurable. — J.  Richardson 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — Some  very  fine  catches  of  mackerel 
have  been  brought  in  during  the  week,  and  those  J 
have  seen  are  very  fine ;  they  are  not  as  yet 
plentiful  in  the  bay,  but  just  off  Penlee  and  the 
Rame.  The  spring  pollack  are  taking  freely  at  all 
the  lasual  spots  in  the  Sound.  I  noticed  a  boat  this 
morning  off  the  Eastern  King,  and  one  or  two  out- 
side Drake's  Island,  but  the  largest  fish  are  being 
caught  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yealm,  to  the  eastward 
of  the  Mewstone.  Bass  are  on  the  feed  again  in  the 
Cattewater,  especially  near  the  Laira  bridge,  and 
the  mullet  are  taking  again  in  the  docks. — William 
Heardeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Ramsgate. — Fishing  has  somewhat  improved 
tliis  week,  and  a  few  boats  have  been  out,  returning 
with  moderate  takes  of  flatfish  and  codling  and  a 
few  "  dogs."  From  the  West  and  Iron  Piers  flatfish, 
codling,  and  pouting  have  been  taken ;  the  latter 
are  plentiful,  but  were  somewhat  small.  It  will  be 
high  tide  at  3.30  p.m.  on  Saturday,  May  21,  and 
should  the  weather  remain  fine,  there  is  every  pros- 
pect of  fair  sport  for  the  time  of  year. — Grey 
Mullett. 

Wesrmouth.— The  weather  has  been  very  favour- 
able for  angling  for  the  last  week  or  two,  but. 
unfortunately,  the  takes  have  been  small.  There 
are  a  lot  of  small  bass  come  up  the  harbour  with 
the  tide,  but  they  will  not  take  the  hook,  although 
a  few  have  been  caught  weighing  between  lib.  and 
2^lh.  Up  the  backwater  there  have  been  some 
good  takes  of  flounders  on  the  flood  tide,  using  soft 
crab  as  bait.  Mackerel  are  now  coining  in,  and  one 
boatman  had  a  good  basket  of  between  4  and  5 
dozen  on  hook  and  line.  Pollack  are  still  about, 
but  the  catches  are  not  so  numerous  as  previously, 
although  they  run  a  good  size. — Chas.  J.  Russell. 


PFovineial  Angling  Hotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  having  some  grand  weather  just  at  present, 
which  I  hope  will  continue,  sb  that  our  members  will 
bo  enabled  to  get  out  in  search  of  sport.  The 
Severn  and  Trent,  together  with  the  tributaries, 
are  in  splendid  condition,  and  the  trout  are  rising 
freely  to  the  fly  on  the  shallow  parts  of  the  river. 
At  Hampton  Lode  some  very  good  fish  have  been 
taken,  and  they  are  in  good  condition.  At  Lincomb 
AVeir  some  good  fish  have  been  taken  with  the  arti- 
ficial minnow,  and  there  .seems  every  prospect  of 
good  sport  being  had  during  the  holidays.  Indepen- 
dent of  the  privilege  ticket  that  our  members  hold, 
the  Midland,  London  and  North- Western,  and  the 
Great  Western  Railway  companies  are  running 
cheap  excirrsions  to  all  parts  of  the  country  where 
good  and  inexpensive  flshing  can  be  obtained ; 
between  Arley  and  Stourport  trout-fishing  is  at 
a  discount,  and  this  part  of  the  Severn  should  be 
missed.  The  exhibition  at  Bingley  Hall  should  not 
be  missed  by  anyone  who  has  an  interest  in  angling, 
as  the  exhibits  are  well  worth  coming  n>iles  to  see. 
There  are  near  upon  400  cases  of  the  finest  specimen 
fish  to  be  seen  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  gallery, 
and  what  with  the  other  attractions  too  numerous 
to  mention,  this  show  should  not  be  missed  by  people 
coming  into  Birmingham.  Our  clubs  are  very  busy 
arranging  their  bye  and  annual  contests.  The 
All  Saints'  A.S.  have  arranged  to  fish  a  bye  contest 
in  their  private  water  (the  River  Alne)  at  Aston 
Cantlow  on  June  19.  I  hope  they  will  find  sufficient 
water  to  carry  their  contest  through.  The  Hay 
ilills  Society  have  decided  to  fish  a  bye  contest  in 
the  Association  water  at  Aire  was  on  June  26  next, 
and  it  was  also  arranged  to  fish  the  annual  contest 
on  August  4  on  the  Avon,  at  Wyre  Piddle. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT, 

Sport  has  been  fairly  good  during  the  week,  and 
from  the  top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull  a  few  fair- 
sized  trout  have  been  secured,  but  chiefly  by  swim- 
ming the  worm.  The  tidal  waters  are  now  in  first- 
class  order,  and  worm-fishing  for  flounders  and  eels 
has  been  productive  of  some  nice  catches,  and  some 
of  the  fish  have  run  up  to  ilb.  each.  Sport  on  the 
Driffield  Canal  and  Frodingham  Beck  is  also  fairly 
good,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  taken  recently 
both  with  fly  and  minnow,  and  in  grand  condition. 
Last  week  the  Holderness  A.S.  held  a  sweepstake  up 
the  River  Hull,  at  Wawne  Ferry,  resulting  in 
Messrs.  W.  Hewson,  G.  Self,  and  H.  West  topping 
the  prize-wiimers.  The  Market  Tavern  A.C.  also 
fished  a  match  on  Mmto  Flatts,  Mr.  J.  Riley 
securmg  the  first  prize. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Windermere  is  not  losing  anything  for  want  of 
angling  ;  but  a  few  fish  only  here  and  there  are 
l)eing  taken — nothing  generally  good.  Even  if  the 
weather  was  suitable,  the  lake  is  at  present  too 
high  for  whipping.  A  gentleman  staying  at  the 
Ferry  Hotel  killed  a  nice  trout  of  just  over  21b. 
with  fly  on  Saturday,  and  has  since  had  fairish  luck 
with  smaller  fish.  Trolling  has  accounted  for  fish 
up  to  3ilb.,  but  their  number  is  small.  On  the 
streams  things  are  worse.  Of  day  fishing  there  is 
practically  none,  owing  to  the  bright  days  and  the 
steely  clearness  of  the  water. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  striking  appreciation  of  the  popularity  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  is  the  action  of  the  National  Fede- 
ration of  Anglers  in  depending  on  that  paper  for  sup- 
plying every  angler  with  the  account  of  its  doings, 
and,  of  course,  they  will  not  be  disappointed.  With 
the  improved  weather  there  is  every  appearance  of  a 
big  turn-out  during  Whitsimtide,  but  the  amoimt 
of  sport  obtained  is  a  moot  point ;  no  doubt  more 
fresh  air  than  fish  will  be  met  with.  There  is  some 
talk  of  a  big  match  early  on  in  the  summer,  pro- 
moted from  Farnworth.  Another  event  of  more 
immediate  importance  is  on  June  18  ;  on  that  day 
the  West  Salford  A. A.  will  run  an  open  match  at 
Worsley,  and  intend  giving  any  profits  accruing  to 
the  stocking  fund  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery. 
This  match  will  practically  open  the  season  in  this 
fishery,  which  promises  to  be  a  busy  one. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Friend  Drag,  once  paid  us  a  visit  just  before  Whit 
week,  but  if  only  he  would  spend  our  popular  holiday 
with  us,  he  would  be  glad  to  get  back  to  quiet  London 
again.  As  was  generally  expected  most  of  our  local 
waters  will  be  open  for  Whitsuntide,  and  then  closed 
again  until  June  16.  No  one  approves  of  illegal 
fishing,  but  in  the  state  of  trade  now  existing  and 
after  so  many  disappointments,  it  is  not  at  all  sur- 
prising.    Some  openly  aimuunce   the   fact,  tho 
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Sun  A.S.,  for  example  ;  others  do  not,  but  quietly 
instruct  their  officials  not  to  interfere.  The  Wel- 
comb  A.S.  have  arranged  to  visit  Broken  Cross  on 
July  10,  and  fish  a  match  of  three  hours.  Whit 
week  interferes  with  their  next  meeting,  and  like 
other  club  meetings  is  postponed.  The  Moss  Side 
Socials  intend  opening  the  season  at  Poynton.  The 
Ardwiek  A.S.  are  going  strong,  and  intend  having  a 
full  season's  fishing. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Coarse  fish  anglers  are  now  getting  within  hail  of 
the  ordinary  season,  which  is  full  of  promise.  The 
Trent  has  been  running  in  low  and  clear  volume  for 
over  a  fortnight,  and  such  fish  as  barbel,  chub, 
roach,  and  bream  are  beginning  to  head  up  the 
river  in  considerable  numbers  to  the  various  breeding 
grounds.  Since  my  last  report  the  weather  has 
been  warmer,  and  lovers  of  trout  fishing  have  creeled 
some  nice  fish  on  the  lower  sections  of  the  Greet 
and  Dover  Beck.  Two  gentlemen  took  five  brace 
on  the  latter  tributary  in  the  Lowdham  district,  and 
on  another  occasion  two  others  caught  four  and  a 
half  brace  hard  by  Caythorpe.  The  whole  were  in 
splendid  condition.  Sundry  specimens  of  good  size 
are  also  reported  to  have  been  secured  by  Notting- 
ham sportsmen  on  the  Smite.  Salmoning  on  the 
Trent  has,  so  far,  proved  a  blank,  and  if  any  fish 
have  reached  King's  Mills  they  would  make  for  the 
weirs  after  a  brief  rest  and  push  over.  I  am  not 
aware  that  a  single  licence  locally  has  been  taken 
out.  There  has  been  a  great  run  on  trout  licences, 
and  since  the  season  opened  many  handsome  fish 
have  been  bagged,  especially  by  holders  devoted  to 
the  use  of  the  worm. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  Severn  and  Teme  are  low  and  fine, 
and  we  have  had  a  week  of  capital  angling  weather. 
Many  rods  have  been  out.  and  some  nice  baskets  of 
fish  taken.  Mr.  F.  James,  four  brace,  and  Mr.  F. 
Cooper,  five  brace.  Salmon  fishing  has  been  good 
all  through  this  portion  of  the  Severn.  The  Upton- 
on-Sevem  nets  have  caught  a  nice  lot  of  salmon, 
some  over  301b.  weight.  Owing  to  the  lowness  of 
the  Severn,  they  have  not  been  able  to  get  over  the 
Tewkesbury  Weir,  below  which  they  are  in  shoals. 
It  is  a  great  disappointment  to  the  A^'orcester 
anglers,  who  generally  have  fine  sport  in  catching 
them. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  and  other  waters  have  been  in  excellent 
trim  lately,  but  the  winds  have  occasionally  proved 
;  inconvenient  to  anglers.  Jlr.  D.  Langstaffe,  angling 
in  private  waters  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Easing- 
wold  on  May  12,  overcame  the  drawbacks  to 
successful  sport  by  catching  five  trout  of  fair  average 
quality,  weighing  together  about  61b.  Worm  was 
the  lure  he  u.sed.  Nearer  home  fishing  has  been 
confined  to  pike  and  eels  in  the  river  Foss.  Eels 
are  plentiful,  and  a  number  have  been  caught  both 
by  day  and  night. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  Lee,  Sullane,  Blackwater,  and  Bandon  rivers 
in  the  county  Cork  fished  fairly  well  at  salmon  on 
many  days,  which  are  more  numerous  than  usual. 
The  Slaney  fished  pretty  well  at  salmon,  but  sport 
has  been  backward  on  the  rest  of  the  Leinster 
waters.  On  the  principal  Donegal  rivers  salmon 
afforded  generally  fair  sport.  The  Shannon  fishing 
is  improving.  Later  on  fine  sport  is  expected.  Sea 
angling  haK  yielded  fair  sport  recently  at  pollack 
at  several  stations  on  the  south-western  coast. 


THE  T.ATE  MR.  DL»XCAX  MACKAY, 
OVERSCAIG  HOTEL. 


No  doubt  there  are  hundreds  of  readers  of  the 
Fitihiny  Gazette  who  were  personally  acquainted 
with  this  popular  landloid,  whose  remains  were 
interred  in  Lairg  churchyard  on  Wednesday,  May  4. 
For  upwards  of  twenty  years  he  tenanted  that 
well-known  angling  centre,  the  Sutherland  Arms  at 
Overscaig  near  the  head  of  Loch  Shin,  and  to  which 
votaries  of  the  rod  annually  flock  from  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  but  mostly  from  England.  His 
cheerful  company,  his  wit  and  humour,  as  well  as 
his  pawkie,  pithy  stories  and  remiaisccnces  of  sport 
wiih  rod  and  gun,  will  be  sadly  missed  by  many  a 
future  vi.«tor.  His  repository  of  folk  lore,  culled 
from  all  parts  of  the  Highlands,  was  almost  in- 
exhaustible. Though  Mr.  Mackay  resided  for  a 
long  time  in  Sutherland,  he  was  a  native  of  Ross- 
shire,  where  he  was  born  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dingwall  about  sixty  years  ^go.  The  deceased 
gentleman  is  survived  by  hia  widow,  three 
daughters,  and  two  sons,  all  grown  up.  The  eldest 
daughter  is  Mr.^.  MacDonald,  Altnacealgach  Hotel, 
Sutherland,  and  the  second  is  Mrs.  Ross,  hostess  of 
the  ecjually  well-known  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel, 
Scourie.  B. 


Associations,  etc. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 
Since  last  report  two  cases  have  been  relieved 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£1  10s.  from  the  Central  Finsbury  A.S.,  and  lis. 
from  Mr.  J.  Gillson  (Queen's  Piscatorials).  The 
prizes  won  in  the  recent  competition  will  be  dis- 
tributed on  Monday,  June  1.3,  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  Spread  Eagle,  Kings- 
land-road,  Shoreditch.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
the  prizes  promised  in  due  time.  Membership  cards 
are  now  ready.— W.  H.  Barber,  9,  Hetley-road, 
Shepherd's  Bush. 

British  Sea  Anglebs'  Society. 
On  May  18  Mr.  W.  K.  Summers  occupied  the 
chair.  Upon  the  whole,  the  fishing  reports  from 
Brighton,  Deal,  Walmer,  Penzance<,  Salcombe.Teign- 
mouth,  Southend,  and  other  stations  were  for  the 
early  season  good,  and  prospects  for  Whitsuntide 
fishing  favourable.  At  Deal  not  much  had  been 
doing,  though  an  181b.  cod  had  been  taken  by  a 
local  fisherman  at  Walmer.  Mr.  Waller  had  taken  a 
fair  lot  of  flounders  and  plaice  at  Southend  of  from 
fib.  to  l}lb.,  mostly  flounders.  The  announcement 
that  a  casting  competition  for  sea  anglers  with  4oz. 
leads  was  to  form  part  of  the  Sports  Exhibition  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  was  received  with  satisfaction.  The 
business  of  the  evening — discussing  the  Whitsuntide 
fishing — was  thoroughly  dealt  with  by  many  experi- 
enced members.  The  Sus?ex  and  Dorset  coasts  were 
most  favoured,  and  several  parties  made  up  for  the 
holidays,  Messrs.  Minchin,  Mallett,  and  Crosfield 
announcing  their  intention  of  fishing  the  Kingsmer 
Rocks,  off  Bognor,  from  Southwick,  where  Peaco-jk, 
the  society's  agent  and  boatman,  has  added  a 
Bawley  to  his  fleet.  There  will  b3  no  meeting  on 
Wednesday  next,  and  the  headquarters  rooms  will  be 
closed  for  redecoration  from  May  20  to  June  1. — 
EJ.  P. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 

The  May  meeting  was  attended  by  a  large  number 
of  delegates  from  the  most  important  clubs.  The 
president,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  occupied  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  the  vice-chair.  Some 
important  correspondence  was  read.  The  Golden 
Barbel  A.S.,  a  very  old  and  influential  club,  applied 
for  enrolment.  Satisfactory  replies  being  given  by 
their  representatives,  they  were  duly  accepted.  A 
new  society,  to  be  known  as  the  Thicket  Piscatorials, 
also  requested  to  be  enrolled.  The  rules  and  a 
capital  list  of  members  were  submitted,  when  the 
affiliation  was  agreed  to.  The  secretary  reported 
having  secured  for  the  use  of  members  several  miles 
of  excellent  fishing  in  the  river  Mole  at  Esher.  The 
agreement  had  been  duly  signed,  and  a  cheque  was 
ordered  to  be  drawn  in  payment.  It  was  also 
agreed  not  to  make  any  extra  charge  to  members 
for  the  privilege  card,  although  many  deprecated 
the  half-hearted  support  towards  restocking  by 
many  clubs.  The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
season  resulted  in  the  whole  of  the  officers  being 
re-elected  ;  the  general  coniTnittee,  also  A.B.S. 
committee,  were  agreed  to.  The  following  were 
elected  to  fill  vacancies  on  the  general  committee  : 
Messrs.  S.  Drage  (United  Bros.),  J.  Croker  (Islington 
Bros.),  A.  Every  (St.  Albans).  An  important  dis- 
cussion ensued  in  reference  to  the  forthcoming  com- 
petition on  the  first  opening  Sunday  in  June,  when 
the  Levein  silver  cup  and  nearly  fifty  other  prizes 
will  be  offered.  The  committee  were  instructed  to 
arrange  the  necessary  details,  also  to  consider  the 
rules,  etc.  Important  reports  were  given  by  Mr.  W. 
Elsmore  concerning  the  work  of  the  T.A.P.S.  All 
letters  to  be  sent  to  the  secretarv,  0,  Priter-road, 
London,  S.  E.— W.  J.  Wade. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
At  the  ordinary  meeting  of  this  society  a  gentle- 
man was  elected  ;  other  applications  and  nomina- 
tions were  received.  The  301b.  pike  caught  last 
year  by  Mr.  Wame,  and  now  splendidly  mounted 
by  Mr.  F.  W.  Anstiss,  of  Chelsea,  was  on  view 
during  the  evening,  evoking  great  admiration  ;  it 
will  be  at  once  forwarded  to  the  Sports  Exhibition 
at  the  Crystal  Palace,  together  with  other  exhibits 
of  the  society.  The  ordinary  business  having  been 
concluded,  a  very  pleasant  "  musical  evening," 
under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr,  C.  S.  Bentley, 
followed.  There  was  a  good  attendance,  amongst 
whom  were  many  ladies.  A  very  pleasurable  function 
was  the  distribution  of  prizes  won  during  the  past 
season.  The  programme  of  music  ( under  the  guidance 
of  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker)  was  of  a  delightful  character. 
The  fine  string  band  gave  great  pleasure  with  their 
beautifully-rendered  pieces,  as  did  also  individual 
members  with  their  charming  solos.  The  vocal  part 
of  the  entertainment  was  also  of  a  high  character, 
the  songs  of  the  juvenile  Miss  Beatrice  Taylor  being 
greatly  appreciated,  whilst  that  highly-gifted  young 
lady  Mias  Irene  Barrett  simply  "  brought  the  house 


down "  by  her  delightfully  clover  recitations. 
Besides  the  foregoing,  amongst  others  who  so  kindly 
and  efficiently  assisted  in  the  musical  proceedings — 
and  all  well  deserving  of  special  mention — were  the 
following: — Mr.  E.  C.Parker,  G.S.M.  (fine vjolinist), 
the  Misses  Aukland  (very  talented  artiste?  on  violin 
and  piano),  Miss  Lilly  Barrett  (piano),  who  also 
sang  very  nicely,  Mr.  Dewell,  Miss  L.  Poiets  (some 
very  nice  songs),  a  good  humorous  song  being  also 
well  given  by  Mr.  C.  T.  Barrett.  "  Auld  Lang 
Syne"  terminated  a  very  enjoyable  evening. — Hon. 
Sec. 

HoLLOWAY  Angling  Society. 
The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  on  May  17. 
The  principal  business  was  the  election  of  officers 
for  the  ensuing  season,  and  to  make  certain  altera- 
tions in  rules.  A  committee  meeting  will  be  held 
next  Tuesday,  May  24,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  F.  Berry 
weighed  in  a  trout  of  31b.  8ioz. — H.  C.  Martin. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
According  to  reports  received  from  members  who 
had  been  fishing,  sport  had  been  most  unremunera- 
tive.  Several  gentlemen  had  visited  the  Itchen,  but 
had  landed  only  small  fish.  Others  at  Uxbridge 
had  done  no  better,  and  from  Newbury  there  was 
no  news.  Mr.  D.  J.  S.  M.  Kemp  exhibited  a  curiosity 
in  the  shape  of  a  fly-rod  which  had  been  in  his 
family  for  over  one  hundred  years.  It  was  twelve 
feet  long,  in  four  pieces,  the  joints  screwing  into 
each  other.  The  butt  was  of  ash,  the  remaining 
joints  being  hickory  and  lancewood,  with  a  tip  of 
whalebone.  Another  unusual  exhibit  was  a  female 
May  Fly,  discovered  by  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  in  a  field 
in  Surrey,  miles  away  from  a  river  and  with  only  a 
tiny  pond  near.  Some  time  during  next  week  the 
May  Fly  should  be  seen  on  the  Kennet  at  Newbury. 
Last  season  the  first  fly  observed  on  the  Lamboum 
was  seen  on  May  26  by  the  Editor  of  the  Field,  the 
society's  respected  hon.  member,  Mr.  Wm.  Senior. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

SiLVEE  Trout  Angling  Society. 
The  members  of  the  Silver  Trout  Society  cele- 
brated their  thirty-ninth  anniversary  dinner  on 
May  17  at  the  Nag's  He  id  Hotel,  James-street, 
Covent  Garden,  Mr.  F.  J.  WUliams  in  the  chair, 
M'-.  A.  Abrahams  being  in  the  vice-chair.  There 
was  a  good  attendance  of  members.  After  a  most 
excellent  repast,  which  was  well  served,  the  rest  of 
the  evening  was  spent  in  musical  and  vocal 
pleasures.  After  the  usual  loyal  to£wts  and  the 
toast  of  the  evening  had  been  honoured,  Mr.  Heise 
(secretary)  announced  that  the  society  was  in  the 
most  flourishing  condition.  Their  funds  were 
abundant;  the  catch  of  fish  had  exceeded  5001b. 
during  the  season,  and  the  prizes  won  were  well 
deserved.  After  the  toast  of  "  The  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,"  proposed  by  Mr.  Abrahams, 
was  responded  to  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Shelley  for  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  (unavoidably  absent),  and  that  famous 
o  Id  fisherman  Mr.  C.  Petfit  had  said  a  few  practical 
words  to  the  "  Visitors,"  Mr.  R.  Jacobs,  musical 
director,  marshalled  forth  a  long  array  of  talent 
under  Mr.  H.  C.  Trotter's  excellent  pianoforte 
playing,  amongst  the  artistes  being  Madame  Clara 
Dowell,  Miss  Penfold,  Miss  Norah  De  Vere,  Mr. 
Townend,  etc. — Hon.  Sec. 


Weymouth  and  Dorset  Se.\  Angling  Society. 
The  first  monthlv  meeting  of  this  society  was 
held  on  May  13,  Mr."  S.  H.  Wallis  in  the  chair.  The 
chairman  spoke  of  the  popularity  which  the  society 
had  attained  since  its  formation,  and  announced 
that  the  total  membership  up  to  date  was  198. 
Since  this  number  had  been  put  in  for  this  meeting 
he  had  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Crisp,  of  Whitehead's 
Torpedo  Works,  who  had  sent  in  a  list  of  a  dozen 
to  be  proposed  at  the  next  committee  meeting.  The 
society  was  progressing  rapidly,  and  good  support 
was  being  given  by  tradesmen  of  the  town,  not  only 
by  their  subscriptions,  but  in  prizes  which  had  been 
offered  for  competition,  one  being  a  gold  medal  for 
the  heaviest  fish  of  the  year.  The  members  subse- 
quently discussed  the  trawling  in  the  bay,  and 
decided  to  take  action  in  the  matter  by  presenting  a 
petition  to  the  authorities  to  mthdraw  their  closure. 
The  hon.  sec.  presented  the  accoimts,  which  showed 
that  154  members  had  paid  since  last  meeting,  and 
after  paying  for  printing  and  stationery,  there  was 
left  a  balance  in  hand  of  £6.  An  interesting  letter 
from  Mr.  Joseph  Da\is,  of  London,  was  read.  He 
desired  to  become  a  member,  and  was  unanimously 
elected.  The  first  monthly  fishing  competition  was 
fished  on  Wednesday,  May  18,  from  7  to  10  p.m. — 
A.  G.  Rowell,  Hon.  Sec. 


Captain  Med  win  says  he  saw  a  pike  taken  in 
Gloucestershire,  by  trolling,  weigliing  181b.,  that  had 
one  of  41b.  imdigested  in  his  stomach,  and  that  fish 
another  in  his  of  lib.  ;  so  that  three  fish  were  taken 
by  the  same  bait. 
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JAPAN'S  NATIONAL  SONG. 

Few  Europeans  have  learned  to  detect  and  enjoy 
the  subtle  beauty  of  Japanese  poetry.  Fewer  still, 
perhaps,  are  acquainted  with  the  delicate  charm  of 
the  little  poem  which,  although  not  a  hymn,  takes 
the  place  in  Japanese  minds  and  hearts  of  the 
Briton's  "  God  Save  the  King,"  or  the  American's 
'  My  Country,  'tis  of  Thee."  It  is  sung  to  a  native 
air,  the  custom  being  to  sing  the  poem  through 
thrice,  and  when  thus  rendered  by  a  large  and 
enthusiastic  company,  it  is  often  truly  impressive. 
The  poem  itself  is  very  old,  being  found  in  the 
"  Manyoshiu,"  which  dates  from  about  the  middle 
of  the  eighth  century,  and  its  author  is  unknown. 
As  originally  composed,  it  was  not  addressed  to  the 
actual  ruler,  but  in  all  probability  to  an  Emperor 
who  had  gone  into  retirement.  Now,  however,  it 
is  exclusively  applied  to  the  reigning  Sovereign. 
The  poem  consists  of  the  usual  number  of  thirty-one 
syllables,  and  runs  as  follows  : — 

Kimi  ga  yo  wa 
Chiyo  ni  yachiyo  ni 
Sazare  ishi  no 
Iwao  to  narite 
Koke  no  musu  made. 

So  far  as  we  are  aware  only  two  English  transla- 
tions have  been  published.  One  of  these  is  by 
Viscount  Fukuba,  and,  closely  following  the  original, 
reads  as  follows  : — 

"  May  our  Sovereign  live  for  thousands  and  ten 
thousands  of  years,  until  the  tiny  pebble  becomes 
a  moss-covered  rock." — From  "  A  Handbook  of 
Modem  Japan,"  by  Ernest  W.  Clement. 


"  Socrates  said  he  knew  nothing  hut  this  one  thing 
— that  he  knew  nothing" 


Befohe  the  Kingston  Borough  Bench  on  May  14 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  burgesses  were  sum- 
moned at  tho  instance  of  the  Thames  Conservancy 
for  failing  to  comply  with  a  notice  calling  on  them 
to  discontinue  the  passage  of  sewage  or  other 
offensive  matter  into  the  Thames  from  the  corpora- 
tion's sewage  works  at  Downhall.  The  town  clerk 
of  Kingston  said  the  corporation  was  doing  all  that 
could  be  done  in  the  matter.  Plans  had  been  passed 
for  laying  out  one  acre  and  a  quarter  of  permanent 
filter-bed,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  £10,000,  but 
difficultj-  had  been  experienced  in  making  a  start, 
as  the  Urban  District  Councils  of  Surbiton  and 
Hampton  Wick  had  to  be  consulted.  An  under- 
taking being  given  that  the  work  would  be  com- 
menced within  six  months,  the  summons  was  again 
adjourned  for  that  period. 


The  Saii.ob's  Ckeed. 

The  arms  of  God  enclose  the  night. 

The  night  enwraps  the  sea. 
The  .sea  surrounds  the  tossing  ship. 

The  ship  it  holdeth  me. 

This  little  metaphor  of  life 

Guides  me  in  all  I  do ; 
It  minds  me  of  my  sailor's  lot, 

And  shapes  my  ways  thereto. 

I  would  not  let  myself  forget 

That  human  crafts  are  frail. 
And  that  a  sudden  storm  may  lash 

The  sea  on  which  I  sail. 

And  by  and  by,  when  I  am  called 

To  leave  my  faithful  bark. 
My  seaman's  pluck  must  falter  not 

To  trust  the  trackless  dark. 

For  this  I  know,  that  while  the  dark 

Shall  swallow  up  the  sea, 
Around  the  silent,  shoreless  night 

The  arms  of  God  will  be. 

—  YoutKa  Companion. 


"  Subscriber  "  writes  from  Doncaster  as  follows 
"  Dear  Drag., — Have  you  been  to  the  Academy 
yet  ?  If  not,  look  out  for  a  picture  of  a  sportsman 
engaged  in  playing  a  fish.  On  a  rocky  ledge  his 
'  lady  love'  reclines,  indolently  watching  proceedings. 
The  artist  has  depicted  no  line  whatever  on  the  reel 
or  rod,  scan  the  picture  as  closely  as  you  will.  It 
reminds  me  of  the  artist  who  painted  some  freshly 
caught  lobsters  a  bright  red."  [I've  missed  this 
year's  Academy,  and  do  not  know  who  the  sports- 
man misrepresents,  but  it  may  have  been  Marconi ; 
if  so,  the  artist  is  right !] 


"  Why  does  th*  tin  whistle  ?  "  "  Because  the 
tin  can,"  ^ 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
 1  

Yet  another  :  "  Dear  Mister  Dragnet, — I  have 
been  a  subscriber  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  from  its 
commencement.  I  am  fourteen  years  old,  and  just 
beginning  to  learn  fishing.  I  have  been  told  to 
get  a  ledger,  but  as  my  father  has  an  old  day-book 
he  does  not  want,  I  would  rather  not  go  to  the 
expense  of  a  new  ledger,  if  the  day-book  would  do 
just  as  well.  I  fancy  some  anglers  use  journals 
instead  of  ledgers.  Would  you  kindly  give  me  a 
leaf  out  of  your  bouquet  ? — Yours  obediently,  C. 
Green."  [J  may  or  may  not  see  green  ;  but  as 
you  are  fourteen  years  of  age  you  should  learn 
arithmetic.  The  Fishing  Gazette  was  started  on 
April  26,  1877  ;  you  ought  now  to  be  twenty-seven 
years  old.  No  matter  ;  you  will  doubtless  become 
afgood  angler — if  you  persevere.  The  only  "  jour- 
nal "  1  know  of  is  the  "  Angler's."  As  for  day- 
books in  lieu  of  ledgers,  try  them.  You  will  require 
more  than  one,  as  ledgers  vary  in  weight  according 
to  the  stream  you  are  fishing.] 


The  Americans  are  more  artistic  than  the  English. 
They  are  fonder  of  beautiful  things,  and  they  are 
prepared  to  pay  for  them.  When  an  Englishman 
grows  rich,  what  he  first  thinks  about  is  buying  an 
estate  and  keeping  race-horses.  A  rich  .American 
likes  to  gather  together  a  collection  of  beautiful 
books,  manuscripts,  and  pictures. 


In  the  Spring. 

In  the  spring  the  young  man's  fancy  lightly  turns 

to  thoughts  of  trout. 
And  he  hies  him  to  the  closet,  and  he  gets  his  tackle 

out ; 

And  he  polishes  the  nickel,  and  he  sharpens  up  his 
hooks. 

While  his  mind  it  goes  cavorting  off  to  sunn}',  bab- 
bling brooks. 

Full  a  week  he  spends  in  fixing  all  his  tackle  up 
with  care. 

While  his  step  it  grows  elastic,  and  his  manner 
debonair  ; 

Extra  flies  and  lines  and  leaders,  extra  fittings  he 
must  get. 

Till  he  drops  a  hard-earned  tenner,  but  without  the 
least  regret. 

P'or  'tis  spring,  and  trout  are  heading  for  the  lash- 
ing, lapping  falls. 

And  the  youth  in  fancy  sees  them  leaping  on  the 
office  walls  ; 

And  'tis  lucky  thus  he  sees  them  in  his  vision  day 
by  day, 

For  we  know,  alas  !  he  cannot  see  them  any  othe 
way,  — Exchange. 


De  Rouqemont,  it  appears,  is  not  to  have  it  all 
his  own  way  with  his  bare-back  riding  on  turtle- 
back.  "  Truthful  Tommy,"  I  hear,  is  challenging 
him  to  a  race  on  mock  turtles,  from  Battersea  Bridge 
to  Broadstairs,  the  contest  to  be  in  the  Graeco- 
Roman  or  catch-as-catch-can  stj'le,  spot  stroke 
barred,  and  no  heel-taps.  This  should  prove  an 
interesting  sporting  event.] 


A  MAN  who  appeared  at  the  Southwark  County 
Court  in  support  of  a  judgment  summorts  said  the 
debtor,  who  sent  his  wife  to  represent  him,  was 
afraid  to  come,  because  of  tho  language  he  had  used 
about  the  debt.  Judge  Addison  :  "  What  is  he  ?  " 
The  Creditor  :  "A  master  winkle  dealer  at  Billings- 
gate." Judge  Addison  :  "  Oh,  Billingsgate  has 
never  been  celebrated  for  polite  language,  and  if  I 
had  to  enforce  the  laws  of  polite  language  there  I 
should  have  a  difficult  task." 


The  York  Courant  of  March  12,  1751,  contained 
the  following: — 

"  To  all  lovers  of  angling.  By  William  Coulton, 
at  the  Dial,  in  Stonegate,  York,  is  made  and  sold 
all  sorts  of  fishing  tackle,  as  rods  of  all  sorts, 
wheels,  lines,  and  hooks  ;  swivels,  needles  to  put  on 
live  and  dead  baits,  gaff  hooks,  engines  for  making 
of  lines ;  likewise  all  sorts  of  artificial  flies,  India- 
grass,  silkworm  gut.  Also  makes  gimp  and  bass 
strines  of  all  sorts,  likewise  snap  hooks  for  pike, 
wholesale  and  retail.  At  the  same  shop,  all  sorts  of 
London  watches." 

"  May  be  had  of  John  Hildyard,  bookseller, 
York,  price  six  shillings.  The  art  of  hatching  and 
bringing  up  domestic  fowls  of  all  kinds  at  any  time 
of  the  year  by  means  of  the  heat  of  hot  beds,  or 
that  of  common  fire." 

"  A  petition  is  presented  to  Parliament  signed  by 
the  Mayor,  alderman,  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of 
Shetford  in  Norfolk,  praying  that  the  Bill  now 
depending  foi  a  general  naturalisation  of  foreign 
Protestants  may  not  pass  into  law." 
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We  all  know  that  "  eggs  is  eggs,"  but  it  is  not 
generally  knowTi  that  eggs  keep  considerably  better 
when  upright  than  when  lying  on  the  side.  The 
rea.son  is  that  the  germ  being  suspended  in  the 
white  or  albumen  always  rises  to  the  top,  and  when 
the  egg  lies  on  its  side  the  germ  will  touch  the  inside 
skin,  and  if  left  for  long  in  this  position  will  adhere 
to  it  and  cause  the  whole  to  deteriorate.  If  eggs 
are  received  in  partition  boxes,  it  is  a  good  plan  to 
turn  the  box  completely  over  once  daily,  if  not 
required  for  immediate  use,  and  the  eggs  will  then 
keep  fresh  during  cool  weather  for  a  considerable 
time. 


Sonnet  to  an  Oyster. 

Once  I  imagined  that  the  days  of  June 

Were  sweeter  than  the  days  of  all  the  year  ; 

I  thought  that  Lowell's  verses  made  that  cl»ar  : 

"  What  is  so  rare  ?  "  etc.    You  can  soon 

Recall  the  rest.  I  thought  her  glorious  moon 
Hung  in  the  heavens  a  super-lovely  sphere. 
Its  stars  of  scintillant  were  very  dear. 

Its  warm  caressing  winds  mj'  greatest  boon. 

I  do  not  think  so  now.    I  love  September, 
October  and  November  and  December, 
And  January,  too,  cannot  be  beaten  ; 
And  likewise  February,  April,  March, 
For  though  chill  winds  may  shake  the  lime  and 
larch. 

Yet  they're  the  months  when  oysters'must  be  eaten. 

— Exchange. 


Extraordinary  Growth  of  Pike. — In  1825 
some  pike  were  turned  into  a  pond  belonging  to 
R.  Cartwright,  Esq.,  in  Northamptonshire.  The 
largest  weighed  2  Jib.  In  October,  1829,  the  pond 
was  let  off,  and  a  pike  of  191b.  was  taken,  together 
with  five  more  from  111b.  to  151b.  each.  There  was 
a  good  stock  of  carp  in  it  when  the  water  was  let 
off. 


The  Traveller  and  the  Native. 

The  traveller  stepped  out  of  the  car  to  stretch  his 
legs  a  bit  while  the  trainmen  were  doctoring  a  hot 
box. 

"  What  town  is  this  ?  "  he  said  to  the  solitary 
native  on  the  station  platform. 

"  Name's  on  the  sign  up  there,"  replied  the'native. 

"  Oh,  yes — Drearyhurst.  How  far  is  it  to 
Chicago  ?  " 

"  You'll  find  that  on  the  sign,  too." 

"  So  it  is- -fourteen  miles.  Much  business  don» 
here  ?  " 

"  Not  much.  Keeps  us  pretty  busy,  though, 
mindin'  it." 

"  Had  a  great  deal  of  rain  in  this  section  ?  " 

"  Well,  we  ain't  growed  webs  on  our  feet  yet." 

"  Any  newspaper  published  in  the  town  ?  " 

"  No,  sir.  Nothin'  but  the  Drearyhurst  Demo- 
crat." 

"  Much  building  going  on  here  ?  " 
"  Some.    Abe  Syfert  put  up  a  chicken  house  last 
fall." 

"  You  don't  have  much  business  to  do  yourself, 
do  you  ?  " 

"  Yes,  sir.  They  keep  me  down  here  at  the  deepo 
to  answer  fool  questions." 

"  So  I  perceive.  Well,  my  friend,  you're  rather 
too  many  for  me.    Do  you  ever  take  a  drink  ?  " 

"  Sometimes." 

"  Then  suppose  you  go  to  the  pump  there  and 
help  yourself.  I  see  the  train  is  moving  off.  Good- 
bye."— Chicago  Tribune. 


Pike  Catching  a  Swallow  "on  the  Wing. — 
A  young  gentleman  walking  in  Mr.  Longster's 
garden,  at  Malton,  on  the  banks  of  the  Derwent,  saw 
a  fine  pike  suddenly  dart  out  of  the  river,  and  seize  a 
swallow  that  was  gliding  along  the  surface  of  the 
water.  The  sun  might  be  so  low  as  to  place  the  bird's 
shadow  in  advance  of  the  bird  itself,  and  thus  give 
the  pike  an  advantage. — "  Mag.  Nat.  Hist." 


The  thirty-sixth  annual  dinner  of  the  Highbury 
Anglers  took  place  on  Wednesday  evening.  May  18, 
at  their  palatial  and  comfortable  headquarters,  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Bedford  Square.  W.C.  There 
was  a  goodly  attendance  of  members  and  friends, 
ably  presided  over  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd,  with  Mr.  P.  J. 
Jagels  in  the  vice-chair.  Messrs.  Scholefield,  Dunn, 
Rayner,  and  Attwood  were  the  energetic  stewards. 
The  dinner  was  an  excellent  one,  and  served  in  the 
usual  "Bedford"  style.  I  am  sorry  I  missed  the 
soup  and  salmon,  but  fillets  of  beef,  saddle  of  mutton, 
roast  sirloin  of  beef,  roast  chickens  and  York  ham, 
etc.,  were  sufficient  to  satisfy  an  epicure.  The  dis- 
tribution of  cups  and  medals  and  the  flourishing 
condition  of  the  society  (both  numerically  and 
financially)  will  be  fully  dealt  with  in  the  next 
issue.  Dragnet. 
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WHITSUNTIDE  HOLIDAY 
ARRAXGEMENTS. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 
The  Great  Eastern  Railway  announce  cheap 
excursion  bookings  on  P'riday,  May  20,  from 
Liverpool-street  and  Great  Eastern  suburban 
station"*  to  Newcastle,  Ediubui-gh,  Glasgow,  etc. 
On  Saturday,  May  21,  to  Doncaster,  Hull,  Sheffield, 
Edwinstowe  (for  the  Dukeries),  Chesterfield^  Man- 
cliester,  York,  Scarborough,  Leeds,  Bradford, 
Wakefield,  Durham,  Newcastle,  etc.,  also  to  the 
principal  towns  in  the  counties  of  Cambridge, 
Suffolk,  Norfolk,  etc.  A  special  booking  office  will 
be  opened  at  the  Liverpool-street  Station  from 
May  16  to  3Iay  21  for  the  issue  of  tourist,  fortnightly, 
Eriday  to  Wednesday,  and  other  tickets,  to  the 
seaside  and  the  Broads  district  for  use  on  forward 
dates.  Tickets  may  also  be  obtained  at  the  com- 
pany's West-end  booking  offices,  12a,  Regent-street, 
.51,  New  Oxford-street,  215,  Edgware-road,  120, 
Brompton-road,  and  at  their  other  City  and  AVest- 
end  offices.  Additional  and  relieving  trains  will  be 
run  from  Liverpool-street  on  Friday  and  Saturday 
to  Colchester,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze, 
Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft, 
Cambridge,  Lynn,  etc.  On  Friday,  at  1.30  p.m.,  to 
Colchester,  Ciacton,  Walton,  Ipswich,  Norwich, 
Cromer,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft.  On  Saturday 
at  9.55  a.m.,  4.5,  and  7.10  p.m.,  to  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft.  At  7.12  p.m. 
to  FeUxstowe,  at  4.5  p.m.  to  Ciacton  and  Walton. 
Also  for  the  accommodation  of  persons  detained  at 
business  until  late  in  the  evening  of  Satm'day, 
special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street 
^  12.20  night  for  Norwich,  via  Cambridge,  at  12.25 
^ht  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  via 
Ipswich,  calling  at  the  prmcipal  intermediate 
stations.  The  supper  train  will  leave  Liverpool- 
street  at  12.3  night  for  Colchester  and  Clacton-on- 
Sea  as  tisual.  On  Bank  Holiday  excursion  trains 
will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  and  Fenchurch- 
street,  via  Shenfield,  to  Southend-on-Sea  and 
Bumham-on-Crouch,  from  Liverpool-street  to  Clac- 
ton-on-Sea, Walton-on-Naze,  Harwich,  Yarmouth, 
Hertford,  Cambridge,  and  Ely ;  and  from  St. 
Pancras  to  Yarmouth,  Cromer,  Cambridge,  Ely,  and 
Hertford.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  by  all 
trains  to  Epping  Forest,  "Broxbourne  and  Rye 
House.  A  special  service  of  trains  will  be  run  at 
frequent  intervals  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch- 
street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to  Epping  Forest,  and  from 
Liverpool-street  to  Rye  House.  Several  of  the 
usual  up  expresses  (including  the  7.23  a.m.  and  1.40 
p.m.  from  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft)  will  not  run 
on  Whit  Monday,  but  will  run  instead  on  Whit 
Tuesday,  May  24,  on  which  date  restaurant  cars 
will  run  on  7.25  a.m.  from  Yarmouth  and  7.40  a.m. 
from  Clacton-on-Sea.  On  Tuesday,  May  24,  special 
fast  trains  for  Liverpool-street  will  leave  Felixstowe 
(Town)  at  7. 10  a.m.,  Ipswich  7.43  a.m.,  Burnham-on- 
Crouch  at  8.57  a.m.  Restaurant  cars  are  rim 
every  week-day  (Bank  Holidays  excepted)  on  trains 
leaving  Liverpool-street  at  4.55  p.m.  for  Norwich 
and  Cromer,  and  at  5  p.m.  for  Yarmouth,  and  on  up 
trains  leaving  Cromer  at  8  a.m.,  Norwich  8.46  a.m., 
and  Yarmouth  at  8.20  a.m. 


SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  CHATHAM  RAILWAY. 

Special  Excursion  Tickets  will  be  issued  to 
Paris,  via  Folkestone  and  Boulogne,  by  the  Service 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  May  19,  20, 
21,  and  22,  and  by  the  10.0  a.ra.  and  2.20  p.m. 
Services  on  Saturday,  May  21.  They  will  a'so  be 
issued  by  the  Night  Mail  Service  leaving  Charing 
Cross  at  9.0  p.m.  and  Cannon-street  at  9.5  p.m., 
•ach  evening,  from  May  19  to  22  inclusive,  vid 
Dover  and  Calais.  Returning  from  Paris  at  2.40  p.m. 
vid  Boulogne,  or  8.40  p.m.  vid  Calais,  any  day 
within  14  days.  A  Cheap  Excursion  to  Boulogne 
■will  leave  Charing  Cross  at  2.20  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
May  21  ;  returning  at  12.5  or  7.10  p.m.  on  Wliit 
Monday.  Cheap  Return  Tickets  available  for 
8  days  will  be  issued  at  Charing  Cross  from  May  18 
to  23  inclusive,  available  by  the  10.0  a.m.  and 
2.20  p.m.  Services.  Similar  Tickets  will  also  be 
iwued  to  Calais  by  the  9.0  a.m.  and  9.0  p.m. 
Services.  On  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit  Monday 
Special  Day  Excursions  will  be  run  to  Bou- 
logne and  Calais.  Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels  by 
the  Calais,  Boulogne,  and  Ostend  routes  will  be 
iaaued  from  May  18  to  23  inclusive,  available  fof 
8  days.  Special  Cheap  8-Day  Return  Tickets  to 
Am.'iterdam,  The  Hague,  and  other  Dutch  towns, 
vid  Queenboro'  and  Flushing,  will  be  issued  from 
May  18  to  23  inclusive,  leaving  Victoria  and 
Holborn  at  9.25  a.ra.  Cheap  8-Day  Return  Tickets 
to  Ostend  will  be  issued  from  May  18  to  23  inclusive. 
Special  Cheap  Tours  to  the  Belgian  Ardennes  by 
the  Calaia,  Boulogne,  and  O.stend  routes  are  also 
announced.  During  the  Holidays  the  Continental 
Services  will  run  an  usual.    A  Special  Express  Train 


(Ist,  2nd,  and  3rdCI.)  wilUeave  VictoriaforDoverPier 
at  8.50  p.m.,  calling  at  Heme  Hill,  on  May  20,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Calais  and  Ostend  Night  Steamers. 
The  Home  arrangements  are  as  follows  :  Cheap 
Return  Tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards, 
Hastings,  Bexhill,  Canterbury,  Whitstable,  Heme 
Bay,  Birchington,  Westgate,  Margate,  Brotidatairs, 
Ramsgate,  Sandwich,  Deal,  Walmer,  Dover,  Folke- 
stone, Shornclifie,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  and  New  Rom- 
ney  (Littlestone-on-Sea),  will  be  issued  from  London 
by  certain  Trains  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  May  20 
and  21,  available  to  return  on  Wednesday,  May  25, 
by  any  train  (Mail  and  Boat  Expresses  excepted). 
Cheap  Day  Excursions  on  Whit  Sunday  and  Whit 
Monday  will  be  run  from  the  principal  London 
Stations  to Gravesend  (Rosherville Gardens ),  Ashf ord, 
Canterbury,  Deal,  Tunbridge  Wells,  Haistings,  Bex- 
hQl,  Whitstable,  Heme  Bay,  Birchington,  Ramsgate, 
Broadstairs,  Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone, 
Dover,  etc.  On  Whit  Monday  a  Special  Cheap  Day 
Excursion  will  be  run  to  Aldershot,  leaving  Charing 
Cross  at  9.24  a.m.,  and  London  Bridge  9.30  a.m. 
Also  Cheap  Afternoon  Excursion  to  Whitstable  and 
Herne  Bay  on  Whit  Sunday,  leaving  Victori'i  and 
Holborn  at  2.55  p.m.,  and  Charing  Cross  at  2.15  p.m. 
Cheap  Return  Tickets  will  be  issued  from  London 
to  the  Crystal  Palace  (High  Level)  on  Bank  Holiday, 
including  admission.  Full  particulars  of  the  Excur- 
sions, Extension  of  Time  for  certain  Return  Tickets, 
Alterations  in  Train  Services,  etc.,  are  given  in  the 
Special  Holiday  Programme  and  Bills. 


BRIGHTON  AND  SOUTH  COAST  RAILWAY. 

Cheap  tickets  will  be  issued  on  this  line  to 
Brighton  and  Worthing  for  eight  or  fifteen 
days.  Facilities  will  be  oSered  for  Seaford,  East- 
bourne, Bexhill,  Hastings,  Littlehanipton,  Bognor, 
Chichester,  Havant,  Southsea,  Portsmouth,  and 
the  Isle  of  Wight  ;  and  ordinary  week-end  tickets 
will  have  their  availability  extended.  On  Saturday, 
May  21,  a  fourteen-day  excursion  to  Paris,  Rouen, 
and  Dieppe,  by  the  picturesque  Newhaven  and 
Dieppe  route,  will  be  run  from  London  by  the  day 
express  service,  and  also  by  the  night  express 
service  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  May  20 
to  May  22.  Cheap  return  tickets  to  Dieppe  will 
be  issued  on  Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday, 
May  20  to  Mn.y  23,  available  for  return  on  any  day 
up  to  and  including  the  following  Wednesday.  On 
Whit  Sunday  there  will  be  a  cyclists'  special  cheap 
train  from  Victoria  to  Sutton,  Dorking,  Ockley, 
and  Horsham. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Whitsuntide  excursions  will  run  from  Euston, 
Victoria,  Kensington,  Broad-street,  Woolwich,  and 
other  London  stations,  on  Saturday,  May  21,  to 
Londonderry,  vid  Morecambe  or  Fleetwood.  On 
Friday,  May  20,  to  North  and  Central  Wales 
and  Cambrian  line  stations.  Returning  follow- 
ing Monday,  Friday,  Monday  week,  or  Friday 
week.  Also  to  South  Wales,  returning  the  fol- 
lowing Monday  or  Friday.  On  Friday,  May  20, 
to  Leicester,  Biu-ton,  Derby,  North  Stafford.shire 
line  .stations,  Birkenhead,  and  Chester.  On  Friday 
night,  May  20,  for  eight  and  sixteen  days,  to 
Carlisle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Dunkeld, 
Elgin,  Inverness,  and  other  stations  in  the  North 
of  Scotland.  On  Friday  night.  May  20,  to 
Bolton,  Blackburn,  Preston,  Blackpool,  Hudders- 
field,  Leeds,  etc.  On  Friday  night.  May  20, 
for  three,  five,  and  seven  days,  and  on  Satur- 
day night,  May  21,  for  two,  four,  and  six  days, 
to  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Warrington,  Stock- 
port. On  Friday  night.  May  20,  to  Carlisle,  Lan- 
caster, Morecambe,  and  the  English  Lake  District, 
returning  following  Monday,  Wednesday,  or  Friday. 
On  Friday  night,  May  20,  to  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man), 
vid  Iiiverpool.  On  Saturday,  May  21,  to  Douglas 
(Isle  of  Man),  vid  Fleetwood,  leaving  Euston  Station 
at  7. 10  a.m.  Cheap  excursions  on  Saturday  evening. 
May  21,  to  Birmingham,  Dudley,  Dudley  Port, 
Walsall,  Wednesbury,  Wolverhampton,  Coventry, 
Leamington,  Kenilworth,  Warwick,  and  North- 
ampton, returning  to  London  on  Whit  Monday, 
May  23,  Thursday,  May  26,  or  Friday,  May  27. 
The  ticket  offices  at  Euston,  Broad-street,  Victoria 
(Pimlico),  Kensington,  and  Willesden  Junction 
will  be  open  until  Whit  Monday,  May  23,  so  that 
passengers  wishing  to  obtain  tickets  can  do  so  at 
any  time  of  the  day  prior  to  the  starting  of  the 
trains.  The  ordinary  and  tourist  tickets  will  be 
dated  to  suit  the  convenience  of  passengers.  All 
information  can  be  obtained  of  Mr.  Robert  Tumbull, 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Euston  Station. 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

The  Great  Central  Railway  are  offering  ample 
and  admirable  facilities  to  those  desirous  of  spending 
the  holiday  at  places  reached  by  their  comfortable 
and  picturesque  route.  Excursions  are  announced 
from  London  (Marylebone),  Woolwich,  Greenwich, 
and  Metropolitan  stations,  to  all  the  principal 


towns  and  holiday  resorts  in  the  Midlands,  North 
of  England,  North-East  and  North-West  Coast 
watering  places,  and  Scotland.  Special  Expresses 
leave  Marylebone  at  12.5  and  12.20  midnight  Friday 
and  Saturday,  May  20  and  21,  and  there  are  several 
additional  fast  trains  on  Saturday,  May  21,  one  of 
which  departs  from  Marylebone  at  2.25  jj.rn.  and 
runs  to  Sheffield  without  a  stop.  The  information 
lias  been  concisely  tabulated  in  the  form  of  an 
ABC  programme,  giving  tlie  time.'i  of  starting, 
fares,  dates,  and  times  of  return,  etc.,  for  any 
station  (alphabetically  arranged)  which  can  be 
easily  seen  at  a  glance.  Copies  of  this  guide  can 
be  obtained,  free,  at  Marylebone  Station,  or  at  any 
of  the  company's  town  offices  and  agencies. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

The  principal  trips  from  London  (Waterloo),  etc., 
are  as  follows: — To  Paris,  vid  Southampton,  Havre, 
and  Rouen,  on  May  19,  20,  and  21.  Return  fares, 
first  class,  39s.  3d.  ;  second  class,  30s.  3d.  ;  and 
third  class,  26s.  To  St.  Malo  on  May  20,  to  Havre 
on  May  20  and  21  ;  fares,  24s.  6d.  To  Cherbourg 
on  May  21  ;  fare,  23s.  6d.  To  Guernsey  and  Jersey 
on  May  20  ;  fare,  22s.  Fast  excursions  on  Friday, 
May  20,  to  Basingstoke,  Winchester,  Romsey, 
Southampton,  Fareham,  Cosham,  Cowes,  etc., 
return  May  30  or  June  6  ;  to  Isle  of  Wight,  East 
Southsea,  Portsmouth,  Midhurst,  Peterstield,  etc., 
return  May  25  or  June  1.  On  Friday,  May  20,  and 
Saturday,  May  21,  to  Exeter,  Exmouth,  Oke- 
hampton,  Bude,  Launceston,  Camelford,  Wade- 
bridge,  Bodmin,  Padstow,  Newquay,  North 
Tawton,  Tavistock,  Devonport,  Plymouth,  Bideford, 
Torrington,  Barnstaple,  Lynton,  llfracombe,  Credi- 
ton,  etc.  ;  on  Saturday,  May  21,  to  Weymouth, 
Portland,  Dorchester,  Wimborne,  Swanage,  Andover, 
Stockbridge,  Amesbury,  Dowiiton,  Fordingbridge, 
Salisbury,  Sherborne,  Yeovil,  Seaton,  Lyme  Regis, 
Chard,  Budleigh  Salterton,  Sidmouth,  Crewkerne, 
Burnham,  Wells,  Radstock,  Bath,  Swindon,  Glou- 
cester, Cheltenham,  Marlborough,  etc.,  return  May 
23,  27,  30,  June  3  or  6.  To  Southampton,  Brocken- 
hurst,  Christchurch,  Boscombe,  Bournemouth,  etc., 
return  May  24,  26,  31,  and  June  2.  To  Lymington, 
Yarmouth,  Totland  Bay,  Branksome,  Poole,  Park- 
stone,  etc.,  return  May  24  or  31.  On  Whit  Stmday 
(for  one  or  two  days)  and  on  Whit  Monday  (day 
trips)  to  Bournemouth,  Christchurch,  Lyndhurst- 
road,  Portsmouth,  Brockenhurst,  Southampton, 
Haslemere,  Midhurst,  Petersfield,  Havant,  Isle  of 
Wight,  etc.  On  Whit  Monday,  day  trips  to  Wey- 
mouth, Dorchester,  Swanage,  Wimborne,  Lyming- 
ton, Salisbury.  Romsey,  East  Southsea,  Winchester, 
Basingstoke,  Gosport,  Aldershot,  Farnham,  Guild- 
ford, etc.  Also  the  usual  excursions  to  suburban 
and  riverside  stations. 


llofes  front  f^c  Wotti). 


Angling  is  steadily  improving  all  over  the  north, 
especially  in  brown  trout,  and  for  the  nonce  the 
conditions  are  ideal. 


The  fly  has  been  working  well,  the  chief  lures  on 
the  Dee,  Don,  Ythan,  etc.,  being  the  GreenweU's 
Glory,  Olive  Dun,  March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear,  and 
such  like,  while  the  "Grandholm  killer"  is  an 
especial  favourite  on  the  Don. 


Since  May  7  some  twenty  fish  were  got  on  the 
Aboyne  Hotel  waters.  Captain  Ellison,  Mrs.  Blaudy 
Jenkins,  Mr.  Prince,  Mr.  Chalmers,  and  Mr.  Benson 
divided  them  among  them. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Lindsay,  Market-street,  Aberdeen,  has 
purchased  the  ideal  sporting  estate  of  Knappach, 
Deeaide.  The  famous  Knappach  pool  is  one  of  the 
best  on  middle  Deeside,  and  this  spring  has  yielded 
some  fifty  fish.    Not  bad  for  a  single  pool. 

A  record  basket  was  made  on  the  Cunnich  in 
Strath  Glass  the  other  day,  not  for  numbers  but 
for  weight  —  twelve  fish  to  a  single  rod  in  four 
hours  of  a  morning,  averaging  241b. 

The  salmon  season,  which  usually  fades  a  bit  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  is  meantime  brighter  than 
has  been  the  case  for  some  time,  especially  the 
nets  :  the  angler's  chance  comes  later. 

The  action  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon 
against  the  Lossiemouth  Town  Council  comes  on 
for  proof  about  June  2. 


Mr.  Michie,  the  King's  factor  at  Balmoral,  was 
entertained  to  luncheon  and  a  presentation  in 
Aberdeen  on  May  13.  No  one  loves  a  cast  on  the 
upper  Dee  more  than  the  factor,  and  few  salmon 
escape  when  once  he  gets  a  hold. 

Speciai,  Scotch. 
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ANGLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  6lcc. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Railways," 
"  Truly  am,  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

Tlie  surrounclins  country  now  in  fresh  spring 
beauty.  Golden  goree  and  furse  in  full  bloom. 
Niglitiiigules  and  other  song  birds  abound.  "  A 
cliarniing  spot  to  visit." 


Coarse  Fishing  REOPENS  June  15. 

Trout  now  Feeding.    Largest  Fish  caught  to 
date,  2i  and  3  lbs.  each. 

GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  31  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  Is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel.   

Telegrams :  GElFriTHS,  Frbrsham  Pond.Chdrt. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Koach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Kresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZES  ur  FISH : 

Bream,  10  Inch. 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Rudd,  6  inch. 
Tench,  8  inch. 

Coarse  Fishing 


Dace,  6  inch. 
Perch,  8  inch. 
Gudgeon,  i  inch. 

closed  until  June  15. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  lor  Pike,  Perch,  and  Budd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  6d.  per 
day,  Winter ;  8«.  6d.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scorea  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  i^i  lbs. 
Good  lea  fishing. 

W.  VICKERy,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Thr  ee  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coapse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  ifcc— Address  Propiubtor. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  UDDLE. 

Anqliiifj  Quarters. 

ESKDAiiE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
rivers  Exo  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  S  Nation.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Ineldeb,  Proprietor. 


THE  GLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address:  "Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams: "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


CLOTH  BINDING  OASES 

FOR  THK 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

OAR  BB  HAS  AT  THB 

Publiihing  Office,  Bt,  Dvnttan'i  House,  E.C. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

The  Fishing  began  on  March  i.    Boats  and 
Rooms  should  be  booked  early. 

GROUSE  MOORS  AND  ROUGH  SHOOTINGS  TO  LET. 


ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.  Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  reserved 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charging  apparatus. 

M.  WALTERS. 


Modern  Hotel,  with  every  Convenience  and  Comfort  for  Anglers. 

PENSION,   lOs.  ed.   A  DAY. 

Station:  Llanfyllin.  Post  and  Telegraph  :  " Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING 

FORTH  HOTEL, 


WALES, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  pep  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Pi(  tiires(|iiely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  f.inious  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  flsliing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  lesort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
ami  telegraphic  communication  withiu  easy  distance.  Route  :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badcall  3  miles  distant. 


SEA  FISHING. 


EXTBNSiriS  BOATING   AND  HIRING. 


N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

Bright,  bracing  air;  Hotel  adjoins  sea  coast  and  Like, 
aiid^  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  9-liole  golf 
links.  Tjake  Traffells,  160  acres,  and  Lake  I>inan.  75 
acres,  are  now  included  in  propnetor's  fishing ;  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  Fishing;  boats  on  all  lakes  incUuled  in 
moderate  tariff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  fishing  on 
Rivei  Crygill.  best  in  the  early  season,  opened  IV^arch  1 
A  IMODKRN  HOUSE,  10  rooms,  well  furnisheil.  splendid 
view  over  sea.  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moun- 
tains, with  same  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel.  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address.  T.  J.  COTTRELL.  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modem  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogle.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.  Particulars  from  WILUAH 
Donaldson,  Manager. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
lioats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bian,  and  River  Foyers,  also  Fiee.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodopgan,  Anglesey. 
C  OFCOlSr  1L.AKE. 

The  above  is  the  best  in  North  Wales  foi'  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lake).  Can  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  o)-  Bait.  Boats  thoroughly  up-to-date 
and  free  to  Anglers.  Sail  or  row  boats.  Perch, 
Roach,  Sea  and  River  Trouting  within  easy 
distances.  Cuisine,  Wines,  &c.,  of  best  quality. 
Terms  moderate. 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


THIRTY  MILES  preserved  TROUT  FISHING 
free  to  the  guests  of  the 

HOTEL  DES  ARDENNES, 

Diekirch  (Luxemburg).  Opened  April  1.  In- 
clusive pension  terms,  is.  Id.  per  day. 

Proprietor,  A.  H  ECK. 
Ask  for  Illustrated  Prospectus,  sent  post  free 


HARRIS  HOTEL, 

Tarbert,  Island  of  Harris. 

First-rate  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July  1.  Telegrams:  "Hotel 
Harris."  William  J.  Camebon  (for 
eight  years  proprietor  of  Taychreggan 
Hotel,  Lochawe). 


ALTNAGEALGAGH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 


Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  seasons  catch  : 
14,615  Trout,  2  tons,  3  cwt.,  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. — Par- 
ticulars on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 


First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  1. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL 

BALUNROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 
IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Tront, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland— Lough* 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1+  mllei 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  touriati.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  beit.  lermi 
on  appUcatloD.    Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  8TAHNER8,  Proprietor. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  GaJway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterapd. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partndge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  In  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  In  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T  NAUOHTOV.  Pronrietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo.  \ 

FRKE  SALMON,  TKOUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  Cullen.  Deiry- 
mannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5».  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  chaige 
on  Simdays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salnuju  Fisliin^i,  White  and  Urown  Trout 
Fishing.  The  (Iweedore  River  and  tauKJUS 
Loughanure.  Tlie  Hotel  is  on  the  very  brink  of 
River  and  within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the  liest 
Salmon  PocjIs.  A  two-hoi-se  Wagonette  leaves 
the  Hotel  cveiy  morning  for  the  Lake.  A  new 
wing  was  added  to  Hotel  with  bathroom  and 
lavatory  complete.  Very  Moderate  Terms.  Apply, 
PROPRIETOR,  THE  HOTEL, 

CroUy  Hndf/e,  (Jtveedorf. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londondepry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  <Sc.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9«.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  1«.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5g.  per  day.  Cheaper  AuKliug 
terms  on  Ujjper  Water. — Address  Manaokhes^. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Fishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Lough vidy ;  also  good  Rough  Shoot- 
ing. Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


THE  MOURNE,  CO.  TYRONE. 

Best  Spring  Trout  Fishing  in  Ireland, 
on  the  Preserved  Waters  of  the  Mourne,  j 
Strule,   Glenelly,   Derg,  &c.  Season! 
opened  April  1. — For  terms,  apply  to| 
Mrs.  Maeshall, 

ABERCORN  HOTEL,^ 

NEWTOWNSTEWART,  IRELAND. 


NORWAY. 

GOOD  TROUT    FISHING    in  both 
streams  and  lakes  may  be  had  at 

YIN«JE  HOTEL, 

Vossestranden,  vid  Bergen.  The  Hotel 
is  between  Voss  and  Gudvangen,  about  six 
hours'  journey  from  Bergen,  has  com- 
fortable bedrooms,  bathroom,  and  excel- 
lent table.  Reference  to  Dr.  Salvin 
Pattinson,  Tynemouth,  Northumberland, 
is  permitted. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  prejput 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  ISsse.x,  <Stc.,  (fee.  First  class  for  anglers.  Good 
boats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casts 
on  the  River  Moy.    With  Free  Salmon  Fishing. 

G.  MURTAGH„Proprietor. 


May  21,  1904 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


343 


ANSWERS  TO  GORRESPONDENTSj 
F.  J.  (ajtd  Others). — Yes  ;  there  are  two  fishing 
ftssopiations  in  Weymouth — the  "  Weymouth  Ang- 
ling Association  "  and  the  "  Weymouth  and  Dorset 
AngUng  Association."  Mr.  C.  Riis.sell,  90,  St.  Mary- 
street,  Weymouth,  is  the  secretary  of  the  Weymouth 
AngUng  Association,  and  the  two  are  iu  no  way  con- 
nected with  each  otlier. 


Xettets  to  tbe  Ebftor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 


THE  AGITATIONS  OF  "LANDRAIL."/ 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  "  Landrail  " 
seems  to  be  agitated  by  many  conundrums.  In 
pity  of  his  distress  I  venture  (not  without  dark 
suspicions  of  an  attempt  on  '"  Landrail's  "  part  to 
pull  mj-  leg)  to  come  to  his  rescue  with  answers  to 
some  of  them. 

Q.  (1)  How  do  the  makers  (of  flies)  get  paid  for 
their  exquisite  work  ?  Do  they  ?  A.  Of  course  not. 
They  get  paid  for  the  other  things  they  sell  the 
angler  at  prices  which  enable  them  to  give  the  flies 
away. 

Q.  (2)  Who  is  to  settle  which  are  the  orthodox 
dressings  ?  A.  Give  it  up.  Are  there  any  ortho- 
dox dressings  ?  I  remember  spending  hours  over 
some  trout  of  the  lower  Test,  with  some  charming 
May  Flies  of  delicate  tints,  in  vain.  At  last  in 
despair  I  put  up  a  big,  ugly,  staring  bright  green 
abortion  of  the  most  glaring  colours,  and  promptly 
got  a  brace. 

Q.  (3)  What  did  Francis  Francis  mean  by  Dark 
Mallard  ?  Is  it  the  dark  natural  feather  from  the 
sides  of  the  back,  or  is  it  the  side  feathers  dyed 
Ijrown  ?  A.  Let  "  Landrail  "  write  to  Mr.  White, 
of  Omagh,  for  sixpenny  worth  of  "  Brown  Mallard," 
and  he  will  get  the  exact  feather. 

Q.  (4)  Where  is  silk  to  be  got  ?  A.  Almost  all 
tackle  makers  sell  Pearsall's  tying  silks,  which, 
when  new,  are  good  enough  for  most  practical 
purposes.  Messi-s.  Peek  &  Son,  of  Gray's  Inn-road, 
had  not  long  ago  some  excellent  silks  (in  skeins) 
from  some  Leek  manufacturer. 

Q.  (5)  For  what  purpose  does  tho  Fly  Fishers' 
Club  exist  ?  A.  That  is  the  secret  of  its  members. 
I  believe  they  are  not  dissatisfied. 

Q.  (6)  Is  not  a  description  of  the  leading  kinds  (of 
liackles)  wanted  ?  A.  Vide  back  numbers  of  the 
Fixhing  Gazette  passim  for  descriptions. 

Q.  (7)  For  what  purpose  does  the  secretary  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club  ask  for  specimens  of  North- 
country  flies  ?  A.  I  do  not  think  he  does.  The 
Mub-committee  on  natural  flies  is  mounting  a 
heautiful  series  of  natural  flies  in  shallow  glass 
pans,  hermetically  sealed,  where  they  float  in 
dilute  solution  of  formalin.  The  flies  are  wanted 
for  this  purpose  as  a  record  of  the  typical  flies  of 
the  various  rivers  of  this  country.  The  collection 
is  for  the  club's  own  use,  and  the  appeal  of  the  sub- 
'  ommittee,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  is  addressed 
to  niembers  only. 

Q.  (8)  Does  he  offer  in  return  the  loan  of  .speci- 
men sheets  of  its  unique  collection  of  hackles  ? 
A.  Xothing — strange  ! 

Q.  (0)  What  is  wax  used  for  ?  A.  Let  "  Land- 
rail "  tie  two  pieces  (>f  gut  on  to  hooks,  one  with 
waxed  silk  and  one  without,  and  he  will  arrive  at 
some  notion  of  the  purpose  of  wax.  For  some 
flies  the  darkening  of  the  silk  with  wax  is  advan- 
tageous, for  others  it  is  a  drawback  ;  but  in  each 
case  the  wax  is  essential,  as  without  it  a  fly  would 
not  hold  together,  nor  would  it  take  up  dubbing. 
The  pale  or  virgin  resin  dissolved  in  turpentine 
darkens  the  silk  as  much  almost  as  cobblers'  wax. 
For  general  purposes  I  find  brown  harness-makers' 
wax,  when  now,  the  most  satisfactory. 

Now  may  I  express  the  hope  that  "  Landrail  " 
feels  better. — Yours  truly,  Val  Conson. 

SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT  FISHING  IN 
SOUTH  HARRIS  (OUTER  HEBRIDES). 

Dear  Sir, — Having  been  appointed  agent  for 
England  for  tlie  booking  of  guests  for  the  Hobridean 
Sporting  Association,  Ltd.,  for  their  well-equipped 
Hud  comfortable  lodges  of  Rodel  and  Finsbay,  South 
Harris,  affording  guests  (limited  in  number)  excel- 
iont  salmon  and  soa-trout  fishing,  also  ferox  and 
largo  l>rown  trout  fishing  in  numerous  lochs  (in- 
cluding the  famous  Obbe  Loch),  with  the  Htreams 
-md  outlets  to  tho  sea,  I  am  now  prepared  to  h>ook 
lests  for  these  lodges  and  their  fishings  for  the 
nsuing  .soa-son  of  li)04,  and  enclose  herewith  full 
'  hedule  of  particulars,  with  terms  for  residence  and 
--hing  at  the  two  lodges, 
f  can  al.w  offer  sections  of  shootings  from  r)000  to 
40,000  acres  in  extent,  which  may  be  rented  sepa- 
rately if  desired. 


Should  you  entertain  spending  a  few  weeks  in 
Harris,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  book  you  for  sucii  dates 
as  may  be  available,  on  hearing  from  you  tlie  dates 
you  would  entertain  the  project. — -Yours  truly, 

Lumley  House,  James  Dowell. 

34,  St.  James's-street. 

[I  certainly  think  that  the  attractions  offered  by 
the  association  are  considerable,  and  well  worth 
inquiring  about  by  those  thinking  of  sea-trout 
fishing  in  South  Harris.— Ed.] 

A  CHALLENGE  TO  "  SCOTTIE." 

Dear  Sir, — I  note  Messrs.  Foster's  challenge  to 
me  in  your  issue  of  May  7. 

This  is  a  challenge  I  should  be  delighted  to  accept 
were  I  a  professional  rod-maker  and  had  the  neces- 
sary facilities  for  the  pi'oduction  of  high-class  rods, 
but,  as  I  have  already  stated,  I  am  only  an  amateur, 
and  do  not  for  a  moment  presume  to  place  myself 
on  their  level.  However,  the  time  may  come  when 
I  shall  be  delighted  to  accept  their  terms,  only 
stipulating  that  the  gentlemen  who  shall  decide  as 
to  the  castmg  power  of  the  rods  to  be  tested  shall 
be  such  as  have  not  hitherto  cast  with  either  Messrs. 
Foster's  steel-ribbed  rods  or  my  own. 

Doubtless  your  readers  will  notice  that  this  chal- 
lenge is  very  different  from  the  one  hitherto  issued 
by  Messrs.  Foster,  and  which  I  have  offered  to 
accept.  In  the  former  they  challenge  anyone  to 
produce  a  rod  of  equal  dimensions  to  beat  theirs  in 
strength,  and  I  leave  it  to  others  to  judge  whether, 
under  the  circumstances,  this  latter  is  a  fair  chal- 
lenge to  substitute  for  the  former. 

I  also  note  Messrs.  Foster  make  certain  state- 
ments concerning  the  origination  of  my  method 
which  ai'e  not  quite  correct. — Yours  truly, 

SCOTTIE. 

THE  AWBEG. 

Dear  Sir, — This  is  the  name  of  a  small  stream 
(pronounced  O'beg),  much  of  which  runs  through 
low-lying  and  cultivated  ground  in  North  Cork.  I 
never  heard  of  salmon  being  cauglit  in  it — at  any 
rate,  above  Doneraile  ;  but  there  were  some  good 
trout  in  it  between  that  village  and  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Ballyhoura  hills.  Most  of  the  water 
was  free,  and  poaching  was  not  unknown.  This 
was  many  years  ago.  Any  of  the  usual  Irish  trout 
flies  obtainable  in  Cork,  Mallow,  or  Dublin  would 
suit.— Yovu's  truly,  Bemwyan. 

FISHING  IN  ANGLESEY. 

Dear  Sir, — After  thirty  years'  continuous  fly 
fishing  in  Anglesey,  Mr.  E.  Lintott,  Horsham,  may 
take  the  following  as  thoroughly  reliable.  Rhosneigr 
is  not  an  ideal  centre  for  fly  fishing  ;  but  he  has 
Lake  Maelog  and  River  Crygyll  near  his  door,  both 
of  which  do  not  fish  well,  except  in  the  evening. 
The  best  sport  with  the  trout  at  the  latter  end  of 
July  and  August  would  be  from  six  to  nine  in  the 
evening  at  Coron  Lake,  with  a  cast  made  up  of  a 
Cinnamon,  Sedge,  and  Bluebottle.  He  is  safe  for 
some  pounders  there,  and  on  a  dull  day  that  time 
of  the  year  they  begin  to  take  at  two  o'clock. 
There  is  also  Trafull  Lake,  not  far  from  Ty  Croes, 
Cefni  river,  and  Lake  Frogwy,  worked  from  l,lan- 
gefni.  Should  a  heavy  flood  come  on  in  August, 
sea-trout  run  up  and  take  a  small  Alexandra  better 
than  any  fly  ;  but  the  bait  for  them  is  a  good  lob- 
worm, and  the  time  from  six  to  nine  in  the  evening. 
If  I  may  suggest  to  Mr.  Lintott,  Rhosneigr  is  a 
good  centre  for  sea  fishing — bream,  cod,  pollack, 
and  mackerel  abounding  in  the  bays  up  to  Aberffraw, 
and  in  the  latter  place  he  will  find  bass.  He  should 
inquire  for  information  from  Mr.  R.  D.  Williams, 
Penrhyn,  on  tliat  interesting  spot.  I  shall  be  glad 
to  give  any  further  information  to  English  anglers 
contemplating  visiting  this  county  for  their  holidays. 
— Yours  truly,  W.  H. 

Gaerwen  N.  School,  Anglesey. 

FOR  THE  INCREASE   OF  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  in  his  letter 
concerning  spring  salmon  trout  gives  the  keynote 
for  one  of  the  most  effective  ways  of  increasing  the 
supply  of  salmon.  That  is  in  his  class  3  ;  he  recog- 
nises the  deadly  destruction  of  silvery  smolts  that 
takes  place  in  most  rivers,  both  accidentally  mid 
designedly.  Almost  nil  trout  fishers  pay  no  respect 
to  the  preservation  of  these  smolts,  in  spite  of  the 
law.  They  are  beautiful  to  eat  and  easy  to  catch, 
and  that  satisfies  the  destroyer.  The  idea  that  a 
legally  enforced  size  limit  will  suffice  to  protect  tho 
sniolts  is  very  doubtful,  as  in  many  of  the  English 
and  Welsh  rivers  tho  trout  rarely  I'oach  eight  inches 
in  length.  The  only  way  out  of  the  difficidty  is  to 
stop  all  trout  fishing  in  the  lower  reaches  f)f  all 
salmon  rivers  during  April  and  May,  when  the  smolts 
aro  descending.  If  the  smolts  and  the  kelts  are 
rigidly  preserved  there  will  bo  less  need  to  think  of 
artificial  hatching  of  salmon.    The  two  chief  excuses 


for  the  artificial  hatching  of  salmon  are  (1)  when  it 
is  desired  to  keep  up  a  stock  of  trout  as  well  as  of 
salmon,  and  (2)  where  tlio  nets  arc  allowed  to  bo 
overworked  (as  is  in  most  rivers)  in  the  fresh  water 
"and  iu  tlie  narrow  estuaries  of  a  river. — Yours 
truly,  J.  Kingston  Barton. 

FISHING  IN  FRANCE  AND  SWITZERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Lt.-Col.  Johnston,  I  fear 
he  will  not  find  any  good  salmon  fishing  in  France, 
although  an  occasional  one  may  be  caught  in  several 
of  the  Brittany  rivers,  while  in  Belgium  a  good  many 
were  caught  last  spring  in  the  Ourthe,  and  they 
may  be  very  occasionally  taken  in  the  Ambleve< 
(See  my  reply  to  Mr.  E.  R.  Taylor  in  next  letter.) 

As  to  the  Ardennes,  in  addition  to  the  places 
mentioned  by  "P.  T.  W."  and  "  R.  L."  Remou- 
charaps  is  well  spoken  of  (Hotel  de  la  Grotte) ; 
route  from  Liege  via  Rivage  and  Aywaille,  or  from 
Spa  via  Trois  Fonts,  whence  to  Rivage  line  follows 
course  of  river,  fishing  also  at  neighbouring  places 
— Quarreux,  Stoumont,  and  Monceveux.  Trouting 
best  in  spring.  More  chance  of  salmon  in  late 
autumn. 

At  Laroche,  on  the  Ourthe,  I  believe  coarse  fish 
are  much  more  plentiful  than  trout.  Salmon  are 
reported  to  be  increasing  in  number  in  this  river. 

A  correspondent  speaks  well  of  Diekirch,  where 
he  found  sport  good  with  trout  and  grayling,  and 
lost  a  salmon.  In  August  he  found  rivers  nearly 
dry  about  here  and  Vianden  ;  spring  is  much  the 
best  time.  Landlord  of  Hotel  Ensch,  at  Vianden, 
has  some  water,  and  a  local  man  advised  fishing 
up  to  Stolzenbourg,  Hotel  Meyer,  then  going  on  to 
Nieder,  and  back  to  V^ianden. 

Other  trips  suggested  were  up  the  Wiltz  river  to 
junction  at  Wiltz,  and  on  to  Kautenbach  and 
Clervaux  (rail  alongside  river),  or  up  the  Wiltz  to 
Bastogne,  thence  by  rail  or  tram  to  HouSalize, 
where  tair  grayling  fishing  is  reported. 

At  the  Chateau  Royal  d'Ardenne,  a  palatial 
hotel,  fishing  may  be  had  on  Lomme  and  Lesse. 
Particulars  from  Infernational  Sleeping  Car  Co., 
Cockspur-street,  Charing  Cross. 

Fishing  is  reported  good  at  Bouillon,  on  ths 
Semois,  and  in  tributaries.  Also  at  Herbeumont, 
Chiny,  and  Poix,  on  a  tributary  of  the  Lomme. 

I  know  very  little  of  Switzerland,  but  heard  from 
a  reliable  friend  that  trout  run  large  in  the  Limmat, 
at  Baden  in  Aargau,  on  the  Basle-Zurich  line. — 
Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  May  16. 

[I  hope  "Sarcelle"  is  preparing  to  tempt  some 
French  trout  with  English  May  Flies. — Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  NORMANDY  AND  BRITTANY 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Ernest  R.  Taylor, 
good  trouting  in  Normandy  is  very  difficult  to  get 
nowadays,  much  formerly  practically  free  water 
being  now  preserved.  From  Dieppe  fishing  may  be 
got  at  Arques,  about  four  miles  away  ;  a  mile  of 
water  fishablo  by  ticket  from  Grand  Hotel,  Dieppe  ; 
and  higher  up  the  same  stream  there  is  some  free 
water,  but  much  poached.  At  Martin-Eglise,  about 
three  miles  from  Dieppe,  landlord  of  inn  in  the  village 
gives  leave  for  a  little  fishing  in  tho  Eaulue  ;  free 
water  higher  up,  but  probably  poached  and  hard 
fished  by  natives.  At  Ste.  Marguerite,  near  Offran- 
ville,  good  trouting  used  to  be  available  by  staying 
at  a  villa,  but  I  have  no  recent  information.  Farther 
west  the  Bresle,  which  falls  into  the  sea  near  Treport, 
is  a  lovely  dry-flj'  stream,  but  nearly  all  preserved. 
An  in(]uiry  might  be  made  of  the  British  Vice-Consul 
for  Eu  and  Treport  as  to  any  open  water.  I  used  to 
get  very  fair  trouting  near  Havre,  in  the  Lezarde, 
between  Montivilliers  and  Rolleville,  by  asking  leave 
of  the  various  millers  for  an  hour  or  so,  but  that  was 
in  the  time  of  the  Empire,  and  I  can  say  nothing  as 
to  present  conditions.  As  to  Brittany  sport  is  gene- 
rally very  poor  in  the  western  portion,  except  on 
strictly  preserved  waters,  but  the  Cotes  du  Nord 
district  is  worth  trying.  An  article  in  the  Field  of 
March  19,  signed  "  Gris  Cendre,"  gives  a  very  rosy 
account  of  "  1  rout  Fishing  in  Brittany,"  especially 
the  northern  portion,  and  though  no  actual  takes 
are  given,  it  seems  that  a  verj'  attractive  tour  is 
sketched  out. 

From  Avranches  two  rivers  can  be  fished — the 
Leez  and  C  clune — the  upper  portions  of  which  used 
to  afford  fair  trouting,  and  here,  as  in  many  other 
Brittany  rivers,  there  may  be  a  chance  of  an  occa- 
sional salmon.  Not  far  from  Cherbourg,  a  river 
called  "  La  Saire  "  falls  into  the  sea  at  Reville,  a 
pommime  by  the  side  of  St.  Vaast-la-Hougue,  and 
contains,  besides  trout,  a  fair  number  of  small 
salmon. 

Should  your  correspondent  think  at  all  of 
Germany,  he  will  see  in  the  Field  of  this  day  my 
account  of  a  second  visit  to  a  very  accessible  place, 
where  I  found  the  sport  satisfactory,  but  he  would 
do  well  in  that  case  to  write  to  me  for  some  further 
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information,  which  I  should  be  happy  to  send  him 
privately.    Calais  will  find  me. 

Reverting  to  France  I  may  mention  that  in  some 
of  the  Brittany  rivers,  also  in  some  grand  rivers  in 
West  Central  France,  where,  I  am  told,  trouting 
is  very  good,  the  sport  is  stopped  with  the  coarse- 
fishing,  from  about  middle  of  April  to  middle  of 
June,  taking  off  the  cream  of  the  season.  Inquiry 
about  tliis  should  be  made  beforehand  to  avoid 
disappointment. 

There  are  many  places  in  the  Ardennes  affording 
fair  sport  among  picturesque  surroundings  with 
cheap  quarters  {see  two  letters  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  May  14).  Remouchamps  is  also  recom- 
mended.— Yours  truly,  Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  May  14. 

FLY  FISHING  IN  THE  ARDENNES  :  WET  OR 
DRY  ? 

Deae  Sir, — With  regrad  to  your  question  about 
the  method  of  sport  for  the  Diekirch  neighbourhood, 
the  Haute  Sure,  I  should  say.  lends  itself  more 
naturally  to  the  three-fly  caster,  while  the  Erenz 
Blanche  commends  its  rather  heavier  fish  to  tlie 
patience  of  the  man  of  one. 

Personally,  I  fished  almost  exclusively  the  Haute 
Sure,  and  that  with  a  good  stout  old-fashioned  rod, 
long  line,  and  three  flies.  It  is  a  wide,  easily- 
fished  river,  winding  through  a  valley  where  long 
stretches  of  flat  meadow-land  alternate  with  steep, 
rocky,  tree-clad  banks.  One's  only  care  is  to  av-oid 
circumspectly  the  slightest  pressing  down  of  the 
lush  mowing  grass,  so  as  by  no  manner  of  means  to 
give  offence  to  a  worthy  people,  whose  agriculture 
seems  almost  exclusively  carried  on  by  hand,  and 
that  with  all  the  neatness  of  the  private  garden. 
For  a  day's  fishing  one  wanders  at  will  some  four 
miles  or  so  (between  two  convenient  stations,  say), 
searching  the  swirls  for  a  moment,  and  trying  care- 
fully the  slight  falls  which  occur  every  hundred 
yards  or  so,  thus  obtaining  a  lovely  sporting  jaunt, 
to  my  thinking,  by  the  time  the  trays  are  ready  for 
the  inspection  of  the  guests  on  their  way  to  evening 
table  d'hote,  and  one  can  view  the  whole  day's 
catch  at  one's  ease  from  the  spacious  verandah. 

But,  with  all  deference,  I  do  not  quite  see  why 
such  a  method  of  angling  as  I  have  hinted  at  should 
be  termed  nowadays  "  wet-fly  "  fishing,  seeing  that 
one  dries  one's  flies  briskly  half  the  time  as  one  goes 
along  (avoiding  thus  the  being  caught  oneself  by  a 
mere  buttercup  or  so  through  careless  trailing),  then 
drops  presently  well  out  in  midstream  a  fine  long 
gut  cast,  10ft.  or  more  in  length,  with  not  one  but 
three  dry  flies  alighting  gently  on  the  surface.  In 
the  daytime  the  trout  of  such  a  river  are  feeding 
well  down  below,  not  on  the  surface.  They  leave 
their  grosser  pabulum  for  the  pungent  acid  they 
hope  to  find  in  the  fly  ;  and  so  it  is  tliat  the  seeing 
and  the  hooking  of  the  fish  are  almost  simultaneous 
things.  The  science  is  to  locate  the  trout  without 
.teeing  them,  though  of  course  to  a  rising  fish  noted 
one  pays  the  compliment  of  special  treatment. 

The  Erenz  Blanche,  a  pastoral  stream  which  is 
liable  to  soil  grey  somewhat  easily,  has  ideal  nooks 
for  the  other  kind  of  sport.  It  is  a  good  deal  over- 
wooded  in  parts,  and  one  must  be  careful  to  observe 
the  pegs  [poteaux)  in  the  long  grass,  which  occa- 
sionally mark  off  a  bit  of  fishing  not  leased  by  the 
hotel  ;  but  it  has  as  many  good-sized  trout  and 
grayling  as  it  can  well  hold,  so  they  say.  The  Iron 
Blue  and  the  Haokle  Alder  accounted,  I  believe,  for 
several  big  brace  of  fish  last  year,  and  so  did  the 
small  Devon  minnow  on  days  of  clouded  water. 
One  would  do  well  to  bring  out  two  rods  from  home, 
one  of  about  r2ft.  for  the  river,  and  one  of  10ft.  or 
less  for  the  stream,  which  is  only  fished  from  the 
bank.  There  is  also  a  brook  nearer  the  Hotel  des 
Ardennes,  where  occasional  baskets  can  be  made, 
ftnd  in  whose  deepest  pot-hole  a  51b.  trout  is  said 
to  have  succumbed  to  an  Englishman  and  a  worm. 
.  I  should  like  to  state  that  it  was  throvigh  seeing 
vear  after  year  the  advertisement  in  your  own 
columns  that  I  made  the  resolution  on  my  very  first 
revisit  to  the  Continent  to  try  those  "  thirty  miles 
of  preserved  trout  fishing,"  and  the  luxury  of  a  stay 
at  a  first-class  hotel  with  such  an  exceptionally 
modest  tariff.— Yours  truly,  P.  T.  W. 

P,S, — In  that  enlightened  country  there  are  no 
taxes  on  commodities  at  all,  and  you  can  get  in  the 
town  of  Diekirch  a  very  fair  kind  of  "  bird's-eye  " 
tc>bacco  at  8d.  a  pound. 

[What  a  paradise  it  must  bo  —  8d.  a  pound 
for  tobacco,  and  lots  of  good  fishing. — Ed.] 

"TROUT  ANOLING  IN  DUE  SEASON"— 
A  CORRECTION. 

Dear.  Sib, — In  my  article  on  the  above  subject, 
which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  7,  tlio 
words  "  and  tutty  "  were  a  misprint  for  "  or  taffy." 
The  "  Appleby  worm  "  is  another  local  nickname 
for  salmon  roe. — Yours  truly,  Gbeta. 


A  SOUTH  OF  SCOTLAND  FISHING  QUERY. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell 
me  where  I  could  get  some  trout  and  salmon  fishing 
in  the  South  of  Scotland  in  July,  A\igust,  or 
September,  either  free  or  by  ticket  :  also  where  I 
can  get  apartments,  and  about  what  would  be  the 
total  cost  for  a  week  ;  and  Which  of  the  three  months 
would  be  the  best  ? — Yours  trulj', 

Leytonstone.  Bluebottle. 

P.S. — I  was  not  able  to  >ise  the  information  re 
trout-fishing  you  kindly  gave  me  as  I  was  unwell, 
but  hope  to,on  Whit  Monday. 


FISHING  IN  GRASMERE  LAKE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Burnley,"  I  may  say  the 
fishing  in  Grasmere  Lake  is  free  for  perch  and  pike  ; 
but  a  half-crown  licence  is  required  to  fish  for  trout. 
It  may  be  obtained  at  the  post-oflice.  This  licence 
allows  the  owner  to  fish  in  the  small  river  at  Gras- 
mere, as  well  as  in  the  rivers  Kent,  Bala,  Winster, 
Leven,  and  Duddon  Fishery  District  for  trout  and 
char,  also  in  most  of  the  lakes,  except  Windermere, 
for  which  a  5s.  licence  is  required.  This  licence 
expires  on  the  river  Bala  and  its  tributaries  on 
September  15,  and  October  1  on  the  otlier  rivers. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  A,  Hancock. 

FISHING  NEAR  WORTHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  pleased  to  inform  "A.  J.  R." 
of  the  coarse  fishing  in  the  Worthing  district  if  he 
will  write  me  to  my  address. — Yours  truly, 

129,  Ditcliling  Rise,  T.  A.  Parlett. 

Brighton. 

BAIT  FISHING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  "  Boltonian  "  has  missed  the 
point  of  my  criticism  of  his  original  remarks  on 
•' Bait  Fishing."  My  criticism  was  directed  to  the 
intemperate  zeal  for  one  particular  mode  or  class  of 
fishing,  which  resulted  in  complete  condemnation  of 
any  but  the  one  in  question;  the  same  spirit  was 
displayed  by  Mr.  Olley,  in  your  issue  of  May  7,  in 
his  remarks  about  Mr.  Saunders'  catch  of  trout  in 
Withnell  Reservoir.  "  Boltonian  "  endeavours  to 
correct  my  knowledge  on  one  or  two  minor  points 
which  space  had  prevented  me  from  elaborating  in  my 
reply  to  him.  I  was  quite  aware  that  the  prawn 
(shrimp)  and  eel  tail  have  been  in  use  in  Ireland  for 
many  years,  but  I  think  if  they  had  been  introduced 
into  some  of  the  British  rivers  in  the  sixties  their 
use  would  have  been  reprobated.  I  cannot  confess 
to  quite  as  long  an  apprenticeship  to  fishing  as 
"  Boltonian,"  but  having  begun  with  dabs  and  eels 
in  a  tidal  brook,  and  roach  and  perch  in  Cheshire 
pits  in  the  late  fifties  at  the  age  of  three  or  four, 
with  tench  and  perch  in  the  "West  Countree"  in 
my  early  schooldays,  followed  by  trout  in  Wales 
with  my  father's  cast-off  flies,  which  were  replaced 
later  on  with  flies  of  my  own  make  by  the  aid  of 
Ronalds  and  Stewart,  and  which  were  used  in 
Shropshire  and  Herefordshire,  and  in  later  years  for 
migratory  fish  in  waters  east  and  west,  to  say 
nothing  of  days  with  bream  and  roach,  these  varied 
experiences  may  incline  me  to  be  more  tolerant  of 
any  mode  of  fair  fishing  than  if  I  had  been  brought 
up  on  trout  and  salmon  fishing.  I  cannot  under- 
stand "  Boltonian's  "  remark  about  my  "knowledge 
of  his  having  attained  his  object,"  as  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  him  or  his  club.  I  trust  my  remarks 
have  had  the  result  of  showing  there  are  many 
types  of  fishing,  all  admirable  in  degree,  and  have 
raised  a  protest  against  the  feeling  that  "  my  doxy 
is  orthodoxy;  your  doxy  is  heterodoxy,"  which 
feeling  gives  such  bitterness  to  sectarian  discussion, 
and  which  should  be  banished  from  aught  concern- 
ing angling. — Yours  truly,  Gbey  Wing. 


LUMINOUS  FLOAT— LINE  DISTRIBUTER. 

Dear  Sir, — We  notice  a  letter  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  signed  '"Quill,"  asking  if  the  Archer 
Luminous  Floats  are  still  to  be  had.  This  float  is 
kept  by  most  of  the  London  shops,  and  can  be  had 
in  any  quantity,  and  in  one  or  two  sizes.  With 
regard  to  the  line  guard  for  winding  line  on,  we 
think  the  best  in  the  market  is  Morris's  Patent  Line 
Distributer.  It  is  easy  of  application,  and  has  been 
spoken  of  very  well  both  by  the  F ield  and  your  own 
paper. — Yours  truly,       S.  Allcock  &  Co.,  Ltd. 

Redditch. 


CONCERNING  SALMON  DISEASE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  short  letter  of  Dr.  J.  Kingston 
Barton  contains  much  valuable  matter,  interesting 
alike  to  the  scientist  and  the  practical  salmon 
fisher,  but,  of  course,  Dr.  Kingston  Barton  is  a 
recognised  authority  on  all  such  matters. 

There  be  many  old  fishermen  to  whom,  as  well  as 
to  Professor  Dr.  Hofer,  it  is  startling  news  that  the 
fungus  disease  exists  "  in  rivers  in  Alaska,  British 


Columbia,  and  Canada,  where  no  pollutions  are 
ever  possible." 

Two  or  three  years  back,  in  answer  to  some  corre- 
spondents. I  pointed  out  in  the  columns  of  the 
Daily  Scotsman  the  tact  that  I  had  witnessed  painful 
evidence  of  Saprolegnia  ferax  (the  fungus  disease; 
in  the  River  Navar,  Sutherlandshire,  where  no 
pollution  (I  added)  was  even  remotely  possible,  as 
the  river  flows  out  of  Loch  Navar — which  is,  1 
think,  about  ton  or  eleven  miles  in  length,  and  is 
surrounded  by  the  everlasting  hills — with  not  a 
single  village,  far  less  a  factory,  to  pollute  its  deep 
and  cold  waters. 

Dr.  Kingston  Barton,  I  confess,  has  rendered  me 
a  singular  service  by  disabusing  my  mind  of  a  very 
natural  mistake.  When  I  saw  the  salmon  suffering 
in  the  Navar  it  was  during  and  after  a  drought, 
when  the  volumeof  the  water  was  greatly  reduced,  and 
when  the  water  was  often  much  above  the  average 
in  point  of  temperature.  I  heistily  concluded  that 
the  temperature  of  the  water  of  itself  was  a  factor 
of  much  moment  towards  the  development  and 
spread  of  the  loathsome  disease. 

To  my  surprise  ho  writes  thus  : — 

"  Both  the  fungus  of  Saprolegnia,  as  also  the 
special  bacillus  discovered  by  Mr.  Patterson,  are 
said  to  lose  their  vitality  when  the  water  gets  above 
a  certain  temperature."  This  is  an  eye  opener! 
But  also  note  the  reservation  clause — in  the  words 
— "'are  said  to  lose  their  vitality,"  etc. 

Dr.  Kingston  Barton  further  points  out  "  the  fact 
that  the  grayling  (in  the  Tweed)  suffer  so  much 
from  a  similar  state  of  disease  during  and  after 
spawning  would  show  that  the  bacillus  is  not  quite 
special  to  salmon." 

I  presume  that  Dr.  Kingston  Barton  is  fully 
aware  that  ordinary  river  trout  at  times  suffer 
considerably.  I  have  witnessed  this  (on  the  River 
Teviot  notably)  at  times.  But  I  can,  I  think, 
provide  even  Dr.  Barton  with  an  intjeresting  and 
authentic  instance,  as  proof  that  the  bacillus  is  by 
no  means  confined  wholly  to  salmon,  brown  trout, 
and  grayling.  Many  years  ago  while  wading  in  the 
Tweed,  about  thirty  or  forty  yards  below  the 
suspension  bridge  at  Dryburgh,  I  picked  up  and 
carried  ashore  a  large  "  creeper  "  (the  Stone  Fly  in 
its  embryo  state),  which  I  showed  to  a  famous 
professional  salmon  fisherman  at  the  time,  old 
David  Johnstone,  It  was  a  disgusting  object,  the 
back  and  head  being  covered  with  the  fungus 
disease !  I  am  sure  we  are  all  glad  when  Dr. 
Kingston  Barton's  name  appears  under  a  letter  to 
the  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. — Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  Tod. 


WEIGHT  OF  TACKLE  :   AN  IMPROVED  FLY 
RELEASER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  April  23  Messrs.  S. 
Allcock  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  mention  that  some  time  ago 
they  used  two  or  three  wires  for  a  landing  and  gaff 
handle,  but  owing  to  the  increased  weight  the 
handles  foimd  no  favour  with  the  public,  and  their 
manufacture  therefore  was  discontinued.  It  may 
interest  them  to  know  that  this  objection  to  weight 
— to  even  the  weight  of  a  few  ounces — is  no  mere 
whim  or  fad  upon  the  part  of  anglers  ;  that,  in  fact, 
those  few  ounces  become,  in  the  course  of  a  long 
day's  fishing,  a  veritable  encumbrance,  irritating  the 
iniiad  more  by  their  presence  than  they  fatigue  the 
muscles  of  the  arm  which  carries  them  about.  As 
an  instance  of  this  I  would  evidence  my  having  for 
that  reason  discarded  a  very  effective  tackle- 
releaser  which  I  invented.  By  invented  I  mean 
excogitated  without  assistance  from  any  hint 
derived  from  any  other  person. 

I  am  by  nature  a  reckless  angler  :  that  is  to  say, 
incautious  in  my  use  of  tackle.  Fishing  upon  rivers 
where  there  are  no  bushes  gives  me  no  amusement, 
for  I  always  think  that  the  biggest  trout  are  to  be 
found  under  bushes,  in  the  most  difficult  situations 
for  their  enemy,  man ;  and  as  I  value  trout  more 
by  their  size  than  their  number,  I  try  to  get  the 
point  of  my  line  under  the  most  entangled,  over- 
hanging, forbidding  bush  upon  the  bank.  Conse- 
quently, I  lose  about  thii-ty  casts  per  annum,  nearly 
all  of  them  perversely  thrown  away  for  sake  of  some 
imagined  big  fish,  and  I  do  not  regret  them. 

The  handle  of  my  landing-net  is  4ft.  6in.  long.  I 
procured  a  piece  of  stiff  iron  wire,  ^in.  in  diameter, 
and  bent  a  crook  upon  one  end,  attacliing  a  button 
upon  the  other,  using  a  fixed  metal  rmg  and  a 
movable  umbrella  ring.  When  a  tangle  occurred  I 
could  extend  the  wire,  and  increase  the  length  of 
the  handle  by  4ft.  But  the  additional  weight  of 
this  wire  compelled  me  to  discard  it,  and  to  submit 
to  the  loss  of  my  gut.  After  all,  one  goes  fishing  for 
pleasure's  sake,  and  the  pleasure  would  be  much 
diminished  if  one  were  to  worry  over  the  petty 
incidental  expenditures  which  ine\'itably  arise. — • 
Yours  truly,  Robt.  Olley. 

Belfast.  1 

{Several  letter t  are  unavoidably  held  over.  J 
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sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  wtU 
be  taken  of  such  communications. 
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BY  THE  EDITOR, 


Spring  Sea-Trout  in  Rivers. 
The  following  unoffic'al  communication  which  I 
have  received  from  Mr.  Calderwood  will  be  read  with 
great  interest  by  all  who  have  watched  the  early  sea- 
trout  correspondence  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  have 
great  faith  in  Dr.  Knut  Dahl's  views,  as  he  has 
studied  this  sea-trout  question  so  exhaustively  in 
Scandinavia  for  his  Government.  It  is  particularly 
interesting  to  find  that  young  sea-trout  ascend 
rivers  and  remain  in  them  for  months  without 
spawning,  and  all  the  time  getting  out  of  condition, 
and  then  go  to  the  sea,  get  fat,  and  then  return  to 
spawn.  It  explains,  to  my  mind,  how  so  many 
contradictory  views  are  held  by  good  observers.  It 
is  clear  if  these  young  sea-trout  are  caught  when 
they  first  run  up  from  the  sea  they  will  be  in  good 
condition,  and  if  they  are  caught  after  being  many 
weeks  in  fresh  water,  they  will  be  in  poor  condition, 
and  yet  not  kelts,  as  they  have  not  spawned — are, 
in  fact,  immature  ;  they  are  really  starved  sea- 
trout.    Mr.  Calderwood  says  :  — 

"  Dear  Sir, — Several  letters  have  recently 
appeared  in  your  columns  with  regard  to  the 
presence  of  clean  sea-trout  (.9.  trutta)  in  our  rivers 
during  spring.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  researches 
of  Knut  Dahl  should  not  be  forgotten  in  this  con- 
nection, since  the  conditions  which  he  describes  as 
obtaining  in  Norway  are  in  all  probabihty  clo.sely 
applicable  to  Britain.  Dahl  draws  a  sharp  distinc- 
tion between  the  habit  of  the  immature  salmon  and 
that  of  the  immature  sea-trout,  and  it  would  appear 
that  the  migratory  habit  which  he  ascribes  to  the 
sea-trout  goes  far  to  explain  the  circumstances 
which  are  puzzling  your  correspondents.  The 
peculiarity  of  the  sea-trout  is  that,  having  de- 
scended to  the  sea  as  a  smolt,  it  does  not,  like  the 
salmon,  remain  in.  the  sea  till  it  ascends  as  a  grilse 
approaching  its  first  spawning  season,  but  makes 
an  ascent  to  the  lower  reaches  of  a  river  before  it 
has  become  generally  mature  and  is  able  to  repro- 
duce its  species,  and  again  visits  the  sea  before  it 
comes  up  to  spawn,  as  the  salmon  grilse  do.  In 
Norway,  these  little  fish,  which  we  would  call  finnock 
or  whitling  in  Scotland  (lOin.  to  ISin.  long  and 
about  |lb.  toflb.  in  weight),  enter  the  river  mouths 
in  October,  remain  in  fresh  water  during  the  winter, 
and  descend  again  in  spring.  Dahl  says  they  do 
not  feed  much  in  the  winter,  grow  but  slightly,  do 
not  spawn,  h)ut  are  considerably  impoverished  in 
condition  by  the  time  the  return  to  the  sea  is  made. 
Then,  after  a  second  short  period  of  good  feeding  in 
the  sea,  they  reaacencl  the  rivers,  passing  up  on  this 


occasion  to  upper  waters  and  tributaries,  and  spawn 
for  the  first  time.  The  smallest  spawning  sea-trout 
which  Dahl  has  found  in  the  Orkla  was  slightly 
under  30cm.,  and  he  states  that  the  majority  of  the 
spawning  trout  of  this  stage  are  30cm.  to  3.')cm. 
(llfin.  to  13|in.).  No  doubt  the  sizes  will  vary  to 
some  extent  in  different  rivers. 

"  It  follows  from  this  that,  in  the  spring,  sea- 
trout  in  two  stages  of  existence  are  descending  the 
rivers  ;  that  the  difference  in  length  is  not  very 
great,  although  one  set  of  trout  are  a  year  older  than 
the  other  ;  and  that  the  younger  set,  although  not 
in  very  good  condition,  are  not  unclean,  while  the 
older  set  are  undoubtedly  kelts. 

"  So  far  as  my  observation  in  Scotland  goes,  I 
think  it  extremely  probable  that  this  autumn  and 
winter  ascent  of  young  and  immature  sea-trout 
occurs  in  many  of  our  large  rivers.  In  different 
localities,  however,  physical  conditions  seem  to 
cause  considerable  modifications  in  the  time  and 
duration  of  this  ascent.  In  some  of  our  smaller 
rivers  a  short  ascent  seems  not  infrequently  to  be 
made  in  early  spring,  and  in  such  cases  the  finnock 
or  whitling  are  usually  in  very  good  condition. — 
Yours  truly,  "  W.  L.  Calderwood. 

"  Edinburgh,  May  18,  1904."- 

Herbert  Spencer's  Piscatorial  Philosophy 
and  Invention. 

Mr.  A;  Carter,  of  137,  St.  John-street-road,  who 
made  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer's  patent  rod,  kindly 
sends  me  the  following  note  about  it:  — 

"Dear  Sir, — Re  your  interesting  'notes'  con- 
cerning the  late  Herbert  Spencer.  The  special 
splice  was  first  made  to  Mr.  Spencer's  order,  and  I 
may  say  that  in  my  long  and  varied  experience  I 
never  came  across  a  client  who  was  more  particular 
over  detail  than  Herbert  Spencer.  During  the 
building  of  his  rod  he  called  daily,  the  wood  he 
insisted  on  selecting,  and  he  showed  keen  judgment 
in  his  choice.  Three  rods  were  built  before  he  was 
quite  pleased,  and  when  the  final  Spencer  rod  was 
produced  he  was'  of  the  opinion  that  it  could  not 
well  be  improved  upon. 

"  During  the  many  visits  paid  to  our  establish- 
ment by  Mr.  Spencer,  the  rod  was  usually  fixed  up 
and  tried  outside,  and  the  great  philosopher  was 
often  the  centre  of  an  admiring  circle,  to  whom  his 
name  and  fame  were  doubtless  unknown. 

"  The  Spencer  rod  did  not  have  so  great  a  run 
as  its  inventor  had  anticipated,  there  being  one  or 
two  details  which  were  not  quite  to  the  fishing 
fraternity's  taste :  firstly,  the  sliding  ferrule  had  to 
be  so  tightly  fitted  that  it  was  exceedingly  difficult 
to  move — tightness  was  absolutely  necessary  to 
prevent  any  chance  of  shaking.  'The  first  two  or 
three  patterns  were  made  with  an  ordinary  tube 
ferrule.  As  this,  however,  stiffened  the  rod  quite 
as  much  as  the  ferruled  rod,  Mr.  Spencer  and  I 
made  a  couple  of  experiments  with  a  coiled  spring 
ferrule.  This  ferrule  was  made  of  a  closely-coiled 
spring  lightly  soldered  at  each  end.  This  gave  a 
much  better  feel  to  the  rod,  having  all  the  strength 
and  less  of  the  rigidity  of  the  first  tube  patterns, 
besides  being  easier  to  slide  into  position.  Some 
years  after  Mr.  Spencer  brought  me  in  a  paper 
showing  a  new  patent  which  had  been  taken  out 
by  some  enterprising  individual,  which  proved  on 
inspection  to  be  nothing  more  than  the  coiled 
spring  ferrule  we  had  made  on  his  rod.  He  was 
very  much  amused  over  this,  but  as  far  as  I 
remember  he  took  no  pains  to  prove  his  prior 
claim  to  the  improvement. 

"  One  rather  funny  incident  happened  during  an 
exhibition  at  the  Aquarium.  I  had  built  an  exact 
copy  of  Mr.  Spencer's  rod,  and  it  was  included 
amongst  the  general  show  of  rods.  An  assistant  in 
temporary  charge  of  our  stand  showed  this  copy  to 
a  gentleman  who  was  making  some  purchases,  and 
in  all  good  faith  (never  having  heard  that  this  was 
a  copy  of  the  philosopher's  pattern)  gave  the  most 
careful  explanation  of  this  quite  the  latest  rod,  and 
showed  its  several  advantages.  After  patiently 
listening  for  some  little  time  the  customer  quite 
staggered  our  representative  by  remarking  quietly 
that  such  a  rod  had  been  in  his  possession  for  near 
on  twenty-five  years. — Yours  truly, 

"A.  Carter. "■ 

Lines  from  a  Fly  Fisher  in  Devonshire. 

A  friend  who  is  fishing  in  the  West  Country  sends 
me  the  following  interesting  lines  : — 

"  The  rivers  are  now  very  low  and  clear,  and  the 
edges  slimy  with  the  soft  brown  weed  which  rises  in 


patches  from  the  bottom,  and  continually  fouls  the 
line  when  you  have  to  cast  standing  as  far  as 
possible  from  the  side  of  the  stream.  It  is  a  state 
of  things  which  makes  the  use  of  wet-fly  absurd.  I 
should  like  bo  see  the  exponent  of  the  '  wet-fly 
under  all  conditions  '  try  his  hand  at  getting  a  dish 
of  trout.  Comparing  myself  with  myself,  without 
making  any  claim  to  bo  a  master  of  piscatorial  art 
in  any  form,  but  comparing  myself  with  myself,  I 
am  a  proficient  with  the  wet-fly  and  a  duffer  with 
the  dry-fly,  and  yet  I  am  compelled  to  admit  that 
the  dry-fly  is  now  the  only  lure.  I  have  changed 
from  one  to  the  other  continually,  and  proved  the 
case  as  regards  my  own  experience  up  to  the  hilt.  I 
am  now  a  converted  dry-flier.  I  went  out  on  May  21 
on  the  little  local  stream,  now  sadly  attenuated,  and 
found  it  covered  with  swarms  of  dancing  Uttle  black 
flies,  at  which  the  trout  were  rising  in  every  direc- 
tion. Occasionally,  however,  they  took  a  well- 
cocked  dry-fly,  and  I  creeled  fourteen,  fishing  from 
1  p.m.  to  4.30  p.m.  On  Thursday  my  education 
was  advanced.  The  stream  was  swift  and  shallow 
and  the  sun  bright.  I  had  a  friend  with  me  (come 
to  watch  the  proceedings),  who  took  up  his  position 
lying  in  the  grass  opposite  the  trout  which  I  was 
trjdng  to  circumvent.  He  could  plainly  see  every 
trout  and  how  he  behaved  when  the  artificial  fly 
came  over  him,  and  told  me  what  was  happening. 
In  every  case  the  fish  moved  towards  the  fly,  and 
occasionally  followed  it  dowTi-stream,  sometimes 
several  feet  (I  had  almost  said  yards),  and  then 
went  for  it.  I  had  often  noticed  in  casting  to  a 
rising  fish,  without  apparently  any  response,  that 
a  fish  rose  to  the  fly,  and  sometimes  effectively,  after 
the  fly  had  come  some  distance  down,  and  I  won- 
dered why  a  trout  would  rise  after  a  portion  of  the 
reel-line  had  gone  over  his  nose.  Now  I  know  that 
the  trout  at  which  I  aimed  had  followed  the  lure. 
But  I  suppose  all  this  is  A  B  C  to  you.  With  the 
help  of  my  conspirator  I  secured  six  fish,  averaging 
-Jib.,  in  the  stream  before  5  p.m.,  on  a  little  Marryat 
fished  dry  among  the  midges. 

"  This  section  of  the  Otter  and  another  attached 
to  Ash  Farm,  about  half-a-mile  further  up.stream,_ 
can  be  fished  by  a  stranger  for  5s.  a  month.  He 
can  also  get  tickets  for  three  sections  at  Fenny 
Bridges,  about  half-way  between  Ottery  St.  Mary 
and  Honitoh,  for  2s.  6d.,  3s.,  and  2s.  a  day  respec- 
tively. Sidmouth  .Junction  is  the  nearest  approach 
bj^  rail,  and  the  station-master  will  direct  the  travel- 
hng  angler.  The  latter  can  also  get  a  ticket  for  a 
small  section  near  Tipton  St.  John's  Station  for  5s. 
the  season.  Though  some  of  these  portions  are 
short — sometimes  only  one  field — if  you  are  fishing 
diy-fly,  and  rest  yourself  as  well  as  the  water  occa- 
sionally, you  will  do  as  well  with  one  or  two  streams 
as  if  you  wandered  further  afield.  The  Otter 
abounds  with  trout  averaging  \Vo.  This  average 
will  probably  be  improved  shortly,  as  the  larger  fish 
are  now  beginning  to  rise. 

"  If  I  could  only  get  my  dry-fly  to  alight  oftener 
with  wings  cocked  I  should  have  hopes  of  doing  good 
business  ;  also  if  I  could  see  the  fly  better  on  the 
water.  I  often  miss  hooking  a  fish  from  this  cause — • 
namely,  not  being  able  to  see  where  the  fly  has 
betaken  itself.'  The  trout  takes  it  fairly  enough 
when  I  am  looking  at  the  wrong  spot.  The  strong 
winds  lately  have  interfered  with  casting  the  dry-fly 
properly.  On  May  21,  when  I  took  the  fourteen 
here  (after  rejecting  undersized  ones),  for  the  first 
time  the  day  was  calm  and  still.  Y^ou  must  re- 
member that  my  visits  to  the  Otter  are  confined  to 
the  hours  which  your  correspondent  '  Heron ' 
marks  as  the  slack  time  generally.  I  never  go  out 
early  in  the  morning  anywhere." 

It  is  very  interesting  to  see  a  trout  turn  and 
follow  the  fly,  and  then  take  it  as  my  friend  describes, 
but  it  is  not  often  the  angler  can  see  it.  I  have  seen 
it  when  the  light  was  just  right  and  the  fish  lying 
near  the  surface. 

Great  Heat  in  Bosnia  and  Herzegovina. 

Dr.  Heintz,  writing  from  Mostar  on  May  19,  says 
the  "  terrible  heat "  and  cloudless  skies  prevaiUng 
there  make  fishing  between  seven  in  the  morning 
and  six  in  the  evening  practically  useless.  The 
Doctor,  who  is  accompanied  by  his  -wife,  has  been 
deputed  by  the  Austrian  authorities  to  determine 
the  different  species  of  fish  in  the  rivers  of  Bosnia 
and  Herzegovina.  Our  readers  will  remember  his 
interesting  articles  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  on  fish  and 
fishing  in  those  countries,  and  also  in  the  Tirol 
(Fishing  Gazette,  Jan.  2  and  March  19).  I  hope  he 
will  have  great  sport.  R.  B.  Marstok. 
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"WHAT  I  SAW  AND   HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON,    AND  TROUT 
FLSHTNG  IN  00.  DONEGAL." 
By  Philip  Geen. 


(Continued  from  page  331.) 

Before  proceeding  further  into  Donegal  we  re- 
traced our  steps  to  fish  from  Hill's  Hotel  at  Dun- 
kineely.  We  found  the  river  low  on  our  arrival,  and 
our  sport  was  at  first  confined  to  the  small  brown 
trout  and  peeps  at  larger  fish.  On  Sunday  John 
McGlynn,  our  gillie,  drove  me  and  my  son  to  see  the 
Oily  river.  McGlynn  and  myself  were  on  the  bridge 
watching  the  running  sea-trout  jump  the  little  fall. 
This  so  excited  him  that  he  exclaimed,  "  Shall  T  be 
driving  back  for  the  rods,  sorr  ?  "  No  doubt  I 
should  have  replied,  "  Pleace,  and  be  quick,"  had  it 
not  been  for  the  love  of  rest  from  fishing  on  this  day 
that  has  been  fostered  by  innumerable  Sabbaths  in 
Scotland.  After  six  days  of  tramp,  tramp,  flog,  fiog. 
I  enjoy  a  time  off,  and  it  enables  me  to  be  at  it  again 
on  the  morrow  with  renewed  zest  and  vigour 

As  the  photo  shows,  abstaining  from  fishing  does 
not  mean  keeping  away  from  temptation  A  river 
or  a  brook  has  attractions  which  will  draw  me  a 
car-drive  merely  to  roam  on  its  banks.  Who.  has 
not  felt  the  fascination  of  running  water  ?  A  stream, 
to  me,  is  a  thing  of  life,  full  of  familiar  voices  in  all 
its  moods.  I  have  slept  by  it  while  it  murmured 
sleepy  music  ;  waded  in  it  when  it  was  angry  and 
felt  its  fret  and  fume  grow  with  its  swelling  volume, 
until  its  curling  eddies  between  my  thighs  have 
grown  to  gurglings  round  my  waist ;  and  when  I 
have  remained  unmindful  of  these  warnings,  it  has 
brought  down  sticks  or  ice  to  tap,  tap  at  my  back. 

In  summer-time,  when  it  loiters  idly  on  its  way, 
I  love  to  stalk  its  pools  and  see  the  big  white  lips  of 
the  open-mouthed  chub  as  they  rise  to  be  near  the 
falling  insects.  This  I  would  sooner  see  than  be 
present  at  a  city  banquet ;  and  when  I  have 
stretched  my  neck  and  peeped  deeper,  I  have  seen 
sights  more  wonderful  and  pleasing  than  a  Lord 
■Mayor's  procession.  Frist,  pretty  shoals  of  roach 
came  sailing  by,  the  old  and  lazy  bringing  up  the 
rear  ;  then  came  a  bream — the  scout,  no  doubt. 
Yes,  the  shoal  followed,  demure,  stately  and 
solemn  as  the  good  sisters  of  Nazareth  House.  Next, 
a  troop  of  minnows  came  gambolling  in,  as  if  just 
escaped  from  the  restraint  of  a  board  school ;  these, 
finding  themselves  followed  by  half  a  score  or  more 
of  their  five-barred  enemies,  quickly  disappeared. 
Then  the  feared  enemy  of  all  the  others  sidled  out 
from  amongst  the  muddy  rushes  to  remain  in  sole 
possession. 

From  the  bridge  we  have  seen  the  leap  of  on  e  of  the 
gamest  fish  that  swims,  and  the  one  above  all  others 
whose  antics,  when  hooked,  are  most  likely  to 
regain  for  it  the  liberty  it  has  lost.  Not  a  moment 
wasted  ;  now  up,  then  down  ;  now  in,  then  out  ; 
with  a  veritable  flutter  of  movement  in  the  air  which 
not  infrequently  gives  it  its  deserved  liberty. 

Had  we  had  our  thirteen-feet  rods,  our  light- 
tapered  lines,  some  casts  of  fine  round  gut,  and  a 
few  flies,  I  wonder  what  would  have  happened.  We 
know  that  resolutions  are  weakened  by  the  presence 
of  temptation.  The  fish  were  there,  everything 
looked  promising,  and,  when  white  trout  are  in  the 
humour,  sport  is  exciting,  fast,  and  glorious. 

On  McGlynn's  return  from  stabling  the  horse  I  am 
off  my  perch,  ready  to  commence  the  promised  up- 
stream ramble  on  the  Oily  river  bank.  There  is  a 
deep  pool  at  the  first  bend,  which  we  have  been  told, 
should  be  full  of  fish.  To  ensure  a  successful  peep 
at  them  we  must  stalk  stealthily,  as  if  for  a  shot  at 
big  game.  On  hands  and  knees  when  near  the  show, 
if  you  desire  to  see  everyday  fish -life.  As  your  nose 
and  ears  come  through  the  fringe  that  frames  the 
home,  the  ever-active  little  fish  near  the  top  attract 
you,  and  their  ceaseless  going  to  and  fro,  their  fights 
and  struggles  for  floating  trifles,  which  the  victor 
tastes  and  then  spits  out,  keep  you  satisfied,  until 
the  stealthy,  rising  progress  of  a  bigger  fish  frightens 
them  and  they  scamper  off.  What  sport  the  in- 
truder will  give  if  I  have  the  luck  to  hook  him  with 
my  grilse  rod  !  How  plainly  i.ts  shape,  size  and 
colourings  were  visible  !  And  who  could  doubt 
what  his  intentions  were  towards  his  offspring  ? 
But  the  little  ones  were  too  nimble  for  dadcfy,  and 
the,  to  some  people,  vexed  question,  "  Do  salmon 
feed  in  fresh  water  ?  "  received  no  elucidation.  A 
121b.  fish  has  sunk  back  into  the  peaty,  brown 
depths,  and  little  salmon  gather  again,  this  time  to 
be  dispersed  by  the  passing  up  of  dashing  sea-trout, 
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■which,  each  in  its  turn,  gives  an  extra  flash  of  its 
side  in  recognition  of  the  more  rapid  water  that  it 
encounters  as  it  leaves  the  pool.  Peep  straight 
down.  You  will  do  it  best  by  turning  your  face 
sideways  and  using  one  eye.  There  lies  a  big  trout 
behind  a  sheltering  rock,  his  wing-fins  moving  auto- 
matically in  response  to  the  flow  of  water  ;  but  now 
and  then  a  fraction  of  the  upper  portion  of  a  big  tail 
will  quiver  as  the  owner  of  it  irresolutely  scans  a 
passing  something.  I  am  patience  itself  on  a 
Sunday  :  so  sooner  or  later  I  see  the  tail  make  a 
movement  that  sends  an  open  mouth  within  sucking- 
do  .vn  distance  of  a  fluttering  fly. 

For  some  considerable  distance  after  this  the 
river  comes  down  over  shallows  and  tumbles  over 
rocks  and  stones,  forming  here  and  there  miniature 
cascades  which  drop  into  pretty  little  pools,  where 
.brown  trout  have  summer  homes.  At  the  corner, 
where  the  high  banks  are  wooded,  and  where  the 
rocks  run  out  and  confine  the  stream  to  a  channel 
that  might  be  stepped  across,  it  is  spouted  down 
into  a  deepish  pool,  into  which  I  am  taking  peeps, 
which  show  me  how  full  the  river  is  of  life  now  the 
sea  has  sent  its  season's  tribute,  and,  quite  un- 
mindful of  our  photographer,  I  am  humming  as 
t  oaxingly  as  I  can  : 

Ob,  harmless  tenant  of  the  flood, 
I  do  not  wish  to  spill  thy  blood ; 

For  Xature  unto  thee 
Perchance  has  given  a  tender  wife 
And  children  dear  to  charm  thy  life, 

As  she  has  done  to  me. 

The  Oily  is  a  perfect  stream  for  a  Sunday  morn- 
ing's ramble.  It  winds  continuously,  making  deep, 
eddying  pools  at  every  turn.  It  hides  between  high 
banks,  down  which  I  scramble  for  yet  another  peep 
to  where  fish  are  lying  secure  from  fright  of  fleeting 
shadows  cast  by  passing  birds.  The  sun  is  high, 
and  hunger  calls  a  halt,  and  we  choose  the  bank  of 
this  shaded  pool  for  a  resting-place,  so  that  while  we 
sit  and  eat  we  can  watch  the  running  fish  as  they 
make  the  easy  leap  that  Hfts  them  yet  another  stage 
towar.ds  their  bourne.  By  the  time  we  had  come  to 
t  he  tobacco  course  of  our  repast  we  were  in  a  most 
Ijenevolent  frame  of  mind,  and,  having  no  tackle, 
could  have  truly  sung  : 

Enjoy  thy  stream,  oh.  harmless  fi-sh  !  , 
And  vhen  an  angler  for  hi?  dish. 

Through  gluttony's  vile  sin, 
.Attempts,  a  wretch,  to  pull  thee  out, 
God  give  thee  stren2;th,  oh,  gentle  trout, 

To  pull  the  rascal  in. 

We  saunter  up  and  up,  and  on  and  on.  listening 
to  our  intelligent  gillie's  history  of  every  likely  spot, 
and  noting  how,  from  where,  and  with  what,  to  fish 
it  on  the  morrow.  What  greater  or  purer  joy  does 
hfe  hold  than  a  day  spent  on  the  banks  of  a  far-away, 
heather-hemmed  mountain  stream,  where  breezes 
seem  to  blow  for  us  alone  ?  We  travel  up  until  the 
stream  grows  less  and  less. 

Refreshed  by  breezes  from  mountain  tops,  we 
saunter  on  and  up  until  every  sense  is  filled  with 
pure  delight,  and  we  become  in  fancy  relative  to 
the  birds  that  fly,  the  fish  that  swim,  and  the  hills 
that  surround  us.  Ho  greatly  may  this  feeling 
possess  you  in  such  solitudes,  especially  on  the 
seventh  day,  that  you  will  long  for  something  other 
than  ignorant  man  to  speak. 

.All  these  and  many  more  of  iHi?  creation, 

That  made  the  heavens  the  angler  oft  doth  see, 

-And  takes  therein  no  little  delectation. 
To  think  how  strange  and  wonderful  they  be. 

The  sky  was  blue  and  cloudless,  as  the  photo 
shows,  yet  before  the  instrument  that  took  it  was 
boxed,  a  rumbUng  noise  came  down  the  mountain 
side  that  told  of  clouds  at  sea,  which  almost  suddenly 
came  rolling  in  hke  vast  volumes  of  hurried  smoke, 
followed  closely  by  vaster  and  denser  clouds  that 
darkened  everything.  Then  the  lightning  streaked 
golden  cracks  in  the  sudden  darkness,  and  the 
thunder  followed,  echoed  and  hung,  re-echoed  and 
hung  again,  amongst  the  hills,  until  louder  peals 
came  to  make  continuous  clamour,  and  the  storm 
commenced  in  earnest.  Thunder  succeeded  thunder 
in  terrific  peals,  whilst  the  roar  of  the  gigantic 
echoes  was  everywhere.  The  lightning  scourged 
the  inky  sky  with  an  awful  grandeur  and  magni 
ficenee  that  far  exceeded  anything  I  had  ever 
seen  before  or  ever  wish  to  sec  again.  The  rain 
came  down  in  torrents,  and  continued  without 
abatement  long  after  the  sky  had  lightened  and  the 
thunder  had  been  rolled  away  before  the  rising 
wind. 

On  the  morrow  we  found  that  the  steadily 


flowing  river  of  yesterday  had  broken  bounds  and 
gathered  within  its  flow  a  miscellaneous  variety  of 
man's  handiwork  and  nature's  fruits.  Meadows 
had  disappeared  to  form  lakes,  leaving  only  patches 
of  green  on  which  astonished  cattle  huddled.  Tops 
of  bushes  sliakingly  withstood  the  torrent  and 
helped  to  show  the  river's  course.    Animal  life  that 


amongst  the  number,  but  that  was  of  little  moment : 
we  had  only  to  turn  our  thoughts  from  flies  to 
worms  ;  worms  and  moss  to  scour  them. 

Please,  kind  reader,  do  not  turn  away,  but  accept 
the  assurance  that,  even  should  you  never  have 
been  guilty  of  such  poaching  practices  as  worm 
fishing  is  said  to  be,  by  some  too  goody-goody 


■•l.atu  h,,\ 


Oily  Riveh. 
"Tha  stream  grows  less  and  less." 


[H'.  K.  Geen. 


had  its  joys  on  the  river  bank  was  all  disturbed, 
just  in  its  most  joyful  season.  Even  the  moorhen, 
that  surely  should  have  known  better,  had  built  her 
nest  of  sedges  too  low  down.  Fortunately,  she  had 
not  forgotten  to  make  it  buoyant,  so  it  lifted  when 
the  rising  water  reached  it,  and  she  was  now  guiding 
it  with  her  beak  to  a  place  of  safety  amongst  the 
bushes  that  helped  to  make  the  sheltering  eddy. 


anglers,  there  is  yet  time  for  you  to  learn  and  much 
enjoy  this  sport.  You  may  hold  up  your  hands  in 
horror  and  refuse  to  hear  a  word  upon  this  subject': 
if  that  be  the  case,  then  skip  the  rest  of  this  chapter. 
But  if  you  can  imagine  that  the  occasion  may 
sometimes  demand  such  methods  of  fishing,  against 
all  dictates  of  rigid  sentiment,  then  I  will  help  youj 
Who  is  not  ignorant  of  the  curious  ideas  that  rule 
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The  brood,  between  their  cracked-voice  notes, 
stretched  their  necks  and  wondered  why  nothing 
came  to  their  open  mouths.  From  somewhere 
further  down  a  tiny  voice  responded,  telling  that 
one  had  fallen  overboard,  which,  no  doubt,  the 
male  bird  was  busily  looking  after. 

The  flood  upset  many  well -laid  plans,  ouri 


some  of  the  fly-fisher's  world  ?  They  are  so  curious 
as  not  to  be  readily  understood — as,  indeed,  were 
those  of  the  angler  who  grew  so  delicately  refined 
that  a  hooked  fish  became  too  gross  for  him  and  he 
had  to  hand  it  to  his  gillie  to  be  played  and 
killed. 

^   We  can  only  wond«r  and  pass  on,  feeling  thankful 
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that  our  moreVlastic  conscience  allows  us  to  put 
"  only^rarely  "  instead  of  "  never." 

Be  advised.  Always  have  with  you  a  coarsse 
linen  bag,  the  size  and  shape  you  cai  ry  your  sponge 
in.  That's  the  preliminary  step.  1  do,  and  am  olf, 
on  the  particular  morning  of  which  I  write,  to  fill  it. 
Close  by  I  gathered  the  moss,  and  in  the  kitchen 
garden  of  the  hotel  I  got  red  worms  (a  small  worm 
with  a  knot  in  the  centre)  and  red  heads  (a  small 
dew-worm)  from  an  old  cucumber  bed  ;  and  from 
some  old  and  moist  manure  near  the  cowsheds,  a 
few  gilt-tails  or  brandlings,  which  is  a  small  worm 
with  alternate  rings  of  red  and  yellow.  That  these 
treasures  might  scour  and  brighten  quickly  1  poured 
a  tablespoon  of  milk  over  them,  and  then  I  stood 
possessed  of  all  that  was  needed  for  any  fish  that 
swims  in  discoloured  waters  in  one  little  bag  with  a 
big  mouth,  out  of  which  1  could  with  ease  take  the 
worm  I  most  desired. 

You  must  not  every  worm  promiscuous  use. 

Judgment  will  tell  the  proper  baits  to  choose. 

Luring  the  day  the  river  gathered  back  within 
its  bounds,  and  by  the  next  morning  was  just 
perfection  for  the  art  we  meditated.  1  started  with 
expectations  of  enjoyment  as  keen  as  if  it  were 
early  spring  and  Tay  salmon  the  quarry. 

In  the  eddying  pools  we  used  a  little  Hoat  with 
two  twists  of  fine  lead  wire  to  co.ck  jt-^better  than 
split  shot,  as  it  can  .be  easily  removed — a  footer 
more  above  the  hook ;  and  as  it  was  sea-trout  or 
salmon  we  hoped  for  most,  we  had  a  No.  7  hook 
baited  with  a  medium-sized  red-head  or  two 
brandlings. 

Here  and  there  we  got  a  fish,  sometimes  two,  and 
as  we  took  alternate  pools  and  stayed  but  little 
anywhere,  by  1  nch  time  we  had  wandered  up  to 
the  thir  t  bridge  and  had  decided  to  turn  and  fish 
back,  adopting  the  different  methods  that  the  falling 
and  clearing  water  suggested.  The  leads  and  floats 
were  removed  and  smaller  hooks  put  on,  baited  with 
the  toughest  and  brightest  red  worms,  and  we 
walked  down  a  bit,  waded  in  and  fished  up  stream. 
We  cast  our  baits  above  each  likely  spot,  and  when 
mine  came  to  the  little  basin  of  smooth  water, 
there  was  a  pluck,  pluck  at  the  Une  ;  then,  dropping 
the  point  of  the  rod  to  give  a  second  of  time  so  that 
more  than  the  tail  might  be  in  the  fish's  mouth,  I 
gave  a  short,  sharp  strike  and  the  fish  was  ours. 

Then  we  were  out  and  down  other  lengths,  to  fish 
up  again.  Under  every  bank  and  behind  every 
stane  we  let  the  worm  flow  freely,  with  the  result  that 
out  of  the  most  unlikely  spots,  even  close  to  our 
feet,  the  fish  took  the  worm.  Sometimes  we  were 
too  quick  in  our  responses,  at  others  too  slow  ;  but 
much  practice  at  our  "  poaching  "  has  made  us 
clever,  so  we  can  afford  to  return  large  numbers, 
keeping  only  a  few  for  to-morrow's  breakfast,  the 
white  trout  being  reserved  for  dinner.  And  so 
another  happy  day  in  Donegal  flew  by. 

(To  be  continued.) 


MESSRS.  HARDY'S  1904  CATALOGUE  OP 
THEIR  ANGLING  SPECIALITIES. 


It  does  not  matter  where  you  open  the  cata- 
logue of  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick,  you 
are  sure  to  find  something  well  described  and  well 
illustrated,  and  no  doubt  a  great  part  of  their 
success  is  due  to  the  great  pains  they  take  to  get 
things  right— in  the  material  and  work  they  put 
into  their  goods  they  are  satisfied  with  nothing 
less  than  the  best  they  can  get.  In  buying  one  of 
their  rods  or  reels,  or  other  specialities,  one  can  be 
quite  sure  that  the  work  which  is  out  of  sight — 
covered  up  with  the  necessary  cork-handle  or 
plates,  etc. — will  be  just  as  good  as  that  which 
meets  the  eye.  I  have  used  their  rods,  reels,  lines, 
etc.,  for  twenty  years  or  more,  and  I  cannot  recall  a 
single  instance  of  mishap  through  bad  workmanship 
or  piaterial;  The  new  catalogue  extends  to  over 
three  hundred  pages.  One  of  the  new  illustrations 
shows  part  of  their  grand  exhibit  at  the  Crystal 
Palace,  to  which  I  hope  to  refer  next  week.  A 
glance  at  the  index  of  contents  shows  that  not 
only  does  the  list  cover  all  the  requisites  for  every 
kind  of  angling,  but  it  also  gives  a  great  many 
very  useful  practical  hints  from  the  experience  of 
Messrs.  Hardy  as  sportsmen  and  experts  in  various 
styles  of  casting  flies  and  baits.  If  Messrs.  Hardy's 
catalogue  goes  on  increasing  in  size,  it  is  pretty 
certain  that  they  will  have  to  give  a  full  alpha- 
betical index  to  facilitate  reference  to  the  thousand 
and  one  items  described.  It  is  a  list  which  should 
find  a  place  id  every  angler's  library.     R.  B.  M. 


NOTES   ON  NATUKAL-FLY 
FISHING  OR  DAPPING. 
By  Benwyan. 

(Continued  from  page  332.) 

Sppposino  a  trout  is  hooked,  no  time  is  lost  in 
bringing  it  round  so  as  to  play  to  windward,  to 
avoid  its  being  overrun  and  having  the  line  or  hold 
broken  by  its  bearing  against  the  boat,  and  also  to 
avoid  interfering  with  the  fishing  of  the  second  rod 
if  there  is  one.  The  boatman  then  takes  in  the 
single  windward  scull,  which  he  generally  holds  in 
the  water  to  keep  the  boat  square  or  to  guide  it 
towards  a  rising  trout,  and  handles  tlie  large  landing- 
net  instead,  keeping  it  just  under  the  water  till  the 
fish  is  brought  within  easy  reach  and  is  slipped  in 
tail  foremost,  brought  on  board,  duly  "  priested," 
and  admired,  and  put  away  on  a  bod  of  rushes  or 
flag-iris  under  the  stern  seat  out  of  the  sun,  and  not 
allowed  to  slop  about  in  the  water  usually  lying  in 
the  bottom  of  the  boat.  If  one  wants  to  send  fish 
away,  it  is  often  well  to  bring  out  some  ventilating 
post-parcel  boxes  with  a  little  dry  straw  in  each, 
into  which  the  trout  can  be  laid  at  once,  or  even 
packed  if  an  opportunity  occurs.  (Such  boxes  have 
been  described  in  the  Fuhing  Gazette.) 

When  the  Wind  Falls  very  Light 
one  has  either  to  give  up  dapping  or  resort  to  dodges, 
and  at  such  times  the  furious  rising  often  going  on 
aiound  is  very  trying,  while  dapping  is  scarcely 
possible  or  wholly  impracticable.  An  old-fashioned 
plan  was  then  to  tie  a  large  feather  or  a  bunch  of 
downi  to  the  blow -line  to  catch  the  wind,  if  any,  and 
help  the  tty  out.  The  blow-line  itself  was  meant  for 
the  same  purpose.  It  consists  of,  say,  three  or  four 
yards  of  loosely-plaited  or  of  very  light  undressed 
silk  line,  spliced  and  lapped  to  the  running  line,  and 
attached  at  its  nether  end  to  the  foot  links  or  snell, 
formed  of  a  yard  or  two  of  the  finest  gut  one  can 
trust,  with  its  glitter  removed  by  a  slight  staining, 
and  terminating  usually  in  a  single  dap  hook.  One 
of  the  best  of  blow-lines  is  made  of  a  skein  of  light- 
coloured  floss  silk  (sky-blue  for  clear  days).  When 
stretched,  a  single  tight  knot  is  made  at  each  couple 
of  feet,  and  it  is  lapped  to  the  reel -line  and  fastened 
to  the  gut  in  the  usual  way.  Its  knots  w^iU  pass 
easily  through  any  rings  of  the  rod,  and  if  the  wind 
rises  too  much,  or  rain  comes  on  so  that  one  wishes 
to  remove  the  blow-line,  it  can  be  cut  oft'  some  12in. 
from  the  lapping  and  re-knotted  if  again  required. 
When  wet,  except  in  strong  wind,  all  blow-lines  are 
heavy  and  useless  till  dry  again. 

In  very  feeble  wind  I  have  tried  to  reverse  the 
process  of  getting  the  fly  blown  from  the  boat  by 
having  the  boat  blown  from  the  fly  instead,  sup- 
porting this  and  the  line  to  windward  by  small  frag- 
ments of  cork  or  bulrush,  but  I  cannot  say  the  plan 
answered  very  well,  even  when  I  had  small  hollow 
glass  balls  blown  to  act  as  buoys  and  simulate  air 
bubbles.  At  best  the  device  was  not  more  lively 
than  bait  fishing  with  a  float,  and  as  casting  was 
impracticable,  one  could  not  place  the  fly  near  a 
rising  fish ;  still,  I  sometimes  got  a  trout,  and  a 
good  one,  too,  by  putting  out  the  fly  as  far  as  it 
could  be  made  to  go,  and  letting  it  float  as  long  as 
it  would  without  movement.  Some  trout  cruising 
about  would  come  for  it  now  and  then. 

I  also  used  balloons  made  of  very  light,  nearly  trans- 
parent, indiarubber  elongated  air  vessels,  such  as  are 
attached  to  the  toys  cafled  "  squealers,"  or  which 
form  those  called  diahles  mourayits,  snakes,  etc.  ; 
but  sometimes  I  could  only  get  them  of  spherical 
form.  When  inflated  and  "  choked  "  they  were 
fastened  to  the  line  nearly  at  the  length  of  the  rod 
from  the  fly,  so  as  not  to  jam  in  the  top  ring  when 
bringing  a  fish  alongside.  Sometimes  in  a  sharp  run 
one  of  these  balloons  was  brought  quickly  under  and 
burst,  but  the  big  trout  generally  caught  were  worth 
many  times  the  loss  when  it  did  happen. 

Again,  I  have  tried  small  kites  for  the  same  pur- 
pose of  carrying  out  the  line,  among  the  best  being 
the  very  light  ones  made  on  a  Japanese  plan, 
fashioned  like  birds,  with  funnel-shaped,  baggy 
wings  of  thin  oiled  paper  or  gauze,  open  at  the  ends 
as  well  as  in  front,  and  cemented  to  pear-shaped 
rims  of  thin  split-cane  or  of  very  fine  porcupine 
quills,  which  run  to  the  thickness  of  coarse  hair. 
The  small  parts  of  the  rims  were  fixed  to  the  bod}' 
of  the  bird,  and  when  fastened  on  the  wing  supports 
formed  an  elongated  figure  of  oo.  These  kites  flew 
very  steadily,  needing  no  tails,  and  a  little  wet  did 
not  harm  them.  I  found  those  of  about  Sin.  or  less 
in  the  stretch  of  both  wings  large  enough.  They 


were  flown  from  the  place  at  which  balloons  were 
attached  with  common  cotton  thread,  sometimes 
several  yards  in  length,  sometimes  only  two  or  three, 
and  I  never  observed  that  either  kites  or  balloons 
scared  the  trout.  Their  movements  were  well  under 
control,  but  if  a  balloon  showed  a  tendency  to  spin 
from  bad  balance,  this  was  corrected  or  another  put 
in  its  place.  Lake  gulls  came  in  crowds,  hovering 
low  over  the  drifts  to  feed  upon  the  flies,  and  being 
accustomed  to  these  birds,  the  trout  seemed  to 
mind  them  or  other  objects  in  the  air  as  little  as 
they  would  have  done  cattle  on  a  bank.  If  the 
trouble  was  taken  to  inflate  the  balloons  with 
hydrogen,  like  those  toy  ones  which  children  carry 
in  the  streets  of  Paris,  they  could  always  be  used  at 
such  a  distance  from  their  attachment  to  the  reel- 
line  or  blow-line  that  they  need  not  reach  the  water 
while  a  fish  was  being  played. 

Still  another  way  of  manoeuvring  the  fly  in  a  flat 
calm  was  by  the  aid  of  a  clear  glass  quart  bottle, 
partly  filled  with  water  for  ballast,  and  corked. 
It  was  attached  by  a  long  thread  fixed  to  the  rod- 
line  ten  feet  or  so  from  the  fly,  and  the  rod  was 
held  well  up.  Paddling  slowly  on  to  a  drift,  the 
bottle  was  towed  with  the  fly  hanging  as  a  long 
dropper  above  the  water  till  a  rise  was  seen 
near  it,  when  it  was  dropped  and  dapped  near 
the  rising  fish,  and  then  frequently  taken.  A  trout 
having  been  hooked,  the  weak  thread  mostly  broke 
in  the  play,  and  being  recovered  afterwards,  was 
rejoined  ;  but  even  if  it  did  not  part,  nothing  worse 
happened  than  some  possible  tangling  of  the  thread 
and  line.  Sometimes  I  used  a  stretcher  out  of  the 
boat,  or  my  indiarubber  air  cushion  instead  of  a 
bottle,  and  I  have  seen  good  trout  rise  close  to  this 
cushion,  floating  on  the  water  without  showing  any 
alarm.  As  it  presented  a  considerable  surface  of 
resistance,  the  thread  which  held  it  usually  broke  if 
a  fish  was  hooked,  but  it  was  easily  picked  up  again. 

One  plan  more  was  condemned  as  contaminative 
poaching,  and  in  reality  amounted  to  cross-lining. 
For  this  two  boats  were  used  moving  wide  apart, 
parallel  to  each  other,  with  a  length  of  thread 
uniting  the  lines  at  an  equal  distance  from  ea6h  fly. 
The  droppers  so  formed  could  be  easily  placed  over 
any  rising  trout,  without  disturbing  the  calm  water, 
and  when  one  was  hooked  the  nearest  rod  played 
it,  the  thread  as  before  usually  breaking.  The  same 
plan  could  be  followed  by  landing  one  of  the  dappers 
with  his  rod  and  joined  line,  and  moving  the  boat 
with  the  other  along  the  shore,  outside  the  lie  of 
feeding  fish.  It  was  often  a  deadly  sort  of  poaching 
device  in  calm  water.  As  a  matter  of  observa- 
tion it  may  be  noticed  that  the  delicate  difference 
by  which  one  sort  of  angling  device  or  another  is 
stamped  as  sportsmanlike  or  as  poaching  is  often 
regulated  by  the  ease  or  difficulty  with  which  suc- 
cess may  be  attained,  those  ingenious  methods 
which  are  of  the  least  use  being  generally  honoured 
as  "  sportsmanhke,"  while  many  others  more  likely 
to  obtain  their  ends  are  stigmatised  as  rank  poach- 
ing, and  often  made  punishable  by  law.  Aside  from 
considerations  of  utility,  it  might  be  fair  to  regard 
as  of  a  poaching  nature  all  devices  which  did  not 
give  fish  at  least  a  chance  of  fair-play  in  the  way 
of  avoiding  capture,  allowing  extenuating  circum- 
stances when  it  was  desirab:e  to  reduce  the  stock 
of  certain  fish  or  when  they  had  become  too  highly 
educated  to  be  caught  otherwise. 

It  maybe  said  of  all  these  plans  in  aid  of  dapping, 
as  makeshifts  for  want  of  proper  wind,  that  none  of 
them  can  compare  with  the  satisfaction  afforded  by 
a  good  soft  fishing  breeze,  producing  a  nice  curl  on 
the  water,  of  a  cloudy  day,  when  the  flies  remain  and 
seem  to  cling  to  its  surface,  skimming  or  rolling  along 
to  leeward,  and  a  blow-line  is  not  needed.  The  trout 
then  make  the  best  shots  at  the  flies  as  if  they  meant 
business,  and  things  are  brisk,  reaching  a  climax  in 
the  supreme  moments  that  intervene  between  the 
hooking  and  safe  landing  of  the  fish. 

Dapping  Hooks. 

The  hooks  I  have  generally  used  were  Limerick 
No.  6  or  7 — old  style  ;  sometimes,  in  case  fish  were 
rising,  but  not  taking  well,  small  double  hooks, 
stained  or  painted  green,  were  used.  Triangles  were 
too  heavy.  The  hooks  were  open  at  the  bend  and  of 
the  blind  variety,  eyed  ones  not  being  then  in  vogue. 
I  have  seen  them  but  rai  ely  draw,  bend  open,  or 
break  in  action  when  heavy  trout  were  engaged,  as 
was  frequently  the  case.  The  most  admired  form 
rather  resembled  Allcock's  Modele  Parfait  ones  of 
the  present  period,  and  these,  if  strong  enough  for 
the  larger  fish,  would  seem  to  be  well  acjapted  for 
dapping,  being  light  and  sharp.;    Eyed  ones  could 
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be  used  perfectly  well,  and  the  chances  of  slippage 
thus  avoided,  together  with,  perhaps,  the  loss  of  a 
big  trout.  There  is  a  flattened  wire  hook  made  so 
as  to  present  a  broad  surface  and  reduce  the  likeli- 
hood of  a  thin  hook  cutting  through  \U  hold,  but  I 


J 


6 


Fig.  2. — DAPPrNO  Hookp, 

1.  An  old  Western  patfern. 

2.  A  Models  Paifait. 

3.  Ditto,  or  even  smaller,  for  Wall  Fly  dapping. 

have  not  t:ied  it  on  account  of  its  weight.  It  is 
figured  in  Messrs.  Foster's  catalogue.  I  once  foul- 
hooked  a  trout  of  a  few  pounds  weight  above  the 
median  line,  some  way  behind  the  head.  It  played 
very  strongly,  as  fish  so  hooked  often  do,  and  on 
being  landed,  I  found  the  dap-hook  had  buried  itself 
in  the  flesh,  cutting  its  way  for  about  two  inches. 

The  MoTTsriNG  of  Drakes 

upon  dap-hooks  is  done  in  varying  fashion,  and  has 
been  noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  Some  people 
use  only  one  fly,  others  two,  parsing  the  hook, 
through  the  side  of  the  fly  at  the  junction  of  the 
wings  with  the  thorax.  I  followed  the  old  custom 
of  my  masters  in  the  art,  using  generallj'  two  or  at 
times  three  on  dark,  windy  days,  or  only  one  for 
fine  fishing  on  calm,  twilight  evenings.  The  greenest 
flies  were  picked  out  of  the  basket  and  the  hook 
passed  through  the  creamy  white,  diamond -shaped 
spot  between  the  wings,  said  to  have  been  placed 
there  as  an  indication  of  the  proper  way  to  mount 
Drakes,  and  a  custom,  at  all  events,  having 
the  sanction  of  antiquity.  Thus  placed,  with  a 
f  ouple  of  inches  of  gut  footline  in  the  water  to 
"teady  the  dap,*  the  flies  would  "  cock  "  up,  though 
tliey  could  hardly  be  said  to  appear  as  if  in  a  natural 


Fig.  3. — A  Dap  Mounted  on  the  Hook. 

embrace.  How  often  have  I  seen  a  couple  of  flies 
thus  mounted  drift  into  a  group  of  single  ones 
freshly  risen  close  around  and  yet  prove  a  superior 
attraction  for  the  eager  assault  of  some  lusty  trout. 

Jt  will  hardly  follow  that  double  flies  should  be 
always  mounted  in  this  manner  exactly,  or  that 
much  difference  in  the  result  would  be  observed 
whether  the  flies  were  mounted  thus  or  »ide  by  side. 
It  will  often  happen  that  one  must  stop  fishing  for 

*  Tliat  excellent  authority.  "  Bickcrdyko " 
("Angling  for  Game  Fish"),  mentions  the  wlmlo 
of  Uie  gut  h>fting  in  tho  air.  If^-ed  in  this  way  tlio 
dap  would  rarely  fish  steadily,  being  blown  about 
by  every  gust  acting  on  the  line  or  blowline,  instead 
of  sailing  along  the  surface. 


a  moment  to  fill  a  pipe  or  what  not,  and  does  not 
like  to  have  a  good  pair  of  flies  dragging  in  the  water 
or  knocking  about  in  the  air.  To  hold  them  for  a 
while  as  safely  as  if  in  one's  fingers,  a  thick,  lound 
indiarubber  umbrella  ring  on  the  rod  handle  above 
the  reel  will  be  found  a  perfect  arrangement.  The 
footlink  a  couple  of  inches  above  the  fly,  is  doubled 
into  a  loop  and  laid  against  the  rod,  when  the  ring 
is  rolled  over  it.  Pull  gently  oh  the  fly  end.  and 
the  line  is  released  with  the  fly  intact. 

Fly  Catching. 
Although  at  the  height  of  the  season  May  Flies 
swarm  in  such  numbers  as  to  be  seen  blown  and 
washed  ashore,  forming  belts  at  the  wavelet  limit 
several  inches  thick,  and  enough  to  taint  the  air 
while  decomposing,  not  to  mention  all  those  that 
have  been  eaten  by  fish  and  birds,  still  there  are 
times  when  they  are  very  difficult  to  find.  Those  of 
the  day  are  seldom  on  view  before  10  a.m.,  so  that 
the  boatman  who  provides  some  for  the  first  drifts 
must  often  do  it  slowly.  A  little  later  they  will  be 
found  crowded  on  the  lee  side  and  in  the  thickest 
shade  of  hedges,  bushes,  grass  clumps,  ferns,  heather, 
or  stones,  or  black  peat  banks  along  the  shores  of 
the  lake,  and  of  a  most  inviting  pale,  pulpy-green 
aspect*  ;  but  in  the  warmer  hours  before  they  settle, 
perhaps  in  the  tops  of  the  highest  trees,  they  are 
extremely  active,  instead  of  showing  their -usual 
torpor.  They  also  become  lively  towards  evening, 
carrying  on  a  wild  aerial  dance  above  hedges  and 
bushes. 

Special  fly-boxes  for  collecting  them  are  sold  by 
tackleists,  but  an  empty  wooden  blacking  box, 
pierced  with  many  holes,  or  a  basket  with  two  lids, 
each  covering  a  half  on  either  side  of  its  cross  handle, 
does  as  well  as  can  be  wished,  and  if  the  top  be 
covered  with  impermeable  white  American  cl9th, 
projecting  for  an  inch  aroimd,  it  will  often  save  the 
flies  from  being  destroyed  by  rain.  It  is  remarkable 
how  these  dull  insects,  usually  waiting  to  be  picked 
up  by  their  closed  wings,'  change  in  the  heat  of  the 


Fig.  4. —  Catching  Flies. 

day,  when  the  lids  of  the  basket  need  to  be  con- 
nected with  the  sides  by  gussets  of  net  to  prevent 
many  from  escaping  while  a  tempting  pair  are  being 
selected.  It  is  well  to  have  a  fixed  place  for  the 
basket  near  the  boatman  and  down  in  the  waist  to 
avoid  its  falling  or  being  kicked  over,  and  perhaps 
causing  a  general  jail  delivery  at  a  wrong  moment. 

It  is  not  always  necessary  to  land  to  pick  fresh 
flies.  Numbers  may  bo  gathered  on  the  water  by 
using  a  "  skim-net,"  like  a  little  landing-net,  its 
rim,  9in.  by  (iin.,  supporting  a  flat,  strained  piece  of 

*  "  John  Bickerdyke,"  in  "  Angling  for  Game 
Fisli,"  speaks  of  these  flies  being  found  on  wind- 
ward shores  of  lakes.  I  have  mostly  found  them  to 
leeward  when  there  is  any  wind,  before  which  they 
are  seen  to  flutter,  ftying  much  as  locusts  do, 
without  much  apparent  heed  as  to  where  they  are 
being  blown  to. 


coarse  cotton  net,  doubled,  or  a  silk  hair-net,  to  be 
obtained  from  some  ladj'  friend  or  at  a  soft-goods 
shop.  A  flower  cane  from  the  garden  makes  a 
handle,  and  with  this  simple  instrurllent  many  flies 
can  be  retrieved  as  the  boat  njoves  along,  one  after 
another  clinging  to  the  netting,  or  they  may  be 
stopped  with  it  on  the  wing  in  passing  by. 

The  rise  of  the  flies  comes  on  and  goes  off  gradu- 
ally, both  daily  and  for  the  whole  season  of  twelve 
or  fifteen  days.  The  immature  insect  can  be  seen 
wriggling  up  from  below,  like  a  larval  gnat  in  a 
barrel  of  water.  At  the  surface  it  pauses,  the  skin 
cracks  behind  the  head,  the  folded  wings  come  forth, 
and  the  young  verdant  Green  Drake  walks  out  upon 
the  water,  his  empty  case,  with  thousands  of  others, 
floating  derelict.  After  a  few  moments  his  wings 
dry  and  harden,  and  if  the  day  is  calm  and  hot,  he 
springs  into  the  air.  If  not,  he  stays  longer  afloat, 
a  temptation  to  some  roving  trout,  leading  at  times 
to  misplaced  confidence  with  serious  results,  when 
he  has  first  passed  through  the  fingers  of  an  angler, 
and  graduated  as  a  good-looking  dap.  When  the 
flies  are  a  few  hours  old  they  change  colour,  passing 
from  green  to  grey,  and  late  on  the  day  following 
will  have  become  magpie  drakes,  with  white  bodies 
and  black  wings,  legs,  and  tails,  or  black  points,  as 
one  would  say  of  a  horse. 

Late  in  the  evenings,  towards  the  close  of  the 
season,  these  are  to  be  found  in  great  numbers  float- 
ing spread-eagled  on  the  water  near  thick  woods,  and 
are  then  the  spent-gnat  form  of  the  Green  Drake. 
At  that  time  the  trout  may  be  seen  slowly  moving 
along  near  the  surface  of  the  water,  sucking  doTvn 
t'lese  black  flies  one  after  another,  or  making  small 
half  rises,  which  show  the  course  they  take,  as 
strings  of  bubbles  on  the  calm  water  do  that  of  an 
otter  which  has  dived:  _j 
{To  be  continued.) 


ANGLO-NORWEGIAN  FISHERMEX-S 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  associa- 
tion took  place  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  on  May  20,  Colonel 
W.  Bromley- Duvenport,  D.S.O.,M.P.,  the  president, 
being  in  the  chair.  Owing  to  the  date  of  the  meet- 
ing unfortunately  falling  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Whitsuntide  vacation,  very  few  members  were 
able  to  be  present. 

The  report  and  balance  sheet  for  the  year  1903 
were  read  and  passed.  The  report  mentioned  that 
schedules  recording  number  and  weight  of  grilse 
killed  during  the  season  and  whether  they  were 
net  marked  had  been  filled  up  and  returned  by 
many  members  and  duly  forwarded  to  Herr  Land- 
mark, the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Norwegian  Fisheries. 
The  schedules  showed  a  marked  decrease  in  the 
number  of  grilse,  and  also  a  great  diminution  in 
weight.  The  average  size  of  grilse  was  just  over 
31b.,  and  hardly  any  over  41b.  were  recorded  on 
rivers  where  formerly  grilse  of  51b.  and  filb.  were 
numerous.  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  grilse 
were  net  marked.  In  many  rivers  every  grilse 
caught  showed  net  marks. 

The  chairman  gave  details  regarding  his  experi- 
ments of  salmon  hatching  and  restocking  his  river, 
the  Rauma.  The  results  of  the  restocking  during 
the  last  two  seasons,  being  the  first  seasons  that 
could  he  affected  by  it,  have  been  most  satisfactory. 
In  answer  to  a  question,  the  chairman  could  not 
say  that  he  had  noticed  any  great  incre^ase  in  the 
number  of  grilse,  but  the  salmon  fishing  had 
immensely  improved.  The  important  question  of 
the  proposed  attempt  by  the  net  fishermen  of 
iNorway  to  pass  a  measure  in  the  Storthing  to 
shorten  the  hours  of  the  weekly  close  time  for 
netting,  and  also  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  mesh,  was 
discussed.  A  letter  from  Mr.  R.  H.  Venables  Kyi'ke 
was  read,  suggesting  that  it  was  advisable  for  the 
association  to  take  active  steps  to  oppose  this 
measure  by  memorialising  the  Storthing,  and  it  was 
eventually  unanimously  decided  that  a  memorial 
should  be  prepared  and  forwarded  to  the  Storthing 
pointing  out  the  great  injury  that  any  such  legisla- 
tion as  proposed  would  do  to  the  salmon  rivers  in 
Norway. 

The  number  of  members  increased  during  the 
year  1903  by  thirteen.  It  was  stated  that  a  con- 
siderable number  of  new  members  had  been  elected 
in  1904.  The  balance  sheet  for  the  j-ear  showed 
the  association  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  position. 
The  fund  raised  in  aid  of  the  sufferers  in  the 
disaster  at  Aalesund  reached  the  handsome  total  of 
£723  2s. 
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May  28,  1904 


THE  TENTH  INTERNATIONAL 
FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING 
TOURNAMENT. 


'  Dear  Sir, — I  very  much  regret  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  get  the  programme  of  the  tournament  into 
your  hands  in  time  for  this  week's  Fishing  Gazette, 
but  it  will  be  ready  early  next  week,  and  I  shall  bo 
pleased  to  post  a  copy,  together  with  entry  form,  to 
an}'  of  your  readers  on  receipt  of  a  stamped  and 
addressed  envelope.  In  the  meantime,  a  few  details 
may  be  of  interest. 

The  Tournament  will  be  held  in  the  grounds  of 
the  Crystal  Palace  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  July  22 
and  23,  commencing  each  day  at  noon.  The  Hy 
(•asting  will  take  place  on  the  intermediate  lake,  and 
the  bait  and  float  casting  on  the  grass,  under  the 
same  rules  and  conditions  practically  as  at  Wimble- 
don and  Orleans  House,  Twickenham.  >Some  new 
features  likely  to  prove  interesting  have  been  intro- 
duced, notably  a  sea-rod  casting  competition,  open 
to  all  comers  ;  an  ambidextrous  trout  fly  casting 
competition,  in  which  three  casts  at  least  must  be 
made  with  each  hand  ;  and  two  special  competi- 
tions, in  which  it  is  hoped  we  may  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  some  of  our  American  friends  prove 
to  us  that  we  have  been,  and  still  are,  wasting  an 
enormous  amount  of  energy  by  using  rods  un- 
necessarily heavy,  both  in  fly  and  bait  casting. 
There  will  also  be  a  competition  for  acciu-acy  in 
trout  fly  casting,  and  this  will  perhaps  prove  the 
most  attractive  and  interesting  feature  of  the  whole 
programme.  T^ie  following  is  a  complete  hst  of  the 
competitions:— 

Frid.w,  .July  22. 
Salmon  fly  casting  ;  any  style.  Projessionah. 
1       Salmon  fly  casting  ;  any  style.  Amatevrs. 
Trout  fly  casting.  Professionals. 
[  Light  bait  casting ;    Thames  style.  Profes- 
sionals. 

Light  bait  casting  ;  any  style.  All  comers. 
Heavy  bait  casting  ;  from  reel.  Amateurs. 
Sea-rod  casting  ;  from  reel.    All  comers. 

\  Saturday,  July  23. 

y   Heavy  bait  casting  ;  from  reel.  Professionals. 

Heavy  bait  casting  ;  any  style.    All  comers. 

Special  light  bait  ( |oz.')  casting  ;    from  reel. 
All  comers. 

IJght  bait  casting  ;  any  style  ;   for  accuracy. 

All  comers. 
Trout  fly  casting.  Amateurs. 
Trout  fly  casting  ;  ambidextrous.    All  comers. 
Special  light  rod  (5|oz.)  trout  fly  casting.  All 

comers. 

Dry  fly  casting  ;  for  accuracy.    All  comers. 

Float  casting  ;  Nottingham  style.    All  comers. 

Float  casting  ;  any  style.  All  comers. 
The  heavy  bait  will  weigh  2Jo7..  and  the  light  bait 
IJoz.,  both  inclusive  of  lead  on  the  trace.  The  lead 
casting  weight  used  in  the  sea-rod  competition  will 
be  4oz.  The  entrance  fee  for  each  competition  is — 
professionals,  Is.  ;  amateurs,  2s.  6d.  ;  and  for  those 
competitions  open  to  all  comers,  2s.  6d. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  tournament,  the  tenth  held 
in  this  country,  will  be  the  means  of  bringing 
together  a  large  number  of  anglers  and  those 
interested  in  angling,  and  the  committee  in  framing 
the  rules  and  regulations  governing  the  various 
competitions  have  endeavoured  to  make  the  con- 
dmons  fair  to  each  competitor,  and  with  as  few- 
restrictions  as  possible. 

As  I  have  already  stated,  I  shall  be  prepared  by 
the  time  this  is  in  print  to  forward  full  details  to  all 
who  may  desire  to  have  them. — Yours  truly, 

Duloe  House,  J.  T.  Emery,  Hon.  Sec. 

I  Leytonstone. 


THE  WEATHER  IN  NORWAY. 


Fifth  Weekly  Weather  Report. 

The  telegrams  from  various  parts  of  Norway  to 
hand  this  week  report  that  "  they  have  had  a  spell 
of  dry,  cold  weather,"  consequently  the  rivers  are 
lower  again,  except  at  Trondhjem,  where  a  lot  of 
rain  fell  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  last  week, 
producing  •'  high  water  in  the  rivers,"  which,  from 
a  letter  received,  the  local  people  consider  will  bring 
the  fish  up  soon.  With  the  exception  of  the  early 
Undal  river,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  catches  of 
fish  except  in  the  Little  Os  liver  near  Bergen,  as 
reported  in  my  first  weekly  weather  report. 

May  24.  James  DoWbll. 


A  CHAPTER  OP  ACCIDENTS. 

There  was  one  advantage  which  anglers  enjoyed 
last  summer  to  the  full,  thanks  to  the  incessant 
rains,  namely,  a  good  lob-worm  season.  There  was 
no  need  to  turn  on  a  hose  to  the  lawn  while  men 
slept  in  order  to  moisten  the  dried  grass  and  tempt 
the  worms  to  rise.-  The  writer  has  vivid  recollec- 
tions of  a  certain  dry  summer  in  which  this  was  done 
surreptitiously  by  two  keen  boy  anglers  while  their 
parents  slumbered,  and  of  the  unpleasant  interview 
with  a  waterworks  oflicial  the  following  morning, 
followed  by  the  confiscation  of  the  hose,  a  guinea 
fine,  an  1  last,  but  not  least,  an  unpleasant  sensation 
for  some  days  when  one  attempted  to  sit  down. 

Last  summer  worms  were  plentiful  fortunately, 
and  a  lantern  was  all  that  was  required,  except 
the  usuvl  skill  in  snatching  the  brutes  lovingly 
and  tenderly,  lest  they  should  break. 

But  it  is  of  a  certain  July  day  I  wish  to  write. 
Three  nights  of  incessant  toil  and  aching  backs  had 
yielded  a  harvest  of  1000  worms  all  told.  A  polite 
letter  had  been  sent  to  the  owner  of  a  private  pond 
requeiting  "just  one  day's  angling."  A  friend 
from  the  North  of  England  had  promised  to  come 
down  to  Berkshire  for  one  night,  lured  by  the 
promise  of  "  the  best  day's  sport  you  have  ever  had  in 
your  life."  He  came  in  due  course  ;  so  did  the  day. 
On  the  evening  before  900  of  the  worms  were  care- 
fully picked  and  taken  to  the  pond  for  ground- 
baiting  purposes.  A  public  road  ran  alongside  the 
lake,  and  it  was  possible  with  care  to  throw  handfuls 
of  worms  into  the  deepest  corner  without  launching  a 
boat  or  going  into  the  park.  What  mattered  if 
most  of  them  caught  up  in  the  branches  of  the 
trees  overhanging  the  pond.  Worms  must  wriggle, 
and  wr'ggling  would  but  deposit  them  in  their 
desired  haven ! 

The  next  morning,  full  of  eager  expectations, 
tackle  was  overhauled  and  hinch  prepared,  and  it 
only  remained  to  await  the  postman  and  receive 
the  letter  enclosing  the  desired  permit.  The  letter 
arrived,  or  rather  a  letter  did.  In  courteous  but 
severe  words  the  head  gardener  begged  to  inform 

Mr.^  that  his  master  was  abroad,  and  that  he 

had  left  instructions  that  the  lake  was  to  be  left 
untouched  during  his  absence.  This  was  exhila- 
rating, not  to  say  inspiring.  It  had  been  a  night 
of  nightmare,  in  which  visions  of  the  900  worms  and 
their  fate  had  floated  before  the  slumbering  eyes  in 
weird  order.  Great  lumbering  perch  gorged  with 
the  dainty  morsels  were  there  waiting  in  serried 
ranks,  and,  hke  Ohver  Twist,  "  asking  for  more." 
Tench  of  enormous  girth  had  doubtless  increased 
their  rotundity  by  their  nocturnal  meal,  and  must 
they  be  doomed  to  disappointment,  too  'i  The 
thought  was  heart-rending.  The  friend  from  the 
north  said  little,  being  too  pohte  to  express  his 
thoughts  in  words.  It  was  lamentable.  Courage 
said,  "  Go  in  spite  of  his  lordship  the  gardener,"  but 
prudence  foresaw  stoppage  of  further  leave  in  con- 
sequence, and  for  once  in  a  way  prudence  prevailed 
over  courage  in  an  angler's  breast. 

There  was  other  water  after  all.  We  could  afford 
to  be  sarcastic.  What  cared  we  ?  If  only  we 
could  recover  those  900  worms  and  the  fish  in  whose 
belhes  they  now  doubtless  lay  I    However,  we  put 

a  good  face  on  it,  and  took  train  to  M  ,  armed 

with  live  baits  and  worms  and  lunch,  assuring  our 
Yorkshire  friend  that  he  was  going  to  the  best  river 
in  the  British  Isles.  We  gave  him  two  rods,  chose 
him  the  best  pools,  presented  him  with  the  fattest 
and  most  lively  baits,  and  waited  in  blissful  expecta- 
tion. Each  pool  had  a  historj' — we  told  him  all 
about  this,  with  additions  of  our  own — each  pool 
had  also  a  giant  fish,  and  we  informed  him  that  if 
he  did  not  catch  a  leviathan  it  would  be  simply 
owing  to  his  ignorance  of  matters  piscatorial. 

Lunch-time  came  at  length  ;  so  did  tea-time. 
Then  he  began  to  make  rude  remarks  about  that 
river.  I  caught  something  about  fishing  in  a 
bucket  in  his  backyard  in  Yorkshire  and  the  saving 
of  expense.  Then  he  asked  if  there  were  any  fish  in 
the  river,  and  a  lot  more  nonsensical  questions. 
Then  it  got  dark  ;  then  someone  dropped  the  bait- 
can  in  a  deep  pool  and  it  sank  ;  then  someone  else 
stepped  on  a  rod,  and  it  broke  ;  then  it  rained  ; 
then  we  lost  the  train  home  ;  and  then  we  went  to 
the  village,  where  he  insisted  on  teUing  us  of  York- 
shire, and  all  the  way  home  kept  on  remarking, 
"  My  eye  !  now  there  are  some  fish  there !  " 

But,  gentle  reader,  do  yoji  ask  whether  we  had 
any  sport  or  no  'I  Yes  ;  the  year  1903  was  the  best 
year  for  lob-worms  I  have  ever  known. 

W.  B.  S. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  hy  first 
post  on  Thursday  morning; 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — Genebal  Rrmabks. — The  river  is 
still  in  good  order  and  the  stream  r.^smains  very 
good,  there  being  a  plentiful  supply  of  water  still 
coming  over  the  weirs.  Whit  week  is  generally  a' 
bad  one  for  trout  fishing  owing  to  the  disturbance 
of  (be  water,  and  I  have  not  heord  of  any  trout 
heini?  taken  up  to  May  20.  On  Mny  21  Mr.  H. 
Gomm,  out  with  Hone  at  Staines,  caught  a  .'ilb. 
fish,  and  la^t  week  also  Mr.  Good  had  a  lib.  fish  at 
I'angbnurne.  Mr.  T.  \V.  Gomm,  at  Staines,  fecured 
a  51b.  fish.  At  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  on 
May  23  Mr.  liobert  Stanley  will  read  a  paper 
entitled  "  Things  that  Happen  When  we  go  Fi-ihing.'" 
The  dangerous  co  ner  on  thj  main  road  from 
Windsor  to  Maidenhead,  known  as  the  "Cannonhill 
death-trap,"  is  to  disappear,  the  local  diitiijt  council 
having  received  a  free  gift  of  land  which  will 
enable  them  to  widen  the  road  by  10ft. — F.  H. 

AMI'HLETT. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire). — The  weather 
being  more  favourable  has  improved  the  fishing. 
The  May  Fly  ii  just  appearing  at  Fairford,  but  wi'l 
not  be  well  on  much  before  June  1.  On  the  lower 
water  at  Dudgrove  some  very  fair  baskets  have 
been  made  with  the  Alder  and  May  I'ly;  it  is 
always  a  week  <  arlier  nearer  the  Thames. — Chas. 

POWELI.. 

Cornish  Streams. — Trout  fishing  is  in  full  swine, 
but  sport  has  been  very  various  indeed — one  day.  the 
least  likely,  a  capiial  bag;  another,  everthing  that 
is  apreettble  a^  far  as  weather  is  concsmed,  nothing. 
The  Inney  has  been  showing  some  good  fport,  but 
every  inch  of  it,  as  well  as  the  Tamar,  is  jjre^erved. 
In  the  latter  river  tickets  may  be  obtained  at  a 
cheap  rate  from  the  lessee  of  a  good  stretch,  and 
by  no  means  bad  will  the  sport  Le.  The  Camel  in 
doing  well  in  the  middle  and  higher  reaches.  Feal 
have  not  yet  begun  to  run  in  any  number,  although 
several  heavy  fish  are  seen  iu  the  'J'amar,  Tavy, 
Lynher,  and  Camel.  Another  spring  tide  ought  to 
bring  them  up,  and  with  the  e.'ccellant  water  there 
ought  to  be  in  prospect  one  of  the  beit  season-j  for 
many  years. —  Kodmin. 

Darenth  (Horton  Kirhy,  etc.). — Monday  was 
an  ideal  day  for  the  dry  fly,  and  some  good  fish 
were  taken.  The  best  I  heard  of  was  about  l^lb. ; 
it  took  an  Olive  Dun.  My  own  fish  were  all  rather 
smal'er,  mostly  about  lOoz.  each.  I  only  kept  five. 
The  Red  Quill  was  my  most  successful  tly,  but  the 
Pale  Olive  also  took  fish.  1  only  began  at  eleven 
and  left  off  early,  so  the  sport  was  fairly  quick. 
The  water  is  in  good  order,  and  likely  to  remain  so. 
— J.  Paul  Taylor. 

Esk  (Whittoy).—  Sport  on  this  river  has  been 
practically  at  a  standstill  during  the  week  owing  to 
the  low  and  clear  condition  of  the  water.  Rain  is 
much  wanted  to  improve  matters.  During  the 
holidays  sea  angling  has  provided  poor  sport ;  a  few 
takes  have  been  elTected  from  the  quay.— 
J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Bxeter).— Sport  during  the 
past  week  ba^^  been  like  the  weather,  variable, 
although  fair  catches  of  trout  have  been  made  iu 
the  m^in  river,  Creedy,  and  Culm.  A  large  number 
of  salmon  ascended  the  river  after  the  late  rain  and 
many  have  been  caught  by  the  rod  as  well  as  the  net 
fishermen,  Messr.^.  'X'racey,  Thornton,  and  Capt. 
Nixon,  the  first  two  catching  three  each, 
and  the  latter  one,  near  Dulverton,  others 
being  captured  n=ar  Exeter,  Up  Exe,  and  Bramp ■ 
ford  Speke.  The  Red  Palmer,  Blue  Upright,  Haw- 
thorn, and  Half  Store  have  proved  meful  trout 
flies  Several  flatfish  have  been  caught  at  Exmouth, 
Starcross,  and  Teignmouth,  but  th9  ba)S  and  pollack 
are  late  this  seasou.— Red  Palmer. 

Lake  Vymwy  (North  Wales).— The  weather 
has  not  improved  much  since  I  made  my  last  report, 
and  for  the  last  few  days  there  has  been  a  good  deal 
of  rain.  May  is  generally  the  best  fishing  month  on 
the  lake,  but  this  year  the  best  fibbing  ii  sure  to  be 
later,  in  June  and  July,  owing  to  the  late  season. 
The  fish  taken  are  in  splendid  cjndition.  A  total 
of  five  hundred  and  forty-saven  trout  have  bee.-i 
taken  since  last  report,  an  average  of  forty-nine 
fish,  weighing  3Ilb.  3oz.  ;  Captain  Garnett  has 
m-ade  baskets  of  twenty-four,  seventeen,  sixteen, 
twenty-three,  thirteen,  and  fifteen  fish;  Mr.  F. 
Lythel  killed  twenty  fish  on  the  1 1  th,and  twenty- three 
on  the  13th  ;  Mr.  Townshend  has  made  two  baskets 
of  nine  each,  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett  has  killed  eleven 
and  nine,  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett  and  Mr.  Towns- 
hend seventeen.  Mr.  Hayne  has  had  a  good  basket 
nearly  every  day,  and  so  has  Mr.  Rutherford.  Col. 
Armstrong  killed  eleven  nice  fish  on  May  2.  Over 
2000  fish  have  been  killed  this  year.  There  are 
hardly  any  flies  out  yet.-^LoNODBiFT, 
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P.   D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufactnrer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tacl[le  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  MEDALS  AWABDEJD. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fieh  with ;  snpeiloi  to  8pllt  Cane, 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  13  oas. ;  very  powerlal, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Cane, 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Bralie  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroi  d 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  ioohs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
zely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Taokle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  oome  ofi,  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

Tbe  following  are  a  tew  uasoHclted  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellovui.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 

Colonel  P.  writes  :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  K.  writes :  "Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line — in  the  condition  it  is  In  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  Is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It  gets  as  smooth 
a«  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingflshea'  Line.    It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  tbe  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES 


FREE.  26  &  28.  scon  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B. 


CATALOGUES  FREE. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Specialitiee  : 
Trammels,  De&gs,  Shoes, 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


PUberlea  laid  eat  and  advtaed  on. 
Valuation  lor  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate 
40  years'  experience. 


Price* 


application. 


Canfi  with  ortter. 


FLIES. 


2/6 

doz. 

29.  THE  SQUARE.  WINCHESTER.  HANTS. 


Sub-Tropical  Vegetation.       Climate  milder  than  Nice— never  hot 

GAGRY,  CAUCASUS. 

SALMON,  TROUT.J  SEA  FISHING,  k  SHOOTING. 

350,000   ACRES   OF  SIXOOO^ING. 

COMFORTABLE  HOTEL. 

12  hours  by  Steamer  from  Novorossysk,  11  hours  from  Batoum.  Good  Anchoraee 
r      n  ^  ..  Yachts.  * 

for  Details,  write  to— 

Manager  of  Hotel,  GAQRY,  CAUCASUS. 


SECOND  EDITION.    Paper,  is.  ;  Cloth,  2s.  net. 

ANQUNQ  ANECDOTES, 

By  ROBERT  STANLEY. 


London;    SAMPSON  LOW,   MARSTON,  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 


LA  PECHE  MODERNE." 

In  IIlDgtrated  French  Angling  Paper,  pnbllshed  the  1st  and  15th  of  each  month, 

Annual  Subscription,  48. 

All  coram  unlcfttions  should  be  addressed  to  tlie  l>ireotor»-WTJRS  Freres,  SO,  Q..al  dc  ^ouvre.Paris. 


HACKLE  FLIES. 

GOOD    KILLERS   ON   ALL   RAPID  STREAMS. 

8.  'i. 

Tied  to  best  Hooks,  and  selected  Drawn  Gut  or  Eyed  Hooks,  per  doz.  1  6 

Winged  Flies  for  Sunk  Fly  Fishing    „  16 

Floating  Flies  on  Eyed  Hooks   „      2  6 

CLEAR  WATER  MINNOW  SPINNING. 

Corbett's  Minnow  Tackle  and  Trace,  2/3  each. 
Extra  Tackles,  3/6  per  dozen  ;  Creeper  Tackles,  1/6  per  dozen. 
Tapered  and  Level  Drawn  and  Undrawn  Gut  Casts  of  superior  quality. 


RODS  in  all  Patterns  in  Greenheart,  Built  Cane,  Whole  Cane,  &c., 
for  Wet  Fly,  Dry  Fly,  Minnow,  &c. 
LARGE    DETAILED    LIST  FREE. 


CHAS.  HUTCHINSON,  43,  Finkle  Street,  KENDAL. 


MALGOM  &  CO., 

-""""^^         The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS. 

INVENTORS  OF  THE    .    .  . 

«  ar£i,nned   Angola.  " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 

"  Xanned  Angola.  " 

WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 
WADING  ST0GKINGS,18/6&21/ 

See  Field,  June  30,  1900. 


3,  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 


CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 
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Lea  and  Tributaries. — Trout  fishing  prospects 
are  more  promising  for  this  week-end.  Refreshing 
rains  have  fallen,  and  the  weather  has  become 
warmer.  Should  the  weather  continue  favourable 
an  early  rise  of  May  Fly  is  anticipated  on  the  Lea, 
Beane,  Mimram,  and  Bib.  Little  sportjhad  been 
reported  down  to  May  26.  On  Monday  (May  23), 
near  Ware  Town  Bridge,  a  trout  of  just  over  31b. 
was  caught  by  Mr.  Fisher,  and  a  larger  trout  has 
been  hooked  and  lost  this  week  near  the  Priory 
mill-stream.  The  warm,  thundery  weather  ought  to 
make  the  eels  run.  Angl&rs  should  now  try  a 
caddis  grub  on  sink  and  draw  tackle  for  trout,  and 
useful  flies  should  be  the  Red  Palmer,  Black  Gnat, 
Wickham's  Fancy,  and,  according  to  circumstances, 
the  May  Fly. — Izaak  Walton. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  running  low  and  clear,  and  in  fair  order 
for  fishing.  Angling  has  been  tried  by  a  fair 
number  this  holiday  time,  and  they  have  used  fly, 
and  nice  sized  fish  have  been  taken.  There  ia  every 
prospect  of  May  Fly  being  on  well  next  week  if  the 
weather  holds. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigfh  Salterton). — During  the  past 
week  we  have  experienced  chequered  weather — one 
day  hot  and  bright,  another  cold  and  dull.  On 
hot  days  the  trout  have  fed  greedily  on  Gnats  and 
Midges,  and  have  been  hard  to  catch,  but  some  nice 
takes  have  been  accomplished  notwithstanding. 
On  May  19  a  rod,  fishing  above  Ottery,  took 
seven  good  fish  totalling  in  weight  411b.,  the  Red 
Quill  Gnat  being  used.  Another  angler  on  the  same 
day  took  four  brace  of  equally  fine  trout,  chiefly  on 
the  Little  Marryat.  This  goes  to  prove  the  trite 
saying  that  ''  it  is  not  so  much  the  fly  as  the  driver." 
—Heron. 

Flymonth. — Some  good  baskets  have  been  taken 
on  the  Tavy,  where  the  peal  have  appeared.  The 
Dart  also  has  afforded  good  sport.  The  rain  of  the 
last  day  or  so  has  done  the  rivers  a  lot  of  good,  and 
the  peal  and  salmon  waiting  in  the  estuaries  have 
been  running  up  to  the  higher  waters. — William 
Heardeb. 

Severn,  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — For  the  greater  part  of  the  Whitsuatide 
holidays  the  weather  in  this  neighbourhood  has 
been  most  unpropitious,  with  a  cold  east  wind, 
bringing  with  it  frequent  showers  of  drizzling  rain, 
but  not  in  quantities  sufficient  to  make  much  im- 
pression on  the  state  of  these  rivers,  which  have  not 
risen  much  above  their  average  level.  The  Buckley 
otter  hounds  had  two  good  days  on  the  Tanat  above 
Llanyblodwel  on  Saturday  and  Monday,  and  a  large 
numb3r  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  participated  in  the 
sport.  On  Monday  a  dog  otter,  17ilb.  in  weight, 
was  killed  near  Glanrafon,  after  a  most  exciting 
chase. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Kivers  and  Chicliester  CanaL—  With 
fine  weather  for  the  holidays  anglers  were  numerous 
and  takes  few.  Trout  feel  the  effect  of  the  cold 
nights  and  mornings  and  with  scarcely  any  rise  of 
fly  in  the  western  streams,  a  brace  of  good  fish  has 
been  a  rarity.  A  nice  trout  of  2Jlb.  was  taken  on 
May  23,  from  a  well  stocked  water,  and  a  few  under- 
sized fish  which  were  returned.  Fair  sport  was 
obtained  in  the  tributaries  of  the  Adm  and  Ouse, 
principally  by  worming,  but  nothing  over  12oz.  has 
been  notified.  Good  sport  has  been  had  am  ng  the 
smelt  at  Chichester  harbour,  several  dozens  have 
been  taken  per  tide.  Baas  and  mullet  are  to  be 
found  at  Pilsea  Piles,  but  nothing  heavy  has  been 
notified. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon), — The  rain  of  the  last  few  days 
has  freshened  up  the  waters,  and  some  nice  catches 
of  trout  have  been  taken.  Salmon  are  getting  more 
plentiful. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).  — At  the  time 
of  writing  (May  24),  the  river  is  in  a  very  low 
state — salmon  fishing  out  of  the  question — and  only 
small  takes  of  trout. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is 
running  low  and  clear,  but  in  fair  order  for  fishing. 
A  good  number  of  anglers  were  out  during  the 
holidays  and  used  fly  and  bottom  baits.  The  May 
Fly  has  begun  to  show  itself,  but  not  in  large 
numbers.  Next  week  they  should  be  up  well; 
the  fish  have  not  begun  to  take  them  yet.  Fishing 
on  May  21  an  angler  landed  eight  nice  trout  with 
fly.  On  May  23  some  fair  trout  were  taken  with 
worm  above  the  Castle.  Fishing  on  May  24  below 
Ludford  several  trout  were  taken  with  fly  ;  minnow 
fishing  has  accounted  for  trout  l^lb.  weight.  May 
Fly  is  up  on  the  Corve. — S.  Ludlow. 

 (Tenbnry). — In  this  part  there  has  been 

some  nice  falls  of  rain  this  week.  Fishing  has  been 
fairly  good.  The  May  Fly  is  expected  to  come  up, 
one  or  two  having  been  seen.  A  few  anglers  have 
been  out  and  tried  fly,  and  very  good  sized  trout 
have  been  landed.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday,  trout 
from  ^Ib.  to  lib.  each  wore  caught. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Neighbouring 
Rivers. — The  rivers  are  still  providing  good  sport, 
though  running  irather  low  and  clear  just  now.  On 


the  BIyth  Mr.  Hoyle  and  Mr.  Scorfield  got  two  very 
good  baskets  with  the  fly.  Several  anglers  on  the 
Wansbeck  have  had  great  success  with  d  op  minnow, 
and  one  or  two  with  fly  have  also  had  good 
sport.  Very  fair  sport  is  also  being  met  with  on  the 
Tyne  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Corbridge  and  Hex- 
ham, large  baskets  ruling.  Several  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  got  clear  water  worm-fishing  on  the 
Coquet,  which  has  also  provided  good  sport  with 
the  fly.  Useful  flies  :  Orange  Partridge,  Greenwell's 
Glory,  Black  Gnat,  Yellow  Partridge,  Red  Quill, 
Knotted  Midge,  Red  Palmer,  and  Stone  Fly. — 
Henry  A.  Murton,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8 
and  10,  Grainger- etreet,  Newcastle- on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  has  of  late  been  very  low 
and  the  water  stale,  but  as  there  is  plenty  of  fish 
in  the  river  and  the  water  rose  about  a  foot  on 
Tuesday,  the  salmon  angler  should  again  be  enjoying 
good  sport  in  the  near  future.  The  following  kills 
are  reported  :^ — May  21,  Dr.  F.  Rutherfoord  Harris, 
M.P.,  one,  8|lb.,  in  the  Lwynch.  On  23rd,  Mr.  J. 
Pitt,  one.  8Jlb.,  in  the  Garcoed  ;  Mr.  H.  Humphreys, 
one,  1 3 Jib.,  Bridge  Stream  ;  Mrs.  Lister,  one,  91b., 
Penyllyn.  Trout  are  rising  well  in  the  evenings,  and 
a  few  nice  ones  have  been  taken,  but  the  baskets 
have  not  been  large. — T.  R. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— The  above 
rivers  have  been  in  good  order  for  the  fly  during 
the  past  week,  and  some  very  nice  catches  of  trout 
have  been  obtained  from  both  those  streams.  A 
groat  number  of  anglers  have  visited  this  district 
during  this  week,  and  baskets  ranging  f^om  two  to 
five  brace  have  been  taken  from  the  Wye,  also  the 
Derwent,  too,  yielding  similar  creels,  both  the 
Chatsworth  and  Darleydale  portions  of  this  river. 
I  regret  to  report  that  there  are  a  great  number 
of  both  trout  and  grayling  dying  in  this  river 
from  Darley  Bridge  downwards,  some  of  them 
over  one  pound  in  weight ;  it  appears  as  if  they  were 
poisoned.  Mr.  D.  P.  Pearson  on  Friday,  May  20, 
took  2^  brace  from  Matlockdale ;  also  Mr.  W. 
King  on  the  same  date,  fishing  from  his  balcony  at 
Matlock  Bath,  landed  a  splendid  trout,  length  21in., 
girth  12in.,  weight  4|lb.  Several  nice  baskets 
have  also  been  caught  below  Cromford,  and  these 
have  been  of  good  size.  Useful  flies :  Ash  Dun, 
Yellow  gjxd  Olive  Duns,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Little 
Yellow  May  Dun,  Dotterel  Hackle,  and  Sand  Fly. — 
Dotterel. 

Tore.  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Ouse, 
etc.  (Torks). — All  the  Yorkshire  streams  have 
fallen  very  low  and  clear,  consequently  trout  re- 
quire careful  angling.  On  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Yore  fair  baskets  have  been  made  by  anglers  fishing 
in  the  early  mornings  and  late  in  the  evening,  I 
got  half  a  dozen  nice  trout  on  May  23,  and 
another  angler  got  a  dozen,  but  the  majority 
of  holiday  anglers  have  only  been  able  to  pick  up 
a  brace  or  two.  The  favourite  baits  have  been 
Stone  Fly,  Creeper,  worm,  or  minnow.  In  the  dis- 
trict of  Ripon  sport  has  been  fair.  Mr.  E.  Turner 
had  good  sport  during  the  last  few  days  with  the  fly. 
One  day  he  had  nine  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  with 
the  Orange  Partridge  and  Dark  Watchet.  The  Wharfe 
is  low  and  clear.  In  the  high  reaches  fair  catches 
have  been  made  at  Grassington,  Bumsall.  and 
Ilkley.  Some  nice  sport  has  also  been  hadatOtley, 
CoUingham,  and  Wetherby.  Several  anglers  have 
met  with  sport  on  the  reservoirs  at  Pewston  with 
maggot  and  minnow.  On  the  Swale  things  have 
been  quiet  in  the  upper  reaches,  but  at  Easby  and 
Catterick  I  hear  fair  sport  has  been  met  with. 
Very  little  doing  on  the  Nidd,  as  the  river  has 
been  running  very  low.  Sport  on  the  Rye, 
Riccall  and  Hodge  has  been  fair  during  the  last 
few  days.  In  the  district  of  Helmsley  several 
baskets  ranging  from  three  to  ten  brace  of 
trout  have  been  caught  with  the  fly  and  minnow. 
Best  sport  at  present  is  chiefly  being  got  with  the 
Stone  Fly  and  Creeper,  and  with  the  present  warm 
days  should  hatch  out  by  the  end  of  this  week. 
Best  flies  at  present  are  the  Blue  Partridge,  Dark 
Watchet,  Orange  Partridge,  Poult  Bloa,  Yellow- 
legged  Bloa,  Olive  Bloa,  Yellow  Sally,  Little  Yellow 
May,  and  Spider  Fly. — John  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— The  start  in  angling  for  the  season  has  been  made 
with  promising  results.  On  May  21,  Mr.  Stanfield 
fished  Loch  Boarlan  and  landed  eighteen  trout 
aggregating  8pb.,  or  an  average  of  ^Ih.  each.  The 


TiiouT,  Ska-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
stocks  in  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  jiarts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  flue  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  Od.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  (fuality, 
9d.  each.— .(.  E.  Millkk,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19;  New 
Station-street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


heaviest  weighed  3.Jlb.,  and  was  caught  with  March 
Brown  fly. —  B. 

Beauly. — Mr.  G.  S.  Gibbons,  fishing  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Beauly,  had  again  good  sport,  taking 
twenty-three  salmon  of  the  total  weight  of  2541b. 
for  the  six  days'  fishing.  The  takes  were  as  follows : 
— May  16,  one  salmon,  lO'.b.  ;  17th,  two,  131b.  and 
111b.;  18th,  four;  19th,  four;  20th,  seven;  21st, 
five.  The  average  weight  was  111b.  During  his 
eighteen  days'  fishing  Mr.  Gibbons  haa  so  far 
(May  21)  obtained  seventy-five  salmon  of  the 
aggregate  weight  of  7721b.,  or  only  121b.  leas  than 
7cwt.  The  average  weight  of  the  seventy-five  fish 
was  lOjlb.  This  is  the  best  fishing  got  in  any 
northern  river  this  season.  The  Hon.  B.  C.  Max- 
well, Phoineas  House,  and  Mr.  Cameron,  Moniaoh 
Castle,  had  good  baskets  of  sea-trout  up  to  201b. — ■ 
A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle. — Yellow  trout  are  now 
taking  fairly  well  in  the  upper  and  middle  reaches 
of  the  Esk,  and  a  number  of  sea-trout  have  been 
caught  in  Canonbie  water.  Mr.  T.  Steel  had  one 
weighing  IJlb.  and  Mr.  Walter  Irving,  one  IJlb. 
Messrs.  Watson  and  Bevan  have  had  good  sport 
with  yellow  trout  in  the  reserved  water.  In  five 
days'  fishing  they  creeled  41b.,  41b.,  4  ilb.,  5ilb.,  and 
41b.  Mr.  John  McAdam  three  in  the  mid  reaches 
of  the  Esk,  each  obout  IJlb.,  Mr.  D.  Murray  had  a 
sea-trout,  IJlb.,  and  some  yellow  trout.  On  the 
Scottish  side  of  the  Cauldron  pool  Mr.  D.  Little  had 
a  sea-trout  1  .Ub.,  and  a  fine  basket  of  yellow  trout. 
Several  anglers  staying  at  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel, 
Canonbie.  have  had  good  takes  of  yellow  trout  in 
the  Double  Water.  Mr.  J.  Storey  and  Mr.  J.  Scott 
had  fine  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  Mr.  J.  Graham 
had  two  sea-trout,  IJIb.  each,  below  Canonbie 
Bridge.  In  Langholm  water.  Major  Maxwell  had  a 
sea-trout,  IJlb.,  Col.  Maxwell  had  .31b.  of  yellow 
trout,  Mr.  Weatherstone  caught  a  sea-trout  of  21b. 
on  Friday,  and  on  Saturday,  one  of  2Jlb.,  while  on 
previous  days  the  same  angler  caught  four 
sea-trout,  averaging  21b.  each.  Mr.  Logan  had 
a  sea-trout  in  the  Langholm  water,  weighing 
about  l^b.  Mr.  Francis  and  Major  Maxwell 
have  had  good  creels  of  yellow  trout  in  the  lower 
reaches  of  the  Tarras.  Mr.  Barlow  had  a  nice 
basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Tarras,  and  Mr.  R.  Nelson 
a  couple  of  dozen  in  the  mid  reaches.  Mr.  Hardie 
had  six  dozen  in  the  upper  stretches  of  the  Liddle, 
and  a  nice  basket  in  the  lower  Hermitage  water. 
Mr.  A.  Keen  had  a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout  in 
the  lower  stretches  of  the  Liddle,  whUe  in  the  upper 
waters  Messrs.  Walker,  Armstrong,  Beat  tie,  and 
others,  have  had  good  takes  of  yellow  trout,  with  an 
occ£isional  sea-trout. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).— Messrs. 
Powell,  Pultney,  and  Matcham,  Balnagown  Arms 
Hotel,  caught  a  91b.  salmon  on  May  16,  and  one  of 
81b.  on  May  17.  One  salmon  was  also  got  on 
Colonel  Platts'  rod  (Gruinards  water),  and  another 
on  Mr.  F.  T.  Gervers'  rod  (Amat  water).  On 
May  18  the  hotel  anglers  landed  two  salmon  of 
8 Jib.  and  11  Jib.,  and  on  May  19  they  had  a 
10-pounder.  On  May  20  the  hotel  anglers  caught 
two,  weighing  91b.  and  1  lib. ;  Mr.  F.  T.  Gervers 
one  of  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Robt.  Munro  one  of  1  lib.  on 
Mr.  Perrins'  rod,  being  the  first  fish  of  the  season 
caught  so  high  up.  May  21  was  blank  all  over  so 
far  as  known,  but  on  May  23  the  hotel  anglers 
landed  a  fine  fish  of  141b.  on  the  Invercharron 
water.  The  neighbouring  net  fishings  on  the 
Kyle  of  Sutherland  are  still  prosecuted  with  but 
indifferent  success. — B. 

Isla  (Perth). — The  angling  season  opened  very 
late  this  year.  The  latter  half  of  April  was  mild, 
but  the  streams  were  so  flooded  with  snow-broth 
that  very  little  was  done.  Northerly  winds  with 
cold  snow  showers  made  matters  even  worse  during 
the  first  half  of  May.  Since  then  it  has  been  mild, 
and  anglers  have  had  very  fair  success  on  the  Isla 
and  its  tributaries,  baskets  up  to  181b.  having  been 
made.  On  the  main  stream  a  trout  of  2flb.  was 
killed,  and  on  the  Blackwater  tributary  two  of  21b. 
and  2^1b.  respectively  were  creeled.  The  Dean  and 
Ardle  have  done  fairly  well,  but  the  lochs  have 
given  very  poor  sport. — Iasgair. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  Northumberland 
Club  held  a  two  days'  competition,  at  which  eleven 
members  took  part.  At  the  first  competition,  the 
club  cup  was  gained  by  Mr.  B.  Pumphrey,  with  five 
trout,  41b.  5oz.  The  total  catch  at  the  first  com- 
petition was  eighteen  trout  (141b.  12oz,),  and  on  the 
second  day,  twenty-two  trout,  251b.  12oz.  The 
first  prize-winners  at  the  other  club  competitions 
out  during  the  past  week  were : — Mr.  F.  L 
McGregor,  Midlothian  Club,  three  trout,  21b.  4oz. 
Mr.  Lewis  Spence,  Edinburgh  Amateur  Club,  two 
trout,  41b.  8oz.  ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  G.  H.  Douglas, 

21b.  15oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  Pollokshields  Club,  six 
trout,  Clb.  5oz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  Mason,  21b.  6oz. ; 
Mr.  J.  D.  Campbell,  Bohemian  Club,  four  trout, 

51b.    Private  parties:  Mr.  Swan  and  Mr.  W.  Doig 

Gibb,  Newcastle,  five  trout,  71b.;    Mr.  Golding, 
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London,  three  trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  P.  Riddell  and  Mr. 
Cameron,  Armadale,  ten  trout,  101b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Rushworth  and  Mr.  Riley,  Colne,  four  trout, 
61b. ;  Mr.  Reith  andMr.  Sutherland,  Leith,  nine  trout, 
9lb.  8oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  Glasgow,  six  trout,  111b.  ; 
Mr.  McGugan,  Glasgow,  nine  trout,  91b,;  Mr.  Ferrie, 
Kirkintilloch,  six  trout,  91b. ;  Mr.  Bedell-Sivright, 
Edinburgh,  six  trout,  61b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Bramwell  and 
friend,  Newcastle,  three  trout,  51b.  The  National 
Angling  Club's  Competition  will  be  held  here  on 
Wednesday,  July  1. — R.  B.  Laing. 

Loch  Ness  (Poyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  May  20,  Mr.  Tilston 
killed  a  nice  salmon  weighing  lOJlb.  ;  on  the  21st, 
Mr.  Tilston's  boatman  had  one  of  91b. — S.  Tilston. 

Loch  Tay  (EiUin  Hotel). — On  May  12,  Mr. 
Walter  landed  a  salmon,  161b.  On  the  19th,  Mr. 
Haynes  one,  241b.  ;  Mr.  Price,  one,  181b.— H. 
J.  Knight 

Lyon  (Portingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
waters  on  May  11,  Mr.  Joseph  Williamson,  Longton, 
had  sixteen  trout  weighing  111b.  ;  on  the  17th,  Wm. 
Guild,  Newburgh,  had  twenty-three  trout  weighing 
G^lb.  ;  on  the  18th,  same  gentleman  had  twenty-five 
trout  weighing  101b.,  and  Mr.  Edwards,  Holyhead, 
had  fourteen  trout  weighing  61b.  ;  on  the  20th,  Wm. 
Guild,  Newburgh,  had  eight  nice  trout.  —  R. 
Stewabt. 

Naver   (BettyMll,   via   Thurso,    M".B.). — On 

May  16,  Dr.  Furner  landed  a  fine  salmon,  weighing 
181b.,  on  Beat  No.  2,  and  Mr.  Gill  two  salmon  and 
one  grilse  on  No.  1.  On  17th,  Dr.  Furner  caught 
a  grilse  on  No.  3.  On  18th,  Mr.  Gill  had  a  grilse  on 
No.  3.  On  19th,  Major  Burnell-Milnes  landed  a 
salmon  on  No.  2.  On  20th,  Major  Penniey,  Dal- 
vina  Lodge,  had  one  salmon  on  No.  2.  On  21st, 
Dr.  Lawson  landed  one  on  No.  3.  It  may  be 
mentioned  that  the  grilse  caught  by  Mr.  Gill  and 
Dr.  Furner  are  the  first  of  the  season  on  the  Naver. 
Tlie  net  fishings  at  the  estuary  are  improving, 
seven  or  eight  salmon  a  day  on  the  average. — B. 

North  of  Scotland.— As  anticipated  first-class 
sport  is  now  being  got  on  the  King's  and  the  Brae- 
mar  waters.  On  May  19  Mr.  Lemerite  had  one 
of  71b.,  on  May  20  four  of  61b.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  101b., 
and  on  May  21  one  of  91b.  On  the  Fife  Arms 
water  Mr.  Thomas  had  one  of  6}lb.,  and  Mr.  Gabriel 
one  of  6Jlb.  ;  on  May  23  one  of  12^1b.,  and 
on  May  24  one  of  101b.,  while  Mr.  Gabriel 
had  two  of  8Jlb.  and  7lb.  On  the  other  reaches 
very  fair  sport  is  being  had.  The  soft  rains  have 
brought  down  good  volumes  of  water.  On  the 
Aboyne  reaches  some  twenty-three  fish  were  creeled. 
On  the  Borrowstone,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.  Brocklehurst 
had  six  on  Monday,  scaling  from  61b.  to  71b.  On 
the  Banchory  some  good  baskets  have  been  made. 
On  the  Culter  water,  Mr.  Gordon  has  bagged  his 
twenty-third  fish  since  the  season  opened.  On  the 
Don  little  is  doing,  but  Mr.  Waist  is  making  grand 
baskets  of  trout  on  the  Lossie. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— General  Sir  Redvers 
Buller  has  left  for  the  south.  On  May  18,  Sir  John 
Ferguson-Davie,  Bart.,  landed  two  salmon  of  91b. 
and  111b.  On  19th,  Mr.  Henry  Ferguson-Davie 
caught  three  which  weighed  221b.,  201b.,  and  261b., 
which  made  an  average  of  about  231b.  each. 
Weather  improving. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Whit  Monday  anglers  did 
not  meet  with  much  sport  in  the  rivers,  though  a 
number  of  visitors  had  some  nice  yellow  trout  by 
fishing  the  lochs  of  Galloway  and  Ayrshire.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  the  conditioas  are  not  so  favourable 
for  the  fly  on  the  lochs.  There  has  been  a  much 
more  satisfactory  run  of  sea-trout  in  the  Solway, 
and  the  stake  nets  had  good  catches.  The  first 
grilse  was  caught  last  week.  In  a  part  only  of  the 
Burgh  of  Annan  fishings  in  tho  Solway  the  other 
morning  six  haafcrs  had  fifty  sea-trout  and  one 


salmon  at  a  tide,  whUe  their  co-haafmen  on  the 
English  side  of  the  channel  had  also  good  catches  of 
sea-trout.  A  fair  show  of  sea-trout  has  ascended 
the  Carlisle  Eden,  the  Border  Esk  and  the  Nith, 
but  very  few  appear  to  have  run  up  the  Annan. 
The  Annan. — Angling  has  been  very  disappointing, 
especially  on  the  lower  and  middle  reaches.  In  the 
higher  district  a  few  rods  were  out  with  worm  bait. 
Very  poor  sport  was  obtained  in  the  lower  waters. 
In  the  Dinwoodie  and  Wamphray  sections  some 
trout  were  caught  with  this  lure.  In  the  Moffatt 
and  Wamphray  waters  a  number  of  anglers  had 
fairly  good  creels  of  trout  with  the  creeper  last 
week-end.  Mr.  Thompson,  a  visitor,  and  Mr. 
Mathews  had  about  twenty  yellow  trout  with 
this  lure,  Mr.  Thorburn  had  also  a  few  trout 
on  Monday  with  the  fly  and  clear  water  worm.  The 
conditions  are  now  unfavourable  both  as  regards 
the  state  of  the  water  and  the  weather.  The  Dum- 
FBIES  Nith. — Little  is  doing  on  any  of  the  different 
stretches  of  this  river.  Sea-trout  are  making  a 
fair  show,  but  the  conditions  have  not  been 
favourable  for  fly.  A  few  trout  were  taken  in 
the  Closeburn  waters  on  Friday  evening  (May  20). 
The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Lochs. — Some  sport 
has  been  had  in  the  Carsphairn  district,  and 
a  few  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  on 
the  lochs  of  this  district.  The  rainfall  is  expected  to 
bring  the  rivers  into  better  condition.  The  Ayr- 
shire Lochs  and  Rivers. — Better  sport  is  now 
being  obtained  on  the  lochs.  Fishing  Loch  Doon, 
of  Dalmellington,  from  the  Eglington  Hotel  boat  on 
May  12,  Mr.  Wright  and  friend  had  20  trout.  Mr. 
Hunter  and  friends  54,  on  May  14.  On  May  21 
Mr.  Herbertson  and  friend  out  from  the  Eglington 
caught  44  yellow  trout.  Messrs.  Cook  and  friend 
took  39,  Mr.  Steedman  had  19.  Loch  Winnoch. 
— On  Saturday,  Mr.  Brown  caught  five  trout, 
heaviest,  lib.  4oz.  On  Monday  Mr.  H.  Neil,  had 
five,  which  weighed  21b.  4oz.  Mr.  D.  Hamilton 
landed  two  of  21b.  8oz.,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Robertson, 
a  brace  of  21b.  12oz. — Heathebbell. 

Tay. — The  river  Tay  is  now  getting  rather  small 
and  clear,  but  considering  the  season  of  the  year 
fair  sport  is  being  had,  especially  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Dunkeld.  Fishing  upper  Dunkeld  water 
on  May  19,  Mr.  Arthur  W.  Blyth  killed  one  salmon 
of  201b. ;  on  May  20,  Mr.  John  A.  Park  had  one  of 
15lb.  On  lower  Dunkeld  water,  Mr.  Blyth  landed  a 
salmon  of  171b.  on  May  18  ;  on  May  20,  one  of  371b., 
while  Mr.  Park  had  one  of  201b.  on  May  21,  and 
another  of  181b.  on  May  23.  Miss  Richardson,  fishing 
on  Stobhall  water  on  May  19,  landed  two  salmon  of 
191b,  and  141b.,  and  another  of  201b.  on  May  21, 
while  on  Loch  Tay  (Killin  preserved  water),  Mr. 
Walters,  on  May  12,  landed  a  salmon  of  161b.,  and 
on  May  19,  Mr.  Haynes,  one  of  241b.,  and  Mr.  C. 
Price,  one  of  181b.— A.  A. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Kivers. — 
The  rivers  have  been  in  good  order  lately,  but 
anglers  have  had  no  great  success.  Spring  trout 
fishing  seems  to  have  gone  without  much  being 
done,  while  salmon  fishing  also  has  been  disappoint- 
ing after  the  splendid  autumn  season  of  last  year. 
With  the  present  genial  weather,  evening  fishing  for 
trout  should  soon  be  yielding  good  sport.  On  the 
Teviot,  on  May  21,  Mr.  Henderson,  had  twelve 
nice  trout.  Salmon  have  been  very  scarce,  the  most 
of  them,  am  sorry  to  say,  are  showing  signs  of 
fungus  disease.  On  Floors  upper  water,  on  May  1 8, 
Mr.  R.  Hendry,  fisherman,  had  one  salmon  of  101b., 
and  on  the  lower  water,  Mr.  J.  Gibson,  fisherman, 
had  one  of  9lb.  On  the  Till,  Mr.  W.  Stoddart  and 
others  have  had  one  or  two.  Mr.  Cousins  and 
Mr.  Dickson,  London,  have  had  one  or  two 
nice  baskets  of  trout  mainly  with  creeper  and 
worm.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Bowhill  had  111b.  with 
worm.  A  good  few  pike  have  been  caught  during 
the  warm  weather,  the  heaviest  being  111b.,  caught 
at  Wooden  Dam. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Cold  easterly  winds 
and  bright  sunshine  prevailed  for  the  first  three 
days  of  the  week,  and  little  sport  weis  obtained  on 
any  of  the  tributaries  or  stretches  of  the  main  river. 
More  recently  milder  weather  with  showers  of  rain 
from  the  west  was  experienced,  and  trout  rose 
freely  to  natural  flies,  many  of  which  were  on  the 
surface  of  all  the  sections,  and  good  sport  was 
obtained.  The  recent  showers  caused  a  little  fresh 
water  to  come  into  the  tributaries,  and  in  conse- 
quence salmon  have  passed  over  the  weirs,  many 
of  wliich  are  now  resting  on  the  Kilrea  stretch. 
The  run  of  spring  fish  continues  coming  in 
from  the  sea,  and  a  large  proportion  got  safely 
into  the  river  on  May  21  and  22  while  the  nets  were 
off  and  the  cuts  open.  Messrs.  Horton  and  Ash- 
croft,  who  are  staying  at  the  Mercer's  Hotel,  caught 
eight  trout,  101b. ;  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland,  fifteen 
trout,  16Jlb;  and  John  and  Tom  Diomond,  fourteen 
trout,  201b.,  on  the  Kilrea  stretch ;  Mr.  A.  Meenan, 
six  trout,  81b.,  on  tho  Portglenone  section;  Mr.  George 


Andrews,  four  salmon,  11  Jib.,  12.yb.,  14|lb.,  and 
15|lb. ;  Tom  Graham,  seven  salmon,  101b.,  lUb., 
lUlb.,  12|lb.,  131b.,  14pb.,  and  IS.Jlb.  on  the 
Caronroe  reach.  The  prospect  of  sport  has  not 
been  so  good  on  this  river  for  many  years. — Daniel 
O'Kee. 

Belfast  and  District. — The  small  stream?, 
Glenavy,  Crumlin,  Clady,  etc.,  were  in  good  order 
in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  and  numerous  baskets 
of  small  trout  were  killed  on  the  fly.  The  dams  at 
Woodburn,  Marshallstown,  and  Stoneyford  are 
fishing  a  little  bit  better.  Up  to  date  ninety-one 
licences  have  been  taken  out,  A  number  of  city 
anglers  were  out  on  the  Braid,  Clough,  Maine,  and 
Sixmile  this  week,  but  did  little. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrovres  (co,  Donegal). — The  river  is  now 
running  rather  low.  Mr.  C.  J.  Singleton's  fisherman 
landed  several  salmon  during  the  past  week,  weigh- 
ing from  91b.  to  121b.  Trout  anglers  had  fair  sport. 
Rain  is  badly  needed  to  put  a  fresh  in  the  river 
now. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Bme  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — The  first 
salmon  taken  on  the  Erne  with  the  rod  was 
captured  by  Mr.  A.  V.  Mason,  a  beauty  of  171b. 
weight,  on  May  20,  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Sitwell  landed  the 
second  salmon  of  IS^lb.  on  May  21.  The  Rev.  Wm. 
Verner  landed  a  beautiful  salmon  of  16pb.  on 
May  23,  and  Mr.  W.  Sitwell  landed  a  grilse  of  41b. 
on  same  day.  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  landed  a  number  of 
fine  trout  during  the  past  week,  largest  31b.  Mr. 
A-  V.  Mason  caught  thirteen  trout  on  May  23  and 
May  24,  ranging  in  weight  from  |lb.  to  31b.,  most 
of  them  IJlb.  and  21b.  fish.  Sir  H.  B.  Robertson 
and  several  other  anglers  took  a  number  of  fine 
trout  on  the  Erne  during  the  past  week. — M. 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Galway  River. — Angling  on  the  river  has  again 
been  good.  The  following  is  the  catch  for  the 
week: — On  May  19,  Capt.  Steward,  four  salmon, 
491b. ;  Mr.  N.  P.  Cayley,  three,  371b. ;  Mr.  J.  Lydon, 
four,  571b.  ;  Dr.  Barrett,  one,  121b.  On  May  20, 
Mr.  N.  P.  Cayley,  one,  111b.  ;  Dr.  Cayley,  two,  301b. ; 
Dr.  Barrett,  one,  12^1b.  On  May  21,  Mr.  N.  P. 
Cayley,  two,  21^1b.  ;  Dr.  Barrett,  one,  131b.  On 
May  23,  Mr.  Arnold,  two,  32  Jib.  ;  Dr.  Barrett,  one, 
121b.;  Capt.  MacGowan,  four,  49ilb. ;  Mr.  N.  P. 
Cayley,  one,  9Jlb.  On  May  24,  Dr.  Barrett,  four, 
48ilb." ;  Mr.  N.  P.  Cayley,  ono,  41b.  ;  Mr.  P.  Boland, 
two,  181b.— W.  N.  Milne. 

Longh  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
On  the  17th  inst.  Mr.  Cowbum  had  two  salmon, 
9|lb.  and  11  Jib.,  Mr.  Jackson,  one,  1241b.,  and  J. 
Leary,  jun.,  fishing  for  Major  Cresswell,  one,  91b. 
Brown  trout  have  yielded  good  sport  on  many  days. 
On  one  day  Mr.  E.  B.  Tranfield  had  two  dozen 
weighing  121b ;  Mr.  O'Shea,  twenty-one,  lOJlb.; 
and  Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  seventeen,  101b.  On  the 
mountain  lakes  sport  has  been  pretty  good.  At 
time  of  writing  peal  and  sea-trout  are  arriving,  and 
prospects  much  improved. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  mask  (Clonbur). — Fishing  this  water 
from  Kilbride  Lodge  are  Dr.  Sykes,  Mr.  Hendle, 
and  Mr.  Slater.  They  are  having  fair  sport 
among  the  large  trout.  Owmg  to  calm  weather  the 
above  gentlemen  were  obliged  to  take  to  the  trolL 
Dr.  Sykes,  on  May  20,  killed  a  trout  of  61b. ;  on 
2l3t,  one,  91b.,  and  a  few  smaller  ones.  Mr.  Hendle, 
on  May  21,  got  one  of  61b.  Mr.  Slater  caught  one 
trout  of  61b.  and  a  few  nice  ones  on  the  fly,  and  a 
beautiful  gillaroo  of  41b.  It  will  be  a  late  season, 
as  there  are  very  few  May  Flies  out  yet.  Weather 
fine  and  mild  when  writing  (May  22). — P.  S. 

Lough  nielvin.  — The  following  are  the  particu- 
lars of  sport  on  the  lake  during  the  past  week  : — Mr. 
Simonds,  one  salmon,  9ilb.,  and  one  grdse,  41b. ; 
Mr.  Kenyon,  one  salmon,  111b.,  and  one  grilse,  35lb. ; 
Dr.  Crossley,  one  salmon,  101b.  ;  General  Jackson, 
one  salmon,  9|^lb. ;  Dr.  Crossley,  one  salmon,  lUb. ; 
Dr.  Beveridge,  one  salmon,  91b. ;  Mr.  Isherwood, 
one  trout  (Salmo  ferox),  8|lb.  ;  Mr.  ConoUy,  one 
salmon,  121b. ;  Mr.  G.  Hunt,  one  grilse,  51b.,  and  a 
brown  trout,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  C.  Gillespie,  one  salmon, 
81b. ;  and  Mr.  P.  Wren,  one  trout  {Salmo  ferox),  olb. 
Trouting  was  not  good  owing  to  the  weather  being 
rather  cold  during  the  past  week,  yet  many  baskets 
of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout  were  taken  by  the 
anglers  out. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Monme  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tjrrone).— 
The  Mourne  profited  by  the  recent  rains.  On 
May  21,  Mr.  A.  J.  Collins,  fishing  the  Ardstraw 
reaches,  killed  eleven  trout,  heaviest  21b.,  and  five 
averaging  lib.  each. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  on  the  Moy 
during  the  week  was  fair.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  got 
good  sport,  killing  six  large  fish  on  the  upper 
reaches ;  there  was  one  got  on  the  lower  reaches. 
Good  sport  should  be  had  as  soon  as  the  grilse 
come  in.  Lough  Conn  fished  fairly  well,  several 
fish  being  taken  on  fly  and  minnow;  trout  are 
rising  badly  to  the  fly,  but  some  good  trout  were 
got  on  the  minnow  and  some  good  pike. — John 
Devehs. 
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OGDEN  &  SGOTFORD, 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 


The  Multum  in  Parvo  Trout  Rod,  9  to  12  ft.,  21/-. 


3pi 


The  Pepfeetion  Built  Cane  Multum  in  Parvo  Rod,  lock  joints,  cork  grip,  42/-- 


n-r  ra.i.  .hjij  iCiTHi^^fa-'JjmT-ri-t-T-ri-»-j»i 

rrrm  ,rrn  rfiirri-H3FT-i.i  .  ,  i  i  i  ■■  i. 

'  1  • — ..<jv.i        .■  .i.i.i.>J-i.L,»i^x; 

 '         '■'^  •■ 

i^^.T-ri-  n-r  1         1  1 

;;^r ,  ■ :  .  -  w|-           I  ■,  —  i-T 

|-^.-)-,-^-..-,H-M-1lj«-Tai 

'  1  M  III  1  M 

Built  Cane,  3  joints,  2  tops,  highest  grade  and  finish 
With  top  case  and  landing  handle  complete 


MAY  FMES. 

The  six  best  patterns  in  Great  Britain  are  the 
"Polar,"  the  "Kennet,"  the  "Aguetas"  (2  patterns), 
and  the  Spent  "Ideals." 


£3  3b. 
£3  IOb. 


THE  NEW 

IDEAL"   MAY  FLY 

(Protected). 

ADVANTAOES : 

While  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  detached  bodies  are 
more  natural  than  those  worked  on  the  shanlc  of  the  hoolt, 
there  has  always  been  the  difficulty  of  Betting  the  detached 
bodies  made  of  materials  soft  enough  so  as  not  to  interfere 
with  the  hooking  of  a  fish.  This,  however,  has  been  entirely 
overcome  by  the  invention  of  our  "  Ideal  "  May  Fly,  and  the 
following  are  some  of  the  advantages  claimed  for  it  :— 

It  is  the  most  natural  Fly  ever  produced  in  form,  coloiir, 
and  size. 

It  is  practically  nnsinkable. 

It  does  not  take  half  the  drying  of  any  other  May  Fly,  and 
this  alone  should  be  a  great  recommendation. 

It  always  falls  cocked,  the  right  way  up. 

When  on  the  water  the  position  of  the  hook  is  such  that  a 
fish  rising  at  the  fly  must  get  hooked. 

The  body,  being  as  soft  as  the  natural  fly,  cannot  he  the 
means  of  the  fly  being  knocked  forward  when  a  fish  rises  at 
it,  as  is  the  case  with  other  flies  made  of  harder  substances. 

Price    perdoz.  5/- 

With  Summer  Duck  or  Egryptlan  Goose-Wing  „  6/- 
Floating  Trout  Flies  (a  large  variety  in  stock)      „  2/. 


LUDLOW. 


The  best  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
Country  can  be  obtained  in  this  district, 
on  the  Teme,  Ony,  and  other  noted 
streams,  together  with  first-class  accom- 
modation, by  a^jplying  to  Hubert 
Watkins,  7,  Corve  Street,  Ludlow. 


FISHING  BAGS. 

250  Government  Waterproof  Bags,  16  x 
14,  with  straps,  slightly  used,  2/6  each, 
or  9  for  20/-,  post  free.  Original  cost, 
15/-  each.  Money  returned  if  not 
approved.  1,000  sold  four  years  ago: 
unable  to  get  any  since. — W.  Boswbll, 
London  Street,  Norwich.  One  Fishing 
Club  here  took  one  for  every  member. 


SUA.  FXSBXZS'O. 

Advertiser  has  a  large  Ship's  Lifeboat 
lying  at  Newhaven,  Sussex,  and  requires 
three  gentlemen  to  join  him  at  £5  each 
for  the  season,  for  week-end  fishing  or 
any  other  day  they  may  require  it. 
Good  hotel  accommodation. 

Apply,  CoppARD  &  Co.,  10,  Coal  Ex- 
change, Lower  Thames  Street,  E.G. 


THE 

Indian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRIGHTEST,  SMARTEST,  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

ClBOULATES  THROUOHOlrT  INDIA,  CBTLON, 
BURMAH,  ARD  A88AU. 

Tha  Only  lUnstrated  Sporting  Paper  in  the  Eait 

Covers  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con 
tains  the  latest  Home  Sp3rtlng  News. 

FORMS  A  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOR  SPORTING  GOODS,  <fco. 

Published  every  Sunday.   Subscription  188.  pet 
annum.   Single  copies,  6d.,  post  free,  Id. 

Printed  and  Publlihed  at  TniE3  of  India  Press. 
Bombay. 

London  Ottice :  11,  WhitofriarsSt.,  Fleet  Wt ,  E.C. 


Now  Ready.     Pocket  size,  cloth  extra,  2s.  net. 

MINIATURE  RIFLE  SHOOTING. 

By  L.  R.  TIPPINS 
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SPECIMEN  OF  ILLUSTRATIONS 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited, 
St.  Ddnstan'b  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.G. 


SGRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

ONE  SHILLING  HONTHLT. 
CONTENTS  of  No.  209.   VOL.  XXXV. 


MAY,  1904. 


Frontispiece— Drawing  to  accompany  "The 
Soldier  of  the  Valley."   A.  B.  Frost. 

The    Yellowstone    National  Park. 

Arnold  Haouk.  Illustrations  in  colour 
by  Dwight  L.  Elmendorf. 

The  Undercurrent.  Robert  Grant. 
Chapters  XIII-XV.  (To  be  continued. 
Illustration  by  V.  C.  Yohn. 

The  Eagles  of  the  Harbour.  Albert 
BioBLOW  Paine.  Illustrations  by  Edwin 
B.  Child. 

Varick's  Lady  O'  Dreams.  Elizabeth 
Jordan.   Illustration  by  F.  V.  DuMond. 

The  Soldier  of  the  Valley.  Nelson 
LLorD.  Chapters  I-IV.  {To  be  continxied.) 
Illustrations  by  A.  B.  Frost. 

A  Confession.  Poem.  Marguerite  Mer- 

INOION. 

The  War  of  1812.  Captain  A.  T.  Uahan, 
U.S.N.  V. — Naval  Actions:  "Wasp"  and 
"Frolic";  "United  States"  and  "Mace- 
donian." Illustrations  by  Henry  Beuterdahl 
and  Carlton  T.  Chapman. 

For  the  Faith.  H.  G.  Dwight.  Illustra- 
tion by  Sydney  Adamson. 

A  Gloucester  Skipper's  Song.  Poem. 
James  B.  Connolly. 

The  American  Garden.  George  W. 
Cable. 

"The  Spirit  of  the  Pines."  Frances 
R.  Sterkett.  Illustrations  by  C.  Allan 
Gilbert. 

The  Point  of  View.  BITTERNESS  AND 
IMMORTALITY— "TONNAGE"  IN  THE 
PROFESSIONS. 

The  Field  of  Art  NOTES  ON  WHISTLER. 
(Kenyon  Cox,  Frank  Fowler,  Harper 
Pennington.) 


LONDON : 

SAMPSON  LOW,MARSTON&C0.\ieANY,  Ltd. 
St.  Dunstan'8  Botise, 
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Moy,  Loaghs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Summer  weather  here  for  the  most  of  the 
past  week,  and  fair  sport  was  obtained.  Mr.  E.  P. 
Stow,  two  sahnon,  121b.,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Simpson,  01b. 
lOilb.,  131b.,  161b.;  Mr.  Mack,  two  salmon,  111b., 
12|lb.  ;  Mr.  Scroope,  four  salmon,  16^1b.,121b.,  lllb., 
91b.;  two  grilse,  41  b.,  61b.;  Mr.  Black,  two  grilse, 
3ilb.,  51b.  ;  Mr,  C.  Baxter,  three  grilse,  41b.,  ojlb., 
61b.;  Capt.  Barter,  4  grilse,  51b.,  51b.,  61b.,  6Jlb  ; 
Mr.  Wilson,  three  salmon,  101b.,  121b.,  141b. ;  Mr. 
Berry  and  friend  had  some  good  trout  on  the 
loughs.  Mr.  Wallace,  Mr.  King,  Mr.  .Jones,  Mr. 
Swaine  also  had  some  nice  trout,  Mr.  Fox  had  four 
jack,  161b.,  181b.,  141b.,  221b.  ;  Loughs  Talt  and 
Callow  also  fished  well. — Pat.  Heaknes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  weather  has 
been  very  fine  during  the  week  with  the  exception 
of  one  day.  Water  in  very  nice  order,  and  sport 
has  shown  considerable  improvement.  OnDoonass, 
Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed  five  salmon,  181b.,  161b., 
lo^lb.,  13ilb.,  and  411b. ;  the  latter  was  a  beautiful 
fresh-run  fish  measuring  45Ln.  in  length,  and  21^in. 
in  girth.  On  Hermitage,  from  May  1  to  19,  Lord 
Massj'  killed  four  salmon,  lllb.,  lllb.,  231b.,  and 
371b.  On  Xewgarden,  Mr.  A.  J.  Coppinger  killed 
five  salmon,  131b.,  141b.,  13ilb.,  141b.,  and  121b. 
On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  two 
salmon,  131b.  and  141b.;  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley,  two 
salmon,  211b.  and  261b.;  Miss  J.  M.  Wheatley,  two 
salmon,  101b.  and  221b.  On  the  Summerhill 
fishery,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley  killed  five  salmon, 
91b.,  1141b.,  15ilb.,  171b.,  and  161b.  On  the 
Worldsend  fishery  Mr,  E.  T.  Ingham  killed 
one  salmon,  15  Jib.,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley  two  salmon, 
131b.  and  14Jlb.,  Capt.  J.  Bayly  one  salmon,  10|lb. 
On  Prospect  Mr.  H.  J.  Tennant,  M.P.,  killed  one 
salmon,  161b.  On  Woodlands  Mr.  G,  W.  Greenhill 
killed  five  salmon,  281b.,  141b.,  171b.,  91b..  301b. 
On  Erinagh  Mr.  A.  Mackey's  fishermen  killed  one 
salmon,  241b. — John  Enbight  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — 
A  few  rods  have  fared  pretty  well — Mr.  Arthur  P. 
Thomley,  Mr.  Joseph  T.  Malpass,  and  Mr.  Button 
(who  killed  six  brown  trout,  12^1b.,  largest  2^lh.). 
Mr.  Malpass'  largest  trout,  51b,  Mr.  Wood  and 
friend  got  on  two  successive  days  seven  trout  each 
day,  the  bag  on  May  24  being  141b.  This  week  Sir 
Montague  Chapman  and  Lady  Chapman  have  had 
some  really  good  sport  among  the  salmon.  Her 
Ladyship  got  four  fine  fish,  241b.,  15lb.,  121b.,  and 
101b.  The  Baronet,  three,  241b.,  161b  ,  and  131b. 
Lower  down  the  stream  a  fish  of  44^1b.  was  also 
taken. — S.  J.  Htjbley.  t| 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (Mnllingar). — 
A  most  disappointing  week:  fish  persistently  refused 
to  rise,  and  the  Green  Drake  has  been  unusually  late 
in  coming  to  the  surface  this  season.  Although 
occasional  flies  rose  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last, 
they  did  not  appear  in  any  appreciable  number 
until  May  22.  Still  hardly  any  sport  was  obtained. 
On  Monday  they  appeared,  if  anything,  to  be  fewer 
in  number,  and  the  trout  were  entirely  disinclined 
to  come  after  them,  and  so  very  light  ba-skets  were 
the  order  of  the  day.  A  heavy  fall  of  rain  took 
place  on  May  23,  and  this  is  likely  to  improve 
matters.  There  is  a  large  number  of  tourist  anglers 
here  for  the  dapping,  several  of  them  for  over  a 
week,  but  it  has  not  as  yet  commenced  in  reality. — 
T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytanx  (May  21). — On  Wednesday  last  the 
Colonel  had  rather  a  nice  four  hours'  afternoon  aport 
at  the  Stockalper  above  Vouvry.  The  day  was 
warm,  and  the  Ma}'  Flies  came  down  in  strong 
detachments,  particularly  between  5  and,6  o'clock, 
being  well  taken,  but  there  were  also  some  good 
rises  to  the  Soldier  Palmer,  a  large  Olive,  and  a 
March  Brown,  as  well  as  to  Half  ord's  Green  Champion 
Drake.  Thunder  brought  on  a  wet  evening.  The 
damp  "bike"  ride  of  about  three  miles  to  Aigle 
was,  however,  compensated  for  by  some  half-a-dozen 
sturdy  trout  of  from  lOin,  to  12in.  in  the  basket. 
The  water  waa  rather  coloured,  still  the  native 
worm-fishers  met  with  had  got  nothing.  Since  then 
the  days  have  been  charming  for  May  Flyfishing. — 
Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Balliuskelliga. — Good  sport  is  now  being  had  at 
pollack.  On  May  19  four  anglers  caught  twenty- 
eight  in  about  five  hours,  and  another  party  of  four 
got  thirty  on  May  20.  Out  for  two  hours  on  one 
evening  two  anglers  got  seventeen. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — The  weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired 
during  the  Whitsuntide  holidnys,  and  the  town  was 
fjuito  gay  with  visitors.  A  few  angling  gentlemen 
put  in  an  appearance,  together,  with  "  Dragnet." 
On  May  22,  Measrs.  Day  and  Keen,  fishing  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  S.  W.  buoy,  took  forty -five  dogfish  and 
fifteen  whiting,  total, weight,  1351b.  On  23rd,  thosame 
two  gentlemen,  with  Mr.  King,  took  twenty-five  dog- 
fi.sh  and  nine  whiting,  total  weight  751b.    May  25. — 


Wind  S.W. ;  bright  and  blue  sky.  Messrs.  Wood  and 
Fitz  Stubbs  two  score  dogfish  (some  of  these  were 
very  large),  one  dab,  one  score  whiting,  and  several 
whitings'  heads,  which  shows  that  good  sport  would 
be  obtained  if  there  were  not  quite  so  many  "  dogs  " 
about.  The  tides  for  this  week  and  part  of  next 
run  very  strong,  and  should  any  gentleman  wish  to 
try  his  luck^with  this  kind  of  sport,  I  should  advise 
him  to  bring  good  tackle  and  long  trace  with,  at 
least,  half-a-dozen  hooks  on  same,  also  fresh 
mackerel  and  herring  well  packed  in  ice,  as  we 
cannot  depend  upon  getting  this  kind  of  bait  yet. — 
Edwd.  Hanger,  Agent  B.S.A.S.,  Napier,  Beach- 
street. 

Powey  (Cornwall). — The  fishing  lias  greatly 
improved  of  late.  Boat  anglers  are  catching  fine 
pollack  and  mackerel  outside  the  harbour,  and 
small  pollack,  etc.,  inside  the  harbour. — H. 

Penzance. — The  Whitsun  holidays  have  proved 
very  disappointing  to  all  who  take  to  the  sea  for 
their  health  and  pleasure.  Monday,  strong  S.W. 
wind  with  heavy  rain  and  mist,  and  Tuesday  the 
same  conditions  prevailed.  On  May  25  the  weather 
is  very  fine.  A  nice  breeze  blowing  and  sea  fine, 
several  boats  have  gone  out  to  try  their  luck  at 
ground  fishing.  Rod  fishing  from  piers  finds 
followers  in  spite  of  rain  and  wind,  but  sport  is  only 
light,  whiffing.  Sport  moderate  ;  no  doubt  this 
branch  of  sport  will  give  better  reports  should  fine 
weather  continue. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — The  weather  has  not  been  very  nice 
for  fishing  either  on  shore  or  afloat.  The  pollack 
are  taking  now  at  all  parts  of  the  Sound,  and  some 
very  fine  ones  have  been  caught.  I  saw  a  nice 
basket  last  evening  with  some  8-pounders  and 
several  of  61b.  and  71b.  amongst  them.  At  the  rocks 
under  Eastern  King  Battery  they  are  taking  a  lot 
of  pollack  about  lib.  to  21b..  and  they  show  a  lot  of 
play  on  a  fly  rod,  using  the  White  Fly  for  bait  and 
casting  just  like  fly  fishing  for  trout.  The  bass  are 
still  plentiful  at  Cattewater,  and  the  Laira  Bridge 
seems  a  good  place  for  them.  Squid  and  pilchard 
the  best  natural  bait,  and  the  india-rubbber  sand- 
eel  and  Challenger  the  best  artificial. — William 
Heabdeb  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate. — The  weather  did  not  help  anglers 
this  week.  Severarboats  were  out,  the  best  takes 
consisting  of  dabs.  Pouting  are  numerous  but 
small.  Two  or  three  ba=s  have  been  taken  from  the 
Iron  Pier,  and  from  the  West,  dabs  and  pouting. 
Wind  south-east,  and  looking  generally  more 
settled. — Grey  Mctllett. 


Jlssocittjions,  etc. 

Bbiny  Anglebs'  Association. 
During  the  last  fortnight  some  excellent  bags  of 
fish  have  been  weighed  in  from  Leigh,  Deal,  New- 
haven,  Brighton,  and  Littlehampton.  Secretaries 
and  others  who  are  making  up  parties  for  our 
annual  competition  at  Littlehampton  on  J une  5  are 
requested  to  let  us  know  as  early  as  possible  so  that 
compartments  may  be  reserved  for  them.  The 
train  will  start  from  London  Bridge  at  8.5  a.m., 
calling  at  Peckham  Rye  8.13,  Sutton  8.37,  Epsom 
Town  8.49,  West  Croydon  9  ;  returning  from  Little- 
hampton 6.22  p.m. — Hon.  Sec. 

Geeenwich  Angling  Society. 
Our  annual  dinner  took  place  at  the  club-house, 
the  Mitre  Hotel,  Greenwich,  on  May  18,  our  president 
Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett  in  the  chair,  supported  by 
Messrs.  W.  Marshall,  T.  J.  Church,  G.  Yoimg,  J. 
Dupere,  and  Prescott  Clay.  About  forty  members 
and  friends  were  present,  and  an  excellent  repast 
was  provided  by  Mr.  F.  Neary,  the  proprietor. 
After  the  usual  loyal  toasts  and  "  Continued  Success 
to  the  Society,"  the  secretary  read  the  names  of 
prize  winners  for  last  season,  and  took  the  names 
of  prize  donors  for  next.  During  the  evening  the 
chairman  made  a  presentation  on  behalf  of  the 
society  to  the  secretary  of  a  cheque  for  services 
rendered  during  the  time  he  has  held  the  office.  The 
secretary  thanked  the  members  for  their  kindness, 
and  mentioned  that  the  club  started  twenty-one 
years  ago  in  a  very  small  way,  that  th-^y  now 
mustered  nearly  one  hundred  members,  had  a  good 
library,  some  good  specimen  stuffed  fish,  birds,  etc., 
and  a  very  fine  otter  (the  present  of  Mr.T.  J.  Church), 
also  cash  in  hand  and  post  office  of  £40.  The  musical 
arrangements  were  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Walter 
Hengler.  A  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  the 
company  breaking  up  very  late  and  concluding 
with  the  National  Anthem. — Hon.  Sec. 

Walton-on-Thames  Angling  Association. 
The  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  was 
held  at  the  Anglers'  Hotel,  Walton,  on  May  19.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Frank  Holme  Sumner,  and 
the  vice  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Aldorson.  A  capital  dinner 
was  served  quickly  and  well,  and  the  Hon.  Sec.  Mr. 
George  Edmonds'  arrangonionts  for  tho  after  pro- 


ceedings were  admirable.  Tho  silver  cup  presented 
to  tho  association  by  Mr.  Wm.  Keswick,  M.P.,  waa 
christened.  Mr.  W.  J.  Briggs  (of  the  Weybridge  A.S.) 
replied  for  the  visitors.  "The  prizes  won  during  the 
p>ist  season  will  be  presented,  later.  Various  new 
prizfis  for  next  season  were  announced,  and  the  club 
is  in  a  most  prosperous  condition. — H.  C.  Alpe. 


SUSSEX  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 


On  May  18  the  members  and  friends  of  the  above 
society  assembled  at  Booth's  Restaurant,  "the 
very  Mecca  in  Brighton  of  the  epicurean,"  to 
celebrate  their  annual  dinner.  The  chair  was 
occupied  by  the  Mayor  of  Brighton,  who  was  sup- 
ported by  a  large  and  influential  company.  Amongst 
those  present  were  the  Mayoress,  the  Rev.  E.  Riley, 
the  Rev.  R.  F.  Moody,  Mr.  F.  J.  Beves,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  F.  Booth,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  M.  Booth,  Mr. 
F.  W.  Cook,  Mr.  Colman,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  H.  W.  Char- 
rington,  Miss  Charrington,  Mr,  J.  Glover,  Mrs. 
Glover,  Mr.  G.  A.  Goord,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  F. 
Gillam,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton,  Mr.  V.  and  Mrs. 
Ives,  Mr.  J.  S.  Lee,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kemp,  Mr.  J.  S. 
and  Mrs.  Port,  Miss  Russell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  Snell, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  J.  Saunders,  and  Dr.  Williams,  etc. 

The  musical  part  of  the  proceedings  waa  sustained 
by  the  singing  of  Mr.  Frank  Kemp  and  Mr.  G.  A. 
Goord,  with  Mrs.  Kemp  at  the  piano,  while  recita- 
tions were  delivered  in  capital  style  by  Dr.  Hamilton 
and  Mr.  A.  T.  Colman. 

The  dinner  was  admirably  served  and  highly 
appreciated ;  whilst  the  dinner  card  was  undoubtedly 
a  work  of  art. 

The  room  was  handsomely  decorated,  a  con- 
spicuous ornament  of  the  room  being  a  challenge 
shield  of  carved  oak,  on  ebony  stand  with  silver 
mounts,  which  had  been  given  to  the  society  by  a 
few  subscribers  as  a  prize  for  the  best  fish  caught  in 
the  society's  waters  under  club  rules.  This  shield 
the  mayor  formally  handed  over  to  the  club.  The 
mayor  also  drew  attention  to  the  handsome  cup  on 
the  table  before  him,  won  by  Mr.  Gillam  at  the  Sea 
Angling  Festival. 

In  a  very  amusing  speech  the  mayor  spoke  with 
admiration  of  the  sportsmanlike  character  of  the 
society,  and  the  entire  absence  of  anything  like 
"  pot -hunting."  The  society  existed  for  sport  in  the 
true  sense,  and  flourished  exceedingly.  The  mayor 
submitted  its  health. 

The  hon.  sec,  Mr.  W.  C.  F.  Gillam,  in  acknow- 
ledging the  toast,  expatiated  on  the  merits  of  the 
society's  water  at  Pond  Lye  as  one  of  the  best  pieces 
of  fishing  water  in  Sussex,!  and  told  how,  as  the 
result  of  a  considerable  expenditure  of  money,  tho 
society  had  provided  a  most  convenient  fishing  stage 
and  boat-house.  They  were  still  determined  to  carry 
out  their  pet  scheme  of  making  a  good  trout-fly 
water  at  Horsted  Keynes,  in  spite  of  past  hindrances ; 
by  now  they  had  some  fine  trout  ready  to  turn  into  it. 

Mr.  W.F.  Booth  proposed  "The  Riparian  Owners." 
He  was  anxious  to  explain  how  he  fell  into  the  water 
and  caught  a  cold  that  was  still  obvious  in  his  voice. 
He  put  it  down  to  fishing  with  too  big  a  lob-worm  ; 
if  a  man  will  fish  with  a  lob-worm  of  this  size — ■ 
well,  he  must  expect  to  get  pulled  in.  And  Mr. 
Booth  produced  a  "worm"  about  three  feet  long 
and  some  inches  thick.  There  was  not  a  man  in  the 
room  bold  enough  to  say  that  that  "  worm  "  looked 
like  an  eel.  As  to  the  Riparian  Owners,  they  were 
creatures  very  difficult  to  get  to  feed.  He  had  sent 
out  "lines"  in  every  direction  for  the  dinner,  and 
had  only  succeeded  in  hooking  one  for  their  dinner 
in  the;  person  of  their  amiable  chaplain.  It  waa 
a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  they  had  never 
had  one  complaint  from  any  of  the  riparian  owners 
who  gave  their  members  the  privilege  of  fishing  in 
their  waters,  and  the  society  could  say  that  they 
put  into  their  waters  many  hundreds  more  fish  than 
they  were  ever  likely  to  get  out.  Mr.  Booth  was 
full  of  cordial  gratitude  for  the  kindnesses  of  these 
owners  to  the  society,  andhe  enumerated  the  generous 
deeds  of  Mr.  L.  Brietmayer,  Mr.  W.  L.  Christie,  Mr. 
C.  E.  Kempe,  Mr.  R.  A.Bevan,Rear-AdmiraltheHon. 
T.  S.  Brand,  Mr.  R.  J.  Streatfeild,  Sir  Merrik 
Burrell,  and  Mr.  Maryon  Wilson,  all  of  them  having 
extended  to  the  society  valuable  privileges. 

The  Rev.  E.  Riley  (the  society's  chaplain)  told 
how  he  saw  the  sea  serpent.  It  came  about  one 
day,  when,  on  a  disabled  boat  somewhere  off  the 
Windward  Islands,  he  W£i3  fishing  for  shark.  Why 
he  was  fishing  for  shark  he  did  not  say,  but  he  did 
talk  about  the  bait,  some  2lb.  of  pork,  for  ^if  he 
caught  nothing,  they  had  only  that  pork  to  dine 
upon.  It  was  then  that  the  sea  serpent  came  and 
looked  at  him.  The  serpent  appeared  to  be  150 
feet  long — say,  147  feet  for  accuracy's  sake.  He 
promptly  pulled  in  his  bait,  to  save  his  bacon, 
or  his  pork,  for  he  knew  that  he  could  never 
hook  a  monster  like  that,  and  the  creature  dis- 
appeared. Mr.  Riley  also  told  how,  stranded^with  a 
boat's  crew  of  six  men  on  a  sand-spit,  their  only 
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other  food  a  box  of  preserved  sheop  tongues  and 
some  cocoanuts,  he  kept  the  party  in  fish  for  six 
weeks  with  a  single  line  and  hook.  To  prove  the 
tale,  "here's  the  hook."  So  he  handed  round  a 
gorgeous  specimen  of  a  fishing  hook,  big  enough  for 
a  boat-hook,  made  of  tortoiseshell  and  mother-o'- 
pearl,  and  ornamented  with  beads.  "  I  have  caught 
a  good  many  of  my  fish,"  averred  Mr.  Riley,  "  grow- 
ing on  trees.' '  The  fact  was  that  in  mango-swamps 
the  oysters  attached  themselves  to  the  stems  of  the 
trees,  and  grew  there.  Mr.  Riley's  marvellous  ex- 
ploits in  catching  trout  in  Ireland^  on  his  recent 
holiday  also  kept  the  company  in  high  good 
humour. 

Proposing  "  The  Officers  and  Committee,"  the 
Rev.  R.  F.  Moody  gave  a  cheery  account  of  the 
labours  of  these  gentlemen  in  clearing  out  a  pond. 
They  were  officers  of  whom  the  society  should  be 
proud.  In  responding,  Mr.  H.  W.  Charrington  said 
that  the  success  of  the  society  was  due  mainly  to 
the  work  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth  and  of  the  hon.  sec. 
Mr.  Booth  was  heart  and  soul  with  them,  and  for 
this  season  had  been  instrumental  in  obtaining  for 
them  several  additional  miles  of  fine  trout  fishing. 
Mr.  J.  S.  Lee  proposed  the  health  of  the  Mayor  and 
Mayoress,  with  some  well-turned  allusions  to  the 
many  good  qualities  of  Alderman  and  Mrs.  Marx. 
Mr.  E.  Snell  took  upon  himself  the  toast  of  "  The 
Ladies  and  the  Visitors,"  and  acquitted  himself 
gallantly.  Mr.  F.  J.  Beves  answered  for  the  ladies, 
and  Mr.  J.  Glover  for  the  visitors.  Mr.  Glover 
observed  duly  that  he  found  that  one  must  have 
many  accomplishments  to  be  a  fisherman ;  one 
must  have  much  patience,  much  faith,  and  a 
retentive  memory,  with  elasticity  of  mind  and  vivid 
imagination.  He  found  the  club  a  capital  sporting 
club,  and  one  promoting  the  best  of  good  fellow- 
ship.— Hon.  Sec. 


^offings  bp  f^c  ^ag. 

"  We  may  give  good  advice,  but  we  cannot  give 
good  conduct.'''' — Rochefoucauld. 


Me.  G.  H.  Poi.den  landed  a  451b.  salmon  in  the 
Bisterne  water  of  the  Avon  (netir  Ringwood)  on 
May  20.  The  fish  was  50in.  in  length,  with  a  girth 
of  26in.  Bait,  a  gudgeon.  The  fish  was  gaffed, 
after  about  twenty  minutes'  play,  by  a  lad. 


As  customary  at  Whitsuntide,  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorial  Society  held  no  meeting  on  Tuesday  last. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  medals,  etc.,  presented  at 
the  meeting  on  the  previous  Tuesday : — Mr.  J. 
Warne,  large  silver  medal  of  the  society,  for  pike 
of  301b.,  also  for  roach  of  lib.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  C.  Salis- 
bury, for  carp  of  51b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs,  for 
golden  bream  of  41b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  for  dace 
of  12|oz. ;  Mr.  C.  Haynes,  competition  medal  for 
three  best  roach  ;  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox,  the  same,  for  three 
best  chub ;  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  taking  a  similar  medal 
for  three  best  dace.  Besides  the  foregoing,  there 
was  also  presented  to  Mr.  W.  Begernie  a  fine  sea 
rod,  the  gift  of  Mr.  W.  L.  Wichtendahl,  awarded  as 
a  piize  for  best  three  fish  caua;ht  in  sea  fishing  com- 
petition at  Leigh  on  May  10.  The  hon.  secretary 
will  be  glad  to  receive  at  once  particulars  as  to 
privilege  tickets  required,  whether  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion or  Central,  so  that  application  may  be  made 
accordingly. 


The  fifth  annual  dinner  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion takes  place  at  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Aldersgate- 
street,  E.C.,  on  Monday,  May  30,  when  Mr.  P.  Geen 
will  preside.  The  challenge  shield  will  then  be 
presented  to  the  Ealing  Angling  Society,  and  the 
other  awards  of  the  association  in  connection  with 
it  distributed. 


Mv  good  "Subscriber  from  the  first,"  how  old 
are  you  now  ?  Send  on  Is.  2d.  in  stamps  to  the 
Fixhinq  Gazette  and  you  shall  receive  a  book  on 
"  Angling  and  How  to  Angle  "  that  will  set  your 
mind  at  rest  on  many  of  the  questions  you  have 
asked.  How  can  I  tell  you  what  the  length  of  a 
"  fish  "  should  be  at,  say,  from  one  year  to  ten 
years  old.  What  fish — turbot,  roach,  pike,  bass  or 
trout  ?  I  could  give  you  an  idea  of  the  approximate 
number  of  "eggs"  in  a  301b.  salmon,  but  that  does 
not  interest  you.  I  should  not  count  them  myself, 
unless  I  had  a  good  long  holiday  ;  but  could  find  it 
for  you  from  a  good  old  book  on  "Statistics." 
Here  is  a  bit  to  go  on  with: — "The  largest  san- 
spot  of  recent  years  was  3,530,000,000  square  miles 
in  area — that  was  to  say,  it  was  seventy-two  times 
as  large  as  the  world."  Now,  my  good  boy  (or 
man),  don't  bo  bashful  ;  send  me  a  nice,  plump 
trout — from  the  Thames  will  do — and  I  will  let  you 
know  the  exact  number  of  spots  on  it. 


I  SAID  last  week  that  further  reference  would  be 
made  to  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Highbury  Anglers. 
It  appears  on  page  359. 


We  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  late  of  "  ambi- 
dexterity," and  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
the  practice  of  using  both  hands.  Now  I  read  that 
"most  men  are  stronger  in  one  limb  than  in  the 
fellow  one.  Tt  has  been  ascertained  that  over  50 
per  cent,  of  mankind  examined  have  the  right  arm 
stronger  than  the  left ;  16  "4  per  cent,  have  the  two 
arms  of  equal  length  and  strength ;  and  32'7  per 
cent,  have  the  left  arm  stronger  than  the  right.  Of 
women,  46'9  per  cent,  have  the  right  arm  stronger 
than  the  left ;  24*5  per  cent,  have  the  left  stronger 
than  the  right.  In  order  to  arrive  at  the  average 
length  of  limbs  50  skeletons  were  once  measured, 
25  of  each  sex.  qI  these  23  had  the  right  arm  and 
left  leg  longer,  six  the  left  arm  and  right  leg,  while 
in  17  cases  all  the  members  were  more  or  less  equal 
in  length." 


W'y  de  Fish  Don'  Bite. 

Hit's  mighty  ha'd  ter  splane  w'y  de  fish  don't  bite, 
W'en  dis  niggah's  ben  er  fishing  wif  his  tackle 
jes  right ; 

W'en  er  ripple's  on  de  watah  an'  de  win'  am  in 
de  west. 

En  he  done  know  how  ter  ketch  'em  erlong  with 
all  de  best. 

Sing  O  MLss  Mandy! 

Ef  hit  aint  in  de  rod,  er  de  reel,  er  in  de  line. 
Case  de  boat's  too  big,  er  de  hook  it  am  too  fine  ; 
Er  de  sinker  am  too  hebby,  er  he  didn't  bring 
er  net. 

Den  de  po'  ol'  man  he  aint  never  learned  how  yit. 
Watch  out  mah  chillun  ! 

Sometimes  hit's  case  de  sun  am  a  shinin'  too  bright, 
Er  dis  po'  tired  niggah's  been  a-dancing  all  de 
night ; 

P'raps  dey  wouldn't  tak  de  spoon-hook  because 

he  kim  too  late, 
Er  de  mos'  of  all  dey  wanted  was  er  good  live  bait. 
O  !  don'  git  weary  I 

Mah  wo'm  can's  in  mah  hand  case  I  think  hit's 

gwine  ter  rain, 
En  if  de  sun  comes  out  I  'low  I  shoh'ly  caint 

complain ; 

But  I  loves  ter  heah  de  catfish  er  sizzlin'  in  de 
skillet. 

En  O  bless  mah  soul,  I  shoh'ly  hopes  ter  fill  hit. 
Yo'  heah  me  chillun  ! 

But  w'en  hit  aint  de  weathah,  ner  yit  hit  aint  de 
bait, 

En  hit  aint  case  I  stall  ted  jes  a  leetle  bit  too  late  ; 
Den  I  know  dat  rabbit's  foot  am  what  am  shoh'ly 

fer  ter  blame, 
Cas3  I's  done  clean  ferget  hit.   Sho  !  I's  sorry  dat 

I  came. 

Good-bye  mah  honey ! 

— B.  in  New  York  Field  and  Stream. 


The  challenge  shield  on  view  at  the  annual  dinner 
of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  is  certainly  a 
splendid  trophy,  judging  from  a  photograph  kindly 
sent  by  the  treasurer,  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth.  It  is  made 
of  carved  Sussex  oak  with  silver  mounts.  The 
Sussex  arms  and  Brighton  dolphins  occupy  the 
centre  of  the  shield,  which  is  surmounted  by  an 
anchor  of  hope,  supported  on  either  side  by  pisca- 
torial implements  taken  from  a  drawing  in  Walton's 
"  Compleat  Angler."  Fish  scales  and  net  work  are 
shown  in  the  remaining  six  panels,  while  around  the 
side  are  shown  twelve  different  kind  of  fish  in  heavy 
relief  on  a  conven  ional  sea.  The  whole  is  framed 
by  a  curved  rope.    The  shield  is  mounted  on  ebony. 


It  is  said  that  no  bird,  beast,  or  creeping  thing 
will  touch  a  castor-oil  plant.  It  seems  to  be  a  rank 
poison  to  all  the  animal  world.  Even  a  goat  will 
starve  before  biting  off  a  leaf,  and  a  horse  will  sniff 
at  it  and  turn  up  his  upper  lip  as  though  it  had  the 
most  detestable  odovir  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Army  worms  and  the  locust  will  pass  by  it,  though 
they  may  eat  every  other  green  thing  in  sight,  and 
there  is  no  surer  way  to  drive  moles  away  from  a 
lawn  than  to  plant  a  few  castor  beans  here  and 
there.  Even  the  tobacco  worm  will  refuse  to  be 
fed  on  its  leaves.  There  is  hardly  another  instance 
in  natural  history  of  a  plant  being  so  universally 
detested  by  the  animal  world. 


It  is  announced  that  a  Scandinavian  Fisheries 
Exhibition  will  be  hold  at  Marstrand  from  July  9 
to  July  24.  Special  fatten  tion  will  be  given  to 
appliances  for  catching  sea  fish. 


A  recent  number  of  The  Sketch  gave  an  excellent 
photo  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Stocks  on  a  "Napier"  motor- 
car, specially  built  for  the  Gordon-Bennett  race, 
and  another  depicting  a  "  Difficult  part  of  the 
Course."  After  discoursing  learnedly  on  the 
"  Eliminating  trials  in  the  Isle  of  Man,''  the  writer 
describes  an  outing,  or  run,  through  one  of  the  most 
picturesque  parts  of  Surrey,  Although  it  has  not 
been  my  good  fortune  to  travel  from  London  to 
Frenaham  on  a  motor-car,  I  have  still  "  sampled  " 
the  journey  from  London  either  on  "  Shanks'  mare" 
or  by  wagonette,  coach,  or  brake,  and  each  time 
it  has  been  in  quest  of  the  coarse  fish  which  abound 
in  the  Frensham  Lake  (or  Great  Pond).  The  hotel 
is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  Host  G.  A.  W. 
Griffiths  (Frensham  Pond  Hotel,  near  Farnham, 
Surrey)  caters  for  visitors  and  anglers  in  a  manner 
which  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.  The  only 
fishing  open  at  present  is  for  trout.  The  following 
is  an  account  of  a  run  from  London  to  Frensham 
on  a  motor  through  beautiful  Surrey : — 

*  *  *  ♦  ♦ 

"One  of  the  most  delightful  'twixt-breakfast- 
and-dinner  runs  out  and  home  from  London  is  the 
trip  via  Kingston-on-Thames,  Esher,  Cobham, 
Ripley,  Guildford,  over  the  Hog's  Back  to  Farnham 
— where  some  of  the  hops  come  from — and  Frensham 
Great  Pond,  on  an  arm  of  which  will  be  found  the 
Frensham  Pond  Hotel,  a  most  comfortable  hostelry, 
where  to  arrive  as  a  motorist  is  not  to  be  fleeced, 
but  to  find  one's  bill  just  the  same  as  though  you 
had  arrived  on  'Shanks'  mare'  or  the  humble, 
pedal-pushed  bicycle.  So  far  as  the  quaint  and 
interesting  county  town  of  Guildford,  the  Ports- 
mouth Road,  winter  and  summer  alike,  is  always 
picturesque,  while  the  Southern  counties  have 
nothing  finer  to  offer  than  the  drive  over  the  Hog's 
Back  on  a  clear  day.  The  views  over  Surrey  and 
Hants,  Berks  and  Bucks,  to  the  left  and  right  of 
the  Back  respectively,  are  superb,  while  the  sur- 
rovmdings  of  Frensham  Ponds  themselves  have 
earned  for  the  locality  the  title  of  '  The  Miniature 
Switzerland.'  The  return  drive  to  the  summit  of 
the  Hind  Head  vid  Churt,  the  descent  of  the  Head 
round  the  Devil's  Punchbowl,  and  the  run  over 
Witley  Common  to  Godalming  must  be  experienced 
to  be  realised." 


Men  and  lobsters  both  turn  red  when  they  get 
into  hot  water. 


Prosperity  is  Ukely  to  be  once  more  the  lot  of 
the  cocklers  at  Leigh.  Since  October  last  this 
business  has  been  entirely  at  a  standstill,  for,  as  the 
water  there  was  polluted,  the  Fishmongers'  Com- 
pany refused  to  allow  any  Leigh  cockles  to  be 
offered  for  sale.  The  ordinary  process  of  cooking 
hitherto  in  use  is  a  simple  one,  the  baskets  of 
cockles  being  simply  dropped  into  a  copper  of 
boiling  water  and  left  for  a  few  minutes.  The 
coldness  of  the  basket  and  the  shells  at  once  puts 
the  water  off  the  boil,  and  the  hves  of  the  injurious 
bacilU  are  thus  spared  to  assail  our  race  with  new 
ailments.  Lately,  Dr.  Klein,  with  officials  of  the 
Corporation  and  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  have 
been  experimenting,  and  have  proved  almost  con- 
clusively that  steam  under  pressure,  used  instead 
of  boiling  water  for  cooking,  destroys  the  bacilli, 
while  preserving  the  wholesomeness  and  flavour  of 
this  dainty  dish. 

*  *  *  *  * 

At  Billingsgate  Market  plant  for  this  purpose 
has  been  erected  on  a  small  scale.  A  basket 
of  cockles  is  put  into  the  receptacle,  and  the 
hd  having  been  secured  steam  is  let  in  at  a  pressure 
of  101b.  to  201b.,  the  continuous  flow  proving  fatal 
to  any  obtrusive  bacilh  that  may  be  present.  To 
make  assurance  doubly  sure  (says  the  Daily  Tele- 
graph) a  much  more  searching  system  has  been 
adopted  at  Leigh,  the  headquarters  of  the  industry 
on  the  Thames.  There  is  just  a  possibihty  that 
infection  may  survive  in  the  very  centre  of  the 
basket.  The  cockles  are  therefore  distributed  on 
shallow  trays  containing  about  four  gallons  and 
placed  in  ovens  for  a  period  of  five  minutes,  during 
which  the  steam  plays  upon  them.  So  convinced 
is  the  Fishmongers'  Company  of  the  effectiveness 
of  this  method  of  removing  all  trace  of  danger  that 
it  now  allows  and  encourages  the  free  sale  in  the 
market  of  Leigh  cockles  treated  in  this  way. 


Mr.  Robert  Stanley  (author  of  "Angling 
Anecdotes  ")  will  read  a  paper  before  the  members 
and  friends  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  on 
May  30,  when  a  large  muster  is  anticipated.  I  have 
a  very  pleasant  remembrance  of  listening  to  his 
reading  at  the  Gresham,  and  would  cordially  recom- 
mend all  who  can  to  be  present  at  "The  Sun"  hotel 
on  Monday  evening.  Were  it  not  for  a  previous 
engagement,  one  who  would  bask  in  the  sunshine  of 
"The  Sun "  would  be  Dragnet. 


May  28,  1904 


Provinelal  flogling  5otes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning: 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  some  nica  showers  of  rain,  which 
have  done  much  to  make  the  country  look  beautiful, 
A  large  number  of  fly  fishermen  have  been  out,  but 
sport  has  been  slow.  AVhen  the  weather  brightens 
up  some  good  results  should  come  to  hand.  The 
Severn  in  the  upper  reaches  has  been  fished  with 
very  little  success.  The  Dove  and  Blythe  have 
been  well  patronised  and  a  few  fish  taken,  but 
they  have  been  of  small  size.  On  private 
waters  or  waters  subscribed  to  sport  has 
been  a  little  better.  The  Whitacre  Reservoir 
has  yielded  one  decent  fish  of  21b.  in  weight,  and 
other  fish  of  a  smaller  size  have  b?en  taken,  but 
sport  has  been  rather  tame.  In  the  Ludlow  district 
trout  have  preferred  the  worm  to  the  fly.  With 
the  pleasant  rains  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  better 
results  will  be  obtained  as  the  May  Fly  will  soon  be 
in  evidence.  All  the  water  will  or  should  be  now  in 
good  condition.  The  Grotto  Society  have  decided 
to  fish  their  annual  contest  in  the  Severn  at 
Bewdley  on  June  25  next  for  a  substantial  array  of 
prizes.  The  Midland  Piscatorial  dinner,  which 
takes  place  at  Alrewas  cn  June  15  next,  looks  like 
being  a  great  success  ;  a  large  number  of  im  itations 
have  been  sent  out  and  accepted  by  the  various 
landowners  through  which  the  Trent  run=>,  and  from 
whom  they  have  permission  to  go  over  the  land.  A 
large  number  of  our  clubs  this  year  have  decided  to 
fish  their  contests  on  Mondays  instead  of  Sundays  ; 
if  they  do  this  they  will  find  some  good. waters 
thrown  open  to  them  that  have  of  late  years  been 
closed.  A  new  society  has  been  formed  at  Alrewas 
with  two  objecta  in  view,  the  first  is  to  join  the 
Birmingham  .Association,  and  the  second  is  to  have 
the  privilege  to  fish  the  canal.  A  local  clergyman, 
I  hear,  is  at  the  head  of  the  movement. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  waters  are  now  in  grand  condition,  and 
during  the  holidays  sport  has  been  fairly  good  in 
most  quarters.  From  the  top  stretches  of  the  river 
Hull  a  few  brace  of  nice  trout  have  been  secured, 
and  on  the  Driffield  Canal  and  Frodingham  Beck 
sport  has  been  very  fair  both  with  fly  and  minnow 
fishing.  Several  of  our  local  clubs  decided  mattt  rs 
in  the  lower  parts  of  the  river,  and  had  nice 
'  atches  of  flounders  and  eels,  odd  trout  being 
I  ken   here    and    there    by  worm    fishers.  The 

niversal  Angling  Association  held  a  sweepstakes 
on  the  river  at  Cicey  on  Monday,  and  did 
fairly  well,  the  river  being  in  gcod  trim,  and  the 
four  prizes  were  taken  by  Messrs  John  Cheeseman, 
A.  Cheeseman,  C.  Allon,  and  J.  Stocks.  The  next 
meeting  of  the  members  will  be  held  on  Tuesday 
evening,  June  7. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  up  here  has  improved  ;  heavy  rain 
haa  fallen  and  the  shifty, squally  winds  have  stopped. 
On  Windermere  some  decent  trout  have  been  killed, 
Mr.  Millwood  having  five  one  day,  which  nearly 
averaged  lib.  apiece,  by  whipping,  while  amongst 
the  tro  if  ra  the  most  successful  have  been  Mr. 
Patter.Hby,  two,  3 Jib.  and  IJlb.  ;  jMr.  Lovel,  two, 
21b.  apiece.  This  class  of  angling  should  greatly 
improve  with  the  increased  warmth.  The  streams 
were  very  low,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Kent, 
of  little  use  for  day  fishing  until  the  roin  fell.  Now 
they  are  in  good  fly  ply.  Mr.  Lea  (of  the  Field) 
paid  us  a  visit  last  week,  and  had  some  fair  fishings 
on  the  Levens  water,  where  the  trout  are  in  a  most 
remarkably  good  condition.  A  big  crowd  was  out 
over  the  holidays,  and  baskets  from  half  a  dozen  to 
a  score  cf  trout  were  fairly  common. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  amalgamated  anglers  of  Oldham,  Ashton, 
and  Stalybridge  have  shown  an  example  worthy  of 
emulation  by  other  associations  in  prosecuting  two 
men  for  selling  coarse  fish  in  close  season.  A  few 
more  fines  ol  ten  shillings  and  an  advocate's  fee 
would  have  a  salutary  effect  on  a  lot  of  so-called 
sportsmen.  Poor  Tom,  of  Stockport,  will  not  soon 
forget  the  Whitsuntide  of  1904  ;  he  is  a  prominent 
and  enthusiastic  angler,  and  noted  for  belt 
measurement,  aa  every  man  of  17st.  is.  That 
haughty  bull  who  made  him  go  through  a  barbed 
wire  fence  and  ruin  his  fishing  suit  is  no  doubt 
pwnitent.  And  yet  people  say  there  is  not  enough 
excitement  in  fifhing.  No  reports  are  to  hand  from 
•  Bolton  and  district  of  their  mammoth  turn  out  in 
Whit  week,  although  a  great  many  wont ;  of  course 
the  tirr.e  of  the  week  is  against  early  reports.  At 
Liverpool  any  amount  of  arrangements  were  made, 
but  again  the  results  are  not  known.  Letters  sent 
borne  for  tackle  mention  a  few  straggling  May  Flies, 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


but  only  a  few.  If  good  sport  has  not  been  met. 
with  in  our  county  it  is  not  for  want  of  the  water 
not  being  in  condition  at  some  part  of  the  week. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Of  course  all  our  rods  are  away.  If  they  are  not 
fishing,  they  are  either  in  camp  or  away  with  their 
families.  And  what  a  time  they  are  having  if  the 
weather  is  anything  like  what  it  is  in  this  city. 
Rain,  which  looks  like  clearing  up  any  minute — but 
the  minute  never  comes,  although  ( Id  Sol  looks 
like  shining  all  the  time.  Some  of  our  men  are 
at  home  again ;  others  are  not,  and  it  is  yet  full 
early  to  try  to  say  what  sport  they  have  met 
with.  One  angler  from  Ardwick  has  sent  home 
a  grand  chub,  and  yet  considers  himself  a 
novice ;  but  41b.  of  a  chub  wants  landing. 
The  experience  of  one  rod,  returned  from  a  first  visit 
to  Ireland,  reminds  ono  of  Charles  Kingsley's 
"  Water  Babies,"  when  he  describes  a  certain 
Dennis  who  awore  to  plenty  of  fish  when  not  one 
was  to  be  got,  and  afterwards  explained  that  he 
thought  his  honour  would  like  to  know  something 
pleasant.  The  local  canal  at  Worsley  has  yielded 
some  grand  roach,  perfectly  clean  and  free  from 
spawn.  This  looks  like  either  a  barren  or  late 
spawning  time  for  roach  in  1904. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Numerous  trout  anglers  were  out  on  Whit  Monday, 
and  as  the  weather  was  fine  fairly  good  sport  was 
enjoyed  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Dover  Beck 
and  Greet.  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  were  unfavour- 
able, and  little  was  done.  The  worm  and  the  caddis 
grub,  or  rather  bunch  of  grubs,  have  accounted  for 
the  most  fish,  the  latter  bait  being  very  deadly  in 
clear  running  water.  Nothing  appears  to  have  been 
caught  on  the  Trent  bej'ond  sundry  eels  with  the 
tail  end  of  the  lobworm.  Mr.  Justice  Wills  has  at 
length  delivered  judgment  in  the  case,  the  Trent 
Navigation  Company  v.  Walker,  the  latter  being 
the  hon.  secretaiy  of  the  Beeston  Angling  Society. 
The  action  was  brought  for  the  recovery  of  nominal 
damages  fcr  trespass  and  for  an  injunction  to 
restrain  the  defendant  and  his  fellow  members  from 
trespassing  fu  ther  on  the  plaintiffs'  land,  known 
as  Beeston  Island.  This  abuts  upon  Beeston  Weir. 
Mr.  G.  N.  Charlton,  of  Chilwell  Hall,  is  the  lord  of 
the  manor,  and  his  title  to  the  fishery  was  not 
disputed.  Defendant's  society  rented  the  fishery, 
and  they  claimed  the  right  to  fish  from  the  weir 
wall.  In  order  to  claim  the  right,  the  defendant 
with  others  broke  and  entered  upon  the  island 
claimed  as  the  private  property  of  the  Navigation 
Company.  In  breaking  and  entering  thrc  ugh  the 
gate  defendant  and  his  fellow  members  had  the 
direct  support  of  the  lord  of  the  manor.  His 
lordship  in  deliveiing  judgment  held  that  all 
the  Acts  of  Parliament  appertaining  to  the  case 
reserved  the  fishery  rights,  and  that  the  plaintiffs 
could  not  destroy  them  by  any  works  which  they 
were  authorised  to  construct.  Therefore  his  judg- 
ment would  be  for  the  defendant  on  the  issue  of  the 
fishery  right,  and  the  breaking  open  of  the  gate  or 
door  in  order  to  get  upon  the  weir  wall  so  as  to 
exercise  that  right.  On  the  other  hand,  there  would 
be  judgment  tor  the  plaintiffs  on  ths  issue  of 
trespass,  the  defendant  having  clearly  passed  over 
a  portion  of  plaintiffs'  land  over  which  there  was  no 
right  of  way.  Each  party  therefore  having  succeeded 
on  a  substantial  issue,  the  defendant  must  pay  half 
the  plaintiffs'  costs.  Mr.  Young  (counsel)  said  he 
should  like  to  have  some  definite  ruling  as  to  the 
width  of  land  which  defendant  was  entitled  to  use 
in  fishing  from  the  woir  wall  or  bank.  His  lordship 
replied  tfiat  after  the  plan  was  prepared  he  would 
make  it  part  of  his  judgment. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  have  been  favoured  with  beautiful 
weather  this  Whitsuntide,  nothing  could  be  better  ; 
the  water  in  the  rivers  and  brooks  was  very  low 
and  was  against  heavy  creels.  A  great  number  of 
rods  were  out,  and  some  fair  sport  had,  both  with 
fly  and  bottom  fishing, but  not  so  good  as  expected. 
Mr.  R.  Hill  had  five  brace  good-sized  trout,  F. 
Thomas  four  brace,  Mr.  R.  Wingfield  a  fine  creel  of 
fish.  Messrs.  Cooper,  Thrift,  J.  Jones  and  Phil  ips  had 
eachsomegood  specimens.  Heavy  rainf  ell  on  Tuesd  ay 
and  should  improve  all  the  streams.  The  twaite  have 
come  up  the  river  Severn  in  shoals,  and  are  giving 
capital  sport  at  Diglis  Weir,  and  in  the  lower  Teme 
with  spoon  bait,  grub,  and  fly,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  has 
killed  a  fine  lot.  Mr.  Thompson,  T.  Birbeck  and 
others  have  also  had  heavy  creels  of  fish,  and  they 
will  find  good  sport  for  another  fortnight  yet. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  been  changeable  and  much 
rain  fell  generally  throughout  the  country  at  the 
beginning  of  the  week,  which  put  many  of  the 
smaller  rivers  in  order.  Sport  has  shown  an  all- 
round  improvement.    Salmon  appear  to  be  numer- 
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ous  in  all  the  principal  waters,  and  with  more  genial 
weather  good  sport  fhould  be  had.  Hea-trout  are 
arriving  at  VVaterville.  Matters  have  progrr3=ed 
fairly  at  Killarney,  Glencar  (co.  Kerry),  and  on  the 
Cork  rivers  sport  has  generally  been  of  a  good  des- 
cription. The  Connaught  waters  have  furnished 
average  sport  with  salrnon  and  trout.  Sea  angling 
continues  to  afford  nice  sport  with  polla<-;k  at  several 
places  on  the  southern  and  south-western  coasts. 

North  of  Ibela.vd. 
The  Coleraine  Board  of  Conservators  is  evidently 
in  earnest  in  the  important  work  of  preservation. 
The  grant  of  £100  is  to  bo  devoted  to  paying  addi- 
tion 1  special  bailiffs  to  watch  the  spawning  grounds 
during  the  close  season.  Spring  salmon  fishing  has 
ceased  on  the  Lennon.  This  is  one  of  the  few  rivers 
reputed  to  hold  clean  run  salmon  the  year  round. 
At  Ballynahinch  petty  seasions  last  week  Hamilton 
M'Dowell  and  Dobbin  Patterson,  water  bailiffs  in 
the  employment  of  the  Dundalk  Board  of  Con- 
servators, summoned  W.  J.  M'Conbry,  Hugh  Lemon 
and  J.  Matfer  for  assault  and  obstruction  in  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  The  question  of  title  was 
raised  by  Mr.  James  Woods,  M.P.,  for  the  defence, 
in  which  was  argued  that  the  trustees  of  the  Ker 
estate  should  not  have  let  the  angling  rights  to  the 
Belfast  anglers  when  negotiations  were  in  progress 
for  sale  of  the  estate.  The  court  had  no  juris- 
diction and  the  cases  now  go  to  the  superior  courts. 
Sport  as  a  rule  has  been  fair  recently  on  the  reaches 
of  the  Erne  between  Ballyshannon  and  Belleek, 
where  the  trout  run  up  to  51b.  and  over.  The 
Green  Drake  is  expected  this  week  on  the  river  and 
lake  provided  the  present  spell  of  good  weather 
holds  out. 


MAY  FLY  NOTES. 


The  May  Fly  in  South  Dorset. 

"From  May  17  a  few  stragglers  were  showing, 
about  six  each  evening,  but  did  not  increase  till 
May  22,  when  they  came  on  pretty  freely  about 
11  a.m.  The  trout  took  them  greedily,  making 
fierce  rushes  at  any  that  came  within  two  or  three 
feet  on  either  side  of  them.  Straight  ahead  the  fly 
seemed  safer,  and  might  drift  within  a  foot  of  the 
fish  without  being  taken,  or  rushed  at,  if  he  then 
left  the  water. 

"With  them  each  evening  there  were  a  few  of 
those  very  graceful  canarj'-coloured  flies,  which  one 
finds  everywhere,  but  never  in  my  experience  in 
any  number.  "  S. 

•'May  25."   


Hatch  of  May  Fly  on  the  Chess, 
"  A  small  hatch  of  May  Fly  occurred  here  to-day 
on  the  Chess,  commencing  at  twelve  o'clock  and 
lasting  for  a  few  hours. 

"This  is  a  little  earlier  than  usual  here,  the 
average  date  for  several  years  back  being  May  26. 
"  Chorleywood,  Herts.  "A.  R.  P. 

"May  24."   

"  While  fishing  the  Clun,  on  May  24,  I  noticed 
one  about  midday.  "Ralph  M.  Cook." 


LOCH    MIGDALE,  SUTHERLAND, 
CLOSED  TO  THE  PUBLIC. 


This  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  so  charmingly 
situated  within  less  than  a  mile  from  the  village  of 
Bonarbridge,  and  less  than  two  from  the  railway 
station  at  Ardgay,  has  always  been  an  attraction  to 
visitors  both  for  pleasure  and  for  spoit.  It  is  over 
a  mile  in  length  and  half  a  mile  in  breadth,  sur- 
rounded by  wooded  slopes  on  the  south  and 
precipitous  recks  on  the  north,  with  a  crofting 
hamlet  called  Migdale  at  its  head.  A  quiet  row  on 
its  waters  was  always  most  enjoyable,  while  the 
exciting  pastime  of  luring  its  finny  inhabitants  was 
annually  a  delight  anticipated  by  anglers  from  far 
and  near.  Now,  however,  these  privileges  are  to 
be  withdrawn  by  the  now  sole  proprietor,  Mr. 
Andrew  Carnegie,  who  is  trying  to  convert  it  into  a 
salmon  loch  by  artificial  stocking  and  other  means — • 
at  least,  that  is  the  reason  given  for  prohibiting 
access  to  pleasure  seekers  and  trout  anglers.  Mr. 
MacPherson,  of  the  Bridge  Hotel  at  Bonarbridge, 
had  a  boat  on  for  the  convenience  of  his  visitors, 
but  he  has  been  requested  to  remove  his  '•  boat 
or  boats"  from  the  loch.  A  great  deal  of 
feeling,  amounting  almost  to  public  indignation,  is 
manifested  in  the  matter.  Old  men  declare  that 
when  the  loch  was  partly  owned  by  the  Dukes  and 
Earls  of  Sutherland  they  and  their  fathers  before 
them  were  never  debarred  from  fishing  on  it  "from 
time  immemorial,"  and  they  thmk  they  have  a  right 
of  way  to  it,  especially  those  crofters  whose  lands 
are  partly  bounded  by  the  loch.  Anglers  who  have 
already  come  have  had  to  return  disappointed. 

W.  T.  Brown. 
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ANOLERS'   HOTEX^S,   FISHING   QUARTERS,  dice. 


"  Om<  o/  sight  and  sound  of  Bailways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

The  sinrouii(iius  country  now  in  fresli  spring 
l>eauty.  Golden  ^orse  and  lurse  in  full  bloom. 
Nightingalea  and  other  song  birds  abound.  "A 
charming  spot  to  visit." 


Coarse  Fishing  REOPENS  June  15. 

Trout  now  Feeding.    Largest  Fish  caught  to 
date,  2i  and  3  lbs.  each. 

GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  31  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

"A  well-appointed  Billiard  Soom  Is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel.  

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  Frbhseiam  Pond.Chcrt. 

Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  Middlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
P^oach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Kresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Piiut  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  station*.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SizsB  ur  FISH : 

Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inch, 

Chub,  7  Inch.  Dace,  6  Inch. 

Budd,  6  inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.  Gudgeon,  1  Inch. 

Coarse  Fishing  closed  until  June  15. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Kudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  6d.  per 
day.  Winter ;  8».  M.  per  day,  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  flsh  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  V.i  lbs. 
Good  tea  fishing. 

W.  VICKEBY,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

JRING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  bs.  per  day.  Billiards  ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Proprietor. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Anqlinfj  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 


Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  PISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Neldeb,  Proprietor. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address :  "  Gl3Ti,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


CLOTH  BINDINQ  OASES 

FOR  THB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

oah  bb  has  at  ths 
PMiihing  Office,  St,  Dun$tan'i  Houte,  E.  C. 


THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST. 

The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


En    Pension   Xevms   only  lOs. 

NO  EXTRAS. 


Bd.   £t  da.y. 


ONLY   SIX.    HOURS   FROJMI  LONDON. 

Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  135  Salmon  and 
.300  lbs.  Trout  weje  caught  last  season.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Pictuiesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  Tliis  Hotel  iias  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  tlsiiing  attaclied  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  teleffi-aphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route  :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  liire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badcall  3  miles  distant. 


SKA  FISHIKG. 


EXTBNSIVK  BOATING   AND  HIRING. 


N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


NEW    FISHING  ACQUIRED. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Pkoprieteess. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

Brit^ht.  bracing  air;  Hotel  adjoins  sea  coast  and  lake, 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  9-hole  golf 
links.  Lake  Tratfella.  160  acres,  and  Lake  l>inan,  75 
acres,  are  now  included  in  proprietor's  fishing  ;  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  I'ishing ;  boats  on  all  lakes  included  in 
moderate  tariff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
Rivei  CrygiU.  best  in  the  early  season,  opened  March  1. 
A  MODERN  HOLTSE.  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
iew  over  sea.  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moun- 
tains, with  s:uue  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel,  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address.  T.  J.  COTTRELL,  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 
THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modem  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogle.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Bavercn.  Particulars  from  WlLLIAH 
DONALDSOK,  Manager. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shipe. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  P^iver  Foyers,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Pi-oprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodorgan,  Ang-lesey. 

COFtON  XiAKE. 

The  above  is  the  best  in  North  Wales  for  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lake).  Can  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  or  Bait.  Boats  thoroughly  up-to-date 
ami  free  to  Anglers.  Sail  or  row  boats.  Perch, 
Koach,  Sea  and  River  Trouting  within  easy 
distances.  Cuisine,  Wines,  &c.,  of  best  quality. 
Terms  moderate. 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


HARRIS  HOTEL, 

Tarbept,  Island  of  Harris. 

First-rate  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July  1.  Telegrams:  "Hotel 
Harris."  William  J.  Cameron  (for 
eight  years  proprietor  of  Taychreggan 
Hotel,  Lochawe). 


ALTNACEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  andFerox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  seasons  catch  : 
14,615  Trout,  2  tons,  3  cwt.,  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. — Par- 
ticulars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL. 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  lor  Treat, 
Pike  and  Perch,  Id  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughi 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  li  milea 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  hla  owo 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  beat.  Terma 
on  appllcatlor .    Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  8TANNER8,  ProDrtetor. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Besidential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


Lougrb  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,52U 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,0{J0  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boata 
always  In  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T   NATTGHTOH.  ProDriet/>f 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

.Salmon  Fishinfr,  White  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing.  The  Gweedore  River  and  famous 
Loughanure.  Tlie  Hotel  is  on  the  very  brink  of 
River  and  wi'hin  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the  best 
Salmon  Pools.  A  two-horse  Wagonette  leaves 
the  Hotel  every  morning  for  the  Lake.  A  new 
wing  was  a<lde(l  to  Hotel  with  bathroom  and 
lavatory  complete.  Very  Moderate  Terms.  Apply, 
PROPRIETOR.  THE  HOTEL. 

Crollff  Jiriflf/e,  (iiceedore. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fisbing  opened  on  Feb.  1. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

a.  J.  HURLEY 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  —  Conn,  Culleii,  Derry- 
maniiin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
Hsliing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  6«.  each  per  week  ; 
that  includes  lioatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
II  Sundays  for  the  lioat  or  men.  Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  1'.  CLARKE. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers' Board,  Os.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  5». 
Boat  and  Man,  .Ss.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  MaNaqekes.s. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


THE  ANGLER'S  HOTEL, 

Pontoon,  Foxford,  co.  Mayo. 

Free  Pishing  for  Salmon,  Trout,  Pike, 
&c.,  on  Loughs  Conn,  Cullen,  Derryhick, 
and  Loughvidy  ;  also  good  Bough  Shoot- 
{.  Fishing  Tackle  to  suit  kept. — For 
particulars,  apply  to  Proprietor, 

P.  HEALY. 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox.  Fishing  on  Lochs  Shin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  Gillies.    Posting,  &C. 

DUNCAN  MACKAV. 
Total  season,  1895,  sixty  days'  fishing  for  one 
rod,  2,206  flsh,  weighing  1,125  lb.    Last  season's 
catch,  over  10,000  flsh. 


NORWAY. 

GOOD  TROUT    FISHING    in  hoth 
streams  and  lakes  may  be  had  at 

YINJE  HOTEL, 

Vossestranden,  vid  Bergen.  The  Hotel 
is  between  Voss  and  Gudvangen,  about  six 
hours'  journey  from  Bergen,  has  com 
fortable  bedrooms,  bathroom,  and  excel- 
lent table.  Reference  to  Dr.  Salvin 
Pattinson,  Tynemouth,  Northumberland, 
is  permitted. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  present' 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  (fee. ,  &c.  First  class  for  anglers.  Good 
boats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casts 
on  the  River  Moy.    With  Free  Salmon  Fishing. 

0.  MURTAGH,  Proprietor. 
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ilofes  from  f^c  Wovll). 


"  Elgin  on  the  Lossie."  Fiv  e  miles  of  free  water 
for  salmoD,  ?ea-trout,  fianock,  and  brown  trout, 
and  yet  every  other  week  some  one  writes  to  the 
editor  anent,  "  Where  to  go  for  free  fishing  ?  " 
Two  hundred  miles  through  the  hills  and  highlands. 
Even  t  j  a  native  it  is  exhilarating,  but  how  much 
more  lo  a  city  man  ! 


Mr.  West,  the  artist,  has  been  having  good  sport 
on  the  Sp?y  all  this  spring. 


Mr.  Lindsay  pnrrhased  the  Knappoch  Estate  last 
week  from  Mr.  Colli?.  Special  Scotch. 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 


On  May  18  the  mr  m'.ers  and  frisnds  of  the  above 
assembled  in  fore?  at  the  headquarters,  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Bedfoid-square,  to  celebrate  the  thirty- 
>)xth  annual  dinner  of  the  society.  Prior  to 
adjourning  to  the  dining-room  an  informal  reception 
wa?  held  in  the  society's  museum,  the  visitors 
according  many  words  of  praise  to  the  curator  for 
the  admirable  arrangement  and  refreshing  novdty 
of  many  of  the  cases.  Over  both  the  dinner  and  th? 
tnusicale  which  followed  Mr.  F.  J.  Hudd  presided, 
while  Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  occupied  the  vice-chair,  and 
the  smooth  running  of  the  proceedings  was  due  to 
the  stewards,  Messrs.  C.  L.  Scholefield,  H.  Dunn, 
G.  H.  Rayrier,  and  W.  T.  Attwood.  After  the  menu 
had  been  appreciatively  run  through,  the  chairman 
gave  ''The  King,"  which,  needless  to  say,  provoked 
loyal  enthusiasm.  The  chairman  then  gave  the 
toast  of  the  evening,  "The  Highbury  Angling 
Society."  Prefacing  his  remarks  with  the  observa- 
tion that  he  intended  to  be  as  brief  as  possible,  and 
hoped  other  speakers  would  follow  his  example,  he 
touched  briefly  upon  the  past  career  of  the  society 
and  its  present  sati.-factory  position.  In  alluding  to 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Press,  he  said  that  he  lecently 
had  heard  a  cruel  libel  upon  members  of  the  angling 
Press.  A  youth  of  more  than  average  ability  was, 
by  his  doting  parents,  destined  for  the  profession  of 
the  law.  After  undergoing  a  probationary  month 
in  a  solicitor's  office,  the  parents  were  summoned 
to  an  interview.  Said  the  man  of  law,  "I  really  cannot 
keep  your  son  any  longer,  and  I  fear  there  is  no 
career  open  for  him  in  my  profession  as  he  is  such 
an  artistic  Ananias,  but  if  you  care  to  accept  my 
advice  you  will  get  him  on  the  staff  of  an  angling 
paper."  (Laughter.)  He  quoted  this  merely  as  an 
instance  of  how  foolishly  anglers  were  maligned  by 
outsiders,  but  bis  hearers  would  agree  with  him  that 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  profession  the  members 
of  which  were  more  courteous,  obliging,  or  accurate 
than  those  of  the  angling  Press.  He  coupled  with 
the  toast  the  name  of  the  secretary,  Mr.  George 
Westrup,  than  whom  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a 
mora  hardworking,  painstaking,  or  persevering 
secretary.  (Cheers.) 

The  secretary,  who  was  accorded  musical  honours, 
responded  in  a  concise  speech,  in  which  the  chief 
points  alluded  to  were  the  fact  that  over  ninety  per 
cent,  of  the  specimen  fi-h  recorded  during  the 
preceding  season,  including  Mr.  Attwood's  201b. 
pike,  had  been  taken  from  the  club  waters.  (Cheers.) 
Refening  to  the  termination  of  their  tenancy  of  the 
Thatcham  fishery,  he  was  happy  to  say  that  there 
was  no  feeling  whatever  on  the  part  of  the  superior 
landlord  against  the  sotiety,  and  he  read  a  personal 
letter  lo  this  effect.  The  executive  were  most 
actively  searching  for  a  fishery  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
He  thanked  them  heariily  for  the  kind  feeling  ex- 
pressed and  for  their  support,  and  would  be 
immodest  enough  to  say  that  they  had  an  eneigetic 
and  enthusiastic  executive,  who  wilingly  gave 
time  and  trouble  on  beha  f  of  the  society,  and  he 
beeged  them  td  remember  that  the  utmost  dis- 
couragement they  could  offer  to  that  executive  was 
lukewarmness.  Mr.  O.  H.  Rayner  proposed  the 
"Visitors  and  Press"  in  a  graceful  but  good- 
naturedly  satirical  speech,  punctuating  his  vaiious 
points  with  most  appropriate  and  apt  poetical 
quotations.  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  of  the  Fishini/ 
GaziUe,  responded  for  the  Pre-s,  and  was  listened  to 
with  keen  amusement.  For  the  visitors,  Mr.  C. 
Leslie  Kempton  briefly  responded.  The  only  other 
toast  was  "  The  Chairman,"  fluently  and  feelingly 
given  by  the  vice-chairman,  and  most  modestly 
acknowledged  by  the  chairman,  who  was  received 
with  musical  honours. 

The  musical  programme  went  with  a  swing 
throughout,  the  chi'  f  plaudits  falling  to  Mr. 
Freflerick  Lake  for  his  admirable  rendering  of 
"The  Sailor's  Grave,"  Mr.  Bert  Graham  for 
"  Hooch  Aye  I  "  Mr.  Bernard  Russell  for  a  humorous 
HOng  composed  by  himself  for  the  occasion,  "Fish- 
ing." Messrs.  Graham  and  Russell  were  also 
most  succeseful  as  duettists.    The  club  cups  and 


medals  were  during  the  evening  handed  to  their 
respeciive  winners. 

Mr.  H.  Dunn,  with  a  score  of  11 J  points,  holds 
the  challenge  cup  for  the  season  ;  Mr.  Attwoid  takes 
the  cup  for  the  best  specimen  with  his  201b.  pike 
from  club  waters  ;  Mr.  Woodruff,  cup  for  second 
specimen  with  7  jib.  carp  ;  Mr.  Shaw  cup  for  scjring 
the  best  aggregate.  Medals  were  won  by  Mr.  Attwood 
for  his  pike  ;  Mr.  Shaw  for  pike  and  dace  from  club 
waters;  Mr.  Dunn,  dace  from  club  waters;  Mr. 
Woodruff,  carp.  Tne  eUluxion  of  time  forced  the 
company  to  legretfuUy  bring  the  pleasant  evening 
t>  a  close,  and  after  the  sinking  of  "Auld  Lang 
Svne,"  the  thirty-, i^th  annual  dinner  was  a  thing 
of  the  past.  Hon.  Reporteb. 


Xettets  to  the  Ebitor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 


A  NEW   SPINNING  TACKLE,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — After  thirty  years'  experiments  on 
spinning  tackle  for  large  trout,  I  have  settled  upon 
the  following  as  the  best  : — 

To  the  ordinary  three-triangled  spinning  flight 
add  a  straight  needle  between  the  two  lower  triangles. 
Insert  the  point  of  this  needle  quita  through  the  bait 
just  above  the  tail ;  bend  the  bait  and  insert  the  needle 
again  higher  up  and  push  it  home  right  through  to 
the  head.  Insert  a  hook  of  the  middle  and  upper 
triangle  in  the  bait  on  the  outside  of  the  curve  and 
attach  the  gut  to  the  hps  either  by  the  ordinary 


Mb.  G.  Christopher  Davies'  New  Spimning 
Tackle. 


lip  hook  or  by  threading  the  gut  through  the  gill. 
In  the  photograph  enclosed  the  lip-hook  .slides  loosely 
on  the  gut,  and  a  bit  of  fine  rubber  drainage  tube  is 
also  threaded  on  the  hook  to  take  the  projecting 
point  of  the  needle  and  save  it  from  friction  against 
the  gut.  It  is  not,  however,  necessary  for  the 
needle  to  project,  and  it  is  better  that  it  should  not 
do  so.  I  use  the  ordinary  minnow  baiting  needles, 
but  they  break  easily,  and  I  should  like  to  have 
some  made  about  the  thickness  of  an  eel-hook 
straightened  out,  with  a  rank  barb  and  a  long 
spring  eye  like  a  baiting  needle. 

The  bait  can  be  impaled  in  this  way  to  any 
desired  bend  or  curve  suitable  for  a  rapid  spin  or  a 
slow  wobble,  and  will  never  get  out  of  spinning, 
while  the  hooks  being  on  the  outside  of  the  curve 
rarely  fail  to  fasten  in  a  striking  trout. 

For  slender-bodied  bait  I  find  this  tackle  satisfies 
all  my  requirements,  but  for  short,  stout  bait,  such 
as  rudd,  roach,  or  goldfish,  the  two-triangled  tackle 
threaded  from  the  vent  to  an  eye  (not  the  mouth) 
is  perhaps  the  best. 

Another  dodge.  I  never  met  with  any  success 
with  formalined  bait  until  I  took  to  emptying  off 
the  formalin  .solution,  washing  the  bait  for  hours 
under  a  running  tap  and  then  filling  up  the  bottle 
with  a  saturated  solution  of  salt,  in  which  they  keep 
perfectly  after  the  preliminary  treatment  with 
formalin.  Trout  will  come  twice  at  a  bait  so  treated 
when  they  turn  short  at  the  trail  of  the  formalin. 

Another  dodge.  With  some  baits  one  •  may 
prefer  to  use  a  flanged  spinner.    I  do  not  like  those 


with  the  flanges  quite  at  the  mouth  where  they  are 
very  visible,  but  I  prefer  them  mounted  on  a  spring 
clip  and  coming  below  the  gills.  But  instead  of 
having  them  fixed  to  the  wire,  I  have  them  loose, 
HO  that  they  adapt  themselves  in  spinning  to  the 
size  of  the  bait,  and  when  a  trout  strikes  they  give 
to  the  impact,  and  do  not  fend  off  the  hooks  a« 
fixed  flanges  are  apt  to  do.— Yours  truly, 

Town  Close,  G.  Christopher  Davies. 

Norwich. 

[Mr.  Davies  has  certainly  invented  a  new  tackle 
which  seems  to  be  not  only  new  but  good.  At 
first  sight  I  thought  the  curve  was  got  by  bending 
the  needle  in  the  body,  hut  I  see  from  the  description 
that  the  needle  is  not  bent  at  all.  I  do  not  see  why 
it  should  not  answer  well  for  any  kind  of  natural 
fish  spinning  bait. — Ed.] 

CAN  SALMON  REASON? 

Dear  Sir, — One  day  last  February  I  was  fishing 
the  neck  of  a  smooth-runninE  stream  with  gravelly 
bottom,  the  lie  being  on  the  far  side  in  rather 
slticker  water.  When  my  fly  was  about  one-third 
of  the  way  across  there  was  a  savage  boil  at  it,  but 
the  salmon  did  not  touch  the  fly.  Pulling  tho  line 
in  through  the  rings,  I  rested  him  one  minute  and 
cast  again,  and  the  fish  ros3  again  in  the  same  place 
and  in  the  same  savage  way.  Ihis  time  I  rested 
him  two  minutes,  and  the  fish  did  not  rise,  but 
followed  the  fly  across  n3ar  the  surface,  for  I  could 
just  see  the  following  wave.  When  the  fly  came 
round  into  the  current  I  held  the  point  of  the  rod 
quiie  steady  for  some  seconds.  There  was  a  hardly 
perceptible  twitch,  and  I  was  fast  in  him  and  killed 
him,  a  clean  run  fish  of  101b. 

My  argument  is  this — that  after  the  second  miss 
this  salmon  scratched  his  head,  hitched  up  his 
pants,  and  said  to  himself.  "  Now  if,  instead  of 
rushing  at  that  thing  like  a  bull  as  it  swings  across 
my  nose,  I  follow  it  quietly  across  and  wait  until  it 
stops  head  to  the  stream  as  I  have  seen  so  mdny 
little  fish  do,  I  shall  catch  it."  And  the  idea  was 
quita  cor.ect.  He  must  have  followed  the  fly  a 
distance  of  six  to  eight  feet  by  my  computation. 
Have  any  of  your  readeis  had  a  like  experience  ? — 
Yours  truly,  Boxwood. 

[Some  years  ago,  when  fishing  a  round,  deep, 
rock-enclosed  pool  on  the  Eicig,  with  the  late  Mr. 
Wm.  Black  and  J.  G.  Morten,  I  had  an  interesting 
experience  of  seeing  the  salmon  follow  the  fly.  We 
ould  see  the  whole  thing  quite  clearly  as  we  looked 
down  into  the  pool,  and  several  times  as  the  fly  was 
brought  round  a  salmon  would  rise,  follow  it  for  a 
yard  or  so,  and  then  drop  back,  never  coming 
within  a  foot  of  it,  but  making  one's  heart  beat 
faster.  Of  course,  salmon  often  do  this  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  angler ;  but  it  is  wonderful  how 
even  on  a  rough  day  and  in  rough  water  one  knows 
when  a  fish  has  followed  the  fly,  and  doubtless 
"Boxwood's"  plan  of  arresting  the  motion  of  the 
fly  might  often  be  used  with  advantage. — Ed.] 


A  CHALLENGE  TO  "SCOTTIE." 

Dear  Sir, — "  Scottie's  "  c'imb  down  is  all  very 
well  from  his  point  of  view,  but  after  the  shouting 
he  has  made  we  demand  as  a  matter  of  strict  justice 
both  to  your  readers  and  ourselves  that  his  rod  be 
pitted  against  ours,  and  that  the  best  rod  of  the 
two  for  fishing  purposes  be  declared  the  winner.  A 
rod  that  is  of  no  use  for  fishing  is  no  fishing  rod. 
That  is  a  fair  and  simple  issue,  and  if  "Scottie" 
will  not  meet  us  we  ask  that  as  the  rod  is  at  your 
office,  sir,  the  matter  may  be  proceeded  with  for 
the  satisfaction  of  your  readers. — Yours  truly. 

Midland  Works,  Foster  Bros. 

Ashbourne. 


RECIPE  FOR  BRONZING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of 
your  numerous  readers  could  kindly  furnish  me 
with  a  recipe  for  bronzing  or  colouring  (darkening 
preferred)  ferrules  on  fishing  rods,  without  the 
iipplication  of  heat.  I  have  a  good  one  for  darken- 
ing them  vvherf'heat  is  used,  but  I  want  to  do  them 
w  ithout  taking  them  oft  the  rod.-  -Yours  truly. 

F.  E.  Eldred. 

"THE  RED  TAG  TIP." 

Dear  Sir, — I  read  the  article,  "  The  Red  Tag 
Tip,"  with  much  interest.  Its  writer  w  ill  be  pleased 
to  know  that  I  put  into  practice  his  suggestions,  and 
was  surprisingly  successful.  I  have  a  Devon  min- 
now that  never  seemed  to  please  the  trout  greath\ 
But  after  reading  the  above  article  I  cut  off  the  end 
triangle  and  tied  it  on  again  with  crimson  silk.  I 
then  fished  this  in  a  perfectly  clear  brook  in  South 
Cornwall,  and  killed  nine  fair-sized  trout,  "  rim- 
ning  "  three  times  that  number.  The  only  dis- 
advantage was  that  they  refused  to  bite  at  the 
mirmow  itself,  but  took  the  end  triangle  instead. 
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This  of  course  meant  merely  pricking  three  fish  to 
every  one  properly  hooked  ;  bnt  it  is  an  excellent 
contrivance  not«  ithstandino;. — Yours  tr\ily, 
Penryn,  Cornwall.         Herbert  E.  J'almer. 

ANOTHER  MONSTER  FISH. 

"  Klerksdorp,  Tuesday  (Special).  —  Another 
monster  fi.sh  has  been  caught  in  the  Va.al  River  at 
the  bridge  works,  this  one  by  a  man  named  Adams, 
with  a  rod  and  line,  yesterday  afternoon,  in  tlie 
shape  of  a  '  barbel,'  S.'ilb.  in  weight,  and  5fiiin. 
long.  It  was  weighed  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Coney,  superin- 
tendent of  the  ex -soldiers  and  irregulars'  camp  there, 
in  the  presence  of  at  least  a  dozen  men." 

Dear  Sir, — The  above  cutting  is  from  the  Johan- 
nesburg Star  of  Afiril  20.  Being  an  ardent  angler, 
anj'thing  in  the  "fishy"  luie  interests  me.  The 
correct  name  of  the  fish  is  "  cat-fish,"  commonly 
known  by  the  Dutch  name  of  barber,  not  "  barbel." 
1  have  caught  this  fish  up  to  91b.  in  weight  in  Natal, 
and  also  in  the  U.S.A.  The  best  baits  in  the  summer- 
time are  worms  and  frogs,  in  the  winter  crickets  and 
cockroaches.  I  should  strongly  recommend  anglers 
at  home  to  try  crickets  as  a  winter  bait  for  roach, 
ch'.ib,  etc.  Out  here  T  find  it  the  best  of  any  1  have 
tried.  All  the  varieties  of  fish  take  it  freely  when 
on  the  feed.  Another  bait,  and  one  which  only 
answers  in  the  summer,  is  paste  made  of  Indian  corn 
meal.  I  do  not  see  why  the  home  fish  should  not 
take  it.  Some  add  a  little  rum  or  whisky  to  it. — 
Yours  truly,  A.  Gibbs. 

Johannesburg. 

TOO  MANY  RINGS  ON  RODS. 

De.^r  Sib, — There  are  a  few  writers,  such  as  Mr. 
Tod,  "  Val  C'onson,"  "  Benwyan,"  and  others,  who 
have  pretty  well  convinced  mo  by  their  letters  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  that  what  they  do  not  know 
about  angling  is  hardly  worth  knowing.  May  I  put 
a  question  to  them  ?  It  is  this— -Have  we  not  too 
many  rings  on  our  rods  ?  I  was  recently  changing 
the  style  of  ring  on  my  trout  rod,  and  I  was  struck 
with  the  number.  On  a  rod  Ktjft.  long  the  maker 
had  put  exactly  twelve  rings.  There  were  six  on 
the  top  (including  the  top  ring),  four  on  the  middle 
part,  and  two  on  the  butt.  Left  to  myself,  1  re- 
duced the  number  exactly  half.  I  put  three  on  the 
top-joint  (including  the  top  ring),  two  on  the  middle 
part,  and  one  on  the  butt.  In  appearance  it  is  all 
right.  In  casting  po'.ver  it  is  an  improvement,  for 
while  I  have  fewer  rings  to  set  up  friction.  I  have 
made  them  a  trifle  larger  than  before  to  allow  the 
freer  passage  of  the  lino,  and  certainly,  so  far  as  pro- 
portioning the  "  pull  "  upon  each  section  of  the  rod, 
I  find  the  diminished  number  no  drawback  at  all. 
On  my  pike  rod  I  have  thirteen  rings  !  I  am  going 
to  reduce  them  to  seven.  Meanwhile,  I  should  be 
glad  to  hear  the  ideas  of  a  few  experts.  Have  rod- 
makers  really  been  saddling  us  with  too  many  rings 
all  these  years  ? — Yours  truly,         E.  Phillips. 

Lancaster. 

TROUT  AND  SALMON  ASSOCIATION  RULES. 

Dear  Sir,^ — I  am  anxious  to  get  a  copy  of  some 
English  angling  association's  rules  (trout  and 
salmon).  If  you  or  any  of  your  readers  could  send 
me  a  copy,  I  should  be  extremely  obliged.  Thank- 
ing you  in  anticipation. — ^ Yours  truly, 

Adare,  Limerick.  R.  B.  13allingal. 

ON  KILLING  FISH. 

Dear  Sib, — The  letter  in  your  is.sue  of  May  14 
with  reference  to  an  improved  "  priest  "  reminds 
me  that  there  are  more  artistic  ways  of  killing  fish 
than  by  clubbing  them  to  death.  Perhaps  some  of 
your  readers  would  be  good  enough  to  give  us  the 
benefit  of  their  experience  as  to  the  be.5t  method  of 
giving  fish  their  quietus. — Yours  truly, 

A.  J.  M.-B. 

FISHING  IN  THE  NORTH  OF  SCOTLAND 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — I  would  like  to  ask  through  your 
valuable  paper  where  I  might  be  able  to  get  good 
fishing  in  the  North  of  Scotland.  I  am  given  to 
understand  that  all  waters  are  preserved,  conse- 
quently the  expenses  are  heavy.  I  am  not  in  a 
position  to  pay  .such  sums  advertised  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  and  my  ideal  of  a  holiday  is  to  be  at  the 
riverside  with  a  rod.  I  know  nothing  of  Scotland, 
hence  the  reason  of  appealing  to  you. — Yours  truly, 

Lerwick.  F.  S.  B. 

THE  BRISTOL  STEEL  FISHING  ROD. 
Dear  Sir,— I  shall  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  will  kindly  give  me  the  name  and  address  of 
the  nearest  agent  in  England  who  supplies  the  Bristol 
Steel  Fishing  Rod  made  by  the  Horton  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  Bristol,  U.S..'\.  Thanking  you  in 
anticipatioa. — Yourd  truly,  H.  B.  Woot). 


MR.  FRANCIA'S  PATENT  FOR 
STRENGTHENING  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  procured  a  copy  of  the  com- 
plete specification  of  Mr.  J.  F.  Francia's  patent 
No.  ()48().  So  far  as  I  can  judge  the  application  of 
his  method  is  in  every  respect  different  from  mine. 
I  have  also  submitted  it  to  my  patent  agent  and 
others  for  th^ir  opinion,  and  these  quite  coincide 
with  my  own. — Yours  truly,  ScoTiiE. 


PWLLHELI  AND  TOWYN. 

Dear  Sik,  -  I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  eive  me  any  inform  ition  as  to  sea 
and  trout  fiihing  at  the  above  places  in  July.  - 
Yours  truly,  A.  RowsoN. 

Chester. 

FISHING  IN  JAMAICA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  will  kindly  tell  me  if  there  is  any 
g  )od  fishing  (trout,  coaise,  or  aeji)  in  Jamaica.  I 
tee  the  Fishing  Gazette  every  week,  and  shall  look 
anxiously  for  an  answer.  Thanking  you  in  advance 
for  the  information. — Yours  truly, 

Nigel  F.  Briogs. 


HOW  TO   FEED   YOUNG  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir,- -About  three  months  ago  I  purchased 
one  dozen  of  eyed  ova  trout.  I  have  kept  them  in 
a  small  tank  holding  about  eight  gallons,  with  water 
running  constantly,  gravel  bottom,  and  about  six 
Vallisneria  plants,  and  one  half  of  a  flower-pot  as  a 
shelter.  Seven  or  eight  are  still  alive  and  well, 
hav  ing  lost  all  their  sac  about  two  weeks  ago.  I 
have  been  trying  to  feed  them  with  very  fine 
minced  raw  liver,  but  as  far  as  I  can  tell,  they  do 
not  touch  it.  I  take  out  old  and  put  in  fresh  every 
morning.  Can  I  do  anything  better  ?  Your  advice 
through  your  interesting  Fishing  Gazette  will  be 
esteemed. — Yours  truly,  C.  E.  Br.-vmmeb. 

JULY  SALMON  AND  SEA-TROUT  FISHING 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  a  disinterested  reader  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  tell  me  of  the  best  place  to  fish  for 
salmon  in  Scotland  or  Wales  for  the  month  of  July  '! 
Failing  salmon,  sea-trout.  —  Yours  truly, 

Tlie  Heathers,  Ernest  Sh-^nd. 

Poynder's-road,  S.W. 

A  LEGAL  QUESTION  RE  FISHING  IN  THE 
TRENT. 

Dear  Sib, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you 
could  give  me  any  information  on  the  following 
point  : — In  a  stretch  of  a  large  river  like  the  Trent, 
with  a  public  towing-path,  where  the  rights  of 
fishing  from  the  bank  or  banks  are  held  by  angling 
associations,  how  far  off  the  bank  does  a  person 
angling  from  a  boat  have  to  be  to  escape  the  law  ? 
Is  it  five  yards  ?  An  answer  will  be  greatly 
esteemed. — Yours  trulj-,  P.  M.  Mason. 

[I  do  not  think  there  is  any  restriction  as  to  dis- 
tance from  the  bank  if  fishing  from  a  boat  is  free. 
Perhaps  some  reader  versed  in  Trent  fishery  law 
can  answer  the  question. — Ed.] 


THE  2000TH  NUMBER  OF  LAND  AND  WATER. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  draw  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  we  are  celebrating  the  2000th  number  of 
this  journal,  which,  as  you  are  probably  aware, 
was  founded  by  the  distinguished  naturalist,  Frank 
Buckland,  in  the  year  1866  ? 

Our  issue  of  May  21,  of  which  we  are  sending 
you  a  copy  under  another  cover,  contains  a  number 
of  special  features.  Your  attention  is  particularly 
drawn  to  the  illustrated  article  on  Sandringharti, 
which  appears  by  permission  of  His  Majesty  the 
King ;  to  the  reproduction  of  sporting  pictures  at 
the  Royal  Academy,  to  the  croquet  article  by 
Viscount  Doneraile,  and  the  articles  entitled  "  Golf 
Abroad,"  by  Horace  Wyndham,  and  "  Cricketers 
who  Draw  Crowds,"  by  the  late  W.  J.  Ford. 

With  every  copy  of  the  journal  we  are  presenting 
a  novel  photographic  supplement  containing  a 
number  of  stereoscopic  pictures  arranged  in  a  new 
manner. 

Any  notice  which  you  are  kind  enough  to  give  in 
your  columns  of  this  celebration  number  will  be  very 
greatly  appreciated.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation 
of  your  courtesy, — Yours  truly, 

A.  E.  Manning  Foster,  Editor. 

Henrietta-streetj  London. 

[I  congratulate  Mr.  Foster  on  an  excellent  number. 
For  over  fourteen  himdred  numbers  the  Fishing 
Gazelle  and  Land  and  Water  have  "  marked  time  " 
together,  and  always  had  friendly  relations,  which 
I  hope  may  continue.  Frank  Buckland  contributed 
to  some  of  my  early  issues  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
and  I  wish  his  baby — long  since  come  of  age — con- 
tinued success. — Ed.] 


VARIOUr,  QUERIES. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  answer  the  following  questions  for  me  ?  If 
so  1  should  esteem  it  a  grotit  favour: — 

1.  When  fishing  for  those  fish  which  usually  take 
ragworm  as  bait,  failing  ragworm  would  ordinary 
garden  worms,  if  properly  scoured,  be  any  good  ? 

2.  Are  worms  allowed  as  bait  anywhere  on  the 
Thames,  and  if  allowed  would  it  still  be  con.sidered 
unsportsmanlike  to  use  them  ? 

3.  After  my  fishing  gear  has  been  put  away  during 
the  winter  I  find,  in  spite  of  having  carefully  dried 
it  previously,  that  the  hooks  are  rusty  just  where 
they  join  the  gut ;  would  it  hurt  the  gut  to  oil  it  and 
the  hooks  before  putting  them  away  ? 

i.  Is  there  any  fishing  on  the  river  Mole,  if  so, 
what  kind,  and  is  it  open  to  the  public  ? 

5.  Is  there  any  fishing  off  Hastings  piers  and 
breakwater,  and  is  it  true  the  steamers  spoil  it  of^ 
the  piers  in  June  ? 

6.  Whrtt  fish  are  caught  with  Edinburgh  pink 
tails  ?  — Yours  trilly.  Inquirer. 

[1.  OrJinary  worms  have  been  tried  in  sea  fishing 
but  with  little  or  no  success,  the  salt  water  kills 
them ;  the  fish  which  take  ragworm  prefer  them 
to  any  others.  2.  Worms  are  used  as  bait  in  all 
parts  of  the  Thames,  and  their  use  is  quite  sports- 
manlike. .3.  It  would  not  hurt  the  gut  t )  oil  the 
hooks  as  suggested.  4.  I  doubt  if  fherd  is  any 
free  fishing  in  the  Mole,  some  of  tha  millerj  make  a 
small  charge  for  roach  and  perch  fishing;  at  Box 
Hill  visitois  to  the  Burford  BiiJge  Hotel  can  fish  in 
the  hotel  orchard.  Our  correspondent  should  get 
"The  Angler's  Diary,"  price  Is.  6d..  published  at 
the  Fie/d  Office.  H.  Perhips  one  of  our  Hastings 
readers  will  kindly  answer  this.  6.  Trout  and  all 
kinds  of  fr.sh  wa'er  fish  which  take  a  worm. — 
Eu.J 


FISHING  NEAR  BUXTON  OR  MILLERS 
DALE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  grateful  if  you  or  any  of 
your  readers  can  give  me  information  as  to  whether 
fishing  is  to  be  had  near  Buxton  or  Millers  Dale 
(Derby).  Of  course  I  mean  fishing  for  a  few  weeks 
by  paying  moderately  for  same  to  an  association  or 
owner.  I  only  want  moderate  fishing  to  combine 
with  my  holiday.  If  so,  will  you  inform  me 
where  to  inquire  and  what  it  would  be  likely  to 
cost  ? — By  doing  so  you  will  greatly  oblige, — Yours 
truly,  Fromad. 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  verj'  greatly  ob'iged  if 
you  or  any  of  your  readers  would  give  me  any 
particulars  of  trout  waters  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Rickmansworth,  Amersham,  and  in  that  direction. 
I  am  desirous  of  joining  o  is  of  the  angling  societies 
which  have  fishing  that  way,  but  da  not  know  which 
th^y  are. — Yours  truly,  S.  E. 


MARCH  BROWN  FROM  THE  DERWENT. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Hodson  and  I  were  fishing  the 
Derwent  at  Darleydale  yesterday  (May  23),  and 
after  I  had  caught  the  enclosed  fly  we  were  dis- 
cussing what  it  was,  and  decided  to  send  it  on  to 
yju.  We  are  reputed  to  have  no  March  Brown, 
and  at  the  same  time  it  is  not  large  enough  for  our 
May  Fly.   Can  you  tell  us  what  it  is  ? — Yours  truly, 

F.  Dabe-Mobdle. 

[It  is  a  female  March  Brown.  I  thought  the  fly 
was  found  on  D-Tbyshire  waters. — Ed.J 


FISHING  IN  THE  TIROL.  ETC. 

Dear  Sir,— -I  remember  reading  in  a  number  of 
your  admirable  paper,  the  Fishing  Gazette,  a  letter 
from  "Sportsman"  with  regard  to  fishing  in  tha 
Tirol  (the  number  of  March  28,  1903).  I  am  thinking 
of  going  to  the  Tirol  at  the  beginning  of  July,  and 
shall  be  very  grateful  if  you  can  ascertain  in  any 
way  from  Sportsman  "  th?  name  of  the  stream  at 
Wasserberg  where  he  had  splendid  trout  fii>h:ng. 

I  have  been  in  communication  with  the  authorities 
at  the  hydro  at  Wasserberg,  and  understand  the 
name  of  the  stream  by  the  hydro,  where  anyone 
can  fish  on  payment,  is  the  Tugering.  It  is  very 
likely  the  same  stream  which  "Sportsman"  fished. 
If  it  is  I  should  very  much  like  to  know  which 
portion  he  rented. 

Dj  you  happen  to  know  of  any  similar  fishing 
places  between  Knittelfeld  and  the  Engadine  ?  By 
similar  places  I  mean  headquarters  where  the  fishing 
is  not  too  low  down  in  the  valley.  P.ease  forgive 
me  for  troubling  you  at  this  busy  time  of  the  year. 
— Yours  truly,  T.  Withers. 

fl  hope  *'  Sportsman  "  will  see  this  letter  and 
kindly  leply. — Ed. J 

(Several,  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over,] 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORj 


The  Tournament,  etc.,  at  the  Palace. 
The  preliminary  programme  of  the  Fly  and  Bait 
Casting  Tournament  to  be  held  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  is  given  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  this  week, 
also  a  notice  of  the  fishing  tackle  exhibits.  What 
with  the  latter  and  the  loan  exhibition  of  specimen 
fish  and  the  aquarium,  I  feel  sure  that  any  angler 
who  pays  a  visit  to  the  Palace  will  be  well  satisfied, 

Influence  of  the  Rotation  of  the  Earth  on  Rivers 
and  Angling. 

Half  a  century  ago  Baer,  a  Russian  scientist,  as  the 
result  of  his  study  of  the  rivers  of  European  Russia, 
publi.shed  his  discovery  of  the  influence  of  the 
earth's  rotation  on  the  course  and  bank  formation 
of  rivers.  According  to  Baer's  law,  of  which  I  con- 
fess I  was  ignorant  until  I  saw  an  account  of  it  in  the 
AUgemeine  Fischerei  Zeitung  for  May  1-5,  the  rotation 
of  the  earth  from  west  to  east  affects  more  or  less 
all  rivers,  especially  those  flowing  north  or  south 
Herr  Grotrian,  a  specialist  in  matters  affecting 
rivers  and  watercourses,  gives  a  long  and  most 
interesting  account  in  the  German  paper  referred  to 
of  his  investigations  as  to  the  effect  of  Baer's  law  on 
some  German  rivers.  I  know  that  the  earth's  rota 
tion  is  supposed  to  affect  the  air,  causing  currents 
which  in  turn  cause  currents  in  the  ocean. 

"  The  basis  of  the  laws  affecting  the  course  and 
bank  formation  of  rivers  is  the  fact  that  the  poles 
remain  unmoved  as  the  earth  turns  on  its  axis 
whereas  all  other  points  on  its  surface  move  with 
more  or  less  rapidity  from  west  to  cast  according 
to  the  distance  they  are  from  the  poles,  those  on  the 
equator  moving  of  course  fastest  as  they  have  th 
largest  circle  to  pass  through.  Thus  the  influence 
of  the  earth's  rotation  must  affect  rivers  and  all  that 
they  carry,  including  fish.  A  body  moving  from 
the  equator  northwards  will  arrive  eventually  in 
districts  which  move  more  slowly  than  it  itself  does  ; 
the  exact  contrary  takes  place  in  the  case  of  a  body 
moving  from  north  to  south  towards  the  equator. "- 
The  "Side-Power"  of  Rivers. 
"  Flowing  water  brings  therefore,  if  it  is  moving 
from  the  equator  towards  the  North  Pole,  a  greater 
speed  of  rotation  with  it  than  is  present  in  higher 


latitudes,  and  this  excess  of  rotation-speed  presses 
(in  rivers  in  the  northern  hemisphere  flowing  from 
south  towards  north)  against  the  more  slowly  cast- 
ward-moving  east  bank.  On  the  other  hand,  water 
n  rivers  in  the  northern  hemisphere  flowing  from 
the  pole  towards  the  equator  arrives  with  reduced 
rotation-speed  in  southerly  districts,  which  move 
faster  towards  the  east,  and  consequently  presses 
most  against  the  western  bank.  The  effect  of  this 
pressure,  the 'side-power'  (ser<e>ii;m/<)  of  rivers,  is  that 
the  bank  attacked  is  undermined,  torn  away,  and 
made  steep  and  precipitous,  whereas  the  opposite 
bank  is  levelled  and  made  flat.  For  this  reason  the 
water  on  the  bank  attacked  by  the  side  pressure  is 
deeper,  and  that  on  the  opposite  side  shallower.  In 
rivers  of  the  northern  hemisphere  flowing  north- 
wards the  east  bank  is  the  right  bank,  and  further, 
in  rivers  flowing  southward  the  west  bank  is  also 
the  right  bank.  It  follows,  then,  that  in  the 
northern  hemisphere  all  rivers  which  flow  in  the 
direction  of  the  meridian — that  is,  south  to  north  or 
north  to  south — the  right  bank  is  the  steeper, 
whereas  the  flat,  alluvial  formations  are  found 
chiefly  on  the  left  side  of  the  rivers." 

The  Mills  of  the  Gods. 

'  The  strength  of  this  '  side-power '  of  rivers 
caused  by  the  earth's  rotation  is  naturally  greater 
the  nearer  the  direction  of  the  stream  is  to  the 
meridian,  the  straighter  its  course,  the  greater  its 
volume  of  water,  the  stronger  its  falls,  and  the  less 
resisting  the  ground  it  flows  through.  The  '  side- 
power  '  of  rivers  is  per  se  little  in  evidence  ;  it 
expresses  itself  only  as  an  increased  pressure  of  the 
water,  but  this  pressure  is  everlasting,  and  its  effect 
after  centuries  of  the  water's  work  is  evident.  '  The 
mills  of  the  gods  grind  slowly.'  Increased  pressure 
is  of  course  exerted  at  flood  times,  and  when  ice 
blocks  are  hurled  by  the  stream  against  the  steep 
sides  and  gnaw  them  away.  Windings  in  a  river 
and  a  ground  which  resists  its  action  too  strongly 
introduce  conditions  which  modify  the  general  law 
of  river- bank  formation. '- 

How  Rivers  Attack  their  Banks. 

"  In  the  bends  of  a  river  the  water  flows  more 
strongly  on  the  convex  side  of  the  bend  and  attacks 
the  confining  concave  bank ;  in  the  windings  of  a 
river,  therefore,  the  bank  eaten  away  is  the  steeper, 
and  the  jutting  out  bank  the  flatter.  The  greatest 
depths  are  found  near  the  excavated  concave  side 
of  the  bank.  At  bends  the  water  pressure  is  in- 
creased by  another  factor — that  is,  the  swing-power 
— the  same  power  which  drives  the  water  over  the 
sides  when  a  fish  is  revolved  rapidly,  and  always 
works  outwards  in  the  direction  of  the  tangent. 
The  pressure  of  the  water  to  the  right-hand  side  in 
those  streams,  or  great  sections  of  streams,  of  the 
northern  hemisphere,  which  lie  in  the  direction  of 
the  meridian,  is  seen  in  the  case  of  delta  mouths, 
where  the  right  branch  carries  the  larger  volume  of 
water. 

"  Another  effect  of  this '  side-power'  in  rivers  when 
they  flow  through  soil  of  a  yielding  nature  is  the 
gradual  shifting  of  the  river-bed  to  the  right.  It 
is  a  very  slow  process  of  course,  and  hardly  notice 
able  from  year  to  year,  but  this  wandering  to  the 
right  is  none  the  less  certain  and  continuous,  and 
anyone  who  once  takes  interest  in  observing  these 
matters  will  be  able  to  find  plenty  of  confirmatory 
proof.    Rocky,  mountainous,  and  hilly  countries 
are  hindrances  which  modify  the  general  law  of 
river-bank  formation,  the  effect  of  which  is  best 
observed  in  a  level  country  where  the  soil  is  yield 
ing.    The  fact  that  in  our  northern  hemisphere  the 
right  banks  of  our  rivers  are  nearly  always  the 
higher  and  the  left  lower  and  more  liable  to  flooding, 
explains  why  most  human  settlements  on  the  banks 
of  rivers  flowing  mainly  in  the  direction  of  the 
meridian  (that  is,  north  and  south),  with  few  excep 
tions.  are  on  the  right  bank,  because  it  is  more  pro 
tected.    For  examples  and  proofs  of  the  effect  of 
the  law  referred  to  we  need  not  make  a  long  search 
The  best  district  for  the  study  of  river-bank  forma 
tion  in  Europe  is  undoubtedly  Russia,  with  its  great 
plains  of  yielding  soil  and  great  rivers,  of  which  the 
most  important  flow  chiefly  in  the  direction  of  the 
meridian,  and  it  is  to  the  Russian  scientist,  Von 
Baer,  that  we  owe  the  discovery,  over  fifty  years 
ago,  of  this  law  of  the  action  of  the  rotation  of  the 
earth  on  the  course  and  formation  of  rivers.". 
How  ALL  this  Affects  us  as  Anglers. 
I  find  I  have  been  carried  away  by  the  interest  of 
this  "  side-power "  theory  of  rivers  to  translate 
more  than  I  intended,  and  have  no  space  to  refer  to 


the  examples  the  writer  gives  of  many  German 
rivers.*  He  points  out  the  "  side-power  "  has  great 
influence  on  the  numbers  and  nature  of  fish  in  a 
river;  in  the  deeper  side,  where  the  banks  are  steep 
and  the  stream  stronger,  where  the  river  has  made 
natural  preserves  by  piling  up  rocks,  stumps  of 
trees,  etc.,  and  worn  out  the  bank  into  holes,  we 
find  the  more  slender-built,  stream-loving  fish,  such 
as  the  trout,  barbel,  gudgeon,  dace,  chub,  etc.,  while 
in  the  shallower,  quieter,  weedy  reaches  opposite  the 
roach,  bream,  and  small  fry  seek  their  food,  followed 
by  the  pike.  These  shallower,  quieter  waters  are 
necessary  for  the  spawning  of  what  the  Germans 
call  friedfische—ths^t  is,  those  peaceful  fellows  of  the 
carp  family  chiefly,  just  as  the  barbel,  trout,  and 
the  salmonidaB  generally  want  a  brisker,  more 
streamy  water.  Our  rivers  are  too  small  to  afford 
good  examples  of  long  stretches  of  water  flowing  in 
the  direction  of  the  meridian,  but  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, the  Trent,  Severn,  and  Shannon  have  their 
chief  towns  chiefly  on  the  right  bank — that  is,  east 
bank,  where  they  flow  more  or  less  parallel  to  the 
meridian. 

Anglers  and  Longevity. 

Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  kindly  sends  me  a  cutting  from  the 
Edinburgh  Evening  Dispatch  giving  some  interest- 
ing particulars  about  anglers  and  old  age  from  an 
angler  of  eighty-six,  who  caught  his  first  trout  about 
thejyear  the  "  Amateur  Angler  "-  was  bom  : — 

"  Sm, — Two  old  anglers  have  just  passed  away — 
David  Webster,  a  noted  Lanarkshire  angler,  who 
died  on  his  way  home  from  the  fishing,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  years,  and  now  George  Thomson, 
Cupar,  Fife,  who  died  the  other  day  at  the  great  age 
of  ninety-seven  years.  Both  these  anglers  we  knew 
well,  having  often  met  at  the  waterside,  Webster 
fishing  the  Clyde  and  Thomson  the  Eden,  -with  Mr. 
Robert  Veich!^  of  Peebles,  who  died  a  few  years  ago 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three. 

"  In  reference  to  myself,  I  enter  into  my  eighty- 
sixth  birthday  to-morrow,  May  28,  having  been 
born  in  the  year  1819.  I  caught  the  first  trout  when 
a  Uttle  over  five  years  of  age.  It  was  over  lib.  in 
weight,  and  that  gave  me  fishing  on  the  brain  all  the 
rest  of  my  life.  These  are  but  proofs  of  the  benefit 
of  angling  to  long  life.  There  is  no  exercise  so  bene- 
ficial to  health  and  so  congenial  to  the  feelings  or  for 
the  exercise  of  skill  than  angling ;  it  brings  every 
muscle  of  the  body  into  play,  and  especially  the 
muscles  of  the  chest.  A  day  or  two's  sport  at  the 
river-side  gives  the  angler  for  weeks,  aye,  for  months, 
afterwards  a  feeling  of  perfect  health. — I  am,  etc., 
"  Leith.'!  "  M.  Winlay. 

Eggs  for  Fly  Tying  Wanted. 

I  want  to  buy  a  sitting  of  a  good  strain  of  Honey 
Dun  fowls  and  old  EngUsh  game,  to  rear  for  fly- 
tying,  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  anyone  who 
has  any  to  sell. 

Saved  from  a  Watery  Grave. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  writes 
for  the  Tasmanian  papers,  describing  some  sport  he 
had  in  the  Sorell  River,  near  White  Stone  Point, 
says  :  "  It  was  here  that  I  saved  four  fine  trout  from 
a  watery  grave."  I  have  been  fishing  for  nearly 
half  a  century,  and  it  never  struck  me  in  that  light 
before.  R.  B.  Maeston. 


THE  PEAK  OF  DEEBYSHIKE. 

The  Peak  of  Derbyshire,  which  the  late  Mr.  John 
Ruskin  described  as  "  the  most  educational  of  all 
English  landscapes,"  and  for  which  other  notable 
writers  have  claimed  pre-eminence  for  natural 
beauty,  is  the  subject  of  a  new  illustrated  handbook 
which  the  Midland  Railway  Company  have  issued 
for  the  present  tourist  season.  The  Httle  volume  is 
handsomely  illustrated,  and  contains  short  descrip- 
tive notes,  maps,  and  tables  of  fares  and  other  infor- 
mation. Last  year  the  Midland  Company  intro- 
duced circular  tour  tickets,  enabling  the  holder  to 
visit  most  of  the  places  of  interest,  and  this  year 
additional  facilities  are  given,  by  means  of  which 
the  tourist  may  make  himself  better  acquainted 
with  the  Northern  Peakland. 

*  On  the  Weichsel  he  says  the  right  or  eastern 
bank  is  higher  and  steeper  than  the  left,  which  ia 
exposed  to  floods.  "  On  the  right  bank,  therefore, 
we  find  not  only  manj'  populous  towns,  but  also 
strong  fortres.se3." 
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"WHAT  I  SAW  AND  HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON,    AND  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
By  Philip  Geen. 


{Continued  from  page  348.) 

It  was  fair  day  at  Killybegs,  and  the  train  that 
took  lis  there  for  the  second  time  was  so  crowded 
that  we  had  to  get  in  just  where  we  could.  Men 
with  loud,  emphatic  voices  were  laying  down  the 
law  on  a  variety  of  agricultural  topics,  but  they 
were  not  so  preoccupied  as  to  forget  to  squeeze 
themselves  together  to  make  a  seat  for  me,  and, 
very  considerately,  next  the  door  I  entered  at. 

Above  the  general  talk,  or  because  of  its  nearness 
to  me,  I  heard  my  immediate  neighbour  address 
the  person  opposite  with  : 

"  It's  seven  pounds  ten  you're  owing  me,  Maloney, 
and  it's  glad  of  payment  I'll  be." 

Mr.  Maloney's  reply  was  a  full  acknowledgment 
of  his  indebtedness,  and  by  its  tone  one  might  have 
inferred  that  such  public  reference  to  it  was  rather 
pleasing  to  him. 

"  It's  everyone  of  meself  that  knows  I  am  owing 
you  sivin  pounds  tin,  Mr.  McCarty,  and  it's  plenty 
of  shecurity  I  am  holding." 

"  Security  is  it  you  are  holding 't  Faix,  I  think 
it's  meself  should  hold  that  ;  unless,  may-be,  you 
have  some  intentions  of  paying  me  this  same  day." 

"  Begorra,  and  that's  thrue  for  you,  Mr.  McCarty. 
I  had  intintions,  and  it's  hours  I  spent  wid  me  wife 
this  morning,  and  all  I  got  for  that  same  is  a  shilling 
beyant  me  fare." 

"Then  I'd  better  be  having  the  securit}',  Maloney; 
it's  the  square  way  of  doing  business." 

"  Faix,  no  !  I  think  ye'd  better  take  me  shilling  ; 
you  can  no  be  wanting  me  wife  and  childer  for  sivin 
pounds  tin.  There's  no  belavin'  Mrs.  McCarty  wud 
be  agreeable,  more  power  to  her,  wid  so  many  fine 
childer  of  her  own." 

A  car  was  waiting  at  the  statii  n  to  take  us  on  to 
Carrick.  Killybegs  is  a  remarkably  clean  town, 
prettily  wooded  in  its  environs  and  beautifully 
situated  on  the  north  side  of  its  charming  harbour, 
which  is  nearly  landlocked  and  secure  in  all  weathers. 
Here  you  can  rely  on  the  best  and  freshest  fish 
food ;  indeed,  it  is  quite  an  important  fishing 
station.  The  town  and  its  districts  have  a  great 
reputation  as  a  health  resort,  and  deservedly  so, 
too,  if  the  benefits  I  once  gained  from  a  fortnight's 
sojourn  there  may  be  taken  as  a  criterion.  Sea- 
anglers  may  enjoy  sport  to  their  hearts'  content, 
as  all  kinds  of  fish  are  abundant,  and  the  pollack 
grounds  over  which  they  can  twiddle  their  rubber 
worms  are  practically  unlimited.  I  had  splendid 
sport  round  the  islands  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour 
(luring  my  first  visit  there ;  but  as  that  is  many 
years  since,  I  tliink  it  better  to  give  you  the  more 
recent  experiences  of  the  writer  of  the  following 
letter  : — 

"  TeeHn  National  Schools,  Carrick, 
October  19,  1903. 
Dear  Mr.  Geen, — I  really  must  -vvTite  to  tell 

Jrou  of  the  wonderful  sport  I  had  here  after  you 
eft.  The  sunken  rocks  and  headlands  must  have 
been  swarming  with  big  ones  ;  but  no  matter  how 
many  or  how  large  they  were  that  I  brought  to  the 
pier,  the  fishermen  and  coastguardsmen  would  be 
sure  to  say  you  and  your  son  had  taken  ten  times 
as  many,  and  larger  ones.  During  the  school 
holidays  I  visited  Killybegs,  where  I  had  great 
hauls,  some  specimens  weighing  over  141b.  Thank 
you  again  and  again  for  the  wire  and  leads.  Come 
again  to  Ireland,  and  do  not  forget  how  pleased  I 
shall  be  for  you  or  any  of  your  English  friends  to 
use  my  boat. — Faithfully  yours,        J.  Boyle.  "- 

Killybegs'  main  street  was  not  easily  negotiated 
afi  we  sought  to  leave  the  town  for  Carrick.  The 
din  and  gesticulations  of  the  excited  crowds  offering 
their  wares  and  animals  for  sale,  with  the  jaunting- 
cars  everywhere  and  in  every  possible  position, 
Home  with  their  long  shafts  pointed  heavenwards 
as  if  in  appeal  against  the  rough  usage  being  dealt 
out  to  them  by  other  cars  horsed  by  ill-tempered 
or  frightened  animals,  made  up  a  Bedlam  of  disorder, 
while  the  drivei's,  madder  than  the  brutes  they 
drove,  made  confusion  worse  confounded. 

It  was  a  rehef  to  leave  the  quaint  and  interesting, 
but  noisy,  sights  which,  judging  from  the  numbers 
and  variety  we  met  going  fairwards,  would  grow 
more  quaint  and  interesting  towards  evening. 
Bustling  lads  in  coveys  of  a  dozen  or  more,  toying 
playfully  with  substantial  sticks,  would  pass  us  at 


a  swinging  pace,  to  be  followed  by  maidens, 
numerous  and  varied,  who,  with  feet  freed  from 
leatherdom,  were  making  strides  that  would  soon 
bring  them  to  a  sight  of  the  town,  where  a  halt  is 
called,  boots  and  shoos  put  on,  and  the  little 
tiddyvatings  done  that  will  enable  them  to  enter 


Killybegs  itself  in  all  the  glory  of  the  much-thought- 
of,  pretty  and  becoming  outfits,  the  colours  of 
which  blend  so  charminglj-  witii  the  bloom  on  their 
cheeks,  enhanced,  no  doubt,  by  thoughts  of  the  fair. 
The  long  line  of  wayfarers  ended  in  the  late  and 
lonely  individuals  wliose  slow  gait  was  generally 
accounted  for  by  the  burdens  which  they  bore. 
Strange,  indeed,  and  yet  of  set  purpose,  was  the 
lateness  in  the  coming  of  two,  whose  means  of  transit 
and  the  lightness  of  their  load  justified  no  such 
tardiness.  On  turning  a  sharp  bend  in  the  road 
we  came  face  to  face  with  an  elderl}'  couple,  whose 
satisfied  looks  and  speech  betokened  a  confidence 
that  Killj-begs  Fair,  or,  at  any  rate,  its  most  impor- 
tant part,  had  to  await  their  coming.   I  inquired  of 


the  man  if  it  was  his  handsome  wife  that  he  would 
sell,  and,  if  so,  whom  could  he  hope  to  find  with 
wealth  enough  to  pay  her  price.  Mj'  words  were 
taken  in  earnest,  and  there  was  almost  a  look  of 
kill  in  the  old  man's  face  as  he  drew  fiimself  up  as 
a  singer  does  in  prcpaVation  for  his  highest  note  : 

"  Sorr,  divil  a  man  lives  on  this  earth  that  shall 
buy  a  kisa  of  her.'J 


At  this  the  old  lady  looked  so  proud  and  happy 
in  her  husband  that  1  would  have  kissed  her  myself 
had  there  not  been  a  whip  that  might  come  about 
ray  ears  before  I  could  have  effected  my  purpose. 
Surely  the  wife  had  read  m\'  fleeting  thoughts,  for 
she  beckoned  me  to  draw  near.    When  I  did  so. 


she  pressed  into  my  hand,  holding  it  fast,  a  small 
cake,  while  she  said  in  solemn  tones  : 

"Ate  ju5t  the  small  half,  the  lai-ger  save 
To  give  to  the  colleen  whose  love  ye  crave." 

As  I  held  the  cake  in  my  hand  and  thought  of  its 
powers  I  started  an  interesting  calculation.  I 
thought  of  the  basketfuls  I  had  seen  which  the 
donkey  was  slowly  drawing  to  impatiently  waiting 
"  bhoys  "  ("  bhoys  "  are  of  all  ages)  i  and  of  the 
pretty  "colleens"  shyly  hoping;  and  then  I  tried  to 
find  a  resulting  product.  What  a  problem  for  the 
brain-racking  column  of  the  Globe  ! 

Perhaps  my  photographer  feared  that  some  spell 
was  beginning  its  work  upon  me,  for  he  woke  me 
from  my  thoughts  by  hastily  relieving  me  of  the 


cake  which  had  so  peculiarly  come  into  my  posses- 
sion. Faith  in  love-philtres  and  love-cakes  is  very 
general,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  what  I 
could  chronicle  about  the  great  wonder  effected  by 
this  particular  cake  would  be  very  interesting  to 
many  who  are  prepared  to  welcome  further  proof 
of  their  marvellous  efficacy.  But  these  I  must' 
disappoint,  for  that  is  another  person's  story. 
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When  we  liad  parted  with  the  int«restmg  old 
couple  all  thoughts  of  the  fair  were  ousted  by  the 
magnificent  views  of  the  country  and  ocean  that 
surrounded  the  spot  on  which  we  stood.  Below  us 
lay  Fintragh  Bay.  with  its  flesh-coloured  strand ; 
and  away  in  the  very  far  distance  the  Sligo  coast, 
having  for  its  background  the  dark  blue  outline  of 
Ben  Bulbin.  Here  there  is  unbounded  delight  for 
the  eyes,  while  mouth  and  nostrils  are  filled  with 
breezes  fresh  from  Atlantic  waves,  and  over  all,  a 
most  dehghtful  sense  of  space  and  freedom. 

As  some  of  my  readers  may  not  as  yet  have  visited 
Ireland,  they  may  be  anxious  as  to  the  reception 
that  would  be  accorded  them  in  the  wild  highlands 
to  which  they  are  invited.  I  assure  them  they  may 
be  easy  on  that  score.  They  will  not  be  long  in 
discovering  that  their  presence  is  felt  by  one  and 
all  to  be  a  compliment  to  the  town  and  to  the 
district  in  which  they  are  staying,  and  that  each 
and  every  individual  feels  a  proprietary  right  in 
them  as  their  guests,  notwithstanding  the  proud 
position  assumed  by  their  particular  host,  whosoever 
he  may  be.  Your  person  and  property  will  be 
absolutely  secure;  no  man  will  injure  either; 
neither  will  he  allow  annoyance  to  approach  you. 
Woe  to  the  luckless  spalpeen  that  shall  disgrace 
them  by  begging  of  you  ! 
"Sir  Knight!  1  fegl  not  the  least  alarm, 
J  Xo  son  of  Erin  will  offer  ms  harm : 

For,  though  they  love  women  and  golden  store, 

Sir  Knight  1  thsy  love  honour  and  virtue  more." 

There  are  men  and  women  who  have  the  attributes 
of  the  lodestone  in  drawing  to  them,  quite  unknown 
to  themselves,  the  confidence  of  their  fellow  crea- 
tures. Sympathy  is  writ  large  in  every  feature, 
and  their  tongues  must  perforce  give  voice  to  the 
charity  that  is  ever  welling  up  within  them.  Some 
of  us  become  children  in  their  presence,  and,  child- 
like, we  rely  more  on  our  instincts  than  on  our 
judgment.  The  Irish  are  susceptibility  itself  to 
sympathy,  and  their  innermost  thoughts  may  be 
yours  ;  but  let  them  once  doubt  you,  and  a  snail 
is  not  more  ready  to  draw  back  than  they.  And  if 
their  doubt  be  justified  by  your  badly-disguised 
ridicule  of  them  or  of  their  country,  you  may  in  a 
flash  find  yourself  consigned  to  the  hottest  corner 
in  realms  unmentionable. 

I  once  had  the  misfortune  to  lay  myself  open  to 
tlie  suspicion  of  attempting  to  ridicule  an  Ennis- 
kiUen  shopkeeper.  I  was  stajring  there  for  a  few 
days'  fishing  in  that  neighbourhood,  and,  as  I  was 
leaving  for  an  outlandish  part,  I  thought  it  well  to 
take  with  me  a  bottle  of  the  best  whiskey  I  could 
get.  So,  on  the  evening  prior  to  starting,  I  entered 
a  store  and  asked  for  it,  and  the  reply  I  got  was  : 

"  AVhat  size  bottle  ?  "  This,  on  consideration, 
seems  a  simple  question,  yet  I  was  for  a  moment 
so  nonplussed  that  I  replied  : 

"  It's  just  a  bottle  I  want."    Then,  said  he  : 

"  The  divil  take  ye,  if  you're  not  knowing  the 
size  of  it."  Even  then  I  could  only  think  that  a 
bottle  of  whiskey  was  just  a  bottle  of  whiskey,  and 
so  I  told  him  that  where  I  came  from  we  know 
nothing  of  different  sized  bottles  of  it. 

By  this  time  he  had  lost  all  patience,  and  told 
me  that  I  should  be  where  I  came  from  and  never 
leave  it  again  on  any  account.  I  rejoined  that  I 
thought  him  a  red-headed  little  spitfire.  This  drew 
from  him  a  flow  of  curses  that  I  thought  would 
never  cease.  Their  easy  flow  and  infinite  variety 
were  such  that  I  remained  to  hear  and  see  him  work 
himself  to  the  highest  pinnacle  of  his  blue  art.  The 
gradation  from  his  mildest  shot  at  me  to  his  stronger 
and  hotter  ones,  as  his  passion  grew,  showed  a  skilled 
excellence  in  shading  that  fascinated  me  and  took 
from  me  all  power  of  speech,  and  so  I  listened  to 
the  ever-increasing  stream  as  it  flowed  from  his 
wonderfully  stored  memory.  On  my  return  to  the 
hotel,  I  did  what  I  then  wished  I  had  done  before, 
purchased  my  whiskey  there. 

Just  on  the  point  of  starting  next  morning,  it 
occurred  to  me  to  buy  tobacco,  so  I  hastened  into 
the  nearest  shop  where  I  saw  packets  of  it  in  the 
window,  and  there,  to  my  astonishment,  I  came  face 
to  face  with  Mr.  Eloquent  of  the  night  before.  I 
was  about  to  rush  out ;  but  his  smile  at  my  open 
mouth  altered  my  mind,  and  I  asked  him  if  he 
kept  4oz.  tins  of  medium  Capstan.  He  said  he  did 
when  he  could  not  .sell  them,  and  that  it  would  be  a 
plea.sure  to  serve  a  gentleman  who  knew  what  he 
wanted. 

Do  not  expect  Irishmen  to  be  in  a  hurry  about 
trifles.  It  is  only  when  merriment  or  profit  is  in 
the  air  that  they  really  bustle  themselves.  They 
have  infinitely  too  much  faith  in  to-morrow  for 


over-haste  to-day.  Their  philosophy  is  portrayed 
in  these  song  extracts  : 

"  Sit  ye  down,  my  heartie,  and  gi'e  us  a  crack. 
Let  the  wind  tak'  the  care  o'  the  world  on  ,  his 
back." 

And: 

"I  like  to  lay  down  in  the  sun. 
And  drame,  when  my  faytures  is  scorchin'. 
Then  when  I'm  too  ould  for  more  fun, 
Why  I'll  marry  a  wife  with  a  fortune." 

They  worry  not,  but  leave  much  to  Fate  ;  and 
the  hopes  that  leave  some  with  their  youth  stay  on 
with  them  all  through  life.  Had  I  the  ordering  that 
doctors  have,  whose  speciality  is  brain  and  nerve 
troubles,  it  is  to  such  an  atmosphere  as  is  produced 
by  the  scenery  and  the  people  of  Donegal  that  I 
would  send  them.  There,  where  every  stone  has 
its  legend,  every  hill  its  tale  ;  where  Atlantic 
breezes  rustle  wild  flowers  and  bring  gushes  of 
perfume,  they  may  see  what  pleasures  life  still 
holds  for  them. 

I  cannot  remember  how  many  retired  colonels  I 
have  met  on  my  angling  trips  ;  possibly  not  nearly 
so  many  as  I  imagine.  A  colonel  may  be  so  much 
in  evidence  as  to  leave  impressions  that  multiply 
him.  It  is  a  little  startling  when,  on  your  arrival 
at  a  hotel,  you  see  him  in  the  porch  and  the  first 
words  you  hear  from  him  are  : 

"  Good  morning  ?  Good  morning  for  what  ?  "  in 
a  distinctly  irritable  tone  ;  and  then,  in  answer  to 
his  gillie's  further  statement : 

"  It's  a  fine  morning  for  fish,  colonel." 

"  Fine  morning  for  fish  be  .    There  are  no 

fish."  The  gillie  evidently  knew  his  man,  so  in  a 
coaxing  tone  he  said  : 

"  Be  jabers,  sorr.  it  was  a  rale  beauty  you  so 
nearly  had  yesterday.  Bad  luck  to  the  beastly 
bush  he  was  round  in  a  twinkling  second  !  '' 

The  colonel,  a  little  molUfied,  said : 

"  A  kelt,  man ;  a  kelt." 

When  taking  his  seat  for  dinner  after  a  fruitless 
day — fishless,  I  prefer  to  say,  as  no  day's  fishing 
can  be  altogether  fruitless — he  snatched  at  the 
menu  in  such  a  fashion  as  made  me  fear  that  what 
might  be  written  there  would  not  be  pleasing  to  him. 
He  read  aloud  : 

"Potato  Soup. 
Rabbit  Pie." 

Then  compressed  his  lips,  puckered  his  brow, 
and  read  again,  quite  witheringly  : 

"  Potato  Soup. 
Rabbit  Pie." 

What  he  then  said  does  not  count.  I  know  he 
has  served  his  country  in  beastly  climates  while  I 
have  stayed  at  home. 

"Think  what  'e's  been, 
Think  what  'e's  seen. 
Think  of  his  pension  an' — 

Gawd  save  the  Queen." 

A  month  later  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
the  gallant  soldier  again,  and,  strange  coincidence, 
he  was  talking  to  a  gillie  ;  but  in  such  a  di  fferent 
tone  that  there  was  no  need  for  him  to  tell  me  he 
had  enjoyed  his  stay  in  co.  Donegal. 

The  drive  from  Killybegs  to  Carrick,  ten  miles, 
continues  so  interesting  that  you  are  full  of  expec- 
tations at  each  turn  of  the  road  as  to  the  scenes 
that  will  present  themselves.  Though  it  be  only  a 
cabin,  the  infinite  variety  of  these  dwellings,  which 
seem  so  much  alike,  clearly  denotes  to  those  who 
have  been  observant  in  such  matters  the  circum- 
stances of  the  dwellers  therein. 

A  long,  steep  descent  takes  us  to  the  village  of 
Kilcar,  where  fishing  is  promised  by  the  presence 
of  the  Abbey  ruins.  Only  one  more  hill  to  climb, 
and  we  have  a  view  of  Carrick,  which  stands  a 
little  above  Teelin  Bay  and  has  the  Glen  river 
running  at  its  side,  and  the  Owenwee  river  close 
at  hand. 

{To  be  continued,,) 


THE  WEATHER  IN  NORWAY. 


Sixth  Weekly  Weather  Report; 

Telegrams  from  the  various  districts  both  north 
and  south,  compriaing  Mandal,  Bergen,  Sogne  and 
Sond  Fjords.  Trondhjem,  and  Namsos,  are  as 
follows : — "  Weather  mild,  rivers  rising,  and  salmon 
are  commencing  to  ascend,'<      Jambs  Dowell. 

May  31, 


NOTES    ON  NATURAL-FLY 
FISHING  OR  DAI'PING. 
By  Benwyan. 

(Continued  from  page  349.) 
FisHiNcs  Weather. 

In  clear,  bright  weather,  nearly  calm,  or  with  an 
easterly  wind,  dapping  is  more  of  a  toil  than  a 
pleasure,  and  little  sport  is  to  be  had.  The  flies 
rise  like  Jacks-in-the-box,  and  almost  immediately 
take  flight,  running  the  gauntlet  of  swifts,  martins, 
and  gulls  en  route  to  the  tops  of  high  trees.  The 
sun  is  refracted  off  the  water  under  the  leaf  of  one's 
hat,  burning  the  skin  of  the  face  and  hands  till  it 
peels  off  in  flakes,  and  sometimes  affecting  the  eyes 
badly  unless  coloured  glasses  are  worn.  With  such 
an  easterly  wind  after  noon  one  can  only  fish  right 
in  the  wake  of  the  glare  of  the  sun,  and  its  glittering 
dazzle  nearly  makes  one  ill.  On  most  days  the 
fishing  or  the  flies  fail  rather  about  midday  or  lunch- 
time,  the  late  mornings  and  early  evenings  being 
best.  I  have  gone  out  and  tried  drifts  of  high 
repute  at  2  a.m.  without  raising  a  fish,  though 
towards  the  end  of  the  season,  when  dead  flies 
abounded  everywhere,  I  have  taken  some  trout 
before  eCnine  o'clock  breakfast. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  varied  luck  in  dapping, 
some  days  being  much  superior  to  others,  particu- 
larly those  when  the  air  is  moist  and  the  flies  require 
a  little  time  to  dry  and  stiffen  their  wings  w'nen  the 
breeze  is  a  little  too  strong  for  them  to  take  wing, 
and  on  account  of  the  wave  fewer  rises  are  seen, 
though  the  trout  at  these  times  take  with  decision. 
Stalking  rises  then  becomes  as  unnecessary  as  it  is 
impossible.  The  dapper's  lexicon  contains  no  such 
word  as  "fail,"  and  several  lively  engagements  may 
take  place  on  a  single  drift.  On  a  day  like  this,  if 
the  wmd  grows  stronger,  long  roughly-parallel  lines 
of  foam  stretch  away  down  the  wind,  and,  whether 
fact  or  folklore,  between  these  foam  tracks  is  thought 
to  be  a  favourite  lodge  for  good  trout.  On  these 
days,  too,  if  the  boat  is  allowed  to  drift  down  on  a 
lee  shore,  almost  till  it  grates  upon  the  bottom,  fine 
trout  may  be  hooked  among  the  stones  and  little 
breakers  close  to  the  water's  edge.  Less  lively,  but 
more  charming,  is  the  calm  twilight  hour  in  the  deep 
shade  of  high  woods,  when  the  boat  with  shipped 
oars  is  stationary  over  a  bank  or  shoal,  where  the 
trout  are  feeding  on  the  outspread  Black  Drakes 
that  have  finished  their  mortal  career.  As  they 
swim  lazily  around  a  soft  rise  or  gulp  is  noticed 
close  by,  and  a  single  magpie  dap  is  deftly  and 
gently  undercast  towards  it.  The  fall  upon  the 
still  water  calls  the  attention  of  the  fish,  and  the 
fly  is  almost  immediately  seized,  when  a  sturdy  fight 
at  close  range  is  ended  by  short  shrift,  and  another 
is  added  to  the  tale  of  the  day's  take. 
The  Positions  of  Trout  in  Lakes  and  the 
Effect  of  Light  on  Fishing. 

In  a  most  interesting  volume  upon  trout  fishing, 
by  Mr.  Earl  Hodgson,  which  has  been  recently  pub- 
lished and  extensively  reviewed,  and  which  abounds 
in  material  conducive  to  thought,  there  are  refer- 
ences to  the  unknown  positions  assumed  by  trout 
in  lakes,  and  also  to  the  effect  of  light  upon  fishing. 
These  are  noticed  by  "  Val  Conson  "  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  April  16,  who,  alluding  to  both  points, 
observes  that  if  trout  were  ascertained  to  he  in 
some  habitual  relation  to  the  direction  of  wind  or 
wave,  what  a  flood  of  light  would  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  subject.  It  may  be  so,  but  what  the 
result  of  the  illumination  might  amount  to  so  far  as 
lake  dapping  is  concerned  is  unf ortunatelj'  as  obscure 
as  anything  else  connected  with  the  positions  most 
favoured  by  fish  in  open  lakes  where  they  are  quite 
free  to  take  any  that  they  may  prefer,  nor  are  we 
likely  to  gain  anything  if  surmise  is  given  the  place 
of  absent  knowledge.  Where  fish  move  in  shoals 
they  are  usually  seen  to  follow  one  course  for  the 
time,  and  it  seems  but  natural  to  suppose  that  in 
doing  so  they  obey  the  same  sort  of  impulse  as 
affects  those  creatures  upon  land  who  feed  in  groups 
with  their  heads  in  one  direction,  a  tendency  Ukely 
to  be  increased  when  the  fish's  food  arrives  from  a 
definite  quarter,  as  ilay  Flies  come  drifting  before 
the  wind  ;  in  which  case  the  fish  might  be  imagined 
either  to  await  the  coming  flics  or  to  go  and  meet 
them,  making  excursions  also  perhaps  after  other 
prey  living  in  the  water  or  to  capture  immature 
insects  on  their  way  to  its  surface.  Clianges  of 
wind  would  be  likely" to  render  the  fish's  movements 
in  pursuit  of  food  irregular  until  a  new  di-ift  of  flies 
had  been  established,  but  in  the  entire  absence  of 
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"wind  I  have  often  noticed  the  rings  of  rising  trout 
following  each  other  along  the  shore  of  a  lake  in  a 
way  which  left  little  doubt  that  the  fish  were 
coasting,  several  apparently  taking  the  same 
direction.' 

Bearing  their  manner  of  cruising  thus  in  mind,  I 
have  felt  uncertain  of  being  able  to  drift  down  wind 
over  a  fish  seen  to  rise  at  some  distance  in  front,  nor 
if  one  was  risen  near  the  supposed  spot,  have  I  had 
much  confidence  in  its  being  the  same  fish  reap- 
pearing, it  being  quite  likely  that  the  one  seen 
first  might  have  moved,  or  the  drifting  boat  might 
have  swerved  from  the  direct  line.  It  is  often 
rightly  or  wrongly  supposed  that  fish  in  a  lake  lie 
head  to  wind,  and  even  if  they  were  known  to  lie 
in  other  directions,  or  if  it  were  bett3r  established 
that  they  can  see  but  imperfectly  backwards, 
neither  circumstance  would  present  any  advantage 
to  the  dap-fisher  whose  method  of  approach  depends 
upon  the  wind  which  he  cannot  drift  or  dap  against, 
and  so  must  needs  be  satisfied  to  make  the  best  of 
his  opportunities  with  the  means  at  his  disposal. 

Considerations  regarding  the  effects  of  light  or 
glare  upon  fishing  in  lakes,  as  treated  by  Mr. 
Hodgson  and  dealt  with  by  his  critics,  wiO  also  claim 
attention.  Glare  being  reflected  light,  its  distri- 
bution is  of  course  more  or  less  universal,  though  its 
recognition  be  quite  personal  to  each  individual 
placed  in  a  certain  position  with  regard  to  the 
reflection  ;  but  whatever  relation  be  traced  between 
fishing  and  the  fisher's  sense  of  glare,  it  is  not  easy 
to  imagine  fish  being  conscious  of  any  reflection  at 


on  thfe  further  side  of  a  glass  window-pane  or  roof.- 
A  fish  may  first  see  the  fly  in  the  water,  drawn 
through,  or  over  and  out  of  it,  and  may  be  seen  to 
rusl^  after  this  moving  fly,  grasping  it  in  the  air 
with  as  much  certainty  as  if  it  had  not  left  the 
water  at  all,  which  would  favour  the  idea  either 
that  there  is  no  sensible  refraction  to  make  objects 
in  the  air  seem  displaced  when  viewed  from  a 
denser  medium  below,  or  if  there  is,  that  it  does 
not  affect  the  vision  of  trout,  certainly  of  those 
which  have  been  hooked  in  this  manner. 

Light  being  inseparably  connected  with  vision, 
whether  it  be  that  of  fishes  or  our  own,  has  therefore 
much  to  do  with  fishing,  though  the  relations  be 
but  obscurely  appreciated.  The  prevalence  of  much 
light,  to  wit  a  bright  day,  is  proverbially  bad  for 
fishing  on  either  lake  or  stream,  sometimes  possibly 
because  the  greater  light  reveals  too  much,  where 
predatory  instincts  are  concerned,  and  drives  the 
prey,  whether  it  be  that  of  the  fish  or  the  angler, 
into  concealment ;  but  when  the  light  wanes  in 
evening  hours,  as  already  mentioned,  fish  are  busy 
feeding  on  the  shallows  or  in  the  bays,  and 
apparently  more  occupied  in  this  way  than  at 
corresponding  times  in  the  increasing  light  of  early 
morning.  On  the  other  hand,  when  it  grows  quite 
dark,  fish  are  unfortunately  easily  attracted  by  the 
brilliance  of  a  torch  or  lamp,  as  is  well  known  to 
poachers  who  "  burn  "  the  streams  at  night. 

As  shadows  result  from  intercepted  Ught,  a  word 
may  be  said  about  them,  too.  A  little  reflection 
will  show  that  from  the  position  of  the  sun  and  the 


Fig.  5.— Dapping  at  Twilight,  Ringbawn  Bay. 


all  from  the  upper  surface  of  the  water  above  them, 
though  the  light  which  penetrates  it  may  be  thrown 
about  from  the  surfaces  of  various  objects  beneath. 
Fish  may  be  thus  very  sensible  of  an  increase  of 
light,  but  whether  it  produces  for  them  the  sensation 
of  glare  at  any  time,  or  whether  their  eyes  are  ever 
dazzled  by  direct  sunlight — eyes  which  have  not 
been  provided  with  lids  because  none  are  needed — 
are  questions  which  may  fairly  be  left  aside. 

The  vision  of  fishes  is  doubtless  specially  suited 
to  the  medium  in  which  they  live  and  the  light 
which  reaches  them  there.  But  whether  it  differs 
greatly  from  our  own  or  not,  there  seems  to  be  some 
disparity  between  our  looking  into  and  their  looking 
out  of  water  in  ordinary  daylight,  as  will  be  apparent 
from  considering  the  case  of  a  trout  springing  out  of 
water  and  grasping  a  fly  at  some  distance  in  the  air 
above  its  surface. 

Owing  to  refraction,  a  coin  hidden  by  the  side  of 
a  basin  in  which  it  lies  may  be  brought  into  view  by 
adding  water  enough  ;  or  a  boathook  partly  im- 
mersed obliquely  in  water  will  show  that  its  lower 
ends — as  aisu  the  coin — are  not  where  they  seem  to 
be  when  looking  down  upon  them  through  water. 
Reverse  the  position,  recalling  to  mind  some  trout 
that  may  have  been  seen  flashing  up  from  the  depth 
of  a  pool  or  lake  to  seize  a  fly  in  the  air,  and  so 
successfully  (at  times,  if  not  always)  as  to  show  that 
the  trout  must  have  known  exactly  where  the  fly 
was  when  making  its  spring,  and  that  the  refraction 
distorting  the  position  of  objects,  looking  down- 
ward, hafi  interfered  no  more  with  the  fish's  upward 
vi©.v  than  it  would  have  done  if  one  had  tried  to 
hit  a  mark  with  a  pistol  shot  at  some  short  distance 


general  transparency  of  the  water  separate  shadows 
from  people,  boats,  or  other  objects  can  seldom 
affect  the  fisher  who  daps  upon  lakes,  however  they 
might  interfere  with  dapping  from  a  flooded  river's 
bank  or  with  an  angler  wading  in  mid-stream. 
There  seems  to  be  a  popular  prejudice  about  the  ill 
effect  of  allowing  one's  shadow  to  fall  upon  the  water 
they  are  fishing,  as  if  there  was  something  of  itself 
noxious  in  a  shadow,  it  being  quite  overlooked  that 
unless  the  water  is  absolutely  thick  with  foreign 
matter  or  frozen  dull,  it  will  not  receive  any  shadow 
at  all,  and  that  when  clear  the  shadow  falls  not  upon 
the  water  but  upon  its  bottom  at  ordinary  depths, 
while  at  greater  ones  shadows  would  have  blurred 
edges  and  much  decreased  intensity. 

A  thing  which  looks  Uke  a  shadow  may  be  some- 
times seen  projected  upon  clear  water,  but  this  is 
recognised  to  be  where  the  path  of  what  would  be 
a  shadow  if  it  fell  on  land  intercepts  one  broad 
reflection,  say,  from  the  sky,  but  permits  another, 
say,  from  dark,  distant  mountains,  to  appear. 

A  shadow  having  reached  the  bottom  of  the  water 
would  of  course  move  there  as  did  the  object  which 
caused  it,  the  motion  of  either  seen  by  the  fish 
being  what  disturbs  them  as  that  of  a  hunter  in  a 
forest  startles  game.  It  may  be  frequently  observed 
that  fish  will  not  mind  the  presence  of  a  man 
standing  quite  still,  or  the  ordinary  motions  of 
cattle  standing  in  their  view.  Though  often  thought 
of,  I  have  never  known  the  shadow  of  a  boat  drifting 
or  at  rest  to  scare  trout  in  a  lake  ;  indeed,  I  have 
seen  them  rise  close  to  a  boat's  shaded  side,  and 
anglers  know  well  how  the  shadow  of  a  cloud  passing 
over  the  water  being  fished  often  produces  a  favour- 


able moment  for  trout  to  rise,  so  that  shadows  are 
not  always  inimical  to  fishing. 

Intermittent  Rising.- 

The  way  in  which  trout  rise  and  feed  at  intervals 
is  extraordinary,  and  has  never,  so  far  as  I  am 
aware,  been  accounted  for.  Sometimes  for  half-an- 
hour  or  an  hour  not  a  rise  will  be  seen  far  -or  near  ; 
then  suddenly  a  fish  jumps,  and  at  once  a  rapid  feed 
commences,  continuing  for  an  uncertain  time  ;  then 
rises  gradually  cease,  and  the  whole  performance  is 
repeated  in  similar  fashion.  It  may  be  that'  one  fish, 
yielding  to  some  impulse,  sees  a  fly  and  takes  it,  and 
another,  or  more,  seeing  this,  go  and  do  likewise, 
while  each  that  does  so  is  seen  and  imitated  by 
numbers,  and  so  the  feed  goes  on  in  an  increasing 
ratio,  till  the  larders  of  all  being  stocked,  they  leave 
off  for  a  time  to  digest  what  they  have  taken,  and 
then  recommence  the  business  all  over  again. 

While  a  strong  feeding  rise  is  progressing  I  have 
often  found  that  fish  will  take  nimbly  any  sizeable 
artificial  fly  offered,  either  cast  or  trolled,  and  there 
are  times,  no  matter  how  well  inclined  the  trout  are 
to  feed,  when  the  natural  drakes  come  fluttering 
down  wind  so  thickly  that  the  trout  are  soon  gorged, 
and  the  angler's  fly -has  but"  a  small  chance  among 
so  many. 

{To  be  continued.) 


MAY  FLY  NOTES. 

Mr.  M.  Mitchell,  of  Pannal,  near  Leeds. writing 
on  May  26,  says  :  "  One  of  my  boys  brought  me  a 
Green  Drake  off  Crimple  on  Monday,  May  23. 
This  is  very  early  for  Yorkshire.  Sport  is  improving 
here.  Crahtrees  and  blackthorn  just  coming  to  full 
bloom.  Lilacs  looking  well.'"  Our  London  lilacs 
are  over,  and  the  white  and  red  hawthorn  have 
been  out  some  time.  May  Flies  were  seen  on  thf^ 
Test,  near  Romsey,  on  May  23,  also  on  the  Hunger- 
ford  Canal  about  that  time. 

"  Stone  Fly — the  May  Fly  of  Yorkshire— is  on 
the  Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  etc.,  and  the  trout  are 
taking  it  freely.  T  got  twenty-four  fine  trout  in 
one  of  the  Yorkshire  streams  on  Tuesday  (May  SI).- 
I  find  this  favourite  fly  is  scarce  to  what  it  was 
some  years  ago.  and  you  cannot  find  one  where  you 
found  a  score  formerly.  A  few  odd  Green  Drakes 
have  been  seen  on  the  Rye,  Costa,  Derwent,  Picker- 
ing, and  Crimple  Beck.  Should  the  present  warm 
weather  continue  the  Green  Drake  will  be  well  on 
in  a  week.  "  John  E.  Miller. 

"Northern  Anglers'  Depot, 
"  19,  New  Station-street, 
"  Leeds. 


May  Fly  on  Lough  Mask,  Etc. 

"  On  Wednesday,  May  11,  I  saw  one  May  Fly  on 
the  Keel  River,  between  Lough  Carra  and  Lough 
Mask.  On  May  21  these  flies  came  up  there  abun- 
dantly, and  were  taken  freely  by  the  trout ;  but  as 
Lough  Carra  fell  owing  to  the  dry  weather,  the  river 
was  low,  and  the  large  trout  had  run  down  to  Lough 
Mask.  -Those  left  were  only  ^Ib.  to  fib. 

"  Since  May  11a  stray  fly  has  been  seen  occa- 
sionally on  Lough  Mask,  but  there  has  been  as  yet  no 
free  rise  of  the  fly  there.  This  I  attribute  to  the  very 
cold  weather  and  cold  -winds  which  prevailed  until 
last  week.  Hot  weather  has  now  set  in,  and  the 
May  Flies  -will  no  doubt  come  up  freely  with  the 
next  showers. 

"  The  fishing  hitherto  has  been  even  worse  than 
last  year  I  think.  The  small  Duns,  which  usually 
come  up  freely  on  the  rivers  and  lakes  all  through 
May,  have  been  very  scarce  this  year.  These 
remarks  apply  to  the  north-east  part  of  Lough 
Mask.  "  H.  T.  Knox. 

"  Ballinrobe,  co.  Mayo." 

"The  May  Fly  is  now  well  up  on  Lough  Erne: 
rain  is  falling  at  time  of  writing,  and  some  good 
sport  will  be  had  this  week. 

"  Ballyshannon,         "  M  "Rogan  and  Sons. 
June  1.'- 

[Many  other  references  to  the  May  Fly  will  be 
found  in  our  "  Reports  from  Rivers,"  etc. — Ed.] 


A  MOTHER  was  trying  to  impress  on  her  four- 
year-old  son  the  importance  of  going  to  bed  early, 
"You  know,"  she  began,  'the  little  chickens  always 
go  to  bed  with  the  sun."  "Yes,  mamma,"  he 
replied,  referring  to  a  story  she  had  lately  read  him, 
•'  but  the  big  hen  always  goes  along,  too." 
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FISHING  TACKLE  AT  THE  SPOKTS 
EXHIBITION  AT  THE  CRYSTAL 
PALACE. 


The  fishing  tackle  exhibits  at  the  Crystal  Palace 
are  eontined  to  those  of  a  few  houses,  but  they  are 
well  worth  a  visit,  especially  as  there  is  a  good 
light  and  plenty  of  space. 

Messes.  Hardy  Brothers 
have  an  excellent  show  of  their  first-rate  requisites 
for  anglers  at  the  Sports  Exhibition  at  the  Crystal 
Palace.    They  are  showing  some  dehghtful  feather- 
weight rods  of  ooz.,  4oz.,  and  even  less.    Their  10ft. 

Perfection,"  weighing  7oz.,  is  one  of  the  best  rods 
I  ever  handled  ;  it  is  so  even  in  action  and  powerful 
for  its  weight,  that  I  felt  I  must  get  one  like  it. 
Another  fine  rod  is  the  Halford  "  Peerless,"  too 
well  known  to  need  description,  but  rather  too 
heavy,  in  my  humble  opinion,  for  all  day  work  with 
the  dry  fly.  The  "  Hi  Regan  "  salmon  rod  has 
much  more  of  the  Castleconnell  action  than  is 
usually   found   in   built-cane   rods.    The  17|ft. 

Champion,"  the  nonagonal  16ft.  steel  centre,  and 
the  14ft.  Pennell  rods  have  all  special  claims  to 
notice  in  addition  to  their  general  excellence.  The 
Pennell  rod  is  just  the  thing  for  sea-trout  or  large 


spring  brake  which  acts  directly  on  the  rim  as  the 
brake  of  a  cycle  acts  on  the  tyre.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  know  if  this  most  powerful  brake 
does  not  answer  quite  as  well  as  the  American  plan 
of  applying  the  thumb,  protected  by  a  thumb-stall, 
to  the  hne  on  the  reel.  It  would  be  interesting 
because  I  have  known  English  anglers  who  have 
gone  after  tarpon  with  reels  made  in  this  country 
who  have  been  obUged  to  admit  that  they  were 
soon  compelled  to  get  an  American  reel  and  use 
it  as  the  Americans  do.  The  excellent  "  Royd  " 
landing-net  has  been  improved  by  the  addition  of 
a  very  simple  and  strong  lock -fast  action,  so  that 
you  have  no  fear  of  the  net  doubling  back  in  the 
excitement  of  landing  a  f  sh. 

Messrs.  Enright  &  Son, 

of  Castleconnell,  have  a  really  grand  show  of 
salmon  gut  and  salmon  flies — in  fact,  I  question 
whether  a  finer  display  of  salmon  flies  has  ever  been 
made.  They  pride  themselves  on  their  flies  and 
salmon  gut  almost  as  much  as  on  their  world-famed 
greenheart  salmon  and  trout  rods.  Although 
theoretically  the  sphced  rod  is  best,  I  am  not  at 
all  surprised  to  hear  that  they  are  making  more  of 
their  rods  with  ferrules  than  ever.  There  may  be 
theoretical  advantages  in  the  play  of  a  spliced  rod, 


get  better  value  for  the  money.  Their  15ft.  split- 
cane  salmon  rods  are  really  good  rods,  and  so  are 
their  two-guinea  and  three-and-a-half  guinea  trout 
fly  rods.  I  was  glad  to  see  they  show  my  old  friend 
the  late  Mr.  T.  ArckoH's  favourite  pattern  of  green- 
heart  fly  rod,  coloured  a  dull  green.  He  was  a  first- 
rate  fly  fisher  of  the  old  school,  and  did  not  believe 
in  the  modern  "  powerful  "  fly  rods  and  long  casting, 
but  he  got  the  fish  all  right.  He  would  have  been 
dehghted  with  Messrs.  Ogdcn  &  Scotford's  May  FUes 
and  delicate  Duns,  and  so  would  his  old  friend  and 
anghng  companion  on  many  an  expedition,  Mr. 
James  McRae,  another  first-class  fly  fisher,  who  I 
am  glad  to  say  is  still  with  us.  Many  a  grand 
basket  of  trout  have  they  made  together  on  the 
Wandle,  the  Darenth,  and  on  other  streams. 
Messrs.  Ogden  &  Scotford  have  a  very  good  40yd. 
double-taper  fly  line  at  8s.  6d.,  and  their  whole  show 
is  a  very  creditable  one. 

Messrs.  Foster,  op  Ashbourne, 
have  a  very  attractive  exhibit  of  their  famous  steel- 
ribbed  rods  in  whole  cane,  spht-cane,  and  green- 
heart.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  they  now  make  a 
steel-ribbed  roach  rod,  as  I  have  found  that  their 
steel-ribbed  whole  cane  fly  rod  answers  well  for  punt 
fisliing,  and  I  have  no  doubt  a  rod  specially  made 


Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers'  Stand  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 


trout,  and  an  angler  thinking  of  visiting  New 
Zealand  or  Tasmania  or  Canada  could  not  select  a 
more  useful  general  rod.  An  interesting  object- 
lesson  in  split- cane  rod  making  is  shown  by  Messrs. 
Hardy  in  the  shape  of  sections  of  cane  bound 
together  at  intervals  of  a  foot,  with  the  intervening 
lengths  spread  open  by  notched  corks.  In  general 
tackle  Messrs.  Hardy  have  a  fine  show  of  reels, 
creels,  landing-nets,  and  salmon  and  trout  flies. 
Their  "  Perfect  "  reel  is  provided  with  exceptionally 
strong  cog-wheel  and  spring  for  the  check,  not  with 
the  object  of  a  powerful  check,  but  to  prevent 
wearing  away  of  the  material.  A  new  feature  in 
this  reel  is  a  large  revolving  ring  placed  right  on 
the  front  of  the  reel  between  the  bars,  which  not 
only  distributes  the  line  evenly  in  winding  in,  but 
prevents  its  catching  on  the  back  of  the  reel  to  a 
greater  extent  than  is  the  case  with  ordinary  reels 
where  the  line  falls  out  on  either  side,  as  the  ring 
causes  it  to  fall  under  the  centre  instead  of  from 
one  of  the  corners,  where  the  straight  bar  is  attached 
U)  the  side  plate.  Messrs.  Hardy  give  great  atten- 
tion to  the  requirements  of  the  sea  angler,  and  in 
their  "  Ebona  "  sea  reel  they  claim  that  you  may 
wash  it  in  sea  water  with  impunity.  In  their 
tarpon  reel  the  brake  power  is  applied  on  the  rim 
in  the  way  first  siiggested,  I  believe,  by  Mr.  H.  S. 
Thomas,  of  mahscer  fame— namely,  by  pressing  a 


but  I  am  certain  they  are  far  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  the  obvious  advantages  of  the  ferrule, 
and  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  in  the  many  auction 
sales  of  rods  which  take  place  in  London,  the  fact 
that  a  rod  is  made  to  splice  detracts  more  than  fifty 
per  cent,  from  its  value.  Messrs.  Enright  make  a 
feature  of  tackle  for  heavy  salmon,  their  hooks  are 
extra  strong  in  the  wire  and  specially  tested,  and  in 
all  their  spinning  baits  and  traces  this  point  of 
great  strength  is  a  leading  feature.  A  441b.  Shannon 
salmon  was  killed  recently  by  Mr.  Gilbey  Vokins, 
of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  on  one  of  their  single  gut 
traces.  1  was  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Enright  that 
so  far  the  salmon  fishing  on  the  Shannon  has  been 
better  than  for  a  long  time  past,  and  I  am  certain 
that  for  killing  heavy  salmon  in  heavy,  big  water 
their  tackle  caimot  be  surpassed.  Of  baits  of  all 
kinds,  especially  in  spinning  baits  for  salmon,  they 
have  an  excellent  show.  It  was  on  one  of  their 
Devons  that  Mr.  Fred  Millbourne  killed  the  541b. 
salmon,  of  which  grand  fish  they  show  an  excellent 
model. 


Messrs.  Ogden  &  Scotford,  of  Cheltenham, 
show  a  very  good  selection  of  rods,  flies,  etc.  They 
have  wonderfully  improved  the  make  of  their  split- 
cane  rods  for  salmon  and  trout  fishing,  and  at  the 
prices  they  charge  I  do  not  know  where  anglers  can 


for  the  purpose  on  their  plan  would  be  better  stilL 
Their  fishing  creels  and  bags,  reels,  flies,  lines,  etc., 
are  excellent,  as  I  know  from  experience,  and  I  was 
onlj'  sorry  that  there  was  no  one  at  their  stall  and 
that  I  could  not  examine  some  of  their  things  more 
closely. 

Visitors  who  wish  to  see  a  really  good  thing  in 
the  way  of  travelling  trunks  should  see  JNIessrs. 
A.  Garstin  &  Co.'s  exhibit  of  their  new  patent 
"  steamer  "  trunks.  They  are  very  strong  and  very 
light,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  their  method  and 
materials  might  with  advantage  be  applied  to  the 
manufacture  of  angler's  creels.  Dog  lovei-s  will  be 
interested  in  their  show  of  first-rate  dog  collars  and 
chains. 

The  Exhibit  of  Stuffed  Fish. 
Many  club  and  private  collections  of  stuffed  fish 
are  shown  in  the  south  nave,  and  will  be  found  well 
worth  the  attention  of  anglers.  I  hope  to  give  a 
notice  of  them  a  little  later  on,  as  well  as  of  the  hve 
fish  in  the  Crystal  Palace  aquarium,  which,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Saville-Thomas,  hon.  curator  of  the 
Crystal  Palace  Fisheries'  Department,  make  a  very 
interesting  show.  Taking  it  altogether,  I  feel  sure 
no  angler  will  regret  a  visit  to  the  Palace  Sports 
Exhibition.  B.  B.  Marston. 
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"BAILY'S  MAGAZINE." 

The  June  number  of  Baily^s  Magazine  of  Sports 
and  Pastimes  has  a  seasonable  air  of  cricket  about 
it.  Mr.  P.  F.  Warner  furnishes  the  subject  of  the 
portrait  and  biographical  sketch.  An  article  on 
"  Cricket  Reform  "  deals  in  a  vigorous,  practical 
vein  with  certain  points  of  modern  cricket,  chiefly 
■with  an  eye  to  the  saving  of  time  and  the  completion 
of  matches.  The  writer  represents  that  it  would  be 
only  common-sense  to  cover  the  wicket  when  play 
is  interrupted  by  rain  ;  that  inasmuch  as  play  on  a 
wicket  which  has  been  flooded  is  worse  than  no  play 
at  all,  there  would  be  nothing  whatever  hostile  to 
the  traditions  or  spirit  of  the  game  in  thus  protect- 
ing the  wicket.  It  is  pointed  out,  further,  that  the 
spectators'  anxiety  to  see  the  match  resumed  after  a 
heavy  shower  of  rain,  which  leaves  the  wicket  quite 
unfit  for  play  at  times,  brings  about  a  display  of 
bad  feeUng  from  behind  the  ropes.  We  have  often 
wondered  why  such  an  obvious  aid  to  the  game  as 
protecting  the  pitch  from  rain  is  not  adopted.  It  is 
surely  fair  for  both  sides.  The  only  objection  to  it 
is  that  it  would  to  a  certain  extent  make  it  difficult 
to  compare  records  with  those  made  under  the  old 
conditions.  The  propriety  of  a  "  tea  interval  "  has 
been  debated  often  before,  and  is  here  again  con- 
sidered in  a  temperate  and  discriminating  spirit, 
Mr.  G.  Stein  writes  on  "  The  Horse  and  the  Rider," 
and  Mr.  Carter  Platts  contributes  a  sympathetic 
article  on  "  Gamekeepers  of  the  Old  School." 
"  Borderer's  "  paper  on  "  Polo  Pony  Breeding  " 
vnll  appeal  to  lovers  of  the  game.  "  Kennel  Hunts- 
men," by  Mr.  G.  S.  Lowe,  is  very  readable.  A 
"  Tribute  "  to  the  late  Mr.  Fred  Gale  by  the  Rev. 
Arthur  Mursell,  in  which  occurs  a  good  story  of 
Ruskin  at  the  Oval ;  "  A  Dry-fly  Purist's  Advice  to 
a  Beginner  "  ;  "  Sport  with  Beagles,"  together  with 
other  papers,  complete  a  good  number. 


HOW  TO  PEESBKVB  NATUKAL 
FLIES  FOE  COLLECTIONS.* 


Peeservation  of  the  Ephemerid-5:.' 

Fly  fishermen  and  fly  dressers  have  long  felt  the 
want  of  examples  of  the  insects  on  which  the  fish 
feed  preserved  in  a  form  suitable  for  reference.  The 
method  now  suggested  is  the  outcome  of  a  number 
of  experiments,  and  although  by  the  title  of  this 
article  its  use  seems  to  be  restricted  to  the  epheme- 
ridse,  there  are  good  grounds  for  belief  that  it  will 
prove  equally  efficacious  with  other  families  and 
other  orders.  Entomologists  generally  collect  their 
specimens  in  a  killing  bottle,  and  either  pin  them  to 
cork  or  gum  them  on  cardboard  in  the  drawers  of 
their  cabinets.  With  fresh  specimens  it  is  no  doubt 
possible  to  identify  the  insects,  and  make  drawings 
of  the  organs  on  which  the  generic  or  specific 
nomenclature  is  based.  The  longer  they  are  kept, 
however,  the  more  they  shrivel  up,  until  at  length 
it  is  difficult  to  trace  the  original  forms  of  the 
insects  or  their  parts.  Recognising  this,  the  more 
careful  workers  usually  supplement  the  dry  collec- 
tion by  examples  of  each  species  in  alcohol,  glycerine, 
or  other  preserving  fluid. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  angler  the  insects  in  his 
collection  should  be  so  arranged  that  their  general 
form  and  contour  are  maintained,  and  that  the 
various  organs  can  be  examined  either  by  a  hand 
lens  or  by  a.  low-power  objective  under  the  micro- 
scope. It  is  also  desirable  that  the  colours  of  the 
living  insect  should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  preserved, 
80  as  to  assist  the  student  in  identifying  the  flies  at 
the  riverside.  For  the  school  of  fishermen  who  lay 
great  stress  on  the  reproduction  in  the  artificial  fly 
of  the  exact  shades  of  colour  of  the  natural  insect 
this  preservation  of  colour  is  essential,  while  for  the 
exponents  of  the  colour-blind  theory  it  is  compara- 
tively unimportant;  The  critic,  when  looking  at 
preserved  specimens,  must  remember  that  the  ephe- 
meridae  in  their  various  stages  gradually  become 
darker  as  they  approach  the  successive  metamor- 
phoses, and  that  the  imagines  also  darken  with  age. 
In  some  cases,  such  as  the  eggs  of  the  Sherry  Spinner 
(Ephemerella  ignita),  the  green  colour  gradually 
changes  in  a  state  of  nature  to  a  brown  shade.  The 
entomologist's  dried  insects,  in  which  both  form  and 
colour  have  deteriorated,  are  evidently  not  fitted 
for  our  purposes,  although  it  must  be  conceded  that 
the  mere  identification  of  species  is,  as  a  rule,  not 
impossible  when  working  with  them; 

*  Reprinted  by  permission  from  tjie  Field  of 
April  27,  1901. 


At  the  initial  stages  of  my  experiments  the  insects 
were  collected  in  fluid,  either  dilute  alcohol  or  methy- 
lated spirit,  and  although  the  colour  was  soon 
destroyed,  yet  they  served  to  make  a  series  of 
microscope  slides  which  have  been  most  useful  for 
examination  of  details;  Perhaps  the  worst  feature 
in  reference  to  these  ephemeridae  in  spirit  was  that 
they  rapidly  became  very  brittle,  and  setae,  legs, 
etc.,  often  broke  off  at  the  slightest  touch,  or  even 
in  some  cases  from  the  shaking  of  the  tubes  con- 
taining them  in  transit  from  Hampshire  to  London. 
A  number  of  fresh  specimens  were  successfully 
arranged,  hardened  in  spirit,  cleared  in  oil  of  cloves, 
and  mounted  in  Canada  balsam  without  pressure, 
and,  saving  the  loss  of  colour,  are  to-day  as  good  as 
when  collected;  Some  ephemeridae  were  trans- 
ferred from  the  spirit  to  Hiintzsch's  medium,  con- 
sisting of  one  part  glycerine,  two  parts  distilled 
water,  and  three  parts  pure  alcohol.  These  were 
mounted  in  the  same  medium,  and  except  for  the 
usually  unreliable  nature  of  fluid  mounts,  were 
fairly  successful; 

At  a  later  date  the  use  of  formalin  by  modern 
scientists  as  a  preservative  of  both  tissue  and  colour 
opened  up  a  new  field  of  experiment.  Formalin  is 
the  name  given  to  a  40  per  cent,  aqueous  solution 
of  formic  aldehyde.  To  obviate  mistakes  it  is  well 
to  remark  that  the  strength  of  formalin  solutions  is 
by  some  authorities  referred  to  the  percentage  of 
formic  aldehyde,  and  by  others  to  that  of  its  diluted 
preparation  called  formalin.  Thus  hereafter  there 
will  be  references  to  the  2  per  cent,  solution;  This 
is  made  by  adding  loz.  of  formalin  to  19oz.  of  water, 
making  in  all  a  bulk  of  20oz.,  or  an  imperial  pint. 
To  be  strictly  accurate,  this  should  be  described  as  a 
2  per  cent,  solution  of  formic  aldehyde,  or  a  5  per 
cent,  solution  of  formalin.  It  is,  however,  here  and 
generally  styled  a  2  per  cent,  solution  of  formalin. 
At  the  outset  a  grave  difficulty  occurred — fresh  or 
dried  ephemeridae  transferred  to  this  formaUn  solu- 
tion floated  on  the  surface  of  the  fluid,  and  even 
after  many  months  the  flies  showed  no  sign  of 
immersion  in  the  liquid.  Ephemeridae  in  the  imago 
stage,  and  in  a  far  greater  degree  in  the  subimago 
stage,  are  covered  with  ciUae,  or  fine  hairs,  which 
retain  minute  air  bubbles,  and  a  comparatively 
dense  medium  like  the  formalin  solution  does  not 
tend  to  soak  into  the  specimens;  This  did  not  occur 
when  collecting  in  spirit,  as,  owing  to  its  light  specific 
gravity,  it  was  rapidly  absorbed  by  the  ciliae,  and 
the  insects  soon  became  thoroughly  immersed. 
Besides  the  loss  of  colour,  another  great  disadvan- 
tage when  collecting  in  spirit  was  that  the  flies 
generally  died  in  distorted  attitudes,  contracting 
and  curling  up  their  legs  and  setae,  and  in  many 
cases  drooping  their  wings,  so  that  the  form  of  the 
insects  was  quite  changed.  Hence  to  collect  in 
spirit  and  transfer  to  the  formalin  solution  was  of  no 
avail.  A  friend  told  me  that  sea  anemones  and 
zoophytes  killed  in  a  solution  of  menthol  died  with 
their  tentacles  spread  out,  and  as  the  result  of  ex- 
periments on  similar  lines  with  ephemeridae  the 
following  method  may  be  recommended  : 

The  collecting  fluid  consists  of  a  mixture  of  one 
part  alcohol  and  two  parts  2  per  cent,  formalin  solu- 
tion, to  which  as  many  crystals  of  menthol  as  will 
dissolve  are  added.  Menthol  is  very  sparingly 
soluble  in  this  mixture.-  When  collecting  the  ephe- 
meridsB  pick  them  up  by  the  tips  of  the  wings  lightly 
between  the  thumb  and  forefinger,  both  quite 
dry,  and  drop  them  into  a  tube  containing  the  above 
collecting  fluid.  As  soon  as  convenient,  but  cer- 
tainly within,  say,  six  hours,  transfer  the  insects  to 
another  tube  containing  2  per  cent,  formalin  solu- 
tion. It  will  be  found  that  leaving  the  specimens 
too  long  in  the  collecting  fluid  will  have  an  effect  on 
their  colours.  They  can  be  kept  for  any  length  of 
time  in  tightly-corked  tubes  or  bottles  containing 
2  per  cent,  formalin  solution,  but  exposure  to  light 
should  be  avoided,  as  all  insects,  living  or  dead, 
dried  or  in  fluid,  are  more  or  less  bleached  by  the 
action  of  light;  When  making  the  f  ormaUn  solution 
it  should  invariably  be  filtered,  as  otherwise  a  fine 
white  precipitate  is  often  formed,  and  this  disfigures 
the  insects.  If  the  foregoing  method  is  carefully 
carried  out,  the  colours  will  not  be  appreciably 
altered  from  those  of  the  living  insects,  and  a  con- 
siderable proportion  will  be  found  to  have  died  in  a 
natural  position,  so  that  the  parts  can  be  properly 
displayed  either  by  mounting  prone  or  in  profile; 
No  arrangement  of  displaced  parts  is  possible,  so 
that  distorted  specimens  should  be  discarded,  and 
only  the  best  and  best-arranged  ones  kept  for 
mounting  for  the  cabinet  or  other  receptacle  in 
which  they  are  to  be  kept.;   For  collecting  speci- 


mens corked  tubes  3in;  in  length  and  lin.  in  diameter 
are  recommended.  The  makers  sell  square  wooden 
blocks  to  take  the  tubes,  so  that  they  can  be  safely 
transmitted  by  post.  Ephemeridae  will  travel  un- 
injured if  a  small  wad  of  cotton  wool  is  pressed 
lightly  dovm  on  the  insects  in  the  fluid  and  the  tube 
securely  corked.  Care,  however,  should  be  taken 
that  the  tube  is  quite  full  of  fluid  when  corked. 

The  mounting  of  the  specimens  is  a  comparatively 
simple  matter.  For  the  collection  now  being  made 
for  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  they  are  in  2  per  cent, 
formalin  solution,  in  what  are  called  solid  watch 
glasses.  These  are  slabs  of  ^in.  plate  glass,  about 
2|in.  square,  with  a  concave  circular  cell  about  2in. 
in  diameter  in  the  centre  of  each.  The  cavity  is 
filled  to  the  brim  with  the  formalin  solution,  the 
specimen  inserted,  and  a  piece  of  flat  glass  securely 
cemented  on  to  the  upper  face  of  the  slab.  These 
will  be  arranged  eighteen  in  each  drawer  of  the 
cabinet.  Detached  Badger. 


MOEE  JOTTINGS. 

In  a  fairly  lengthy  experience  of  bulging  trout  in 
dry-fly  rivers,  during  which  I  have  paid  some  atten- 
tion to  the  literature  of  the  subject,  I  cannot  recall 
having  seen  it  stated  that  the  phenomenon  is  usually 
accompanied  by  a  more  or  less  upstream  wind,  nor, 
on  the  other  hand,  can  I  recall  an  occasion  when  it 
occurred  with  a  downstream  wind,  though  I  have 
seen  it  occur  strongly  when  a  violent  upstream  wind 
had  dropped  almost  to  a  calm.  On  such  an  occasion 
in  this  very  year  I  have  seen  the  whole  river  boiling 
with  bulging  fish,  while  fleets  of  fly  sailed  over  them 
unnoticed.  The  stomachs  of  those  trout  which  I 
captui-ed  were  full  to  repletion  of  nymph  p,  with 
hardly  a  winged  fly  among  them.  On  these  occa- 
sions it  was  remarkable  how  readily  the  fish  came  to 
a  sunk  or  partially  sunk  Tup's  Indispensable,  and 
how  hard  it  was  to  detect  the  exact  moment  of  the 
rise  at  the  end  of  a  long  cast.  Why  they  came  I 
cannot  say,  for  the  fly  bore  not  the  least  resemblance 
to  the  nymphs  on  which  they  were  gorging.  I  have, 
however,  often  noticed  that  a  spinner  seems  to  be 
welcome  to  trout  during  the  hatch  of  the  subimago. 

With  a  downstream  wind  the  fly  comes  to  the 
fish  without  check  or  balk,  and  is  therefore  more 
readily  taken  on  the  surface,  while  it  is  conceivable 
that  with  an  upstream  wind  continually  whipping 
the  natural  fly  off  the  water  just  as  it  is  about  to  be 
taken,  the  trout  may  turn  to  the  plentiful  sub- 
aqueous supply  of  nymphs,  and  bulge  accordingly. 
It  would  be  interesting  to  know  whether  the  obser- 
vations of  others  correspond  with  my  own  in  this 
particular  of  the  coincidence  of  bulging  with  up- 
stream winds.  I  sometimes  wonder  whether  on 
such  occasions  a  hook  tied  on  with  waxed  yellow 
silk  and  a  couple  of  turns  of  hare's-ear  dubbing  at 
the  shoulder,  picked  out  and  trimmed  short,  and 
without  wings  or  hackles,  might  not  take  fish. 

In  many  wet-fly  rivers  the  trout  are  seldom  known 
,  to  take  a  natural  fly  on  the  surface  at  all ;  they  are 
confirmed  bulgers.  They  do  nothing  else.  Only  it 
is  not  called  "  bulging."  It  seems  probable  that  in 
such  rivers  the  conditions  are  such  as  to  make  the 
catching  of  a  hatched  winged  fly  on  the  surface  a 
matter  of  difficulty.  It  is  therefore  not  surprising 
that  in  such  waters  the  hackled  fly  generally  offers 
attractions  superior  to  that  of  the  winged  fly.  Mr. 
Tod  states  in  his  book  that  he  is  led  to  infer  that 
trout  sometimes  take  the  insect  ascending  to  the 
surface  to  hatch,  but  that  it  is  impossible  to  prove 
it.  Let  him  try  a  marrow  spoon  down  the  throat 
of  his  trout,  and  let  him  turn  out  the  contents  into 
a  glass  of  water. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Theodore  Gordon's  note,  I  am 
sorry"  to  say  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  American 
blue-bird.  I  have  seen  an  Iron  Blue  dressed  with 
the  feathers  of  a  moorhen's  breast,  dressed  a  deep 
violet,  very  successful.  To  the  human  eye  it  was 
not  much  Uke  the  wing  of  the  natural  insect.  I  was 
put  on  to  it  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Reffitt,  of  Leeds.  I  well 
remember  receiving  some  feathers  anonymously 
from  an  American  correspondent — I  believe  I 
thanked  him  in  these  columns.  I  identifled  him  in 
my  own  mind  in  later  years  with  Mr.  Theodore 
Gordon,  but  I  am  unable  to  recall  why.  I  am 
afraid  I  cannot  recall  the  letters  which  were  "  written 
to  me,  but  not  mailed."  With  regard  to  the  use  of 
a  fair-sized  hook  in  dry-fly  fishing  on  American 
waters,  I  am  not  surprised  at  all.  In  Germany  I 
have  known  Sedges  on  hooks  Nos.  3  and  4,  and  even 
larger,  take  well  all  day  long,  and  on  a  rough  river 
in  Norway  I  have  found  a  huge  Red  Palmer  like  a 
chub  fly  do  well  when  fished  dry.   Val  Cokson. 
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WALBEAX  PEICE  LIST,  MAY 
FLIES,  ETC. 

From  Walbran,  Ltd.,  38a,  Wellington-street, 
Leeds,  comes  copy  of  their  handy,  well  got  up 
illustrated  price  hst,  size  about  4in.  by  Sin.  It  has 
a  full  index,  so  that  anything  in  its  130  pages  can 
be  quickly  referred  to.  A  supplementary  list  gives 
particulars  of  some  novelties  not  included  in  the 
general  Ust,  such  as  Allcock's  new  paraffin-oil  holder, 
the  "  Driffield  "  creel,  which  seems  to  be  a  very 
practical  affair,  with  an  appearance  of  strength 
about  it  which  almost  invites  one  to  sit  on  it.  This 
supplementary  Ust  contains  the  three  pretty  illus- 
trations of  famous  river  scenes  which  are  repro- 
duced on  this  page.  It  also  contains  illustrations 
of  the  Gedney  May  FUes;  and  of  four  dressings  of 
flies  on  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod's  invaluable  little  double 
hooks,  which  I  have  often  recommended  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Mr.  Walbran  dresses  the  following 
A  1  patterns  on  these  hooks,  and  any  others  to 
order  .-—Green well's  Glory  [Will  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod 
kindly  send  the  correct  dressing  of  the  Glory  again 
for  an  Irish  correspondent  ?],  Pale  Olive  Quill,  Black 
Midge,  and  Stone  Midge.  The  illustration  gives  a 
very  fair  idea  of  these  flies,  which  sell  at  2s.  6d.  per 
dozen  on  gut  or  on  eyed  hooks.  Mr.  Walbran' s 
May  Flies  are  first-rate.  I  can  specially  mention 
his  Xo.  1  Costa,  No.  2  Costa,  and  No.  3  Costa.  Mr. 
Gedney's  patterns  are  standard  favourites  -with 
many  anglers.  The  Fisher  and  the  Spent  Gnat  are 
also  very  good.  K.  B.  M. 


NEW  EDITION  OF  THE  SALMON 
AND  TEOUT  VOLUME  IN  THE 
BADMINTON  LIBKAKY. 


Whek  a  book  has  reached  its  ninth  edition,  and 
when  it  has  already  often  been  referred  to  most 
favourably  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  since  its  first 
appearance  in  1885,  there  remains  really  very  little 
to  say  about  it.  This  is  the  case  with  the  book  in 
question,  ilr.  H.  Cholmondeley-Pennell's  capital 
"Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing'-'  volume  of  the 
Badminton  Library,  a  book  which,  to  use  a  well- 
worn  expression  with  more  justification  than  is 
often  the  case,  ought  to  be  in  every  salmon  and 
trout  angler's  library. 

In  correcting  and  revising  the  present  edition, 
we  believe  that  the  intention  of  Mrj  Pennell  has 
been  to  bring  the  matter  up  to  date  generally, 
rather  than  to  introduce  any  startling  novelties  or 
ventilate  new  theories.  In  addition  to  correcting 
the  text  many  of  the  illustrations  have  been  altered 
and  improved,  and  some  twenty  or  thirty  new  ones 
added,  including  illustrations  of  the  Dee  Flight 
and  Single-Triangle  Variation  as  applicable  to 
salmon  and  trout  spinning.  Among  the  new  matter 
may  be  noted  Messrs.  Foster's  steel-ribbed  rods. 
Mr.  Pennell  is  of  opinion  that  the  ribbing 
as  applied  by  Messrs.  Foster,  not  only  gives 
increased  strength,  but  that  an  increase  in  straight 
casting  power  is  also  gained.-  There  is  an  interest- 
ing account  of  an  experiment  on  dulling  gut  by 
stream  action  ;  he  anchored  gut  collars  in  a  smart 
stream  and  left  them  to  work  about  in  the  current 
for  a  week,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  found  that 
the  gloss  had,  to  an  important  extent,  disappeared, 
and  the  gut  was  not  frayed  in  any  way.  On  the 
same  page  he  describes  a  port  wine  lees  stain 
for  gut  which  seems  to  have  answered.  In  a 
future  number  I  hope  to  give  some  particulars  of 
Mr.  Pennell's  new  salmon  reel,  with  an  illustration 
or  two,  and  refer  to  other  matters  in  the  new 
edition.  In  the  meantime,  this  note  will  direct  the 
attention  of  our  readers  to  the  fact  that  a  new  and 
revised  edition  has  been  published  by  Messrs. 
Longmans  of  this  standard  work.  R.  B.  M. 


Bkkedin'o  Turtles  and  Tortoises.— United 
States  Consul  Canada  writes  from  Vera  Cruz, 
Mexico  :  A  laguna  known  as  the  Paso  de  Colombia, 
and  situated  on  the  northerly  end  of  the  island  of 
Cozumel,  off  the  east  coast  of' Yucatan,  has  recently 
been  rented  from  the  Mexican  Government  by  one 
Senor  Vaierio  Rivero,  with  the  intention  of  utilising 
the  waters  as  a  breeding  place  for  the  common 
turtle,  as  well  as  for  the  tortoise  variety.  The 
lessee  pays  to  the  customs  authorities  at  Cnetumcl 
the  sum  of  SlOO  annually  for  the  privilege,  the 
lease  to  run  for  ton  years^ 


Pi-om j}hOto\by>J  S.  Farrer.]  [Phutnyrapher,  Wetlieral. 

On  the  Eden,  Wetheeal. 


F)-mn  photo  iiiy] 


Aysgarth  Falls  in  Flood. 


[J.  A.  Moxon,  Esq. 


Fromphoto  by.L  .S'.  Farrer-\  [Photographer.  Wetheral. 

The  Cobby  Castle  Water  ok  the  Eden. 


368 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


June  4,  1904 


Pbeuminaey  Pbogrammb  of  the 

CRYSTAL  PALACE 

INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION  OF 

SPORTS,  -GAMES,  AND  PASTIMES. 


The  Tenth  Internationai. 
FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING  TOURNAMENT. 

TO  BE  HELD  IN  THE  GHOUNDS  OF 

THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE, 

ON  Fbiday,  July  22,  and  Saturday,  July  23,  1904, 

forming  part  of  the  series  of  Competitions  to 
take  place  in  connection  with 

[THE  SPORTS  AND  GAMES  EXHIBITION, 

ARRANGED  BY 

THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  COMPANY 
{Saturday,  May  14,  to  Wednesday,  August  31,  1904). 

Committee  of  Management: 

R.  B.  Marston  (Editor of  Fishing  Gazette),  Chairman 

and  Hon.  Treasurer. 
G.  F.  Bbidgeman,  Piscatorial  Society. 
C.  H.  Cook  ("John  Bickerdylte "),  Fly  Fishera' 

Chib. 

B.  N.  EVEBARD. 

Philip  Geen,  President  of  the  Anglers'  Association. 

A.  C.  Kent,  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

G.  C.   Levey,  C.M.G.,  Exhibition  Department, 

Crystal  Palace. 
Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie,  President  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 

Club. 

A.  R.  Matthews,  Anglers'  News. 

C.  O.  Minchin,  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

J.  Pickup,  Secretary  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society. 

G.  E.  M.  Skues,  Fly  Fishers'  Club. 

Db.  p.  J.  Spencer,  Gresham  Angling  Society. 

Saville-Thomas,   Hon.    Curator    Crystal  Palace 

Fisheries'  Department. 
J.  Wrench  Towse,  Clerk  to  the  Fishmongers' 

Company. 
C.  H.  Wheeley,  Piscatorial  Society. 

I  Other  names  may  be  added. 

J.  T.  Emery,    Hon.    Secretary,    Duloe  House, 
Leytonstone. 

[N.B, — What  the  prizes  will  consist  of,  whether 
money  or  rods,  etc.,  cannot  bo  fixed  until  shortly 
before  the  tournament.] 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS. 

1.  Entries  for  the  various  competitions  must  be 
made  on  a  Form  provided  for  that  purpose,  to  be 
obtained  of  the  Hon.  Secretary,  and,  together  with 
the  Entrance  Fees,  must  reach  him  not  later  than 
Saturday,  July  16,  1904. 

Entrance  Fee  for  each  Competition  :  Amateurs, 
28.  6d.  Professionals,  Is.  Special  Sea-Rod  Casting 
Competition :  All  Comers,  2s.  6d. 

2.  No  one  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  for  any 
Competition,  except  those  open  to  All  Comers  or 
Professionals,  who  has  ever  fished  for  his  living, 
who  has  been  a  paid  river-keeper,  guide,  gillie, 
instructor  of  fishing,  or  a  manufacturer  or  dealer  in 
fishing  tackle. 

Amateurs  will  not  be  allowed  to  compete  in  the 
Professional  Classes. 

3.  All  Competitions  will  be  governed  by  Two 
Judges,  whose  decision  shall  be  final,  and  there  shall 
be  a  Timekeeper. 

4.  The  order  in  which  the  Competitors  shall  cast 
will  be  determined  by  the  Judges  ;  the  Competitors 
for  each  event  must  be  ready  to  cast  when  called 
upon,  or  they  may  be  disqualified. 

5.  In  the  Trout  Fly  Casting  Competitions  the  gut 
cast  must  be  of  single  gut,  not  more  than  three  or 
less  than  two  yards  in  length,  and  the  fly  attached 
is  to  be  a  moderate  size  "  Coachman  "  (except  where 
otherwise  specified),  and  approved  by  the  Judges. 
The  rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  l^oz.  per  foot, 
or  measure  more  than  llj^ft.  in  length,  but  may  be 
anything  under  that  weight  and  length,  at  the  option 
of  the  competitor.  In  casting  the  rod  must  be  held 
in  one  hand,  and  no  spoar  must  be  mounted. 

In  the  Salmon  Fly  Casting  Competitions  the  gut 
cast  must  be  either  single,  double,  or  treble  gut, 
separately  or  in  combination,  at  the  option  of  the 
competitor,  but  must  not  be  more  than  three  or 
less  than  two  yards  in  length.  The  size  of  fly  at- 
tached must  not  be  smaller  than  l|in.  Irom  bend  of 
hook  to  end  of  shank.  The  weight  of  rod  is  im- 
restricted,  but  it  must  not  exceed  18ft.  in  length. 

6.  In  the  Bait  and  Float  C!aeting  Cocppetitions 


the  rod  must  not  exceed  14ft.  in  length  (weight 
unrestricted). 

In  the  Sea  Rod  Ce«ting  Competition  the  rod  must 
not  exceed  10ft.  in  length,  and  must  lift  a  weight  of 
31b.  by  the  point  of  rod,  with  the  line  drawn 
through  the  rings,  to  a  height  of  3ft.,  the  weight  to 
be  attached  to  end  of  line.  The  weight  of  lead  to 
be  cast  will  be  4oz.,  attached  to  a  suitable  trace, 
and  the  line  held  4ft.  from  a  161b.  weight,  must  be 
of  sufficient  strength  to  lift  such  weight  to  a  height 
of  2ft.    Wire  lines  will  not  be  allowed. 

The  lead  and  trace  for  casting  will  be  supplied  by 
the  Committee. 

7.  The  Barb  and  Point  must  be  removed  from 
all  hooks,  and  the  gut  cast  and  fly  or  bait  in  all 
Competitions  must  be  intact  at  the  time  of  record. 
In  the  event  of  an  accident  to  a  competitor's  tackle 
during  the  competition,  the  Judges  may,  in  their 
discretion,  allow  time  for  one  repair,  but  not  more 
than  three  minutes. 

8.  The  Fly  Casting  will  take  place  on  a  lake  in 
the  Palace  grounds,  from  a  raft  or  platform  fixed 
at  a  right  angle  from  the  bank  not  exceeding  18in. 
above  the  water,  nnd  only  the  competitor  will  be 
allowed  upon  it.  Parallel  with  the  bank  a  floating 
recording  board  will  be  fixed,  marked  in  feet  and 
inches,  visible  from  both  sides  of  it — that  is,  by 
spectators  and  Judges.  Competitors  will  cast  along 
the  Judges'  side  of  the  recording  board,  and  points 
will  be  given  for  distance  in  accordance  with  the 
conditions  of  the  competition. 

9.  The  Bait  and  Sea  Rod  Casting  will  take  place 
on  the  grass  in  a  court  formed  by  two  white  lines, 
plainly  marked,  extending  at  an  angle  right  and 
left  from  the  base  behind  which  the  competitor 
stands,  to  a  distance  of  SOyds.,  at  which  point  these 
two  lines  will  be  28yd8.  apart  and  will  be  continued 
at  the  same  angle  to  100  yds.  A  straight  tape 
marked  in  feet  and  inches  will  extend  from  the  base 
line  down  the  ceBgee,  and  along  thiit  tape  the  cast 
must  be  made,  ^e  length  of  cast  will  be  reckoned 
from  the  base  line  to  the  point  where  the  bait  rests, 
and  the  distance  from  the  central  tape  will  be  de- 
ducted from  the  length  of  cast.  In  the  event  of  the 
bait  falling  and  resting  outside  the  white  boundary 
lines,  the  cast  will  not  be  recorded. 

10.  In  the  Bait  Casting  Competitions  the  bait  will 
be  24in.  from  the  lead,  which  will  weigh  |oz.  The 
light  bait,  including  the  ^oz.  lead  on  trace,  will 
weigh  1  Joz.  and  the  neavy  bait  2koz.,  also  inclusive, 
except  where  otherwise  specified.  The  baits,  trace.?, 
&nd  leads  will  be  provided  by  the  committee.  The 
line  for  the  IJoz.  weight  competitions  must  lift  a 
weight  of  61b.  and  for  the  2^z.  competitions  a  weight 
of  101b.  to  a  height  of  2ft.,  the  fine  being  held  4ft. 
from  the  weight.  (Competitors  are  most  earnestly 
requested  to  test  their  lines  to  this  strength  throughout 
as  a  security  against  breakage. ) 

11.  When  the  method  of  casting  to  be  employed 
is  specified  in  the  rules  governing  any  competition, 
no  other  style  than  that  designated  will  be  allowed. 

12.  In  the  Bait  Casting  Competitions  where  the 
weight  of  the  bait  does  not  exceed  foz.,  the  cast 
must  be  made  from  the  reel  direct,  and  the  rod  held 
in  one  hand. 

13.  In  all  competitions  five  minutes  will  be 
allowed  each  competitor  to  make  his  casts  from  the 
time  he  is  called  upon  to  cast.  The  number  of 
casts  within  that  time^  is  unlimited,  except  where 
otherwise  specified. 

14.  The  Corhmittee  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any 
entry,  the  power  to  make  any  alterations  in  the 
programme,  and  to  finally  deal  with  any  matter 
not  provided  for  which  may  arise,  and  all  entrance 
fees  must  be  paid  and  will  be  received  on  the  dis- 
tinct understanding  that  these  conditions  are 
accepted  and  will  be  abided  by. 

15.  In  each  competition  the  rod  must  be  a  fair 
and  bona-fide  fishing  rod,  and  the  Judges  will  dis- 
qualify any  rod  which,  in  their  opinion,  is  not  in 
accordance  with  this  rule. 

16.  Immediately  after  casting  each  competitor 
must  hand  his  rod  for  verification  of  weight  and 
length  to  the  person  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

17.  Prizes  will  be  given  in  each  competition  : — 
If  six  competitors,  three  prizes ;  if  four  or  five  com- 
petitors, two  prizes;  if  three  or  under,  one  prize. 
There  must  be  two  competitors  or  no  contest.  No 
competitor  may  take  more  than  one  prize  in  any 
competition.  The  prizes  will  be  presented  on 
Saturday,  July  23,  at  8  p.m. 

COMPETITION  A. 
Friday,  July  22. 

Salmon  Fly  Castino.  'Any  Style. — Professionals. 

Rule. — The  gut  cast  must  be  either  single,  double, 
or  treble  gut,  separately  or  in  combination,,  but 
must  not  be  more  than  three  or  less  than  two 
yards  in  length.  The  fly  attached  must  be  a  light 
coloured  fly,  not  smaller  than  l^in.  from  bend  of 
hook  to  end  of  shank.  The  weight  of  rod  is  un- 
restricted, but  it  must  not  exceed  18ft.  in  length. 
The  time  allowed  to  each  competitor  for  casting 


will  be  five  minutes  after  being  called  by  the 
J  udges. 

First  prize,  longest  cast ;  second  prize,  second 
longest  cast ;  third  prize,. third  longest  cast. 

COMPETITION  B. 
Friday,  July  22. 
Salmon  Fly  Casting.    Any  Style. — Amateurs, 
Rule. — The  gut  cast  must  be  either  single,  double, 
or  treble  gut,  separately  or  in  combination,  but 
must  not  be  more  than  three  or  less  than  two 
yards  in  length.    The  fly  attached  must  be  a  light 
coloured  fly,  not  smaller  than  1  jin.  from  bend  of 
hook  to  end  of  shank.    The  weight  of  rod  is  un- 
restricted, but  it  must  not  exceed  1 8ft.  in  length. 
The  time  allowed  to  each  competitor  for  c8isting 
will  be  five  minutes  after  being  called  by  the  Judges. 

First  prize,  longest  cast ;  second  prize,  second 
longest  cast ;  third  prize,  third  longest  cast. 

COMPETITION  C. 
Friday,  July  22. 

Trout  Fly  Casting. — Professionals. 

Rule, — The  gut  caj?t  must  be  of  single  gut,  not 
more  than  three  or  less  than  two  yards  in  length. 
The  rod  must  not  be  more  than  l^oz.  per  foot  in 
weight,  and  not  more  than  lift.  6in.  extreme 
length.  The  rod  must  be  held  in  one  hand,  and  no 
spear  must  be  mounted.  The  fly  used  to  be  a 
Coachman  of  moderate  size.  The  time  allowed  to 
each  competitor  for  casting  will  ba  five  minutes 
after  being  called  by  the  Judges, 

First  prize,  longest  cast ;  second  prize,  second 
longest  cast ;  third  prize,  third  longest  cast. 

COMPETITION  D. 
Friday,  July  22. 

Light  Bait  Casting.    Thames  Style. — 
Professionals. 

Rule. — The  bait  (including  lead  on  trace)  will  be 
li'oz.  in.  weight,  and  the  line  must  lift  a  weight  of 
61b.  to  a  height  of  2ft.,  held  4ft.  from  the  weight. 
The  weight  of  rod  is  unrestricted,  but  it  must  not 
exceed  14ft.  in  length.  Competitors  will  not  be 
allowed  to  extend  their  line  in  front  of  the  base 
line  before  casting.  The  time  allowed  to  each 
competitor  for  casting  will  be  five  minutes  after 
being  called  by  the  J  adzes.  (The  bait,  trace,  and 
lead  will  be  provided  by  the  committee.) 

First  prize,  longest  cast ;  second  prize,  second 
longest  cast ;  thira  prize,  third  longest  cast. 

COMPETITION  E. 
Friday,  July  22. 
Light  Bait  Casting.    Any  Style. — All  Comers. ' 

Rule. — The  bait  (including  lead  on  trace)  will  be 
\^oz.  in  weight,  and  the  hue  must  lift  a  weight 
of  61b.  to  a  height  of  2it.,  held  4ft.  from  the  weight. 
The  weight  of  the  rod  is  unrestricted,  but  it  must 
not  exceed  14ft.  in  length.  Competitors  will  not  be 
allowed  to  extend  their  lin?  in  front  of  the  base  line 
before  casting.  The  time  allowed  to  each  com- 
petitor for  casting  will  be  five  minutes  after  being 
called  by  the  J  udges.  (The  bait,  trace,  and  lead  will 
be  provided  by  the  committee.) 

First  prize,  longest  cast ;  second  prize,  second 
longest  cast ;  third  prize,  third  longest  cast. 

COMPETITION  F. 
Friday,  July  22. 

Heavy  Bait  Casting.    From  the  Reel. —  ' 
Amateurs. 

Rule. — The  bait  (including  lead  on  tra«e)  will  be 
2Joz.  in  weight,  and  the  line  must  lift  a  weight  of 
lOlb.  to  a  height  of  2ft.,  held  4ft.  from  the  weight. 
The  weight  of  rod  is  unrestricted,  but  it  must  not 
exceed  14ft.  in  length.  The  time  allowed  to  each 
competitor  for  casting  will  be  five  minutes  after 
being  called  by  the  Judges.  (The  bait,  trace,  and 
lead  will  be  provided  by  the  committee.) 

First  prize,  longest  cast ;  second  prize,  second 
longest  cast ;  third  prize,  third  longest  cast. 

COMPETITION  G. 
Friday,  July  22. 

Sea  Rod  Competition. — All  Comers. 
Rule. — The  cast  must  be  made,  from  the  reel. 
The  weight  will  be  an  ordinary  4oz.  sea  lead, 
attached  to  a  suitable  trace  3ft.  in  length,  both  of 
which  wUl  be  provided  by  the  committee.  The  line 
must  be  of  sufficient  strength  to  lift  a  weight  of 
161b.  2ft.  high ;  line  held  in  hand  4ft.  above  weight. 
The  rod  must  not  exceed  10ft.  in  length,  and  must 
be  strong  enough  to  lift,  by  the  lihe  drawn  through 
the  top  end  ring,  a  weight  of  31b.  from  the  ground 
on  to  a  table  30in.  high.  Wire  lines  will  not  be 
allowed.  Three  casts  will  be  allowed,  and  the  best 
aggregate  of  distances  cast  will  reckon  for  prizes. 
{Note. — The  Judges  reserve  to  themselves  the  power 
to  stop  any  competitor  whose  style  of  casting  they 
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consider  dangerous.]  The  conditions  as  to  deductions 
to  be  made  in  the  case  of  the  lead  falling  outside  the 
court,  or  from  the  central  line,  will  be  the  same 
as  in  the  Heavy  Bait  Casting  Classes.  The  time 
allowed  to  each  competitor  for  casting  will  be  five 
minutes  after  being  called  by  the  Judges, 

First  prize,  best  aggregate ;  second  prize,  second 
best  aggregate  ;  third  prize,  third  best  aggregate. 

COMPETITION  H. 

Sattjbday,  .JxfLY  23. 

Heavy  Bait  Casting.    From  the  Reel. — 
Professionals. 

Rule. — The  bait  (including  lead  on  trace)  will  be 
2ioz.  in  weight,  and  the  line  must  lift  a  weight  of 
lOlb.  to  a  height  of  2ft.,  held  ift.  from  the  weight. 
The  weight  of  rod  is  unrestricted,  but  it  must  not 
exceed  14ft.  in  length.  The  time  allowed  to  each 
competitor  for  casting  will  be  live  minutes  after 
being  called  by  the  Judges.  (The  bait,  trace,  and 
lead  will  be  provided  by  the  committee.) 

First  prize,  longest  cast ;  second  prize,  second 
longest  cast ;  third  prize,  third  longest  cast. 

COMPETITION  J. 
Satxjrday,  July  23. 

Heavy  Bait  Casting.    Any  Style. — All  Comers. 

Rule. — The  bait  (including  lead  on  trace)  will  be 
2|oz.  in  weight,  and  the  line  must  lift  a  weight  of 
101b.  to  a  height  of  2ft.,  held  4ft.  from  the  weight. 
Weight  of  rod  is  unrestricted,  but  it  must  not 
exceed  14ft.  in  length.  Competitors  will  not  be 
allowed  to  extend  their  line  in  front  of  the  base 
line  before  casting.  The  time  allowed  to  each  com- 
petitor for  casting  will  be  five  minutes  after  being 
called  by  the  Judges.  (The  bait,  trace,  and  lead 
will  be  provided  by  the  committee.) 

First  prize,  longest  cast ;  second  prize,  second 
longest  cast ;  third  prize,  third  longest  cast. 

COMPETITION  K. 
Satttrday,  July  23. 

Special  Light  Bait  Casting.    Feom  the  Reel. 

— All  Comers. 
(The  casting  for  this  competition  will  take  place  in 
the  Bait  Casting  Court.) 

Rule. — The  bait  to  be  cast  will  be  a  half -ounce 
artificial  bait,  provided  by  the  committee,  and  must 
be  cast  direct  from  the  reel,  holding  the  rod  in  one 
hand.  No  limit  to  weight  of  rod  or  line,  but  the 
rod  must  not  exceed  lift.  6in.  in  length.  The  time 
allowed  to  eeich  competitor  for  casting  will  be  five 
minutes  after  being  called  by  the  Judges. 

lirst  prize,  longest  cast ;  second  prize,  second 
longest  cast ;  third  prize,  third  longest  cast. 

COMPETITION  L. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Light  Bait  Casting  (any  Style)  fob  Accuracy. 
— All  Comers. 
Rule. — The  bait  (including  lead  on  trace)  will  be 
l|oz.  in  weight,  and  the  line  must  lift  a  weight  of 
filb.  to  a  height  of  2ft.,  held  4ft.  from  the  weight. 
Weight  of  rod  is  unrestricted,  but  it  must  not 
exceed  14ft.  in  length.  Competitors  will  not  be 
allowed  to  extend  their  line  in  front  of  the  base 
line  before  casting.  The  time  allowed  to  each  com- 
petitor for' casting  wiU  be  five  minutes  after  being 
called  by  the  Judges.  Three  casts  will  be  made  to 
a  mark  fixed  at  a  distance  to  be  decided  by  the 
Judges.  The  distance  from  the  mark  at  which  the 
bait  rests  (of  each  cast)  will  be  added  together  by 
the  Judges,  and  the  aggregate  deducted  from  100. 
The  resultant  figure  will  be  the  competitor's  score. 
(The  bait,  trace,  and  lead  will  be  provided  by  the 
committee.) 

First  prize,  points;  second  prize,  points;  third 
prize,  points. 

COMPETITION  M. 
Sattoday,  July  23. 

Trout  Fly  Casting. — Amaieurs. 

Rule. — The  gut  cast  must  be  of  single  gut,  not  more 
than  throe  or  less  than  two  yards  in  length.  The 
rod  must  not  exceed  IJoz.  per  foot  in  weight  or 
lift.  fJin.  in  length.  The  fly  used  to  be  .a  "(5)ach- 
man"  of  moderate  size,  and  the  rod  must  be  held  in 
one  hand.  No  spear  to  be  mounted.  The  time 
allowed  to  each  competitor  for  casting  will  be  five 
minutes  after  being  called  by  the  Judges. 

First  prize,  longest  cast ;  second  prize,  second 
longest  cast ;  third  prize,  third  longest  cast. 

COMPETITION  N. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Trout  Fly  Casting  (Ambidexteous). — 
All  Coiners. 

Rule. — The  gut  cast  must  be  of  single  gut,  not 
more  than  three  or  less  than  two  yards  in  length. 
The  rod  must  be  held  in  one  hand,  and  must  not 
exce^  lift.  Bin.  in  length,  or  weigh  more  than 


1  Joz.  per  foot.  The  fly  used  to  be  a  "  Coachman  "of 
moderate  size,  approved  by  the  Judges.  No  spear 
must  be  mounted.  The  time  allowed  to  each 
competitor  for  casting  will  be  five  minutes  after 
being  called  by  the  Judges.  Competitors  must 
make  at  least  three  casts  with  each  hand,  and  the 
aggregate  of  the  three  best  casts  with  each  hand 
shall  count  as  the  competitor's  score. 

First  prize,  best  aggregate  ;  second  prize,  second 
best  aggregate ;  third  prize,  third  best  aggregate. 

COMPETITION  O. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Special— Light  Rod  Trout  Fly  Casting.— 
All  Comers. 

Rule. — Rod  must  not  weigh  more  than  5|oz. 
The  gut  cast  must  be  of  single  gut,  and  not  exceed 
three  yards,  or  be  less  than  two  yards  in  length. 
The  fly  attached  to  be  a  moderate  size  "  Coach- 
man." The  length  of  rod  is  unrestricted,  and  it 
must  be  held  in  one  hand.  No  spear  to  be  mounted. 
The  time  allowed  to  each  competitor  for  casting 
will  be  five  minutes  after  being  called  by  the  Judges. 

First  prize,  longest  cast  ;  second  prize,  second 
longest  cast ;  third  prize,  third  longest  cast. 

COMPETITION  P. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Dry  Fly  Casting  for  Accuracy. — All  Comers. 
Rule. — The  fly  in  this  competition  will  be  a 
"  white-winged  dry  fly  "  of  moderate  size,  approved 
by  the  Judges.  The  rod  must  be  held  in  one 
hand,  and  must  not  exceed  1 1ft.  6in.  in  length, 
or  weigh  more  than  Ijoz.  per  foot.  No  spear 
to  be  mounted.  The  gut  cast  must  be  of 
single  gut,  not  more  than  three  yards  or  less 
than  two  yards  in  length.  The  casting  line 
must  not  be  marked  in  any  way  whatever. 
The  time  allowed  to  each  competitor  for 
casting  will  be  five  minutes  after  being  called 
by  the  Judges.  The  casts  will  be  made  at 
buoys,  fixed  respectively  at  30ft.,  40ft.,  50ft., 
and  60ft.  distant  from  the  platform.  The 
competitor  will  start  by  taking  aim  at  the 
nearest  buoy,  and  a  reasonable  number  of 
false  casts  will  be  allowed.  When  he  has 
determined  his  distance  he  must  say  "count," 
and  the  cast  following;  that  signal  will  be 
scored.  The  fiy  must  be  allowed  to  float 
until  the  Judges  have  made  their  record  and 
signal  for  him  to  recover  his  line.  He  will 
then  in  a  similar  maimer  cast  at  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  buoy  in  succession,  and  the 
one  cast  at  each  buoy  will  be  recorded,  as  in 
the  first  instance.  If  the  fly  falls  within  one 
foot  of  the  buoy,  accuracy  will  be  con- 
sidered perfect ;  for  each  foot,  or  fraction  of  a 
foot,  in  excess  of  one  foot,  a  dement  of  "  one  " 
shall  be  counted;  and  if  the  fly  fails  to 
float  while  on  the  water,  a  demerit  of  "  one  " 
shall  be  counted.  The  sum  total  of  such 
demerits  shall  be  deducted  from  100,  and 
the  resultant  figures  will  give  the  points 
scored. — Three  prizes. 

COMPETITION  R. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Float  Casting.   Nottingham  Style. — All 
Comers. 

Rule. — The  rod  must  not  exceed  14ft.  in 
length,  but  the  weight  is  unrestricted.  The 
weight  of  shot  on  gut  cast  will  be  1 J  drachms. 
Float  fixed  5ft.  from  hook.  The  time  allowed 
to  each  competitor  for  casting  will  be  five 
minutes  after  being  called  by  the  Judges, 
float  and  gut  cast  will  be  provided  by  the  committee.) 

First  prize,  longest  cast ;  second  prize,  second 
longest  cast ;  third  prize,  third  longest  cast. 

COMPETITION  S. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Float  Casting.    Any  Style.— ^/Z  Comers. 

Rule. — The  rod  must  not  exceed  14ft.  in  length, 
but  the  weight  is  unrestricted.  Weight  of  shot  on 
gut  cast  will  be  \\  drachms.  Float  fixed  5ft.  from 
hook.  Competitors  will  not  be  allowed  to  extend  their 
line  in  front  of  the  base  line  before  casting.  The 
time  allowed  to  each  competitor  for  casting  will  be 
five  minutes  after  being  called  by  the  Judges.  (The 
float  and  gut  cast  will  be  provided  by  the 
committee.) 

First  prize,  longest  cast;  second  prize, 'second 
longest  cast ;  third  prize,  third  longest  cast. 

A  complete  programme,  containing  full  details, 
time  of  each  competition,  names  of  competitors, 
list  of  prizes,  etc..  will  be  ready  on  Wednesday, 
July  20,  and  may  be  obtained  at  the  offices  of  the 
Crystal  Palace  Company,  14,  Victoria-street,  S.W., 
or  of  the  hon.  secretary  of  the  tournament,  Mr.  J .  T. 
Emery,  Duloe  House,  Leytonstone,  E.  On  the 
days  of  the  competition,  Friday  and  Saturday, 
July  22  and  23,  the  programme  will  be  on  sale  in 
the  Palace  grounds.    Price  2d.  each. 


ME.  CHAELES  A.  PAYTON. 

It  gives  us  much  pleasure  (and  we  are  sure  it  will 
give  pleasure  to  many  of  his  numerous  friends  and 
readers  of  his  works  and  writings)  to  reproduce  a 
recent  photograph  of  Mr.  Charles  A.  Pay  ton, 
member  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  and  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society,  and  his  thirteen-year-old  son, 
Charles  M.  Payton,  as  they  recently  appeared  on  a 
treating  expedition  in  Germany,  the  satisfactory 
results  of  which  were  recorded  in  the  Fidd  of 
May  14, 

It  is  thirty-seven  years  since  Mr,  Payton  first 
wrote  in  the  Fidd  as  "  Sarcelle,"  and  that  nom  de 
flume  has  become  as  a  household  word  to  readers 
of  the  great  sporting  paper,  and  has  also  been  given 
to  certain  modest  trout  and  salmon  flies  of  his 
designing,  which  have  proved  killers  on  many 
waters.  A  fisherman  from  the  age  of  six,  he  has 
had  the  healthy  experience  of  over  half  a  century  of 
all-round  angling  in  many  lands,  and  is  as  keen  and 
enthusiastic  at  sixty  as  he  was  at  sixteen. 

In  addition  to  his  long  connection  with  the  Field, 
we  need  hardly  remind  our  readers  how  often  his 
name  appears  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  how  ready 
he  always  is  to  give  reliable  information  to  brother 
anglers  on  the  subject  of  sport  in  home  and  foreign 
waters.    Our  old  friend  was  for  some  time  a  con- 


Photo  by]  [Miss  E.  il.  Hazdl. 

"  Sarcelle  "  (Mr.  Chas.  A.  Payton)  and  His  Son.  ' 


(The 


tributor  of  essays  and  serial  tales  to  London  Socicly, 
the  old  Sporting  Magazine,  and  some  comic  papers. 
In  1872,  on  his  return  from  the  South  African 
diamond  fields,  his  experiences  there,  including, 
naturally,  fishing  in  the  Vaal  and  Modder  rivers, 
were  published  in  book  form  at  the  Fidd  office.  In 
1879  the  same  publishers  brought  out  his  brightly- 
written  book,  "  Moss  from  a  Rolling  Stone,"-  the 
first  part  giving  vivid  impressions  of  "  Moorish 
Wanderings,"  the  second  devoted  to  "  AngUng 
Reminiscences,"  home  and  foreign. 

Entering  the  Consular  Service  in  1880,  Mr.  Payton 
served  as  H.B.M.  Consul  at  Mogador  from  that  year 
till  1893  ;  at  Genoa  from  1893  to  1897,  when  he  was 
transferred  to  his  present  post,  Calais,  and  wherever 
he  has  been  has  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities 
for  enjoyment  of  his  favourite  sport  with  the  rod, 
and  gim  also  where  surroundings  were  suitable, 
besides  giving  valuable  information  to  future 
travellers. 

Beginning  trout  fishing  and  sea  angling  at  Scar- 
borough at  the  time  of  the  Crimean  War,  the 
veteran  angler  has  happy  reminiscences  of  "  Lines 
in  Many  Waters  "-  (the  title  of  a  bright  paper  read 
to  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  on 
Nov.  6, 1901 ),  in  England,  Scotland.  Ireland,  France, 
Italy,  Spain,  Germany,  South  Africa,  and  Morocco, 
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not  forgetting  "  Gammle  Norge,".  his  first  trip  to 
wliich  delightful  country  was  made  in  company 
with  his  old  and  valued  friend,  Mr.  William  Senior, 
of  tho  Field.  He  is  just  now  lamenting  the  diminu- 
tion in  numbers  of  French  trout  (to  which  wc 
cannot  help  thinking  he  may  in  some  degree  have 
contributed),  and  wondering  if  the  May  Fly  will 
not  mainly  be  consumed  by  ducks,  swifts,  and 
swallows. 

The  bright -looking  boy  by  his  side  promises  to  be 
a  worthy  follower  in  his  father's  footsteps,  has 
shared  in  many  of  his  recent  riverside  rambles, 
caught  German  trout  with  a  "  Sarcelle  ".  fly,  roach 
and  burly  bream  in  Calais  canals,  codling,  whiting, 
flatfish,  etc.,  ashore  and  afloat,  at  Calais  and  at 

dear  old  Deal,"  and  we  hope  he  has  as  bright  an 
angling  career  to  look  forward  to  as  his  father  can 
look  back  upon,  and  are  sure  our  readers  will 
join  in  wisliing  good  luck  and  tight  lines  to  the  pair 
of  them. 


REPORTS  FROM  RITERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

Bdports  (to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Tliamea. — Genebal  Rbmabks. — Owing  to  the 
heavy  storms  the  river  is  now  too  much  coloured 
for  trouting.  There  is  an  immense  quantity  of 
water  coming  over  the  weirs,  and  the  stream  is 
strong.  This  should,  however,')  improve  the  river 
from  the  coarse  fisherman's  point  of  view,  the  season 
opening  on  Thursday,  June  10.  At  Sunbury,  on 
May  27,  Mr.  H.  Lukyn  caught  a  fine  trout  of  7flb. 
Mr.  H.  W.  Warne,  of  the  East  Dulwich  A.S.,  has 
also  taken  a  trout  of  5i\h.  at  Chertsey  Weir.  He 
also  had  five  smaller  trout  when  spinning  with  a 
Devon  minnow.  These  fish,  one  being  a  fontinalis, 
were  returned  to  the  water.  Mr.  W.  Ashley  has 
also  had  a  trout  of  6lb.  3oz.  at  Pangbourne. — F.  H. 
Amphlett. 

  (Lechlade,     Gloucestershire).  —  Some 

splendid  trout  are  on  the  move.  Mr.  Manswell 
landed  a  7 -pounder,  and  Mr.  Cambridge  took 
another  of  4:1b.  Several  others  have  been  caught 
with  the  May  Fly,  Lsirge  Alder,  and  Black  and  Ked 
Palmer.  The  condition  of  the  river  is  perfect. — 
Chas.  Powell. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire).  —  The  May 
Fly  season  commenced  in  real  earnest  on  May  30, 
which  was  an  ideal  day.  There  was  a  small  regi- 
ment of  anglers  out,  but  every  one  had  good  sport. 
Over  thirty  brace  of  trout  were  killed,  many  weigh- 
ing 21b.  and  2ilb.  The  king  fish  fell  to  the  Rev. 
Luckman's  rod,  3^lh.,  on  the  Dudgrove  length,  and 
three  others  over  21b.  The  limit  was  reached  by 
several  of  the  keen  old  hands,  and  a  very  fine  show 
of  fish  they  were,  mostly  over  14oz. — Chas.  Powell. 

Darenth.  (Horton  Kirby,  etc.). — Weather  and 
water  were  again  favourable  on  May  27,  but  fish 
were  shier,  and  after  rising  twenty  or  thirty  trout 
I  found  myself  with  only  a  brace  to  take  home. 
I  returned  some  small  ones,  but  most  of  the  fish 
either  came  short  or  broke  me.  Prospects  are  still 
fairly  good.  Best  flies  are  Red  Quill  and  Pale 
Olive. — J.  Paul  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Very  little  was 
done  on  the  Dart  by  visitors  during  Whitsun  week, 
in  fact,  takes  generally  have  been  very  small.  The 
scarcity  of  fish  is  especially  noticeable  at  Buckfast- 
leigh  and  in  that  district,  but  in  the  higher  reaches 
better  sport  has  been  obtained.  Messrs.  Ackrell  and 
E.  Distin  have  had  small  baskets  several  evenings, 
but  no  large  dishes  are  reported. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — There  has  been  a  laree 
run  of  salmon  in  the  Teign  during  the  past  week. 
In  the  upper  Tamar  little  was  done  on  Whit 
Monday.  Three  dozen  were  taken  by  Mr.  Ratten- 
bury  one  day  in  the  week. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.  -  The  May  Fly  will  bo 
up  by  June  7  or  8.  Odd  flies  are  about,  but  the 
fish  will  not  be  taking  them  before  the  time  named. 
Good  sport  has  been  had  with  the  Dark  Olive  on 
the  Dove  and  with  the  March  Brown  on  the  brooks 
of  late. — FosTEu  Bbos. 

Esk  (Whitby). — The  recent  spates  have  caused  a 
slight  lise  of  water,  but  this  has  been  somewhat 
insufficient  to  bring  the  river  into  good  angling 
trim,  and  in  consequence  only  moderate  sport  has 
been  secured  by  the  numerous  anglers  wlio  have 
plied  the  rod  during  the  past  week.  A  few  catches 
have  been  oifected,  those  to  hand  being.  Rev.  W. 
D.  D.  Maclagan  six  brace,  and  Mr.  J.  Foreman  six 
brace.  There  in  a  fair  pros])oct  for  the  ensuing 
week.  Sea  angling  has  provided  moderate  .sport 
during  the  week,  a  few  catches  having  been  made 
from  the  piers. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — The  fishing  generally 
has  been  very  good,  several  salmon  being  netted. 


and  rod  anglers  have  done  remarkably  well  at 
Brampford  Speke,  Earl  Iddesleigh's,  Thorverton, 
Up  Exe  and  higher  up.  Mr.  Coombe  caught  four 
clean-run  fish  last  Friday.  Trout  have  been  sporting 
well  in  the  Exe,  Greedy,  and  Culme.  At  Tcign- 
mouth  and  Exraouth  flatfish  are  plentiful,  but  bass 
and  pollack  scarce,  only  chance  being  higher  up  the 
river  near  Starcross. — Red  Palmeb. 

Iiake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— For  the  last 
week  the  air  has  been  full  of  thunder,  and  the 
fish  in  consequence  have  kept  down.  The  fishing 
has,  however,  been  very  fair,  and  some  very  nice 
catches  have  been  made.  The  best  of  the  fishing 
has  not  yet  come  on,  and  during  June  and  July 
it  is  certain  to  be  very  good.  The  rainbow  trout 
are  doing  splendidly,  and  there  ore  heaps  of 
flies  hatching.  Captain  Garnett  has  done  well 
every  day,  and  has  killed  840  fish  in  a  month — 
which  is  a  splendid  record.  Some  of  the  other  best 
baskets  are  : — On  May  25,  Messrs.  Falkner,  eleven 
fish,  51b.  lOoz. ;  Dr.  Rutherford,  eleven  fish,  71b.  2oz. ; 
Mr.  Milles,  eight  fish,  5Ib.  ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  six 
fish,  41b.  8oz. ;  and  Colonel  Armstrong,  four  fish, 
31b.  8oz.  ;  on  May  26,  Mr.  Briggs  and  Dr.  Chfton 
killed  seventeen  fish.  Dr.  Rutherford  twelve  fish, 
Mr.  Falkner  sixteen  fish,  Mr.  Hamersley  five  fish,  and 
Mr.  Milles  four  fish  ;  on  May  27,  Col.  Armstrong  killed 
thirteen  fish,  Messrs.  Falkner  fifteen  fish.  Dr. 
Rutherford  twelve  fish,  and  Mr.  Wakeley  eight  fish. 
On  the  28th  Messrs.  Falkner  killed  thirteen,  Dr. 
Rutherford  eight.  Captain  Wild  six,  Mr.  Milles  four, 
and  Messrs.  Wakeley,  Davison,  and  Hocksey  three 
fish  each.  On  May  30  Dr.  Rutherford  killed 
fourteen  fish.  Colonel  Armstrong  and  Mr.  Hocksey 
seven  fish  each,  Mr.  Milles  four,  Mr.  Falkner  seven, 
andMr.R.L.  Garnettfour.  On  May  31,  Sir  T.  Hughes 
creeled  eight  fish,  Mr.  Jackson  one  of  lib.  4oz. 
Messrs.  Stewart  and  Thompson,  six  fish,  31b.  lOo^.  ; 
and  Mr.  Berry  and  Col.  Armstrong  two  fish 
each.  The  fish  are  in  perfect  condition ;  20,000 
more  rainbows  have  been  turned  in  during  the 
week.  Small  flies  are  killing  best,  the  favourites 
being  Red  and  Teal,  Green  Teal,  and  Claret  and 
Mallard. — Longdbift. 

Lea  and  Tributaries.— Some  May  Fly  have 
been  seen  this  week  up  the  Lea,  but  no  good  rise 
had  been  reported  down  to  June  1.  In  consequence 
of  the  stormy,  unsettled  weather,  sport  with  trout 
has  been  quiet  on  the  Lea,  but  at  Ware  two  flsh  of 
3Jlb.  and  31b.  have  been  landed  by  Messrs.  Caudle 
and  Bradshaw.  The  Beane  (Hertford)  has  fur- 
nished several  more  trout,  the  fish  taken  ranging 
up  to  21b.,  and  the  May  Fly  is  beginning  to  come 
up  here  and  on  the  Waterford  Marsh  preserves. 
A  good  rise  of  May  Fly  is  expected  on  the  upper 
Mimram  next  week.  The  Ivel  has  yielded  some 
fine  trout,  I\Ir.  Main  waring  last  week  landing  one  of 
41b.  in  the  Norton  water.  The  rains  have  flooded 
the  Lea  and  its  tributaries. — Izaak  Walton. 

Leach  (Gloucestershire). — This  stream  is  mostly 
in  private  hands,  and  they  are  having  an  excellent 
May  Fly  season.  On  one  short  reach  I  landed  1(3 
brace  in  an  afternoon. — Chas,  Powell. 

Luggr  and  Arrow  (Leominster;. — Both  streams 
are  in  good  order.  Rain  has  been  had,  and  has 
improved  the  water.  May  Fly  is  now  coming  up 
well.  The  fish  are  not  rising  freely  at  these,  but 
will  be  by  the  end  of  the  week.  Some  good  trout 
landed  with  fly  this  week.  Prospects  for  sport 
good. — B. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — At  present  time 
of  reporting,  Wednesday,  June  1,  the  river  is  full 
and  discoloured  from  the  effects  of  heavy  rain 
during  the  past  two  days.  There  is  every  appear- 
ance of  more  rain,  so  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the 
chances  of  sport  for  the  coming  week.  Lately  the 
fish  have  been  very  capricious  in  their  feeding,  and 
takes  have  ruled  much  smaller  than  two  or  three 
weeks  ago.  This  is  due  mainly  to  the  unusual 
supply  of  gnats  and  midges,  which  have  glutted  the 
trout.  Two  and  a-half  brace  of  good  fish  were 
taken  by  a  rod  on  Saturday  evening  (Alay  28),  about 
8  p.m.,  on  the  Red  Quill,  an  excellent  evening  fly 
just  now,  and  in  the  early  morning  some  sport  is 
said  to  have  been  enjoyed.  Peal  are  not  up  as  yet, 
though  they  may  be  looked  for  very  shortly. — 
Hebon. 

Plymouth. — The  rains  of  last  night  did  not  reach 
the  moors,  so  there  was  no  extra  water  in  the 
rivers.  Some  more  peal  have  been  caught  in  the 
Tavy  near  Virtuous  Lady  Mine.  They  seem  to 
congregate  in  the  pools  there.  Some  nice  baskets 
of  trout  have  also  been  taken  in  the  higher  water 
of  the  Meavy,  Cad,  and  Dart.  A  gentleman  and 
his  wife  staying  at  Beardown  Farm  during  the  last 
month  have  had  some  good  sport,  the  best  flies 
being  Blue  Dun,  Zulu,  Blue  Quills,  Blue  and  Silver, 
Olive  Quill  Gnats,  Soldier  Palmers,  and  Edmund's 
Palmer. — Wjlliam  Heabdeb. 

Severn.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — As  far  as  this  neighbourhood  is  concerned, 
the  weather  appears  to  be  getting  from  bad  to 
wor.so,  and  more  resembling  November  than  what 


is  termed  "  the  leafy  month  of  June."  Cold,  wet, 
and  foggy  days  have  been  the  rule  and  sunshine  the 
exception,  so  that  angling  has  been  anything  but  a 
pleasurable  experience  even  when  successful,  and 
such  good  days  have  been  few  and  far  between. 
The  Buckley  Otter  Hounds  have,  during  the  past 
week,  accounted  for  two  more  otters.  As  far  as  the 
weather  goes  there  is  not  the  least  sign  of  any 
improvement. — Vybnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.—  In  the 
way  of  trouting  there  is  but  little  to  record.  Rain 
has  fallen  heavily  during  the  week  ;  a  scarcity  of 
sunshine,  and  the  streams  discoloured,  with  but 
little  prospect  of  an  improvement.  Anglers  are 
looking  forward  to  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fish 
season,  as  in  this  district  there  is  great  promise  of  a 
good  opening.  The  harbour  fishermen  are  having 
fair  sport  among  the  smelt,  bass,  and  flatfish. 
Mullet  are  plentiful,  but  refuse  all  baits. — Geobge 
F.  Salter. 

Taw  (TX.  Devon).— Sunshine  and  showers  have 
caused  fishing  to  be  very  good  during  the  past 
week,  and  some  nice  trout  were  creeled.  If  fisher- 
men would  throw  back  the  ounce  and  less  fish  they 
hooked,  fishing  would  be  better  in  the  future.  Bass 
coming  into  the  rivers. — Rusty  Game. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Neiifl^bourin? 
Rivers. — All  north  country  streams  are  now,  in 
splendid  condition  for  angling,  as  the  result  of  the 
recent  rains,  and  we  shall  be  surprised  if  we  do  not 
hear  of  some  good  sport  during  the  next  few  days. 
The  sport  obtained  in  the  holidays  was  of  a  dis- 
appointing character,  small  baskets  being  the  order 
of  the  day.  \  On  the  Coquet,  near  Felton,  one  angler 
succeeded  in  taking  four  brace  of  nice  fish,  and 
another  on  the  Tyne  took  several  brace  with  the 
worm.  Several  anglers  journeyed  to  the  Eden,  and 
had  excellent  sport,  and  we  hear  of  a  few  others 
who  visited  the  Lake  District  and  ,had  fair  sport 
too.  Best  flies  are  yellow  Dun,  Red  Spinner, 
Orange  Dun,  Greenwell's  Glory,  Black  Gnat,  Red 
Palmer. — Henry  A.  Mubton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — Although  there  have  been  two  or 
three  small  rises,  the  water  is  still  rather  low. 
However,  there  has  been  a  fair  week's  fishing,  and 
the  following  successes  are  reported :  On  May  2(), 
Dr.  Hackett,  one,  lllb.  (Prioress);  Mr.  Pryce 
Jenkins,  three;  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies,  one,  12ib.  (Rock 
Pool).  On  May  27,  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  one.  On  May  28 
the  water  was  muddy.  On  May  30,  Mr.  R.  St. 
John  Beaseley,  one,  241b.  (Llan) ;  Mr.  J.  Pitt,  one, 
171b.  (Prioress);  Rev.  Hare,  one;  Mr.  Cartwright, 
one;  141b.  (Parker's  Hole);  Mr.  Humphreys,  two, 
101b.  and  lllb.  On  May  31,  Mr.  R.  St.  John 
Beaseley,  one,  lljlb.  (Llan);  Mr.  Cartwright,  one, 
131b.  (Pencarres);  Mrs.  Lister,  one,  141b.  (Parker's 
Hole) ;  Major  Trevor,  three,  9lb.,  131b.,  and  181b. 
(Coed-y-prior).  Worm-fishing  commenced  on  Juno  1, 
and  there  should  be  some  good  baskets  of  trout 
taken.— T.  R. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny bridge). — During 
the  last  two  weeks  rivers  have  been  in  very  good 
order  for  fly  fishing,  and  several  verj'  nice  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  caught.  Mr.  Davies,  chemist, 
caught  61b.  with  the  fly  on  Wednesday,  May  25. 
No  salmon  have  been  caught  here  this  season 
yet.    Largest  trout    this  season  is   41b.,  6oz. — 

PONTSENNY. 

Windrush  (Burford,  Oxon). — I  hear  very  good 
accounts  of  theMay  Fly  on  this  stream.  Mr.  Brown 
took  three  brace  of  trout,  weighing  15lb.,  and  several 
two  and  two  and  a  half  brace  baskets  have  been 
made. — C.  P 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — The  unsettled 
weather  we  have  had  during  the  past  week  has 
greatly  interfered  with  angling  pursuits,  especially 
fly  fishing,  as  these  rivers  have  been  too  high  and 
discoloured  for  the  fly  on  some  days.  The  Wye 
being  in  better  condition  than  the  Derwent,  and  by 
fishing  early  and  late,  a  decent  basket  of  three  to 
five  brace  might  be  obtained.  The  Derwent,  too, 
has  yielded  a  nice  lot  of  trout,  both  the 
Chatsworth  and  also  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
Darley  Dale  Club's  water.  I  am  pleased 'to  say 
there  has  •  been  no  dead  or  dying  trout  or 
grayling  seen  in  this  portion  of  the  Derwent  this 
week;  it  is  being  investigated.  The  Trent 
Fishery  Board  ought  to  do  something  in  the 
matter ;  we  pay  our  2s.  6d.  and  get  nothing  for  it. 
The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's 
water  has  afforded  some  good  trout.  Mr.  W. 
Kirkland,  fishing  the  higher  portion  of  this  water 
on  Saturday,  May  28,  took  three  brace  with  ant 
eggs;  also  a  gentleman  on  June  1  secured  six  brace 
with  maggots  for  bait.  The  prospect  is  favourable 
as  there  is  a  woodland  water  coming  down  the 
Derwent,  and  as  it  clears  it  will  be  right  for  the  fly. 
No  May  Fly  up  yet.  Useful  flies:  Ash  Dun, 
Cooper's  Fancy,  Yellow  and  Olive  Duns,  Black 
Gnat,  Little  Yellow  May  Dun,  Yellow  Sally^  and 
Mulberry  Bumble.  — Dottebel. 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufactiirer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  sapsrloz  to  BpUt  Gane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  13  oss, ;  very  powerlal, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  BpUt  Oane, 


Reels  and  Liaes  to  match. 


New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 


Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

Xhls  Beel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  loohs  In  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kin^sher  Line, 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon, 

SO  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout, 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  ofE,  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  followiag  are  a  few  unsolicited  Testimoaials. 

Colonel  Gt.  writes :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marTelloas.   I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  R.  writes :  "Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line — In  the  condition  it  is  In  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
bad  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


FISHING  SEASON  HAS  C03IMENCED. 

LOOHENBREGK  HOTEL  &  SPA 

CASTLE  DOUGLAS. 

Tlie  Finest  Health  Resort  in  the  South  of  Scotland. 

The  Hotel  is  situated  within 
five  minutes  of  tlie  Loch, 
where  there  is  excellent 
Trout  Fishing,  free  to  visitors 
staying  at  the  Hotel. 

Howe  Comforts.  Golf  Course. 
Bowling  Green  d  Tennis  Lawn. 


For  terms,  which  are  very 
moderate,  apply  Pbopeietor. 


THE    AQUATIC   WEEJO  CUTTER 

Coat  be  fixed  on  any  punt  or  boat.    Will  cut  nil  species  of  weed.  Suitable 
for  Lake  or  Itlver.    Takes  but  one  Man  to  work  it. 
Price  £5,  packed  on  rail. 

PERCY  WADHAM,  Plumassier  to  the  Royal  Family, 

Pisciculturist  to  The  Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association,  Newport,  Isle  of  Weight. 


SWAN  HOTEL 

TENBURY,  WORCESTERSHIRE. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLIN(; 
FISHING  in  preserved  water,  for 
visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 


TERMS,  7/6  PER  DAY, 
Incluaivoi 


WANTED  AT  ONCE. 


Fly  Tyers  for  Salmon  Flies, 
Sea  Trout  Flies,  and  Dry  and 
Wet  Trout  Flies. 

Constant  Employment  to  Good  Hands. 


API'I-Y  — 

HARDY  BROTHERS,  Alnwick, 


SALMON 
FLIES 

Dressed  on  Tested  Hooks 
with  a  stated  lifting' 
power  of  7  lbs.  upwards. 

Eacii  Moolc  Tested  and 
guaranteed  individually. 
On  eyed  hoolcs  or  gut 
loops. 

FIN'S  IMIIDGSS,  dressed  on  0000,  000,  00  eyed  hooks.    For  fishing  at 
sundown,  vyhen  the  "  Gnat  is  on."    Will  kill  when  all  else  fails. 

For  TROUT  FLIES  (river  and  lake),  GRILSE  FLIES,  &c.,  and  all 
best  patterns  of  RODS,  see  List  supplied  post  free  by 

C.  HUTCHINSON,  43,  Finkle  St.,  Kendal. 

MALCOM  &  CO., 

-^^^         The  SPORTSMAN'S  WATERPROOFERS 

INVENTOBS  OF  THE    .   .  . 

"  1?a.nned  Angola. " 

WADING  TROUSERS,  45/- 
WADING  STOCKINGS,  25/- 
WADING  ST0CKINGS,18/6&21/ 

See  Field,  June  30,  1900. 


3,  GREEN  STREET, 

LEICESTER  SQUARE,  W.C. 


CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 
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Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derweut,  Onse, 
etc.  (Torha). — Since  last  report  there  has  been  a 
great  improvement  in  sport,  the  weather  (with 
perhaps  the  exception  of  Monday  last,  during  which 
we  were  enveloped  in  fog  with  a  cold  east  wind) 
being  all  that  could  be  desired  for  angling,  and  the 
waters  have  been  generally  in  good  trim.  On  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Yore  several  decent  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  got  at  Aysgarth,  Hawes,  and  Red- 
mire.  Mr3.  Scarth  has  met  with  nice  sport :  amongst 
her  catch  was  a  fine  trout  weighing  21b.  8Joz., 
which  has  been  sent  to  the  depot  for  preservation. 
In  the  district?  of  Wensley  and  Middleham  I  have 
been  getting  from  twelve  to  twenty  trout  in  the 
Yore  with  the  fly  and  natural  minnow  fished  on  a 
small  Chapman  spinner,  also  the  creeper.  Other 
anglers  have  caught  nice  panniers  of  trout,  which  are 
now  in  fine  condition.  The  Stone  Fly  is  hatching  out 
on  all  our  streams  and  will  be  well  on  by  the  end  of 
the  week.  The  Swale  is  in  good  condition  now,  and 
very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with.  Mr.  J.  Osborne, 
jun.,  and  Mr.  C.  Connor  had  fine  sport  on  Tuesday, 
getting  from  twenty  to  thirty  trout  early  in  the 
morning.  On  the  same  day  I  got  twenty-four  trout 
in  one  of  our  streams  The  Wharfe  is  also  in 
excellent  trim,  several  fine  baskets  of  fish  being  got 
in  the  upper  reaches.  Dr.  Dennison  had  good  sport 
at  Addmgham,  and  Mr.  H.  Ashworth  also  had 
fine  sport  at  Bolton  Abbey  with  the  fly.  Good 
sport  has  been  got  at  Ilkley  with  the  minnow  and 
fly.  The  Rye  and  Riccall  are  running  in  fine  trim. 
Mr.  W.  Tempest  has  met  with  fair  sport  in  the 
Helmsley  district.  Rain  has  fallen,  which  is  keeping 
all  our  streams  up.  Mr.  W.  Mitchell  had  nice  sport 
for  an  hour  on  the  Crimple  on  Tuesday  evening. 
Prospects  for  sport  could  not  be  better.  Best  flies : 
Little  Yellow  May,  Poult  Bloa,  Black  Midge,  Orange 
Partridge.  Spider  Fly,  and  Stone  Fly. — John  E. 
Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

—On  May  24,  Mr.  Stanfield  fished  Loch  Boarlan, 
and  landed  three  dozen  trout  aggregating  101b.  ; 
on  May  26  he  caught  twenty -eight,  8^1b. ;  and 
May  20,  on  Lech  Urigill,  Mr.  Stanfield  made  a 
basket  of  four  and  a  quarter  dozen,  151b. — B. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— During  the  last  ten 
days  there  has  been  a  fair  run  of  sea-trout.  Good 
sport  has  been  had  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Liddle  with  yellow  trout ;  one  angler  at  two  fishings 
creeled  eight  dozen,  Mr.  Jenkins  caught  a  dozen 
below  .Newcastleton,  Mr.  Bakey  had  several  baskets 
in  the  same  water,  Mr.  Smith  landed  fifteen  yellow 
trout  in  Upper  Liddle,  the  best  one  l^lb.,  and  several 
scaled  lib.  each  ;  Mr.  Stoddart  had  five  dozen  at 
a  fishing,  Mr.  W.  Armstrong  two  dozen,  and  Messrs. 
Walker  and  Beattie  each  a  dozen  and  a  half 
In  McLellan's  portion  of  the  Netherby  reserved 
water  a  few  sea-trout  have  been  got  and  some 
yellow  trout.  Catches  have  been  few  in  the  Metal 
Bridge  water ;  grilse  are  beginning  to  run  in  the  Sol- 
way,  a  few  being  taken  in  the  Firth  and  a  few  salmon. 
In  Langholm  water,  Mr.  W.  Weatherstone  creeled 
31b.  of  yellow  trout;  Major  Maxwell  caught  a  sea- 
trout  in  the  upper  reaches,  SJlb. ;  Mr.  A.  Smith,  one 
in  the  upper  Esk,  Iflb.  ;  Col.  Maxwell,  one,  IJlb., 
and  i  eighteen  yellow  trout,  in  Langholm  water; 
Mr.  A.  Thompson  had  a  sea-trout,  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Mac- 
millan,  one,  1  ^Ib.,  and  some  yellow  trout ;  Sergt.  Bell, 
one,  21b. ;  Mr.  W.  Ross,  one,  I  Jib. ;  Mr.  McLellan's 
keeper  had  a  sea  trout  close  on  21b.  in  the  Willow 
Pool.  Messrs.  Elliot  and  Hardie  had  each  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  in  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Liddle,  and  Mr.  Armstrong  had  several  yellow  trout 
in  lower  Hermitage  water.  Mr.  Bagshaw  had  good 
takes  of  yellow  trout  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk. 
Mr.  Brewer  had  41b.  yellow  trout  in  the  same  water. 
Mr.  Murray  caught  a  sea  trout  IJlb.,  Mr.  J.  Steel 
had  a  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Canonbie  water, 
while  other  anglers  have  been  fairly  successful  with 
yellow  trout  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk. — 

GiLNOCKIE. 

Carrou  (Easter   Boss,  Ardgay,   N.B.).— On 

May  24,  Mr.  Pultney  fished  Invercharron  water, 
and  landed  a  salmon  of  161b.;  on  May  25,  Mr.  J. 
Wilson,  fishing  for  Colonel  H.  Piatt,  C.B.,  landed 
an  111b.  salmon  on  Gruinards  water;  Mr.  R. 
Munro  fished  for  Mr.  Dyson-Perrins,  and  caught 
one  weighing  91b.,  on  Glencalvie  water,  and  Mr. 
Pultney  one,  of  111b.,  on  Invercharron  water;  oh 
May  26,  Mr.  F.  T.  Gervers  caught  a  10-pounder 
on  Amat  water ;  Mr.  R.  Munro,  two,  of  131b.  and 
I41b.,  on  Glencalvie  water;  on  May  27  the  last- 
named  angler  had  one  salmon,  and  Mr.  Wilson, 
Gruinards,  one,  of  91b.,  on  Colonel  Piatt's  rod  ;  on 
May  28,  Mr.  Gervers,  of  Amat,  had  a  91b.  salmon ; 
Mr.  Munro,  on  Mr.  Perrina'  rod,  two,  of  131b.  and 
121b.,  on  Glencalvie  water ;  on  May  30,  the  only 
fish  caught  on  the  whole  river,  so  far  as  known, 
was  a  101b.  salmon,  landed  by  Mr.  F.  T.  Gervers 
on  the  Amat  water. — B. 


Dee  (Banchory). — Mr.  Byres-Leake,  fishing  at 
Inchmarlo  from  May  1  to  21,  took  twenty-one  fish, 
making,  with  his  eighty-nine  taken  during  his 
tenancy  of  the  water,  a  total  of  110  fish. 

Deveron  (Banffshire)  — The  river  is  running  very 
low  and  clear,  and  until  there  is  a  heavy  fall  of  rain 
to  put  the  river  in  spate,  sport  will  be  poor  for  some 
time.  On  May  28,  fishing  on  the  Banff  Fife  Arms 
Hotel  'portion  of  the  Deveron,  Mr.  Forbes,  Alloa, 
and  Mr.  Macmillan,  South  Africa,  had  a  catch  of 
51b.  of  trout.  The  small  water  is  restricting  the  net 
fishermen  to  .the  deeper  pools,  but  the  number  of 
salmon,  grilse,  or  trout  caught  is  very  limited. 
Along  the  coast  there  has  been  a  slight  increase  in 
the  number  of  salmon  got  in  the  bag  nets.  The 
grilse  fishing  is  not  proving  so  successful  as  expected, 
the  total  number  got  for  the  season  not  much 
exceeding  a  dozen.  Salmon  are  of  large  size, 
averaging  lOlb. ;  grilse,  31b.;  and  trout,  21b. — H.W. 

 (Huntly). — Our  streams  here  are  again  very 

low,  and  anglers  are  finding  it  difficult  to  get  a 
good  basket.  Mr.  Davidson  had  a  nice  basket  of 
trout  and  a  salmon  of  7^1b.  with  trout  fly.  Mr. 
H.  W.  Payne,  London,  has  just  finished  a  week's 
fishing  at  Rothiemay  Castle  water,  and  has  had 
baskets  from  51b.  to  101b.  Mr.  A.  Carter,  Birming- 
ham, has  had  some  tidy  baskets  and  a  few  large 
trout,  the  largest  being  2  J  lb.  Mr.  Faed,  fishing  Mr. 
Porter's  Mamoch  water  on  May  30,  had  a  nice 
basket  of,  thirty  trout,  weighing  lOIb.  Weather 
bright  and  warm. — D.  W. 

Znchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  May 
24,  Mr.  Ivory,  Edinburgh,  caught  eight  trout,  7lb.; 
on  the  25th  twenty  trout,  7lb.;  on  the  26th,  twenty- 
nine  trout,  171b.;  on  the  27th,  eleven  trout,  91b. 
and  one  salmon,  15lb.  Beautiful  weather ;  good 
stock  of  fly  now  on  the  waters.  Sport  for  coming 
week  ought  to  be  good. — Wm.  Wallace. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.). — 
Sea-trout  angling  is  doing  fairly  well.  Mr.  D. 
MacLennan,  Bonar,  has  been  out  on  several  occasions 
lately.  His  average  basket  was  about  half  a 
dozen,  and  the  average  weight  of  trout  close  on  Jib. 
The  net  fishings  have  been  very  unproductive  since 
the  opening  of  the  season,  but  a  perceptible 
improvement  has  now  set  in. — B. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross). — The  loch  is  now  in 
better  form  for  anglang  than  it  has  been  this  season. 
Bright  weather  has  brought  out  the  loch  files, 
and  anglers  are  making  fair  catches  with  the  fly. 
Mr.  J.  jDunlop,  on  Tuesday  (May  31),  while  com- 
peting in  the  Bridge  of  Allan  club,  had  the 
highest  'catch  at  a  competition  for  two  yeara,  hia 
creel  containing  sixteen  trout  which  weighed 
181b.  13oz.  ;  his  heaviest  trout  scaled  21b.  8oz.  At 
the  competition  six  members  had  thirty-nine 
trout  which  weighed  42lb.  3oz.  The  first  prize 
winners  at  other  club  competitions  held  since  my 
last  report  were: — Mr.  A,  Pollock,  Rowbank  Club, 
five  trout,  51b.  7oz. ;  Mr.  M.  H.  Barclay,  Wanderers' 
Club,  four  trout,  51b.  5oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Fleming,  Bothwell 
and  Blantyre  Club,  six  trout,  81b. ;  Mr.  S.  Smart, 
Leith  Fly  Fishers'  Association,  six  trout,  61b.  6oz. ; 
Mr.  J.  Howe,  Perth  Club,  five  trout,  51b.  3oz. ; 
Private  parties: — Mr.  E.  C.  Golding,  London,  six 
trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  P.  B.  Golding  and  Mr,  Richmond, 
London,  in  two  days,  sixteen  trout,  141b.  12oz. ; 
Major  C.  C.  Reid,  three  days,  seventeen  trout, 
181b. ;  Mr.  Coverdale,  Sheffield,  three  days,  eighteen 
trout,  201b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Riley  and  Mr.  Rush  worth, 
Colne,  four  trout,  61b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  MacTaggart, 
London,  four,  days,  thirty- five  trout,  361b.  12oz. 
Mr.  Bedell-Sivright,  Edinburgh,  four  trout,  51b. 
12oz. ;  Mr.  Woo<&uff  and  Dr.  Head.  London,  two 
days,  ten  trout,  81b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Pringle,  Kelso,  six 
trout,  71b.  12oz  ;  Mr,  J.  P.  Hardie,  Edinburgh, 
eleven  trout,  lUb. ;  Mr.  Dixon,  Glasgow,  twelve 
trout,  81b.  8oz. ;  Mr,  P.  Riddell,  London,  and  Mr. 
Cameron,  Armadale,  three  days,  sixteen  trout, 
161b. ;  Mr.  Boyd,  Craigflower,  seven  trout,  81b. ; 
Mr.  Ogilvy,  Devonshaw,  five  trout,  61b.  8oz. ; 
The  following  telegram  was  received  on  Thursday 
morning  : — "  National  Angling  Club's  competition. 
— Very  satisfactory  sport  was  got  by  about  half  of 
the  forty-four  competitors,  who  engaged  at  the 
National  Angling  Club's  competition  at  Loch  Leven 
on  Wednesday  (June  1).  The  prize  takers  were 
William  Scott,  Dundee,  champion,  twelve  trout, 
1 61b.  5oz. ;  second,  J ames  Howe,  Perth  Club,  thirteen, 
121b.  5oz. ;  third,'jR.  Cameron,  Bridge  of  Allan  Club, 
eleven,  91b.  lloz. ;  fourth,  James  Fortune,  Kinroas- 
shire  Club,  eleven,  81b.  lOoz. ;  fifth,  William  France, 
Kelvinside  Academicals,  seven,  71b.  15oz. ;  sixth. 


Trout,  Sea-Trout,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
stocks  in  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake.  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  flue  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points.  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts.  Is.  6d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is. ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Depdt,  19,  New 
Stiktlon-ttreet,  Leedi.  lelegrami :  "  Piacator,  Leeds." 


Andrew  Smith,  Clackmannanshire  Club,  six, 
71b.  9oz.  Heaviest  trout,  Wm.  Scott,  Dundee, 
nearly  3lb.  Catches  by  English  representatives : 
John  Harbottle,  Northumberland  Club,  three, 
31b.  loz. ;  T,  Hebb,  Newark  Piscatorial  Association, 
one,  lib.  13oz. ;  Dr.  Head,  London  Piscatorial 
Society,  three,  lib.  lloz.  ;  R.  Woodruff,  Gresham, 
London,  clean." — R.  B.  Laino. 

Loph  Neas  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  May  23,  Mr.  W.  J. 
McLean,  Inverness,  killed  three  salmon,  weighing 
121b.,  131b.,  and  121b.— S.  Tilston. 

Lyon  (Fortingall  Hotel). — On  Fortingall  Hotel 
water,  on  May  2(),  Major  Haynes  Birnam  had  a 
salmon  of  15^Ib.  There  are  now  plenty  of  salmon 
in  upper  reaches  of  river.  On  26th  Mr.  Hawkins, 
Norfolk,  had  twelve  trout,  and  on  31st  some  gentle- 
men had  one  dozen. — R.  Stewart. 

North  of  Scotland.- Good  sport  was  got  on 
the  Upper  Dee  last  week.  On  P'ife  Arms  watsr 
Mr.  Gabriel  had  three  scaling  .51b.,  71b.,  and  81b.  On 
Lower  Invercauld  water  Mr.  Basset  had  one  of  71b,, 
Mr.  Basset  two  of  7ib.  and  81b.,  and  Lieul.-Col. 
Pinney  one  of  61b.  On  H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of 
Fife's  water  fish  are  reported  to  be  extremely 
plentiful.  All  last  week  the  river  was  in  good 
condition,  and  some  good  sport  was  got  on  Kin- 
cardine and  Aboyne  reaches.  Mr.  Barclay  on  Glen- 
tana  had  75  fish  for  the  month.  He  left  on  June  1 ; 
his  heaviest  fish  was  291b. — a  perfect  beauty.  The 
season  has  been  a  very  erratic  and  late  one  on  these 
reaches,  but  when  first  blood  was  got  as  many  as 
thirteen  fish  were  creeled  in  a  day  to  a  single  rod. 
On  the  Durris  Park  and  lower  reaches,  Mr.  Meakin 
had  four,  and  Mr.  Davidson  three.  Mr.  Riviere 
now  succeeds  Mr.  Davidson  in  the  Park  waters. 
Mr.  Davidson's  total  for  the  spring  is  forty  fish. 
Mr.  Gordon  htis  run  up  a  score  of  twenty-three  on 
the  Culter  water.  Some  splendid  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  are  being  made  daily. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.  B.).  — 
Angling  on  the  neighbouring  lochs  has  made  a  fair 
start,  and  the  prospects  for  the  season  augur  well. 
On  Thursday,  May  26,  Mr.  J.  H.  Shaw,  Cheltenham, 
fished MidShin  Beat,Loch  Shin,andgot  fourteen  trout 
(61b.),  and  on  27th,  on  Top  Shin  Beat,  ten  trout 
(61b.) ;  while  Mr.  Leake,  King's  Lyim,  caught  seven 
trout  (31b.)  on  Lower  Shin.  On  28th  Mr.  J.  H. 
Shaw,  on  Loch  Griam,  twenty-two  trout  (91b.),  and 
Mr.  Leake,  on  Top  Shin,  five  trout  (2^1b.).  On 
Monday,  this  week  (30th),  Mr.  J.  H.  Shaw,  on 
Upper  Flag,  twenty-one  trout  (91b.),  and  Mr.  Leake, 
on  Lower  Fiag,  sixteen  (oilb). — B. 

Sconrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg.  N.B.). — 
The  angling  season  has  now  opened  auspiciously  on 
the  neighbouring  lochs.  Last  week  several  nice 
baskets  were  made:  one  trout  3Jlb.,  three  l^lb. 
each,  and  two  of  lib.,  all  taken  with  fly. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — On  May  20,  Mr.  Henry 
Ferguson- Davie  one  salmon,  161b.,  and  on  May  21 
a  10-pounder;  on  May  23,  Sir  John  Ferguson- 
Davie  landed  three,  121b.,  111b.,  aad  lOlb. ;  and 
Mr.  H.  Ferguson- Davie  one  of  121b.  On  May  25, 
Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie  caught  two,  141b.  and 
lOlb. ;  and  Mr.  Henry  Ferguson-Davie  one  of  181b. 
On  May  26,  Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie  landed  two, 
91b.  and  101b.  ;  and  on  May  27  two,  12lb.  and  14lb. 
On  May  28,  Mr.  Henry  Ferguson-Davie  secured  one 
of  151b.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  grilse  are  beginning  to 
show  themselves  in  the  nets,  and  some  have  been 
caught  in  the  Annem  fisheries.  With  the  low  con- 
dition of  the  rivers  angling  has  been  most  disap- 
pointing, though  loch  fishing  has  afforded  improved 
sport  this  week.  The  salmon  fry  have  all  migrated 
to  the.sea,  and  trout  fishing  has  been  more  pleasant 
this  week.  The  Annan. — Angling  in  the  higher 
reaches  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Armstrong  had  one  dozen 
yellow  trout  with  fiy.  Mr.  Smith  took  a  similar 
lot  in  the  same  stretch,  near^  Wamphray.  One 
or  two  sea-  trout  have  been  caught  by  visitors 
in  the  higher  waters.  Sport  is  at  present 
disappointing  in  the  lower  and  tidal  stretches. 
In  the  Mount  Aiman  water,  Capt.  Thornburn,  Bryde- 
kirk,  landed  a  couple  of  sea-trout  below  bridge  with 
worm  bait.  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper  had  one 
sea-trout  with  fly.  Capt.  Thorburn's  trout  weighed 
2pb.  and  IJlb.  Some  small  baskets  of  from  three 
brace  to  six  brace  of  yellow  trout  have  Ibeen 
taken  in  the  different  reaches.  The  Dctmfkies 
NiTH. — Little  has  been  done  in  this  river  during 
the  past  week.  One  sea-trout  was  landed  in 
the  Cloaeburn  part  of  the  river,  and  one  lower 
down.  A  few  small  catches  of  yellow  trout  were 
taken  in  the  Mid  Nithsdale  water  below  Thornhill. 
Nothing  is  doing  in  the  tributaries  this  week. 
The  Cluden  and  Cairn  are  too  low  and  clear  for  the 
fly,  though  in  fair  order  for  the  clear-water  worm 
or  the  creeper  bait.  The  Galloway  Rivers  and 
Lochs. — Anglers  have  had  no  sport  on  the  rivers 
this  week  worth  recording.  Some  nice  creels  of 
trout  have,  however,  beeil  caught  in  some  of  the 
lochs  of  Galloway  with  fly.   Aybshibe  Loess  and 
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RivEES. — Fishing  Loch  Doon  on  May  24,  Messrs. 
Muir  and  Hunter,  out  from  the  Black  Bull  Hotel 
of  Dalmellington,  had  thirty-six  yellow  trout,  and 
on  the  same  day  Mr.  Murdoch  and  friend  had  about 
thirty,  caught  with  fly.  Misses  Robertson,  of  Troon, 
were  out  in  Mr.  Macdonald's  boat  from  the  Eglin- 
ton  Hotel,  Dalmellington,  and  caught  twenty-one 
trout.  Messrs.  Cox  and  Main,  of  Ayr,  fishing  on 
May  28,  caught  thirty -seven,  and  on  the  same  day 
Mr.  Addison,  fishing  from  the  Eglinton  boat,  landed 
thirty-eight  yellow  trout.  Mr.  Logan  took  eighteen 
on  May  28.  Other  rods  have  had  similar  catches. 
June  is  the  best  month  for  fishing  the  above  lochs, 
and  visitors  going  to  either  Dalmellington  or 
Carsphairn  villages  are  within  easy  distance  of 
Loch  Doon,  where  angling  is  free  to  everyone  with- 
out any  charge  or  restrictions  as  to  fly  or  baits.  On 
the  rivers  a  few  trout  have  been  caught  with  the 
clear-water  worm,  but  fly  has  been  at  a  discount 
this  week. — Heatherbell. 

Tay. — Fishing  Upper  Dunkeld  Water  on  May  25, 
Mr.  Arthur  W.  Blyth  killed  one  salmon  of  241b., 
and  on  the  Upper  Beat  on  May  23,  Mr.  John  A. 
Park  landed  one  fish  of  181b.,  and  Mr.  R.  C. 
Menzies  another  of  101b.  on  May  28.  Miss  Richard- 
son, fishing  on  Stobhall  Water  on  May  26,  landed 
one  salmon  of  201b.,  while  Sir  .John  Wolfe  Barry's 
party  throughout  the  week  killed  one  salmon  of 
161b.  on  Upper  CargiU,  and  four  of  181b.,  171b.,  171b. 
and  14^1b.  on  Islamouth  stretch. — A.  A. 

T^eed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Bivers. — 
The  rivers  are  still  in  fairly  good  order,  but  sport  is 
poor.  Both  Tweed  and  Teviot  rose  on  Saturday, 
but  not  enough  to  improve  matters.  Night  fishing 
is  not  very  prolific.  Salmon  are  occasionally  being 
taken  in  lower  waters.  At  Birgham,  on  May  17  and 
19,  Mr.  Brown,  had  one  salmon  each  day  of  81b. 
weight ;  on  May  28  the  Earl  of  Romney  had  one  of 
81b.,  and  on  May  31  one  of  SJlb.  On  the  Twizell 
water.  May  28,  Mr.  Wm.  Stoddart  had  a  new  run 
salmon  of  lUb.  and  a  grilse  of  4lb. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Bann  (Eilrea). — The  drying  east  winds  pre- 
viously experienced  continued  through  the  week 
and  reduced  the  river  4in.,  but  all  the  stretohe.s  are 
yet  in  order.  Trout  rose  only  in  the  evenings  but 
those  caught  were  of  larger  size  and  in  better  con- 
dition than^ experienced  in.previous  years.  The  first 
run  of  grilse  has  come  in  from  the  sea,  and  a  few 
have  passed  over  all  the  weirs  and  on  to  Lough 
Noagh,  but  salmon  are  resting  on  the  lower  and 
middle  pections.  Mr.  A.  Meenan  caught  nineteen 
trout,  341b.,  largest  weighing  3^1b.,  on  the  Portgle- 
none  stretch;  Mr.  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland  five,  llib., 
largest  31b.  lOoz.  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Corry  two,  5Jlb. ; 
Tom  Graham  twelve,  141b.,  on  the  Kilrea  section ; 
Lord  Shaftesbury  two  salmon,  13Jlb.  and  161b. ; 
Mr.  G.  Andrews  two,  111b.  and  121b.;  Dr.  Smith 
ono,  1 1  |lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Riggs  two,  121b.  and  131b.,  on 
the  Caronrof)  reach. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  Diatriot. — The  local  stream?  were 
very  low  in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  and  nothing 
was  done  till  .June  1,  when  some  heavy  showers 
fell  and  put  them  in  better  order.  The  dams  are 
fishing  better.  On  Woodburn,  on  May  31,  Mr. 
•James  Murray  creeled  eighteen  trout ;  Mr.  A. 
Fogarty,  seven;  Mr.  B.  M.  Eldownoy,  thirteen; 
;i.rid  Mr.  P.  M.  Eldowney,  eight.  On  the  same  day 
I  r.  A.  Thronsen  and  Mr.  M.  Wright  caught  five  trout 
a  Trooper' .s  Lane  dam.  The  killing  flie.s  are  Hare's 
lOar,    Wickham,    Small    Alexandra;  Greenwell's 


Glory,  and  Cowdung.  The  Crossgar  and  .  other 
Down  rivers  are  fishing  poorly. — J.  A.  B. 

Buudrowes  (co.  Doneg'al). — The  weather  has 
been  very  bright  during  the  past  week,  and  east 
winds  prevailed.  Consequently  the  sport  was 
poor,'a3  the  river  is  now  low.  Trout  anglers  took 
some  nice  gillaroos  and  brown  trout  in  the  evenings. 
— M.  RoGAN  AND  Sons. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek). — The  bright 
weather  also  spoilt  the  chances  of  sport  on  the  Erne 
to  a  great  extent  during  the  past  week,  and  the 
river  has  run  down  low.  Mr.  C.  J.  Sitwell  landed 
one  salmon  of  lOilb.  on  May  26,  and  Mr.  W.  B. 
Jameson  landed  a  beautiful  salmon  of  201b.  on  the 
31st.  Some  splendid  trout  fishing  was  enjoyed  in 
the  late  evenings  on  the  river  during  the  past  week. 
Over  fifty  large  trout  wore  taken  by  Mr.  A.  V. 
Mason,  Mr.'H.  Wrigley,  Mr.  A.  Wrigley,  Mr.  R.  S. 
Johnston,  Mr.  G.  E.  Godwin,  Dr.  Buckley,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  Mr.  A.  Crawford,  Mr.  V. 
Gregory,  etc.  The  trout  taken  ranged  in  weight 
from  lib.  to  4}lb.,  most  of  them  21b.  and  31b.  fish. 
The  May  Fly  is  now  well  up  on  Lough  Erne ;  rain 
is  falling  at  time  of  writing,  and  some  good  sport 
will  be  had  this  week. — M.  Rogan  &  Sons. 

G'alway  River. — The  following  is  the  catch  for 
the  week : — On  May  26,  Dr.  Barrett,  four  salmon, 
51Jlb. ;  N.  P.  Cay  ley,  two,  261b.;  Capt.  Staunton, 
one,  161b.  ;  P.  Boland,  one,  ll^lb. ;  T,  Templemuir, 
one,  41b.  On  May  27,  N.  P.  Cayley,  one,  4ilb.  ;  M. 
Lydon,  one,  lOilb.  On  May  28,  T.  Templemuir, 
one,  61b.  ;  Capt.  Steward,  two,  231b. ;  J.  Lydon,  two, 
S^lb.  On  May  30,  T.  Templemuir,  one,  4ilb.  On 
May  31,  Mr.  Caler,  one,  4ilb. — W.  N.  Milne. 

Killarney. — Salmon  continue  to  give  pretty  good 
sport.  The  following  were  among  the  successful 
anglers  out  recently: — Mr.  Scofield,  Mr.  H.  T.  A. 
Hume,  Colonel  Spilling,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  Mr. 
O'Grady,  Mr.  Turnmill,  Colonel  Rogers,  Mr.  Nixon, 
Mr.  Atkinson,  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Courtney,  and  Mr. 
Egan.  Brown  trout  fishing  is  improving  as  the 
weather  gets  warmer. — T.  J.  D. 

Lougfh  Arrow  (Boyle). — The  May  Fly  on  Arrow 
was  not  general  on  the  lake  unto  May  29,  and  since 
then  the  dapping  was  verj'  good.  Anglers  at  Arrow 
Lodge  had  good  sport.  On  May  31  Mr.  G.  H. 
Lloyd  and  Mr.  J.  O.  Lloyd  had  three  fish,  largest 
51b. ;  Mr.  H.  C.  Anderson  had  three  fish,  21b.  each ; 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moorhead  had  three  fish,  largest  2^lh.  ; 
Colonel  Hewat  had  two  fish,  31b.  each  ;  Mr.  RoUe 
two  fish,  largest  41b. ;  Canon  Parker  one  fish  and 
Mr.  Dobbs  one.  Mr.  Stewart  had  five  fish,  largest 
61b.  ;  Dr.  Bradshaw  had  four  fish,  and  Messrs. 
Wright  and  Barton,  at  Rock  River,  had  seven  fish. 
Dr.  Gibbon  Fitzgibbon,  from  Arrow  Lodge,  had 
two  good  fish. — Geo.  Acheson. 

Lough.  Corrib  (Oughterard). — No  fishing  with 
the  May  Fly  as  yet,  but  it  is  expected  that  dapping 
will  be  in  full  swing  by  June  6.  The  following 
catches  have  been  recorded  from  Oughterard  for 
the  week  ending  May  28: — Colonel  Banks  caught 
twenty-four  trout  in  six  days,  weighing  24ilb. ;  Mr. 
Doig,  in  same  period  (one  blank  day),  caught  thirty- 
four  trout,  weighing  272lb.  ;  nearly  all  were  killed 
on  the  troll.  The  competition  for  the  beautiful  old 
Irish  Silver  Bowl  Challenge  Cup,  which  commenced 
on  May  25  and  lasts  up  to  the  end  of  September,  is 
expected  to  attract  numerous  anglers  during  the 
next  four  months. — S.  B.  D. 

liongh  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — 
Only  one  salmon  was  had  during  the  week  on  the 
lake,  namely,  one  of  9|-lb.  landed  by  Mr.  Cowburn. 
Brown  trout  fishing  has  afforded  fair  sport  on  a 
couple  of  days,  the  takes  ranging  from  6  to  18 
sizeable  fish  daily.  Sea  trout  are  arriving,  the  first 
of  the  season  being  had  by  Mr.  James  T.  Leary. 
On  the  mountain  lakes  brown  trout  fishing  has 
shown  further  improvement.  Sea-trout  are  running 
in  better  numbers,  and  sport  of  a  good  description 
is  expected. — T.  J.  D. 

Iionghs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Although 
the  May  Fly  appeared  on  both  above  loughs  a 
fortnight  ago,  they  have  not  hatched  out  sufficiently 
to  afford  dapping,  but  with  a  few  warm  days 
dapping  should  be  good.  Mr.  Smallwood,  fishing 
from  Clonbur  on  May  29,  caught,  on  Mask,  nine 
trout,  ranging  from  lib.  to  2:[lb.,  on  artificial  fly. 
On  May  30,  the  same  gentleman  while  trolling 
landed  a  trout  of  121b.,  which  has  been  sent  to 
Williams,  naturalist,  Dublin,  to  be  stuffed.  Mr, 
Tyrrell  landed  a  trout  of  3|lb.  on  fly,  while  other 
anglers  are  doing  equally  well.  Excellent  sport  may 
be  expected  next  week  on  the  dap. — -J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melviu. — Sport  was  not  so  good  as 
in  the  previous  week  on  the  lake,  owing  to  the 
bright  weather.  Mr.  A.  Kelly  landed  one  salmon 
of  lOlb.  on  May  26.  Mr.  Andrews  landed  a  trout 
(gillaroo)  of  221b.  and  nine  brown  trout  on  May  27. 
Mr.  C.  Mulhern  landed  one  salmon  of  81b.  on 
May  30,  and  Mr.  P.  Wren  ono  grilse  of  4lb.  on  same 
day.  Some  very  good  baskets  of  gillaroos  and 
brown  trout  wero  taken  on  tho  lake  during  the 
past  week,   and    amongst    the    most  successful 


anglers  were  Mr.  E,  Curtler,  Mr.  C.  ^Mulhem,  Mr, 
S.  P.  Sharpe,  Mr.  Wren,  iNIr.  Andrews,  Mr.  A. 
O'Kane,  Mr.  C.  Murphy,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baird,  etc. — 
M.  Rogan  and  Son.s. 

Monrue  (Newtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone). — 
The  Mourne  was  low  and  clear  for  the  past  week, 
and trouting was  at  a  low  ebb.  To-day  (Wednes- 
day) rain  fell,  and  the  prospect  of  tho  river  running 
into  flood  is  much  bett'^r.  Salmon  are  duo  any 
time  in  the  tideway  at  Derry. — .J.  A.  B. 

Moy  (Ballina,  co.  fliayo). — Fishing  on  the  lower 
reaches  last  week  was  fair,  tho  nets  and  weirs  taking 
a  good  number  of  grilse  on  the  uppor  water.  Mr. 
J.  C.  Wilson  got  a  few  very  good  spring  fish. 
Lough  Conn  fished  fairly  well,  some  grilse  beinu  got 
on  the  minnow  and  fly ;  very  few  trout.  Fish- 
ing should  improve  soon,  as  the  grilse  will  bo 
coming  thick  and  the  water  is  getting  low. — John 
Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cnllen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Fine  weather  during  the  past  week,  and 
grilse  are  showing  in  good  numbers  in  the  lower  pools 
of  the  river.  Capt.  Bioss  Lynch,  threa  salmon  (1 41b. , 
111b.,  101b.),  two  grilse  (4|lb.  3lb.);  Mr.  A.Perry 
Knox-Gore,  four  salmon  (13lb.,  13lb.,  101b.,  101b.); 
two  grilse  (4^lb.,  61b.);  Mr.  Pinson,  throe  grilse 
(61b.,  41b.,  41b.);  Mr.  Scroope,  two  salmon  {161b., 
lipb.),  two  grilse  (4Jlb.,  S^lh.) ;  Mr.  E.  Elwell,  one 
salmon  (15lb.);  Mr.  Duff,  one  salmon  (lllb.);  Mr. 
Wilson,  two  salmon  (101b.,  lllb.)  ;  one  grilse  (41b.). 
On  the  loughs  Mr.  Price,  one  grilse  (.51b.),  seven 
trout  (lllb.);  Mr.  Tracey,  one  grilse  (61b.)  and 
three  trout  (81b.) ,  Mr.  Bruce,  ten  trout  (17lb.) ;  Mr. 
Wigan,  one  grilse  (51b.)  ;  Mr.  Salmon,  one  grilse 
(71b.)  ;  Mr.  Fox,  nine  jack  (largest  171b.).  Saa  trout 
angling  opens  on  the  river  on  June  1.— Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doonass.Mr.  S. 
C.  Vansittart  killed  one  salmon,  201b.  On  New- 
garden  Mr.  A.  J.  Coppinger  skilled  one,  17ilb.  On 
the  Castle  fishery  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  one, 
32lb. ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley  one,  13ilb.,  one  peal 
2^1b.  ;  Mrs.  Ingham  two,  141b.,  171b. ;  Miss  Ida 
M.  Wheatley  one,  14^lb.  On  the  World's  End  Mr. 
J.  H.  Wheatley  i killed  four,  27ilb.,  13lb.,  151b., 
10 Jib ;  Mr.  B.  T.  Ingham  one,  20ilb.  and  one  peal 
5lb.  On  Summerhill  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  one, 
151b.  On  Prospect  Capt.  Morrison  three,  20ilb., 
12Jlb.,  13pb;  Mr.  H.  J.  Tennant,  M.P.,  ono  8'jlb. 
On  Woodlands  Mr.  G.  W.  Gresnhill  four,  7ilb., 
17pb.,  151b.,  13pb.— J.  Enright  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — 
Sport  this  week  has  been  really  good.  Lady  Chapman 
as  usual  having  done  splendidly  anjong  the  salmon. 
On  May  25  she  killed  a  fine  fish  weighing  201b.,  and 
another  of  171b. ;  on  the  26th,  one,  251b.  ;  on  the 
30th,  two,  171b.  and  141b.  On  the  25th,  Sir  Mon- 
tague Chapman,  Bart.,  ono,  201b.  ;  on  the  26th, 
three,  201b.,  201b.,  and  101b. ;  on  the  30th,  one, 
201b.  ;  on  the  31st,  one,  251b.  Lady  Chapman 
hooked  and  played  for  half  an  hour  a  monster 
salmon,  reckoned  to  be  461b.  or  471b.,  but  it  got  ofi 
just  as  the  accomplished  lady  angler  had  brought 
it  up  to  the  gaff.  What  a  pity  !  as  it  would  probably 
haye  been, the  record  fish  of  the  season.  On  the  24th, 
Mr.  -Malmsbury  Gotham  got  one  splendid  salmon 
of  381b.,  which  afforded  its  captor  grand  play.  On 
the  30th,  one  lljlb.  and  one  17lb.  Mr.  J.  T. 
Malpass  and  his  friend,  Mr.  Dutton,  have  made 
some  big  baskets  of  trout  on  Lough  Derg  this  week. 
On  May  30  they  killed  nine  beauties  (12ilb.),  largest 
31b.,  taken  by  Mr.  Dutton,  which  has  been  sent  to 
Dublin  for  preservation.  Other  rods  got  from  41b. 
to  61b.  or  7lb.  The  grilse  have  just  commenced  to 
run. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Westmeath  Lakes  and  Rivers  (MuUingar). — 
We  have  had  another  very  disappointing  week  on 
all  the  Westmeath  Lakes  as  regards  dapping  with 
the  Green  Drake.  The  weather  has  been,  although 
fine,  most  unpropitious  for  sport,  and  some  anglers 
have  not  yet  risen  a  single  fish.  I  have  repeatedly 
seen  the  trout  come  to  the  surface  and  simply  balance 
themselves  imder  the  fly  and  return.  Up  to  the 
present  I  have  only  seen  two  trout  of  olb.  each,  and 
two  of  41b.  taken.  The  rise  of  flies  does  not  .seem  to 
be  anything  like  that  of  previous  years,  and  the 
weather  being  exceptionally  fine  and  calm.  tliey]are 
enabled  to  rise  off  the  water  before  the  trout  can 
bo  accustomed  to  them  ;  while  on  the  other  hand, 
thousands  of  blackheaded  gulls  devour  them 
greedily,  a  matter  which  will  very  seriously  militate 
against  the  fishing  of  these  lakes  in  years  to  come. 
If  these  gulls  are  scheduled  under  the  Wild  Birds 
Protection  Act,  the  sooner  they  could  be  taken  off 
the  list  the  better  for  angling  in  this  country,  as 
there  are  vast  colonies  of  them  on  all  the  large  Irish 
bogs.— T.  J.  W. 

SWISS  REPORT. 
Veytauz  (May  29). — There  have  been  lately 
nearly  still  and  not  too  bright  days,  of  the  very 
kind  on  which  one  would  most  desire  to  haunt  tho 
banks  of  trout  streams,  now  often  covered  with 
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luscious  May  Flies,  Yet  fishing '  results  have 
been  sadly  poor,  if  not  entirely  blank.  Some  days 
closed  with  thunder  storms,  and  others  were  hope- 
lessly wet,  but  when  the  streams  were  visited  the 
water  was  neither  too  clear  nor  too  dirty.  The  flies 
were  there  and  in  parts  plentiful,  yet  anglers  were 
doomed  to  disappointment  for  reasons  entirely 
unfathomable.  It  seemed  as  if  the  fish  had  been 
nearly  all  poisoned  or  netted,  so  few  were  seen. 
The  Colonel  got  one  of  lOin.  (foul  hooked),  and 
another  Colonel  caught  one  of  a  pound — the  best  I 
have  heard  of  being  done. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs. — Sport  continues  very  good'with 
pollack.  On  one  day  four  anglers  caught  thirty,  on 
another  day  twenty-seven,  and  on  a  third  day 
twenty,  averaging  51b.  each.  Sport  has  also  been 
had  with  cod  and  haddock.  Rock  fishers  had  fair 
sport  with  wrasse  and  black  pollack. — T.  J.  D. 

Heme  Bay. — Bass  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing, 
the  best  sport  being  obtained  from  the  pier  in  the 
evenings,  when  the  bass  appear  to  be  attracted  by 
the  moths  falling  from  the  electric  light.  On  Friday 
(May  27),  Mr.  Edwards  secured  four,  weighing 
31b.  9oz.,  and  Major  Brine,  one,  just  under  lib.  On 
Saturday  the  latter  gentleman  missed  a  good  fish 
when  baiting  with  a  large  artificial  fly ;  and  another 
angler  secured  two  of  about  lib.  each,  when  fishing 
close  to  the  shore. — J.  E.  Grippee. 

Manx  Coast. — The  spring  pollack  gave  rare 
sport  during  the  last  two  months,  and  bait  in  the 
shape  of  the  silver  sand-eel  was  never  more  abun- 
dant. In  order  to  test  the  bottom  I  essayed  the 
paternoster  on  my  favourite  pitch,  known  locally  as 
"the  pot,"  on  one  evening  last  week,  and  in  less 
than  twenty  minutes  captured  two  dozen  fine 
whiting  and  two  red  gurnards.  A  professional 
angler  in  another  boat,  whiffing  for  pollack  on  sand- 
eel  bait,  hooked  and  secured  a  nice  sea-trout  of 
over  21b.  This  evening,  as  I  write,  the  bay  is  like  a 
sheet  of  silver,  and  myriads  of  sand-eels  are  break- 
ing the  water  as  they  try  to  escape  the  larger  fish 
taking  toll  of  them  from  below  ;  whilst  half  a  dozen 
gannets  are  diving  amongst  them  from  above, 
throwing  up  a  glimmering  pipe  of  water  as  they 
cleave  the  surface  in  their  deadly  plunge. — J.  P.  C. 

Penzance. — On  May  25,  27,  and  28  boats  trying 
ground  fishing  had  moderate  sport.  Catches,  thirty 
mixed  fish  down  of  pollack,  bream,  pouting,  etc. 
Stormy  weather  so  far  this  week  has  prevented 
boats  trying,  but  I  believe,  given  fair  weather,  good 
sport  is  to  be  had.  Whiffing  for  pollack  has  given 
fair  sport.  Rod  fishing  from  piers,  sport  light. — 
J.  H.  RowE  (B.S.A.S.) 

Plymonth. — What  with  the  state  of  siege  and 
night  attacks,  added  to  the  celestial  pyrotechnic 
display,  the  fish  have  been  rather  shy  of  feeding 
this  week.  There  is  plenty  of  bass  at  Tumchapel 
Pier,  but  they  soon  went  below  when  the  thunder 
arrived.  Some  very  nice  pollack  can  be  taken  in 
Firestone  Bay  and  also  just  off  the  Eastern  King. 
Flukes,  flatfish,  and  soles  are  now  in  their  prime, 
and  can  be  taken  on  the  muddy  flats  in  the  estuaries 
with  the  fluking  pick. — W.  Heaedeb  (B.S.A.S.). 


JlssociaUons,  etc. 


Anqlebs'  Association. 

The  general  committee  will  meet  on  Monday  next, 
June  6,  at  8.30  p.m.  The  privilege  tickets  are  to 
hand  and  secretaries  will  oblige  by  making  early 
application,  thus  saving  any  disappointment  on  the 
opening  day  of  the  coarse  fishing  season.  The  com- 
petition for  a  silver  cup  and  various  cash  prizes  will 
be  held  on  June  19  at  Amberley,  train  leaves  London 
Bridge  at  8.20  a.m.  There  is  no  entrance  fee  to 
pay,  competitors  will  only  have  to  produce  the 
Anglers'  Association  membership  ticket.  The  cup 
is  to  become  the  property  of  any  society  whose  any 
four  members'  collective  weight  is  the  greatest.  To 
compensate  individual  members  cash  prizes  are  also 
offered,  and  will  be  increased  in  number  according 
to  the  amount  received  from  donors ;  £10  has 
already  been  subscribed.  I  should  esteem  it  a 
favour  if  secretaries  would  intimate  the  number  of 
their  members  likely  to  compete  to  enable  me  to 
make  arrangements  with  the  railway  company. — 
R.  G.  W. 

AnGLEBs'  BENEVOIiENT  SOCIETY. 

'  1  beg  to  acknowledge  with  many  thanks  the  receipt 
of  £2,  Carlton  A.S.  ;  £1  Is.,  Mr.  H.  S,  Warwick 
(Enterprise);  £1  12s.,  Bermondsey  Constitutional 
P.8. ;  and  10s.  6d.,  Shepherd's  Bush  A.S.  The 
competition  prizes  are  coming  in  very  slowly.  Will 
donors  kindly  let  me  have  them  in  time  for  dis- 
tribution at  the  Spread  Eagle,  1,  Kingsland-road, 
Shoreditch,  on  Monday,  June  13,  at  8.30  p.m.  The 


general  meeting  of  the  society  will  be  held  at  the 
Bald-Faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  on  Monday, 
June  27,  at  8.30  p.m.— W.  H.  Babbeb,  9,  Hetley- 
road.  Shepherd's  Bush,  W. 

Bbitish  Sea  Anqlebs'  Society. 

The  members  reassembled  in  Fetter- lane  on 
Wednesday,  after  the  holidays,  and  found  that 
their  indefatigable  house  committee  had  been  busy, 
the  rooms  having  been  newly  arranged,  cleaned, 
and  decorated  during  the  recess.  With  Mr.  Nickels 
in  the  chair,  reports  from  agents  and  members  were 
discussed,  showing  the  spring  fishing  to  be  in  full 
swing.  Announcement  was  made  of  the  change  of 
secretary  of  the  affiliated  society  at  Folkestone.  Mr. 
Pickup  reported  receipt  o  f  a  communication  from  Mr. 
Sydney  Wood,  who  had  taken  off  the  S.W.  buoy  off 
the  Goodwins,  on  May  26,  a  fine  turbot  of  lOlb.  14oz., 
and  a  whiting  of  21b.  lOoz. ;  with  certificates  for  the 
Specimen  Competition,  1903-4.  The  Committee 
had  in  draft  the  new  insert  for  the  pocket  book, 
and  urged  members  who  had  friends  to  elect  to  bring 
them  forward  at  once  that  their  names  might  be 
inserted  in  the  printed  list.  Personal  reports  were 
made  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Hoi  brow,  who  had  some  fair 
sport  at  Deal,  and  handed  in  a  photograph  sent 
him  by  his  son,  Mr.  R.  H.  Holbrow,  a  member  now 
in  South  Africa,  of  a  very  remarkable  catch  made 
by  a  friend  at  Delagoa  Bay  upon  ordinary  tackle 
and  rod  used  at  Deal,  but  with  a  treble  gut  snood. 
The  fish — -a  rock  cod — in  the  photo  towered  high 
above  the  heads  of  the  sportsmen,  and  turned  the 
scale  at  3251b.,  and  a  very  solid  looking  beast  it 
seemed.  Mr.  Linfoot  found  the  trip  to  Ramsgate 
by  the  Koh-i-Noor  and  then  by  rail  to  Deal  a  much 
more  pleasant  journey  than  by  rail  from  London. 
Had  fair  sport  off  the  Bank  Buoy,  Walmer. 
Mr,  Howard  ("Dragnet")  reported  Mr.  Roberts' 
take  of  "dogs,"  whiting  and  weaver  off  Deal.  Mr. 
R.  J.  Gordon  had  been  at  Southend  and  found  the 
whiting  there  very  small.  Mr.  Minchin  with  Mr. 
Mallett  had  Peacock's  "bawley"  out  from  South- 
wick,  found  her  to  be  an  eight-ton  boat,  with  four 
sleeping  berths  and  comfortable,  enabling  them  to 
fish  at  night  and  early  morning,  and  have  many 
sleeps  and  breakfasts,  with  good  bream  fishing 
interposed,  running  from  lib,  to  21b.  and  fairly 
plentiful — they  are  in  early  this  year.  Too  soon  for 
conger  and  pouting,  not  many  up  to  21b.  Mr. 
Kemp,  with  Mr.  Nickels,  had  not  found  the  fishing 
to  his  taste — dabs  very  small.  Submitted  speci- 
mens— scores  of  them  were  selling  at  two  a  penny  ; 
immature,  of  course.  Mr.  Norman,  at  Newhaven, 
with  Mr.  Basten,  a  good  take  of  ten  score  dabs, 
some  good,  and  none  small.  Bass  in  harbour 
mouth  in  any  quantity  up  to  81b.  or  91b. 
M.  W.  K.  Summers,  on  the  shore  and  breakwater, 
had  a  take  of  bass.  An  interesting  discussion 
ensued,  and  two  dabs  produced,  a  right  and  a  left- 
handed  one,  showing  a  sport  very  unusual  in  the 
dab  though  more  common  in  the  flounder.  An 
enquiry  from  Hull  was  submitted,  asking  whether  a 
difference  of  sex  was  thus  indicated,  and  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minchin,  in  a  most  exhaustive  manner,  pointed  out 
the  true  cause.  The  fish,  a?  from  the  egg,  is  born 
with  an  eye  on  each  side  of  the  head,  swims  on  edge. 
Very  soon  the  eye  on  one  side  finds  its  way,  either 
through  or  round  the  bone  in  the  head,  to  ttie  other 
side,  which  then  in  swimming  becomes  the  upper- 
most and  assumes  the  colour  of  the  bottom. 
Accidentally  some  few  fish,  probably  by  action  of 
currents,  get  turned  over  the  wrong  way  and  the 
wrong  eye  becomes  uppermost — that  is  all,  they  are 
simply  sports  ;  but  a  good  deal  on  the  subject  wa.s 
said  and  to  the  purpose.  Next  Wednesday,  at 
3  p.m  and  again  at  8  p.m.,  the  rooms  will  be  open 
with  an  exhibition  of  rods  and  tackle  used  in  surface 
fishing,  and  the  nature  of  the  new  competition 
announced  for  1904.  The  committee  request  the 
pleasure  of  the  company  of  the  lady  members  and 
of  the  lady  friends  of  members  on  this  occasion, 
and  trust  that  it  will  be  well  attended. — H,  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatohial  Society. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Thompson  presided  on  Tuesday  last. 
Fishing  reports  were  made  as  follows  : — Mr.  John 
Warne  (at  Chertsey)  several  good  trout  up  to 
2Jlb.,  taking  besides  sundry  chub  and  a  pike  of 
101b.,  all,  however,  being  returned.  Mr.  Warne, 
also  at  Chertsey,  captured  a  fine  trout  of  5|lb.  Mr. 
Dryden  (from  Clacton),  a  good  catch,  but  not  of 
large  size,  consistmg  of  whiting,  dabs,  pouting,  etc., 
Mr.  Wolff,  at  St.  Leonards,  also  having  a  good  bag. 
Tlio  hon.  librarian  announced  that  &i\  e.steemed 
vice-president.  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell,  who  has 
recently  undergone  a  severe  surgical  operation,  was 
making  favourable  progress  towards  recovery.. 
Many  applications  and  nominations  for  membership 
were  received,  and  accessions  also  made  to  members 
elected.  In  the  list  of  prizes  presented  at  previous 
meeting  it  was  accidentally  omitted  to  state  that 
in  addition  to  the  society's  large  medal,  Mr.  John 
Warne  was  also  presented  with  a  special  "  roach  " 


prize — a  handsome  tackle  case  given  by  Mr.  E.  H. 
Higgs.  On  June  25  there  will  bo  an  outing  to  the 
society's  fishery  at  Wraysbury,  followed  by  a 
supper  at  the  Five  Bells,  Horton.  The  number 
that  can  be  accommodated  at  supper  will  be  strictly 
limited,  verb.  sap. — Hon.  Sec. 

Gbesham  ANQMNa  Society. 

Mr.  W,  P.  Salmond  presided  on  Tuesday  last. 
Members*  holiday  experiences  proved  a  very  attrac- 
tive feature  of  the  evening.  Mr.  Zerfass  gave  an 
interesting  account  of  a  week  spent  in  Yorkshire, 
where  he  succeeded  in  creeling  some  very  fine  trout 
besides  prospecting  amongst  such  places  as  Scar- 
borough, Bridlington,  and  Flamborough  with  a 
view  to  sea  fishing  later  on.  Mr.  H.  M.  Baker  had 
capital  sport  with  trout  in  Wales,  though  he  had 
not  ideal  weather  by  any  means.  Mr.  Emery,  on 
private  water  in  Bedfordshire,  took  some  good 
trout,- and  marked  down  several  for  capture  at  an 
early  date.  Mr.  Cheeld  forwarded  a  long  report  of 
the  Theale  fishery,  and  mentioned  that  the  May 
Fly  was  "  up,"  though  the  water  was  very  thick. 
The. Chess  has  yielded  good  sport,  capital  rises  both 
of  fish  and  fly  being  the  order  of  the  day.  Mr.  H. 
S.  Saunders  took  a  brace  of  capital  fish  on  Saturday, 
and  returned  a  large  number  of  undersized  ones. 
Mr.  Cheeld  took  one  of  14|in.,  and  Mr.  A.  Saunders 
one  the  same  length.  Mr.  Bowman  had  fine  sport 
on  some  private  water  in  Hants,  his  largest  fish 
scaling  2 Jib,  Several  members  have  not  yet 
applied  for  privilege  tickets.  Please  do  so  at  once. 
The  hon.  sec,  will  be  at  Chesham  on  Saturday, 
June  11,  to  assist  those  requiring  help  in  fly 
castirig. — F.  E,  Eldbed. 

Piscatobial  Society. 

Mr.  George  Smith  presided  over  Monday's  meet- 
ing. After  several  new  members  had  been  elected 
by  ballot,  angling  experiences  were  given.  A  party 
had  fished  the  Itchen  and  had  had  fair  sport.  The 
president  came  in  for  the  largest  share,  taking  some 
beautiful  trout  on  the  May  Fly  up  to  31b.  in  weight. 
The  fly  was  nicely  up  at  the  end  of  last  week  on 
the  Brambridge  water,  and  trout  were  taking  them 
greedily.  The  fly  had  also  been  seen  on  the  Lam- 
bourn,  and  by  the  time  these  lines  are  printed  it 
should  be  out  in  numbers.  The  chairman  landed 
several  brace  of  trout  from  this  stream  in  the  Whit- 
suntide holidays,  but  retained  only  one  fish.  Mr. 
C.  H,  Bywaters  had  a  good  fish  of  lib.  8oz.,  and 
other  members  had  had  sport.  The  Uxbridge 
water  had  been  thick  owing  to  the  heavy  rains. 
Mr.  Monk  Gould,  one  of  the  society's  members,  had 
a.aked  permission  to  dedicate  a  song,  entitled,  "  Rod 
and  Reel,"  which  he  had  set  to  music,  to  the 
president  and  members  of  the  society,  and  the 
compliment  was  accepted  with  acclamation. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Tbite  Caledonian  Angling  Society. 
The  annual  meeting  and  distribution  of  prizes  of 
the  above  club  took  place  on  May  19.  vVe  have 
had  a  most  successful  season  as  far  as  specimen^re 
concerned,  118  having  been  weighed  in  by  about 
twelve  members,  our  president,  Mr.  Maish,  heading 
the  list  with  thirty-eight  (o\ir  standard  for  roach  is 
lib.  4oz,  and  dace  8oz,).  The  following  were  prize- 
winners : — Messrs.  Maish,  .lavens,  G.  S.  Stainton, 
George,  Mason,  Martin,  A.  Silverlock,  G.  Silverlock, 
C.  Gooch,  sen..  Box,  Lawrence,  Wilson,  and 
Beazley. 

Weymouth  and  Doeset  Sea  Angling  Society. 

A  smoking  concert  took  place  on  May  25,  at  the 
Weymouth  Restaurant,  Mr.  S.  Milledge  in  the  chair. 
The  chairman  said  he  was  pleased  to  preside  over 
that  gathering,  although  he  was  not  an  expert 
angler,  and  to  give  support  to  the  association 
because  he  thought  it  was  one  moving  in  the  right 
direction.  There  was  no  doubt  that  the  greater 
number  of  societies  they  had  in  the  town  the  more 
good  they  would  do  to  the  place  and  the  members 
themselves.  Some  of  the  members  of  this  associa- 
tion had  been  fishermen  for  many  years,  and  the 
idea  occurred  to  them  that  they  may  band  them- 
selves together  and  endeavour  to  become  a  power 
in  the  community  in  which  they  lived.  The  sub- 
scription was  a  very  moderate  one.  The  society, 
which  had  only  been  in  existence  some  two  months, 
had  a  large  membership  (176).  He  believed  their 
hon.  secrstary  wished  to  present  them  with  some 
kind  of  a  trophy  to  be  placed  somewhere  in  a 
prominent  position.  Mr.  Rowell  was  not  only  an 
expert  angler,  but  had  made  a  shield  with  the  title 
of  the  society  on  it  in  half-inch  letters  and  fretwork 
centre-piece,  the  ground  being  of  vermilion  and  the 
letters  in  gilt.  .  Mr.  Rowell  then  presented  the 
shield  to  the  society,  and  hoped  it  would  be  the 
means  of  benefiting  it  and  inducing  visitors  to 
make  inquiries  respecting  the  angling  in  Weymouth. 
The  competition  prizes  were  presented  by  the 
chairman,  and  an  excellent  musical  programme 
brought  a  very  pleasant  evening  to  a  close.— Hon, 
Sec. 
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THE    RElCGTlJy    KENNET   TROUT  last  Season  weighed  S}  lbs.,  and  was 
caught  with  one  of  Messrs.  OGDEN  SMITHS  MAY  FLIES  and  CASTS. 

FLOATING  MAY  FLIES 

54  DIFFERENT  SHADES  AND  PATTERNS. 

TKe     i:^£i.K>^est     Stock     in  I^ondon. 
4s.  PER  DOZEN. 


OGDEN  SMITHS, 

24,  Knightsbridge,  HYDE  PARK  CORNER. 


Works:— CLAPHAM  JUNCTION. 


Telephone  :  4849  Garrard. 


HENRY  MILWARD  &  SONS, 

Fish  in  ff  Tacifie  iVIanufacturers, 


TRADE 


MARK 


THE  IRON  ARM. 


ASK  YOUR  DEALER  FOR 

"inimitable"  Devons. 

"Excelsior"  Phantoms, 

"Iron  Arm"  Braided  Waterproof 
Lines, 

Milwards'  "2063"  own  make  Split 
Cane  Rods, 

"Durbar"     featherweight  Split 
Cane  Rods. 

MILWARDS'  WHOLE  CANE  PUNT  RODS. 

"Iron  Arm"  Hooks  to  Gut, 
each  in  a  separate  envelope. 
"Anglers"  Spinner— The  King  of  Spinners. 

ElstEtblisliedL  1730. 


Season : 
Hay  to  November. 
1,600  ft.  Altitude. 
14,000  Population. 


AN NEC Y 

(HAUTE-SAVOIE,  FRANCE). 

TIIIIOI'GII  CARRIAGES  PARIS  TO  Ay  NEC  Y. 


1  hr.  from  Aix-les- 
Baing, 

17  hrs.  from  London. 

10  hrs.  from  Paris. 


Annecy  18  becoming  much  frequented  as  a  Summer  Home,  for  the  beauty  of 
its  burroundings,  the  purity  of  its  air,  and  the  agreeable  freshness  of  its 
atmosphere.  It  is  situated  on  the  most  lovely  of  Alpine  Lakes,  on  the  direct 
ROUTE  from  Paris  to  Chamonix  (via  Aix-les-Bains).  Life  is  hon  marchi  at  Annecy 
and  in  the  City  and  around  the  Lake  are  good  hotels,  pensions,  apartments  and 
cottage  accommodation.  Excellent  Steamers  (with  Eestaurants  on  board ) 
Sloops,  Fishing-boats,  &c.  ' 

ANGLING  IS  GOOD. 

In  Lake  Annecy— Trout,  Ferox,  Pike,  Perch,  Chub,  Char,  Carp  In  the 
celebrated  Gorges  do  Fier— Pine  Salmon-Trout,  Eels,  &c.  In  the  Rivers  of  the 
very  picturesque  Valley  de  Thones,  la  petite  Suisse- Savoie  (good  tramway  service 
from  Annecy) — abundant  Silver-Trout. 

Full  information,  and  Illustrated  Pamphlet-Guides,  can  be  obtained  promptly 
by  writing  to  the  Syndicai  p'Initiative,  Annecy, 


isJNGi-lSH   TACKLfc  MAKbKi 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertising  is 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon, 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing; 
and  accounts  of  angling  waters.  The  othe.' 
departments  are :  Shooting,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED. 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR. 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO., 
23,  Finch   La»»«  nomhiii,  Londois 

FORBST  AND  STKEAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 

N«w  Vn»».  Tr..<5.A. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES 

Honses,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE. 

see  the 

ESTATES  CAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Results  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158, 

Chikf  Office  : 
6,  ST.  BRIDE  STREET.  LONDON,  E.G. 


Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle 
Manufacturers, 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

137,  St.  John  Street  Road,  &  1,  2,  &  3,  Rosebery  Avenue, 

Telegraphic  Address:  "FiSHGiG,  London."     LONDON,  E.C.  Telephone :  1129  Central. 

THE  GREATEST 
IMPROVEMENT  IN  FLIES 
OF  THE  CENTURY. 

The  most  natural  Flies  tied.  The  natural 
appearance  of  Flies  with  Celluloid  bodies 
has  never  been  equalled. 

elluloid  Bodied  Flies 

PATENT. 


The  best  results  in  1903  were  obtained  on  the 
R.  B.  M.  Patent.  Fly  Fishers  should  have  their 
favourite  patterns  copied  with  a  Celluloid  body. 


Wet  Flies  . . 
Floating  Flies 
Loch  and  Sea  Trout  Flies 


per  doz. 

21- 
2/6 
3/- 


These  Flies  are  tied  by  experienced  fly-tyers,  and  the  highest  class  materials  only  nsed  with 
Hutchinson's  hooks. 


Tite  Killers  for  1904. 


A  Sample  Dozen  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  4/6. 

ILLUSTRATED   CATALOGUE   I'OST  FREE. 
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^offings       i^c  iJJag. 

"  2'he  instinct  of  ivomen  is  to  console  :  fjrief  attracts 
them  us  a  mirror  attracts  larks.''' — T.  Gautier. 


The  fourth  cinniial  dinner  of  the  London 
Anglers'  Association  was  held  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  on  Mondny  evening.  May 
30.  The  President,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  was  in  the 
ch  ir,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  in  the  vice-chair. 
The  dinner  was  admirably  served  by  Host  Hans- 
combe,  and  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  the  140 
guests  assembled.  The  toast  of  "The  King,  Queen, 
and  Royal  Family,"  was  proposed  by  the  chairman, 
who  quoted  a  meeting  he  had  with  the  King  when 

he  was  Prince  of  Wales.    Then  came  a  song  

and  another.  The  artists  were  all  in  good  voice 
and  "  form,"  and  included  Messrs.  Merlins,  Moran, 
Cook,  Biggs,  Batten,  Musgrave,  Smith,  etc.  Mr.  J. 
Batten  was  at  the  piano.  The  stewards  were 
Messrs.  Lamb,  Abrahams,  and  Batten,  and  right 
well  did  they  work  for  the  comfort  of  all  present. 

*  *  *  *  ♦ 

The  toast  of  the  evening,  as  the  genial  and  witty 
chairman  termed  it,  was  "The  Angltrs'  Associntion." 
Mr.  Geen  related  his  long  connection  with  the 
association,  and  told  how  the  society  had  consider- 
ably helped  in  obtaining  the  railway  privileges  now 
granted  to  anglers.  There  were  4500  members 
who,  for  the  sum  of  2s.  per  year,  had  the  privilege 
of  fishing  certain  waters  rented  and  protected  by 
the  society's  bailiffs.  There  were  also  preservation 
and  restocking  and  netting  funds — all  to  come  out 
of  the  23.  subscription.  With  more  funds  at  its 
disposal,  it  goes  without  saying  that  more  good 
work  could  be  done.  The  toast  was  drunk  with 
great  enthusiasm  and  with  musical  honours. 

*  ♦  »  *  * 

The  presentation  of  the  handsome  challenge 
shield  was  then  made  by  the  president  to  the 
winning  team — the  Ealing  A. S.  Ihe  names  of  the 
winning  team,  who  also  received  gold  medals,  were 
Messrs.  A.  Durrant,  R.  Durrant,  A.  Woodward,  G. 
Baker,  W.  Humphrie?,  and  W.  Williams.  The 
runners'  up — the  Eagle  A.S. — were  Messrs.  J.  Dyer, 
G.  Langton,  T.  Collier,  H.  Tuck,  H.  Day,  and 
P.  T.  Moss,  who  received  silver  medals. 

***** 

Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  in  an  earnest  and  impassioned 
speech,  proposed  the  "Anglers'  Benevolent  Society," 
dwelling  upon  the  amount  of  good  it  had  done  and 
was  still  doing.  Mr.  Barber,  the  hon.  secretary,  ably 
responded,  and  wished  that  every  angler  in  the 
Metropolis  would  become  a  member.  The  cost  was 
only  Is.  Id.  per  year.  The  "Press"  was  proposed 
by  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  in  a  very  flattering  speech,  and 
responded  to  by  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  Morning 
Leader.  The  toast  of  "  The  Chairman  "  and  "  God 
Save  the  King"  brought  an  extremely  pleasant 
evening  to  a  close. 


Place  aux  dames !  As  will  be  seen  from  the 
report  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  nest 
Wednesday,  at  3  p.m.,  and  again  at  8  p.m.,  the  rooms 
(4,  Fetter-lane,  E.C.)  will  be  open  with  an  exhibi- 
tion of  rods  and  tackle  used  in  surface  fishing,  and  the 
nature  of  the  new  competition  announced  for  1904. 
The  committee  request  the  pleasure  of  the  com- 
pany of  the  lady  members  [and  of  the  lady  friends 
of  members  on  this  occasion.  I  feel  sure  that  many 
ladies  will  accept  this  invitation,  if  only  to  inspect 
the  museum,  and  to  see  the  cosy  rooms  where  the 
business  is  transacted  and  the  Wednesday  evenings 
spent. 


Just  a  last  reminder  that  the  second  annual  com- 
petition of  the  Briny  Anglers'  Association  will  take 
place  on  .June  5  at  Littlehampton.  This  match  is 
what  is  known  as  a  "roving"  match — about  four 
miles,  from  Littlehampton  to  Ford  Bridge,  the  pier 
and  jetty  included.  Some  valuable  prizes  have 
been  offered,  and  the  entrance  fee  is  Is.  I  under- 
Btand  that  contingents  from  Southend,  Hastings, 
and  Brighton  have  signified  their  intention  of  par- 
ticipating in  this  novel  event.  I  wish  the  promoters 
every  success.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  accept  an 
invitation  to  be  with  them,  as  I  hope  to  go  down  to 
the  sea  in  a  boat — at  least  five  miles  of?  shore — 
somewhere  between  Dover  and  Ramsgate  on  that 
date.  Mr.  G.  Ford,  the  Lord  Nelson,  Nelson-square, 
Blackfriars-road,  S.E.,  will  give  further  particulars 
to  those  wishing  to  compete.  Trains  from  London 
Bridge  and  Victoria  at  8. .5  a.m. 


As  will  be  seen  on  page  viii  of  our  advertisement 
columns,  the  Borough  of  Southend  are  arranging 
for  a  grand  Sea  Angling  Festival  (open  to  All 
England),  to  take  place  on  Sept.  24,  25,  and  26,  1904. 
There  will  be  boat  and  pier  competitions,  and  a 
challenge  cup  and  many  valuable  prizes  will  be 


awarded.  It  sometimes  happens  that  two,  or 
sometimes  three,  important  angling  fixtures  clash. 
If  other  sea  angling  societies  or  associations  will 
note  the  date  it  will  avoid  clashing.  The  hon. 
secretaries  are  well-known  and  well-tried  men 
(Messrs.  O.  M.  Howard  and  F.  C.  Summers).  Any 
further  information  respecting  this  festival  may  be 
obtrtined  on  application  to  the  Middleton  Hotel, 
High-street,  Southend. 


Since  the  Southend  "  caution  "  was  in  type,  a 
message  comes  from  Hastings  with  another  "cau- 
tion." Mr.  Harry  Dowsett,  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Hastings  Sea  Angling  Society,  say.s  : — "  Dear  Drag., 
— Sport  here  just  now  good  for  the  time  of  year; 
but  the  time  of  year  is  not  good.  The  'Festival' 
has  been  fixed  for  Nov.  12,  13,  and  14.  Kindly 
note  that  others  may  steer  clear."  I  have  such 
pleasant  recollections  of  one  festival  visit  that  I 
should  like  to  see  the  "boys"  at  the  Castle,  with 
Host  Boyce  to  watch  over  us  in  November.  I  am 
not  quite  sure,  but  the  dates  seem  to  be  very  close 
on  the  usual  B.S.A.S.  and  Gresham  festivals.  Nous 
verrons  ! 


A  FULL  muster  of  members  and  friends  assembled 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  on  Monday  evening  when  Mr.  Robert  Stanley 
read  his  humorous  paper  in  his  own  inimitable 
style,  entitled,  "  Ttiings  that  happen  when  we  go 
fishing,"  and  in  conclusion  received  a  hearty 
vote  of  thanks,  with  a  lively  sense  of  favours  to 
come,  hoping  that  he  would  soon  delight  the  K.P.S. 
with  another  contribution.  The  author  of  "Angling 
Anecdotes "  received  quite  an  ovation  when  he 
gave  the  same  paper  to  the  Greshamites.  , 


June. 

June  comes  in  all  the  pride  of  womanhood, 

Dresped  in  a  glorious  garb  of  leaves  and  flowers  ; 
And  in  a  myiiad  meads,  and  glens,  and  bowers. 

She  graceful  reigns — -the  Empress  of  each  wood. 

And  ah  !  her  rule  is  beautiful  and  good : 

She  fills  the  rills  with  soft,  refreshing  showers. 
And  gives  to  us  those  perfume-laden  hours 

Which  fly  too  soon  from  her  fair  habitude. 

Sweet  is  her  breath,  melodious  her  voice. 
Stately  har  form,  yet  gentle  as  the  breeze 
That  softly  sighs  through  all  her  well-clad  trees. 

Making  her  children,  bird,  bud,  bee,  rejoice. 
But,  radiant,  rapturous  June  will  quickly  fly. 
Leaving  her  offspring,  all  forlorn,  to  die ! 

— Chas.  F.  Forshaw. 


Undeb  the  auspices  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  a  concert  and  lantern  lecture, 
entitled,  "Holiday  Rambles  in  Kent,"  by  Mr.  W.  J. 
Wade,  Central  Association,  will  take  place  at  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street,  S.E.,  on  Tuesday,  June  7,  at 
9  p.m. 


Lad  wanted.  To  deliver  eggs  fifteen  years  of 
age.  References. 


"Oh,  'tis  a  famous  story!"  "Bill"  Story,  ths 
most  noted  angler  in  the  Border  Esk,  has  just 
celebrated  his  golden  wedding.  He  has  fished  the 
same  stream  for  seventy  years,  his  record  being  a 
catch  of  309  trout  in  one  day. 


Reviewing  Vol.  III.  of  the  Fourth  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  on  Sewage  Disposal,  containing 
reports  by  Dr.  Houston  on  Bacteiiological  Investi- 
gations, the  Lancet  remarks  that  "  this  report,  if 
we  mistake  not,  is  destined  to  become  a  classic  in 
bacteriological  literature,  inasmuch  as  it  approaches 
the  subject  from  a  thoroughly  unbiased  and  scien- 
tific standpoint,  and  in  this  sense  it  will  serve  to 
rescue  the  bacteriology  of  estuarial  waters  and  of 
shellfish  from  the  somewhat  unsatisfactory  state 
into  which  it  has  recently  fallen  by  the  anxiety  of 
certain  bacteriologists  to  generalise  rather  too  widely 
from  the  very  limited  facts  at  their  disposal." 


"I  can't  find  words  sufficient  to  express  my 
gratitude  for  the  honour  thus  conveyed,"  began 
the  politician.  "  Now  is  the  time  to  subscribe  for 
one  of  my  Universal  Dictionaries,"  shouted  a  book 
agent  in  the  crowd. 


The  Gresham  Anglers  have  issued  their  pro 
gramme  for  June.    There  will  be,  on  June  11  and 
25,  "Instruction  in  Fly  Casting  at  Chesham,"  and 
on  the  28th  a  paper  by  Mr.  W.  CoUes,  "The  Cult  of 
the  Dry  Fly."^ 


Pdblisheb:  "This  work  of  yours  isn't  so  good 
as  it  used  to  be."  Author  :  "  It  doesn't  need  to  be. 
I've  got  a  reputation  now." 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Blenheim  Angling 
Society  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  June  9,  at  7.30 
for  8  o'clock,  at  the  Pelican  Hotel,  All  Saints'  road, 
Westbourne  Park,  W.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by 
Mr.  Ernest  Roberts,  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  G. 
Thomas. 


Mb.  M.  J.  DE  Bathe  writes  to  the  editor  of  the 
Expresi  as  follows  ; — "Sir, — As  an  instance  of  the 
splendid  sport  that  may  be  had  in  New  Zealand, 
Mr.  H.  G.  de  Bathe  and  myself  have  just  caught 
fifteen  trout  in  two  and  three-quarter  hours.  The 
whole  catch  weighed  85lb.  This  was  in  the  Rotorua 
district.  In  the  Wairarapa  district,  near  Welling- 
ton, I  brought  down  eight  fine  stags  in  four  days — 
one  the  finest  royal  I  have  ever  seen." 


"  Usually  fishermen  are  anxious  to  get  a  bite, 
but  no  Nova  Scotia  fisherman  is  anxious  to  get  a 
bite  from  a  dogfish,"  says  the  Ottawa  Star.  "In 
August  their  bite  is  particularly  virulent.  Many 
dogfish  go  mad  in  August  and  bite  each  other.  The 
thought  of  a  mad  dogfish  attacked  wjth  hydrophobia 
and  encompassed  by  the  dreaded  element  from 
which  there  is  no  escape,  is  one  to  draw  tears  from 
the  hardest  eyes.  Clarence  drowned  in  his  favourite 
Malmsey  is  not  a  circumstance  to  it.  Fishermen 
who  have  been  bitten  by  mad  dogfish  in  August 
have  been  known  to  shun  water  as  a  beverage  ever 
afterwards." 


City  cats,  s&ys  the  Shooting  Tirries,  as  a  general 
rule,  dissipate  their  energies  in  nocturnal  concerts 
and  similar  frivolities  ;  but  away  in  rural  districts, 
where  warm  milk,  pure  and  undiluted,  rewards 
their  toil,  they  take  a  much  more  serious  view  of 
life  and  its  responsibiUties.  Worthy  of  his  hire  in  a 
special  degree  is  a  tom-cat,  the  owner  of  which  is  a 
gamekeeper  dwelling  on  the  breezy  uplands  of  York- 
shire. Pussy  was  reared  in  the  house  of  a  neigh- 
bouring keeper,  and,  far  from  forgetting  his  early 
home — which  is  about  a  mile  away — he  pays  it  a 
visit  every  evening.  With  this  amiable  arrangement 
nothing  is  allowed  to  interfere.  The  sagacious 
animal  is  now  constantly  employed  for  the  convey- 
ance of  messages  between  the  two  houses,  the  billets 
being  tied  to  his  neck  by  means  of  a  cord.  On 
arriving  with  a  message,  he  mews  loudly  and  per- 
sistently until  his  tiny  letter-bag  receives  due  and 
proper  attention.  He  then  takes  a  few  rounds  about 
the  house,  discusses  the  milk  and  bit  of  cheese  placed 
before  him,  and,  the  moment  the  reply  note  is 
attached  to  him,  sets  out  promptly  and  briskly  on 
his  return  journey.  "Until  his  destination  is 
reached,"  adds  our  enthusiastic  correspondent,  "  he 
swerves  neither  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left;  and 
even  the  bewitching  sight  of  a  frisky,  canty  mouse 
will  not  induce  him  to  depart  from  the  path  of  strict 
duty." 


The  preliminary  programme  of  the  Tenth  Inter- 
national Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament,  to  be 
held  in  the  grounds  of  the  Crystal  Palace  on  J uly  22 
and  23,  will  be  found  on  page  368. 


A  TELEGBAM  was  received  at  Yarmouth  on 
Monday  announcing  the  safe  arrival  at  Canso,  on 
the  Nova  Scotian  coast,  of  the  herring  steamer 
"33,"  which  has  gone  out  under  charter  by  the 
Canadian  Government  in  order  to  assist  in  the 
development  of  the  Canadian  herring  industry. 
The  steamer,  which  is  a  small  vessel  80ft.  long,  and 
of  only  33  tons  register,  has  taken  a  little  over 
three  weeks  to  cross  the  Atlantic.  She  haj  on 
board  a  specially-selected  crew  of  expert  fishermen 
and  curers,  who  will  introduce  English  msthods 
into  the  Canadian  herring  industry. 


"  Who  said  '  Rats  '  ? "  At  the  Wirksworth  Petty 
Sessions,  John  Koiveton  and  Anthony  Prince, 
labourers,  of  Bonsall,  were  summoned  for  groping 
for  trout  in  the  Via  Gellia  brook  on  May  14.  The 
defendants  said  they  were  ratting,  but  a  live  trout 
was  found  in  Prince's  pocket.  They  were  each 
fined  5s.  and  6s.  costs. 


On  May  31  the  first  herrings  of  the  season  were 
landed  at  Berwick,  having  been  caught  ten  miles 
off.  They  were  of  fair  quality,  catches  being  from 
four  to  fourteen  crans ;  and  they  sold  at  14s.  to 
23s,  per  cran. 


Inventor:  "I've  hit  upon  a  money-making 
thing  at  last.  The  parsons  will  go  crazy  over  it, 
and  it  will  sell  like  hot  cakes.  It's  a  church  con- 
tribution box."  Friend:  "  What  good  is  that?" 
Inventor:  " It's  a  triumph.  The  coins  fall  through 
slots  of  different  sizes.  The  half-crowns  and  florins 
land  on  velvet ;  but  the  threepenny  bits  and  pennies 
drop  on  to  a  Chinese  gong." 

Dbaonet. 


June  4,  1904 


THE  nSHmO-  GAZETTE 


Provifieial  flfigling  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  'post  on  Thursday  morning; 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  very  changeable  and  unaett'ed 
■weather  duiing  the  past  week;  it  has  been  dull  and 
gloomy  with  a  little  bright  sunshine  now  and  again, 
but  still  the  country  begins  to  look  well  with  the 
trees  and  hedgerows  in  full  bloom.  All  our  trout 
streams  are  in  the  best  of  condition,  but  what  is 
wanted  from  the  fisherman's  point  of  view  is  a 
little  more  bright  sunshine.  Under  these  circum- 
stances sport  would  bs  good,  but  so  far  very 
little  has  been  done  worth  recording  in  the 
trout  fishing  line.  Several  of  my  friends  have 
permit?  to  visit  some  good  waters,  but  they 
have  been  deterred  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of 
the  weather.  The  Bourne,  at  Shustoke,  and  also 
the  whole  length  of  the  Blythe  have  yielded  but 
poor  sport.  The  Whitacre  reservoir  has  been  fished 
by  a  number  of  the  subscribers.  The  largest  fish 
taken  was  a  little  over  21b.  It  is  reported  that  a 
large  number  of  small  trout  have  begn  seen 
on  the  fords  of  the  Severn,  but  now  that  we 
have  had  some  heavy  rains  they  will  no  doubt 
be  found  in  deeper  waters.  Some  of  our  mem- 
bers have  done  fairly  well  in  private  waters,  but 
they  are  very  conservative  as  to  where  they 
have  been  fi8h'ng.  The  May  Fly  was  seen  on 
May  25  on  the  Teme  at  Tenbury.  I  beg  to  inform 
my  readers  that  the  river  is  now  in  splendid  condi- 
tion, and  well  worth  a  visit.  I  am  sorry  to  hear 
that  the  river  Derwent  has  been  poisoned,  and  that 
the  fish  have  been  turned  up  for  over  ten  mi  es ; 
and  that  trout  and  grayling  have  been  dying  by 
hundreds  in  the  Duke  of  Rutland's  water.  In  the 
river  Lathkill  fish  are  dying  by  hundreds, 
and  as  the  police  authorities  have  the  mitter 
in  hand  we  shall  perhaps  hear  more  of 
it  in  the  future.  The  fly  seems  very  much  off  at 
present  for  trout,  and  the  min-iow  and  worm  seem 
to  be  the  best  baits,  and  will  now,  owing  to  the 
clouded  state  of  the  river,  be  more  successt'ul  than 
any  other  biit  tbat  can  be  put  before  them.  Next 
week  I  shall  be  able  to  give  a  much  better  report 
and  give  you  a  few  hints  as  to  a  few  places  near  to 
our  city  where  fishing  may  be  obtained  with  very 
little  outlay. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Our  local  waters  are  in  very  good  trim  for  either 
fly  or  bait  fishing,  and  during  the  past  week  some 
very  nice  trout  have  been  secured,  especially  in  the 
top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull  and  Driffield  Navi- 
gation. The  tidal  waters  of  the  river  are  also  in 
good  condition,  and  several  of  our  local  societies 
have  decided  on  matches  at  Hull  Bridge,  Grovehill, 
and  Weelferry,  the  latt'ir  place  beint;  selected  by  the 
Waltonian  Angling  Society,  who  ha  l  very  fair  sport 
amongst  floundeis  and  eek,;  Mr.  .J.  Coatrs  securing 
the  fir=t  prize  with  2\tj.  1  o^oz.  Some  very  good  eels 
have  also  been  secured  in  various  patts.  Mr.  J 
Meams,  fishing  above  Brigham  in  the  Driffield 
Canal,  secured  one,  scaling  lib.  Ivz.    One  of  the 

■  drains  running  parnllel  with  the  river — namely,  the 
Barmston — is  now  being  cleared  out,  and  a  quantity 
of  fine  roach,  perch,  and  other  fish  are  being 
transferred  to  the  river.    The  Universal  Angling 

'  Association  of  Hu  1  will  open  their  seas  m  on  the 
River  Ancholma  at  Brigg  on  June  22,  and  will  hold 
a  meeting  at  headquaiters  on  June  7  to  arrange 
preliminaries. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Although  Windermere  has  not  been  very  pro 
ductive  of  sport  recently,  it  is  well  worth  the 
angler's  attention.  There  is  always  a  chance  of 
capturing  a  big  fish,  although  it  is  a  very  provoking 
place  to  fish.  Trolling  is  best  just  now,  and  several 
trout  up  to  3^lb.  have  been  tatien  during  the  week. 
Whipping  is  very  uncertain  ;  but  the  (ji  een  Drake 
will  be  on  shortly,  and  if  Win'lerrnere  trout  are  to 
be  transferred  from  water  to  creel  then  is  the  time, 
Char  fishing  is  most  erratic,  but  oda  boats  have 
returned  with  catches  running  up  to  a  couple  ot 
dozen.  Day  fishing  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Btrearris  is  not  half  bad  at  present,  and,  f^hould  tne 
night  be  favouratjo,  nice  little  lot.s  can  ije  creeled 
on  the  lower  reaches  and  dams. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  weekly  report  from  the  Bol'in  is  again  cheer 
jng.  "Again  tished  well  last  weekend,  Mesais. 
'i'ravis,  Wright,  and  Hart  doina:  the  best.  Best 
catch,  4i  braf« ;  best  fish,  l^lb."  It  is  very  gratifying 
to  our  rods,  who  are  so  iond  of  the  Uerwent,  to  hear 
that  the  late  poisoning  of  thi4  river  i.s  not  such  a 
serious  aflair  as  was  at  first  stated.  'J  here  are 
plenty  of  loarae  fish  that  do  not  take  a  fly,  and  an 
attempt  is  being  rnadu  to  limit  Gshing  to  the  fly. 


Another  source  of  satisfaction  is  the  report  of  the 
analysts  as  to  the  pollution  of  the  Lune,  for  they 
say  it  is  not  of  a  character  to  injure  the  fish.  The 
Oaken  Clouah  Fishery,  at  Garstang,  are  striking  out 
on  original  lines  in  the  matter  of  feeding  their 
young  rish  ;  discarding  horse-flesh,  they  intend  the 
youngsters  to  be  fed  on  food  as  near  to  natural 
food  as  possible,  and  dried  flies. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

With  but  few  exceptions  there  is  vary  little 
sport  to  relate.  Sonierman,  of  Ardwick,  has 
been  to  Scotland,  and  returned  with  glowing 
accounts.  The  sport  obtained  by  the  members  of 
the  ivlanchester  Association  in  their  length  of  the 
Ribble  is  in  every  way  satisfactory.  i'he  North 
Manchester  Association  had  a  social  on  May  30, 
when  the  secretary,  Mr.  Fope,  received  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  past  services.  They  open  the 
season  at  Middlewood  on  July  24,  and  have  fixed 
for  another  match,  at  Llanymynech,  on  Sept.  11. 
On  June  6,  the  Bradford  Total  Abstinence  Society 
will  meet  at  their  new  headquarters  to  arrange 
their  season's  matches.  Messrs.  Malpass  and  Dutton 
are  enjoying  good  sport  at  Killaloe,  where  the  May 
Fly  is  now  up,  and  with  good  weather  sport  is 
assured,  as  already  they  have  had  six  fish,  121b., 
six  fish,  lOJIb.,  and  nine  fish,  131b.,  although  the 
fish  are  still  shy.  The  Bradford  A.S.  open  the 
season  at  Althorpa  on  June  19,  and  hold  a  second 
contest  on  Aug.  28.  This  society  is  in  a  very  strong 
position. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

At  the  period  of  writing  the  Trent  was  rising 
rapidly,  aud  little  wonder,  for  since  Thursday 
(May  2C)  we  have  experienced  an  exceptionally 
heavv  fad  of  rain.  The  tributaries  have  also 
undergone  a  "flush."  and  this  should  im- 
prove trouting  so  far  as  the  various  kinds 
ot  bottom  bait  are  concerned.  On  the  Greet, 
on  his  own  waters,  Mr.  H.  Benson,  of  the  City 
Piscatorials,  has  creeled,  amongst  other  trout,  a 
remarkably  fine  specimen  of  3ilb.  It  showed  great 
fight,  and  was  in  the  pink  of  condition.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  season  the  successful  angler  caught 
a  similar  fish.  Sport  has  been  enjoyed  lower  down 
the  same  stream,  whilst  odd  fish  are  reported  to 
have  been  taken  at  the  junction  of  the  river  with 
the  Trent.  On  private  waters,  nearer  the  city.  Mr. 
H.  Wharton  has  excelled  with  a  splendid  basket; 
and  on  Friday,  May  27,  Mr.  W.  Lee,  J. P.,  secured 
a  two-pounder  frorn  Nanpantan  reservoir,  on  the 
outskirts  of  Loughborough.  Several  choice  lots 
have  again  come  from  the  Dover  Beck,  in  the 
Lowdham  district,  and  the  temporary  rise  in 
evidence  on  Wednesday  was  attracting  additional 
votaries.  The  waters  on  the  Trent  immediately 
above  Nottingham  have  of  late  been  subjected  to  a 
good  deal  of  eel-fishing,  which,  however,  is  regarded 
as  illegal  during  the  close  season,  even  though 
fishers  are  in  po:5sesfion  of  a  trout  licence.  At  all 
events,  this  is  the  ruling  of  the  Fishery  Board 
authorities  Coarse  fish  are  making  splendid  pro- 
gress on  the  breeding  grounds,  and  the  rise  will 
benefit  them  to  a  considerable  extent.  The 
approaching  season  is  full  of  promise. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  excessive  rains  fishing  is  nearly  at  a 
standstill.  The  Teme  was  less  affected  than  the 
other  rivers,  and  will  fsoon  be  in  good  condition 
again.  The  Severn  should  also  ha  settled  down  bv 
the  end  of  the  week.  A  few  rods  have  been  out 
and  some  very  fine  trout  taken  with  the  worm,  and 
some  very  large  eels,  and  on  May  30  one  of  our 
local  fisheimen,  Hollingshead,  caught  in  a  salmon 
net  at  Diglis,  a  grand  bull  trout  which  weighed 
lO^lb.  Good  sport  has  also  been  had  among  the 
twaite  in  the  Lower  Teme,  capital  creels  of  fish 
having  been  taken,with  special  spoon  bait  and  grass- 
hopper. Salmon  fishing  fairly  good,  and  sh  luid  be 
better  from  the  increased  voiume  of  water  in  the 
Severn.  A  fine  bitch  otter,  weighing  over  201b., 
was  snot  within  a  few  mi  e 3  of  this  city  on  May  30. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Sport  has  been  generally  good  with  salmon  and 
brown  trout.  At  the  principal  sea-trout  stations 
very  little  sport  has  been  had.  Saa  angling  has 
yielded  generally  good  sport  at  pollack  at  many 
places  on  the  southern  and  western  coasts.  Mackerel 
are  very  numerous  off  the  coasts  of  Cork  and  Kerry, 
and  the  fishing  smacks  have  all  had  large  takes. 
On  May  2(i  a  grampus  got  entangled  in  the  nets  of 
one  of  the  Dingle  ooats  and  was  towed  to  Dingle. 
Four  thousand  mackerel  wero  contained  in  the 
remainder  of  the  nets. 

North  of  Ireland. 
The  Green  Drake  is  up  and  on  Lough  Erne  and 
the  Erne,  and  that  form  of  sport  promises  well. 
The' Wall  Fly  is  on  the  river  but  not  in  great  numbers. 
Amongst  the  captures  recorded  ^in  the  past  week 


were; — Mr.  E.  Keonaghan.  two  trout,  4Jlb.  ;  Mr. 
Mordant,  five  trout ;  Mr.  F.  J.  Dolan,  eight  trout, 
101b. ;  Mr.  E.  ThornhiU,  one,  2Jlb.,  and  smaller  takes. 
On  May  26  Messrs.  Green  and  L-ane,  H.M.  Inspectors 
of  Irish  Fisheries,  had  a  conferenc3  with  Col.  J.  J. 
Rowan,  Capt.  I'atrick.  Messrs.  B.  Meenan,  A.  Con, 
and  Mr.  T.  J.  English,  secretary  Goleraine  Con- 
servators, and  Mr.  M'Oermatt,  Superintendent  of 
the  Foyle  and  Bann  Fisheries,  concerning  the 
erection  of  large  turbines  on  the  Maine.  Several 
factories  were  visited.  It  is  stated  that  these  large 
turbines  by  taking  so  much  water  seriously  curtail 
the  spawning  grounds,  and  that  being  without  fry- 
guards,  they  destroy  the  fry.  The  question  of 
pollution  -was  also  gone  into.  A  record  pohan  was 
recently  taken  in  Lough  Neagh.  The  specimea 
weighed  21b.  2oz.,  and  is  the  largest  takea  in  recent 
years.  It  has  been  preserved,  and  will  be  kept  at 
the  O'Neill  Arms,  Toome. 

West  of  Ireland. 
The  'pressrvation  given  to  Loughs  Ma^k  and 
Corrib  in  the  past  two  or  three  years  is  bearing  good 
fruit,  trout  fishing  having  been  very  good  recently. 
The  best. fish  of  the  season,  a  l2-pounder,  was 
taken  on  May  30  by  a  Mr.  Smallwood.  The  May 
Fly  is  "up,"  but  no  great  things  have  b^en  done 
yet.  The  Palmerston  river  opened  for  angling  on 
June  I,  and  also  the  Louisburgh. 


"iloies  from  f^c  "ilod^. 

The  season  is  booming  as  far  as  good  trout 
fishing  is  concerned.  June  is  really  the  month  for 
the  fly  during  the  day,  and  July  in  the  evening,  and 
if  possible  through  the  watches  of  the  night. 

Mr.  .Tohn  Hector,  salmon  merchant,  Aberdeen, 
has  been  appointed  by  His  Majesty's  Commissioner 
of  Woods  and  Forests  to  succeed  Mr.  A.  P.  Hogarth, 
Aberdeen. 


Mr.  William  Duncan,  inspector,  Ardgay,  one  of 
the  finest  experts  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  has 
suffered  a  great  loss  in  the  death  of  his  daughter, 
thirteen  years  of  age,  and  who  attended  to  his  work 
in  the  hatchery  in  his  absence. 

Mr  William  Walker,  the  manager  of  the  Aberde?n 
Salmon  Company,  is  just  now  planting  his  year's 
fry — 80,000,  reared  within  the  din  of  the  city  and 
with  the  city  waters — and  Mr.  Duncan,  of  the  Dee 
Fishery  Board,  is  planting  his  fry  at  Braemsir. 


Hillswick  Hotel  (now  open)  is  run  by  the  North 
of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation  Company.  It  is  one 
of  the  most  remote  islands  in  the  Shetland  group ; 
but  when  fish  are  in  shore  the  sport  is  immense. 
Last  year  was  a  bad  season,  but  this  as  yet  promises 
better.  Special  Scotch. 


OF  INTEREST  TO  AMATEUR 
PHOTOGRAPHERS. 


A  "permanent"  self  -  toning  paper!  —  surely 
there  is  not  one  ?  Have  we  not  tried  many  a 
"self-toning"  paper,  guaranteed  to  be  "a  joy  for 
ever "  ?  but,  alas  !  only  to  find,  sooner  or  later, 
some  cherished  picture  fading  into  obli\'ion.  But 
the  pappr  we  have  under  notice,  the  self-toning 
"Aristo,"  is,  so  the  makers  affirm,  absolutely  per- 
manent. Think  of  it — absolutely  permanent !  Ah  ! 
you  may  say,  have  not  other  makers  vowed  the 
same,  and  has  not  experience  proved  the  "  vacuity 
of  their  allegations  "  ?  True,  out  this  paper  is  sold 
by  Messrs.  the  Kodak,  Ltd.,  a  firm  not  likely  to 
risk  a  world-wide  reputation  upon  a  question  of 
permanency  in  a  photographic  printing  paper.  The 
name  "Kodak"  in  photography  is  the  hall-mark 
of  genuineness.  The  paper  is  most  simple  to  work, 
gives  charming  results,  no  double  tones,  and  is  sold 
in  the  usual  sizes  at  popular  prices. 


Fishing  with  a  Remora  m  Cuba. — The  fish 
employed  was  the  sucking  fish,  or  remora.  A 
strong  small  tvrine  was  made  fast  round  the  tail 
of  the  fish,  whicli  was  kept  in  a  vat  until  its  services 
were  required,  and  then  thrown  overboard.  It  ran 
instinctively  towards  the  first  fish  wliich  its  line 
permitted  it  to  reach,  and  instantly  made  itself  fast 
by  its  oval  disc  or  sucker  at  the  top  of  its  head.  The 
moment  the  fisherman  felt  that  such  was  the  case 
he  gently  drew  in  the  line  imto  the  surface,  then 
carefuUy  thrust  his  finger  under  the  disc,  which 
broke  the  connection,  and  secured  the  game.  He 
then  permitted  the  sucking  fish  to  return  again  to 
the  water.  We  found  this  a  most  successful  method 
of  fishing. — Fiah  and  Fisheries. 
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ANOLERS'  FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


"  Otti  o/  sight  and  sound  of  Railways," 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot," 

THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

The  .surroniKlinK  country  now  in  fresh  sprin;; 
lieauty.  GoUk-n  gorse  and  invse  in  full  lilooni. 
Nightingales  and  other  song  birds  abound.  "  A 
cliarniing  spot  to  visit.  " 


Coarse  Pishing  REOPENS  June  10. 

Trout  now  Feeding.    Largest  Fish  caught  to 
date,  2i  and  3  lbs.  each. 

GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  Zi  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trams  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  BlUlard  Room  Is  now  added 

to  the  Hotel.   

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  Frbbsham  PohDiChurt. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Hendon,  Middlesex, 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  360  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  station!.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SIZJIB  oir  FISH  ■ 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Rudd,  6  Inch. 
Tench,  8  Inch 


Bream,  10  Inch. 

Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gudgeon,  i  Incb. 


Coarse  Fishing  closed  until  June  IS. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBDIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  lor  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7«.  6d.  per 
day,  Winter ;  St.  6d.  per  day,  Sumnier.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  ast 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  lbs. 
Good  .ea  fishing,  ^^c^eby,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

SING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  In  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ■  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Propkibtor. 

BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Anqling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  PISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  S  'nation.  Quite  in  the 
country.— C.  W.  Meldeb,  Proprietor. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address  :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


CLOTH  BINDING  OASES 

FOR  THK 
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Publi$hing  Office,  8t.  Dimttan's  Eoiue,  S,C, 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


nr. 


THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST. 


The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 

Sn   Pension   TGvma  only  lOa.   6d.   ct  day. 

NO  EXTRAS. 

ONLY   SIX.   HOURS   FROM  LONOON. 

Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.  AUsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Picturesquely  situiited  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myi  iads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  consideral)le  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  angleis  and  tourists  generally.  Tliere  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distance.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Uadcall  3  miles  distant. 


SEA  FISHIXG. 


EXTENSIVK   BOATING   AND  HIRING. 


N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee 


NEW    FISHING  ACQUIRED. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  nb. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  PEOPRrETBESs. 


LYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

LYNMOUTH,  DEVON. 

Unrivalled  for  its  home  comforts  and  excellent  cuisine,  and  stands  in  an  ideal 
position.     Good  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Deep-Sea  Fishing.     Boats  and  men  kept. 
Sanitary  arrangements  perfect.    Charges  strictly  moderate. 
Telegrams — "  Valley,  Lynmocth." 

Please  note  address.  CECIL  N.  BEVAN,  Proprietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

Brii?ht.  bracing  air;  Hotel  adjoios  aea  coast  and  lake, 
and  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  9-hole  golf 
links.  Lake  Traffell?:.  ]60  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan.  75 
acres,  are  now  incluiled  in  proprietor's  fishing  :  grand 
Trout  and  Perch  ^ish  ing ;  boats  on  all  lakes  included  in 
moderate  tariff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  on 
Rivei  Crvgill.  best  in  the  early  season,  opened  March  1. 
A  MODJiRN  HOUSK.  lu  rooms,  well  furnished,  splendid 
view  over  sea,  links,  lake,  and  Caniarvonshire  Moun- 
tains, with  8:uue  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel.  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address.  T.  J.  COTTRELL.  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 

THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modern  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  cht^rges,  and  within  easy  distance 
of  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogie.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Ueveroii.  Particulars  from  WlLLIiM 
Donaldson,  Manafjer. 


HARRIS  HOTEL, 

Tapbert,  Island  of  Harris. 

First-rate  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July  1.  Telegrams:  "Hotel 
Harris."  William  J.  Cameeon  (for 
eight  years  proprietor  of  Taychreggan 
Hotel,  Lochawe). 


ALTNAGEALGACH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND.  

Best  (tree)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.  Last  seasons  catch  : 
14,615  Trout,  2  tons,  3  cwt.,  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September.— Par- 
ticulars on  application  to 

JOHN  Mcdonald,  Proprietor. 


FOYERS  HOTEL. 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shire. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
bciats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  J'iahing  on  Locli  Mhor,  Loth 
Bran,  and  River  li'Dyuis,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day  Inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor, 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  1. 

TO  LET,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  Excellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scothmd,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

8.  J.  HURLEY. 


RAILWAY  HOTELi 

BALUNROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Flahing  for  Trout,  I 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland— LoughM 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  U  miletl 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  hla  ownl 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourlati.  Cater*] 
Ing  and  ac  :ommodatlon  the  very  belt.  Term*| 
on  appHcatlor.    Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  8TANWERH,  Pmorietor.l 


LouRrh  Corrib.  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard.j 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and  j 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520| 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer.  I 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large] 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  nowl 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib] 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse,] 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this  | 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged-] 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats] 
always  tn  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T   WATTOHTOH.  Prnnrict/ir 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloglians,  Ballina,  Ittayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAEl 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  —  Conn,  (Jullen,  DeiTy-| 
maniiin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  witlij 
lioat  and  two  men,  £4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemenj 
llsliiiiK  from  the  one  boat,  £3  Ss.  each  per  week  ;| 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge! 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  thel 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Kisliin^,  Wliite  and  I'.niwn  Troutl 
Fishing.  The  (iweedore  Itiver  and  famousi 
Loughanure.  The  Hotel  is  on  the  very  brink  of  J 
River  and  wi'hin  a  few  minutes' walk  of  the  best! 
Salmon  Pools.  A  two-horse  Wagonette  leavcsl 
the  Hotel  every  morning  for  the  Lake.  A  new! 
wing  was  added  to  Hotel  with  bathroom  audi 
lavatory  complete.  Very  Moderate  Terms.  Apply.j 
PROPRIETOR.  THE  HOTEL, 

Crollif  Itridf/p.,  Gweedore, 


MERCER'S  HOTEL,] 

Kilrea,  co.  Londonderry. 

SALlttON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  AppointmentsJ 
u  )  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  Ac.  Ne« 
r  ish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers' Board,  9«.  per  day  or  £2  lOs.  per  week.] 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  1«.  ;  Daily,  5«.l 
Boat  and  Man,  5«.  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling! 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  Managekess.* 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Pi  oprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trouff 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river,  five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodorgan,  Anglesey. 

CORON  r^AKE. 

The  above  is  the  best  in  North  Wales  for  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lake).  Can  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  or  Bait.  Boats  thoroughly  up-to-dat^( 
and  free  to  Anglers.  Sail  or  row  boats.  Perch 
Roach,  Sea  and  River  Trouting  within  easj 
distances.  Cuisine,  Wines,  &c.,  of  best  quality, 
Terms  moderate. 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE.  Proprietor. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG.  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox  Kisliins;  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs. 
Also  Kirst-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

fJSlIING    Jh'HEli.  .rOSTlNG. 

Mrs.  MACKAV. 

MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  present 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Roya 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connauglit,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  &c.,  &c.  First-class  fur auglers.  Gooi 
lioats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casti 
on  the  River  Moy.   With  Free  Salmon  Fishing. 

G.  MURTAGH,  Proprietor. . 
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letters  to  the  Ebftor. 

[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  CorrespondentSi] 


DAPPING. 

SiH, — I  see  that  "  Benwyan  "  Hakes  exception  to 
the  advice  given  in  my  "Angling  for  Game  Fish" 
and  the  "  Book  of  the  All-round  Angler  "  to  keep 
the  gut  off  the  water  when  dapping  on  lakei^.  T  can 
assure  him  that  all  the  best  dappers  on  the  Irish 
lakes  regard  the  lowering  of  even  an  inch  of  gut  on 
the  water  as  a  mistake,  and  that  after  a  little  prac- 
tice there  is  no  difficulty  ia  keeping  the  fly  drifting 
and  touching  the  water  with  the  gut  lising  imme- 
diately above.  I  have  fished  thus  liundreds  of 
times.  I  am  reading  "  Benwyan's  "  articles  with 
great  interest,  and  am  sorry  to  disagree  with  him 
on  this  point. — Your  obedient  servant, 

"John  Bickebdyke." 


HURLEY  LOCK  DISPUTE. 

Dear  Sir, — What  is  known  as  the  Hurley  river- 
side dispute  may  be  taken  as  settled.  For  years,  as 
you  know.  Sir  Wm.  Clayton.  Bart.,  has  laid  claim 
to  the  right  to  close  what  is  practically  the  only 
path  leading  from  Hurley  village  to  this  picturesque 
lock  and  the  footbridge  across  it.  Now,  however, 
he  writes  me  to  say  he  is  anxious  to  settle  the 
matter  amicably  without  the  intervention  of  the 
High  Court.  That  is  good  news,  not  only  to  local 
residents,  but  to  all  lovers  of  the  Thames. — Yours 
truly,  Wm.  Meads. 

TOO  MANY  RINGS  ON  RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  Mr.  E.  Phillips 
writes  from  Lancaster  putting  this  question  :  "  Have 
we  not  too  many  rings  on  our  rods  ?  "  and  he  asks 
for  my  opinion.  He  points  out  that  on  his  ro(J, 
"  which  measures  lO^ft.,  the  maker  had  put  twelve 
rings." 

I  have  examined  my  old  favourite  rod — one  by 
Forrest,  of  Kelso  (which  has  been  *'  in  at  the  death  " 
of  thousands  of  trout,  etc.) — and  it  measures  when 
put  together  exactly  1 1ft.  S^in.  in  length,  and  I  found 
that  the  rings  are  thus  distributed :  Butt,  two ; 
middle  joint,  five ;  top,  seven,  and  if  the  end  ring 
be  included,  eight  in  alL  1  have  never  found  them 
one  too  many  in  practical  use.  I  use  the  old  common 
or  garden  rings,  which  on  the  whole  I  prefer  for 
wet-fly  work.  In  order  to  state  a  case,  and  give  a 
good  reason  for  my  beUef  in  so  many  rings — fifteen 
if  the  top  ring  is  included — in  a  rod  only  lift.  3^in., 
let  me  make  a  few  practical  remarks. 

I  greatly  prefer  the  more  modern  term  "  guides" 
to  rod  rings,  as  it  is  just  what  they  are,  or  should 
be — that  is,  guides  to  facilitate  the  free  and  direct 
passage  of  the  line. 

Let  Mr.  E.  Phillips  try  to  do  with  an  exaggerated 

Eaucity  rather  than  a  plethora  of  rings.  I  will  ask 
im  to  go  forth  fishing  on  a  rainy  day  with  a 
prepared  silk  line.  He  will  probably  find  then  that 
the  line  between  any  two  rings  placed  widely  apart 
has  a  tendency  to  get  "  slack,"  and  may  even  wrap 
itself  half  way  round  the  joint,  where  it  is  apt  to 
cling  more  or  less  closely  to  the  polished  but  wet 
surface  of  the  rod.  With  immovalile  rings  it  mav 
even  at  times  get  into  a  kink  close  behind  or  around 
one  of  them.  In  either  case  the  line  for  the  moment 
ceases  to  pay  out  freely,  a  thing  apt  to  prove 
disastrous  in  its  results  if  a  sporting  and  large  trout 
is  hooked  at  the  moment. 

It  has  just  occurred  to  me  to  take  out  of  its  case 
a  very  fine  two-handed  rod — by  the  same  maker — 
of  13ft.  SJin.,  and  I  find  the  same  number  of  rod- 
rings  exactly  as  are  on  my  old  rod  of  lift.  3^in. 
in  length. 

The  extra  weight  of  a  few  rod  rings  is  surely  as 
nothing  compared  vith  the  necessity  of  providing 
for  one's  reel  line  the  most  direct,  and  consequently 
the  safest,  and  most  easy  passage  attainable. 

Whether  we  have  already  got  the  best  and  lightest 
rod  rings,  or,  rather,  "  line  guides,"  is  .quite  another 
matter. — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


RINGS  ON  RODS  AND  KILLING  FISH. 
Dear  Sib, — Replying  to  Mr.  Phillips'  letter  of  May 
28,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  good  number  of  rings,  and 
placed  clojjer  together  as  they  approach  the  point  of 
a  rod,  give=i  it  additional  strength,  but  they  must 
not  be  so  numerous  as  to  render  the  rod  top  heavy. 
A  very  few  would  be  enough  to  guide  the  Ime  if  to 
give  support  weis  no  object.  They  should  be  both 
light  and  strong.  A  few  days  ago  I  saw  the  top 
loop  ring  of  a  rod,  in  white  metal,  cut  through  by 
the  friction  of  the  line,  though  the  rod  was  not  an 
old  one.  Such  tings  are  sometimes  made  of  hard 
stef-l  wire. 

Regarding  the  point  noticed  by  "A.  J.M.-B."  (samo 
issue)  a  "  priest  of  the  new  bullet  kind,  or  another, 
appearii  more  handy  than  any  more  scientific  n> 


mode  of  execution  I  know  of.  A  needle  passed  into 
the  spinal  cord  might  be  equally  efficacious,  but 
with  a  slippery,  struggling  fish  in  hand  might  not  be 
so  easily  placed  where  it  should  be.  Trout  are  often 
killed  by  a  blow  of  the  head  on  the  toe  of  one's  boot, 
at  the  risk  of  slipping  from  the  hand,  but  this  does 
not  occur  if  part  of  the  landing  net  is  gathered 
round  the  fish  before  using  the  priest,  either  on  land 
or  wading ;  after  which  the  fly  can  be  removed 
safely.  Sometimes  the  heads  of  fish  are  barbarously 
bent  backwards  to  break  the  spine,  thus  deforming 
the  fish.  And  I  have  o  bserved  an  even  more  uncouth 
method  adopted  by  an  Irish  gossoon  who  put  the 
heads  of  his  perch  into  his  mouth  and  broke  their 
necks  with  his  teeth. 

I  think  the  priest  is  preferable  as  most  rapid  and 
most  merciful. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 


ON  KILLING  FISH. 

Dear  Sir,— I  assume  that  most,  if  not  all,  our 
ordinary  fresh-water  fish,  other  than  pike,  are  too 
gentle  to  be  killed,  and  die  by  themselves  in  a 
gentlemanly  sort  of  way.  I  was  taught  (with  the 
use  of  gorge  hooks,  etc.)  to  club  pike  on  the  head, 
but  as  it  early  appeared  to  me  an  intemperate 
and  blundering  method,  I  adopted  the  plan,  while 
holding  down  the  head  by  firmly  pressing  forefinger 
and  thumb  in  the  soft  part  in  front  of  the  gills, 
of  driving  a  knife-blade  in — in  the  case  of  large, 
tough  fish  a  stiletto — down  through  the  depression 
in  the  skull.  Penetration  of  the  brain  causes  instant 
death. — Yours  truly,  E.  B.  Ridgway. 


"SCOTTIE'S"  METHOD  OF  STRENGTHEN- 
ING RODS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  a  little  surprised  at  the  tenor 
of  Messrs.  Foster's  letter  in  your  last  issue.  Their 
inference  that  I  wish  to  "climb  down,"  or,  in  other 
words,  to  back  out  of  the  contest,  is  unfair  to  me, 
as  it  is  not  true  that  I  wish  to  do  so.  If  any  climb- 
ing down  has  been  done  I  unhesitatingly  say  it  is 
the  other  way  about.  On  Messrs.  Foster's  own 
showing  they  have  been  "shouting"  (to  use  their 
own  word)  for  the  last  ten  years  or  so  for  some  one 
to  bring  forward  a  rod  to  beat  theirs  in  strength.  I 
have  accepted  or  offer  to  accept  their  challenge,  but 
on  that  point  only.  As  they  make  no  mention  of 
casting  power,  etc.,  in  their  original  challenge,  their 
doing  so  now  is  a  decided  alteration  in  the  terms 
of  their  challenge,  and  one  which  for  the  present  I 
decline  to  accede  to.  They  demand  strict  justice  in 
the  matter.  By  all  means,  but  they  must  be  just 
in  their  demand  and  adhere  to  their  original  chal- 
lenge. One  of  the  stipulations  they  mane  in  their 
challenge  is  that  the  rod  of  their  opponent  must  be 
his  own  product.  The  rod  I  sent  yon  is  thus  barred 
from  being  used  in  the  contest,  as  it  was  not  made 
by  me,  neither  was  it  intended  for  the  test,  and 
further,  that  only  about  one  half  the  strength  of 
which  my  method  is  capable  has  been  applied  to  it. 
It  was  simply  utilised  to  show  the  nature  of  my 
method. 

I  quite  agree  with  Messrs.  Foster,  as  every  one 
must,  that  "  a  rod  that  is  of  no  use  for  fishing  is  no 
fishing  rod,"  that  is  obvious.  I  do  not  suppose 
they  intend  to  bring  forward  a  rod  unsuitable  for 
fishing  purposes,  and  if  I  produce  one  of  equal 
dimensions  I  fancy  it  also  will  be  suitable  for 
fishing.    More  or  less  so,  however.— Yours  trulj-, 

SCOTTIB. 


BAITS  FOR  CARP. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  you  kindly  tell  me  what  is  the 
best  bait  for  carp,  and  what  depth  to  fish  ?  I  have 
tried  worms,  but  they  will  not  take  them.  It  is  a 
pond,  has  not  got  a  running  stream  through  it,  and 
I  think  the  carp  average  about  17in.  in  length,  and 
have  gold -co loured  backs. — Yours  truly,       E.  C. 

East  Grinstead. 

[It  is  often  very  difficult  to  get  p  nd  carp  to  take 
any  bait.  Try  a  bit  of  sweet  paste,  also  boiled 
potato  or  pea.  Try  fishing  with  bait  on  the  ground, 
letting  the  rod  rest  on  a  forked  stick.  If  you  see 
the  carp  swimming  about  try  with  the  bait  a  few 
inches  under  water.  You  should  read  the  articles 
on  carp  fishing  which  appeared  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
last  year. — Ed.] 


GRAYLING  FISHING  IN  YORKSHIRE. 

De4b  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
kindly  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  grayling 
fishing  to  be  had  at  Redmire  in  Yorkshire.  Is  the 
fishing  free,  or  can  daily  or  weekly  tickets  be  pur- 
chased ?  Is  the  King's  Arms  comfortable,  and 
could  two  friends  be  accommodated  for  a  week  or 
more  ? 

I  am  desirous  of  taking  a  friend  (wlio  has  up  to 
now  done  very  little  grayling  fishing)  there  on 
Oct.  1  next,  and  any  information  I  could  gather 
would  be  gladly  received. — Yours  truly, 

Hbnby  B.  Stable. 


BRISTOL  STEEL  FISHING  ROD. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent's 
query  re,  above,  we  would  say  that  we  have  a  stock 
of  these  rods,  and  have  a  steady  demand  for  them. 
If  Mr.  Woods  will  send  us  his  address  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  send  him  our  list. — Yours  truly, 

A.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd. 
137,  St.  John-street-road,  E.C. 


THE  BRISTOL  STEEL  R0D3 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  H.  B.  Wood's  letter 
in  your  issue  of  Saturday  last,  the  best  way  to 
obtain  any  of  the  Horton  Company's  rods  or 
tackle  is,  havuig  first  secured  their  price  list,  to 
buy  a  draft  from  Messrs.  Brown,  Shipley,  and  Co., 
Lothbury,  E.C,  and  forward  it  to  the  Horton  Com- 
pany, who  send  the  tackle  by  return. 

I  do  not  think  they  have  an  agent  in  this  country. 
Their  rods  are  wonderful,  especially  as  regards 
portability,  but  they  take  a  lot  of  getting  used  to. 

I  must  say  they  prove  a  most  wonderful  stand- 
by should  any  accident  happen  to  their  well-built 
English  cousin,  as  they  can  easily  be  stowed  away 
in  any  hare-pocket  and  are  as  light  as  a  feather. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  give  your  correspondent  any 
further  information  that  lies  in  my  power. — Vours 
truly,  Robert  C.  Hardy  Corfe. 

Imperial  Servic='  Club, 
128,  Piccadilly,  W. 
May  30. 


THE  BRISTOL  STEEL  FISHING  ROD. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  H.  B.  Wood,  Messrs. 
Gamage  advertise  the  Bristol  Steel  Rjd  (telescopic 
and  otherwise),  but  if  cheapness  is  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  I  advise  your  correspondent  to  write 
to  Mr.  Allen,  fishing  tackle  maker,  Trongate, 
Glasgow,  where  he  can  obtain  a  telescopic  steel  rod 
at  Ids.  6d.  or  thereabouts.  I  do  not  kno  /r  whether 
it  is  manufactured  by  the  Horton  Company,  but  it 
is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  same.  Its  length 
is  lO^ft. — Yours  truly,  Japski. 

STAINING  NATURAL  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  liave  a  quantity  of  good  picked 
natural  gut  which  has  been  stained  in  error  much 
too  dark  a  colour.  Do  you  know  or  can  any  of 
your  readers  tell  me  how  to  remove  altogether  or 
lighten  this  stain  ?  Possibly  steeping  it  for  some 
days  in  some  very  weak  solution  of  bleaching 
powder  might  answer,  without  damaging  the  gut. 
I  am  willing  to  experiment  with  a  few  dozen  strands 
first  if  I  can  get  any  hints. — Yours  truly. 

Enquirer. 

GOOD  FISHING  AND  GOLF  IN"  NORTH  OF 
IRELAND  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  reader  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  tell  me  of  a  place  in  tne  north  or  north-west 
of  Ireland  at  which  both  good  fishing  and  golf  may 
be  obtained.  Loch  or  river  fishing  for  sea  and 
yellow  trout  is  what  a  friend  and  I  desire,  and  if 
the  fishing  is  good  we  do  not  so  much  care  if  the 
golf  course  is  not  in  the  front  rank.  We  should  be 
going  in  August,  and  as  the  larger  hotels  during  that 
month  usually  have  a  prohibitive  tarilf,  perhaps  you 
may  be  able  to  recommend  to  us  some  moderate 
establishment. — Yours  truly, 

William  MacLean. 


FISHING  IN  NORMANDY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers 
could  give  me  particulars  of  trout  fishing  in  Nor- 
mandy or  Brittany  ;  where  and  how  obtainaD!e  ; 
cost,  and  if  very  good  hotel  or  farmhouse  accom- 
modation is  obtainable. 

Also,  can  anyone  kindly  in'orm  ma  what  the 
fishing  is  like  at  Martin- Eglise,  near  Dieppe  ? — 
Yours  truly,  Arthcr  Applin. 

May  25. 


FISHING  NEAR  CHICHESTER  AND 
WORTHING. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  two  of  your  readers' 
inquiries  as  to  the  fishing  in  the  neigubourhood  of 
Worthing  and  Chichester,  1  may  say  that  I  do  not 
know  the  lattar  place,  but  the  fishing  at  Siioreham 
Harbour,  between  Brighton  and  Woi  thing,  is  excel- 
lent for  bass  and  mullet.  The  nearest  station  is 
Southwick,  from  whence  a  local  fisherman  will  take 
you  to  the  harbour  jetty.  The  large  bass  a'O 
caught  on  the  bottom  with  a  piece  of  putrid  crab, 
but  the  school  bass,  ranging  in  size  from  Jib.  to 
21b.,  afford  excellent  sport  with  a  salmon  or  '■  white- 
bait" fly.  They  can  only  be  caught  when  seen 
leaping  out  of  the  water  during  the  two  hours 
before  the  flood  tide.  Grey  mullet  are  generally 
taken  off  the  piers  at  Brighton  with  dough,  such  as 
is  used  for  roach.  The  sewage  outfall  at  Black 
Rock,  outside  Brighton,  is  often  a  very  good  place 
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for  fish  of  all  kinda.  The  coarse  flashing  near 
Worthing  is  not  very  good,  although  a  fine  basket 
of  roach  can  often  be  made,  weighing  from  Jib.  to 
lib.,  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Adur,  about  a  mile 
above  Bramber  Bridge.  Arundel,  Amberley,  and 
Pulborough  are  all  well-known  for  roach  and  bream 
fishing,  while  the  Ouse  above  Lewes  is  a  noted 
coarse  fish  river. — Yours  truly, 

Alfbed  Stanley  Mobris. 


'       LEVER-PULL  SEA  LEDGER  BOOM. 

Dkab  Sir, — Mr.  G.  Lodge's  lever-pull  sea  ledger 
boom,  described  and  illustrated  in  your  issue  of 
]\lay  14.  is  interesting.  The  sketch  you  publish 
shows  that,  in  theory,  the  contrivance  should  act 
perfectly,  as  a  "  bell  crank,"  conveying  the  pull  of 
the  fish  direct  to  the  rod  point  before  moving  tlio 
lead.  There  is,  however,  a  vast  difference  between 
theory  and  practice.  Mr.  Lodge  has  found  the  con- 
trivance satisfactory,  and  I  conclude  he  has  caught 
fish  with  it  ;  but  is  he  to  be  understood  as  stating 
that  he  succeeded  in  laying  out  this  tackle  on  the 
bottom  of  the  sea  as  depicted  in  sketch  No.  1  '! 
Any  ledger  or  streaming  tackle  for  use  on  the  bottom 
is  only  effective  in  a  tide  or  current.    Without  some 


THE  LAMENTATIONS  OF  "LANDRAIL." 

Dear  Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  to  thank  "  Val 
Conson"  for  the  quick  informing  reply  to  my  long 
letter.  I  assure  him  honestly  that  I  had  no  desire 
or  intention  to  "  pull  his  leg."  1  felt  what  I  said, 
and  repeat  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his 
angling  communications  to  your  columns.  I,  for 
one,  do  not  think  that  his  free  gifts  are  included  in 
the  "  tuppence."  Mr.  Marryat  left  us  a  .solitary  fly. 
Mr.  Hall  an  eyed  hook.  "John  Biokerdyke,"  wiser, 
has  given  to  the  angling  world  three  works,  of  which 
I  possess  two,  and  value  them  highly.  I  hope  to 
add  Mr.  Tod's  "Wet-Fly  Fishing"  to  them  shortly. 
"  Athenian's "  valuable  work  on  the  dressing  of 
flies  is  rarely  opened  without  regretting  hi?  shortened 
life,  but  beyond  all  these  there  is  room  for  some  one 
to  do  for  the  wet-fly  what  Mr.  Halford  accomplished 
for  the  "dry."  The  price  and  age  of  F.  Francis's 
volume  place  it  beyond  the  reach  of  the  generality 
of  trout  anglers.  Causes  guidg  our  actions  and 
words.  My  desire  for  information  on  wet-fly  dressing 
is  due  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  Greenwell's  Glory 
accurately  dressed.  I  have  succeeded  at  last  after 
no  small  trouble.  Some  dealers  use  starling  undyed, 
others  pheasant,  others  mallard.    (Pheasant  kills 


eurre  it  tlie  whole  "  bag  of  tricks  "  must  lie  in  a 
bunch  where  it  drops  on  the  bottom,  and  may,  even 
so,  catch  fish.  With  a  current  my  experience  tells 
ine  that  what  mnnt  happen  with  this  boom  is  much 
as  shown  in  sketch  No.  2.  The  lead  (being  heavy 
eno\igh  to  anchor  the  streamer  and  hooks)  will 
remain  stationary,  or  nearly  so.  The  current  strong 
enough  to  take  out  the  streamer  and  hooks  must  at 
the  same  time  cause  the  main  line  and  the  wire  boom 
to  overrim  the  lead,  thus  turning  the  triangular 
boom  with  its  cork  ape\  in  the  direction  of  the 
hooks.  In  this  position  any  pull  at  the  hooks  will 
first  be  conveyed  to  the  lead. — "^'ours  truly, 

Edgab  Hyde  (B.S.A.S.). 

RE  BRONZING  OR  DARKENING  FERRULES. 

Dear  Sib, — In  answer  to  Mr.  F.  E.  Eldred,  I  have 
an  American  split  cane  rod,  and  I  darkened,  or, 
rather^  blackened,  its  nickel  forru'es  by  burning 
some  camphor  and  holding  an  empty  tin  box  or 
like  article  over  the  flame  until  it  contained  a  fair 
amount  of  soot,  and  then  added  a  little  coachmaker's 
varnish  and  gave  the  ferrules  two  coatings.  If  it  is 
desired  to  remove  the  black  at  any  time  a  little 
turpentine  is  all  that  is  needed. — Yours  tmly, 

Japski. 


well  on  our  reservoir ;  in  fact,  brown  and  green  are 
the  most  successful  colours.)  These  variations  may 
be  successful,  but  they  are  not  Greenwell's  Glory. 
But  this  is  not  the  worst.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that 
some  firms  send  out  not  what  you  order.  I  ordered 
Fiery  Brown  from  one  firm;  they  sent  Orange 
Bustard,  while  in  the  place  of  Mallard  and  Puce 
they  substituted  a  cc^ple  of  small  Derbyshire 
Bumbles  A  sickening  feeling  of  distrust  makes 
me  half  resolve  to  make  what  I  want  myself,  and 
not  be  dependent  on  such  methods  of  some  business 
dealing. 

A  fly  which  takes  well  on  our  water  is  Greenwell's 
Fancy.  I  cannot  find  the  dressing  at  present,  but 
will  forward  it  when  found  if  you  think  fit. 

There  is  a  not  unpleasant  sub-acid  flavour  in 
"  Val  Conson's  "  reply  anent  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
and  its  treasures.  Your  published  report  does  not 
state  that  the  appeal  was  to  members  only.  I  took 
it  to  apply  to  the  general  angling  body,  hence  my 
suggestion  was  a  free  rendering  of  an  old  motto — 
Noblesse  oblige.  As  to  wax,  fathers  used  the 
cobbler's  article.  Their  sons  must  have  one  for 
dubbing  (liquid),  and  a  dry  one  for  adhesiveness. 
I  gave  what  1  think  is  an  improvement  on  Francis's 
formula  for  the  dry,  and  offered  to  experiment  for 
a  liquid  which  would  not  affect  the  delicate  colours 
of  some  silks.  I  would  suggest  odourless  petroleum 
with  a  resin — say,  elemi — (that  is,  thus),  or  paraffin 
wax,  or  white  shellac  in  spirit,  or  picked  benzoin  or 
juniper  in  suitable  solvents. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  thank  you  heartily  for 
inserting  my  queries. — Thankfully  yours, 

Landrail. 


FISHING  INiTHE  NORTH  OF  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  F,  S.  B.,"  [whilst  I 
waa  touring  Scotland  a  short  time  ago  I  had  a  day 
on  the  river  at  Inverurie,  not  Inverary,  amongst 
the  salmon.    I  was  told  that  the  fishing  was  free  ; 


at  any  rate,  nobody  stopped  me  or  any  of  the  other 
gentlemen  who  were  also  enjoying  themselves.  I 
advise  "  F.  S.  B."  to  write  to  the  Hallkeeper  of  the 
Town  Hall  asking  for  private  information  which 
no  doubt  he  will  grant,  or  if  your  correspondent 
cares  to  write  to  me  privately  I  raiy  be  able  to  get 
him  particulars  of  the  above  and  several  places  in 
different  parts  of  Scotland. — Yours  truly, 

24,  Walker-ternce,  Japski. 
Gateshead-on-Tyne. 


A  GOOD  DARENTH  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Barham,  the  landlord  of  the 
Fighting  Cocks,  Horton  Kirby,  whilst  fishing  in  his 
water  on  May  21,  was  fortunate  enough  to  capture 
an  exceptionally  fine  specimen  of  the  Loch  Leven 
trout.  The  fish,  which  was  in  the  pink  of  condition, 
weighed  41b.,  and  measured  22Jin.  in  length. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  N. 


RE  FISHING  IN  THE  TIROL,  ETC. 

Deab  Sib, — I  have  just  raad  Mr.  Withers'  letter 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Alay  28.  The  name  of  the 
stream  at  Schloss  Wasserberg  is  the  Gail,  only  two 
minutes'  walk  from  the  Castle  or  Schloss.  I  paid 
50  kronen  (about  £2)  for  the  fishing  right,  but  I 
could  have  fished  probably  gratis  and  given  up  the 
fish  caught,  only  I  preferred  to  pay  and  keep  the 
fish,  partly  to  eat  and  partly  to  give  to  the  poor. 
I  do  not  think  "  Tugering  "  is  the  exact  name  of  the 
other  river  that  flows  out  of  the  lake,  but  something 
similar  in  sound  ;  however,  that  river  also  is  only  a 
few  minutes'  walk  from  the  Schloss.  I  hope  Mr. 
Withers  understands  German,  and  if  so  let  him  call 
on  the  Herr  Forstmeisterof  the  Estate,  which  belongs 
to  Prince  Arnulf  of  Bavaria,  and  ask  for  permission 
to  fish,  and  it  will  be  readily  granted  both  in  the 
two  rivers  as  also  in  the  lake.  When  Mr.  Withers 
wants  pastures  new  let  him  go  to  Scheifling,  half- 
hour  by  rail  from  Knittelfeld,  and  stay  at  the  hotel 
there,  a  castle  belonging  to  Prince  Schwarzenberg  ; 
terms  5s.  per  day,  and  get  permission  to  fish,  which 
is  readily  granted.  I  generally  got  trout  and  mostly 
grayling  of  large  size  there.  Muran  is  also  a  nice 
place  to  stay  at,  distance  half  an  hour  by  rail  from 
Scheifling,  and  if  Mr.  Withers  calls  on  the  doctor, 
whose  name  I  forget  at  this  moment,  he  will  probably 
get  permission  to  fish.  Mr.  Withers  may  mention 
my  name  to  all  the  people  referred  to. — Yours  truly. 

Sportsman. 


MAY  BAILIFF^ SEARCH  POCKETS? 

Dear  Sir, —  4  friend  and  self  have  had  an 
argument  about  taking  salmon  pink  or  samlets, 
which,  as  you  know,  is  illegal.  He  says  keepers 
have  only  right  to  search  one's  basket ;  I  saia  he 
could  also  search  the  pockets  of  anyone  fishing  as 
well.  So  we  decided  to  ask  you  if  he  had  power  to 
do  this.  Kindly  reply  in  next  Fishing  Oazette. — 
Yours  truly,  Taos.  Jones, 

Pontypridd. 

[Mr.  Willis  Bund,  in  his  invaluable  edition  of 
"Oke's  Fishery  Laws"  says  that  it  U  a  question 
whether  a  pocket  would  be  considered  to  come  under 
the  definition  of  "a  big  or  othw  instrument  used  in 
carrying  fi-jh."  He  adds  : — "It  often  happens  that 
a  man  on  seeing  a  water  bailiS  coming,  and  having 
taken,  say,  samlets.  raov>8  them  from  his  basket  to 
his  pocket ;  can  the  water  bailiff  search  the  pocket  ? 
It  would  seem  he  cannot,  although  the  precise 
point  has  not  been  decided  ;  but  it  would  probably 
be  held  that  a  pocket  was  not  ejusdem  generis  with 
baskets  and  bags  and  that  an  instrument  used  in 
carrying  fish  must  be  somethin<i  of  the  same 
character  as  baskets  or  bags."  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  magistrate  would  cert  iin'y  hold  that  a  pocket 
used  purposely  for  carrying  fish  was  a  bag,  and 
would  convict. — Ed.] 


feROGUES  WITH  ALPINE  NAILS. 

Dear  Sib. — The  brogues  I  wish  were  raxde,  I 
fancy,  by  a  bootmaker,  and  he  wrote  of  them  in 
your  journal  some  time  ago.  IE  it  would  not  be 
trespassing  too  much  on  your  spaoe  for  corre- 
spondence, perhaps  a  query  as  to  leather  brojues 
with  Alpine  ice  nails  might  reach  him,  and  if  he 
replied  I  would  see  his  answer  in  the  Fishing  Oazztte. 
With  many  thanks  for  your  kindness, — Yours 
faithfully,  K.  T.  Annan. 

LAKE  OF  GENEVA. 
Dear  Sir, — I  intend  spending  August  at  Coppet 
on  the  Lake  of  Geneva.    Can  any  of  your  readers 
give  me  an  idea  of  the  fishing  to  be  obtained  on  the 
above  lake  ? — Yours  truly,  Osaka. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.\ 
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NOTICES. 


[For  List  of  Contentg;  lee  page  391,] 


Thb  Fishing  Gazhttb  la  published  every  Saturday  and  can  be 

obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  KaUway  Book- 
stalls, and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle 
Dealers  in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  etc.,  should  be 
addressed  to  R.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  FISHINO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  neces- 
sarily as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of 
good  faith.  Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will 
be  taken  o!  such  communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

IHH  Gazettb  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
The  Fishinq  Gazette,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter  Lane,  London,  to  whom  aU  money  payments  should 
be  made. 

For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland  10»<  M. 

Six  Months         ditto  ditto         . .       5*.  id. 

Three  Months      ditto  ditto         . .       2t.  6d. 

To  the  Colonies,  America,  and  the  Continent,  annnal 

subscription,  including  postage     ..       ..      12».  6d. 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page    _  ..£770 

Half  Page   8  15  0 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page  2    2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page   1    5  o 

Small  advertisements  Si.  per  inch  ol  single  oolnmn  (4  cols,  to 
page). 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  ihonld  be 
addressed  to  the  ADViiRTiSBMBm  Manaqbb,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

AdvertUemenU  must  arrive  not  later  than  tvo  o'clock  on 
Wednetdayt,  addretted  "Advertuement  Martager." 

Telegraphic  Address — "  RIVSAM,  London." 
Telephone,  No.  83  Holbom. 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES. 


BY  THE  EDITORa 


Prizes  for  the  Fly  and  Bait  Casting  Tournament. 

As  treasurer  of  the  committee  of  the  Fly  and 
Bait  Casting  Tournament,  I  have  to  ask  any 
readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  who  care  to  do  so 
kindly  to  assist  us  with  subscriptions  towards  the 
prize  fund;  We  want  to  make  it  as  attractive  as 
possible  in  order  to  ensure  a  good  attendance,  and 
if  there  is  any  surplus  from  the  prize  fund  it  is 
proposed  to  hand  it  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society.  Fishing  tackle  makers  and  others  who 
will  help  us  by  presenting  prizes  in  the  shape  of 
rods,  reels,  etc.,  shall  have  a  notice  of  them  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  if  they  will  send  them  to  me  marked 
clearly  to  show  who  sends  them,  and  that  they  are 
prizes  for  the  tournamentj  All  subscriptions,  etc., 
will  be  acknowledged  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  I 
hope  to  givR  a  firat  list  next  week,  and  should  be 
glad  to  have  them  soon  as  time  is  getting  short. 

General  Kuropatkin  as  an  Angler. 

One  of  our  Fishing  Gazette  readers  sends  me  an 
interesting  article  from  Tit  Bits  on  Kuropatkin, 
from  which  I  see  that  angling  is  his  only  recreation. 
Probably  no  man  ever  had  a  more  difficult  task 
than  General  Kuropatkin.  He  has  to  fish  in  very 
troubled  waters,  caused  by  the  want  of  foresight  of 
other  Russian  generals  and  admirals,  and  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  see  how  he  can  save  the 
situation  in  Manchuria.  His  name  says  Kuropat- 
kin, but,  as  an  Irish  American  paper  points  out, 
the  question  is,  Kin  he  ?  Here  is  what  Tit  Bits 
says : — 

"  General  Kuropatkin,  the  commander  of  the 
entire  Russian  land  forces  in  the  Far  East,  upon 
whom  in  this  crisis  for  his  country  there  devolves 
such  a  fearful  responsibility,  is  the  one  man  in  whom 
Ru.ssia  at  this  time  places  unreservedly  her  whole 
faith,  and  he  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  cleverest 
men  in  the  entire  Fluropean  world  of  arms,  as  he  is 
one  of  the  most  interesting  personally.;   He  is  often 


described  as  '  the  Russian  Kitchener,'  and  his 
methods  are  very  much  akin  to  those  of  the  famous 
British  general.  For  example,  he  is  most  insistent 
upon  the  young  officers  of  his  army  taking  their 
profession  seriously,  and  thoroughly  detests  the 
military  dude;  He  has  also  an  intense  hatred  of 
the  yellow  races,  both  Japanese  and  Chinese ;  but 
a  few  years  ago  he  spent  some  time  in  Tokio,  and 
got  on  very  well  there  with  his  future  enemies.  He 
is  a  keen  angler — his  only  recreation — and  he  applied 
to  the  authorities  for  permission  to  fish  in  the  ponds 
in  the  grounds  of  the  Shiba  Palace,  in  the  Japanese 
capital.  This  was  granted,  and  the  general  caught 
several  fish,  which,  it  is  curious  to  remember  now, 
he  sent  as  a  present  to  the  Japanese  Minister  for 
War.  General  Kuropatkin  is  a  great  favourite 
with  the  Czar,  and  all  Russia  believes  In  him.'-' 


Effect  of  the  Rotation  of  the  Earth  in  Making 
Good  Fishing  Places  for  Anglers. 

A  correspondent  writes  : — 

"  I  remember  in  one  of  my  Indian  Survey  Reports 
referring  to  the  interesting  subject  of  your  note  on 
the  effect  of  the  earth's  rotation  upon  the  abrasion 
of  river  banks,  in  that  case  of  the  Indus.  I  believe 
it  was  also  said  to  affect  the  wear  of  railway  lines 
which  run  north  and  south  in  the  same  way. 

"  If  it  is  the  result  of  the  earth- velocity  gained 
by  the  water  from  the  rotation — as  in  the  case  of 
a  jump  from  a  moving  carriage — the  impetus  is  in 
the  direction  of  the  motion,  and  one  would  suppose 
the  east  bank  or  rail  would  have  to  sustain  the 
pressure  whether  the  train  or  river  ran  north  or 
south,  or  that  happened  to  be  the  right  bank,  but 
my  impression  was  that  it  was  the  west  bank  (right 
bank  of  the  Indus)  that  was  worn.- 

"  If  the  water  of  the  river,  or  the  train  on  the 
rails,  gains  a  stability  (or  vis  inertice?)  from  its 
motion,  as  a  bicycle  does,  and  if  this  was  opposed 
to  the  rotary  force  of  the  earth's  easterly  spin, 
would  not  it  be  the  west  hank  or  the  west  rail 
that  would  suffer  abrasion  whether  the  train  or 
river  moved  north  or  south  ? 

"It  is  an  interesting  case  for  rather  close  con- 
sideration. I  forget  what  brought  it  first  to  my 
notice,  and  I  would  not  like  to  be  positive  about  it 
without  looking  the  matter  up  again,  but  it  is 
interesting,  and  has  no  doubt  been  decided  upon 
long  ago.  ^ 

"  Owing  to  the  same  rotary  force,  the  sea  was 
said  to  stand  higher  on  the  Pacific  shores  of  North 
and  South  America  than  on  the  Atlantic  side,  but 
this  was  contradicted  by  Houghton,  and  perhaps 
by  Archdeacon  Pratt,  who  made  some  remarks 
about  a  rise  of  the  sea  level  on  the  West  Coast 
of  India. 

"I  know  which  way  one  falls  from  an  Irish 
jarvey,  having  been  shot  off  one  when  the  horse 
fell  in  Dublin,  but  with  only  a  shake,  when  I 
heard  an  old  woman  in  the  crowd  which  collected 
describing  how  I  had  been  carried  off  to  hospital 
insensible !  and  I  remember  that  McGlusky,  the 
famous  guard  of  the  Sligo  coach,  who  used  to  jump 
from  his  seat  at  the  back  when  it  was  travelling 
fast,  strangely  enough  always  jumped  straight 
backwards  against  the  impetus. 

"Is  not  the  east  bank  of  the  Severn,  and  also 
of  the  Shannon,  the  lejt,  not  the  right,  bank, 
though  the  right  bank  of  the  Trent  is  the  east,  as 
stated  ?  I  scarcely  understand  Baer's  meridional 
river  retaining  a  different  earth-velocity  from  that 
of  the  ground  which  it  traverses ;  for  any  distance, 
at  all  events,'- 

I  daresay  my  correspondent  is  quite  right,  as  I 
am  ashamed  to  say  I  could  not  make  out  which 
bank  was  the  right  bank  and  which  the  wrong  one; 
I  thought  it  was  a  fine  new  excuse  for  a  poor 
basket  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  earth's  rotation 
had  made  the  water  too  deep  or  too  shallow.  By 
the  way,  the  printer  made  me  say :  "  At  bends  the 
water  pressure  is  increased  by  another  factor — that 
is,  the  swing-power — the  same  power  which  drives 
the  water  over  the  sides  when  a  fish  is  revolved 
rapidly.'-  Great  Scott,  fancy  a  fish  revolving  so 
rapidly  as  to  turn  the  water  over  the  sides  of  the 
bank !    I  wrote  dish,  not  fish; 


The  Windermere  and  District  Angling  Association. 

In  spite  of  the  bad  weather  we  had,  I  have  such 
pleasant  recollections  of  a  visit  to  Windermere  that 
I  was  very  glad  to  hear  from  Mr;  Gatey,  jun;,  one 
of  the  secretaries,  that  ,1  have  been  elected  an 


honorary  member.;  Writing  from  Windermere  on 
June  7,  he  says: — 

"  Deab  Sir, — At  a  meeting  of  the  council  of  this 
association  held  to-day  it  was  proposed  by  the 
president,  Mr.  Midwood,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Storey,  that  you  bo  elected  an  honorary  member 
of  this  association,  and  I  was  instructed  to  write 
and  acquaint  you  of  the  resolution; 

"I  may  say  that  we  are  proposing  to  erect  a 
hatchery  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  (^unsey — which 
is  just  across  the  lake  from  Beech  Hill,  where  you 
spent  some  time  a  couple  of  years  ago — and  hope 
by  turning  some  250,000  two-year-olds  of  different 
breeds  into  the  lake  each  year  to  very  much  improve 
the  fishing. 

"  Also  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  change 
of  name  of  this  association  from  the  English  Lake 
District  Angling  Association.-  -Yours  faithfully, 
J' George  Gatey,  jun;  (Sec.).'2 

I  have  ventured  to  suggest  to  Mr;  Gatey  that 
unless  they  have  plenty  of  money  and  a  really  good 
pisciculturist  it  would  be  better  to  buy  yearlings 
and  two-year-olds  from  the  best  breeders;  A 
hatchery  is  always  an  anxiety,  and  I  have  known 
so  many  started  by  associations  which  had  to  be 
abandoned,  and  others  where  the  fish  bred  were 
poor  weakly  things,  that  I  should  always  vote 
against  spending  funds  on  breeding,  except  in 
certain  special  cases;  There  are  so  many  good 
trout  breeders  now  that  I  am  sure  it  is  cheaper  to 
buy  from  them  than  to  breed  locally; 

R.  B.  MABSTOlfj 


TORPEDO  ELECTRIC  RAY  IN  THE  TAW, 


[Mr.  Jack  Wilson  kindly  sends  me  a  cutting 
from  the  North  Devon  Journal  describing  a  curious 
catch  on  the  Taw.  He  saw  the  fish,  and  says  it  was 
very  ugly  indeed.  He  says  some  fine  salmon  have 
been  taken  in  the  Taw. — R.  B.  M.] 

"  An  extraordinary  catch  was  made  by  a  Bam- 
stapla  fisherman  in  the  Taw.  This  proved  an  excep- 
tionally fine  specimen  of  the  torpedo  electric  ray  or 
numb  fish,  and  it  was  fortunate  that  it  was  dead 
when  found,  left  stranded  by  the  tide,  otherwise  the 
unexpected  take  might  have  had  an  unpleasant  con- 
sequence for  Mr.  Mock.  Later  it  was  displayed  in 
the  window  of  Messrs.  Mock  &  Son,  fishmongers, 
Barnstaple,  and  proved  a  centre  of  interest  to  a 
large  number  of  people.  The  electric  ray  is  very 
common  in  the  Mediterranean  and  South  American 
waters,  and  an  occasional  specimen  is  taken  off  the 
South  of  Ireland  and  along  the  Cornish  coast,  but 
this  is  the  first  time  one  has  bean  caught  in  the  Taw. 
Tt  weighs  exactly  5filb.,  being  about  4  tin.  long  and 
2Sin.  wide,  although  measurement  was  somewhat 
difficult  owing  to  the  shrinkage  of  the  upper  surface 
of  the  liuge  round  disc,  of  which  the  fisli  principally 
consists,  leading  to  a  contraction  of  the  borders  and 
exposure  of  the  white  underpart.  A  short  account 
of  the  electric  ray  will  doubtless  be  interesting  to 
the  many  who  inspected  it.  The  disc  in  shape 
approaches  to  the  circular  form,  and  is  plump  and 
soft ;  the  interior  border,  unlike^ther  raj-s,  formed 
of  two  slight  advances  in  front.  With  a  small  retrac- 
tion between  them.  The  caudal  portion  short  and 
stout,  ending  in  a  fin  which  has  a  lobe  below  and 
above.  The  plump  space  between  the  head 
branchiae  and  pectoral  fins  is  occupied  by  the  elec- 
trical apparatus,  the  natvire  of  which  has  rendered 
this  genus  of  fishes  famous.  The  surface  is  smooth. 
There  are  two  dorsal  fins.  Owing  to  its  extraordi- 
nary properties  of  being  able  to  numb  its  prey  or 
adversaries  by  means  of  an  electrical  discharge,  the 
torpedo  electric  ray  has  been  the  subject  of  com- 
ment from  the  times  of  Pliny,  Plato,  and  the  earliest 
philosophers,  and  its  original  name,  '  narke,'  shows 
an  early  recognition  of  its  distinguishing  nmnbing 
properties.  It  is  said  to  be  able  to  discharge  a 
shock  through  the  medium  of  a  fisherman's  net 
snfficiontly  strong  to  render  usele.is  the  arm  of  the 
fisherman,  and  that  tlie  shock  can  be  conveyed 
through  a  stick  or  ii'on  bar  should  the  front  of  the 
ray  be  touched.  Experiments  have  proved  that  if 
placed  in  a  vessel  of  sea  water,  and  that  if  a  stream 
of  the  water  is  poured  on  the  hand  or  foot,  the 
electric  infiuence  is  conveyed.  Tiie  electric  fluid, 
the  collection  of  which  ceases  after  death,  is  used  to 
numb  its  prey,  and  the  ray  shows  remarkable  agility 
for  its  bulk  in  seizing  and  consuming  different  kinds 
of  swiftly-moving  fish  which  come  within  the  radius 
of  its  influence.  Probably  the  specimen  causht  on 
Tuesday  was  stranded  by  the  morning  tide,  and 
died  during  the  day  before  its  discovery." 
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"WHAT  I  SAW  AND  HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON,    AND  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
By  Philip  Geen. 


{Continued  from  'page  363.) 

It  is  of  Carrick  that  I  shall  have  much  to  say,  of 
hoth  river  and  sea  fishing,  as  it  was  thero  [  had  sfreat 
fun  and  pleasure  from  both  pursuits.  You  will  be 
pleased  Avith  the  Glencolumbkille  Hotel,  its  genial 
host  and  painstaking  hostess,  witli  the  largo  and 
pleasant  reception  rooms,  and  the  abundant  pro- 
vision for  the  Donegal  appetite,  which  it  is  expected 
will  always  be  with  j'ou. 

The  town  lies  at  the  base  of  Slieve  League,  and 
immediately  beyond  the  topmost  point  there  is  an 
almost  upright  fall  into  the  Atlantic.  The  moun- 
tain must  be  climbed  to  the  One  Man's  P-ass,  where 
the  huge  chfi's  that  fringe  this  coast  maj'-  bo  seen  in 
all  their  grandeur,  and  where  mighty  waves  come 
thundering  in  against  the  highest  sea  cliff  I  have 
ever  seen.  The  Pass  is  a  narrow  ridge  with  a  steep 
slope  seawards.  It  is  safe  enough  for  anyone  sure- 
footed, but  the  nervous  should  retreat  long  beforo 
they  feel  the  swimming  in  the  head  that  comes  on 
many  at  such  heights. 

The  hotel  is  at  times  much  frequented  by  anglers, 
as,  in  addition  to  the  Glen  and  Owenwee  rivers, 
there  are  numerous  lakes,  and,  after  or  befo''e,  as 
the  weather  may  suit,  the  best  possitile  sea  fishing. 
The  host  and  hostess,  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Walker,  gave  us 
a  kindly  welcome  and  a  substantial  lunch,  which 
Mere  all  the  more  acceptable  as  this  was  to  be  our 
home  for  a  week  or  more.  Indeed,  I  recall  with 
pleasure  how  glad  I  felt  to  find  Carrick  quite  up  to 
the  expectations  I  had  formed  of  it  from  the  reports 
of  friends. 

W e  found  the  rivers  too  low  for  fishing,  but  there 
remained  a  choice  between  a  number  of  lakes,  over 
which  visitors  to  the  hotel  could  fish,  and  the  sea. 
Billy,  the  man  introduced  to  us  by  our  host  as  an 
excellent  gillie,  advised  our  trying  the  latter. 

I  have  never  been  able  to  be  stand-offish  with 
gillies,  as  some  are  who  believe  this  necessary  for 
the  keeping  of  them  in  their  proper  place.  This  may 
be  partly  due  to  my  having  been  so  many  weeks 
together  for  so  many,  many  years  with  McLeish, 
who  needed  no  such  treatment.  I  have  nearly 
always  been  lucky  in  my  gillies,  and  I  was  particu- 
larly so  at  Carrick.  When  I  am  to  be  with  a  man 
for  many  days  I  begin  by  taking  him  entirely  into 
my  confidence.  I  tell  him  m  hat  I  most  wish  for  and 
the  extent  of  my  Imowledge  as  to  the  best  methods 
of  reahsing  my  wish,  and  I  show  him  my  gear  and 
lures.  Then  I  add  what  I  always  feel :  "  Well, 
Billy,  lucky  or  unlucky,  I  hope  we  shall  learn  some- 
thing of  each  other,  and  be  very  comfortable 
together.". 

It  was  only  when  the  wind  came  on  to  blow  and 
the  waves  to  roll  a  bit  that  I  realised  how  self- 
sacrificing  Billy  had  been  in  voting  for  what  was  so 
likely  to  be  troublesome  to  him.  This,  and  the 
game  way  in  which  he  fought  against  his  troubles 
until  he  was  floored,  and  his,  "  Shure,  I'll  not  be 
lavin'  the  boat ;  it's  meself  that  will  be  a  sailor 
when  empty,"  qmte  won  me,  and  we  were  fast 
friends  thereafter. 

The  degree  of  enjoyment  to  be  derived  from  the 
sport  of  angling  depends  upon  the  nearness  of  tlie 
appliances  used  to  what  is  actually  necessary.  This 
is  more  frequently  lost  sight  of  in  sea  angling  than 
in  any  other,  and  is  pardonable,  seeing  how  new  the 
sport  is  and  how  uniform  the  exclamations  of  the 
professional  salts  are  when  they  get  a  siglit  of  a  slim 
rod  and  fine  tackle.  Wlien  they  first  see  my  little 
rod,  fine  blue  line,  and  almost  invisible  wire  trace, 
they  always  prophesy,  "  That  gear'll  get  carried 
away,  sir  ;  you'd  better  let  I  put  out  the  hand- 
lines."  I  hope,  therefore,  you  will  not  think  it 
amiss  if  I  offer  a  description  of  my  pollack  outfit, 
which  is,  to  me,  the  up-to-date  result  of  my  nearly 
fifty  years'  experience. 

To  assist  my  readers  to  understand  the  more 
readily,  my  son  has  given  a  photo  of  our  two  rods 
and  tackle. 

Rods. — The  rods  are  6ft.  6in.  lengths  of  bamboo 
that  will  bend  very  considerably  before  there  is  any 
danger  of  a  break.  The  tops  are  a  trifle  stouter 
than  for  a  spinning  rod,  and  from  that  the  size  of 
the  6ft.  6in.  cane  can  be  guessed.  They  weigh  14oz. 
each.  They  are  fitted  with  three  porcelain  rings, 
of  which  the  top  one  is  gin.  in  diameter,  outer 
measurement,  and  the  two  lower  fin.  The  material 
for  the  rings  had  been  quite  a  distressing  question 


to  me  for  as  long  as  I  can  remember,  until  Mr. 
Harris  solved  the  problem  by  making  them  of  porce- 
lain and  sending  me  a  set  to  try.  The  rods  were 
made  to  my  order  and  to  my  satisfaction  by  Mr. 
Ogden  Smith,  of  Twickenham. 

Winch. — Diameter,  Sin.  ;  depth,  IJin.  Let  it  be 
of  best  quality,  of  wood  freely  running  on  good 
metal  foundations.  Keep  all  metal  and  woodwork 
well  oiled. 

Lines. — What  is  the  best  material  for  lines  1  This 
has  been  an  oft-fought  battle.  We  have  seen  as 
champions  tanned  hemp,  dyed  flax,  twisted  cotton, 
plaited  linen.  Then,  with  loud  pronouncement, 
came  the  wire  lines,  drawn  out  from  all  kinds  of 
tougli  metals.  They  had  a  short  and  merry  day, 
kinked,  and  exit-ed.  I  still  recommend  plaited  silk. 
Dye  it  a  dark  blue — Maypole  soap  does  it  effectually 
and  without  injury — and  so  fill  it  with  mutton  fat 
that  there  can  be  no  room  in  it  for  rotting  sea-salts. 
Also  mark  off,  with  pieces  of  white  silk  sewn  in,  the 
two-distances,  1.5yds.  and  .30yds. 

Leads. — To  the  line  is  attached  a  Geen's  lead  that 
has  a  swivel  at  each  end.    They  are  made  in  all 
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sizes,  from  ^-oz.  to  4oz.  The  two  showing  are  loz. 
and  4oz. 

Trace. — The  trace  is  of  annealed  wire,  5ft.  in 
length,  with  sufficient  spring  to  keep  it  straight,  and 
yet  so  pliable  that  it  can  be  twisted  four  times  round 
when  forming  the  loops  that  fasten  it  to  the  lead 
and  lure.  This  wire  is  blackened  when  made,  and 
is  so  fine  that  it  is  less  visible  than  the  finest  gut. 

Worms. — Rubber  worms  are  undoubtedly  by  far 
the  best  all-round  bait.  The  red  rubber  is  more 
generally  preferred,  but,  towards  evening  and  on 
dark  days,  I  have  found  white  more  killing,  while  on 
very  blight  days  black  will  sometimes  call  them 
when  others  fail.  The  photo  shows  the  extremes  in 
sizes  that  I  use.  Even  the  smaller  is  larger  than  is 
used,  or,  rather,  I  should  say,  was  use^  in  many 
places  where  I  have  visited.  It  is  Heafder's  No. 
365  D,  and  measures  lin.  in  circumference  and  6|in. 
in  length.  The  dimensions  of  the  larger  one  are 
l|in.  b}'  8|in. 


The  salmon  netting  season  was  in  full  swing,  and 
it  was  no  rare  occurrence  for  a  hundred  to  be  taken 
in  one  haul  of  the  net  in  the  bay  by  the  owner's  (Sir 
James  Musgrave's)  men,  while  at  the  same  time  in- 
dependent boats  were  reaping  a  rich  harvest  beyond 
in  the  open  sea.  This  great  rush  of  business  made 
sea-going  boats  scarce,  and  I  was  therefore  grateful 
to  the  schoolmaster,  Mr.  J.  Boyle,  who  freely  offered 
me  the  use  of  his.  It  is  quite  three  miles  to  the 
pier-head  from  which  it  was  arranged  to  start,  so 
we  determined  on  the  use  of  a  car,  one  of  many  at 
the  hotel.  We  were  very  pleased  with  this  ride,  as 
it  enabled  us  the  better  to  enjoy  a  sight  of  the 
beautiful  bay,  the  scenery  surrounding  it,  and  the 
fishers  thereon. 

The  first  photo  shows  a  portion  of  the  bay  looking 
towards  Carrick.  The  second  is  the  lower  end  as  it 
enters  the  sea.  The  well-constructed  and  useful 
pier  was  erected  by  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
a  body  of  men  who  deserve  lasting  credit,  even  if 
their  good  works  were  limited  to  the  piers  from 
which  I  have  started  and  the  boats  I  have  fished 
from. 

It  was  about  eleven  o'clock  when  we  started  in 
the  boat  to  try  our  luck,  and  very  soon  my  son  was 
prepared  to  drop  the  bait  overboard  ;  but  Billy's 
and  Paddy's  curiosity,  which  had  been  growing  with 
the  putting  together  of  the  rod  and  tackle,  caused 
them  to  cease  rowing  and  Paddy  to  ask,  "  Faix,  it's 
not  Irish  poUack  you'll  be  after  with  a  thread  that 
it's  meself  can't  see  ?  "•  His  doubts  varied  only  in 
his  manner  of  expressing  them  from  what  I  had  so 
often  heard  before,  so  that  I  was  ready  to  say,  "  Row 
on  ;  we  shall  soon  see." 

As  my  son  was  letting  out  the  fine  I  looked  over 
the  side  that  I  might  tell  him  of  the  depth  at  which 
to  fish.  I  had  only  time  to  see  the  great  weeds  that 
grew  everywhere  in  sight  before  a  tussle  commenced, 
which  the  boatmen  felt  fully  convinced,  so  we 
gathered  later  on,  would  end  in  loss  of  much  "  con- 
sate  and  gear."-  Kirk  had  guessed  all  this,  and  was 
at  times  dangerously  overcareful,  and  the  battle 
appeared  the  longest  I  ever  knew  with  a  pollack. 
I  had  time  to  think  of  the  poet  Gay's  hnes : 

"  And  now  again,  impatient  of  the  wound. 
He  rolls  and  vn-ithes  his  straining  body  round ; 
Then  headlong  shoots  beneath  the  dashing  tide. 
The  trembling  fins  the  boiling  wave  divide. 
Now  hope  exalts  the  fisher's  beating  heart. 
Now  he  turns  pale  and  fears  his  dubious  art ; 
He  views  the  trembUng  fish  with  longing  eyes, 
While  the  line  stretches  with  th'  on  wieldly  prize. " 

At  last  I  got  him  on  the  gaff,  and  then  our  boat- 
men knew  that  a  12lb.  fish  had  failed  to  cause  a 
break.  Their  eyes  were  widely  open  and  their  hats 
tilted  by  fingers  that  scratched  their  scalps,  which 
is  their  method  of  giving  expression  to  wonderment 
beyond  their  power  of  speech.  Another,  and 
another,  and  yet  another  was  hooked,  played,  and 
gaffed  before  my  rod  was  ready,  and  when  I  did 
commence  it  was  by  no  means  a  rare  occurrence  for 
us  both  to  be  simultaneously  doing  our  best  to 
thwart  the  desperate  dives  of  frantic  fish  to  regain 
their  home  amongst  the  deep-down,  weedy  rocks. 

It  is  really  with  us  now  as  it  was  in  our  youth : 
we  most  require  what  is  most  in  season,  be  it 
marbles,  tops,  or  buttons.  Even  in  Moses'  time 
first  fruits  were  at  a  premium.  We  long  for  the 
fifteenth  of  January  and  our  first  salmon,  the  first 
of  April  for  trout,  the  twelfth  of  August  for  grouse, 
and  the  sport  of  every  other  season  on  its  birthday. 
Soon  it  will  be  knowTi  by  all  sportsmen  (the  know- 
ledge grows  apace)  that  there  is  a  sport  as  glorious 
in  its  season  as  any  of  these. 

Salmon  fishing  is  costly,  trout  fishing  precarious, 
and  grouse  shooting  not  infrequently  a  sight  of 
birds  deliberately  made  wild  and  a  free  hand 
with  rabbits.  Pollack  jishing  is  cheap  and  the  fish 
imsophisticated.  They  are  absolutely  on  the  wait 
for  your  lure,  and  will  let  you  know  it  without  a 
moment's  hesitation.  Their  appetites  scarcely  ever 
fail,  and,  no  matter  how  full  they  may  be,  they  make 
noble  efforts  for  just  one  more.  They  are  so 
jealously  hungry  when  another  gets  the  bait  before 
them  that  they  will  follow  the  hooked  one  to 
within  a  yard  of  the  gaff,  and  when  you  commence 
to  let  out  again  for  another  try  your  bait  will  some- 
times be  seized  with  such  violence  as  will  teach  you 
to  keep  your  fingers  clear  of  the  handle  of  your 
winch. 

It  was  soon  midday,  and  the  sky  everywhere  a 
perfect  blue,  with  the  sun  atjits  highest,  blazing 
down  with  great  effect^on  our  necks  and  noses,  and 
yet  the  fish  bit  as  if  it  were  early  dawn  or  the  time 
that  comes  ?.>etweeii  the  setting^of  the  sun  and  dark 
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night.  No  skill  was  used,  such  as  is  sometimes 
needed,  of  exactitude  in  speeii  or  the  angle  at  which 
to  approach  a  bUnd  rook  so  that  the  fish  should  have 
the  best  chance.  Neither  had  we,  as  is  usual,  to 
turn  back  over  a  spot  from  whence  we  had  taken  a 
good  fish,  knowing  that,  there,  others  were  Ukely  to 
be  as  willing  as  the  too  lucky  one  at  our  first  offering. 
A  heavy  hang  on  the  hnc,  a  strong,  holding  pull  as 
good  judgment  permitted,  a  game  fight,  the  gaff, 


back  the  boat  over  and  beyond  the  spot  to  which 
the  line  pointed,  so  as  to  be  drawing  him  out  the 
way  he  entered.  These  variations,  not  altogether 
unpleasant,  made  the  only  breaks  in  our  triumphant 
progress.  No  mishaps,  no  breakings,  until  the  boat 
was  too  full  of  fish  for  cleanly  comfort,  and  we  had 
to  return  to  Teelin  Pier.  A  small  crowd  had 
gathered  at  tlie  landing  place  in  consequence  of 
reports  spread  by  the  . watchful  coastguards  that 
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and  so  on  and  on,  without  intermission  until 
lunch  time. 

The  absolute  calm  that  prevailed  enabled  us  to 
iand  in  a  fracture  of  the  mighty  wall  that  bounds  in 
the  ocean  here.  What  glorious  appetites  we  had 
after  such  a  morning's  sport  in  such  a  place  !  We 
were  made  thirsty,  too,  by  the  sniff  and  taste  of 
Atlantic  salt.  The  opening  of  the  luncheon  basket, 
forgotten  until  now,  was  a  matter  of  moment,  and 


"  the  strangers  who  were  fishing  with  rods  "  were 
returning  A^ith  a  boat  nearly  full  of  fish. 

Pollack  do  not  stand  low  in  the  scale  of  edible 
fish.  It  is,  to  my  mind,  infinitely  to  be  preferred  to 
the  indigestible  cod,  and  if  you  will,  during  your 
day's  fishing,  select  as  many  as  may  be  needed  for 
the  hotel  from  amongst  the  four  to  six-pounders 
(the  heavier  arc  rather  coarser  eating),  and  have 
them  gutted  as  soon  as  caught,  and,  when  well 
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I  watched  the  operation  until  nearly  all  was  emptied 
out  before  my  great  thirst  caused  me  to  cry  out  as 
I  mopped  my  brow,  "  Surely  we  have  the  claret 
with  us  !  "-    We  ha<l. 

Our  stay,  only  just  sufficient,  was  cut  short  by 
the  rising  tide,  and  we  were  soon  afloat  again  and 
as  busy  as  before.  Now  and  then  a  heavy  fish 
would,  in  spite  of  the  greatest  strain  possible,  suc- 
ceed in  reg.'iining  his  weedy  haunts,  and  we  had  to 


cleaned,  tied  by  the  tail  to  the  side  of  the  boat  and 
allowed  to  drip  dry,  j'ou  will  not  only  bo  pleased 
with  the  result,  but  j'ou  will  proijably  be  the 
recipient  of  congratulations  from  the  other 
guests,  together  with  manifestations  of  respect 
from  the  servants.  ; 

I  can  tell  you  that  pollack  thus  cleaned  won  for 
me  the  affection  of  an  Irish  maid  named  Bridget. 
She  showed  her  affection  in  innumerable  little  ways, 


that  added  much  to  my  comfort  during  my  long 
stay,  and  much  to  my  respect  for  her.  Later  on, 
in  pro])er  place,  I  will  introduce  you  to  Bridget, 
when  you,  too,  must  perforce  admire  her  excellent 
qualities,  which,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  are  some- 
what due  to  the  help  of  her  excellent  training  that 
she  received  while  with  Mrs.  Walker,  our  present 
hostess.  In  the  meantime,  be  advised ;  have  your 
fish  cleaned  in  the  boat  as  near  the  time  of  capture 
as  possible.  It  will  improve  the  fish,  tend  to  smooth 
your  path,  and  often  be  a  great  help  to  the  hard- 
worked  cook  or  kitchen-maid. 

(To  be  continued.) 


NOTES   ON  NATUBAL-FLY 
FISHING  OE  DAPPING. 
By  Benwyan.; 


{Concluded  from  page  364.) 
Striking  and  Playing: 

From  such  study  as  I  have  made  of  the  subject 
on  the  spot,  I  have  gathered  the  impression  that  in 
dapping  it  is  not  well  either  to  strike  too  fast  or  to 
play  a  fish  for  too  long  a  time,  for  fear  of  wearing 
out  a  bad  hold.  The  hook  probably  on  most 
occasions  hanging  vertically  in  the  double  dap, 
may  not  be  so  presented  as  to  fasten  at  a  touch, 
while  there  is  but  little  of  the  footline  in  the  water, 
and  the  rest  of  the  line  is  stretched  by  the  wind ; 
then  a  nervously  quick  jerk  may  snap  the  fly  away, 
or  else  either  break  the  gut  or  the  light  hold  taken, 
though  in  general  a  missed  fish  was  seldom  or  never 
felt  at  all.  It  might  be  also  that  when  a  good  trout 
rises  from  some  depth  obliquely  in  clear  lake  water, 
it  is  seen  coming  so  much  before  its  grasp  is  made — • 
though  the  time  is  inappreciable — that  by  a  quick 
strike  the  fly  is  taken  almost  out  of  its  mouth.  A 
good  deal'  may  depend  upon  accident,  but  when  I 
have  tried  quick  striking  against  the  slower  striking 
of  a  companion  in  the  boat,  the  results  were  in 
favour  of  the  last,  and  the  misses  mostly  mine: 
Trying  to  count  "  one,  two,"  or  "  one,  two,  three,'' 
on  seeing  the  rise,  and  then  turning  the  wrist,  not 
snatching  violently,  though  somewhat  difficult  at 
first,  has  seemed  to  be  the  surest  way  of  hooking, 
from  which  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  trout  has 
had  time  to  get  the  whole  dap  well  into  his  mouth, 
and  has  closed  upon  it,  being  struck  before  it  had 
found  anjrthing  amiss.  That  it  should  make  such  a 
discovery  quickly  seems  rather  against  the  idea  of 
fishes'  mouths  being  more  or  less  insensible  to  pain- 
ful feeling,  but  it  is  certain  that  fish  can  eject  with 
force  things  taken  into  their  mouths  of  which  they 
do  not  approve,  thereby  indicating  a  delicate  sense 
of  touch  or  of  taste  having  prompted  the  action.  In 
this  connection  I  may  mention  having  heard  of,  as 
well  as  seen,  trout  played  and  brought  close  to  the 
landing  net  when  the  hold  broke,  while  the  fiish,  not 
knowing  of  its  freedom,  stayed  where  it  was  long 
enough  to  be  scooped  into  and  taken  with  the  net. 
It  is  sometimes  said  that  badly-hooked  trout  jump 
often  ;  yet  in  my  dapping  experience  I  have  had 
hard  fights  with  large  trout,  which  sprung  out  of  the 
water  much  more  often  than  the  traditional  once 
for  each  pound  of  their  weight — sometimes  high 
enough  for  the  buzz  of  their  vibrating  tails  to  be 
heard,  and  were  after  all  found  to  be  well  hooked 
with  the  comparatively  small  dap-hooks  in  common 
use.  It  is  always  an  instruction  in  such  cases  to 
di'op  the  point  of  the  rod  when  the  fish  jumps.  I 
tried,  rather,  not  to  either  relax  or  increase  the  strain 
that  kept  the  line  taut  and  the  rod  bent.  If  the  fish 
was  a  good  way  off,  it  hardly  mattered  what  one  did, 
if  the  line  was  not  allowed  to  slacken  much,  thus 
giving  the  chance  of  an  ugly  chuck.  By  keeping 
some  strain  always  on,  I  have  taken  a  good  trout,  in 
prime  condition,  of  about  51b.  weight,  with  a  No.  7 
hook,  the  whole  point  and  barb  of  which  had  broken 
off,  and  which  fell  out  of  the  fish's  mouth  in  the  net: 
Fish  practise  these  jumping  gj-mnastics  usually  at 
some  little  distance  away ;  still,  I  have  been  credibly 
informed  of  a  case  in  which  one  of  these  jumping 
trout  sprung  into  the  air  and  actually  fell  into  the 
angler's  boat  long  before  he  was  fit  for  the  net. 

One  day  I  was  dapping  with  a  relative  on  Lough 
Arrow,  and  while  we  were  having  poor  luck,  we  saw 
another  boat  a  long  way  off  with  one  of  the  rods  in 
it  bent  playing  a  fish.  Every  time  we  looked  in 
that  direction  for  more  than  an  hour  a  bent  rod  was 
seen,  leading  us  to  think  those  distant  anglers  from 
Boyle  were  having  noble  sport,  while  we  had  very 
Uttle.    We  afterwards  learned  the  boat  contained  a 
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party  of  officers;  one  of  whom  hfed  never  dapped 
before,  but  had  spent  a  great  part  of  the  day  playing 
a  211b.  trout,  the  only  fish  they  had  caught; 

As  a  rule  in  lake  dapping  it  is  not  well  to  play 
one's  fish  too  softly,  or  to  allow  them  to  get  too  far 
away  and  out  of  hand.  It  is  better  to  play  them 
under  the  rod  as  much  as  possible,  and  to  hold  this 
up,  working  to  windward  of  the  boat,  and  not  to 
waste  minutes  when  a  feed  is  going  on;  Two  rods 
in  a  boat  may  have  hooked  trout  at  the  same  time, 
when  it  requires  caution  to  avoid  fouling,  and  it  may 
be  necessary  to  exchange  the  rods,  passing  them 
from  one  person  to  the  other  perhaps  more  than 
once;  Happenings  of  this  sort  increase  the  pleasure 
of  success; 

I  have  a  little  old  trout  rod  of  greenheart,  lift,  in 
length,  by  Martin  Kelly,  of  Dublin,  in  my  possession 
for  more  than  thirty  years;  It  was  always  very 
flexible,  but  is  less  so  now  since  I  had  it  steel-ribbed 
by  Fosters;  One  stormy  day,  while  obliged  to  hug 
the  shore  for  shelter,  passing  inside  a  belt  of  reeds, 
my  son  (a  schoolboy  then)  hooked  with  it  a  great, 
ill-favoured  91b  trout  of  the  long  Tom  order;  After 
a  protracted  play,  with  many  difficulties  on  account 
of  the  wind  and  our  position,  we  managed  to  get  tho 
fish  netted,  and  found  him  "  ugly  enough  to  give 
away."  It  can  scarcely  have  risen  10ft;  from  the 
boat,  and  played  no  better  than  a  pike  would  have 
done,  nor  was  it  ever  given  many  yards  of  lino.  If 
it  had  been  in  good  condition,  situated  as  we  were, 
I  doubt  that  we  would  ever  have  handled  it.  I  do 
not  remember  having  caught  many  larger  trout 
than  this,  but  have  taken  numbers  not  so  heavy 
far  better  worth  having,  and  I  have  seen  over  thirty 
of  varying  weights  from  lib.  to  81b;  killed  by  one 
rod  in  a  day's  dapping,  but  that  was  in  the  good 
old  times  ;  57^1b.  to  two  boats  one  day  last  season 
(1903)  is  the  largest  bag  I  have  heard  of  in  recent 
years  on  western  waters; 

Jinking; 

While  playing  the  good  fish  caught  by  dapping  in 
the  large  lakes,  the  quick,  short  jerking  of  the  fish 
called  "  jigging  '-'  or  "  jinking  "-  is  often  felt ;  so 
frequently  in  fact  as  to  diminish  the  apprehension 
then  so  frequent  as  to  a  successful  issue, 
although  the  sensation  is  scarcely  a  pleasant  one. 
References  to  it  occur  in  the  pages  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  recent  years  where  the  ways  in  which 
it  is  caused  are  discussed;  By  western  anglers 
it  is  often  thought  to  arise  from  the  hooked 
fish  boring  downwards  until  his  tail  comes  within 
reach  of  the  "  snell  -'  or  footline,  which,  with  or 
without  design,  it  frequently  strikes;  However 
caused,  whether  in  this  way,  by  shaking  of  the  head 
or  setting  backwards  of  the  fish,  it  does  not  continue 
during  tho  whole  of  a  fight,  but  rather  occurs 
between  the  fish's  rushes,  and,  except  in  cases  of  a 
bad  hold,  seldom  accompanies  a  breakage. 

Artificial  Deakes; 

During  the  dapping  season  artificial  Drakes  are 
seldom  used,  except  perhaps  for  trailing,  when  row- 
ing back  to  come  down  a  drift  again;  If  flies  run 
short  there  is  no  reason  why  one  or  two  small-sized 
artificial  Drakes  should  not  be  cast  over  likely  spots. 
The  larger  May  Flies  are  not  easy  to  send  out  against 
wind,  and  dapping  rods  (unless  they  be  salmon  rods, 
as  is  sometimes  the  case)  are  not  often  well  adapted 
for  casting;  The  artificial  Drakes  of  former  days 
were  tied  more  after  tho  shape  of  salmon  or 
■  lake  flies,  with  gosling-green  bodies  and  wings  of 
widgeon  feathers,  dyed  with  turmeric  of  a  bright 
yellow;  Trout  were  occasionally  taken  with  them, 
and  for  trolling  purposes  I  doubt  if  the  most  modern 
structures  would  do  much  better; 

There  is  a  form  of  artificial  spinning  May  Fly  of 
ray  invention  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Allcock,  which 
I  think  would  be  useful  for  trailing  slowly,  swivels 
'  being  used.  The  wings  are  translucent,  and  it  was 
figured  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  May  3,  1902,  vol; 
xliv.  ;  but  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  trying  it 
in  tho  May  Fly  regions  of  tho  west;  In  one  stream 
where  I  did  so  it  proved  attractive; 

In  the  lake  country  of  the  centre  and  West  of 
Ireland,  where  dapping  is  practised,  there  is  often  a 
good  deal  of  picturesque  interest  of  its  kind  in  the 
surrounding  landscape,  together  with  that  which  is 
always  found  to  accompany  the  association  of 
woods,  foliage,  heathery  bogs,  marshes,  masses  of 
rushes  and  water,  with  sometimes  boats,  glimpses 
of  distant  hills,  reflections,  and  fine  arrangements 
of  clouds  when  tho  sky  is  not  quite  clear; 

Tho  pursuit  of  game,  animals  and  fish,  may  in- 
clude several  kinds  of  sport,  unaccompanied  with 
•^•jvcro  labour,  but  excepting  that  of  rowing,  which 


falls  mostly  to  the  boatman's  share,  lake  dapping  is 
prominent  for  its  combination  of  splendid  sport  with 
a  maximum  of  relaxation,  enhanced  by  the  exhaust- 
less  hope,  which,  whether  it  savours  of  the  gambling 
propensity  or  not,  provides  the  largest  part  of  the  fas- 
cination connected  with  angling.  Nor  is  the  expense 
as  yet  severe,  compared  with  that  attendant  upon 
ordinary  fishing  tours  in  Great  Britain;  Quarters  may 
at  times  lack  tho  luxury  which  trippers  or  pseudo- 
sportsmen  are  wont  to  consider  essential  when  they 
wander  from  homo,  but  they  arc  often  clean,  good, 
and  sufficiently  well  provided,  at  a  sum  inclusive  of 
boat  and  boatman,  of  rather  under,  or  slightly  over, 
£.5  per  week  all  told.  Tho  dapping  season  of  each 
lake  lasts  from  fifteen  to  twenty  or  twenty-five  days, 
commencing  earliest  to  the  eastward,  and  generally 
ending  in  the  month  of  June; 

Towards  and  after  tho  end  of  tho  Drake  season  a 
largo  chestnut-orange  variety  of  the  Wall  Fly  (or 
Sedge  Fly  ?)  appears  in  tho  evening,  often  about 
boggy  banks;  It  is  used  for  dapping  in  such  lakes 
as  Lough  Arrow  in  tho  same  way  as  tho  May  Fly, 
and  with  much  success; 

Wall  Fly  Fishing; 
In  tho  "  leafy  month  of  Juno,"  particularly  at  a 
late  hour  in  the  evening,  what  is  called  tho  Wall  Fly 
or  Stone  Fly  in  tho  West  of  Ireland  rises  from  its 
caddis,  and  is  found  in  great  numbers  in  tho  air, 
upon  herbage,  walls,  and  stones,  and  near  a  river 


"    Wall  Fly. 

often  upon  one's  coat  or  hat;  Tliis  can  scarcely  be 
the  Stone  Fly  of  some  angling  books,  for  it  has  no 
tails  as  therein  represented,  but  two  longish  horns, 
or  antennjB,  from  the  head;  Fly  nomenclature 
varies  in  various  places,  and  this  one  is  doubtless 
perfectly  well  known  by  another  name;  I  find  the 
nearest  approach  to  it  in  such  books  as  I  have  to 
hand  is  the  natural  Alder  Fly,  figured  in  "  Angling 
for  Game  Fish,''  by  "  Bickerdyke,"  p.  45  ;  but  its 
arrival  upon  rivers  in  May  is  rather  early,  though 
this  might  depend  upon  locaUty.  It  also  closely  re- 
sembles tho  Sedge  Fly  illustrated  in  Mr.  Marston's 
article  on  caddis  flies  {Fishing  Gazette,  vol.  xli.,  p. 
472,  fig.  A).  I  have  seen  a  similar  fly  in  Switzerland 
of  smaller  size,  and  for  lack  of  better  means  to 
identify  it,  I  give  a  rough  figure  of  it  from 
memory.  I  have  often  imitated  it  in  various 
materials,  of  which  feathers  for  the  wings  were  the 
least  satisfactory,  and  some  tissue  or  celluloid  film 
the  most  so,  as  to  form,  if  not  always  for  colour. 
The  gutta-percha  tissue  used  in  surgery  makes  the 
wings  well,  and  with  a  sheen  not  unlike  that  of  the 
insect,  but  it  is  extremely  perishable,  and  if  kept  for 
any  long  time,  falls  to  pieces;  The  body,  if  made  of 
singed  cork,  closely  resembles  nature,  and  the  legs 
may  be  of  fine  aluminium  wire,  gut,  or  bristle 
coloiired,  or  of  the  hair-like  points  of  the  finest 
flexible  porcupine's  quiUs.  If  made  hackle  fashion, 
a  very  small  landrail's  feather  may  be  used.  Any 
pointed,  stiff,  fine  bristle  of  dark  colour  from  a  hare's 
mask,  or  a  couple  of  fibres  from  a  coarse  brpwnish 
cock's  hackle,  will  answer  for  the  horns; 

Some  time  must  be  spent  in  order  to  collect  a 
sufficient  stock  of  those  flies  for  an  evening's  fishing, 
as  they  are  rather  active,  but  those  of  one  day  will 
do  quite  well  for  the  next;  An  old-fashioned  recep- 
tacle for  them  was  the  upper  part  of  a  cow's  horn, 
pierced  with  many  small  gimlet  holes  for  ventilation, 
and  cut  across  at  the  point  so  as  to  leave  a  small 
opening — to  be  stopped  with  a  peg — for  the  flies  to 
crawl  out  of  when  wanted.  The  other  end  of  the 
horn  was  bottomed  with  a  piece  of  wood  having  an 
aperture  through  which  to  introduce  the  flies,  closed 
by  a  cork  or  sliding  cover. 

Armed  with  a  hornful  of  flies  and  a  handy  river 
trout  rod,  with  a  line  ending  in  a  fine  but  strong 
yard  or  yard  and  a  half  of  gut,  and  a  single  No.  1  or 
No.  0  bare  hook,  new  scale  (No.  12  or  13  old  scale), 
at  the  end,  one  approaches  the  river  about  sundown, 
prepared  to  wade,  when  the  swifts  are  screaming 
and  the  bats  beginning  to  come  out;  If  there  is  any 
air  moving  a  fly  is  impaled  and  dapped  over  lodges 
likely  to  hold  a  trout  or  two,  which  at  this  time  rise 
freely  on  the  shallows  ;  but  if  there  is  no  wind,  one 
must  make  shift  to  cast  gently  with  an  underhand 
throw,  making  tho  fly  float  as  long  as  possible,  to 
which  end  paraffin  will  aid;    Trout  after  trout  is 


often  taken,  hardly  moving  from  one  spot,  played; 
brought  to  the  landing-net,  and  creeled,  among 
them  not  infrequently  good-sized  fish,  if  there  bo 
such  in  the  river,  supporting  tho  old  saying  that 
"  great  trouts  como  upon  tho  shallows  out  of  tho 
deeps  to  feed  at  night. "- 

I  have  fished  in  this  fashion  till  midnight,  when 
everything  had  to  be  done  by  touch  rather  than  by 
sight,  and  having  found  a  way  to  make  close  imita- 
tions of  tho  flies,  the  natural  ones  were  only  used 
while  tho  light  lasted,  after  which  tho  others 
answered  quite  as  well.  Bats  and  swallows  took 
them  almost  nightly,  and  fellow  anglers,  thinking 
they  were  real,  often  wanted  to  pick  them  from 
my  hat; 

This  Wall  Fly  fishing  had  more  resemblance  to 
dry  fly  practice  than  to  dapping  on  account  of  tho 
calmness  of  tho  evenings.  It  was  always  interesting, 
abounding  in  expectancy,  with  rising  fish  feeding 
around  within  sight  or  hearing,  and  sometimes  not 
so  far  off  as  the  length  of  one's  rod.  It  used  to  go 
on  every  night  for  about  a  month  at  tho  foot  of  our 
garden,  and  I  commonly  stuck  my  rod — a  light 
two-piece  one  I  had  made  myself  for  the  purpose — 
into  one  of  the  flower  beds,  and  left  it  till  next  time 
it  was  wanted.  That  time  came  one  evening,  and, 
alas  !  my  little  pet  rod  was  gone,  taken,  I  suppose, 
by  some  scamp  who  had  seen  and  envied  its  luck. 

It  was  at  this  place  also  that  I  floated  a  tail -fly  to 
a  casting  line  on  a  couple  of  leaves,  and  let  it  drift 
over  a  wily  trout,  which  was  thus  brought  to  basket 
at  tho  first  attempt. 

CoNO^LUSIGN; 

Beside  the  May  Fly  and  Wall  Fly,  I  have  dapped 
with  grasshoppers  and  bees,  but  so  seldom  that  I 
have  nothing  special  to  say  about  their  use; 

Looking  broadly  at  the  subject,  so  far  as  I  am 
qualified  to  speak,  dapping  with  natural  flies  may 
take  some  more  nicety  of  manipulation  than  an 
ordinary  "  chuck -and-chance-it "  way  of  using  a  wet 
fly — in  this  again  resembling  dry  fly  practice,  and 
is  generally  likely  to  reward  the  effort  to  bring  the 
insects  used  naturally  to  the  fish's  notice.  If  in- 
clined to  feed,  these  will  take  them,  and  the  angler 
be  saved  the  uncertainty  so  frequently  felt  as  to 
size,  shape,  colour,  or  the  perfection  with  which  his 
artificial  flies  are  constructed. 

All  kinds  of  fishing  have  their  peculiarities,  which 
form  points  of  attraction  to  those  whose  inclinations 
or  knowledge  lead  them  to  favour  one  sort  more 
than  another,  and  although  less  commonly  in  use 
than  several  other  methods,  those  who  study  and 
practise  tho  art  of  dapping  will  and  do  find  it  as 
fascinating  and  successful  as  most  of  the  numerous 
ways  in  which  the  angler's  charming  craft  is; 
followed; 

If  anything  in  these  notes  may  have  increased  the 
knowledge  of  dapping,  or  aided  those  who  dap, 
their  object  will  have  been  gained. 


MACKAY'S  "ANTI-MIDGE." 


The  pleasantest  preparation  I  have  met  with 
for  scaring  off  gnats  and  midges  is  the  "Anti- 
Midge"-  lotion  prepared  and  sold  by  Mr;  G,- 
Mackay,  of  50,  Bridge-street,  Aberdeen,  who  sends 
a  bottle  post  free  for  Is.  2d.  I  never  feel  comfort- 
able where  midges  abound  unless  I  have  a  bottle  of 
Mr.  Mackay's  stuff  in  my  creel  to  rub  on  hands 
and  neck  occasionally.  I  do  not  suppose  that  a 
genuine  bloodthirsty  mosquito  would  be  repulsed 
by  it,  but  British  gnats  and  midges  certainly  avoid 
it;  For  a  bad  gnat  bite,  the  best  cure,  if  it  can  be 
quickly  applied,  is  to  rub  in  a  little  ammoniated 
tincture  of  quinine,  stich  as  is  sold  by  all  chemists 
as  a  cure  for  colds^  The  ammonia  probably 
neutralises  the  poison^  R.  B.  M, 


THE  WEATHEE  IN  NOKWAY. 


Seventh  and  Last  Weekly  Weather  Repobtj 

Telegrams  received  from  various  parts  of 
Norway  this  morning  report: — "Warm  weather 
up  and  down  the  whole  coast.  All  rivers  are  still 
big.  and  salmon  are  ascending."  In  letters  from 
various  parts  of  the  coast  I  learn  that  even  as  far 
north  as  Trondhjem  fish  have  been  caught  by  rod 
well  up  the  rivers,  even  as  early  as  May  30,  when 
two  201b.  salmon  were  secured,  for  instance,  at  a 
good  distance  from  the  sea  up  the  Stjordal. 

June  6.  James  Dowell. 
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HOW  WE  LAUNCHED  THE 
"  COLUMBIA." 
By  the  Amateur  Anglee. 

I  UKK  always  to  begin  my  story  ,it  the  beginning, 
so  I  will  say  first  of  all  that  my  second  son  in  his 
time  lias  ridden  many  hobby-horses  as  well  as 
horses  of  flesli  and  blood.  In  his  boyhood  ho 
would  be  a  sailor,  so  he  went  aboard  the  Worcester 
training  ship  for  a  time,  where  one  of  his  con- 
temporaries was  the  present  Japanese  Admiral 
Togo  ;  then  at  the  age  of  about  fourteen  he  took 
liis  first  voyage;  to  Sydney.  He  came  home — that 
voyage  cmed  him  of  his  first  hobby.  Then  he 
must  be  a  farmer.  He  went  to  learn  farming  on 
a  large  farm  in  Shropshire.  He  galloped  a  fine 
young  hunter  cub-hunting,  and  in  leaping  a  fence 
was  said  to  have  injured  the  horse  for  life,  which 
very  nearly  ended  in  a  law  suit  with  me  for  damage.^. 
Then  nothing  would  do  for  him  but  sheep  farming 
in  Queensland  :  there  he  spent  much  time  and 
money  and  became  a  first-rate  rider  of  buck- 
jumpers.  Then  he  came  home,  maixied,  set  about 
faiming  in  earnest,  and  in  addition,  he  devoted  him- 
self to  hunting,  shooting,  and  riding  steeplechases  on 
his  own  horses,  and  carried  off  many  trophies.  His 
last  hobby  has  been  model  yacht  building,  and 
having,  with  yachts  of  his  own  building,  won  several 
prizes  and  the  silver  cup  for  sailing  his  own  j-acht 
on  the  Round  Pond,  Kensington  Gardens,  his 
ambition  grew  by  what  it  fed  upon.  Fourteen 
months  ago  he  set  about  the  ctmstruction  of  a  real 
steam  launch.  I  know  not  the  exact  capacity, 
but  weighing,  when  afloat,  about  thirty  hundred- 
weight, with  engine  and  boiler  com.plete,  and 
capable  of  carrying  six  people  in  the  bows  and  six 
abaft  the  funnel  w^hen  well  packed  in — at  all 
events,  ea.sily  accommodating  six  or  eight  people. 

Without  any  practical  knowledge  whatever 
beyond  what  he  had  gained  in  building  his  little 
model  yachts,  he  set  about  the  job  with  his  usual 
enthusiasm.  Basing  his  work  on  the  lines  of  the 
most  up-to-date  models,  he  enlarged  his  plans 
geometrically  to  the  proposed  size  of  his  launch.  He 
obtained  the  proper  lengths  of  teak  timber,  sawed 
them  into  planks  for  the  sides,  and  other  timbers 
for  the  framework  and  keel.  Having  completed 
the  .shell  of  the  boat,  he  bought  a  boiler  and  engine, 
and  with  the  help  of  a  very  good  friend  of  his,  who 
happened  to  be  a  practical  engineer,  the  machinery 
was  properly  fixed  in  the  launch.  Then  he  finished 
the  work  by  painting  and  varnishing  and  decorating. 
The  Colurrthia  was  now  complete  and  ready  for  sea 
or,  rather,  for  the  river.  But  (and  there  is  always  a 
troublesome  hut)  she  was  five  miles  away  from  the 
river.  During  all  these  long  and  weary  but  exciting 
months  he  had  laboured  early  and  late  as  no  man 
would  have  worked  for  mere  pay.  Eveiy  plank  in 
her  was  sawn  and  hewn  and  bent,  every  bit  of 
timber,  the  fixing  of  every  screw,  nail,  and  rivet 
were  the  work  of  his  own  hands,  and  not  on  a  slip  on 
the  river's  bank  where  she  could,  by  the  touch  of  a 
button,  have  gracefully  slidden  into  the  water,  but, 
as  I  have  said,  five  miles  away.  Our  amateur 
yacht  builder  \\  as  mvch  in  the  position  of  Robinson 
Crusoe  and  his  man  Friday.  There  was  the  boat, 
and  yonder  was  the  river — five  miles  away.  How 
was  she  to  be  got  there  ? 

At  last  the  day  came  when  she  was  to  leave  her 
native  home  and  go  to  her  natural  element.  The 
day  fixed  on  was  Wednesday,  May  2.5— memorable 
day  !  I  wa.s,  of  course,  invited  to  witness  the 
grand  event.  I  went  down  to  my  son's  home 
the  day  before.  I  arrived  on  a  gloomy,  cold, 
disagreeable  afternoon  in  a  constant  drizzle  of 
rain.  Everything  looked  dreary  and  disconso- 
late. There  I  found  my  son,  his  two  sons,  and 
a  nephew — all  three  my  grandsons — all  working 
away  to  complete  this  precious  boat.  A  trolly  was  in 
waiting  on  which  she  was  to  be  mounted  next  morning. 
She  had  been  got  out  of  the  shed — heaven  knows 
how— and  was  there  in  the  open,  but  under  an 
awning.  -To  accomplish  the  work  of  getting  the  boat 
on  the  trolly  they  had  to  erect  four  big  eight- 
inch  square  posts  twelve  feet  high,  the  two  forming 
the  sides  ten  feet  apart,  and  these  were  in  width 
about  seven  feet  apart.  Between  these  posts  the 
boat  was  fixed  on  blocks.  Overhead  were  cross- 
trees  for  suspending  that  wonderful  bit  of  engineer- 
ing ingenuity,  differential,  or  what  engineers  call 
chain,  blocks,  by  the  use  of  which  one  man  "can 
eiwily  lift  a  ton  wtiight.  Over  and  above  these 
pfwts  wan  a  framework,  over  which  the  green  tar- 
pauUng  was  sprea^l.    It  was  under  this  tarpauling 


the  rain  dripping  down  the  sides  and  making  pools 
of  mud  and  sludge  all  round  the  boat,  that  I  found 
these  four  enthusiasts  at  work.  The  three  boys 
were  home  for  a  few  days'  holiday  on  account  of 
this  wonderful  launch.  They  are  famous  workers, 
each  being  possessed  of  considerable  mechanical 
skill  and  knowledge. 

Well,  they  all  worked  till  daylight  disappeared  ; 


and  next  morning — the  grand  morning — they  were 
all  up  at  five  o'clock  and  working  away  at  the  final 
titivation  of  the  launch.  And  now  came  the  great 
tug  of  war.  How  was  that  ton-and-a-half  launch  to 
be  got  on  the  trolly  ?  It  was  at  last,  by  infinite 
labour  and  the  use  of  the  afore-mentioned  chain- 
blocks,  accomplished.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  the  master  was  jealous  of  any  outside  labour, 


and  would  accept  of  no  help  whatever,  except  from 
those  of  his  own  flesh  and  blood. 

The  youngest  of  them,  being  like  his'father  of  a 
roving  disposition,  having  learnt  all  there  is  to  be 
learnt  of  farming  at  home — at  least,  he  thinks  so 
— and  impelled  by 

Such  wind  as  scatter.'?  young  men  thro'  the  world 

To  seek  their  fortune  further  than  at  home, 

he  has  made  up  bis  mind  to  seek  his  fortune  in 


British  Columbia.  He  is  now  en  route  for  that  far- 
distant  territory.  It  was  in  order  that  he  may 
be  present  at  the  launching  that  the  day  for  it^was 
fixed  earlier  than  it  otherwise  would  have  been. 

When  the  launch  was, at  last  firmly  fixed  on  the 
trolly,  it  was  necessary  to  drag  the  whole  thing 
backwards  for  about  twenty  yards  over  soft  gravel 
saturated  with  the  rain,  into  which  the  tnjlly 


wheels  sank,  before,  owing  to  trees  and  shrubs  in 
the  way,  it  was  possible  to  attach  the  horses.  This 
hauling  had  to  be  done  by  these  young  athletes, 
and  manfully  they  set  to  work.  The  chain-blocks 
were  made  use  of  ;  with  these  and  a  long  cable  fixed 
round  a  tree,  they  pulled  away,  moving  the  trolly 
inch  by  inch.  The  chains  trailing  through  the  mud, 
it  was  necessary  to  pour  a  continuous  stream  of 


water  over  them  to  keep  them  free.  It  took  these 
boys  two  hours  to  get  the  trolly  and  its  heavy  load 
over  that  short  twenty  yards  on  to  the  hard  road 
where  the  horses  could  be  brought  into  action. 

Kathleen,  with  her  Kodak,  and  I  were  amused 
spectators  of  the  novel  and  curious  scene.  The 
two  cart-horses  walked  off  easily  with  their  grotesque 
load,  and  the  boys  followed  after  afoot,  chief 
mourners,  as  one  of  them  said,  following  the 
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launch  to  her  watery  grave  !  In  about  two 
hours  the  trolly  with  its  load  w"as  triumphantly 
deposited  at  Bond's  Wharf,  Taplow.  It  was  one 
o'clock  by  this  time,  and  Mr.  Bond's  workmen  were 
at  dinner.  Kathleen  and  I  had  followed  the  launch 
in  our  pony  trap,  and  w  e  arrived  at  the  same  time. 

Many  different  opinions  were  propounded  as  to 
liow  our  boat  would  behave  herself  in  the  water. 
One  expressed  the  opinion  that  she  would  certainly 
dip  her  bows  into  the  water  with  her  stern  in  the 
air,  another  thought  she  would  dip  her  stern  and 
lift  her  bows  to  the  sky,  more  than  one  seemed  to 
think  she  was  lopsided  and  must  certainly  capsize, 
another,  again,  was  sure,  and  I  confess  I  was  of  the 
same  pessimistic  way  of  feeling,  that  she  would 
most  probably  go  right  down  to  the  bottom  and  be 
no  more  seen. 

When  Mr.  Bond,  son  of  the  groat  boat  and  yacht 
builder,  came  down,  he  examined  our  amateur  per- 
formance with  a  professional  and  critical  eye,  and 
he  said  quietly : 

"  I  think  she  will  do.". 

The  master  amateur  builder  put  on  an  air  of  non- 
chalance as  much  as  to  say,  "  Oh,  I  know  she's  all 
right,' i  but  I  am  sure  with  many  an  inward  qualm 
and  misgiving  that  possibly,  after  all  his  toil,  slie 
may  be  all  wrong. 

She  was  now  delivered  over  into  Mr.  Bond's 
hands,  and  the  owner  became  a  mere  spectator. 
Ten  men  were  set  to  work  to  get  the  launch  off  the 
trolly,  and  put  her  on  to  their  own  slip  trolly, 
which  was  to  carry  her  down  into  the  river. 

What  with  shouting  and  hauling  and  blocking 
and  rolling,  and  lifting  up  and  holding  on  and  letting 
her  down,  shoving  her  sideways  ahead  and  sideways 
astern,  it  took  those  ten  men  nearly  an  hour  to  get 
the  launch  on  the  slip. 

Our  boys  are  what  may  be  called  natural  total 
abstainers,  but  our  friendly  engineer  had  provided 
a  bottle  of  champagne  which  we,  the  elder  ones, 
drank  to  the  success  of  the  Columbia.  It  was  intended 
that  Kathleen  should  baptise  the  yacht  by  breaking 
the  bottle  against  her  sides,  but  somehow  the 
ceremony  was  overlooked. 

At  last  the  time  came  when  the  blocks  were 
removed,  and  the  slip  trolly,  with  her  precious 
burden,  gUded  slowly  and  steadily  down  the  incline 
into  deep  water,  and  when  the  trolly  and  blocks 
were  free  of  her — hurrah  !  There  she  sat  straight 
and  upright,  like  a  duck  on  the  water,  and  just  as 
if  she  had  been  used  to  it  all  her  life. 

"  Look,''  cried  the  master,  "  she's  exactly  down 
to  the  water-line  all  round.  I  knew  she'd  be  all 
right."-  And  the  practical  yacht  builder  said 
quietly  : 

"  She'll  do.'i 

Now  has  cdme  the  time  for  getting  up  steam. 
The  coal  bunks  had  to  be  filled  mth  coals  and  the 
boiler  with  water  and  the  fire  lighted.  It  was 
nearly  an  hour  before  any  steam  could  be  got  up.  At 
last  it  came.  Our  friendly  engineer,  who  acted  as 
stoker,  gave  a  shrill  whistle,  and  shouted  "  Let  her 
go,''  and  off  she  went  down  stream.  Our  profes- 
sional builder  cried : 

"  Try  her  up  stream."  Round  she  came,  and  off 
upstream  she  went  for  a  hundred  yards  or  so,  and 
the  practical  man  said,  "  Yes,  I  think  she'll  do.-i 

Then  the  yacht  came  alongside,  took  on  board 
the  master  and  the  three  boys,  and  off  they  went 
down  -  stream  for  Datchet,  about  twelve  miles 
down.  They  arrived  there  all  right.  Kathleen 
and  her  friends  had  taken  many  photographs  of  the 
various  scenes.  There  was  no  overwhelming  crowd 
to  witness  this  wonderful  event ;  there  may  have 
been  one  or  two  listless  idlers  about  to  whom  our 
yacht  presented  not  the  least  possible  attraction — 
why  .should  it  ?  Boats  of /vastly  more  importance 
are  slipped  from  that  wharf  every  day. 

Kathleen  and  I  drove  our  pony  quietly  back 
through  the  lovely  scenery  near  Burnham  Beeches, 
through  Farnhara  Royal,, and  so  home. 

The  amateur  yachtsmen  left  their  yacht  at 
Datchet,  and  they  had'  a  four-mile  walk  home, 
where  they  arrived  about  nine  o'clock,  well  tired, 
for  had  they  not  been  incessantly' at  work  on  the 
boat  since  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  ?  But  the 
etithusiasm  of  amateur  boat  builders  is  unbounded. 
Early  next  morning  found  them  again  at  Datchet 
to  paint  and| polish  and  jtractise  yachtsmanship  on 
their  new  toy,  and  I  took-  train  at  Slough  for 
London.  ■  I 
'  I  may  say  that  in  the  eyes' of  an  amateur  at 
least. our  launch  looked  as  graceful,  as  pretty,  as 
jaunty,  atid' up  to  date  aS  ' if_  she-had  sprung  into 
being  irom  the  hands  of  a/profosaional  craftsman. 


OPENING  OF  THE  GENERAL 
FISHING  SEASON  ON  THE 
THAMES. 

The  season  1904-5  opens  for  coarse  fishing  on 
Thursday  next,  and  one  naturally  wonders  what 
kind  of  sport  one  will  have.  The  heavy  llood- 
water  of  last  year  acted  as  a  natural  preserver  of 
the  fish.  Rivers  were  either  over  their  banks  or 
too  highly  coloured,  and  few  anglers  succeeded  in 
getting  heavy  takes  of  fish.  This  year  they  hope  to 
reap  the  reward  thus  denied  them,  and  some  have 
already  sampled  the  Norfolk  Broads  as  a  preliminary 
appetiser.  Sport  proved  poor  in  regard  to  good- 
sized  fisli,  but  plenty  of  small  roach,  bream,  and 
perch  were  caught. 

In  regard  to  the  Thames,  it  has  generally  been 
the  rule  that  if  the  season  opens  with  only  a  medium 
stream  and  not  much  water,  the  fishing  is  not  good  ; 
whereas,  after  a  heavy  winter  flood,  which  brings 
down  a  large  number  of  fish  from  the  higher  reaches, 
better  sport  is  enjoyed.  At  present  the  river  has  a 
good  stream  and  a  nice  colour,  so  that  prospects 
are  very  much  better  than  they  were  at  the  opening 
of  last  season. 

The  only  matter  for  regret  is  that  there  has  been 
no  restocking  of  the  river  worth  mentioning,  and 
consequently  sport  is  not  likely  to  ever  again  reach 
that  perfection  which  existed  in  the  early  years  of 
the  late  W.  H.  Brougham.  In  those  days  immense 
takes  of  bream  and  barbel  were  recorded,  one  of  the 
best  of  bream  being  1471b.,  caught  at  Chertsey  by 
a  cHent  of  James  Haslett.  On  another  occasion,  at 
Shepperton,  Mr.  H.  Blamey,  in  one  day's  fishing, 
had  r2Glb.  3oz.  of  bream,  the  largest  fish  being 
4lb.  2oz.  These  fish  were  weighed  in  at  the  Pisca- 
torial Society.  Curiously  enough,  years  ago  no 
bream  were  ever  caught  in  the  Chertsey  reach,  and 
they  were  originally  introduced  to  that  stretch  by 
a  Mr.  Heslet!ine,  who  caught  them  at  Shepperton, 
■placed  them  in  the  well  of  his  punt,  and  then  took 
them  througli  the  lock  and  placed  them  in  the 
Chertsey  reach.  Now,  owing  to  the  large  number 
of  fish  taken  from  the  river  each  year,  and  to  the 
fact  that  such  a  great  quantity  of  the  spawn  is 
destroyed — in  the  higher  reaches  by  the  wash  of 
steam  launches  (the  number  of  which,  by-the-bye, 
is  greater  this  year  than  ever),  and  in  the  lower 
reaches  by  the  frequent  alteration  at  which  the 
water  is  kept  by  the  lock-keepers — sport  cannot  be 
expected  to  improve.  In  the  old  days,  when 
there  were  fewer  Thames  anglers,  more  efforts  were 
made  to  keep  up  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  river  than 
there  are  now,  although  the  number  of  anglers  has 
so  greatly  increased.  Tlie  only  permanent  remedy 
will  be  the  erection  of  several  coarse  fish  hatcheries 
which  would  be  able  to  turn  into  the  river  millions 
of  fish  just  over  the  fry  stage.  The  last  good  take 
of  barbel  in  one  day's  fishing  that  I  can  call  to 
mind  is  that  of  the  late  Mr.  Cormac  O'Dowd,  out 
with  Jack  Keen.  He  had  701b.  of  fish.  In  regard 
to  roach,  a  member  of  the  Silver  Trout  A.S.  once 
told  me  he  had  had  371b.  of  these  fish  when  bank 
fishing  from  Piatt's  Eyot.  This  is  not  Ukely  to 
happen  again  to  him  or  any  other  angler,  unless 
some  sound  restocking  work  is  done,  similar  to  that 
at  Henley  and  one  or  two  other  up-river  societies. 
Until  this  happens  the  angler  must 

"Be  thankful  that  things 
Are  sueh  as  his  luck  has  provided." 

It  might  now  be  useful  to  point  out  a  few  places 
on  the  river  where  sport  can  be  had.  From  Rich- 
mond to  Tcddington  roach  and  dace  will  be  caught, 
and  in  the  deeps  near  Pope's  Villa  bream  will  be 
taken  on  baited  swims.  Teddington  Weir  is  not 
always  a  good  general  fishing  groimd  during  the 
first  few  days  of  the  season,  though  fish  are  obtained 
in  swims  which  have  been  baited  prior  to  June  16 
by  professionals.  The  stretch  of  water  from  the 
lock  up  to  Kingston  Railway  Br^lge  should  fish 
fairly  well  for  those  bank  anglers  satisfied  with 
medium-sized  fish,  and  this  part  is  of  greater  depth 
than  above  the  bridge.  Near  the  white  rails  (which 
are  rather  black  just  now)  several  bank  anglers  will 
also  try  their  skill  for  roach  and  bream.  Hampton 
Court  Weir  stream  usually  fishes  well  on  baited 
swims  for  barbel,  and  some  angler  is  sure  to  have 
a  lucky  day  there.  Then  the  barbel  seem  to  go  off, 
and  oiily  occasional  fish  are  had.  Good  sport  should 
be  had  at  Hampton  in  the  back  water,  and  at 
Sunbury  Weir  chub  and  barbel  should  bo  expected. 
At  Walton  bream  will  probably  be  the  most  sought- 
for  fish,  and  last  season  bank  anglers  did  very  well 


night  fishing  for  these  fish.  The  method  was  to 
bait  up  before  midnight  and  fish  at  daybreak.  For 
bream,  the  deep,  quiet  water  should  be  fished. 
Shepperton  is  sure  to  be  well  fished,  especially  the 
old  weir  water,  where  many  good  chub  are  taken  at 
the  opening  of  the  season,  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  being 
one  of  the  principal  anglers  who  is  successful  Here. 

In  regard  to  barbel  fishing,  it  is  often  noticed 
that  they  do  not  seem  to  feed  well  until  after  June 
is  gone.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that 
barbel  require  a  good  deal  of  baiting.  Yet  many 
anglers  have  been  struck  by  the  fact  that  they  have 
tried  for  barbel  in  a  well-baited  swim,  and  seen  the 
barbel  there  in  shoals,  and  have  been  unable  to 
catch  even  one  fish.  Mr.  F.  Sands  had  this  ex- 
perience once  at  Penton  Hook,  where,  he  says, 
they  could  be  seen  in  hundreds  packed  closely 
together.  At  Hurley,  Mr.  H.  Lukyn  has  had  the 
same  experience.  There  he  saw  several  barbel  up 
to  91b.  each  swimming  quietly  in  the  clear  water. 
After  baiting  and  fishing  both  early  and  late,  he 
could  not  get  these  monsters  to  feed.  The  rains 
which  have  lately  fallen  considerably  coloured  the 
water,  but  this  week  it  is  toning  down  nicely,  and 
by  the  time  the  16th  arrives  the  river  should  be  in 
excellent  order,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  expect 
a  good  day's  sport  on  the  opening  day. 

F.  H.  Amphlett. 


FLY  FISHING  IN  THE  SIDMOUTH 
DISTRICT. 

The  Sid, 

For  a  mile  from  the  mouth  the  Sid  is  free  for  the 
legal  trout  season,  without  any  restrictions  as  to  bait 
orsizeoffish.  No  hcence  required.  This  portion  is  well 
stocked.  A  young  angler  who  fished  this  length,  as 
well  as  the  preserved  water  above,  told  me  that  he 
caught  more  and  larger  fish  here  than  in  the  other 
parts.  Next  above  this  are  two  sections  coimected 
with  the  grounds  of  private  residences — namely, 
Sidcliffe  and  Sid  Abbey  (General  Hunt).  Next 
above,  the  water  belongs  to  a  farmer  named  White, 
who  lets  it  for  the  season.  (It  is  let  this  year.) 
Next  above  is  the  Sidmouth  Manor  water,  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile.  This  is  a  nice,  clear 
section,  abounding  in  natural  stickles.  Major  Bal- 
four is  the  o^vner,  and  his  agent  is  Mr.  W.  H.  Hast- 
ings, Manor  Offices,  Sidmouth.  This  takes  you  up 
to  Sidford,  to  a  bridge  where  the  road  crosses. 
Above  this  comes  the  Sidbury  Manor  water.  (A 
small  stream  joins  just  above  Sidford  Bridge,  and 
the  Sid  narrows  considerably,  and  is  much  bushed.) 
It  is  fishable  with  fly  for  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile.  Owner,  S  ir  Chas.  Cave,  Bart. ;  agent,  Mr.  Amyas 
W.  Champernowne,  Sidbury.  The  Sid  throughout 
is  full  of  lively  trout,  averaging  three  to  the  pound. 
The  Otter. 

There  is  a  similar  stretch  of  free  water  from  the 
mouth  up — I  think  to  Otterton  Bridge,  but  I  am 
not  quite  sure  if  it  extends  so  far.  (Your  corre- 
spondent "  Heron '-'  could  put  this  right ;  I  am 
doubtful.)  If  so,  it  must  be  nearly  two  miles  in 
length.  I  am  told  that  it  holds  plenty  of  good  fish. 
Above  this  comes  the  celebrated  Bicton  water,  be- 
longing to  the  Hon.  Mark  Rolle.  By  staying  at  the 
RoUe  Hotel,  Budleigh  Salterton,  a  ticket  may  be 
had  for  two  days  in  the  week,  but  there  is  only  one 
ticket.  Above  the  Bicton  water,  beginning  at 
Harpford  Bridge,  is  a  section  reaching  nearly  up  to 
Tipton  St.  John's  Station,  belonging  to  Mr.  Geo. 
Peppin,  Otter  View,  Harpford.  He  also  has  two 
fields  detached  from  this  opposite  Tipton  St.  John's 
Station.  The  portion  between  Mr.  Pcppin's  two 
sections  belongs  to  the  Hon.  Mark  Rolle.  I  cannot 
give  a  connected  account  from  this  point,  as  various 
small  sections  come  in.  (I  should  have  added  that 
Newton-Poppleford  Station  is  close  to  Harpford 
Bridge.)  Between  Tipton  St.  John's  Station  and 
Ottery  St.  Mary  Station  is  a  small  section  belonging 
to  a  farmer  named  Sargent,  who  issues  tickets  at 
5s.  a  year.  Another  section  of  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  belongs  to  Mr.  R.  Coleridge,  Sarston,  Ottery 
St.  Mary.  Above  Ottery  St.  Mary  tickets  may  be 
obtained  from  Messrs.  Marks  Brothers,  Ash  and 
Gosford  Farms,  5s.  a  month.  At  Fenny  Bridges  a 
smaU  section  of  the  river  and  the  mill  stream  may 
be  fished  for  2s.  6d.  a  day  ;  tickets  can  be  had  at 
the  inn;  from  Mr.  Newbury,  veterinary  surgeon. 
Immediately  above  this  is  a  section  of  nearly  a  mile, 
which  can  be  fished  for  3s.  a  day  ;  season  tickets, 
£1  Is.  Above  this  again  the  farmer  allows  fishing 
for  2s.  a  day.    Tickets  for  both  these  last  portions 
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can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Alford,  Colhayes  Farm. 
Sidmouth  Junction  Station  (about  one  and  a  half 
mile)  is  the  nearest  approach  to  the  three  last- 
mentioned  sections,  and  the  station-master  at  Sid- 
mouth Junction  issues  tickets  for  the  Colhayes 
■water.  The  Otter  is  well  stocked  in  all  parts,  but 
the  fish  are  well  educated,  and  dry-fly  is  now  con- 
sidered necessary. 

Axe  and  Coly.- 
Tickets  may  be  obtained  for  a  good  length  of  the 
Axe  and  its  tributary,  the  Coly,  from  the  Shute  Arms 
Hotel,  Seaton  Junction.  There  are  two  tickets 
available  by  staying  at  the  hotel;  also  season 
tickets  (£3  3s.),  monthly  tickets  (£1  10s.  6d.),  and 
weekly  fl.53.)  from  Jlr.  A.  Venables  Kyrke,  steward 
to  Sir  Edmund  de  la  Po'e,  Bart.,  Estate  Office, 
Shute,  Seaton  Junction.  All  these  tickets  are  only 
available  for  four  days  in  the  week  —  namely, 
Monday,  Tuesday,  Friday,  and  Saturday.  The 
Shute  Arms  Hotel  is  a  very  convenient  resort  for 
anglers.  It  is  adjacent  to  Seaton  Junction  Station, 
trains  from  wliich  enable  the  angler  to  command 
various  sections  of  the  Axe  and  Coly.  It  is  even 
more  convenient  than  Sidmouth  for  reaching  the 
Otter  on  account  of  the  times  of  the  trains.  It  is 
a  great  drawback  for  visitors  at  Sidmouth,  and  a 
subject  of  much  complaint  by  residents,  that  there 
is  no  morning  train  away  from  Sidmouth  to  the 
outer  world  after  9.5  a.m.  The  Shute  Arms  Hotel 
is  a  modern  building  with  up-to-date  appointment3, 
but  run  on  more  homely  lines  and  with  more 
reasonable  charges  than  the  seaside  hotels.  The 
cuisine  is  excellent.  The  manager,  jMt.  House,  and 
his  wife  pay  careful  attention  to  the  comfort  of 
their  guests.  i\Ir.  House  specially  welcomes  anglers 
from  old  associations.  He  was  on  the  staff  of  the 
Arundel  Hotel  when  it  formed  the  quarters  of  the 
Fly  Fishers'  Club,  and  it  was  his  province  to 
attend  to  the  wants  of  the  members. 


THE  GLITTEE  OF  THE  EOD. 


Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell,  in  the  new  edition 
of  the  Salmon  and  Trout  volume  in  the  Badminton 
Library,  has  some  interesting  remarks  on  the  flash- 
ing fly-rod.  It  is  a  good  few  years  now  since  the 
matter  was  referred  to  in  the  angling  Press.  I 
think  the  last  time  was  when  Mr.  Senior  referred 
to  it  in  the  Field,  and  got  a  rod  made  of  a  dull 
green  colour. — Ed. 

Mr.  Pennell  says  :  — 

"  Whilst  on  the  subject  of  fly-rods  I  should  like 
to  call  the  reader's  attention  to  a  point  which  ia 
hardly  noticed — or  I  should,  perhaps,  say  hardly 
enough  noticed— by  writers  on  angling:  I  mean 
the  question  of  rod  varnish.  I  take  small  interest 
in  the  question  of  the  varnish  itself,  except  as 
bearing  on  that  most  important  subject,  the 
glittering  of  the  rod.  This,  from  a  practical  point 
of  view,  can  hardly  be  insisted  on  too  strongly ;  as 
in  bright  weather — and  more  or  less  in  all  weathers 
— a  glittering  appearance  in  the  rod  acts  as  a  sort 
of  beacon  light  to  warn  off  the  rising  fish.  Also  it 
accounts  for  s  great  deal  of  what  ia  technically 
known  as  the  fish  '  coming  short '  or  '  rising  short.' 

'  In  vain  is  the  net  spread  in  the  sight  of  any  bird,' 

"Last  year  (1903),  when  loch  fishing,  I  could 
plainly  see  at  a  mile  off — my  ghillie  said  two  miles 
— the  rod  of  a  neighbour  fishing  backwards  and 
forwards  in  the  sunshine,  like  a  sort  of  peripatetic 
lightning  conductor.  I  have  had  my  own  roda 
'stripped,'  and  all  the  varnish  absolutely  taken 
off — even  the  ferrules  and  the  lappings*  of  the 
rod-rings  are  dulled.  Messrs.  Foster  make  a 
'  modified  '■  varnish  —or,  rather,  varnishes — intended 
to  effect  the  object,  which,  to  some  extent  only, 
they  do — the  dark  green  the  most;  but  with  three 
actual  rod-joints  before  me,  two  of  them  dressed 
with  these  varnishes,  and  one  with  no  varnish  at 
all — it  is  any  odda  on  the  last;  Tackle-makers 
may  say  that  rods  without  some  sort  of  varnish  or 
polish  will  not  stand  wet.  When  I  have  lived  long 
enough  to  prove  by  my  own  experience  the  truth 
of  the  opinion  I  shall  be  prepared  to  admit  it. 

*  Meanwhile,  I  have  no  doubt  my  rods  will  last  aa 
long  aa  I  want,  and,  if  not,  so  much  the  better  for 

I  the  rod-makera !  " 


'  *  "  I  have  my  rod-ringa  lapped  on  with  thick 
S(!wiri(5  silk  to  match  the  wood.  Fine  silk,  un- 
varnished, soon  wears  through," 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

Reports  [to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames. — Genebal  Bkmabks. — The  river  has 
toned  down  somewhat  after  the  heavy  rain,  but  it 
is  only  in  the  mid  and  upper  reaches  that  the  wuter 
is  sufficiently  clear  for  trouting.  Mr.  H.  Gomm,  out 
with  Hone  at  Staines,  has,  however,  taken  a  thick- 
set trout  of  5  Jib.  Since  my  last  report,  Mr.  Godden 
has  taken  a  51b.  fish  at  Cookham,  and  one  of  5. Jib. 
has  been  picked  up  in  a  dying  conditiou  in  the  Wey 
lock  cutting  at  Weybridge.  The  coarse  fishing 
season,  which  opens  next  Thursday,  should  com- 
mence well  owing  to  the  good  stream  and  colour  of 
the  water. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Bottisham  Locks  (Waterbeacli). — Sport  is  very 
promising  for  the  opening  of  the  season.  Roach 
and  perch  look  lively,  which  may  be  accounted  for 
by  the  Cam  being  an  early  river  for  spawning.  The 
river  has  had  a  good  flushing,  and  promise?  for 
several  weeks  to  be  free  from  fresh  growing  weeds, 
they  being  very  backward  for  the  season.  For  the 
silver  bream,  which  run  laree  and  are  very  numerous 
by  the  locks  and  lodes,  brandling  worm  is  very 
attractive  for  bait.  Boiled  wheat  tor  the  roach. — 
John  O.  George,  Beche-road,  Cambridge. 

Coin  (Fairford.  Gloucestershire). —  The  foUow- 
ins;  iis  a  record  of  the  principal  baskets  of  trout 
taken  with  the  May  Fly  which  commenced  on 
May  28 :— Mr.  Jeffery,  3^  brace  (three  days)  ;  Mr. 
Paget,  3^  brace ;  Mr.  Brown,  3J  brace  ;  Messrs. 
Faulkner,  4i  brace;  Capt.  Clegg,  2^  brace;  Mr. 
Ash  and  son,  4i  brace  ;  Mr.  T.  Powell,  3J  brace ; 
Mr.  Brown  (Burford),  3J  brace ;  Dr.  Powell  (High- 
worth),  3i  brace ;  R.  Carbonell,  3  brace ;  Mr. 
Rogers,  2  J  brace ;  Mr.  Bartrem,  3  brace  ;  Dr.  Tinker, 
2^  brace;  Mr.  Ramsay,  3  brace  and  2i  brace;  Mr. 
W.Martin,  2h  brace;  Mr.  Jackson,  2|  brace;  Mr. 
Albert  lies,  3  hr&oe  ;  and  R.  Luckman,  3|  brace. 
The  be?t  catches  on  the  Bibury  length  were  made 
by  Major  Scumbree,  3i  brace ;  Capt.  Robinson, 
3 1  brace ;  Mr.  J.  G.  Robinson,  3|  brace  ;  Mr.  Peto, 
3 J  brace;  Mr.  Turner,  3^  brace;  and  many  others 
too  numerous  to  mention.  Grand  sport  has  been 
had  on  the  private  water  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Palmer  by 
Capt.  Allfrey,  Sir  M.  H.  Beach,  Mr.  Cooper,  Lord 
De  Mauley,  and  Mr.  G.  S.  Bazley. — Chas.  Powell. 

Cornish  Streams. — Peal  are  showing  themselves 
in  the  Camel  an!  Fowey,  and  sport  may  be  almost 
daily  expected.  Trout  fishing  has  been  poor, 
although  one  rod  on  the  Camel  got  forty  in  a  single 
day.  The  drakes  are  appearing  on  the  Tamar  and 
Inney.  There  are  very  few  on  other  rivers.  One 
or  two  good  salmon  have  been  taken  in  the  nets  in 
the  estuary  of  the  Tamar. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Horton  Kirby,  etc.). — The  north-east 
winds  this  we9k-end  put  the  trout  somewhat  off  the 
feed.  It  took  a  lot  of  careful  casting  to  get  any- 
thing, and  I  had  to  be  satisfied  with  a  single  fish, 
somewhat  better  in  size  than  usual.  A  Red  Quill 
was  the  fly.  Nothing  else  would  move  a  fin.  Plenty 
of  water,  and  prospects  good  if  the  weather  is  warm. 
No  May  Fly  up  yet. — J.  Paul  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  The  water  i; 
getting  very  low,  and  there  is  a  good  number  of 
salmon  in  the  pools  between  Totnes  and  Buokfast- 
leigh,  several  of  which^  have  been  captured  this 
week  by  rod  fishermen.  Colonel  Riley  had  a  fine 
14|lb.  fish,  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Hamlyn  al-o  had  another 
which  scaled  7^1b.,  andiMr.  W.  F.  Tollit,  who  had 
several  good  baskets  of  trout  last  week,  landed  a 
salmon  10|lb.  Mr.  H.  Searle  has  had  small  baskets, 
whilst  Messrs.  H.  T.  Distin,  E.  Distin,  and  E.  Ackrell 
have  had  small  creeh. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — A  fine  bass  weighing 
1.51b.  was  this  week  caught  in  the  Teign.  In  the 
Taw  there  is  a  large  number  of  fish,  and  splendid 
baskets  have  been  secured  by  one  or  two  gentlemen. 
The  water  has  cleared  in  the  Upper  Tamar,  but 
sport  has  been  poor.  The  Carey  has  been  in  flood, 
and  wormers  found  that  fish  would  not  take  at  all 
well. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  May  Fly  is  now 
up,  and  fish  taking  it  well.  Several  good  bags 
made  with  the  artificial. — Foster  Bros.,  Ashbourne. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Salmon  and  trout 
fishing  has  been  good  at  Stafford's  Weir,  Bramp- 
ford  Spoke,  Thorverton,  Up  Exe,  and  as  high  up 
as  Dulverton  and  district.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  coarse  anglers  will  have  a  similar  experience. 
The  bass  have  put  in  an  appearance,  although  in 
small  numbers,  at  Exmouth  and  neighbourhood.  A 
fine  fish  of  151b.  was  caught  on  June  3  in  the  River 
Teign.  Among  the  most  successful  anglers  were 
Messrs.  R.  Mostyn,  Pollard,  White,  Beck,  and  Du 
Schurcorer.  Peal,  crab,  and  ragworm  are  proving 
the  best  baits. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Trlbntaries. — When  I  visited  the  Lea 
this  week  it  was  showing  a  nice  head  of  water  and 


looking  very  fresh,  but  there  is  no  sport  to  record 
among  the  trout.  On  the  Beane  trout  anglers  also 
appear  to  have  had  a  qiii^t  time,  myself  included. 
Cold,  high  winds  have  been  much  against  trout 
rising,  and  a  good  deal  of  fly  has  been  blown  off  the 
water.  On  Saturday  when  I  was  out  there  was  only 
a  small  rise  of  May  Fly,  and  the  birds  had  tha 
majority  of  the  fly.  1  saw  a  rainbow  trout  taking  May 
Fly  (mo  after  the  other,  but  in  water  which  I  was  not 
privileged  to  fish.  On  and  after  Thursday  next, 
Juno  10,  the  following  fish  can  be  taken  in  the  Lea, 
according  to  the  bye-laws  of  the  Conservancy  : — 
Grayling,  gudgeon,  pope,  dace,  crayfish,  bleak,  and 
minnow.  Dace  will  be  worth  trying  with  the  fly 
and  the  caddis  grub.  There  are  some  large  dace  at 
Hertford  and  Ware.  The  Stort  reopens  for  coarse- 
fishing  on  Thursday  next,  and  should  yield  some 
nice  roach. — Izaak  Walton. 

ItVigg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  continue  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and 
are  in  capital  order  for  May  i'My  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  beautiful  and  fine,  with  cold  east  wind  at 
times,  and  angling  has  been  fairly  gjod.  A  giod 
few  rods  have  been  out  of  late.  The  May  Fly  has 
been  up  well,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising  better 
this  week,  and  some  good  dishes  of  fine  trout  have 
been  landed  ;  there  is  every  prospect  of  good 
sport  being  had  for  some  day.  With  Orl,  Black 
Gnat,  Downhill  and  Yellow  Dun  some  nice  trout  ' 
have  been  caught.  Thi  I^insley  is  in  good  order 
and  nice  trout  taken  in  it  this  week. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigfh  Salterton). — For  the  past 
week  fiy  fishing  has  been  quiet  but  steady.  Heavy 
trout  have  been  taken  on  the  dry-fly.  During  the 
daytime  now  the  river  is  for  the  most  part  deserted. 
On  June  3  a  rod  took  six  fish,  weighing  Sjlb.  (best 
fish,  lib.  loz.),  near  Ottery  St.  Mary,  betwaen  twelve 
and  three  p.m.,  and  the  same  rod,  on  the  (jth.  took 
five,  weighing  2|lb.  Flies  used  were  Red  Quill  and 
Olive  Quill. — Heron. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— Prospects  for  the 
coming  season  are  distinctly  good.  River  very 
clean,  good  heads  of  water,  and  fish  plentiful. 
Membership  tickets  will  be  ready  next  week  for 
those  wishing  to  avail  theraselve3  of  them. — E. 
Collinson. 

Plymouth. — The  rivers  are  rather  clear,  and 
would  be  better  if  we  had  a  little  rain;  the  few 
thunder  showers  that  we  have  had  did  not  reach 
the  moor.  Still  some  nice  baskets  have  bsen  taken 
on  the  upper  waters,  and  the  trout  have  been  in 
fair  condition.  The  salmon  are  running  up  the 
Dart,  and  a'-e  now  being  taken  above  Dartmeet.  I 
also  hear  that  a  resident  on  the  Tavy  h  ns  at  last 
had  two  small  peal.  A  lady  and  gentleman  of  the 
Carl  Rosa  Opera  Company  had  some  J-pounders  in 
the  higher  waters  of  the  Cad  on  Tuesday  ;  the 
weather  was  very  unfavourable,  but  they  managed 
to  bring  home  a  dozen  between  them. — Williaji 
Hearder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —The  May  Fly  is  up 
on  some  of  the  smaller  streams  and  good  trout 
•  fishing  is  recorded,  but  so  far  as  the  Severn  itsalf  is 
concerned  there  is  little  or  nothing  doing  in  the  way 
of  sport  with  May  Fly  or  any  other  lure.  Netting 
has  done  incalculable  "harm,  but  it  has  had  the  effect . 
of  awakening  local  anglers  from  lethargy  and  im- 
palled  them  to  set  about  devising  means  to  protect 
and  improve  the  river. — Hafren. 

Severn.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — From  Friday  (June  3)  until  Monday  night' 
(June  6)  the  weither  in  this  neighbourhood  was  all 
that  could  be  desired  from  an  angling  point  of  view,' 
and  good  sport  was  had  on  all  these  rivers,  inore 
especially  in  the  early  morning  and  in  the  evenings, 
as  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day  the  heat  of  the 
sun  was  almost  overpowering.  Since  Monday  even- 
ing the  keen  easterly  wind  has  again  asserted  itself, 
and  a  much  colder  atmosphere  has  prevailed,  and, 
in  consequence,  sport  has  not  been  so  good.  Very 
few  May  Flies  have  as  yet  been  noticed  on  any  of 
the  streams  in  this  locality. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— With 
finer  weather,  streams  and  rivers  were  improving,  but 
a  heavy  downpour  on  Monday  night,  June  6,  has 
again  rendered  water  high  and  clouded.  A  brace 
of  21b.  trout  from  a  western  stream,  and  there  taken 
with  minnow,  are  the  heaviest  recorded.  Trout  of 
lOoz.  have  been  caught  from  the  tributaries  of  the 
Ouse  with  worm,  but  the  perch  are  a  nuisance  and 
shouU  not  be  put  back.  The  harbour  fishing  is 
good  among  the  bass  at  Chichester  Harbour,  averag- 
ing I  lib.  The  heavier  fish  have  not  yet  appeared. 
With"  bass  up  smelt  have  fallen  oS. — George  F. 
Salter.  . 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  m  this  part  is 
now  running  clear,  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital 
order  for  fishing.  The  weither  has  been  beautiful 
and  fine,  but  a  cold  east  wind  has  been  blowing ; 
angling  has  been  brisk  during  this  week.  The  May 
Fly  is  now  well  up  and  the  trout  are  now  taking  it 
freely  ;  the  large  fish  are  now  getting  on  the  feed 
and  there  is  every  prospect  of  some  fine  fish  being 
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landed.  There  have  been  a  good  number  of  rods  out 
on  all  the  streams,  and  they  have  used  Black 
Gnat,  Yellow  Dun,  Downhill,  Orl,  May  Fly, 
Blue  Dun,  and  Red  Spinner  with  success.  Di'b- 
bing  with  May  Fly  has  been  a  good  killer, 
and  trout  from  Alb.  to  l^lb.  each  have  been  landed. 
Bottom  fishers  have  been  busy  with  worm  and  nice 
trout  have  been  taken.  Minnow  fishing  in  the  early 
morning  and  late  in  evening  has  accounted  for  trout 
of  lib,  and  l^b.  each.  On  June  4  an  angler  landed 
seven  trout  with  May  Fly.  On  June  5  some  more 
trout  were  landed  below  Ludlow  with  May  Fly.  On 
J une  C,  7,  and  8  fair  dishes  of  nice  trout  were  caught 
with  May  Fly.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun  and  Ledwyche 
are  all  in  capital  order  and  the  fish  moving  well  in 
them,  and  some  very  nice  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  landed  in  them  this  week  with  May  Fly.— 
S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
running  in  capital  order  for  fishing,  being  clear  and 
a  nice  level,  and  in  every  way  suitable  for  May  Fly 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  but  cold  east 
winds  have  been  blowing ;  angling  this  weak  has 
been  better ;  more  rods  have  been  out,  no  doubt 
owing  to  the  fact  that  May  Fly  is  now  up  well  ; 
the  fish  are  sporting  freely  at  them,  and  some  very 
nice  lots  of  good  trout  have  been  taken.  On  Mon- 
day and  Tuesday  some  fine  fish  wore  taken  above 
the  town  with  May  Fly.  On  Saturday  the  Hawke- 
stone  Otter  Hounds  were  at  Little  Hereford  and 
found  below  the  bridge,  and  after  a  four  hours'  hunt 
had  to  leave  him,  the  water  being  too  high. 
Prospects  for  next  week  good. — Woboksticb. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sontli,  and  Nei^hbonrin? 
Kivers, — During  the  past  week  sport  all  round  has 
been  very  good  indeed,  and  we  hear  of  quite  a 
number  of  large  baskets  being  taken,  one  at  Weldon 
Bridge  on  Saturday  of  twenty-four  trout,  weighing 
12pb.,  largest  2ilb.,  and  one  at  Warkworth  of  1.51b., 
largest  Ipb.,  also  several  other  good  baskets  on  the 
Coquet.  We  also  hear  of  some  very  good  baskets 
being  taken  on  the  Tyne.  The  Stone  Fly  is  account- 
ing for  some  excellent  baskets  just  now.  Best  flies 
are  Black  Gnat,  Stone  Midge,  Red  Spider,  Orange 
Partridge,  Olive  Quill,  Greenwell's  Glory,  Stone  Fly, 
Red  Quill,  and  Oak  Fly.— Heney  A.  Mukton, 
Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger- 
street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  easterly  winds  and  the  very 
bright  sunshine  have  beeft  against  the  angling.  The 
water  is  still  verj'  low,  and  a  rise  is  badly  needed. 
The  following  kills  are  reported: — On  June  1, 
Mr.  Russel  Gray,  one  ;  Mr.  Pryce  Jenkins,  one  ;  Mr. 

E.  King,  131b.  On  2nd,  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley, 
one,  13lb. ;  Mr.  E.  King,  one,  111b.,  Bridge  Stream  ; 
Mr.  Cartwright,  one,  101b.,  Road  Pool;  Mr.  J.  T. 
Davies,  three,  111b.,  121b.,  121b.,  Rock  Pool  and 
Forge  Stream.  On  6th,  Mr.  Rickards,  one,  141b., 
Road  Pool.  On  7th,  Mr.  Johnson,  one,  lUlb., 
Bridge  Stream,  and  also  lost  five  others.  On  the 
opening  day  of  worm  fishing  for  trout,  Mr.  A. 
Williams  took  eleven  and  a  half  brace,  and  Mr. 

F.  J.  Edmunds  a  couple  of  brace,  the  largest 
weighing  21b.  lOoz.— T.  R. 

Wye  andDerwent  (Derbyshire). — These  waters 
have  now  fined  down  and  are  in  good  order  for  fly 
fishing.  After  the  woodland  water  of  la-it  week 
trout  have  risen  well  late  in  the  evening,  the  Wye 
being  well  patronised  during  the  past  few  days,  as 
the  May  Fly  made  its  appearance  on  Friday,  June  3, 
and  on  June  4  and  5  trout  were  taking  them  fairly 
well.  On  Monday,  June  6,  the  weather  turned  very 
cold,  and  a  north-east  wind  has  prevailed,  conse- 
quently very  few  May  Flies  have  been  out  this 
week.  A  few  good  trout  have  been  caught  on  the 
Wye,  fishing  late  in  the  evening  ;  also  the  Derwent 
yielding  some  very  good  fish.  Mr.  W.  Kirkland,  on 
Monday  evening,  June  C,  fishing  in  Matlock  Dale, 
landed  one  trout  l|lb.,  caught  with  a  large  Yellow 
Dun,  also  several  smaller  fish  ;  other  anglers  have 
also  secured  a  nice  dish  of  fish  each.  The  prospect 
now  is  very  good,  as  the  (May  Fly  should  bo  at  its 
height  by  Saturday,  June  11,  especially  if  the 
weather  becomes  warmer.  Useful  flies  :  May  Fly, 
Yellow  Dun  (large  size  for  evening),  Little  Yellow 
May  Dun,  Cooper's  Fancy,  Black  Gnat,  Yellow 
Sally,  and  Orange  Body  Bumble. — Dottebkl. 

Yore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Onse, 
etc.  (Yorks), — Last  week-end  we  were  having 
cloudless  sky  and  bright  sunshine,  but  a  change 
has  taken  place,  the  weather  being  bitterly  cold  in 
the  evening,  and  since  Monday  there  has  been  voiy 
little  sunshine.  All  the  Yorkshire  streams  are  mucli 
lower  and  running  clearer.  The  Yore  and  Swalo. 
with  their  tributary  streams,  are  running  in  good 
volume  and  sport  keeps  good.  The  favourite  bait 
at  present  is  the  Stone  Fly,  and  good  batjs 
of  trout-have  been  caught  with  it.  J  had  a  pannier 
full  on  Monday,  and  other  anglers  have  also  done 
well,  I  notice  there  are  still  some  creepers  to  hatch 
out  yet,  therefore  the  Stone  Fly  will  continue  a 
killing  lure  for  another  week.  Anglers  duriftg  the 
next  few  days,  who  know  how  to  fish  the  natural 


Stone  Fly,  should  meet  with  good  results.  On  the 
Cover  good  baskets  have  been  made  during  the  time 
of  the  Stone  Fly,  Lower  down  the  Yore  at  Masham, 
Tanfield,  and  Ripon,  fair  sport  has  been  met  with. 
The  Northern  Counties  Otter  Hounds  had  a  grand 
hunt  through  the  waters  of  tho  Wensleydale  Angling 
Association.  They  soon  found  in  the  little  river 
Bain,  and  the  drag  continued  close  to  the  lake  where 
it  was  marked  in  a  drain.  Putting  in  a  terrier,  tho 
otter  rushed  out  and  was  hunted  to  tho  top  of 
Semmerwater  where  it  was  killed  at  Gill  Edge.  It 
was  a  large  dog  otter  weighing  22ilb.  Sport 
on  the  Swale  has  been  very  fair,  in  some 
instances  good,  in  the  districts  of  Richmond, 
Easeby  and  Catterick  Bridge.  The  tributaries  of 
this  river  are  fishing  well,  particularly  the  Codbeck, 
in  which  some  exceptionally  large  trout  wore  caught 
in  tho  clearing  waters  of  last  week,  Mr.  Gilbert 
Wright,  jun.,  getting  three  fine  fish,  one  of  lib.  6oz., 
21b.  8oz.,  and  31b.  loz.  respectively  ;  another  angler 
had  one  of  over  21b,  All  were  caught  with  the 
natural  minnow  spun  on  a  diminutive  Chapman 
spinner.  A  lot  of  anglers  have  been  out  lately 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Tees.  The  water 
is  in  very  fair  trim,  the  Stone  Fly  is  well  out,  and 
sport  is  likely  to  continue  good  for  some  time. 
'I'he  Wharf  alias  been  in  good  trim  and  good  sport 
has  been  met  with  in  the  upper  reaches  at  Appletrpe- 
wiok,  Grnssington,  Burnsall,  Bolton  Woods  and 
Ilkley  with  fly,  worm,  arid  minnow.  Poor  returns 
are  to  hand  "from  the  district  of  Otley  and  Pool. 
Several  bottom  fishers  have  been  out  at  Boston 
Spa,  Tadcaster,  and  Ulloskelf,  and  have  done 
well  amongst  the  eels  and  flounders.  Good  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  made  in  the  reservoirs  at 
Fewston  with  spinning  the  minnow  on  the  Ariel 
flight.  The  Nidd  is  now  low  and  clear.  Fair  sport 
has  been  met  with  minnow  and  fly.  Good  sport 
has  been  had  on  the  Rye  and  Riccall,  Costa  and 
Pickering  Becks  with  the  Green  Drake.  Rain  is 
needed, to  put  all  our  streams  in  good  angling  trim. 
— John  E.  Milleb,  Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19, 
New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgfach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— On  May  30  Messrs.  Tucker  fished  Loch  Urigill, 
and  landed  sixteen  trout,  ll^lb. ;  and  Mr.  Stanfield, 
on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-eight  trout,  81b.  On  31st, 
Mr.  Tucker,  on  Loch  Cama,  twenty-one  71b. ;  and 
Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch  Urigill,  forty,  ll^lb.  On 
June  2,  Rev.  Mr.  Millar,  on  Loch  Urigill,  thirty-two, 
81b. ;  Messrs.  Tucker,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  thirty- 
three,  9|lb. ;  and  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch  Veyatie, 
thirty-two,  111b.  On  4th,  Mr  Stanfield.  on  Loch 
Cama,  twenty-three,  7^1b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Millar,  on 
same  loch,  two  dozen,  8^1b, ;  Mr.  Brookbank,  on 
Loch  Urigill,  three  dozen,  ll|lb. ;  and  Messrs. 
Tucker,  on  same  loch,  a  basket  of  14 Jib. — B, 

Beauly. — On  the  home  reaches  of  the  Beauly 
sixteen  nice  fish  have  been  grassed  during  the  week. 
Fishing  on  the  home  beat  from  the  Lovat  Arms 
Hotel,  on  Monday,  May  30,  Mr.  G.  S.  Gibbons 
landed  two  salmon  weighing  101b.  and  9Jlb.,  as 
well  as  a  grilse  of  6lb.  On  May  31  he  landed  three 
salmon  weighing  101b.,  101b.,  and  9Jlb.,  and  con- 
cluded his  month's  fishing.  For  the  twenty-six 
days'  fishing  his  take  was  the  exceptionally  high 
one  of  104  salmon  and  one  grilse,  or  an  average  of 
four  per  day.  The  total  weight  of  the  catch  was 
lOGlilb.,  or  9Jcwt.  The  average  per  fish  for  the 
105  grassed  works  out  at  slightly  over  101b.  per 
fish.  Col.  Demolynx  and  Col.  Kincaid  Smith  are 
the  Ies3ee3  of  the  same  stretch  of  water  for  June, 
The  hot,  bright  weather  miUtated  against  success  to 
a  certain  extent,  and  the  following  were  their  takes  : 
June  1,  one  salmon,  101b.  June  2,  one  salmon,  d^lh. 
June  3,  two  salmon,  101b.  and  9pb.  June  4,  one 
salmon,  lOlb.  Fishing  the  Falls  beat  of  the  Castle 
Water  on  June  1,  Captain  the  Hon.  Hugh  Eraser,  of 
Lovat,  had  two  salmon,  101b.  and  91b.  On  June  4 
he  had  two  grilse  of  4pb.  and  41b.,  while  on  June  3 
the  Hon.  Bernard  C,  Maxwell  had  a  fresh-run  grilse 
of  3Jlb.— A.  R. 

Border  Bsk  and  Liddle. — In  Stennish  water 
Mr.  G.  Wilson  creeled  17  Jib.  yellow  trout.  Mr.  C. 
Elliot  had  a  basket  of  221b.  in  the  Ewes.  Mr. 
J.  Telford,  jun.,  had  5lb.  of  yellow  trout  in 
Ewes  on  Friday.  The  same  angler  had  a  basket 
of  burn  trout  in  the  Upper  Esk.  Mr.  J.  J. 
Ogilvie  caught  .51b.  yellow  trout  in  Tarras  water ; 
Mr.  J.  Wallace  had  51b.  yellow  trout  in  Stennish 
water;  Mr.  C.  Barlow  over  50  yellow  trout  in 


'I'llouT,  SHA-TliouT,  AND  SALMON  Fl.IES.— One  of  the  lar^'est 
stocks  ill  tho  liiiiKdora.  Special  attention  given  to  Hies  to  jiatteru. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Moiinteil  fly  casts  for 
rivur  or  lake,  Is.  flil.  each.  .Suitable  selections  made  U>r  any  water. 
Extra  line  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  beiuK  killed  with  one 
cast.     Si)ecial  undrawn  gut  jioints,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 

I selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  (id.  ;  best  tapered.  Is.  ;  tlrat  (piality, 
9d.  e.-ich.— J.  E.  Mili.kr,  Northern  Anglers'  Depftt,  lit,  New 
Station-atreet,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  I'iscator,  Leeds." 


Wauchope,  above  the  Caul.  In  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Esk,  above  Langholm,  Mr.  C.  Byers 
had  two  dozen  yellow  trout ;  and  M,  Le  Cocq, 
fishing  in  tho  reserved  water,  a  sea-trout,  IJlb., 
and  a  basket  of  yellow  trout,  best  brace  2^lb. 
each.  Colonel  Maxwell  and  Major  Maxwell  had  some 
good  yellow  trout  in  Wester-Kirk  water,  heaviest 
l.^lb.  ;  Mr.  Cyril  G.  (Francis  creeled  twenty-two 
yellow  trout  in  the  upper  waters  of  the  Esk  ;  Mr. 
J.  Scott  had  ninetaon  yellow  trout  in  Wauchope,  and 
Mr.  J.  Beattie  a  sea-trout  of  l.^lh,  in  Glenfirra,  on 
June  1  ;  Mr.  J.  D.  Anderson  had  a  sea-trout  l  ilb., 
and  eighteen  yellow  trout  at  tho  Suspension  Bridge  ; 
Sergeant  Bell  had  a  sea-trout  weighing  21b., 
and  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  mid 
reaches  of  the  Esk ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson  caught  three 
sea-trout  in  Liddle  water  ;  Mr.  Hardie  had 
a  good  haul  of  yellow  trout ;  Messrs.  J.  Armstrong, 
J.  Beattie,  W.  Walker  and  others  had  fairly  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout ;  Mr.  Storey  had  two  sea- 
trout  in  the  Gullet  Pool,  and  Messrs.  Murray  and 
Carruthers  good  creels  of  yellow  trout  in  Liddle 
water.  In  the  Double  water  above  Netherby,  sea- 
trout  are  very  plentiful,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Murray  had 
three  sea-trout  IJIb.  each;  Mr.  Adam  Keene,  two 
sea-trout,  221b.  and  21b.;  Mr.  D,  Little  caught  a 
grilse.  4|lb.,  and  three  sea-trout,  IJlb.  each.  Mr. 
Tom  Steele  had  one  21b.,  while  Mr.  Brookbank  had 
three  sea-trout  of  a  similar  weight.  Mr,  W.  Ross 
had  a  sea-trout  l.Ub.  in  Langholm  water;  Mr. 
Macniillan  had  one  of  21b.  ;  Mr.  A.  Portoous  had  a 
sea-trout  l  |lb.  in  Canonbie  water  and  some  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  .^Stone  landed  a  sea-trout  of  2lb.  in  the 
same  water ;  Mr.  Chisholm  creeled  a  ?ea-trout  and . 
some  yellow  trout ;  Mr,  .J.  Scott  one  sea-trout  and 
a  nice  basket  of  yellow  trout.  Some  fine  summer 
salmon  have  been  taken  by  the  stake  nets  in  the 
Solway  Firth.  All  the  waters  are  ia  good  angling 
order. — Gilnockie, 

Carron  (Easter  Koss,  Ardgay,  1I',B,). — On 
May  30  a  salmon,  weighing  101b.,  was  caucht  by 
Mr.  F.  T.  Gervers  on  the  Amat  water;  on  May  31, 
two  salmon  of  about  lOJlb,  each  were  landed  on 
Mr.  Gervers'  rod;  on  June  1,  the  Amat  rod 
grassed  a  12-pounder;  on  2nd,  Mr.  R.  Munro, 
Glencalvie  House,  on  Mr.  Dyson-Perrins'  rod, 
landed  two  salmon,  averaging  about  lUb.  each; 
and  Mr.  Gervers'  rod  one  of  101b.,  on  Amat  water; 
on  3rd  and  4th,  four  salmon  were  caught  by  keepers 
on  the  upper  waters  for  the  proprietors  of  Glencalvie 
and  Amat.  The  weights  were  81b.,  81b.,  lOlb.,  and 
Ulb.— B. 

DeveroD. — No  rain' has  fallen  during 'the  past 
week,  and  the  river  i^  running  very  low,  Scarcely 
a  fish  is  entering,  and  both  angling  and  net  fishing 
are  very  backward.  For  the  past  week  the  net 
fishermen  had  only  a  few  salmon  and  trout.  On 
the  coast  the  yield  from  the  bag  nets  was  fair,  and  a 
box  was  despatched  almost  daily  to  the  market.  A 
meeting  of  the  Deveron  District  Fishery  Board  was 
held  atBanff  last  week.  The  accounts  of  the  Board  for 
the  year  showed  a  total  income  of  £843  9s.  5id., 
and  a  credit  balance  at  the  close  of  the  year  of 
£1  19s.  Id.— H.  W. 

Isla  (Perth). — The  weather  is  now  all  that  could 
be  wished,  and  angling  is  prosecuted  under  pleasant 
conditions.  On  the  main  stream  baskets  of  fine, 
firm  trout  have  been  got,  chiefl}'  with  fly — Hare's 
Ear  or  hackles.  On  the  Shoe,  Ardle,  and  Black- 
water  good  sport  has  been  the  rule,  several  pounders 
having  been  basketed.  On  the  iDecks  clear-water 
worm  fishing  is  successful,  but  the  trout  are  very 
small.  The  lochs  were  very  latp,  but  are  now  doing 
well,  the  average  on  Auchintaple  being  well  over  a 
pound.  During  the  past  few  seasons  some  angling 
has  been  done  on  Sunday,  but  it  is  not  at  all 
popular. — Iasgair, 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Ardgay,  N.B.),— This 
tidal  water  is  not  taken  advantage  of  as  it  might 
and  deserves.  It  is  free  to  all.  The  Kyle  is  twelve 
miles  in  length,  and  accommodation  for  visitors  can 
be  had  all  round  the  district.  There  are  good 
hotels  at  Ardgay,  Bonarbridge,  Invershin,  and 
Inveran,  besides  many  private  houses.  Boating  is 
almost  necessary,  but  they  are  available,  and  so  are' 
good  reliable  guides  for  the  stranger.  Local  anglers 
have  already  made  nice  baskets  of  sea- trout  this 
season.  The  word  "  local,"  here  used,  is  notapplie"* 
to  the  locality,  but  includes  Tain,  Dingwall,  Inver- 
ness, or,  indeed,  any  place  north  of  the^  Grampians 
where  anglers  do  congregate. — B. 

Loch  Cracail  (Bonarbridge,  IT.B.), — Messrs 
John  MacLeod,  sen.,  and  John  MacLeod,  jun.,  we' 
out  from  Bridge  Hotel  on  June  C,  and  made 
basket     of     twenty-six    well-conditioned  trout 
weighing  in  all  9ilb. — B. 

Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loc 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel  on  June  2,  Mr.  Tilston' 
boatmen  killed  one  salmon  weighing  lOlb.,  and  o 
June  3,  two,  121b.,  lllb.— S.  Tilston. 

North  of  Scotland. — Dee. — What  with  thunder 
weather  during  tho  day  and  frosts  over  night,  the 
is  little  wonder  that  sport  has  gone  off.    Yet  the 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  MEDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  supeiloi!  to  Split  Cane, 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

Prom  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  12  ozs. ;  very  powerfal, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Spilt  Cane, 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Beel  Is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  loohs  In  Scotland,  anglers  may 
rely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Taokle. 


Malloch's  New  KIngrfisher  Line. 

42  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon, 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  o3.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  better 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  few  uasoHcited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marvellous.   I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  K.  writes :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line— in  the  condition  it  is  In  now— that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes :  "  I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  jised 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  malies  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Spt'cittlifit'S : 
Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 
&c. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS 


Prices 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate, 
40  years'  experience. 

Cash  tvith  order.    29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS. 


FLIES. 


2/6 

doz. 


Sub-Tropical  Vegetation.       Climate  milder  than  Nice— never  hot. 

GAGRY,  CAUCASUS. 

SALMON,  TRODT,  &  SEA  FISHING,  &  SHOOTING. 

3S0,000  ACRESS   OF  SHOOTING. 


COMFORTABLE  HOTEL. 


12  hours  by  Steamer  from  Novorogsysk,  11  hours  from  Batoum. 
r      r^  ,  „  .  Yachts. 

For  Details,  write  to- 


Good  Anchorage 


Manager  of  Hotel,  QAQRY,  CAUCASUS. 


THE  OAKENGLOUGH  FISHERY, 


P*roj3i?ietor 


Garstang^,  Lancashire. 


HAROr^D  JACKSON. 


500  Acres  of  Water.  10   Miles  of  Streams. 

THE  PREMIER  FISHERY  OF  THE  CENTURY. 

and  three. year-olds.  for  stocking  water.  Season  .904-05.    Bookings  now  beinl  made 
Naturally-fcd  Fish    No  horse-flesh,  making  bottom  feeders  and  cannibals,  and 
producing  disease  and  death.    Guaranteed  free  rising,  sporting  fish. 
/»ec  Admce  1^/  J'oH.  Correspondence  corMaUy  invited. 


SALMON 
FLIES 

Dressed  on  Tested  Hooks 
with  a  stated  lifting- 
power  of  7  lbs.  upwards. 

Eacli  Hooli  Tested  and 
guaranteed  individually. 
On  eyed  hooks  or  gut 
loops. 

JFINE  IVIXDGES,  dressed  on  0000,  000,  00  eyed  hooks, 
sundown,  when  the  "  Gnat  is  on." 

For  TROUT  FLIES  (river  and  lake),  GRILSE  FLIES,  &c.,  and  all 
best  patterns  of  RODS,  see  List  supplied  post  free  by 

C.  HUTCHINSON,  43,  Finkle  St.,  Kendal. 


For  fishing  at 
Will  kill  when  all  else  fails. 


MALCOM  &  CO. 

(The  Sportsman's  Waterproofers). 

SUMMER  WADING. 

The  "  Featherweight"  Fishing  Stockings, 

18/6  ;  over  32  in.,  21/-. 

The  "FIELD,"  June  30,  1900,  says: 

"This  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not  only  in  the  lightness  of  the  material,  but  in  the 
sensible  roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 


The  "Gossamer"  Fishing  Jacket,  25/-. 

The  "FIELD,"  April  25,  1903,  says: 

"The  little  jacket  is  dressed  untsiile  with  a  snioutli  covering  of  brown  rubber  ....  and  we 
should  say  that  its  water-excluding  properties  are  beyond  question.  ...  Its  weight  is  only  li  lb. 


3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 
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are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools  from  the  mid  reaches 
all  the  way  right  up  to  Braemar.  On  tlie  Fife  Arms 
water  Mr.  Lament  had  three  beauties.  On  the 
Lower  Invercauld  and  on  the  Royal  waters  at 
Balmoral  fair  sport  is  being  got,  and  with  a  fresh 
fill  the  chances  would  be  vaatly  increased.  On  the 
Aboyne  and  Glentana  sections,  a  good  few  fish  have 
been  got  in  the  evenings,  but  the  water  is  too  small 
and  clear  for  day  work.  On  the  Carlogie  water 
Mr.  W.  Farquhar  had  three  last  week,  heaviest 
191b.,  while  Charlie  Blackland,  keeper,  had  one 
on  Friday,  June  3,  of  23ib.  On  the  Borrowstono 
section  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brocklehurat  have  run  up  a 
tidy  score  for  May,  but  during  past  fortnight  sport 
has  been  flat.  On  June  7,  Mr.  Brocklehurst  had 
a  fine  fish  of  19Ib.  On  Woodend  water  several 
fine  fish  have  been  creeled  and  one  grihe.  On  the 
Blackball  Castle  water,  as  also  on  the  Crathes  section, 
the  same  state  of  matters  prevails.  On  the  Don 
some  splendid  baskets  of  trout  are  being  got  up 
stream  worming.  On  the  Kemnay  weter  Mr.  Feuch 
and  friend  have  had  some  good  baskets,  several 
scaling  over  l^lb.  and  21b.  On  the  other  sections 
any  sport  agoing  is  being  got  to  the  minnow  or  over- 
night fishing.  Till  a  good  rattling  spate  comes 
sport  will  be  flat  all  over,  although  there  is  no 
lack  of  fish  were  the  conditions  more  suitable.  On 
the  coast  the  salmon  supply  is  dropping  off,  and  as 
yet  the  grilse  have  not  made  an  effective  appear- 
ance.— G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.  B.}.  — 
On  May  31  Mr.  J.  H.  Shaw,  on  Top  Shin,  two 
dozen  trout,  91b.,  and  Mr.  Leake,  on  Loch  Griam, 
thirty-five,  lOJlb.  On  June  1  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith, 
on  Loch  Griam,  twenty-six  trout,  6Jlb.  ;  Messrs. 
Beard  and  Hughes,  on  Top  Shin,  nineteen,  lOJlb. ; 
Mr.  Shaw,  on  Lower  Fiag,  fourteen,  6ilb.  ;  and  Mr. 
Leake,  on  Upper  Fiag,  seven,  2ilb.  On  2nd  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Smith,  on  Top  Shin,  twenty-two  trout, 
8^1b. ;  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Beard,  on  Griam,  forty- 
one,  14Jlb. ;  Mr.  Shaw,  onMerkland,  fourteen,  4ilb. ; 
and  Mr.  Leake,  twenty,  81b.  On  3rd  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith,  on  Lower  Fiag,  eleven  trout,  4Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Shaw,  on  Griam,  seventeen,  4Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Hughes 
and  Beard,  on  Upper  Fiag,  twenty,  101b. ;  and  Mr. 
Leake,  on  Mid  Shin,  seven,  IJlb.  On  4th  Mr. 
Leake,  on  Lower  Mid  Shin,  fourteen  trout,  51b. ; 
Mr,  Shaw,  on  Upper  Fiag,  nine,-  31b. ;  Mr.  Hughes, 
on  Upper  Mid  Shin,  eleven,  9|Ib. ;  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith,  on  Merkland,  twenty,  li\h. — B. 

Soonrie  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg.  N.B.). — 
On  June  1,  Messrs.  Schilezzi  and  Pearson,  on  Loch 
Clashfearn,  had  thirty-one  trout,  7Jlb. ;  and  Dr. 
Murphy,  Birkenhead,  on  Hill  Lochs,  three  trout, 
2  jib.  On  June  2,  Dr.  Murphy,  on  Loch  Clashfearn, 
twenty-eight  trout,  71b.,  and  on  Tarbat  water  on 
same  day,  fifteen  trout,  5lb. ;  Messrs.  Pearson  and 
Schilezzi,  on  Cnochd-Mhichie,  twenty-eight  trout, 
lO^lb. ;  and  Dr.  Collins,  on  Clashfearn,  twenty-one 
trout,  51b.— B. 

Sliin  (luverau,  N.B.). — The  weather  of  late  has 
been  very  dry  and  bright,  and  sport  has  consequently 
fallen  off.  The  following  is  all  the  sport  since  last 
reported: — On  June  31,  Sir  John  Ferguson-Davie, 
Bart.,  of  Greedy,  Devonshire,  was  out  from  Suther- 
land Arms  Hotel,  and  landed  a  salmon  of  101b. 
On  June  2,  Mr.  Edward  Buxton  landed  two  salmon 
weighing  101b.  and  81b.  On  June  3,  Mr.  Gurney 
grassed  a  9-pounder,  and  on  June  4  one  of  131b. 
On  June  6,  Mr.  Edward  Buxton  landed  the  first 
grilse  of  the  season  :  it  weighed  fully  31b. — ^B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Angling  has  not  been  of 
much  interest  since  last  week's  notes  in  the  rivers 
of  this  district.  The  Annan. — Angling  in  the 
Warmanbie  stream,  below  Mount  Annan  island,  Mr. 
Wilson,  Annan,  had  a  fine  sea-trout  of  21b.,  and  in 
Sir  Robert  Jardine's  portion,  Mr.  Wield  had  a  sea- 
trout  of  1  ^Ib.  One  or  two  have  been  taken  in  the 
private  water  of  Mount  Annan,  as  also  in  the  Hod- 
dom  and  Castlemilk  waters.  In  the  Wamphray 
district  Mr.  Hutchinson  had  one  sea-trout  of  lib. 
and  a  dozen  yeUow  trout.  Mr.  Johnstone,  one  sea- 
trout  of  l^lb.,  besides  a  few  yellow  trout.  Mr. 
Tomlinson,  one  sea-trout  and  ten  yellow  trout.  Small 
catches  of  trout  have  also  been  caught  in  the  waters 
near  to  Moffat,  chiefly  with  the  clear-water  worm. 
The  members  of  the  Glasgow  Anglers'  Eastern  Club 
had  a  night  and  day  competition  on  the  Annan  and 
Clyde  on  Friday  night  and  Saturday.  The  catches 
were  about  an  average,  eleven  rods  having  ib^ih.  of 
trout.  The  With,  Dumfbies. — A  fair  number  of 
sea-trout  have  ascended  this  river,  and  odd  ones 
have  fallen  to  local  rods  in  the  middle  and  upper 
stretches.  In  the  lower  portion  of  the  Mid  Niths- 
dale  Association  water  Mr.  Duff  killed  a  salmon  of 
S^lb.;  and  in  the  Thomhill  stretch  odd  sea-trout 
have  been  caught.  The  Galloway  Rivhbs  and 
Lochs. — Not  much  has  been  done  in  the  rivers  of 
the  Stewartry  this  week.  A  few  visitors  have  been 
fishing  the  upper  parts,  and  have  caught  moderate 
creels  of  yellow  trout  with  worm  on  Stewart 
tackle.  A  fall  of  rain  would  improve  the  streams. 
Aykshibb  Lochs  and  Riveeb. — On  the  rivers  little 


or  nothing  has  been  caught  during  the  daytime, 
but  several  fair  catcjies  have  been  made  by  after 
dark  anglers.  On  Loch  Doon  on  Friday,  Mr.  Clark, 
out  in  the  Eglinton  Hotel  boat,  had  twenty-three 
yellow  trout;  on  the  4th  Mr.  Steedman  and  friend 
had  forty-seven.  The  Dalmellington  Anglers'  Club 
had  their  annual  competition  on  Monday,  when 
Mr.  .Tas.  McDonald  carried  off  the  first  prize  with 
forty-one  trout. — Heathehbell. 

Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  (Lairg,  N.B.). — 
Since  the  opening  of  the  season  sport  on  the  hotel 
waters  has  been  as  follows: — On  May  24  Mr.  Allan 
Smith,  on  Loch  Shin,  thirty-one  trout,  9Jlb.,  and 
on  May  25,  on  Fuarloch,  sixteen,  51b.  On  May  26, 
on  Loch  Shin,  thirty-three,  lOlb.,  and  on  May  30 
six  trout  averaging  ^Ib.  each.  On  June  2  Mr. 
Combe,  on  Loch  Shin,  six  trout,  41b.  On  June  3 
Mr.  MacKay,  on  Loch  Shin,  eleven  trout,  4jlb.  ; 
Mr.  Copeland,  on  same  loch,  ten,  41b ;  and  Mr. 
Combe,  on  Loch  Beannach,  eight,  61b.  (heaviest 
l|lb.).  On  June  4  Mr.  Copeland,  on  Loch  Shin, 
twelve,  5 Jib.  On  June  6  Mr.  Combe,  on  Loch  Shin, 
sixteen  trout,  6  Jib. ;  and  Mr.  Copeland  fourteen, 
5Jlb.,  besides  twoferox  of  2Jlb.  and  21b.  On  June  7 
the  last  named  got  six  trout,  21b.  In  the  meantime, 
angling  prospects  are  very  promising. — B. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — In  consequence  of  the  drying 
winds  and  bright  sunshine  that  prevailed  through 
the  week,  this  river  is  reduced  to  summer  level,  but 
all  its  sections  are  yet  in  order.  Trout  refused  to 
come  to  the  fly  in  the  daytime,  but  they  rose  freely 
in  the  evenings  and  good  sport  was  obtained.  Grilse 
continue  coming  in  from  the  sea,  and  the  top  and 
middle  sections  are  being  stocked  with  these  fitsh, 
but  the  greater  part  of  all  the  salmon  are  resting  in 
the  deep  pools  waiting  for  a  flood  to  take  them  over 
the  weirs.  Mr.  A.  Meenan  caught  fourteen  trout, 
181b.,  on  the  Portglenone  section,  these,  with 
twenty-five  previously  caught,  make  thirty-nine 
fish,  weighing  581b.  He  was  on  the  river  for  eleven 
days,  but  the  fly  could  only  be  used  in  the  evenings 
as  bright  sunshine  prevailed  in  the  daytime.  Mr. 
H.  Coates  made  a  basket  of  seven  trout,  161b.,  on 
the  Kilrea  reach.  Mr.  Wolff,  M.P.,  caught  two 
salmon,  121b.  and  141b.;  Mr.  C.  Henderson,  four, 
131b.,  13ilb.,  161b.,  and  ITJIb. ;  Mr.  G.  Andrews  and 
friend,  six,  1  lib.,  11  ilb.,  121b.,  141b.,  151b.,  17Jlb., 
and  one  grilse,  31b. ;  and  Colonel  Delacherois  and 
friend,  ten,  ranging  from  91b.  to  161b.,  on  the 
Caroruroe  stretch. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — On  account  of  the  ex- 
ceptionally bright  weather  sport  has  been  dull  on 
mo-.t  waters.  On  the  Water  Commissioners'  dams 
the  takes  averaged  three  to  four  fish  per  rod,  and 
little  was  done  on  the  rivers  which  are  low  and  clear. 
Mr.  S.  Faulkiner  on  Monro's  Dam  had  eleven  trout 
up  to  fib.— J.  A.  B. 

Boyle. — Unless  we  have  a  change  in  the  weather 
before  Monday  next,  the  May  Fly  season  of  1904 
will  be  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  from  an  angler's 
point  of  view  it  is  a  pity,  as  we  never  had  a  season 
to  open  better.  Thursday,  May  26,  was  first  day  on 
Gara,  F.  Monson's  boat  getting  six  nice  trout. 
May  27  was  too  bright  and  calm,  but  May  28  was 
all  right,  and  Mr.  Elliott  and  friend  got  sixteen. 
May  29,  30,  and  31  were  all  good  fishing  days.  On 
Gara,  Mr.  O'Connor's  boat  had  fifteen,  Mr.  Elliott's, 
fourteen.  Captain  Baker,  nine ;  these  were  got  on 
May  29.  May  30,  Mr.  Elliott's  boat  got  {twenty. 
May  31,  Captain  Baker,  thirteen,  Mr.  Cabrill,  nine, 
Mr.  Elliott,  seven.  June  1  was  best  day  on  all  the 
lakes,  Arrow  especially  doing  very  well.  Six  boats 
fishing  from  Mr.  Acheson's,  of  Arrow  Lodge,  got 
thirty-four  trout  weighing  79^lb.  Several  other 
boats  had  very  good  takes,  and  on  Gara  I  saw  a 
good  many  boats  with  takes  ranging  from  101b.  to 
151b.  fish  in  each  boat.  Thursday,  June  2,  Captain 
Robertson  and  brother  had  twelve  nice  trout  on 
Gara,  and  from  this  date  weather  got  too  fine,  and 
fishing  fell  off  considerably. — G.  Taylob. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— During 
the  past  week  Mr.  R.  S.  Johnston  landed  one 
salmon  of  161b.,  Mr.  R.  W.  Sitwell  one  of  111b., 
Mr.  G.  Davies  one  of  161b.,  Mr.  G.  Godwin  one  of 
lUb.,  and  Mr.  W.  B.  Jameson  a  grilse  of  51b.  Very 
little  sport  will  be  had  until  some  heavy  rain  falls. 
Trout  anglers  have  had  fair  sport,  amongst  the 
most  successful  being  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  Mr.  Eskrigge, 
Major  Cotton,  Mr.  G.  E.  Godwin,  Mr.  R.  S.  Johnston, 
Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston,  etc. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Killarney. — Fair  or  average  sport  has  been  had 
at  salmon,  which  are  very  numerous  in  the  Killarney 
waters.  Brown  trout  have  yielded  respectable 
eport  at  times  whenever  a  breeze  sprang  up  in  the 
evenings. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle).  —  Dapping  on  Lough 
Arrow  has  improved.  I  never  saw  a  better  rise  of 
trout  than  on  .June  7.  On  June  1,  anglers  at  Arrow 
Lodge  had  thirty-four  trout,  weighing  79^lb.,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moorhead  having  the  best  catch,  eleven 
fish,  25Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Rolle  coming  second  with  six  fish. 


161b.;  Colonel  Hewat  had  three  fish,  81b.;  Mr. 
Lloyd,  one,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Dobbs,  two,  3Jlb. ;  Canon 
Parker,  three,  6  Jib. ;  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  six,  1  lib, ; 
Mr.  G.  Acheson,  two,  71b.,  one  of  which  was  4  jib. ; 
Mr.  J.  A.  Acheson,  four,  131b.,  on  same  date.  Other 
boats  had  some  very  good  catches  also,  one  of  Col. 
Gittin's  boats  getting  the  largest  fish,  7lb.  On 
June  2,  Mr.  Moorhead  had  four  fish,  31b.  each  ;  Col. 
Hewat,  three,  7Jlb. ;  Canon  Parker,  one,  2Jlb.  ; 
Dr.  Fitz  Gibbon,  one,  31b.  ;  Mr.  Dobbs,  one,  21b.  ; 
Mr.  Rolle,  four,  three  91b.,  and  one  41b. ;  Mr.  Ander- 
son, two,  2^\h.  each.  On  June  3,  Mrs.  Moorhead, 
three,  3 Jib.  each  ;  Col.  Hewat,  two,  olb.  ;  Mr.  Lloyd, 
one,  2Jlb. ;  Canon  Parker,  one,  21b.  ;  Mr.  Dobbs,  one, 
21b.  ;  Mr.  Anderson,  two,  2ilb.  On  June  4,  Mr.  G. 
H.  Lloyd,  two,  2 Jib.  ;  Col.  Hewat,  one,  3Jlb. ;  Canon 
Parker,  one,  21b. ;  Mr.  Lampteur,  one,  31b. ;  Mr. . 
Bull,  four;  Mr.  Anderson,  four,  lllb.  On  June  5, 
Mr.  Lamptuer,  one,  3lb  ;  Hon.  J.  Crichton,  one, 
31b. ;  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  five,  13  Jib.  On  Juno  6, 
Admiral  Hastings,  four,  101b. ;  Canon  Parker  and 
Mr.  Lloyd,  seven,  171b.;  Mr.  G.  H.  Lloyd  and  Mr. 
Dobbs,  three,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  G.  Acheson,  one,  41b. 
Very  bright  weather. — Geo.  Acheson. 

Lough  Corrib  (Anglers'  Hotel).— Catches  of 
fish  during  the  past  week  :  June  2,  Mr  C.  White 
had  five  fish,  61b. ;  Mr.  Du  Croy,  nine,  91b. ;  Mrs. 
and  Mr.  Court,  four,  71b.  ;  Mr.  Oakham,  four,  51b. ; 
Mr.  Hurst,  in  same  boat,  three :  Col.  Caufield,  nine, 
61b.  3rd,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court>  eight  trout,  lllb.; 
Mr.  Coghlin  White,  nine,  101b.,  and  a  pike,  201b. ; 
Mr.  ;Du  Croy,  three  trout,  51b. ;  Mr.  Oakham,  three, 
41b. ;  Mr.  Hurst,  two,  31b. ;  Col,  Caufield,  two,  41b. 
4th,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court,  three,  61b.,  and  a  pike  of 
lllb.  ;  Mr.  C.  White,  one  trout,  51b.  and  two,  31b. ; 
Mr.  C.  White,  three,  one  51b.,  the  others  3lb.  ;  Mr. 
Du  Croy,  three,  51b. ;  Col.  Caufield,  three,  41b. ; 
Mr.  Oakham,  two,  31b.,  and  a  pike  of  101b.  5th, 
Mr.  C.  White,  six  trout,  one  4Jlb.,  the  rest  61b. ; 
Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court,  seven,  lllb.;  Mr.  Oakham, 
five,  81b.  The  weather  was  exceptionally  calm  and 
hot  during  the  past  week.  Great  prospects  now  on 
the  May  Ply  dapping. — Nauohton. 

Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask  (Cong). — Colonel 
and  Mrs.  Sherwood,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hardingham,  Mr. 
Brummitt,  Mr.  Ashfield,  Mr.  Bob  Brummitt,  and 
Mr.  S.  W.  Wells,  fishing  these  waters  during  the 
past  week  from  the  Carlisle  Arms,  Cong,  are  making 
fair  baskets  daily,  although  there  was  a  very  poor 
rise  of  the  May  Fly  up  to  June  3.  Colonel  Sherwood 
got  a  6  Jib.  trout  trolling  on  the  6th.  and  Mr.  Wells 
three  trout  of  61b.  on  the  dap. — 0.  D. 

Lough  Cnrrane,  etc.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Owing  to  sultry  and  bright  weather  sport  has  been 
backward.  Some  sport  was  had  at  sea-trout  on  a 
couple  of  days  in  the  late  evenings,  the  best  basket 
being  one  of  three — ^weighing  61b. — creeled  by  Mr. 
J.  H.  Bona.— T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbur). — Fishing 
above  waters  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel  continues 
good.  Not  altogether  favourable  for  dapping  on 
Lough  Mask  owing  to  warm  weather ;  anglers 
were  obliged  to  turn  to  trolling,  several  large  trout  ■ 
caught  from  Clonbur  end  of  lough  ranging  from 
4lb.  to  8Jlb.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Langford  caught  on  ' 
the  dap  on  June  6  half  a  dozen  ranging  from  lib.  ' 
to  4ilb.  Corrib  on  north  wind  seems  more  favour- 
able for  dapping,  and  several  anglers  are  now 
turning  to  Clonbur  shores  of  Corrib  with  good 
results.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Legard  made  a  very  fine 
basket  on  Corrib,  thirteen  trout,  on  June  5,  weighing 
161b.  together.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Chitty,  Rev.  Mr. 
Lemington,  Mr,  Smallwood,  and  Mr.  Tyrrell,  on 
June  7,  caught,  on  the  Clonbur  shore  of  Lough 
Mask,  forty-eight  trout  ranging  from  lib.  to  3jlb., 
all  on  the  dap.  Mr.  Tyrrell  to  his  own  rod  caught 
twenty  of  above  lot,  weighing  271b.  No  other  lake 
in  Ireland  can  show  such  a  record,  owing  to  the 
result  of  preservation. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melyin. — Sport  was  poor  on  this  lake 
during  the  past  week  owing  to  bright  weather  and 
east  winds.  Mr.  C.  Gallagher  landed  a  trout  {Salmo 
ferox)  of  61b.  on  June  3,  and  Mr.  Morrow  one  grilse, 
5 Jib.,  on  June  6.  Trouting  was  generally  good  in 
the  evenings. — M,  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo), — Weather  here  for  the  past  week  was  very 
bright.  Mr.  C.  Watt  had  two  grilse,  4Jlb.,  5lb.  ;  Mr. 
Charles  Elwell,  two  salmon,  101b  .  151b. ;  Mr.  Wigan, 
3Jlb.,  51b.,  one  salmon  101b.  Mr.  Edmund  Perry- 
Knox- Gore,  on  June  2,  seven  spring  salmon,  71b., 
lOJlb.,  121b.,  121b.,  141b.,  141b.,  201b.  This  is  rtie 
best  day's  catch  of  spring  fish  ever  known  on  the 
Moy  river.  Some  trout  and  a  few  grilse  were  got 
on  the  loughs,  spinning.  Loughs  Talt  and  Callow 
fished  well  for  the  week  ;  best  bag,  forty-two  trout, 
19Jlb. — Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell). — We  are  just  now  at 
the  commencement  of  the  peal  saason,  and  we  look 
forward  to  a  busy  time  for  anglers  immediately. 
On  Doonas  Mr.  S.  C.  Vansittart  killed  two  salmon, 
15 Jib.,  11  Jib.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham    killed    two  salmon,   211b.,  9  Jib. ;  Mrs. 
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Ingham  killed  three  salmon,  Kilb.,  lO^lb.,  181b., 
and  one  peal  4jlb.  On  the  Summerhill  fishery  Mrs. 
Ingham  killed  one  salmon,  131b.  On  the  Worldsend 
Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed  four  salmon,  IS^lb.,  13ilb., 
2141b.,  33|lb.  On  Prospect,  Capt.  Morrison,  M.P., 
killed  two  salmon,  121b.,  14ilb.  On  Woodlands, 
Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  two  salmon,  131b.,  311b. 
The  complete  return  for  Hermitage  for  month  of 
May  is  :  Lord  Massy,  twelve  salmon,  37lb.,  221b. 
111b.,  111b.,  141b.,  231b.,  211b.,  14*lb.,  141b.,  10|lb., 
131b.,  201b.;  Lord  Inchiquin,  one  salmon,  131b. — J. 
Enbight  and  Sox. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe). — 
The  wind  up  to  the  Green  Drake  setkson  has  been 
very  disappointing,  not  for  want  of  plenty  of  beauti- 
ful trout,  but  because  of  most  tormentingly  calm 
weather.  Only  a  few  very  patient  and  expert 
fishermen  have  done  anything  of  any  account. 
Mr.  .1.  T.  Malpass  and  friend,  Mr.  Dutton,  got  some 
decent  baskets  last  week.  Eighteen  trout  on  one 
day  and  12  on  another  day,  weighing  18ilb.,  largest 
41b.,  which  fell  to  Mr.  Malpass'  rod,  and  one  of 
341b.  to  Mr.  Dutton' s  rod.  Mr.  Woods  also  killed 
some  good  fLsh  on  the  lake.  His  best  day  was 
seven  tish,  Kilb.  Sir  Montague  and  Lady  Montague 
Chapman  landed  eight  salmon  and  grilse  this  week, 
and  Mr.  Malmsbury  Cotham  has  taken  many  grilse 
on  the  Mill  Pool. — S.  J.  Hubley. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Vejrtanz  (June  4). — We  have  had  another  week 
of  broken  weather,  with  summer  rains  and  some 
thunder.  The  Grand,  or  Vaudoise,  stream  was 
mostly  thick,  and  the  Stocjialper  dirty  at  the 
junction  of  the  new  tributary  cut  and  below  it. 
Above  this  place  good  fish  have  been  interviewed, 
and  the  Colonel  got  four  one  day  from  8Jin.  to  12in. 
on  a  large  Olive  Dun.  Further  down  stream  there 
were  only  a  few  Drakes  about  being  taken  by  small 
fry  (stigmatised  as  "suckers"  by  our  youngest 
trans-Atlantic  angler),  while  the  warmth  of  the  air 
rendered  the  shade  and  good  brown  lager  beer 
obtainable  at  Vouvry  more  attractive  than  the 
stream.  The  Eaufroid  has  been  very  full  lately, 
but  often  too  dirty  for  fly  fishing.  One  nice  trout 
was  seen  being  taken  from  it  as  a  train  passed  by. 
May  Flies  are  becoming  scarce,  and  the  few  anglers 
now  left  hereabouts  must  be  prepared  for  chance 
opportunities  at  this  season. — Benwyan. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Balliuskelligs. — Sport  continues  good.  On  one 
day  four  local  fishermen  caught  twenty-six  pollack 
and  another  party  of  three  had  twenty  on  the  same 
day.  The  best  time  for  fishing  has  been  after 
6  p.m.  Rock  fishers  have  had  good  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Brighton. — Favoured  by  land  breezes  and  calm 
seas,  numbers  of  boat  anglers  have  been  off  during 
the  past  week,  from  a  mile  to  two  miles  off  the 
Kemp  Town  shore  ;  over  twenty  boats  were  off  a  few 
days  ago,  after  whiting  pout  and  flatfish,  plying 
both  rod  and  line.  Mackerel  boats  are  now  olf 
nightly  with  seine  nets,  some  four  or  eight  miles 
frem  the  shore. — H. 

Darrynane  (co.  Kerry). — Pollack  are  now  giving 
good  aport  at  and  around  this  station  both  from 
boato  and  rocks.  The  fish  have  varied  in  weight  from 
21  b.  to  14ib,,  he  big  fellows  being  had  in  deep  water 
along  the  rocky  shore  of  the  Reeneraugh  promon- 
tory. Nothing  seen  of  mullet  or  bass  so  far. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal. — Owing  to  the  strong  north-east  wind 
which  has  been  blowing  for  several  days,  no  fishing 
has  been  done  with  rod  and  line,  but  several  good 
takes  of  mackerel  have  been  landed  by  drift  not 
fishermen.  When  the  woather settles  down  and  water 


gets  in  good  condition  I  shall  not  be  surprised  to 
see  mackerel  taken  with  railing  line  and  spinner. — 
Edward  Hanger  (B.S.A.S.) 

Fowey  (Cornwall). — Fishing  not  very  good 
last  week,  but  better  this.  Boat  anglers  are  how 
having  fair  sport.  We  took  about  a  score  of 
pollack  yesterday  (June  0)  from  about  31b.  to  Olb. 
each.  Small  pol'ack  and  bass  are  being  caught  in 
the  harbour.  W^eather  fine.  Not  many  visitors 
here  yet. — H. 

Penzance. — Since  the  last  report  we  have  had 
splendid  weather  and  the  sport  keenly  followed,  and 
good  catches  have  been  the  rule.  Bream  in 
abundance,  and  the  other  varieties  fairly  plentiful ; 
some  very  large  ling  and  cod  have  also  helped  up 
some  catches.  Below  is  given  a  summary  of 
Boatmen  Taylor  and  Croft's  catches.  I  went  out 
with  them  on  Friday  (June  3)  and  had  a  good  time. 
On  June  2,  one  ling,  401b.,  one  cod,  201b.,  six 
pollack,  average  71b.,  one  crawfish  (large),  four 
pouting,  and  sixty  good-sized  bream.  On  June  3, 
ninety  bream,  average  21b.  each,  eleven  pollack, 
average  71b,,  six  conger,  one  large  cod,  25lb.,  one 
small  ling,  two  gurnard,  seven  bibs.  On  June  4, 
only  on  the  ground  two  and  a  half  hours,  fourteen 
bream,  five  conger,  two  pollack,  one  pouting,  two 
bibs.  On  June  6,  two  ling,  401b.  and  301b.,  four 
pollack,  average  81b.,  one  conger,  201b.,  two  bream, 
one  pouting.  Whiffing  fair  sport ;  one  pollack 
caught  weighed  101b.  Rod  fishing  from  piers 
moderate  sport. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

 The  fishing  at  the  pier  heads  has  much  im- 
proved during  the  last  week  or  two,  and  rod  anglers 
are  now  having  good  sport  with  pollack,  cole  and 
flat  fish.  Our  mackerel  boats  are  doing  well  by 
drift  nets — indeed,  the  market  is  glutted  with 
mackerel,  which  sell  at  from  2s.  6d.  to  10s.  per 
120.  We  are  having,  at  time  of  writing,  very  fine 
weather. — H. 

Plymouth. — There  has  been  plenty  of  sport 
during  the  last  week,  and  nearly  every  boat  has 
been  bringing  in  good  catches,  those  that  go  farthest 
out,  of  course,  get  the  biggest  fish,  and  several  have 
been  taken  during  the  week  over  141b.  each.  One 
gentleman,  a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  had  13171b. 
of  pollack  in  two  days'  fishing  with  a  rod  ;  another 
big  catch  on  two  rods  was  over  Icwt.  in  three  hours, 
aU  taken  on  the  artificial.  There  has  also  been 
some  big  catchea  of  bass.  The  whiting  boats  have 
been  taking  very  large  fish,  but  they  are  a  long  way 
out  in  the  Channel. — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate. — The  weather  has  made  fishing  very 
uncomfortable,  and  impossible  on  some  days.  A 
few  boats  were  out  on  June  5,  and  had  takes  that 
ran  from  one  to  three  score  of  dabs,  codlings,  and 
poutings  ;  the  latter  are  numerous,  but  small.  Very 
little  has  been  done  from  the  piers,  but  a  few  nice 
bass  have  been  sporting  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour, 
and  with  warmer  weather  sport  with  them  should 
be  had.  Wind  north-easterly,  strong  and  cold. — 
Grey  Mullet. 

Scarborough.  —  Pier  anglers  are  having  fair 
sport  with  dabs  and  small  plaice,  and  boat  anglers 
are  catching  dabs  and  silver  whiting  in  the  bay. 
The  last  named  are  just  beginning  to  come  into  the 
bay.  At  time  of  writing  (June  7)  we  are  having 
nice  summer  weather. — H. 


Ppoyineial  Angling  flotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morning. 

FROM   BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angiing 
Association  was  held  on  Saturday  evening  last.  Mr. 
R,  Wingfield  presided  and  Mr.  R.  D.  J^rost  occupied 
the  vice  chair.  A  letter  of  condolence  was  forwarded 
to  the  widow  of  Mr.  L.  Wryde,  of  Bristol,  who  was 
identified  with  the  association  from  its  foundation. 
Mr.  H.  Miller,  the  general  secretary,  informed  the 
meeting  that  seven  new  clubs  had  joined  the  asso- 
ciation since  January  last,  and  that  the  strengtii  of 
the  association  was  5850  members,  and  that  the 
amount  standing  in  the  bank  to  its  credit  was,  after 
paying  all  expenses,  ,£230.  A  number  of  new  con- 
cessions had  been  applied  for  on  the  G.W.  and 
L.N.W.  railway  companies,  and  had  been  granted 
with  one  or  two  exceptions.  Mr.  Miller  gave  in  a 
report  of  the  meeting  of  the  National  Federation 
of  Anglers,  but  the  meeting  after  hearing  the 
report  were  opposed  to  the  rod  tax.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  presiding  officers  brought  the  meeting 
to  a  clo.se.  The  Trades  Exhibition  at  Bingley  Hall 
closed  on  Saturday  evening  last.  The  P. A. A.  and 
B.D.U.A.  have  run  very  close  in  the  sale  of 
tickets,  and  the  fish  section  has,  without  a  doubt, 
been  well  patronised,  and  has  been  the  great  source 
of  attraction.  Several  contests  will  be  fished  at  tlie 
opening  of  the  season.  Dofford  is  now  open  to  our 
members.  The  fishing  at  Pershoro  will  be  opened 
again  to  the  public,  but  1  would  advise  our  members 


not  to  go  there  until  August  on  account^  of  the 
mowing  grass.  The  Dog  and  Partridge  Club  fish  a 
bye  contest  at  Defford  on  July  3.  The  Eureka 
Society  fish  a  bye  contest  in  the  canal  .at  Lichfield 
on  July  23.  Some  fair  sized  trout  have  been  taken 
from  the  local  waters  near  the  city. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  river  Hull  is  in  grand  condition  for  this  week- 
end, and  when  the  season  opens  for  coarse  fish 
angling,  prospects  are  very  promising,  for  the  river 
is  alive  with  good  fish,  apparently  in  grand  con- 
dition ;  and  especially  is  this  the  case  in  the  tidal 
watjrs  below  Hull  Bridge.  A  few  very  good  trout 
have  been  secured  during  the  week  both  in  the 
river  and  Di'iffield  Canal,  and  on  Saturday  last  one 
of  our  local  enthusiasts,  Mr.  Henry  Whitfield, 
secured  a  splendid  fish  in  the  canal  near  Driffield, 
which  scaled  51b  ;  one  of  about  31b.  has  also  been 
taken  in  the  river  near  to  Gibraltar  during  the 
week.  The  Universal  Angling  Association  and  the 
Hull  We.inesday  Society  will  both  hold  matches  on 
the  river  at  Brigg  on  June  22. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Butterfield,  while  char  trolling  on  the  lake, 
captured  a  trout  of  7lb. ;  he  also  had  a  dozen  char. 
Other  boats  have  been  doing  fairly  well  amongst 
the  latter  fish,  running  up  to  thirty  per  day  per 
boat.  Trolling  for  trout  has  fallen  off  a  bit,  but  a 
few  fish  up  to  41b.  have  been  taken.  Whipping  is 
very  moderate,  but  the  days  have  been  glaringly 
bright  and  hot.  The  Green  Drakes  are  now  on,  and 
with  them  some  good  fish  should  be  creeled.  On 
the  Kent  a  few  big  trout  are  being  taken  in  the 
evening  on  winged  flies,  the  best  running  up  to 
l|lb.,  and  when  I  point  out  that  the  Kent  is  a 
typical  north  country  beck,  holding  only  the 
common  brown  trout,  fish  of  this  weight  are  well 
worth  the  angler's  attention.  A  few  sea-trout  have 
also  made  their  appearance  on  its  lower  reaches, 
but  so  far  I  have  only  heard  of  one  capture — a  nice 
fish  of  2ilb. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  BoUin,  especially  in  the  lower  length,  is  fishing 
well,  last  week-end  several  nice  fish  were  taken.  The 
Tyldesley  anglers  will  open  the  season  at  Morley's 
Hall  on  June  25.  A  very  good  report  is  to  hand 
from  the  Lower  Broughton  anglers,  especially 
from  the  junior  department  and  the  benevolent  fund 
treasurer.  They  intend  a  busy  season.  The  Salford 
Socials  open  at  High  Lane  on  July  3,  previous  to  which 
on  June  30  they  hold  a  special  meeting.  Quite  a  long 
list  of  fixtures  is  to  hand  from  that  nursery  of  anglers, 
Openshaw.  The  Centrals  have  arranged  fixtures 
for  June  19,  Aug.  21,  and  Oct.  9.  The  Stars  for 
July  3,  Aug.  7,  and  Sept.  25.  Several  of  their 
members  have  been  doing  well  in  Ireland.  The 
O.  B.  &  C.  fixtures  are  as  follows  :  June  26,  Aug.  14, 
and  Oct.  16.  The  Beswick  .Anglers  dates  are  July  10 
and  Sept.  18,  and  the  Cricketers,  June  26  and 
Sept.  11.  Space  forbids  any  further  notice.  Next 
Saturday  is  the  open  event  at  Worsley,  arranged 
by  the  West  Salford  Anglers'  Association. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Royals,  Pendleton,  have  decided  to  open 
the  season  at  High  Lane  on  July  3.  Their  next 
meeting  on  the  20th  is  a  very  important  one.  The 
Longsight  Anglers'  Association  announce  no  less 
than  six  contests,  for  which  they  will -visit  Irlam, 
Combs'  (twice),  Crowle,  Chester  and  Poynton.  On 
June  20  the  Sun  Angling  Society  will  have  a  special 
meeting  to  arrange  for  their  opening  match. 
Messrs.  Malpass  and  Dutton,  during  twelve  days' 
dapping  at  Lough  Derg,  had  sixty-two  trout, 
951b.,  largest  3|lb.  Mr.  Malpass,  passing  on  to 
Killarney,  immeuiately  introduced  himself  to  a  101b. 
salmon,  and  a  71b.  brown  trout.  In  the  Royal 
Victoria  Hotel  report  on  June  6,  nine  salmon  are 
mentioned,  and  160  tiout.  The  Union  Chapel 
A.S.  have  disposed  of  the  first  stage  of  their  cham- 
pionship and  the  following  head  the  list: — C.  E. 
Henshall,  J.  Small,  and  R.  Leigh.  The  next  stage 
is  June  18  and  22,  but  venue  not  yet  fixed.  To-day 
the  George  A.S.  are  contesting  for  their'  silver 
challenge  cup. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  been  more  favourable  for  angling, 
and  on  the  lower  parts  of  the  Greet  and  Dover  Beck 
privileged  visitors  have  creeled  some  grand  lots  of 
trout,  especially  with  the  caddis  grub,  or,  rather, 
bunch  of  grubs,  impaled  on  a  No.  8  hook.  A  salmon 
of  231b.  odd  has  been  caught  in  the  Leicestershire 
Soar  by  an  angler  hailing  from  the  Trent  Valley 
district.  It  showed  great  fight,  and  is  the  first  fish 
as  yet  taken  in  our  neighbourhood.  It  rarely 
happens  that  salmon  enter  the  Soar  ;  they  usually 
make  for  the  more  rapid  waters  of  the  parent  river 
at  Shardlow  and  King's  Mills.  Coarse  fish,  such  as 
barbel,  chub,  roach,  and  bream,  are  now  heading 
up  the  rapids  for  the  various  weirs  in  order  to 
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recuperate.  The  season  is  full  of  promise  ;  indeed, 
prospects  are  more  hopeful  than  they  have  been  for 
years  past.  The  latest  information  to  hand  ia  that 
the  May  ¥]y  has  appeared  on  the  upper  sections  of 
the  Greet  and  Dover  Beck. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  down  to  their  usual  level  again, 
and  in  good  order  for  angling,  but  a  strong  north- 
east wind  has  been  blowing  all  the  week,  and  the 
evenings  very  cold  indeed.  Not  many  rods  have 
been  out  trout  fishing,  and  sport  not  of  the  best. 
The  May  Fly  is  out  strong  on  some  streams,  but 
the  trout  do  not  seem  to  take  to  them  kindly ;  the 
best  sport  has  been  had  with  the  maggot  this  week. 
The  twaite  have  been  giving  excellent  sport  in 
the  Lower  Teme,  the  small  spoon  the  killing  bait ; 
several  have  had  a  full  creel  of  large  fish,  and  the 
Severn  fishermen  have  taken  large  quantities  in 
their  nets.  Salmon  fishing  has  not  been  successful 
in  this  district,  but  below  Gloucester  great  quanti- 
ties have  been  caught  and  our  market  well  supplied. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  weather  has  become  very  sultry  and  bright, 
and  sport  has  fallen  off  generally  throughout  the 
country.  Lake  fishing  has  been  out  of  the  question 
(except  in  the  late  evenings)  during  the  past  week 
on  many  of  the  principal  waters.  The  larger  rivers 
still  hold  a  good  volume  of  water,  but  many  of  the 
smaller  ones  are  already  too  low  to  give  much 
chance  of  sport.  Sea- trout  are  arriving  at  Water- 
ville,  where  lar^e  captures  of  those  fish  have  been 
had  on  a  couple  of  days  in  the  weir  on  the  river. 
The  weir  fishing  closes  here  on  July  15,  and  the 
fish  have  a  free  pass  at  all  times  into  the  lake  from 
that  date  to  the  end  of  the  year.  Sea  angling  is 
now  in  full  swing  at  many  places,  and  good  sport 
has  been  had  at  pollack,  etc.,  at  Valentia,  Water- 
ville,  Darrynane,  Castletown)  co.  Cork),  Ballycotton, 
Baltimore,  Dingle  and  Kells. 

North  of  Ireland. 
A  good  heavy  flood  is  wanted  badly  to  flush  out 
the  rivers  properly.  Dapping  "  has  accounted  for 
some  noble  trout  on  the  Erne,  and  this  week  it 
came  into  use  on  the  Ballinderry,  Blackwater, 
Moyola,  etc.  At  Hillsborough  (co.  Down)  Petty 
Sessions  last  week  water-bailifis  M'Dowell  and 
Patterson  prosecuted  three  local  farmers  for 
illegal  netting  on  a  recent  date.  The  defence 
was  that  they  "  did  not  know  it  was  any  barm." 
The  Court  convicted  them  and  fined  them  £3  each 
and  costs. 


Jlssociaftons,  cfc. 


Blenheim  Angling  Society. 
The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  on  June  1, 
when  Mr.  Councillor  Sparks  occupied  the  chair,  and 
a  great  deal  of  business  was  got  through.  Mr.  G. 
Lipscomb  has  consented  to  be  president,  and  Mr. 
Adrian  Lumley  vice-president.  Officers  for  the 
ensuing  year  were  elected  by  ballot,  and  the  result 
of  the  poll  was  as  follows :  Chairman,  Mr.  E.  Bla- 
grave ;  vice-chairman,  Mr.  Armitage ;  secretary, 
Mr.  A.  Derry.  A  committee  of  seven,  and  three 
trustees  were  also  elected.  Certain  alterations  were 
made  in  the  existing  rules,  the  most  important 
being  :  That  members  be  allowed  to  register  fish 
any  day  instead  of  only  two  days  a  week,  and  that 
the  annual  subscription  be  slightly  increased.  The 
secretary  in  giving  a  short  history  of  the  society, 
compared  the  present  position  with  the  past,  and 
referred  to  the  fine  lot  of  fish  secured  last  April  for 
restocking  purposes.  The  meeting  closed  with  a 
vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman.  We  have  recently 
elected  several  new  members,  and  two  more  will  be 
balloted  for.  Mr.  Yarham  secured  a  nice  trout  at 
Harefield,  weighing  .31b.  4oz.,  also  a  smaller  one 
which  he  returned.  Mr.  Wood  Barrett  has  been 
having  good  sport  among  the  dace  with  the  Zuhi, 
and  Mr.  Rodbur  also  has  had  a  trout — this  augurs 
well  for  the  future. — E.  B. 

Briny  Anglers'  Association  —  Littlehampton 
Competition. 
Our  second  annual  competition  was  a  success, 
favoured  with  fine  weather  and  a  fair  tide.  Sixty- 
two  competitors  weighed  in  fish,  for  which  excellent 
arrangements  wore  made  by  Mr.  Wise,  host  of  the 
Britannia  Inn,  Littlehampton.  Mr.  Frank  Sorge, 
lately  returned  from  South  Africa,  acted  as  clerk  of 
the  scales.  Messrs.  W.  Poole  and  G.  Chapman 
acted  as  stewards,  and  everything  was  carried 
through  satisfactorily.  Our  railway  agent,  Mr.  G. 
Bullock,  was  responsible  for  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  those  who  travelled  with  us,  which  left 
nothing  to  be  desired.  Will  secretaries  and  others 
kindly  send  back  all  unsold  tickets,  to  enable  us  to 
make  up  the  prize  list  quickly.  The  following  are 
the  names  of  the  first  four  prize  winners  :  First,  Mr. 
Snelgrove,  jun.,  Trafalgar  A.S.,  Brighton ;  second. 


Mr.  Smith,  Brighton  Anglers'  Association ;  third, 
Mr.  Latter,  Littlehampton,  unattached  ;  fourth,  Mr. 
McNamara,  Littlehampton,  unattached.  Further 
particulars  as  to  other  prize  winners  will  bo  published 
on  June  25.  The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  July  11. — Hon.  Sec. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

On  Wednesday  (June  8)  the  society  brought  off 
its  summer  exhibition  of  tackle  used  in  sea  angling, 
confining  it  to  that  used  in  surface  fi.shing  as  dis- 
tinguished from  bottom  fishing,  being  a  branch  of 
the  art  the  society  evidently  desires  to  cultivate,  the 
new  committee  cup  competition  being  devoted  to  it. 
The  event  was  well  announced  in  the  Press,  and 
numerous  callers  kept  the  staff  busy  all  day.  Lady 
callers,  principally  the  wives  and  daughters  of 
members,  lent  unwonted  colour  and  interest  to 
what  has  hitherto  been  a  mere  man's  resort. 
The  tackle  trade  was  not  in  strong  evidence, 
there  having  been  a  desire  to  give  prominence 
to  the  experiments  and  successes  of  the  members, 
for  finality  has  not  yet  been  reached  in  sea 
tackle.  Messrs.  G.  Little  and  Co.  supplied,  however, 
a  stand  well  filled  with  tackle  in  use  and  some 
novelties— a  new  sea  rod  with  swing  pulley  end 
rings,  usable  in  one,  two,  or  three  lengths  in  fishing 
from  a  boat,  had  a  serviceable  look.  Their  anti- 
kinker  sea-lead  is  a  decided  advance  even  on  recent 
improvements,  and  the  much -swivelled  wire  trace 
attachments  to  their  straight-pull  paternoster  had 
workmanlike  appearance.  Their  rods,  lighter  and 
lighter  each  year,  showed  an  advance,  and  the  sole- 
skin  fly,  minnows,  and  sand-eels  looked  likely  to 
make  a  fish  hunger.  Messrs.  Carter  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
were  in  no  sense  behind  with  a  capital  show 
of  rods,  reels,  lines,  tackle,  and  artificial  baita, 
and  two  fine  specimen  fish  of  their  own  mounting, 
the  catch  of  Mr.  Hardy  Corfe,  a  member,  the 
butt  of  whose  rod,  taken  by  a  conger  from  the 
West  Pier  at  the  Hastings  Competition  in  October 
last,  W£is  cast  up  on  the  rocl«  at  St.  Leonards 
on  May  13,  It  was  one  of  Carter's  split  cane  rods ; 
as  showing  the  quality  of  the  make,  it  was,  notwith- 
standing its  six  months  washing  about,  in  condition 
warranting  its  being  rebuilt  for  use.  Mr.  H.  G. 
Frost,  of  High  -  street.  Deal,  waa  represented. 
Messrs.  Hardy  Bros,  pleaded  pressure  and  their 
show  at  the  Sports  Exhibition  at  the  Crystal  Palace 
for  their  absence,  a  noticeable  one,  as  their  show 
is  always  a  good  one.  The  members'  stall  made  up 
for  it.  This  is  becoming  each  year  bigger  and  of 
greater  importance.  Mr.  Edgar  Hyde  led  off  with  a 
good  exhibit,  so  full  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  des- 
cribe, and  with  the  exception  of  the  winches,  they 
were  all  the  work  of  his  own  hands,  rods  included, 
and  they  were  of  the  best.  Artificial  baits  and 
flies  for  sea  angling — showing  process  of  manu- 
facture— were  excellent.  A  winch,  with  the  spring- 
catch  neutralised  on  one  side  to  give  ease  of 
movement  in  winding  in,  and  a  lead  most 
ingeniously  arranged,  to  be  loosed  on  the  line  by  a 
smart  pull,  thus  rendering  the  use  of  long  traces 
and  the  bringing  of  the  fish  to  the  gaff  possible,  were 
distinctly  good  ;  a  boxful  of  his  successes — failures 
were  left  at  home — were  turned  over  with  much 
appreciation  by  seekers  after  original  notions. 
Mr.  W.  K.  Summers  (week  end)  three  rods  were 
his  tools ;  one  each  for  pollack,  mullet,  flat- 
fish, and  pier  work,  and  for  all  save  heavy 
sea  fishing.  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  his  well-used 
rod,  and  the  celebrated  "legal  "  bait.  Mr.  W. 
E.  Mallett,  the  rod  that  did  such  execution  at  Bally- 
cotton. Mr.  T.  B.  Bates,  hooks  and  snooding 
and  his  pipe  detachable  leads  with  caned  loose 
ends.  Mr.  Colquhoun  Kemp's  exhibit  excited 
much  attention,  a  rod  and  winch  100  years  old 
used  by  his  grandfather,  served  to  show  what 
recent  developments  meant,  its  minute  winch 
having  to  modern  eyes  a  strange  look,  but  so 
well  made.  Rods  and  hooks  used  in  the  Bay 
of  Fundy  by  the  exhibitor  in  1864-5,  catching 
pollack  up  to  201b.,  certainly  places  him  well  ia  the 
front  in  the  use  of  the  rod.  Sea- fishing. — His  spoon- 
bait, rough  flies  and  triple  hook  arrangements  were 
noticeable.  Another  member  exhibited  his  fly  rod 
for  bass  with  the  leads  flies  and  traces  he  used,  and 
Mr.  Pickup,  the  hon.  sec,  filUed  up  the  end  of  the 
stall  with  the  rods  he  used  railing  for  mackerel, 
pollack,  and  bass,  and  a  mullet  rod.  Mr.  C.  O. 
Minchin's  very  workmanlike  rod  was  much 
noticed,  with  desire  to  pick  up  sometliiog  from  the 
master,  and  his  arrangement  of  leads  and  traces 
much  scrutinised.  The  rod  with  which  Mr.  M. 
Hearn  landed  the  1001b.  skate  did  not  escape 
notice,  and  the  society  was  not  forgotten  by 
"  Sarcelle,"  for  Mr.  Payton  had  troubled  to  mount 
three  cards  of  his  celebrated  "  Sarcelle "  bait 
arrtingements,  the  bait  extemporised  by  the  ordi- 
nary rubber  band  silvered  in  cases,!  no  doubt  the 
parent  of  the  many  imitation  sand  eel  baits  of  to-day. 
With  Mr.  Hyde  in  the  chair,  the  usual  reports  from 
agents  and  members  'vero  read,  and  fishing  experi- 


ences related,  and  the  customary  votes  of  thanks 
passed.  It  was  announced  with  regret  that  Mr. 
Edwards  could  not  read  his  paper  on  the  manage- 
ment of  small  boats  on  Wednesday  next,  and  that 
some  other  subject  of  interest  would  be  dealt  with. 
— H.  P. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 
On  Tuesday  last  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  presided.  Fishing 
reports  were  very  scarce  however.  Nominations 
and  applications  with  a  view  to  membership  were 
very  plentiful.  Great  amusement  was  caused  by 
many  members  forwarding  or  presenting  pictorial 
postcards — mainly  of  piscatorial  character — with  a 
view  to  establishing  a  special  C.L.P.S.  scrap-book 
or  album  ;  many  of  the  cards  received  were  very 
humorous,  and  doubtless  the  first  album — which 
Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  promised  to  present — -will  be  very 
soon  filled.  In  the  society's  programme  it  was 
arranged  that  the  evening  should  be  set  apart  for  a 
phonographic  musical  entertainment.  This  item 
was  accordingly  very  successfully  carried  out.  Mr. 
Begemie  superintended.  Members  intending  to 
sup  at  Wraysbury  Fishery  on  June  25,  should 
notify  the  hon.  secretary  without  delay.  It  is 
proposed  at  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  June  14, 
to  set  before  the  members  the  bye-laws  and  regula- 
tions relating  to  the  society's  fishery,  competitions, 
etc.,  as  proposed  by  the  sub-committee,  previous 
to  their  being  printed  dnd  put  in  operation. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Gbeselam  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  W.  Marshall  presided  at  the  committee,  and 
Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  at  the  ordinary  meeting  on 
June  7.  Several  applications  for  membership  were 
received,  and  a  new  member  elected.  Three  newly 
elected  members  availed  themselves  of  the  lessons 
in  fly  casting  at  Chesham  on  Saturday  last,  and 
Mr.  S.  J.  Chasteney  has  kindly  offered  to  instruct 
those  requiring  help  on  Saturday  next.  A  few  good 
trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Chess,  the  largest 
being  secured  by  Mr.  S.  Rowan  Hamilton,  this  going 
nearly  21b.  A  good  number  of  members  have  been 
out,  but  only  poor  results  were  obtained,  the  thick 
water  in  some  cases  being  accountable  for  the  lack 
of  sport.  Members  are  urgently  requested  to  report 
their  captures  of  trout  taken  at  Chesham  either  at 
the  Black  Horse  or  to  the  hon.  secretary  at  the 
Manchester  Hotel,  in  order  that  a  record  may  be 
kept  with  a  view  to  a  liberal  restocking  at  the  end 
of  the  fly  fishing  season. — Hon.  Sec. 

HiGHBDfcY  Angling  Society. 
Mr.  P.  J.  Jagels  presided  over  the  weekly  meeting 
on  Jime  8,  and  the  labours  in  connection  with  the 
summer  fixtures,  prize  list,  etc.,  were  brought  to  a 
close.  After  careful  consideration  the  committee 
recommended  that  the  prize  list  be  considerably 
reduced  as  regards  the  number  of  prizes,  and  that 
instead  of  ofiering  a  prize  for  each  individual  class, 
a  few  general  prizes  for  specimens,  etc.,  be  given, 
and  the  surplus  funds  devotedj  to  still  further 
strengthening  the  financial  position  of  the  society. 
This  recommendation  was  adopted.  It  was  further 
decided  to  award  a  gold  medal  to  the  member 
successful  in  the  club  championship ;  and  the 
qualifying  round  was  drawn.  Members  will  be 
notified  of  the  result  in  due  course.  No  trout 
worthy  of  record  have  been  reported.  An  interest- 
ing addition  has  been  made  to  the  society's  musuem 
in  the  shape  of  four  perch  weighing  lOJlb.,  and  a 
carp  of  81b.,  all  taken  by  Mr.  P.  I.  Lathy.— G.  W. 

Piscatorial  Society. 
The  chair  was  taken  on  Monday  evening  (June  6) 
by  Mr.  W.  Edmonds.  The  meeting  was  a  small  one 
owing  to  so  many  members  being  absent  on  angling 
intent.  Nearly  all  of  those  present,  however,  had 
been  fishing,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was 
spent.  Messrs.  Horace  Brown,  R.  C.  Blundell,  C. 
Butler  and  A.  C.  Poole  had  fished  the  Itchen,  and 
in  spite  of  the  cold  and  boisterous  winds  which  had 
prevailed  there  they  all  had  sport.  Messrs.  H.  A. 
Rolt  and  H.  P.  Thompson,  who  are  staying  for  a  few 
days  at  Tenbury,  on  Friday  evening  (June  3)  took 
six-and-a-half  brace  of  trout  between  them,  mostly 
on  small  dry  flies.  The  May  Fly  rise  in  that  district  is 
reported  to  be  a  faUure.  Mr.  J.  E.  Evans  on  the  Lam- 
bourn  found  a  poor  rise  of  fly  on  Thursday  and  Friday 
but  landed  two  brace  of  fish  on  the  former  day  and 
nine-and-a-half  brace  on  the  latter,  most  of  the  fish 
falling  to  the  Alder.  On  Saturday  and  the  follow- 
ing day  the  rise  was  very  good  and  despite  the  large 
number  of  rods  at  work  on  the  water,  everyone  had 
fish.  Mr.  H.  T.  Sheringham,  fishing  in  the  district, 
had  a  nice  fish  of  3lb.  6oz. — Hon.  Sec 

Weymouth  and  Dorset  Sea  Angling  Society. 
The  monthly  angling  competition  will  take  place 
on  Wednesday,  June  15,  at  seven  p.m.  sharp. 
Assemble  at  Pier  Gates  at  C.45  p.m.  Entry  fee  3d., 
to  be  paid  to  Mr.  F.  Read,  St.  Mary -street,  or  Mr.  H. 
Hayman,  St.  Thomas-street,  before  seven  o'clock  the 
previous  evening. — Alfred  G.  Rowell,  Hon.  Sec. 
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ilofcs  from  t^c  Woxtt). 


The  rivers  are  getting  dried  up,  and  although 
there  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  pools,  sport  is  somewhat 
slow.    Over-night  frosts  do  not  mend  matters. 

Clear-water  wormers  are  making  the  best  baskets 
upstream  fishing.  It  is  an  art  as  foreign  to  the 
flooded  burn  as  black  is  to  white,  and  is  growing  in 
popularity  every  day. 


The  Huntly  Arms  Hotel  water  on  the  Dee  is 
pretty  full  of  anglers  just  now,  and  some  nice  fish 
are  being  landed.  Large  numbers  of  fine  fish  are 
to  be  seen  in  the  pools. 


Sea-anglers  are  having  good,  pport  off  the  Kin- 
cardineshire rocks,  and  the  Aberdeen  Amateur  Rock 
Fishers  are  at  last  fairly  into  their  work.  Cod  and 
saithe  (coalfish)  are  the  chief  items.  Mr.  George 
Morrison  had  a  basket  of  2(ilb.  on  Saturday  last, 
the  top  score  of  the  day. 


Greenwoll's  Glory,  Red  Quill,  and  Grandholm 
Fancy  are  dividing  the  honours  on  the  Don. 


The  following  is  the  dressing  for  the  Grandholm 
Fancy  or  Killer,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  if  any  brother 
of  the  rod  can  identify  it.  It  came  north  to  the 
Don  some  three  years  ago,  and  is  a  most  deadly  fly. 
Tail,  fibres  of  red  cock  hackle ;  body,  dark  silk, 
ribbed  with  gold  thread  ;  hackle,  red  cock  or  hnn  ; 
wings,  bustard,  with  two  stripes  of  red  and  blue 
swan  up  each  side. 


A  fine  specimen  of  the  seal  was  secured  last  week 
by  three  Banff  fishermen.  It  was  caught  in  a 
codling  net  close  in  shore.  It  measured  4ift.  and 
scaled  Jcwt.  Special  Scotch. 


SUMMER   HOLIDAY  AERANGEMENTS. 


LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Holiday  Excursions  from  Euston  Statiok. 
— On  Wednesdays  during  June,  to  Blackpool, 
Lancaster,  Morecambe,  and  the  English  lake  dis- 
trict, returning  the  following  Monday,  Wednesday, 
Monday  week,  or  Wednesday  week.  Every  Thurs- 
day during  June,  to  north  and  central  Wales,  and 
the  Cambrian  line  stations,  returning  the  following 
Monday,  Thursday,  Monday  week,  or  Thursday 
week.  On  Thursdays,  June  16  and  30,  to  Dublin, 
Cork,  Killamey,  Limerick,  Bray,  Greystones,  by 
the  short  sea  route  via  Holyheaxl.  On  Thursdays, 
June  16  and  30,  to  Greenore,  Belfast,  Londonderry, 
Portrush  (for  Giants  Causeway),  Armagh,  Bim- 
doran,  Enniskillen,  Warrenpoint,  Ardglass,  etc. 
On  Friday  niorht,  June  17,  for  seven  and  sixteen 
days,  to  Carlisle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen, 
Dunkeld,  Elgin,  Inverness,  and  other  stations  in 
the  north  of  Scotland.  Every  Thursday  midni^^ht 
during  June,  to  Liverpool,  returning  the  following 
Monday,  Thursday,  Monday  week,  or  Thursday 
week.  Every  Friday  midnight  during  June,  return- 
ing the  following  Monday,  Saturday,  Monday  week, 
Saturday  week,  or  Monday  fortnight,  to  Douglas 
(Isle  of  Man)  via  Liverpool.  Every  Thursday 
during  June,  to  Buxton,  leaving  Euston  Station  at 
11.0  a.m.,  returning  the  following  Monday,  Thurs- 
day, Monday  week,  or  Thursday  week,  from  Buxton 
at  1.20  p.m.  Programmes  and  tickets  can  be 
obtained  at  the  stations  of  the  London  and  North- 
western, North  London,  West  London,  and  District 
railways.  All  information  can  be  obtained  of  Mr. 
Robert  TurnbuU,  superintendent  of  the  line,  Euston 
Station  ;  or  of  Mr.  1 .  H.  Dent,  Broad-street  Station, 
Eldon-street,  E.G.  (Telephone  Nos.  664  Avenue  and 
1429  London  Wall).  The  "Enrjuiry  Ofhce;'  at 
Euston  is  open  throughout  the  day. 

LONDON,    BRIGHTON    AND  SOUTH-COAST 
RAILWAY. 

Mr.  W.  Forbes,  the  general  manager  of  the  com- 
pany, is  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  important 
improvements,  affecting  the  comfort  and  con- 
venience of  passengers  travelling  by  the  Newhaven 
and  Dieppe  route  to  Switzerland,  Italy,  and 
Southern  France,  recently  made  by  the  London, 
Brighton  and  South  Coast  and  tho  Western  of 
France  Railway  Companies.  Up  to  the  present 
time  passengers  have  been  obliged  on  reaching 
Paris  from  London  to  journey  across  the  French 
capital  by  cab  or  omnibus  from  one  terminus  to 
another.  Under  the  new  arrangements  travellers 
en  route  U>  Switzerland  and  the  south,  instead  of 
alighting  at  the  St.  Lazaro  terminus  and  driving 
to  the  Lyon  station,  an  heretofore,  remain  in 
their  places  and  are  taken  round  to  the  Lyon 
station.  This  improved  service  is  also  a  great 
boon  in  regard  to  luggage,  which  can  be 
registered  from  England  to  moat  of  the  chief  towns 


of  Western  Europe,  a  plan  which  saves  both  time 
and  the  trouble  of  re-registration.  From  tho  St. 
Lazare  terminus  the  through  carriages  take  both 
passengers  and  luggage  to  the  departure  platforms 
of  the  Lyon  Station  for  all  the  principal  trains  to 
Switzerland,  Italy,  and  the  south,  and  in  ordinary 
circumstances  there  is  plenty  of  time  for  passengers 
to  secure  comfortable  seats  in  the  various  through 
carriages.  There  are  already  two  fast  services  run- 
ning daily  between  London  and  the  Continent  via 
Newhaven  and  Dieppe,  and  the  English  and  French 
companies  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  secure 
further  acceleration  and  comfort.  The  new  turbine 
steamer  Brighton  has  proved  a  success,  and  the  joint 
companies  have  under  consideration  the  construction 
of  another  turbine  for  next  year's  traffic.  Cheap 
trips  are  also  run  to  Pulborough  and  Amberley  from 
London  Bridge  and  Victoria  and  certain  other 
stations ;  on  Sundays,  for  day  only,  3s.  6d. ; 
Saturday  to  Sunday  tickets,  or  Sunday  to  Monday 
tickets,  4s.  6d.  For  full  particulars  apply  to  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Line,  L.B.  &  S.C.  Railway, 
London  Bridge. 


GREAT  WESTERN  RAILWAY. 
Holiday-makers  visitinar  the  "Cornish  Riviera," 
whi'  h  the  Great  Western  Railway  has  so  extensively 
illustrated  by  posters  this  season,  will  be  able  next 
month  to  travel  to  the  west  of  England  by  a  new 
train,  which  will  create  a  world's  record  as  a  non- 
stop train,  included  in  the  regular  service.  From 
July  1  the  Great  Western  will  run  a  train  from 
Paddington  to  Plymouth,  a  distance  of  246  miles, 
in  265  minutes  without  a  break.  The  down 
"Cornishman"  will  leave  London  at  10.10  a.m., 
and  be  due  at  Plymouth  at  2.35  p.m.  The  corre- 
sponding up-express  is  timed  to  leave  Plymouth  at 
12.35  p.m.,  and  to  reach  Paddington  at  5  p.m. 
This  ^new  timing  is  twenty-five  minutes  quicker 
than  the  time  the  journey  occupied  last  summer, 
when  the  run  was  to  Exeter.  A  special  feature  is 
to  be  one  of  the  fine  new  composite  dining  care, 
which  have  just  emerged  from  the  Swindon  shop, 
and  in  which  fifty  persons  can  dine  at  a  time. 
Among  other  holiday  arrangements  decided  on  by 
the  same  company  is  a  through  corridor  dining  car 
train  between  the  north-east  of  England  and  Cora- 
wall,  and  it  will  be  possible  to  travel  from  Newcastle, 
or  perhaps  from  Edinburgh,  direct  to  Penzance 
without  a  change. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 
"Country  and  Seaside  Holidays,"  the  Official 
Illustrated  Annual  of  the  Midland  Company,  has 
just  been  published  for  1904.  It  contains  a  com- 
prehensive synopsis  of  the  various  places  of  interest 
to  which  the  Midland  Railway  gives  access,  with 
numerous  illustrations,  supplemented  by  an  up-to- 
date  list  of  hotels,  boarding  establishments,  and 
private  houses  in  country  and  seaside  districts 
where  furnished  apartments  can  be  obtained  for  the 
holiday  season.  A  North  of  Ireland  section  is  a 
new  feature  of  the  book.  The  guide  may  be 
obtained  gratis  on  application  to  any  Midland 
Station  Master,  Agent,  or  District  Superintendent, 
and  will  be  found  to  furnish  an  admirable  key  to 
the  problems — •'  Where  shall  we  go  for  our  holi- 
days ?  "  "  How  shall  we  get  there  ?  "  "  Where 
shall  we  stay  on  arrival  ?  ' ' 


WESTMEATH  LAKES  AND  RIVERS. 


INNY  AND  BROSNA  FISH  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Limerick  District. 

Extra(;t  from  the  nineteenth  annual  report  on 
the  Fish  Preservation  Society's  efforts  in  connection 
with  Loughs  Derravaragh,  Owel,  and  Ennel,  the 
Rivers  Inny  and  Brosna,  and  their  tiibutaries,  in 
the  counties  of  Westmeath  and  Longford,  duiing 
the  seasons  of  1903  and  1904: — 

"The  balance  to  credit  at  present  is  only 
£18  8s.  2d.,  but  there  are  outstanding  subscriptions 
to  the  amount  of  £6  10s.,  which,  if  paid  in,  would 
leave  the  finances  in  about  the  same  position  as  at 
our  annua!  meeting  last  year.  If  the  fishing  turns 
out  satisfactory  I  am  sure  of  getting  this  amount, 
and  perhaps  a  good  deal  more.  I  am  pretty  certain 
that  you  would  not  like  to  see  the  society  collapse 
now  after  its  nineteen  .years  of  existence.  It  has 
done  good  work  over  a  very  extensive  district,  and 
with  very  limited  means  ;  t  its  disposal ;  and  1  trust 
that  when  I  am  handing  the  reins  to  my  successor  I 
will  be  enabled  also  to  hand  him  a  balance  sufficient 
to  carry  on  the  work  of  preservation  as  usual.* 

*  I  am  sure  all  who  know  the  good  work  which  Mr. 
Thomas  has  done,  and  is  doing,  will  hope  that  the 
day  is  far  distant  when  ho  will  givo  up  the  work. — 
Ed.  F.a. 


"  And  now  with  reference  to  the  question  of  fish 
poaching,  whieli  although  of  rare  <jccurrence  in  some 
district?,  still  1  much  regret  to  say  that  it  is  unfortu- 
nately very  rife  in  others.  Among  the  tributary 
streams  of  the  Westmeath  Lakes,  I  think  all  are 
unanimous  in  according  to  the  Dysart  river,  on  the 
western  shore  of  Lough  Ennel,  as  a  natural  fish 
liatcjhory  the  front  rank.  lOnorrnoas  numbers  of 
trout  ascend  this  water  and  its  [^ranches  for  spawning 
purposes,  and  although  apptirontly  well  watched  by 
the  R.l.  Constabulary  of  the  district,  as  also  by  the 
water-bailiff  in  charge,  I  arn  only  too  well  aware 
that  considerable  harm  was  done  during  the  past 
close  season  by  bands  of  poachers  at  night  with 
nets,  spears,  torches,  and  the  like.  It  is  very  hard 
to  expect  one  solitary  water-bailiff,  far  from  his 
home  or  assistance,  and  perhaps  only  armed  with  a 
simple  blackthorn  stick,  to  attack  five  or  six  fellows 
in  the  middle  of  a  dark  night  and  on  the  banks  of 
a  lonely  river. 

"Our  society  is  not  in  a  position,  as  I  have  often 
stated,  to  employ  a  suitable  number  of  reliable  and 
resolute  men  to  efficiently  cope  with  this  state  of 
affairs. 

"Considerable  poaching  is  also  carried  out  on 
Lough  Glore,  near  Castlepollard,  which  lough  is 
connected  with  the  Inny  river  by  that  important 
trout  stream  the  River  Glore,  and  also  upon  other 
smaller  lakes  in  the  locality.  This  poaching  is  also 
done  at  night  and  by  means  of  nets.  The  parties 
are  well  known,  but  they  are  extremely  clever,  and 
are  seldom  made  amenable. 

"  You  will  remember  that  in  my  previous  report 
I  mentioned  some  cases  in  which  poachers  were 
prosecuted  and  fined  in  a  sum  of  £16  for  illegal 
fishing  in  Louch  Glore — the  fines  being  subsequently 
reduced  to  l  3rely  nominal  pums  on  memorial, 
and  which  wero  quickly  collected  by  passing  round 
the  hat. 

"  The  result  of  this  consideration  for  the  pro- 
fessional poachers  appears  to  be  that  they  have 
returned  to  the  work  with  redoubled  energy,  and 
matters  are,  if  anything,  worse  than  before,  and 
unfortunate  Loughs  Glore  and  Bawn,  and  others, 
are  being  constantly  ravaged  with  nets  and  other^ 
illegal  implements  for  taking  trout.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  in  this  instance  our  society  is  handicapped 
in  protecting  these  excellent  trout  lakes  for  want  of 
funds,  as  very  few  anglers  in  the  district  contribute 
anything  towards  this  purpose. 

"  lb  ought  to  be  now  well  known  throughout  the 
kingdom  that  this  society,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  R.I.  Constabulary,  is  the  only  means  by  which 
fish  can  be  protected  from  being  unlawfully  taken, 
and  it  is  inconceivable  why  hotel  keepers,  proprietors 
of  boarding  houses,  car  owners,  car  drivers,  respect- 
able boatmen,  and  in  fact  the  general  community 
who  benefit  by  angling,  cannot  see  that  it  is  in  the 
public  interest  that  poaching  should  be  stopped, 
and  that  anglers  and  tourists  should  be  encouraged 
to  come  to  Ireland  for  sport  and  enjoyment,  and  I 
ask,  where  else,  except  in  rare  instances,  will  people 
get  fishing  entirely  free,  the  only  limit  being  that 
they  shall  fish  fairly  ? 

"  Now,  with  reference  to  the  lakes  themselves,  I 
am  sorry  to  have  to  state  that  the  entire  number — 
Derravaragh,  Ennel,  Owel,  and  Glore — are  most 
unfortunately  circumstanced  in  being  severally 
haunted  by  professional  poachers,  with  whom  our 
water  bailiffs  are  apparently  unable  to  cope.  No 
person  is  more  sensible  of  the  extreme  difficulty  in 
getting  in  with  those  parties  than  I  am,  especially 
in  the  way  of  detecting  ottering  or  fishing  illegally 
with  nets,  and  more  particularly  so  when  there  are 
'  out  and  out '  professionals  at  the  business,  and 
these  parties  also  being  encouraged  by  those  who 
should  be  most  determinedly  opposed  to  the 
practice. 

"  With  regard  to  the  blac'K-headed  gull  nuisance, 
I  am  much  afraid  that  these  birds  will  be  found,  if 
anything,  more  numerous  than  ever.  They  are 
likely  to  become  a  dreadful  pest,  and  I  see  no  reason 
why  they  will  not  in  time  extinguish  the  Green  Drake 
Fly  altogether,  and  so  deprive  the  angling  com- 
munity of  the  fascinating  sport  of  dapping.  I 
managed  to  account  for  over  five  hundred  of  these 
bu-ds  last  year,  but  I  am  quite  sure  that  fifty 
thousand  would  not  be  missed.  I  often  wonder  if 
M.  Worth,  of  Pari?,  could  be  induced  to  make  the 
wearing  of  even  a  portion  of  the  skin  and  plumage 
of  these  birds  fashionable  for  ladies'  hats. 

"I  am,  indeed,  very  sorry  that  the  sport  on  the 
Westmeath  lakes  for  some  years  past  was  of  rather 
a  low  average,  but  most  certainly  during  last  season 
there  was  a  manifest  improvement,  and  personally 
I  had  a  few  very  satisfactory  days.  I  need  hardly 
tell  you  that  I  have  endeavoured  to  do  my  best  in 
the  interest  of  the  society,  for  I  always  had  it 
deeply  at  heart,  and  I  do  not  yet  despair — given 
favourable  and  suitable  weather — of  enjoying  many 
red-letter  days  on  our  famous  lakes. — 1  have  the 
honour  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  MuUingar,  May  12."  "  W.  J.  Thomas. 
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^offings  bp  (l^^  i^ap. 

"Light  is  Uglit,  though  the  blind  see  it  nof." 


The  coarse  fishing  season  opens  on  Thursday 
next,  June  16.  Prospects  are  brighter  than  for 
many  years  pa^t. 


As  previously  announced,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Anglers'  Association  a  silver  cup  and  various 
cash  prizes  will  be  competed  for  by  members  upon 
showing  their  membership  ticket.  No  entrance  fee 
to  pay.  The  venue  is  Amberley,  the  date  June  19, 
and  the  train  will  leave  London  Bridge  at  8.20  a.m. 
The  cup  is  to  become  the  property  of  any  society 
whose  any  four  members'  collective  weiglit  is  the 
greatest.  The  L.  \i.  and  S.  C.  Railway  are  catering 
for  anglers  in  a  very  liberal  spirit. 

Now  do  not  take  the  slightest  notice  of  the  pre- 
ceding paragraph.  Since  it  was  in  type  noun  avons 
chanfjt!  lout  cela.  Mr.  R.  G.  Woodruff,  secretary  of 
the  Anglers'  Aswciation,  writes  on  June  9,  re  the 
Amberley  competition: — 

"  At  the  committee  meeting,  held  on  Monday  last, 
the  question  of  holding  the  angling  competition  at 
Amberley  on  June  19  had  to  be  reconsidered.  From 
infornlation  placed  belore  the  meeting,  it  appeared 
that  the  river  is  likely  to  be  very  nmch  out  of  con- 
dition; also  the  date  clashes  with  several  club 
outings,  and  would  prevent  likely  competitors  being 
present.  Another  question  had  to  be  considered. 
The  8.30  train  from  London  Bridge  is  a  very  slow 
train,  and  in  July  the  33.  lid.  train  is  to  be  run  at 
8.5  from  London  Bridge  and  Victoria.  This  train 
will  be  a  faster  one  than  the  8.30,  getting  down  to 
Amberley  at  9.55.  In  consequence,  it  has  been 
deemed  advisable  to  postpone  the  competition  to 
July  24,  when  a  suitable  tide  will  serve.  I  hope 
our  members  will  bear  this  date  in  mind,  and 
arrange  to  take  part  in  the  contest." 


'  The  t  Dickens  Society  on  Thursday  went  to 
Westminster  Abbey,  and  left  floral  tributes  on 
the  grave  of  the  novelist,  who  passed  away  on  J une 
9,  1870. 


Lives  of  fishermen  remind  us 
We  may  strive  for  prizes  grand  ; 

And,  departing,  leave  behind  us 
Tales  of  fish  we  failed  to  land. 


The  following  paragraph  should  be  read  carafully 
Bs  it  involves  another  correction.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Barber,  secretary  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society, 
writes :  "  The  general  meeting  of  the  above  takes 
place  on  Monday  evening,  June  27,  at  the  Bald 
Faced  Stag,  Worship-street ;  but  the  Lea  Competi- 
tion Prize  Distribution  is  fixed  for  Monday  next, 
June  13,  at-  the  headquarters  of  the  Hoxton 
Brothers,  the  Spread  Eagle,  1,  Kingsland-road, 
Shoreditch.  Unfortunately,  when  writing  for  some 
of  the  prizes,  I  said  the  distribution  would  be  at  the 
former  house  instead  of  the  latter.  As  time  is  too 
short  for  me  to  send  fresh  notices,  will  you  kindly 
give  special  prominence  to  this  correction  ? " 
[Certainly,  Mr.  Barber  !  ] 


The  Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs 
hold  their  annual  angling  competition  at  Yalding, 
River  Medway,  on  June  19,  for  the  "  Levein " 
silver  cup,  and  upwards  of  fifty  added  prizes. 
Tickets  Is.  each.  Holders  of  tickets  for  the  compe- 
tition of  February  14  last  can  participate  free  of 
charge.  Special  railway  excursion  fare,  3s.  3d. 
(S.E.R.),  available  from  all  London  stations  to  New 
Cross  (Mr.  Wade's  party).  All  information  to  be 
had  of  the  Secretary,  6,  Priter-road,  S.E, 


The  Great  Eastern  Railway  achieved  a  record  on 
Saturday,  when  it  initiated  new  express  services  to 
Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft  wh'ch  bi  ing  these  popular 
watering  places  nearer  to  London  by  half  an  hour. 
Corridor  trains  now  leave  Liverpool-street  for  Yar- 
mouth at  10.15  a.m.,  and  for  Lowestoft  at  10.20, 
and  without  stopping  on  the  way  arrive  at  their 
destination  in  2  J  hours. 


There  are  very  few  anglers  who  have  fished  at 
Deal  who  do  not  know  John  Afhenden,  alias  "  WxWy 
Tusser."  He  was  a  fir.st-rate  boatman  and  imiver- 
sally  respected.  I  hear  with  great  regret  from  Mr. 
Charles  Hussey  that  he  has  had  a  long  and  painful 
illness  from  which  it  is  feared  he  will  not  recover. 
His  slender  resources  have  long  since  been  ex- 
hausted, and  if  any  st  a  angler  would  kindly  spare 
a  trifle  to  assist  him  and  his  wile  in  his  sore  need, 
it  will  be  gratefully  accepted  and  acknowledged 
by  Mr.  Edward  Hanger  (B.  S.  A.  8.  agent),  ^^the 
Mapier,  Beach-street,  Deal.  j- 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Mr.  Henry  Newlyn,  J.P.,  of  the  Exeter  Hotel, 
Bournemouth,  writes  :  —  "  The  following  may 
interest  pea-anglers.  Bass  and  mullet  fishing  in 
the  Run  at  Mudeford,  near  Christchurch,  Hants. 
— The  bass  and  mullet  fishing  has  commenced  early, 
and  some  excellent  sport  has  been  had  during  the 
last  fortnight,  one  well-koown  angler  having  taken 
nearly  100  fish.  On  Tuesday  evening  he  took  with 
light  trout  rod  and  fine  tackle,  using  for  bait  a  live 
shrimp,  six  bass,  weighing  71b.  7oz.,  51b.  lOoz., 
21b.  6oz.,  21b.  4oz.,  21b.  3oz.,  and  lib.  2oz." 


H.  Dowsett's  "Guide  to  County  Cricket  for 
1904,"  with  an  index  to  all  the  first-class  fixtures 
of  the  year,  showing  at  a  glance  when  and  wh^re 
the  matches  occur  between  the  principal  counties,  is 
now  published  ;  also  M.C.C.  and  South  Africans.  It 
is  one  of  the  handiest  little  guides  ever  presented  to 
the  public.  The  price  is  one  penny,  will  just  fit 
the  waistcoat  pocket,  and  may  be  obtained  from 
Harry  Dowsott,  Sports  Depot,  10,  York  Buildings, 
Hastings. 


One  of  the  advantages  of  living  in  a  town  which 
has  been  beleaguered  in  time  of  war,  and  rijduced  to 
starvation  point,  is  that  certain  foods  are  brought 
into  use  wliicli  in  other  places  are  generally  neglected. 
And  as  the  taste  for  those  foods  grows,  new  in- 
dustries evolve,  and  a  new  means  of  livelihood 
arises  for  ever- increasing  numbers.  The  unfortunate 
town  which  is  driven  to  those  straits  ultimately 
becomes  the  fortunate  centre  of  distribution  of 
these  newly- exploited  foods.  Paris  during  the  siege, 
says  the  Fish  Trades  Gazette,  is  a  case  in  point,  in 
which  snails,  rats,  and  various  other  kinds  of  vermin 
were  emp'.oyed  as  food  when  nothing  else  was  avail- 
able. So  great  is  the  demand  for  snails  that  the 
supply  au  naturel  is  not  equal  to  the  demand,  and 
purveyors  are  driven  to  manufacture  them  arti- 
ficially. Special  material  used  in  their  composition 
Ls  imported  from  Germany.  And  the  trade  reacts 
upon  the  engineering  trade,  for  special  machinery 
is  employed  in  their  manufacture. 


Schemes  for  the  restoration  of  crayfish  to  tribu- 
taries of  the  Thames,  from  which  they  have  totally 
disappeared,  owing  to  the  crayfish  disease,  are 
entertained  by  some  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
upper  waters  of  the  Windrush  and  other  streams. 
At  present,  'says  the  Country  Oentleman,  the  main 
source  of  supply  for  the  London  fishshops,  which 
are  still  old-faahioned  enough  to  sell  them,  is  in  the 
New  River,  where,  owing  to  the  complete  isolation 
of  this  ancient  London  water  supply,  the  infection 
so  general  in  the  Thames  Valley  never  reaches  them. 
But  there  is  a  much  larger  kind  of  crayfish,  cultivated 
artificially  in  France  and  Germany.  If  it  is  intended 
to  restock  our  rivers  with  this  crustacean,  it  would 
be  just  as  well  to  introduce  the  larger  kind.  They 
would  probably  be  obtained  with  no  great  difficulty 
from  France,  where  they  are  kept  in  ponds  for  table 
use  when  wanted. 


"  Charity  begins  at  home."  If  we  must  stay  at 
home  we  need  not  be  uncharitable  or  unmindful  of 
the  needs  of  others.  I  think  it  was  Shakespeare 
who  said,  "  Twere  well  we  did  so  much  for  charity." 
This  is  a  reminder  that  Sunday,  June  12,  is  "  Hos- 
pital Sunday."  Those  who  are  known  as  "  week- 
enders," and  leave  London  far  behind,  may  help 
one  of  the  most  deserving  charities  by  sending  a 
donation,  however  small,  to' their  clergyman  or 
minister,  or  to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor, 
Mansion  House,  E.C.,  or  to  the  offices  of  the  Fund 
in  connection  with  the  Mansion  House,  18,  Queen 
Victoria-street,  E.G.  This  appeal  is  made  only  once 
a  year — for  maintenance  ot  patients,  not  for  building 
purposes.  Those  who  are  able  to  attend  a  place  of 
worohip  on  '  Hospital  Sunday"  will  be  pleased  to 
hear  that  for  every  sovereign  collected  Mr.  George 
Herring  has  again  promised  to  add  five  shillings  up 
to  £25,000!  His  cheque  last  year  was  £12,304.  "It 
is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive." 


The  genuine  Thames  whitebait  is  one  of  the  few 
delicacies  which,  although  considered  epicurean  to 
a  degree,  can  hs  said  to  be  obtainable  at  any  cen- 
tre of  the  fishing  industry  for  the  simple  reason 
that  the  same  consists  of  nothing  more  or  less  than 
a  heterogeneous  mass  of  small  ckipeoids — sprats 
and  herring  in  varying  proportions — which  may  or 
may  not  be  more  relished  in  London  than  else- 
where. It  is  a  fact,  however,  that,  although  the 
cull  is  a  matter  of  trifling  import,  the  call  for  this 
delicacy  has  been  greatly  impaired  of  late  years 
consequent  on  the  entirely  foreign  substance  which 
has  been  introduced  into  its  make-up.  An  analysis 
of  a  six-gallon  cask  (says  the  Fish  Trades  Gazette) 
disclosed  48  specimens  other  than  clupeoids,  even 
some  crustaceans  being  included  in  the  list.  It  is 
probable,  however,  that  many  of  these  ingredients 
are  discarded  before  the  fish  pass  into  culinary 
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service.  Few  young  fish  of  food  value  are  destroyed 
hy  whitebait  nets,  other  than  the  herring  and  sprat. 
The  spring  stow-net  ensnares  none ;  what  are  taken 
by  the  shore  drag-net  in  summer  are  returned  to 
the  water  uninjured. 


"Why  don't  you  try  to  drive  that  horse  without 
profanity  '!"  "It  wouldn't  do  any  good,"  answered 
the  canal  boatman.  "It  ain't  fair  to  the  horse  to 
ask  'im  to  start  in  at  ees  time  o'  life  to  learn  a 
whole  lot  o'  polite  synonyms." 


Graduates  of  Bowdoin  College  had  a  dinner 
recently,  says  the  Boston  Olobe.  President  Hyde 
told  this  story :  "One  of  our  professors  met  a  native 
who  wore  big  rubber  boots  and  carried  a  clam  rako. 
The  professor  talked  with  him,  told  him  his  business 
and  volunteered  some  other  information.  'Say,' 
said  the  native,  'seein'  your' re  so  nll-fired  smart,  I 
wish  you'd  tell  me  whether  diggin'  clams  is  fishin' 
or  farmin'.' " 


Ac'COKDiNG  to  a  contemporary,  "  there  are  some 
goldfish  in  Washington  which  have  belonged  to  the 
same  family  for  the  last  fifty  years,  and  they  seem 
no  bigger  and  no  loss  vivacious  to-day  than  they 
(lid  when  they  first  came  into  the  owner's  possession. 
A  few  of  the  fish  in  tho  Royal  Aquarium  at  St. 
Petersburg  are  known  to  be  150  years  old,  and  the 
age  of  the  sacred  fish  in  some  of  the  ponds  attached 
to  the  Buddhist  temples  in  China  is  to  be  counted 
by  centuries,  if  we  are  to  believe  the  priests." 


One  of  the  most  phenomenal  catchss  of  fish  on 
record  was  made  at  Oceanside,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
T.  J.  McGarvin  and  throe  assistants  ran  their  seine 
through  the  surf,  and  then  were  unable  to  pull  it 
in,  owing  to  the  enormous  amount  of  fish  they  had 
taken,  says  the  Chicago  Inter-Ocean.  A  team  of 
horses  was  sent  for  and  attached,  and  still  the  catch 
could  not  be  landed.  A  second  team  was  procured, 
and  the  united  effort  of  the  men  and  teams  draw  the 
wonderful  catch  to  the  shore.  Most  of  the  fish  were 
of  the  kinds  known  as  yellowfin  croakers,  fish  about 
eighteen  inches  in  length  and  weighing  81b.  or  101b. 
each.  It  was  found  when  the  fish  were  made  ready 
for  market  that  there  were  15  tons  of  them.  Nine 
tons  of  them  were  shipped  to  Los  Angeles,  and  the 
remainder  were  dried  at  the  fish-drying  works  there. 


Advertising  Tip. 

One  step  won't  take  you  very  far. 

You've  got  to  keep  on  walking  ; 
One  word  won't  tell  folks  what  you  are, 

You've  got  to  keep  on  talking. 
One  inch  won't  make  you  very  tall. 

You've  got  to  keep  on  growing  ; 
One  little  ad  won't  do  it  all. 

You've  got  to  keep  'em  going. 

— Printer's  Ink. 


The  Globe  of  March  21,  1810,  stated:— "On 
Wednesday  last  was  purchased  in  the  fish  market, 
Edinburgh,  for  2s.,  a  codfish,  weighing  about  181b., 
which,  on  being  opened,  was  found  to  contain  two 
soles,  one  of  them  measuring  12in.  by  5ia  ,  a  her- 
ring lOin.  in  length,  a  half  herring,  two  lobsters, 
and  a  flounder  7in.  in  length."  [How  much  did  the 
cod  weigh  after  it  "  had  given  up  its  dead  "  ?J 


"  A  Southern  contemporary,"  says  the  American 
Fishing  Gazette,  "  has  the  following  item  :  '  The  seals 
of  Newfoundland  are  not  fur-bearing.  They  are 
killed  in  large  numbers  for  their  skins  and  fat.  The 
skins  are  used  for  making  patent  leather  and  kid 
gloves.  The  fat  for  fine  soups.'  Very  ingenious, 
kjut  unfortunately  not  based  on  fact.  The  first  is 
a  common  error.    The  residue,  rot." 


Mr.  William  Hearder,  of  195,  Union-street, 
Plymouth,  writes  : — "I  have  just  had  a  letter  from 
Mr.  B.  H.  Walton,  a  member  of  the  B.  S.  A.  S.,who 
is  staying  at  Cawsand  fishing,  who  says  :  '  I  had  my 
record  catch  of  pollack  last  night — 104  fish,  which 
weighed  exactly  9G7lb.,  caught  on  rods,  whiffing 
from  7  p.m.  to  10  p.m. ;  the  largest,  MJIb.,  smallest, 
GJIb.,  average  for  the  104  fish  about  9|lb.,  all 
caught  with  your  black  sand-eel  and  Challenger 
baits,  black  bodies  with  white  tails.  I  gave  the 
fish  to  my  men,  and  I  am  told  that  they  were  sold 
on  the  Barbican  for  £4.  On  Friday  (June  3)  I  had 
thirty-six  fish  that  weighed  350Jlb.'  " 

)(>  ^  •  «  ]|i  :¥ 

All  right,  Mr.  Hearder.  I've  seen  a  thing  or  two 
in  my  time,  and  also  heard-er  iew  yarns  occasionally. 
I  could  not  possibly  doubt  our  Plymouth  corre- 
spondent, but — 104  fish  (on  rods)  in  three  hours 
(7  p.m.  to  10  p.m.)  pans  out  at  the  rate  of  over  two 
a  minute.   This  would  just  suit  Dragnet. 
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THE  FLY  AXD  BAIT  CASTING  TOURNA- 
MENT AT  THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE. 


The  Mechanics  of  Angling. 
The  mechanics  of  angling  have  a  human  as  well 
as  a  purely  mechanical  side.  Certain  rods,  reels, 
and  lines  are,  of  course,  capable  of  giving  better 
results  than  others  less  carefully  and  thoughtfully 
designed.  At  the  same  time,  a  past-master  wi.I 
make  a  better  performance  with  third-rate 
weapons  than  the  tyro  with  the  finest  productions 
of  the  tackle-maker's  craft.  What  best  suits  the 
individual  angler  can  only  be  determined  at  the 
riverside,  after  a  more  or  less  prolonged  trial,  but 
to  ascertain  which  is  the  best  rod  or  reel  requires  a 
series  of  tests  by  experts,  whose  performances  can 
be  compared. 

The  foregoing  reflections  were  induced  by  a 
perusal  of  the  now  complete  programme  of  what  is 
described  as  "The  Tenth  International  Fly  and 
Bait  Casting  Tournament,"  which  is  to  be  held 
in  the  grounds  of  the  Crystal  Palace  on  .July 
22  and  23,  in  connection  with  the  Sports  and 
Games  Exhibition  now  taking  place.  The  com- 
petitions, asweread  the  programme,  while  possessing 
several  novel  features — for  instance,  heavy  casting 
with  sea  rods — do  not  cover  the  testing  of  various 
forms  of  tackle.  The  trials  will  be  rather  between 
men  than  between  things.  A  halo  of  glory  may, 
therefore,  unworthily  surround  the  items  of  tackle 
used  by  the  winners.  We  sav  "  unworthily  "  because 
the  winning  cast  may  be  due  not  so  much  to  the 
tackle  as  to  the  skill  displayed  by  its  user.  Many  fly- 
fishers  were  hoping  that  from  across  theAtlantic  would 
come  some  of  those  marvellous  wielders  of  the  rod 
who,  with  what  appears  to  old-fashioned  English 
fly-fishers  to  be  toy  feather-weight  rods,  have  made 
casts  of  amazing  length.  It  would  have  been  most 
interesting,  not  to  say  valuable,  for  English  and 
American  fly  rods  to  be  tested  under  similar  con- 
ditions by  men  who  can  use  both.  It  does  not 
appear,  however,  that  any  American  fly  fisher  has 
shown  any  disposition  to  cross  the  herring  pond 
with  the  object  of  licking  the  British  portion  of 
creation.  This  is  indeed  a  pity,  and  it  is  sincerely 
to  be  hoped  that  before  the  day  of  trial  some  of  our 
American  cousins  will  take  heart  of  grace  and  come 
up  for  judgment  before  an  English  jury  at  the 
Crystal  Palace. 

Looking  through  the  programme  we  see  little  to 
criticise,  and  this  is  not  surprising,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  it  has  been  drawn  up  by  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston  (chairman  of  committee)  and  Mr.  J.  T. 
Emery  (hon.  secretary),  who  have  had  considerable 
experience  in  earlier  tournaments  of  the  kind ; 
while  they  have  been  assisted  by  such  well-known 
fly-fishers  as  the  Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie,  the  president 
of  the  Fly-Fishers'  Club,  Mr.  G.  E.  M.  Skues,  and 
Mr.  A.  C.  Kent.  Coarse  fish  interests  have  been 
looked  after  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Wheeley,  and  other  gentlemen.  Mr.  Philip  Geen's 
name  on  the  committee  is  a  guarantee  that  bait- 
casting  for  salmon  will  not  be  overlooked,  while  Mr. 
C.  O.  Minchin  and  Mr.  J.  Pickup  worthily  represent 
the  interests  of  the  sea  angler. 

Opinions  often  differ  as  to  the  utility  of  bait  and 
fly  casting  tournaments,  but  certainly  in  sea-fishing 
the  power  to  cast  a  considerable  distance  is  fre- 
quently of  great  service,  and  these  trials,  in  which  a 
sea  rod  capable  of  lifting  31b.  is  to  be  used  to  cast  a 
4oz.  lead,  should  certainly  stimulate  tackle-makers 
to  design  rods  and  reels  with  this  particular  end  in 
view.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  the  lookers- 
on  will  keep  clear  of  that  4oz.  sea  lead.  Another 
novelty  (the  suggestion,  we  have  no  doubt, 
comes  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic)  is  of  a 
^oz.  artificial  bait  cast  direct  from  the  reel,  the  rod 
being  held  in  one  hand.  Then  there  is  to  be  ambi- 
dextrous fly  casting,  in  which  the  several  opponents 
must  make  at  least  three  casts  with  each  hand. 
Lastly,  we  may  refer  to  the  light  rod  trout  fly 
casting  competition,  in  which  the  rod  must  not  weigh 
more  than  5|oz.,  but  may  be  of  any  length.  Dry 
fly  fishers  will  not  be  forgotten,  and  a  prize  will  be 
given  for  accuracy  of  casting.  The  Crystal  Palace 
Company  intends  to  give  £50  worth  of  prizes,  but 
we  are  informed  that  the  committee  desires  to 
increase  this  surn  by  outside  contribution.  Some 
of  the  competitions  are  open  to  amateurs  only, 
others  to  professionals,  and  others  again  to  all 
comers. — Field. 


On  Monday  was  caught,  in  the  Frogmore  canal, 
a  braice  of  pike  of  the  weight  of  48lb. — the  male  fish 
weighed  22}lb.,  the  female  25Jlb.  To  the  disciples 
of  old  Izaak  a  view  of  these  fish  would  be  most 
interesting,  as  they  were  in  the  height  of  the  season. 
TTiey  were  forwarded  to  Brighton  by  Mr.  Watkins, 
steward  to  Her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  Augusta, 
for  tho  use  of  tho  Royal  table. — Windsor  Paper, 
December  12,  1832. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebttor. 

We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents:] 


THE  CORRECT  DRESSING  OF  "GREEN 
WELL'S  GLORY." 

Dear  Sir, — You  ask  me  to  give  once  more,  "  for 
an  Irish  correspondent,"  the  dressing  of  Canon 
GreenwcU's  famous  trout  fly,  and  which  I  got  from 
himself,  and  there  is,  in  my  opinion,  no  fly  so 
generally  useful  (I  mean  indispensable)  to  tho  wet- 
fly  fisherman.  Time  has  proved  its  value  indisput- 
ably. 

The  wings  are  from  the"',' wing  feather  of  the 
blackbird,  tied  in  a  bunch  and  then  split — that  is, 
divided  right  and  left  by  the  thread  used  in  the 
process  of  dressing  the  fly.  The  body  is  composed 
of  the  yellow  tying  silk,  with  which  the  fly  should 
always  be  dressed,  but  waxed  with  cobblers'  wax  to 
give  it  a  greenish  yellow  hue.  It  is  then  slightly 
ribbed  over  with  "  gold  wire,"  but  this  is  not 
absolutely  necessary  in  my  opinion.  The  so-called 
"  gold  wire"  usually  employed  is  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  the  fine  brass  wire  unrolled  from  a  piece  of 
yellow  gimp.  But  as  this  is  apt  to  get  tarnished,  I 
give  "  a  tip  "  of  my  own,  which  amateur  fly-dressers 
may  find  useful,  for  this  and  many  other  trout  flies. 
Roll  the  wire  on  a  simple  and  open  framework, 
made  of  any  stout  wire  handy,  a  wire  which  is  not 
affected  by  the  process,  and  get  any  good-natured 
working  jeweller  to  dip  the  whole  into  his  electro 
gilding  pot.  The  cost  is  slight,  and  in  this  way  you 
get  a  stock  of  gilded  and  very  fine  wire,  sufficient 
lor  any  amount  of  small  flies.  Where  trout  are 
extra  hard  fished  and  shy,  I  for  one  see  no  advan- 
tage in  tinsel,  au  contraire.  The  hackle  is  Coch-y- 
Bondhu.  I  prefer  hen  to  cock  hackles  always,  as 
being  softer. — Yours  truly,  E.  M.  Tod. 


CHAR  TROLLING  ON  WINDERMERE. 
Dear  Sir,— In  your  report  in  the  issue  of  June  4 
of  fishing  at  Windermere  (p.  377 — "  From  the  Lake 
District ")  you  allude  to  the  char  trolling  being 
indifferent,  but  to  be  accurate  it  was  better  in  Whit 
week  than  in  any  week  this  year,  I  myself  getting 
thirty-three  char  on  Whit  Monday  and  thirty-nine 
on  the  Thursday  after,  besides  smaller  catches  sub- 
sequently. I  also  on  the  Saturday  in  that  week 
saw  two  nice  trout  caught  on  the  fly  (Black  Gnat), 
one  just  under  lib.  and  the  other  turning  the  scale 
at  IJIb.  From  the  enormous  number  of  char 
"  rising "  one  day  when  there  was  no  breeze  I 
should  say  they  were  more  numerous  in  Winder- 
mere Lake  than  ever. — Yours  truly, 

EdWD.  P.  COLLETT. 

[Has  Mr.  Collett  ever  tried  with  the  fly  for  the 
char  ?  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  when  the  char 
are  rising  and  breaking  the  surface  in  all  directions 
that  a  cast  of  three  midges  oiled  would  account  for 
some  of  them.  I  tried  once  or  twice,  but  the  rising 
char  were  so  few  and  far  between  that  there  was  no 
chance. — Ed.] 


DAPPING. 

Dear  Sir, — With  many  apologies  for  differing 
from  "  John  Bickerdyke,"  and  being  perhaps  as  old 
or  an  older  angler  in  Irish  dapping  waters,  I  think 
that  however  ideal  the  style  of  fishing  without  even 
an  inch  of  one's  casting  line  in  the  water  would  ba, 
it  seems  scarcely  practicable  in  an  ordinary  dapping 
breeze.  1  have  fished  with  many  experts,  and 
never  saw  one  who  tried  to  do  it  continuously,  nor 
have  I  found  it  necessary.  Of  course,  one  does  not 
allow  much  more  of  the  gut  to  trail  than  can  be 
helped  even  in  a  high  wind,  and  there  is  no  objection 
to  its  being  all  above  the  dap  if  it  can  be  kept  so, 
but  the  good  fishermen  with  whom  1  learned 
dapping,  and  made  large  bags,  did  as  I  have 
described. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan, 

lever-pull;sea-ledger  boom. 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
twenty-four  hours  there  is  a  current  in  the  sea,  but 
I  do  not  know  of  a  tackle  that  will  keep  in  action 
against  that  current.  Perhaps  Mr.  Edgar  Hyde 
does.  His  sketch  and  remarks  appear  to  me  to  be 
very  wide  of  the  mark ;  further  comment  is  needless, 
—Yours  truly,  G.  Lodge. 

112,^Whidborne  Buildings,'. W.C. 

ANGLING  ON  LOUGH  CORRIB. 
Deak'iSir, — Dapping  with  the  May  Fly  on  the 
Oughterard  side  of  Lough  Corrib  began  on  May  30, 
nine  trout  being  killed  on  that  day  by  one  boat. 
Flies  are  still  somewhat  scarce,  and  they  are  not 
properly  on  the  water  yet  in  sufficient  numbers  to 
make  the  trout  eager  for  them.  F'ishing  with  the 
dap  should,  however,  be  excellent  by  the  10th  or 
12th  of  this  month. 


During  the  week  ending  June  .5  several  fine  trout 
have  been  caught  on  the  May  Fly.  Mr.  Coghlan 
White,  on  .Juno  .5,  killed  one  of  7lb.,  and  during  the 
week  others  of  31b.  to  4Jlb.  Mr.  Gascoigne  creeled 
six  beauties  on  tho  2nd,  weighing  close  on  1.51b., 
and  on  the  3rd  four  weighing  101b.,  while  several 
anglers  have  had  fish  from  2lb.  to  41b  ;  Captain  Orr, 
on  the  2nd,  caught  one  of  O^lb.  The  great  charm 
of  fishing  with  the  dap  on  this  side  of  Lough  Cornb 
is  that  one  never  knows  whether  the  next  rise  you 
get  may  not  be  that  of  a  grilse  weighing  41b.  to  .Olb., 
or  a  trout  from  lib.  to  lOlb.  or  121b.  There  is  also 
another  very  great  attraction  to  the  fishing  on 
Lough  Corrib  (which  is  free),  and  that  is,  that  after 
the  May  Fly  season  is  over — about  tho  end  of  .June 
— another  dapping  season  (if  anything  better  than 
that  of  the  May  Fly)  begins,  and  lasts  until  the 
end  of  September.  The  fish  caught  during  these 
later  months  are  if  anything  heavier.  It  is  probable 
that  this  fact  is  not  generally  known  among  anglers, 
but  if  they  once  try  it  and  are  favoured  with  good 
fishing  weather,  they  will  never  regret  having  done 
so. — Yours  truly,  '  S.  B.  DoiG. 


GRAYLING  FISHING  IN  YORKSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  Mr.  H.  B. 
Stable,  re  the  above,  I  having  fished  at  Redmire 
and  district  over  a  period  of  forty  years  beg  to 
inform  him  that  the  fishing  from  the  Middle  Falls 
at  Aysgarth  down  to  Redmire  Force  belongs  to  Sir 
William  Chaytor.  Anglers  can  fish  this  water  by 
paying  2s.  6d.  a  day,  10s.  6d.  weekly,  or  21s.  for  the 
season.  From  Redmire  Force  down  to  the  Batt 
Island,  opposite  West  Witton,  is  also  good  for  trout 
and  grayling,  and  by  staying  at  Mrs.  Ryders,  King's 
Arms,  Redmire,  she  can  obtain  permission  for  a  day 
or  two's  fishing  on  this  length.  If  Mr.  Stable  is 
staying  any  length  of  time  he  is  within  very  easy 
distance  of  reaching  the  waters  of  the  Askrigg 
Angling  Association,  who  grants  day  tickets,  28.  6d. 
their  waters  extending  from  the  Hawes  length 
down  to  Aysgarth.  A  considerable  tributary  joins 
the  Yore  on  the  south  side  below  Aysgarth  Force, 
namely,  Burton  Beck  ;  the  fishing  is  private,  but 
an  occasional  day's  fishing  may  be  had  from 
the  riparian  owners,  namely,  T.  F.  Kings,  J.  C. 
Winn,  West  Burton,  and  J.  Lodge,  Bishopdale. 
There  is  also  good  grayling'  fishing  within  easy 
distance  of  Redmire  at  Wensley.  From  Wensley 
Bridge  down  to  about  a  hundred  yards  from 
the  suspension  bridge  at  Middleham  day  tickets 
can  be  obtained  on  payment  of  Is.  6d.  at  the 
Estate  Offics,  Wensley.  I  have  found  the 
following  flies  kill  well : '  Miller's  Dark  Needle, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Blue  Hawk,  Snipe  and  Purple,  Red 
Tag,  Pale  Autumn  Dun,  Green  and  Apple  Green 
Dun.  1  can  assure  Mr.  Stable  that  if  he  cares  to 
take  a  friend  or  two  with  him  to  the  King's  Arms, 
Redmire,  he  will  be  made  happy  and  comfortable. 
I  have  had  several  testimonials  for  sending 
customers  to  Redmire. — Yours  truly. 

Northern  Anglers'  Depot,       John  E.  Miller. 
19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 


BROGUES— ALUMINIUM  BROGUE  NAILS. 

De.ar  Sib, — I  see  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  4 
that  Mr.  R.  T.  Annan  is  inquiring  of  brogues  made 
of  leather  uppers  instead  of  canvas.  I  can  make  him 
a  pair  of  any  description  he  likes,  or  nailed  any 
style.  A  leather  shoe  brogue  with  two  buckles  and 
straps  are  all  right  for  hard  wear  and  easy  to  get  on 
and  off. — Yours  truly,  W.  Liggins. 

Smethwick. 

[Mr.  Liggins  sends  me  an  aluminium  brogue  nail ; 
he  says  •'  Glanrhos  "  had  a  pair  of  brogues  (low 
shoe  shape,  leather  uppers,  and  straps)  nailed  with 
this  aluminium  nail.  Will  he  kindly  say  in  Fishing 
Gazette  how  they  answer  ?  I  should  fear  that  the 
nail  would  wear  quickly  and  also  break  off  or  bend. 
A  hundred  only  weigh  about  2oz. — Ed.] 


"MORE  JOTTINGS,"  BY  "VAL  CONSON." 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  June  4,  p.  366, 
"  Val  Conson "  mentions  a  pattern  of  Iron  Blue, 
dressed  with  dyed  feather  from  waterhen's  breast. 
Since  I  gave  "Val  Conson"  the  pattern,  I  have 
improved  the  manner  of  dyeing  and  the  shade ; 
and  if  space  allows  I  will  particularise  results.  On 
May  14,  fishing  the  Eden,  Cumberland,  I  arrived  at 
a  spot  where  trout  were  rising.  A  ripple  prevented 
the  natural  fly  being  seen.  The  flies  on  my  cast 
were  unheeded.  Suspecting  Iron  Blue  I  mounted  one 
hackled  from  male  merlin  (Blue  Hawk),  body,  plain 
copper-coloured  silk.  This  proved  unattractive, 
so  1  wasted  some  time  in  trying  another  description 
of  fly  ;  this  also  proving  entirely  unattractive.  I 
returned  to  Iron  Blue,  mounting  one  with  dyed 
feather  from  waterhen's  breast ;  head,  copper- 
coloured  silk,  a  tiny  tuft  of  navy  blue  wool  at 
shoulder;  body,  alternate  lappings  of  this  copper- 
coloured  silk  and  purple  silk.  (I  am  posting  a 
sample  fly  to  "  V»l  Consoa  "  by  same  post.)  Then 
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AN^GLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHIMG   QUARTERS,  &c. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST. 


The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 

XSn   Pension   Tevms  only   IOb.   6d.   8.  da.y* 

NO  EXTRAS. 


ONLY   SIX    HOURS   FROIMC  IL-ONIDON. 

Posi  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


§  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 


WHALES, 


FORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.   135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.    Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sotmd  of  Railways," 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot," 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frenshai  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

The  STirrimniliiif;  country  now  in  fresh  spriuR 
beauty,  (ioltien  norse  ami  furse  in  full  hlooni. 
Night  insales  anil  other  song  birds  abound.  "A 
charming  spot  to  visit." 


Coarse  Fishing  REOPENS  June  10. 

Trout  now  Feeding.    Largest  Fisii  cauglit  to 
date,  2i  and  3  lbs.  eacti. 

GOOD  BOATINQ    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3i  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  Is  now  added 

to  the  Hotel.  

Telegrams :  Gkiffiths,  Frbbsham  Pond.Chcet. 
O.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS,  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

BendoUf  Middlesex. 
Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Fresh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

Sizes  ov  Fish: 
Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  inch.  Dace,  6  Inch. 

Eudd,  6  Inch.  Perch,  8  inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.  Gudgeon,  4  Inch. 

Coarse  Fishing  closed  until  June  15. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7s.  M.  per 
day.  Winter  ;  8*.  6d.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  2ri  lbs. 
Good  sea  fishing.  „  .  . 

W.  VICKKRT,  Proprietor. 


THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

BING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards  ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  PROPRIETOR^  


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Anffling  Quarters. 

ESKDAiiE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Neldeb,  Proprietor. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address  :  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 

Free  Fishing  on  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib. 

Salmon,  Trout,  Pike,  and  lar(,'(!  Gilaruo  ;  ma^- 
nillcent  lake  scenery,  unsurpassed  in  any  pai't  of 
Ireland  ;  Midland  Great  Western  Railway 
Station,  Ballinrobe  (5  miles),  or  daily  .steamer 
from  Galway  lands  passengers  within  one  mile  of 
hotel  ;  two  mails  daily  ;  telegiaph  station 
Board,  £2  10k.  per  week.  Clean,  comfortable, 
no  overcrowding.  Boat  and  two  men  6«.  per 
day.  Lakes  strictly  pieserved. — I.  B.  O'Donohoe, 
Carlisle  Arms  Hotel,  Cong,  Ireland, 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  pep  day. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing— Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,0(10  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cook,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  In  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTON,  Proprietor. 

I 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


BLACK  LION  HOTEL 

Llangurig,  Montgomeryshire. 

One  of  the  Best  Trout  Fishings  in 
Wales.  Upper  Wye  and  three  Lakes,  all 
well  stocked  with  Trout.  Fishing  free 
for  visitors  staying  at  the  above  Hotel, 
with  use  of  Punt.  Pure  mountain  air, 
1,000  feet  above  sea  level. 

Apply,  Proprietress,  M.  ANWYL. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midit  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Troat, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland— Loughs 
-Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  U  mllei 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  accommodation  the  very  best.  Terms 
on  appltcatlop.   Special  to  a  Party. 

T.  8TAHNBR8.  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISHING  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  CuUcii,  Derry- 
maiMiin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  loilgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  C4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
fishing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  ."is.  each  yjer  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheun.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  tlio 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fisliin;;,  White  and  Urown  Trout 
Fishing.  The  (Jweedore  lliver  and  famous 
Louglianure.  The  Hotel  is  on  the  very  brink  of 
Kiver  and  wUhin  a  few  iniiiutes'  walk  of  the  l)e8t 
Salmon  Pools.  A  two-horee  Wagonette  leaves 
the  Hotel  every  morning  for  the  Lake.  A  new 
wing  was  added  to  Hotel  with  bathroom  and 
lavatory  complete.  Very  .Moderate  Terms.  Apply, 
PROPRIETOR.  THE  HOTEL, 

Vrotlif  Jtridi/e,  Uwcndori^, 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 


SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnishcd.  Appointments 
lip  to  date.  Billiards,  Hoats,  Vehicles,  <Sic.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9s.  per  day  or  £2  lOs.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  18.  ;  Daily,  hs. 
Boat  and  Man,  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Acldress  Managkress. 


Tills  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  nou-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 


First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodopgan,  Anglesey. 


CORON  I^AKE. 

The  above  is  the  best  in  North  Wales  for  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lake).  Can  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  or  Bait.  Boats  thoroughly  up-to-date 
and  free  to  Anglers.  Sail  or  row  boats.  Perch, 
Roach,  Sea  and  River  Trouting  within  easy 
distances.  Cuisine,  Wines,  &c.,  of  best  quality. 
Tei-ms  moderate. 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE.  Proprietor. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Fero.v  Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs. 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  e.xperienced  Gillies. 

FISUIN<1   I'ltEE.  VOSTING. 

Mrs.  MACKAV. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  present 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieuteiiaul,  and  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  &c.,  &c.  First-class  for  anglers.  Good 
boats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casts 
on  the  River  Moy.   With  Free  Salmon  Fishing. 

G.  MURTAGU,. Proprietor. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &c. 
Wires:  "  Culag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Pictures(|nely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  within  easy  distani:e.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.   Badcall  3  miles  distant. 

SEA   FISHING.  EXTENSIVK  BOATING  AND  HIRING. 

N.B. — ^The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 

NTSW   FISHING  ACQUIRED. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Phopeietbess. 


LYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

LYNMOUTH,  DEVON.  i 

Unrivalled  for  its  home  comforts  and  excellent  cuisine,  and  stands  in  an  idea 
position.     Good  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Deep-Sea  Fishing.     Boats  and  men  kept. 
Sanitary  arrangements  perfect.    Charges  strictly  moderate. 
Telegrams — "  Valley,  Lynmodth." 

Please  note  address.  CECIL  N.  BE  VAN,  Proprietor. 

Swan  HDlel,  Mm,  Wflfcesleislilfe. 

FREE  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING  in 

Preserved  Water  for  Visitors  staying  in  Hotel. 

Terms,  7/6  per  day  inclusive. 
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immediately  I  began  to  raise  fish,  and  in  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  I  hooked  ten  good  trout  (losing 
four),  and  a  grayling  l\\b.  On  a  subsequent 
occasion  (May  27)  I  fished  a  slightly  sheltered  spot 
in  the  River  Wharfe,  Yorkshire,  when  a  hurricane 
■was  blowing.  In  one  and  a  half  hour  I  creeled  six 
good  trout  with  the  dyed  Iron  Blue,  no  other 
artificial  fly  attracting. 

Re  Trout  Casting  Competition. — I  feel  much  dis- 
appointed at  the  absence  of  a  competition  suited 
to  the  methods  of  wet-fly  fishing  as  practised  in 
the  North.  For  instance,  a  competition,  say,  at 
from  fourteen  to  seventeen  yards  distance  for 
accuracy  and  delicacy.  Wet-fly  fishing  is  no  more 
done  at  thirty  to  forty  yards  than  game  shooting 
with  shot  gmis  at  sixty  yards. 

A  few  accomplished  throwers  of  the  fly  whom  I 
have  seen  (wet-fiy  fishers)  could  give  a  charming 
exhibition  of  accuracy  and  delicacy  at  a  trial  for 
that  purpose.  For  myself  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  I  do  not  feel  inclined  to  go  to  London  to 
see  twenty-seven  to  forty  yards  of  heavy  line 
"  smashed  "  on  the  water  with  trouting  rod  in  an 
unfishable  style — if  attracting  a  trout  at  the  end  of 
it  is  the  object,  I  feel  inclined  to  say  the  aSair  is 
more  like  a  "  gymkana  "  than  sporting  competition. 

Note. — Nothmg  at  all  appears  in  published 
conditions  about  "accuracy"  or  "delicacy"  in 
connection  with  wet  trout  fly  casting.  Surely  this 
is  a  real  omission.  Many  writers  on  dry-fly  fishing 
cannot  really  be  aware  how  frequently  the  wet-fly 
fisher  "  fishes  the  rise "  and  in  a  most  sporting 
manner,  and  how  incorrect  it  is  to  describe  proper 
wet-fly  fishing  as  "sunk  fly"  fishing.  If  the  fly 
sank  before  the  fish  was  hooked  we  should  not 
perceive  a  sixtieth  of  the  rises  we  do,  and  deliver 
the  "  wrist  strike  "  to  secure  them. — Yours  truly, 
J.  W.  Reffitt 
(of  Yorkshire  Angling  Clubs). 


THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  TOURNAMENT. 

Deae  Sib, — In  the  preliminary  programme  of  the 
Crystal  Palace  Tournament  I  see  that  the  prizes 
will  be  awarded  for  the  longest  cast  in  most  of  the 
events.  Is  not  this  a  great  mistake  ?  It  leaves  the 
result  to  a  great  extent  to  a  lucky  chance  of  making 
one  good  cast,  the  rest  nowhere,  a  lucky  pu&  of 
wind  in  the  fly-casting  upsetting  the  chance  of  a 
better  and  more  consistent  caster. 

In  the  previous  tournaments  the  awards  went  to 
the  best  three  casts,  second  best  three,  third  to  the 
longest  cast  if  not  m£ide  by  the  winner  of  the  first 
or  second  prize.  This  was,  I  consider,  a  much  fairer 
test  of  skill  in  every  way. — Yours  truly. 

An  Old  Competitor. 


CAPTURE  OF  PIKELETS  IN  MAY. 

The  following  speaks  for  itself : — 

"  A  Good  Haul. — Fishing  at  Coate  Reservoir,  on 
May  27,  Mr.  F.  Woodward,  of  6,  Lansdowne-road, 
Swindon,  caught  twenty-one  pike,  the  total  weight 
being  441b.  The  heaviest  fish  weighed  5|lb." — North 
Wills  Herald. 

"An  Angler's  Protest. 
"  To  the  Editor  of  the  North  Wilts  Herald. 

"  Sib, — It  was  with  great  surprise  I  read  in  your 
weekly  issue  of  Friday  last  of  the  'good  haul'  on 
the  previous  day  of  twenty-one  pike,  weighing  44lb., 
the  largest  fish  S^lb.,  at  Coate  Reservoir.  This 
place  has  been  described  by  a  London  journal  as 
*  The  Angler's  Paradise,'  but  it  should  in  my  opinion 
be  now  termed  'The  Pot-Hunter's  Paradise.'  It 
would  be  very  interesting  to  some  anglers  in  Swindon 
to  know  the  weight  of  some  of  the  small  fish,  as 
putting  the  largest  on  one  side  twenty  fish  weighed 
SSjlb.,  or  an  average  of  less  than  21b.  each.  What 
a  glorious  capture  !  What  a  splendid  picture  they 
would  have  made  laid  out  in  a  row  on  the  grass — 
twenty  unclean,  immature,  sickly  fish,  not  recovered 
from  their  spawning,  and  caught  on  a  May  day  at  a 
time  when  they  are  supposed  to  be  protected  by 
Act  of  Parliament  (under  the  Mundella  Act)  !  If 
fish  are  caught  out  of  season  in  the  Thames  or  any 
river  governed  by  a  Board  of  Conservators,  the 
person  is  liable,  on  conviction  by  tho  magistrates, 
to  a  fine  of  £5  for  every  fish,  and  also  at  any  time 
of  the  year  to  a  fine  of  £5  for  every  fish  under  the 
standard  not  returned  to  the  water  alive.  It  will 
bo  very  interesting  to  read  what  our  fishing  papars 
have  to  say  as  to  this  '  good  haul.' — Yours  faithfully, 

"  Swindon,  May  30."  "AnAngi.ee. 

[Unless  it  is  desired  to  exterminate  the  pike,  I 
.  quite  agree  with  what  "An  Angler"  says. — Ed.  F.G.] 


WHERE  THE  MAY  FLY  WAS  SEEN. 
•    Dear  Sib, — During  Whit  week  I  saw  the  May 
Fly  on  the  river  Roathy  at  Windermere.    On  June 
6,  there  were  hundreds  of  May  Flies  on  the  River  Wye 


at  Bakowell,  and  on  the  river  at  Chatsworth.  While 
watching  a  gentleman  fish  by  Bakewell  Bridge,  I 
saw,  as  he  cast  his  May  Fly,  a  swift  catch  it,  and  by 
the  time  the  bird  was  landed  it  was  nearly  drowned. 
— Yours  truly,  J.  A.  Hancock. 

Stretford, 


FISHING  ON  THE  NORFOLK  BROADS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  thinking  of  going  with  two 
friends  to  the  Norfolk  Broads,  near  Wroxham,  for  a 
fortnight  at  the  end  of  August.  Could  you  or  any 
of  your  readers  give  me  any  information  on  the 
subject  of  boat,  tackle,  etc.  ?  I  enclose  a  stamped 
envelope  for  reply,  but  would  be  glad  if  you  can 
print  this  in  case  some  of  your  readers  can  give  us 
additional  hints. 

We  propose  hiring  a  small  sailing  boat,  not  taking 
a  man  as  we  can  manage  the  vessel  ourselves.  A 
cabin  or  a  cover  to  the  boat  is  a  necessity  as  we 
intend  to  sleep  on  board.  We  do  not  mind  roughing 
it  a  bit  and  prefer  doing  for  ourselves,  especially  as 
expense  is  a  consideration.  I  should  be  glad  if  you  or 
your  readers  could  assist  us  with  advice  on  the 
points  I  have  mentioned,  and  also  as  to  cost,  either 
through  your  columns  or  by  letter  direct  to  me. — 
Yours  truly,  Leonard  Dacbes. 


RE  LETTERS  ON  HAIR  V.  GUT,  ETC. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  been  a  reader  of  your  valuable 
journal  for  seven  years,  and  noticed  various  remarks 
on  hair,  gut,  etc.,  I  quite  concur  with  "  Clarence's  " 
remarks  some  time  ago.  It  is  a  very  important 
matter  that  hair  is  more  invisible  in  water,  does 
not  fray,  is  more  elastic,  and  falls  lighter  on  the 
water  than  gut.  I  have  some  hair  casts  I  have  used 
for  six  years,  and  they  are  as  good  as  new.  I  used  to 
get  from  Bolton  all  my  hair,  but  for  the  last  six 
years  I  have  got  all  my  single  hair  from  Mr.  Pickers- 
gill,  31,  Rydall-street,  Holbeck,  Leeds.  He  always 
sends  me  three  degrees  of  thickness  to  taper.  As 
well  as  for  trout  fishing  it  is  invaluable  for  roach 
fishing.  I  have  got  both  trout  and  roach  with  hair 
at  times  when  I  could  not  get  a  single  fish  with  gut. 
I  notice  that  Ffennell  in  his  "  Book  on  Roach 
Fishing  "  makes  single  hair  a  very  important  item, 
which  is  well  worthy  of  notice. — Yours  faithfully, 

J.  W.  Marshall. 


AN  AMERICAN  ANGLER  ON  FISHING 
WITH  SALMON  ROE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  in  your  issue  of  March  19 
a  criticism  to  my  article  on  bait  fishing  by  a  gentle- 
man named  E.  M.  Tod.  Evidently  Mr.  Tod  is  not 
conversant  with  trout  fishing  conditions,  etc.,  outside 
of  his  own  dear  little  isle,  otherwise  he  would  not 
have  taken  me  to  task  for  using  that  "  horrible  " 
salmon  spawn  during  certain  months  of  the  year  in 
California. 

Now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  fact 
that  the  use  of  salmon  eggs  in  England  and  Scotland 
at  any  season  is  not  only  illegal  but  unsportsman- 
like, but  a  comparison  between  trout  fishing  in 
England  and  trout  fishing  in  California  cannot  be 
made,  because  the  aquatic  and  climatic  conditions 
of  the  two  countries  are  so  vastly  different.  As  I 
have  stated  in  previius  letters  to  you,  the  steelhead 
(Salmo  Gairdneri  Richardson),  which  is  the  parent 
of  our  native  trout,  visits  the  coast  streams  during 
the  rainy  season  for  the  purpose  of  propagating  its 
species,  and  returns  to  saline  waters  just  prior  to 
the  opening  of  the  trout  fishing  season.  During  its 
stay  in  fresh  and  brackish  waters  it  will  not  take 
a  fly  of  any  kind  (except  baited),  and  its  capture 
consequently  is  attained  only  by  baiting  with  spawn 
and  shrimp.  Perhaps  Mr.  Tod  could  possibly  induce 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steelhead  to  ris3  from  the  depths  of 
a  dark  pool  to  a  featheied  hook  drawn  over  the 
surface  in  accordance  with  his  ideas  of  fish  luring, 
but  I  can  assure  you,  Mr.  Editor,  that  among  the 
anglers  of  this  State  there  are  quite  a  few  expert  fly 
casters,  graduates  of  the  Old  Country,  who  have 
repeatedly  attempted  to  induce  the  steelhead  to 
show  its  nose  above  water  by  clever  fly  ea  ting,  but 
all  efforts  in  this  direction  have  proven  rank  failures. 
If  my  methods,  according  to  the  gentleman  in 
cjuestion,  would  not  entitle  me  to  a  high  place  as 
a  clear-water  worm  fisherman  in  Scotland  or  else- 
where, they  are  acknowledged  in  this  country  as  being 
of  high  art  (a  smile  from  Tod),  and  I  regret  very 
much  that  the  gentleman  who  abhors  bait  was  not 
here  during  the  last  run  of  steelheads  just  to  see 
how  we  bait  fishers  enjoy  the  sport  of  hooking, 
playing,  and  landing  anadromous  fishes,  which  for 
thorough  game  qualities  can  easily  discount  any 
trout  or  salmon  indigenous  to  the  waters  of  England 
or  Scotland. 

In  conclusion,  I  shaU  ask  Mr.  Tod  one  question — 
namely.  As  a  man  fond  of  angling  (as  I  am  sure  he 
must  be)  would  he  (Mr.  Tod)  forego  the  pleasure 
of  trout  and  salmon  fishing  altogether — that  is,  in 
the  rivers  of  England  and  Scotland — in  case  the 


fishes  positively  refused  to  take  a  fly  at  any  season, 
but,  on  tho  other  hand,  could  be  tempted  to  sample 
a  bait  of  soma  kind,  spawn  not  excepted.  Now 
Mr.  Tod,  be  careful. — Yours  truly,  Ja.mes  Watt. 
San  Francisco. 

PIKE  AND  PERCH  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  Perch's  "  inquiry  re 
above  in  your  issue  of  May  14,  I  can  recommend 
Loch  Leven  as  a  very  good  perch  fishing  location. 
I  have  only  fished  it  once  for  perch,  and  then  under 
rather  disadvantageous  circumstances.  This  was 
in  August  last  year,  and  three  of  us  fishing  with 
paternosters  got  501b.  12oz.  in  the  two  hours  during 
which  tho  perch  chose  to  bite.  We  fished  three  or 
four  hours  after  they  ceased  biting,  but  got  only 
one  more.  From  the  boatmen's  accounts  of  others' 
doings  ours  was  a  very  small  bag,  and  the  fish 
averaged  smaller  than  usual. 

I  was  assured  that  the  record  bag  of  perch  for 
Loch  Leven  was  1044  fish  in  one  day  to  six  rods. 
This  catch  is  said  to  have  nearly  filled  a  cart. 
(?  What  size  of  cart.)  I  cannot,  of  course,  vouch 
for  this,  but  I  have  no  doubt  from  information  in 
my  hands  that  the  loch  swarms  with  perch,  and 
those  of  good  average  size.  Boats  for  perch  fishing 
are  2s.  per  hour,  and  will  accommodate  several 
rods.  According  to  my  boatmen  perch  fishing  is 
most  successful  during  the  latter  part  of  July. 
Whether  the  perch  take  well  in  September  or^not 
I  do  not  know. 

Another  water  worth  trying  is  tho  river  Forth  at 
Kippen  or  Gargunnock.  These  places  are  stations 
on  the  Balloch  to  Stirling  railway,' and  are  within 
twenty  minutes'  run  of  Stirling.  Both  stations  are 
clo;e  to  the  river.  I  have  caught  both  perch  and 
pike  in  the  Forth  at  these  places.  Owing  to  bad 
luck  in  weather,  plus  bungling,  I  have  not  yet 
caught  many  of  either  fish  in  the  Forth,  but  I  am 
almost  certain  that  the  river  holds  plenty  of  both  ; 
they  should  run  large,  too.  The  river  is,  at  the  points 
mentioned,  eminently  suited  to  these  fish.  It  is 
unpolluted,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  make  out,  never 
fished  for  perch  or  pike. 

It  might  be  possible  to  get  lodgings  'at  one  or 
other  of  the  places  named.  I  think  there  is  an  inn 
at  Gargunnock,  and  both  villages  are  as  secluded 
as  it  is  possible  to  desire.  There  are  also  roach  in 
the  Forth.  I  got  two  one  day  at  Gargunnock  while 
perch  fishing.  The  fishing  is  free,  and  no  permit  is, 
I  believe,  required. 

I  was  told  by  a  local  that  there  is  a  loch  near 
Kippen,  I  think,  full  of  good  perch,  and  the  fishing 
free.  It  was  described  to  me  as  "  within  two  miles." 
I  find  that  any  information  on  fishing,  other  than 
for  trout  or  salmon,  obtained  in  Scotland  has  to  be 
received  with  caution.  The  average  Scotch  fisher- 
man only  takes  perch,  etc.,  accidentally  and  usually 
in,  or  very  soon  after,  their  spawning  season.  He 
therefore  regards  them  as  totally  unworthy  of  being 
regarded  as  sport-giving  fish.  He  knows  only  the 
most  elementary  tackle  for  them, and  is,  I  find,  veiy 
inaccurate  as  to  sizes,  numbers,  etc. ;  not  only  that, 
he  regards  any  man  who  willingly  fishes  for  perch  or 
pike  as  more  or  less  "daft,"  and  may  even,  as  has 
happened  to  me,  suspect  that  inquiries  as  to  perch 
cover  some  dark  design  against  the  countryside. 

I  have  not  personally  fished  any  other  waters  in 
Scotland  for  perch  or  pike,  but  if  '•  Perch  "  consults 
Watson  Lyall's  "  Sportsman's  Guide  to  the  rivers, 
etc.,  of  Scotland,"  he  wfll  find  names  of  many  rivers 
and  lochs  noted  as  having  pike  and  perch.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  river  Earn  has  many  perch  in  parts 
of  its  course. 

If  "Perch"  can  make  it  fit  in  with  his  plans  he 
should  try  grayling  fishing  in  Clyde  or  Teviot. 
The  former,  I  believe,  contains  a  large  number  of 
grayling  ;  the  latter  stream  I  know  is  full  of  them, 
and  they  are  rarely  fished  for.  Nisbet,  a  station 
on  the  Kelso  to  Jedburgh  line,  is  near  good  grayling 
water.  It  is  a  very  cjuiet  place,  consisting  as  far 
as  I  could  see  of  the  station  and  one  or  two 
cottages.  Accommodation  mii'ht  be  had  in  Nisbet, 
but  could  certainly  be  got  in  Jedburgh.  Leave  to 
fish  the  Teviot  at  this  part  is  required,  but  I  under- 
stand that  permission  is  commonlj'  given  to 
respectable  fishermen.  In  any  case  there  are 
other  parts  of  the  Teviot,  full  of  grayling, 
which  may  be  fished  on  obtaining  a  five- 
shilling  ticket  from  "  Mr.  Wa  ter  Haddon, 
banker,  Hawick"  [vide  Watson  Lyall's  "Guide," 
1903),  secretary  to  the  L'pper  Teviotdale  Fishing 
Association.  1  mention  grayling  fishing,  although 
it  is  not  "coarse  fishing,"  because  the  fish  are  in 
season  at  the  time  (September)  that  "  Perch  "  takes 
his  holiday,  secondly,  because  so-called  "  coarse 
fishing"  methods  (swimming  the  worm,  etc.)  may 
be  emploj'ed,  and  lastly,  because,  if  half  I  have 
heard  be  true,  the  Teviot  is  one  of  the  very_best 
grayling  streams  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

There  are  lots  of  pike  also  in  the  quieter  stretches 
of  Teviot.  As  to  grayling,  in  eight  daj  s'  fishing  in 
October  and  November  last  year  I  had  seventy-six 


398 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


June  U,  1904 


grayling,  weighing  501b.  2oz.  One  of  these  days  was 
a  blank  owing  to  illness. 

Finally,  if  "  Perch  "  does  not  know  this  already, 
use  a  paternoster  in  preference  to  float  tackle.  I 
generally  use  finest  Nottingham  tackle  and  .3x  or  4x 
gut  paternoster. — Yours  truly,  Lock  wood. 

Edinburgh. 


DOGFISH  AS  FOOD. 

Dear  Sir, — I  agree  with  Mr.  Charles  Hus3ey"that 
if  the  prejudice  of  appearance  could  be  overcome, 
and  they  were  properly  dressed  and  cooked,  dogfish 
are  first-rate  eating,  but  what  has  puzzled  me  for 
many  years  is  that  they  have  not  been  more  to  the 
front.  The  various  kinds  of  wrasse,  catfish,  lump- 
fish,  porpoise,  etc..  are  all  very  glutinous  and  not  at 
all  bad  eating.  The  dogfish  is  cleaner  and  nicer 
looking  than  the  catfish.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
know  to  what  fish  Mr.  C.  Hussey  compares  thnm. 
The  writer  has  also  partaken  of  the  white,  blue, 
Greenland  and  spinous  sharks,  the  rorqual  whale, 
eagle  rav,  silvery  hairtail,  redband  fish,  and  skate's 
eggs. — Yours  truly,      Frank  Gosden  (B.S.A.S.). 

Reading. 


A  RICH  AND  VARIED  CONTENTS. 

Dear  Sir, — Thinking  it  would  interest  you,  I 
am  enclosine;  the  contents  of  the  stomach  of  a  trout 
caught  in  this  district  on  May  28.  The  fish  was 
only  nine  inches  long,  but  in  the  pink  of  condition. 
Moat  of  the  insects  will  by  now,  I  am  afraid,  be 
almost  unrecognisable.  When  first  taken  out,  I 
made  the  list  as  follows: — 112  shrimps,  11  worms, 
9  larv;o,  9  slugs,  8  centipedes,  4  caterpillars,  2  grubs, 
1  beetle,  2  flies.  Is  not  this  exceptional  for  a  trout 
of  this  size  ?  We  had  a  heavy  thunderstorm  the 
previous  day,  which  no  doubt  accounts  for  the 
variety. — Yours  truly,    Ernest  W.  S.  Lintott. 

Horsham. 

["  Oh,  monstrous !  but  two  small  flies  to  this 
intolerable  deal  of  grub." — Ed.] 


FISHING  AT  COLWYN  BAY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  be  at  Colwyn  Bay  next  month, 
and  am  told  that  I  ought  to  get  both  lake  and 
river  trout  fishing  within  reasonable  distance  of 
that  town,  but  I  have  no  other  information.  Could 
you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  give  me  any 
particulars  as  to  stations,  to  whom  I  might  apply 
for  permission  to  fish,  and  if  waders  would  be 
necessary  ?  Also  any  other  information  would  be 
gladly  accepted  by  yours  truly,        Cae  Battyr. 

AMERICAN  (BRISTOL)  STEEL  RODS. 

Deab  Sir, — The  small  rivers  of  Germany  are 
very  rough,  and  until  I  bought  one  of  these  rods  I 
was  never  free  from  breakages.  After  that  I  felt, 
though  far  from  any  rod  maker,  quite  independent. 
They  are  largely  used  by  German  anglers.  I  had 
at  first  a  telescopic  one,  but  found,  when  the'line 
got  wet,  it  stuck  in  the  interior  of  the  rod.  Then  I 
got  another  with  rings  and  joints.  Xhis  is  first- 
rate,  but  casts  a  long  cast  better  than  a  short  one. 
— Yours  truly,  R.  W.  Vernon. 


HOW  TO  MAKE  A  KILLING  GREEN  PASTE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  discovered  a  good  way  of 
making  green  paste.  Get  some  gre^n  cabbages  and 
boil  till  tender,  then  strain  them  ott,  get  some  stale 
bread,  and  make  your  paste  with  the  green  water. 
Vegetarian  fish  such  as  roach,  chub,  dace,  etc., 
seem  to  like  both  the  colour  and  the  taste  of  this 
paste. — Yours  truly.       East  London  Angler. 

[The  nearest  fishing  to  London  which  you  can 
get  is  probably  that  on  the  Lea.  You  would  find 
the  "  Angler's  Diary,"  published  at  the  Field  office, 
very  useful  in  giving  information  of  the  fishing 
stations  on  the  Lea  and  other  waters. — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND  WANTED. 

»  Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your 
readers  can  recommend  a  place  in  Scotland  where 
decent  trout  fishing  can  be  had  at  a  moderate  cost 
in  loch  or  river,  with  the  chance  of  sea-trout.  I  am 
not  particular  as  to  locality,  but  any  place  between 
the  Tweed  and  the  Dee  (Aberdeen)  would  be  pre- 
ferable.— Yours  truly.  Hare's  Luo. 


COTTAGE  NEAR  THE  SEA  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  iyou  or  any  of  your  numerous 
readers  recommend  me  to  a  small  town  or  country 
spot  to  live  at  where  good  fishing  is  very  handy — 
trout  and  salmon.  Near  the  sea  would  be  prefer- 
able, and  a  R.C.  'church  not  a  groat  distance.  I 
am  leaving  a  northern  town  for  private  reasons 
where  fishing  is  certainly  good,  l)ut  one  has  to  get 
out  three  miles  for  it.  I  want  u  nice-sized  c;ottage 
or  house  at  a  rental  from  £25  to  £35  per  annum. — 
Yours  truly,  I'ickle. 


A  5LB.  TROUT  FROM  THE  RIVER  CLWYD. 

Dear  Sir, — So  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the 
record  trout,  S.  fario,  from  either  the  above  river 
or  tho  Elwy  was  got  on  May  :U  by  Mr.  J.  Griffiths, 
Cross-street,  Rhuddlan,  a  short  distance  below 
where  the  Elwy  and  Clwyd  join. 

The  trout  weighed  exactly  51b.  when  taken  out  of 
the  water,  was  twenty-four  and  a  half  inches  long, 
and  eleven  inches  in  girth.  It  was  killed  on  3X  gut 
and  a  light  rod,  and  Mr.  Grifhths  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated upon  his  skill  in  landing  so  heavy  a  fish  on 
such  fine  tackle. 

The  trout  is  being  set  up,  and  will  bo  exhibited 
shortly  at  Mr.  H.  Roberts'  Anglers'  Stores,  High- 
street,  Rhyl. — Yours  truly,  F,  M.  Leslie. 


TO  REMOVE  STAIN  FROM  GUT. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  correspondents 
state  if  there  is  any  means  of  removing  tlio  stain 
from  gut  which  has  been  dyed  too  dark  a  colour  ? 

This  must  frequently  happen  when  one  is  making 
experiments,  and  I  think  any  information  on  the 
subject  would  be  of  general  interest  to  anglers,  and 
although  I  have  every  practical  book  on  flies, 
tackle,  etc.,  from  Clelland's  backwards,  I  can  find  no 
recipe  for  this  purpose. — Yours  truly.  Enquirer. 

[If  the  stain  has  been  made  with  ink  "Enquirer" 
might  try  moistening  some  strands  in  strong  white 
wine  vinegar,  then  rubbing  in  warm  beechwood 
ashes  and  finally  washing  with  soap  water.  This  is 
used  for  taking  ink  stains  out  of  silk,  and  gut  is 
another  form  of  silk.  I  should  be  glad  if  "  En- 
quirer" would  "report  progrets"  if  he  trios  this 
plan, — Ed.] 


AN  ERRATIC  RAINBOW. 

Dear  Sir, — Fishing  in  the  upper]  part  of  tlie 
Kennet — not  many  miles  from  its  source — on  June 
4,  I  caught  a  rainbow  trout.  In  view  of  the  belief, 
which  seems  to  be  pretty  general,  that  these  fish 
drop  down  stream,  I  think  this  capture  may  be  of 
some  interest,  for  as  far  as  I  can  trace  the  nearest 
place  where  rainbows  have  been  put  in  the  stream 
is  ten  miles  down.  Tliese  were  put  in  two  years  ago 
as  yearlings.  The  fish  I  caught  was  a  male,  about 
IJlb.,  and  full  of  milt.  He  was  a  strong  fish,  very 
game,  jumping  out  of  the  water  several  times. — 
Yours  truly,  John  Russell. 

Marlborough. 

[I  never  heard  of  a  rainbow  ascending  a  river  so 
far  as  the  fish  Mr.  Russell  caught  appears  to  have 
done,  though  I  know  that  in  some  instances  they 
are  known  to  have  gone  up  stream  for  a  mile  or 
two.  The  difficulty  with  all  our  rivers  now  is  to 
know  what  has  been  put  in  in  the  shape  of  trout. 
It  must  be  only  in  the  head-waters  of  moorland 
streams  that  real  aboriginal  native  trout  are  to  be 
found  now  in  England.  I  know  that  in  some  cases 
a  few  rainbow  fry  have  been  sent  with  a  lot  of  fario 
fry  by  accident,  and  this  will  in  some  cases  account 
for  the  apple  in  the  dumpling.  What  I  cannot 
understand  is  how  Miss  Davies'  rainbows  have  been 
able  to  pass  alive  from  the  great  lake  to  the  river 
below.  They  must  have  fallen  nearly  seventy  feet, 
or  been  sucked  down  at  a  depth  of  nearly  seventy 
feet  into  the  great  sluice — which  feeds  the  river. — 
Ed.] 


FISHING  IN  THE  RIBBLE. 

Dear  Sir, — A  Clitheroe  angler,  dry-fly  fishing  with 
a  local  fly  in  the  Ribble  below  Clitheroe,  on  June  2, 
succeeded  in  bringing  to  his  creel  twenty-two  trout. 
The  heaviest  weighed  about  lib.,  and  the  twenty- two 
together  something  over  101b.  The  finest  sport  is, 
I  imderstand,  to  be  had  in  this  river  at  present — 
that  is,  in  that  portion  known  to  the  writer — though 
maybe  this  will  not  be  the  case  for  long,  for  it  seems 
that  the  stream  is  being  fished  very  heavily.  Yet 
to  fish  in  the  Ribble  is  not  a  matter  of  a  mere  song. 
Indeed,  it  is  an  expensive  luxury.  The  scenery  in 
the  always  beautiful  valley  is  now  at  its  best,  the 
banks  teeming  with  flowers,  the  trees  in  full  leaf 
and  the  may  out,  and  looking  of  the  purest  white 
against  the  dark  background  of  young  rich  green. 
Certainly,  many  a  less  beautiful  place  could  be 
chosen  to  spend  a  week-end  than  the  valley  of  the 
Ribble. — Your^  truly,  J.  C.  B.  N. 


"BUTT'S  PONDS." 

Dear  Sir, — "Butt's  Ponds,"  as  they  are  popu- 
larly known  in  this  district,  are  about  eight  miles 
from  this  town.  They  are  really  three  disused  (for 
very  many  years)  brick  pits,  and  long,  long  ago 
were  stocked  by  the  late  Mr.  Butt,  the  landlord  of 
the  White  Swan  Hotel,  with  pike,  perch,  roach,  and 
tench — it  would  scarcely  be  an  exaggeration  to  say 
that  he  put  tons  of  roach  in  two  of  the  ponds, 
which,  like  most  brick  pita,  are  of  unequal  depth. 
It  is  probably  ten  or  twelve  years  tince  he  dried 
tho  pond  behind  the  caretaker's  house,  and  took  all 
the  fish  out  with  the  intention  of  stocking  it  with 


trout  yearlings,  which  purpose  he  carried  out.  The 
trout  thrived  well  for  several  years,  and  then  their 
numbers  sensibly  diminished  owing  to  the  presence 
of  a  big  pike.  1  forget  its  weight,  but  I  think  161b, 
or  181b.,  which  had  evidently  been  transferred  by 
some  angler  from  one  of  the  other  two  ponds,  or 
had  vivified  from  the  spawn  which  was  doubtless 
in  the  bed  of  the  pond  when  dried.  This  is  a  long 
preface  to  the  matter  which  prompted  me  to  write 
you.  After  the  decease  of  Mr.  Esox'the  late  Mr. 
Butt,  his  son  thinks  it  is  six  years  ago,  bought  250 
king  carp  from  Mr.  Ford's  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor, 
and  stocked  the  pond  in  question  with  them,  they 
then  being  about  five  or  six  inches  in  length.  This 
spring  Mr.  Butt's  son,  noticing  that  the  king  carp 
had  grown  to  a  groat  size,  netted  the  pond  with 
the  intention  of  stocking  one  of  the  other  pits  with 
king  carp,  but  he  was  only  successful  in  securing 
one,  but  that  weighed  121b.  2oz.,  and  Mr.  Butt 
yesterday  informed  me  he  saw  others  of  quite 
equal  size.  J t  seems  to  me  that  the  weight  named 
shows  a  very  rapid  growth  oven  for  a  king  carp. 
Now  for  the  comical  side  of  the  matter.  Without 
wiishing  in  any  way  to  disparage  the  claims  of  Mr. 
Butt,  the  son,  either  as  an  angler  or  stocker  of 
ponds,  I  think  I  can  venture  to  say  that  old  Mr. 
Butt  was  much  too  old  a  hand  to  have  done  what 
his  son  has  done.  Finding  the  king  carp — a  female 
fish:  surely  its  proper  designation  is  "queen"  carp — 
full  of  spawn,  he  placed  it  carefully  in  one  of  the 
other  ponds  by  itself,  hoping  that  in  the  fulness  of 
time  one  female  fish  would  stock  the  pond ;  it 
has  only  just  been  pointed  out  to  him  that  hLs 
attempt  at  stocking  with  a  female  fish,  even  though 
full  of  spawn,  will  prove  fruitless  in  the  absence  of 
a  royal  consort.  No  doubt  Mr.  Butt  will  be  able 
before  next  spawning  season  to  net  a  male  fish  and 
place  it  with  the  now  lonely  female  fish.  I  have 
not  fished  these  ponds  for  some  years,  but  in  1889  I 
had,  with  a  friend,  two  famous  catches  of  tench  in 
one  of  the  pits.  We  landed  thirty-five  tench  one 
Saturday,  and  the  following  Saturday  twenty-six 
— in  all  sixty-one  tench  in  two  outings.  I  brought 
some  of  them  home  in  wet  grass  and  put  them  in 
my  bath,  and  next  morning  transferred  them  to 
the  lake  in  the  People's  Park. 

Roach  fishing  from  October  last  until  the  end  of 
January  was  very  good  in  this  neighbourhood.  In 
a  small  river,  three-quarters  of  an  hour's  railway 
lide  from  here,  some  splendid  catches  were  made. 
There  is  a  highway  bridge  about  every  half  or 
three-quarters  mile,  and  there  is  a  depth  of  four  or 
five  feet  of  water  under  the  arches  of  the  bridge 
and  for  a  few  yards  below,  but,  with  this  exception, 
unless  the  river  (about  twelve  yards  wide)  is  in 
flood,  it  is  difficult  to  fish  more  than  twelve  or 
fifteen  inches  between  the  bridges.  I  had  a  good 
catch  or  two,  but  a  friend  one  day  brought  home 
more  than  three  stone  weight  of  roach — he  put 
back  a  great  quantity — his  eight  best  fish  running 
111b.  lOoz.  They  are  a  splendid  breed  of  roach 
and  give  play  of  the  first  order  in  the  winter 
months.  The  river  is  fairly  rapid,  and  we  have  to 
fish  with  the  finest  gut.  There  are  pike  at  all  the 
bridges,  but  they  do  not  run  a  large  size.  Three 
years  ago  two  of  us  in  about  three  hours  landed 
twenty-two,  the  two  largest  being  5|lb.  and  5Jlb. 

Otters  have  made  havoc  with  one  of  our  brooks 
about  five  miles  out  of  the  town,  I  have  not  had 
my  fly  rod  out  this  year  in  consequence  of  my  time 
available  for  angling  being  somewhat  limited,  as  I 
was  elected  a  county  coroner  for  the  district  round 
here  in  March  of  1903.  I  was,  I  believe,  only  out 
twice  last  year,  and  although  on  the  second  occasion 
I  only  brought  home  thres  trout,  they  aggregated 
51b.  3|oz.,  being  respectively  21b.,  lib.  |oz.,  and 
21b.  3oz.,  caught  in  a  rippling  brook  of  an  average 
width  of  about  8  feet.  I  am  off  to-morrow  at  a 
quarter  past  five  to  try  my  hand,  but  I  hear  the 
stream  has  suffered  sadly  from  the  ravages  of  otters, 
which  have  completely  denuded  a  small  shallow 
pond  in  Barnoldby  Park  of  carp,  some  of  which 
went  up  to,  81b.  and  91b.  in  weight.  Mr.  Overbeck 
is  to  be  ray  companion  in  the  morning,  but  the 
calls  of  business  bring  us  back  from  the  stream  side 
at  10  20 — only  a  five  miles'  railway  ride.  Mr.  Over- 
beck  was  the  captor  the  j  ear  before  last  of  the  fine 
carp  I  wrote  you  about ;  he  has  had  two  of  them 
set  up  in  splendid  style — he  is  an  amateur  artist  o£ 
no  small  merit — and  has  painted  on  the  case  the 
locus  in  quo  where  he  caught  the  carp.  I  forget  their 
exact  weight,  but  they  were  over  171b.  and  151b. 
respectively — I  know  that  three  weighed  over  421b. 
Some  years  ago  Mr.  Overbeck  had  hold  of  a  carp  in 
Croxby  Pond  from  11  a.m.  until  4.30  p.m.,  and  he 
then  lost  it  by  the  fish  sawing  his  gut  trace  in  two. 

I  hear  that  Mr.  Arthur  Mountain,  also  noted  in 
years  gone  by  for  his  many  captures  of  fine  carp  in 
this  district, "has  been  fairly  successful  with  his  fly 
rod  so  far  this  season  amongst  the  trout  on  the 
Laceby  and  Little  Cotes  beck.-— Yours  piscatorially, 

Grimsby,  May  26.  Richaud  Mason. 

{Several  letter  a  are  unavoidably  held  over. I 
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OCCASIONAL  NOTES, 


BY  THE  EDITORi 


"  The  Glitter  of  the  Rod." 

"Dear  Marston, — You  mentioned  last  week 
Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell's  new  edition  of  fishing 
(Badminton  Library),  and  referred  to  the  dangers  of 
flash  and  bright  colour  of  rods  in  trout  fishing.  I 
am  delighted  to  find  that  so  great  an  Inventor 
appears  to  hold  the  same  opinion  as  I,  a  humble 
fisherman,  do,  and  expressed  practically  in  the 
same  words,  or  by  the  same  word  illustrations,  asll 
have  expressed  these  opinions. 

"You  quote  the  new  edition  ats  saying:  ?A 
glittering  appearance  in  the  rod  acts  as  a  sort  of 
beacon  light  to  warn  off  the  rising  fish '  ;  then : 
'  Last  year,  1903,  when  loch  fishing,  I  could  plainly 
see  at  a  mile  off — my  ghillie  said  two  miles — the 
rod  of  a  neighbour  fishing  backwards  and  forwards 
in  the  sunshine  like  a  sort  of  peripatetic  lightning 
conductor ' ;  and  then  the  writer  of  the  book  goes 
into  the  stripping  of  his  own  rods  of  varnish  and 
dulling  them,  and  advises  a  dull  green,  and  even 
the  rings  to  be  dulled.  Here  is  what  I  said  on  the 
subject  in  the  Field  of  March  28,  1903:  'Why 
startle  the  fish  with  yellow  or  brown  or  shiny  steel  ? 
He  is  not  accustomed  to  heliographic  signalling ; 
but  he  is  accustomed  to  green  waving  boughs  and 
tall  bending  reeds.  Then  why  have  a  bright 
varnished  yellow  rod,  with  silvered  rings  and 
fittings,  within  his  sight  ?  Why  put  a  yellow  net, 
with  bright  brass  or  steel  hoop  and  yellow  handle, 
down  into  the  water  and  hope  to  get  him  tamely 
into  it  ?  Go  on  to  a  salmon  ticket-water  and  see 
the  heliograph  rods ;  you  can  count  the  rods  on  the 
water  at  a  mile  off,  simply  by  the  glisten  and  flash, 
if  there  is  any  sun.  Many  a  man  goes  to  a  chalk 
stream  and  flashes  a  rod  like  a  streak  of  lightning. 
....  I  had  my  rods,  one  by  one,  painted  green, 
and  now  two  new  ones  are  built  stained  green.  Of 
course,  faahion  says  that  dull  green  stain  or  paint  is 
not  fine  shop  finish,  but  I  buy  tackle  to  kill  fish 
with,  not  to  advertise  the  tackle  maker.' 

"  The  idea  may  probably  be  as  old  as  the  hills. — 
Yours  truly,  W.  Baden-Powell.'-2 

I  cannot  remember  exactly  when,  but  I  know 
that  over  twenty  years  ago  there  was  much  corre- 
spondence  in  the  Field  and  Fishing  Oazette  about 
ti  Flashing  Fly  Rods."    Mr.  Wm.  Senior  had  a  rod 


painted  a  dull  green  sometime  in  the  early  eighties. 
But  it  is  well  to  be  reminded  of  these  experiences. 
Of  course,  it  was  an  accidental  printer's  error  to 
refer  to  the  rod  "  fishing  "  backwards  and  forwards. 
It  should  have  been  "  flashing  '-  in  the  quotation 
from  Mr.  Pennell's  article. 

Aluminium' Brogue  Nails—Fly  Fishing  Contest. 
"  Glanrhos  "  writes  : — 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  notice  in  your  issue  of 
June  11  you  invite  me  to  give  my  experience  of 
Mr.  Liggins'  brogues  and  the  aluminium  nails. 

"The  leather  brogues  he  made  me  are  excellent 
and  very  comfortable.  The  only  fault  I  have  to 
find  with  them  is  that,  like  all  brogues  I  ever  saw, 
the  soles  after  a  time  get  sodden  with  water  and 
become  soft,  so  that  with  our  boulders  and  pointed 
rocks  the  foot  gets  bruised  in  wading,  causing,  to 
me  at  least,  leg  weariness  after  a  few  hours'  fishing. 

"To  obviate  this  I  suggested  to  Mr.  Liggins  a 
thin  plate  of  metal,  such  as  tin  or  thin  steel, 
between  the  layers  of  leather  of  the  sole,  and  he 
has  done  this  to  an  old  pair  of  brogues  I  sent  him 
for  repair,  and  I  think  it  is  a  success,  though  it  is 
early  days  to  say  so,  for  I  only  happen  to  have 
worn  this  pair  once  since  I  had  them  back,  but  I 
certainly  found  them  much  improved  in  the  way 
of  sparing  the  foot  from  bruises.  As  to  the 
aluminium  nails,  I  fear  the  metal  is  hardly  hard 
enough  to  stand  severe  rock  work,  though  they  are 
very  light.  I  find  after  about  a  month's  wear 
they  are  already  much  womi  I  should  say,  how- 
ever, that  for  gravelly  streams,  where  rocks  and 
boulders  are  rather  the  exception  than  the  rule, 
they  would  answer  admirably.  What  are  wanted 
for  this  part  of  the  Wye  are  the  hardest  steel 
spikes,  and  even  they  would  soon  get  blunted  here. 

"Trout  and  Salmon  Fly  Casting  Contest. 

"  I  heartily  endorse  the  remarks  on  this  subject 
made  by  Mr.  Reffitt  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  11, 
and  would  even  go  further.  As  he  says,  the 
extreme  length  of  a  cast  in  actual  fishing  is  of  less 
consequence  than  delicacy  and  accuracy.  And  I 
would  add  that  as  a  test  of  a  good  all  round  fly 
fisher  there  should  be  a  class  as  well  for  obstacles 
— that  is,  for  fishing  under  such  circumstances  as 
present  themselves  in  ordinary  sport  in  a  moderately 
wooded  river,  whether  for  salmon  or  trout.  I  refer 
to  trees  or  rocks  being  to  the  right  or  left  of  one, 
or  directly  behind,  or  both,  and  necessitating  the 
right  or  left  underhand  cast  or  switching.  I  intend 
coming  up  to  London  expressly  to  see  these  trials, 
never  having  seen  an  angling  tournament  in  my 
life,  though  I  am  an  old  angler.  And  I  would 
suggest  to  you  and  to  the  other  members  of  the 
committee  how  easy  and  how  interesting  it  would 
be  to  arrange  a  trial  under  circumstances  which 
would  represent  the  difficulties  met  with  in  ordinary 
fishing,  and  I  think  such  a  contest  would  be  far 
more  interesting  and  instructive  to  anglers  than 
hurling  overhead  an  inordinate  length  of  line  which 
could  not  possibly  be  fished  with; 

"To  illustrate  my  meaning:  I  remember  once 
watching  a  well  -  known  professional  practising 
casting  forty  yards  of  line,  and  I  remarked  to  him 
at  the  time  that  even  if  he  could  find  a  spot 
sufficiently  free  behind  him  to  extend  his  line  in 
actual  fishing  he  could  not  possibly  fish  with  that 
length,  because  to  recover  it  he  had  to  tear  it  off 
the  water  as  soon  as  it  touched  the  surface.  He 
assured  me  he  could  do  so.  I  therefore  invited 
him  to  try,  so  the  next  cast  he  let  his  line  dwell 
for  a  second  or  two  only,  with  the  result  that  when 
he  tried  to  lift  it  his  '  champion '-  rod  broke  smack 
in  the  middle ! 

"If  the  committee  agree  with  me  that  in  a  fly 
fishing  contest  the  conditions  should  as  nearly  as 
possible  resemble  those  of  actual  fishing — which, 
seemg  the  names  on  the  list,  I  have  little  doubt  of 
— I  shall  hope  to  see  a  class  arranged  both  for 
salmon  and  trout  rods,  not  only  for  accuracy  and 
delicacy,  but  also  for  throwing  with  obstacles  on 
either  side  and  behind,  and  I  trust  in  making  this 
suggestion  the  committee  will  not  think  I  am 
presuming  too  much  on  their  province.  I  myself 
shall  be  happy  to  subscribe  a  couple  of  guineas 
towards  such  a  class  if  it  is  arranged,  feeling  sure 
that  many  others  will  do  the  like. — I  remain,  very 
truly  yours,  "  Glanrhos." 

I  fear  that  it  is  too  late  to  make  any  alterations 
or  additions  to  the  programme,  as  there  will  be 
barely  time  to  get  through  as  it  is.  But  I  am 
sure  the  committee  will  consider  the  excellent 
suggestions  made  by     Glanrhos,'-     Of  course  a 


great  difficulty  in  the  salmon  casting  is  that  it  is 
on  still  water,  and  so  there  is  no  pull  on  the  lino 
from  the  stream,  so  necessary  in  some  salmon 
casts.  I  do  not  believe  in  long  casting  being 
everything,  but  I  have  generally  found  that  the 
angler  who  can  get  out  an  extra  long  line  in  salmon 
or  trout  fishing  is  an  extra  good  user  of  it  at  any 
length.  Mr.  Grant,  inventor  of  the  vibration  rod, 
who  cast  just  over  fifty  yards  on  the  Thame.s  at 
the  Kingston  tournament,  told  me  that  he  found 
it  very  useful  to  be  able  to  get  his  fly  out  a  bit 
beyond  the  limit  of  the  other  anglers  who  fish  the 
Ness,  as  he  often  got  a  fish  which  was  out  of  reach 
of  other  anglers.  I  have  repeatedly  seen  the  same 
thing  in  trout  fly  fishing.  I  hope  that  "  Glanrhos  "- 
will  go  into  the  matter  with  us  at  the  tournament 
with  a  view  to  seeing  if  something  can  be  done  in 
the  way  he  suggests  at  some  suitable  spot  on  the 
Thames  later  on; 

Good  Sport  with  the  May  Fly  on  the  Darenth, 

An  angler  who  has  some  water  on  the  Darenth 
writes  to  me  as  follows : — "  Your  correspondent, 
'J.  P.  T.,'  reporting  on  the  river  Darenth  (Horton 
Kirbyt)  concludes  his  remarks  (in  your  last  Saturday's 
issue)  by  saying  'no  May  Fly  up  yet.'  This  is  so 
entirely  contrary  to  my  experience  of  the  Darenth 
— a  few  miles  higher  up — that  the  following  may 
perhaps  interest  you  and  possibly  your  corre- 
spondent. At  Eynsford  the  first  May  Fly  was  seen 
on  May  19;  From  May  22  to  June  1,  I  fished  five 
days,  and  a  cousin  of  mine  six  days;  our  bag  between 
those  dates  was  fifty-five  fish,  weighing  571b.  3oz. 
The  weights  of  the  eight  biggest  fish  were  as  follows : 
21b.  12oz.,  lib.  14oz..  lib.  lloz.  (two),  lib.  lOoz.. 
lib.  9oz.,  and  lib.  8oz.  (two).  There  is  nothing 
extraordinary  in  this,  but  I  think  it  goes  to  show 
what  can  be  done  in  a  small  stream  by  persistent 
stocking.  I  put  in  500  two-year-old  farios  per 
mile  each  year.  The  fish  are  now  apparently  gorged, 
and  very  few  May  Flies  were  out  on  Monday,  I 
fancy  the  hatch  is  about  over."- 

I  am  always  glad  to  hear  of  success  attending 
stocking  trout  streams  where  the  stock  cannot  be 
kept  up  by  nature.: 


An  Angler  Catches  a  sft.  Shark. 
Mr.  Charles  Bland  has  sent  Messrs.  Carter  &  Co; 
a  shark  to  set  up  which  he  caught  last  Saturday 
when  rod  and  line  fishing  from  Tenby  Pier.  Mr; 
Bland  was  fishing  for  bass  and  had  his  tackle  cut 
three  times,  evidently  by  the  same  fish;  he  then 
put  on  a  hook  with  a  long  shank,  so  that  the  gut 
did  not  get  cut,  and  after  twenty  minutes'  fine  sport 
he  landed  a  white  shark  five  feet  in  length.  I  con- 
gratulate Mr.  Bland  on  killing  such  an  ugly  customer 
on  rod  and  light  tackle. 

Rods  To  Let  on  Good  Trout  Waters. 
It  is  a  bit  late  for  this  season,  but  it  may  well  be 
worth  the  while  of  some  of  our  readers  who  want 
rods  on  trout  waters,  ranging  from  £25  upwards, 
also  trout  water  on  lease,  to  write  to  Mr.  W.  H. 
Pope,  Fishing  and  Shooting  Agency,  Salisbury.  I 
know  that  Mr.  Pope  has  some  first-rate  trout  fishing 
to  let  in  this  way. 


Dogfish  as  Food. 

A  correspondent  in  the  Isle  of  Man  says : — "  The 
edibility  of  dogfish  is  an  interesting  subject.  In 
former  years  they  used  to  be  salted  here  to  a 
considerable  extent,  and  I  am  informed  that 
North-East  Lancashire,  Blackburn,  and  Burnley 
also  formed  a  market  for  them  in  a  fresh  state. 
It  is  not  only  the  waste  of  food  but  the  checking 
of  their  predaceous  mischief.'-' 

Chub  taken  on  Spinning  Bait. 

Chub  will  take  a  spinning  bait  occasionally,  but 
one  does  not  often  hear  of  several  being  taken  in 
this  way.  Mr.  A.  C.  Gardiner  tells  me  that  in 
trying  to  get  a  trout  to  match  his  7J-pounder, 
taken  June  9,  1903,  he  took  four  nice  chub  from 
2Jlb.  to  3lb.,  which  were  all  carefully  returned  to 
the  Thames.  Cooper  has  set  up  Mr.  Gardiner's 
trout,  and  it  may  be  seen  at  Mr.  Lovell's,  the 
Cricketers,  Chertsey.  It  seems  to  be  getting  more 
difficult  every  year  to  get  these  big  Thames  trout 
to  take  a  spinning  bait.  In  the  eighties  and  early 
nineties  many  more  big  fish  were  taken  than  has 
been  the  case  for  some  years.  I  wonder  if  Mr, 
Wheeley  can  tell  us  the  reason  ? 

R,  B,  MARSTONi 
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FLIES,  BUSTARDS,  ETC.,  EEOM 
MR.  MILLER. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Miller,  of  19,  New  Station-street. 
Leeds,  sends  me  some  samples  of  first-rate  .3X,  4X, 
and  5X  gut.  also  hair  casts  at  Is;  each,  made  up  of 
twisted  and  single  hair.  I  tested  one  of  these  casts, 
and  it  was  wonderfully  strong— for  hair.  Mr. 
Miller  also  sends  a  three-yard  "Marston"  May  Fly 
cast.  I  hope  Mr.  Miller  explains  that  it  is  intended 
for  May  Fly  fishing,  as  it  is  too  stout  for  small  fly 
work,  but  just  right  for  the  May  Fly,  which  is  now 
up  on  the  Yorkshire  rivers,  Mr.  Miller  tells  me. 
He  also  sends  some  very  good  small  flies  on  eyed 
hooks,  such  as  Green  Midge,  Stone  Midge.  Black 
Midge,  and  Knotted  Midge ;  thefe  can  all  be  oiled 
and  fished  dry  with  good  effect  when  midges 
are  wanted — not  that  you  can  get  trout  which  are 
midging  to  take  any  artificial  well ;  at  least,  I  have 
always  felt  I  was  lucky  if  I  got  a  brace  or  two 
when  the  water  was  boiling  with  trout  rising  at 
midges.  The  fact  is  there  are  so  many  flies  on 
the  water  that  the  chance  of  yours  being  taken  is 
very  slight.  ^ 

Bustards  for  Trout  and  Chub.- 

Mr.  Miller  also  sends  some  capital  artificial  ants — 
Red  Ants.  Small  Ants,  and  Black  Ants — on  wee 
eyed  hooks,  good  for  trout,  dace,  and  grayling, 
especially  grayling.  His  Drifiield  Dun  is  a  good 
fly,  so  is  the  Iron  Blue ;  but  I  like  a  shade  darker 
wing  and  a  little  purple  on  the  body.  In  the  Red 
Quill  the  hackle  is  more  ginger  than  red.  The 
Bustards  I  .can  recommend  as  very  cheap  flies 
indeed— only  28.  a  dozen,  on  hooks  f  inch  from 
eye  to  bend,  nicely  dressed  in  four  patterns, 
namely:  Yellow  Bustard,  Brown  Bustard,  Red 
Bustard,  White  Bustard.  These  Bustards  are  used 
chiefly  at  night  in  the  North  of  England,  but  they 
are  all  good  for  trout  when  the  sedges  are  about  or 
on  a  rough  day,  and  the  chub  fly  fisher  will  find 
them  better  killers  than  the  heavy  "chub  flies," 
often  sold  for  scaring  those  shy  fish.  These  flies  will 
float  all  right  when  oiled  with  paraffin,  and  the 
Brown  Bustard  is  as  good  a  fly  as  you  can  put  on 
when  you  want  a  big  sedge  for  the  last  half  hour's 
fishing.  Mr.  Miller's  Beck  Moths,  for  evening 
fishing,  are  dressed  with  small  whole  feathers  for 
wings — in  some  cases  like  small  Mays — also  hackled, 
and  will  kill  well  when  used  at  the  right  time. 

R.  B.  M. 


"WHAT  I  SAW  AND  HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON,   AND  TROUT 
FISHINa  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
By  Philip  Geen. 


{Continued  from  page  383.) 

Those  of  my  readers  who  have  never  made  an 
early  start  for  a  day  on  the  sea,  with  hopes  higher 
than  the  waves  and  with  the  thrushes'  and  black- 
birds' joyful  hailing  of  the  morn  filling  their  ears, 
have  a  joy  to  taste,  of  which  they  should  take 
careful  note.  Before  the  lark  had  finished  his 
matins  the  boat  had  been  manned,  and  we  were 
paying  out  our  lines  in  a  sea  which  resembled  a 
gently-heaving  mass  of  molten  metal,  that  had  a 
silver  fringe  which  encircled  the  feet  of  rocks, 
the  heads  of  which  were  as  yet  hidden  in  morning 
mists.  The  ring  of  gold  on  the  horizon  changed  to 
streaks  of  red  and  gold  that  lit  up  the  headlands  far 
and  near,  and  partially  cleared  away  the  shroud 
which  hid  their  vast  proportions. 

Then,  while  thoughts  were  busy  with  Nature's 
changes,  there  came  a  discordant  noise,  which  told 
that  the  hitherto  regular  flow  of  an  extended  line 
had  met  a  check,  and  with  such  violence  as  told  of 
vigorous,  tugging  life.  Until  now  I  had  been  in 
Wonderland.  The  soft  breeze  that  moved  the  sea 
and  the  warm  splendour  blazing  in  the  east  gave 
the  water  a  lovely  glory  of  pink  and  azure,  shading 
first  to  a  lighter  blue,  and  in  the  further  distance  to 
a  glittering  silver  brightness,  which  was  eo  dazzling 
that  the  eyes  had  to  seek  elsewhere  for  rest.  We 
had  but  the  faintest  thought  of  fish,  and  their 
sudden  coming  with  such  rude  hand-shakes  was 
quite  a  shock  to  two  wee  spectators  at  one  of 
Nature's  early  morning  transformation  scenes. 

Everything  seemed  unreal  and  dreamlike,  yet  so 
unlimitedly  great  as  to  make  dreams  mere  peep- 
shows  and  dreamers  petty  atoms.  All  this  and 
more  I  saw  while  the  rod  lay  on  my  knees,  and  I 


was  toying  with  the  winch,  unmindful  of  its  check. 
The  dumb  winch  protested  against  such  unwarrant- 
able neglect  by  paring  a  nail  with  its  handle  so 
closely  that  ray  finger  bled  ;  but  the  fight  was  on, 
and  all  my  thoughts  were  needed  to  overcome  the 
difficulties  of  a  line,  the  loosened  rings  of  which 
were  tangled. 

Three  several  times  the  fish  turned  in  time  to 
save  the  break,  but  the  fourth  wild  rush  was  too 
long  drawn-out,  and  the  expected  and  richly- 
deserved  loss  occurred.  The  bait,  trace,  lead,  and 
forty  yards  of  line  disappeared,  leaving  a  tangled 
mass  of  line  and  a  much  vexed  temper  to  straighten 
out,  while  my  companion  fished  on  with  the  steady 
nerve  of  the  shooter  whose  first  shot  has  been 
successful. 

»•  What  omens  first  shots  often  are !  Nell,  my 
spaniel,  when  shooting  with  me,  made  the  game 
break  cover  on  my  side,  and  when  the  single-barrel, 
muzzle-loading  gun  was  fired  she  would  come 
through  the  hedge  to  gather  the  spoil.  She  would 
not  readily  believe  I  had  missed,  and  when  it 
became  manifest  to  her  that  I  had,  she  walked  close 
to  heel,  a  sorrowing  creature,  and  we  both  knew 
that  this  was  not  to  be  one  of  our  most  successful 
days.  Is  it  not  wise  when  we  make  a  bad  start  to 
pause  a  while,  readjust  our  feelings,  and  try  to  make 
a  sort  of  fresh  beginning  ? 

Had  I  only  practised  what  I  preach,  I  might  not 
have  so  completely  wrecked  a  day  I  fished  at  St. 
Ives.    I  had  promised  to  proceed  by  an  early  train 


to^t.  Ives  to  fish  with  a  friend  who  had  gone  down 
over-night.  I  was  at  King's  Cross  much  too  soon, 
and  waited  patiently  for  the  train  to  come  in  or  be 
made  up  at  the  usual  platform.  As  the  clock  came 
to  the  starting  time  I  ventured  to  ask  why  it  did 
not  appear,  and  learned  that  it  was  starting  from  a 
suburban  traffic  platform  that  morning.  Off  I 
rushed,  and  got  there  in  time — to  see  it  just  at  the 
end  of  its  platform  well  started.  I  had  to  wait  for 
an  hour  for  the  next  train,  which  would  take  me 
on  to  Peterborough,  whence  I  must  train  back  to 
St.  Ives. 

As  I  passed  the  river  at  St.  Ives,  on  the  journey 
down,  I  looked  towards  the  spot  where  my  friend 
had  said  I  should  find  him  fishing.  I  waved  my 
handkerchief  to  him,  and  he  responded.  I  soon  got 
a  train  back  from  Peterborough,  which  I  was  told 
would  stop  at  my  station.  But  again  I  was  at  fault. 
As  I  afterwards  discovered,  I  should  have  advised 
the  guard  of  my  wish  to  alight,  and,  as  I  had  not 
done  so,  we  proceeded  Londonwards,  my  only  satis- 
faction being  another  wave  of  saluting  handker- 
chiefs. Again  I  got  to  Peterborough,  and  again  to 
St.  Ives.  By  this  time  I  was  not  so  cool  or  collected 
as  a  fisherman  with  his  impedimenta  should  be,  and 
as  the  train  seemed  a  long  time  in  stopping,  doubts 
came  to  me  as  to  its  intentions,  and  I  sprang  out, 
with  my  rods  in  one  hand  and  my  bag  in  the  other. 
Somehow  the  hanging  bag  got  between  my  legs,  and 
I  should  most  certainly  have  had  a  very  nasty  fall 
had  I  not  broken  my  momentum  by  coming  into 


violent  collision  with  the  station-master,  who  was 
knocked  against  the  palings,  while  I  sprawled  my 
full  length  along  the  platform.  Of  course  he  was 
very  wroth,  and  took  my  name  and  address,  but  on 
hearing  my  explanations  he  smiled,  scanned  my 
features  closely,  looked  pityingly,  and  said  it  was 
truly  a  strangely-peopled  world. 

It  was  long  past  noon  when  I  commenced  to  fish, 
but  I  got  two  nice  jack,  the  first  of  which  I  put  in 
the  dry  ditch  on  the  other  side  of  the  towpath. 
When  I  had  spun  out  the  second  it  was  time  to 
think  of  a  wash,  a  cup  of  tea,  and  a  train  for  home. 
To  my  surprise  I  M'as  unable  to  find  my  first  fish  ; 
the  dry  ditch  was  everywhere  alike  and  equally  full 
of  dead  leaves  ;  ao  I  got  to  the  inn  with  only  one  in 
my  bag.  My  friend  and  I  were  directed  to  a  wash- 
house  at  the  rear  for  our  clean,  and  while  I  was  busy 
rubbing  my  face  with  my  soapy  hands,  I  heard  a 
boy's  voice  cry,  "  Mother,  mother  !  the  old  sow  is 
running  away  with  the  gentleman's  bag."  I  was 
soon  at  the  front  and  in  full  chase  of  the  thief, 
which  was  lightening  her  load  by  occasional  drop- 
pings— first  a  winch,  then  a  case  of  spinners,  and 
then  my  box  of  sinkers,  but  never  loosening  her  hold 
of  the  fish.  A  stem  race  always  seems  a  long  one, 
and  a  race  after  a  pig  while  your  eyes  are  smarting 
with  good,  old-fashione'd,  strong-smelling  brown 
Windsor  soap  is  a  fit  punishment  for  a  man  who 
begins  his  day  as  I  did. 

Who  that  has  the  love  of  sport  in  him  has  not 
been  moved  by  his  belief  in  the  wonderful  resources 


of  the  inexhaustible  sea  ?  Who'  knows  what  his 
next  tussle  may  be  with  ?  It  may  be  that  by  my 
carelessness  of  the  morning  I  had  lost  a  sea  bass,  a 
fish  whose  ferocious  energy  may  be  compared  to  the 
wild  salmon,  to  whom  the  pain  of  the  hook  is  a 
reminder  of  the  seal-made  gash,  and  who  fights 
again  as  he  has  fought  before.  The  careful  angler 
set  all  doubts  at  rest  respecting  his  fish  by  success- 
fully bringing  to  boat  a  splendid  pollack  ;  but  the 
careless,  fascinated  dreamer  had  only  his  bleeding 
finger,  tangled  line,  and  wonderment  about  the  fish 
that  had  played  such  havoc. 

The  splendour  of  the  morning  was  followed  by  a 
glorious  day,  the  heat  of  which  was  moderated  by 
soft  in-shore  breezes.  We  had  reasons  for  wel- 
coming the  cooling  breeze  :  our  necks  were  smarting 
from  the  effects  of  yesterday's  scorching  sun,  and 
our  noses  were  peeling,  sore  and  red.  During 
leisure  moments  the  itchings  of  these  protusions, 
beyond  the  shade  of  headgear,  received  attentions 
from  briny  fingers,  after  which  they  glowed  and 
itched  the  more. 

With  tumbled  temper,  tickling  nose,  bleeding 
finger,  and  a  tangled  line,  I  fortunately  bethought 
me  of  Shakespeare's  words,  "  Angels  and  ministers 
of  grace  defend  us  !  "  and  of  my  morning  pipe,  with 
which  I  set  myself  more  firmly  on  my  seat,  deter- 
mined to  smooth  my  temper  first,  after  which  no 
doubt  the  other  ills  would  grow  less  and  less.  The 
shepherd's  first  smoke  on  mountain  top  could  be  no 
sweeter  than  mine  soon  grew  to  be. 
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Kirk  is  not  the  least  observant  of  my  block  of 
sons,  but  he  is  quite  the  most  silent.  I  had  uttered 
no  word  that  could  have  betrayed  my  inward  per- 
turbation beyond  the  above  quotation,  but  he  knew, 
and  I  was  allowed  to  smoke  in  silence,  excepting 
only  when  he  had  a  fish  on,  which,  jud^g  by  its 
■weighty  rush,  might  be  the  monster  of  his  dreams, 
and  then  only,  "  I've  got  him  this  time,  dad."  The 
broken  finger-nail  was  lost  to  thought  in  wreaths  of 
smoke  that  soothed  the  nose's  irritation,  and  the 
line-clogged  wheel  seemed  easily  put  right,  and  by 
the  time — all  too  quickly — the  squirt-Uke  splutter- 
ing of  the  exhausted  pipe  said  "  finis,"  I  was  as  I 
ought  to  have  been  when  first  we  started,  and  then 
there  would  have  been  no  mishap. 

I  was  ready  at  Dundawoona  Point,  where  Paddy's 
"  Divil  you'll  hould  thim  here  if  they're  in  their 
usual  timper,"  was  either  meant  for  encouragement 
to  begin  or  a  sly  knock.  Billy,  noticing  a  look  of 
inquiry  on  my  face,  felt  called  upon  to  support  his 
mate  by  offering  his  opinion,  "  It'll  be  a  great  bar- 
gain entirely  between  the  divils  and  the  gear." 

Now  Kirk  is  roused  again,  and  there  comes  from 
between  shut  teeth,  "  The  divil' s  on,  Billy,  and  the 
baker  has  him."  There  was  a  great  tussle,  in  stem 
earnest  at  first,  but,  when  the  fish  was  mastered, 
there  was  some  feigning  just  to  balance  matters. 


J  ■/,',!',  hy]  [W.K.aeen. 

"The  Oabs  Have  Lost  Theib  Blades  and 
THE  Fish  Theik  Size." 

Up  to  now  I  had  no  fish,  and  yet  there  were  at 
least  a  dozen  flopping  in  the  boat.  Paddy  would 
not  adopt  the  suggestion  of  turning  back  to  try  the 
point  again.  "  It's  the  living  merwoman  that  yc'll 
be  getting  hould  of.  It  s  thrue  for  yer  she's  been 
seen  sitting  combing  her  long  black  hair,  and  it's 
nieself  that's  heard  her  sing  on  many  a  wild  night." 

There  is  no  living  creature  so  likely  to  take  you 
in  as  an  Iri.shman.  He  is  brimming  over  with 
blarney ;  but  his  wildest  stories  when  they  arc 
flavoured,  be  it  ever  so  mildly,  with  superstition  arc 
gospel  truth  to  him.  For  him  there  are  merwomen, 
and  they  have  favourite  stones  on  which  they  do 
their  toilet,  and  from  which  they  give  out  songs  that 
blend  with  the  music  of  wild  waves. 

Paddy  and  Billy,  too,  were  thirsty.  The  first- 
named  announced  the  fact  by  spitting  on  his  hands, 
looking  at  the  result,  and  then  saying,  "  Be  jabers, 
it's  silver  pieces  I'm  for  wasting  on  these  bits  of 
timber."  Paddy,  as  may  be  seen  by  his  photo,  is  a 
very  short  man  ;  yet  his  was  the  longest  drink  1 
ever  saw.  He  was  only  in  the  middle  of  it  when 
I'.illy,  unable  to  control  himself,  exclaimed,  "  Arrah, 
he  aLsy,  Paddy  ;  it  s  meself  that's  on  fire  within  and 
without!  '  We  all  had  a  drink,  and,  could  you 
have  seen  my  nose,  you  would  probably  have 
thought,  "  Yfc^,  and  many  of  them.'' 

At  last,  just  as  I  am  looking  up  to  Seagull  Spink 


rock,  made  interesting  and  beautiful  by  thousands 
of  birds  perched  on  their  various  niches,  and  by  other 
thousands  that  make  an  ever-moving  curtain  by 
their  incessant  curving,  fluttering  flights,  I  have 
a  nibble  which  cornea  to  naught.  This  seldom 
happens ;  there  is  an  attractiveness  in  rubber 
which  almost  invariably  gives  the  fish  a  longing  for 
other  bites  imtil  he  is  hooked.  The  tail  of  the  worm 
beyond  the  hook  is  long,  and  lends  itself  to  nibbles. 

Rubber  baits  remind  me  that,  while  fishing  at 
Ramsgate  on  Nov.  2  last  with  fisherman  James 
Groombridge,  I  caught  a  cod  which  weighed  in  the 
market  scales  181b.,  and  which  I  determined  to  have 
cleaned,  packed,  and  sent  off  at  once.  Groombridge 
cut  it  open  in  my  presence,  and  took  from  it  a  rubber 
football  such  as  children  kick  on  esplanades.  The 
ball  was  slit,  but  it  was  all  there. 

From  Seagull  Spink  there  is  a  continuous  rocky, 
weedy  bottom,  at  a  depth  sufficient  to  hold  the 
largest  fish,  for  about  four  miles  to  Muckross  Head, 
where  pollack  are  as  thick  as  priests  in  Rome  at 
Christmas  time.  The  soft  breeze  had  freshened 
slightly,  and  the  wavy  ripple  washed  the  rocks  with 
a  pleasing  hissing  sounds 

It  would  be  a  pleasing  picture  of  certain  sport 
could  Kirk  but  stand  and  point  his  camera  with 
steady  aim.  He  did  his  best  while  I  gripped  him 
from  behind  by  his  neck  and  seat  as  pohcemen  do 
the  prisoners  they  nm  in.  The  rocky  promontory 
called  Muckross  Point  is  of  horizontaUy-laid  stones, 
that  form  steps  upwards  into  the  clear  sky  and 
downwards  into  the  blue  sea.  They  spread  out 
from  the  topmost  step,  bow-shaped,  in  an  ever-in- 
creasing length  so  far  as  the  eye  can  peer  ;  but  of  the 
bottom  steps  from  which  the  pollack  came  there  can 
be  no  account,  other  than  that  the  fish  from  off 
them  were  boisterously  hungry  and  in  such  numbers 
as  told  of  weedy  carpets  on  them.  So  hungry  were 
they  that  they  came  from  great  depths,  took  our 
baits,  and  then  dived  straight  down.  It  was  the 
length  of  line  they  took  in  their  return  that  enabled 
us  to  measure  the  depth  from  which  they  came. 

Kirk  is  quite  an  adept  in  discovering  the  height 
to  which  they  will  rise.  His  method  is  to  let  out 
gently  a  few  yards  and  then  recover  a  little  of  it,  to 
show  the  fish  that  the  rubber  worm  is  frightened 
and  fieeing  from  them.  Then  another  few  yards 
and  a  similar  recovery,  and  so  on  and  on,  until  the 
temptation  is  too  great  and  the  fish  comes  up  at  jt.. 
He  often  got  his  fish  much  closer  to  the  boat  than  I 
did,  and  consequently  had  a  better  chance  of  keeping 
it  from  the  bottom,  and  could  bring  it  quicker  to 
the  gaff.  Kirk's  success  was  always  pleasing  to  our 
boatman,  Pat.  At  times  my  methods  succeeded 
best,  and  then  Billy  would  look  at  me  with  pride, 
while  Pat  seemed  as  if  on  the  point  of  losing  some- 
thing— bets,  perhaps.  If  Billy  could  only  guess 
how  I  have  striven  to  teach  all  I  know  of  games  and 
sports  to  all  my  boys,  and  how  they  have  bettered 
their  poor  instructor's  teachings,  he  would  put  his 
money  on  the  other  horse. 

The  photos  of  our  catches  are  mostly  failures  ; 
but  we  only  discovered  this  on  our  return  to  Eng- 
land. Now  we  know  that  fish  must  hang  down,  or 
stand  up,  with  the  fisher  by  their  side,  with  a  state- 
ment of  his  height  to  give  guidance  for  judgment. 
In  this  photo  the  oars  have  lost  their  blades  and  the 
fish  their  size  ;  it  is  only  Paddy  that  is  real.  He 
sits  true  in  every  detail,  even  the  warp  and  weft  of 
his  tweed  shirt ;  but,  alas,  the  camera  seems  to  have 
exhausted  itself  with  this  effort,  and  everything  else 
is  a  mere  parody  of  the  actual  thing. 

It  is  pleasant  to  be  successful ;  but  an  empty 
creel  does  not  matter  nearly  so  much  as  you  may  at 
first  suppose,  provided  you  have  spent  a  happy  day, 
and  taught  or  learnt  a  lesson,  although  it  be  only 
to  love  the  country  more. 

(I'o  be  continued.) 


GUT  TO  BE  DEAKEE. 


We  are  informed  by  Messrs.  S.  AUeock  &  Co.i 
Ltd.,  fishing  tackle  manufacturers,  Redditch,  that 
there  will  be  a  great  scarcity  of  silkworm  gut  this 
season,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  fishermen  will 
have  to  pay  a  little  more  for  tackle  as  the 
prices  of  gut  are  being  advanced  to  importers  about 
thirty  per  cent.  The  prices  of  raw  material  went 
up  by  leaps  and  bounds  atthe  very  beginning  of  the 
harvest,  and  the  unusually  small  crop  maintained 
these  high  prices  to  the  very  end,  the  yield  being 
only  about  half  what  is  usual  The  failure  is  chiefly 
owing  to  the  cold  weather  experienced  in  Spain 
during  the  silkworm  season.- 


MR.  PERCY  WADHAM'S  PATENT 
SIMPLEX  AQUATIC  WEED  (.'UTTER. 


Since  I  noticed  this  really  excellent  invention  in 
the  Fishin/)  Gazelle  of  May  7  Mr.  Wadham  has  had 
many  orders  for  the  little  machine  from  proprietors 
of  fisheries,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  give 


Mb.  Percy  Wadham's  Patent  Simplex  Aquatic 
Weed  Cutter. 

illustrations  which  show  it  more  clearly.  Particulars 
of  price,  etc.,  will  be  found  in  our  advertisement 
columns.  It  will  cut  weeds  in  shallow  water  equally 
as  well  as  in  deep,  as  the  adjustment  of  the  knives 
is  from  3  inches  deep  to  8  feet.    It  is  by  far  the  best 


and  cheapest  weed  cutter  I  have  ever  seen,  and 
can  be  affixed  to  a  punt  or  boat.  Mr.  Wadham 
was  compelled  to  invent  it  in  order  to  fight  with 
the  dense  growth  of  weeds  in  one  of  the  Carisbrooke 
Fishing  Club's  small  lakes.  For  further  particulars 
I  must  refer  inquirers  to  Jlr.  Percy  Wadham, 
Waltondaie,  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight.  Sir.  Wadham 
has  very  kindly  offered  one  of  the  machines,  value 
£5,  as  a  prize  for  the  Fly  and  Bait  Casting 
Tournament.  R.  B.  M. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  the  circular  sent 
out  with  the  machine:  — 

"  This  machine  is  made  adjustable,  so  that  it 
can  be  fixed  and  worked  from  any  ordinary  punt 
or  boat ;  it  takes  one  man  to  work  it  and  one  to 
attend  to  the  craft,  and  is  suitable  for  cutting 
weeds  in  lake  or  river. 

"  The  knives  have  a  4ft.  Sin;  cutting  surface,  and 
will  cut  weed  in  shallow  water  equally  as  well  as  in 
deep.  Will  mow  down  weed  so  thick  that  it  is  a 
diflicult  matter  to  push  the  punt  through,  makes  a 
clean  cut,  leaves  no  odd  stalks,  and  will  cut  the 
weed  out  any  shape,  on  the  bar  system  or  circular, 
for  it  matters  not  which  way  the  weeds  are 
attacked,  as  the  machine  will  cut  either  backwards 
or  forwards; 
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"  If  required  for  lake  or  pond,  detailed  advice 
■vyill  be  given  free  of  charge,  on  the  purchase  of  a 
machine,  as  to  the  best  mode  of  collecting  and 
conducting  cut  weed  to  bank. 

"Before  purchasing  an  '  Aquatic  Weed  Gutter' 
see  that  your  weeds  will  float  when  cut,  as  weed 
such  as  'Unharmed  Hornwort'  (Ceratophjllum 
suhmersum)  will  not,  so  it  is  useless  to  cut  any 
aquatic  growth  which  has  this  uncommon  tendency. 

"  Weight  of  Weed  Cutter,  601b.  Can  be  taken 
in  two  parts,  each  weighing  301b.,  for  conveoienoe 
of  carrying. 

"To  FIX  Machine; 

"Bolt  on,  by  means  of  four  bolts,  the  base  of 
machine  E  (which  measures  4pn.  by  13in.  long)  to 
the  stern  seat  of  craft.  When  machine  is  not  in 
use  same  can  be  removed  in  five  minutes.; 

"  To  woBK  THE  Weed  Cutter.- 

"Slacken  T  set  screw  at  D  with  the  fingers  and 
let  rod  drop  down,  with  knives  attached,  to 
required  depth :  then  tighten  T  set  screw  again,  and 
as  the  craft  is  propelled  either  backwards  or 
forwards,  whichever  is  most  convenient,  the  lever 
handle  B  is  moved  from  side  to  side,  completing  a 
half  circle." 


THE  SUMMER  NUMBER  OF 
"COUNTRY  LIFE." 


The  summer  number  of  Country  Life  is  by  far 
the  best  which  that  enterprising  periodical  has  ever 
produced.  Among  the  contents  it  may  be  noted 
that  Miss  Jekyll  writes  about  the  study  of  flowers 
and  fruit ;  Miss  Fiona  Macleod  contributes  a  poem. 

The  Last  Fay,"  and  a  prose  piece  called  "  The 
Mountain  Charm";  Mr.  Robert  Bridges  has  an 
interesting  experiment  in  verse.  The  story  is  by 
Mrs.  Blundell.  Professor  Boulenger  gives  what 
will  interest  many  of  our  readers,  namely,  the  life 
history  of  the  eel,  and  Mr.  Seton  Gordon  that  of 
the  golden  eagle.  Professor  Yelverton  Tyrrell 
writes  of  rural  life  in  ancient  Greek  poetry.  In 
the  place  usually  allotted  to  an  English  home  there 
is  an  interesting  and  fully  illustrated  account  of 
the  Vatican  by  Miss  March  Phillipps.  These  are  in 
addition  to  the  usual  contents  of  the  paper,  which 
is  admirably  illustrated. 


NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


J5The  Fisherman's  Handbook."    By  Edgar  S 
Shbubsole,  with  numerous  Illustrations  from 
Photographs  by  the  Author. 
This  is  the  new  volume  in  Mr.-  John  Lane's 
"Country  Handbooks"  series— most  admirably  pro- 
duced and  handy  httle  works,  and  if  all  are  as  well 
done  as  this  on  fishing  by  Mr.  Shrubsole,  they  are 
very  well  done  indeed.    In  a  little  under  200  pages 
every  kind  of  fishing  is   dealt  with,  and  it  is 
wonderful  what  a  great  display  of  illustrations  and 
useful  matter  the  author  has  worked  in.  Although 
the  expert  will  find  some  useful  hints,  it  is  to  the 
beginner  that  the  author  principally  addresses  him- 
self he  says  "  amateur,"  but  an  amateur  may  be 

as  expert  as  it  is  possible  to  be.  A  very  full  index 
adds  greatly  to  the  value  of  this  excellent  little 
guide. 

"Camping  Out.''  By  "Campaigner,". 
It  is  evident,  from  the  list  of  other  works  men 
tioned  on  the  title-page,  that  "Campaigner"  is 
Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole.  He  tells  us  in  his  preface 
that  he  has  camped  out  for  three  months  at  a  time, 
and  the  wonder  is  he  is  still  alive  to  tell  the  world 
how  to  do  it,  as  he  does  in  this  useful  little  volume, 
which  is  published  by  the  Burlington  Publishing 
Co.,  Ltd.,  72  to  70,  Temple  Chambers,  E.C.  Illus- 
trations of  tents,  cooking  apparatus,  folding  chairs, 
beds,  etc.,  are  given,  and  anyone  who  is  thinking 
of  camping  out  will  probably  save  himself  money 
and  worry  by  consulting  this  little  book; 

mThe  Angler's  Diary  and  Tourist  Fisher- 
man's Gazetteer  op  the  Rivers  and  Lakes 
of  the  World,'-'    Edited  by  J.  E.  B;  C. 
This  is  the  thirty-eighth  yearly  edition  of  this 
invaluable,  although  by  no  means  infallible,  guide. 
We  have  so  often  recommended  it  that  there 
remains  nothing  to  do  but  to  recommend  it  again. 
It  cannot  be  expected,  in  a  little  eighteenpenny 
book  which  attempts  to  cover  the  chief  anghng 
waters  of  the  world,  that  the  information  is  always 


brought  up  to  date,  as  so  many  scores  of  thousands 
of  places  are  dealt  with  it  would  be  impossible. 
But  as  we  have  often  pointed  out,  the  information 
given  is  nearly  always  sufficient  to  enable  an  angler 
to  get  more  by  writing  to  the  proprietors  of  hotels 
or  other  people  mentioned.  There  is  one  serious 
drawback  connected  with  this  annual,  and  that  is 
that  half  the  season,  the  whole  of  it  where  it  is 
spring  fishing  (the  best  of  all  in  salmon  fishing),  is 
gone  each  year  before  it  comes  out.  This  is  dis- 
appointing to  advertisers  and  to  anglers  also,  and 
there  is  surely  no  good  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  published  at  the  end  of  February.  Instead  of 
this  the  date  of  publication  gets  later  every  year, 
and  although  it  is  called  "  The  Angler's  Diary  for 
1904,"  it  was  not  published  until  June.  Of  course, 
in  process  of  time  it  will  come  out  at  this  rate  in 
January,  when  other  annuals  do,  on  the  principle 
of  the  precession  of  the  equinoxes; 


THE  "PENNELL"  SALMON  AND 
TROUT  REEL. 


As  referred  to  recently  in  a  notice  of  the  new 
edition  of  the  "Salmon  and  Trout"  volume  in  the 
Badminton  Library,  I  mentioned  a  reel  which  Mr. 
Cholmondeley  Pennell  has  brought  out  through 
Messrs.  Farlow,  who  have  kindly  lent  me  illustra- 
tions of  it,  and  let  m6  see  the  reel  itself. 

Here  is  what  Mr.  Pennell  says  about  it,  and  Mr. 
Pennell  is  very  careful  to  make  it  quite  clear  that 
he  does  not  claim  to  have  originated  all  the  points 
in  the  reel.  He  says,  after  enumerating  what  he 
considers  the  features  a  good  sa'mon  reel  should 
possess,  such  as  lightness,  combined  with  strength, 
etc. : — 

"  As  I  could  not  find  any  salmon  reel  completely 
fulfilling  the  several  conditions,  I  set  about  con- 
structing one,   and  in  doing  so  unhesitatingly 


The  "Pennell"  Salmon  Reel  with  Reel  Guard. 

The  outline  illustration  on  the  right  shows  the 
brass  lid  over  the  check  mechanism  open. 

pressed  into  my  service  the  best  points  I  could  find 
in  any  existing  reels,  well  known  or  otherwise." 
The  outcome  is  shown  in  the  illustration.' 

"  The  form  of  the  side  plates  of  my  reel,  with 
the  '  rim '  in  one  solid  piece  of  metal,  not  only 
enables  the  exterior  end  of  the  handle  to  be 
'  guarded,'  or  counter-sunk,  so  as  to  protect  it  and 
prevent  the  line  hitching  round  it,  but  at  the  same 
time  makes  it  practicable  to  dispense  altogether 
with  the  second  or  exterior  plate;  Hence  (point 
first)  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  weight  of  the 
reel,  with  increased  rather  than  decreased  strength: 

'•  To  gain  in  the  handle  the  maximum  of  possible 
leverage  (point  two),  I  have  adopted  a  form  of 
handle  which,  in  a  4^in.  reel,  gives  an  increased 
leverage,  or  winding  in  power,  of  half  an  inch  in 
actual  measurement,  or,  mechanically  speaking, 
somewhere  about  doubles  it.  The  double  leverage 
will  tell  from  the  first  putting  together  of  the  rod 
until  the  gaffing  of  the  last  fish  of  the  day  gives 
the  wearied  muscles  of  the  right  arm  and  back  a 
not  unwelcome  respite."  (In  a  footnote  Mr.  Pennell 
says  that  a  variation  of  this  handle,  with  an  ex- 
tension of  it  right  across  the  reel  from  side  to  side, 
is  known  as  '•  Bright's  handle,"  but  it  offers  no 
additional  advantages,  and  adds  materially  to  the 
weight.) 

"  The  last  point  is  the  check  mechanism,  which 
ought  to  be  simple,  and  at  the  same  time  easily 
accessible  -  accessible,  that  is,  without  any  taking 
to  pieces  of  the  reel;  In  my  '  combined  reel '  the 
check  machinery  is  merely  covered  by  a  hinged  lid 
sufficiently  close  fitting  to  be  practically  water- 
tight, while  admitting  of  being  opened  at  once  by 
giving  the  catch  a  turn  with  the  point  of  a  knife 
blade. 


"  The  genesis  and  '  genealogy '  of  the  reel  are 
detailed  in  previous  editions;  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
as  here  presented  it  combines  both  practically  and 
theoretically  every  '  thinkable  '  requirement  for  a 
perfect  salmon  reel,  fit,  as  the  saying  is,  to  go 
anywhere  and  do  anything  ;  and,  further,  that  it 
is  the  only  reel  now  'on  the  maiket,'  or  ever 
brought  before  the  public,  that  does  so  combine 
them. 

"This  sounds  rather  a  'tall'  order,  but  then 
either  it  is  true  or  isn't;  If  not  true,  I  am  open 
to  conviction  (and  to  be  convicted),  and  as  I  have 
no  interest  in  the  reel  save  a  fatherly  one,  it  is  only 
fair  to  the  reader  to  state  the  fact  straight,  as  a 
fact — or  what  I  believe  to  be  such; 

"  The  weight  of  the  reel  (4  Jin. )  is  lib;  6o5!;;  and 
that  of  a  'best  London-made  reel'  of  the  same 
diameter  somewhere  about  lib;  13oz.  ,.or  7oz.  morej 

"  The  reel  is  registered  and  manufactured  by 
Messrs.  Farlow." 

Mr.  Pennell's  reel  is  certainly  a  first-rate  onej 
At  first  sight  one  is  inclined  to  say.  What!  a 
resurrection  of  that  ancient  horror  the  crank  handle; 
and  that  is  its  weak  point,  although  it  is  a  vast 
improvement  on  the  old  crank,  which  invariably 
worked  loose  on  the  spindle,  got  wobbly,  and 
allowed  the  line  to  catch  underneath;  In  Mrj 
Pennell's  the  exterior  end  of  the  handle  is,  as  he 
explains,  counter-sunk  and  guards  the  rim. 

R.  B.  Mi 


THE  FISHMONGERS'  COMPANY. 


IMPORTANT  NOTICES  RELATING  TO 
SCOTLAND. 


We  have  received  from  Mr.  J.  Wrench  Towscj 
Clerk  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company,  some  impor- 
tant notices,  namely:  — 

(o)  "  Warning  to  Owners,  Masters,  Crews  of 
Yachts,  and  others  as  regards  illegal  netting." 

(b)  "Unclean  and  Unseasonable  Salmon  Smolts 
or  Fry"  (under  provision  of  the  Scotch  Salmon 
Fisheries  Acts).  This  we  give  in  full  elsewhere,  as 
it  is  very  important  that  the  law  should  be  known 
to  anglers. 

(c)  "A  Warning  against  taking  Salmon  or  Sea- 
Trout  in  (Scotland  without  having  a  legal  right 
to  do  so  or  permission  from  the  owner."  A  fine  of 
£5  can  be  imposed,  and  boats,  nets,  etc.,  forfeited. 

(d)  "Meshes  of  Nets."— No  net  used  for  the 
capture  of  salmon  or  sea-trout  in  Scotland  shall 
have  a  mesh  of  less  than  one  inch  and  three-quarters 
in  extension  from  knot  to  knot  measured  bn  each 
side  of  the  square,  or  seven  inches  measured  round 
each  mesh  when  wet.  The  placing  of  two  or  more 
nets  behind  or  near  each  other  in  such  manner  as 
to  practically  diminish  the  mesh  of  the  nets  is  also 
illegal. 

(e)  "Warning  to  Hotel  Proprietors  and  others 
who  Buy  Fish." — This  is  a  warning  against  the 
purchase  of  unclean  and  unseasonable  salmon  and 
eea-trout. 

(/)  "  Warning  to  Proprietors  and  Lessees  of 
Fishings." — In  this  the  proprietors  and  lessees  of 
fishings  are  warned  that  the  Fishmongers'  Company 
have  opened  an  office  in  Edinburgh,  and  have 
arranged  with  their  officers  to  watch  the  various 
markets  and  traffic  routes  in  order  to  check  the 
practice  of  selling  poached  salmon  and  trout  in 
Scotland. 


THE     TENTH  INTERNATIONAL 
FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING 
TOURNAMENT. 

A  NOTE  TO  INTENDING  COMPETITORS. 

The  arrangements  for  carrjnng  out  the  above 
Tournament  are  now  rapidly  approaching  that 
period  when  the  word  "  complete  "  may  be  written  ; 
but  "  Time  "  is  also  marching  on,  and  July  22  is  not 
far  distant.  The  committee  have  done  evcrytliing 
in  their  power  to  ensure  a  successful  issue.  For  the 
fiy  caster  there  is  a  lake  pecuharly  adapted  for  the 
various  competitions,  sheltered  from  wind  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  and  so  situated  that  spectators 
will  get  a  good  view  of  the  competitions ;  and  the 
bait-casting  court  is  equally  favourable ;  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  had  it  been  specially  made  for  such 
a  purpose  it  could  not  well  have  been  improved 
upon.  My  object  in  writing  this  note  is  to  ask  in- 
tending competitors  to  enter  as  soon  as  possible. 
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P. 


D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfacturer  of  every  description  of  FisWng  Tackle  snital)le  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TEN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  MEDALS  AWABDEjD. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  Btiong,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  saperlor  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Green  heart. 

From  9  ft.  to  12  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  13  ois. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with  ;  much  better  than  Split  Oane, 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Brake  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trout. 

Mai  loch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Beel  la  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abtoad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  loohs  In  Scotland,  anglers  may 
lely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingr^sher  Line. 

12  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  120  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

30  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout. 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  off.  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  bettei 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  tew  uasoHcitea  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes:  "Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marTelloni.   I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
E.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  B.  writes :  "  Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line — In  the  condition  it  la  in  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  to 
he  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

B.  M.,  K.C.,  writes  :  "I  could  not  understand  bow  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


BURBERRY-PROOF 


FISHING 
EQUIPMENTS 


Provide  the  Angler  with  every  habilimentary  need,  and  afford— (1)  Protection  from  Wet  in  all  forms. 
(2)  Self  Ventilation  in  Proofed  Cioths.        (3)  Coolness  and  ^Lightness.        (4)  Ease  of  Movement. 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

"  The  hest  lisliiiiij;  luit  I  ever  used.  You 
can  h<ive  it  as  light  as  you  like,  aud  yut 
it  will  keep  out  any  amount  of  rain,  and 
the  peak  protects  the  eyes,  ears  and  back 
of  neck.  "  -Pinlawj  Uazette. 

.Single  brim  "  7/6 

Di^uble  brim  (toholrl  CTsts  and  Hies)  8/- 


Every 

"  Biroeiry- 
Proof" 
bears  a 
"  Barberry " 
Label. 


No  garment 
existent 
l^j  gives  such 
freedom  of 
swing  for 
the  arms. 
I'liis  charac- 
I  <Tistic  is  an 
essential  to 
the  sports 
man, 
ever 

pursuing'. 


what 
sport 


BURBERRY  FISHINfl  SUIT. 


J'he  feature  of  the  "Pis- 
cat,or  "  is  its  adaptability 
to  the  angler's  needs, 
both  when  bank-fishing 
anil  wailing.  The  collar 
t  i\<v  pnitei-ts  thevulner- 
alile  points,  and  being 
turnislieil  with  a  pivot 
sleeve  it  makes  au  ideal 
fishing  coat. 


The  Slip-on  in  its 
peregrinations  with 
Sportsmen  and 
travellers  the  world 
over  has  manifested 
such  hygienic 
weatherproof  quali- 
ties, whilst  allowing 
absolute  ease '  of 
movement  to  the 
wearer,  that  it  has 
become  the  insepar- 
able companion  of 
those  who  woo 
pleasure  or  pursue 
business  in  the 
open. 


PISC.4T0R. 


FISHING  SLIP=ON. 


30,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON  ;  and  BASINGSTOKE. 
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A  large  number  of  valuable  prizes  have  already 
been  promised,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  many  more 
■mil  be  forthcoming.  Many  of  these  prizes  are 
given  for  specified  competitions,  but  the  majority 
■will  have  to  be  allotted  by  the  committee,  and  it  is 
obvious  that  to  enable  them  to  do  so  equitably  it  is 
necessary  that  they  should  be  in  possession  of  the 
kno'wledge  of  the  number  of  the  possible  competitors 
for  each  event.  Besides  this,  it  ■will  enable  me  to 
prepare  the  complete  programme,  which  must  be 
in  the  printer's  hands  on  ISIonday,  July  18. 

In  this  column  appears  a  first  list  of  prizes, 
and  as  a  recognition  of  the  kindness  of  the  donors 
I  trust  every  competition  ■wiU  be  ■well  patronised, 
and  I  shall  bo  pleased  to  forward  the  necessary 
entiy  form  upon  appUcation. 

It  is  necessary  to  mention  that  the  programme 
no^w  issued  is,  as  plainly  indicated  on  it,  a  "  pre- 
liminary "  programme  only.  Some  slight  altera- 
tions in  detail  may  be  made  in  the  complete  edition, 
but  so  far  as  the  rules  and  dates  are  concerned  they 
will  remain  as  published. 

J.  T.  Emeey,  Hon.  Seo. 

Duloe  House,  Leytonstone. 

Donations  Promised. 


Crystal  Palace  Company 

..  £50 

0 

0 

Field 

5 

0 

5 

5 

0 

C.  H.  Wheeley,  Esq  

2 

2 

0 

Messrs.  S.  Allcock  &  Company . . 

..  2 

2 

0 

"  Buckbean  U   

1 

0 

0 

"A.  B.  I.':   

1 

0 

0 

FiBST  List  op  Prizes  Promised. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Power  :  a  "  Hardy  -'  spUt-cane  trout  rod 

(Competition  N). 
Messrs.  J.  Enright  &  Sons,  Castleconnell :  two 

prizes,  not  yet  specified. 
Messrs.  J.  Bernard  &  Son :  a  good  greenheart  trout 

rod. 

Mr.  F.  Murgatroyd :  a  newly-designed  wood  creel, 

value  17s.  6d. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Martin :   a  centre-pin  reel  and  line, 

value  16s. 


Cheltenham  :  a  "  Winch- 
eyed  fly  and  cast  case, 

a  No.  2  "BuUetll 


Messrs.  W.  Bartleet  &  Sons,  of  Redditch,  a  com- 
plete set  of  Abbey  Mill  spinners. 

Messrs.  Ogden  Smith  :  an  "  On  Sight"  eyed  fly  box, 
fitted  with  flies,  value  £2  2s. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Cummings  :  a  "  Synge  "  duplex  fishing 
bag,  value  10s.  6d. 

Mr.  James  Ogden,  of 
comb  '"i  combined 
value  8s.  6d. 

Messrs.  Kodak  Co.,  Ltd, 
camera,  value  £2  2s. 

Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.  :  a  best  "  Hardy  "  cane-built 
casting  rod,  lift,  or  lift.  6in.,  to  be  added  to 
first  prize  in  Competition  G  ;  a  4in.  "  Hardy  " 
patent  "  Silex "  casting  reel,  with  jewelled 
bearings  and  auxiliary  check.  Competition  J ; 
a  3Jin.  "  Hardy  "  patent "  Silex  "  casting  reel, 
specially  made  for  casting  ^oz.  baits.  Compe- 
tition K  ;  a  5.^02.  best  "  Hardy '-'  !spUt-cane 
rod.  Competition  0. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Emery :  a  special  greenheart  combined 
sea  and  pike  rod,  value  £2  2s.  ;  a  set  of  table 
cutlery  in  polished  wood  case,  lined  velvet  and 
silk,  value  £2  12s.  6d.  ;  a  "  Unique  "  tackle 
case,  fitted  complete  for  float  and  ledger  tackle, 
value  £1  Is.  ;  an  illustrated  work  on  salmon 
and  trout  flies,  with  coloured  plates,  by  Mary 
Orvis  Merbury,  value  £1  Is. 

Messrs.  Burberry :  a  new  salmon  wading  blouse, 
value  £3  3s.,  for  Competition  B. 

Messrs.  Foster  Bros.,  Ashbourne :  a  cane-built, 
steel-ribbed  rod. 

Mr.  Percy  Wadham :  a  "  Simplex  "  aquatic  weed- 
cutter,  value  £5. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  :  two  vols,  on  "  Fishing,"-  value 
£1  4s.  ;  and  other  anghng  books. 

Mr.  F.  \Y.  Homer,  Forest  Gate :  roach  tackle  and 
patent  fishing  seat. 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson,  &  Anderson,  Ltd.  : 
one  pair  best  quaUty  "  Gold  Medal "  wading 
trousers,  value  £2  Os.  6d. ;  one  pair  "  Non- 
slipping  "  pike  boots,  value  £1  7s.  6d. 

Mr.  Marston  has  kindly  promised  to  acknowledge 
and  notice  all  prizes  given  for  the  Tournament  in 
the  Fishing  GazeMe.  J.  T.  E. 


SUNLIGHT  V.  FISH  EGGS. 


In  the  fall  of  1874,  while  hatching  salmon  eggs  in 
a  large  tept  on  a  gravel  bar  of  the  McCloud  river, 
California,  we  noticed  that  there  was  a  solid  band 
of  white  eggs  every  morning  at  a  certain  place  in 
the  hatching  troughs,  while  all  the  other  eggs  in  the 
house  were  doing  well.  This  led  us  at  once  to 
hunting  up  the  cause  of  this  strange  occurrence,  and 
we  soon  found  that  every  morning  at  a  certain  hour 
a  ray  of  sunlight  fell  across  this  very  spot  in  the 
troughs  where  the  dead  eggs  were  found,  and  that 
the  band  o£  dead  eggs  corresponded  exactly  in  width 
to  the  band  of  sunlight  that  fell  upon  them. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  friend  of  mine,  one  of  the 
State  Fish  Commissioners  of  Oregon,  claimed  that 
sunlight  never  hurt  salmon  eggs,  referring,  of  course, 
to  salmon  eggs  hatching  in  Oregon.  Now,  it  appears 
to  me  that  both  conclusions  may  be  correct.  In 
California,  as  every  one  knows  who  has  lived  there, 
the  air  is  dry  and  clear,  and  the  rays  of  the  eun, 
except  in  the  rainy  season,  are  very  powerful  both 
as  to  light  and  heat.  In  Oregon,  on  the  contrary, 
the  air,  to  use  a  nautical  term,  is  "  thick,"  and 
usually  pretty  full  of  moisture,  in  consequence  of 
which  the  sun's  rays  are,  so  to  spaak,  held  up  to  a 
great  extent  by  the  atmosphere,  so  that  it  is  quite 
possible,  indeed  probable,  that  while  the  rays  of 
the  California  sun  may  be  fatal,  the  Oregon  sun- 
light may  be  harmless.  However  that  may  be,  the 
writer  is  absolutely  sure  that  the  direct  rays  of  the 
sun  in  California  will  kill  salmon  eggs,  at  least 
in  certain  stages  of  development. — Salmo  in  the 
American  Fish  Culturisi. 


Owls  as  Poachehs  of  Fish. — The  Rev.  Mr. 
Brown,  of  AUesley,  related  that  the  common  brown 
owl  was  seen  to  feed  its  young  with  live  fish,  cliiefly 
loach  and  bull-heads,  taken  out  of  a  neighbouring 
brook,  and  another  correspondent  confirms  the  fact, 
which  is  corroborated  by  a  labourer  employed  by 
the  Duchess  of  Portland  to  watch  the  fish-pond  in 
the  flower-garden  at  Bullstrode.  The  duchess 
having  lost  many  gold  and  silver  fish,  suspected  the 
pond  had  been  poached,  and  the  watchman  detected 
the  robbers,  whom  he  saw  alight  on  the  side  of  the 
pond,  and  there  capture  and  devoiu:  the  fish.  The 
robbers  proved  to  be  the  common  brown  owls. — - 
"  Jesse's  Gleanings,"  Second  Series. 


THE  OAKENGLOUGH  FISHERY, 

Garstang:,  Lancashire. 

Px>ox>x>ietox?      -     HAROX^D  JACKSON. 

500   Acres  of  Water.  10   Miles  of  Streams. 

THE  PREMIER  FISHERY  OF  THE  CENTURY. 

Brown  Trout,  Rainbow  Trout,  Loch  Leven,  and  Fontlnalis.  Yearlings,  two-year-olds, 
and  three=year=olds,  for  stocking  water.  Season  ■904>05.    Bookings  now  being  made. 

Nattirally-fed  Fish.    No  horse-flesh,  making  bottom  feeders  and  cannibals,  and 
producing  disease  and  death.    Guaranteed  free  rising,  sporting  fish. 

Free  Advice  by  Post.  Correspondence  cordially  inrited. 


BOYLE'S  HOTEL 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Excellent  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing  in  Loch  Anure,  the  Crolly  River, 
and  the  Lakes  of  the  Rosses. 


The  Hotel,  which  has  been  greatly 
enlarged  during  recent  years  and  now 
provides  modern  and  most  comfortable 
accommodation,  is  situated  in  the  centre 
of  the  fishing  district,  about  two  miles 
from  the  railway,  and  commands  a  fine 
view  of  the  Sea  Bay.  Visitors  to  this 
Hotel  have  complete  access  to  all  the 
fishing  at  moderate  charges. — For  terms, 
&c.,  apply  to  Miss  Boyle,  Boyle's  Hotel, 
Dungloo,  CO.  Donegal. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,INN,OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishlnr  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ABVERTISB  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  HELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charge!  very  moderate. 
Address.:;  King  Street,  AHretoq. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY, 


SUMMER  HOLIDAYS 

ON  THE  BRACING 

NORFOLK,  SUFFOLK,  AND  ESSEX  COAST 


YARMOUTH. 
LOWESTOFT. 
GORLESTON. 
CROMER. 
MUNDESLEY. 
CLACTON. 
WALTON. 
HUNSTANTON. 
FELIXSTOWE. 
DOVERCOURT. 
ALDEBURGH. 
SOUTH  WOLB. 
SOirTHEND. 
BURNHAM-ON- 
CROUCH. 
HARWICH. 


TOURIST,  FORTNIGHTLY, 
and  FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY 
TICKETS. 

IMPROVED  EXPRESS 
SERVICE- 
YARMOUTH,  in  2  hrs. 

30  mins. 
LOWESTOFT  in   2  his. 
30  mins. 
'  CR0MERln2hrs.55niins. 

BREAKFAST  and  DINING 
CARS. 

SUPPER  TRAIN  to  CLAC- 
rON  on  Saturdays. 

YACHTING,  FISHING, 
GOLFING  ;  combined  RAIL 
AND  BOAT  TOURS  and  many 
other  attractions. 


DAILY  CHEAP  EXCURSIONS 

TO 

SOUTHEND,  CLACTON,  WALTON,  HARWICH 

All  particulars,  and  "  Farmhouse  and  Country 
Lodgings  List,"  free  by  post  on  application  to 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Line,  Liverpool  Street 
Station,  London,  E.C. 


THE  SIMPLEX  AQUATIC  WEED  GUTTER 

Can  be  fixed  and  ii'Orked  from  any  punt  or  bont.    Will  cut  all  species 
of  weed.    Suitable  for  Lake  or  Biver,    Takes  but  one  Man  to  work  it. 

Price  £5,  packed  on  rail, 
PERCY  WADHAM,  Plumassle:'  to  the  Royal  Family, 

Pisciculturist  to  The  Carlsbrooke  Fishing  Association,  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 

LONDON,  BRIGHTON,  &  SOUTH  COAST  RAILWAY. 

THE   FISHERMAN'S  "BULLDOG." 

AflGIilflG 

/"'MX  lI'iK  Itite  anything  from  a  Fly's 
1    '*  /    "''"9 "'^  Stoutest  Gimp. 

U/       1/6,  1/9. 

/*/     Will  Point  a  Hook,  Clean 
a  Pipe,  File  a  Rod  Splice. 
Can  be  carried  with  per- 
feet  safety  in  any  pocket. 
Made  of  Warranted 
/;?=;^^g^                Sheffield  Steel. 
(f                             POST  FREE. 
\J(     ))      J.  HOBSON, 
^^\^  LEAMINGTON. 

CHEAP 

TRIPS  ^ 

FISHING  EXTRAORDINARY. 

Magic  Chinese  Fish  Bait  (catch  pailful  fish), 
1/- ;  Secret  Fishing  Oils,  Worms,  Gentles, 
Trout  Bait,  1/-  each  box ;  Trout  Flies,  1/-, 
May  Flies,  2/6,  Salmon  Flies,  6/-  down  ; 
Trammel  Nets,  15/-.  Lists  free.  Carriage  paid. 

J.  EGGLESTON,  Naturalist,  Sunderland. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTELJNN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMMODATION, 

For  Fishlne  the  Cam,  Oaae.  Sco., 

BHOnLD  ADTIRTISa  IR 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Hilt,  Cambrldfe, 

On  Sundays, 
For  day  only, 
3/6 

Satiu-day  to  Sunday 

Tickets,  or 
Sunday  to  Monday 
Tickets, 
4/6 

For  full  particulars,  apply  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  line,  L.  B.  &  S.  C.  Railway, 
London  Bridge. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

Reports  {to  ensure  insertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames, — General  Remabks. — Coarse  Fishing 
Opened. — In  beautiful  weather  the  coarse  fishing 
season  opened  on  Thursday  (June  16).  The  river 
was  in  splendid  condition,  except  perhaps  the  lower 
reaches  which  were  well  coloured.  There  was  a 
good  stream  and  prospects  for  the  week  end  appeared 
excellent.  This  note  has  to  reach  the  printer  before 
I  can  get  information  of  the  sport  which  was  really 
had,  but  I  shall  next  week  be  able  to  give  some 
details.  I  should  be  glad  if  those  anglers  who  get 
good  sport  in  the  Thames  during  the  season 
would  kindly  let  me  know — at  47,  High-street, 
Kingston- on- ITiames  —  so  that  the  news  may 
appear  in  these  notes.  I  think  a  little  further 
puthcity  might  be  given  to  a  hint  of  Mr.  C.  H. 
VVheeley  in  the  Surrey  Advertiser.  He  says : — 
"  Why  do  boating  parties  come  into  the  weirs 
when  one  is  fishing  ?  I  have  seen  fishing  disgrace- 
fully spoilt  on  more  than  one  occasion  recently. 
The  whole  river  is  available  for  scullers,  and  really 
the  weira  might  and  should  be  left  undisturbed.  I 
saw  two  fifhers  busy  at  the  Shepperton  Tumbling 
Bay,  and  a  dinghy  was  sculled  into  the  weir  right  up 
to  the  white  water  and  close  to  the  tackle.  Not 
content  with  this,  one  occupant  of  the  dinghy 
deliberately  'prodded'  a  good  part  of  the  weir 
with  a  long  boathook,  although  asked  to  desist  by 
the  men  on  the  weir.  Now,  this  sort  of  interference 
with  fishing  is  abominably  caddish ;  there  is  no 
other  term  to  suit  the  situation,  though  it  deserves 
much  stronger  language.  During  the  barbel  season 
a  downright  pelting  with  clay  ground  bait  has  more 
than  once  proved  very  effective,  and  small  blame  to 
the  users  thereof."  Boating  people  certainly  have 
plenty  of  room  for  improvement  in  the  considera- 
tion they  show  for  anglers  on  the  river.  Still  many 
of  them  cannot  row  and  ought  not  to  be  trusted  on 
the  river  without  a  caretaker. — F.  H.  Amphlett. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire). — This  river 
seems  nuite  deserted  now  that  the  May  Fly  is  over, 
although  some  very  good  sport  can  be  had  with 
small  Duns,  Alders,  and  Sedges,  on  which  the  trout 
are  feeding  well.  At  Bibury  there  are  still  a  few 
May  Fly.  Rud  Adams  was  fortunate  in  getting 
three  brace,  81b.,  and  Mr.  T.  Powell,  three  brace, 
lO^lb.  (on  private  water),  and  on  another  day  he 
had  thre^  brace,  I'Ab.  ;  this  is  the  heaviest  three- 
biace  basket  of  this  season. — Chas.  Powell. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  heavy  rains  of  the  past 
week  have  brought  peal  in  good  numbers.  In  tho 
Camel  two  were  taken  on  June  13,  and  "schools" 
of  from  twenty  to  thirty  have  been  seen  in  this 
river.  The  net  fishers  of  the  Fowey  have  had  very 
substantial  hauls  of  salmon,  which  appear  to  be 
running  earlier  than  usual  this  year.  Trout  fishing 
has  not  been  good.  Fair  baskets  were  made  in  the 
'i  amar.  Camel,  and  Lynher  before  the  rain  came, 
but  the  freshet  stopped  sport. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Horton  Kirby,  etc.).— Sport  has  been 
poor  the  last  few  days  owing  to  north  east  winds; 
improvement  should  begin  after  this  rain.  The 
only  fifth  I  have  had  lately  t^ok  the  Palo  Olive. — 
J.  Pai  l  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water  is  low, 
but  about  its  normal  heiyht  for  the  tirne  of  the 
year,  and  fish  are  plentiful,  especially  salmon. 
La^t  week  Mr.  PJdbrooke  caught  three,  and  Mr. 
Rogers  two  in  the  upper  waters,  whilst  large  catches 
have  been  made  in  the  lower  reaches  at  Stoke 


Gabriel  and  Dittisham.  Mr.  W.  H.  Searle  this  week 
hooked  a  couple  of  salmon  but  lost  them  again. 
He  has  had  several  good  baskets  of  trout.  On 
Monday,  June  13,  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  had  seven  fish, 
and  twelve  on  Tuesday;  whilst  on  June  9,  Mr. 
Revell  had  a  basket  of  thirteen,  and  Mr.  E.  Distin 
a  dozen.  On  June  14,  Mr.  Revell  had  nine  fish, 
one  scaling  l.Ub. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Excellent  fish  have  been 
caught  in  the  Tamar  recently,  some  of  the  salmon 
being  fine  specimens  Mr.  Ley,  Petherbridge,  has 
had  some  good  dishes,  and  Mr.  Stainton  has  also 
had  fair  sport.  Thirty-seven  were  captured  by  one 
rod. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Several  anglers  have  plied  the 
rod,  but  only  meagre  results  have  accrued,  whilst 
some  have  fished  blank.  Heavy  spates  are  much 
needed  to  improve  matters.  More  favourable 
weather  is  responsible  for  the  improved  sport  which 
sea  anglers  have  secured  during  the  past  week ;  a 
few  nice  fish  have  been  captured  in  the  offing, 
whilst  from  the  piers  and  quays  numerous  votaries 
have  almost  daily  had  nice  catches. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Salmon  and  trout 
fishing,  both  in  the  Exe  and  its  tributaries,  have 
been  exceptionally  good,  the  netsmen  and  anglers 
each  having  a  good  time.  Trout  have  sported  well 
to  the  Alders,  Fern  Web,  and  Blue  Upright.  The 
prospects  for  the  coarse  fishermen  are  very  encou- 
raging. Heavy  catches  of  mackerel  have  been 
made  at  Salterton,  8000,  10,000,  and  12,000  being  a 
sample,  and  it  is  many  years  since  the  fish  were  so 
numerous.  Mr.  E.  Tolman  and  Mr.  T.  Hooper, 
whUe  at  sea  with  a  gentleman,  caught  among  other 
fish  a  conger  241b.  with  rod  and  line.  At  Sidmouth, 
an  angler  also  had  a  conger  261b.,  and  another  a 
bass  over  101b.  At  Exmouth,  Messrs.  R.  Mostyn, 
White,  Beck,  and  others  have  had  a  few  bass, 
smelt,  and  one  or  two  pollack.  The  first  catch  of 
the  noted  whitebait  at  Turf  was  made  on  Tuesday 
by  Mr.  Dixon,  and  according  to  old  custom  was 
specially  forwarded  to  the  Mayor  of  Exeter.  White- 
bait are  now  plentiful  both  at  Topsham  Locks  and 
Turf  Hotel,  I  hear. — Red  Palmer. 

Lea  and  Tributaries. — Thursday,  June  16,  was 
the  opening  day  for  dace  fishing  in  the  Lea,  and 
coarse  fishing  generally  began  on  that  date  in  the 
Stort.  Dace  can  now  also  be  taken  in  the  Rib  and 
Beane.  Rivers  are  fresh,  and  should  yield  sport. 
No  satisfactory  trouting  news  is  to  hand.  It  seems 
to  have  been  a  poor  May  Fly  season. — Izaak 
Walton. 

Lng^  and  Arrow  (Leominster)- — Both  these 
streams  are  in  good  order.  Angling  has  been  fairly 
brisk  of  late,  and  owing  to  May  Fly  being  up,  some 
nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  caught.  On  Jvme  11 
a  nice  lot  of  trout  were  taken  with  May  Fly  in  the 
Lugg.  On  June  13  in  the  Arrow  sport  was  good. 
On  June  14  rain  fell.  The  prospects  for  sport  are 
good. — Gwynne. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — A  good  deal  of 
rain  has  fallen  lately,  and  at  the  present  time  of 
reporting,  Wednesday  (June  1.5),  there  is  abundant 
water  in  the  river,  although  it  is  not  dirty.  Day 
fishing  has  certainly  been  very  slack  during  the  past 
week,  probably  owing  to  the  close,  lowering  weather, 
which  always  makes  fish  disinclined  to  look  at 
surface  food.  The  late  evening,  or,  rather,  night, 
fishing  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  fairly  begun  yet, 
but  with  the  arrival  of  hot,  bright  days  and  warm 
nights  it  may  be  expected  immediately,  and  with  a 
good  head  of  water  in  the  river  it  should  be  good. 
No  peal  up  as  yet. — Heron. 

Oxise  (Holywell  Terry).  — The  river  here  is  in 
splendid  condition  for  general  angling,  and  not  the 
dense  masses  of  weeds  we  generally  get.  The  floods 
have  evidently  done  some  good  in  sweeping  a  lot  of 
them  away ;  some  fine  perch  have  been  show- 
ing themselves  already,  and  no  doubt  by  the  time 
this  report  appears  porae  will  have  been  taken. 
Roach  are  nice  and  clean  and  in  great  shoals  hero 
now. — A.  Sr^ARD. 

Flymonth. — Thislastweekhas  not  produced  many 
good  baskets  of  trout,  except  on  the  higher  waters, 
where  they  have  bean  taken  with  the  uoriu.  The 
water  has  been  very  clear,  and  the  weather  inclined 
to  be  thundery.  The  peal  are  running  up  the  Tavy, 
and  several  have  been  seen  in  the  various  pools. 
— William  Hearder. 

Severn  Vyrnwy.  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— There  has  been  but  slight  improvement  as 
far  as  angling  is  concerned  as  the  weather  has  been 
dull  and  cheerless.    On  June  16  the  coarse  fishing 


Tkout,  Ska-Tkout,  and  Salmon  Fliks.— One  of  the  largest 
Btucks  iu  tho  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
.Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  tine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut,  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  751b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  oue 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  la.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  (>d.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  (piality, 
9d.  each.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  Dep6t,  19,  New 
Station -street,  Leeds.   Telegrams  :  "  Piscator,  Leeds." 


season  coynmenced,  and  prospects  are  encouraging. 
— Vyrnwy. 

Stonr  (Bnres,  Sufifolk).^The  water  is  in  very 
good  condition  for  the  opening  of  tho  season,  if  any- 
thing on  the  clear  side.  Large  quantities  of  good 
roach  and  bream  have  been  seen  during  the  spawn- 
ing season,  but  I  am  afraid  that  most  of  the  fish 
caught  will  be  in  poor  condition  as  this  is  a  late 
spawning  river.  Caddis  or  white  paate  are  the  best 
lures. — W.  T.  Bainbiuooe. 

Snssez  Kivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— There 
is  but  little  to  record  from  streams  and  rivers.  The 
water  is  in  fair  condition,  and  all  classes  of  fish 
plentiful,  auguring  well  for  sport  on  June  16,  in  fact, 
.some  few  are  abroad  with  rods  and  tackle  to  day 
(Wednesday),  Chichester  Canal  is  in  good  order  as 
regards  colour,  but  overrun  with  weeds.  As  this  is 
a  favourite  walk  for  the  citizens  surely  the  powers 
that  be  should  keep  it  present  ible,  and  clear  of  the 
dead  dogs  and  cats  that  are  anything  but  pleasant 
to  sight  or  smell.  The  prospects  of  sport  here  are 
above  the  average.  From  the  basin  to  Birdham 
lock  the  water  is  teeming  with  fish.  The  best  por- 
tion is  from  Donnington  to  Birdham  first  lock. 
Many  anglers  have  cleared  and  ground  baited 
swims  and  intend  taking  possession  at  daybreak. 
Harbour  fishermen  have  taken  bass  up  to  2lb.  and 
a  few  flatfish,  with  ragworm  as  bait. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (N.  Devon). — Waters  have  run  down,  but 
the  few  showers  we  are  getting  will  make  them 
freshen  up.  Good  sport  has  been  had.  Some 
salmon  have  been  killed  with  rod  and  line  when  the 
waters  were  up,  but  the  netsmen  complain  of  their 
scarcity. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter.  Cardiganshire).  — At  time  of 
writing  (June  13)  the  river  is  rather  low,  but  rain  is 
falling,  which  will  doubtless  improve  sport.  Trout 
fishing  fairly  good,  and  a  number  of  salmon  have 
been  taken  in  the  upper  waters  above  Lampeter 
during  the  past  fortnight. — ^H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  in 
capital  order  for  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  Anglers 
have  been  out  in  good  numbers  this  week.  The 
May  Fly  has  been  on,  and  the  large  trout  have  been 
more  on  the  feed,  and  sport  has  been  better  all 
round.  Dibbing  with  May  Fly,  on  Saturday  last, 
an  angler  landed  seven  trout,  ^Ib.  to  lib.  each.  On 
June  12  several  very  nice  trout  were  landed  below 
the  town  with  May  Fly.  Fishing  in  the  Ashford 
district  an  angler  took  four  brace  of  trout  with  May 
Fly  and  Orl  on  Monday,  On  Tuesday  it  was  a  dull 
day,  and  with  worm  three  trout,  ilb.  each,  were 
caught  above  the  Castle.  With  minnow,  on  Monday, 
a  trout  of  \\h.  was  landed. — S.  Ludlow. 

  (Tentanry). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 

in  good  order.  The  May  Fly  has  been  up,  and  the 
large  fish  have  been  rising  at  them.  Some  very^nice 
lots  of  trout  have  been  landed  of  late  with  May  Fly. 
On  June  12  an  angler  in  one  of  the  small  streams 
with  worm  landed  91b.  of  nice  trout.  Sport  with 
fly  on  the  streams  has  been  good. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  Sonth,  and  Nei?hboarin«r 
Rivers. — The  Tyne  and  Coquet  are  both  in  splen- 
did condition  for  anglers,  having  just  the  necessary 
tinge  of  colour,  thanks  to  the  light  rains  of  the  past 
few  days.  The  sport  has  been  exceptionally  good 
on  both  these  rivers.  During  the  past  week  several 
large  baskets  have  been  secured,  and  the  large  fi.=h 
are  evidently  on  the  move  as  one  angler  got  three 
of  over  U-lb.  each.  Very  good  sport  has  been  had 
with  the  natural  Stone  Fly.  On  the  AInon  June  lo 
Mr.  Matta  got  sixty-three  fish  weighing  1341b.  in  a 
little  over  three  and  a  half  hours.  Some  good 
baskets  are  being  taken  from  the  reservoirs  at 
Whittledene  with  natural  minnow  and  small  Devon 
bait.  Killina:  flies  are  Black  Gnat,  Yellow  Sally. 
Stone  Fly,  Red  Quill,  Red  Spinner.  Gieenwell'.-* 
Glory,  Yellow  Partridge,  and  Stone  Midge. — Henry 
A.  MuRTON,  Northern  Anglers'  Resort,  8  and  l<t, 
Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  is  still  low,  although  there 
was  a  slight  fresh  on  June  15.  It  is  stated  there  is 
a  large  number  of  salmon  below  Newbridge,  and  a 
good  rise  on'y  is  wanted  to  bring  them  up  the 
river  to  ensure  further  good  sport.  Tiie  following 
successes  are  reported  :  June  vl,  Mr.  R.  Rickards, 
two,  lOJlb.  ard  12lb.,  in  Parker's  Hole  and  Pen- 
carreg;  "Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  five,  9.Uh.,  lOilb.. 
Uilb..  131b.,  and  141b..  all  below 'Newbridge. 
June  10,  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  two,  12ib.  and  loib., 
in  the  Signs  and  Po' 1  Gardner;  Mr.  Sword,  two, 
9.Ub.  and  111b.,  ia  Parkei's  Hole  and  Pencarret;, 
Saturday  (June  11),  ^Ir.  G.  Edmunds,  jun.,  one, 
9^lb.,  in  the  Garcoed;  Mr.  Sword,  one,  9ilb.,  in  the 
Road  Pool ;  Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  one,  8lb.,  in  Lady 
Pool.  Monday  (June  13),  Mr.  R.  Rickards,  one, 
lUlb.,  in  Parker's  Hole;  Mr.  Sword,  two,  131b. 
and  13Alb.,  in  the  Bridge  stream  and  Stour  Pot; 
Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  one,  141b.,  in  the  Signs. — T.  R. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nidd,  Derwent,  Or^e, 
Bto.  (YorksV — All  our  rivers  have  got  very  low 
and  clear.  In  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Y'orkshire 
rivers  sport  has  varied.    In  some  instances  some 
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very  good  dishes  of  trout  have  been  got  by 
•'stalking"  the  fish.  The  Green  Drake  is  well  on 
all  our  streams.  Sport  on  the  Bedale  Beck  has 
been  fair.  On  June  13  Mr.  Hugh  Maughan  had 
splendid  sport  with  the  Green  Drake,  creeling  twenty- 
two  trout,  weighing  101b.  On  the  same  day,  at  Kil- 
gram,  on  the  Yore,  I  killed  eight  fish,  weighing  51b., 
largest  trout  lib.  2oz.  Sport  on  the  Yore 
has  been  fair  at  Marsham,  Tanfield,  and  Ripon. 
The  Nidd  has  been  low  and  clear,  and  in  the  upper 
reaches  fair  sport  has  been  met  with.  Several 
members  of  the  Robin  Hood  Angling  Club  have 
met  with  nice  sport.  Mr.  J.  Hepinstall,  for  the  first 
time  angling,  caught  four  very  nice  trout,  weighing 
nearly  31b.,  with  maggot.  In  the  district  of  Knares- 
borough  very  nice  sport  has  been  met  with  the  fly. 
Messrs.  Sellars  and  Smith  have  had  nice  baskets. 
Good  sport  has  been  met  with  the  Green  Drake  on 
the  Rye,  Pickering,  and  Driffield  Becks,  the  best 
basket  being  one  of  fifteen  brace.  Grayling  are 
very  forward. — John  E.  Millek,  Northern  Anglers' 
Depot,  19,  New  Station-street,  Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— The  following  condensed  particulars  will  give  a 
good  idea  of  the  splendid  baskets  made  during  the 
past  week  on  Lochs  Urigill,  Boarlan,  Cama,  Veyatie, 
and  other  waters: — On  Monday  last  week  the 
heaviest  basket  was  made  by  Mr.  Stan  field  with  fifty- 
eight  trout,  151b.,  and  the  next  by  Messrs.  Tucker 
with  forty-two  trout,  I2^\h.  The  total  basket  for 
the  day  by  all  rods  was  186  trout  weighing  56Jlb., 
or  over  ^cwt.  On  Tuesday,  Messrs.  Ronalds  and 
Kennard  landed  121b.  of  trout  on  Loch  Urigill.  On 
Wednesday.  Mr.  Brookbank  had  three  dozen  trout, 
111b.;  Mr.  Stanfield,  two  dozen,  111b.,  heaviest,  21b., 
taken  with  fly ;  Messrs.  Tucker,  forty-one  trout, 
101b. ;  Messrs.  Ronalds  and  Kennard,  twenty-one, 
7  Jib. ;  Messrs.  Hodgson  and  Heasman,  forty,  lO  Ub. ; 
and  Messrs.  Stewart  and  Allen,  forty,  11  Jib.  Total 
for  the  day,  201  trout,  60Jlb.  On  Thursday,  Rev. 
Mr.  Millar  had  12Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Tucker,  fifty-six, 
15Jlb. ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  seventy,  211b.  ;  Mr.  Brook- 
bank,  seventy,  201b. ;  Messrs.  Hodgson  and  Heasman, 
thirty-nine,  12pb. ;  and  Messrs.  Stewart  and  Allen, 
thirty,  9Jlb.  Total  for  the  day,  twenty-five  dozen, 
911b.  Since  then  sport  has  been  equally  prolific. 
On  Friday,  besides  a  good  trout  basket,  Mr.  Brook- 
bank  had  a  ferox  of  61b.  Total  basket,  144  fish, 
63ilb.  On  Saturday  the  total  was  153  fish,  53Jlb. 
Grand  total  for  the  week  1006  fish,  3431b. — B. 

Beauly. — Excellent  sport  still  continues  to  be 
had  on  the  home  reaches  of  the  Beauly,  although 
the  dry,  hot  weather  and  east  winds  have  made  the 
river  very  low.  Colonel  Demolynx  and  Colonel 
Kincaid  Smith,  who  are  the  lessees  for  June,  and 
who  have  their  headquarters  in  the  Lovat  Arms 
Hotel,  had  the  following  sport  during  the  week  : — - 
On  June  6,  two  salmon,  91b.  each;  7th,  one 
salmon,  111b.,  and  two  grilse  of  41b.  and  31b. 
respectively;  8th,  one  salmon,  91b.,  and  three 
grilse,  3Jlb.,  31b.,  and  31b. ;  9th,  four  salmon,  11  Jib., 
111b.,  101b.,  and  91b.;  10th,  four  salmon,  111b., 
101b.,  and  two  of  91b.  ;  11th,  one  salmon,  81b., 
making  a  total  of  eighteen  fish  for  the  week,  and  a 
total  of  twenty-three  for  the  ten  days  they  have 
fished.  The  eighteen  salmon  aggregated  17851b., 
or  an  average  of  within  2oz  of  101b.  each,  while  the 
five  grilse  totalled  16ilb.,  or  an  average  of  3Hb. 
each.  Captain  the  Hon.  Hugh  Eraser,  of  Lovat, 
and  the  Hon.  Bernard  C.  Maxwell,  Phoineas  House, 
have  also  been  successful  on  the  Beaufort  Castle 
waters  during  the  week. — A.  R. 

Border  £sk  and  Liddle. — Mr.  McLellan  had  a 
sea-trout,  1  Jib  ,  in  the  Netherby  ;  Mr.  Johnson  had 
one  of  Iflb.,  also  several  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  the  lower  waters  of  the  Liddle.  Mr.  A. 
Porteous  caught  three  sea-trout,  2Jlb.,  IJlb.,  and 
lib. ;  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  a  good  basket  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle ;  Mr.  Adam 
Keen,  Mr.  J.  Graham,  and  others  have  had  good 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  below  Penton  Bridge  and 
between  the  Inch  and  Liddlefoot.  Several  anglers 
have  done  well  with  yellow  trout,  good  baskets 
of  which  are  being  got  in  the  Gullet  Pool  and 
Hermitage  water.  Several  sea-trout  have  been 
got  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  reserved  water, 
and  fair  takes  have  been  made  in  Broomholm  re- 
served water.  Mr.  C.  Barlow  had  twenty  yellow 
trout  in  Langholm  water.  Mr.  Cameron  landed  a 
sea-trout  weighing  close  on  51b. ;  Mr.  J.  Scott  had 
a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  tributaries  ; 
Messrs.  J.  D.  Anderson,  J.  Beattie,  and  J.  .Johnstone 
had  a  sea-trout  each  about  IJlb. ;  Mr.  Ogilvie  h»d 
a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  Tarras  ;  Mr.  C. 
Byers  had  also  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout. 
In  the  Upper  Eak  Mr.  J.  Wallace  had  a  basket 
of  yellow  trout,  and  at  Glenfina  a  visitor  landed 
two  sea-trout  of  I  Jlb.  each.  There  is  a  run  of  sea- 
trout  in  all  the  Solway  rivers  just  now.  Fishing  in 
the  Double  water.  Dr.  Anderson  had  a  sea-trout 
and  some  yellow  trout  on  the  Scottish  side  of  the 


Willow  Pool.  Mr.  A.  Keen  had  a  sea-trout,  1  Jib. ; 
Mr.  D.  Little,  one  sea-trout,  IJlb.,  in  the 
mid  reaches  of  the  Eak.  Mr.  Bagshaw  had  a 
sea-trout  Iflb.,  and  81b.  yellow  trout  in  Canonbie 
water,  also  a  sea-trout  of  21b. ;  Mr.  T.  Steel,  a  sea- 
trout  of  lib.  ;  Mr.  W.  Murray,  two  sea-trout,  1  Jib. 
each  ;  Dr.  Anderson  a  good  basket  of  yellow  trout ; 
Mr.  James  Scott  two  sea-trout  and  some  yellow 
trout ;  Mr.  John  McGlasson,  a  basket  of  nice  yellow 
trout  above  Canonbie  Bridge ;  Mr.  R.  Nelson,  one 
sea-trout  and  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  the  same 
water;  Mr.  R.  Little,  two  sea-trout,  IJlb.  each; 
Mr.  J.  Jardine  a  basket  of  yellow  trout  in  the  lower 
Liddle ;  Mr.  T.  Brown  a  basket  of  yellow  trout 
below  Canonbie  Bridge. — Gilnockie. 

Carron  (Easter  Ross,  Ardgay,  N.B.).  — 
Weather  bright  and  water  very  low.  Salmon  angling 
at  a  standstill,  only  two  caught,  and  these  by 
keepers,  since  last  report.  Trout  angling  was  tried 
last  week  with  success  by  Messrs.  J.  and  J.  MacLeod, 
Manchester,  and  of  the  Pendleton  Royal  Anglers. 
They  were  out  from  Balnagown  Arms  on  June  8, 
and  landed  thirteen  trout,  three  heaviest,  over  31b., 
21b.,  and  lib.  respectively.  On  June  9  they  got 
eight  trout,  heaviest  21b.,  next,  IJlb.,  and  the  rest 
under  lib.  On  June  10,  on  Loch  Miall-Deargaidh, 
they  had  seven  trout,  3Jlb. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  —  Until  a  spate  occurs 
sport  will  be  poor.  A  party  of  gentlemen  fishing  on 
the  Duff  House  portion  last  week  had  a  catch  of 
261b.  of  trout,  all  of  which  were  in  excellent  condi- 
tion. On  the  river  the  net  fishermen  are  getting 
very  few  salmon,  grilse,  or  trout.  Along  the  coast 
the  fishing  slightly  improved  of  late,  and  at  the  end 
of  leist  week  the  yield  of  salmon  from  the  different 
stations  was  the  best  for  some  time. — H.  W. 

 (Hnntly). — Our  streams  are  all  very  low, 

and  the  complaint  is  light  baskets.  Mr.  Jas.  Wil- 
liamson has  just  finished  a  few  days'  angling,  and 
had  baskets  from  4 Jib.  to  11  Jib.  On  June  15  Shaw 
Grant  and  Adam  Gatherer  were  caught  in  the  act 
of  netting  for  trout  in  the  Huntly  Lodge  water,  and 
were  taken  to  Aberdeen  in  charge  of  the  police  to 
be  tried.— D.  W. 

Inchuadampli  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  June  7, 
Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Mid-Assynt.  eighteen  trout,  61b.  ; 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Letteressa,  fifteen,  5  Jib. ;  Messrs. 
Rowntree,  on  Awe,  twenty-seven,  101b.  On  June  8, 
Mr.  ThoAson,  on  Awe,  twenty-four,  121b.;  Mr. 
Hawkins,  on  Mid-Assynt,  twenty-seven,  101b.; 
Messrs.  Rowntree,  on  Skiag,  twelve,  41b.  On 
June  9,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Skiag,  tw,enty-four,  91b. ; 
Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Awe,  eighteen,  81b.  On  June  10, 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Awe,  twenty-four,  101b.  ;  Mr. 
Hawkins,  on  Mid-Assynt,  twelve,  5lb.  On  June  11, 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Awe,  twenty-seven,  121b. ;  Mr. 
Hawkins,  on  River  Inver,  sixteen,  91b. ;  Mr. 
Hutchinson,  on  Hill  Lochs,  twenty- four,  101b.  Rain 
has  set  in,  and  good  fishing  may  now  be  expected. 
— W.  Wallace. 

Invercauld  Arms  Hotel  (Spittal  of  Glenshee). 
— On  June  7,  Major  Buttar  and  Mr.  Lythall, 
Taunton,  after  7  p.m.,  on  the  Shee,  twenty-eight 
trout ;  on  8th,  on  Loch  Shicensinesh,  ninety-seven, 
351b.  ;  on  9th,  on  Loch  Vrotachan,  thirty -four,  251b. ; 
on  10th,  on  Loch  Bainie,  fifty-seven,  201b.,  and  Mr. 
Wordsworth,  twelve.  51b.  On  11th,  Major  Buttar 
and  Mr.  Wordsworth,  on  Loch  Vrotachan,  twenty- 
six,  181b.  ;  Mr.  Lythall,  on  the  river,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine,  331b.  ;  Messrs.  Stewart  and  Hardy, 
on  Lochsie  Stream,  forty  trout.  Loch  Na  Naia,  also 
attached  to  the  hotel,  has  not  been  fished  this  sesison. 
This  is  an  ideal  spot  for  a  fishing  holiday. 

Loch  Awe. — For  the  last  three  weeks  the  weather 
has  been  very  hot.  The  loch  is  very  low  and  clear, 
and  the  absence  of  wind  has  made  fly-fishing  practi- 
cally useless.  The  few  anglers  staying  at  Port- 
sonachan  Hotel  have  been  compelled  to  take  to 
trolling,  and  since  the  beginning  of  last  week  have 
accounted  for  the  following  fish  :  Two  Salnio  ferox, 
6Jlb.  and  4Jlb.,  and  seven  trout,  lOJlb.,  8  Jib.,  4Jlb., 
4|lb.,  3Jlb.,'2pb.,  and  21b.,  besides  several  smaller. 
The  grilse  have  commenced  running  into  the  loch. 
Given  favourable  conditions,  there  is  good  prospect 
of  sport  for  the  next  two  months. — H. 

Loch  Leven  (Kinross).  —  Rain  has  at  last 
fallen,  but  more  is  required  to  put  the  loch  in  form. 
The  competing  clubs  out  were :  Clackmannan,  first, 
Mr.  R.  Carmichael,  two  trout,  31b.  8oz.  Kelty  and 
Blairadam.  first,  Mr.  A.  Smith,  two,  31b.  Fifeshire, 
first,  Mr.  R.  P.  Wilson,  five,  41b.  15oz. ;  second, 
Mr.  J.  Dick,  three,  41b.  13oz. ;  third,  Mr.  W. 
Watson,  five,  31b.,  6oz.  Waverley,  first,  Mr.  J. 
Dick,  two,  41b.  loz.  The  heaviest  secured  during 
the  past  week  weighed  21b.  12oz,  Few  private 
parties  were  out.  The  most  successful  were : — 
Mr.  Scott,  Alloa,  seven  trout,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Gavin, 
Trinity,  five  trout,  41b.  4oz.;  Sir  Berkeley  Milne  and 
Captain  Barry,  four  trout,  61b.  8oz.;  Mr.  Wilkie  and 
Mr.  Stevenson,  Townhill,  three  trout,  61b.  12oz. 
Several  boats  have  been  out  with  anglers  for  perch, 
the  season  for  which  promises  well.  The  most 
successful  had  about  five  dozen. — Robt.  B.  Laino. 


Loch  Ness  (Foyers  Hotel,  N.B.).— Fishing  Loch 
Ness  from  Foyers  Hotel,  on  June  6,  Mr.  W.  H.  Cox, 
Murthly,  killed  one  salmon,  weighing  91b.  On  the 
7th,  fishing  Loch  Mhor,  Mr.  Cox  had  seventeen 
trout,  8  Jib.  On  the  8th,  on  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  Tilston 
landed  four  salmon,  12Jlb..  101b.,  91b.,  and  7Jlb., 
and  Mr.  Cox,  fishing  Loch  Mhor,  thirty  trout,  11  Jib. 
On  the  9th,  on  Loch  Ness,  Mr.  Cox  killed  two  salmon, 
121b.  and  lOlb.,  andMrs.  Cox,  one  salmon,  141b.  On 
the  10th,  Mr.  D.  Grant  had  one  salmon,  121b.,  and 
on  the  11th,  one  salmon,  131b.,  and  one  grilse,  41b, 
— S.  Tilston. 

North  of  Scotland.— Dee.— -The  weather  has 
now  changed,  and  the  long  spell  of  drought  at 
length  broken.  However,  there  are  plenty  of  fish 
in  the  pools,  and  a  slight  fill  will  set  the  summer 
angling  season  agoing  with  zest.  Trout  fishers 
have  been  making  good  creels.  One  or  two  fish"have 
been  got  of  an  evening  on  the  Ballater,  Aboyne. 
Kincardine,  and  Banchory  reaches,  but  few  grilse. 
With  the  expected  rise  in  the  river,  however,  all 
this  will  be  changed  by  the  end  of  the  week,  and 
for  the  rest  of  the  month  sport  will  undoubtedly  be 
good.  On  the  Don  clear-water  wormers  are  having 
good  sport,  but  all  others  are  fairly  out  of  it.  On  the 
Ythan,  Ugie,  and  Deveron  a  similar  state  of  matters 
prevails. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  N.B.).— On 
June  6,  Messrs.  MacLachlan  and  Klosz  had  twenty 
trout,  51b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith,  on  Loch  Griam, 
thirty-three,  111b.;  Mr.  Shaw,  sixteen,  5lb. ;  Mr. 
Leake,  twenty-seven,  9Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Beard  and 
Hughes,  twenty-four,  lOJlb.  (Where  a  loch  is  not 
named  Loch  Shin  is  meant.)  On  7th,  the  heaviest 
basket  was  by  Dr.  and  Miss  Wright,  thirty- four  trout, 
131b. ;  all  the  baskets  of  the  day  averaged  twenty- 
nine  trout,  81b.  each.  On  8th,  Messrs.  Beard  and 
Hughes,  on  Loch  Griam,  fifty,  IS^b.  ;  Messrs.  Shaw 
and  Leake,  on  Loch  Merkland,  thirty,  9Jlb. ;  Drs. 
Taylor  and  Izod,  eighteen,  81b.  ;  Dr.  and  Miss 
Wright,  twenty-four,  CJlb.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen- 
son, five,  2:J^lb. ;  Col.  and  Miss  Dixon,  thirteen,  5Jlb. 
On  9th,  the  same  anglers  were  out,  and  the  heaviest 
basket  was  by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Beard,  on  Loch 
Merkland,  thirty-five  trout,  13Jlb.,  heaviest  2Jlb. ; 
all  the  bMkets  were  good,  the  average  being  close 
on  twenty-four  trout,  91b.  On  10th,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stephenson,  twelve,  51b. ;  Messrs.  Beard  and  Hughes, 
seventeen,  5Jlb. ;  Drs.  Izod  and  Taylor,  on  Loch 
Griam,  thirty-four,  101b. ;  Col.  and  Miss  Dixon,  on 
Loch  Merkland,  twenty-one,  7 Jib. ;  Mr.  Leake,  nine, 
41b. ;  Dr.  and  Mis5  Wright,  sixteen,  51b. ;  Messrs. 
Ivlosz  and  MacLachlan,  twelve,  4Jlb.  Sport  still 
continues  good. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Summer  salmon  ara  making 
a  fair  show  in  the  nets,  but  grilse  are  exceedingly 
scarce.  The  Annan. — There  wUl  not  be  much  sport 
in  this  river  until  the  herling  make  their  appearance. 
A  heavy  rain  on  Tuesday  brought  the  waters  into 
flood,  but  there  is  little  chance  of  any  angling  before 
the  end  of  the  week.  In  the  Northfield  stream  on 
June  10  Mr.  W.  Thomson  killed  a  sea-trout  of  2J11). 
with  fly.  In  Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  McGiverin  had 
one  sea-trout  and  over  a  dozen  yellow  trout  with  fly. 
One  angler  took  a  couple  of  sea-trout  in  Hoddam 
Castle  water,  and  an  odd  one  or  two  have  been 
taken  in  the  Castle  mills  portion.  The  Dcjmkries 
NiTH. — Sport  has  been  far  from  good  since  last 
notes,  and  sea-trout  are  very  shy.  An  odd  one  has 
been  landed  in  the  Auldgirth  and  Closeburn  reaches. 
Nothing  doing  in  the  lower  waters  near  Dumfiies. 
The  Galloway  Rivers  and  Lochs. — On  the  lochs 
some  fair  yellow  trout  have  been  caught  with  fly, 
but  the  sport  on  the  rivers  ij  disappointing.  The 
rivers  have  been  slightly  disturbed  with  ttie  rain 
which  fell  on  June  14.  Prospects  for  the  remainder 
of  the  week  unpromising.  Aykshire  Lochs  and 
Rivers. — On  Thursday.  June  9,  Messrs.  Cox  and 
Johnstone,  out  in  the  EgUnton  Hotel  boat  on  Loch 
Doon,  caught  forty-two  yellow  trout ;  Dr.  Rennie 
had  twenty-seven  on  the  same  day,  and  Mr.  Eadie 
about  a  dozen.  Angling  is  very  poor  on  the  rivers, 
but  a  fine  yellow  trout  of  61b.  was  caught  in  the 
Devon  of  Alloa  by  Mr.  J.  W  Dover.  Mr.  McCulloch 
had  four  trout  weighing  31b.  on  Loch  Winnoch,  and 
Mr.  Bryce  one  of  IJlb.  with  fly. — Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — The  river  is  at  pre jent  very 
low  and  fish  shy  to  take.  There  are,  however,  a 
good  many  on  the  run,  and  with  rain  and  a  rise  of 
the  water,  good  sport  should  be  got.  On  the 
Pitcroy  Lodge  water  Mr.  C.  M.  P.  Burn  killed  two 
salmon  weighing  111b.  and  191b.  respectively,  the 
latter  being  a  very  fine  fish.  Fishing  at  Kingussie 
on  June  1 1  on  the  Spey,  Mr.  Wighton,  Dundee,  in 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  had  121b.  of  trout  to  his 
rod,  including  two  nice  fish  of  about  21b.  each. — 
J.  M. 

Tongue  Hotel.  — On  June  3,  Messrs.  Alder  and 
Espent,  on  the  Kyle,  five  trout,  31b.  On  the  4th, 
Messrs.  Alder  and  Espent,  on  the  Kyle,  seven  trout, 
61b.  ;  Mr.  Caimes,  on  the  Kyle,  three  trout,  31b. 
On  the  6th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J ameson,  on  Loch  Craggie, 
seven  trout,  31b.,  one  ferox,  31  b. ;  Mr.  Caimes,  on 
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Entries  must  be  sent  in  by  June  30  for  tire 

Grar|d  Kodak  i^mateur  Gon^petition 


IN  WHICH 


£1,000  WILL  BE  GIVEN  IN  CASH  PRIZES. 

There  are  awards  for  all  classes  of  workers,  the  expert  and  the  beginner,  and  all  have  chances  of  winning 

some  portion  of  this  big  amount. 

£500  is  to  be  distributed  amongst  users  of  the  Kodak  N.-C.  (Non-Curling)  Film. 

£300  for  users  of  Kodoid  PlateS,  and 

£200  for  Films  Developed  in  the  Kodak  Daylight  Developing^  Machine. 


Judgei,   Sir  WM.  ABNEY,  K.C.B.  ;  J.  CRAIG  ANNAN,  Esq.  ;  FRANK  M.  SUTCLIFFE,  Esq. 


Ask  your  dealer  for  particulars  of  these  Competitions,  or  write  direct  to 

KODAK,  Ltd.,  41-43,  Clerkenwell  Road,  London,  E.C. 

The  name  Kodak  on  a  Camera,  or  other  photographic  goods,  is  as  the  hall-mark  on  silver. 


FISHING  SEASON  MAS  COMMENCED. 

LOGHENBREGK  HOTEL  &  SPA 

CASTLE  DOUGLAS. 

The  Finest  Health  Mesort  in  the  South  of  Scotland. 

The  Hotel  is  situated  witliin 
five  minutes  of  the  Loch, 
■where  there  is  excellent 
Trout  Fishing,  free  to  visitors 
staying  at  the  Hotel. 

Home  Comforts.  Golf  Course. 
Bowling  Green  &  Tennis  Lawn. 


1 


For  terms,  which  are  very 
moderate,  apply  Pbopeietoe. 


THE  HEBRIDEAN  SPORTfNG  ASSOCIATION,  LIMITED. 
SOUTH  HARRIS  FISHINGS. 

SPRING  FISHING— Sea  Trout  and  Finnock. 
BROWN  TROUT  FISHING ;  Safe  Boating,  Sea  Fishing,  &  Golfing. 
SALMON  &  SEA  TROUT  FISHING -1st  July  to  31st  October. 
First-class  Hotel  Accommodation, 
For  particulars,  apply  to  Geo.  D.  Stibling,  C.  A.,  154,  St.  Vincent  St.,  Glasgow. 
SECOND  EDITION.    Paper,  is. ;  Cloth,  2s.  net. 

ANGLING  ANECDOTES, 

By  ROBERT  STANLEY. 


London:   SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED, 


SALMON 
FLIES 


Dressed  on  Tested  Hooks 
with  a  stated  lifting 
|)owep  of  7  lbs,  upwards. 

Each  Hook  Tested  and 
guaranteed  individually. 
On  eyed  hooks  or  gut 
loops. 

FINS  IVIIDGEIS,  dressed  on  0000,  000,  00  eyed  hooks.    For  fishing  at 
sundown,  when  the  "  Gnat  is  on."    Will  kill  when  all  else  fails. 

For  TROUT  FLIES  (river  and  lake),  GRILSE  FLIES,  &c.,  and  all 
best  patterns  of  RODS,  see  List  supplied  post  free  by 

C.  HUTCHINSON,  43,  Finkle  St,,  Kendal. 


MALCOM  &  GO. 

(The  Sportsman's  Waterproofers). 

SU  mIvIER^WAD  I N  G. 

The  " Featherweight"  Fishing  Stockings, 

18/6  ;  over  .32  in.,  21/-. 

The  "FIELD,"  June  30,  1900,  says: 

"  This  pattern  marks  a  desirable  reform,  not  only  in  the  liffhtness  of  the  material,  but  in  th« 
sensible  roominess  of  the  stocking  itself." 


The  "Gossamer"  Fishing  Jacket,  25/-. 

The  "FIELD,"  April  25,  1903,  says: 

"  The  little  jacket  is  dressed  outside  with  a  smooth  covering  of  brown  rubber  ....  and  we 
should  say  that  its  water-excluding  properties  are  beyond  question.  ...  Its  weight  is  only  1^  lb. 

3,  GREEN  STREET,  LEICESTER  SQUARE. 
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Loch  Craggie,  one  salmon,  121b. ;  Messrs.  Alder  and 
Espent,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twelve  trout.  71b.  On  the 
7th,  Messrs.  Alder  and  Espent,  on  the  Kyle,  six 
trout,  7f  ]b.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jameson,  on  Loch  Slam, 
thirteen  trout,  01b.;  Mr,  Cairnes,  on  Loch-na-hacon, 
eight  trout,  3Jlb.  On  the  8th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jameson, 
on  Loch  Slam,  twenty-eight  trout,  101b. :  Mr.  Cairnes, 
on  Loch  Craggie,  fourteen  trout,  5Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Alder 
and  Espent,  on  Loch  Craggie,  twelve  trout,  4|lb. 
On  the  9th,  Messrs.  Alder  and  Espent,  on  Loch 
Slam,  twenty-four  trout,  81b.  On  the  10th.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jameson  and  Mr.  Cairnes.  on  Loch  Loyal, 
twenty-three  trout,  9 Jib.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jameson  and  Mr.  Cairnes,  on  Loch  Crocach, 
fifteen  trout.  61b. — M.  Macinnes. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — This  river  continued  in  order 
through  the  week,  but  the  east  winds  prevailed  and 
trout  rose  ba^^lly  to  the  fly  on  all  the  sections,  and 
the  catches  obtained  were  not  up  to  the  average. 
Grilse  are  coming  in  from  the  sea  and  passing  over 
all  the  weirs,  but  the  run  is  smaller  than  in  past 
years,  and  only  a  few  have  been  caught.  Salmon 
are  plentiful  on  the  middle  sections,  but  they  have 
left  the  shallows  and  are  in  the  deep  pools,  where 
they  will  not  come  to  the  fly.  The  shrimp  has 
accounted  for  nearly  all  that  were  taken,  but  if  any 
fish  that  have  not  seen  this  infernal  lure  are  met 
with  they  will  come  to  the  fly.  Mr.  Wolff,  M.F., 
caught  seventeen  salmon.  101b.,  101b.,  111b.,  lljlb 
lljlb.,  121b.,  12^1b.,  12^1b.,  131b.,  131b..  I41b.,  141b.' 
14|lb.,  151b..  161b.,  16ilb.,  and  2  lib.,  and  two  griloe, 
4^1b.  and  51b.  :  and  Colonel  Delacheiois  and  Mr. 
Shaw  five,  ranginpfrom  51b.  to  151b.  on  the  Caronroe 
reach. — Daniel  O'Fee 

Belfast  and  District. — Trout  fishing  is  improving 
a  little  bit  on  the  reservoirs  at  Stoneyford,  Wood- 
bum,  Marshallstown,  etc.  Mr.  James  Murray, 
fishing  Stoneyford  on  June  14,  creeled  seven  fish, 
averaging  |-lb.  each;  Mr.  J.  J.  Longhead  had  three 
trout,  and  other  similar  baskets  were  made.  The 
streams  are  doing  better,  the  clear-water  worm  and 
dapping  being  now  in  operation. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes  (co.  Donegal). — The  Bundrowes 
is  now  in  fishing  order  again,  as  rain  has  fallen 
heavily  during  the  last  day  or  two  in  this  locality. 
There  is  plenty  of  salmon  in  the  pools,  and  this  fresh 
in  the  river  now  will  stir  them  up.  Trouting  has 
been  good  during  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Corrib,  Mid  (Kilbeg,  co.  Galway). — Professor 
Colohan,  Major  Bolbey,  and  Capt.  Kehoe,  fishing  the 
above  water  with  the  natural  fly,  in  three  consecutive 
days  last  week  caught  twenty-four  trout  averaging 
lib.  each,  largest  weighing  41b.,  also  eight  pike  and 
one  perch.  Another  anjjler  had  two  pike,  weighing 
251b.  and  281b.  respectively.  Trout  have  been  rising 
freely  to  the  fly  the  last  few  days.  Prospect  for  the 
coming  week  good. — F.  M. 

Erne  (Ballyslxannon  and  Belleek).  —  The 
following  are  the  particulars  of  sport  on  the  Erne 
during  the  past  week :  Mr.  R.  S.  Johnston  landed 
three  of  25lb.,  161b.  and  151b.,  and  a  grilse  of  61b. ; 
Mr.  G.  E.  Godwin  landed  two  beauties  of  161b.  and 
151b. ;  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston  landed  one  salmon  of  81b., 
on  June  14,  and  Sir  H.  B.  Robertson  |landed  one 
of  141b.  on  same  day.  Trouting  on  the  river  in  the 
late  evenings  continues  good,  and  the  following 
gentlemen  took  a  number  of  trout  amongst  them, 
ranging  in  weight  from  lib.  to  9lb. :  Mr.  G.  Cripps, 
Mt.  T.  B.  Johnston,  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike,  Mr.  R.  S. 
Johnston,  Mr.  J.  G.  Townsend.  Mr.  J.  Hamilton, 
and  several  other  anglers.  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  captured 
the  91b.  tcout.  A  couple  of  small  salmon  have  been 
recently  taken  on  a  dry  fly  (trouting). — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Galway  River. — The  following  is  the  catch  for  the 
week  ending  June  7  : — On  June  2,  Mr.  M.  J.  Lydon, 
onesalmon,  3|lb. ;  Mr.  Cater,  one,  12Jlb.  On  3rd, 
Capt.  Steward,  one,  i^lb.  ;  Mr.  Cater,  four,  2541b. 
On  4th,  Mr.  H.  L.  Strange  Herring,  one,  51b. ;  Capt. 
Steward,  one,  6Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Cater,  three,  14Jlb.  On  6th, 
Mr.  H.  L.  Strange  Herring,  three,  201b.  ;  Mr.  Cater, 
seven,  33|lb. ;  Capt.  Steward,  six,  41^1b.  ;  Mr.  M. 
Lydon,  one,  4ilb.  On  7th,  Mr.  Cater,  three,  12i-lb.  ; 
Mr.  H.  L.  Strange  Herring,  one,  5  J  lb. ;  Capt. 
Steward,  two,  lOlb. ;  Mr.  M.  Lydon,  one,  fOlb.  Bright 
weather  and  east  wind  all  the  week  unfavourable 
for  good  sport. — W.  N.  Milne.  [Received  too  late 
for  insertion  last  week.] 

  Angling  on  the  river  has  again  heen  good. 

The  following  is  the  catch  for  the  week; — On 
June  8,  Mr.  H.  L.  Strange  Herring,  one  salmon, 
51b.  ;  Mr.  Cater,  three,  lO^lb. ;  Mr.  M.  Lydon,  one, 
4ilb. ;  Capt.  Steward,  one,  4-Jlb.  On  June  9,  Mr. 
H.  L.  Strange  Herring,  two,  lOHb.  ;  Capt.  Steward, 
three,  14^1b. ;  Mr.  M.  Lydon]^  one.  61b.;  Mr.  J. 
Lydon,  two,  8Jlb.  On  June  10,  Capt.  Steward, 
three,  14ilb. ;  Mr.  J.  Lydon,  five,  24lb.  ;  Mr.  M. 
Ljdon,  four,  221b.  On  Juno  11,  Mr.  J.  Lydon,  six, 
37ilb. ;  Mr,  Boland,  three,  161b. ;  Mr.  H.  L.  Strange 


Herring,  five,  231b. ;  Capt.  Steward,  four,  22Jlb. ; 
Mr.  M.  J.  Lydon,  three,  141b.  On  June  13,  Mr.  J. 
Lydon,  twelve,  621b. ;  Mr.  M.  J.  Lydon,  nine,  52 Jib. ; 
Capt.  Robeson,  three,  16ilb. ;  Mr.  M.  Lydon,  four, 
24|lb. ;  Mr.  H.  L.  Strange  "Herring,  six,  28Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Boland,  three,  161b.  On  June  14,  Mr.  M.  J.  Lydon, 
five,  231b.;  Mr.  J.  Lydon.  four,  18|lb. ;  Mr.  M. 
Lydon,  three,  ISJlb. ;  Mr.  H.  L.  Strange  Herring, 
one,  4  Jib. — W.  N.  Milne. 

Killamey. — Salmon  have  given  good  sport  on 
the  Killarney  waters  generally,  and  brown  trout 
have  been  rising  well.  Rain  has  fallen  heavily  for 
the  past  few  days,  and  a  further  improvement  is 
expected.  Prospects  good  at  present  at  Glencar 
and  Caragh. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Arrow  (Boyle).  —  Anglers  on  Lough 
Arrow  have  done  very  well  during  the  week  in 
spite  of  the  bright  weather.  On  Wednesday 
(June  8)  boats  from  Arrow  Lodge  nine  fish,  which 
averaged  31b. ;  on  the  9th,  Admiral  Hastings  had 
one  fish,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Herbert  Lloyd,  one  of  31b. ; 
Mr.  Henry  Lloyd,  two,  5Jlb. ;  Mr.  Massy  Beresford 
and  the  Hon.  J.  Crichton,  two  fish,  one  killed  by 
Captain  Crichton.  4Jlb.  10th,  Mr.  Herbert  Lloyd, 
one,  3lb. ;  Mr.  Philip  Carter,  one,  81b.  11th,  one 
boat  had  five  fish,  201b.  ;  another  boat,  five  fish, 
141b.  12th,  the  weather  chaneed,  and  was  too 
stormy  to  fish.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  G.  Acheson  had 
four  fish,  111b.  There  was  a  good  rise  of  fly 
yesterday,  but  the  day  was  too  wet  and  stormy. 
To-day  looks  well. — Geo.  Acheson. 

Lough  Conn.— Fishing  on  the  lake  during  the 
week  was  good.  Mr.  Miller  got  three  salmon  on 
June  10,  and  some  good  trout  and  a  large  pike 
were  taken.  Mr.  Wiggan  got  a  few  salmon,  and 
Mr.  Bellhouse  some  good  baskets  of  trout  during 
the  week.  Fishing  during  the  previous  week  was 
very  good. — John  Deveks. 

Lough  Conn  (Cloghans). — Mr.  Miller  got  five 
salmon  on  June  1 1,  and  a  handsome  basket  of 
trout,  largest  51b. ;  Mr.  Biss,  three  salmon ;  Mr, 
Sanders,  two  salmon  ;  Mr.  Langley,  two  salmon  and 
a  large  trout  of  7  Jib. ;  Mr.  Phillips,  four  salmon  and 
a  large  number  of  trout;  Rev.  Taylor,  six  salmon, 
largest  181b.,  and  some  beautiful  trout,  scaling 
from  Jib.  up  to  51b. ;  Mr.  John  Arkle,  while  staying 
with  me,  eighteen  salmon,  averaging  121b. ;  Colonel 
Hewatt,  four  salmon,  and  his  brother  six  salmon. 
There  never  was  better  fishing  had  on  Lough  Conn. 
— Tom  Clabke. 

Lough  Corrib  Anglers'  Hotel). — Fishing  from 
the  above  hotel  the  following  catches  have  been 
had  :  On  June  6,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court  killed  fourteen 
trout  weighing  201b.  ;  Messrs.  Ockem  and  Hurst, 
seven,  i21b. ;  Colonel  Caufield,  six,  91b. ;  Mr.  Coghlin 
White,  five,  91b.;  Mr.  Du  Croy,  five,  111b.  On 
June  7,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court,  seventeen,  191b.  ;  Mr. 
Coghlin  White,  eight,  111b.;  Mr.  Du  Croy,  seven, 
101b.  ;  Colonel  Caufield,  eight,  91b. ;  Messrs.  Ockem 
and  Hurst,  twenty,  251b. ;  Mr.  Slater  and  friend, 
five,  111b.  On  .Tune  8,  •Irs.  and  Mr.  Court,  eleven, 
121b.  ;  Mr.  Coghlin  White,  six,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Du  Croy, 
seven,  81b. ;  Colonel  Caufipld,  sixteen,  131b.;  Messrs. 
Ockem  and  Hurst,  ten,  141b  ;  Mr.  Slater  and  friend, 
eleven,  131b.  On  June  9,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court,  six, 
111b.;  Mr.  Coghlin  White,  seven,  101b.;  Mr. 
Du  Croy,  eleven,  12 Jib. ;  Colonel  Caufield,  thirteen, 
141b.;  Mr.  Hurst,  eight,  91b. ;  Mr.  Slater  and  friend, 
twelve,  141b.  On  June  10,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court, 
seven,  111b. ;  Mr.  Coghlin  White,  seven,  9 Jib.  ;  Mr. 
Du  Croy,  seven,  81b. ;  Mr.  Hurst,  elerven,  12Jlb. ; 
Colonel  Caufield,  six,  91b.  On  June  11,  Mrs.  and 
Mr.  Court,  eight,  lOJlb.;  Mr.  Coghlin  White,  fifteen, 
171b.;  Mr.  Du  Croy",  seven,  111b.;  Mr.  Slater  and 
friend,  ten,  121b.;  Colonel  Caufield,  sixteen,  141b. 
On  June  12,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court,  ten,  141b. ;  Mr. 
Coghlin  White,  eight,  111b.,  and  two  weighing  71b. ; 
Mr.  Slater  and  friend,  eleven,  151b.  This  week  was 
very  good,  and  it  is  remarked  by  the  sporting 
geijtlemen  that  the  Oughterard  side  of  the  Corrib  is 
teeming  with  fish,  and  now  freely  rising  to  the 
May  Fly.  Several  salmon  were  hooked  during  the 
week  ending  June  12. — Naughton. 

Lougha  Corrib  and  Mask  (Cong). — Fishing 
these  waters  during  the  past  week  Mr.  Ashford, 
Colonel  Sherwood,  and  another  gentleman  had  very 
fair  fishing.  Mr.  Sam  Wells  in  nine  days  got  seventy 
trout,  largest  weighing  3Jlb  — O.  D. 

Longh  Currane,  etc.  (Waterrille,  co.  Kerry). — 
The  welcome  rain  has  improved  sport  amongst 
trout,  but  no  salmon  or  peal  have  been  had.  Sea- 
trout  have  come  up  in  big  numbers  and  good  sport 
is  expected.  Brown  trout  have  afforded  fine  sport 
in  the  late  evenings.  Sea-trout  are  very  numerous 
in  the  tidal  section  of  the  Inny.  Peal  are  now 
arriving  in  Waterville  river.  Brown  trout  fishing 
has  been  good  on  the  mountain  lakes. — T.  J.  D. 

Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib  (Clonbnr). — Fishing 
from  both  shores  of  Mask  and  Corrib  end  of  Clonbur 
was  never  known  to  bo  so  good.  Mr.  Smallwood, 
Mr,  TyrroU,  and  other  anglers  who  have  fished  year 


after  year  from  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel  admit  this 
change.  Some  very  large  baskets  creeled  daily  on 
the  dap.  Captain  Read  made  largest  on  June  12 
with  one  dozen  fine  trout. — J.  A.  J. 

Lough  Melvln. — Sport  much  improved.  Mr.  .1. 
Hunt  landed  two  grilse  of  61b.  each  on  June  10 ; 
Mr.  J.  Gillespie  landed  two  trout  (Salmo  ferox)  of 
3|lb.  and  5lb.  on  the  11th;  Mr.  P.  Kelly  took  s 
nice  basket  of  gillaroo  trout  and  a  grilse  of  51b.  on 
13th.  Trouting  was  generally  good  over  the  lake, 
and  the  following  anglers  had  first-rate  sport 
amongst  the  gillaroos  and  brown  trout :  Captain 
Auchenleck,  Mr.  W.  Neely,  Mr.  E.  Alley,  Lord 
Louth,  Mr.  Hunt,  Mr.  .).  Gillespie,  and  many  other 
anglers  out  from  Garrison,  Kinlough,  Bundoran, 
Belloek,  etc.  Mr.  E.  Curtler  took  bixty-one  trout 
in  four  days  of  a  fair  average  size,  many  of  them 
gillaroos. — M.  Rocjan  and  Sons. 

Uoy  (Ballina,  oo.  Mayo). — Since  my  last  report 
fishing  has  improved  a  little  on  the  river,  and  grilse 
are  getting  more  plentiful.  A  few  good  fish  were 
killed  with  the  rod. — John  Devers. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  CuUen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — A  much  needed  rain  fell  here  during  the 
week,  and  already  angling  is  improved.  Mr.  Wiggan, 
three  grilse,  171b.  ;  Mr.  C.  Mallan,  three  grilse,  16lb., 
one  salmon,  131b. ;  Major  Palmer,  one  salmon,  161b.  ; 
Brigadier-General .  Plowden,  three  salmon,  101b. 
each ;  Mr.  C.  Elwell,  two  salmon,  61b.  and 
J  lOJlb.  ;  Mr.  E.  Perry  Knox  Gore,  three  salmon, 
'  9Jlb.,  8Jlb.,  61b.  ;  also  on  June  12  he  got  five 
salmon,  ISJlb.,  101b.,  9Jlb.,  5Jlb.  7Ib.  The  big  run 
of  grilse  is  sure  to  be  in  the  river  by  June  20.  On 
the  loughs  some  good  takes  of  trout  were  got 
ranging  from  lib.  to  51b.  ;  also  several  grilse.  Mr. 
G.  Powell,  five  jack,  8Jlb.,  91b.,  15lb.  201b.,  271b- 
Loughs  Talt  and  Callow  fished  well,  best  take  for 
one  rod  in  one  day  thirty-two,  19^1b. .  On  the  river 
Mr.  Bell  and  friend  had  thirty-two  white  trout, 
largest  21b. — Pat  Heahnes. 

Bosses  (Dungloe,  co.  Donegal). — The  lakes  are 
filling  up  well  and  sea-trout  fishing  should  soon  be 
in  full  swing.  Both  salmon  and  sea-trout  are  in 
the  bay  awaiting  the  first  flood  to  run  up.  Excel- 
lent brown  trout  fishing  is  being  had  on  the  lakes 
just  now. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  weather  has  now 
become  cool  and  rainy  with  heavy  winds.  On 
Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed  three  salmon,  12Jlb., 
2ljlb.,  121b.,  and  two  peal,  51b.  and  31b.  On 
Hermitage,  Lord  Massy  two,  14!b.  and  6Jlb.  On 
Newgarden,  Mr.  A.  J.  Coppinger  two,  13 Jib.  and 
121b.  ;  three  peal,  5Jlb.,  51b.,  and  3Jlb.  On  thn 
Castle  fishery,  Mrs.  Ingham  one,  28rb. ;  one  peal 
51b.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill,  one,  15lb. 
— J.  Enright  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe). — With 
the  exception  of  some  good  baskets  of  trout  that 
were  taken  on  my  water  this  week  sport  has  been 
poor,  but  grilse  fishing  has  been  pretty  fair.  Sir 
Montague  and  Lady  Chapman  having  landed  as 
follows :  June  8,  Sir  Montague  Chapman,  one  grilse, 
5Jlb.  ;  Lady  Chapman,  one,  4Jlb. ;  on  9th,  Lady 
Chapman,  one  salmon,  171b.,  and  Sir  Montague,  one 
grilse.  4Jlb. ;  on  14th,  same  rod,  one  salmon,  191b., 
and  her  ladyship,  one  salmon,  lOJlb.  On  9th,  Mr. 
Malmesbury  Cotham,  three  grilse,  41b.,  4lb.,  31b. ; 
on  10th,  one  salmon,  241b.,  and  two  grilse,  7lb.  each  ; 
on  11th,  one  grilse,  Gib. ;  on  13th,  two  grilse,  6lb.,  .51b.  ^ 
Mr.  Woods  had  good  sport  with  the  river  trout;  ' 
he  got  on  one  day  eighteen  very  nice  fish. — S.  J. 

HtJRLEY. 

Upper  Lakes  (Wateiville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  good  at  brown  trout.  Gn  one  day  two 
anglers  out  from  the  Bayview  Hotel  had  four  dozen 
on  Clooaghlin  lake,  heaviest  21b. — T.  J.  D. 

SWISS  REPORT. 

Veytanz  (June  11).  —  The  prevailing  state  of 
things  last  reported  induced  a  tendency  to  heat 
relaxation,  and  less  fishing  resulted,  unless  it  may 
have  been  by  those  situated  nearer  to  the  fishing 
grounds.  The  indomitable  Colonel,  however,  specu- 
lating upon  heavy  rain  clearing  off  on  Tuesday,  in 
the  early  afternoon  visited  the  lower  Stockalper 
water,  crossing  the  lake  by  steamboat,  und  tried 
spinning,  but  only  excited  a  responsive  flash  from 
one  fish,  which  did  not  arrive,  and  then  trying  a 
large  Olive  And  Soldier  Palmer  in  the  rather  clearer 
water  at  the  edge  had  two  or  three  good  but 
abortive  rises,  so  gave  it  up.  To-day  the  annual 
boating  picnic  of  the  Stockalper  Syndicate  takes 
place  upon  the  stream,  to  which  the  champion 
angler  and  secretary  of  the  Montreux  Club  is,  as 
usual,  invited,  when  conviviality  may  be  more  in 
evidence  than  angling.  These  reports  will  lor  the 
present  terminate,  with  regret  that  so  far  they  have 
had  a  less  successful  season  than  formerly  to 
describe,  due,  it  may  be,  in  a  measure  to  poaching, 
a  gang  of  poacherf  having  been  caught  netting  this 
water  quite  recently. — Benwvan. 
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SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. —  Boat  anglers  have  been  having 
splendid  sport  during  the  past  week.  Sea  bream 
have  not  been  so  plentiful  for  years,  and  takes  up 
to  twenty  per  boat  are  recorded,  and  some  of  the 
fish  up  to  4lb.  in  weight.  The  most  successful 
anglers  use  a  rod  and  gut  trace.  Between  thirty 
and  forty  boats  were  off  on  the  12th.  Pout  whiting 
and  conger  are  also  plentiful ;  a  conger  of  191b.  was 
taken  a  few  days  ago. — H. 

Deal  (the  Pier). — The  welcome  change  of  wind 
to  the  south-west  has  brought  out  a  fair  array  of 
anglers  this  week,  but  general  results  have  not  been 
satisfactory,  pouting  constituting  the  majority  of 
the  resultant  catches.  On  Friday  (June  10)  one  pier 
angler  hooked  and  landed  a  skate  of  71b.,  a  task  of  no 
small  diflSculty.  Mr.  Philp  made  the  first  capture  of 
pollack  this  season  on  Saturday  (June  11),  taking 
four  small  ones  upon  ragworm,  and  on  Monday 
(June  13)  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  land  three 
very  fine  ones,  all  taken  upon  rubber  bait.  Mr. 
Edgar  has  recently  had  a  few  nurse-dogs  and  small 
congers,  in  addition  to  fair  numbers  of  small  pout- 
ing. To-day  (Wednesday)  about  a  score  of  anglers 
have  put  in  an  appearance,  but  matters  have  ruled 
very  slow  throughout  the  entire  day.  Given  a 
continuance  of  the  present  south-west  wind,  and 
sport  in  the  near  future  should  witness  material 
improvement. — J.  Richabdson  (B.S.A.S. ). 

Fensance. — Variable  weather  since  last  report, 
but  sport  fairly  good  when  we  can  get  to  sea. 
Bream  and  pollack  are  the  mainstays  of  the  sport, 
but  the  other  varieties  for  which  the  bay  is  famous 
are  coming  along  fairly  well.  Below  is  a  summary  of 
sport  and  weather  for  the  week :  J une  8,  strong 
south-east  wind  early  in  day,  but  moderate  later. 
Mr.  Hanley,  a  local  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  went 
out  in  the  morning,  and  was  rewarded  with  a  good 
basket  of  mixed  fish.  Another  boat  in  the  evening 
had  six  conger,  one  pollack,  twelve  bream.  June  9, 
fine  day,  light,  variable  wind.  Our  catch,  six 
conger  (one  301b.),  seven  pollack  (average  71b.), 
three  pouting,  thirty  bream.  June  10,  fresh  south 
wind.  Capt.  Becherleg's  catch,  forty  various.  Our 
catch,  five  conger  (one  about  301b),  five  pollack 
(average  71b.),  seventy  bream,  six  gurnard.  June  11, 
fine,  wind  south.  Very  few  boats  out,  sport 
moderate.  June  13,  strong  soath-west  wind  early 
in  day  but  moderated  later.  Our  catch,  five  pollack 
(one  141b.),  sixteen  mackerel,  ten  bream,  one 
conger,  one  Ung.  No  other  boats  out.  June  14, 
strong  south  -  west  wind,  freshening.  —  J.  H. 
RowE  (B.S.A.S.). 

 Rod  fishing  from  the  pier  heads  has  greatly 

improved  during  the  past  week.  Pollack,  cole,  and 
flatfish  make  up  the  chief  catches.  Our  mackerel 
ricet  are  doing  fairly  well. — H. 

Plymouth. — Mackerel  are  getting  much  more 
plentiful,  and  some  very  big  catches  have  been 
landed  along  the  coast ;  they  have  not  yet,  however, 
vome  very  close  in  shore,  and  consequently  have 
not  been  taken  by  the  amateurs.  Pollack  are  still 
to  be  had,  and  they  are  running  very  large ;  they 
are  preferring  the  "Challenger"  bait  to  anything. 
There  is  a  large  quantity  of  grey  mullet  along  the 
inside  of  the  Breakwater,  and  on  quiet  days  afford 
good  sport ;  it  is  an  easy  pull  from  Plymouth,  and 
baats  can  be  hired  at  the  West  Hoe  Pier  at  6d.  an 
hour.  In  this  month  prawns  are  beginning  to  get 
very  plentiful,  and  the  mode  of  catching  them  is  to 
use  a  net  mounted  on  a  spoon-shaped  iron  ring  with 
a  long  ash  handle;  you  get  them  amongst  the  pools 
in  the  rocks,  under  the  seaweed  at  low  tide.  Ihis 
is  a  favourite  sport  at  nearly  all  the  seaport  towns 
and  villages.  In  places  where  there  are  sandy 
beaches  a  D-shaped  net  is  used,  which  is  pushed 
along  in  front  of  the  fisherman.  Many  pints  of 
prawns  and  shrimps  are  caught  during  a  tide. — 
William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborough. —  Pier  anglers  are  catching  plaice 
and  dabs,  and  boat  anglers  in  the  bay  silver  whiting 
dabs,  etc.  Lugworm,  which  are  fairly  plentiful  here, 
is  by  far  the  best  bait  for  whiting. — H. 

Weymouth. — There  has  been  very  little  done 
lately  in  the  way  of  fishing  as  the  weather  is  far 
from  settled.  There  has  been  some  very  large 
catches  of  mackerel  in  the  nets  at  Wyke,  Chickerell, 
and  Portland,  but  I  have  not  heard  of  any  being 
taken  on  hook  and  line,  as  it  is  early  yet  for  the 
Hhoals  U>  scatter.  There  have  been  some  very  good 
baskets  of  eels  and  flounders  in  the  backwater,  one 
tr  two  boats  having  as  many  as  five  and  six  dozen 
of  flounders,  averaging  lib.  to  IJlb.  each,  besides 
some  go'd-.sized  eels.  The  bass  seem  to  be  ratlier 
backward,  as  the-e  liuvo  been  none  caught  at  J-erry 
Bridge,  but  in  the  harbour  a  few  have  been  taken 
weighmg  uhout  IJlb.  J  hope  soon  to  bo  able  to 
record  f-omo  bett  ;r  baskets.  Mr.  Sigrist,  fishing  at 
the  Dolphin  1  a  -eiV  days  ago  with  two  others,  had  a 
very  good  catch  of  between  eight  and  ten  do/.en 
good-sized  pouting. — C.  J.  Russell.  ^ 


Associations,  etc. 


Anglers'  Association. 
The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Monday  next,  June  20,  at  8  p.m.,  at  Cripplegate 
Institute,  Barbican,  E.G.  Will  delegates  please 
note  that  the  new  voting  cards  have  been  forwarded 
to  their  secretaries  to  have  their  vote  recorded — ■ 
such  new  card  must  be  exhibited.  The  election 
of  the  seven  additional  members  to  the  netting 
and  restocking  committee  is  to  take  place  and 
also  the  enrolment  of  a  few  angling  societies. 
The  demand  for  the  new  season's  tickets  has  been 
very  heavy  (3000  having  already  been  issued),  but 
the  rush  is  now  over,  and  secretaries  may  depend 
on  my  despatching  orders  with  greater  promptitude 
than  during  the  last  week. — R.  G.  Woodeuff. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Club. 

The  June  meeting  of  delegates  was  duly  held  at 
the  Bedford  Head,  Maiden  Lane,  Covent  Garden, 
Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  in  the  chair  and  Mr.  Elsmore  in 
the  vice-chair.  The  balance-sheet  and  accounts  for 
the  past  season  had  been  audited,  and  their  adoption 
was  unanimously  agreed  to.  The  issue  of  tickets  had 
been  the  greatest  on  record,  the  cash  balance  being 
more  than  in  any  previous  year.  This,  coupled 
with  the  fact  that  rental  of  all  the  fisheries  for  the 
ensuing  season  being  paid,  was  considered  to  show 
the  association  in  a  highly  flourishing  state.  A  very 
cordial  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  the  auditors 
for  their  labours.  The  enrolment  of  the  Thicket 
Piscatorials,  of  Anerley,  and  the  Golden  Barbel  A.S. 
were  duly  confirmed,  also  the  enrolment  of  the 
Hounslow  Piscatorials  and  Ye  Olde  Fishermen  duly 
agreed  to.  The  Central  Competition  will  take  place 
at  Yalding  on  June  19  when  the  silver  cup  gene- 
rously promised  by  Mr.  I.  Levein  (Friendship)  and 
about  fifty  added  prizes  will  be  offered  ;  tickets 
taken  for  the  February  competition  will  be  avail- 
able, also  can  be  purchased  on  the  ground  morning 
of  match.  Special  reduced  fare  3a.  3d.  from  Cannon- 
street,  London  Bridge,  and  New  Cross,  and  3s.  5d.  from 
Charing  Cross  and  vVaterloo.  Train  leaves  Charing 
Cross  7.46,  Waterloo  7.49,  Cannon-street  8.2, 
London  Bridge  8.6,  New  Cross  8.16,  returning  from 
Yalding  7.29.  Tickets  to  be  stamped  and  fish 
weighed  at  the  Anchor  Inn,  Yalding.  Privilege 
card  or  competition  ticket  to  be  shown  at  the  rail- 
way booking  office  for  Mr.  Wade's  party.  The 
visiting  officer  reported  excellent  visits  to  the 
Friendship  and  Great  Northern  Brothers,  and  the 
next  is  to  the  Islington  Brothers  on  June  20. 

City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Lee  presided  on  Tuesday  last.  Mr. 
Beamont  reported  several  very  good  catches  off 
Bournemouth,  taking  some  fifty  or  more  various 
fish  on  several  occasions.  Mr.  E.  H.  Higgs  exhibitei 
several  fine  specimens  of  twaite  shad  (CLupea  alosa) 
taken  by  his  brother,  also  various  examples  of  the 
artificial  bait  used  in  the  capture.  Three  new 
members  were  elected.  The  hon.  curator  announced 
that,  in  addition  to  the  punt  at  present  on  the 
society's  water  at  Wraysbury,  arrangements  had 
been  made  to  purchase  a  punt  for  members'  use 
only,  which  it  is  expected  wiU  be  on  the  water  in 
a  few  days.  The  chairman,  in  the  course  of  the 
evening,  presented  the  society's  competition  medal 
to  Mr.  E.  H.  Cox  for  the  three  best  chub  caught  last 
season.  As  the  accommodation  for  the  supper  at 
Horton  appears  to  be  more  ample  than  originally 
supposed,  several  names  were  added  to  the  list  of 
guests,  including  that  of  "  Oldlzaak,"  of  the  Peo pie, 
who,  being  present  at  the  meeting,  received  a  cordial 
invitation.  Members  wishing  to  be  present  at  the 
supper  on  June  25  (tickets  3s.)  should  send  in 
their  names  at  once  to  the  hon.  secretary.  The 
bye-laws,  etc.,  relative  to  fishing  (as  framed  by 
the  sub-committee)  were  ratified  by  the  meeting. 
Previous  to  the  supper  on  June  25  there  will  be  a 
fishing  competition  for  a  prize  given  by  Mr.  H.  G. 
Lee. — Hon.  Sec. 

Geesham  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Young  presided  on  Tuesday  last. 
Several  applications  were  made  for  membership, 
and  one  gentleman  elected.  On  Tuesday  next  the 
photographic  apparatus  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  H.  Walker 
will  be  disposed  of  at  the  club  room.  Several 
members  have  b  en  out  hoping  to  get  some  May 
Fly  fishing,  but  they  all  report  a  poor  rise  of  this 
lovely  intect,  and  sport  has  consequently  proved 
disappointing.  The  Chess,  however,  has  fished  well, 
trout  up  to  l^lb.  having  been  taken.  On  Saturday 
(.June  11)  there  was  a  capital  rise  of  Olive  Quills, 
and  some  nice  fish  were  creeled.  Mr.  Powles  West 
had  capital  sport  on  the  Teme,  taking,  on  his  best 
day,  six  brace  of  good  trout.  Messrs.  Norman  and 
Basten  report  a  fine  catch  of  good  dabs  at  Newhaven, 
they  having  secured  300  in  a  short  outing.  Mr. 
Norman  reported  having  seen  quantities  of  bass  in 
the  harbour,  running  up  to  91d.  or  lOlb.  in  weight. 
Mr.  H.  Davey-Turner  presented  the  society  with  a 


copy  of  Ilaiford's  "Dry  Ply  Entomology,"  for  which 
he  duly  received  the  thanks  of  the  meeting.  Several 
members  propose  visiting  the  Theale  fishery  on 
Saturday  next,  leaving  Paddington  at  7.30  a.m. 
We  were  glad  to  hear  from  Dr.  Ladell  that  he  is 
making  favourable  progress  towards  recovery. — 
Hon.  Sec. 

Piscatorial  Society. 

Mr.  Frank  Ward  presided  at  Monday's  meeting. 
The  May  Fly  being  practically  a  thing  of  the  past 
on  the  Kennet  and  LamVjourn,  there  was  not  the 
plethora  of  successful  angling  experiences  like  unto 
the  big  budget  reported  at  the  gathering  of  the 
previous  week.  Mr.  Forster  Hardy  landed  and 
returned  quite  a  number  of  small  trout  on  the 
Lambourn,  and  basketed  a  few  sizeable  ones,  to- 
gether with  a  grayling  weighing  over  lib.  8oz.  Mr. 
F.  G.  Bridgman  had  some  fish  on  the  same  water, 
and  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Poole  creeled 
trout  and  grayling  from  the  fishful  Itchen.  An 
interesting  account  of  an  excursion  toFairford  was 
narrated  by  Mr.  Hugh  T.  Sheringham.  In  the  Coin 
there,  he  secured  seven  brace  of  fish,  all  retainable, 
in  three  days.  On  the  Lambourn  he  had  a  nice 
trout  of  lib.,  and  to  finish  up  with  landed  a 
beautiful  trout  from  the  Kennet  of  31b.  5oz.  Mr. 
H.  P.  Thompson  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  had  visited  the 
Teme  at  Tenbury,  putting  up  at  the  Swan,  a  hostelry 
noted  for  comfort,  excellent  fare  and  reasonable 
charges.  The  May  Fly  rise  there  was  an  exceedingly 
disappointing  one.  The  gentlemen  named  fished 
six  and  a-half  days,  and  with  the  aid  of  various 
flies,  including  hackled  May  Flies,  had  twenty-six 
brace  between  them,  well  over  the  limit  size  of 
eight  inches.  Mr.  H.  P.  Thompson's  best  fish  went 
lib.  8oz.,  whilst  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  had  in  one  day  four 
fish,  totalling  51b.  8oz.,  including  a  handsome 
specimen  of  21b.  2oz.,  the  largest  taken  there  so  far 
this  season.  The  whole  of  the  fish  were  taken  by 
the  south  country  method  of  fishing  dry,  despite 
the  fact  that  the  majority  of  those  visiting  this 
charming  portion  of  the  Teme  use  a  cast  of  three 
files,  and  of  course  fish  wet.  Thirteen  of  the  trout 
creeled  exceeded  lib.  in  weight. — Hon.  Sec. 
Palmeeston  Angling  Society. 

The  second  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society 
was  held  at  the  Crown  and  Cushion,  London  Wall, 
on  May  31,  Mr.  D.  Legat  Fulton,  president,  Ln  the 
chair.  There  was  a  full  muster  of  members  and  a 
large  number  of  guests.  In  proposing  the  to£«t  of 
the  evening,  "Success  to  the  Palmerston  Angling 
Society,"  the  president  mentioned  that  there  was 
an  impression  abroad  that  the  society  was  confined 
to  members  of  the  Stock  Exchange.  This,  however, 
was  not  the  case.  It  was  true  that  at  the  date  of 
inception  the  Stock  Exchange  element  largely  pre- 
dominated, but  since  then  many  City  men  had  been 
added  to  their  list,  and  he  thought  they  could  con- 
fidently look  forward  to  the  time  when  the  club 
would  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  angling 
clubs  in  the  City  of  London.  Some  clubs  he  might 
say  were  ornamental  in  character,  and  existed 
largely  for  the  purpose  of  holding  dinners  and  social 
entertainments.  This  was  not  the  case  with  the 
Palmerston  Angling  Society.  Their  business  was  to 
promote  the  interests  of  fishing  and  to  afford  oppor- 
tunities to  their  members  for  indulging  in  their 
favourite  sport.  No  fewer  than  seven  outings 
on  suitable  waters  had  already  been  arranged  for 
the  ensuing  season  ;  also  a  series  of  competitions  at 
which  prizas,  presented  by  friends  of  the  club,  w-ould 
be  awarded  to  successful  competitors.  The  society 
had  been  presented  by  Mr.  Wilkinson  with  a  framed 
portrait  of  Izaak  Walton,  also  a  very  valuable  and 
rare  work  on  fly  fishing.  In  conclusion  he  might 
add  that  their  secretary,  Mr.  Percy  Vanderveli, 
would  be  glad  to  receive  names  of  keen  and 
enthusiastic  fishermen  who  might  be  desirous  of 
joining  their  ranks.  An  interesting  paper  on  "  Carp 
Fishing  "  was  then  read  by  Mr.  Charlton,  who  related 
to  the  members  his  experiences  in  one  of  the  most 
fascinating  branches  of  the  spart,  and  incidentally 
afforded  some  very  valuable  hints  to  the  amateur. 
Songs  were  sung  by  Messrs.  Hodgson,  Vanderveli, 
Croucher,  Watt^,  and  other  gentlemen,  and  a  special 
Ode  written  by  the  Tame  Poet "  of  the  society,  Mr. 
T.  A.  Burdett,  was  received  with  applause.  The 
secretary  announced  that  fifteen  applications  for 
membership  had  been  handed  in  to  him  during  the 
evening. 

South  London  Anglers'  United  Visiting  List. 

The  adjourned  general  meeting  was  held  on 
June  10  at  the  Oglanders.  The  president  (Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade)  occupied  the  chair.  Tne  balance- 
sheet  was  read  and  adopted  ;  all  the  officers  were 
re  elected,  and  Mr.  J.  Patey  elected  as  treasurer ; 
£5  was  voted  towards  the  summer  competition  to 
be  held  at  Wateringbury  on  July  13.  The  visits 
are  suspended  during  the  summer  months,  and  the 
United  Bros,  will  open  the  winter  session  in  Sep- 
tember.— A.  G.  Smith,  Hon.  Sec,  10,  Warndoa- 
atreet,.  Rotherhithe. 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


At  Wednesday's  meeting,  Mr.  Geo.  Bead  Clarke 
occupied  the  chair.  Minutes,  agents'  and  members' 
reports  having  been  disposed  of.  the  subject  for 
discussion  was  announced  as  being  "  The  food  of 
fishes."  Mr.  Pickup  introduced  the  subject  of  the 
evening,  pointing  out  its  practical  importance  to 
the  sea  angler,  for  the  right  choice  of  lures  and  baits, 
he  contended,  could  only  be  made  as  a  result  of  a 
careful  study  of  the  food  required  by  different 
kinds  of  fish,  at  varying  seasons  and  in  different 
localitiep.  Animal,  vegetable,  and  a  mixed  diet 
■was  usual,  and  as  they  fed  only  wher^  suit- 
able food  was  readily  obtainable,  it  was  difficult 
to  localise  their  feeding  grounds  without  knowledge 
of  what  food  was  preferred  by  them.  And  these 
feeding  grounds  should  be  carefully  protected  from 
injury  by  sewage  and  other  contaminations,  the 
speaker  instancing  Deal,  Bournemouth,  and  the 
shores  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  as  having  suffered  much 
in  this  respect.  He  pointed  out  that  the  erjormous 
production  of  spawn,  much  greater  than  is  required 
to  continue  the  species,  was  really  the  production 
of  a  food  much  liked  and  consumed  by  nearly  all 
kinds  of  fish.  Mr.  Newton  said  fish  were  not 
conservative  in  their  diet,  and  quite  open  to  new 
foods.  At  Newhaven  he  had  bf  en  successfully  bait- 
ing for  bass  with  the  middle  rib  of  a  cabbage  leaf. 
Mr.  Hyde  and  Mr.  Summers  raised  questions  as  to 
the  disposal  and  digestion  of  mussels  in  the  shell, 
crabs,  and  even  oysters,  which  they  had  frequently 
found  in  the  stomach  of  fish  caught  by  them. 
Mr.  C.  O.  Minchin  explained  that  niost  fish  wore 
provided  with  crushing  apparatus  quite  capable  of 
dealing  with  shelled  food,  and  ejected  the  non- 
edible  portions  by  spewing  them  out.  He  also 
pointed  outthatmuchof  fish  food  was  found  by  them 
floating  on  the  surface  at  great  distances  from  land. 
Mr.  Bass  gave  a  graphic  description  of  the  struggle 
for  life  in  the  waters  where  the  greater  feeds  on  the 
lesser — ad  infinitum — and  pointed  out  that  many 
portions  of  the  ocean  were  foodless  deserts,  of 
course  without  fish,  contrary  to  the  popular  view 
that  there  are  fish  everywhere.  Mr.  T.  B.  Bates 
and  Mr.  Kemp  blamed  the  sewage  so  plenteously 
sent  into  the  sea  on  all  our  coasts,  pointing  out  that 
frequent  steamboat  traffic  always  drove  fish  away 
and  for  good,  and  he  had  his  doubts  about  stopping 
inshore  trawling  ;  many  fishermen  said  the  grounds 
were  much  improved  by  it  and  a  better  supply  of 
food  resulted.  Mr.  Pickup  and  the  chairman 
wound  up  the  discussion,  fully  admitting  the  dis- 
tinction so  ably  defined  by  Mr.  Bass  between 
"  trade "  fishing  and  sea  angling,  and  urged  that 
the  society,  while  keen  in  its  support  of  the  latter, 
had  ever  given  the  great  importance  of  the  former 
the  first  place  in  its  attention.  After  usual  votes  of 
thanks  the  subject  for  next  Wednesday  was  given 
as  "Pollack  and  Codfish."  H.  P. 


"Let  your  manners  he  simple,  and  your  speech 
unaffected." 


A  NOTE  has  arrived  from  Mr.  Henry  Heath,  dated 
June  14,  from  Ballynonaugh,  Clonbur,  co.  Gal  way, 
Ireland.  He  reports  the  capture  on  his  own  rod  of 
a  magnificent  brown  trout  on  the  lower  Mask  on 
.Tune  8.  This  splendid  specimen  weighed  just  over 
11  Jib.  He  was  piloted  by  that  well-known, 
clever  and  painstaking  fisherman,  Pat  Summerville, 
of  Ballynonaugh.  We  have  frequently  spoken  very 
highly  of  the  admirable  treatment  by  him  to  all 
anglers  who  have  stayed  at  his  comfortable,  home'y 
cottage,  and  would  strongly  recommend  those  in 
search  of  sport  to  follow  Mr.  Henry  Heath's  lead. 
On  .lune  7,  Mr.  Heath  captured  a  ferox  of  ll^|lb. 
Both  these  fine  fish  are  being  set  up  by  Messrs. 
Cooper  &  Sons,  of  St.  Luke's,  E.  C. 


For  a  great  many  years  the  South -Eastern 
Railway  Company  was  handicapped  by  the  fact 
that  it  bad  but  a  single  road  in  and  out  of  London 
Bridge  Stati('n.  About  four  years  ago  a  start  was 
made  to  remedy  this  defect,  and  a  general  widening 
of  the  line  as  tar  as  (^reenwich  is  now  almost  com- 
plete. By  the  end  of  next  month  five  sets  of  rails 
— two  up  and  three  down — will  have  been  opened 
for  traffic,  and  this  should  greatly  facilitate  the 
arrival  and  departure  of  the  company's  trains. 
Another  great  improvement  will  bo  the  opening  on 
.luly  I  of  the  new  passenger  service  to  Orpington, 
over  the  new  loop  line  connecting  the  old  Chatham 
system  with  the  South-Rastern  main  line.  In  the 
r>ast  Orpington  has  been  accessible  only  by  the 
South-Eastern  service,  the  Chatham  system  ending 
at  Bickley ;  the  new  loop  commences  here,  and 
joins  up  with  the  South-Eastern  Railway,  so  that 
all  trains  which  formerly  stopped  short  at  Bickley 


Station  will  now  make  Orpington  their  terminus. 
Some  idea  of  the  advantages  that  will  accrue  to  the 
latter  place  will  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  its 
service  of  trains  will  be  augmented  to  the  extent 
of  over  a  hundred  trains  per  day,  many  of  them 
available  from  Holborn  and  St.  Paul's. 


Just  a  final  reminder  that  on  Sunday  next, 
June  19,  the  annual  competition,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Central  Association,  will  take  place  at  Yalding 
(on  the  Medway)  for  the  "  Levein  "  silver  cup  and 
upwards  of  fifty  added  prizes.  For  further  par- 
ticulars see  p.  409. 


From  Frensham  Pond  Hotel,  Mr.  G.  W.  Griffiths 
writes  : — "  Although  the  weather  has  been  inauspi- 
cious several  trout  have  been  taken  (from  21b.  to 
21b.  6oz.).  A  lady  had  her  rod  completely  broken 
by  a  heavy  fish.  The  Miiy  Fly  is  now  much  in 
evidence,  and  visitors  will  do  well  to  give  the 
stream  a  trial."  [I  hope  to  "sample"  the  stream 
at  an  early  date.] 


Hrs  Star. 

The  ship  swings  out;  the  captain  stands 

Straight  and  strong  in  his  place ; 
There  are  glorious  things  to  leave  behind, 

More  glorious  ones  to  face ; 
His  cheek  is  pale,  his  brow  is  calm. 

His  lips  are  close  and  stern  ; 
And  in  his  eye,  like  beacon  lights. 

The  fires  of  courage  burn. 

"  Now,  captain,  steer  thou  carefully — 

Brave  heart  and  steady  hand  ! 
Charybdis  sly  and  Scylla  bleak. 

Luring  and  threatening  stand  !  " 
But  answer  makes  he  none ;  his,  hand 

Is  firm  upon  the  helm, 
And  not  a  sea  that  rocks  the  world 

That  noble  ship  could  whelm. 
"  Captain,  beware  the  rocks  !    "Beware  ! 

Steer  for  the  open  more  !  " 
"  Nay,  captain — fierce  the  gale  outside  ! 

Run  closer  to  the  shore !  " 
Still,  still  they  cry ;  he  answers  not : 

Heavy  and  dark  the  night ; 
But  lo  !  within  the  troubled  east 

A  star  is  rising  bright. 
"Captain,  I  know  the  course!    Trust  me!" 

One  pilot  makes  appeal ; 
"Nay,  nay,"  another  boldly  cries, 

"Captain,  give  me  the  wheel!" 
The  captain  neither  heeds  nor  hears. 

His  gaze  is  set  afar. 
As  bravely,  calmly,  dauntlessly. 

He  follows  one  white  star. 

— Exchange, 


The  excessively  cold  season,  says  the  New  York 
Sun,  has  had  a  curious  effect  upon  the  salt  water 
ee's.  It  is  their  custom  in  winter  to  bury  them- 
selves in  the  sand  or  mud  below  high  water  mark 
and  there  hibernate.  This  winter  the  frost  has 
been  so  keen  for  weeks  at  a  time  that  the  surface 
of  the  wet  sand  has  become  a  sheet  of  ice  directly 
the  water  ebbed  away.  Probably  this  has  had 
the  effect  of  partially  depriving  the  buried  eels  of 
air,  and  the  fear  of  death  by  asphyxiation  has  sent 
them  scurrying  out  into  the  open,  where  they  meet 
with  imraediace  paralysis  from  the  cold.  The 
appearance  of  the  beach  on  some  cold  mornings 
has  been  remarkable.  Thousands  of  eels  from 
thirty  to  seventy  inches  in  length,  each  one  about 
as  brittle  as  an  icicle,  and  stretched  out  as  straight 
as  a  stick,  lie  about  or  stand  upright  from  the  sand 
for  a  good  third  of  their  length.  Carts  and  wheel- 
barrows, as  well  a^  boats,  have  been  filled  day  after 
day,  and  the  available  markets  for  fresh  eels  were 
long  ago  glutted.  Skinning,  salting,  and  smoking 
have  given  employment  to  many  who  otherwise 
would  have  been  idle. 

♦  *  ♦  *  * 

The  question  which  suggests  itself  is :  Do  these 
eels  hibernate  naturally  when  they  experience  cold 
beyond  a  certain  point,  or  is  the  condition  noted 
that  of  temporarily  suspended  animation,  the  fore- 
runner, or  preliminary  stage,  of  death  ?  For  it  is 
certain  that  the  eels  are  not  really  dead.  The  return- 
ing tide  bears  them  on  its  surface  at  first,  as  though 
they  were  lifeless ;  but  after  a  few  minutes  f hey 
wriggle  about  a  little,  and  soon  they  dive  below, 
slowly  and  carefully,  but  very  much  alive.  The 
fishermen  usually  make  things  certain  by  chopping 
off  the  heads  of  their  captured  fish  before  they 
thaw  them  out.  Apparently  no  one  has  ever  taken 
tho  trouble  of  deciding  whether  the  fish  were  frozen 
through  and  through,  so  that  there  could  not  be 
any  little  stream  of  life  kept  in  motion  in  the  interior 
of  tiieir  bodies  by  ever  so  slight  a  circulation. 


Too  late  for  cltkssification  the  following  note 
arrived  from  W.  H.  Barber,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Anilers' 
Benevolent  Society  : — "Under  the  genial  presidency 
of  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  the  prize  distribution  passed 
off  very  successfully ;  practically  all  the  prizes 
were  received  in  time,  and  the  lucky  winners  seemed 
well  pleased  with  the  handsome  array  displayed  for 
their  selection.  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  the  following  donations — £2  lis.,  Ealing  A.S. ; 
£4  l(»s..  Park  A.  S. ;  £1  14s.  4d.,  Upton  Park. 
Members  are  reminded  of  the  general  meeting  on 
Monday,  June  27,  at  8.30  for  9  p.m.  sharp,  at  the 
Bald-Faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury.  Any 
suggestions  for  the  advancement  of  the  society  will 
be  cordially  welcomed." 


Scene  :  A  well-known  riverain  Berkshire  (not 
many  miles  from  Newbury).  There  are  three 
actors  in  this  little  drama,  whom  I  will  call  "  A," 
"B,"  and  "  C."  "A"  is  a  member  of  the  club 
water  ;  "  B  "  (friend  of  "  A")  who  knows  all  about 
American  fishing;  "A"  catches  a  few  small 
fish  and  returns  them.  "B,"  not  satisfied  with 
his  flies,  suggests  the  use  of  brighter  colours 
— say  red,  which  he  attaches  to  his  cast.  Not 
satisfied  with  red  he  tries  blue.  After  fishing  for 
some  time  and  catching  no  fish  he  feels  certain 
that  it  is  the  green  fly  which  is  wanted. 
"C"  passing,  "A"  and"B"  asks  "What  luck?" 
"Two  and  a  half  brace  on  a  Green-well's  Glory." 
"  B,"  turning  to  "A,"  remarked,  "I  told  you  it  was 
a  green  fly  that  was  wanted."  I  am  having  some 
green  Greenwell's  made. 


Mr.  Lloyd  Price,  of  Bala,  sends  the  following 
telegram: — "May  Fly  now  well  up  on  Bala  lake. 
Anglers  should  book  for  Bala  without  delay. 
Hotels ;  Lion,  Bull,  Goat.  Plenty  of  boats  avail- 
able ;  bring  blow  lines." 


A  Sea  Shell. 

It's  small  and  frail  and  dainty. 
And  when  the  sunshine  plays 

Upon  it  bright,  it  shimmers 
With  opalescent  rays. 

Enamelled  by  the  moonbeam. 

It  murmurs  of  the  sea, 
Interpreting  its  music 

Ajid  all  its  witchery. 

So  delicate  its  beauty. 

Of  carven  curve  and  line. 
It  seems  a  wistful  fancy 

Wind-fa3hioned  of  the  brine. 

— Philadelphia  Ledger. 


Mrs.  Stubbs  :  "  John,  what  in  the  world  are  you 
doing  with  those  boxing  eloves  in  one  hand  and  the 
remnants  of  dinner  in  the  other?"  Mr.  Stubbs: 
"  Maria,  there  is  a  tramp  downstairs  who  says  he  ia 
looking  for  scraps.  I  want  to  be  certain  which  kind 
he  means." 


Mr.  G.  C.  Hills  writes  from  the  Rose  and  Crown 
Hotel,  Harnham,  Salisbury,  as  follows: — "On  Sun- 
day evening  Mr.  Jameson  (a  well-known  local 
•angler)  landed  a  fine  trout  of  5Jlb.  after  half  an 
hour's  exciting  sport.  The  fiah  are  rising  well  in 
this  district." 


This  is  the  latest  brain  worrier  sent  by  Mr.  W. 
Hoarder,  of  Plymouth: — Seven  boys  had  a  basket 
of  oranges  each  to  sell.  They  all  agreed  to  sell 
them  at  the  same  rates.  No.  1  had  20  ;  No.  2  had 
40;  No.  3  had  60;  No.  4  had  80;  No.  6  had  100; 
No.  6  had  120;  No.  7  had  140.  They  all  sold  their 
oranges  and  all  brought  home  the  same  amount  of 
money.  Query,  at  what  rate  were  the  oranges  sold? 
»  *  *  »  * 

Now,  as  the  coarse  fishing  season  has  commenced, 
there  will  be  very  little  spare  time  for  mental  or  any 
other  arithmetic,  but  the  answer  is  very  simple — 
tryit.  Remember  "oranges"  not  "eggs"  weresold. 
This  makes  all  the  difference  in  the  cast'  up.  We  all 
remember  the  incorrect  answer  to  a  problem—  (it 
was  a  question  of  whiting) — and  the  excuse  was  that 
the  mathematician  had  worked  it  out  as  mackerel ! 
»  »  •  *  * 

I  shall  not  try  to  solve  the  orange  query,  as  my 
figures  were  all  wrong  last  week  m  recording  Mr. 
Walton's  catch  of  pollack.  "  Two  rods ;  threo 
hours  ;  fifty-two  fish  to  each  rod  ;  one  fish  every 
two  minutes."  Not  two  fish  every  minute  !  Weh, 
even  one  fish  averaging  OJlb.  every  two  minutea  on 
a  merry  sand-eel  would  quite  satisfy 
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must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 


FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last  at 
the  headquarters,  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided.  The 
balance-sheet  for  the  half  year  was  passed.  The 
mq^t  important  business  brought  before  the  notice 
of  the  meeting  was  the  item  regarding  the  forth- 
coming annual  contest.  Several  places  were  placed 
before  the  meeting,  but  in  the  end  Abingdon  was 
the  place  selected  by  a  majority  of  thirty 
votes.  The  amount  of  money  devoted  for 
prizes  also  took  up  a  considerable  amount  of  time, 
but  in  the  end  it  was  decided  to  give  £100  for 
money  prizes.  Several  new  clubs  were  admitted 
and  accepted  by  the  meeting.  As  Abingdon-on- 
Thames  is  a  very  popular  resort  for  our  members, 
I  have  no  doubt  in  saying  that  this  will  be  a  record 
gathering  of  the  elans  of  the  Birmingham  anglers. 
The  place  is  one  of  those  that  once  visited  it 
remains  in  the  memory  for  years  to  come.  By 
the  time  that  these  notes  are  in  print, 
the  open  season  willl  be  upon  us,  but  I  hope 
that  our  members  will  be  sportsmanlike  so  as 
to  return  to  the  water  all  fish  that  have 
not  recovered  from  their  spawning.  I  have  heard 
of  some  very  good  accounts  from  the  Stratford  and 
Worcester  canals.  The  fish  are  so  far  in  good  con- 
dition and  will  be  worth  attention  in  the  near 
future.  Titford  Pool  has  been  restocked  with  a 
large  number  of  roach,  perch,  and  tench,  and  from 
what  I  hear  they  are  in  good  condition  and  doing 
well.  Trout  fishing  has  been  very  quiet  all  round 
on  account  of  the  cold  nights  and  mornings.  As 
these  notes  leave  we  are  having  a  cold  east  wind 
with  rain. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

By  the  time  these  notes  are  in  print  the  coarse 
fishing  season  will  have  been  inaugurated.  There 
could  not  have  been  a  better  spawning  season. 
Dredging  and  weeding  have  been  going  on  in  the 
Witham,  and  preparations  made  for  an  early  com- 
mencement amongst  the  bream.  Roach  are  more 
forward  in  the  tributaries  than  in  the  main 
stream.  The  Forty-foot,  although  low,  is  in  good 
condition.  From  nearly  all  parts  of  the  distiict 
come  encouraging  reports,  and  a  good  season  may 
therefore  be  confidently  anticipated. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Some  very  good  trout  have  been  picked  up  here 
and  there  on  both  the  river  Hull  and  Driffield 
Canal  during  the  past  week  or  so,  and  in  splendid 
condition.  In  the  flempholme  district  of  the  river 
coarse  fish  are  to  be  seen  in  shoals,  and  evidently 
are  in  very  nice  condition  after  their  spawning 
operations.  By  this  week-end  sport  should  be 
first-class,  both  on  the  river  and  its  tributaries, 
for  the  waters  are  all  in  first-class  condition. 
Flounders  have  been  providing  good  spoit  of 
late  in  the  tidal  waters  of  the  river,  and  large 
roach  and  other  fish  are  on  the  rise  in  all  directions. 
Reports  from  the  Ancholme  and  Ludd  are  also  very 
promising  for  the  coming  season.  The  Louth  and 
District  held  a  social  meeting  on  Monday  evening, 
and  presented  their  secretary  with  a  gold  watch,  in 
recognition  of  his  valuable  services. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

On  Monday  heavy  rain  fell,  and  things  livened 
up  a  bit,  especially  on  the  streams,  and  some  good 
trout  have  been  killed.  Mr.  R.  Gamett,  Kendal, 
had  thirty  fine  fish  on  Monday  on  the  Kent,  and 
Mr.  CrosMley  sixteen  on  the  same  day  and  stream, 
and  other  baskets  up  to  a  dozen  were  pretty 
frequent.    Prospects  for  day  fishing  are  good. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Farnworth  District  A. A.  have  decided 
to  fish  their  challenge  cup  match  in  the  Moss 
Reach  length  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  on  July 
0.  The  Bullin  is  still  in  condition  and  fishing  well, 
especially  with  the  fly.  Next  Saturday  the  Warrington 
Anglers'  Association  are  promoting  nn  open  match  in 
the  Bridgwater  Canal  at  Ix)ndon  Bridge  on  behalf  of 
the  stocking  fund.  The  Robin  Hood  Angling  Society, 
Clifton,  have  arranged  contests  for  June  5,  in  private 
waters;  July  9  at  Monton;  and  Aug.  20  at  Althoipe. 
In  their  opening  match  last  Saturday  the  winners 
were  H.  Howarth,  F.  Cooper,  W.  Halliday,  N. 
Nightingale,  W.  Gibson,  J.  Gee,  and  F.  Barrett. 
At  Liverpool  thintis  continue  to  be  enthusiastic  and 
interesting.  Judging  by  the  rate  they  are  adding 
members  to  the  different  clubs,  the  army  of  anglers  in 
this  city  will  soon  be  a  large  one.  To-day  (Saturday) 
a  lot  of  our  county  rods  will  bo  busy^in  getting  in  a 
first  day  amongst  coarse  fish,  rnany^in  important 
contests.  "*  ^ 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Of  course  the  leading  item  in  this  city  is  the 
opening  day  of  the  coarse  fishing  season.  Our  men 
have  been  patiently  waiting  for  this  day,  and  now 
that  it  has  come  they  are  all  impatient  to  be  off, 
and  to-day  (Saturday)  they  are  sure  to  turn  out  in 
large  numbers.  Many  will  be  seen  at  Worsley  in 
the  open  match  piomoted  by  the  West  Salford 
Anglers'  Association.  Probably  a  few  may  be 
found  at  Brigg  next  Monday  (June  20)  in  the 
open  match  promoted  from  Sheffield  by  Mr. 
LockwooJ,  at  least  they  contemplate  going.  The 
Ardwick  Angling  Society  have  arranged  to  visit 
BoUington  on  June  19  for  a  social  contest,  and 
Burscough  Bridge  on  September  4  for  their  annual 
match.  The  Union  Chapel  Angling  Society  are  out 
to-day,  June  18,  at  Bollington,  fishing  a  match. 
After  an  exciting  and  keen  competition  the  George 
Angling  Society  Challenge  Cup  was  awarded  on 
Saturday  last  (trout  only)  to  C.  Whitehurst  for  the 
second  time.  The  medals  go  to  Messrs.  Whitehurst, 
Charlesworth,  and  Fallows. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  coarse  fish  angling  season  opened  on 
Thursday,  and  prospects,  so  far  as  the  Trent  is 
concerned,  are  unusually  promising.  At  the  time 
of  writing  the  river  was  running  in  extremely  low 
volume,  and  presenting  endless  attraction  to  those 
of  the  craft  who  make  a  feature  of  stream  fishing 
with  the  caddis  grub  and  gentle.  Since  our  last 
report  a  few  lots  of  trout  have  been  caught  on  the 
Dover  Beck  and  Greet  (lower  sections),  and  odd 
specimens  are  reported  to  have  been  taken  at  the 
mouths  of  both  tributaries.  Many  trout  fishers 
will,  however,  soon  lay  aside  their  tackle  in  order 
to  pay  attention  to  the  ordinary  angling  in  the  main 
river.  Coarse  fish,  generally,  have  done  well  during 
the  spawning  season,  and  hundreds  of  chub,  barbel, 
and  loach  are  now  located  in  the  rapids  for  the 
purpose  of  "  scouring."  It  is  to  these  early  votaries 
should  give  preference,  employing  the  lightest 
possible  tackle,  consistent,  of  course,  with  durability. 
On  Tuesday  the  funeral  took  place  at  the  Church 
Cemetery,  Nottingham,  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wood,  who 
for  many  years  had  rented  the  celebrated  waters  at 
Weston  and  King's  Mills.  The  deceased  died  on 
June  10,  in  his  eightieth  year.  He  was  a  keen 
angler,  and  landed  large  numbers  of  salmon  at 
King's  Mills  when  these  fish  were  so  plentiful  in  the 
Trent  in  the  eighties. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  on  the  whole  has  been  good  for 
angling,  except  for  the  bitterly  cold  nights ;  and  it 
was  little  good  fishing  after  sundown  in  the  evening. 
There  has  been  a  good  show  of  May  Fly  this  week, 
but  the  trout  were  by  no  means  keen  on  them,  nor 
have  they  taken  any  bait  well,  and  no  good  catches 
are  recorded.  The  best  sport  has  been  had  with  the 
minnow.  The  rivers  are  now  low  and  clear,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  a  capital  coarse  fish 
season,  which  opens  this  week.  All  the  clubs  are 
busy  preparing  lor  their  several  competitions.  The 
Worcester  City  Club  opens  the  ball  on  Thursday 
(June  16)  on  their  club  water.  Lower  Teme,  and  a 
big  muster  is  expected. 

NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

The  Connaught  lakes  afforded  fine  sport  on  days 
that  were  overcast,  and  the  takes  had  on  the  prin- 
cipal rivers  in  this  province  were  well  up  to  the 
average.  At  time  of  writing  it  is  raining  heavily, 
and  if  the  rain  proves  to  be  general  good  sport 
should  be  had  all  round,  especially  at  salmon,  wtiich 
are  reported  numerous  at  all  the  principal  fishing 
centres  in  the  country.  Rock  fishing  has  given  good 
results  at  several  places  on  the  Cork  and  Kerry  coasts. 

North  of  Ireland. 
Dapping  is  in  full  swing  on  the  Erne,  the  Green 
Drake  being  well  up  on  the  river  and  its  tributaries. 
The  mountain  tarns  above  Belleek  are  affording 
good  sport,  the  brown  ranging  from  lib.  to  31b. 
One  angler  caught  over  fifty  trout  in  three  days 
on  Incheen,  and  on  Columbkille  another  angler 
creeled  five  fish,  averaging  over  21b.  each.  On  the 
main  river  and  streams  some  very  big  fish  were 
taken.  For  instance,  John  Slaven,  eight  fish,  181b., 
?leaviest,  81b.;  D.  Dolan,  four,  151b.,  heaviest,  4Jlb.; 
Rev.  P.  Maguiro,  four,  heaviest,  4  Jib.;  Mr.  Cripps, 
nine,  from  21b  to  41b. ;  and  so  on.  Black  Fly  fishing 
is  now  on  over  the  East  Tyrone  streams,  particularly 
on  those  streams  where  the  rise  of  the  Green  Drake 
is  poor. 


NEW  PISCATORIAL  PATENTSj 
The  following  particulars  are  specially  compiled 
by  Messrs.  Hughes  and  Young,  Patent  Agents,  56 
and  56,  Chancery-lane,  London,  E.G. 
10,056.    John  Edmund  Hiridon  Hyde,  70,  Chancery- 
lane,  London.    Improvements  in  hooks 
tised  for  fishing. 


^ofc5  from  t^)e  Woxif). 


There  is  a  regular  slump  in  angling  just  now 
owing  to  tho  severe  drought,  the  easterly  winds,  and 
overnight  frosts.  Plenty  of  fish  however,  and  when 
a  break  does  come  sport  will  be  good. 

Clear-water  wormers  are  tho  only  anglers  making 
baskets,  bar  those  angling  tide  streams  or  fishing  in 
the  dusk. 


H.R.H.  Princess  Victoria  has  come  north  for 
summer  trouting  on  the  Muick,  Loch  Mwick,  and 
adjoining  waters.  With  a  modest  establLshment, 
she  has  taken  up  her  quarters  at  Altnaguibsach 
Lodge,  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Muick,  and  is  making 
baskets  of  four,  five,  and  six  dozen  daily  on  the 
Muick. 


The  trout  here  are  small  natives  of  the  mountain 
burn  order,  but  clear  as  the  waters  they  swim  in 
and  game.  They  seldom  weigh  more  than  four  to 
the  pound,  yet  they  are  fully  matured. 

On  the  loch  they  run  heavier  and  average  three 
to  the  pound.  There  has  been  no  attempt  at 
artificial  stocking  as  there  is  no  need  for  it.  It  was 
on  the  Muick,  under  the  guidance  of  Sandy  Camp- 
bell, one  of  the  royal  keepers,  that  I  made  my  record 
life's  basket  of  156  fish  in  one  day.  That  was 
twenty -five  years  ago. 


For  comparatively  free  fishing,  the  Deveron  at 
Huntly  is  a  good  place  to  go  to.  The  Huntly  Hotel, 
Limited,  and  the  Strathbogie  Hotel  both  cater  for 
anglers.  Their  charges  are  about  £3  3s.  per  week, 
and  the  water  costs  3s.  per  day  or  10s.  per  week. 
It  is  well  worth  it. 


The  well-known  naturalist,  Mr.  J  A.  Harvie- 
Brown,  Denny,  is  presently  on  a  scientific  tour  in 
the  North  of  Scotland  preparing  a  second  edition 
of  his  "  Fauna  of  Sutherland  and  Caithness." 


The  salmon  fishings  on  the  east  coast  have  been 
very  light  now  for  some  three  weeks  past,  nor  have 
the  grilse  made  any  effective  show.  The  season, 
however,  is  yet  young,  and  July  is  really  the  grilse 
month  in  the  earlier  rivers. 


A  man  was  convicted  in  Aberdeen  last  week  for 
neglecting  his  wife  and  family.  In  the  witness-box 
his  wife  said  he  had  tried  poaching  for  salmon ;  but 
he  was  even  too  lazy  to  be  a  success  at  that. 


An  Aberdeen  trawler  last  week  landed  the  record 
catch  of  sixty-five  tons  of  fish;  yet  trawling  does 
not  pay.  No  ;  there  is  over  production,  and  prices 
are  too  low  for  the  expenses. 


The  Alake  of  Abeokuta,  who  is  on  a  visit  to  this 
country,  comes  to  Aberdeen  this  week  or  next  to 
study  the  fishing  and  the  building  industries.  Sir 
William  MacGregor  has  arranged  the  matter,  and 
ex-Lord  Provost  Mearns,  of  Aberdeen,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Fishery  Board,  takes  Alake  in  hand.j 

If  time  permits  he  will  run  up  to  Balmoral  to  see 
the  King's  Highland  home,  and  as  the  only  sport 
there  just  now  is  salmon  angling  he  may  have  a  run 
with  a  ten  or  twelve  pounder,  if  Grant  should  be 
lucky  enough  to  hook  one. 


Charlie  Blacklaws,  Carlogie,  had  a  Gib.  grilse  the 
other  week.  It  was  in  the  baggit  stage  with  an 
abnormally  developed  roe.  while  at  the  same  time  a 
new  and  additional  roe  was  in  the  process  of  forma- 
tion. It  had  gone  back  to  the  sea  without  spawning, 
for  it  was  otherwise  in  perfect  condition  in  shape  of 
head,  colour,  and  edible  qualities. 


The  best  grilse  flies,  judging  by  their  popularity 
with  anglers,  are  the  Jock  Scott,  Loggie  (that  is, 
Gordon),  Jeannie,  Blue  Charm,  Green  Unarm,  Silver 
and  Blue  (that  is,  the  Blue  Doctor),  Sir  Richard, 
Hare's  Ear,  March  Brown  (male  and  female),  and 
if  none  of  these  fetch  them  then  nothing  else  will. 

We  are  doing  our,  level  best  to  send  up  repre- 
sentatives from  Deeside  (prolessional)  to  try  con- 
clusions in  casting  at  the  Crystal  Palace  Tour- 
nament, but  the  heavy  expense  is  in  the  way  of  the 
real  professional  gillie. 


When  the  proprietor  fishes  the  water  himself, 
and  takes  an  interest  in  his  man,  the  matter  is 
quite  different ;  but,  pray,  where  is  that  nowadays 
when  tenants  and  sub-tenants  come  and  go  by  the 
score,  and  leave  nine  out  of  every  ten  disgusted 
and  disappointed  at  the  sport  {sic)  they  have  met 
with  ?  However,  we  will  see  what  can  be  done  to 
meet  the  case.  SrECiAL  Scotch. 


— — T 
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AM^GrLERS'   HOTELS,   FISHINO   QUARTERS,  &c. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Eailways," 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot." 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  the  most  beautiful  (.-orners  in  England. 
"A  charming  spot  to  visit." 

Fishing  now  open  on  Lake  and  Stream. 

Fly  Fishing  (strictly  reserved)  ou  about 
one  mile  of  river. 

Several  fine  Trout  up  to  3  lbs.  caugbt 
this  seasosi  to  date. 

May  Fly  novr  on  water. 

GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  residents  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Eesidence  from  31  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  AU  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Room  U  now  added 
to  the  Hotel.   

Telegrams :  Gkiffiths,  JfRBNSHAH  Pond.Churt. 

Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS.  Proprietor. 

OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

JRendon,  JSiddlesex, 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water. 
Vresh  stocked.  360  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SizKs  uir  FISH : 


Pike,  18  Inch. 
Chub,  7  Inch. 
Budd,  6  inch. 
Tencb,  8  inch. 


Bream,  10  Inch. 
Dace,  6  Inch. 
Perch,  8  Inch. 
Gudgeon,  1  inch. 


Coarse  Fishing  ojiened  on  June  15. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL 

KINCSBDIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Rudd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  7«.  6d.  per 
day,  Winter ;  8».  6d.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scores  of  big  lish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  Vli  lbs. 
Good  sea  flshlrg. 

W.  VICKBIIT,  Proprietor. 
THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD. 

Old-established  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  6s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C..  &c.— Address  Propriktor. 


BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Angling  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM, 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Neldbe,  Proprietor. 


THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address:  "  Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams: "Hotel  Glyn."  Station:  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 


Free  Fishing  on  Loughs  Mask  and  Corrib. 

Salmon,  Ti-ont,  I'lk(t,  urid  Ijukc  (iilaron  ;  nja;;- 
nitlcent  lake  sc<!nery,  nnsiM  jiassed  in  any  |>ai  t  of 
Ireland  ;  Midland  Great  Western  Railway 
.Station,  Ballinrobe  (5  miles),  or  daily  steamer 
from  Gal  way  lands  passengers  within  one  mile  of 
hotel  ;  two  mails  daily  1  telegraph  station. 
Board,  £2  10».  per  week.  Clean,  comfoi  table, 
no  overcrowding.  Boat  and  two  men  6s.  per 
day.  Lakes  strictly  pjeserved.— .T.  B.  O  Donohoe, 
Carlisle  \xxah  Hotel,  Cong,  Ireland. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST. 


The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 

En   Pension   QTespms   only   lOa.   6d.   a.  da.y. 

NO  EXTRAS. 


ONLY   SIX   HOURS   FROM  r^ONDON; 

Post  and  Telegraph  :  "  Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHINC. 


FORTH  HOTEL, 


ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.    FREE  to  Visitors.    135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caught  last  season.    Allsopp's  Burton  Alos  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

T'i(^ture.S(|nely  silnated  on  West  Coast,  and  in  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriad.s  of  .seafowl.  'I'liis  Hotel  has  considerable  very  .superior  and  varied  fishing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  eonmiunication  within  easy  distance.  Route :  Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  per  daily 
couch  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badcall  3  miles  distant. 


SEA  FISHING. 


KXTEtfSiriS   BOATING   AND  HIRING. 


N.B. — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


NEW    FISHING  ACQTJIREO. 

CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Pbopeiethess. 


LYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

LYNMOUTH,  DEVON. 

Uurivalled  for  its  home  comforts  and  excellent  cuisine,  and  stands  in  an  ideal 
positioA.     Good  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Deep-Sea  Fishing.    Boats  and  men  kept. 
Sanitary  arrangements  perfect.    Charges  strictly  moderate. 
Telegrams — "  Valley,  Lynmouth." 

CECIL  N.  SEVAN,  Proprietor. 


Please  note  address. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

Within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.    Hotel  tariff  moderate. 

T.  NAUGHTOV.  Proprietor. 


WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

HAWES. 

1 3  miles  g-ood  Trout  Fishing" 

on  River  Yore  and  tributaries.  Day 
tickets,  2/- ;  weekly,  5/- ;  season,  10/-. 
Good  Accommodation  and  Posting. 
Near  Golf  Links.    Terms  Moderate. 

ARTHUR  COMFORT,  Proprietor. 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutberlandsliire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutherland,  in  one  of  the  best  districts  of  that 
famoii.s  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  tinest  scenerj'  of  the  Highlauds.  Splendid 
.Salmon  and  Brown  Trout  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  e.isy  reach  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  ou  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Resort,  with 
Monntain  and  .Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  ami 
piivate  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegraph 
OtHce  and  Resident  Doctor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INGHNADAMPH  HOTEL 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  June  and  July,  at  10s.  per 
rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Fishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route — Rail 
to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor, 


RAILWAY  HOTEL 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Be>t  Free  Fl«hlng  lor  Tront, 
PlKe  and  Perch,  la  the  West  of  Ireland— Lough* 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1*  mflei 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  bli  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourists.  Cater- 
ing and  ao3ommodatlon  the  very  best.  T«nns 
on  appllcatlor.   Special  to  a  Party. 

  T.  8TAHKKR8,  Proprietor 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  TROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FISniN(J  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  CuUcn,  Derry- 
maimin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  .£4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
Hsliing  from  the  one  boat,  £3  5».  each  i)er  week  ; 
that  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Simdays  for  the  boat  or  men.— Apply  to  the 
Proprietoi-,  T.  CLARKE. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Fishing,  White  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing.  The  (Jweedore  River  and  famous 
Loughanure.  The  Hotel  is  on  the  very  brink  of 
River  and  within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the  best 
Salmon  Pools.  A  two-horse  Wagonette  leaves 
the  Hotel  every  morning  for  the  Lake.  A  new 
wing  was  added  to  Hotel  with  bathroom  and 
lavatory  complete.  Vei-y  Moderate  Terms.  Apply, 
PROPRIETOR.  THE  HOTEL, 

Vrolly  Jtfidye,  (-iweedore. 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 
SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROUT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  <fec.  New 
Fish  Hatchery  in  operation. 

Anglers'  Board,  9».  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  &s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5».  per  day.  Cheaper  Augling 
terms  on  Upper  Water. — Address  Mana«kress. 

This  Hotel  and  Business  FOR  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Residential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodorgan,  Anglesey. 

CORONT  X^AKS. 

Tlie  above  is  the  best  in  North  Wales  for  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lake).  Can  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  or  Bait.  Boats  thoroughly  up-to-date 
and  free  to  Anglers.  Sail  or  row  boats.  Perch, 
Roach,  Sea  and  River  Trouting  within  easy 
distances.  Cuisine,  Wines,  &c.,  of  best  quality. 
Terms  moderate. 

JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 


THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Fero.x .  Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs. 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISHING   FBBB.  I'OSTINO. 

Mrs.  MACKAV. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  present 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Royal 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  &c. ,  &c.  Fiist-class  for  anglers.  Good 
boats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casts 
on  the  River  Moy.   With  Free  Salmon  Fishing. 

G.  MURTAGH,.  Proprietor. 


CULJfLG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route — Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MaoBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &o. 
Wires;  "Gulag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE. 
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SALMON  FISHERIES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT^, 
1828  TO  1868,  AND  THE  SALMON  AND 
FRESHWATER  FISHERIES  ACTS,  1861 
TO  1892.   

Unclean  and  Unseasonable  Salmon  Smolts 
OB  Salmon  Fry. 

Undeb  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts  it  is 
provided  that:  Any  person  who  fishes  for,  takes, 
attempts  or  assists  to  take,  or  who  buys,  sells, 
exposes  for  sale,  or  has  in  his  possession  any  unclean 
or  unseasonable  salmon  or  sea-trout  is  liable  to  a 
penalty  not  exceeding  £5  for  each  fish,  and  the 
forfeiture  of  the  fish.  A  penalty  not  exceeding  £5 
is  also  imposed  on  every  person  who  shall  buy,  sell, 
expose  for  sale,  or  have  in  his  possession  any  smolt, 
young  of  salmon  or  sea- trout.  Notice  is  hereby 
given  that  all  consignors,  consignees,  receivers  of 
and  dealers  in  unclean  or  unseasonable  salmon,  saa- 
trout,  smolts,  or  young  of  salmon  and  sea-trout,  or 
any  person  who  contravenes  any  of  the  above- 
named  Acts,  and  more  particularly  the  Act  entitled 
"  The  Salmon  and  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  1892," 
will  be  prosecuted. — By  order, 

J.  Wrench  Towse, 
Clerk  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Fishmongers. 

Chief  Office,  Fishmongers'  Hall,  London ;  Ofi&ce 
in  Scotland,  24,  Charlotte-square,  Edinburgh. 
February,  1904. 


LOUGH 


ARROW  FISH  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 


Mr.  Geo.  Achbson.  hon.  sec.  of  the  Lough  Arrow 
Preservation  Society,  writes : — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  enclose  you  copy  of  our  state- 
ment of  accounts  for  1903,  and  considering  that 
the  society  is  only  about  six  months  old,  it  has 
been  well  supported,  and  we  are  having  excellent 
sport  on  Arrow.  W^e  hope  to  increase  our  staff  next 
season,  and  be  able  to  show  better  results  each 
year. 

"  You  will  confer  a  favour  on  our  society  if  you 
will  kindly  publish  the  account  in  your  valuable 
paper,  and  much  oblige  yours  truly, 

"Geo.  Acheson,  Hon.  Sec." 

The  following  is  the  report  referred  to:— 

"  Lough  Arrow  was  for  some  years  under  the 
protection  of  the  Boyle  Fvih  Preservation  Society, 
but  that  society  having  withdrawn  its  support 
and  dismissed  its  bailiffs  on  Aug.  1,  1903,  the 
ownerj  and  anglers  interested  in  the  preservation 
of  trout  formed  themselves  into  a  committee, 
and  having  obtained  the  necessary  legal  authority, 
proceeded  to  collect  funds  and  to  appoint  inspectors 
and  water  bailiffs,  with  a  view  to  preventing  the 
destruction  of  spawning  trout.  The  committee 
take  this  opportunity  of  returning  their  hearty 
thaaks  for  the  generous  donations  already  received, 
and  trust  that  anglers  and  those  interested  in  sport 
on  Lough  Arrow  will  continue  to  give  the  society 
their  support.  Subscriptions  will  be  gladly  received 
by  the  president,  or  any  member  of  the  committee. 

"J.  P.  Gethin  (Colonel), 

"Ballindoon,  "President. 
"  May  20,  1904." 

[The  statement  shows  £44  9s.  received,  and  a 
balance  in  bank  of  £14  18s.  after  paying  expenses. 
I  hope  the  new  society  will  be  well  supported. — Ed.] 


"BLUE-JACKET  SPIRIT"  IN  JAPAN'S 
NAVY. 

One  important  point  in  regard  to  the  Japanese 
navy  concerns  what  Diosy,  in  The  New  Far  East," 
calls  the  "  Blue-jacket  Spirit,"  a  "  scarcely  definable 
something"  that  is  hard  to  describe  in  words,  but 
that  shines  forth  in  every  word  and  deed  of  the 
officer,  the  sailor,  the  marine — the  esprit  de  corps  of 
the  personnel  of  the  Japanese  navy.  This  spirit  he 
finds  only  in  the  British,  Japanese,  and  United 
States  navies. 

And  we  cannot  refrain  from  quoting  the  same 
writer's  paragraph  of  summary  as  follows  : — 

"  Japan  possesses  all  the  elements  of  .sea  power  : 
swift,  powerful  ships,  adapted  to  the  work  they  are 
intended  for,  numerous  good  harbours,  excellent 
coal  in  abundance,  capital  facilities  for  the  repair  of 
her  vessels,  and  the  necessary  plant,  constantly 
augmented  and  improved,  for  building  new  ones. 
Her  naval  organisation  is  wise  and  efficient,  her 
administration  services  are  thorough  and  honest ; 
her  naval  officers  are  gallant,  dashing,  and  scien- 
tifically trained,  and  the  armament  they  control  is 
of  the  latest  and  iKjst  pattern.  Strong  in  ships, 
strong  in  guns,  Japan  is  stronger  still  in  the  factor 
without  whicli  ships  and  guns  are  useless — '  the 
man  bohind  the  giin.'  " — From  "  A  Handbook  of 
Modem  Japan,"  by  Ernest  W.  Clement. 


betters  to  tbe  lEbitor. 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  CorrespondentSi] 


EARLY  SEA-TROUI  IN  RIVERS. 
Dear  Sir, — You  have  drawn  my  attention  to  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  May  28.  I  am  in  no  respect 
going  to  dispute  words  spoken  by  Professor  Dahl, 
nor  even  the  supplementary  ones  of  Mr.  Calderwood, 
and  I  propose  (but.  with  modifications)  to  grant 
(1st)  that  the  young  of  sea-trout  having  gone 
down  to  the  tidal  water  at  least  (if  not  to  the  true 
blue  water)  as  smolts  (or  as  "yellow  fins,"  of  Allan 
Water,  Stirlingshire)  do  again  move  up  out  of  the 
said  tidal  water  into  absolutely  fresh  water,  and 
when  there — that  is,  in  the  latter — they  may  not,  or 
do  not,  put  on  flesh  or  increase  greatly,  or  at  all, 
in  sizej  But  during  their  short  (first  ?)  residence  in 
tidal  water  they  may  have  (have  ?)  increased  in 
size  and  put  on  flesh  there,  so  as  to  show  as  fish 
up  to  ilb.  or  fib.,  which  are  usually  recognised  as 
"  finnocks  "  or  "  whitlings." 

(2nd)  That  they  do  not  spawn  then,  but  again 
return  to  the  tidal  water,  and  coma  up  as  true 
finished  grilse  of  the  sea-trout.  Had  they — as  true 
salmon  do — really  descended  to  true  blue  water, 
then  I  cannot  but  believe  they  would  have  returned 
the  second  time  to  fresh  water  as  adult  sea-trout 
with  an  increase  of  size.  Indeed,  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  this  increase  does  take  place,  as  we  have 
always  found  an  intermediate  size  between  what 
we  considered  "  finnocks  "  of  ^1b.  tu  fib.  and  what 
we  have  been  accustomed  to  consider  are  adult  sea- 
trout  of,  say,  21b.  to  larger.  This  intermediate  is 
just  to  lib.  or  to  l^lb. — possibly,  as  said,  larger  in 
some  streams. 

(3rd)  I  agree  with  Mr.  Marston  that  if  the  above 
be  granted,  then  "starved  finnocks"  are  the  direct 
consequences,  and  therefore  these  should  not  be  killed 
any  more  than  kelts  should  be  killed,  nor,  indeed, 
any  more  than  brown  trout  should  be  killed  in 
Scotland  before  they  are  in  a  recovered  condition. 
(Many  baskets  of  301b.  or  401b.  of  Deveron  brown 
trout,  for  instance,  are  killed,  but  few  are  eaten, 
except  by  the  pigs.  Many  are  called,  but  few  are 
chosen  for  the  table  by  the  expert  anplers  who  fish 
the  "earlier"  reaches  of  the  Deveron  in  March  and 
April.  Personally,  I  have  put  back  many  pounds 
weight  of  trout  caught  on  Deveron  in  April,  and 
later  even  in  late  seasons.) 

But  to  return :  Prof.  Dahl  and  Mr.  Calderwood 
use  the  expressions  "return  to  the  sea  "  and  '*  after 
a  second  short  period  of  good  feeding  in  the  sea 
they  reascend,"  etc.  Here  I  would  take  a  slight 
exception.  Do  they  descend  then  to  the  true  blue 
sea  or  only  to  tidal  water  ?  How,  if  so,  can  it  be 
proved  in  rivers  with  long  tidal  estuaries,  like  the 
Forth,  Tay,  Ythan,  that  they  do  dsscend  to  the  true 
blue  water  ?  We  know  that  S.  eriox  on  the  West 
Coast  burns  do  descend  ''slap  into  the  brine"  at 
once,  so  to  speak,  where  there  are  no  tidal  estuaries, 
as  I  have  seen  kelted  black  fish  of  Clb.  weight 
caueht  in  the  sea  close  to  the  burn-mouths  with  a 
sand-eel  or  phantom. 

The  facts  known  about  natural  position  or 
sequence  or  development  of  species,  as  enunciated 
by  Darwin,  point  to  the  sea-trout  being  more  of 
an  estuarial  "go-between  "  than  a  fully-developed 
species,  between  brown  trout  and  salmo  salar.  But 
however  this  may  be,  the  one  thing  I  contend  for 
is — brown  trout  should  not  be  slaughtered  when  out 
of  condition,  sea-trout  "  finnocks  " — whether  these 
be  in  the  grilse  stage  or  simply  not  in  condition — 
"starved,"  as  Mr.  Marston  puts  it — ought  not 
to  be  destroyed,  and  kelts  of  all  sorts,  male  or 
female,  black  or  "out  of  condition" — "starved" — 
should  not  be  killed  whilst  on  their  descent  to  the 
sea,  which,  in  the  West  of  Ssotland  and  the  isles,  is 
a  progression  not  completed  till  the  end  of  June  nor 
before  the  first  real  floods  and  spring  tides  of  July 
have  commenced. 

I  distinctly  hold  that  the  best  proof  of  a  pudding 
is  in  the  eating  thereof,  and  if  "  expert  "  "  early 
anglers  "  (?)  will  kill  loaded  ba.sk3ts  full  of  kelts,  or 
immature  fishes,  or  "starved"  trout,  or  sea- trout, 
they  should  eat  them,  having  them  cooked  in  the 
only  really  good  legitimate  ways— for  preference  as 
a  test  of  quality,  plain  boiled  ;  or  if  a  salmon,  served 
in  his  own  "  broe  "  (Anglice,  stewed  or  boiled  in  his 
own  pot-juice,  or  as  in  Scottish,  "  broth")  or  fried, 
or  potted  like  "soused  mackerel,  or  herring,  or 
char,"  or  brandered  or  dry  roasted,  or  "  rizzored,"  as 
we  speak  of  "  rizzored  or  brandered  haddock."  If 
under  these  conditions  of  cooking  our  "early 
trouter"  does  not  relish  his  fishes,  he  should  send 
them  to  his  friends  (Lord  ha'  mercy  on  them),  and 
tell  them  to  cook  them  with  cranberry  sauce,  stew 
them  in  champagne  or  Malmsey,  fillet  them  in  thin 
bacon,  or  serve  them  in  pickle  like  Peregrine,  "after 
the  manner  of  the  ancients,"  by  breathing  assafoetida 
or  garlic  upon  them.    And  finally,  if  they  do  not, 


Oveh  then,  efijoy  thorn,  tell  thorn  to  tell  their 
early  trout-fishing  friends,  "  For  Heaven's  sake,  kill 
no  more !  " — Yours,      John  A.  Habvie-Beown. 
Larbert,  N.B. 


FISHING  IN  NORMANDY. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  Mr.  Arthur  App'in's 
inquiry  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  .June  4,  I  could 
recommend  in  Normandy  either  Dieppe  or  Martin- 
Eglise,  near  Dieppe,  as  a  fishin'.;  centre.  By  st  lying 
at  the  Grand  Hotel.  Dieppe  (owner,  Mr,  Ducondort), 
one  gets  free  trout  fishing  (only  artificial  fly  allowed) 
on  the  hotel  watorjabout  two  kilometres  and  a  half 
long  on  the  river  Varennes,  between  th"?  villages  of 
Arques  and  Martigny  ( Arques  is  ten  minutes  by  rail 
from  Dieppe). 

If  another  hotel  is  chosen  in  Dieppe,  or  Lecourt's 
charming  little  inn  at  Martin-Eglise  on  the  riverside, 
a  daily  5f.  ticket  enables  one  to  fish  on  the  aforesa'd 
fishing  (Martin-Eglise  is  ten  minutes  by  rail  from 
Dieppe  and  only  two  kilomi-tres  by  road  from 
Arques). 

Quite  near  Martin-Eglise,'on  the  river  Arques,  a 
few  season  tickets  at  50f.  each  are,  I  believe,  still 
obtainable  from  two  small  fishing  clubs  who  have 
rented  between  four  and  five  kilomi'tres  on  the 
riverside.  The  Arques  here  is  broad  and  deep,  and 
no  restriction  is  placed  on  minnow  and  worm 
fishing. 

Any  further  information  could  easily  be  obtained 
from  the  secretary  of  the  Societ6  des  Peiheurs  a  la 
Ligne  pour  Dieppe  et  Iss  Environs,  Mr.  M.  H. 
Morgan,  7  Quai  Berigny,  Dieppe. 

I  enclose  copy  of  a  notice  recently  put  up  at  the 
principal  hotels  in  Dieppe,  and  showing  a  jmething 
of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  association. — Yours 
truly,  Etienne  Mallet, 

President  de  la  Soci6t6  des  Pejheurs  a  la  Ligne 
pour  Dieppe  et  les  Environs. 
37  Ruo  d'Anjou, 
Paris. 

[Here  is  a  copy  of  the  notice  kindly  s^nt  by  M. 
Mallet.— Ed.] 

Dieppe  Fishing  Association. 

Chairman,  Etienne  Mallet,  37  Rue  d'Anjou, 
Paris  ;  vice-chairman,  G.  Ducondert,  Grand  Hjtel, 
Dieppe ;  treasurer,  Ddlarne-Graverend  and  Co., 
Dieppe;  secretary,  Mr.  M.  H.  Morgan,  7  Quai 
Berigny,  Dieppe. 

Anglers  staying  in  Dieppe  and  fishing  the  Arques 
and  Martin-Eglise  waters  are  reminded  that  the 
preservation  against  poaching  of  the  district  around 
these  two  villages  has  been  thoroughly  taken  in 
hand  by  the  association. 

Two  keepers  have  been  engaged  and  are  doing 
excellent  work  ;  a  third  keeper  would  be  very  useful, 
as  also  a  certain  amount  of  restocking  with  yearling 
trout. 

All  anglers  desirous  of  giving  help  to  this  under- 
taking can  do  so,  either  by  becoming  members  of 
the  association  and  paying  a  yearly  subscription 
(the  subscriber  himself  naming  the  amount) — 
minimum  3f.,  maximum  500f. — or  at  the  end  of  his 
visit  at  Dieppe  by  sending  a  contribution  to  the 
treasurer  or  secretary.  All  necessary  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  secretary,  Mr.  M.  H. 
Morgan,  7  Quai  Berigny,  Dieppa. 

(Signed)  Etienne  Mallet,  Banker, 

The  Chairman. 


MR.  DA  VIES'  NEW  SPINNING  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  particulars  of  the  above  are  not 
very  plain,  and  possibly  some  of  your  readers  might 
be  glad  of  more  information.  Is  the  needle  fixed  to 
the  gut  in  any  way  ?  if  not,  when  the  bait  is  taien 
by  a  fish,  I  should  fancy  it  would  be  lost.  I  am 
afraid  1  do  not  quite  understand  how  the  needle  is 
fixed,  or  the  tail  of  the  bait  kept  out  at  an  angle, 
unless  the  need  e  is  bent  in  tne  bait.  From  a 
spinner's  point  of  view,  I  do  not  much  like  the 
bend  in  the  bait  depicted  in  your  sketch.  I  always 
think  a  perfectly  straight  bait,  with  the  tail  only 
bent,  is  much  the  best.  No  doubt  the  hooks  being 
on  the  outside  of  the  curve  increases  the  chance  of 
hooking  a  fish.  I  should  like  to  have  more  par- 
ticulars of  the  flanges  on  the  spring  clips,  and  how 
they  are  fixed  and  jet  kept  loose. — Vours  truly, 

J.  B.-L. 

[The  needle  is  securecl  to  the  gut  at  the  point,  as 
shown  in  the  illustration. — Ed.] 


ANGLING  ON  LOUGH  CORRIB. 
Dear  Sir, — Fishing  with  the  May  Fly  during  the 
week  ending  June  1 1  has  been  excellent,  and  there 
is  every  probability,  now  that  rain  has  fallen,  that 
it  will  go  on  improving  every  day.  One  very 
healthful  sign  is  the  large  number  of  small  troiit 
that  have  been  caught,  varying  from  ilb.  to  Jib. 
Upwards  of  twenty  boats  have  been  out  djdly,  and 
thn  exception  is  for  any  boat  to  come  in  with  leaa 
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than  a  dozen  trout,  some  with  as  many  as  twenty 
to  twenty-seven. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Court,  on  June  7,  caught  thirteen 
trout,  weighing  201b.  Mr.  Gascoigne,  on  June  11, 
caught  seven,  weighing  IGlb.  Capt.  E.  Anketell 
Jone?  caught  151b.  before  breakfast  one  morning, 
creeling  twenty-seven  trout  for  the  whole  day. 
Mr.  Doig  during  the  week  creeled  eighty-one  trout, 
weighing  64|lb.  Colonel  Banks  had  sixty-four 
trout,  weighing  52|lb.  One  angler  remarked  that 
if  he  had  walked  through  a  London  street  with  the 
string  of  fish  he  had  caught  that  day,  that  half 
London  would  have  been  here  before  the  end  of  the 
week.  Several  salmon  have  been  hooked  on  the 
"dap,"  and  it  is  the  exception  for  any  boat  to  come 
in  without  having  two  or  thres  trout  from  31b.  to 
51b.  weight  each.  As  I  stated  in  my  last  week's 
letter,  the  dapping  season  has  only  commenced,  and 
continues  right  on  to  the  end  of  September,  being 
almost  better  at  the  end  of  the  season  than  at  the 
beginning. 

The  record  of  the  catches  made  by  the  visitors 
staying  at  the  Anglers'  Hotel  will  no  doubt  be  ssnt 
to  you  as  usual  by  the  manager.  The  visitors  at 
the  other  hotels  —  namely.  Murphy's  and  the 
Railway — have  done  equally  well,  especially  those 
at  the  former. — Yours  truly,  S.  B.  D. 

Oughtcrard. 

BENWYAN'S  ALDER. 

Dear  Sib, — I  notice  that  "Benwyan's"  dapping 
notes  make  mention  of  a  successful  form  of  imita- 
tion alder  for  late  evening  fishing,  but  he  does  not 
add  any  descriptive  particulars.  Of  course,  every 
angler  ha?  a  perfect  right  to  keep  his  own  dodges  to 
himself,  but  should  the  omission  of  detailed  descrip- 
tion have  been  accidental,  I  am  sure  your  readers 
would  like  to  know  particulars  if  "  Benwyan"  cared 
to  make  them  known. — Yours  truly, 

Harry  R.  Douglas. 

["Benwyan  "  will,  I  am  sure,  give  the  infortaa- 
tion  Mr.  Douglas  asks  for,  as  he  is  always  giving 
some  useful  "  tip  "  from  his  long  experience. — Ed.] 

AN  AMERICAN  SALMON-ROE  FISHERM.4N. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  James  Watt  invites  Mr.  E.  M. 
Tod  to  answer  him  concerning  his  (Mr.  James  Watt's) 
use  of  salmon-roe  when  fishing  for  the  steelhead  in 
California.  He  tells  us  that  the  steelhead  will  not 
take  any  kind  of  fly  "  unless  baited,"  and  then  says 
(sarcastically)  that  perhaps  Mr.  Tod  could  get  these 
steelheads  to  rise  and  take  a  "  feathered  hook,"  but 
that  experts  who  do  try  come  away  humbled  by 
fai  ure. 

Would  Mr.  Tod,  he  then  asks,  forego  the  pleasure 
of  trout  and  salmon  fishing  in  case  the  fishes 
positively  refused  to  take  a  fly  at  any  season,  but, 
on  the  other  hand,  could  be  tempted  to  sample  a 
bait — ^pawn  not  excepted  ? 

H=>  is  evidently  unaware  that  I  belong  to  "  the 
wel  fly  school,"  who  (in  Scotland),  when  trout  do 
not  take  the  fly  wdll,  betake  themselves  to  the  clear- 
water  worm,  creeper,  etc.,  but  draw  the  line  at 
salmon-roe  as  a  bait,  and  properlv  so,  since  it  is  an 
unsportsmanlike  lure  and  illegal  inside  of  "his  dear 
little  isle"  for  many  obvious  reeisons. 

Mr.  Watt  i-3  "  a  law  unto  himself  "  and  *'  a  terror 
to  evildoers  " — that  is,  steelheads  who  won't  take 
a  fly  "unless  it  is  baited!"  Question:  When  is  a 
fly  not  a  fly  ?  Answer :  When  it  can  take  a  rise 
out  of  a  steelhead,  for  the  fly  then  is  merely  a  bait 
with  a  few  confounded  feathers  added,  which  are 
decidedly  de  trop  in  Mr.  Steelhead's  esteem. 

And  then  Mr.  Watt  proceeds  to  take  a  rise  out  of 
me,  but  I  fancy  he  has  not  risen  sufficiently  early 
in  the  morning  to  succeed  absolutely.  That  he 
thinks  he  has  me  "on  toast"  is  evident  from  the 
words  by  which  he  winds  up  his  letter — namely, 
"Now,  Mr.  Tod,  be  careful !  " 

All  through  his  letter  I  seem  to  see  a  sportsman 
trying  to  excu  e  himself  for  the  use  of  salmon-roo 
as  a  bait  even  for  the  steelhead.  Permit  me  to  say 
that  I  should  like  to  have  the  opinion  of  others 
who,  unlike  mysplf,  have  fished  for  the  steelhead  in 
California,  rnd  if  it  is  quite  conclusively  proved  that 
they  do  not  rise  to  the  fly  in  fresh  and  brackish 
waters,  I  should  try  to  "  extirpate  the  vipers," 
instead  of  which  they  are  being  introduced  into 
England  and  carefully  reared  for  the  purpose  of 
sport.    This  needs  tliinking  out. — Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  ToD, 


FISHING  ON  THE  NORFOLK  BROADS. 
Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Mr.  Dacres, 
should  have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  suitable 
boat  for  the  purpose  he  names  at  a  cost  of  from 
£3  to  £5  weekly  according  to  size.  As  regards  tackle 
and  methods  of  fishing,  a  good  deal  depends  upon 
whether  Mr.  Dacres  and  his  friends  intend  confining 
themselves  to  fishing  in  the  river,  as  on  the  Broads 
proper  (particularly  Barton  and  Hickling)  it  is 
necesaary  to  adopt  the  "far  ofi'*  principle  when 


fishing  for  bream,  otherwise  the  results  will  be 
meagre. 

For  my  own  part  I  prefer  to  fish  the  river,  as  I 
find  that,  though  I  may  not  make  so  heavy  a  bag 
as  on  some  occasions  I  have  done  on  the  Broads,  I 
have  had  fewer  disappointing  days. 

I  would  certainly  advise  anyone  who  intends 
visiting  the  Broads  to  read  Mr.  Christopher  Davies' 
"  Handbook  of  the  Rivera  and  Broads  of  Norfolk 
and  Suflolk,"  published  by  Messrs.  Jarrold  &  Son". 
It  is  full  of  good  information,  and  is  moreover 
excellent  reading. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  add  that  I  shall  be  most 
happy  to  answer  any  inquiries  by  post,  and  to  give 
any  angler  the  benefit  of  a  twelve  years'  fishing 
experience  of  these  waters. — Yours  faithfully. 

Ivy  House,  H.  Haedy. 

Horning,  Norfolk. 

THE  CHARMS  OF  DONEGAL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sure  the  charming  article  on 
CO.  Donegal  by  our  old  friend  Philip  Geen,  coupled 
with  the  "Notes  on  Natural-Fly  Fishing"  by 
"  Benwyan,"  will  give  many  of  your  readers  not 
only  the  fishing  fever  but  a  longing  to  visit  the 
scenes  described  by  your  two  such  able  writers,  and 
I  can  thoroughly  endorse  all  that  has  been  said,  both 
as  regards  the  natural  charm  of  the  neighbourhood 
and  the  splendid  fishing  to  be  obtained  for  practically 
no  expense. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who  contemplate  spending 
alioUday  in  co.  Donegal,  I  feel  sure  they  could  not 
do  better  than  visit  Lough  Melvin,  where  the  fishing 
is  practically  free. 

As  regards  myself,  I  often  visit  the  lough,  and 
stay  with  my  old  friend,  Pat  Magonigle,  Dernasser, 
Lough  Melvin,  Ballyshannon,  who  bubbles  with 
true  Irish  humour,  and  is  a  born  fisherman.  He  has 
two  splendid  boats  on  the  lough,  and  both  he  and 
his  son,  Barney,  know  every  inch  of  the  fishing 
ground.  His  cottage  is  about  three  hundred  yards 
away,  and  his  daughter,  Bridget,  who  looks  after 
the  visitors,  must  have  had  a  good  schooling  in 
catering  for  fishermen,  as  I  have  always  found  her 
luncheons  most  appetising. 

Lough  IMelvin,  being  nine  Irish  miles  from  Bally- 
shannon, it  is  next  door  to  impossible  to  have  the 
usual  luxuries  obtainable  in  a  town,  and  I  must 
impress  on  intending  visitors  that  they  must  be 
prepared  to  rough  it,  and  seek  their  pleasures  in 
fishing  and  the  usual  fare  which  Irishmen  look  so 
hearty  on.  But  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  send  before- 
hand a  box  of  useful  commodities  in  the  tinned 
line, .etc.,  and  a  round  of  pickled  beef,  also  a  boiled 
ham.  The  latter  sounds  somewhat  out  of  place, 
seeing  it  is  the  hind  portion  of  Paddy's  pride  ;  but 
I  must  admit  I  prefer  the  hams  obtained  in 
Enaland.  And  if  he  will  take  everything  as  it 
comes,  I  can  promise  a  most  enjoyable  holiday. 

Apart  from  Lough  Melvin  and  its  fishing,  the 
Erne  gives  splendid  river  fisliing,  and  sea  fishing 
can  be  obtained  at  Bundoran,  which  is  becoming 
quite  a  fashionable  seaside  resort ;  both  are  within 
driving  distance,  so  things  can  be  varied  somewhat. 

There  are  cheap  bookings  on  most  of  the  lines  to 
Ballyshannon,  and  if  my  friend  Pat  is  advised 
beforehand,  he  will  S9e  that  a  jaunting-car  awaits 
yonr  arrival  to  convey  you  to  Dernasser. 

Do  not  forget  to  call  on  M.  Rogan  &  Sons,  Bally- 
shannon, for  a  few  flies  suitable  for  the  lough,  and, 
above  all,  have  a  chat  with  the  old  gentleman, 
whom  I  consider  one  of  the  best  fly  dressers  known. 

As  regards  the  fishing  it  would  be  impossible  to 
say  too  much  in  its  favour,  and  when  the  fish  are 
taking  excitement  runs  high,  for  your  fish  can  be 
anything  up  to  81b.  or  101b.,  although  81b.  is  the 
heaviest  I  have  caught. 

About  August  it  is  splendid  sport  fishing  with 
the  Daddy  Longlegs — which  is  fished  similarly  to 
the  May  Fly — -two  being  impaled  upon  the  hook 
and  allowed  to  drift  over  the  rising  fish.  How  true, 
and  yet  how  difficult  to  carry  out,  is  "  Benwyan's  " 
advice — namely,  to  count  one,  two,  or  one,  two, 
three,  on  seeing  a  rise  before  turning  the  wrist  to 
strike,  especially  so  in  Daddy  Longleg  fishing.  Still, 
it  is  the  only  way  to  secure  a  good  basket  when 
natural  fly  fishing. 

In  conclusion,  I  shall  only  be  too  glad  to  give  any 
information  to  your  readers  who  may  desire  to  spend 
a  rough  and  tumble  holiday  in  this  delightful 
locality,  which  would  prove  both  health  giving  and 
enjoyable. — Sincerely  yours,      Leaster  Dixon. 

(i,  Ribble-terrace, 
Settle,  Yorks. 

[Will  Mr.  Dixon  kindly  say  if  an  artificial  Daddy 
Longlegs  is  ever  used,  and  how  long  the  Daddy 
season  lasts  ? — Ed.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SCOTLAND  WANTED. 

Dear  Sib, — In  reply  to  "Hare's  Lug,"  I  think 
your  correspondent  "Heatherbell"  would  put  him 
in  the  way  of  what  he  requires.   I  know  ho  did  in 


my  case,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  thank  that 
gentleman  for  his  valuable  advice,  and  his  kindness 
to  me  I  can  never  repay. — Yours  truly, 

Glasca. 


MESSRS.  HARDY'S  EXHIBIT  AT  THE 
CRYSTAL  PALACE. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  notice  of  our  exhibit  at  the 
Crystal  Palace  a  couple  of  slight  inaccuracies  have 
crept  in  ;  the  featherweight  rod  we  are  exhibiting 
is  only  3oz.  14dwt.,  and  the  Halford  rod,  by  a 
printer's  error,  appears  as  the  "Peerless";  this 
should  be  "  Priceless."  We  have  now  made  arrange- 
ments with  the  authorities  whereby  prospective 
clients  may,  if  they  wish,  try  our  rods  on  one  of  the 
lakes  in  the  grounds,  about  five  minutes'  walk  from 
our  stand. — Yours  truly,  P.  Alison. 

(P.p.  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros.) 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED  WITHIN  [FIFTY 
MILES  OF  CORK. 

Dear  Sir, — It  is  my  intention  to  have  a  short 
holiday  in  the  South  of  Ireland  this  summer.  Cir- 
cumstances necessitate  my  landing  at  Queenstown, 
and  a  slender  purse  will  prevent  me  from  wandering 
very  far  from  that  port.  I  write  to  ask  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  can  give  me  information  as  to 
the  possibility  of  trout-fishing  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Cork,  or  within,  say,  a  radius  of  fifty  miles,  so 
that  the  place  could  be  easily  reached  in  a  day's 
cycle  ride.  Particulars  as  to  the  best  flies  to  take 
with  one,  and  the  address  of  hotel,  farm,  or  private 
house  where  board  and  lodging  would  be  provided 
for  self  and  companion  at  moderate  charge  would 
be  very  welcome. 

At  present  we  think  of  going  in  the  middle  of 
next  month,  presuming  that  fly-fishing  will  be 
better  then  than  later  on.  If  this  be  not  so,  perhaps 
you  could  give  us  a  hint  of  the  best  time  to  go. 

Allow  me  to  express  my  appreciation  of  your 
journal.  I  am  only  a  recent  convert  to  the  "  gentle 
art,"  but  have  already  found  your  paper  valuable 
in  many  ways. — Yours  truly,  Philo. 


PEVENSEY  BAY. 

Dear  Sir, — Being  a  constant  reader  for  twenty 
years  of  your  Fishing  Oazelte,  I  should  like  to  ask 
through  your  paper  for  any  information  regarding 
Pevensey  Bay — what  kind  of  place  is  it  for  sea 
fishing  ?  also  are  there  good,  private,  inexpensive 
apartments  to  be  had  ? — Yours  truly, 

W.  Bbown. 

[I  fear  there  is  not  much  sea  fishing  in  Pevensey 
Bay.  There  is  some  bass  fishing  occasionally  off 
Eastbourne  and  Beachy  Head.  As  I  have  not  been 
there  for  some  years,  I  hope  some  reader  who  knows 
Pevensey  will  answer  this  question. — Ed.] 


TROUT  OR  COARSE  FISHING  NEAR 
IPSWICH. 

Dear  Sir, — Wishing  to  combine  some  fishing 
with  my  holidays,  and  having  to  spend  two  or  three 
days  at  Ipswich,  could  any  of  your  readers  suggest 
Fome  good  trout  or  coarse  fishing  to  be  had  direct 
from  Ipswich  without  returning  to  London  ?  Would 
prefer  daily  ticket  if  not  too  expensive. — Youra 
truly,  CoLiNE. 


SHOOTING  LODGE  AND  TROUT  FISHING 
WANTED  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  Fishing  Gazette  is,  I  am  glad 
to  know,  widely  circulated  in  Ireland,  might  I  ask 
if  any  of  your  numerous  readers  there  could  put  me 
in  the  way  of  getting  a  small  shooting  lodge,  say, 
one  h'ving,  three  or  four  bedrooms,  kitchen,  etc., 
and  good  mixed  grouse  and  snipe  shooting,  particu- 
larly the  latter,  and  a  trout  river  at  or  near.  I 
would  give  a  rent  of  from  £100  to  £200  a  year. 
Information  wiU  be  thankfully  received  by — Y'oura 
truly.  Mallard. 


[FISHING  IN  NORMANDY'  AND  BRITTANY. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  correspondent  who  asks  about 
the  above  will  find  some  information  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  May  21,  page  343.  But  I  hope  some 
correspondent  who  has  recent  personal  information 
will  reply. — Yours  faithfully,    Chas.  A.  Payton. 


FISHING  N'EAR  SALTBURN.  ■ 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  glad  if  you  or  some  of 
your  readers  could  tell  me  if  there  is  any  fresh- 
water fishing  (trout  or  otherwise)  to  be  had  at  or 
near  Saltburn,  and  if  it  is  free,  or  from  whom  to 
obtain  permission  or  tickets.  I  expect  to  spend  the 
last  week  of  July  and  first  week  in  August  there, 
and  should  like  to  get  some  fishing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood if  possible. — Yours  truly,      H.  W.  E. 

(Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 
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Salmon  from  Norway. 

On  June  16  I  received  a  telegram  from  Mr. 
Edward  Sturdy  from  BoLstad,  Norway,  dated  June 
16,  in  which  he  said,  "  Forwarded  j'esterday  391b. 
salmon,  due  London  Friday  afternoon."  The  fish 
was  delivered  at  my  ofRce  early  Saturday  morning. 
It  was  in  grand  condition,  as  fre.sh  as  when  caught — 
a  beautifuUy-shapedhenfish,  weightjustimderSOlb. ; 
80  it  had  lost  very  little  on  the  journey.  Since  this 
,-was  written  I  have  received  the  following  note  from 
Mr.  Sturdy: — 

"  BoLstadoren,  Bergen,  June  15,  1904. 

"  My  dear  MiVRSTON, — Please  accept  a  salmon 
my  wife  caught  late  last  night  on  a  7-0  Gordon, 
which  should  travel  by  the  boat  of  to-day  to  New- 
castle. 

"  Its  length  is  44|in.  and  its  weight  39Ib.  The 
Fishing  Gazette  table  of  weights  for  length  gives 
391b.  as  the  -weight  of  a  fish  of  45in.,  .so  this  one  is  a 
fraction,  circa  one  psr  cent.,  above  par.  So  great 
is  the  faith  of  my  people  in  the  scale,  that  when  the 
gillie  with  the  gafE  handle  had  taken  the  length  and 
I  had  told  them  that  45in.  were  needed  for  a  normal 
39-pounder,  neither  he  nor  another  attendant,  nor 
the  captress  herself,  had  the  slightest  expectation 
that  the  fish  would  weigh  4r>lb.  That  figure  was 
not  even  mentioned  by  one  of  us. 

"  The  first  fish  taken  on  my  water  was  a  29- 
pounder,  on  .June  6,  a  trifle  earlier  perhaps  than  an 
average  ;  but  the  run  has  Vjeen  very  small  and  sport 
very  bad,  worse  I  fancy  than  for  several  seasons.- 
Other  neighbouring  rivers  have  also  fished  badly, 
and  the  netsmen  have  })een  getting  very  few,  so  the 
outlook  is  little  cheerful.  This  report,  mind,  only 
refers  to  this  South  Bergenhus  province.  Of  others 
I  have  no  knowledge  ;  but  if  the  netting  be  as 
severe  elsewhere  a.s  here,  sport  can  scarcely  be  good. 
The  nets  increase  every  year,  and  I  expect  no 
change,  save  for  the  worse,  until  the  catch  does  not 
pay  the  labour. — Yours  sincerely, 

,  "  Edward  Sturdy." 

Mrs.  Sturdy  must  have  had  grand  sport  with  such 
a  fine  fi.sh  ;  its  flavour  was  excellent.  Caught  late 
on  Tuesday  night  in  Norway  and  in  London  early 
on  Saturday  morning  is, pretty  quick  work.  Am 
sorry  to  hear  the  outlook  for  sport  is  not  better. 

In  a  cable  message  since  received,  and  dated 
June  22,  Mr.  Sturdy  says: — "A  week  of  gales, 
rain,  and  floods.  Sport  better,  but  fiah  not 
plentiful'   Salmon  of  431b<  and  451by  landed.'' 


May  Fly  on  the  Itchen. 

Mr.  W.'  Baden-Powell,  K.G.,  had  a  funny  experi- 
ence with  the  May  Fly,  as  described  by  him  in 
a  recent  Field.  When  the  trout  are  getting 
fastidious  as  regards  the  May  Fly,  I  have  often 
found  a  Cinnamon  Sedge  tempt  them,  fished  dry, 
but  it  was  a  large  Sedge.  Here  is  what  Mr.  Baden- 
Powell  says  :— 

"  Generally  I  am  not  quite  of  the  belief  that  the 
most  successful  fly  to  put  up  is  a  close  imitation  of 
the  fly  on  the  water  :  a  change  may  prove  tempting. 
But  what  did  I  hear  about  colour  being  of  no 
account,  but  size  everything '/  Well,  in  any  cas?, 
Itchen  trout  were  not  following  that  school  the 
other  day.  May  Flies  were  coming  along  in  goodly 
numbers.  I  tried  several  patterns,  straw  bodies, 
white  and  speckled  wings,  brown  and  summer  duck, 
etc.,  without  a  touch.  I  then  caught  several  May 
Flies ;  found  all  were  very  green  in  wing  and 
almost  green  in  body.  In  my  box  I  found  one, 
and  only  one,  green  fly,  an  excellent' imitation  of 
the  fly  coming  down.  On  he  went,  and  up  came 
the  trout  time  after  time,  till  one  beast,  having 
walked  me  about  a  bit,  went  away  without  leave 
to  exhibit  the  deceit  of  man  to  his  friends.  Was 
this  not  colour  ?  The  other  flies  were  about  as 
good  looking,  and  were  of  similar  size.  But  then, 
as  to  size,  there  was  nothing  going  but  May  Fly. 
and,  as  I  had  lost  my  green,  and  they  refused  to 
taste  the  straws,  I  put  up  a  Wickham,  and,  seeing 
a  sitter  taking  May  Flies,  I  laid  the  fly  just  above 
him,  and  he  took  it  with  a  gluttonous  gulp,  and 
well  into  his  tongue.  Astoundingly  fat  was  this 
trout's  'little  Mary.'  So  I  cut  it  open  afterwards, 
and  found  him  full  of  May  Flies.  I  weighed  them 
— l^oz.,  a  shade  under.  But  size,  and  fly  on  the 
water!  He  took  a  Wickham,  and  I  know  there 
was  not  another  Wickham  on  all  that  water  ;  I  was 
the  only  rod.  But  it  was  painful  to  see  how  the 
trout,  who  ought  to  have  been  keeping  up  the 
traditions  of  the  ancient  Itchen,  neglected  the  feast 
which  Saint  Winchester  was  setting  before  them ; 
they  let  the  flies  sail  by  in  dozens  after  taking  one. 
What,  then,  was  the  use  of  casting  the  artificial  to 
a  risen  fish  ?  The  really  active  feeders  were,  of 
course,  under  size  limit,  and  very  provoking  it  was 
how  nearly  they  came  to  size.  As  an  instance,  one 
day  I  landed  and  had  to  return  eleven.  I  measured 
each,  and  they  ranged  between  lOJin.  and  IHin., 
and  they  looked  mature  fish,  not  at  all  like  growing 
fish  ;  but  the  orders  were  nothing  under  12in.  *  So 
they  went  back,  having  had  a  lesson  not  to  take  a 
fly  in  future,  but  more  safely  to  feed  on  the  bottom  ; 
and,  who  knows,  possibly  to  educate  other  fish  to 
beware  of  the  dangers  of  feeding  on  surface  food  of 
any  kind.    '  Once  bitten  twice  shy.' 

"W.  B.-P.'^ 

Flashing  Fly  Rods. 

Mr.  .W.  Baden-Powell,  K.C.,  in  his  letter  last  week 
quoted  from  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell's  remarks 
on  the  disadvantages  of  using  a  glittering  fly  rod, 
and  added  that  Mr.  Pennell  "  ad-vises  a  dull  green." 
But  Mr.  Pennell  did  not  do  so.    He  said  : — • 

"  I  have  had  my  own  rods  '  stripped,'  and  all  the 
varnish  absolutely  taken  off.  Messrs.  Foster  make 
a  modified  varnish — or,  rather,  varnishes — intended 
to  effect  the  object,  which,  to  some  extent  only,  they 
do — the  dark  green  the  most ;  but  with  three 
actual  rod- joints  before  me,  two  of  them  dressed 
with  these  varnishes,  and  one  with  no  varnish  at  all 
— it  is  any  odds  on  the  last.'" 

It  is  quite  clear  that  Mr.  Pennell  prefers  no  varnish 
at  all,  green  or  any  other  colour. 

Mr.  E.  F.  Payne's  Split  Cane  and  Kosmic  Rods. 

In  the  Fishing  Gazette  ot  April  16  I  published  a 
list  of  prizes  won  at  the  last  New  York  fly  and 
bait  casting  toupnament,  and  in  the  list  as  gent 
me  Mr.  Abercrombie,  who  won  many  prizes,  was 
also  credited  -with  making  the  rods.  It  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  letter  that  the  actual 
maker  was  Mr.  E.  F.  Payne,  of  Highland  Mills, 
Orange  County,  New  York,  and  I  am  glad  to 
publish  his  letter  in  justice  to  him:  — 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
April  16  the  list  of  makers  of  rods  that  won  prizes 
at  the  tournament  held  in  Madison  Square  Garden 
in  February  and  March  of  this  year.  I  wish  that 
you  would  have  the  kindness  to  state  in  your 
valuable  paper- that  E.  F.  Payne  was -the  maker 
of  the  rods  that  Mr.  Abercrombie  >won  nineteen 
prizes  Vith";  also  the  maker  of  the  Kosmic  rod 


that  won  two  prizes.  If  there  be  any  question  as 
to  my  claim  or  statement,  I  am  ready  to  send  you 
a  certified  copy  of  the  original  orders  given  to  me 
by  Mr.  Abercrombie  for  these  rods  which  your 
article  credits  to  him,  and  which  I  am  informed  he 
has  never  claimed  to  have  made,  or  was  cognisant 
of  the  article  in  your  paper.  There  were  other 
prizes  won  in  this  tournament  liy  my  rods  in 
addition  to  those  for  which  you  gave  me  credit  in 
the  article.  I  enclose  my  business  card,  showing 
that  I  am  the  maker  of  the  Kosmic  rod.  Kindly 
give  this  as  conspicuous  a  place  in  your  paper  as 
that  given  the  article  I  referred  to,  and  greatly 
oblige,  yours  truly,  "  Edw.  F.  Payne, 

"  Highland  Mills,  Orange  County, 
"N.Y.,  U.S.A. 

"  May  18.". 

Why  Won't  those  Big  Trout  Feed  ?— The 
Best  Leather  Sole  for  Brogues  is  a  Wooden  One ! 

This  question — like  the  famous  "Why  won't  the 
men  propose  ?" — is  easy  to  ask,  but  not  so  easy  to 
answer.  I  wish  we  could  get  Mr.  Wbeeley  and 
other  Thames  trout  anglers  on  the  side  of  the 
angels  (that  is,  with  Mr.  Senior  and  the  editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette  !)  to  advocate  the  reduction  of 
the  Thames  limit  to  one  pound  for  trout — then  it 
would  be  worth  -while  to  put  in  two-year-old  fario 
by  the  ten  thousand.  In  a  letter  on  Thames  trout 
Mr.  Wheeley  says :  — 

J'  Prince's-road,  Weybridge. 
"  June  21. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Marston, — '  The  reason  why  I 
cannot  tell '  that  the  really  big  Thames  trout  do 
not  take  the  spinning  bait  in  numbers  equalling 
those  of  former  years;  judging  by  my  experience 
of  the  present  year  it  is  abominably  difficult  to  get 
them  to  look  at  any  bait,  spinning  or  live,  and  yet 
one  can  hardly  say  it  is  for  lack  of  fish. 

'*  I  have  steadily  tried  a  brace  of  large  fish  this 
year,  one  of  them  possibly  (and  very  probably) 
twelve  pounds  in  weight,  the  other  about  an  eight- 
pound  fish.  Thpse  fish  have  shown  themselves 
well,  and  have  fed  well,  on  several  occasions,  and 
my  bait  has  been  in  the  right  place  at  the  right 
time  more  than  once,  yet  no  pull!  The  heaviest 
fish  of  the  year  is  generally  killed  on  a  spinning- 
bait,  though  the  live-bait  accounts  for  more  fish  ; 
the  well-sunk  spinning-bait  gets  down  to  the  big 
chaps,  hence  the  result. 

It  is  exciting,  exasperating,  and  puzzling  to  see 
a  big  fellow  feed  vigorously  close  to  one's  bait,  the 
bleak  skipping  for  their  lives,  and  the  water 
showing  a  great  roll  from  the  trout's  movement — 
splash,  '  plop,'  and  the  bleak  is  secured  ;  one  fish 
has  positively  '  wallowed  '  after  the  baits  all  round 
mine  for  several  times,  and  the  pull  has  not  (yet) 
come.    Tight  lines ! 

"  I  have  tried  that  fish  by  live-baiting,  spinning, 
deep,  shallow,  slow,  fast,  and  in  every  way  I  can 
think  of,  and  others  have  done  the  same.  Thames 
trout  do  know  a  bit ;  but  the  chance  is  always 
there,  heace  the  fascination  of  the  sport. 

"The  best  brogues  are  clogs  (another  bull).  The 
wooden  sole  does  not  get  sott,  and  the  copper  toe- 
cap  saves  many  a  nasty  knock  from  stones  and 
boulders,  and  the  metal  rim  on  the  sole  does  not 
slip,  acting  like  the  blade  of  a  skate.  A  Canobie 
clog,  properly  fitted  to  the  foot  with  a  bent  wooden 
(willow)  sdIo,  only  wants  trying  for  wading.  No 
more  sore  feet  or  biuised  toes,  and  one's  heels  can 
be  dug  iuto  loose  gravel,  and  a  far  firmer  foothold 
secured.  Will  '  Glanrhos '  try  clogs  ?  There  are 
no  nails  to  come  out  or  wear  away,  and  the  feet  do 
not  get  sore  or  feel  tender  amongst  the  sharpest 
rocks  and  stones. — Faithfully  yours, 

-"  Charles  H.  Wheeley. 

"  P.S. — I  caught  a  '  wee  troot '  with  cheese  paste 
on  Saturday  last  when  chubbing,  not  in  the  Thames 
though,  and  have  taken  jack  on  this  bait."- 


Trout  Fishing  in  Norway. 

An  Indian  officer  home  for  a  hoUday  would  be 
glad  to  hear  of  someone  willing  to  join  him  in  a 
trout- fishing  trip  to  Norway,  leaving  HuU  on  -lune 
28.  Inclusive  expenses  would  be  under  10s.  per 
diem.  I  am  afraid  the  time  is  too  short  to  allow  of 
arrangements  being  made,  but  I  wiU  gladly  forward 
names  and  addresses  of  any  anglers  who  would  li'ise 
to  communicate  -with  Captain  B.,  possibly  ^\ith  a 
view  to  joining  him  a  Uttle  later. 

R.  B.  Mabstos. 
L-0 
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WHAT  I  SAW  AND  HEARD  WHILE 
POLLACK,    SALMON    AND  TROUT 
FISHING  IN  CO.  DONEGAL." 
By  Philip  Geen; 


{Continued  from  page  40L) 
A'day's  sea-fishing  with  my  son,  and  with  Pat, 
Billy,  and  that  truly  great  sportsman,  the  Teelin 
schoolmaster — given  a  calm  day  for  Bill3^s  sake 
into  the  bargain — is  a  pleasure  to  be  anticipated 
wth  stirrings  of  great  expectations. 

It  was  Saturday,  and  the  barefooted  boys  with 
many  holes  and  coloured  patches  in  their  scanty 
garments  were  boisterously  happy  as  we  passed 
them  en  route  for  Teelin  Pier.  Their  joyous  greeting 
left  no  room  for  signs  of  dread  of  birch  or  irksome 
tasks.  They  whooped  their  loudest  by  way  of 
salutation,  and  the  smile  they  got  in  return  told 
plainly  that  boys  and  master  were  happy  in  their 
everyday  relations. 

This  to  me,  who  have  had  occasion  to  make  a 
lengthened,  loving  fight— not  finished  yet — to 
remain  a  boy  for  boys'  sakes,  was  a  pleasing  sight, 
and  I  turned  upon  the  schoolmaster  with,  "  How 
have  you  managed  this  '!  "  "  I  am  a  father,  Mr. 
Geen,  and  it's  my  children's  love  that  I  shall  crave 
for  beyond  all  other  blessings.  So  I  have  thought 
the  problem  out  how  best  to  get  it,  and,  to  be  sure 
of  my  success,  it's  every  man's  child's  respect  I'U 
strive  for." 

I  have  already  said  that  it  was  to  Mr.  Boyle  I 
was  indebted  for  the  boat  we  used.  On  returning 
it  each  night  we  had  sent  a  few  specimens  of  our 
takes  to  its  owner,  and,  no  doubt,  the  carrier  had 
told  great  tales  of  our  success  and  the  tackle  we 
used.   Hence  his  desire  to  be  with  us. 

On  the  day  previous  to  the  one  of  which  I  am 
writing  I  had  lost  a  bait,  and,  as  it  was  of  a  new 
pattern  and  the  only  one  of  the  kind  that  I  had,  1 
told  Boyle  of  my  misfortune.  With  a  confident 
smile  he  reassured  me,  saying,  "  You'll  soon  have 
it  back,  Mr.  Geen.  I  have  only  to  let  my  boys  know 
you  have  lost  something,  and  they'll  find  it,  what- 
ever it  is,  if  it's  on  land."  His  prophecy  came  true, 
for  on  the  Monday,  while  I  was  fishing  in  the  river, 
a  little  well-fed,  smiUng,  shoeless  Pat  brought  the 
bait  back  to  me. 

Prior  to  our  coming,  sea-fishing  with  rods  was  a 
thing  unknown,  and  the  cleverest  pollack  fisher,  the 
schoolmaster,  got  his  hauls  with  thick  cord  hand- 
lines,  aided  by  keen  study  of  the  fish's  haunts  and 
the  most  favourable  state  of  the  tide  for  each  spot. 
Since  then  he  has  made  a  rod  to  our  pattern.  He 
has  a  fine  line,  and  leads  and  wire  that  will  last  him 
many  a  year. 

ICirk  got  the  preference  in  the  lending  of  a  rod  to 
our  guest,  with  the  plea  that  he  needed  a  few  more 
photos  ;  but,  instead  of  devoting  himself  to  picture- 
gathering,  he  was  pleased  to  teach  the  use  of  winches. 
He  found  his  pupil  apt,  and,  as  the  fish  were  on  the 
feed,  there  was  no  lack  of  opportunity  for  actual 
practice. 

After  Mr.  Boyle's  first  success  we  turned  back  to 
give  the  artist  his  chance  of  taking  a  picture  of 
the  spot. 

Unfortunately,  it  is  as  impossible  for  a  photograph 
to  convey  any  adequate  idea  of  the  grandeur  of  the 
scenery  of  this  part  of  the  coast  as  it  is  for  me  to 
do  so  in  writing.  I  have  seen  big  cliffs  in  the  North 
of  Scotland,  and  I  know  eveiy  indentation  in  the 
grand  cliffs  of  the  North  of  Cornwall  and  of  the 
Scilly  Islands,  but  all  I  have  ever  seen  became  small 
when  looking  up  the  mighty  perpendicular  heights 
of  SUeve  League  or  Teehn  Head. 

Our  learned  companion's  love  was  undisguisedly 
with  his  people  and  the  land  that  gave  him  birth. 
His  every  sentence  breathed  admiration  for  all  we 
Baw,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt,  as  their  faces 
showed  it,  that  he  was  giving  expression  to  the  sen- 
timents of  Billy  and  Pat,  who  were  much  less  fortu- 
nate in  the  gift  of  speech.  They  fairly  beamed  with 
pleasure  as  the  eloquent  exponent  of  their  thoughts 
told  with  vividness  the  many  legends,  stories  or 
fact^,  that  every  point,  recess,  or  cave  were  credited 
with  in  his  wonderful  memory  ;  and  when  he  sang 
a  tuneful  Irish  song  their  faces  showed  that  their 
delight  had  reached  its  highest,  and  they  joined 
heartily  in  the  chorus,  glad  of  such  an  opportunity 
to  relieve  their  pent-up  feelings. 

Chorus. 

"  O  the  Shamrock,  the  green,  immortal  Shamrock  ! 
Chosen  leaf 
Of  bard  and  chief. 
Old  Erin's  native  Shamrock  1" 


Teelin  Head. 


[W.  K.  (if 
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He  told  his  stories  with  such  terseness  and  brevity, 
so  dehcately  intermingled  -with  wit  and  piide,  as 
made  it  impossible  not  to  hope  that  he  had  more  and 
more  in  store.  Now  and  then  a  funny,  laughter- 
making  story,  or  perhaps  a  pathetic  one  (he  Ughtly 
tripped  from  one  to  the  other),  would  be  cut  in 
twain  by  a  wild  Irish  interjection  that  told  of  fish, 
winch,  and  trouble. 

When  the  tide  commenced  to  flow,  as  it  did  about 
eleven,  and  stirred  the  fish  in  earnest,  we  were  both 
so  busy  that  his  stories  became  more  and  more  dis- 
jointed, until  interjections  actually  predominated, 
and  I  could  not  make  head  or  tail  of  what  he  said. 

At  Carrington  Head  the  tide  was  almost  as  much 
as  our  boatmen  could  well  manage,  and  several 
times  when  our  lures  were  just  abreast  the  point  we 
got  a  fish,  and  sometimes  two,  which  it  was  im- 
possible to  bring  against  the  rush  of  water,  so  we 
had  to  fall  back  to  gaS  it  and  then  stem  the  torrent 
once  again.  These  many  trying  efforts  made  the 
boatmen  thirstj'  and  once  again  Pat  was  too  quick 
for  Billy,  got  the  bottle  to  his  mouth  and  held  it 
there.  Billy  was  patient,  very  patient,  as  if  he 
would  like  him  just  to  clear  the  bottle  out ;  hwt,  at 
the  critical  moment,  his  heroism  deserted  him,  and 
he  fairly  leaped  on  Pat  as  he  exclaimed,  "  It's  divil 
a  taste  you'll  be  laving  me." 

Our  men,  being  refreshed,  made  another  effort  to 
get  round  the  point,  and,  to  assist  them,  we  kept  our 


remain  on  his  perch  while  we  were  rowed  to  and  fro 
the  crescent,  until  he  should  get  a  chance  of  getting 
a  snap  at  us  while  we  were  both  engaged  with  fish. 
The  opportunity  soon  came,  but,  as  I  am  now  told, 
the  glare  was  too  great  and  the  camera's  position 
not  favourable.  However,  I  tliink  so  much  of 
Pollack  Crescent  that  I  give  it  here,  and  at  the  same 
time  I  would  advise  you  to  pay  a  visit  to  it  should 
you  want  real  fun  with  pollack. 

You  will  see  that  it  is  much  sheltered  and  partly 
enclosed.  The  security  it  gains  from  this  will  be  its 
greatest  appeal  to  some  sea-fishers,  whose  lack  of 
temerity  will  not  in  this  case  be  a  bar  to  their  getting 
big  fish,  for  those  in  Pollack  Crescent  run  to  a  great 
weight. 

Ill  Bunglass  Bay  we  added  to  our  store,  but  at  a 
much  slower  pace,  so  our  progress  along  the  coast 
had  fewer  interruptions.  This  gave  Mr.  Boyle  an 
opportunity  to  point  out  to  us  many  points  of 
interest  in  the  grand  cliffs  of  Slieve  League,  of 
which  we  were  now  getting  a  splendid  view.  It 
frequently  occurs  that  opportunity  is  given  to  take 
measure  of  the  vast  heights  of  these  towering  chffs 
by  small  white  specks  which  looked  to  me  like  small 
maggots,  but  your  boatmen  will  tell  you  they  are 
sheep. 

At  one  time  the  wild  goat  was  plentiful  along  this 
shore,  but  a  few  years  since  the  last  was  shot,  and 
now  the  hardy  mountain  sheep,  less  surefooted, 
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lines  out  until  they  were  round  and  out  of  the 
greatest  sweep  of  water.  Then  I  got  them  to  hold 
the  boat  steady  while  we  paid  our  lines  back  towards 
the  point  from  which  we  had  taken  so  many  fish. 

We  spent  a  profitable  half-hour  in  this  way,  and 
Boyle  was  quick  to  note  the  advantages  it  con- 
tained for  one  who  sometimes  wanted  to  go  poUack- 
ing  and  had  no  one  to  row  for  him.  He  could  anchor 
his  boat  in  any  flow  of  water  that  was  sufficiently 
heavy  to  carry  his  bait  to  the  desired  spot  and  there 
keep  it  spinning. 

Even  in  a  well-manned  boat  an  hour  of  this 
method  of  fishing  is  a  great  rest ;  indeed,  on  more 
than  one  occasion  my  men  have  lunched  while  so 
anchored,  and  I  have  lunched  and  fished ;  lunched 
with  fishy  fingers,  filled  my  pipe  with  ditto,  smoked 
and  been  happy. 

Already  our  boat  was  too  full  of  fish  to  think  of 
laying  out  our  luncheon  which  had  been  put  up  with 
the  view  of  enttjrtaining  a  guest ;  so,  for  that  reason 
and  because  we  were  wolfishly  hungry,  we  landed 
on  a  rock  that  is  in  the  centre  of  a  crescent-shaped 
bay,  of  which  Boyle  told  such  wonderful  tales  that 
we  christened  it  "  Pollack  Crescent,"  and,  while 
drinking  our  guest's  health,  we  expressed  the  hope 
that  he  would  always  find  fish  there,  especially  this 
afternoon,  when  we  should  not  only  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  him  kill  them  with  a  rod,  but  hear 
him  talk  to  them  an  no  other  living  man  did  or 
could,  while  telling  a  good  story  at  the  same  time. 

It  wafj  arranged,  on  restarting,  that  Kirk  should 


risk  their  lives  for  the  sweet  grasses  that  grow  here 
and  there.  So  eager  are  they  that  they  get  into  the 
most  dangerous  places  and  have  to  be  rescued  by 
men  let  down  with  ropes,  and  many  are  actually 
killed  every  year  by  falling  over  into  the  sea. 

There  is  good  fishing  the  whole  of  the  way  from 
Teelin  Pier  to  Carrigan  Head,  from  there  to  Ros- 
aarrell  Point,  and  then  to  Malin  Beg  Pier,  a  distance 
of  ten  miles  by  sea. 

You  may,  if  you  prefer  it,  make  an  early  drive 
from  Carrick  to  Malin  Beg.  You  will  there  find  good 
boats  and  men,  and  if  you  thoroughly  fish  the  Doon 
point  and  the  various  small  bays  in  its  immediate 
neighbourhood,  you  will  probably  be  dehghted 
with  your  day's  sport  and  the  glorious  views  of  cliffs 
and  sea. 

Another  charming  day  of  sightseeing  and  good 
fishing  combined,  may  be  spent  round  the  shores  of 
the  romantic  Rathhn  O'Birne  Island,  from  the  same 
advantageous  starting-point,  Mahn  Beg. 

In  our  journey  along  the  coast  we  had  now  and 
then  to  haul  our  lines  in,  or  take  a  deep  turn  out,  to 
clear  the  long  spread  nets  of  salmon  fishers,  who,  on 
account  of  private  rights,  have  to  ply  their  caUing 
out  and  away  from  the  more  easily  worked  Bay  and 
its  lips,  for  a  mile  on  either  side. 

There  are  quite  a  number  of  these  fishers'  boats, 
and  splendid  boats  they  are  for  such  a  stormy  coast. 
They  were  supplied  by  the  Congested  District  Boayd 
to  be  paid  for  by  instalments.  The  two  seasons  1901 
and  1902  had  been  utter  failures ;  so  the  men  were 


ready  early  in  the  year  1903,  anxiously  hoping  to 
retrieve  the  lost  ground  and  square  up  with  those 
who  so  kindly  trusted  them. 

Numbers  of  these  fishermen  are  dependent  on 
fisliing  for  a  livelihood,  and,  should  the  salmon  fail 
them  and  the  winter  following  be  a  stormy  one,  it 
is  a  blessing  then  that  their  greatest  debt  Ls  to  a 
Board  composed  of  men  who  will  think  not  one  iota 
the  less  of  them  for  inability  to  pay  so  brought 
about. 

After  many  days,  perhaps  weeks,  of  spread  nets 
and  weary  waiting  the  men  have  keenly  anxious 
faces  as  they  watch  for  the  leap  of  an  interrupted 
fish  or  the  bobbings  of  a  cork  that  shall  tell  of  an 
entangled  one. 

The  difference  of  expression  on  the  faces  of  two 
crews  whose  nets  were  not  five  hundred  yards  apart, 
one  of  which  had  been  phenomenally  successful 
while  the  other  had  not  a  fish,  was  such  a  contrast 
as  only  Irish  faces  could  possibly  portray. 

The  man  of  books  seemed  to  know  and  be  known 
by  each  member  of  every  crew,  and  the  mutual 
greetings  which  were  continually  passing,  together 
with  information  given  respecting  their  catches, 
showed  sympathy  and  confidence. 

We  had  passed  these  men  several  times  on 
previous  days  when  they  appeared  very  stand-offish, 
but  now  they  wore  quite  a  different  look  and  were 
full  of  mirthful  speech  to  us. 

There  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  who  was  the 
medium  that  had  brought  about  so  great  a  change. 
Mr.  Boyle  would  say  something  across  the  waves 
that  brought  replies  which  he  interpreted.  These 
brief  conversations  frequently  ended  in  a  request 
for  matches.  Of  course  the  lines  were  soon  wound 
in  and  we  rowed  to  them,  but  after  one  or  two  such 
visits  to  other  boats,  I  noticed  there  was  always 
more  desire  to  turn  our  catch  over  and  inspect  our 
tackle  than  to  get  the  articles  asked  for.  Just  a 
word  or  two  had  worked  a  change  from  suspicious 
watchfulness  to  a  hearty  welcome. 

I  asked  Mr.  Boyle  if  he  could  explain  so  sudden  a 
change.  His  answer  was  :  "  Quite  easily.  The 
rivers  that  empty  into  Teelin  Bay  have  always 
attracted  salmon  and  sea-trout  in  quantities  suffi- 
cient to  greatly  aid  the  fisher  folk  here  to  a  hveli- 
hood,  without  their  having  to  risk  their  lives  and 
property  in  fishing  for  them  in  the  Atlantic,  the 
storms  of  which  so  frequently  drive  them  to  shore 
and  to  semi-idleness  with  its  consequent  privations. 
Can  you  wonder  then  that  these  men  have  strong 
objections  to  the  tax  which  it  is  sought  to  levy  upon 
them  and  are  chary  of  giving  information  to  any  but 
trusted  friends  ?  They  love  their  country  and  are 
fighting  a  battle  for  bare  existence  rather  than 
leave  it ;  and  you  can  guess  where  my  sympathies 
are,  but  I  can  only  help  them  by  educating  their 
boys,  so  that  if  the  youngsters  must  go,  they  will 
know  the  best  road  to  take." 

During  the  last  hour  the  wind  had  freshened  and 
the  waves  increased  to  such  volume  as  to  make 
rowing  more  laborious  and  less  effective.  Added  to 
these  warnings  came  booms  of  crashing  water 
against  the  hollow  places  in  the  rocks'  surface. 
Clouds  were  gathering  in  from  every  quarter  bring- 
ing rain  that  told  of  more  to  foUow.  We  hurried  to 
get  our  boat  in  order  and  put  out  an  extra  oar  so  as 
to  hasten  for  TeeUn  Pier. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  my  readers  to  learn  that 
pollack  abound  on  this  coast  from  May  to  November.- 
From  personal  experience  1  can  speak  of  the  first 
four  months  ;  and  the  following,  taken  from  a  letter 
to  me  dated  Nov.  12  last,  shows  that  they  were  as 
plentiful  on  the  seventh  of  that  month,  and  as  large, 
as  at  any  previous  time  : — 

"  Had  a  good  pollack  day  on  Saturday  last. 
Caught  thirty-eight  large  ones,  most  of  them  over 
9lb.  The  fishermen,  dear  silly  old  fellows,  laughed 
at  my  simpUcity  in  expecting  to  get  poUack  so  late 
in  the  year.  This  success  goes  to  bear  out  your  idea 
that  they  can  be  taken  here  at  any  time. '2 

"  Dear  silly  old  fellows."  These  are  the  parents. 
I  see  the  boys  now  as  I  saw  them  then.  Boisterously 
happy  boys  in  clothes  which  had  holes  square,  holes 
round,  holes  in  the  knees,  holes  in  the  seats,  and 
holes  in  their  caps  where  their  hair  came  through, 
but  happiness  and  health  in  their  every  movement. 
It's  just  a  chance  they  will  need.  Let  us  hope  that 
the  new-born  industrial  activity  in  Ireland,  with  its 
fast-increasing  number  of  centres  and  their  widening 
circles  of  influence,  may  be  in  time  to  give  them 
such  profitable  employment  as  will  keep  them  our 
fellow-subjects,  subjects  of  our — their — King. 

{To  be  coniinuedi] 
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THE  FLY  AND  BAIT  CASTING 
TOUENAMENT. 

To  BE  Held  at  the  Crystal  Palace,  July  22  and 
July  23,  1904.    .  J 

IMPORTANT  ALTERATIONS  IN  PROGRAMME 
OP  THE  COMPETITIONS. 


At  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  June  16, 
after  careful  consideration,  it  was  determined  to 
make  a  few  alterations  in  the  programme  in  the 
interests  of  amateurs  by  reducing  the  number  of 
competitions  open  to  all  comers.  The  following  is 
the  programme  of  competitions  as  now  fixed.  For 
othtr  details  see  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  Juno  4,  or 
write  to  Mr.  .J.  T.  Emery,  Hon.  Sec,  Duloe  House, 
Leytonstone,  for  latest  full  programme. 

*^*  Weight  of  Salmon  Rods. — It  is  suggested 
tjiat  the.  weight  of  the  salmon  rods  should  not 
exceed  fifty-two  ounces,  which  seems  a  very  liberal 
allowance,  as  the  length  is  restricted  to  eighteen 
feet.  The  Committee  will  settle  this  point  definitely 
in  a  day  or  two,  possibly  in  time  for  mention  in 
this  week's  Fishing  Gazette.  Forty-eight  ounces, 
or  three  pounds,  was  suggested  as  the  limit,  but  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  allow  another  quarter  of 
a  pound  and  make  it  fifty-two  ounces. 

Later. — This  limit  has  been  fixed  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Entries. 

Entries  for  the  various  competitions  must  be 
made  on  a  form  provided  for  that  purpose,  to  be 
obtained  of  the  hon.  secretary,  and,  together 
with  the  entrance  fees,  must  reach  him  not  later 
than  Saturday,  July  16,  1904.  Entrance  fee  for 
each  competition  :  Amateurs,  2s.  6d.  ;  professionals. 
Is.  ;  all  comers,  2s.  6d.  Special  sea-rod  casting 
competition  :  All  comers,  2s.  6d. 

COMPETITION  A. 
Friday,  July  22. 

Salmon  Fly  Casting.  Any  Style. — Professionals. 

COMPETITION  B. 
Friday,  July  22. 

Salmon  Fly  Casting.   Any  Style. — Amateurs. 

COMPETITION  C. 
Friday,  July  22. 

Q'rout  Fly  Casting. — Professionals. 

COMPETITION  D. 
Friday,  July  22. 

Light  Bait  Casting.    Any  Style. — Professionals. 

COMPETITION  E. 
Friday,  July  22. 

Light  Bait  Casting.   Any  Style. — Amateurs. 

COMPETITION  F. 
Friday,  July  22. 

Heavy' Bait  Casting.  From  the  Reel. — Amateurs. 

COMPETITION  G. 
Friday,  July  22. 

Sea  Rod  Competition.— ylZZ  Comers. 

COMPETITION  H. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Heavy  Pait  Casting.   From  the  Reel. — Profes- 
sionals. 

COMPETITION  J. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Heavy  Bait  Casting.  Any  Style. — AU  Comers. 

COMPETITION  K. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Sjyecial  Light  Bait  Casting.   From  the  Reel. — 
All  Comers. 

COMPETITION  L. 
Saturday,  J uly  23. 

Light  Bait  Casting  (any  Style)  for  Accuracy. — 
Amateurs. 

COMPETITION  M. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Trout  Fly  Casting. — Amateurs. 

COMPETITION  N. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Trout  Fly  Casting  (Ambidextrous). — All  Comers. 

COMPETITION  0. 
Saturday,  July  23. 
Special  Light  Rod  Tecut  Fly  Casting.— 
Comers. 


COMPETITION  P. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Dry  Fly  Casting  for  Accuracy. — Amateurs. 

COMPETITION  R. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Float' Casting.    Any  Style. — Am,ateurs. 

COMPETITION  S. 
Saturday,  July  23. 

Float  Casting.   Any  Style. — Professionals. 


NOTICES  OF  PRIZES  FOR  THE 
TOURNAMENT. 

These  will  be  noticed  as  soon  as  possible  after 
being  received.  They  should  be  sent  to  R.  B. 
Marston,  Editor  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  with  a  label  attached 
with  name  of  donor,  description,  and  price. 

The  Kodak,  Ltd.,  have  kindly  sent  one  of 
their  first-rate  "  No.  2  Bullet"  Kodaks,  price  £2  2s. 
Size,  4^in.  by  4iin.  by  6in.  ;  weight,  26o7.  ;  capacity 
twelve  exposures  of  film  without  reloading  ;  size  of 
picture,  with  film,  3|in.  by  3Jin.  ;  with  glass  plates, 
3|in.  by  3iin.  ;  rectangular  view  finder  ;  socket  for 
tripod  screw.  The  lenses  in  the  "  No.  2  Bullet  "  are 
achromatic,  have  a  set  of  three  stops,  and  give 
splendid  definition.  The  shutter  is  an  improved 
rotary,  and  is  always  set.  Push  the  lever  :  that 
makes  an  exposure.  Push  it  hack  :  another  ex- 
posure. Slides  near  the  exposure  lever  control  the 
stops  and  time  movement.  Instantaneous  and 
time  exposures  can  be  given  at  will.  This  camera 
takes  either  cartridge  film  or  glass  plates,  and  is  one 
of  the  best  cameras  made  by  the  famous  Kodak 
Co.,  who  have  revolutionised  the  ai't  of  photo- 
graphy, and  made  it  easy  for  an  angler  to  take 
photographs  of  the  places  he  visits  ;  and  the  best 
of  it  is  that  when  the  weather  is  too  bright  for  good 
sport,  it  is  just  right  for  taking  photographs. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Cummins,  of  Bishop  Auckland,  sends 
one  of  his  improved  "  Synge  "  fishing  bag.s,  value 
12s.  6d.  This  is  really  a  double  bag,  and  I  can  very 
strongly  recommend  it  a.s  about  the  Hghtest  and 
best  thing  of  the  kind  on  the  market.  It  is  of  good 
appearance,  made  of  some  oUve-coloured  flax 
material,  with,  strong,  broad  web  shoulder-strap. 

Mr.  Frank  Murgatroyd,  The  Grove,  Idle,  near 
Bradford,  sent  me  the  best  and  hghtest  wooden 
creel  I  have  ever  seen  for  notice  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  recently.  As  I  do  not  use  a  wood  creel — 
though  in  many  respects  it  is  the  best  of  all  to  use — 
I  asked  Mr.  Murgatroyd  if  I  might  give  his  creel  as 
a  prize,  and  he  at  once  agreed.  It  has  several 
advantages.  Mr.  Murgatroyd  says  :  "  Of  course  it 
would  be  waste  of  time  to  enumerate  to  you  the 
advantages  which  a  wooden  creel  has  over  other 
kinds  in  the  way  of  retaining  fish  in  good  condition, 
as  you  can  \^  ash  it  out  so  easily."  Mr.  Murgatroyd's 
pattern  has  a  partition  (removable),  by  means  of 
which,  if  you  have  half  filled  your  creel,  you  can 
put  in  the  partition  and  thus  divide  the  llsh,  and 
those  underneath  do  not  get  crushed,  if  you  are 
lucky  enough  to  get  a  full  creel.  It  is  very  well 
made,  a  good  shape,  strong,  and  a  good  colour.  I 
beheve  Mr.  Murgatroyd  makes  it  for  sale,  and  the 
price  is  17s.  6d.,  with  fittings  for  padlock,  etc. 

Messrs.  J.  Bernard  &  Son,  of  45,  Jermyn-street, 
St.  James's,  London,  send  a,  very  nicely-finished 
double-brazed  greenheart  fiy  rod,  with  two  tops,  or 
medium  action,  suitable  for  wet  or  dry  fly  fishing. 
Messrs.  Bernard  send  it  as  a  wet-fly  rod,  but  many 
anglers  are  using  rods  for  dry-fly  fishing  much  less 
stiff  than  was  formerly  the  fashion,  and  with  lighter 
lines,  and  the  rod  Messrs.  Bernard  have  selected 
would  answer  well  for  all  but  very  long  casting  or 
casting  against  a  stiff  breeze — which  is  not  often 
necessary. 

Since  last  week's  list  was  published  I  learn  that 
the  rods  and  reels  offered  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Bros, 
amount  to  over  £14,  which  is  very  handsome  of 
them,  seeing  that  they  are  also  to  give  sixty-five 
guineas  worth  of  prizes  in  a  special  competition. 

Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  sends  two  of  his  registered 
"  Kingfisher '-'  salmon  and  trout  reel  lines.  The 
salmon  line,  value  22s.,  and  the  double  tapered 
40- yard  trout  fine,  10s.  Here  is  what  Mr.  Malloch, 
one  of  the  best  salmon  and  trout  anglers  in  the 
Kingdom,  says  of  these  beautiful  lines  : — "  The  best 
and  purest  silk  is  used  in  making  these  lines ;  the 
dressing  and  also  the  process  of  preparing  the  lines 
are  entirely  new.  The  dressing,  which  imparts  a 
perfectly  smooth  surface  to  the  lines,  never  rubs  off, 
and  does  not  crack  or  knuckle.    The  line  improvea 


with  use,  and,  being  thoroughly  waterproof,  always 
retains  its  spring,  thus  enabling  the  angler  to  cai?t 
a  much  longer  line  with  greater  ease.  A  very 
indifferent  angler  experiences  no  difficulty  in  casting 
a  long,  straight  line  with  little  exertion.  The 
pleasure  derived  in  casting  a  '  Kingfisher' line  is 
very  great." 


PEOGEAMME  OF  THE 
"HAEDY"  CASTING  TOUENAMENT, 
JULY  28. 


Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  write: — 

*'  Dear  Sir, — We  have  pleasure  herewith  to 
enclose  you  draft  programme  of  the  '  Hardy ' 
Casting  Tournament  to  be  held  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  on  July  28.  We  need  hardly  say  that  we 
would  very  much  appreciate  a  little  notice  of  the 
event  in  your  valuable  journal. — Yours  faithfully. 

Hardy  Brothers." 

Programme  of  the  "Hardy"  Fly  and  Bait 
Casting  Competitions  to  be  held  at  the  Crystal 
Palace,  July  28, 1904,  to  commence  at  1  p.m.  :  — 

Conditions. 

1.  The  rods  used  shall  be  "  Hardy  "  rods. 

2.  The  event  is  open  to  all  comers,  but  Messrs. 
Hardy  reserve  the  right  to  refuse  any  entries. 

3.  There  shall  be  no  entrance  fee. 

4.  Competitors  will  have  the  option  of  using 
either  their  own  rods  or  a  cane  built  steel  centre 
'•Hardy''  rod,  which  will  be  provided  for  each 
event. 

1.  Salmon  Fly  Casting,  any  Style. 
Rod  not  to  exceed  18ft.    First  prize,  silver  cup, 

value  ten  guineas ;  second  prize,  three  guineas.^ 

2.  Trout  Fly  Casting,  any  Style. 

Rod  not  to  exceed  ll^ft.,  nor  more  than  1  Joz. 
per  foot.  First  prize,  silver  cup,  value  ten  guineas ; 
second  prize,  three  guineas. 

3.  Trout  Fly  Casting,  any  Style. 

Rod  not  to  exc  ed  5|oz.  in  weight.  First  prize, 
ten  guineas ;  second  prize,  three  guineas. 

4.  Bait  Casting  from  the  Reel.- 

Rod  not  to  exceed  12ft.  The  weight  of  the  bait 
to  be  loz.  First  prize,  silver  cup,  value  ten 
guineas ;  second  prize,  three  guineas. 

5.  Bait  Casting  from  the  Reel. 

Rod  not  to  exceed  8ft.  6in. ;  weight  of  bait,  |oz. 
First  prize,  silver  cup,  value  ten  guineas ;  second 
prize,  three  guineas. 

Winners  of  cash  prizes,  if  they  prefer  it,  can 
have  value  instead. 

Value  of  Phizes. 

In  cups,  fifty  guineas ;  cash,  fifteen  guineas ; 
total,  sixty-five  guineas. 

On  July  25  to  July  27  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  will  lie 
pleased  to  give  free  lessons  in  casting  in  any  style 
to  cUents  by  appointment. 


SALMON  FEY  FOE  THE  SPEY. 

From  50,000  to  70,000  fine  healthy  salmon  fry, 
from  six  to  eight  weeks  old,  were  on  Thursday  con- 
veyed from  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's 
salmon  hatchery  at  Fochabers  and  placed  in  the 
Spey  at  Carron,  on  the  extensive  reaches  of  fishings 
belonging  to  the  proprietor,  Mr.  J.  W.  H.  Grant,  of 
Carron,  Wester  Elchies,  etc.  It  may  be  remem- 
bered that  Mr.  Grant  secured  a  similar  quantity  of 
salmon  fry  for  his  waters  from  his  Grace  about  this 
time  last  year.  The  stretch  of  water  into  which 
the  fry  were  let  loose  is  ideal  ground  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  fish.  Mr.  T.  Rae,  manager  of  salmon 
fishings,  Tugnet  (who  also  superintends  his  Grace's 
salmon  hatcheries),  accompanied  by  two  assistants, 
conveyed  the  fry  in  four  large  iron  carriers  or  vessels 
from  Fochabers.  They  were  met  at  Carron  Station 
by  the  energetic  sporting  laird  of  Carron,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Archibald  Smith,  of  London,  and  Superin- 
tendent Macgregor,  Spey  District  Board.  Mr. 
Grant  had  a  force  of  gamekeepers  also  in  readiness 
when  the  vessels  containing  the  fry  were  carted  to 

I the  river  and  safely  deposited.  This  work  will,  it 
is  expected,  have  in  the  near  future  a  good  and 
telling  efiect  on  the  Spey  fishings,  J.  M. 
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'•OLE   JOKE";   OE,  THE  STOCK- 
MAN'S LAMENT. 


'     Lads,  Est  while  I  sing  you  in  praise  of  "  Ole  Joke," 
A  better  or  hardier  horse  I  ne'er  broke. 
But  he  broke  his  old  neck  (and  mine,  too,  very 
near) 

As  he  fell  o'er  a  log  in  "  the  fall  of  the  year." 

He  was  flea-bitten-grey — and  that  is,  you  know, 
A  colour  to  swear  by  wherever  you  go. 
His  legs  bore  no  blemish  on  sinew  or  bone  ; 
In  strength  and  endurance  he  stood  quite  alone. 

His  head  was  a  study  for  Rosa  Bonheur. 
His  spirit  was  proud,  were  he  ever  so  "  poor."* 
But  his  heart  was  as  soft  as  his  kindly  brown 
eye — 

(With  the  back  of  my  rough  fist  my  own  I  must 
dry). 

His  speed  was  the  Wind  on  the  Wings  of  the 
Storm : 

At  sight  of  his  foe  how  proudly  he'd  warm  ! 
What  would  you  want  more  ? — he  was  brave ;  he 
was  wise  ; 

Perfection  in  action,  pluck,  temper,  and  size. 
lif  *  *  *  in 

Once  riding  "  Ole  Joke  "  in  a  broiUng  hot  sun, 
I  met  a  wild  biiU  all  alone,  on  "  the  run." 
Full  fain  from  our  herd  he  some  cattle  would  steal. 
"  Have  at  you  !  "  I  cried,  and  touched  Joke  with 
my  heel. 

He  dashed  off,  and  wheeling  up  sharply  behind 
The  great  brute,  who  seemed  to  be  bothered  in 
mind — 

One  moment ! — my  stockwhip  was  raised  high  in 
air ; 

The  next— it  had  smitten  through  hide  and  through 
hair ! 

Then,  maddened  with  terror  and  smarting  with 
pain, 

He  rushed  thro'  the  timberf  his  haunts  to  regain. 
I  shook  but  the  bridle — the  liorse  knew  his  work  : 
He  headed,  and  turned  the  wild  bull  with  a  jerk. 

Thus,  baffled,  he  charged  us,  his  head  to  the  ground. 
I  spurred,  and  Joke  cleared  a  big  log  at  a  bound  ! 
Whilst  Taurus  shot  past  us,  just  grazing  Joke's  hip. 
My  eyes  snapped,  and  hasty  words  rose  to  my  lip  ! 

We  took  up  the  chase,  whilst  my  whip  I  did  ply. 
Foam  fell  from  his  bridle,  fire  shot  from  his  eye. 
His  ears  on  his  neck  lay ;  his  eye  on  his  foe, 
Who  panted  distressed,   and  soon  trotted  quite 
slow. 

Appeared  through  the  timberf  the  "  station at 
last ; 

>    The  bull  turned  and  faced  me,  resolved  to  break 

'  past. 

T  rose  in  the  stirrups  ;  I  cooeyed — they  heard  I 
.My  mate  galloped  up  with  the  speed  of  a  bird. 

Together  we  "  worked  "  him,  he  one  side,  I  t'other. 
If  he  broke  past  the  one,  he  was  blocked  by  the 
other, 

'     Till  into  the  stockyard  we  flogged  him  at  last. 
Put  up  the  slip-rails:  and,  the  struggle  was  past. 

.        *  *  *  *  it 

Jfo  more,  ah,  no  more !  shall  we  scour  o'er  the 
plain. 

My  feet  in  the  stirrups,  my  hand  on  the  rein. 
But  when  shall  I  e'er  find  so  faithful  a  friend 
As  sleeps  'neath  the  gum-tree  at  "  Five-mile  Creek 
Bend."  E.  M.  Tod. 

Note.— I  returned  from  Queensland  at  the  end  of 
'69,  after  an  absence  of  five  and  a  half  years  spent 
(actively)  in  the  Bush,  where  I  had  no  fishing, 
worthy  the  name,  but  where,  in  leisure  hours,  duck- 
shooting  was  an  excellent  substitute.  I  had  very 
often  to  retrieve  the  birds  myself  (when  a  "  black 
Ixjy  "•  wa.s  not  to  be  had) ;  but  I  was  fond  of  a 
swim,  and  soon  dried  in  the  hot  sun.  I  trust  that, 
once  in  a  way,  the  generous  readers  of  the  Fishinrj 
GazOUi  will  permit  me  to  give  them  a  glimpse  of  a 
V>ye-gone  cxisttmce.    The  verses  are  reprinted  with 

f  the  kind  permission  of  the  proprietors'  of  Baih/.i 
Magazine,  in  which  excellent  sporting  journal  they 

I    originally  appeared,  in  1870,  I  think. — P!.  M.  T. 


'  Lean  (a  Colonialism). 

t  The  open  forest  of  the  Buah. 


A  FIND. 

To  use  a  vulgar  phrase,  my  mouth  waters  still 
when  I  think  of  it.  It  happened  on  a  certain  April 
10,  and  was  one  of  the  greatest  fly-fishing  bouts 
that  a  juvenile  angler  ever  experienced.  Most 
fishermen  have  their  red-letter  days,  intervening, 
like  the  sun  through  the  clouds,  amid  the  ordinary 
chronicle  of  failures  and  fair  takes,  and  though 
many  years  of  these  have  sunk  into  the  lap  of  time— 
eheu,  fugaces  ! — I  still  look  back  on  that  April  day 
with  longing  and  a  sort  of  tender  incredulity.  Trout 
are  so  altered  with  the  advance  of  education.  I  was 
in  my  teens  ;  could  dress  a  fly  fairly  well,  use  it 
ditto,  and  was  immensely  proud  of  a  certain  light 
12ft.  lancewood  rod.  But  I  had  a  tremendous  lot 
to  learn,  and  when  do  we  really  acquire  the  lesson  ? 
I  could,  however,  use  the  clear -water  worm  well  in 
brooks,  and  one  that  emptied  into  the  Atlantic  a 
mile  from  Tramore,  in  the  co.  Waterford,  where  I 
hved,  was  the  constant  theatre  of  my  exploits. 
Now,  it  is  necessary  to  understand  that  this  little 
burn  did  not  flow  direct  into  the  sea.  It  entered  a 
creek  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long,  shaped 
like  an  isosceles  triangle,  which  formed  part  of  a  vast 
backwater,  divided  from  the  breakers  by  a  long, 
sandy  peninsula.  This  tract  was  all  mud  slob  at 
ebb-tide.  An  enterprising  gentleman  had  a  bank 
constructed  across  the  base  of  the  triangular-shaped 
creek,  with  a  view  to  reclaiming  the  mudland  and 
the  water  of  the  brook,  which  wound  in  a  tortuous 
chaimel  through  it  found  egress  at  a  sluice  in  the 
bank.  I  believe  this  sluice  was  so  fashioned  that 
sea-trout  were  blocked  from  either  going  up  or  down. 
Thus  the  creek  was  no  longer  open  to  the  incursions 
of  the  tide,  and  presented  the  appearance  of  a  tract 
of  hard,  firm  mud,  through  which  woimd  the  channel 
formed  by  the  Uttle  beck  called  "  Kettlewells." 
The  channel  averaged  15yds.  in  width,  was  dead 
water,  and  about  4ft.  to  5ft.  deep  in  the  centre. 
That  it  contained  fish  never  entered  my  head,  nor 
anyone  else's,  and  the  place,  like  a  shaft  of  virgin 
gold,  remained  undisturbed.  There  was  another 
brook  some  five  miles  further  on,  the  route  to  which 
lay  along  the  bank  referred  to,  and  thither  I  was 
wending  my  way  about  10  a.m.  on  this  April  10. 
Clouds  alternated  with  sunshine,  and  a  soft  zephyr 
from  the  sea  was  beautifully  ruflling  the  channel, 
which  at  the  bank  was  considerably  wider.  I 
suppose  it  was  the  magnetic  attraction  which  all 
water  has  for  us  anglers  that  caused  me  to  stop  for 
a  moment  to  look  at  it,  though  I  cannot  recollect 
having  done  so  before;  Presently,  to  my  astonished 
gaze,  a  large  trout  shot  into  the  air  and  fell  back 
with  a  loud  splash.  There  was  no  doubt  about  it : 
I  saw  the  spots.  Then  came  a  swirl  on  the  surface, 
and  next  out  leaped  another.  Needless  to  add,  all 
idea  of  the  distant  stream  was  at  once  abandoned, 
and  a  fly  collar  rigged  up  in  breathless  haste.  It 
was  very  different  to  the  4X  I  have  to  use  in  these 
latter  days,  and  my  stock  of  flies  was  limited  to  six. 
The  three,  which  I  should  have  preserved,  were  a 
hackleless  Black  Gnat,  a  Yellow  Partridge  hackle, 
and  a  Hare's  Ear,  all  home  tied,  and  considerably  the 
worse  for  wear.  With  a  beating  heart  I  essayed  the 
first  cast — a  rise  and  a  tug — ought  to  have  had  him. 
The  second  was  better.  Hurrah  !  Two  on  together, 
and  after  a  bit  of  play  I  landed  them  both  in  my 
hard  hat — nice  fat  fish,  very  light  in  colour,  and 
about  Jib.  each.  Then  came  a  heavy  fish,  which 
gave  my  whippy  lancewood  some  trouble,  but  I  got 
him.  The  number  of  trout  I  hooked  and  lost  off 
that  bank  I  forget.  They  came  ravenously,  and  I 
should  have  got  a  score  at  least.  Then  I  crossed  to 
the  opposite  side,  and  the  same  game  went  on.  The 
fish  seemed  to  possess  no  discrimination,  for  they 
took  stretcher  and  droppers  with  delightful  impar- 
tiahty.  I  had  filled  my  basket,  and  was  proceeding 
to  conceal  my  take  in  a  little  rocky  cave,  when  I 
descried  another  disciple  of  old  Izaak  coming  across 
the  bank  where  I  had  started.  This  was  a  retired 
officer,  and  one  of  the  best  fishermen  I  ever  knew. 
He  was  evidently  making  for  the  same  brook  as  I 
had  been,  and,  like  myself,  he  too  came  to  a  halt. 
I  saw  him  hurriedly  put  up  his  rod  and  go  to  work, 
which  he  did  in  a  far  more  scientific  fashion,  of 
which  proof  was  apparent  in  almost  every  cast.  He 
perceived  and  joined  me.  "  Ha,  ha  !  you  young 
villain,  you've  been  feeding  on  this  place.  You 
knew  of  it  before,"  he  exclaimed.  I  don't  think  he 
believed  my  disclaimer,  and  we  went  at  it  in  grim 
silence — a  silence  only  broken  by  the  splashing  of 
hooked  fish,  or  an  impatient  exclamation  when  one 
escaped. 

It  would  take  too  much  space  to  tell  of  battles 


and  record  the^events  of  that^wonderf ul'day;  ^  The 
ceaseless  rise  went  on.^The  trout  seemed  possessed; 
and  there  were  very  few  casts  without  a  fish  being 
either  killed  or  lost.  At  7.15  p.m.  it  was  over  ;  they 
went  suddenly  off,  or  I  should  have  gone  on  all  night. 
My  companion  had  filled  a  largo  creel  and  two  hare- 
pockets  besides,  and  ray  basket  was  twice  filled — 
no  small  one  either,  and  I  had  to  string  a  heavy 
hank  of  fish  on  a  willow  switch.  Many  of  them  ran 
over  21b.,  but  the  majority  averaged  lib.,  or  perhaps 
a  little  under:  The  next  day  we  were  at  it  at  8  a.m., 
but  did  not  do  half  so  well,  and  in  three  dajrs  they 
became  very  fairly  educated.- 

The  news  got  wind,  and  the  place  was  flooded 
over,  and  a  keeper  put  on,  who  took  a  fee  of  Is.  per 
day.  The  water  now  resembled  a  small  lake,  but 
there  was  easy  wading  on  the  firm  mud  to  the 
channel,  which  was  best,  though  trout  were  in 
evidence  all  over  the  place.  About  this  time  I  had 
to  start  reading  for  my  competitive  exam.,  and 
abandon  rod  and  gun  for  seven  months.  I  took 
one  day  the  following  May,  and  returned  with 
twenty -nine  fine  fish,  but  was  thunderstruck  to  find 
my  nomination  awaiting  me.  I  blamed  myself  for 
devoting  a  whole  day  to  my  favom'ite  sport,  and 
yet  it  possibly  saved  me  a  brain  fever.  Oh,  the 
delight  of  it,  after  a  seven  months'  grind,  to  again 
wield  the  fly  rod  !  I  never  fished  it  again,  but  saw 
the  spot  a  few  years  ago.  Reclamation  had  proved 
fruitless,  and  the  brook  water  had  been  diverted 
into  a  "  cut  "  at  the  side,  and  was  not  worth  fishing. 
The  place  could  be  had  now  for  a  few  shillings  a 
year,  and  if  the  stream  was  permitted  to  return  to 
its  old  channel  and  the  sluice  opened,  what  grand 
results  might  not  follow  ?  But  what  were  these 
fish  ?  Re  the  recent  controversy  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  I  still  believe  that  they  were  clean  S.  trutta 
They  were  certainly  all  tinged  with  lemon  on  the 
sides,  but  no  crimson  spots,  and  their  plump,  broad 
sides  and  small  heads  forbade  all  idea  of  kelts.  The 
brook  in  season  never  held  such  whoppers.  Their 
flesh,  too,  cut  pink,  and  was  a  feast  for  LucuUus. 
I  can  only  conclude  that  they  were  genuine  sea- 
trout  which  had  become  land-locked. 

Had  the  Editor,  Mr.  Senior,  or  our  friend  Mr: 
Tod  been  there  on  that  day — even  my  humble  self 
with  thirty  more  years'  experience — I  think  that  all 
known  chronicles  of  record  days  would  have  been 
totally  eclipsed.  Black  Hackle. 


THE  EVOLUTION  OF  AN  ANGLEE, 
OE  THE  DUFFEE'S  PEOGEESS. 

A  LIFE-LONG  angler,  his  captures  have  been  as 
scanty  as  his  enthusiasm  is  boundless.  In  theory 
his  knowledge  is  that  of  an  expert,  for  he  has  not 
only  devoured  but  digested  all  angling  lore,  from 
Walton  to  Halford.  In  practice  his  casting  will 
force  a  smile  from  the  most  saturnine  of  keepers. 

Irascible  and  impatient  in  all  things  else,  during 
his  still  incomplete  apprenticeship  of  more  than 
thirty  years  he  has  shown  a  patience  which  puts 
that  of  Job  to  shame.  The  length  of  his  novitiate 
has  been  unduly  prolonged  by  a  native  pecuharity 
of  temperament,  which  is  revealed  in  matters  other 
than  his  favourite  art.  A  sohtary  student,  he  takes 
nothing  for  granted,  but  thinks  out  every  subject 
for  himself  ;  experientia  docet  is  his  ruling  motto,  and 
any  opinion  which  he  has  laboriously  forged  he  re- 
linquishes with  the  greatest  reluctance.  Treading 
the  mazes  of  a  foreign  city,  never  wiU  he  deign  to 
ask  the  way.  His  bump  of  locahty,  aided  by  a. 
grudging  reference  to  his  map,  is  his  sole  guide.  So 
in  learning  to  fish  he  would  never  supplement 
instinct  by  aught  but  books.  To  the  brethren  of 
the  craft  he  would  pass  as  an  expert  from  the  be- 
ginning, and  since  a  whole  Ubrary  of  piscatorial 
literature  lies  in  his  cranium,  he  can  discuss  the 
most  abstruse  doctrines  of  the  cult ;  no  humihating 
questions  will  he  ask,  for  that  would  derogate  from 
the  plenitude  of  his  seeming  experience.  Hence  his 
progress  in  the  art  has  been  as  slow  as  it  is  most 
solidly,  yet  incompletely,  sure. 

The  history  of  his  early  days,  deaUng  with  bent 
pins,  pickle  jars,  and  silver-sided  jacksharps,  we 
■will  take  as  read,  and  see  him  the  proud  possessor 
of  a  shilling  rod,  a  grooved  cane,  twined  -n-ith  hook, 
gut,  line,  and  a  gorgeous  float  of  red  and  green.  He 
had  early  formed  fixed  ideas  as  to  the  kind  of  places 
where  fish  most  do  congregate.  Over  the  reeds  in 
the  basin  of  the  canal  on  half  hoUdays  he  watches 
that  immovable  float,  occasionally  varying  the 
monotony  by  trying  his  fortune  in  the  sheer  dark 
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depths  beneath  the  bridges.  Or  a  three  miles'^ 
trudge  has  landed  him  by  the  side  of  those  dark 
ponds,  so  abundant  in  his  native  county,  whence  he 
occasionally  brings  to  his  admiring  brethren  a  dace, 
a  2oz.  perch,  or  an  eel.  Sometimes  he  braves  the 
grumpy  farmer  in  whose  field  is  the  pond  of  which 
his  school-fellows  speak  with  bated  breath  as  the 
haunt  of  savage  pike.  Here,  where  pike-like 
creatures  find  such  nutriment  as  enable  them  to 
grow  heads  and  tails  to  the  weight  of  half-a-pound, 
he  sits  equipped  with  appropriate  engines.  Oh,  the 
joy  to  see  the  monstrous  float  towed  along  the 
surface  by  a  poor  wretch  impaled  on  one  of  the 
prongs  of  the  grappling  irons  !  (Such  weaklings 
could  never  submerge  a  lifebuoy.)  Oh,  the  trem- 
bUng  expectancy  with  which  he  is  hauled  in  by  force 
of  stout  hempen  line  and  gimp.  With  what  cautious 
care  of  fingers,  according  to  the  warning  of  the  book, 
does  he  extract  the  dire  harpoon.  The  family  at 
home  pretend  to  enjoy  these  deUcacies. 

But  our  hero  even  in  boyhood  had  a  soul  with 
ambitions  that  outsoared  these  modest  achieve- 
ments. He  was  always  in  his  own  eyes,  even  before 
he  had  ever  wormed  a  trout,  a  fly  fisherman.  Into 
still,  dark  pools  his  fly,  generally  a  Soldier  Palmer, 
whipped  to  a  foot  of  gut,  followed  the  flop  of  his 
hempen  hne.  But  when  he  had  satisfied  his  con- 
science by  making  what  he  felt,  even  in  the  doing, 
to  be  a  vain  oblation  to  his  ideal,  at  nightfall  his 
lead  lay  on  the  bottom,  from  which  there  wobbled 
down  stream  a  yard  or  so  of  gut  with  a  worm  on  the 
hook,  or  what  he  regarded  as  irresistible,  a  wasp 
grub.  Sometimes  at  midnight,  above  the  rustling 
of  rats  in  the  grass  and  the  coughs  of  "  sweet 
breathing  kine,"  a  splash  was  heard,  proclaiming 
that  some  brother  fisherman  had  achieved  the  in- 
credible, and  to  the  envy  of  our  novice  a  spotted 
beauty,  the  fish  of  his  dreams,  lay  gasping  in  the 
Ught  of  a  lantern  dimly  burning.  For  years  no  such 
triumph  was  his  ;  and  even  when  he  had  learned 
to  avoid  the  alluring  darkness  of  Stygian  pools, 
where  his  worm  lay  Uke  a  dead  thing  on  the  bottom, 
seldom  indeed  did  aught  in  his  creel  appease  the 
mild  wrath  of  his  parents  sitting  up  for  the  return 
of  the  prodigal. 

An  advance  was  made  during  a  holiday  in  the 
North.  He  had  been  reading  of  up-stream  worm 
fishing  in  low,  clear  water ;  he  proceeded  to  carry 
out  the  directions  in  the  coffee-coloured  waters  of  a 
rising  flood.  A  tug  at  the  floating  worm  revealed 
to  him  the  possibility  that  the  higher  branches  of 
the  art  were  not  fictions,  and  that  it  is  not  necessary 
for  the  trout  to  have  the  bait  presented  to  them  in 
their  still  retreat,  calmly  and  deUberately  to  give 
them  time  to  see  its  beauties.  Other  captures 
followed,  and  the  fact  that  once  during  this  hoUday 
a  trout  rose  to  start  back  in  horror  from  his  fly  was 
an  augury  for  the  futurf  not  to  be  despised.  This 
was  in  his  early  twenties. 

Three  or  four  years  later,  while  hopelessly  floating 
his  fly,  he  saw  for  the  first  time  a  small  trout  hauled 
in  every  few  minutes  by  a  rascally  pot-hunter  of  a 
poacher  fishing  near  him.  And  actually  it  was  in 
the  shallow  rapids,  where  his  prejudices  and  his  own 
eyes  combined  to  convince  him  that  no  fish  could 
lie. ,  Manfully  facing  his  doubts,  for  a  whole  morning 
his  three  flies  are  hurled  across  and  dragged  down 
the  stream,  when  lo  !  mirahile  dictu  !  as  he  was 
lifting  his  fully  extended  line  for  the  hundi'edth 
time  in  order  to  make  a  new  cast,  a  trout  of  an 
ounce  weight  came  out,  flying  on  the  wings  of  a 
March  Brown,  and  struck  him  in  the  eye.  Hurrah  ! 
henceforth  our  hero  is  a  fly  fisherman.  Fly  fishing 
is  then  no  romance  ;  its  literature  is  not  of  the 
nature  of  the  Arabian  nights  ;  its  votaries  are  not 
disciples  of  Ananias,  and  the  speckled  fish  they 
affect  to  have  caught  with  a  fly  are  after  all  not  done 
to  death  at  dead  of  night  with  deep-sunk  leaded 
worm.  His  initiation  has  been  accomplished  ;  he 
is  free  of  the  mysteries. 

Faith  now  works  her  wonted  wonders.  A  belief 
in  the  possibifity  of  such  fortune  has  changed  his 
luck.  During  the  next  few  days  half-a-dozen  little 
trout  and  (I  blush  to  record  it)  a  few  salmon  fry  are 
cut  off  in  the  engaging  days  of  their  infant  innocence, 
caught  at  the  end  of  a  very  long  line  down  stream. 
Contrary  to  all  pre-established  notions,  lie  has 
actually  swung  a  half-pounder  out  of  the  boiling 
foam  underneath  a  waterfall.  Yea,  once,  lying 
prone  on  the  banks  of  a  little  tributary,  to  his 
exceeding  pride  and  everlasting  satisfaction,  he  has 
practised  a  subtle  refinement  of  the  art :  for  letting 
his  stretcher  float  down  a  rippling  eddy  in  the  midst 
of  8.  pool,  he  lay  dabbing  his  dropper  on  the  surfacr, 
with  wondrous,  life-like  effect,  when  suddenly  a 


demented  trout  came  up  and  impaled  itself  before 
his  very  eyes.  Proudly  does  he  descant  to  his 
patient  young  wife  on  the  higher  branches  of  the 
angler's  craft.  He  is  married  now,  and  this  hoUday 
by  the  river  is  his  honeymoon. 

Very  obstinately  did  ho  cling  to  his  hardly-won 
Opinion  that  three  drowned  flies  rushing  through 
broken  water  are  the  only  alluring  bait  for  trout ; 
but  at  last  he  discarded  his  droppers  and  adopted, 
with  much  misgiving,  where  necessary  the  methods 
of  the  chalk  stream.  Dame  Fortune  helped  him  to 
make  his  first  capture.  In  throwing  over  a  fish 
rising  under  the  opposite  bank,  he  overshot  the 
mark,  and  his  fly,  rebounding  off  the  grass,  fell  so 
naturally  that  piscator  found  himself  playing  a 
pounder.  Nothing  now  can  damp  his  ardour  ;  he 
is  a  dry-fly  man  ;  he  speaks  with  even  more  autho- 
rity than  ever  at  the  hotel,  for  now  his  book-lore  has 
been  supplemented  by  a  vast  experience  of  every 
possible  variety. 

Fishing  still  is,  and  ever  -will  be,  the  engrossing 
passion  of  his  leisure.  In  the  winter  evenings  he 
dreams  of  his  month  in  June,  where  the  limpid 
greenish  waters  glide  beneath  the  willows,  or  the 
brown  streams  bicker  through  the  bracken  ;  for  is 
he  now  not  equally  at  home  with  the  wet-fly  and 
the  dry  1  Has  he  not  stalked  his  fish,  and  caught 
him  with  a  short  line  upstream  ?  It  is  true  that  the 
most  conspicuous  success  of  which  he  boasts  was 
gained  when  the  shades  of  evening  had  long  been 
falling  fast,  when  his  Coachman  fell  somehow  or 
somewhere  in  the  shadows  in  the  direction  of  a  spot 
where  a  noise  like  half  a  brickbat  proclaimed  to 
ears  alone  the  existence  of  a  leaping  trout ;  half-a- 
dozen  pounders  followed  the  first  one  to  their  death 
in  the  darkness.  But  he  has  in  that  same  crystal 
stream  even  caught  the  fish  he  sought  on  sunny 
noons.  Yes,  I  can  see  him  now,  in  imagination,  his 
whippy  American  spht-cane  rod,  wielded  with  twice 
the  needful  force,  bending  and  swishing  over  the 
stream,  for  he  will  always  be  amateurishly  awkward. 
For  he  has  always  in  his  own  eyes  been  too  much  of 
an  expert  to  need  any  coaching.  At  his  first  cast 
into  a  bright  clear  stream  nine  times  out  of  ten  sub- 
merged streaks  flash  up  stream,  like  submarine 
lightning,  and  a  universal  hegira  is  proclaimed,  as 
down  clrops  the  line  with  the  flies  that  follow. 
Occasionally  by  some  divine  mischance  the  hne 
drops  straight  and  true,  and  for  a  minute  or  two  all 
his  cares  are  banished  and  the  early  freshness  of  his 
youth  comes  back  in  the  brief  struggle.  Even  now 
he  is  dreaming  of  those  glorious  moments,  for  such 
are  amongst  the  most  enduring  pleasures  of  his  hfe, 
and  the  yearly  longing  to  renew  them  wiU  only  leave 
him  when  he  dies.  F.  W.  Martin. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

Reports  (to  ensure  irisertion)  must  arrive  by  first 
post  on  Thursday  morningi 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Thames. — GKNKBAt,  Remaeks. — As  I  anticipated, 
the  season  has  opened  well  for  coarse  fishing.  The 
best  fish  have,  however,  been  had  as  a  rule  at  the 
weirs.  A  fine  bream  of  61b.  2oz.  has  been  caught 
at  Teddington  by  a  Mr.  Leyland.  This  is  the  best 
specimen  bream  taken  in  this  reach  for  many  years, 
and  haa  only  been  beaten  for  the  whole  of  the  river 
for  some  time  past  by  two  other  bream,  the  largest 
of  which  was  caught  at  Henley  and  scaled  over  8lb. 
At  Molesey  Weir,  Mr.  F.  Littlewood  has  had  in  a 
week's  fishing  thirteen  small  trout  up  to  21b.,  which 
he  returned  to  the  river.  He  also  caught  a  fine 
chub  of  .Sib.  lOJoz.,  and  a  barbel  of  4^1b.  At 
Chertsey,  Mr.  C.  Littlewood  has  had  a  brace  of  small 
trout  and  some  chub.  The  K.P.S.  chub  competition 
was  won  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Rogers,  the  hon.  secretary, 
Mr.  A.  Gaskell,  of  Teddington,  who  was  fishing  with 
the  hon.  secretary,  getting  the  second  prize.  The 
fish  were  caught  in  the  old  Windsor  weir  stream.  A 
barbel  of  71b.  has  been  taken  at  Shepperton.  Mr. 
Newman  has  had  seven  chub  at  Walton,  but  only 
two  went  over  21b.  At  Surbiton  "sewer  "  about  a 
stone  of  bream  was  taken  on  the  opening  day.  At 
Staines,  Mr.  Codd  and  Mr.  Davidson,  out  with 
Hone,  had  a  bream  of  Spb.  and  several  chub  up  to 
2|lb.  The  river  remains  in  good  order,  but  the 
stream  has  slackened  a  little.  At  Brentford  police 
court  on  June  20  Henry  Phelps,  giving  an  address 
at  Westminster,  was  summoned  for  fishing  in  private 
waters,  namely,  the  liver  Colne,  a  Thames  tributary, 
without  permission.  Mr.  C  Robinson,  who  prosecuted, 
said  that  Mr.  Wilfred  Latham  had  this  particular 
portion  of  the'stream  on  along  lease  from  the  Dukeof 
Northumberland.  Notices  had  been  posted  in  every 
available  place  that  fishing  was  not  allowed,  and 


the  complainant  had  gone  to  considerable  expense 
to  preserve  this  portion  of  the  stream.  The  public 
footpath  ran  alongside  the  water,  and  P.C.  Barnett, 
who  saw  the  defendant  fishing,  asked  by  what  right 
he  was  there.  It  was  found  the  defendant  had  no 
right,  and  it  was  alleged  he  was  very  insulting,  and 
the  summons  was  taken  out.  The  Chairman  said 
that  the  agreement  produced  was  not  under  seal  as 
it  should  be.  Mr.  Robinson  contended  that  it  was 
not  necessary.  The  defendant  admitted  the  offence, 
and  was  cautioned  by  the  Chairman,  but  the  Bench 
dismissed  the  summons  on  the  ground  that  the 
agreement  was  not  legal. — F.  H.  Ami'HLETt. 

Thames  (Henley). — More  trout  were  caught  on 
the  opening  day  of  coar-^e  fishing  season  than  have 
been  taken  for  the  past  five  years.  They  numbered 
over  two  dozen,  and  ranged  from  9in.  to  13in.  in 
length,  and  in  every  caae  they  were  carefully  returned. 
Roach  are  feeding  very  badly.  A  few  have  been 
caught  up  to  lib.,  and  a  rudd  of  lib.  4oz.  has  been 
taken  by  a  local  angler.  Chub  up  to  41b.  8oz. 
and  perch  up  to  12oz.  have  also  come  to  the  net. 
Mr.  C.  Barnett,  fishing  at  Hambledon  on  the  open- 
ing day,  took  'M'Ah.  of  fish,  including  eleven  chub, 
best  fish  31b.  12oz. ;  three  barbel,  best  fish  6 Jib.  ; 
and  a  few  perch.  All  the  above  were  taken  by 
casting  a  lobworm  from  an  eleven-foot  fly  rod, 
which  afforded  the  angler  a  good  deal  of  sport. 
Patrons  of  .1.  James  have  taken  chub  up  to 
31b.  4oz.  G.  Arlett's  patrons  have  had  some 
good  perch  and  chub  up  to  31b.,  !  while  clients 
of  R.  Young,  at  Medenham,  have  been  rewarded 
with  some  nice  perch,  jack  up  to  41b.,  and  chub  up 
to  41b.  8oz. ;  some  of  the  latter  fish  are  still  very 
heavy  in  spawn.  Anglers  will  do  well  to  lay  a 
ledger  rod  out  while  trying  the  roach ;  several  good 
eels  have  been  taken  this  way  during  the  paat  week. 
There  is  only  a  moderate  stream  running  just  now, 
and  the  water  is  not  quite  gin  bright  yet;  prospects 
for  sport  looks  promising  for  the  week-end. — 
Stanley  Mead. 

Cornish  Streams. — Peal  are  now  running  in  the 
Camel  in  large  quantities,  although  few  unfortun- 
ately appear  to  be  using  the  Fowey,  usually  the 
earlier  river.  Mr.  Liddell  got  two  good  ones.  Mr. 
Oliver,  two,  S  Jlb.  and  IJlb.,  and  another  rod  got  a 
couple  of  grilse  81b.  each.  At  Padstow,  the  mouth 
of  the  Came),  many  salmon  are  seen  and  an  early 
run  is  predicted.  Trout  fishing  is  only  good  in  the 
evenings.  Fortunately  there  is  plenty  of  water,  but 
in  the  absence  of  rain  it  is  as  clear  as  possible. 
— Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Glorious  summer 
weather  has  been  greatly  welcomed  by  anglers,  who 
have  not  failed  to  take  advantage  of  it.  They  have 
not  been  rewarded  with  large  catches,  however,  in 
most  cases  baskets  ranging  from  a  couple  of  dozen 
to  a  dozen.  The  fish  are  in  fine  condition,  and 
there  is  still  a  good  run  of  salmon  in  the  stream. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Last  week's  rain  and  the 
splendid  summer  weather  that  has  followed  in 
most  cases  improved  the  rivers.  On  the  moor 
tmglers  have  been  very  successful,  Mr.  Martin  taking 
four  fine  salmon,  with  rod,  whilst  Mr.  Holman  had 
three  and  Mr.  R.  Caunter,  two.  All  these  fish  were 
landed  on  the  higher  Dart.  A  341b.  salmon  has  been 
caught  on  the  Taw.  Fair  sport  has  been  obtainable 
on  the  Tamar,  evening  fishing  being  most  success- 
ful.   The  Carey,  too,  has  improved. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Poor  sport  continues  to  be 
experienced  on  this  river  in  consequence  of  the 
prolonged  absence  of  much  needed  e^pates,  the 
water  too  low  and  clear  tj  permit  of  remunerative 
sport.  An  isolated  catch  or  two  are  reported  as 
having  been  effected  during  the  week,  but  the 
majority  of  those  who  have  plied  the  rod  have  met 
with  disappointing  results.  The  outlook  for  the 
coming  week  remains  poor.  Ssa  anglers  are  having 
somewhat  improved  sport,  the  favourable  weather 
of  the  past  few  days  having  permitted  more 
frequent  operations  in  the  offing,  where  a  few  nice 
baskets  have  been  secured. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeteri. — Salmon  and  trout 
fishing  has  been  good,  but  now  the  former  is  falling 
off.  As  regards  the  catches  by  rod  fishermen,  some 
good  creels  of  trout  have  been  made  in  the 
main  river,  Creedy,  and  Culm.  The  coarse  fishing 
generally  promise-)  well,  and  already  some  good- 
sized  roach  and  a  few  perch  have  been  caught  near 
St.  David's  Station  and  Cowley.  In  the  Canal  carp, 
perch,  roach,  and  big  eels  are  in  evidence,  and 
anglers  holding  free  tickets  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
Mayor  and  Town  Council  of  Exeter  have  already 
sampled  perch,  which  are  numerous  but  small;  also 
roach  and  eels.  Sea  fishing  at  Exmouth  has  not 
yet  come  up  to  its  usual  excellence,  although  a  lew 
bass,  smelt,  eels,  and  flatfish  have  been  taken  at 
Exmouth,  Starcross,  and  in  the  Bight,  Messrs.  R. 
Mostyn,  White,  Pollard,  Worthy,  Bastin,  and  others 
being  most  successful.  \'i8itors  are  numerous  now 
the  liner  weather  has  come. — Red  Paljiee. 
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Lea  and  Tribntaries. —  Lea  anglers  are  eagerly 
looking  forward  to  the  opening  of  the  roach,  bream, 
and  chub  fishing  season,  as  spoi  t  is  very  slow  at 
present  with  trout  and  dace.  No  catches  worth 
recording  have  been  reported  this  past  week  either 
from  the  Lea  or  Stort,  though  the  latter  river  is  now 
open  to  general  angling.  I  advise  caddis  grubs  and 
gentles  for  dace.  Rivers  could  now  do  with  some 
good  showers,  as  they  require  freshening  up.  New 
water  would  also  benefit  the  fish. — Izaak  Walton, 

Little  Ouse  (Brandon). — The  river  is  in  splendid 
condition  for  fishing;  there  have  been  some  splendid 
catches  of  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  also  a  nice  lot  of 
perch.  The  fish  are  beautifully  clean.  Some  chub 
have  been  taken  up  to  5|lb.  ;  a  gentleman  from 
Cambridge  took  two  nice  chub  with  the  fly,  also 
some  nice  dace.  There  is  every  prospect  of  good 
sport  this  season  as  the  river  contains  plenty  of 
fish. — A.  RoLPH. 

Littleport  (Cambridge  and  Ely  Angling 
Society's  Waters). — Water  in  splendid  condition, 
and  prospects  good.  The  bream  are  here  in 
immense  quantities,  and  as  swims  are  being  cleared 
and  well  baited,  there  is  every  appearance  of  a 
most  successful  season.  Several  anglers  have  been 
out  since  the  opening  day,  and  the  average  takes  of 
bream  have  been  about  two  stone  per  rod.  A  few 
nice  roach  up  to  l|-lb.  have  also  been  taken. — 
C.  W.  Ling. 

Lngg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  Both  these 
trout  and  grayling  streams  are  in  fair  order  for 
fishing,  but  sport  has  not  been  good.  Several  nice 
lots  of  trout  have  been  landed. — Gw^nne. 

Onse  (Holywell  Perry). — River  is  now  in  fine 
trim,  both  for  the  fly  and  bottom  fishing;  some  very 
good  tench  and  bream  have  already  been  taken. 
Roach  have  been  rising  to  the  fly  very  freely  also  ; 
several  gentlemen  have  been  out,  and  all  had  mixed 
bags,  and  although  early  in  the  season  wheat  has 
been  the  most  successful  bait.  Mr.  Pengelly  lost  a 
monster  chub  after  a  good  struggle;  his  fly  came 
imtied. — A.  Scard. 

Piymonth. — The  water  is  still  very  fine  in  all  the 
rivers,  but  the  salmon  made  good  use  of  their  time 
during  the  last  flood,  especially  on  the  Dart,  where 
several  fine  fish  have  been  landed  ;  they  are  making 
their  way  up  to  the  higher  waters.  I  hear  also 
from  a  resident  on  the  river  that  there  are  peal  in 
nearly  every  pool  in  the  Tavy.  Several  have  been 
caught,  and  several  hooked  and  lost.  This  should 
be  good  news  for  the  night  fishers.  Trout  have  been 
rather  scarce  this  week,  but  some  few  have  been 
taken  on  the  higher  vvaters  with  the  Fernweb. — W. 

HEABrjER. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— Chub  fishing  under  the 
willows  with  large  buzz  bodied  flies,  or  roach  fishing 
with  paste  or  gentles,  are  the  most  successful  forms 
of  sport  just  now  so  far  as  regards  the  Severn,  but 
in  the  tributaries  good  trouting  is  almost  always 
obtainable  under  fair  conditions.  It  is  somewhat 
early  for  pool  fishing,  but  nevertheless  a  day  in 
quest  of  a  mixed  bag  from  one  of  the  Salopian 
meres  is  an  agreeable  experience. — Hafren. 

Severn.  Vymwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  commencement  of  the  coarse  fishing 
season  has  been  very  successful,  and  has  been  so 
far  favoured  with  beautiful  weather,  and  with  all 

'  these  rivers  in  good  condition  sport  is  very  good ; 
Some  very  nice  baskets  of  all  kinds  of  coarse 
fish  have  been  secured,  and  there  is  at  pre-sent  every 

I  prospect  of  a  successful  season.  In  the  lower  parts 
of  the  Tanat  and  also  in  the  Vyrnwy,  in  the  neigh- 

.    bourho  jd  of  Llanymynech,  the  grayling  are  said  to 

1     be  quite  as  numerous  as  in  former  years.— Vyrnwy. 

j  Scour  (Orove  Perry). —  i'he  season  has  opened 
fairly  well,  and  some  good  class  fish  have  been 
taken.  Bags  of  201b.  and  upwards  have  been 
secured,  which  have  included  bream  over  .31b.  and 

[    many  roach  up  to  l|lb.    Mr.  F.  Gray,  Mr.  Phillips, 

1,    Mr.  riiggs,  ana  Mr.  Shfjldon  have  secured  good  fish. 


The  standard  of  takable  fish  has  been  raised  con- 
siderably.— J.  lilBBY. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Fine 
weather  was  attendant  on  the  opening  of  the  coarse 
fish  season.  Rivers  were  in  good  order.  Sport 
among  the  small  fry  was  good,  but  I  have  nothing 
of  importance  to  record  among  the  heavier  fish. 
Roach  have  in  districts  not  spawned  and  the  bream 
are  not  in  condition.  A  number  of  anglers  have 
visited  Chichester  Canal.  Bream  up  to  1  jib.  have 
been  taken  in  the  early  morning  and  at  sundown 
with  small  fry  innumerable.  An  effort  is  being 
made  to  clear  the  weeds  and  to  make  the  canal  pre- 
sentable. Surely  those  who  make  it  a  receptacle 
for  their  dead  dogs  and  cats  should  come  within  the 
pale  of  the  law.  Half  a-dozen  carcases  might  be 
seen  floating  a  short  time  since,  and  I  believe  the 
attention  of  the  officer  of  health  has  been  called  to 
the  nuisance.  A  fine  sturgeon  was  recently  caught 
in  the  channel  at  Emsworth  by  the  brothers  Prior. 
— George  F.  Salter. 

Taff  (Llandowror,  Carmarthen). — The  river  is 
in  fairly  good  order  for  fishing,  though  rather  low. 
The  nets  are  making  good  takes  of  salmon  and 
sewin  in  the  tidal  waters. — H. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).  —  River  still 
rather  low,  but  somewhat  improved  by  the  recent 
rains.  A  few  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken,  and 
two  or  three  salmon  landed  during  the  past  few 
days.  More  rain  wanted  before  we  can  expect  a 
renewal  of  really  good  sport. — H. 

Teme  (Lndiow).  The  Teme  in  this  partis  now 
running  clear  and  a  fair  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  Angling  is  still  brisk,  but  the  takes  are 
not  large.  Minnow  fishing  in  early  morning  has 
accounted  for  some  very  nice  trout.  On  June  18,  in 
the  water  below  Ludford,  some  nice-sized  trout 
were  taken  with  May  Fly  and  Gold-tipped  Blue. 
With  worm,  in  Castle  Pound,  several  trout  aad 
coarse  fish  were  landed  on  June  20.  On  June  20, 
an  angler  took  eight  nice  trout  with  fly.  Jn  the 
Oakley  Park  water  sport  has  been  good. — 
S.  Ltjdlow. 

  (Tenbnry). — In  this  part  the  water  con- 
tinues to  run  clear  and  at  a  nice  level.  Angling  in 
this  district  has  been  brisk,  and  a  good  few  rods 
have  been  out.  The  fish  are  rather  slow  after  the 
feed  on  the  May  Fly,  but  are  beginning  to  rise  on 
the  streams,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  they  should 
be  well  on  the  feed  again.  Some  good  sport  was 
had  near  Little  Hereford  with  fly,  and  nice  trout 
taken  on  Monday  and  Tuesday. — Worcester. 

Tyne,  North  and  South,  and  Delgnbouring 
Rivers.— All  these  streams  are  now  running  low 
and  clear,  but  sport  continues  to  be  good.  Some 
good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  with  the 
worm.  The  heavy  fly  has  accounted  for  some  good 
baskets  also.  Very  good  sport  is  being  had  on  the 
Coquet.  Some  good  baskets  have  been  taken  on 
on  the  upper  reaches  about  Harbottle.  The  Aln 
and  Wansbeck,  too,  are  fishing  very  well  indeed  at 
present.  liilling  flies  :  Black  Gnat,  Olive  Quill,  Red 
Spider,  Oak  Fly,  Red  Quill,  Black  Spider  and 
Coachman. — Henry  A.  Mtjbton,  Northern  Anglers' 
Resort,  8  and  10,  Grainger-street,  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Usk  (Usk). — The  river  continues  to  be  low,  but 
notwithstanding  this  the  salmon  take  exceptionally 
well  for  this  time  of  year,  especially  on  the  lower 
water.  Consequently  a  splendid  week's  sport  has  to 
be  reported,  the  following  being  the  "kills":  — 
June  15.  —  Mr.  H.  Humphreys,  one,  141b.,  in 
Penyllyn  ;  Mr.  Crichton,  one,  9Jlb.,in  the  Garcoed  ; 
Mrs.  Lister,  two,  71b.  and  121b.,  in  the  Lower  Crows 
andLlwynch;  Mr.  Sword,  two,  10|lb.  and  15|lb., 
in  Pencarreg  and  Railyderry.  June  16. — Mrs. 
Lister,  three,  151b.,  231b.,  and  241b.,  in  the  Lower 
Pandy,  Bindings,  and  Weir  Pool.  June  17. — Mrs. 
Lister,  one,  141b.  ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies,  four,  Q^lb., 
lO^lb.,  121b.,  and  ISJlb. ;  Mr.  M.  King,  one,  15lb., 
in  the  Stone  Wall;  Major  Trevor,  one,  131b.,  in 
Railyderry;  Col.  Morris,  two.  Jime  18. — Mr.  R. 
Rickards,  one,  161b.,  in  the  Bindings  ;  Major  Trevor, 
one,  in  the  Raich  ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Davies,  one,  Ulb.  ;  Mr. 
Rees,  a  botcher  (drst  of  the  season).  June  20. — Mr. 
R.  Rickards,  two,  9|lb.  and  ll^lb.,  in  Coedyprior; 
Mr.  Sword,  two,  10|lb.  and  161b.,  in  the  Raich  and 
Llwynch;  Mr.  E.  King,  two,  Ulb.  and  12ib.,  in  the 
Bridge  Stream;  Mr.  M.  King,  one,  13|lb.,  in  Tre- 
castlo ;  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasley,  two,  131b.  and 
iilb.,  in  the  Signs  ;  Major  Trevor,  one,  in  the  Bind- 
ings. -June  21. — Mrs.  Lister,  a  botcher;  Mr.  M. 
King,  one,    12 Jib.,   in  Coedyprior:    Mr.  Gaskell 


Trout,  Sea-Tkoct,  and  Salmon  Flies.— One  of  the  largest 
stocks  in  the  kingdom.  Special  attention  given  to  flies  to  pattern. 
Suitable  selections  made  up  for  all  parts.  Mounted  fly  casts  for 
river  or  lake,  Is.  6d.  each.  Suitable  selections  made  for  any  water. 
Extra  fine  undrawn  gut  casts,  3  yards,  made  from  specially 
selected  gut.  Is.  each.  I  hold  scores  of  testimonials  for  these 
casts,  including  one  of  761b.  of  sea-trout  being  killed  with  one 
cast.  Special  undrawn  gut  points,  Is.  per  dozen.  Extra 
selected  horsehair  casts,  Is.  (id.  ;  best  tapered,  Is.  ;  first  quality, 
9d.  each. — J.  E.  Miller,  Northern  Anglers'  DepOt,  19,  New 
HtatiOD-street,  Leeds.    Telegrams:  "  Piscator,  Leeds. " 


Davies,  one,  12pb.,  in  the  Signs  ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Davips, 
three,  101b.,  121b,  and  131b..  in  the  Rock  Pool; 
Canon  Fletchpr,  one.  Rock  Pool.  Mr.  R  W. 
Rickards,  on  the  Priory,  Usk,  has  been  having 
excellent  sport  on  the  Wye,  near  Lydbrook.  In 
less  than  a  fortnight  ho  killed  twenty-nine  salmon, 
weighing  from  Ulb.  to  221b.— T.  R. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Sennybridge).  —  Rivers 
have  again  gone  rathf-r  low.  La^t  week  we  had  a  nice 
rise  in  the  river,  and  some  very  good  sport  was 
obtained  with  the  fly  and  minnow.  I  have  not 
heard  of  any  salmon  up  here  yet  this  season. — 

PONTSENNY. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire). — These  rivers 
are  low  and  very  clear,  and  in  order  for  fly  fishing, 
and  a  nice  few  of  both  trout  and  arayling  have  been 
obtained.  The  Wye  afforded  very  fair  sport,  as 
baskets  of  three  and  four  brace  have  been  taken, 
mostly  with  Dark  Ash  Dun  in  the  daytime,  and  a 
large  Yellow  at  night ;  the  latter  is  by  far  the  best 
time  to  fish,  say,  from  7  p.m  to  dusk.  The  Derwent 
yielded  a  few  good  fish,  both  the  Darleydale  Club's 
water  and  also  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  porti  .n  of  this  river.  Mr.  W.  Kirk- 
land  took  two  brace  on  June  17,  also  Mr.  W.  Dale 
several  good  trout.  Mr.  H.  Martin,  one  brace  ;  Mr. 
A.  E.  Coates,  June  22,  two  brace  ;  Mr.  H.  Cooper, 
too,  securing  several  nice  fish.  It  is  thought  that 
this  water  will  have  benefited  through  the  poinoning 
of  the  higher  reaches;  many  fish  had  worked  down 
and  recovered  from  the  efJects.  There  are  yet  a  few 
May  Flies  to  be  seen.  Useful  flies  :  Ash  Dun,  Cooper's 
Fancy,  Black  Gnat,  Dark  Spinner,  Golden  Palmer, 
and  large  Yellow  for  evening. — Dotterel. 

Tore,  Swale,  Wharfe,  Nldd,  Dervrent,  Ouse, 
ate.  (Yorks). — ^AU  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have  been 
keeping  in  capital  trim  for  anglers.  Trout  have 
been  feeding  fairly  we'l  and  at  times  have  risen  to 
the  fly  freely.  In  the  districts  of  Hawes  and  Ajsgarth 
some  nice  baskets  have  been  got  with  the  fly.  I 
have  been  doing  fairly  well  on  the  Yore  at  Danby. 
On  Monday  a  fr  end  and  I  caught  twenty-two  nice 
fish.  In  the  districts  of  Masham,  Tanfield,  and 
Ripon  sport  has  been  fiir.  Sport  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Swale  has  been  good. 
Fishing  for  coarse  fish  so  far  in  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Yore  and  Swale  has  not  been  good.  In  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Wharfe  bottom  fishers  have 
been  out  in  fair  numbers,  but  sport  has  been  poor. 
Trout  fishing  on  the  Derwent  has  been  gooJ  on  the 
association  water ;  one  angler  got  the  limitpd 
number  with  the  Green  Drake.  Reservoir  and 
pond  fishing  has  also  been  afiording  good  sport. 
On  Thrysbergh  reservoir  some  good  trout  up  to  51b. 
have  been  caught  with  the  fly.  On  Wintersett 
lake  Messrs.  Lodge  and  Rowley  have  done  well. 
The  Rye  and  Riccall  have  been  fishing  well  too, 
several  good  baskets  being  got  during  the  last  few 
days.  There  is  now  a  good  rise  of  Yellow  Dud,  and 
this  fly  with  the  Brown  Owl,  Black  Midge,  Knotted 
Midge,  Stone  Midge,  Bracken  Clock,  and  Yellow 
Dotterel  are  good  killers  at  present. — J.  E.  Miller, 
Northern  Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station  street, 
Leeds. 

SCOTTISH  REPORTS. 
Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.). 

— Lochs  Veyatie,  Boarlan,  Cama,  Urigiil,  and  Mheal- 
lain  have  yielded  exceptionally  good  sport.  On 
June  13,  Messrs.  Tucker,  ninety  trout,  201b.  ;  Messrs. 
Stewart  and  Allen,  sixty,  17^1b.  ;  Captain  Watson, 
thirty-two,  181b.,  besides  a /erox  of  71b.  ;  Mr.  Coilyer, 
sixty,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  forty-eight,  121b. ;  and 
Messrs.  Hodgson  and  Heasman,  thirty,  1  lib.  :  total, 
303  fish,  lOOilb.    On  the  14th,  the  heaviest  basket 
was  by  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch  Urigiil,  seventy  trout, 
201b. :  total  for  the  day,  298  trout,  88pb.    On  the 
15th,  the  two  heaviest  baskets  were  by  Messrs. 
Stewart  and    Allen,   London    on    Loch  Urigiil, 
seventy  trout,  21|lb.  ;  and  Messrs.  Watson  and 
Mack,   fifty-six  trout,  141b. :  total  for  the  day, 
one  hundred  and  eighty- five  trout,  52ilb.    On  16th, 
the  baskets  were  equally  good,  but  full  details  need 
not  be  given.    On  17th  Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  Liver- 
pool, on  Cama,  fifty-five  trout,  16flb.  ;  Col.  Brown, 
Liverpool,  thirty-tree,  Ulb.;  Mr.  Adair  Campbell, 
Dalkeith,  forty-two,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Stevenson,  Gl'-sgow, 
on  Loch  Boarlan,  fifty-five,  151b.  ;  and  Mr.  Roper, 
twenty,  51b.  On  13th  the  Laskets  were  exceptionally 
good — Mr.  Harry  Anderson,  on  Cama.  eighty-six, 
26|lb. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson,  on  same  loch,  fifty- 
one,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Laing,  Kelso,  on  Urigili,  forty-five, 
12|lb.  ;  Mr.  Stanfield,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  thi.ty-six, 
121b.;  Mr.  Cidlyer,  on  Loch  Mheallain.  thirty-six, 
Ulb.;  Col.  Brown,  on  Loch  Cam-i,  tvsenty-seven, 
91b. ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adair  Campbell,  on  Loch 
Veyatie,  twenty-two,  lOlb.    The  total  for  the  day 
was  three  hundred   and  three  trout,  95|lb.  :  an 
average  of  about  forty-three  trout,  141b.,toeach  boat; 
and  of  about  thirty  trout,  lOlo.  to  each  rod. — B. 

Beauly. — For  the  first  tliree  days  of  the  week 
the  Beauly  was  so  low,  owing  to  the  recent  dry 
weather,  that  angling  was  out  of  the  question, 
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and  anglers  spared  themselves  the  useless  taak.  On 
June  10,  however,  rain  fell  freely,  with  the  result 
that  on  June  17  the  river  was  again  in  good  ply. 
Colonel  Kincaid  Smith  (who  along  with  Colonel 
Demolynx  leases  the  home  reaches)  was  out  from 
the  Lovat  Arms  Hotel  on  June  17,  and  landed  two 
nice  salmon  of  101b.  each.  On  June  18  he  was 
again  successful,  his  basket  consisting  of  three 
beautiful  fish  of  121b.,  101b.,  and  91b.  The  Moniach 
Castle  rod  had  fifteen  nice  sea-trout  in  the  tidal 
waters  on  June  17.  Salmon  and  grilse  have  now 
begun  to  ascend  the  Kilmorack  Falls,  and  by 
a  week  good  sport  can  be  had  on  the  higher 
beats. — A.  R. 

Border  Esk  and  Liddle.— On  the  Scottish  side 
of  the  Willow  Pool,  in  the  double  waters  of  the 
Esk,  Mr.  H.  Yates  had  a  new  run  salmon  on  Satur- 
day weighing  121b.  Catches  of  sea-trout  are  not 
large  in  either  river.  Good  baskets  of  yellow  trout 
have  been  made  in  the  Liddle.  Mr.  McNeill,  sen., 
and  Mr.  McNeill,  jun.,  had  101b.  of  yellow  trout  in 
Liddle  water.  Mr.  Robertson  had  a  sea-trout  21b. 
in  the  upper  waters,  while  Messrs,  Armstrong, 
Walker,  Beattie,  and  Nichol  heid  each  good  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Liddle. 
The  Hermitage  water  is  also  affording  good  sport  in 
the  lower  stretches,  while  Messrs.  Brocklebank  and 
J.  Johnstone  have  been  doing  well  in  Kershopefoot 
water  with  burn  trout  and  an  occasional  sea-trout. 
Mr.  Beattie  and  Mr.  Graham  have  had  fair  baskets 
of  bum  trout  in  Liddle  water  below  Penton.  Mr. 
Hardie  had  several  takes  of  yellow  trout  in  the  pools 
and  streams  below  the  village,  while  in  the  lower 
reaches  Mr.  J.  Steel  had  several  creels  of  yellow  trout. 
In  Langholm  water  of  the  Esk  Mr.  Weatherstone 
caught  a  sea- trout,  Iflb.,  inSouies  Pool;  Mr.  Francis 
creeled  a  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Langholm  water. 
Mr.  J.  Malcolm  had  three  sea-trout  in  the  Upper 
waters,  Mr.  Francis  had  a  sea-trout,  Mr.  Bell  two 
dozen  yellow  trout  in  Tarras ;  on  Saturday,  Sergt. 
BeU  had  two  sea-trout,  21b.  each,  in  the  mid 
reaches.  Mr.  Bagshaw,  in  two  days,  had  several 
sea-trout,  IJlb.  each,  and  a  dozen  yellow  trout. 
In  Netherby  reserved  water,  on  the  English 
side  of  the  Willow  Pool,  Mr.  McLellan  had 
a  couple  of  sea-trout,  l|lb.  each.  Dr.  Travers, 
jun.,  had  a  sea-trout  in  Canonbie  water.  Dr. 
Travers,  sen.,  had  some  fine  yellow  trout,  the 
best  weighing  21b. ;  Mr.  Bell  had  two  dozen  yellow 
trout  in  Tarras,  on  June  18.  Mr.  Wm.  Murray  had 
three  sea-trout  during  the  week,  about  IJlb.  each; 
Mr.  A.  Jardine  caught  three  sea-trout  about  ipb. 
each.  Mr.  W.  Irving  and  Mr.  A.  Keen,  one  each, 
l^lb.  Mr.  Murray  creeled  four  sea-trout,  averaging 
1-J-lb.  each,  in  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Esk.  Mr.  R. 
Neilson  had  a  sea- trout  IJlb. ;  Mr.  R.  Wright  had 
one  about  21b.  There  is  a  fair  show  of  summer 
salmon  in  the  estuary,  and  several  have  been  got 
at  Port  Carlisle  and  Bowness.  In  the  Canonbie 
water  of  the  Esk  several  anglers  have  done  fairly 

well.  GiLNOCKIE. 

Carrou    (Easter    Ross,    Ardgay,    N.B.).  — 

Conditions  have  been  very  unfavourable  for  salmon 
angling.  Weather  bright  and  boisterous  and  water 
low.  On  June  14,  Mr.  Robert  Munroe  fished 
Glencalvie  water  for  Mr.  J.  C.  Dyson- Perrins  and 
landed  a  salmon  of  101b. ;  and  on  June  15  one  of 
81b.  On  June  18,  Mr.  Adam  Henderson,  Amat 
House,  caught  a  10-pounder  on  Mr.  F.  T.  Gervers* 
rod,  and  Mr.  R.  Munro  one  of  similar  weight  on 
Mr.  Dyson-Perrins'  rod.  On  June  20  the  last- 
named  caught  one  of  91b.  The  only  chance  of 
sport  at  present  is  on  the  upper  waters. — B. 

Inchnadampli  Hotel  (Sutherland). — On  June  7, 
Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Mid  Assynt,  eighteen  trout,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Letteressa,  fifteen,  5^1b.  ;  Messrs. 
Rowntree,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty-seven,  101b.  On 
8th,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty- four,  121b. ; 
Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Mid  Assynt,  twenty-seven,  101b. ; 
Messrs.  Rowntree,  on  Skiag,  twelve,  4lb.  On  9th, 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Skiag,  twenty-four,  91b. ;  Mr. 
Hawkins,  on  Loch  Awe,  eighteen,  81b.  On  10th, 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty-four,  101b. ; 
Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Mid  Assynt,  twelve,  51b.  On  11th, 
Mr.  Thomson,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty-seven,  1 21b.  ; 
Mr.  Hawkins,  on  River  Inver,  sixteen,  91b. ;  Capt. 
Hutchinson,  on  Hill  Lochs,  twenty-four,  101b.  On 
13th,  Capt.  Hutchinson,  on  River  Inver,  twenty-six, 
131b. ;  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Grugach,  thirty-seven,  141b. ; 
Messrs.  Rowntree,  on  Loch  Awe,  forty-two,  14^1b. 
On  14th,  Mr.  Thomson,  on  Grugach,  twenty-four, 
91b. ;  Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Loch  Awe,  twenty-eight,  1 1,1b.; 
Capt.  Hutchinson,  on  Hill  Lochs,  eight,  41b.  ;  Mrs. 
Rowntree  and  Miss  Billing,  on  Mid  Assynt,  eight, 
51b.  On  15th,  Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Mid  Assynt,  twenty, 
81b.  On  lOth,  Mr,  Rowntree,  on  Grugach,  one,  I  Jlb. ; 
Capt.  Hutchinson,  on  River  Inver,  eighteen,  101b. 
On  17th,  Mr.  Hawkins,  on  River  Inver,  sixteen,  9lb., 
heaviest  l;|lb.  On  18th,  Mr,  Norman  Webb,  on 
Gillaroo,  four,  41h. ;  Messrs.  Rowntree,  on  Grugach, 
eight,  41b. ;  Mr.  Webb,  on  Mid  Assynt,  twelve,  5lb.  ; 
Mr.  Hawkins,  on  Upper  Inver,  ten,  81b.,  and  one 
salmon,  121b.;  Capt.  Hutchinson,  on  Lower  Inver, 


six,  61b. ;  Mr.  Ramsden,  on  Letteressa,  twenty-four, 
101b.— W.  Wallace. 

Locliinver  (Cnlag'  Hotel).— Salmon  and  grilse 
now  taken  ;  trouting  good. 

Locli  Leven  (Kinross). — The  West  of  Scotland 
Club  could  not  go  out  for  their  first  day's  competi- 
tion last  week  owing  to  the  storm,  while  only  a 
couple  of  fish  were  captured  by  the  club  on  the 
following  day.  Fourteen  members  of  the  Dundee 
Club  took  fourteen  trout,  161b.  7oz.  First,  Mr.  C. 
Gourlay,  four  trout,  51b.  Ooz.;  second,  Mr.  D.  Crowe, 
three  trout,  41b.  3oz.  Heaviest  trout,  Mr.  C.  Gour- 
lay, 21b.  4^oz.  Mr.  Bonik,  Glasgow,  had  four  trout, 
71b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Butters,  Perth,  five  trout,  81b. — 
R.  B.  Laing. 

North  of  Scotland.— On  the  Muick,  and  chiefly 
on  Loch  Muick,  H.R.H.  Princess  Victoria,  with  the 
Hon.  Derek  and  Lady  Keppel,  had  some  splendid 
trout  fishing,  which  was  now  and  again  interrupted 
by  the  stiff  sou'- westers  which  have  been  prevalent 
during  the  past  fortnight.  On  the  Balmoral, 
Ballater,  and  Aboyne  reaches  an  occasional  fish  is 
being  got,  but  most  of  the  sportsmen  have  now 
left.  On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  and  Banchory 
reaches  a  few  grilse  have  been  got,  especially  on  the 
Crathes  and  Banchory  Lodge  waters,  and  every 
tide  now  the  chances  are  in  the  ascendant.  Very 
few  finnock  are  being  got  in  the  tidal,  but  the 
yellow-fin  is  much  en  evidence,  and  are  openly  killed 
on  the  Dee  where  there  is  no  restriction  or  law 
against  taking  them.  Don. — The  river  did  not 
move  with  the  recent  short-lived  spate.  It  is 
almost  too  dirty  to  angle  in,  and  certainly  very 
much  so  for  minnow  or  bait.  On  the  upper  and 
middle  sections  matters  are  not  so  bad,  and  here 
splendid  sport  is  being  got.  On  the  afternoon  of 
of  June  18,  within  an  hour  Mr.  J.  B.  Clyne 
(America)  had  ten  beautiful  trout,  averaging  fully 
^Ib.  each,  and  one  or  two  over  lib.  Little  or  nothing 
is  doing  on  the  Ythan  and  Ugie,  a  spate  being  much 
needed. — G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (Iiair^,  N.B.).— On 
June  14  Messrs.  Glass  and  Macfadyen,  London, 
twenty -four  trout,  111b.;  Mr.  Leake,  Norfolk, 
twenty,  71b.  ;  Dr.  and  Miss  Wright,  London,  seven- 
teen, 7|lb. ;  Drs.  Izod  and  Taylor,  London,  thirty, 
131b. ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephenson,  London,  nineteen, 
61b.  Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon,  London,  on  Loch 
Griam,  twenty-seven,  8Jlb.,  besides  two  ferox,  5Jlb. 
and  3|lb. ;  Meisrs.  Klosz  and  Maclachlan,  London, 
on  Loch  Merkland,  thirty-six,  12 Jib. ;  and  Messrs. 
Beard  and  Hughes,  Birkenhead,  on  same  loch, 
nineteen,  7Jlb.  Total  for  the  day,  196  fish, 
82ilb.  On  the  15th  the  baskets  were  some- 
what similar,  but  slightly  less,  owing  to  un- 
favourable weather.  16th  and  17th  so  stormy 
that  boats  could  hardly  venture  out.  Dr.  and 
Miss  Wright  got  twenty-one  trout,  5  Jib.,  on  June  16, 
and  Dr.  Wright,  thirty-three,  9jlb.,  on  June  17; 
Colonel  and  Miss  Dixon,  fifteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  L.  H. 
Luddington  and  Mr.  Logan,  Ely,  thirty-six,  131b.  ; 
Drs.  Izod  and  Taylor,  twenty -five,  7  Jib.;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stephenson,  seventeen,  71b. ;  Messrs.  Glass  and 
Macfadyen,  on  Loch  Griam,  forty,  13Jlb. ;  Mr.  T. 
Luddington  and  Mr.  Hicks,  Ely,  on  Loch  Merkland, 
forty -four,  13 Jib. ;  Chancellor  Prescott  and  Mr. 
Prescott,  Carlisle,  on  same  loch,  fifty-six.  181b. 
Total  for  the  day,  233  trout,  78Jlb.  In  all  cases 
where  lochs  are  not  named.  Loch  Shin  is  meant. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — River  very  low  and 
weather  squally.  Only  the  following  fish  landed 
since  last  report: — On  June  9,  Mr.  Buxton,  one 
salmon,  121b.,  and  on  June  10  one  of  101b.  All 
blank  until  Jime  16,  when  Mrs.  Davies  landed  a 
10-pounder.  On  June  17  Mrs.  Burdack  caught  a 
51b.  grilse,  and  Mr.  Buxton  two  salmon,  weighing 
161b.  and  71b.    Weather  still  unfavourable. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — In  the  course  of  a  month 
the  herling  should  be  running,  and  it  is  to  be  trusted 
that  the  migration  will  be  a  prolific  one  for  anglers. 
Sea-trout  have  again  made  an  exceedingly  poor 
show  in  the  Solway  nets  during  the  week,  and  few 
grilse  are  as  yet  showing.  There  is  a  fair  show 
of  summer  salmon  in  the  stake  nets  just  now. 
The  Annan. — In  this  river  on  Friday  Mr.  D.  C. 
Loudon  caught  a  sea-trout  of  2  Jib.  with  the  Devon 
minnow  ;  it  was  taken  in  the  lower  waters.  In  the 
same  stretch,  on  Tuesday  night,  Mr.  William 
Johnstone,  High  -  street,  caught  a  fine  herling 
nearly  Jib.  in  weight  with  the  night  fly.  In  the 
Mount  Annan  water  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper 
has  had  some  nice  sea  -  trout  with  the  night 
fly.  In  the  Wamphray  portion  visitors  'had 
some  good  sport  last  week  when  the  river  was  in 
order  after  the  flood.  In  the  Moffat  district  Major 
Greig  had  a  fine  basket  of  trout,  including  one  of 
21b.  6oz.  The  Nith,  Dumfries. — Very  poor  sport 
has  been  obtained  in  this  river.  In  the  Mid  Niths- 
dale  portion  a  odd  sea-trout  has  been  caught  with 
the  clear-water  worm  and  fly.  There  is  a  fair  head 
of  sea  trout  in  the  Nith  in  the  middle  portions 
especially,  but  th  ■  nights  have  been  too  cold 
for  sport.    The  Galloway  Rivebs  and  Lochs, 


— Angling  has  been  very  quiet  on  all  the 
rivers.  Some  fair  takes  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
taken  here  and  there.  Sea-trout  are  making  a  fair 
run  to  the  Dee,  but  few  have  been  caught  by 
anglers  in  the  ticket  waters.  On  the  lochs  some 
nice  creels  of  yellow  trout  have  been  taken. 
Ayrshire  Lochs  and  Rivers. — A  number  of  rods 
belonging  to  the  Wellshot  Anglers'  Club  were  out 
on  Loch  Doon  on  June  18.  Mr.  Jas.  H.  Allan  had 
the  best  basket  of  the  day,  besides  taking  the 
largest  yellow  trout.  Mr.  R.  M.  Cairns  had  the 
second  best  creel  of  trout.  Warmer  weather  is  now 
wanted  to  bring  out  a  better  hatch  of  fly. — 
Heatherbell. 

Spey  (Morayshire). — Owing  to  the  exceptionally 
high  winds  prevailing  during  the  greater  part  of 
last  week,  little  was  done  by  anglers.  However,  on 
the  Pitcroy  Lodge  waters  of  the  Spey,  Mr.  C.  M.  P. 
Bum  was  successful  in  killing  four  salmon,  weighing 
respectively  161b..  121b.,  lOJlb.,  and  101b.  On  June 
20,  other  50,000  to  70,000  salmon  fry  were  deposited 
successfully  in  the  well-known  Delmoonach  Pool, 
on  the  Carron  water.  Mr.  Rae,  Tugnet,  again 
superintended  operations.— J.  M. 

Sutherland  Arms  Hotel  (Lairgf,  N.B.). — 
On  June  14  Mr.  Copeland,  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  on 
Loch  Shin,  fourteen  trout.  6Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Weir  and 
Harvey,  on  Beannoch,  ten,  4Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Robert- 
son and  Cattanach,  Kilmarnock,  on  Loch  Shin, 
twenty-two,  lOJIb. ;  Mr.  Davies,  Henley-on-Thames, 
on  Loch  Doulah,  seventeen,  101b.  ;  and  Mr.  Con- 
nacher,  Perth,  on  Loch  Shin,  eight,  41b.  On  the  15th 
Messrs.  J ackson  and  Stallard,  on  Beaimoch,  twenty- 
two,  l2Jlb. ;  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Cattanach,  on 
Shin,  thirty,  151b.,  and  a  ferox  of  101b.  ;  Mr.  Conna- 
cher.  eight,  41b. ;  Mr.  Luddington,  twenty-one,  71b., 
andMr.  Davies,  on Craggie, twenty-one,  15lb.  On  16th 
Mr.  Connacher,  on  Loch  Shin,  twenty,  91b. ;  Mr. 
Davies,  on  River  Shin,  one  salmon,  101b.  ;  and 
Messrs.  Tucker  and  Stallard,  onFuarloch,  ten  trout, 
5|lb.  On  17th,  Mr.  Coimacher,  fifteen,  51b.;  Messrs. 
Tucker  and  Stallard,  seventeen,  Uflb. ;  and  Mr. 
Davies,  one  salmon,  91b.  On  18th,  Messrs.  Weir 
and  Harvey,  four  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  Connacher,  ten, 
51  b.  ;  and  Mr.  Davies,  twenty,  161b.  The  average 
weight  of  trout  all  over  is  upwards  of  Jib.,  while 
some  baskets  made  lib. — B. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery  (Galway). — Good  flood 
occurred  last  week,  which  brought  the  peal  up  to 
Lough  Inagh,  General  Beresford  securing  one  of 
41b.  on  Inagh,  on  June  17. — Jock  Scott. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — West  winds  and  showers 
of  rain  continued  through  the  week,  but  the  state 
of  the  tributaries  that  were  much  too  low  for  the 
fly  to  be  used  remain  unchanged.  No  salmon  have 
yet  been  able  to  ascend  the  Maine,  Blackwater, 
Ballinderry,  or  Moyola  All  the  stretches  of  the 
main  river  were  and  are  yet  in  order,  and  trout 
come  freely  to  the  fly.  and  large  catches  were 
obtained.  Salmon  are  confined  to  the  middle  and 
lower  sections,  but  the  grilse  that  are  coming  in  are 
running  through  to  the  lake.  Mr.  A.  Meenan  and 
friend  caught  twelve  trout,  181b.,  and  Mr.  George 
four,  101b.,  largest  5Jlb.,  on  the  Portglenone 
stretch.  Mr.  James  McLaughlin  four,  7Jlb.,  on  the 
Kilrea  section;  Mr.  J.  Atkinson,  seven  salmon, 
lljlb.,  12Jlb.,  12Jlb.,  13 Jib.,  14Jlb.,  14Jlb.,  and 
14Jlb. ;  Mr.  G.  Andrews,  one,  17Jlb.,  and  one 
grilse  41b. ;  and  Colonel  Bruce  seven,  ranging  from 
lUb.  to  141b.,  and  two  grilse,  31b.  and  51b.,  on  the 
Caronroe  reach.  A  flood  is  much  required  to  clear 
the  impurities  of  the  bottoms  of  all  the  rivers  of 
Ulster. — Daniel  O'Fee. 

Belfast  and  District. — River  angling  was  rather 
poor  in  the  past  week  owing  to  their  low  state,  and 
on  the  lakes  and  dams  it  was  not  much  better.  At 
Woodburn,  Marshallstown,  Stoneyford,  etc.,  some 
trout  were  taken  on  the  white  moth,  Greenwell's 
Glory,  Red  Quill,  and  Woodburn  Red,  but  the 
moonlight  spoiled  evening  fishing.  On  the  Mourne, 
Mr.  S.  G.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Thos.  Topping,  Ulster 
Anglers,  killed  twenty  trout  on  June  18  fishing  the 
still  deeps.  A  lot  of  sea  trout  are  on  the  Antrim 
and  Down  coast  waiting  for  a  flood. — J.  A.  B. 

Cummeragh  (co.  Kerry). — This  river  has  been 
in  order  on  three  days  and  good  sport  was  obtained. 
On  June  15,  Mr.  Cowbuin  landed  a  salmon  of  9 Jib. ; 
on  the  16th,  thiee,  weighing  respectively,  121b.,  81b., 
and  71h.,  and  on  the  17th,  a  peal  of  41b. —  I'.  J.  D. 

Erne  (Ballyshannon  and  Belleek).— On  the 
Eme  during  tho  past  week,  Mr.  W.  B.  Jameson 
landed  five  salmon  of  231b.,  181b.,  I61b.,  151b.,  and 
81b.  ;  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston,  five,  of  141b.,  81b.,  71b., 
71b.,  and  6lb. ;  Mr.  G.  R.  Cripps,  one  of  171b. ;  Mr. 
S.  V.  Thomas,  two  of  431b.  and  131b.  On  June  18, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  landed  two  salmon  of  161b.  and  13lb., 
and  four  grilse;  Mr.  Peart  landed  two  salmon  of 
171b.  and  151b.,  and  two  grilse;  SirH.  B.  Robertson 
landed  seven  salmon  and  three  grilse  of  141b.,  151b., 
151b.,  171b.,  171b.,  141b.,  161b.,  71b.,  61b.,  and  61b.,; 
Mr.  G.  Davies  landed  two  grilse  of  61b.  and  6lb. ; 
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and  Mr.  R.  W.  Sitwell  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Sitwell  landed 
five  salmon  and  grilse,  weighing  from  141b.  to  51b. 
Mr.  G.  R.  Cripps  and  Mr.  T.  B.  Johnston  took  a 
number  of  good  trout  in  the  evenings,  most  of  them 
2lb..  2Uh..  and  31b. ;  Mr.  T.  M.  Pike  also  took  a 
number  of  trout  of  similar  weights;  and  several 
trout  were  taken  on  the  Erne  in  the  late  evenings 
by  W.  and  J.  Gonigle  and  others,  three  of  them 
weighed  respectively  5|lb.,  7Jlb.,  and  SJlb..  all 
taken  on  wet  fly,  after  eleven  o'clock  at  night. — 
M.  RoGAx  AND  Sons. 

Galway  (Leeuane  Hotel).  —  Two  gentlemen, 
staying  at  Leenane  Hotel,  caught  on  free  fishing 
lakes  on  June  13  forty  brown  trout;  on  the  14th, 
fifty  brown  trout ;  on  the  16th,  on  Lough  Corrib, 
four  pike  and  six  perch  ;  on  the  17th,  Lough  Corrib. 
seven  pike  and  six  perch ;  on  the  18th,  Lough 
Corrib,  five  pike  and  eight  perch.  Pollack  fishing 
excellent  on  Killary  Bay ;  largest  taken  91b. 
Anglers  are  having  good  sport. — R.  H.  McKeown. 

Galway  River. — Analing  on  the  river  has  again 
been  good.  The  following  is  the  catch  for  the  week : 
On  June  15,  Mr.  Waldo  had  two  salmon,  weighing 
71b.;  Jlr.  J.  Lydon,  two,  111b.;  Capt.  Steward, 
seven,  37  Jib.  ;  Mr.  Strange  Kerring,  six,  26ilb.  On 
16th,  Capt.  Steward,  eight,  38|lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Lydon, 
six,  321b. ;  Mr.  Waldo,  seven,  36Jlb. ;  Mr.  Strange 
Herring,'six,  281b. ;  Mr.  Hallett,  one,  4Jlb.  On  17th, 
Capt.  Steward,  three,  13lb. ;  Mr.  Waldo,  four,  231b.  ; 
Mr.  Strange  Herring,  three,  161b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Lydon, 
three,  IGilb.  On  18th,  Mr.  Strange  Herring,  eight, 
431b.  :  Mr.  J.  Lydon,  two,  7^1  b. ;  Mr.  Waldo,  two, 
9ilb. ;  Mr.  Milne,  one,  Gilb.;  Mr.  Hallett,  two,  lllb.; 
Major  Williams,  two,  8Jlb. ;  Capt.  Steward,  one,  61b. 
On  20th,  Mr.  Strange  Herring,  eight,  47Jlb. ;  Capt. 
Steward,  eleven,  57ilb.  ;  Mr.  Milne,  one,  oilb.  ;  Mr, 
Waldo,  nine,  471b.  ;'Mr.  E.  M.  Dixon,  three,  ISUh. ; 
Mr.  J.  Lydon,  one,  5ilb.  Oa  2l8t,  Mr.  E.  M.  Dixon, 
eight,  36ilb.  ;  Capt.  Steward,  fourteen,  721b. ;  Mr. 
Strange  Herring,  ten,  o41b.  ;  Mr.  Waldo,  seven, 
S'jjlb. ;  Capt.  Robeson,  four,  211b.  ;  Mr.  N.  O'Niel 
Powell,  twenty,  lOo^lb. — W.  N.  Milne. 

Longh  Cona  (Cloghans,  Ballina). — Mrs.  and 
Mr.  Cayley  got  seven  salmon  in  two  weeks,  along 
with  some  beautiful  baskets  of  trout,  averaging 
l£lb.  ;  Mr.  Miller  got  a  pike  of  381b.  6oz.,  one  of 
14lb.,  and  some  splendid  trout,  average  2|lb. ;  Mr. 
Sanders  got  six  salmon  in  seven  days,  average,  401b., 
and  four  splendid  trout,  61b.,  81b.,  5pb.,  and  2^\h. ; 
Mr.  Biss  got,  in  fourteen  days,  eight  grilse,  averaging 
6ilb.,  and  some  beautiful  baskets  of  trout,  also  a 
large  pike,  35lb. ;  Colonel  Hewatt,  in  two  days, 
caught  two  salmon  of  141b.  and  121b.  Good  prospects 
for  th(^  coming  week. — Tom  Clarke. 

Loughs  Coan  and  CuUen  ^Anglers'  Hotel).— 
Fishing  on  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  for  the  past 
fortnight  has  been  very  good,  and  gentlemen  staying 
at  the  Anglers'  Hotel,  Pontoon  co.  Mayo,  have  had 
good  sport.  Mr.  R.  E.  Thornhill  killed  thirty -eight 
trout,  largest  51b.,  one  salmon,  lOlb.,  and  three 
grilse,  61b.,  5|lb.,  and  51b.  Mr.  W.  G.  Garrett  had 
three  grilse,  61b.,  4|lb.,  and  5ib.,  twenty  trout, 
largest  4lb.,  and  several  small  pike,  largest  10 Jib. 
Mr.  Alfred  Hill  killed  three  salmon,  14ilb.,  101b., 
and  9lb.,  eleven  grilse,  averaging  51b.  each,  and 
some  nice  trout ;  he  killed  all  his  fish  near  the 
Pontoon  Bridge.  Mr.  Powl  had  some  good  trout, 
thirty-five  in  all,  some  over  51b.,  three  salmon, 
101b.,  8lb. ,  and  61b.,  and  several  good  pike,  largest 
211b.  This  fish  has  been  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper,  of 
London,  to  be  set  up.  Mr.  S.  H.  Meyers  killed 
fifty-four  trout,  several  over  41b.  Messrs.  A. 
Pierson  and  Lewellin  are  getting  nice  sport. — P. 
Healy. 

Ztongh  Corrib  f  Anglers'  Hotel). — Fishing  from 
the  above  hotel  the  following  catches  have  been 
had: — On  June  13,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court  killed  eight 
trout,  weighing  lllb.;  Col.  Caufield,  eight,  12lb. ; 
Mr.  Sleater  and  friend,  five  fish,  81b. ;  Mr.  Hurst, 
five,  Hilh.  ;  Mr.  C;oghlan  White,  five,  7ilb.  On 
14th,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court,  eight,  121b.,  andasalnnon, 
61b. ;  Mr.  Coghlan  White,  six,  91b.  ;  a  storm  this 
day  which  prevented  fi.shers  going.  On  15th,  Mrs. 
and  Mr.  Court,  eight,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Coghlan  White, 
six,  9lb.  ;  Col.  Caufield,  seven,  lllb.  ;  Mr.  Hurst, 
three,  7lb. ;  Mr.  Sleater  and  company,  five,  81b. 
On  IGth,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court,  one  salmon,  61b.,  and 
seven  trout,  101b.  ;  Col.  Caufield,  two  salrnon,  131b., 
and  eight  trout,  91b.  ;  Major  O'Hara  and  Major  W. 
Williams,  three  salmon,  191b.,  and  five  trout,  81b.  ; 
(these  last-named  gentlemen  played  for  a  consider- 
able time  and  lost  thr.-e  salmon  :  a  good  day)  ;  Mr. 
Sleater,  one  salmon,  G^b.,  and  four  trout,  7lb.  On 
17th,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court,  eleven  trout,  141b.  ;  Mr. 
Sleater,  eight,  lllb. ;  Majors  O'Hara  and  Williams, 
two  salmon,  141b.,  and  eight  trout,  121b.  ;  Col. 
Caufield,  seventeen,  lllb.;  Mr.  Hurst,  five,  8Jlb. 
On  18th,  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court,  thirteen,  18lb. ;  Col. 
Caufield,  two  salmon,  121b.,  and  six  trout.  7Jlb. : 
Mr.  Hurst,  five,  fme,  41b.,  and  five  weighing  Gib.  ;  Mr. 
Sleater,  seven,  lO^lb.  On  19th,  .Mrs.  and  Mr.  Court, 
thirteen,  201b. ;  Mr.  Sleater,  one  salrnon,  Gib.,  and 
four  trout,  7  Jib.    This  record  is  good.    It  has  been 


the  most  remarkable  week,  particularly  on  the  bay 
and  river  of  Oughterard,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
past. — T.  Naughton. 
Lough  Cnrrane.  etc-  (Waterville,  oo.  Kerry). — 

Sport  of  a  good  description  has  boon  had  at  sea 
and  brown  trout.  Among  thee  out  were  Mr. 
Eason,  Captain  Campbell,  Mr.  H.  R.  D.  Keaniey, 
Messrs.  McMuUen  (two),  Mr.  Cowburn,  Major  Park, 
Mr.  Matson,  and  Mr.  Carver.  Sea-trout  are  arriving 
in  good  numbers,  and  peal  are  arriving  at  last. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (ClonbTir).  —  Fishing  this  water 
from  Kilbride  Lodge  are  Messrs.  A.  P.  Swan, 
S.  D.  S.  Chatterton,  J.  E.  Cockburn,  W.  F.  Booth, 
J.  A.  Hardy,  G.  Westrup,  R.  Ryn,  G.  F.  Gilling, 
Rev.  Canon  Elvy,  and  Rev.  Brayshaw.  The  above 
gentlemen  are  having  fairly  good  sport  on  the  fly 
for  the  past  few  days.  Mr.  J.  E.  Cockburn,  in  five 
days,  killed  forty-nine  trout  on  fly,  ranging  from 
lib.  to  5ilb. ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Hardy,  on  June  16,  killed 
three  trout,  heaviest  21b.;  on  June  17,  four  trout; 
on  June  18,  four,  heaviest  l^b.  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth, 
on  June  13,  killed  two  trout ;  Mr.  G.  F.  Gilling,  on 
June  13,  two  ;  Mr.  W.  F.  Booth,  on  June  16,  four; 
Mr.  G.  F.  Gilling,  four,  on  June  17  ;  Mr.  W.  F. 
Booth,  five;  Mr.  G  Westrup,  on  June  18,  four; 
Mr.  R.  Ryn,  two.  Canon  Elvy,  dapping,  had  some 
nice  trout  up  to  4Jlb. — Pat  Summerville. 

Lough  Melviu- — Trouting  was  good  during  the 
past  week.  Mr.  V.  Gregorie  and  J.  Rogan  took  a 
fine  basket  of  gillaroos  and  brown  trout,  contain- 
ing twenty-si.x  trout,  on  June  21.  Mr.  L.  Curtler 
took  fifty-one  trout  on  June  16,  17,  and  18.  Mr. 
P.  Henry  took  a  grilse  of  61b.  on  June  20.  Mr.  B. 
Gallagher  took  a  brown  trout  of  5 Jib.  on  June  18, 
and  Mr.  A.  Kelly  landed  a  grilse  of  4  Jib.  on  June  17. 
Trouting  was  good;  and  the  anglers  out  generally 
over  the  lake  took  nice  baskets  of  gillaroos  and 
brown  trout  daily  during  the  past  week. — M.  Rogan 
AND  Sons. 

Mourne  (ITewtown  Stewart,  co.  Tyrone).— 

The  Mourne  has  been  in  bad  condition  for  the  past 
ten  days  or  so,  and  comparatively  little  was  one. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Uoy  (Ballina.  co.  Mayo). — Fishing  on  the  river 
has  been  fair.  On  June  16,  Mr.  Mills  hooked  a  very 
large  fish,  but  lost  it  after  some  exciting  sport. 
Fish  are  coming  up  now,  and  the  pools  are  very 
well  stocked.  The  nets  are  getting  a  good  number. 
Fishing  on  the  lake  has  been  good,  and  some  nice 
trout  have  been  taken  on  the  fly.  Fishing  is  sure  to 
improve  next  week. — ^John  Devebs. 

Moy  (Poxford). — Fishing  from  the  hotel,  Foxford, 
for  the  last  week  has  been  very  good.  Mr.  Frank  C. 
Scargill,  ten  salmon  in  six  days,  14lb..  121b.,  101b., 
81b.,  71b.,  61b.,  four,  20lb. ;  Mr.  T.  W.  Hanmer,  nine 
salmon  in  five  days  ;  Mr.  R  W.  Mills,  two  salmon  in 
one  day.    Nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  brought 

in.  P.  J.  COGELAN. 

Moy,  Loughs  Conn  and  Cullen  (Ballina,  co. 
Mayo). — Settled  weather  prevails  here,  and  the 
grilse  are  now  up  in  good  numbers  in  the  river. 
Mr.  Scroope  had  three  grilse,  16ilb  ;  Mr.  Boland, 
two  grilse,  9Jlb  ;  Colonel  Saunders,  one  grilse,  61b.  ; 
Mr.  West,  four  grilse,  191b.  An  occasional  grilse 
has  been  got  on  the  loughs,  also  some  nice  trout. 
There  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  on  the  river. 
Some  good  takes  of  sea-trout  were  got  on  the  lower 
parts  of  the  river. — Pat  He.'ibnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  The  weather  is  still 
cool,  and  but  little  rain  has  fallen.  On  Doonass  Mr. 
H.  Hodges  killed  three  salmon,  11  Jib-,  13 Jib.,  141b., 
two  peal,  5lb.  and  6 Jib.  On  New  Garden,  Mr. 
A.  J.  Coppinger  killed  one  salmon,  15lb.,  six  peal, 
3 Jib.,  3 Jib.,  121b.,  31b.,  3 Jib.,  6Jlb.  On  the  Castle 
fishery  Mrs.  Inghana  killed  two  salmon,  141b.  each, 
one  peal  4Jlb.  On  Summerhill,  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham  killed  two  peal,  41b.  each. — J.  Enright 
and  Son. 

Shannon  and '  Lough  Derg  (Eillaloe).  —This 
week  Mr.  A.  Walmealey  Cotham  (Prescot)  has  had 
brilliant  sport  with  the  grilse.  On  June  15  he 
killed  one  salmon,  14lb.,  and  two  grilse,  71b.  and 
61b;  16th,  one  grilse,  61b.;  17th,  four,  51b.,  51b., 
41b.,  4!b.;  18th,  one,  6lb. ;  19th,  two  salmon,  71b., 
151b.,  one  grilse  71b.  ;  20th,  four,  7Jlb.,  7ib.,  G.Ub., 
5Hh.;  2l8t,  five,  71b.,  7Jlb.,  71b.,  71b.,  6Jlb.  '  On 
the  IGth  Sir  Montague  Chapman,  one  grilse,  41b. ; 
17th,  one,  31b.  ;  18th,  one  salmon,  141b.  The  even- 
ing trouting  has  been  very  indifferent  in  consequence 
of  the  weather  being  piercing  cold  during  the  last 
fortnight.  Mr.  Michael  Gleeson  has  killed  the 
largest  pike  of  the  week — an  IS-pounder.  The 
grilse  are  still  running,  and  prospects  for  July  are 
good.  My  fisherman,  Michael  Gleeson,  just  after 
landing  on  my  preserves,  had  three  fine  grilse,  91b., 
71b.,  and  .51b.  Splendid  reserved  reach  to  let 
for  July. — S.  J.  Hurley,  Abbey  View,  Killaloe, 
Ireland. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). — Good 
sport  continues  to  be  had  at  brown  trout  on  the 
above  waters.  On  Cloonaghlin  lake  on  one  day 
four  dozen  were  had  by  two  anglers. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — After  two  or  throe  days  of  strong 
westerly  winds  and  choppy  seas,  the  sea  is  now, 
at  time  of  writing  (June  21),  as  calm  as  a  lake,  and 
boat  anglers  are  off  again  after  silver  bream, 
conger,  pout  whiting,  etc.  Mackerel  still  continue 
to  "school"  close  in  shore,  but  not  so  plentiful. 
The  drift  net  boats  are  off  nightly  and  pay  out 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  nets,  and  drift  with  the 
tide  for  some  five  or  six  hours. — H. 

Hastings. — Plenty  of  good  flatfish  about.  Anglers 
have  been  doing  well  during  the  past  week,  Mr. 
Tetgen,  on  St.  Leonards  Pier  on  .June  17,  securing 
a  sole  of  lib.  2oz.  The  dabs  now  run  a  fair  size. 
The  Angling  Association  fished  tho  first  of  their 
series  of  boat  competitions  on  Wednesday  (June  22), 
seventeen  taking  part.  Mr.  H.  Dowsett  took  first 
prize  with  lOlb.  5oz.  of  flsh  ;  Mr.  Briant.  second. 
The  total  weight  of  fish  weighed  in  was  1081b. — H. 
Dowsett. 

Penzance. — Since  Thursday  last  the  weather  has 
been  all  that  one  could  wish,  a  lot  of  boats  out 
every  day,  and  good  sport  has  been  the  rule.  Mr. 
Jubb  with  rod  and  boatman  with  hand  line,  had  in 
four  catches  fifty-six  mackerel,  seventeen  pollack, 
two  ling,  ten  conger,  eighty  bream,  seven  scads,  nine 
gurnard,  four  pouting,  one  ray,  four  dogfish,  and 
yesterday  caught  about  Icwt.  of  mixed  fish,  some 
fine  pollack  among  them.  We  had  sixteen  pollack 
from  41b.  to  141b.,  twenty  large  bream,  and  four 
pouting.  Capt.  Beckerleg,  whiffing  for  pollack, 
caught  fourteen  from  41b.  to  101b.  each.  Pier 
fishers  at  Newlyn  are  having  goo.i  sport  with  grey 
mullet,  bass,  and  bream. — J.  H.  Rowe  (B.S.A.S.). 

Plymouth. — There  is  still  plenty  of  fishing  of  all 
kinds,  and  the  pollack  are  about  in  great  numbers. 
Mr.  Walton  has  had  another  catch  of  nearly  5001b. 
weight.  Some  fine  bass  are  still  bsing  taken  in  the 
Hamoaze,  and  a  gentleman  came  in  on  Tuesday 
who  has  been  having  some  grand  sport  with  them  on 
the  Yealm.  In  one  day  he  took  twenty-three  bass, 
which  weighed  over  801b.,  and  several  othsrs  have 
been  doing  nearly  as  well.  They  seem  very  plentiful 
all  around  the  bay  ;  in  fact,  we  have  not  had  so 
many  for  years.  The  whiting  boats  have  been 
doing  well,  and  the  fish  are  very  large.  I  had  a 
specimen  of  the  trumpet  fish  brought  in  last  week 
that  was  caught  in  one  of  the  steam  trawlers  ;  it 
was  a  perfect  specimen,  and  about  five  inches  long. 
— W.  He.4.rder(B.S.A.S.). 

Bamsgate. — Some  boats  have  been  out  this  week, 
and  have  had  fair  takes  of  flatfish  and  pouting  and 
a  sprinkling  of  "dogs"  and  congers.  From  the  West 
Pier  dabs  and  pouting  have  been  taken,  but  though 
plentiful  are  small.  From  the  harbour  a  few  silver 
eels  of  good  size  have  been  had.  From  the  Iron 
Pier  I  hear  some  bass  have  been  taken.  The 
weather  looks  much  more  settled,  and  fairly 
promising  for  the  week-end. — Grey  Mullet. 

Weymouth. — We  are  having  perfect  summer 
weather  just  now,  and  with  the  improvement  come 
reports  of  good  baskets  of  fish  being  taken. 
Flounders  and  eels  are  still  being  caught  in  the 
backwater,  also  a  few  bass.  Mullet  are  making 
their  way  up,  and  several  have  been  netted.  There 
have  been  a  few  good-sized  plaice  caught  from  the 
pier,  on  the  bay  side.  Bait,  soft  crabs.  On  June 
19,  at  Ferry  Bridge.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bowles  (the  local 
representative  of' the  B.S.A.S.)  captured  a  nice  bass 
weighing  4lb.,  and  one  of  IJlb.,  fishing  with  live 
prawn.  On  Monday,  W.  Moggeridge,  a  member  of 
the  W.A.A.,  and  two  visiting  members  of  the 
B.S.A.S.  caught  eight  and  a  half  dozen  pouting, 
twelve  dabs,  one  plaice,  and  two  conger,  oii  the 
breakwater*.  On  June  20,  the  same  party  caught 
fourteen  dozen  pouting,  some  large  size.  No  reports 
of  any  mackerel  being  taken  yet. — Chas.  J.  Russell. 


JlssociaUons.  etc. 


Blenheim  .Angling  Society. 
Mr.  Ernest  Roberts  presided  at  our  annual  dinner 
held  on  Jime  9,  when  there  was  a  good  gathering 
of  members  and  friends.  After  the  usual  loyal  toast 
the  chairman  gave  "  The  Society,"  and  the  secretary 
replied.  The  prizes  for  the  past  season  were  distri- 
buted, and  Messrs.  Armitage,  Bentley,  Blagrave, 
Cracknell,  Henderson,  Norman,  Rodbur,  Wilkins, 
and  Yarham  appeared  to  have  been  the  most  suc- 
cessful. In  response  to  the  secretary's  usual  appeal 
several  members  contributed  to  the  prize-list  for  the 
season  just  commenced.  The  musical  part  of  the 
proceedings  was  sustained  by  songs  by  Messrs. 
Cracknell,  Everitt,  Marks,  Sharrah,  and  others,  with 
Mr.  Gillingham  at  the  piano  ;  also  by  ilr.  Walter 
Ludlow,  wliose  singing  was  much  appreciated.  Mr. 
Co'imcillor  Sparks  gave  "  The  Officers,"  and  Mr. 
Marks  replied.  The  catering  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Dtmgate,  and  a  woll-served  repast  gave  every  satis- 
faction. A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  brought 
a  very  pleasant  evening  to  a  close.    On  June  15  two 
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new  members  were  duly  elected,  and  on  June  22 
three  more  were  proposed.  The  whole  of  the  society's 
water  is  now  open  for  fishing,  except  that  in  the 
Harefield  portion  ;  chub  and  roach  may  not  be 
taken  before  July  1. 

Briny  Anglebs'  Association. 

Competitors  in  the  Littlehampton  competition 
who  weighed  in  fish  from  6oz.  and  upwards  will 
receive  a  prize.  The  distribution  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  July  11,  at  9  p.m.,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  in  the 
chair.  Will  secretaries  kindly  send  in  unsold  tickets 
as  early  as  possible  and  oblige. — Hon.  Sec. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Bates  was  in  the  chair  on  Wednesday, 
and  speedily  disposed  of  the  routine  business  of 
minutes,  correspondence,   agents'   and  members' 
reports — Clacton,  Newhaven,  Lulworth,  Parkstono, 
Penzance,  Ilfracombe,   Deal,  etc.    With  reference 
to  Mr.  Howard's  inquiry  last  week  as  to  immature 
lobsters,   the  secretary  read  a    letter  from  Mr. 
Towse,  the  Clerk  of  the  Fishmongers  Company, 
stating  Sin.  in  length  as  the  smallest  allowed  to  be 
taken.    Mr.  Walton's  big  take  of  !)671b.  of  pollack  off 
Plymouth  in  three  hours,  between  7  and  10  p.m.,  was 
explained  as  being  theresult  of  three  men  fishing  with 
rods,  but  GOOIb.  of  it  fell  to  his  own  rod.    A  photo 
of  the  catch  was  handed  round.    Mr.  Aflalo  was  re- 
ported to  have  taken  a  fine  4. Ub.  bass  at  Teignmouth. 
Mr.  Edgar  Hyde  read  a  paper  upon  the  subject  of 
the  evening — "Pollack  and  Coal  Fish,"  being  two 
of  the  fish  included  in  the  new  competition  for  the 
Committee  Cup,  clearly  describing  both  fish,  which 
were  very  closely  allied,  being  of  the  cod  family, 
but  differing  somewhat  in  shape  and  much  in 
colour.     The   pollack  was  easily  distinguishable, 
however,  by  the  medial  line  inclined  upwards  as  it 
reaches  the  head,  and  the  strongly  under-shot  jaw, 
both  peculiarities  absent  in  the  coal  fish.    A  fine 
specimen  was  handed  round  in  the  tray  for  exemplifi- 
cation.   Colour  on  back,  dark  rifle  green,  lighter  on 
sides,  with  golden  stripes  and  spots,  white  under- 
neath;  well  known  in  Scotland  as  the  "lythe,"  in 
Yorkshire  as  the  "  leets "    It  has  large,  lu9trous 
eyes,    pathetic,    yet    fierce,    in    expression ;  an 
eager,   rushing    fish,    and    should    be  mastered 
at  once,   as  if  allowed   to  find  rocky  and  foul 
bottom,  fish  and  tackle   are  certainly  lost.  Its 
habitat  is  in  deep  water  and  rocky  bottom,  but 
will  follow  food — say  a  shoal  of  pilchards — to  the 
surface,  even  into  a  seine,  in  which  they  dash  in 
and  out.    In  fine  weather  they  will  leave  cover  and 
get  into  the  sandy  patches  for  worms,  and  will 
near  the  beach  for  small  fry  ;  they  will  then  take  a 
fly.    They  are  best  caught  at  night,  but  in  deep 
water  good  sport  may  be  had  in  the  daytime.  They 
don't  fight  BO  hard  as  a  bass,  but  being  in  much 
larger  numbers,  afford  better  sport.    As  food,  they 
are  certainly  better  worth  eating  than  bass.  They 
are  best  caught  over  rocky    bottoms   in  good 
depths,  two  or  three  fathoms  off  the  bottom.  The 
level  in  which  they  swim  needs  accurate  finding. 
Railing  or  drift  fishmg  is  much  practised  ;  where  fish 
run  large  too  fine  tackle  should  not  be  used  as  the 
fish  must  be  held.    The  lecturer  exhibited  his  two 
rods  with  lines  and  tackle  complete,  one  for  light 
work,  7ft.  Gin.  long,  springy,  with  silk  line  and  wire 
trace — good  up  to  Olb. ;  the  other,  6ft.  6in.  long, 
stiffer  and  with  stouter  tackle.    The  wire  trace,  he 
advised,  should  only  be  once  used  as  it  rusts.  Bait 
for  whiffing,  india-rubber  sand  eel,  or  the  live  eel, 
certainly  the  best,  but  ragworm  and  live  shrimp 
much  used.    Slithers  of  pilchard,  and  of  themselves 
much    appreciated.      The   coal-fish  he  described 
as  black  or  deep  blue  on  back,  becoming  sud- 
denly white  at  the  lateral  line,  known  as  the 
"sillock"  in  Scotland,  where  it  was  most  common, 
the  "saithe"  or  "  seth-podling"  in  Fifeshire,  the 
bit  or  billet,   and  in  Cornwall  as  the  rauning 
(ravening)  pollack.    It  was  very  abundant  round 
our  northern  coasts,  and,  taken  in  large  quantities, 
found  its  way  to  our  fishmongers  as  rock  or  white 
salmon,  usually  sold  in  fillets  cut  up.    Its  habits 
were  very  much  those  of  the  pollack,  which  it  closely 
resembles.  By  a  telegram  just  received,  a  friend  had 
caught  one  yesterday  in  Scotland  of  241b. ;  they  run 
heavier  than  the  pollack.    Mr.  Basten  alluded  to 
his  Irish  pollacking ;  Mr.  Read  Clarke  described 
thoirj presence  at  Deal,  giving  good  sport  from  the 
pier;  Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Williams  gave  experiences. 
Mr.  Pickup  pointed  out  that  the  coal  fish  had  a  barbel 
on  its  under  jaw,  the  pollack  had  not.    The  chair- 
man s  lid  pollack  was  never  caught  in  bad  weather, 
it  was  a  fine  weather  fish.    Had  forty-five  years' 
experience,  and  still  urged  the  use  of  light,  very 
light,  tackle,  single  gut  and  one  hook  quite  enough. 
Mr.  Hyde  replied,  and  with  the  chairman  received 
the  customary  vote  of  thanks.    Next  Wednesday 
Mr.  Hyde  will  resume  with  a  paper  on  *'  Bream  and 
Mackerel,"  two  more  of  the  sporting  fish  series,  and 
Mr.  Linfoot  is  expected  to  occupy  the  chair. — 
H.  P. 


City  of  London  Piscatorial  Society. 

A  well-attended  meeting  was  held  at  Broad-street 
Restaurant,  E.G.,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  W.  Begernie 
presiding.  Through  the  recent  cold  winds  fishing 
results  were  very  meagre,  notwithstanding  that 
many  members,  including  Messrs.  Bellamy,  Frost, 
Hurren,  James,  Lee,  and  Thompson,  at  Wraysbury, 
Mr.  Begernie,  at  Leigh,  and  Mr.  Higgs,  at  Folke- 
stone, did  their  best.  At  Grove  Ferry,  however, 
Mr.  Higgs  had  fair  sport,  taking  many  good  roach 
up  to  lib.  Four  gentlemen  (proposed  June  7)  were 
balloted  for  and  duly  elected,  other  applications  for 
membership  being  also  before  the  meeting.  Proof 
of  bye-laws,  as  far  as  completed,  was  passed,  addi- 
tional regulations  (regarding  the  society's  punt)  to 
be  added  at  next  meeting.  A  riparian  owner,  whose 
property  abuts  on  the  society's  water,  is  understood 
to  be  willing  to  make  very  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments with  the  society  on  behalf  of  individual 
members.  The  C.L.P.S.  punt  being  now  on  the 
water  (at  Horton  Bridge),  temporary  arrangements 
have  been  made,  by  which  members  on  applying  to 
the  keeper,  Mr.  G.  Abbott,  and  paying  28.,  can  have 
the  use  for  the  day,  if  not  already  engaged.  As 
regards  supper  at  the  Old  Five  Bells  at  Horton  on 
the  25th  (to-day,  Saturday),  members  are  notified 
that  it  will  be  served  at  6.30  p.m.  for  7  precisely. 
As  there  will  be  a  fishing  competition  for  prize  given 
by  Mr.  H.  G.  Lee  previously,  members  are  requested 
to  arrive  as  early  as  possible.  Generally  speaking, 
it  will  be  found  most  convenient  to  book  to  Wrays- 
bury, L.S.W.R.  The  meeting  closed  with  the  usual 
toast,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. 
— Hon.  Sec. 

Gresham  Angling  Society. 

At  the  usual  weekly  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  the 
chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  E.  Martin.  Several 
applications  for  membership  were  received,  and  a 
gentleman  proposed  for  election.  Mr.  W.  M.  Colles 
kindly  presented  to  the  society  a  copy  of  Halford's 
"  Autobiography,"  for  which  he  duly  received  the 
thanks  of  the  meeting.  Several  members  paid  the 
Theale  fishery  a  visit  dtiring  the  week,  and  were 
successful  in  taking  eight  specimens  of  the  fish  in- 
habiting this  water.  Mr.  Hayward  had  some 
capit.al  roach,  and  Mr.  Riches  took  some  good  perch 
and  chub.  Members  who  propose  giving  the  fishery 
a  trial  should  take  both  bottom  and  spinning  tackle, 
as  well  as  a  fly  rod.  Mr.  Gill  had  eight  trout  at 
Chesham,  most  of  which  were,  however,  returned, 
and  Mr.  Chasteney  had  a  brace.  Mr.  Salmond  had 
some  good  roach  and  bream  up 'to  3|lb.  at  Grove 
Ferry,  and  Dr.  Spencer  a  quantity  of  roach  and 
bream  from  Norfolk.  Mr.  Gray  took  roach  up  to 
lib.  6oz.  and  bream  up  to  2ilh.  The  programme 
for  July  is  in  course  of  preparation,  and  will  be 
announced  in  the  angling  papers  instead  of  forward- 
ing copies  separately  to  each  member.  Instruction 
in  fly-casting  will  be  given  on  the  middle  stretch  at 
■  Chesham  next  Saturday  afternoon. — Hon.  Sec. 

Highbury  Angling  Society. 

Mr.  Hudd  presided  over  our  meeting  on  Wednes- 
day last.  Most  of  our  members  have  fished  the 
opening  of  the  season,  but  with  very  poor  results. 
Messrs.  Forbes,  Jagels,  and  Lathy,  in  private 
waters,  took  many  perch,  none  worth  recording. 
Messrs.  Potter,  Attwood,  and  Piercy  fished  at  Bar- 
ford,  and  found  nothing  feeding  but  eels,  of  which 
they  took  a  good  number.  They  took  several  perch, 
none  over  lib.  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Smith  took  chub, 
perch,  and  fair  dace  at  Pangbourne.  Messrs.  West- 
rup  and  Rayner,  fishing  at  Lough  Mask,  have 
started  badly,  and  report  that  trolling  gives  very 
poor  results.  Mr.  Rayner  took,  amongst  others,  a 
trout,  lib.  4|oz.,  on  artificial  May  Fly.  Mr.  Piercy 
reports  a  late  rise  of  May  Fly  at  our  Barford  fishing, 
but  he  failed  to  secure  any  trout. — Sec.  [pro  tern.). 
PiscATOBiAL  Society. 

Mr.  C.^  H.  Bywaters  presided  over  Monday's 
meeting,  but  for  the  most  part  members  had  been 
guiltless  of  fish  slaughter,  the  only  successful  angler 
being  Mr.  Forster  Hardy,  who  placed  another  brace 
of  nice  trout  to  his  credit  from  the  Uxbridge  water. 
It  is  interesting  to  mention  in  connection  with  the 
Coin  fishery  that  there  has  been  an  extended  rise  of 
May  Fly  this  season.  It  will  be  remembered  that  a 
large  number  of  eggs  were  placed  in  the  water  in 
1901,  and  the  hatch  in  the  present  year  shows  that 
the  venture  has  been  a  success.  There  have  also 
been  plenty  of  big  sedges  about  at  dusk,  and  trout 
have  come  better  to  the  dry  fly  than  in  any  previous 
year.  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers  sent  an  illustration 
of  their  new  salmon  oval  wire  hook,  and  Mr.  J.  J. 
Hardy  presented  to  the  library  a  copy  of  Vol.  I.  of 
the  work  on  "Fishing,"  which  should  be  in  every 
collection  of  angling  publications.  Mr.  McClellan 
also  gave  a  photograph  of  May  Fly  fishers  taken  at 
Newbury,  and  Mr.  F.  G.  Bridgman  some  three 
dozen  books  for  the  Newbury  Headquarters  Library. 
All  the  gentlemen  named  were  warmly  thanked  for 
their  gifts. — Hon.  Seo. 


MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

We  have  much  pleasure  to  draw  attention  to  the 
following  named  improvements  in  the  train  service 
of  the  Midland  Railway,  commencing  July  I : — 

The  newspaper  express,  5.15  a.m.  from  St. 
Pancras,  will  be  accelerated  to  reach  Edinburgh 
twenty-five  minutes  earlier.  The  9.30  a.m.  from 
St.  Pancras  will  be  divided,  the, Edinburgh  express 
leaving  at  9.30  and  the  Glasgow  train  at  9.45.  The 
11.30  a.m.  frorn  St.  Pancras  will  also  be  divided,  the 
Glasgow  train  leaving  at  11.30  and  the  Edinburgh 
train  will  follow  at  11.35. 

The  improvements  in  the  up  service  will  include 
trains  from  Glasgow  (St.  Enoch)  and  Edinburgh 
(Waverley)  at  9.20  and  9.30  a.m.,  each  of  which  will 
bo  a  through  London  train  independently  of  the 
other.  The  10..30  a.m.  out  of  Edinburgh  will  also 
run  as  an  independent  train  to  London  separate 
from  the  11  o'clock  from  Glasgow  (St.  Enoch).  This 
will  mean  half-an-hour's  earlier  arrival  in  London 
of  the  Edinburgh  passengers. 

In  the  case  of  the  Yorkshire  expresses  the  prin- 
cipal features  calling  for  attention  are  through  runs 
from  London  to  Sheffield  by  the  9.45  a.m.  train  and 
from  Leeds  to  London  by  the  3.45  p.m.  without  a 
stop.  The  through  express  services  between  London 
and  Harrogate  will  be  maintained  and  further  im- 
proved by  an  additional  express,  leaving  St.  Pancras 
at  1.30  p.m.  for  Harrogate,  and  Harrogate  at  1.42 
p.m.  for  St.  Pancras,  the  latter  arriving  in  London 
at  6.15  p.m.  p  k  - 

The  London  and  Manchester  expresses  have 
again  undergone  acceleration.  A  train  will  run  in 
each  direction,  performing  the  journey  in  3  hours 
and  35  minutes,  and  another  in  3  hours  and  40 
minutes.  As  a  part  of  this  service  reference  may 
be  made  to  the  improvements  which  will  be  effected 
in  the  Buxton  service  by  the  running  of  additional 
trains  and  through  carriages  to  and  from  London. 

The  Isle  of  Man,  Morecambe,  and  the  Lakes,  Scar- 
borough and  Blackpool  will  also  share  in  the  im- 
proved services  which  take  effect  on  July  I. 


FISH-CULTURE   IN  THE  ARGENTINE 
REPUBLIC. 


THE   FISH  NTJRSERIES   IN  NEUQUEN. 


Me.  Titcomb's  Successful  Experiments. 

Mr.  John  Titcomb,  Chief  of  the  Division  of  Fish- 
Culture  in  Washington,  engaged  by  the  Argentine 
Government  for  the  propagation  of  fish-culture  in 
Argentine  rivers,  recently  left  on  a  scientific  trip 
along  the  Parana  River.  We  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  an  interview  with  this  gifted  specialist,  says  an 
English  paper  published  in  the  Argentine  Republic, 
during  the  coxirse  of  which  he  said  : — 

"  The  fish  eggs  taken  to  Nahuel  Huapi  on 
Feb.  22  were  carried  across  the  desert  from  Roca 
to  Nahuel  Huapi  in' eight  days,  a  record  trip.  Two 
tons  of  ice  were  used  on  the  voyage.  The  journey 
from  the  various  hatchings  in  the  U.S.  to  their 
destination  consumed  from  forty-five  to  fifty-five 
days.  The  eggs  were  carried  in  the  fruit-room  of 
a  steamer  from  New  York  to  England,  and  thence 
via  R.M.  steamer  to  Buenos  Ayres  ;  this  was 
probably  the  longest  trip  and  under  the  most 
diSicult  circumstances  ever  known.  The  total  loss 
from  New  York  to  Nahuel  Huapi  was  less  than  ten 
per  cent. 

"  About  900,000  white  fish  have  already  been 
planted  in  Nahuel  Huapi  Lake  ;  trout,  land-locked 
salmon,  aAd  brook  trout  are  doing  well  in  the 
hatchings.  The  ultimate  success  of  the  under- 
taking is  assured  if  the  Government  continue  its 
present  policy.  Eggs  of  other  species  are  expected 
here  soon." 

Mr.  Titcomb's  Official  Report. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  just  published  in 
the  form  of  a  "  Boletin  "  Mr.  Titcomb's  report  on 
the  introduction  of  salmonidae  into  the  Southern 
rivers  and  lakes.  It  forms  an  exceedingly  interest- 
ing and  instructive  pamphlet  and  is  beautifully 
illustrated  with  photogravures  of  the  various  classes 
of  fish,  the  eggs  of  which  are  already  in  course  of 
hatching  in  the  rivulets  and  streams  flowing  into 
and  out  of  the  famous  Lake  Nahuel  Huapi. 

The  United  States  possess  a  great  variety  of 
salmon  and  trout,  as  well  as  the  celebrated  white 
fish,  and  Mr.  Titcomb  has  brought  to  Argentina 
those  that  he  thinks  most  suitable. 


Fish  traps  will  be  used  to  catch  salmon  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  British  Columbia  on 
July  1.  The  traps,  which  will  be  set  near  Victoria, 
are  expected  to  revolutionise  the  British  Columbia 
canning  industry.  Salmon-fishing  has  hitherto  been 
carried  on  by  means  of  drift  nets. 
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Wolc5  from  ii^e  Woxti). 

The  spate  of  last  week  was  short-lived.  The  Dee 
rose  2ft.  in  the  morning,  but  fell  again  before  night. 
The  Don  was  scarcely  moved,  and  the  Deveron  not 
at  all. 


Clear-water  worming  by  day  and  fly-fishing  by 
night  are  securing  excellent  baskets  of  trout, 
especially  the  overnight  angler. 


The  Olive  Dun  and  the  Pale  Evening  Dun  are  two 
of  the  most  popular  flies  in  the  North  just  now — 
sizes  Nos.  12  and  13  Redditch  scale.  The  Yellow 
Dun  is  an  improvement  on  the  Olive.  The  body 
hackle  and  feelers  are  pure  yellow  with  corncrake 
wings. 


The  Greenwell's  Glory,  Jvmgle  Cock,  and  Lord 
Saltoim  with  the  March  Brown  are  first  favourites 
both  on  loch  and  stream  after  the  OHve  Dun. 


A  large  party  of  anglers  left  Leith  and  Aberdeen 
for  the  Hillswick  Hotel,  Shetland,  on  June  17.  The 
weather  has  been  rough  lately,  but  the  prospects  of 
sport  are  said  to  be  good — better  than  what  has  been 
experienced  for  j'ears  back. 

The  marriage  of  Lady  Marjory  Gordon,  only 
daughter  of  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Aberdeen,  is  of 
special  interest  to  anglers,  for  both  bride  and  bride- 
groom are  keen  anglers,  and  much  of  their  courtship 
has  been  done  under  the  shadow  of  the  rod  both  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ythan  and  the  Dee. 


The  retail  price  of  salmon  is  at  a  very  high  rate 
just  now.  The  prime  or  middle  cut  costs  2s.  4d., 
as  against  Is.  9d.  last  year. 


A  batch  of  poachers  were  up  before  the  Perth 
sheriff  on  June  18.  Dow,  for  having  a  foul  fish, 
got  off  with  £1  fine  ;  while  his  chum,  Crearer, 
was  let  down  with  Is.  Reid,  a  pit  inspector,  was 
fined  Is.  for  having  salmon  smolts  in  his  possession. 
Two  labourers  were  mulcted  24s.  for  having  five 
kelt  sea-trout  and  five  set  lines;  and  two  other 
labourers  were  fined  15s.  each  for  being  in  posses- 
sion of  a  foiil  fish.    And  so  on  in  about  twenty  cases. 


The  Alake  of  Abeokuta  had  not  time  to  go  to 
Balmoral,  but  on  June  17  he  was  "  motored  "  up  to 
the  Messrs.  Poweries'  Ford  fishing  on  the  Dee  to  see 
the  method  of  netting  salmon.  1 


He  was  just  a  minute  too  late  to  see  the  capture 
of  a  beauty  of  121b.  But  he  had  the  method  of 
capture  explained,  and  that  was  enough. 


In  the  afternoon  he  was  taken  for  an  hour's 
trawling  in  the  Aberdeen  bay,  and,  strange  to  say, 
that  although  a  good  piece  of  groimd  was  gone  over, 
not  a  single  fin  was  in  the  trawl  when  hauled  up. 


Mr.  CaUighan,  Aberdeen,  had  some  splendid 
baskets  of  trout  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Don 
last  week.  One  night  he  had  nine  fish  scaling  151b. 
on  a  big  Lord  Saltoun  fly. 


Haddock  liver  is  one  of  the  most  fatal  baits  that 
can  be  offered  to  fresh-run  sea-trout.  They  simply 
cannot  resist  it.  Salmon  roe  to  brown  trout  is  not 
in  it  compared  with  this  liver  to  Salmo  trutta.  The 
liver  is  very  soft  and  evil-smelling.  It  has  to  be 
whipped  with  wool  to  a  medium  Stewart  tackle,  and 
then  simply  held  in  the  stream  till  the  fish  bite. 

Special  Scotch. 

[A  real  fresh-run  .sea-trout  is  one  of  the  loveliest 
and  gamest  of  fish.  Fancy  having  to  admit  that  you 
had  caught  a  fine  dish  of  them  with  "  evil-smelling 
haddock's  liver  simply  held  in  the  stream"  !  I  beg 
that  "  Special  Scotch  "  will  mention  in  his  reports 
of  takes  when  this  beastly  new  bait  is  used,  or 
perhaps  it  would  be  better  carefully  to  forget  all 
baskets  made  with  it. — Ed.] 


ppovifieial  flDgliQg  ]lotes 

must  arrive  by  first  post  on  Thursday  morningi 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  head- 
quarters on  Thursday  evening,  June  16.  Mr.  T. 
Coles  presided,  and  the  meeting  was  well  attended. 
Mr.  J.  liabone  reported  his  visit  to  Barton  and 
Walton,  the  places  suggested  for  the  annual  contest. 
His  report  went  to  show  that  near  upon  3  J  miles  of 
the  canal  on  the  near  and  off  side  would  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  society.  The  report  was  adopted, 
and  it_wa3  decided  to  fish  the  contest  at  the  place 


named.  The  contestants  will  travel  on  the  Midland 
Railway.  The  contest  will  be  fished  on  July  9. 
Messrs.  Jolly,  Egerton,  Brewerton,  and  Bagley  will 
act  as  referees.  Several  valuable  prizes  are  promised, 
and  the  contest  will  no  doubt  be  a  record  one.  The 
St.  Paul's  Society  are  in  a  flourishing  state  ;  their 
balance-sheet  for  the  half-year  goes  to  show  that 
they  have  over  £50  in  hand.  The  club  at  their  last 
meeting  decided  to  rent  a  portion  of  the  River  Terne, 
at  Walcot.  The  annual  contest  will  be  fished  at 
Upton  on- Severn  on  July  10,  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  F.  Hughes.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  record  a 
great  loss  of  fish  in  the  Stratford  Canal.  At  Brearley 
and  up  to  Wilmcote  this  water  is  very  little  used  by 
the  canal  company,  and  is  a  long  length  without  a 
lock.  Under  the  circumstances  the  water  is  very 
stagnant,  and  as  the  fish  are  just  getting  over  their 
spawning,  they  have  not  had  enough  fresh  water  to 
assist  them — the  consequence  is  that  some  hundreds 
of  fish,  bream  and  perch,  are  lying  dead  on  the 
surface  of  the  water. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Sport  has  commenced  in  earnest  and  scores  of 
rods  are  daily  at  work.  The  chief  drawback  seems 
to  be  the  low  condition  of  some  of  the  waters. 
Those  who  have  been  out  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Witham  have  found  bream  giving  very  fair  sport, 
and  in  the  deep  holes  at  the  Boston  end  some 
satisfactory  takes  are  mentioned.  The  Spalding 
Fishing  Club  held  a  match  on  the  opening  day,  the 
competition  taking  place  in  Vernatt's  Water  at  the 
reservoir.  Ten  money  prizes  were  awarded,  and  the 
heaviest  catch  was  made  by  Mr.  E.  A.  Pell,  who 
creeled  51b.  6oz.  The  Spittlegate  A.S.  held  their 
annual  dinner  on  June  15,  and  the  president, 
Mr.  Arthur  Priestley,  M.P.,  attended  and  made  a 
most  interesting  speech.  One  himdred  and  twenty 
guests  were  present. 

FROM  THE  .LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Angling  has  brightened  considerably  during  the 
past  week.  The  Green  Drake  is  well  on  on  Winder- 
mere, and  fish  are  rising  fairly  well  at  it.  Down 
about  the  Ferry  Hotel,  Bowness,  and,  although  not 
quite  so  good,  Lakeside  seem  to  be  about  the  best 
groimds.  Char-trolling  is  fairly  good.  The  streams 
in  this  neighbourhood  are  doing  pretty  well  during 
the  day  and  in  the  evenings,  but  the  nights  are  too 
cold  for  night  fishing  proper. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Of  course  we  are  now  in  the  thick  of  the  season, 
bvit  details  of  our  doings  cannot  be  included  in  the 
small  space  of  these  notes.  The  open  event  pro- 
moted by  the  West  Salford  Association  was  a  .suc- 
cessful venture,  and  passed  off  smoothly.  Mr. 
Goodwin,  of  Pendleton,  made  a  "  good  win  "  when 
he  secured  first  prize  .  Of  the  big  match  of  the 
N.A.A.  nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  report  is  to  hand, 
but  there  are  a  lot  of  rumours  which  are  not  for 
publication.  Perhaps  the  genial  secretary  will 
supply  the  same  direct  to  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
To-day  and  every  week-end  for  the  next  few  months 
there  are  matches  galore  arranged,  some  of  general 
interest  and  others  of  merely  club  importance.  On 
Jime  18  the  Failsworth  and  District  Anglers  opened 
the  season,  and  also  their  own  waters,  with  a  suc- 
cessful contest.  The  first  prize  went  for  three  fish 
lib.  2oz.,  the  other  prizes  going  for  satisfactory 
weights. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  city  rods,  if  they  may  include  the  neighbour- 
ing borough  of  Salford,  which  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  is  part  and  parcel  of  us,  are  naturally 
satisfied  with  the  first  prize  in  the  open  match  on 
June  18  at  Worslej-  going  to  the  Duchy  A.S.  This 
(dub  last  season  practically  cleared  the  boards  of  all 
the  best  prizes,  including  a  challenge  shield,  chal- 
lenge cup,  championship,  and  other  trifles.  Now 
they  open  the  season  with  a  first  in  an  all-England 
open  match.  Two  city  clubs  were  out  at  BoIlLng- 
ton  last  week-end — the  Union  Chapel  on  June  18, 
and  the  Ardwick  on  June  19 — but  as  neither  result  is 
to  hand  it  may  be  reasonably  supposed  that  not  a 
great  deal  of  sport  was  met  with.  The  Longsight 
Anglers  were  out  at  Irlam  on  June  18,  and  enjoyed 
themselves.  Mr.  W.  H.  Frost  again  landed  the  first 
prize.  Mr.  Holt  has  been  elected  their  president. 
As  all  our  local  waters  are  now  open  coarse-fishing 
was  in  full  swing  last  week-end,  but  most  of  the 
waters  are  not  yet  in  good  fishing  condition. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Our  anglers  have  experienced  very  high  winds 
since  the  season  opened,  and  sport  has  not  been  so 
good  as  could  have  been  desired.  Conditions,  as 
regards  the  Trent,  are  favourable,  and  with  less  wind 
in  evidence  coarse  fish  should  be  tempted  with  the 
caddis  grub  and  maggots.  These,  however,  must  be 
employed  in  the  streams  op-i  free-running  tackle  of 
the  light  order.  On  June  18  Mr.  F.  Fish  and  Mr. 
R.  H.  Jackson,  of  the  City  Piscatorial  Society, 
creeled  sundry  chub  and  other  fish  at  Averham 


Weirs,  a"nd  at  Shardlow  one  or  two  of  the  sub- 
scribers took  a  fair  quantity  of  dace' Mi-itjli /^^ntles. 
On  June  211  paid  Shardlow  i\  "^i^i/b,,  a^^l  there  is  little 
doubt  that  a  capital  season  ita  in  KWjro  fis>y  tTjfJseJwhoi 
are  devoted  to  barbelling.  The  rapids  seem  ' allW 
with  these  game  fish,  and  in  ancither  i  moritly  the 
worm  ought  to  be  brought  into  play  with  great 
success.  It  is  likely  that  before  long  the  King's 
Mills  fishery  will  be  included  in  that  of  Shardlow. 
Eels  have  afforded  plenty  of  "  fun  "  on  all  parts  of 
the  river,  the  light  ledger  votaries  doing  remarkably 
well  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lob-worm.  On  the 
opening  day  the  City  Piscatorials  engaged  in  a 
pegged  down  competition  on  their  leased  stretch  at 
Rolleston.  Fifteen  members  took  part,  but  owing 
to  the  boisterous  nature  of  the  wind  not  a  single 
scale  fish  was  landed.  The  quarry  taken  consisted 
entirely  of  eels,  and  the  prize-winners  w^re  : — -(1) 
Mr.  Geo.  Daykin,  8ioz.  ;  (2)  Mr.  W.  Wright,  Gioz.  ; 
(3)  Mr.  H.  Daykin," 5}oz.  ;  (4)  Mr.  J.  George,  4oz. 
Rain  just  now  would  do  considerable  good,  for  the 
river  requires  a  thorough  flushing  out. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  all  very  low  and  clear,  and  the  fly 
fishermen  have  had  every  condition  necessary  for 
sport.  The  trout  have  not  been  going  well  at  any 
bait,  but  best  at  the  fly.  The  chub  and  twaite 
have  afforded  excellent  sport,  and  some  of  the  best 
catches  are  as  follows  : — Mr.  White,  671b.  lOoz.  of 
chub  caught  in  the  club  water.  Lower  Teme,  with 
Zulu  fly.;  F.  Tomlinson,  creelful  of  twaite  ;  and  Mr. 
L.  F.  Higgs,  a  heavy  catch  of  large  twaite,  some  of 
which  were  at  once  forwarded  to  the  City  of  London 
Piscatorial  Society,  all  taken  with  special  spoon 
baits  ;  Mr.  E.  Hill,  Worcester  Working  Men's  Club, 
creelful  of  chub  with  running  tackle  ;  Mr.  J.  M. 
Jones.  Prince  of  Wales'  Club,  big  catch  of  chub  with 
lob- worm  ;  and  Mr.  Thorne,  St.  John's  Club,  301b. 
twaite  in  club  water,  the  Teme,  and  on  Thursday  a 
grand  lot  of  chub,  taken  with  the  Vamprey.  Dace 
are  sporting  well,  taking  the  fly  and  maggot,  but  the 
roach  are  very  backward  this  season,  and  are  hardly 
to  be  tempted  with  any  bait.  Eels  are  giving  rare 
sport  in  the  Avon,  some  very  fine  specimens  of 
which  have  been  taken.  The  Bull's  Head  Club  had 
their  first  contest  of  the  season  in  their  club  water 
on  Thursday  last,  June  16.  There  was  a  good 
mvister  of  members,  the  secretary,  Mr.  W'.  Bridges, 
wirming  first  prize  with  a  fine  basket  of  chub,  beating 
Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs,  who  was  second  by  less  than  ounces. 
Although  the  Severn  is  so  low,  salmon  fishing  with 
the  nets  has  been  good.  Eleven  good  fish  were 
brought  to  Mr.  Thorpe,  fishmonger,  from  one  net 
on  Saturday  last — prices  good. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  niunber  of  first  matches  in  connection  with 
local  angling  clubs  took  place  on  Saturday,  June  IS. 
Members  of  the  George  IV.  A.  A.  opened  the  season 
at  Sutton  in  unfavourable  weather,  the  wind  blowing 
a  gale.  There  were  ten  separate  catches,  of  which 
T.  Foster  had  the  largest— 31b.  7:i-oz.  The  Pha?nix 
Working  Men's  A.C.  visited  Linton,  finding  the 
water  very  rough.  D.  Constable  headed  the  'four- 
teen successful  rodmen.  The  Clarence  W.M.  Club 
also  tried  the  waters  at  Linton-upon-Ouse,  only 
making  poor  catches.  There  was  a  tie  for  first  and 
second  prizes  between  J.  Foster  and  T.  Spence,  and 
thirteen  other  anglers  received  honours.  A  good 
number  of  Waltonians  assembled  at  Boroughbridge 
on  the  16th  inst.  at  the  opening  of  coarse  fishing. 
With  the  exception  of  one  or  two  nice  chub,  very 
few  fish  were  caught.  A  North  Yorkshire  corre- 
spondent has  drawn  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board's 
attention  to  the  desirability  of  giving  the  Northal- 
lerton and  Bedale  district  police  watching  power 
over  the  Wiske,  the  Swale,  and  Bedale  Beck.  He 
states  that  on  the  W^iske  a  gang  of  youths  spend 
Sunday  in  taking  fish  in  clear  w  ater,  usually  without 
leave,  while  on  the  Swale  recently  several  anglers 
were  fishing  without  even  the  shilling  licence  for 
their  own  protection. 


NOTES  FROM  IRELAND. 

Sport  has  much  improved  all  over  the  covmtry 
in  all  departments.  The  principal  Munster  riveis 
have  fished  well,  and  in  Kerry  lake  fishing  has 
yielded  generally  good  sport  at  salmon  and  brown 
trout.  The  Connaiight  lakes  afforded  good  sport 
at  large  brown  trout  on  many  days,  and  salmon 
fishing  at  the  principal  stations  in  the  western 
provinces  has  been  generally  satisfactory. 

North  of  Ireland. 

The  rivers  of  the  north-eastern  parts  of  the  pro- 
vince are  badly  in  need  of  rousing  spates  to  flush 
them  and  revive  sport.  In  the  past  week  the  fishery 
at  Camek-a-rede — "  The  Rock  in  the  Road  " — took 
some  very  fine  sea-trout  up  to  31b.,  a  big  proportion 
of  which  came  to  Belfast  m.arts.  The  low  state  of 
the  Crossgar  and  the  Moneycaragh  has  resulted  in 
a  practical  suspension  of  angling.  The  pools  of  the 
former,  however,  yield  an  odd  fish  to  the  dry-fly  in 
the  evening. 
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"Liberality  and  thankfulness  are  the  honde  of 
conQor^,'' 

Mb.  Edward  Collinson  (styled  by  thof^e  who 
have  known  him  for  many  years  as  "Ned")  is,  as 
all  will  be  glad  to  hear,  convalescent  after  his  severe 
illness.  He  tells  me  that  the  prospects  for  fishing 
in  St.  Ives  (Hunts)  and  district  are  all  that  could 
be  desired.  Roach,  bream,  and  chub  are  feeding 
■well.  Perch  are  "  coming  "  on,  and  one  rod  on  the 
evening  of  June  20  took  over  three  stone  of  bream. 
He  sends  a  balance-sheet  of  last  year's  business,  also 
a  list  of  medals,  cups  and  prizes  for  season  1004-5. 
From  the  former  it  would  appear  that  the  St. 
Ives  and  District  Angling  Society  are  still  in  a  very 
prosperous  condition,  with  a  large  balance  at  the 
banker's. 


'  The  City  of  London  Piscatorials  have  an  outing 
to-day  (Saturday)  atWraysbury.  At  7  p.  m.,  sharp, 
there  will  be  supper  provided  at  the  Old  Five  Bells, 
at  Horton.  This  society  is  evidently  moving  with 
the  times.    Book  to  Wraysbury  (L.  S.  W.  R.). 


The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  will  take  place  at  the  Bald- 
Faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury,  on  Monday 
evening,  June  27,  at  8.30  for  9  sharp.  A  large 
muster  is  anticipated. 


I  BEAD  in  a  contemporary  recently  of  some  "ideal 
roaching  on  the  Ure."  June  15  is  quoted  as  "  the 
ideal  day  when  the  angler  hies  him  to  some  favourite 
swim  well  stocked  with  big  'uns  and  pleasant 
memories."  Good  ;  but  it  should  have  been  J une  1(5. 
Then  a  graphic  description  follows  of  the  excellent 
sport  which  was  had  by  a  friend  of  the  writer  whom 
he  describes  as  "The  Angler."  "  Fitting  up  a  cast 
of  fine  drawn  gut  with  a  No.  12  crystal  hook, 
adjusting  the  float  to  a  depth  of  about  a  ^ard,  with 
two  or  three  shots  squeezed  on  the  gut,  to  keep  the 
hook  down  more  than  to  balance  the  float,  and 
neatly  covering  the  hook  with  a  sphere  of  clean 
white  bread- paste,  I  soon  had  it  skipping  the  smooth 
round  stones  of  one  of  the  numerous  channels,  and, 
following  the  method  in  vogue,  I  paid  out  line  till  the 
bobbing  float  was  a  white  speck  far  down  the  stream. 
Then  suddenly  it  disappeared.  Hastily  gathering 
in  the  slack,  I  raised  the  rod-point,  and  found  I 
had  hooked  a  fish.  Away  across  the  river  he 
went,  the  reel  singing  merrily,  and  my  heart  jump- 
ing in  time  with  the  line  catching  on  the  stones. 
After  playing  him  a  few  minutes,  he  gave  in,  and  I 
slipped  the  not  under  a  nice  half-pounder." 

***** 

All  right !  I  don't  grumble.  But  fancy  a  fellow's 
heart  "  jumping  in  time  with  the  line  catching  on  the 
stones"  and  "  the  reel  singing  merrily"  !  Dear,  oh 
dear!  Now,  I  have  just  ordered  and  received  from 
Mr.  J.  Pickersgill,  of  31,  Rydall -street,  Holbeck, 
Leeds,  some  of  the  very  best  hair  lines  (sorrel)  that 
any  angler  could  wish  to  use.  And  although  I  have 
nothing  but  praise  for  some  of  the  fine  gut  which 
can  be  purchased  from  our  best  manufacturers,  yet 
I  will  guarantee  to  land  a  roach — yes,  a  "nice 
pounder"— on  a  tight  line  on  my  good  old  roach 
pole — with  a  hair  line — -or  cast — or  tackle  (as  you 
will),  the  only  drawback  being  that  my  reel  won't 
sing. 


A  STORY  is  told  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  of 
New  York's  financiers,  who  has  a  son  whose  extra- 
vagance is  notorious.  Not  long  ago,  at  the  end  of 
the  business  day,  the  banker  left  his  office  and 
stood  for  a  moment  on  the  kerb  before  starting  for 
the  elevated  station.  Immediately  a  hansom  drove 
up,  the  driver  seeing  a  desirable  fare  in  prospect. 
The  banker  shook  his  head  and  started  to  walk 
away.  "  I  drive  your  son  up  town  every  day," 
insinuated  the  driver.  "  He  can  afford  it,"  re- 
torted the  millionaire  ;  "  he's  got  a  rich  father." 


"  One  of  the  scientists  says  virtue  is  merely  a 
disease  with  some  people."  "  My  goodness  !  "  ex- 
claimed the  lady  who  was  preparing  for  a  season  in 
New  York  society,  "  I  wonder  if  it's  catching  '!  " 


Writing  from  Margate  on  June  19,  Mr.  .Joseph 
Nutt  says  :  "  Bass  fishing  has  commenced  here. 
Mr.  Johnson  (of  the  Fountain  Inn)  and  a  friend  in  a 
boat  a  short  distance  from  the  Jetty  on  June  14 
caught  ten  good  bass  ;  on  the  17tli  they  caught 
seventeen.    Spinning  bait  was  used." 


"  Good  morning  !  How's  your  liver  this  morn- 
mg  ?  "  This  was  the  remark  addressed  to  Frank 
Ponecoll  at  the  Allegheny  market,  and  the  speaker 


was  a  handsome  and  refined  young  lady.  "It  is 
fine,"  he  replied  as  he  cut  otit  a  goodly  slice  and 
wrapped  it  in  paper,  for  Mr.  Ponecoll  is  a  clerk  for 
one  of  the  leading  meat  dealers  who  conducts  a 
stand  in  the  market.  The  pretty  customer  was 
purchasing  a  few  pounds  of  liver,  and  she  merely 
asked  about  it  in  an  innocently  awkward  manner. 
Such  expressions  are  so  frequent  at  a  meat  counter 
that  they  are  seldom  noticed  excepting  by  an 
outsider. 


There  are  eighty  beautiful  pictures,  entitled, 
"  Studies  in  Gum,"  by  Robert  Demachy,  on  view 
at  the  Royal  Photogi'aphic  Society's  House,  66, 
Russell-square,  from  June  22  to  July  9,  daily,  from 
1 1  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  Mr.  Demachy  points  out  that  the 
exhibits  are  produced  by  a  single  printing  only, 
showing  that  it  is  quite  possible  to  obtain  strong 
blacks  and  soft  halt-tones  without  recourse  to 
multiple  printing.  There  are  about  fifty  out  of  the 
eighty  for  sale,  and  a  visit  is  strongly  recommended. 
Mr.  A.  W.  W.  Bartlett  is  the  courteous  hon. 
secretary. 

The  Fishes*  Festival. 

Would  you  ever  believe  that  the  fishes  could  sing  ? 

Yet  they  once  had  a  Musical  Festival; 
For  they'd  all  had  their  scales  since  they'd  been 
"in  the  swim." 

The  starfish,  of  course,  sang  the  best  of  all. 

The  dolphin  conducted ;  the  tenors  were  led 
By  the  haddock,  who  took  all  the  high  C's. 

The  ba'S  was  first  bass,  but  the  cod  was  the  one 
You  could  always  depend  on  in  crises. 

The  bullhead  was  set  on  duets  with  the  trout. 
But  the  butterfish  soon  made  things  smoother ; 

The  bluefish  sang  songs  so  pathetic  and  sad, 
The  salmon  was  ordered  to  sooth  her. 

The  pickerel  picked  out  the  easiest  parts ; 

The  nautilus  flirted  so  naughtily. 
The  catGsh  and  dogfish  soon  quarrelling  were. 

But  she  treated  them  both  very  haughtily. 

The  swordfish  sang  sharp,  and  the  flounder  so  flat 
That  the  cunning  young  cunners  got  giggling. 

Then  the  chorus  began,  with  andante  so  grand. 
The  eel  for  once  stopped  his  wild  wiggling. 

When  the  jellyfish  quivered  in  recitative. 

The  interest  did  not  diminish  ; 
The  roystering  oyster  and  clamorous  clam 

Were  with  all  the  rest  at  the  finish. 

But  when  the  fortissimo  passage  was  reached. 
They  seemed  all  their  forces  to  rally. 

They  got  along  swimmingly,  gliding  from  view 
With  a  wave  of  their  fins  as  finale. 

— Delineator. 


A  CURIOUS  fate  seems  to  dog  the  footsteps  of  Mr. 
St.  John  Adcock,  the  author.  This  week  the  public 
were  to  have  been  in  possession  of  his  latest  novel, 
"  In  Fear  of  Man."  The  book  was  printed  in  Scot- 
land, and  the  first  edition  was  being  brought  to 
London  by  steamer.  "  But,"  said  Mr.  Adcock  to  an 
Express  representative,  "  I  have  received  a  telegram 
from  my  publishers  saying  that  the  good  ship  has 
foundered,  and  that  '  In  Fear  of  Man  '  lies  on  the 
ocean  bed — literally  food  for  fishes.  An  accident 
delayed  the  publication  of  my  book  of  poems, 
'  Leaves  from  a  London  Garden.'  The  edition  was 
printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  binders  ;  but  the 
premises  of  the  latter  were  burnt  out,  and  the 
'  leaves  '  became  ashes.  I  am  somewhat  curious  to 
see  what  dark  fate  is  in  store  for  my  next  work." 
[We  can  "  call  up  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep  "  ! — 
why  not  Mr.  Adeock's  latest  novel  ?] 


"  A  VERY  fine  specimen  of  the  brown  trout  {Salmo 
ferox),  weighing  71b.,"  says  the  Carlisle  Journal, 
' '  was  caught  in  the  Eden  at  Eden  Lacy  by  a  Brad- 
ford gentleman  while  fishing  for  salmon  on  June  18. 
It  has  been  entrusted  to  the  hands  of  Mr.  R.  Raine, 
taxidermist,  Botchergate,  for  preservation.  A  large 
Eden  trout,  weighing  81b.,  was  killed  at  Armath- 
waite  Bridge  with  the  bustard  by  Mr.  W.  Grierson, 
keeper  at  the  Castle,  on  June  24,  1895.  The 
'  record  '  Eden  trout,  however,  taken  with  the  rod, 
was  caught  near  Kirkoswald,  March  6,  1815,  and 
weighed  81b.  7oz.  A  larger  fish,  weighing  upwards 
of  91b.,  was  captured  in  a  hand-net  in  Bongate  Mill 
dam,  Appleby,  on  June  4,  1844." 


Mr.  S.  V.  Thomas  writes  : — "  It  may  interest 
some  of  your  readers  to  hear  there  was  a  fine  salmon 
killed  on  the  Erne  on  June  16.  Its  weight  was 
421b.,  and  was  killed  on  one  of  Rogan's  small  Golden 
Olives,  mounted  on  a  single  gut  cast.  A  gale  was 
blowing  at  the  time,  but  I  was  able  to  bring  it  to  the 
gaff  in  about  45min.  It  was  hooked  on  Nova 
Scotia,  and  landed  in  the  Mullens'  north  bank." 


Mr.  F.  T.  Williams,  of  Great  Queen-street,  W.C., 
writes  : — "  The  pike  of  321b.  taken  in  Ireland  last 
February,  on  single  salmon  gut  trace  with  phantom, 
by  Mr.  F.  Cowburn,  will  be  on  view  for  a  short 
time  if  any  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  would  car© 
to  see  same." 


A  MACKEREL,  says  the  American  F.  O.,  is  usually 
split  down  the  back  and  broiled  or  baked ;  it 
should  never  be  fried  because  it  is  an  oily  fish.  For 
a  change,  when  there  are  but  two  or  three  to  serve, 
make  a  little  stuffing  from  bread  very  lightly  sea- 
soned, fill  the  fish,  from  which  the  head  and  tail 
have  not  been  removed,  and  pin  together  with  small 
wire  skewers.  Set  the  fish  upright  on  a  pan  and 
brace  it  in  place  by  more  skewers.  Bake  half 
an  hour  or  until  done,  and  lift  out  carefully  on  to  a 
hot  plate  and  set  upright  with  a  row  of  brown 
bread  points.  Garnish  further  with  small  lettuce 
leaves  or  parsley  and  radish  roses. 


"  Crayfish  "  and  "  Crawfish  "  are  totally  dis- 
tinct species  of  shellfish,  Mr.  Whelkins.  The  former 
resemble  lobsters,  in  miniature  proportions,  very 
closely.  They  aro  very  little  used  in  England,  and 
then  mainly  for  garnishing  other  dishes.  But  on 
the  Continent,  e.opecially  in  Sweden,  where  they  are 
plentiful  and  of  rather  larger  size  than  in  England, 
they  aro  an  article  which  figures  frequently  in  the 
luncheon  and  supper  menus  of  the  restaurants  and 
hotels.  In  flavour  they  are  similar  to  lobsters  and 
prawns,  but  aro  m\ich  more  tender  than  either,  and 
more  easily  digested.  Crawfish  are  obtained  in 
England  on  the  south-west  coast.  They  are  a 
brick-red  colour  when  alive,  and  take  on  a  slightly- 
ruddier  hue  when  boiled.  They  grow  to  a  larger 
size  than  lobsters,  but  resemble  them  to  some  extent 
in  appearance  ;  the  claws,  however,  are  very  small 
and  almost  useless  for  food.  The  moat  is  concen- 
trated mainly  in  the  tail,  the  flavour  of  w-hich  is 
similar  to  lobster,  but  sweeter. 


"  Some  think,"  says  E.  T.  Daubeny  in  Nature 
Notes,  "  that  herons  do  occasionally  swim.  My 
observations  lead  me  to  think  that  they  do  not.  I 
used  to  see  them  almost  daily  when  living  close  to 
Langston  Harbour,  where  they  often  permitted  the 
tide  to  rise  up  round  their  bodies.  When  in  this 
position  they  moved  about,  walking,  it  seemed  to 
me,  but  not  actually  floating.  If  the  water  rose  too 
high  they  took  to  their  wings  and  sought  another 
spot.  Herons  never  settle  down  on  water  beyond 
their  depth,  which  they  would  do  if  they  were  in 
the  habit  of  swimming." 


The  Fourth  Estate  published  in  New  York  reports 
that  th°  members  of  the  North- West  Missouri  Press 
Association,  who  left  St.  .Joseph  in  a  special  car  over 
the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad  for  St.  Louis,  were  the 
victims  of  a  clever  ruse  at  the  hands  of  WUl  E. 
Williams,  one  of  the  members.  As  the  train  pulled 
into  the  famed  Blue  Cut,  Williams,  in  mask,  walked 
into  the  car  off  the  front  platform,  and  with  an  un- 
loaded pistol  commanded  the  editors  to  give  up 
their  cash,  passes,  and  watches.  The  joker  did  not 
take  the  women's  purses.  In  the  excitement 
Williams  slipped  into  the  kitchen  compartment  and 
removed  his  mask.  Then  he  rejoined  the  crowd 
without  detection.  As  the  train  stopped  at  various 
stations  messages  were  wired  home  for  money  or  for 
extension  of  credit  in  the  St.  Louis  hotels.  A 
World's  Fair  official  was  asked  to  meet  the  train  at 
the  LTnion  Station  to  furnish  car  fare  for  the  party 
and,  incidentally,  to  replace  the  passes.  One 
member  wdred  to  the  Passenger  Traffic  Biireau  of 
St.  Louis  to  warn  the  pubUc  against  the  sale  of  the 
sixty  railroad  passes.  The  editors  received  their 
valuables  on  arrival  at  the  L^nion  Station  in  St. 
Louis. 


As  I  smoked  the  calumet  of  peace  on  Saturday 
evening,  June  18,  in  my  rustic  garden  in  Merrie 
Islington,  I  listened  to  the  strains  of  music  which 
was  being  performed  by  the  Central  Military  Band, 
so  kindly  ordered  by  the  Finsbury  Borough  Council 
(and  engaged  by  the  L.  C.  C.)  to  play  in  North- 
ampton Square.  There  were  twelve  "numbers" 
— each  excellently  rendered — the  soloists  being 
worthy  of  special  mention.  A  word  of  praise  is  due 
to  the  conductor,  Mr.  T.  J.  Kyne,  for  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  he  *'  held  his  men  together." 


In  conversation  with  a  Fleet-street  litterateur 
and  angler  a  day  or  two  ago,  yclept  Frederic  Robin- 
son, the  name  of  Samuel  Phelps  was  mentioned.  I 
need  not  say  that  the  "  Phelps  "  in  question  knew, 
or  had  heard  of,  "The  Wells  "  Now,  Phelps  was  a 
good  all-round  angler,  and  an  adept  at  casting  the 
fly.  He  told  Mr.  Robinson  that  when  he  got  too 
old  to  throw  a  fly,  he  hoped  he  would  speedily  be 
taken  to  Abraham's  bosom.  '  Dragnet, 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
"Mallard."— Write  to  "  R.  E.  P.,"  39,  Main- 
street,  Black  Rock,  co.  Dublin,  Ireland,  when  you 
will  possibly  obtain  what  you  require. 


Xetters  to  the  Ebrtor, 

IWe  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  CorrespondentSi] 

"  AX  ANGLER'S  AUTOBIOGRAPHY." 
Deak  Sib, — Will  you  kindly  grant  me  space  to 
correct  a  misprint  in  the  above  book  ?  On  page  120 
the  following  sentence  occurs  : — "  The  then  tenant 
of  Kimbridge  had  selected  June  22  as  likely  to  be 
the  head  day  of  the  rise  in  1885."  The  date  should 
be  June  2. — -Yours  truly, 

Frederic  M.  Halfobd. 
6,  Pembridge  Place,  W. 

HEAVY  BAIT  SEA  FISHING  COMPETITION 
AT  THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  TOURNAMENT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  lately  read  with  much  interest 
in  your  columns  the  programme  of  the  forthcoming 
Ceisting  Competitions  which  are  to  take  place  at 
the  Crystal  Palace,  and  as  an  old  sea  angler  am 
naturally  interested  in  rules  governing  the  heavy 
bait  casting  sections.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in 
stating  that  in  the  rules  for  the  latter,  although 
particular  attention  is  paid  to  both  rod  and  line, 
no  regulations  are  to  be  Iwid  down  a,^  to  reels  (size 
or  make,  bond  fide  sea  reels,  etc.)  to  be  used  in  the 
same.  If  rods  are  to  be  restricted,  as  they  certainly 
should  be,  to  certain  lengths,  and  lines  to  certain 
breaking  strains,  what  of  the  reels  and  rules  apper- 
taining to  them  ?  To  my  mind  the  fairest  method 
would  be  to  use  the  reel  most  generally  adopted  by 
and  within  the  means  of  the  majority  of  sea  anglgrs 
— in  other  words,  the  Nottingham,  with  optional 
check,  which  is  without  doubt  used  by  ninety-nine 
out  of  one  hundred  fishers,  and  the  free  ruuaning 
of  which  is  controlled  (c"heck  off)  entirely  by  the 
hand  on  rim  of  reel,  and  without  the  aid  of  trigoers, 
levers,  rim-brakes,  reversible  drums,  and  divers 
excellent  devices  which  make  casting  from  the  reel 
far  easier  and  much  less  a  matter  of  individual  skill, 
and  at  the  same  time  make  the  reel  itself  more  • 
expensive  and  less  attainable  to  our  poorer  angling 
brethren.  At  any  rate,  have  one  competition  for 
the  bond  fide  sea  reel  and  the  other  open  to  all  and 
sundry,  which  to  me  seems  to  be  the  fairest  and 
most  impartial  method  of  settling  the  difficulty, 
and  at  the  same  time  setting  at  rest  the  minds  of 
the  sea  anglers  and  the  manufacturers  and  vendors 
of  reels.  This  is  a  matter  which  I  have  lately  dis- 
cussed with  members  of  the  P.S.A  S.  and  others. 
Although  I  am  myself  not  an  intending  competitor,, 
or  even  a  member  of  an  angling  club,  I  am  an 
interested  onlooker,  and  feel  sure  that  on  the  date 
arranged  shall  see  the  best  man  win  by  the  fairest 
methods.  Apologising  for  trespassing  upon  your 
valuable  time,  and  thanking  you  in  advance  for 
any  information  you  may  be  able  to  give  me  upon 
the  above  subject,  I  am,  sir,  yours  truly,       G.  S. 

St.  Leonards. 

[In  none  of  the  competitions  is  there  any  restric- 
tions as  regards  make  of  reel,  and  one  of  the  great 
advantages  of  these  tournaments  is  that  it  enables 
anglers  to  compare  the  results  of  using  reels,  etc., 
of  different  makers.  If  one  proves  manifestly 
superior  it  is  pretty  certain  that  the  greater  demand 
for  it  will  soon  bring  the  price  down.  There  is  no 
doubt  whatever  that  casting  reels  and  fly  reels  have 
been  greatly  improved  both  here  and  in  America  as 
a  result  of  these  tournaments. — Ed.] 

GOOD  SEA  FISHING  QUARTERS. 

Dear  Mb.  Marston, — At  this  season  of  the  year 
there  are  many  inquiries  for  good  sea  fishing  to  be 
obtained  at  a  reasonable  cost,  and  I  think  that 
Pome  of  your  readers  would  like  to  know  that  such 
is  within  their  reach  at  Christchurch,  Hants. 

The  confluence  of  the  Avon  and  the  Stour  is  here, 
and  about  two  miles  below  the  town  is  an  ideal 
fishing  spot  at  th=!  Haven,  Mudeford. 

No  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  obtaining 
apartments,  and  Mrs.  W.  Stride  in  particular  has 
the  following  rooms  to  let:  One  bedroom,  with  the 
use  of  two  sitting-rooms,  at  208.  per  week,  or  two 
bedrooma  and  the  use  of  two  sitting-rooms  at  308. 
per  week,  with  plain  cooking  and  attendance. 
Airs.  Stride'B  rooms  are  free  from  July  23  until  the 
middle  of  August,  and  then  again  the  whole  of 
September  is  available.  The  house  in  situated  on 
the  strip  of  beach  which  divides  the  river  from  the 
sea,  and  the  rooms  are  most  comfortable. 

Mullet  and  bass  fishing  is  first-rate,  and  the  latter 
risfi  freely  to  the  fly.  The  bass  are  not  yet  plentiful, 
although  two  T-pounders  were  got  on  Saturday, 
but  in  a  week  or  so  there  should  be  a  good  deal  of 
sport. — Yours  faitlifuUy,        Bebnabd  Alfiebl 

June  20. 


THE  CHAIRMAN'S  VOTING  POWER. 

Dear  Sir, — At  a  general  meeting  of  an  angling 
society  a  proposition  was  put  fo'  ward,  five  members 
voting  for  it  and  four  against.  The  chairman  voted, 
making  it  equal,  and  then  gave  a  casting  vote 
against  the  motion.  Is  it  correct  or  legal  ?  An 
answer  in  your  next  issue  will  oblige. — Yours  truly, 

Alfred  Abrahams. 

[There  is  no  doubt  that  the  chairman  can  vote 
twice — once  when  the  votes  are  taken,  and  can 
then  give  his  casting  vote.  He  must  not  reserve 
his  votes,  and  give  two  at  once — that  is,  one  as  a 
member  and  one  as  casting  vote. — Ed.] 

HEBRIDEAN  SPORTING  ASSOCIATION,  LTD. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from 
South  Harris  informing  me  that  all  the  watchers 
there  report  an  unusually  plentiful  appearance  of 
fish  in  the  salt  water,  indicating  a  splendid  run  later 
on.  This  augurs  well  for  the  season  at  Rodel  and 
Finsbay  Lodges,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  the  accommo- 
dation is  beins;  rapidly  taken  up.  Any  of  your 
readers,  therefore,  who  contemplate  a  visit  to  South 
Harris  this  summer  should  apply  for  rods  early. — 
Yours  truly,  James  Dowell. 

Lumlev  House, 

'64,  St.  James's-street,  S.W. 


FISHING  AT  BALA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  very  much  obliged  if  you 
or  any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  any  informa- 
tion about  Lake  Bala  and  district  as  to  free  fishing, 
necessary  tackle,  fish,  boats,  etc.  Is  it  possible  to 
obtain  any  free  fishing  without  stopping  at  an  hotel  ? 
I  expect  to  be  there  about  middle  of  August.  Thank- 
ing you  in  anticipation. — Yours  truly.  Beta. 

Sydenham. 

[The  lake  is  mostly  free  and  lodging  can  be  had 
in  Bala.  I  have  sent  •' Beta  "  the  particulars  givan  in 
the  "  Angler's  Diary,"  but  shall  b^  obliged  if  some 
reader  who  knows  the  water  in  August  will  kindly 
suggest  best  fish  to  go  for  then  and  tackle. — Ed.] 


DOUBLE-HOOKED  MIDGE  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir, — Really  I  must  correct  what  seems  to 
be  a  growing  but  a  mistaken  impression,  namely, 
that  I,  E.  M.  Tod,  was  the  inventor  of  those  tiny 
but  very  clever  little  counterfeits.  I  am  not.  Nor 
do  I  know  who  did  invent  them.  From  the  very 
first  I  had  them  from  the  firm  of  Forrest,  of  Kelso, 
and  I  think  I  have  used  them  for  over  forty-three 
years  now,  but  only  when  occasion  served.  What 
I  did  invent  was  the  very  simple  plan  by  which 
fishermen  who  won't  use  a  blind  hook  can  have 
them  tied  "  eyed  "  fashion,  and  yet  avoid  having 
the  two  hooks  brazed  together,  which  in  such  small 
sizes  and  with  such  delicate  wires  is  a  source  of 
weakness  and  danger. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  some  readers  that  my 
idea  was  to  take  one  eyed  and  one  blind  hook  (size 
00  or  0),  filing  down  the  shank  (if  need  be)  of  the 
blind  hook,  wrapping  the  two  hooks  together,  and 
then  proceeding  to  tie  the  fly.  This  method  allows 
the  two  hooks  to  be  opened  out  by  the  thumbnails 
to  the  required  angle  (45deg.),  and  it  also  gives  that 
"  play  "  which  saves  a  smash  if  one  of  the  hooks 
gets  fixed  into  the  lower  and  the  other  into  the  upper 
jaw.  The  "-give  and  take  "  saves  the  situation 
wonderfully. 

Again,  I  desire  to  disclaim  the  authorship  of  these 
tiny  "  doubles  "  when  tied  to  gut.  I  only  wish  I 
could  honestly  say  that  I  was  the  inventor.  But 
no  man  living,  I  think,  has  written  these  tiny 
triumphs  up  as  I  have  done,  but  they  are  only  my 
children  by  adoption.    Is  this  made  clear  ? 

There  is  nothing  new  or  original  in  the  idea  of 
using  two  hooks  tied  together  in  this  way,  but  the 
man  who  first  hit  upon  dressing  tiny  trout  flies  with 
round  bend  hooks,  size  00  (or  at  most  size  0),  tied 
as  "  doubles,"  deserves,  and  shall  have,  my  grateful 
thanks.  Many  and  many  a  time  by  their  aid  I  have 
turned  failure  into  success.  The  same  tiny  hooklets, 
tied  as  an  eyed  prodigy,  I  invented  when  the  want 
was  suggested  to  me  by  Mr.  John  Forrest,  of  London 
(a  son  of  Mr.  Forrest,  of  Kelso) — hence  the  confu- 
sion. The  eyed  doubles,  not  the  blind  ones,  I  claim 
as  my  own  invention. — Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  ToD. 

"NOTES  ON  NATURAL-FLY  FISHING  OR 

DAPPING." 
Dear  Sir, — In  your  number  of  June  4  *•  Ben- 
wyan  "  discusses  the  question  of  light  and  shadow, 
and  appears  to  doubt  whether  any  shadow  is  cast 
by  a  fisherman  when  a  strong  sun  is  shining  behind 
him,  so  that  fish  will  not  for  that  rea'son  take  the 
fly.  In  the  early  months  of  the  year  I  think  it  is 
common  experience  that  when  rivers  are  in  good 
order  fish,  both  of  the  salmon  and  trout  kiads. 
rise  best  when  the  sun  shines  pretty  strongly,  and 
that  in  the  summer  and  autumn  months  the  reverse 


is  the  case,  and  that  they  wifl  rise  best  when  the 
sun  is — to  use  a  common  phrase — under  d  cloud  Or* 
its  rays  have  ceased  to  strike  the  water. 

Every  experienced  fisher  for  salmon  will' have 
noticed  that  his  gillie  will  advise  him  (after  the 
middle  of  April)  to  wait  until  the  cloud  comes  over, 
and  I  fancy,  indeed  I  know  from  experience,  that 
the  advice  is  wise,  and  that  whatever  may  be  said 
as  to  shadow  a  taking  fish  will  take  best  wiien  the 
rod  is  laid  down  during  the  period  of  a  glancing 
water,  and  perhaps  I  may,  in  corroboration  of  my 
own  experience,  relate  a  story  of  a  gillie's  advice  to 
Francis  Francis. 

The  latter  was  fishing  the  Carron,  and  had  been 
out  from  early  morning  on  a  bright  .June  day 
and  got  nothing.  He  was  coming  home  about 
seven  p.m.,  and  met  old  Donald  Ross  going  to  fish 
with  a  young  man  who  had  been  advised  by  him 
to  wait  until  the  sun  "  was  down."  *'  Well,  Donald, 
there  are  no  fish  in  the  river."  "What  will  you 
bet,  Mr.  Francis,  that  we  will  no  get  a  fish  the 
night?"  "A  sovereign,  Donald."  Francis  had 
finished  his  dinner,  and  was  enjoying  his  pipe  at 
the  hotel  door  when  Donald  appeared  about  8.30 
and  apparently  empty-handed,  but  Donald's  big 
pocket  behind  his  hips  was  not  empty,  and  he  got 
his  sovereign  and  then  he  gave  Francis  a  bit  of  his 
mind.  "Ah,  Mr.  Francis,  you  know  a  lot  about 
ivriting  about  salmon,  but  you  don't  know  salmon. 
Salmon  is  no  fools.  There  you  have  been  all 
day  with  along  rod  and  with  the  sun  behind  you 
— long  shadows — and  the  fish  wer.^  all  frightened, 
and  you  came  home  empty,  and  this  young  gentle- 
man was  out  at  the  river  only  an  hour,  but  he 
got  two.  And  why  ?  Just  because  he  waited  until 
there  was  no  shadow." 

Donald  is  dead  and  Franci<  is  dead,  but  the  truth 
remains,  and  I  think  every  experienced  salmon 
fisherman  will  agree  with  Donald. — Yours  truly, 

A.  Mackintosh. 


GREEN  PASTE— GREY  MULLET. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  interested  in  "  East  London 
Angler's"  account  of  the  cabbage-coloured  and 
flavoured  paste,  and  shall  give  it  a  trial  among  the 
roach  and  bream  in  the  season,  which  opens  here- 
abouts on  June  19.  This  paste  might  also  be  tried 
with  flour  instead  of  bread,  worked  up  with  the 
cabbage  water,  and  would  probably  be  taken  by 
grey  rtiullet,  which  capricious  fish  like  something 
soft  t)  suck  in,  and  are  regularly  caught  in  parts 
of  the  Mediterranetin  with  a  pill  of  green  silkweed 
on  the  hook,  and  a  little  tag  left  hanging  down. 
This  silkweed  has  sometimes  been  tried  successfully 
for  roach. 

Reverting  to  grey  mullet,  I  may  mention  that 
anglers  at  Genoa  used  a  pa«te  made  of  strong  old 
cheese,  or  coloured  and  flavoured  with  sailed 
anchovies. 

They  will  often  take  ragworm  in  harbours  and 
estu  tries,  a  nice  little  bait  of  peeled  shrimp  is  some- 
times acceptable,  and,  in  the  sea  itself,  a  bit  of  the 
soft  part  of  a  mussel,  all  the  rest  being  chewed  or 
pounded  up  for  ground-bait,  and  I  have  caught 
them  in  brackish  water  of  canals  near  the  sea  with 
a  small  grey  trout  fly,  tipped  with  a  gentle. 

Though  I  have  known  them  take  ragworm  freely 
on  paternoster  tackle  with  several  hooks,  in  coloured 
water  of  docks,  they  are  very  shy  and  delicate 
feeders  in  clear  water,  and  "fine  and  far  off"  mu^t 
be  the  motto  of  the  man  who  wants  to  get  sport 
with  these  game  fish,  so  well  worth  careful  studying 
and  pursuit. — Yours  truly,       Chas.  A.  Payton. 

Calais,  June  15. 


FISHING  IN  YORKSHIRE. 

Dear  Sib. — In  Mr.  Miller's  rep'y  to  Mr.  Stable'a 
inquiry  re  grayling  fishing  in  Yorks,  Mr.  Miller  ha ; 
fallen  into  a  mistake  when  he  says  that  the  fishing 
from  Middle  Falls  to  Redmire  belongs  to  Sir  Wm. 
Chaytor.  Sir  Wm.  Chaytor's  property  begins  two 
or  three  hundred  yards  below  the  Low  Falls.  The 
Middle  Fall  is  in  Freeholders  Wood,  in  which  the 
inhabitants  of  Carperby  have  common  rights. 
Adjoining  comes  Lord  Bolton,  in  whose  property 
the  Low  Falls  are. 

In  regard  to  Burton  Beck,  he  ignores  Mr.  W.  R. 
King,  the  principal  landowner.  Again,  in  regard  to 
the  Askrigg  Angling  Association,  it  will  appear  to 
strangers  taking  a  ticket  that  they  can  fish  the 
whole  length  from  Bainbridge  to  Aysgarth ;  the 
association  have  not  the  Grange  Farm.  Mr.  Vyner's, 
Mr.  Chapman's,  Mr.  Hutton's,  Mr.  Bradley's,  Mr. 
Tomlinson's,  and  taken  together  an  extensive 
length. — Yours'  truly,  William  Kilbcrn. 

Carperby,  Aysgarth,  Yorks. 

TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  PADSTOW. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  if  any  of  your 
readers  can  tell  me  if  there  is  trout  fishing  to  bH 
obtained  at  or  near  Padstow,  and  if  so  how  to 
obtain  it.  I  expect  to  be  there  for  the  first  fort- 
night in  July, — Yours  truly,  J.  A. 
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AMGIli^IRS'   HOTEIlLiS,   FISHIN^G   QXJiLRTSRS,  See 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 


THE  FISHING  IS  NOW  AT  ITS  BEST. 


The  Hotel  has  every  Comfort  for  Sportsmen, 
Ladies,  and  Children. 

'En.   Pension   Xex>ms  only  lOa.   6d.   a.  claiy. 

NO  EXTRAS. 

ONLY   SIX    HOURS   FROIMI  X^ONOON. 

Post  and  Telegraph  :  "Hotel,  Lake  Vyrnwy,  Oswestry." 


5  MILES  OF  SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

PORTH  HOTEL, 

ALL  PRESERVED,  on  River  Teify.  FREE  to  Visitors.  135  Salmon  and 
300  lbs.  Trout  were  caugiit  last  season.  Allsopp's  Burton  Ales  on  draught  and  in 
bottle.     G.W.  Railway,  7  hours  from  London.  Billiards. 


"  Out  of  sight  and  sound  of  Bailways." 
"  Truly  an  Ideal  Spot," 


THE  CELEBRATED 

Frensham  Pond  Hotel 

Near  FARNHAM,  SURREY. 

One  of  tlie  niiKt  licautifnl  corners  in  Eiiglanfi. 
"A  cliiirniing  spot  to  visit." 

Fishing  now  open  on  Lake  and  Stream, 

Fly  Fishing  (strictly  reserved)  on  about 
one  mile  of  river. 

Several  fine  Trout  up  to  3  lbs.  caught 
this  seasosi  to  date. 

May  Fly  now  on  water. 

GOOD  BOATING    ON  LAKE. 

Special  terms  to  reaidenta  in  Hotel. 

Board  and  Residence  from  3*  Guineas  per  week. 
Best  of  everything.  Good  and  extensive  range 
Stabling  and  Coach-houses.  All  trains  met  by 
appointment. 

Tariff  on  Application. 

A  well-appointed  Billiard  Boom  is  now  added 
to  the  Hotel. 

Telegrams :  Griffiths,  JFrbnsham  Pond.Churt. 
Q.  A.  W.  GRIFFITHS.  Proprietor. 


OLD  WELSH  HARP, 

Bendon,  JUiddlesex. 

Fishermen  who  want  a  good  day's  sport  of  Pike, 
Roach,  and  Bream,  should  try  the  above  water, 
li'resh  stocked.  350  acres  strictly  preserved. 
Good  Accommodation.  Punt  boats.  Frequent 
trains  from  all  Metropolitan  station!.  Book  to 
Welsh  Harp  Station,  Midland. 

SizKs  or  FISH : 

Pike,  18  Inch.  Bream,  10  Inch. 

Chub,  7  Inch.  Dace,  6  Inch. 

Budd,  6  Inch.  Perch,  8  Inch. 

Tench,  8  inch.  Gudgeon,  1  Inch. 

Coarse  Fishing  ojieneil  on  June  15. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL 

XINCSBRIDCE,  S.  DEVON. 

Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  and  Budd  all  the  year 
round  (no  close  season).  Boarders,  78.  6d.  per 
day,  Winter ;  8t.  6d.  per  day.  Summer.  Fishing 
Free.  Scorea  of  big  fish  caught  during  the  last 
few  months.  The  largest  Pike  scaling  8?i  lbs. 
Good  lea  flshlcg. 

W.  VICKKBT,  Proprietor. 
THE  "ORIGINAL" 

WHITE  HART  HOTEL, 

RING  WOOD. 

Old-estalilished  Family  and  Commercial  Hotel. 
Three  miles  of  excellent  Salmon  and  Coarse 
Fishing  in  the  Avon.  Tickets  issued  to 
visitors  in  Hotel  at  5s.  per  day.  Billiards ; 
Posting  ;  Motor  accommodation.  Headquarters 
of  C.T.C.,  &c.— Address  Proprietor. 

BORDER  ESK  AND  LIDDLE. 

Anqlhuf  Quarters. 

ESKDALE  (Temperance)  HOTEL 

LANGHOLM. 

Proprietor     -     WM.  DOUGLAS. 

Season  Opened  March  1. 

Five  miles  TROUT  FISHING  in  the 
private  waters  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  in 
Rivers  Exe  and  Barle  (free)  to  anglers 
staying  at  The  Carnarvon  Arms  Family 
Hotel,  Dulverton  Station.  Quite  in  the 
country. — C.  W.  Nelder,  Proprietor. 

THE  CLYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

Via  Chirk,  N.  Wales. 

Four  miles  of  Trout  Fishing  reserved  for 
visitors  ;  lovely  scenery ;  comfortable ; 
terms  moderate.  Sir  Theodore  Martin 
writes  :  "  A  delightful  retreat  for  a  quiet 
holiday,  '  far  from  the  madding  crowd.'  " 
Postal  address:  "Glyn,  Ruabon."  Tele- 
grams :  "  Hotel  Glyn."  Station :  Glyn- 
ceiriog,  via  Chirk. 

GRAYLING  FISHING 

[N 

SOUTH  COUNTRY  STREAMS 
By  H.  A.  ROLT. 

Peick   -      -      -   2/6  Net. 
HAMP30N  LOW,  MABSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd. 


Inclusive  Terms,  10/6  per  day. 


Lough  Corrib,  co.  Galway,  Ireland. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Oughterard. 

within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  railway  station  and 
same  to  Lough  Corrib,  which  consists  of  43,520 
acres  of  Free  Fishing — Spring  and  Summer. 
Trout  and  Salmon  in  abundance  (very  large 
Pike  have  also  been  captured)  as  the  lake  is  now 
well  preserved  from  poachers  by  the  Corrib 
Fisheries  Association.  6,000  acres  of  Grouse, 
Partridge,  Cock,  and  Snipe  Shooting  in  with  this 
Hotel.  The  above  Hotel  has  been  enlarged 
latterly  by  10  bedrooms,  2  sitting  rooms,  bath- 
room (hot  and  cold  water),  and  lavatory.  Boats 
always  in  readiness.    Hotel  tarifi  moderate. 

T.  NAUOHTOW.  Proprietor. 


BLACK  LION  HOTEL 

Llangurig,  Montgomeryshire. 

One  of  the  Best  Trout  Fishings  in 
Wales.  Upper  Wye  and  three  Lakes,  all 
well  stocked  with  Trout.  Fishing  free 
for  visitors  staying  at  the  above  Hotel, 
with  use  of  Punt.  Pure  mountain  air, 
1,000  feet  above  sea  level. 

Apply,  Proprietress,  M.  ANWYL. 


A.  E.  SMITH,  Proprietor, 


TONGUE  HOTEL,  Sutherlandsbire,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  McINNES,  Proprietor. 

Pleasantly  situated  on  the  North  Coast  of 
Sutlierland,  in  one  of  the  l)est  districts  of  that 
famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded  by  some 
of  the  finest  scenery  of  the  Highlands.  Si)lendid 
Salmon  and  Broivn  Tro\it  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing 
within  easy  reauli  of  the  Hotel.  Boats  on  all 
the  lochs  and  kyle.  Good  Health  Besoi-t,  with 
Mountain  and  Sea  Air.  Drawing  room  and 
piivate  sitting  rooms.  Post  and  Telegi'aph 
OHice  and  Resident  Doctor. 


LOCH  ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

INOHNADAMPH  HOTEL 

EXCELLENT  FREE  FISHING— 
Salmon,  Salmo  Ferox,  and  Trout — on 
Lochs  and  Streams.  Salmon  Fishing  on 
River  Inver,  June  and  July,  at  10s.  per 
rod  per  day.  Boats.  Experienced  Gillies. 
Pishing  Tackle.  Posting.  Route — Rail 
to  Invershin,  where  carriage  will  be 
in  waiting  if  Proprietor  be  previously 
communicated  with,  or  Mail  Coach  from 
Lairg  to  Inchnadamph. 

W.  WALLACE,  Proprietor. 


RAILWAY  HOTEL. 

BALLINROBE,  CO.  MAYO, 

IRELAND. 

In  the  midst  of  the  Best  Free  Fishing  for  Tront, 
Pike  and  Perch,  In  the  West  of  Ireland— Lough* 
Mask  and  Carra.  The  lakes  are  only  1^  miles 
distant  from  Hotel.  The  owner,  having  his  own 
boats,  can  give  every  facility  to  tourliti.  Cater- 
ing and  aosommodatlOD  the  very  belt.  Terms 
on  appltcatlor.   Special  to  a  Party. 

r.  8TAHNKB8.  Proprietor. 


LOUGH  CONN. 

ANGLERS'  HOTEL,  Cloghans,  Ballina,  Mayo. 

FREE  SALMON,  IROUT,  PIKE,  and  CHAR 
FIHHINO  on  four  loughs  — Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
niannin,  and  Alick.  Board  and  lodgings,  with 
boat  and  two  men,  ,t4  per  week  ;  two  gentlemen 
tlsliing  from  the  one  boat,  JtS  6».  each  per  week  ; 
tliat  includes  boatmen's  luncheon.  No  charge 
on  Sundays  for  the  boat  or  men. --Apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  T.  CLARKE. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon  Kishinj;,  Wliite  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing.  The  (iweedore  River  and  famous 
Louglianure.  The  Hotel  is  on  the  very  brink  of 
River  and  within  a  few  minutes'  walk  of  the  best 
Salmon  Pools.  A  two-hoi-se  Wagonette  leaves 
the  Hotel  every  morning  for  the  Lake.  A  new 
wing  was  added  to  Hotel  with  bathroom  and 
lavatory  complete.  Very  Moderate  Terms.  Apply, 
PROPRIETOR,  THE  HOTEL, 

C'rollif  Itridye,  (Jweedort^, 


MERCER'S  HOTEL, 

Kilrea,  eo.  Londonderry. 


SALMON  AND  BANN  BROWN  TROOT. 

Modern  House,  re-furnished.  Appointments 
up  to  date.  Billiards,  Boats,  Vehicles,  &c.  New 
Fish  Hatcliery  in  operation. 

Anglers' Board,  »«.  per  day  or  £2  10s.  per  week. 
Weekly  Angling  Tickets,  £1  Is.  ;  Daily,  5s. 
Boat  and  Man,  5».  per  day.  Cheaper  Angling 
terms  on  Upper  Water.— Address  Manageres.s. 


This  Hotel  and  Business  FOB  SALE  as  a  going 
concern.  Proprietor  being  non-resident  and  not 
in  hotel  business. 


RODONO  HOTEL, 

St.  Mary's  Loch, 
YARROW,  SELKIRKSHIRE. 

First-class  Besidential  Hotel,  beautifully  situ- 
ated and  overlooks  the  loch.  Splendid  Trout 
Fishing  on  loch  and  river.  Five  miles  of  the 
Megget  water  preserved  for  Visitors.  Inclusive 
Terms  from  Two  Guineas  per  week. 

W.  DONALDSON,  Proprietor. 


MEYRICK  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Bodorgan,  Anglesey. 


The  above  is  the  best  in  North  Wales  for  Trout 
(No  Coarse  Fish  in  Lake).  Can  use  Fly, 
Minnow,  or  Bait.  Boats  thoroughly  up-to-date 
and  free  to  Anglers.  Sail  or  row  boats.  Perch, 
Boach,  Sea  and  Biver  Trouting  within  easy 
distances.  Cuisine,  Wines,  &c.,  of  best  quality. 
Terms  moderate. 

 JOHN  H.  BILLINGE,  Proprietor. 


OYERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLANDSHIRE, 
Via  LAIRG,  N.B. 

THE  ANGLERS'  PARADISE  for  Trout  and 
Ferox  Fishing  on  upwards  of  Twenty  Lochs. 
Also  First-class  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Good  Boats  and  experienced  Gillies. 

FISHiya   FREE.  FOSTINO. 

Mrs.  MACKAY. 


MOY  HOTEL, 

BALLINA. 

Patronised  by  their  Excellencies  the  present 
Lord  and  Lady  Lieutenant,  and  by  His  Boyal 
Highness  Prince  Arthur  of  Connaught,  the  Earl 
of  Essex,  &c.,  <tc.  First-class  for  anglers.  Good 
boats  and  men.  Close  to  some  of  the  best  Casts 
on  the  River  Moy.   With  Free  Salmon  Fishing. 

G.  MUETAGH,. Proprietor. 


CULAG  HOTEL, 

LOCHINVER,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

Good  Trout  and  Ferox  Fishing  in 
numerous  Lochs,  FREE.  Salmon  and 
Sea  Trout  Angling,  and  Sea  Fishing. 
Route— 'RaX\  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail, 
coach,  or  hire ;  or  MacBrayne's  boat 
from  Glasgow,  Oban,  Mallaig,  &c. 
Wires :  "  Culag,  Lochinver." 

JOHN  MACKENZIE, 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

SCOURIE  HOTEL. 

Picturesquely  situated  on  West  Coast,  and  In  close  proximity  to  Handa,  famous  for  its 
myriads  of  seafowl.  This  Hotel  has  considerable  very  superior  and  varied  Ashing  attached  to  it, 
and  is  an  ideal  resort  for  anglers  and  tourists  generally.  There  is  a  resident  doctor,  and  postal 
and  telegraphic  communication  withiu  easy  distance.  Boute :  Bail  to  Laii-g,  thence  per  daily 
coach  or  hire,  or  per  weekly  steamer  from  Glasgow.    Badcall  3  miles  distant. 


SEA    FISHING.  EXTENSIVE   BOATING   AND  HIJtlNG. 


N.B; — The  above  Hotel  has  lately  been  refurnished  and  renovated. 

MATTHEW  E.  ROSS,  Lessee. 


CRINAN  HOTEL,  CRINAN,  n.b. 

The  Proprietress  of  the  above  Hotel  has  just  acquired  that  part  of  the  River  Add 
which  is  considered  the  best  for  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout ;  also  six  splendid  Hill 
Lochs.    Lochs  and  River  close  to  Hotel.    Easy  access. 

A.  GRUNEWALD,  Pbopbieteess. 


LYN  VALLEY  HOTEL, 

LYNMOUTH,  DEVON. 


Unrivalled  for  its  home  comforts  and  excellent  cuisine,  and  stands  in  an  ideal 
position.     Good  Salmon,  Trout,  and  Deep-Sea  Fishing.     Boats  and  men  kept. 
Sanitary  arrangements  perfect.    Charges  strictly  moderate. 
Telegrams — "  Valley,  Lynmocth." 

Please  note  address.  CECIL  N.  BEVAN,  Proprietor. 


June  25,  1904 


HOW  TO  STOCK  A  POND. 
Dear  Sir, — T  have  had  a  small  cement  pond 
made  in  my  garden,  7ft.  by  5ft.,  and  2ft.  deep,  and  I 
should  be  very  grateful  if  any  of  your  readers  would 
kindly  help  me  by  answering  the  following 
questions :  — 

1.  What  fish  can  I  keep  there  ?  (I  should  like  to 
have  a  few  dace,  gudgeon,  and  roach  for  live  bait 
if  possible.) 

2.  What  kind  of  earth  is  best  to  put  on  the 
bottom,  and  how  much  ?  (The  soil  in  the  garden 
is  mostly  clay.) 

3.  How  many  fish  can  I  keep  there  without  over- 
crowding ? 

4.  Will  it  be  necessary  to  feed  the  fish,  and,  if  so, 
with  what  kind  of  food  ? 

5.  What  is  the  best  plant  or  weed  to  grow  there  ? 

6.  Will  the  fish  live  there  through  the  winter  ? 

I  may  mention  that  the  water  is  not  laid  on,  but 
I  can  run  fresh  water  in  every  day  if  necessary,  and 
can  also  run  the  rain  water  in  of?  the  roof  of  the 
house  aa  I  have  an  overflow  pipe  from  the  pond. — 
Yours  truly.  Aquaria. 


TROUT  OR  COARSE  FISHING  NEAR 
EASTBOURNE. 

Deiar  Sir. — I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  can  tell  roe  whether  there  is 
any  trout  or  good  coarse  fishing  within  easy  dis- 
tance of  Eastbourne  available  for  July,  and  if  so 
whether  free,  or  can  daily  or  weekly  tickets  be 
obtained. — Yours  truly,  F.  S.  W. 


GOOD  FISHING  AND  GOLF  WANTED  IN 
NORTH  OF  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  the  query  of  Mr.  William 
MacLean  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  .June  4  re  fishing 
and  golfing,  might  I  venture  to  suggest  Bundoran 
and  its  neighbourhood.  He  will  find  there  an 
up-to-date  establishment,  the  Highlands  Hotel, 
with  golf  links  attached,  erected  on  the  grounds 
of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company,  and  open 
to  visitors.  Good  fishing  can  be  had  on  Lough 
Melvin  in  August  with  natural  and  artificial  flies, 
only  three  miles  distant  from  Bundoran. 

As  owner  of  boats  and  fisherman  on  Melvin,  I 
phall  be  pleased  to  reply  to  any  inquiries  regarding 
fishing,  etc.  I  would  further  refer  Mr.  MacLean  to 
Mr.  James  Ockleston,  of  the  Philharmonic  Hall, 
Liverpool,  to  bear  out  my  suggestions.  He  has  been 
a  frequent  visitor  and  angler  to  Melvin  and  district 
for  some  years,  and  would,  I  am  sure,  be  pleased 
to  give  reliable  information  regarding  fishing  and 
golfing  at  Bundoran. — Yours  truly, 

Ros.sfriar,  Kinlough,  P.  Gallagher. 

Co.  Leitrim. 


FISHING  IN  HAMPSHIRE. 

Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
give  me  any  informalion  regarding  the  trout  and 
coarse  fishing  (especially  pike)  in  the  south  of 
Hampshire,  and  whether  there  are  any  angling 
societies  in  that  neighbourhood  of  which  one  could 
become  a  member  ? — Yours  truly, 

A.  J,  Paterson. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING  IN 
LANCASHIRE. 

Sir, — Could  you  or  any  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  give  me  any  particulars  of  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  in  Lancashire  ? — as  to  where  and  to  whom  to 
apply  for  fishing  rights.  I  would  be  glad  to  receive 
any  information  respecting  same. — Yours  truly, 

Jas.  a.  Ellis. 

[Tn  a  aeries  of  articles  on  "  The  Rivers  of  England," 
which  commenced  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  in  October, 
1895,  and  ended  in  April,  1896,  the  following 
appeared  :—"  LuNE  (Westmoreland,  Yorkshire, 
AND  Lancashire). — This  stream  rises  near  Wardale 
Pike,  Westmoreland,  and  runs  to  Tebay,  and  thence 
borders  Yorkshire  from  Gibbet  Hill,  flows  through 
Howgill,  and  near  Sedbergh,  to  the  junction  of  the 
Rothay  at  Rothay  Mouth.  The  stream  then  goes 
by  Middleton,  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  Hornby,  Halton,- 
and  Lancaster  into  the  aea,  south  of  Morecambe 
Bay.  There  is  good  trout  fishing  in  the  Lune  ;  and 
salmon,  which  can  ascend  to  the  higher  reaches, 
afford  good  sport  generally  in  and  after  September. 
The  Yorkshire  part  of  the  liver  is  mostly  open 
fishing  from  Giobet  Hill  to  Lowgill  Viaduct,  and 
from  here  to  the  Railway  Bridge  leave  is  seldom 
refused  by  the  tenants.  Thence  down  to  Rothay 
Mouth  the  fishing  ia  private.  There  are  stations  at 
Lowgill  and  Sedbergh.  Lowgill  Beck  is  open  fishing. 
In  the  lower  Westmoreland  portions  a  ticket  can  be 
obtained  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  and 
at  Lancaster  a  small  charge  is  made  by  the  lessees. 
There  is  sorne  very  nice  coarse  fishing,  roach 
particularly,  in  the  Lancaster  and  Preston  Canal,  the 
bfst  portions  being  at  and  above  Morecambe,  fish  of 
lib.  and  l^lb.,  and  even  larger,  being  no  rarity 
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from  the  absolute  knowledge  of  the  writer.  A 
charge  of  6d.  per  day  or  2s.  6d.  the  month  is  made 
for  fi-ihing  by  the  Canal  Company,  whose  offices  are 
at  Lancaster.  The  Lune  close  seasons  are  :  Salmon, 
Nov.  15  to  March  1  ;  trout,  Oct.  2  to  Feb.  1. 
Licences  :  Salmon,  20s. ;  for  tributaries  Wyre,  Keer, 
Cocker,  Conder,  Wenning,  and  Greta,  etc.,  5s.; 
trout,  2s.  6d.  for  season." — Ed. J 

THE  WALL  FL\^ 

Dear  Sir, — I  would  be  glad  to  give  any  further 
information  I  can  in  reply  to  Mr.  Douglas'  letter 
(Fishing  Gazette,  June  18)  regarding  my  imitations 
of  the  Wall  Fly  of  Western  Ireland  answering  to 
the  Sedge  Fly  of  England  of  two  sizes,  judging  from 
a  short  inspection  of  the  beautifully  preserved 
cabinet  of  natural  flies  at  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
which  I  had  in  your  company  the  other  day.  The 
Wall  Fly  also  resembles  the  Alder  Fly  in  form,  but 
is  less  dark  in  colour  than  one  in  this  collection. 

Regarding  its  imitation,  I  have  already  referred 
to  my  efforts  in  this  direction  in  your  paper.  The 
body  was  most  successfully  made  from  a  thin  layer 
shaved  off  a  singed  or  burned  cork,  with  the  toasted 
side  inwards,  folded  round  the  hook  shank  and 
lapped  with  silk  to  form  the  segments,  the  cork 
assisting  flotation.  The  legs  were  of  a  small  feather 
from  a  landrail's  wing  when  made  hackle  fashion,  or 
of  fine  aluminium  wire,  or  of  some  brownish  fibres 
tied  so  as  to  separate  like  those  of  the  insect,  the 
long  hinder  legs  being  sometimes  cut  from  the  outer 
edge  of  the  wing,  yet  left  attached  near  the  shoulder. 
The  long  antennae  were  either  two  strands  of  brown 
mallard  feather  or  stiff  whiskers  from  a  hare's  mask, 
or  extreme  points  of  the  finest  hair-like  quills  from 
a  porcupine's  skin  which  I  had  got  from  India,  their 
stiffness  tending  to  keep  them  in  position.  These 
fine  quills  were  sometimes  used  to  make  the  legs 
also. 

The  wings  were  the  greatest  difficulty.    I  tried 
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various  materials,  such  as  thin  shaved  whalebone, 
surgical  gutta-percha  tissue,  goldbeaters'  leaf  var- 
nished to  resist  the  water  and  dusted  with  a  brown 
powder,  or,  later,  thin  celluloid  photographic  film  as 
near  the  colour  as  I  could  get  it.  The  film  or  tissue 
was  folded  double  and  cut  to  shape  (Fig.  1).  When 
fastened,  the  dark  point  was  turned  towards  the 
tail  and  tied  on  the  back,  and  the  rest  of  the  wing 
was  folded  over  this  tying  into  the  natural  position 
and  secured  with  one  or  two  coils  of  the  tying  silk  at 
the  shoulder,  so  as  to  partly  overlap  the  sides  of  the 
body  (Fig.  2).  When  I  made  my  first  attempts 
there  were  no  eyed  hooks  in  use,  but  those  with  a 
turn-down  eye  to  be  had  now  assist  the  imitation 
in  forming  the  head  of  the  fly. 

Where  I  fished  with  these  flies  there  were  no 
Sedges  about,  but  some  trees  and  many  old  walls 
close  to  the  water.  From  the  flies  being  found  on 
these  walls  I  thought  the  name  Wall  Fly  might 
have  originated.  These  were  the  smaller  kind  ;  the 
large  cinnamon  ones  were  found  chiefly  along  the 
boggy  banks  of  lakes,  and  both  were  used  for  dap- 
ping with. — Yours  truly,  Benwyan. 

TROUT  GALORE ! 

Dear  Sir, — My  son  and  myself  have  just  returned 
from  a  brief  but  very  pleaaant  angling  holiday  in 
the  North  of  Ireland.  We  found  plenty  of  fish 
wherever  we  went,  but,  alas  !  streams  abnormally 
low,  clear  skies,  and  hot  sun  were  vifitorious  enemies, 
and  our  catches,  except  of  coarse  fish,  left  nothing 
to  boast  of.  There  are  one  or  two  little  points, 
however,  whichmay  be  worth  your  readers'  attention. 

First,  I  was  amazed  at  the  evidences  before  me 
of  the  mighty  capacity  of  Lough  Neagh  aa  a  trout 
lake,  and  still  more  so  at  its  comparative  neglect 
by  English,  or  indeed  any,  anglera.  On  its  wide 
waters  there  is  room  enough  for  all,  and  if  one  may 
judge  by  what  one  saw  fiah  enough  for  all.  Aa  to 
trout,  on  Monday  (June  0)  I  was  at  Toome  Bridge — 
to  which  apot  moat  of  the  Neagh  fish  are  taken 
en  route  for  the  London  market — cuid  one  of  the 
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fish  merchants  there  showed  me  one  consignment 
he  had  received  that  morning  of  troii(>  which  weighed 
thirty  stone,  and  included  numerous  Hpecimena  of 
51b.  to  71b.  each,  one  magnificent  fellow  of  H^lb., 
another  of  lOlb.,  and  so  on.  I  should  aay  the 
average  weight  wan  well  over  '.i\h.  Other  merchants 
had  also  large  consignments,  and  at  least  a  ton  of 
trout  must  have  reached  Toome  that  morning. 
This,  1  was  told,  was  nothing  exceptional,  and  goe« 
on  throvighout  the  sertson.  Putting  the  season  at 
no  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  days  it  would 
thus  appear  that  Lough  Neagh  yields  at  least 
one  hundred  tons  of  trout  in  a  season,  of  which 
probably  ninety-nine  per  cent,  are  netted.  I  am 
further  told  that  for  some  reasons  the  Neagh  trout 
are  very  difficult  to  take  on  the  rod,  but  in  these 
days  of  enterprise  and  inventive  skill,  coupled  with 
an  ever-restricting  field  of  operations,  it  is  surely 
surprising  that  Lough  Neagh — more  ac  cessible  and 
so  magnificentlv  stocked — should  not  more  than 
hold  its  own  with  Mask,  Corrib,  Conn,  and  other 
great  lakes  of  the  west.  Perhaps  some  of  your 
readers  with  sufficiently  long  purses,  and  more 
practical  skill  than  I  can  claim,  will  give  this  lake 
a  thorough  trial  with  fly,  artificial  bait,  and  bottom 
fishing,  and  report  results.  If  done,  it  should  be 
done  before  the  middle  of  August,  after  which  for  a 
month  or  so  the  drainage  from  the  flax  pits  might 
have  an  adverse  effect  in  the  lake. 

I  was  aLso  much  interested  in  the  "  pollan,"  I 
think  it  is  called — a  silvery  fish  about  the  size  and 
appearance  of  a  very  large  dace.  I  understood  that 
it  IS  not  to  be  taken  with  rod  and  line,  but  it  ia 
captured  in  large  quantities  in  the  nets,  and  from 
the  care  which  is  taken  in  its  packing  for  market  in 
shelved  boxes  must  be  something  choice. 

Pike  swarm  in  the  River  Bann  and  some  parts  of 
the  lake,  but  do  not  usually  run  large. 

With  a  clear  sky  and  hot  sun,  and  wanting  some- 
thing to  do,  we  turned  to  perch  fishing  in  the  cut 
or  canal  which  affords  boat  passage  from  lake  to 
river,  and  rather  to  our  surprise  caught  nearly  as 
many  roach  aa  perch,  and  plenty  of  them,  but 
nothing  verj'  sizeable.  It  is  a  grand  place  for 
breaking  in  a  young  angler. 

Access  to  Lough  Neash  and  the  Bann  is  easy  by 
way  of  Belfast  and  the  Northern  Counties  Line, 
and  he  would  be  an  angler  hard  to  please  who  could 
not  find  sport  sufficient  in  one  form  or  another. — 
Yours  truly,  J.  M. 


THE  NAVY  IS  OUR  ONLY  REAL  DEFENCE. 

Dear  Sir, — May  the  Navy  League  be  allowed  to 
enter  an  emphatic  protest  against  the  dangerous 
assumption  contained  in  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  the  Militia  and  V^olunteers,  that 
these  islands  require  a  great  conscript  army  to 
defend  ita  shores  against  invasion  ? 

The  Fleet,  and  the  Fleet  alone,  can  guarantee  our 
Imperial  existence,  and  to  transfer  to  a  conscript 
army  ineligible  for  service  oversea  funds  needed  for 
the  Navy  is  to  sacrifice  the  substance  for  the  shadow, 
and  to  court  national  weakness  and  unreadineas  for 
war. 

We  cannot  be  a  great  naval  and  a  great  military 
Power  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  retrenchment 
of  public  expenditure,  which  ia  inevitable,  we  dare 
not  allow  the  Navy  to  suffer. 

An  inadequate  or  an  inefficient  Fleet  means  star- 
vation at  home,  the  ruin  of  our  dependencies  abroad, 
and  the  complete  break-down  of  our  whole  system 
of  Imperial  Defence  based,  as  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire haa  stated,  upon  "  the  maintenance  of  sea 
supremacy." 

The  Navy  once  overpowered,  our  starving  millions 
will  render  invasion  superfluous. 

The  true  principlas  of  national  defence  for  these 
islands  cannot  be  better  summarised  than  in  the 
words  of  Sir  Ralph  Knox's  minority  report : — 

"The  real  and  only  essence  of  an  island  Power 
is  its  fleet ;  it  constitutes  the  first  and  second  line 
of  defence,  and  must  be  maintained  at  a  paramount 
strength.  Such  a  Power  must  possess  the  command 
of  the  sea,  for  without  it  it  is  at  the  mercy  of  its 
enemies,  even  without  a  blow  being  struck ;  and 
further,  without  the  command  of  the  sea,  an  island 
Power  ia  unable  to  use  its  military  forces  to  deliver 
an  attack  beyond  the  aea  which  surrounds  it." — 
Yours  truly,         H.  Seymour  Trower, 

Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Wm.  Caius  Crutchlev,  Secretary. 
The  Navy  League. 

13,  Victoria-atreet,  S.W. 

FISHING  IN  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  much  obliged  if  any  of 
your  numerous  readers  would  tell  me  if  they  know 
of  a  guide  which,  I  believe,  has  been  recently 
published  relating  to  the  fishing  in  the  Lake 
District.— Yours  truly,  W.  D.  D.  M. 

[I  do  not  think  any  guide  haa  been  published 
since  Mr,  Watson's  acme  yeara  ago. — Ed.-J 
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,  THE  EFFECT  ',0F  RESTOCKING. 

1 '  '  ^  t)i>Xk  Bib, — There  exists  a  little-known  stream  at 
no  gre&t  distance  from  town,  which,  I  believe,  is 
called  tli9  Hiz,  a  tributary  of  that  once  good  trout 
stream,  the  Ivel.  Three  yf>ars  ago  I  first  had  an 
opportunity  of  throwing  a  fly  upon  the  Hiz.  When 
I  first  saw  it  I  was  strucl<  by  its  possibilities,  but 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  contained  no  great 
head  of  trout. 

True,  in  wandering  along  its  banks  one  here  and 
there  saw  occasional  big  fish  of  31b.  and  over,  but 
these  were  few  and  far  between,  and  so  located 
themselves  in  quarters  where  the  wielder  of  the  fly 
rod,  were  he  never  so  skilful,  was  unable  to  place 
his  fly  over  them.  The  next  season  I  enjoyed  an 
afternoon  and  evening's  fishing  on  the  same  water, 
and  was  fortunate  enough  to  land  a  brace  of  trout 
weighing  61b.,  but  I  still  considered  the  stream  was 
understocked. 

A  few  days  ago  I  had  the  opportunity  of  again 
visiting  the  stream,  and  cjuld  not  help  noticing 
what  a  remarkable  effect  the  steady  restocking  of 
the  stream  had  brought  about. 

I  still  observed  some  of  the  older  denizens  of  the 
water  of  41b.  and  over,  and  though  I  failed  to  lure 
them,  they  are  still  waiting  to  fall  victims  to  a  dry- 
fly  man  of  greater  skill  than  my  own.  But  (and 
this  ia  what  induces  me  to  call  attention  to  the 
effect  of  restocking)  in  addition  to  these  older 
inhabitants  of  the  stream  it  now  holds  a  splendid 
head  of  trout,  and  these  so  well  distributed  through- 
out the  water  that  any  average  fly  fisherman  could 
always  be  sure  of  the  opportunity  of  placing  his  fly 
over  them  with  every  prospect  of  success. 

Perhaps  I  wa?  exceptionally  fortunate  in  finding 
the  fish  in  a  rising  humour  on  the  day  1  was  there, 
but  whether  this  was  so  or  not,  the  evidence  of  the 
rising  fish  was  such  as  to  demonstrate  that  the 
restocking  has  had  a  remarkable  effect  upon  the 
stream,  and  I  envy  the  men  who  are  fortunate 
enough  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  a  rod  on  this  well- 
favoured  fishing. 

1  understood  from  one  of  the  keepers  that  the 
owner  of  the  fishing  has  now  a  considerable  hatchery 
upon  it,  and  has  turned  into  it  large  quantities  of 
two  year- old  rainbows  and  farios,  as  well  as  smaller 
fish,  and  is  sparing  no  expense  to  make  the  restocking 
a  success,  and  ihis  I  can  well  believe  from  the 
evidences  of  the  rising  fish  I  noted. 

Unfortunately,  1  had  to  leave  by  an  early  train, 
and  so  only  had  a  few  hours'  fishing,  and  merely 
went  over  a  small  portion  of  the  water,  which  I 
believe  covers  three  or  four  miles. 

There  were  other  improvements  I  noticed,  some 
of  which  may  be  useful  to  other  owners  of  streams. 
One  was  a  series  of  hinged  gratings  placed  across 
the  stream  near  the  lower  part  of  the  water,  which, 
while  they  in  no  way  interfered  with  the  flow  of  the 
stream,  act  as  a  very  useful  deterrent  in  preventing 
the  rainbows  from  leaving  the  fishery  and  seeking 
fresh  food  and  quarters  lower  down  the  stream. 
■  No  doubt  one  cause  of  the  success  of  the  restocking 
is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  bod  of  the  stream 
contains  exceptional  quantities  of  natural  food. 
'I  here  were  vast  quantities  of  caddis  and  excellent 
hatches  of  flies.  Soon  after  I  arrived  there  were 
plenty  of  Alders,  and  later  on  a  good  rise  of  Duns. 
Durin'^  the  latter,  though  I  tried  several  shades  of 
the  Ginger  Quill,  I  found  the  fish  preferred  a  small 
,  Alder. 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to  hook  and  land  six 
brace  of  trout,  from  ^Ib.  to  IJlb.,  and  enjoyed  the 
privilege  of  killing  two  brace  of  them  over  lib.  (the 
minimum  takeable  size),  returning  the  others.  The 
rainbiws  were  in  good  condition  and  appearance, 
and  afforded  splendid  sport,  running  out  the  line 
and  jumping  continuously  after  being  hooked. 

A  more  enjoyable  few  hours'  fishing  it  has  rarely 
bsen  my  lot  to  have,  though  I  have  for  many  ye^rs 
past  thrown  a  fly  on  some  of  the  noted  southern 
chalk  streams,  as  well  as  on  many  of  the  rivers  of 
Derbyshire,  Yorkshire,  Devonshire,  and  Wales,  and 
on  many  Norwegian  waters. 

I  notice  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  11  an  adver- 
tisement of  "  Rod  to  let  on  a  well-stocked  stream, 
thirty-three  miles  from  King's  Cross  Station."  and 
I  have  very  little  doubt  that  this  refers  to  the 
stream  in  question.  If  so,  I  can  only  add  that  the 
eSect  of  restocking  has  produced  wonderful  results, 
and  that  at  the  present  time  it  holds  a  splendid 
head  of  fish.  The  whole  surroimdings  struck  me  as 
exceptionally  pleasant.  It  is  not  a  difficult  stream 
to  fish,  except  in  occasional  reaches,  the  surroundings 
are  picturesque,  and  the  comfort  of  the  fisherman 
is  well  provided  for  in  the  huts  by  the  riverside,  and 
I  enjoyed  the  servicss  of  an  attentive  and  obliging 
young  keeper. 

In  my  opinion  this  stream  will  in  a  few  years 
compare  favourably  with  some  of  the  more  noted 
streams  of  the  country  (and  some  of  the  Hertford- 
shire rivers  have  enjoyed  a  deservedly  wonderful 
reputation). 

It  ia  only  fair  to  add  that  I  have  no  personal 
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interest  in  this  fishing,  nor  have  I  even  the  pleasure 
of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  the  owner,  and 
though  I  commenced  this  letter  with  the  intention 
of  merely  drawing  attention  to  the  effect  of 
restocking  within  my  own  observation,  I  fear  I 
have  wandered  into  a  general  eulogium  of  the 
stream  in  question.  This  will,  however,  I  know  be 
forgiven  by  other  ang'ors  who  have  experienced  the 
entliusiasm  engendered  by  a  pleasant  day's  fishing, 
and  will,  I  feel  sure,  be  accepted  by  your  raaders  as 
an  apology. — Yours  truly,  J.  Le  Veneub. 

[This  refers  to  the  fishing  which  "Commander" 
has  advertised  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  think  he 
has  still  a  rod  or  two  to  let. — Ed,] 


"MORE  JOTTINGS." 

Deab  Sib, — In  your  issue  of  June  4,  "Val  Con- 
son"  describes  his  experience  of  trout  bulging 
during  an  upstream  wind,  feeding  freely  on 
nymphoe,  but  ignoring  the  winged  insect.  Such 
was  ray  own  experience  on  June  11.  Will  "Val 
CoQSon"  kindly  give  dressing  of  the  fly  he  speaks 
of  as  killing  well  upon  such  occasions,  namely. 
Tup's  Indispensable,  as  I  do  not  know  it? — Yours 
truly,  Enquibeb. 

FISHING  AT  ABERGELE  (NORTH  WALES). 
Deab  Sib, — 1  shall  be  in  Abergele  (N.  W.)  next 
month,  and  would  be  much  ob'iged  if  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  any  information  as  to  the 
fishing  to  be  obtained  there  (either  trout  or  coarse 
fish),  to  whom  should  I  have  to  apply  for  tickets 
and  probable  cost  ? — Yours  truly.  Fly. 

ALUMINIUM  NAILS. 
Deab  Sib, — The  aluminium  nails  mentioned  in 
your  issue  of  June  1 1  ara  very  liable  to  wear  down. 
I  had  some  in  my  shooting  boots  last  season,  and 
they  had  all  worn  down  in  a  week  mostly  spent  in 
marsh  shooting. — Yours  truly,  H.  W. 

COARSE  FISHING  NEAR  DEAL. 
Deab  Sib, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  any  information  respecting  coarse  fishing  near 
Deal  ?— Yours  truly,  Vedas. 

FISH  CULTURE  BY  ASSOCIATIONS. 
Deab  Sib, — I  was  much  struck  by  your  footnote 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  the  letter  from  the  secretary 
of  the  Lake  District  Association,  suggesting  that  it 
would  be  better  to  buy  yearlings  and  two-year-olds, 
etc.,  as  the  action  of  Mr.  Gatey's  association 'is,  I 
believe,  prompted  by  the  doings  of  the  Barrow 
Association. 

Let  me  explain  that  for  the  last  foiu-  years  the 
Barrow  Association  has  purchased  10,000  or  12,000 
ova  from  Howietoun,  and  as  soon  as  the  fry  was 
hatched  it  was  taken  to  the  reservoirs  of  the  borough 
and  liberated,  and  no  doubt  a  very  great  percentage 
were  at  once  destroyed,  but  certainly  some  of  them 
lived  and  grew  to  be  fine  fish.  Now,  sir,  to  remedy 
this  percentage  of  loss  we  have  just  arranged  with 
the  Barrow  Corporation  to  have  a  small  rearing 
pond  made  adjacent  to  one  of  the  large  reservoirs 
which  supplies  the  drinking  water  to  the  borough, 
so  that  we  can  keep  the  fry  in  the  rearing  ponds 
until  they  are  yearlings,  and  then  liberate  them. 

We  quite  recognise  that  they  will  have  to  be  fed 
at  intervals,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  any  special  diffi- 
culties or  heavy  costs  after  the  construction  of  the 
rearing  pond,  and  I  shall  be  extremely  grateful  for 
any  information,  either  privately  or  through  the 
Fishing  Gazelle,  which  will  help  us  in  our  new  under- 
taking.— Yours  truly,        W.  M.  Beadley, 

Hon.  Sec.  Barrow  Angling  Association. 

[My  note  was  wTitten  under  the  impression  that 
it  was  proposed  to  build  a  hatchery  and  employ  an 
experienced  fish  breeder.  It  would  seem  to  be  im- 
wise  to  put  fry  into  Windermere,  which  swarms  with 
perch  ;  in  fact,  the  larger  the  fish  the  better  chance 
would  there  be  of  their  having  to  be  rescued  from 
a  watery  grave  by  the  angler. — Ed.] 

SPINNING  FOR  THAMES  TROUT. 

Deab  Sib, — I  think  the  reason  why  fewer  Thames 
trout  are  now  taken  with  spinning  baits  lies  in  the 
fact  that  proportionately  fewer  anglers  spin  for 
them,  and  not  because  the  trout  are  disinclined  to 
take  a  properly  spun  bait.  My  observations  lead 
me  to  the  conclusion  that  live  baiting  is  too  largely 
adopted,  and  spinning,  for  some  reason  non-apparent 
to  me — unless  it  be  the  little  difficulty  of  properly 
mounting  a  bleak,  gudgeon,  or  other  suitable  bait 
on  a  Thames  fiight — is  sadly  neglected.  Personally, 
I  am  extremely  fond  of  spinning  the  natural  bait  in 
the  open  reaches  of  the  river,  and  have  found  it  a 
very  successful  way  of  killing  good  trout,  but  I  do 
not  include  the  affixing  of  a  Uve  bait  on  three  or 
four  triangles  and  a  lip-hook  and  working  it  in  weir 
runs  in  the  category'  of  spinning'.'   Another  point  is 
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that  the  great  majority  of  anglers  fishing  the  Thames 
for  trout  rush  to  the  weirs,  where  the  majority 
of  the  large  fish  do  not  take  up  their  quarters. 
In  support  of  my  statements  it  may  interest  you  to 
know  that  my  best  fifteen  Thames  trout  aggregate 
1191b.,  which  is  very  slightly  under  8lb.  per  fish,  and 
with  three  exceptions  these  good  specimens  were 
taken  by  spinning  natural  bait  in  the  open  reaches. 
— Yours  truly,  Thames  Flight. 

THE  CRYSTAL  PALACE  FISHING  TACKLE 
EXHIBITS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  a  position  to  state  that 
through  the  courtesy  of  the  management  all  the 
exhibitors  of  fishing  rods  can  arrange  for  customers 
to  try  them  on  the  lakes. — Yours  faithfully,  W. 


FISHING  NEAR  EPSOM  WANTED. 

Deab  Sir, — I  shall  be  extremely  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  would  kindly  answer  the  follow- 
ing query :  I  shall  be  spending  a  holiday  at  Epsom, 
Surrey,  early  in  July,  and  should  like  to  know  where 
I  can  get  a  decent  bit  of  fishing  (free),  say,  within 
five  or  eight  miles.  I  am  told  the  Thames  is  too 
full  of  boating.  There  may  be,  perhaps,  some  back- 
water or  private  waters  on  some  of  the  Surrey 
estates  to  which  I  might  write  for  a  permit  for  a  day 
or  so.  Any  information  will  be  gladly  received  by 
yours  truly,  A.  P.  J. 

FISHING  NEAR  SALTBURN;  AND  A  GRAY- 
LING FISHING  QUERY. 

Dear  Sib, — -Here  is  an  answer  to  your  corre- 
spondent, "  H.  W.  E.,"  re  Saltburn  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  June  18. 

Two  becka  unite  close  to  the  sea,  namely,  Brotton 
and  Skelton  becks  ;  the  former  is  strictly  preserved, 
the  latter  is  heavily  charged  with  washings  from  the 
ironstone  works  above  Guisborough  and  Upleatham, 
tuad  is  rarely  fishable,  fly  being  almost  useless. 
Occasionally  on  Saturday  evenings,  when  mines 
have  stopped,  it  is  translucent  red-yellow  >vater,  and 
then  odd  fish  may  be  caught  with  a  small  fly. 
Tickets  are  sometimes  granted  by  the  agent  .to  the 
Marquis  of  Zetland,  who  resides  at  Saltburn.  The 
trout  are  small,  rarely  exceeding  ^Ib. ;  waders  are 
unnecessa-y,  but  short  knee-boots  are  useful.  This 
beck  runs  very  low  in  July  and  August,  if  weather 
is  not  unusually  wet. 

Six  miles  up  the  hills  is  a  reservoir,  partly  natural, 
called  Lock  wood  Beck,  holding  fish  averaging  about 
^Ib  ,  which  risB  fairly  well  if  a  breeze  is  on.  July 
arid  August  best  months.  Trousers  are  necessary  as 
there  is  no  boat,  unless  taken  up  from  Saltb,urn  by 
special  permission  from  the  corporation,  who  issue 
day  tickets  for  10s.  The  licence  for  all  these  waters 
is  that  of  the  Tees  fishery,  that  is,  23.  Od.,  to  be 
obtained  at  Rapps,  stationers,  Saltburn.  There  are 
no  coarse  fish  in  these  waters.  Sea  fishing  is  good 
up  to  end  of  June,  then  very  poor. — Yours  truly, 

H.  F. 

P.S. — We  have  taken  a  house  at  Bournemouth, 
and  I  shall  be  glad  to  get  a  turn  occasionally  in  the 
autumn  at  the  g'ayling.  Should  you  kaow  of  any 
opening  at  a  reasonable  price  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
of  it.  1  know  it  is  rather  expensive  compared  with 
Yorkshire.  I  see  no  one  advertising  in  succession  to 
R.  T.  Williams.  Where  shall  we  get  our  hackles,  etc., 
from  now  ?  i 

[I  have  written  to  Mr.  H.  F.  and  suggested  that 
Mr.  W.  H.  Pope,  of  Salisbury,  may  be  able  to  put 
him  on  to  some  grayling  fishing,  but  it  is  not  easy 
to  get  in  Hampshire. — Ed.] 


"DADDY  LONGLEGS"  AS  A  BAIT. 

Deab  Sib, — In  answer  to  your  query  I  might  add 
that  I  have  known  the  artiflcial  Daddy  Loujilegs  to 
have  been  used  with  considerable  success  now  and 
then  on  Lough  Melvin,  but,  as  you  know,  it  cannot 
be  half  so  effective  as  the  natural  fly  used  for 
dapping. 

The  season  for  the  Daddy  Lonplegs  begins  on 
Lough  Melvin  about  the  middle  of  .July  and  lasts 
to  the  beginning  of  September,  and  if  the  weather 
is  nice  and  open  it  continues  well  into  September. — 
Yours  truly,  Leasteb  Dixon. 

Settle,  Yorks. 


CHUB  FISHING  NEAR  HEREFORD. 

Deab  Sib, — I  hear  there  is  good  chub  fishing 
near  Hereford,  and  should  be  glad  to  know  through 
your  correspondence  columns  whether  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  any  information  on  this 
point,  or  of  any  other  place  where  good  sport  may 
be  had  with  them  by  the  fly. — Yours  truly, 

T.  Blachfobd. 

252,  Liverpool-road,  London,  N. 

{Several  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.] 
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'Viyellal  Shirts 


Mo«t  suitable 
Day  mod  Night 
wear  for 
Sportsmen  and 
Travellers. 


Economical 
because 
Durable. 


From  leading  Drapers  and  Outfitters,  or  name  of  nearest  sent  on  application  to  'VIYELLA'  (F.Q.),  Friday  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Dr.J.COLLIS  BROWNE'S 

CHLORODYNE 

Invaluable  for 

Coughs^  Colds,  Bronchitis, 
Asthma,  Neuralgia, 

AND    ALL    KINDRED  AILMENTS. 


This  old  and  tried  remedy  has  stood  the  test 
of  two  generations. 

REFUSE  to  be  put  off  with  a  SUBSTITUTE. 

The  Original  can  be  had  of  all  Chemists 

U  you  let  it  l>e  seen  that  you  are  not  weak 
enough  to  accept  an  imitation. 

COLLIS  BROWNE 

IS  THE  NAME; 

1/li,  2/9,  4/6,  the  Prices. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd., 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Manufacturers, 
137,   SX.   JOHN    BXKEEST    S^OAO ; 
Paetory:  1,  2.  and  8.  ROSEBBRT  AVBNDB  ;  Timber  Stores:  Pentonvllle ; 

Telephone :  1129  Central.  LONDON,  E.C>      Telegrams:  "  FiSHSia,  London.  " 

THE  ^RDAR  ROD. 

The  best  all  round  Rod  for  general  work.     Highest  class  finish.    Double  Cork  Handle. 

O  I  O-  .....  ._.  .r>  -  ^—y^ 


-    ■    W   _  _  JJJJ-— ■ 

r-'-.;----;iii=. 
3^ 

No.  l,Liglit,  for Boach,  Perch,  Ac,  10  ft.,  23/-.  No.  2,  Medium,  Barbel  and  Ledgering,  lift.,  23/-. 
No.  3,  Strong,  for  Pilie,  llfft.,  23/-. 
The  above  are  made  of  selected  cane,  butt  and  joint,  with  two  greenheart  tops. 
Split  cane  as  above,  60/-. 
Send  for  Illustrated  Price  List  Post  Free.t 


No    Breakfast  Table 
complete  without 

EPPS'S 

iThe  Cream  of  Cocoas 

COCOA 

The  most  Nutritious 
and  Economical. 


Whole  Cane 

Salmon  and 
Trout  Rods. 


SPLICED 
WHOLE 
CANE  TROUT 
RODS. 

"One  of  the* 
■weetest  Fly 
Rods  I  have  ever 
handled."  — R.  B. 
MABOTON  In  thB  Fishing 
gazette,  Feb.  10,  1900. 


Split  Cane 
Trout  Rods, 
lock  fast 
joints,  2 
tops,  &c. 


J.  GILLETT, 

yUUiif  Sod  k.  Tukle  Kuofr., 

40,  Fetter  Lane.  London,  B.C.^ 


BUMSTED'Sf^SALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  QUEEN  VICTORIA. 


J.  E.  MILLER, 

Tkleora.MS  :  "PI.SCATOR,  LEEDS." 


Nopthepn  Angleps'  Depot, 
19,  New  Station  St., 
LEEOS. 

Telephone  :  No.  2601. 


FISHING  RODS, 


G.WOOD  &  CO., 

117,  Pinstone  St.,  Sheffield. 

HERCULES 

TROUT  CASTS, 

AUcock's  Model  Perfect  Hooks 


TROUT  FLIES, 
LINES^&c. 

AU  the  Latest  Novelties 
kept  in  Stock. 

BEST  ARTICLES  AT  MODERATE  PRICES. 
CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 


lVi:iI>GE  FI^IES. 

Sample  dozen,  assorted,  fine  gut  or  eyed  hooks 

The  above  also  supplied  on  hair   

Bustards,  strong  gut  or  eyed  hooks   

EVENING  FLIES. 


2/- 


...  2/. 
dozen 


2/-  dozen, 


The  "  Beck  Moths,"  eyed  hooks 

Special  Midge  Casts 
„       Evening  „ 
„        Night  „ 
II  Hair 

THE  "WEE"  CHAPMAN 

Fop  Spinning  a  Small  Minnow  in 
low,  clear  water. 

Price,  with  5  trebles  as  sketch,  X/6. 
,,       ,,    3      ,,  each  1/3. 


3/6  dozen. 
 1/-  each. 

 V-  » 

9d.  „ 

9d.  and  1/-  „ 


LOCH  AND  SEA  TROUT  FLIES,  from   2/-  Dozen. 
SEA  TROUT  CASTS,  Fine,  Medium,  and  Strong,  1/-  each. 
STRONG  GRILSE  CASTS,  1/6.  SALMON  from  2/6. 

TROUT  AND  SALMON   FLIES   FOR  NORWAY. 

Special  Selections  for  any  district. 

LIGHT  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  RODS. 

Best  Quality,  2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Universal  Winch  Fittings, 
Cork  Handle,  and  fully  fitted,  10  ft.,  lOi  ft.,  11  ft.,  XT/C 
See  Catalogues  post  £pee. 


NOTE. 

London  County  Council 
Alteration  of  Number— 


24,  Knightsbridge, 

HYDE  PARK  CORNER. 

Telephone :  4849  Geprapd. 
Works ;  CLAPHAM  JUNCTION, 


THE 


MOLE 
FLY 

Win  Kill   on  any 
Trout  Stream, 


DOUBLE  WING, 

2/6  pex*  dozen. 


Priee  LUt  Pott  freth 
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C.  Little  &  Go. 

First-class  Rod  &  Tackle  Manufacturers. 

Salmon  Rods,  Heels,  and  Lines, 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FLIES 


FOR 

NORWAY, 

SWEDEN, 

ICELAND, 

CANADA, 

IRELAND, 

SCOTLAND, 

ENGLAND. 


Salmon 


■pug  ((  II^PQm^^^  "  QUT  CASTS  ""^^  ^'^^  ^''"^""^^^^  Theywilllast 


at  least  three  times  longer  than  any  other. 


SSA  TACKLE  IL  SI>ECIALITY 


THE 

:aluminium 
fly  spoon. 


For  Trout  and 
Salmon  Fishing, 
6d.,  9d.  &1s. 

each. 


Eaiimaies  given  for  Complete  OutfitSi 

CATALOGUE  POST  FREE  ON  APPLICATION. 

63,  HAYMARKETT  LONDON,  S.W. 


Grayling  Fishing  in  South  Country  Streams 

SECOND  EDITION  NEARLY  READY. 

By  H.  A.  ROLT, 

Assistant  Secretary,  Piscatorial  Society,  Contributor  to  the  "  Field," 
"  Fishing  Gazette,"  &c. 


Londoh:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  AND  COMPANY,  Limited, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.G. 


TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  YEARLINGS, 

APPARATUS,  MOLLUSCA,  CRUSTACEANS,  WATER  PLANTS, 
FISHMEAL,  BISCUITS,  &c. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.    SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

For  any  information  on  Fishery  Matters  write  to 

THE   SOLWAY   FISHERY  COMPANY,  LIMITED,  DUMFRIES. 

HARRY  SPRECKLET,  Manager. 

BEST  BOOK  ON  EISH  CULTURE  ever  published  :  "  An  ANOLBR'S  ParaMOT,  ATO 
HOW  TO  OBTAIN  IT,"  12/10  post  free.   "Handy  Goibb  to  Fish  Culturb,"  1/2  post  free. 

1,000  Eyed  Ova  and  well-made  Hatching  Tank,  carriage  paid,  11/6 ;  or,  600  and  Tank,  7/6. 


A  Speciality:  Our  short  WADING  STOCKINGS 

X2/6  per  pair,  Cashmere  or  Sateen. 
WE    ARE    OFFERING    A    FEW  SALMON 

FISHING  BAGS,  with  Extra  Double  Pocket  Attachment, 

From  Last  Season's  Stock,  at  Half-price,  lX/6  ;  postage,  5d^ 

JOSEPH     BFtADDELlL,     &  SON, 

Bstabllsbed  1811.  21,  Castle  Place,  BEKjFASrT. 


THE  SPECKLED 
BROOK  TROUT 

Edited  and  Illustrated  by 

LOUIS  RHEAD. 
16/-  net. 


London  : 

Sampson  Low,  Marston  <fe  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  B.C. 
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WYRESDALE  FISHERY  CO.,  LTD., 

SCOBTON,   GARSTANG,  LANCASHIRE. 


Ova  and  Live  Fish  for  Stodging. 

ENGLISH  TROUT  FOR  ENGLISH  WATERS. 

The  finest  stock  of  Brown  Trout  in  the  Country. 


Apply,    PETER   ORMROD,   Managing  Director. 


JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS, 
SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 
Winners  of  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


Salmon  and  Trout  Flies  for  Norway. 

W.  J.  CUMMINS  will  be  glad  to  give  advice  with  regard  to  the  best  Salmon  Flies  and  Tackle 
for  Norwegian  Salmon  Rivers,  also  information  to  gentlemen  visiting  that  Country  for  Trout 
Fishing.    Routes  mapped  out  and  full  particulars  of  best  fishing  districts  given.    This  information 
is  practical,  W.  J.  C.  having  visited  Norway  for  the  last  12  years. 

SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING  TO  LET  IN  NORWAY,  SCOTLAND,  IRELAND,  Ac. 

Particulars  sent  on  application. 

Special  Salmon,  White  Trout,  and  Brown  Trout  Flies  for  Ireland. 

Write  for  Special  Booklet  on  Irish  Flies. 


Catalogue  of  Hi^li-clasB   Rods  a,nd  T'si.ckle  FREE   to  any  address. 


W.  J.  CUMMINS,  North  of  England  Rod  Works,  BISHOP  AUCKLAND. 

London  Agents— Tfie  Military  Equipment  Company,  11,  Savile  Row,  Burlington  Gardens,  W. 
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WHAT  WE  HAVE  DONE. 

We  have  offered  to  make  a  Rod  against  any  Rod  Manufacturer— English  or  Foreign.  The 
lightest  and  strongest  Rod  at  the  diameter  and  length,  and  the  best  Rod  for  throwing  a  line,  to 
be  declared  the  winner.  We  have  offered  to  meet  any  American  Rod  Maker  at  a  Test  of  Rods 
for  £so  a  side.      RESULT  :  NO  ACCEPTANCE  ! 

We  have  offered  to  meet  a  leading  firm  of  English  Rod  Makers  at  a  Test  of  their  Rods 
against  ours  for  any  sum  they  like  to  name  from  £io  to  £200.    RESULT  :  NO  ACCEPTANCE  !  ! 

A  customer  of  ours,  wishing  to  have  a  Rod  of  American  make  Tested  against  one  of  ours, 
sent  an  order  to  a  leading  firm  in  the  United  States,  with  the  intimation  that  said  Rod  was 
needed  for  the  purpose  of  being  Tested  against  a  Rod  of  our  make.  RESULT :  SAID  ORDER 
WAS  DECLINED  !  !  !   

Any  angler  may  test  the  value  of  "  Steel  Ribbing "  for  himself  by  sending  his  own  Rod  to  be  Ribbed.  No  Rod  is 
too  weak  and  whippy  for  successful  treatment.  A  Rod,  when  steel  ribbed,  will  throw,  on  the  average,  five  yards  further 
than  it  would  before  ribbing,  and  will  cast  much  more  accurately.  Spinning  and  Bottom  Rods  are  made  infinitely 
more  powerful  by  the  addition  of  Steel  Ribbing.  The  increase  of  weight  is  less  than  I  of  an  oz.  The  increase  of 
stiffness  and  strength  is  about  double.  Thousands  of  testimonials.  Nine  hundred  and  ninty-nine  customers  are  pleased 
out  of  every  thousand  !  !  !  The  odd  man  generally  complains  that  we  have  stiffened  his  Rod  too  much  !  !  !  Any  Rod 
under  12  ft.,  and  with  one  top,  can  be  ribbed  at  the  merely  nominal  cost  of  5/9  (which  includes  varnishing).  Rods 

over  12  ft.,  3/6  extra.   Additional  tops,  1/9  each  extra. 


THE  «  DOVE  DALE  "  STEEL  RIBBED  ROD. 


This  IS  the  Rod  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  uses.    It  is  of  whole  cane  with  two  greenheart  tops  ;  it  has  all  modern  improvements  of 
value,  mcluding  cork  handle,  lock  joints,  steel  ribbing,  etc.,  etc.    It  is  undoubtedly  the  best  value  yet  offered  for  21/-.  It 
can  be  had  in  either  two  or  three  parts  at  price  named.    Weight  averages  |  oz.  to  the  foot.    The  Rod  can  be  had  made 
specially  for  Roach  (either  Trent  or  Thames  style)  or  for  Pike,  with  one  top,  at  same  price,  viz.,  21/-. 

THE  "CLIMAX"  CANE  BUILT  STEEL  RIBBED  FLY  ROD  is  the  best  two  piece  Fly  Rod  yet  made; 
price,  with  two  tops,  up  to  12  ft,  65/-. 

THE  "PRINCESS  VICTORIA"  LIGHTWEIGHT,  scales  si  oz.  in  the  eight  foot  length,  the  lightest  and 
most  powerful  Rod  at  the  weight  and  length  yet  built ;  price  29 /6. 

THE  HAMPSHIRE  DRY  PLY  ROD-cane  built,  three  piece  Rod-is  made  up  to  io|  ft. ;  price  37/6.  Cork 
handle  and  bayonet  lock  joints.  Steel  ribbing,  5/9  extra. 

FOSTERS'  FLIES  are  made  for  the  clearest  waters,  and  they  have  been  used  over  the  keenest  of  fish  for  the 
past  75  years.  Price  1  /6  per  doz.,  either  eyed  or  on  gut.  We  can  find  fishermen  who  are  ready  to  fish  with  these  Flies, 
against  any  professional  fishermen  using  others,  over  trout  in  clear  waters.  Orders  for  one  doz.,  best  quality,  at  2/- ' 
are  packed  in  a  metal  fly-box  having  cork  strips  to  hold  flies.    Orders  for  2h  doz.,  in  boxes  4i  in.  across  when  shut.  ' 


Catalogue  270  pages,  with  Hundreds  of  Illustrations,  Free. 

FOSTER  BROS. 

MIDLAND    WORKS,    ASHBOURNE,  ENGLAND. 

Registered  Telegraphic  Address:  "Foster,  Ashboiu'ne." 
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J.  PEEK  &  SON, 

Wholesale,  Retail,  and  Export  Fishing  Rod  and 
Tackle  Manufacturers. 

40.  GRAY'S  INN  ROAD 

iClose  to  HOLBORN),    LONDON,  W.C. 


BEST .  QREENHEART  or  WHOLE  CANE  TROUT  RODS.  2  Tops,  Double 
Brazed,  Universal  Winch  Fittiugs  (brazed  under  slide),  Suake  Rings,  Hocket  and 
Spear,  and  Division  Bas.    CORK  GRASP  oi)tional.    Higliest  class  workmanship, 

fittings,  and  tiuisli.    10,  11,  or  12  feet   

DITTO,  DITTO.     2  Tops,  Double  Brazed,  Snake  Rings,  Wood  Balance  Grasp.  10, 

11,  12  feet   

BE5T  GUN-METAL  BRONZED  TROUT  REELS.    Hard  Steel  Check,  Revolving 

Plate    2i,  7/6  ;  24,  8/6  ;  2i, 

BRONZED  CHECK  REELS.    Revolving  Plate,  Hard  Steel  Clieck,  Long  Screws  right 

through   2  inch,  5/-;  2i,  5/6;  2J,  6'-;  2i 

BEST  WATERPROOF  SILK  TROUT  LINES.    25  yards,  1/6  &  1/9;  30  yards,  1/9  &  2/2 

TAPER  DITTO    26  yards,  2/6  ;  30  yards,  3/- 

VACUUM  DRESSED  DRY  FLY  LINES.   Double  Taper   ...      30  yards,  7/6  ;  40  yards,  9/- 

BEST  GUT  CASTS.    Le\rel  or  Tapered.    3  yards    each  0/6 

BEST  TROUT  FLIES.     Eyed,  or  on  Gut   dozen  1/- 

BEST  FLOATING  DRY  FLIES.     Eyed   dozen  1/6 

CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 


22/- 
10/6 
10/6 
6/6 


THE    CHESS    RIVER    TROUT  FARM 


BROWN  TROUT  &  RAINBOW  TROUT. 

PURCHASE  YOUR  TROUT  FROM  A  CHALK-STREAM  FISHERY. 
For  Prioes  and  advioe,  apply  to  A.  R,  PEART,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS. 

RAINBOWS  A  SPECIALITY. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  and  TWO-YEAR-OLDS. 

Reared  as  much  on  natural  as  artificial  food  ;  sold  by  minimum  measurement,  not  by  average 
length.    Mollusca,  Crustaceans,  Water  Plants,  &c. 

"  PEPTO,"— Peptonised  Fish  Meal— made  from  pure  fish  and  pepsine.  Sole  British 
Agent.    Inspection  invited.    Apply  for  catalogues  and  price  list  to— 

C.  W.  WILSON,  Rigmaden  Fishery,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 

THE  ARROW  FISHERY. 

BROWN  TROUT  and  Rainbow  Trout  now  being  Booked  for  next  Season's  Delivery. 

Two-year-Olds  are  reared  in  a  fenced-off  NATURAL  STREAM. 

Natural  Food  Supplied.       Waters  Improved  and  Engineered. 


THE  ARROW  FISHERY,  Eardisland,  Pembridge,  HEREFORDSHIRE. 


J.  BERNARD  &  SON 

EXPERTS  ON 

DRY  FLY  FISHING. 

Please  call  and  inspect  our  collection  of 

(Split  Cane  Rods, 
Dry  1  Reels, 
Fly  1  Tapered  Lines, 

I      „       Casts,  &c.,  &c. 

WRITE   FOR    1904  CATALOGUE. 

45,  Jermyn  Street,  St.  James',  S.W. 

YOU  CAN 
DRESS 
WELL 
AT 

MODERATE 
COST. 


AII-Wool  Scotch  Tweeds  in  Harris,  Homespun,  Cheviot, 
Saxony,  Worsteds,  Meltons,  Serg-es,  and  Vicunas. 

FISHING,  SHOOTING,  AND  CYCLING  CLOTHS. 

GENTS  SUITINGS  and  OVERCOATINGS,  LADIES'  COSTUMES. 

Has  it  never  occurred  to  you  that  by  going  to  us,  the  Manufacturers, 
you  can,  liowever  small  your  order,  SAVE  30  TO  50  PER  CENT,  on 
prices  ordinarily  charged  for  High-class  Scotch  All-Wool  Goods? 

Whatever  your  station  in  life,  we  have  the  right  Cloths  to  meet  your 
re<(uireinouts  for  all  occasions. 

Those  who  have  once  tried  our  Cloths  come  back  year  after  year  ;  they 
wouldn't  do  so  without  good  reason,  you  know  ! !  !  SCOTCH  BLANKETS, 
BEUHAPS,  KNITTING  YARNS,  TRAVELLING  RUGS,  and  HOSIERY 
are  made  by  us  from  good  souud  Wools,  and  are  therefore  both  cosy  and 
durable.    l>rop  a  Po.stcard  for  Patterns  of  what  you  require. 

Hoinr  to  Px^event  Colds, 

Wear  our  all-wool  unshrinkable  imderclothing.   Every  garment,  guaran- 
teed unslirinkable,  besides  being  warm,  comfortable,  and  elastic.  Write 
for  Catalogue. 

CURRIE,  H'DOUGALL  k  SCOTT,  LaDghaugh  Mills,  GALASHIELS. 


"SHANNON" 

GUT CASTS 

"  Carlow. 

"Your  'Shannon'  Gut  Casts  are 
perfect ;  I  have  been  using  them  for 
the  past 

20  years 

and  I  don't  remember  having  a  smash 
while  playing  a  fish  in  all  that  time. 

"T.  H.  O'D." 

"  SKetnnon  *'  Gixt>  CsLSts. 

To  be  obtained  only  from 

JOHN  ENRIGHT~AND  SON, 

CASTLECONNELL,  IRELAND. 


HUTCHINSON  &  SON 

(Late  ADLINGTON  &  HUTCHINSON,  Established  1745) 

are  the  only  makers  of  the  g^enuine 
KENDAL  FISH  HOOKS. 


ANGLO-NORWEGIAN  FISHERMEN'S  ASSOGIATION 

PRESIDENT:    COL.  W.  BEOMLBY  •  DAVBNPOBT,  D.8.O..  ILP. 


The  chief  object  of  the  Association  is  to  bring  about  co-operation  between  its  members  in 
everything  affecting  their  interests  and  rights. 

It  also  ac:t3  as  a  Private  Agency  for  Letting  the  Fishings  or  Sporting  Rights  of  its  members  In 
Norway  and  Sweden. 

As  the  members  hold  Fishing  Rights  upon  the  principal  Norwegian  Rivers,  the  Association  is  in 
a  position  to  refer  persons  desirous  of  taking  Fishings  in  Norway  to  reliable  sources  of  information. 
For  further  details,  and  for  Lists  of  Fishings,  etc.,  to  be  let  by  members,  apply  to  the  Hon.  Sec. , 

Mr.  A.  VENABLE5  KYRKE,  Chard,  Somerset. 


SILKWORM  FISHING 


GUT 


For  making  Casts  or  Traces,  Hook 
Mounting,  Fly  Tying,  etc. 

NATURAL  (undrawn)  GUT,  White  or  Stained : 


Refina 
Fina  ... 
Regular  ... 
2nd  Padron 
1st  Padron 
Harana  ... 
D.T.  Marana 
Imperial 
Hebra 


1/- 


1 

Hn  >. 

12  in. 

14  in. 

lOin. 

18111. 

2Uin 

1/3 

1/9 

2/6 

3/6 

5/ 

1/- 

1/6 

21- 

3/- 

4/ 

1/- 

1/3 

1/9 

2/6 

1/- 

1/6 

2/- 

2/6 

1/3 

1/9 

2/3 

2/9 

2/6 

3/6 

5/- 

7/6 

15/- 

20/- 

ALL  CUT  GUARANTEED  NEW,  HIGHEST  QUALITY  ONLY. 
NO   OLD  STOCK. 

SEND    FOR    PRICE    LIST— GRATIS. 


R.  RAMSBOTTOM, 

81,  Market  Street,  Manchester. 

Telegraphic  Address  :  "  Piscator."  Telephone :  No.  1539. 
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P.   D.  MALLOCH, 

26  and  28,  Scott  Street,  Perth,  N.B., 

Mannfactnrer  of  every  description  of  Fisliing  Tackle  suitable  for  all  parts  of  the  world. 

TBN  GOLD  AND   OTHER  MBDALS  AWARDED. 


Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Green- 
heart  Rods. 

Light,  strong,  and  pleasant  to  fisb  with ;  saperloi  to  Split  Cane. 

Trout  Rods,  Greenheart, 

From  9  ft.  to  13  ft.,  and  weighing  from  9  ozs.  to  13  01s. ;  very  powerful, 
light,  and  pleasant  to  fish  with ;  much  better  than  Split  Oane. 

Reels  and  Lines  to  match.      New  Patent  Bralte  Reel  for  Salmon  and  Trent. 

Malloch's  Patent  Casting:  Reel. 

This  Beel  is  used  by  almost  every  angler,  both  at  home  and  abroad. 
Rods  and  Lines  to  suit. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Sea  Trout  Flies. 
Scotch  Loch  Flies,  all  the  best  patterns. 

Having  personally  fished  most  of  the  best  lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may 
lely  on  being  supplied  with  the  most  suitable  Tackle. 


Malloch's  New  Kingr^sher  Line. 

43  yards  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

100  and  130  yards  Single  and  Double  Tapered  Salmon. 

80  and  40  yards  Double  Tapered  Trout, 

All  lengths  Salmon  and  Trout  Level. 

These  new  Lines  are  far  superior  to  any  other  lines  that  have  ever  been  put  on 
the  market.  They  are  made  of  pure  silk,  and  prepared  and  finished  with  a  new 
dressing  which  does  not  come  ofi,  The  longer  these  Lines  are  fished  with  the  bettei 
they  get. 

The  following  are  a  tew  unsolicited  Testimonials. 

Colonel  G.  writes :  "  Its  casting  properties  are  simply  marTellotu.   I  have  no  hesitation  In 
saying  that  it  adds  another  10  yards  or  more  to  the  cast." 
Colonel  P.  writes :  "  The  Kingfisher  Line  goes  splendidly." 
K.  S.,  New  Zealand,  writes  :  "  Those  lines  are  rippers." 

T.  P.  K.  writes :  "Send  me  two  more  salmon  lines  exactly  the  same  as  last.  The  one  I  enclose 
Is  about  the  best  salmon  line— In  the  condition  it  is  In  now — that  I  have  ever  handled.  It  Is  perfect. 
Your  dressing  is  by  far  the  best  I  have  seen.  When  fatted  and  rubbed  down  a  bit  It  gets  as  smooth 
as  glass  and  beautifully  supple." 

The  Earl  of  S.  writes  :  "  The  Double  Tapered  Trout  Line  casts  beautifully.  The  line  seems  t  > 
be  a  higher  class  of  line  than  I  have  hitherto  used." 

E.  M.,  K.C.,  writes :  "I  could  not  understand  how  I  was  casting  so  much  better  than  I  used 
to,  until  I  remembered  I  was  using  your  Kingfisher  Line.   It  makes  a  clean  job." 

A  well-known  practical  Fishing  Tackle  Maker  writes  :  "  I  have  tried  the  new  line  and  I  never 
had  a  better,  not  even  the  H  one  I  have." 


CATALOGUES  FREE.  26  &  28,  SCOTT  STREET,  PERTH,  N.B.  catalogues  free. 


BURBERRY-PROOF 


FISHING 
EQUIPMENTS 


Provide  the  Angler  with  every  habilimentary  need,  and  afford— (1)  Protection  from  Wet  in  all  forms. 
(2)  Self  Ventilation  in  Proofed  Cloths.        (3)  Coolness  and  Lightness.        (4)  Ease  of  Movement. 


THE  SPORTSMAN  CAP. 

"  ITie  best  fishing  hat  I  ever  u.se<l.  V'oii 
can  have  it  as  light  as  you  like,  aud  yel 
it  win  keep  out  any  amount  of  rain,  and 
the  peak  protects  the  eyes,  ears  and  back 
of  neck."— /VjfAt)i/y  Gazette. 

Single  brim  7/6 

Double  brim  (to  hold  casts  and  flies)  8/- 


Every 

"  Biroerry- 
PM" 
bears  a 
"Barberry" 
Label. 


N»  garment 
^  existent 
gives  sucli 
freedom  of 
swing  for 
the  arms. 
Tliis  cliarac- 
teristic  is  an 
essential  to 
the  sports- 
man ,  what- 
ever sport 
pursuing. 


BURBERRY  FISHING  SUIT. 


The  feature  of  the  "  Pis 
cator  "  is  its  adaptability 
to  the  angler's  needs, 
both  when  bank-fisliini;- 
anil  wading.  The  collar 
cape  protects  the  vulner- 
able points,  and  being 
furnished  with  a  pivot 
sleeve  it  makes  an  ideal 
fishing  coat. 


The  Slip-on  in  i  s 
peregrinations  with 
Sportsmen  and 
travellers  the  worl 
over  has  manifested 
such  hygienic 
weatherproof  quali 
ties,  whilst  allowing 
absolute  ease  of 
movement  to  the 
wearer,  that  it  has 
become  the  insepar- 
able companion  0 
those  who  woo 
pleasure  or  pursue 
business  in  the 
open. 


PISCATOR. 


FISHING  SLIP-ON. 


30,  HAYMARKET,  LONDON ;  and  BASINGSTOKE. 
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BEST 
ENVELOPE 

FORTH E  HUMAN 


The  HEALTHIEST 

SHIRTS  AND  UNDERWEAR. 

TJie  body  being  "  Clothedwith  Air,"  the  best  non-conductor  of  lieat,  is  protected  from 
the  effects  of  outer  heat  or  cold,  while  the  action  of  the  pores  of  the  skin  is  not  impeded^ 

BEWARE  OF  IMITATIONS  SOLD  UNDER  SIMILAR  NAMES. 

Illustrated  Price  List  of  full  range  of  Aertex  Cellular  Goods  for  Men,  Women,  and  Children, 
with  list  of  900  depots  where  these  goods  may  be  obtained,  sent  post  free  on  application. 


LONDON  :  Robert  Scott,   Ld.,    24,  Queen 
Victoria  St.,  B.C. 
Oliver  Bros.,  Ld.,  417,  Oxford  St.,  W. 
ABERDEEN  :  Davidson  &  Son,  Union  St. 
BRADFORD  :  Brown,  Muff  &  Co. 
BRISTOL  :  «.  Standerwick,  34,  Triangle,  Clif- 
C.  .r.  Hill,  2,1,  Small  St.  [ton. 
CARDIFF  :  E.  Roberts,  30,  Duke  St. 

.Totham  &  Sons,  26,  St.  Mary's  St. 
DUBLIN  :  Taaffe  &  Coldwell,  81,  Grafton  St. 
„        Kennedy  &  McSharry,  24,  West- 
moreland St. 


EDINBURGH  :  Stark  Bros.,  9,  South  Bridge. 

,,  Dow  &  Son,  29,  Princes  St. 

LEEDS  :  Hyam  &  Co.,  Ld.,  Briggate. 

MANCHESTER  :  H.  R.  Freeborn,  11,  Cross  St. 

F.  Middleton,  87,  Moslev  St. 
NEWCASTLE-ON-T.  :  a.  Brown,  78,  Grey  St. 

,,  I.  Walton  it  Co.,  Grainger  St. 

NOTTINGHAM  :  -T.  O.  Hiikling,  19,  Market  St. 

,,  Dixon  &  Parker,  Lister  (iate. 

OXFORD  :  W.  E.  Fayers,  12,  (Jueen  St. 
PLYMOUTH  :  Perkiu  Bros.,  13  &  14,  Union  St, 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps, 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world, 
post  free, 

7  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d., 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers  ;  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on 
application. 

JOHN  WHITE, 

FishingTackle  Manufacturer.Omajh, Ireland. 


GISHURSTINE. 

The  Best  Dubbing  for  Fishing  and 
Shooting  Boots;  keeps  them  dry 
and  soft.    Good  for  Harness. 

WHOtBSALB  FROM 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 

GNATS, 


MOSQUITOES, 
CLEGS  S  FLIES 

-  _   WON'T  TOUCH 

HOMOCEA 

No  fisherman  should  be  wilhout 
a  box  to  smear  face  and  hands, 
or  if  bitten,  to  anoint  the  bumps. 
The  best  known  remedy,  also 
for  all  sores,  cuts,  wounds,  stings, 
bruises,   chafes,    scratches,  etc, 

A  Special  Cure  for  Piles. 

0/ all  Chemists,  VI'A.Si  2/9,  or  post  free 
33,    KING  WILLIAM  ST.,  E.C. 


ROACH &TROUT— Fishers'  single  hair, 

50  selected,  2/0;  100,  4/6.  Roach,  bottoms,  half- 
dozen,  2/-.    Worms  in  tlax,  l/:i,  2/6. 
PICKERSGIIL,  31,  Rydall  Street,  Holbeck,  L^eds. 


ILiOOK 


r^ooK 


BAITS  FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS. 

The  Best  early  BAIT  for  Trout  and 
all  kinds  of  Coarse  Fish  is 

THE  CADDIS  GRUB 

Half  pint,  1/3,  post  free. 
THT7  A  ITPTR    2.  BROAD  MAIlSH, 

iiij:iim.i:in,  Nottingham. 


NORWAY,  SWEDEN, 
AND  RUSSIA. 


First-class  Boyal  Mail  and  Passenger  Steamers. 
Saloons  and  Sleeping  Accommodation 
Amidships. 

BEST  ROUTE  for  Sportsmen  and  Fishermen. 

Apply  to  THOS.  WILSON,  SONS  &  CO. 
(Ltd.),  Hull ;  OELLATLY  &  CO.,  61,  Pall  Mall  ; 
LUMLEY,  NEWTON  &  DOWELL,  16,  St.  James's 
Street,  S.  W.  ;  COOKS',  Ludgate  Circus  ;  or,  W.  E. 
BOTT  &  CO.,  1,  East  India  Avenue,  London,  B.C. 


BUCK  HOTEL, 

Yellow  Trout,  Sea  Trout,  Herling,  and  Salmon 
Kisliing  in  Border  Esk.  Comfortable  Bedrooms, 
Bathroom,  W.c,  Sitting  Koom,  and  Dining 
lloom.  Wines,  Spirits,  and  Cigars  of  genuine 
quality.  Card  of  Tariff,  and  particulars  of  the 
Esk  and  its  tributaries,  jiost  free.— George  S. 
(3  It  A  NT,  Propi-ietor. 


MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL,  Ty  Croes,  Anglesey. 

[Iritflit.  tiracing  »ir;  Hotel  adjoins  sea  coast  and  lake, 
;i,nd  stands  in  centre  of  a  capital  sporting  9-hole  golf 
links.  Lake  Traffells.  160  acres,  and  Lake  Dinan,  75 
;n  res.  are  now  included  in  i)roprietor's  fishing  ;  grand 
Trout  and  Verch  Fishing:  >)oat8  on  all  lakes  included  in 
Tiiuilt-mte  trniff.  Several  miles  of  Trout  l-'isliing  on 
\{}\<  i  Crvgill.  liest  in  the  early  season,  oponcil  March  J, 
A  MODERN  IKHJSE.  10  rooms,  well  furnished,  si.lendid 
view  over  sea.  links,  lake,  and  Carnarvonshire  Moun- 
taiiiK.  witli  same  sporting  privileges  as  Hotel,  TO  LET 
for  long  or  short  term. 

Address.  T.  .T.  COTTRRLL.  Proprietor. 


HUNTLY,  ABERDEENSHIRE. 
THE  HUNTLY  HOTEL,  Ltd. 

First-class  Modem  Hotel,  with  every  accom- 
modation for  Tourists  and  Anglers,  combined 
with  moderate  charges,  and  within  easy  distance 
)f  Rivers  Deveron  and  Bogle.  First-class  Trout 
Fishing  on  both  rivers,  with  chance  of  Salmon 
on  River  Deveron.  Particulars  from  William 
Donaldson,  Manager. 


FOYERS  HOTEL 

Loch  Ness,  Inverness-shipe. 


EXCELLENT  SALMON  FISHING  and  use  of 
boats  Free  to  Visitors.  Boatmen,  4/-  per  day. 
Splendid  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Mhor,  Loch 
Bran,  and  River  Foycis,  also  Free.  Terms  from 
10/-  per  day  inclusive. 

S.  TILSTON,  Proprietor. 


HARRIS  HOTEL, 

Tarbert,  Island  of  Harris. 

First-rate  Sea  Trout  and  Salmon  Fish- 
ing from  July  1.  Telegrams:  "Hotel 
Harris."  William  J.  Cameeon  (for 
eight  years  proprietor  of  Taychreggan 
Hotel,  Lochawe). 


ALTNAGEALGAGH  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND. 

Best  (free)  Brown  Trout  and  Ferox  Fish- 
ing in  Scotland.    Last  season's  catch 
14,615  Trout,  2  tons,  3  cwt.,  27  lb.  Season 
from  April  to  end  of  September. — Par 
ticulars  on  application  to 

JOHN  McDonald,  Proprietor. 


SHANNON  AND   LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE. 

Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing  opened  on  Feb.  i. 

[to  let,  a  preserved  stretch  of  above-named 
for  two  rods.  Choice  of  three  or  four  months. 
Some  open  water  also.  E.xcellent  private 
accommodation.  Shortest  Route  from  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  via  Holyhead. 

S.  J.  HURLEY. 


GRUNGEBRO  HOTEL 

By  SKIEN,  THELEMARKEN. 

Forty-three  kilometres  from  Dalen,  on 
main  route  from  Bandak  to  Hardanger 
Fjord.  Comfortable  accommodation. 
Trout  Fishing  at  door  in  lake  and  river. 
Fine  mountain  air. 


EXGELLENT  TROUT  AND 
GRAYLING  FISHING. 

Three  miles  of  Fishing  on  the  Teme, 
"  The  Angler's  Paradise,"  at  Lindridge, 
Newnham  Bridge,  Worcestershire,  TO 
BE  LET ;  or  a  limited  number  of  Rods 
would  be  taken.  —  Apply,  Feedekio 
Hughes,  Architect,  Worcester. 


ICOOD  FREE  FISHING 

THE  BEST  THREE  MILES  ON  THE  OUSE. 

Every  accommodation.  Pimts,  Baits, 
&c.,  always  ready.  Reasonable  charges. 
Home  Comforts. — Wire  or  write, 

A.  SCARD,  HOLYWELL  FERRY,  HUNTS. 


FISH  MOUNTING. 

Correct  Shape  and  Colouring  Guaranteed. 

Fresh  and  Salt  Water  Fish  Specialist. 

E.  W.  LITTLE, 

J6,  Gt.  Quebec  Street,  Ufarylebone  Road,  W. 


HOUSE-BOAT  TO  LET 

On  River  Ouse, 

Amid  Lovely  Scenery  and  Good  Fishing, 
Two  separate  sleeping  compartments ; 
w.c.  Furnished  throughout — crockery, 
cutlery,  bedding,  and  linen.  Terms, 
including  Fishing  Punt,  £1  10s.  per 
week. — Apply  to  owner,  H.  Wadsworth, 
St.  Ives,  Hunts. 


ST.  MAGNUS  HOTEL  &  FISHINGS 

HILL8WICK,  SHETLAND. 

Steamers  from  I,eith  anil  Aberdeen  to 
Shetland  IHve  Times  Wvelilij. 


There  are  over  20  fresh  water  lochs  in  the 
district  containing  trout,  and  the  fishing  is  free. 
There  is  also  tine  sea  fishing  within  lialf-a  niile 
of  the  Hotel,  where  lioats  are  provided.  The 
scenery  in  the  neighlioiirhood  of  Hillswick  is 
considered  to  he  the  finest  in  the  British  Isles, 
and  the  climate  is  mild  and  pleasant.  Uoanl 
(including  hedroom),  per  week,  t.'i  ."is.  For 
particulars  and  ilates  of  Sailing,  apply  to  the 
Manaokh,  North  of  Scotland  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  Aberdeen. 


ROCK  HOTEL, 

LLANDRINDOD  WELLS. 

Adjoins  mineral  springs,  baths,  and  golf 
links.  Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  reserved . 
for  Hotel  visitors  only.  Commodious 
motor  garage,  electric  charging  apparatus. 

M.  WALTERS. 


TAYNUILT  HOTEL. 

This  Hotel  issitnatedat  thefootof  Ben  Cruachan,' 
and  is  the  nearest  and  most  convenient  to  make 
the  ascenti:  twelve  mile.'s  from  Ohau  and  four 
from  Loch  Awe.  Splendid  .Salmon  anil  Trout 
I<"i.shing  on  the  River  Awe.  Kree  to  Visitors. 
Good  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Loch  Etive,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Loch  Nant,  permission  to  fish 
the  River  Nant  (five  miles)  can  ije  had  at  the 
Hotel  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  Posting.  A 
(iolf  Course  has  heen  opened  near  the  Hotel. 
Train  leaves  Ta.vnuilt  7.12  a.m.  in  time  for  the 
Stafta  and  loiia  Trip  and  the  Criuan  and  Glasgow 
Boat.  Steamer  in  connection  with  tlieGlenetivo 
and  Glencoe  coaches  call  daily.  A  spacious  New 
Smoking  Room  is  now  added  to  the  Hotel. 

D.  MACDONALD,  Proprietor. 


NORWAY. 

GOOD  TROUT    PISHING    in  both 
streams  and  lakes  may  be  had  at 

YINJTE  HOTEL, 

Vossestranden,  vid  Bergen.  The  Hotel 
is  between  Voss  and  Gudvangen,  about  six 
hours'  journey  from  Bergen,  has  com- 
fortable bedrooms,  bathroom,  and  excel- 
lent table.  Reference  to  Dr.  Salvia 
Pattinson,  Tynemouth,  Northumberland, 
is  permitted.  ' 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE 
FISHERY. 

Now  open  to  the  public  on  payment  of  1  /- 
per  Rod.  Jacking,  2/6  per  day.  Hire  of 
punt,  2/6  per  day.  Lake  contains  all 
kinds  of  Coarse  Fish.  Season  Tickets 
30/-,  including  Jacking,  &c. ;  and  21/-, 
not  including  Jacking. 


Salmon  and  Fly  Casting;  taug^ht  by 
the  Keeper. 

Book  to  WlJIBLEDON  PAHK  STATION. 


FISHING  BAGS. 

About  100  Government  Waterproof  Bags, 
16  X  14,  with  straps,  slightly  used,  2/6 
each,  or  9  for  20/-,  post  free.  Original 
cost,  15/-  each.  Money  returned  if  not 
approved.  1,000  sold  four  years  ago: 
unable  to  get  any  since.r— W.  Boswell, 
London  Street,  Norwich.  One  Fishing 
Club  here  took  one  for  every  member. 


Wanted  for  Six  Weeks  from 
middle  of  September,  a 

SMALL  STRETCH  OF  RIVER 

In  Scotland  (Salmon  &  Sea  Trout). 
74,  CORNHILL,  LONDON,  E.C. 
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Fishing  with  Photography. 


A  serviceable  little  Kodak  may  be  bought  for  5s. ;  an 


Kodak  photography  should  be  inseparable  from 
Fishing.  Any  angler  will  tell  you  that  there  are 
many  more  quiet  moments  in  fishing  than  he  cares 
for,  but  they  may  be  profitably  employed  by  the  use 

of  a  Kodak. 

Kodak  photography  is  simple  and  inexpensive,  while 
as  to  its  portability,  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
says :  "  Over  thirty  years  ago  I  used  to  carry  a  plate 
camera,  dark  tent,  and  silver  bath,  and  a  whole  array 
of  chemicals  when  I  went  photographing  in  the 
country.  Now  you  can  carry  the  whole  lot  in  your  creel. 

Edition  de  Luxe  for  £5  2s.  6d. ;  but  there  is  an  infinite  range  of  price  between. 


Write  for  a  full  Price  List  to- 


WARNING. 


"KODAK"  is  applied  to  Cameras, 
Films,  and  products  made  by  the 
Kodak  Co.  only.  Beware  of  inferior 
experimental  imitations. 


•LTD.! 


41=43,  Clerkenwell  Road, 


Wholesale  and  Retail  Branches:  96,  Bold  Street,  LIVERPOOL  ;  and  72-74,  Buchanan  Street,  GLASGOW. 
Retail  Branches:  59,  Brompton  Road,  S.W. ;  60,  Cheapslde,  E.G.;  115,  Oxford  Street,  W. ;  171-173,  Regent 

Street,  W. ;  and  40,  Strand,  London,  w.  O. 


THE  ORIGINAL 


CORDING'S 


Enid.  t839. 


(J.  C.  Cording  &  Co.,  Ltd.).        Esta.  isso. 

WADING 
TROUSERS, 
BROGUES, 

FISHING 

STOCKINGS 


ONLY  ADDRESS : 


WATERPROOF 

SPECIALITIES 

For  Sporting  and 
General  Use. 


19,  PICCADILLY  ( 


of  \ 
Air  Street,  W.  /■ 

Branch :  35,  ST.  JAMES'  STREET  (Corner  of  Jermyn  St.),  S.W. 


SALMON 
FLIES 

Dressed  on  Tested  Hooks 
with  a  stated  lifting 
power  of  7  lbs.  upwards. 

Each  Hook  Tested  and 
guaranteed  individually. 
On  eyed  lioolcs  or  gut 
loops. 

FINE  IMEIDGES,  dressed  on  0000,  000,  00  eyed  hooks.    For  jQshing  at 
sundown,  when  the  "  Gnat  is  on."    Will  kill  when  all  else  fails. 

For  TROUT  FLIES  (river  and  lake),  GRILSE  FLIES,  &c,  and  all 
best  patterns  of  RODS,  see  List  supplied  post  free  by 

C.  HUTCHINSON,  43,  Finkle  St.,  Kendal. 


MALGOM  &  CO. 

(The  Sportsman's  Waterproofers). 

"ANYWEATHER"  HAT, 


6/8  Post  Free 

(With   or  Without  Rubber). 


The  "FIELD,"  October  25,  1902,  says: 
"  It  folds  up  into  a  very  narrow  compass.    .    .    .  The 
turn-down  rim,  acting  like  the  roof  of  a  house  to  shoot 
water  ofi  wherever  it  may  fall,  is  undoubtedly  the  proper 
thing  for  a  sportsman's  wet  weather  head-gear." 


3,  Green  St.,  Leicester  Sq.,  London,  W.C. 
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Sub-Tropical  Vegetation.       Climate  milder  than  Nice— never  hot. 

GAGRY,  CAUCASUS. 

SALMON,  TRODT,  &  SEA  FISHIHG,  &  SHOOTING. 

350,000   ACREIS   OF  SHOOXINO. 


COMFORTABLE  HOTEL. 


12  hours  by  Steamer  from  NovAjrossysk,  11  hours  from  Batoum 

for  Yachts. 

For  Details,  write  to— 


Good  Anchorage 


Manager  of  Hotel,  QAQRY,  CAUCASUS. 


LONDON,  BRIGHTON,  &  SOUTH  COAST  RAILWAY, 


A]^GIilNG 


IN  THE 


CHEAP 
TRIPS 


From 


'LONDON  (^aS^^iS) 


Saturday  to  Sunday 

Tickets,  or 
Sunday  to  Monday 
Tickets, 

4/6 


For  full  particulars,  apply  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  line,  L.  B.  &  S.  C.  Railway, 
London  Bridge. 


THB 

maian  Sporting  times. 

THE  BRICHTEST,  SMARTEST.  CHEAPEST,  AND 
BEST  PRINTED  SPORTING  PAPER  IN  INDIA. 

CIK0D1.ATB8  THRODQHODT  INDIA,  CBYLON 

BuRMAB,  AMD  Assam. 
The  Only  lUostrated  SportinK  Paper  in  the  East 

CoverB  every  branch  of  Indian  Sports,  and  con 
talm  the  latest  Home  Sporting  News. 

FOEMSA  UNIQUE  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM 
FOK  SPORTING  GOODS,  &c 

Published  every  Sunday.   Subsoriptiou  16s.  per 
annum.   Single  copies,  bd,.,  post  (ree,  7(2. 

PrtDtedand  Published  ai  Times  of  imuia  Pres», 
Bombay. 

London  Office:  11,  Whitefriars St., Fleet  St.,  E.C. 

ANNAN  (Dumfriesshire), 

Splendid  Herling  and  Sea  Trout 
Fishing  from  July  20. 

SALMON,  OCTOBER  to  NOVEMBER  15, 

PRIVATE  APARTMENTS.   CLOSE  TO  RIVER. 


MRS.  MCCLASSON,  PORT  ST. 

■\.ni(lerB  wiaUinft  to  obtain 

HOTEL,INN,oR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHODLD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Addresa  :  King  Street,  Alfreton. 


THE   FISHERMAN'S  "BULLDOG." 


I  VUl  hile  any  Iking  f rum  a  My's 
Wing  to  the  Stoutest  Gim  j/. 

1/6,  1/9. 

Will  Point  a  Hook,  Clean 
a  Pipe,  File  a  Rod  Splice. 
Can  be  carried  with  per- 
fect safetv  in  any  pocket. 
Made  of  Warranted 
Sheffield  Steel. 

POST  FREE. 

J.  HOBSON, 

LEAMINGTON. 


BOYLE'S  HOTEL 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

Excellent  Salmon,  Sea  and  Brown  Trout 
Fishing  in  Loch  Anure,  the  Crolly  River, 
and  the  Lakes  of  the  Rosses. 


The  Hotel,  which  has  been  greatly 
enlarged  during  recent  years  and  now 
provides  modern  and  most  comfortable 
accommodation,  is  situated  in  the  centre 
of  the  fishing  district,  about  two  miles 
from  the  railway,  and  commands  a  fine 
view  of  the  Sea  Bay.  Visitors  to  this 
Hotel  have  complete  access  to  all  the 
fishing  at  moderate  charges. — For  terms, 
&c.,  apply  to  Miss  Boyle,  Boyle's  Hotel, 
Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 


fcNGLlSH   TACKLE  MAKERb 

will  reach  American  anglers  by  advertisine  u 

FOREST 

AND 

STREAM 

THE  LEADING 
ANGLER'S  JOURNAL  of  AMERICA 

Its  columns  contain  sketches  of  Tarpon 
Salmon,  Trout,  Muscalonge,  and  other  fishing 
and  accounts  of  anglinj^  waters.  The  otlie 
departments  are :  Shootmg,  Natural  History 
Sportsman  Travel,  Yachting. 

WEEKLY.  ILLUSTRATED 
FOREIGN  SUBSCRIPTIONS,  iS  per  YEAR 

Sold  by  DAVIES  &  CO  . 
23.  Finch    Lane  Oornhill  Londoc 

ADDRESS — 

FOREST  AND  STREAM  PUBLISHING  CO. 
New  York,  U.S.A. 


UrOW  READY. 
Royal  8vo.,  sewed,  interleaved  with  ruled  paper, 
Pplee  ONE  SHILLING  net. 


A   LIST   OF  BOOKS 

KELATINa  TO 

FISH,  FISHING,  AND  FISHERIES, 

TO  SUPPLEMENT  THE 

BIBLIOTHECA  PISCATORIA 


T.  WESTWOOD  and  T.  SATCHELL. 
PUBLISHED  IN  1883. 

Tliin  Lint  includeH  Works  published 
betuinen  1883  and  1900,  nnd  some  older 
HoolcH  not  mentioned  in  the  "  Biblio- 
theca  I'iaeatoria." 


London:  SAMPSON  LOW    MARSTON  k  CO..  Lid 


THE  "COUNTRY  LIFE  " 
LIBRARY   OF  SPORT. 


Under  the  General  Editorship  of 
IVIr.  HORACE    G.  HUTCHINSON. 

FISHING. 

NOW  READY, 

IN   TWO  VOLUMES, 

With  Coloured  Plates  of  Salmon  and  Trout  Flies. 
Over  250   Full-page  Illustrations  with  various  Diagrams. 


Price  25s.  Nett.       (12s.  Gd.  Nett  per  Vol.) 


CONTENTS  OF  VOL.  /. 


The  Salmon  Family  (Sni»ionii/tr) :  Classifica-. 
tionand  Distribution.  By  (J.  A.  Boulenger, 
K.K..S.,  V.P.Z.S.,  &c. 
Salmon:   Their  Food  and   Feeding.  "By 

Dr.  J.  Kingston  Barton. 
The  Natural  and  Artificial  Reproduction  of 
Salmon  and  Trout.    By  J.  B.  Fielding, 
F.1,.S.,  K.Z.S.,  &c. 
Salmon  Flies.    By  John  James  Hardy. 
Salmon  Fishine :   Hooks  and  Knots.  By 

John  J.'tmes  Hardy. 
On  the  Make  and  Choice  of  Salmon  Rods, 

Reels,  &c.    By  John  James  Hardy. 
Casting  the  Salmon  Fly.    By  John  James 
Hardy. 

The  Spey  Throw.    From  Notes  by  Lord  Walter 

Gordon  Lennox. 
Salmon  Fishing :   Playing  the  Fish.  By 

John  James  Hardy. 
Spinning,    Prawning,    &c.,  for  Salmon. 

By  John  James  Hardy. 
The  Making  of  Salmon  Passes.    By  the 
Editor. 

Norwegian    Angling.      By  Captain  C.  E. 
RadclyflTe. 

Salmon  Fishing  in  the  Estuaries.    By  J. 

W.  Willis  Bund. 
The  Trout  (Salmo  Trtata):  Classification. 

By  G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R..S.,  V.P.Z.S.,  &c. 
How  to  Make  a  Trout  Stream.     By  E. 

Valentine  Corrie. 


The  Breeding  of  Trout.  From  Notes  by  Mr. 
E.  V.  Corrie,  of  the  Itchen  River  Trout- 
Breeding  Establishment,  Chilland,  near 
Winchester. 

Fishing  with  the  Floating  Fly  :  Definition. 

By  Frederic  M.  H:ilford. 

Fishing  with  the  Floating  Fly:  Patterns 
of  Flies.    By  Frederic  M.  Halford. 

Fishing  with  the  ploating  Fly  :  The  Rod 
and  Tackle.    By  Frederic  M.  Halford. 

Fishing  with  the  Floating  Fly:  Throwing 

the  Fly.    By  Frederic  M.  Halford. 
Fishing  with  the  Floating  Fly :  Fishing 

the  Fly.    By  Frederic  M.  Halford. 
Fishing  with  the  Floating  Fly:  Killing 

the  Fish.    By  Fredeiic  M.  Halfcrd. 
A  Typical  Day  on  the  Test.     By  Martin 

Smith. 

Fishing  with  the  Wet  Fly.  By  the  Editor. 
Angling  for  Sea  Trout.    By  the  Honourable 

A.  E.  Gathorne  Hardy. 
Some  Recollections  of  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 

By  the  Honourable  A.  E.  Gathorne  Hardy. 
The  Charr  {Salmo  alpinus)  and  Allies.  By 

G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  V.P.Z.S.,  &c. 
Angling  for  Charr  Salmo  alpinus).   By  R.  B. 

Marston. 

The  Grayling  and  Whitefish.     By  G.  A. 

Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  V.P.Z.S.,  &c. 
Angling  for  Grayling.    By  R.  B.  Marston. 


CONTENTS  OF  VOL  IL 


The  Tarpons  and  the  Qar=Fish.    By  G.  A. 

Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  V.P.Z.S.,  &c. 
Tarpon  and  other  Big  Fishes  of  Florida. 

By  J.  Turner-Turner. 
The  Mahseer  and  the  Bola:  Natural  His= 
tory   and   Classification.     By   G.  A. 
Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  V.P.Z.S.,  &c. 
Mahseer  Fishing.    By  Hercules  Ross. 
Fishing  Rods  and  Tackle  for  Mahseer.  By 

John  James  Hardy. 
The  Pike  {Esojc).   By  G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S., 

V.P.Z.S.,  &c. 
Fishing  for  Pike:  The  Quarry.     By  A. 
Jardine. 

Fishing  for  Pike :  History  and  Habits.  By 

A.  Jardine. 

Fishing  for  Pike :  Fables  and  Records.  By 

A.  Jardine. 

Fishing  for  Pike :  Rods  and  Tackles.  By 

A.  Jardine. 

Fishing  for  Pike:  "Spinning,"  "Live- 
Baiting,"  and  "  Paternostering."  By 

A.  Jardme. 

The  Perches  [Percida:).  By  G.  A.  Boulenger, 
F.R.S.,  V.P.Z.S.,  &c. 

Perch:  "  Paternoster "  and  "Float-Fish- 
ing."   By  A,  Jardine. 

The  Carp  Family  ..Cyprinidic).  By  G.  A. 
Boulenger,  F.R.S.,  V.P.Z.S.,  &c. 

Angling  for  Carp.    By  R.  B.  Marston. 

Angling  for  Barbel.    By  R.  H.  Marston. 

Angling  for  Roach  and  Rudd.  By  R.  B. 
Marston. 


Angling  for  Chub  and  Dace.    By  R.  B 

Marston. 

Angling  for  Tench.    By  R.  B.  Marston. 
Angling  for  Bream-    By  R.  B.  Marston; 
The  Eels  [Anguillida).    By  G.  A.  Boulenger 

F.R.S.,  V.P.Z.S.,  &c. 
Angling  for  Eels,  etc.    By  R.  B.  Marston. 
Eel  Trapping.    By  J.  W.  Willis  Bund. 
British  Sea  Fish.   By  G.  A.  Boulenger,  F.R.S. 

V.P.Z.S.,  &c. 
Sea  Fishing :  Introductory.  By  F.  G.  Aflal 
Sea  Fishing  from  Boats:  Mackerel  Fish 

ing.    By  F.  G.  Aflalo. 
Sea  Fishing  from  Boats  :  Pollack  Fishing. 

By  F.  G.  Aflalo. 
Sea   Fishing  from  Boats:   Whiting  and 

other  Fish.    By  F.  G.  Aflalo. 
Sea  Fishing  from  Boats:   Bass  Fishing. 

By  F.  G.  Aflalo. 
Sea  Fishing  from  Boats :  General  Remarks. 

By  F.  G.  Aflalo. 
Sea  Fishing  from  Fixed  Positions.  I'y 

F.  G.  Aflalo. 
Sea  Fishing  from  Fixed  Positions :  Fishing 

from  Rocks.    By  F.  G.  Aflalo. 
Sea  Fishing  from  Fixed  Positions  :  Fishing 

from  Sandy  Shores.    By  F.  G.  Aflalo. 
Sea  Fishing  from  Fixed  Positions:  Fishinir 

from  Piers  and  Harbours.     By  F.  r, 

Aflalu. 

Some  Notes  on  Baits.    By  F.  G.  Aflalo. 
Fishery  Laws.    By  J.  W.  Willis  Bund. 
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BEWARE 


of  people  assuming^  and  trading:  in  the  name 
of  Og^den.  AYOIU  disappointment  by 
dealing:  at  the  old-established  shop. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


PRACTICAL  ANGLER,  and  MANUFACTURER  of  every  DESCRIPTION  of  FISHING  TACKLE. 

MAKER  OF  HIGH-CLASS  SALMON,   GRILSE,   AND  TROUT  RODS. 

The  best  and  most  Artistic  Fly  Dressers  known  are  in  the  employ  of 

JAMES  OGDEN. 

Ja.s.   O^den's   "  IVfultum   in   P£i,x»vo "   Fly   Rod,  2X/=. 

«Ja.s.   O^den's  ISTe-sir      Invictai "   Fly  (]?e^istex*ed)  6/-   pex*  doz. 

IMPORTANT  CAUTION. 

The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in  the  fishing 
tackle  business  in  Cheltenham. 


SstiaiblisliedL  ovex*  Tvwo  Centiaries. 


EATON  &  DELLER 

Crooked  Lane,  London  Bridge,  E.C.,  and  Bury  Street,  St.  James',  S.W., 

Have  decided  to  give  the  Angling  Public  the  benefit  of  their  World-famed  High-class  Rods  and  Tackle 

•  at  Store  Prices,  and  also  offer 

COMPETITION  PRIZES,   Valued  ai  55  GUINEAS, 

For  the  Larg^est  Specimen  of  Roach,  Perch,  and  Bream,  value  £5  5s.  each. 
Do.  do.  Salmon,  Pike,  Trout,  „      £10  10s.  „ 

Do.  do.  Take  of  Sea  Fish  in  one  day  „      £10  10s.  „ 

FOR  PRICE  LIST  AND  PARTICULARS  OF  COMPETITION,  APPLY  TO 

EATON  &  DELLER,  Crooked  Lane,  E.G.,  and  Bury  Street,  St.  James',  S.W. 


THE  SIMPLEX  AQUATIC  WEED  GUTTER 

Can  be  fixed  and  worked  from  any  punt  or  boat.  Will  cut  all  species 
of  weed,    Huitalde  for  Lake  or  River.    Takes  but  one  Man  to  work  it. 

Price  £5,  packed  on  rail. 


PERCY  WADHAM,  Plumassier  to  the  Royal  Family, 

Pisciculturist  to  The  Carisbrooke  Fishing  Association,  Newport,  Isle  of  Wight. 


THE  OAKENGLOUGH  FISHERY, 

Garstang^,  Lancashire.  ' 


HAFtOLD  JACKSON. 


500   Acres  of  Water.  10   Miles  of  Streams. 

THE  PREMIER  FISHERY  OF  THE  CENTURY. 

Brown  Trout,  Rainbow  Trout,  L^ch  Leven,  and  Fontinalis.  Yearlingrs,  two-year-olds, 
and  three-year-olds,  for  stacking  water.  Season  1904-05.    Bookings  now  being  made. 

Naturally-fed  Fish.    No  horse-flesh,  making  bottom  feeders  and  cannibals,  and 
producing  disease  and  death.    Guaranteed  free  rising,  sporting  fish. 
Free  Advice  Ity  Fost.  Correspondence  cordially  invited. 


THE  HEBRIDEAN  SPORTING  ASSOCIATION,  LIMITED. 
SOUTH  HARRIS  FISHINGS. 

SPRING  FISHING— Sea  Trout  and  Finnock. 
BROWN  TROUT  FISHING ;  Safe  Boating-,  Sea  Fishing-,  &  Golfing-. 
SALMON  &  SEA  TROUT  FISHING -1st  July  to  31st  October. 
First-class  Hotel  Accommodation. 


For  particulars,  apply  to  Geo.  D.  Stirling,  G.  A.,  154,  St.  Vincent  St.,  Glasgow. 


HOLLAND'S 
FLOATING 


RIVER  NET  MANFCTS. 

Speeittlities  : 

Trammels,  Drags,  Shoes, 
&c. 


FISHERY 
SURVEYORS. 


Prices 


application. 


Fisheries  laid  out  and  advised  on. 
Valuation  for  Tenant  or  Owner,  and  Probate, 
40  years'  experience. 

Cash  rvith  order.    29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER,  HANTS, 


FLIES. 


2/6 

doz. 
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OGDEN  &  SGOTFORD, 

PITTVILLE  GATES,  CHELTENHAM. 


The  Multum  in  Parvo  Trout  Rod,  9  to  12  ft.,  21/-. 

In  Greenheart  and  Blue  Mahoe. 


The  Perfection  Built  Cane  Multum  in  Parvo  Rod,  lock  joints,  cork  grip,  42/-. 


 1  rr»,^r-.-n^ 

III" 

Built  Cane,  3  joints,  2  tops,  highest  grade  and  finish 
With  top  case  and  landing  handle  complete 


I  a^l  Wii»i~Ti7~l^ 

..  £3  3s. 
.    J33  lOs. 


SALMON,  GRILSE,  AND 
TROUT  FLIES  DRESSED 
FOR   ALL  PARTS. 


Sainton,  Grilse, 

and  Trout  Casts 
a  Speciaiite. 

TESTIMONIAL. 

Canipden  Hill,  London,  W., 

13W(  ,/Mrt«,  1904. 
I  may  tell  you  foi-  your  satisfaction  that  flshinn  for  Sea 
Trout  late  last  year  (in  Sejitember)  with  one  of  youi'  -.Ked 
Teals  (In-other  to  the  one  enclosed  as  pattern),  and  one  of 
your  rather  fine  Grilse  Casts,  my  son-in-law  hooked  a  27  lb. 
Salmon,  and  after  playing  it  in  very  rough  water  in  the 
Laardal  River  for  nearly  two  hoius,  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
t;aftiii<,' — it  speak.s  well  for  your  tackle.— C'oi..  C.  S. 


THE 


WHOLE     CANE     TWO  JOINT 

9  ft.  6  in.  and  10  ft.,  powerful,  light,  beautifully  balanced 


TROUT 

12/6 


ROD, 


Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford,  Pittville,  Cheltenham. 


rrZSSrrXlVEOKrX^X..  Inverness  Terracb,  W. 

Deah  Siks,— It  itives  nie  very  sreat  jileasnre  to  speak  of  the  17  ft.  Grilse  Rod  you  made  for  me  last  spring  of  the  Deveraux  Mahoe  Wood  with  snake  rings.  After  a  careful  trial  of  the  rod  last 
year  extending  over  three  months,  in  all  kinds  of  weather  and  water,  I  can  only  say  that  it  leaves  far  behind,  in  all  the  ((ualitles  most  essential  to  a  perfect  rod,  the  other  known  materials  as 
Gree'nheart,  Split  Cane,  Bamboo,  Hickory,  etc.  It  is  two-thirds  the  specific  gravity  of  Greenheart,  and  some  ounces  lighter  than  Split  Cane  rods  of  same  length,  and  of  a  toughness  that  can  baniiy 
be  estimated  ;  as  although  in  taking  up  long  line  to  make  a  cast,  the  fly  getting  firmly  hooked  in  thick  sea-weed,  yet  with  the  strain  of  very  thick  tackle  the  top  and  middle  juint«  have  never  given 
way  as  Greenheart  would  have  done  to  a  certainty  in  a  like  situation.  Casting  with  this  Mahoe  Rod  is  a  pleasure,  not  a  labour,  the  action  being  both  ijowerinl  in  casting  out  and  jiuick  in  recovering 
the  iieavv  undressed  silk  line  I  am  in  the  habit  of  using.  The  wonderful  life  displayed  by  this  wood  when  playing  a  fish  is  also  very  much  in  its  favour,  the  power  of  giving  and  taking  being  very 
remarkable.  I  find  that  the  three  joints  are  as  straight  to-day  as  when  the  rod  left  your  works.  If  I  could  add  anything  more  that  would  give  additional  weight  to  the  fact  of  the  excellence  ol  the 
Devereux  Mahoe  for  all  kinds  of  rods,  I  should  be  only  too  glad.    I  am  most  willing  for  you  to  make  any  use  you  like  of  this  letter,  and  am,  dear  Sirs,  yours  very  truly,  G.  E.  C. 


A.  CARTER  &  CO.,  Ltd 


137,  St.  John  Street  Road,  and 

1, 2, 3,  Rosebery  Avenue,  London,  E.G. 

Fishgig,  London." 


DaUy  Telegraph  says  ;  "  Carters  have  earned  a  reputation  for  good  honest  work."  People.- 


Telephone  :  1129  Central,  Telegrams 

Carters  is  the  Best  House  In  London."      Land  and  Water.—''  About  half  the  usual  prices. 


SPECIALITIES  FOR  NEW  SEASON'S  TROUT  FISHING, 


THE 

"AVON"  BAG 

(Waterproof). 

Mackintoshed  Fus. 
tian,  with  extra 
pocket  for  fly  book 
or  case,  &c. 

Size  1,  3/6  ;  2,  4/6  ; 
3,  5/6 :  4,  6/6. 


THE  "C.H.H."  FLY  AND  CAST  CASE. 


For  Ejcd  Flies,  Casts,, OutPoiiits,  and  Twc^czeis 
7/6. 

TROUT  FLIES. 

Eyed  Hooks  or  on  Gut,  1/6  per  dozen. 
Floating  Flies,  2/-  per  dozen. 


THE  "LOWNDES"  ROD  (Cane  Built). 


In  two  or  three  pieces  with  two  tops.  8i  feet  to  9i  f eet,  £2  lOs.  ;  10  feet  to  12  feet,  £2  15s. 
This  Rod  is  the  highest  class  Split  Cane  on  the  market,  being  light  and  durable,  with  great  casting 
power.  No  better  rod  can  be  obtained.  We  invite  comparison  with  any  on  the  market,  irrespec- 
tive of  price.  Specification  :— Lockfast  Joints,  Cork  Handle,  Close  Wrappings,  Corked  Stoppers, 
Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings.    Weight  from  6  to  9  ozs. 


THE  "CORFE  '  WADERS  (Double  Texture). 


The  best  Wading 
Trousers  on  the  mar- 
ket, 30/-.  The"Corfe" 
Waders  are  made  of 
the  highest  class  ma- 
terial, and  can  be 
thoroughly  recom- 
mended. Fitte<i  with 
Braces  and  Back 
Strap. 


THE  "DEVON" 
TROUT  BAG. 

(Waterproof.) 

A   very    Light  and 
Strong    Bag,  which 
will    pack    into  a 
small  compass. 
Sizes  :— 

1.  12  in.  by  15  in.  6/6 

2.  IS^in.  by  17 in.  7/6 

3.  15  in.  by  19  in.  8/6 


SPECIAL  FLY  BOOK.  For  Fly  Casts,  etc. 

(SOLID  PIGSKIN.) 


THE  "CARTER"  WADING  STOCKINGS. 

(Blocked  Feet,  Double  Texture.) 
The  best  quality  Wading  Stockings  manufactureil. 
All  sizes  in  stock.    Price  18/6.    Brogues  17/6. 


0,i  ill  4/6  7  in  5/d 

THt  "CARTER"  CUT  CASTS. 

Second  to  none.    All  sizes. 
6/-  per  dozen  (3  yard  lengths). 


Send  for  Illustrated  Prlee  List  I*ost  JFree. 
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TROUT  FLY  RODS  from  7/6 

Handsomely  finished,  greenheart  throughout,  three  joints,  balanced  handle,  in 
partition  bag.     9  or  10 ft.  long,  7/6 ;   lift.,  8/6;   12ft.,  9/6- 

Our  SPECIAL  SALMON  RODS 

16  ft.,  17/6,  25/6,  and  35/.;   18  ft.,  35/.  and  50/-. 

SEA  RODS,  PIKE  RODS,  BOTTOM  RODS. 

MURTON'S   FLI ES 

never  fail  to  KILL  I !  1    For  all  North  Country  Waters. 

SPECIAL   RANGE:— Loch,  Sea  Tbout,  Grilse,  Salmon. 
Beautifully  Tied.    Grand  Killers. 

NOTED  FOR  FISHING  STOCKINGS. 

All  guaranteed  thoroughly  waterproof.  Prices :  Twills,  14/6 !  Sateens,  Fustians,  16/6 

WADERS  or  TROUSERS. 

TwiUs,  22/6;  Sateens,  Fustians,  30/.. 

BROGUES,  SHOES,  CLOGS. 

See  our  *^  Anglers' 'Guide  to  the  North  Country  "  and  Illustratetl 
Catalogue,  jwst  free,  three  stamps. 


MURTON'S. 


The  Northern  Anglers'  Resort, 
NEWCA5TLE=0N=TYNE. 


Salmon  Fishing. 

SEA  AND  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

Loughanure,  CroUy  River,  and 

Rosses  Fishery. 

Best  and  Cheapest  Fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  Ireland,  situated  in  the  Donegal 
Highlands.  Over  100  lakes.  Splendid 
mountain  and  coast  scenery.  Sea  Fish- 
ing, dsc.  New  light  railway,  2^  miles 
from  Dungloe. — Terms,  Hotel  accom- 
modation, and  full  particulars,  from  S. 
Hanlon,  Manager,  Dungloe,  co.  Donegal. 

Rosses,  Crolly,  &  Loughanure 

Fishery. 
H  A  N  L  O  N'  S 

Private  Hotel, 

DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 


Pears' 
Soap 

Specially  recoimended  to 
ANGLERS 


By  THS 


FISHING  GAZETTE 


TROUT  FISHING 

ONE  ROD  TO  LET, 

to  complete  number,  on  a  well- 
stocked  Trout  Stream  about  thirtj- 
tlixee  miles  from  King's  Cross 
Station,  G.N.R. 

SUNDAY  FISHING^LLOWED. 

Apply  for  particulars — 
"  Fishing,"  14,  Alexandra  Road, Bedford. 


EAST   INDIA  MOTTLED 
CANES. 

A  Special  Consignment  of  the  above,  very 
thin  in  Butt,  and  from  18  ft.  long,  perfect  natural 
Rods,  in  one  piece  as  imported,  prices  1  /6  to  2/6 
each.  Very  fine  picked,  price  3/6  each.  Makes 
the  best  and  lightest  of  Salmon  or  Sea  Hods,  &c. 

H.  WHITTY.  16.  Basnett  St.,  Liverpool. 


Send  a  FoBtoard  for  a  Sample  Card  of  tbe 

LINDUM  FISHING  LINES 


Roach 
Barbel 
Pike 
Salmon 


1«.  M. 
is.  Od. 
is.  6d. 
4s.  ed. 


Per  100  yards. 
White  or  Neutral 
Green 
on  Boards. 


The  New  "INVINCIBLE"  GUT,  specially 
selected,  drawn  and  prepared  by  process  which 
renders  it  stronger,  more  pliable  and  lasting,  and 
less  likely  to  fray  than  any  Gut  on  the  Market. 
Catalogues  post  free.   To  be  had  only  from 

M      RARN17C1  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL 

m.  DftftnLO,  pxSKlNQ  TACKI.E  MAKER, 

St.  Swlthins  Saaare,  LINCOLN. 


The  Secret  of  How  to  Catch  Fish. 

Anglers,   skilled  or  unskilled,  should 
secure  a  copy  of  my  book : 

"  A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Coarse 
Fisb  Angling:  How  to  Catch  Fisb." 

Price  1/2,  postage  free. 

My  world-famed  Coxon  "  Aerial"  Reels 
(patent)  stand  absolutely  unrivalled. 
Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and 
Testimonials.  Hbnby  Coxon,  Walton 
Vlllft,  West  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 


High  Class Rods.FliesandTackle 

ARE  THE  Best  AND  TMEREFORE  THE 

Cheapest  intmeend. 


ON  LY 
ADDRESS 


^vWALBRAN  Limited 

•I'l  LEEDS-  T^r. 


Telegrams— "REELS.  NEWARK. 


DAVID  SLATER, 

Wholesale,  Metail,  and  Export  FisMnff  Tackle 
Manufacturer, 

NEWARK -ON  -  TRENT. 


The  'NEWARK  PERFECTION." 

The  most  perfect  Rod  for  Roach,  Bream,  and  all  kinds  of  bottom  fishing. 
Made  of  E.  I.  Cane,  butt  and  middle,  and  greenheart  tops.    10,  11,  or 
12  ft.  long,  price  21/-.    With  cork  handle,  2/-  extra. 


The  Improved  "WALLI5  ZEPHYR." 

The  NEW  REEL  for  all  kinds  of  bottom  fishing  and  float  casting. 
Made  of  best  seasoned  walnut  front   and   special   aluminium  back, 
and  centre  pin  action. 

This  Reel  is  THE 
LEADER  of  all  Reeis 
for  bottom  fishing  and 
float  casting;  its  chief 
advantages  are :  —  its 
lightness  together  with 
strength,  and  its  ease 
in  starting. 

Size  3^  in.,  price  17/ 6. 
„   41  in.      „  20/0. 


Agencies  in  France,  Belgium, 
India,  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
and  Tasmania. 

CATALOQUES  GRATIS. 
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We  have  shown  on  this  page  many  photographic  ittustrations  of  our 
Manufactory,  which  is  admitted!  to  be  the  finest  in  the  World m  ■  . 

A  Word  About  Fishing  Rods, 

Reels,  and  Tacl<le. 


FISHING  TACKLE. 

WE  live  in  an  age  of  advance,  and  what 
one  generation  is  satisfied  with  as  close 
on  peifection  is  shelved  by  the  next  and  super- 
seded by  something  better.  The  remark  applies 
to  various  departments  of  sport,  and  not  least 
to  angling  appliances.  The  man  who  thinks 
finality  has  been  reached  and  that  ingenuity 
and  resource  have  touched  their  limit  will  have 
his  eyes  opened  if  he  looks  into  Messrs.  Hardy's 
depot  at  Alnwick.  Last  season  the  improve- 
ments of  this  firm  were  duly  noted,  and  one 
might  be  forgiven  for  supposing  that  something 
like  perfection  in  fishing  gear  had  at  last  been 
attained,  and  that  human  skill  and  device  could 
not  further  go  ;  but  it  is  in  accordance  with 
the  law  of  evolution  that  every  advance  is  but 
a  stepping  stone  to  further  advances,  and 
already  the  new  season's  improvements  put 
previous  achievements  out  of  date.  Their  so- 
called  "  Perfect "  reels  have  been  still  further 
perfected.  They  have  fitted  a  new  style  of 
ratchet  wheel  with  a  strong  tongue,  working 
under  a  specially  powerful  bridge  on  the  ball- 
bearing principle — a  structure  so  durable  and 
serviceable  that  no  angler's  lifetime,  however 
prolonged,  is  likely  to  see  it  worn  out.  The 
"  Silex,"  another  of  their  marvellous  reels,  is 
in  such  demand  that  the  firm  has  difficulty  in 
supplying  it  fast  enough.  Moreover,  it  also 
has  been  improved.    The  spindle  is  now  run 


on  jewelled  bearings,  and  the  work  it  can  do  is 
something  to  wonder  at.  With  a  small  rod 
and  the  use  of  only  one  hand  this  reel  will 
throw  half-an-ounce  a  distance  of  over  fifty 
yards.  It  is  3^-  in.  in  diameter,  and  when  set 
requires  no  manipulation,  but  stops  the  moment 
the  bait  touches  the  water.  When  the  adjust- 
able check  is  pulled  into  action  the  reel  makes 
a  splendid  fly  reel,  thus  saving  the  angler  from 
encumbering  his  basket  with  too  many  engines. 
Another  fly  reel  for  trout — the  "  Uniqua" — is 
very  popular.  It  is  a  narrow  reel  with  large 
diameter,  the  perfection  of  rapid  winding. 
Improvements  have  also  been  made  in  the 
Nottingham  reels  fitted  with  Silex  brake.  For 
sea-fishing,  a  great  advance  has  been  made  in 
the  new  "  Ebonta."  Salt  water  has  hitherto 
been  fatal  to  all  metal  appliances  ;  but  at  last 
the  problem  has  been  solved,  and  this  reel  may 
be  used  with  absolute  impunity  in  sea-water. 
It  is  fitted  with  an  adjustable  brake,  and  a 
pressure  lever,  brought  into  use  when  large  fish^ 
such  as  the  tuna  of  Florida,  are  being  caught. 
It  is  also  in  demand  for  South  African 
waters.  In 

RODS, 

too,  evolution  is  busy,  especially  in  making 
short  light  implements  equal  in  power  to  those 
of  greater  dimensions.  Really  powerful  split 
cane  rods  of  9^  feet,  and  weighing  ounces, 
can  now  be  obtained.     Dry  fly  rods  like  the 


"  Houghton,"  «  Pope,"  and  "  Halford-Priceless  " 
are  much  in  demand,  the  size  most  in  favour 
being  a  few  inches  over  10  feet.  The  longer 
sizes  of  1 4  to  1 8  feet  have  also  been  lightened 
in  weight  without  any  diminution  of  strength, 
so  much  sound  science  does  this  firm  put  into 
its  work.  In  spinning  rods,  the  "Murdoch," 
both  cane  built  and  steel  centre,  is  in  great 
demand,  thousands  having  been  distributed 
since  its  introduction  some  years  ago.  It  is  now 
being  fitted  with  agate  top  and  butt  rings. 

LINES 

have  come  under  the  same  improving  skill. 
The  "  Corona  "  is  a  new  salmon  and  trout  fly- 
line,  air-pump  dressed,  of  great  toughness  and 
beauty  of  finish,  and  as  smooth  as  a  piece  of 
gut.  Nothing  better  could  be  wished  for  and 
yet  after  what  we  have  seen  we  shall  not  l)e 
surprised  if  it  too,  in  a  subsequent  sea.son,  is 
eclipsed  by  another.  The  same  determination 
to  reach  the  ideal  is  visible  in  the  new  season's 
creels,  fishing-bags,  baits,  and  tackle,  where  the 
detailed  improvements  are  practically  number- 
less. Every  angler  who  is  on  the  alert  for  the 
latest  novelties,  and  who  has  the  opportunity 
should  spend  an  hour  inspecting  all  these  subtle 
devices  at  5,  South  St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh, 
where  the  manager  wUl  be  delighted  to  show 
him  round  and  explain  the  working  of  the 
new  apparatus.  — •  From  The  Scottish  Field, 
June,  1904. 


THE  FIELD  says:— "IT  SHOULD  NEVER  BE  FORGOTTEN  that  it  is  to  Messrs. 
Hardy  Brotliers,  of  Alnwick,  we  owe  tiie  supremacy  we  liave  acliieved  as  rod-malcers.  THEY  HA  VE 
LEFT  ALL  COMPETITORS  HOPELESSLY  BEHIND/' 

PAtent  «  Oval  >  Wipe  Hooks.  Pcttent  "  Oval "  Wive  Hooka. 

SALMON  FLIES     b^rdy's  "oyal"  hooks  and  dntarnishable  tinsel. 

LARGE  CATALOGUE  (FREE)  GIVES  ALL  PARTICULARS. 

.r.„o.e.-|61,  PALL  MALL,  LONDON, 

(  12  to  14,  Moult  Street,  Manchester;  and  5,  South  St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh, 


HARDY  BROS.,  ALNWICK 
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C.  FARLOW  &  CO.,  Lm 

TEMPLE  STATION  (DISTRICT  RAILWAY)  WITHIN  TWO  MINUTES'  WALK. 

FARLOW'S  "PERFECT"  LIGHT  SALMON  OR  GRILSE  RODS. 

In  Greenheart,  for  Ladies  or  Gentlemen  who  cannot  use  heavy 
Rods.  Made  in  two  lengths,  14  ft.  and  15  ft.,  3  pieces,  fitted  with  all  the 
latest  improvements,  cork  handle,  snake  rings,  and  straight  ferrules. 
We  are  now  able  to  produce  these  Rods  much  lighter  than  formerly. 
In  balance  and  action  the  Rods  are  constructed  on  the  most  improved 
principles;  they  have  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  found  to  be  quite 
powerful  enough  for  most  salmon  rivers. 

The  14  ft.  Rod  weighs  about  23  ounces,  price  £2  15s.,  with  two  Tops. 
The  15  ft.  Rod  weighs  about  26  ounces,  price  £3  5s.,  with  two  Tops. 


FARLOW'S  PATENT  LEVER  SALMON  WINCHES. 

Of  Alloyed  Aluminium,  can  be  regulated  to  any  stiffness  at  will.  The 
alloy  used  in  these  Reels  so  hardens  the  aluminium  that  they  will 
stand  hard  work  quite  as  well  as  brass,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
weights,  they  are  very  much  lighter. 

Sizes  kept  in  stock    ...       3^      3|      4       4^      4^  inches. 

Weight  (about)    9       10^      12      13|     14^  ounces. 

FARLOW'S  "PERFECT"  CORK  HANDLE  GREENHEART 

TROUT  ROD. 

Made  in  three  pieces,  varying  in  lengths  from  9  ft.  to  11  ft. 

The  grips  of  these  Rods  are  made  of  solid  cork,  thereby  dispensing  with  the  wood  which  is  usually  left  for  the 
grip.  The  Cork  Handle  is  bored  to  receive  the  butt,  which  is  the  same  size  under  the  cork  as  above  the  grip, 
consequently  giving  greater  casting  power  than  ordinary  Rods  of  the  same  length.  The  play  of  the  Rod  being  con- 
tinued from  under  the  hand  is  an  immense  advantage.  They  are  made  by  our  own  Rodmakers,  finished  in  the  best 
manner  possible,  and  have  every  improvement :  straight  metal  fittings,  snake  rings,  and  made  of  selected  Greenheart. 

Price  £1 10s.  each ;  superior  finish,  £2  5s.  (2  Tops  and  Top  Case  to  each  Rod.) 

10  ft.  to  10  ft.  6  in.  are  the  most  useful  for  Dry-Fly  Fishing. 

Leogarii's  Cettaieil  PmenGag  Split  Bamlioo  Flsig  Bols 

Trout  Fly  Rods,  9ft.  to  lO^ft.,  4oz.  to  7^oz.  each.  Salmon  Rods,  14ft.,  15ft.,  and  16ft.,  about  21  oz.  to  23  oz.  each,  in  stock. 
Price  List  for  1904  Now  Ready.      250  iliustrations.      Gratis  and  Post  Free. 

C.  FARLOW  &  CO,  LTD..  191.  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.C. 

Telephone  :  No.  2620  Gerrard.  Telegjams :  "  Greenheart.  London-" 
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LUMLEY,  NEWTON  &  DOWELL, 

SCOTCH,  IRISH, 
AND  NORWEGIAN  ANGLING  SPECIALISTS 
Have  all  the  best  Salmon,  Grilse,  and 
Trout  Anglings  TO  LET  for  periods  to 
suit  applicants'  requirements. 

Sole  AddrcKK — 
"  LUMLEY  HOUSE,"  34,  ST.  JAMES'S  ST.,  LONDON,  S.W. 


YOVn   OUTFIT  IS  NOT  COMl'LETE 
WITHOUT  A  I'ACKET  OF 

KING'S  NATURAL  BAIT 

28  YEARS'  test  has  proved  it  to  be  the 
MOST  SUCCESSFUL  for  all  fish  taking 
paste  bait.  Two  colours,  White  and 
Pink.    Sticks  well  on  the  hook. 

!.  Packets  3d.  and  6d.  each.   If  by  post, 
postage  extra. 

CEROLEUM. 

The  best  DRESSING  for  Lines  known. 
Easily  applied.  No  stickiness  or  peeling. 
Prevents  kinking ;  lasts  two  seasons. 

Packets  6d.  &  Is.  each  ;  postage  extra. 


Of  aU  TACKLE  DEALERS,  or  from  the  Maker, 

Wir^r^IAJVE  KING, 

Chemist,  Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich, 


F.   W.  ANSTISS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Provider, 

Maker  of  First  class  Tackle  of  every 
description,  for  River,  Lake,  &  Sea  Fishing 
FLOATING  TROUT  FLIES: 

Double  wings  on  eyed  hooks  ...  2/6  per  doz. 
Single      „  ,,  ...   2/-  „ 

Single  wing  Midges  2/- 

Small  Hackle  Flies  on  eyed  hooks  1/6  ,, 
Large  ,,  ,,  3/-  „ 

Wet  Flies  to  gut   2/- 

Sea  Trout  Flies  on  eyed  hooks    ...  3/- 

CATALOGUE  FREE. 

23,  First  St.,  Walton  St.,  London,  S.W. 


PORCELAIN 
RINGS. 

The  unqualified  success  of  our  genuine 
Porcelain  Rod  Ring  is  attested  by  the 
leading  anglers  of  the  day.  List  of  sizes, 
prices,  and  particulars  free. 

Anglers'  Depot,  Hanley,  Staffs. 


10/6,  12/3, 
14/-,  15/9. 

SUIT  LENGTH  BANTRY 
HOMESPUN  TWEEDS, 

Variety  of  shades ;  pure  wool ;  stylish, 
durable  ;  unexcelled  for  fishing  and 
cycling  suits  and  costumes  ;  patterns  free. 
Thomas  Copithorne,  Bantry,  Ireland. 


Spread  on  the  fly  about  every  half  hour. 

BEEDLE,  Chemist,  OldTrafford 


Superior  11  ft.  steel  centre  split  cane  built 
TROUT  ROD,  with  two  tops,  lock  joints, 
cork  handle ;  new  condition,  London 
maker,  price  27/6.  Also  Pigskin  FLY 
BOOK,  with  large  number  best  new  Trout 
Flies,  price  12/6.  Will  send  on  approval. 
Address,  Pawnbroker,  Mayfair  Avenue, 
Ilford,  Essex. 


ANGLERS  COMING  NORTH 

send  stamped  address  for  Catalogue  and  Guide  to 
the  North  of  Scotland.  Everything  in  the  Angling- 
World — fresh  and  up  to  date. 

MACKAY,  BRIDGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN. 
N.B. — One  minute's  walk  from  Railway  Station. 


PRIVATE  FISHING 

Near  London. 

A  few  gentlemen  can  join  me  on  my  Lakes  con- 
taining pike,  ijerch,  chub,  and  other  fish. 
Beautiful  spot,  near  Rickmansworth  (good  train 
service),  strictly  private,  not  overlooked. 
Terms,  5  guineas  the  season. — "ANGLKR,"t7o 
Cavendish,  10  and  11,  Jermyn  Street,  S.W. 


7  lbs.  of  Fresh  Sea 
Fish. 

Very  best  quality  only,  cleaned  ready 
for  use,  in  baskets,  carriage  paid,  for 
^5/^5  (parcel  post  extra).  Terms : 
net  cash  with  order,  or  satisfactory 
references.  These  baskets  are  made  up 
with  difierent  kinds  of  fish  when  in 
season,  viz.,  Cod,  Plaice,  Whitings, 
Bream,  wet  Haddocks,  Megrams,  &c. 
Prime  Fish  at  Wholesale  Prices  a 
speciality.  Larger  or  smaller  quantities 
to  suit  customers. — Address,  J.  Hellings 
Fish  Merchant,  Milford  Haven. 


The  Fish  arrived  deliciously  fresh,  and 
was  most  satisfactorv." — Fishing  Gazette. 


TO    LET    FOR  AUGUST. 


SMALL  FURNISHED  HOUSE 

Near  Annan,  Dumfriesshire. 

Beautifully  situated,  overlooking  Solway. 
Excellent  Sea  Trout  and  Herling  Fishing 
in  the  Annan  :  Otter  Hunting,  Golf,  &c. 
Rent  very  moderate. — Apply,  Mrs.  John- 
stone, Hecklegirth,  Annan,  N.B. 


FISH  PRESERVED  AND  MOUNTED 

Entirely  new  style  (Registered  by  Royal 
Letters  Patent).    First-class  work,  low 
charges. 


Flsb  Specialist  and  Expert  Taxidermist, 

BLOOMSBVRY,  BIMMINGHAM. 


Club  Secretaries  should  write  for  Special  Terms. 


Nearly  300  Testimonials,  all  entirely  unsolicited 
Ang'lers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
AGGOMIYIODATION, 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  and  Izaak  Walton  Country 
SHOULD  AUVKBTISK  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record 

"  Wanted"  advltt.,  J8  u'ordx,  6d.  ;  30  vords,  jn-fi/taul 

Address  :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 


H.  JOHNSON,  Gut  Merchant. 

Send  6  Stamps  for  3  Sample  Casts— Fine 
Medium,  and  Strong— and  see  quality.  Best 
Selected  Drawn  Gut,  3,  4,  and  5x,  13  inches, 
2/6  ;  15  inches,  3/- ;  18  inches,  4/-  per  100.  Gut 
Casts,  first  quality,  1  yard,  1/4  ;  2  yards,  2/6 ; 
3  yards,  3/6  per  dozen.  Second  quality,  1  yard 
Sd.  ;  2  yards,  1/4  ;  3  yards,  2/-  per  dozen.  Best 
Solid  Plaited  Roach  Lines,  per  100  yards,  1/6 
Barbel,  2/-  ;  Pike,  3/6.  Best  Nottingham  Lobs 
and  Bag,  3/4  per  1000.  The  trade  supplied. 
155,  Waterway  Street,  Nottingham. 


CiTY  OF  LONDON 

Piscatorial  Society. 

President  -  F.  B.  MILDMAV,  ESQ.,  M.P 
Meeting  at  7.30  p.m.  every  Tuesday,  at  the 
Broad  Street  Restaurant,  B.C.  (entrance,  Worm- 
wood Street).  Among  other  privileges',  members 
have  the  exclusive  right  of  angling  in  the 
Society's  extensive  water  on  the  Colne,  close 
to  Wraysbury  Station,  S.W.R.  Particulars  of 
Hon.  Secretary. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS' 
SOCIETY. 

Pregident— SIR  EDWARD  BIRKBECK,  BART. 

Reduced  Fares  South  Eastern  and  Chatham 
Railway  ;  Agents  at  Coast  Towns  ;  Boats  at  Fixed 
Prices.  MEETINGS  on  each  Wednesday  at  the 
Headquarters,  4,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  Lon- 
don, at  8  p.m.  For  information,  apply  at  the 
Society's  Offices  at  the  same  address. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Premlent—hORT)  GEORGE  HAMILTON,  M.P, 

Meetings  on  each  Tuesday  at  the  Manchester 
Hotel,  Aldersgate  Street,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  The 
Society  possesses  valuable  Trout  Fishing  Waters, 
at  Ciiesham,  a  cajjital  Fishery  on  the  Kennet,  and 
extensive.  Coarse  Fishing  Waters  at  Kelvedon 
Essex.  ITiere  is  a  valuable  Reference  and 
Lending  Library  at  the  disposal  of  members. 
For  information,  apply  to  the  Sbcrbtart. 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

or  THB 

PISHING  GAZETTE 

Car  be  obtained  Irum  the  Pnblfibe'' 
Price  8s.  Bd. 


CI  FOR  DRY  FLY 

ri.\^  I  \Jm  FISHING. 

Price  9d.  post  free. 


SCOTCH  SALMON  FISHINGS 
TO  LET. 

Full  particulars  of  all  Salmon  Fishings  to 
Let  in  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli- 
cation to 

J.WATSON  LYALL&Co.,Ltd. 

Land  Agents, 

118,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  first  of  each  month  their 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  is 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 


THE 


PDR-GLflSS 

With  which  is  Incorporated 

The  Golden  Penny, 


WORMS,  MAGGOTS,  and  PRE- 
SERVED BAITS.  SpeciaUy  pre- 
pared Maidendews  and  Brandling  Worms 
for  Trout,  ready  for  use,  1/3  per  box, 
carriage  paid.  Clean  and  freshly-bred 
Gentles,  1/3  per  box,  carriage  paid.  Lob- 
worms for  Salmon,  1/3  and  2/6  per  box. 
Bright  and  Tough  Preserved  Minnows, 
Sprats,  and  Gudgeons,  1/6  per  bottle, 
post  free.— J.  E.  Miller,  Northern 
Anglers'  Depot,  19,  New  Station  Street, 
Leeds. 


A  HIGH-GLASS 


Illustrated  Weekly  Newspaper 
FOR  THE  HOME. 


Issued  by  the  Proprietors  of 
"THE  GRAPHIC" 

AND 

"THE  DAILY  GRAPHIC 


'  Full  of  well-written  stotleB." — Thb 
Times. 

"  Will  furnish  amusement  for  young 
and  old." — The  Mobkinq  Post. 


Of  all  Newsagents  and  Bookstalls. 
ONE  PENNY. 


OHT^TGBS  ; 


190.  STRAND.  LONDON.  W.C. 


FISHING  WANTED 


Addresses  and  particulars  of  avail- 
able Summer  TROUT,  or  TROUT 
and  GRAYLING,  River  Fishing; 
usual  catches  per  Rod,  places  of 
residence,  near  a  town  and  railway, 
in  flat  country  ;  South  of  England 
preferred  ;  with  Terms  for  Fishing 
and  Residence.— Reply  to  "A.  B.W.," 
c/o  Messrs.  Grindlay  &  Co.,  54, 
Parliament  Street,  London. 


PROUrS  DUBBIN 


will  WATERPROOF,  SOFTEN,  and 
PRESERVE  WALKING,  FISHING, 
SHOOTING,  and  GOLFING  BOOTS, 
rendering  them  impervious  to  the  wet, 

preventing  cold  and  damp  feet. 
At  Supplied  to  the  Troopt  in  S.  Africa. 
Diploma  awarded.  Fisheries' 
Exhibition,  1883. 
Of  all  Bootmakers,  8t«res,  tic. 
Sample  per  port       3d.,  6d.,  1/-,  1/6  fke  box. 
2  «tamp«     PROTTT,  85,  Beak  St.,  London.  W 


■VyORMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
'  '  Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  V/orms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  One  gross,  properly 
scoured,  packed  in  moss  in  good  bag. 
carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d. ;  2  gross  do.,  33. 
Send  P.0.0.  to  Habdy  Bros.,  5,  South 
St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh. 

BOOTH'S '97  Light  Roach  Rod 

3  joint,  balanced  handle,cane,lancewood 
top,  snake  rings,  brazed,  winch  fittings ; 
best  bag ;  lightest  Rod  used.  lOi,  11, 
and  12  feet.  5/4,  5/10,  and  6/6.  I 
have  some  ready,  carriage  id. 
17  in.  DRAWN  CUT,  3  &  4X,  Chest- 
nut stain.  3/11  per  100,  2/-  per 
50  lengths  ;  less  than  wholesale  price. 

.JUST  IN. 

5X  DRAWN,  15  in.   A  treat.  4/- per  100. 

BOOTH'S  SEA-FISH  ATTRACTOR  (P^o 

tected),  with  tan  line  and  winder. 
BOOTH'S    LINE  CUARD  (Registered) 
up  to  3  in.,  6d. ;  large,  8d.  each.  The 
only  useful  line  guard.    A  big  success. 

Write  for  \Vholesale  List  of  Sea-flsh  Attractor, 
Line  Guard,  and  Gut. 


BOOTH,  Fi.shing=Rod  Maker, 

Paragon  Street,  Hull. 

Established  1837. 
NEW  BOOKS,  OLD  BOOKS,  RARE  BOOKS. 

Also  out-of-print  publications,  Back  Numbers  of 
Magazines,  &c.  Every  number  of  "  THR  Pub- 
lishers' CIRCDLAR  AND  BOOKSELLERS'  RECORD  ' 
(published  every  Friday,  price  lid.)  contains 
advertisements  respecting  "  Books  Wanted,"  and 
announcements  of  new  works.  A  prospectus, 
giving  particulars  of  special  features,  can  be  had 
by  sending  a  post-card  request  for  it  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Publishers'  Circular,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane.  Lot  don,  E  C. 


DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"Lord  Knollys  ie  commanded  by  the  King, 
to  thank  Mr.  Darlington  for  a  copy  of  the 
new  edition,  so  well  got  up,  of  '  London  and 
Environs." " 
"Nothing  better  could  be  wiahed  for."— 
British  Wf^ekly. 
"A  brilliant  book."— Tfce  Times. 
"  Most  emphatically  tops  them  all."— Daflj/  Graphic 
"  Particularly  good."— Academy. 

VISITORS  TO  LONDON  SHOULD  USE 

DARLINGTON'S 

4tta  EDITION, 

REVISED,  SS. 

New  Tnapg  aitd  plans. 

24  Maps 
and  Plans. 


LONDON 


60  lUustra* 
tions. 


hUn  By  C.  COOK  and 
ANU        E.  T.  COOK,  M.A. 

ENVIRONS. 

Visitors  to  Brighton,  E.i3tboume,  Hastings,  Bourne- 
mouth, Exet(;r,  Siiimouth.  Exmouth.  Teigninouth,  Daw- 
lish,  "Torquay,  Paignton,  Plymouth,  Dartmouth.  Dart- 
moor. Falmouth.  Penzance,  St.  Ives.  Newquay.  Tintagcl, 
Clovelly  Bideford,  Ilfracombe.  LjTiton.  Miuehead, 
Exmoor,  Wye  Valley,  Severn  Valley,  Bath,  Weston-super- 
Mare,  Malvera,  Hereford,  Worcester,  (iloucester,  lilan- 
drindod  Wells, Llangollen.  Bala.  Aber,  Llanduduo.C'olwyn 
Bay,  Conway.  Penmaenmawr,  Llanfairfechan.  Bangor,. 
Carnarvon.  Bettwsycoed,  Snowdon,  Rhyl.  Dolgelly.  Aber. 
ystwyth,  Towyn,  Barmouth.  Criccieth.  Pwllheli,  Norwich, 
Yai-mouth,  and  the  Norfolk  Broads,  The  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  Channel  Islands,  should  use 

DASLIKOTON'S  HANDBOOKS,  la.  £soh. 

Llanoollen  :  Darlinotos  &  Co.  London  ;  Siupkins. 

New  York  &  Paris  :  Bricntano's. 
Railway  Bookstalls,  and  all  Booksellerg. 

PHOTOGRAPHS.  — Beautiful  Photographs  at 
Scenery.  Ruins,  etc..  in  Switierland,   Italy.  Greece. 
Turkey,  Russia,  Norway.  Sweden,  Denmark,  Palestine 
and  Egypt,  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  Is.  6d  and  is. 
List  Post  Free. 
DiBLntoTOH  ft  Co..  LUnKoUcD 
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OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalis, 
and  Rainbows  ;  also  fresh  water  Mollusoa, 
Crustaceans,  May  Fly  Eggs,  Larva,  &c., 
and  Water  Plants. 

Pupils  Taken. 

Apply — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

The  SuFPey  Trout  Farm, 
CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE. 


WIRE     EEL    TRAPS,    5/6,  sure 

^'PLANO  CONVEX  MINNOWS," 

for  Perch,  Piie,  Trout,  Salmon,  or 

Bass,  1/-,  1/3,  1/6,  2/-,  2/3,  2/6. 

Postage,  Id.  extra.    Best  KmLma 

Bait  eveb  intbnted. 
SEA  LINES,  for  Pollack,  Bass,JFlat 

Fish,    Whiting,    Cod,   or  Conger. 

Mounted  Ready  fob  Use. 
SHRIMP  AND   PRAWN  NETS, 

for  rocky  pools. 
PATERNOSTERS    AND  PIER 

RODS,  Pulley  End  Rings. 

HEARDER&  SON 

195,  Union  Street,  PLYMOUTH. 

Sighest  Awards  Everywhere.    ESTABLISHED  1770. 

THEAKER'S 

PLAITED  FISHING  LINES  ARE  WELL> 
KNOWN  EVERYWHERE. 


per  100  yards 


«. 


ROACH  .. 
£arbel 
Pike 
Salmon 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
with  other  lines.  Theaker's  Hooks  to  Gut  for 
Hatch  flsMng.  Best  Crystal  Hooks,  any  size,  on 
16  Inch  drawn  gut,  from  3x  to  6x,  lOd.  per  doz.  ; 
18  hich  gut,  7d.  per  doz.  Best  Gut  Oasts,  fine, 
medium,  or  strong,  1  yard.  Is.  per  doz. :  2  yards, 
it.  id.  per  doz.  ;  3  yards,  3s.  Gd.  per  doz.  Dealer 
In  all  kinds  of  Baits.  Best  Nottingham  lob- 
worms and  Bag,  3s.  4d.  per  1,000.  The  trade 
supplied. 

2,   BROAD    MARSH,  NOTTINGHAM.  ' 


Birkbeck  Bank 

ESTABLISHED  1851. 

2h  per  cent.  INTEREST 

allowed  on  Depo.sit  Accounts  itcpayanle  on 
Demand. 

2  per  cent.  INTEREST 

allowed  on  Current  Accounts  on  minimum 
monthly  balances  when  not  drawn  below  £100. 

Advances  made  to  Customers,  and  all  General 
Banking  Business  transacted. 

Apply,  C.  F.  RAVENSCROFT,  Secretary, 

Southampton  Buildings,  High  Holborn,  W.C. 


SPROUSTON,  KELSO. 

HIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon 
Flies  at  the  Great  International 
Fisheries  Exhibition.  Salmon  Plies  for 
all  parts  of  the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or 
half-dozen  of  the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for 
any  river.  Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES, 

Hoases,  Land,  and  Estates 
To  LET  and  for  SALE 


SEE  THE 


ESTATES  GAZEHE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Results  of 
Sales  recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  158. 

Chief  Office  : 
6.  ST.  BRIDE  STREET.  LONDON,  E.C. 


Now  Ready.    Canvas  Back.     Is.  6d.  net. 


WALTON  and  SOME  EARLIER 


ANGLING  WRITERS.  . 


By  R.  B.  MARSTON  (Editor  "Fishing  Gazette") 


IN 


THE  BOOK  LOVER'S  LIBRARY. 

Edited  by  HENRY  B.  WHEATLEY,  F.S.A. 


For  Strenuous  Life 


it  is  neces.sary  to  have  your 
system  in  good  working  order 
— to  have  an  energy  born  of 
perfect  health  and  strength 
—each  organ  kept  in  free 
action,  and  BEECHAM'S  PILLS 
are  foremost  of  the  few  things 
that  will  do  it. 


For  Active  Brains 


your  liv^r  must  be  right,  your 
stomach  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition, and  your  kidneys 
properly  performing  their 
peculiar  functions.  If  you 
would  have  a  clear  head  and 
keen  perception,  get  a  box  of 
BEECHAM'S  PILLS,  "se  them 
and  see  how  much  more  alive 
you  will  be. 


For  Perfect  Healtli 


there  is  no  greater  promoter 
than  these  famous  pills.  You 
will  find  it  so  all  over  the 
world,  and  there  are  thou- 
sands  of  perfectly  sound  and 
healthy  people  who  owe  their 
healthiness  to  the  use  of 


'8 


The  Book  Lovek's  Librast  includes  many  able  and  useful  Works  which  have  taken  their 
places  as  authorities  on  the  subjects  they  have  treated  of ;  some  are  valuable  works  of 
reference,  while  others  of  the  lighter  character  have  afforded  entertaining  reading  on  bookish 
subjects.  The  Book  Lover's  Library  has  had  a  large  sale  among  collectors  and  bibliographers 
both  in  England  and  America,  and  many  well-known  and  eminent  writers  have  contributed  to 
its  pages.   ^  

London  :  SAMPSON  LOW,  ILiRSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  B.C. 
And  ELLIOT  STOCK,  62,  Paternoster  Row,  E.C. 


PILLS. 


Sold  every  where.     Boxes  Is.  lid.  56  pills] 
and  2s.  9d.  (168  pills). 


THE  SATURDAY 
WESTMINSTER. 


One  Penny. 


A  many-featured  weekly  journal  (16  or  20  large  pages),  of  high 
literary  and  general  exeellenee,  with  all  the  characteristics  of  the 
sixpenny  reviews,  but  containing  in  addition  four  or  five  Cartoons 
by  the  famous  caricaturist.  "F.  C.  G.,"  Fiction  by  clever  writers, 
fascinating  Literary  Problems,  with  prizes  for  their  solution,  and 
various  other  attractions  changing  from  issue  to  issue ;  the  whole 
comprising  a  unique  week-end  periodical  for  lovers  of  good  reading. 

The  SATURDAY  WESTMINSTER  is  published  on  Friday  night  for  circulation 
in  London  and  throughout  the  country  first  thing  Saturday  morning. 

Postal         i    INLAND— Is.  8d.  a  Qudrter ;    6s^  6cl.  a  Year. 
SubscTlpHon :    \   ABROAD— 2s.   2d.  a  Quarter;    8s.   8d.  a  Year. 


AUnRESH  :- 


THE  PUBLISHER,  SATURDAY  WESTMINSTER,  TUDDR  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 


FISHING  RODS  &  TACKLE. 

JACK  RODS.— Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  3s.  9d.  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  &s.  6d.  M 
10«.  6d.  ;  Hickoi-y  or  Mottled  Cane,  15  ft.,  bronze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
■Mii  spear,  will  make  Jack  Rod,  10  ft.  6  in.,  12s.  6ii.  ;  do.,  double  brazed,  14«.  6d.  to  21«.  6<i. 

REELS.— Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  3+ in..  Is.  9<J.  ;  4  in.,  2s.  6d.  ;  moveable  check,  3i  in.,  4«.  ; 
4  in.,  i5s.  ;  bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reels,  3  in.,  6s.  6d.  ;  4  in.,  9s.  6d.  Brass,  solid  baoks,  3  in.,  2s.  ai. 

LINES  (waterproof).- Plaited  silk,  stout,  Id.  per  yard  ;  hemp,  id.  per  yard.  Plaited  Fla.x  Lines, 
20  yards,  Id.  ;  Tanned,  M.  ;  60  yards,  2s.  ;  Cable  Laid  Cord,  50  yards,  lid. 

TRACES  (Gut  or  Gimp).— Two  swivels  and  lead,  bd.  ;  Twisted  Gut  do.,  from  Id. 

SNAPS,  &c.— Ryder's,  id.  ;  Pennell's,  2id.  ;  Jardine's,  3d.  ;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  lid.  each, 
Is.  M.  per  doz. 

BAITS.— Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality  ;  Silver  Plated,  from  Is.  ;  Devons,  Totnea,  aad 
Minnows,  from  M.  each.  GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard  ;  Best,  3  yards,  6d.  ;  "Fishing  Gazette  " 
Gossamer,  M.    Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Orders.    All  Orders  must  be  aceompanied  by  a  i-emittance. 

G.  W.  HEMANS(A.B'urMER)  93,  WANDSWORTH  RD.,  S.W. 

(Nearly  Oppositk  Old  Shop). 
 CATALOGUES    POST  FREE.  

to^fish^Tn  TiSland. 

By  HI  REGAN. 
WITH  MAP  AND  NUMEROUS  TEXT  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

New  Edition.      Crown  Svc,  3s.  6d. 

SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.G. 


A.  W.  GAM  AGE,  Ltd., 


HCOUBORM^,   LONDON,  E.C 

FOR  UP-TO-DATE  FISHING  TACKLE. 


ENGLISH-MADE  SPLIT  CANE  FLY  RODS. 


Three  joints,  two  tops,  landing  handle  to  hold  the  top  joints,  10  ft.  and  lOi  ft. 
BEST  QUALITY,  with  LOCK  JOINTS,  10  ft.,  lOi  ft.,  and  11  ft  


20>u 
35/- 


WHOLE  CANE  FLY  BODS 


from  T/e 


GREENHEART  FLY  RODS 


from  8/S 


SPECIAL   ATTENTION    GIVEN   TO   ALL  REPAIRS. 


PRICE   LIST   ON   APPLICATION    POST  FREE. 


THB   PlSBlIfa   OAZETTB,   JVNE    'JB,  1904. 


S.  ALLGOGK  &  CO.,  LIMITED, 


Telegraph:  "ALLCOCK,  REDDITCH." 
Telephone  :  No.  2,  REDDITCH. 


WHOLESALE  ONLY. 


The  Largest  Manufacturers  of  Fishing  Rods,  Tackle,  Hooks,  &c.,  in  the  World. 

GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  22  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 

Awarded  the  ^  GRAND  PRIX,*  Paris  Exhibition,  1900— highest  award  ever  given. 


NOVELTIES  FOR  1904. 


6076.  The  "  Wilcos  "  Sea  Rod,  3  jeint,  greenheart,  with  swing  double 
pulley  rings  (one  on  each  joint),  cork  handle,  solid  winch  fit- 
tings, rubber  button.  Can  be  used  in  one,  two,  or  three  lengths. 

6086.  Ditto,  East  India  cane,  greenheart  top,  with  swing  double  pulley 
rings  (one  on  each  joint),  cork  handle,  solid  winch  fittings, 
rubber  button.    Can  be  used  in  one,  two,  or  three  lengths. 

5101.  Aluminium  "  Aerial "  Reel,  with  deep  flange,  and  B.  P.  gun- 
metal  line  guard. 

S112,    Strong  Walnut  Sea  Reel,  brass  flanges  and  sides  to  drum,  brass 

fitted  throughout,  optional  check. 
6154.    Gut  Cast  Case,  pigskin,  with  12  parchment  pockets,  named 

with  size  of  casts. 


5253.    The  Anglo-Indian  Waterproof  Plaited  Silk  Lines  for  trout^ 

grilse,  and  salmon. 
6695J.  The  "  Perfect "  Basket,  with  hinges,  hasps,  and  strap. 
5699.    The  "  Simplex  "  Reel  Case,  registered. 
5703.    The  "  Allcock  "  Dry  Fly  ParaflELna. 
5723.    The  Line  Distributer. 
5832.    The  Patent  Lockfast  Landing  Ring. 
The  Model  Perfect  Hooks. 

The  Allcock  Aerial  Split  Cane  Trout  Rod,  10  ft.,  5  oz. ;  9  ft.,  4J  oz, 
The  Two  Joint  Split  Cane  Spinning  Rod. 
The  Salmon  and  Pike  Carrier. 
Trade  Mark.  The  Aluminium  Fly  Box  for  salmon.-; 


The  Patent  "Lockfast' 
Landing;  Ring; 


The  "Simplex"  Reel  Case. 


OPEN- 


CLOSED. 

Patent  Duplex  Sliding  Wire  Sea  Boom. 


The  Aluminium  Fly  Box  witi* 
German  Silver  Springs. 


Two  Joint  Split  Cane  Spinning  Rod. 


JliiUlrg 


The  "Wilcox"  Sea  Rod. 


The  Aluminium  "Aerial" 
Reel. 

With  deep  flange,  and  B.  P.  gun-metal 
line  guard. 


For  Salmon,  Grilse,  Trout,  and  Grayling,  the  "  HERCULES  "  GUT  CASTS. 

Gentlemen,  ^6,  Bridge  Street,  Wick. 

I  may  say  I  tested  your  finest  "Hercules"  Cast  yesterday,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  landing  one  Sea  Trout  4  lb.  i  oz.,  and 
another  3  lb.  12  oz.    I  certainly  think  it  was  a  fair  trial  and  test  that  they  are  unsurpassed  for  reliability  ;  and  I  shall  recommend 
them  to  any  Fisher  who  wants  fine  material  that  can  be  relied  on.    Hoping  to  receive  the  "Princess"  Rod  as  soon  as  possible. 
^  Yours  faithfully,  J.  BANKS. 


Printed  by  WILHAM  Clowbs  b  Sons,  Limited,  Dulse  Street,  Stamtord Street,  London,  S.K.,  and  Puilirfied  by  Thb  FlBHIHa  GAnim,  Umited. 

St.  DuQstau's  Houae,  FetMr  Um,  London,  E.G.  June  25,  1904. 


